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2 WEST 46TH STREET • NEW YORK 36, N. Y . 

Off/ces and %ctor1es CJe!epli.ones 
ANTWERP, BELGIUM • TEL AVIV, ISRAEL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevelanl, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

August 24, 19.54 

Please find enclosed a ·memo which I prepared 
which shows in what prlicament we are concerning the 
payxoont of shekolim fo_ r he next Congress. 

With best personal regards to Mrs. ~ver and 
you, I am 

JT:gs 
enc. 

LUXEMBURG 2-1577-8 



•• 
MlllORA.NDUM 

T HE S H E K E L P R 0 B L E l4 

1) The decision of the Jewish Agency Executive that representation of 
delegates to the next Zionist Congress should be based on a four-year shekel 
means that the cost of the shekel in the United States will be i2. As the 
organizations are entitled to a 20% service charge on the shekel, the net amount 
that will have to be paid to the World Zionist Organization is $1.60. Having 
roughly about 100,000 manb ers, we have tb:Joretic ally to pay $160,000. 

2) Ii'rom the membership dues that we receive, we are supposed to put 
aside each year 5oi per member. This was not done by the Browdy administration 
in the last year of its rule and this was not done, due to our deficit, during 
the two years of the Miller administration. Measures smuld be taken immediately 
that this year, 5oi should be deducted from the membership dues and put ih a 
special account so that we mall have by next year, in June or July, $50,000. 

3) Due to the clause adopted by the Actions Committee that a participation 
of 25% of the shekel holders in the election entitles a country to double the 
number of delegates, the chances for an election in the United States are much 
greater than they were. 

But from the rules and regulations of the World ~ionist Oreanization 
and confirmed by talks we had with Dr. Goldmann, any person in possession of two 
Jhekolim will be entitled to vote. This means that if we want to entitle our 
membership to participation in the election, we will have to pay only $80,000. 
If we have in our reserve account of this year ~40,000, it will mean an additional 
cash outlay of $40,000. 

But for the determination of the number of delegates to which the 
U.S. will be entitled, shekel holders who pay only for two years are only counted 
for a half. This means, for example, that if Hadassah pays at the rate or $2 
for 300,000 members and we pay at the rate of ;2 for 100,000 members and Poale 
Zion pays at the rate of $2 for 100,000 members, this would make 500,000. lr 
the number or shekolim sold in the world is 2,000,000 and the number of delegates 
to the Congress 400.}fM:_ the U.S. will be entitled to 100 delegates. But, if we 
pay only at the rate of $1 and the Poale Zion the same, it would mean that the 
U .s. would have only 400,000 and its delegation would be reduced to 80. But. 
if 100,000 people out of the ,00,000 shekel payers will go to the elections, the 
U .s. will have 160 delegates, following ta new rule. 

4) The last time that there were elections in the U .s., the total sale 
of shekolim in the world was 2,159,850 of which the U.S. had 956,250 shekolim. 
That entitled us to 121 mandates. In the elections, 206,380 persons participated 
out of 956,250. This is in percentage about 22%. This in the year of greatest 
interest in the Zionist }lovenent,just after the end of the war atthe height of 
the political crisis in the U.S. 

I therefore doubt very much that you will find in the U.S. 25% of 
the shekel payers interested in going to the elections. On the other hand, what 
do they mean by elections? We live in a world where,if you submit one list of 
all the parties united to a refererxium of the constituency, we might be able to 
get 25% of the shekel payers to endcrse the united slate am have in this way, 
an election which would entitle us to double representation. 
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5) At this stage in the history of our organization, I doubt very much 
that it would be wise or advisable to launch a shekel campaign and use the few 
volunteers we have left to engage in a shekel campaign at $2 a shekel. I doubt 
very much that other organizations will go into a large shekel campaign. Cui: 
position should be that we are going to do the best we can but that we shall 
force an election where the people will be able toe xpress themselves freely, 
because it is written nowhere that the 300,000 Hadassah women will go to the 
polls enthusiastically and all vote 16y six and not by reason. • 

6) There is also the possibility that we shall make a great effort for 
a shekel campaign and that the Progressives, headed by Dr. Goldmann, w:i.11 put 
up a separate ticket and get votes for efforts which we will have made. If 
Dr. Goldmann and his friends threaten us with a separate ticket, let them first 
sell shekolim. 

7) In order to enable us to have an election at the end of the shekel 
campaign, whatever its shape/ or form, machinery has to be set up now by the 
National Shekel Board which will cost several hundred thousand dollars. If 
the Jewish A~ency is willing to undertake such an effort they should let us 
know now. 

In conclusion, the setup is heavily loaded against us and we have 
to overcome lots o! difficulties and obstacles if we want to come to the Congress 
with some strength. 

These are my practical recommendations for the moment: 

• 1) In the National Shekel Board, we should demand !}OW that negotiations 
for a united slate should be concluded before October 15. Ir we cannot get an 
agreement with Hadassah for at least parity with us, we will have to go to an 
election. 

2) W"e should do our best to have control of the Shekel Board and watch 
carefully what the other parties are doing. 

3) Ir we should engage in a shekel campaign, it is to our advantage to 
do so at $1 per person, taking the risk that the shekel should count for only 
half of the nunber of shekolim being considered in fixing t})a number of delegates 
to whihh the U.S. will be entitled. I believe that we will find better ways of 
using our meager funds in strengthening General Zionist organizations all over 
the world. 

4) We should make it clear to our ambitious friends who want to be 
delegates to the Congress that they can only 'leceaiet-a mandate if they really do 
some work and that minority participation with ut .participation in the work of 
the organization is not justified. 

Re pectfully submitted, 

· ~ 

Tor~-



labbi Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver 
!BIi !IMPLI 
laat 105 Stree\ A Ansel 1loa4 
Cleveland, Ohio • 
. 

Dear llabbi Dr. l11Tel'I 

.Tazmar7 4, 1955 

lnclo••d 7ou will find •7 open letter. to my. fellow Z1on11t• 
in the !ercentenar7 Committee. 

!hie letter 1• ~ttten eolely on 117 own re~n11bil1t7 and 
not 1n the name ot UT organisation or aeaoc1a\1on ,o which 
I belong. 

If any blame ie to be a1etgned, it 11 only to •• ·pereonall7. 
If I have to be praieed in 1011e w&1,, leaee pra1•• 'h• Zionist 
Movement ot which I am a pa,rt. 

I' 

.• 
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Te ,he Zion11, Member• Gf \he Cemm1,,ee for \he Celebra\ion 
Gf the !erca\ellary •f Jewilh Life in \he Uai,ed State• 

Rei,her w1,h a ligh' hear, ur la a baugh\y epirit d~ I approach the 
wr1,1ag of thie open letter on ,he ecca1iea of your holid?y. I unaah8.medly ad.mi' 
a aumber ef heai,aticaaa have held up the writiiag of thi1 rni1!i v~ for the p'9.et 
few moath1 aince ,he celebra\ieaa •f )00 yeara of th~ beg1rua1:ag of the Jewish 
cc,JllJDUJli'y ia the U.S. actually bttgu.. 11aally - d•epite the he1ita.tioa1 - I 
determined ,G write in thia f•rm. 

The tire\ he11\at1•• ari1e1 from the \ragic lack of UAd~retBnding (let ue 
l~bel 1\ in thla faahiea even if 1\ doe1a 1\ exactly express the content of the 

matter) which 11 deeply anchared, \o my ••rr•w, in the relationa between Americaa 
Jewry ud be\ween Israel Jewry. I, of c~ur1e, am ~ne of the son1 of lsrael 1 1 
Jewry. I have been I1raeli for \he paat )0 yeara o Thia ie the homeland which I 

ad~pted ed which adop\ed me. ~ family 11 \here, liv1J1€ end working in a pioaeering 
village. A1 fGr me, I ha~e beea in the mida\ of Americu J~wry for the past aix 
years. I ge aad c•me back aad work amoag you. I have thGueenda of friends here, 
among them woaderful yowag people, others profeeeionela, and intellectual1, a\111 
o\hera jua\ plaia Jewa, Jew1 who are warm-hear\ed 21nd full of n~.tional ad social 
w:ader1\ending, aad from among1\ \hem aeveral hundred who, during the perit.td of my 
1\~ bere have emigra\ed to I1rael aad are pioneere - ehalutzim th~re. Yet, deapi\e 
\hie, how will Americaa Jewry receive~ werdaT Will not olle of them ask: Wha, 
would happen if aome Reform Rabbi from Ciacianati, for example, would eou.nd the 
drum■ a\ \he ga\ea ~f Jeru.aalem aad would chide ihe Jewiah community tJf Ierael and 
\ry ,o \each it law - would J eru■elem 111\en \o him? Thia fac\ only pr•vea tha\ 

there 1a ao Suhedria in Iarael, ao\ in \he rel1g1oua eeaee (I do not deal with 
that) bu, ia \he eeJS ■e ef I1rael beiag the au\hor1\y a1'd the center of tea.chiiag, 

&Rd of law aad of hope. ~ liak:1 have been lo eeaed in Jewiah life - ,hia al ■• 
11 a 1iga of tae time,. 

There are may Am~ricaa Jew■ who are coaTiaced tha\ the aacieat axiem "Aad 
\he Law Shall Come F•rth Frem Zioa" 11 eu\moded. There 1 ■ a aew J,gyp\iu Alexudria 
which ie at lea■\ equal \G I1rael in weal\h, in brilliaace, in qU&Jl\ity. Aad \aere 

are even \ho•• who are conviaced \ha, "law•" •f equal meri\ ■hall g• for\h be\h fr•• 
Zi•a and from Waahingtc,a. Aad \here are e'Yell ■ome whG place \he lawa ef Wa1hiag\ea 
bef•re tAe law• •f Zi•a and who believe \hat \he lad •f Wa1hi~o• 1• de1\iae4 \e 
■ave I1rael frem 1ome Levantine degenera\iea, the Lord fsrbid, ud evo raiae it \e 

\he level of ciTilized Ration■. Pa\h1 aave beceme ea\aagled aad wee4• have 
increaeed - \hie \oe 11 a 1ip ef \ae Exile. hd ,o the iacrea1i11g ec,rrow ~f the 

wr1,er of tkeee 11.n•• - \here 11 not oae law whicll emaaa\ea fr.m Zioa \ed~. The1 
are ao\ aizagle end Wlitie4 ,141nga which come to \he U.S. frem Zi•a ud Jeruaalem. 
There are ll8Jl1' ceuaterfeit coia■ a, well ae coin• dipped in bleed, in the hear,. 1a 
the awea\ of work. And I aave 1lJ7 ewa belief, very clear and ahiaiag, 1a comm•• wi\h 

maey t~.ne and perhap1 hundred• et thou1ucl1 in the Httmelud. Thia 11 the 
uncomprc,mi1iag \eachiag of \ae chalu\zim who believe ia ac\ual aelf-realizatioa -

who demalld .Ill. ef \hem1el Tea and nnicll frem e\llera. 

The 1ecoad he1i\atioa ia ef a differeat na\ure. Bot maay Jewilh c•mmuai\ie1 
in our hia,ory, a hi1\ory 1\eeped in bload and full of millioaa of humaa aacrifice1 
during thouaaade of year■, ha'Ye been privileged ,o celebra\e their halidq1 ia 10 
public a maAner, in ■uch u abunduce of well-beiag - and, above all, 1a ■ucll 

ma\fl!rial well-being. Large number■ a.mag them feel aubjecti vely a mea■ure ef 
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atabilit7 (whether it be Juetified or exaggerated) and a 1en1e of pride in their 
paet and in their present. I• thi a the proper moment to speak up or perhapa one 
ahould wait until the Jo7oue dq 1• paatT Will there not be an inetl~ctiTe 
anta&on11m againat aJlYOne who trie• to deflect from the holid!q apir1t even a 
little bit! 

levertheleaa, without deacending to maudlin pathoe, I cannot remain quiet. 
•ror Zion I SbA.11 Bot Be Still" - 11 an axiom which doea not recognise boundariea 
of place or of time. My heeitation1 diminilhed more and more aa I continued to 
observe the character of the Tercentenary celebrationa. It eeeme to me that I 
have r•d the overwhelming majority of educA.tional. and instruct 1 ve material which 
ha.a been iseued by the ol'ganizer• of these events &lld it literally conatitutea 
a whole library. I liatened to maey apeechea during the various celebration• - and 
I waa shaken. 

Let ua put aside the question of whether this ie the most appropriate \1N 
fnr nch Jew1ah celebrations and in such a gigantic manner. Ie \here azq Jewiu 
stability in thia world? Are we not only a few short years since a third of our 
p~:ple was ••aaered in the moat bestial manner - and now we are orphan•• widowa, 
Bnd berftaved oneaT Are we not all, aa J ewa, 11 ving on a volc8llo in the midat of 
a cold war which divides the Jewiah people into different and oppoaing regime• and 
lo7altie1T Baa Jewieh independence in the State of Israel, ita p•ce, 1ta entiret7, 
ite undiaturbed future been aesured.7 Let him who will say, "!hie is not a time of 
mourning•, &nd we can anawer him that neither is thia a 1 time of rejoicing•. 
Perhat>a thia ia a time for thinking and evaluation of pathw~•• Have these been the 
intentions of the organisers of the Tercentenary? 

But the optimist in me won out over the doubter in me, who 1a a product of 
the exile. First of all since I did eoul-~earching and I decided& Thie ia a Jewiah 
celebration. Whether at the proper time or not -- do not separate youraelf from 
the community. If you demand that others adher& to 7our fa-\e - you, f'irat of all 
must join in their fate. Join and become a partner. Thia ie no trifle - five and 
a half million Jewa are celebrating their holi~ - even if their vaat meJoritJ ia 
here only 70-80 years and not JOO years (a hundred 7eara aco there were le•• than 
50,000 Jewe in the u.s.) One nust not be too exact in euch mttera. It 1• not the 
figures and their euctneaa which are decisive - it ia the content which counts. 

IV' Jewiah heart grew proud when I aaw the Jewiah-American exhibition arranged 
at the Bew York Public Libr1117 on 42nd Street and 5th ATenue, which wae arranged b7 
the wonderful J ewiah man of 1cience, Mr. Joahua Jloch, with taste and knowledge. 
Jib' heart awelled with pride when I saw that the exhibit which wae eu.ppoaed to be 
devoted to the history of American J ewey contained almoat excluai vely iteme from the 
Jewieh culture of the "old world1 • I reJoiced at the maatertul work from the hand1 
of the acribe, Joaeph of Xanten, who wrote the Tanach on parchment in GermaDT in 
the year 1294; and at the scientific exactneaa of the Hwnaah with commentariea of 
Rabbi Moaea ben lachnan of Garrona, Spain (1195 - 1270) which wa1 written on 
Italian parchment in the 15th Century. fhe Biblical original wa1 written in red 
lettere, the commentaries in black letters, and~ 1entencea atill needing further 
explanation and research, written in blue lettera. The entire work waa executed 
with the higheat artiatry, unsurpa11ed. delicacy of penmanship and taate, which 
teetifiea to generations of culture totalling more than 70 7eara and perhapa eTen 
more than of 300 7eara. ~ heart swelled at the aight of the work• of the Hebrew 
printing ehop in the Portugueae town of Leiria, a fortified town near Liebon, which 
wa1 operated by the devoted handa of the bro\hera Sam.el and Abraham DeOrta1, even 

) 
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in the dqe of the expu.leione and of the 1nqu1eit1ons of 1492. It is thie eh.op 
which printed the famoue calendar-almanac in 1496 of Abraham ben Samu.el Zacuto of 
Salama.nca willl the Latin title 1 !abulae 'fabularu.m Coelestium Motum Sive". And 
attached to it 11 the naive and charming sub-title "Almanach Perpetuwn" . Legend 
hae it that it wae thie manuecript which guided Christopher Columbus in his travels 
acroee the ocean to America. 

Are there flD¥ more wonderful things than these which show the connecting 
linlce of the chain of Jewieh generations in their wanderings, which unite the Jewi1h 
people in ite exiles of the past with the wave of Jewish immigrants which reached the 
shores of America. They are, all of them, from start to finish, identical in fate 
and characterietice and are all the product of the conditions of a homeless people 
wandering and full of longing for its only Homeland which is missing. 

I looked through the gallery of Jewiah-American personalities which the 
Tercentenary Committee underlines and endorses in its pamphlets to American Jewr7, 
as wortey of tale and praise - as the Haggada s~s. I found in their midst dear 
and wort~ person• who will go into the pantheon of world Jewish hiatory, broad
minded, far-vieioned, and warm-hearted; men of action, e.nd men of state; men of 
thought and of utterance. I searched and aearched for certain names, branches from 
the main trunk of the American Jewish community, but they were not to be found and 
some were overehadowed. Whoa didn't I find in the gallery of Jewish personalitiee 
which the organizers of the Tercentenary had erected for the respect and veneration 
of every American Jews, and in which the younger generation is to take pride? 

In this pantheon is the name of Henrietta-Ha,das1ah Szold overshadowed. She 
was an American Jewese. She, who was not satisfied with the mere contribution of 
money, but who fashioned with her own delicate and aristocratic hands, and with her 
heart (which had room enough for all the supplication• of the mothers of Israel who 
orphaned their children at the edicta of tyrants and barbarians) one of the greateet 
humanitarian and social undertakings which was ever created on the face of this 
blood ridden globe. She saved tena of thousands of young children, hapless orphane, 
and restored them to full human and Jewish lives. And today - the children of 
Henrietta Szold occupy the border aettlements of Iarael from Dan near Mt. Hermon to 
Revivim on the road to llath. And additional tens of thousands of children -- her 
children -- escaped from darkened lands, are today learning and working in the 
bosom of nature in a creative, laboring, collective life in preparation for a 
creative, straightforward, healthf and forward looking adulthood. 

Her name and her beaming visage were overshadowed. I remembered those long 
days and nights which I apent with her at the time of the immigration of the 
"Teheran Children• who came to ue, to our Land, after long wandering across Soviet 
Central Asia. I aaw her in her s•ll modest room towards the end of her daya in 
jeruaalem. Her tiny heart waa among the greatest that ever existed in thie world. 
Her love embraced all of mankind, and ahe eepeciall7 loved children, orphaned 
children, remnant• of gae chambers and of feudal whippings. 

Henrietta Szold wasn't privileged. In the books which are recommended by 
the Tercentenary Committee appear ae heroines of American Jeweys lCmma Lazarus, 
Clara de Hirsch, Lena Straus, Sophie Irene Loeb, Peninah Moise, Rebecca Gratz, etc. 
Wae Henrietta Szold'• name treated differently because she decided to leave the 
u.s.T Wae thie her sinT .And is this sin eo great that all the admiration which the 
entire world, without regard to country and regime, extend• to her memory, from 
Borwq to Argentina, from South African to Bulgaria, ie not enough to atone for 
thie great sinT 



And in the Tercentenary Committee ait representative• of thla gigantic 

Jewiah American Women'• Organization "Hadaaeah1 with it• 300.000 membera. !hree 
hundred thou■and J ewieh-,lmerican women are quiet. 

I ■earched and did not find in thi ■ gallery of the American-J ewiah pantheon, 

the name of pr. JuOtb Leib Mtoo•• !hi• man, too, 1 ■ a branch of the American 

Jewieh tree. Be e\ood out among hie fellow men. Hia head wa1 al•IQ'• high and hie 

gait mode■t. Be went hie own •8¥ without regard to popular acclBim. He waa 

faithful to the very depth• to hie naive belief in the renaecence of the Jewieh 

people in it ■ own land, in peace amongat peopl••• and in peace between larael and 

the Arab countriee. Be wae the fir■t Rector of the Hebrew Univereity on Mount 

Scopue, which 1 a tod~ in the hand.a of horde, of the 'l'rane-J ordan Legion. He wae a 
philoeopher who devoted hie life to etabilizing modern academic life for the 

Jewieh people, renewing the appelation •People of the !ook1 , and to a eyntheaie of 

the cultural legacy of generation, of tre.41tional Israel and of the broad vietae of 

modern culture. And all thia precisely in the city of peace - Jerusalem. It waa 
poeeible to differ with the Zionist concept of Profeeaor Magnea, and thie writer 

did ao differ. :But juat aa he was an extremist against compromiaing with~ prin

ciple• of his social and national outlook, just ao was he an extremiet in all 

matter, concerning the attainment of his goal• through peaceful meane. He waa the 

great liberal, the man of J ewiah-Arab friendehip. He dreamt about J ewiah-,lrab 

bi-nationaliem within the framework of an independent common eta\e. Were theee 

ideals of the great Jew Magnee not an expression of the true and ancient democratic 

ideal• for which the finest Americana spilled their blood in conflict ■, in wars, 
in revolution• against British rule? Did Magne• bring hie idea of bi-nationaliam. 

of the brotherhood of varioua people ■ living in peace in one political framework, 

from the intellectual world of aocialiemT Magnea, aa it ie known, wae never a 

socialiet. Perbapa he brought it from another eource of freedom-aeeldng, of 

brothers and people• aitting together, of mtual tolerance, all idea• impreseed in 

the American character in all the generations which finally gave birth to thia 

wonderful figu.re of Magnea. 

I remember the beginning of the Arab attack on ua in Jeruealem at the clo ■e 

of 1947. .All around the J ewieh commercial cent er in J erueal em went up in flame•; 

the Hagana men entrenched. themaelvee in the final laet-ditch battle etrongholda of 

Masada in the Old City of Jeruealem; the !ritieh High Commiseioner MacMichael etill 

■at in hie palace end was 11 neu.tral" yainat u1 and "neutral" lm:, the attacking 

Arabs. We had already made mazv- eacrificee and our etrength wae very ••11. Seven 

Arab etates organized their foroee 98&inet ue. 

It was then that I aaw Magnea in hie home in the Rehavia eection of J erueal• 

trying to arrange contact through the broken-down cut-off telephone qetem in 

order to send meesengere to both eidee, to beg even the hn>ocritical help of the 

Britieh, to mediate, to convince - for peace, for a calming of epiri, ■, and most 

important, to try and eave the old Jewiah communit7 in the 014 City of Jeru1alem, 

which we alreaq knew at that time, wae deetined for de1truction deepite the heroic 

defenee action, of our boy,. !he Old City••• doomed to fall. I looked at thi ■ 

tall, eoft-apoken man and I thought: Here 111 a wonderful combination of the 
1tubbornne1e of the Pharieee who ie a learned man, a realie,, a believer, who avoida ' 

bloodahed, and one of thoee great figure, of the American Revolution who were reac!T 

to give hie all for the freedom of people,. .A lcind of George Waehing\on, even 

though Magnet wae an uncompromieing ant98oni1t of ~ eort of m111tariam, he was a ., 

wonderful Jew and an American of the fineet tradition. 

J 
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Judah Leib Magnee was not included in the pantheon of the American Jewiah 
Tercentenary. There was nothing to fear except the foundation of peace in hie 
Jewish-human world outlook. (After all, tod~ even the very concept of "peace" ie 
enough to induce fear.) Yet, apparently there waa some defect in hie makeup: he 
gave hie life for the rebirth of Israel in ite Land, in hie own way. 

Then, for example, there are the Jewieh boys of the U.S. who went to epill 
their blood with ue in the War for Israel'• independence, for freedom and for a 
national future. Some of them remained and settled there and aome returned. They 
served in planes and behind cannone, in all the works of warfare and even in the 
meteorological service. Thie Machal (Mitnadvey Chutz Ie. 1aretz - Volunteer• from the 
Dia1pora) - are they not veterans? And those Americen Jewa who joined in Allenby 1e 
campaign against Turkish enslavement - are they not vet eranaT lm.t in the program 
for celebrations and parades of the Tercentenary Committee, it is written: 
"Participation of J ewieh military men and Jewish war veterans, chronicles of American 
Jews in the ware, etc .... ~ 

In the U.S. great celebrations are held for the Polish Generals Eoecioueko 
and Pu.laeki who came from afar while their own homeland shed blood and fought against 
enslaving tyrants, to add their atrength to the war for the freedom and independence 
of the American people. Do the leadera of the J ewieh Tercentenary Committee show 
the ea.me apathy, forgetfulness, deafness, in such celebrations, or do they join ln 
praise of Xoeciousko and Pulaski! In their memory great bridges are named, monument• 
and memorials are erected. Their names are given to mighty highwqe on which million• 
of drivera travel. recalling the namea of these men en route. And Jewish men who 
are themselves American (~ot from Poland! ), the men of Machal who exposed themaelvee 
to danger for the honor of their people and the honor of the J ewieh...American 
community are hidden aw~ on au.ch a day - ailenced. forgotten, ae if they never 
were, and had never happened. • 

I would be leas than Just if I did not mention the fac\ that the name of 
Colonel David (Mickq) Marcua, who fell on an Israel battlefield, 1s mentioned 
rather frequentl.7 in the literature of the Tercentenary Committee. Heverthelees, 
I cannot be satisfied with that. ·.He ie not mentioned in a manner ae befits a 
Jewieh..American figure. Much leas 11 there a hint of the hundred of ano~moue 
soldier• of Machal who endangered their live, for Ierael'e honor and future, for 
the honor of J ewiah arm• and for the future of a new life in the Homeland. 

Yet it would not be honest on my part, if I fought the battle of these 
people only. For not only individuals erected this brid&e - a brid&e not of paper, 
but of flesh and blood, of life and of death - between the Jewry of the U.S. and 
the rebirth of the Jewieh people in Israel. Such bridges do not exist in the 
program of these celebrations. I brought these few example• only in order to 
illuetrat~ my point. 

For trul.7 this is not a matter of individuals. It ie something far 
greater. There is, for example, a very emall aliya from the u.s. to Iarael, of 
individual.a and of ■mall groups, which baa gone on for a generation and more. 
How ID8.D1' among the celebr&nts of the Tercentenary know that the founder of the 
Moahav Ovdim (Smallholdere 1 Cooperative) in the Land of Israel, ae well ae ite 
practical man of action wae a Jew from America, named lliezer YaffeT Thi1 ie one 
of the ver:, few agricultural creations in the world, baaed on one's own work 
without exploitation of anyone, on land belonging to the entire Jewi•h people, 
without landlord'•• in social forms of cooperation and mutual aid. To~, thie 
1• a large movement of free Jewieh farmer,. which ab1orb1 thouaande of formerly 
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exploiled immigrants from Morocco. this man waa a pioneer, mod-,et of mien, who• 
well along in yeare, turned to fsrm1ng., He died and was buried in the Homeland 
for which he strove, and the movement which he encouraged flc,wers and beara fruit. 
lven tod,q', small groups of American Jews come to join this Moahav Ovdim movement. 
Among· them are thoee who founded the settlement called Herut Bet in the heart of 
,he Sharon Vallq, ll1aD.1 of whom left their grocery stores in American citiee in 
their idealiam to live in Israel. In Israel, thie eettlement ia already lmown for 
its developed economy and the settlers are proud of their children and even gr&Dd
children. Amongst their children are thoae who have cast their lot in our Darom 
area and are establishing the Moehav ·called Oro\, near !e'er Tuvia. Tbeee are .. 
eve17dq Jews who have lef, their little farms in Vineland, Hew .l'er•~• and their 
etorea 1~ Washington, D.C., and their television eete and have gone to be pioneers 
in an unknown country, ,o fight e&ainet the difficultiee of neglected land, under 
new conditions, wi\h emall mean■• They are American,, Jewiah Americana. Yee, they 
are par, of you, your repreaentativea, whether ·you designate them aa euch or hide 
yourselves from 1,. 

Then there are the children of American. Jewe, graduates of high-1choole 
and college• from Bew York, Boeton. Loa Aagelea. Chicago. and other smaller citiea 
who were educated in en American-J'ewieh pioneer You\h MoTemen\ and who have 
founded kibbutzim in Ierael - and they are wonderful kibbu\zim! Among them is the 
firet and finest - Kibbutz Haehomer Batzair, llin Hashofet, in the Hille of llphraim. 
lin Baehofet 11 nemed 'for ·Justice Louie D. Brandeis. who greatness needa no 
reminder ,and among whoee admirers are certainly the member, of the Tercentenary 
Committee. Among the members of lin Haehofet are learned men who without diffimllt7 
would have been able to attain t1,1ee and degrees in the u.s. Inetead of this, 
they chose to conquer barren hille, and eetabliehed a magnificent pioneer aettle
men, o Then·' there is the 1'.ibbutz Xfa.r :Blum with which are connected young 
Americq Jews who are building a worker•' farming econonv, which ie an honor to 
them and to the Jewiah-American coJD111UAit7. Thia settlement ie developing in the 
midet of the Huleh swamps, in a censtant etruggle with malaria. 

Two months ago, I iook part in the celebra\iona of ~wo American eettlemeft\a 
in Ierael. They celebrated, no\ \~• hundred 1eara, but qnl1 five year• of their 
existence. The firei ie named Saaa, and it ie aleo a kibbu,z of Baehomer Hatzair. 
It is an eagle'• neat in the height ■ of the hille facing M\. Hermon on the 
Lebaneee border. Seven\y-five of your children who left their comtdftable home■ in 
!everl1 Hilla and in Q,u.eene, came to Israel to struggle with a language atrange to 
their lip• and to ad.op\ it forever. They conquer microscopic pieces of land 
be\ween the atones in order to grow fruit treee, a little fodder for the cowa, ud 
some beds of tomatoeso They are investing mu.ch soul and initiative, aa well ae 
intelligence (what do you call 1\T "American know-how•!) in their work in •ch 
gara,;e and drying plant for figs and tomatoes, which .thq are ea,abliahingo .! he7 
have alrea~ ae\-up a •diatric\ factory for complica,ed preciaioa repair• for 
agricultural machineeo A young Jewish-American engineer ie in chargt \here and 
\he reputation of \hie repair ahop and of ite engineer is epreading to the far 
corner• of·Israel. 

The eecond place is called Barkal. It, too. 1• only five year• old. It 1• 
eituated on the edge '.of Wadi Ara, along the highway lea.ding from the center of 
ler.ael ., through vall91e to the Galilee. It ie a crucial point in \he defenee of 
\hie importan, highwe.y o lven the ancien\ lgyptiane . alreaq lmev t! ite imponance. 
In ancient \imee ,roope traveled on it. fhe Boman• called 1\ Via Marie - Sea 
Rou\e. And \he American aone of !arkai are bleeaed wi\h aourcee of water, a 

J 
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wouertul vi•• a pl ••ant cl1111at • and. - pn-er\7. Th91 are ab 1orb inc aew i•tcran, 1, 
raiaing a aecond generalion, building a aeltlemen,, and are atr1kiac root, in the 
Homeland. 

And there are Jewi1h...lmerican ••ttler• in Ra•nana, and akilled worker• 
throughout the land. There are prote11or1 in the Hebrew Univer1il7 in Jerueelem 
and at the Technion in Haifa. There 1• • a1mple hou■ewite who em1gra\ed from \he 
U.S. in Ba.mat Gan who ra11e1 flower, and thereby nppor,a hertelf and her famil7. 

Were r-i,reeata,1••• of the•• pioneers of Jew1ah-Amer1cu1 who have ae\tle4 
in I ■rael 1nv1,ed to come and par\1c1pat• in the Tercentenar, celebrat1on■T Did 
70u. Z1oniet member, of the TercentenaJ7 Conunitiee, think of sending a delega,10n 
from the large1t Jew11h communit7 celebra,1ng 300 1ear1 of exi ■tence to \hi1 
co1DJDUD.i,1 in I1rael - to bring \hem \he ne1r1 that you have grown and become grea,, 
and ,hat their tllture 1• 1nter,w1ne4 vi\h your future1 B&ve you conaidered that 
th11 good-will mi ■eion - which never came - 1• obligated. ,o bring a 1mall gif\ ,o 
\he Jewiah Americans and the pioneers in Israel, no\ thro1J8h the ueual ph1lu,hrop1c
campa1gn channel1, but apeciall.7 from hear\ \o heart, from the great 00JDDNDit7 \o 
\he emall comrmmi\7, to bring be\ter houeing \o the Saaa pioneer■, many of whom 
1\111 live in damaged Arab houeea, or even to prepare aani\ar7 fac111t1e1 for \hemT 
Do not be aahamed. Man., of you have two bathroom, in your home,, while there on 
the Lebane1e border there 11 only one, made of ehee,-metal in the Arab et7le (do 
you know what that isT) for~ 4AIIAI of Jew1ah-.mer1caasT Or ha■ 1\ occurred to 
you to pave a "Highway of Hope" or a "Highwq of Peace" or a "Highway of Three 
Hundred Year•" to one of the Americu ■ettlemen,a on a dangeroue border in \he 
10u\h or in the Hul eh swamp, so \ha.\ in I erael too there might remain a memor, of 
the celebration for genera\ioaa to comeT Hae 1\ occurred \o you \o ■et-up a aew 
aettlemen\ of Aaericaa pioneer• ia I1rael and name it for the )00 year, of it ■ 

aponaoring coJD111UAi,yT All ,h11 - or par\ of 1\, or ■omething 11milar - could be 
accompli■hed a■ a ■pec1al., fe1t1ve add1\1on to the existing, worthwhile campaip 
projec\1, not from aelf-ew.ta\ion nor from 1elf-bell\\lemen\. I\ wa• poaaible \o 
1q1 "Look here. You are our eona, a branch of the same \ree. Let u1 rejoice 
together \hat we have reached ,hi• fa%' - 7ou and we. You are ao\ better \han we 
are, bu, you are our, - like u■•" 

Ina,ead. of ,h11, your repre1enta\iYe1 were eatiefied wi\h 111 AAIQV\ in 
the z.o.A. Bouie in !el Aviv to mark the even,. 

In the Celebra\1oa Program, 1\ 11 written& "Who are tit\inc cand14a,ee 
(\o direc\ ,he celebra\ione)T llabb1a who haYe 1Uff1c1en\ \1me and the nece■■&J7 
academic 1n,ere1,; h11,017 ud aocial 1cleace \eachera wi\h reaearch \ra1aing; 
Jew11h educalor■; 181'JlleD with a flair for seriou1 hia\orical reaearch. 1 fhu1 11 

1\ vri\ten in \he official Terceatenary Pr•graa which ttae planned by labbi Dr. 
J~r\ram W. Xorn (1Jew1ah Boote in Democrac7 - Planing a CoJ111DUAi,7 Hi1to17 
Projec\1 ). Dr. Iorn. if I am not mi1tak1n, 11 a Zion11\. lver,one can 41recl 
theee celebra\iones llabbia wi\h euffic1ent time, h1ator, teacher■, educator■, 
lqmea with a flair tor hlatoey. Whca ahall no, par\lcipale and who ahall no\ be 
iaviled! Tho ■e who lef\ the Babblnate \o take up work in the Lead of I1rael, 
\ho•• who educate Youlh Ali7a grmipa, an American woman, who no, only ha1 a flair 
for hi1\017, bu\ 11 heraelf making hiator, in I1rael. Their place■ are let, 
Yacan\ - a vacuum • 

Would the Iri ■h (and I lmow that \hi• analoa 11 4ra1tic and ill maq 
aen1e1 not to 1111 \a1te) in \he u .•. who are 1n \he upper tcheloa1, eY• aa\ional 
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1 eadere, who are important in the econonv, in baaic induat ry, in ba.nking, aa 
mayore of citiea or the eli\e of aocie\y, would theee Irieh even conceive of 
forgetting their origin a, \he heigh\ of their celebrationa, their old mothera, 
their tiay, poor, and torn homeland acroee the eeaT On the contrary, ,hey teke 
pride in 1,. in their origin, and in their mother-homeland. Not only thi1, but 
on their holidrqe, they invite or arrange •perchance• the preeence of ~ore 
and public figures from Ireland \o participate in the public celebrations of 
Iriah-Amerieane in the U.S. 

I pu.rpoeely choae thie example, not becauee it ia cloae \o my hear\, bu\ 

because it haa meaning for many American Jews. It is oft.en aaid& Wha\ does \hie 
concep\ of na\ional ex-territorialiem do? There 11 no aaomal.7 in 1\ at all. 
Look at the Irieh and learn from them. Their vaet majori,y are in American and 
yet the;y are a aelf-conaciou■ people - and they ehow no 1ign1 of any kind of 
anomaly, the Lord forbid! So it is with u11 a minority of ue ia in Israel and a 
majority in the U.S.A. And tho ■• with a •flair for history• (Rabbi Dr. Xorn will 
forgive me if I uae one of hie definition• for an opposite proof) will add: We 
are cer\ain that \here will be a complete ingathering of the exiles, and we shall 
live to aee the d81 of the ingathering of the exile• of Jllurope and the Arab world. 
Perhape we shall aleo eee the ingathering of the exile■ of eome of the Latia
American Jewiah coJD1DUAiti••• indeed from the whole world, and this will be precisel7 
in the Land of Iarael, and the largest dispersion of the Jewish people may live 
eecurely in the U.S. Thia, &ccording to them, is an entirely normal thizag. And 
yet these Irieh act differently at their celebration,. They prize their folk 
culture, they exaJ., Irish filme, they demonstrate their tiee to their homeland. 

Some years ago I had the opportunity of seeing a celebration of Greek
Americana in Bew York. 1, was rather a acrawD7 parade and it awakened in me a 
feeling of sorrow for the grandson• of Agamemnon and Phidiae. They, the Greek• 
of Hellae ud their immigrants to the U.S., ar~ no longer able to hide behind 
the great trees of Pl.a\o and S0crates. We take pride in Maimonidea and Raehi 
and in the map• which guided Columbus in hie stormy journeye, which were printed 
in Hebrew printing shope. Yet I eaw these Greeks 1n Manhattan,how thq 
encouraged their fold \radi\ion, donned silver and gold embroidered hate from the 
mountains of Salonika and dreesea from the Aegean Ielanda. In this W81', Greek
Americ,ma, living in the u.s., expreee their longings for their origin, their 
unity with the Greek• acroae the seaa. 

You mey eqa Thie example ie like the broken potlherd. Theee Iriah and 
Greeks have recently come from their original melting-po\ and the milk of their 
motherland end 1\1 folk-eonge, and colorful dreea, are etill on their lip• and 
bodiee. Whereaa, we, children of the lternal Jew, have been uprooted from \hat 
Land for thoueand1 of years. And yet, the example ie there and demands further 
contemplation. 

We are not speaking of the folklore from the t imee of Hfrcanua the 
Haemonean, aor of the folklore being created to~ in the fielda of \he popular 
dance featiTalt al Dalia or al the music feetivale at lin-Gey. We speak of a 
more pro ■a1c folklore, full of fighting ap1r1\ of defense and co~1truc\1oa of 
\hose who were children of the Jewieh--American communi\7 onl7 a few years ago. 
How wa1 thia \hiag banned, ■ilenced, hidden, and w~T I1 1, only forge\fulneaa, 
a lack of activi\y, rq Zionist bro\hera, negligence? Or perhap1 there are 
deeper rea1on■T 

·, : 
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In the American Jew11h Tercentenarr program, for 7outh group• in the 
1ection enti\led •10rum1 & Work1hop1", we find queetione designed to eerve 
ae ,tarting point.a for d11cu11ion1. Among them 11 queetion !lumber elx: •W'ha, 
ie our relation lo World Jeweyt• and queetion number 1even1 1What 11 our 
relaticn to I ■raelT" 

Thi■ pamphlel ae well aa olhera of the program• give no an1wer1 \o 
theee questione. Thq are apparentl7 iAtended, in a liberal manner, ,o allow 
each group in \he communi\y \o 1Uppl.7 1\1 own anewera. However, the eugge■\ed 
1ource1 for baclrground material lieted include: "all kinda ot ma\eriale from 
Jewilh ■ourcee - mountain, of material - 17nago~••• charitable organization■ 
and their building■, bar-mi\zva, confirmation exerciae1, Jewiah marriage■ and 
funeral ■", etc. 

l\ might have been worthwhile ,o add to the above-men,1on.ed 1ource1 one 
other - the hie\017 ot Zioniem in America and it ■ eituation todq. I do no\ 
preeume to euggeet the inclueion of Herzl, the man of Vienna (and actuall7 of 
Vilna, a1 well, after he waa adop\ed by it1 Jew■). Ye\ Luth•r, who waen 11 borA 
nor died in \he land of Columbue, ha1 exerled a great influence on American 
culture and hi ■ teaching• have contributed much to the liberal-humani\arlu 
approach af the earl7 coloni•'• and he a\ande out today. Bor do I propoae \a 
1.Aclud• Pineker, \he author of the Jewieh "Auto-lman.cipa,1oa". He waa, af\er all, 
from Czariet Ru11ia. And cer,ainly nol Ber Borochov and hia teaching■, even 
lhough he epenl part of hie life in the Uni\ed State,. !u\ wa1 MaJor Mordecai Boah 
placed properly in theee eourceeT He aaw hie Utopian e\a\e "Ararat•, no\ ae u 
end in 1,aelf (ae cer\ain hietoriane have tried ,o mierepreeenl hi1 plan.a an4 
vi1ioa1), but al a prepara\ory eituation on the road to \he concentration of Jewe, 
including American Jew1, in Ierael. (See M. Wiehnitzer, "To Dwell in Safe\71 , 
Jewieh P'1bl1cat1on Society.) And perhape I overlooked 1\, bu\ I failed \o find 
reference to the importut letter from the Preeiden.t of the United State■, 
John Adame, to Major Noah in the year 1818, which 1\ate11 "l really wieh \o aee 

. the J ew1 et;ain in Pal ea\ ine •• an independent nation." 

And from the date of that letter, from 1818 until 1954, \he year of \he 
celebration■, it would have been wor\hwhile mentioning all \he 1ource1 of 
Zionism in the United State■, and they are legion. Alaq, to aum up, (the 
emphaeie 11 on the al ■g) in figu.ree like \he following: 

- in the State of Ierael, which gather• in exile• from the four corner• 
of the earth, from seventy land• and langua&ea, there arA wonderful American-
Jew1, bu\ - their number 4ooaa'\ HA114 op.1-bl,lf ;p•row of the la\11 Jgiah 
popula\ign la Ierael. Mark welll more \hall nine,y-nine and one-half percent are 
from that half ~f .Jewry apread throughoul the world gu\1idt \he United S\alee 
and lue than one-half percen, are from \he other half of Jewry which 11 found ill 
\he United s,a,ee; 

- \he 1ecolld figure which 11 wor\h mentioning in the final chapler of \he 
eource ma,erial for 1\udying \he hie,017 of American Jewry will bes n.e\ much more 
\ban \hree h'Wldred J ewieh-.Aaericane have beea emigra\ing amiually ,o I erael 
during recen\ yu.r . 

How 11 11 peaeible lo an1wer quea\ioD number ■eTen, ea •our rela\ioa■ le 
Ierael1 wi\hou\ _\aking in\o account \he \wo !iguree mentioDed aboT•T 

Oannol the great and eu.cceaetul Jewieh colDIIJWll\y ot lhe Uni\ed s,a,ee 
fiad an an1wer ,o lhi■ queetlon sn. the dq of it1 j$7oua holidqT l\ cer,&1nl7 
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cu, for \he an1wer 11 wr1\\eA on the ten1 of \houeand1 of page• - bo\h 7ellow 
and brlll'ld-new - au\hc,red by Jew■ in ihi1 coun\ry, almo1\ from \he ver17 arrival 
of \he fir,, \weniy-,hre• Jewe in Bew Am1\erdam un\11 \hia very daq. 

Jrom \he hie\ory of Jewiah par\icipa\ic,n in the liberation of \he 
Uni\ed S\ate• from the yoke of foreign rule you learn \ha\ Jewi•h emancipation 
d1dn 1\ go hand in hand wi\h Jewish aelf-rejection a, Jewe by nationali\y. '?he 
Gppoai\e 11 \rue. Jue\ a1 1\ occurred among Jewiah communities iD Wee\en 
Ju.rape who d1dn 1\ \hrow \heir pr~er 1hawl1 and ~lac\eriea in\• \he ■ea a\ 
the fira\ stage of the llmancipa\ion, so w1,h American Jewry. Jewa wu 

par\1c1pated in the American Revolution were proud Jews, clo•e \o their peGple 
and maey of them tied \o the vision of the Return \o Ziea. Row did 
!~njamin Hones, a Democrat from Peanqlvenia in Jefferson'• \im,put 1\T "I 
am accu.aed of being a Jew, of being a R,ipublican and of being poer. I am a Jew. 

I gloey in belongi,ag \o \ha\ perauaeiGa." Benjamin None• did nG\ know of \he 
coDflic\ of dual l•7al,7 be\ween hia being a proud national Jew and hie being a 
\rue patriG\ fighting for \he freedGm of the land in which he lived. 

And one of the fa.\her1 of Amflrican Zioni•m, Rabbi Gershon Mend•• Seiu.1 
proclaimed proudly: "I am a Jew and if for no o\her reaaon - even only for thia 
rea1on - I am a Republic8n ...• How ie 1\ po11ible for A Jew no\ \o be a RepublicaaT" 
Wi\h \he e\reng\h of \hie a7ntheei1 of Jewieh na\ic,nal 1elf-recogni.\ion and a 
tremendous l~ve of freedom,wi.\hou\ half-worda and wi\hou\ complexea et con,radic
tion1, Rabbi Gerahon Mende• Seixa• 1a 1776, led \he majer1,1 of hie Jewieh 
communi\y from Nsw York in\o exile eo •• no\ to fall 1n\G \he hande of the 
lri\iah anr have \o swear an oa\h sf loyal\y to them. 

The same lack of inaer conflic\ between the Jewish national feeli~ 
and \he striving for human fre~dom which repea\a 1\aelf throughou\ Americ• •• 
1truggle1, 1• expre■eed in \he pae\27 •f Imme. La.zaru.a, wboe• words are etched. 
on the baa• of the s,a,ue of Liber\7 which 1tande at the portal ■ of Gne et ,he 
bigg11\ citiea of the worl4. 

The u.ewer 1• eragre.ved ill \he sincere pr11l'er1 of Rabbit and Canter• 
which are fu.11 of lezigiag fGr Zion, in the Yiddieh folk-peem1 wri\\a in \he 
ghetto• of \he •••t aid• of Bew Yark. The anawer 11 given cryatel-clear la the 
scientific ZiG~i•t \eachinge of Ber Borochov whQ 1aw ,he inga,hering of exile• 
•• •• immlaea, h11\&rical aece111,y. I\ ia given iA more ••D■i\ive form 'b7 
Nachmaa S1rk1A. 1, 11 given to~ by ,he pioaeer you\A moTemen,a, few ia number 
aad 1mall in membership, who educa\e thou1ud1 of youlh en this cen\lnal la 
\he face of a\ruggles and difticu.ltiee, \owftrda full ali7a ,o Iarael. 

~ and viii\ \he pioaeer farm a\ High\1\owa, Bew J~raq, almoa, the 0Al7 
Gae in the UAited Sta,e1, ,o my aorrow. There you will find, eTen \oday, JO 
youag men and WQma, American Jew,, preparing \hem1elve1 for Ierael, techaicall7, 
aociallJ, ideologically. 

However, the Zionist movement did no, a\and in the forefreat ~f \ho1e 

hiatorical proce11e1 which 1ought to elevate the leag1qa for the c.mpl•'• 
ideatifica\ion of America Jewry wi\h lhe Gnene11 of Jewi1h fate aad wi,h the 
tu\ure ef the Jewiah people in I1rael \o u. ac\ual reallsatioa,\e immlgra,1ea 
ts I1rael. I\ 11 only \hi• which give• meaniag ud aub1tuce t• ZieDi1t 
educa,1sa ud phol••G~o 

I 

• 
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Pi~u• prqer■ and the 1mmigrat1oA of a few pioAeera remained 1ingular 
phenomeu in CQntradic\ion \a \he 1pread1ng coacept of a "Tef'1,za" Zioniam, 
which 1ough, to replace the eoacep\ of an actiTe Zioni1m. which advoca,e1 
per1oul aatioaal Jewilh 1den\1fieatioa in ,he full •e••• of the word. I lmew 
that I am a,epping on miae-1\rewa ground, but I have act alternatiTe but ,o ,a1ce 
\he chance. The iaaul \ed and enraged people will far outnumber \he reade:ra •f 
,he1e line,. De1p1\e thia, there 11 no avoidiiag a clarification of the•• ma\\era. 

J'undamentally, there 11 no e■ eeatial difference be,w8en the pa,h of ,he 
•Yamidim" from Germu1 wha emigrated to the U.S. and the Buadi1\ \rend •f Me4a 
which landed in the U.S. The f~rmer, aa 10•• ae thq e8t foet on U.S. aoil, aad 
eTen before the Eagllah language replaced the GermaJ1, 1aw themeelvea a, an 
iaolated group, a■ a Jewish phenemeaoa on the American c.a\1aea\ wi\h ••ly the 
\hianeat threacla couecting \Aem to the aourcea of their being, the Ceatral 
lhir•p•an Jewi1h coDlJDU.llity, aad without AAJ' \iea ,o the Jewiah 1deala of \lle 
Be\ura \o Zioa. The aame deTelopmeat ia largely ,rue of ,he Buad of Medem, which, 
while largely made up Gf folk elemea\a aad cleaely coaceraed with the laberer1 ia 
the 1hop1 elld the eacouragemen\ ef Yiddi1h, ha.1 remained a atruge creatioa and 
eff1pring of ,he Bund of Polud, Ru111a ud Li,huania. And if, over there, ,here 
wa1 aome elemenl ef diaciplin•, here in ,he U.S. 1, haa a roo,1e11 appearuce. 
Waea 1\ \here crea,ed a a1m1lar1\y of concep\a be\weea the con1ciou1 a111m1la\1ea11\1 
and \he coa1cioua 1eparatiet1, which meaa11 a\omization of the Jewieh people int• 
grouple,1, mincri\iea, aeparate and indepeadent commwaitie1, each coaceraed w1,h 
1\eelt ••l1T Jer a few in thi1 camp, only the ,ha ,hrea4 of formal religioa 
uai\ed \he differeat Jewiah C.JDJilUJli\iea. For othera, \hi■ thia unifying thread 
waa \he Y1dd1ah language. Bu\ a thread daea aot eerTe a■ a bridge. I\ 11 oal7 
a \hread, eaaily torn, particularly when caugh, up in 1torm1. 

11 there a common boad between \he \wo Te-ry differea\ world• of the 
educatieaal uader\akiaga of the Lubavi\cher Rabbi ud \he \eachinge ef 
Dr . .Bob~r, Gctrdie, Conaerva\iTe Rabbi, Zioni1t, edit r of \he Americaa Jewilh 
Coagre11 guar\erl1 "JudaiamttT I am 1orry io aq tha\ there 11 auch a aimilarily. 

The ae\w•rk of Yelhivot ud religiou1 ach••l• fer lllou1ad1 ef childrea 
whe will remain in the U.S. permaaea\17, •r a\ leaa\, until \he redeemer 
arriTe1 in \he f•rm of ,he Meaeiah, \he••• ef Da'rl.4, for ,hem a Zi•a11m et all7a 
ead the S\a\e of I1rael ia "lrefa" - forbidd••• Aad 1iace \hq h&TI u iaatiac, 
(if••' direc, iaferma,1••> \hal \he cemiag •f \he Me11iah will be leag del11Ted, 
,herefere, all \heir effer,, are deToled \o ,he "•emporar;y• aad Yer, permaaeal 
,,q here. llabbi G•rd11 (aee hia ar\icle in \he Spriag, 1954 i11ue •f 1Judai1■•) 
cil•• half-1ea\eace1 frem \he Pr•phe\1 \• prove \ha\ •Ta the aacieat pr•pllecie1 
declared ,u, \he Di1per11oa - iacludiag tha\ in ,ae U.S. - 11 1emelhiag alwq1 
wi,h ua ud .\llat \ae •l\er of allya •• Iarael de•• u\ c acera 1,. I\ wsul4 
\ake '•• leag '• q\14,e aia werd1. I haTe preTiou1l1 wri\ten a lag\~ ar\icl• 
aboul :Rabbi Gerdi1 1 \heeri•• aad qu•\ati•••• 

Bewever, •• thal ~ reader, may oriea\a\e them1elTe1, I ahall mea\iea 
,w• peia\a frem hi ■ \eachiaga. 

• 1) He que\e1 Yer••• frem Iaaiah I •u' ef coa\e~ ia erder '• preTe \ha\ eTea 1a 
th• clqa ef the Fir,, Temple \here were ma~ ud large J ew11h cemmu.ai ti•• 
oula14• ,he bouadariea •f Iarael •d Judea. Ae preef he g1T111 

•taa, ahall remaia from A111ria, aad frem ~P'• 
Aad fr•m Pa\hrea, ud frc,m Cuu, aad frem llu, 
Aa4 frem ShiUJ, Md fr•m Bama\ll, aJld fr•• \Ile i1laa41 et \Ile •••• 
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:But he doe■ nGt ci,e ,he 1entence which directly toll~w• the aboves 
1And He will ■et up an en1ign for the na\1en■, 
And will a■aemble \he dispersed at Israel, 
Aad gather ,ege,her ,ae di■pereed of Judah 
From ,he four c•rners of the eartho" (Ieaiala., Chapl. 11 verse■ 11 & 12.) 

2) l3ut this 11 not eufficien,. Rabbi G•rdi ■ prsve1 tha, in \hose~• in the lu4a 

of Di1per11on, Hebrew culture wa• a permaaen, phenomenoa out1id• ,he bound, of the 

Ldd •f I ■rael. And here 11 the pre•ta 
"On tha, dq there will be tive cities in lgypl 1peakiDg the 

\eague ef Can-.• 
1r•m ,h11 we may lean \hat \here wa1 net merely an erganizati•n of qmpathizer1 •r 

l•ver1 of \he Hebrew language in Egypt, bu\ actual apeak:iDg ud use of the Hebrew 

laaguage a■ a 11Tillg \ongue. And what wa, p~11i bl• ~n the bank• of ,he Nile an4 

the Red Sea, in a lud in which the Pharoah once eough, to deatrey us, 1hould 

obviou1l7 be mc,re than pGa1ible in the Western Democracy which lie• on the ba.Ak■ ef 

the Hud1on and Ontario Rivera. 

It 1eem1 to me \hat there 11 no essential ditfereace 1~ \he matter of I ■rael 

&Ad the Diaapora between the Lubavitcher Rabbi and Dr. GGrdie ud hie fellewer1. An4 

there 11 cer,ainly ne difference between them regarding the pr~per path \o be 

$Utliaed fer Jewilh y•u\h. 

Bu\ there ia aome,hing mere. Even Maurice Samuel, who 11 a writer with great 

,alent, in lyric \oa••• and 1a the fine ■\ English 1tyle, ha■ recen,ly n•t ceAtributel. 

any,hiag con1truc,1Te ,o u ac,1ve Zieai1m baaed oa aliya and 1elf-iden\ifica,1ea. 

Hi• late1\ boek, "Level Sualigh\" ie full f di ■tertiona, blunder,, a.ad eluder■ ea 

\he chalutz camp in I1rael. Every intelligeAt, •eneitive, ud uader1,anding youta 

whe reade this book wrilten by ene of the 'h••reticiaa1 •f Zieni1m in the U.S. will 

drep any feeling •r particle •f deeire ,~ emigra\e \o thia Lud of ■\range \ribea, 

Wlima&iaably confu1ed, worahipping alien geda, ere,1c1 with regard'• Jewiah 

ex11,eace, "Canaan1\e■" in \he moa\ danger ue 1en■e, carryi11g ia vaia lhe aame ef 

pieae•re, ef builder■ •fa L&Jld, et reviver• ef a wa1\eland, and •t the ether fiae 

things. ADT mu worthy Gf the u.me will ehWl them a1 much •• ~•sible, and if ae 

separates himeelf far enough from them ud taeir la.ad, \hea, 1\ will tellew (aa4 it 

1 ■ necesu17 for the aulhar enly \o hin, at thi1 end it will auffice fer the w1■• 

one, etc.) \hat he muet come cloaer \o ,he cu1,ure ef \he ceuatry ia which h• dwell ■ 

8nd he will adopi it ae hie ewn. Thu1 - Maurice Samu.el. 

Then \here 11 the "truly Orthodox" Jew■ whG claim■ \hat Maimonide■ ordained. 

that the CGmmandment of settling in the Land of Israel at thie time doe1n 1\ hold 

good. He quotee \he Gemarra ae eqing \ha\ he who emigra\ee frcam Babylonia (and •• 

Reb Zadok HaOohen of Lublin, May Hi• Memory le Bleeeed, interpreted thi1, no, 

Babylonia literally, bu, the entire lxile 1ince it 11 a kind of Babylonia) 

tranagres1e1 a poei\ive command.men\. Similar wae the Judgement •f Taehbe,z (eee 

The D~ - Morning Journal, Bew York, November 6, 1954). What ia the connection 

between the shining intellectual and the keen writer, Maurice Samuel, the \eacher 

ot maDj" in the American J ewi eh Comnnmi ty, and that follc,wer of the I eturei Xarta 

who look■ at hi■ Boro Park or hie Br•wneville dwelling place a1 a kind of ■econd 

Babylonia, which my no, be abandoned in order to emigrate to Israel leet he be , 

guil\7 ef a \ranagre11ion? In •ther word■, remain there, in the Browneville 

■ection of Brooklyn, lew York, in order to fulfill the commandmen\1 in acc.rdance 

with the beet interpretation• of our blessed 1age1 and the learned Babbie, and 1a 

this W8¥ you will perpetua,e 70ur Judaiem. -

' 



• 

- .LJ -

Parallel line, meet at infinity. Thie 11 a ma\heatical axiom. Bu\ in our 
very confu1ed poli\ical world, 1, happen• that parallel line, - an\agoniatic in 
eaeence - mee\ even in our dq or a\ lea1\ pair off. The American Jewiah Cemmi\tee 
•••• the ~ermanen, and e\ernal atrategic baae of the Jewieh commmity in the u.s. 
Dae• everything in it merit only glorification? Lei ue be juet \omen like 
!lau1tein and Proakauer and •~ \hat \hi1 11 not their opinion. They too aee bo\h 
1ide1 of the coin. However, on tho1e dq1 when they don \heir eveniJlg clo\hea, \he 
preeen\a\ion of the local Jewiah community which they make 1a a mos\ poliahed one. 
Then everything 11 lovely and in g~od orders freedom, full equali\y of civil righ\a, 
ju1\ice on ear\h. Ye\ \hia 1ame "American Jewi1h CGmmi\tee• participate, actively 
in varioue organization• fighting an,1-Semitism, an indication tha\ anti-Semi\i1m 
apparently exiata in some degree~ They apend gigantic au.me for research concerning 
anti-Sem1\11m end for fighting 1\. Bu, \he research isn't alw~• entirely objective 
and the method• of comba\ting anti-Semitism which \hie group has adop\ed could 
peaaibly be improved in a number of waya. However, 1\ ie an incon\rover\ible fact 
that anti-Semitiam exiata even in the opinion of thie group. But not onl7 thia. 
~xamine each volume of the American J ewieh Yearbook ieaued annually by the American 
Jewieh Committee and you will aee aociological analyse• ot Jewiah communitiee in the 
U.S. in which the Jewiah socio-economic anomal7 in the u.s. 1• aelient. Heverthele••• 
the member• of the American Jewieh Committee believe that the American Jewiah 
Diepersioa ia atable and firm and if eomething neede correction, it mu.et be done here. 
On the other 1ide of the fence one find• American Jews who have the moat pea1imi1tic 
outlook on the preaent atatua of American Jewry both aociallf and politically. I do 
not speak of the Yev1ektzia, which 11 cut off from its people and denie1 ita 
ex11tence, for where will one find a eimilar group in the history ot other peopleaT 
I epeak rather of thoee Jews who strive for far-reaching aocial changes and at the 
eeme time have a strong Jewieh national sentiment. The1 hold dear their tiee to 
Judaiem, to ite holid~e, to ite tradition. What do theee Jewe eqT The etrategic 
base for the war againet anti-Semitiem, against povert;z and degradation, aad againet 
political reaction ie here, where the "di1peraion• exieta. Any emigratioa, • 
including aliya to Ierael ia 1 flight from the battlefront". Jrom which battlefront T 
What 11 their etrength in theee etruggle•T Yet they will propound a theory for you 
that the aitu.ation ie getting wor•e and that reaction 11 conquering more and more 
positions. They obviously met lmow that wherever reaction iacreaaea, there anti
Semiti ■m increaae1. And before salvation comee, death~ arrive. Until the 
redeemer appeara, the Jews will find themeelvee, aa alwqa, between the millatone• 
and 1118¥ be pulverised. Yet thi• latter group continue, to maintain •the 1trategic 
baaeT - it ie here". 

Neverthele11, the Jewi1h ma11ee in the U.S. unlike their 1piritual, political 
or orgaAizational leaders, differ in their baaic approach. The ordina17, •eveeyciq• 
Jew1 doe1 not suffer from the dieeaee of "double loyalty•. He feel• no conflict 
between hi• love for the co'llAtry in which he live• pre1ently and hi1 hi1toric 
J ewieh national longing■• And the moat blatant proo:t of thie ie the great people, 1 

voluateering of the ma11e1 of Jewry in the U.S. for Israel. Check into the JD8ll1' 
tund rai1ing campaign activitie1 and you will diacover that million• of Jew, are the 
contributor,, in larger or emaller amount,, to the United Jewiah Appeal, to the 
:Bond Drive, to the Hada11ah undertaking■, to the Jewi1h Rational lw:t.4 aad to the 
ten, of other Ierael campaign■, aome •1ega1• ud 1ome "illegal•. Thi• ie not onl7 a 
form of per1onal atonement, nor ie it only an expre11ioa of "aa1i1taace to our 
endaagered brethren in the kat•. Thia eincere contributing Jew aurel7 look• 
aakaace at the curiou1, 1elf-de~ing formulation of the fringe element ■ ot the 
community (1ome of them even at the :tringe of the Zioai1t elemeatl) that this aid 
11 aece11aey 1 becauee we are Americu1 8Jld as Americen1 our heart ■ are alw~• ope 
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to help UJ yo,mg democracy which 1eek1 to maintain 1 t 1elf." J'or him the Laad 
of Israel is not like •~ democracy•. It 11 rather 1bl democracy to which he 
alw~s looks. The people•' great contribution 11 a proud expre11ion ot the axiom, 
•a11 Jew• are reeponsible for one another•; of the deep und~rstanding of' the unit7 
of Jewieh fate despite it1 divieion into dispersions and exiles; of the deaire to 
identify with the fate of the State of Israel, of which they wieh to be a part, ud 
to be among ite builder,. 

Only the 1piteful apostate• {euch as Moshe Sneh) can argue impudently and 
with complete disregard of reality, that the contributiona which reach Israel from 
American Jewry are the contributions of a few capitalists who desire Jewieh 
capitalistic (Jewish? - what an echo of' the Nazi accuaationsl) control of Israel 
policy. Only conscious or unconscious assimilationists who live in the U.S. will 
argue that Jewish contributions are an expreesion of the American apirit of 
financial benevolence and will deny the active national aepect which lies at the 
basis of the great Wld~rtaking. (I am told, that general American f'UDd raiaiag 
campaigns, not for specifically Jewieh need.a, come to study the methods of the 
Jewieh campaigns.) 

Jews are seeking personal identification with the State of Israel as a 
bulwark against the aseimilation of the younger generation. The, do not find it in 
Jewish education, which is given ia driblet1, lacking any wholeneea. Nor do they 
find it in Zionist activity in the u.s. which has estranged itself from the classic 
sources of Zionism. Therefore they emphasi1e the syJUtgOgues and try to convert 
them into Jewish centers as a substitute for personal indentif'ication. Will their 
children continue to accept the qnagogue ae their center? They, and certainly 
their children I s children will alrea~ be very far from the source■ and in the 
midst of assimilation - it only the general economic and political conditioae will 
permit this. 

In the face of theee oppoeing phenomena in American Jewry, the Zionist 
movement ought to take a clear 1tfl!ld, if it wishes to survive. It should pre1eat 
fighting programs to encourage every pioaeer And dynamic force. It ought to call 
for pereonal and epiritual identification with Jewieh unity and with the State of 
Israel. To advocate aliya aa a world-outlook, as a wq of 1aving the American 
Jewieh community from a1aimilation and as the naximal expre111on of aaaietance 
that this community can give to Israel, as a bridge for the 1aving of Jewieh youth 
from disaolution, lose of direction, ignorance and detachment - thi1 should be it• 
program. 

Iaatead, there 1• the compromiae in Zioniem, the half-hearted educatloa. 
The vast majority of Jewieh children in the U.S. who receive aome Jewieh educatioa, 
and they total only 20-25 percent of the entire young Jewiah generatioa, receive 
onl7 a one- or two-hour a week educatioa. Instead of a complete Hebrew or Jewieh 
achool, you have a paltry ecrap of an educatioa, a third, a fourth, an eighth, a».d 
perhap1 even lea• thNl that. Inetead of identification with the culture of Iarael, 
you find the worship of a few formal aepecta of the religioa (the four pillar• of 
Jewieh qua1i-exi1tence arescircumeioa, bar-mitsva, marriage, and f'Wleral). In 
place of personal identification - inatead of convertiag the folk-coatributioa 
into aa instrument of epiritual and pereonal uplift for Zioniem - it become, aa •d 
in iteelf. Inatead of encouraging ali7a of all type• and in all form,, aad e■-
pecially pioneering al17a there is the coaceptioa of •eerTice to I1rae1•, of : 
pilgrimage, of seminar,, for a year, for a hal.f-7ear, for 1ix week• la IWDJDer, for a 
two week visit to Israel. (I do Rot aegete theee thi11gs in them1elve1. On the 

' 
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coatrary, I aupport them wholehettrtedly. I negate them only as aubatitute■.) 

It should be obvious that 1a the light of this practice of half-wq measure• 
aad compromi1e, it was Receesaey to achieve a theoretical basis for "hal.f-WIQ'-i1m•. 
First of all, ceme the "Marxist-like" proof from the mouths ot swon aati-Marxiata 
that because. ao to speak, there are ao specific social-ecoAomic stimuli for the 
Jewiah COIDDlUJlity, there is ao reason for the emigration of AmericaA Jewe to Israel. 
The pessimistic Zionist analysis of the Golah was correct, thq slQ', except - for 
the Uaited States. Coaeequeatly, they have developed theories of exaggerated 
optimism, of glorification of the preseat, aad of the blurring of paiafu.l problem• 
withia the America.a Jewish community. 

Such a half-way approach is ao program. It cannot breathe aew life iato 
the youth. It has ao coateat sad gives no directioa for the you.ager geaeratioa. 
It is not likely to assist in the serious mobilization of private capital for 
Israel, aad it will certainly not bring Jews with capital to consider the poeaibility 
of emigrating to Israel and of settling there. Such an approach has resulted iA the 
fact that chalutz groups among Jewish youth are few in number, isolated, and 
struggling against tremendous odds. Nor does it help the State of Israel ia moment• 
of political or security crises, when the most serious aid which can be exteaded to 
it is aliya, increase in maapower, 1a materials, in bodies and soule - all together 
and not just one single element from amoag them. 

P~rhaps at this point I should look for the aaswer to the questioa: How did 
you, Zionist colleagues in the Tercenteaary Committee, agree that thus should the 
holid~ be seen? How did 7ou agree to this kind of a vision of the future of this 
noble comnru.aityT And how few you are, Zionist comradea, in this Terceateaary 
Committee. I asked myselfl Ia this an accident or was it doae purposel7 by the 
Zioaiste? Is thelr ma.rk uarecognized (aad yet they are active end initiators in 
the local commuaities, in the press, ia the fund raiaiJag campaigaa, in organizatioa
al life, 1• spiritual and literary eadeavora), or have the differeacea betweea 
Zionists and aoa-Z1on1sta already become 10 blurred that the Zionists have 
acquieeced with the fact that their work should be done b7 others in the maaner of 
those righteous mea who allow others to act for themT Are there ao difference■ 
between the two works? Are there ao differences aa to the maa».er in which thi ■ 
thiag caa be accomplished? 

Ia thia qmptomatic of streagth which spread.a it ■ wiage over all that 
paeaes by, or is it perhapa a sign of weakaeas, to be a few amoag JDIUl1' others. A 
paiaful few - I don't dare utter the truth. 

I asked m,self whether I have the right to tura to you ia th1a fashion and 
whether you will accept thia with the same good will in which it 1a writtea, for 
it 11 writtea without "a priori" judgement, without a sease of nperiority or a 
feeli:ag of lack of equal worth between various Jewiah commu.aitiea a.ad their 
represeatativea. 

There 1• oae more thiag I mu.st add which will probably rule me out 
abaolutely as a witaeas. I admit without shame that I have a peaaimlatic outlook 
coacerniag the future of All. of Jewey 1 a Diaepora. The emp}Aa■ia 11 oa "Diaepora" 
sad oa "all" - together. !~1• is aot to 18¥ that I have coatemp,. Beavea forbid, 
for the Diaapora. Bothiag is further from JIW' miad thaa to look 4owa oa J ewi ■h 
creativity duriag loag h1atoric periods, aa well aa toda,. I am, JD71elf, a product 
of the Jewish exile sad its faithful soa, despite the tact that I fouad JD7 homelaad 
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1a Israel. There ia ao exieteace for Ierael without Diaspora culture and without 

Diaspora Jewry. I ~self thiak la Hebrew aad D\Y childrea 1 a mother toague 1• 

Hebrew. Yet I am bowad with ever, part of nv beiag to Yiddieh. I am coaceraed 

with ita situatioa, yet I do aot prq for its dieappearaace and am v~ry doubttu.l 

about lts future. Wherever Yiddiah will wither ud disappear, Hebrew will aot arise. 

Evea more tlaaa th11, every faithful J~wiah creatioa, truly Jewiah ia ap1r1t, ia dear 

to me evea if it 11 expressed ia u aliea toague. 

Morrie Roaeafeld 11 ver, dear to me, aad I love the aaive uarchiatic poems 

of David Halberatadt from that atorD\Y Md oppressive period of Jewish poet17 writtea 

oa Americu soil. And sevenfold dearer to me 11 Meaahem l3oraieha aad Opato1hu, aad 

the aoage of the eweatahopa aad the folk aoags la Yiddiaa about the trsgic famoua 

Triangle fire. It is uuecessary for me to emphasize that I find much of value ia 

the Hebrew literature which 11 being created ia the America exile to the degree 

that it 11 aot meaat to be a Hebrew laaguage, ii pl&ce of Israel - a kiad of 

Am~rican "Caaaaniem". 

But whet CSll I do if my basic conceptioa coacerning the historical outcome 

ie peesimietic iaeofar as it coaceraa the future of Jew1 ia the Diaepora1 - iacludiag 

that of the u.s. Thia does aot mean that I am propoaiag to Americaae or Caaadiaa 

Jewry to pack their belongiags and emigraie at oace ea ma11e to Israel. If I had 

to write a letter to the Jews of Morocco, I would certainly utilize the laaguage of 

"let us pack our buadlea aad retura home". !ut tllat is our tragedy. Where oae caa 

write such letters, there is ao longer say aeed for them, for it 11 perhaps already 

too late to read them. Where there is aeed for such lettera, who know1 if &a¥o•e 

read■ them. 

I do aot 18¥, "Jews of the u.s. or Americaa Zioai1t1, go immediatel7 or 

you will not be worthy of the title Zioaists." After all, this iea 1t the oaly 

difference betweea iey- viewpoiats and thoee of the former premier of Israel, 

Mr. D. Bea Gu.rioa. Zioaiata will remaia loyal, ia m:t opiaioa, evea if taey do ao, 

do 10 forthwith aad at oace, oa coaditioa that the7 eacourage every form of ali7a, 

stead behiad every oleh, show the road of aliya to Americaa J ewey as the oae aad 

oaly deatiaatioa, lerael, for their children, for their brethrea, ud even for a 

part of themselves. 

Perkapa the time aae aot yet come for the call, "Houee of Jacob, let ue go 

forward". :But the hour certainly has come, e.ad perhape ia a little while it will 

be too late, to call Americaa Jewry towards "tlle base of the aecent". "Yeaeod 

Hamaalah". 

There are two alterae.tivee ead ao otllere: 
a) Attachmeat to the oae Jewish fate acroee oceaae aad coatiaeate aad regimee; 

:f'u.11 ideatificatioa with it, aot oaly through philaathropy, but througa the 

recogaltioa that despite all the var1aata, the same proce1se1 operate amoaga\ us 

everywhere. Tkere 1• but oae eolutioA to these processes, whether we label them, 

el'Ch in hie own laaguage, the Jewish trage4, the Jewish problem, t.be Jewiall 

aao~ly, guardiag Jewish exiateace or maiataining Jewiah coatiault7, aad the 

aolutioa 11, age.in in ve.rioue laaguat;e1 bu\ w1\ll oae objective - return to Zioa, 

ali7e. to Ierael, suppor, of chalutzlu\ aad ite •iataiaera, etreagtheaiag tlle 

State with humaa material, with capital imported b7 owaere of capital. 

This is the etartiag poiat for the revival of tke Zioaiat movemeat aere; 

for the reaewed aad coaatructive clarifice.tioa of the problem■ of Jewiah educatioa 
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(which were not the eubject of this letter); for the erection of aoa-artificial 
barriers to the assimilation of the yo\l.llg~r generation; to belt the backslid.111.g, and 
to nrovide a leaning post f~r future aliya; for a future for America• Jewry aad aot 
only a glorified tie to its past; for a powerful and not a timid etend before the 
storms of the times; for self-respect ead praiee. 

b) Tae eecoad alteraative deID8.llde acquiescence with the exie\iag eituatioa ae it la 
expressed in the coateat of these Tercentenary celebratioaa. Moreover, it is evea 
possible to break out of this accepted fre.mework projected in a auper-abu.aduce of 
program material aad preaca "the two-w~ bridge" from Bew York to Jerusalem but 
always to return on thie same bridge and to aachor in New York. It 11 evea po11ible 
to encourage Americu-Hebr~w culture, aot for the 1eke of Hebrew in Israel aad not 
for the sake of Hebrew ia America, but for a Hebre~ which rm,lace• Israel. It 11 
possible to speak of etreagtaoiag tae State aad to think ia terms of voluntary fiAan
cial euppor\ oDly {ud aevertheleea I am full of praiee for the woaderul opea
haadedaees of Americaa Jew,). Thie 18 a path ber~ft of a future for America.a Jewry 
aad of a degeaeration of the Z1oai8t movement - first of all. 

Which will you choose, repreeeatativee of tae Zionist movemeat ia the 
Tercenteaary Committ~e (even if you weren't chosen officially for the job)T Will 
you choose bumaae or a.gel8 - reality or fantasy? The matt~r is most serious - you 
are ia aa historic momeat. But even more tbs.a this, you stud before tae bar of 
Jewish history. It will judge you, each of you b7 aame aJad by deed, for shame or 
for praiee. 

Ia atq case, I slaould be satisfied if there would prevail in your 
tab~rnacle1 during \hese days, aot only the apirit of Simchat Torah and Hakaffot, 
but sleo the day of soul-1earchiag, of Kol Nidre. 

Perh&~• I der~d too mch, if 10 I ask your forgiveneee. Yet, beli~e me, 
I expr~ea but the emallee\ iota which a».y Jew ia Aretz, aay worker, any builder, 
alld fighter in Israel, could expre11 todq. 

Perhaps D\1 labor ehould aave been done b7 oae of the aoaa of Americaa 
J~wey now living in Israel. I nope the latter will not be eAgey with me doiag 
it, for their 1ake1, for your eakee, for our eake1 - Md for all of ue. 

~iacerely yours, 



N. Ton cw~ SON, INC. 

2WEST46THSTREET ~ NEW YORK36,N.Y. 

Off'tces and %ctor/es 
ANTWERP, BELGIUM • TEL AVIV, ISRAEL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East lOS Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 25, 195S 

CJe leph..one s 
LUXEMBURG 2·1577·8 

I regret very much that I had no opportunity to talk to 
you on Monday night and I can assure you that if we had organ
ized the meeting, you would have had a crowded hall. 

At the suggestion of Harold P. Manson, I am enclosing a 
report of a meeting which I attended in Dr. Goldmann' s office 
and, as I had not yet had the occasion to hear your speech, 
I took the most fighting position against an alliance wiitt~ 
old friends of yours like NahUlll, Rose ard Mr. Kenen. 

When you know that Mr. Chasin gets $2,000 a 110nth, you 
will understand that he is not interested in a short and 
s uccesstul campaign. 

Best regards to Mrs. Silver and 

JT:gs 
enc. 

~ Jacque Torcsyner 



REPORT OF MEETING AT OWISH AGENCY FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1955 

Present: Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Louis Segal, Dr. Seidel, Rabbi 
Irving Miller, Jacques Torczyner, I. L. Kene, Judd Teller, Mr. Chasin 

Dr. Goldmann opened the meeting stating that everybody' knew what it was 
all about and he gave the floor to Mr. Chasin who gave the following picture: 

1) tl,.1,000 was raised by 1100 individual contributions. There was at the end 
of 1954 a deficit or $17,000. There is .now a deficit of $24,000. The necessary 
budget for the current year is $125,000. 

2) I asked Mr. Chasin to break down the donations by organizations. Mr. KEilen 
stated that JIOSt of the contributions were individual tributes tD Mr. Lipsky. The 
$5,000 that Rabbi Nussbaum raised in Los Angeles, etc • ., are not on an organization
al basis. 

3) Mrs. Halprin stated that Hadassah was cooperating and that the ZOA is not 
cooperating., that we don't do the political work. Mr. Segal stated that something 
must be done and he was ready to guarantee $5,000 from the Labor Zionist groups. 
I asked Mr. Chasin if he would be willing to accept having the four parties under
write $100,000. Mr. Chasin was not interested in such a plan for two reasons: 

a) because he wants to build up a machinery 
b) because such contributions by parties would endanger the tax

exemptabili ty of those parties. 

4) A great stress was laid in the discussion on the fact that the Bond people 
are fighting the Committee all over the country. Mr. Kenen stated that perpa.ps 
the Committee on Public Af'fairs ·should be dissolved and a colllllittee of )0 non
Zionists and Zionists be set up. Mr. Segal felt that this was a terrible thing 
and that the Zionists should remain in this activity. 

5) Babbi Miller said that the decision to establish this Coimnittee had been 
made a year ago., that it was final and he suggested that 100 communities be chosen 
and that each be asked to contribute $1.,000 per community. He also promised the 
cooperation of the local councils to raise that money-. All parties present except 
the ZOA agreed to send out directly to their members letters to that effect. I 
announced that we had a special meeting of our Executive Conmittee on March 2 where 
we would discuss the matter fully. Dr. Goldmarm said he had receiTed a phone call 
from Dr. Neumann who had assured him that he would receive the full cooperation 
of the Z0A in this matter. 

6) Mr. Kenen said that Rabbi Miller had refused to pay the expenses or the 
Johnston Dinner called ~ the Committee on Public Affairs. 'When we asked Mr. Kenen 
how the contribution of 11 for the Dimer was different troa $50,000 in principle, 
he said that this was a matter or education (which shows once more that if there 
were good will on the other side, they could find the money). 

The aeeting adjourned with the decision that the ExecutiTe Directors of 
the various organizations would meet and determine among themselves the quotu 
for the various cities. ., 

To: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Abraham Goodman 
Dr. Leon Feuer 
Dr. Harris J. Levine 
Heman L. Weisaan 

Respect!ull7 subaitted, 

Jac~ues Torczyner 



N. Ton cw~ SON, INC, 

2 WEST 46™ STREET <@ NEW YORK 36, N . Y. 

Offices al'ld 9actor/es 
ANTWERP, BEL.GIUM • TEL. AVIV, ISRAEL. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Teaple 
East 105 Street at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 16, 1955 

CJe (eplt.ones 
L.UXEMBURG 2-1577-8 

I regret not writing to you earlier to thank you for 
your kind reception during my stay in Cleveland. It was 
really' a pleasure meeting you and Mrs. Silver. I spoke 
to Raphael and I am glad to hear that he is feeling bet
ter. 

As you saw, it seems that Montor is out, but I am 
very much afraid of the interim period from now till 
May 1. He still can do a lot of dam.age. 

I unierstand that Joe Schwartz is supposed to get in 
touch with you. I hope that these changes mean the be
ginning of a general change of attitude of the Israel 
Government. 

I sent a special message to our friends in th:3 Israel 
Goverment telling them that now, they have the opportmi ty 
to show some influence in the management of Israel affairs 
on the American scene. 

Wl th best personal regards, as al~ays, 

Ve trul7 yours, 

r 



N. Tone~~ SON, I c. 
2 WEST 46™ STREET • NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Offtces and ½ctor/es CJe lepA011e s 
ANTWERP, BELGIUM • TEL AVIV, ISRAEL LUXEMBURG 2-1577-8 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105 Street at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 19, 1955 

I tried to reach you on the telephone, but you were 
out of town. 

I mard from • Lubins that he is going to Cleve
land on Thursday a -,...._...+:-"1'nu to know that he is doing 
a very good job. He is a dynamic person. He spoke at our 
Administrative Council and wherever he speaks, he not only 
makes a wnderful impression, but gives the people courage 
-, continue the fight within tre Zionist Movement. 

Since I was in Cleveland, the situation has not im
proved. Kontor' s defeat has not brought us any glory yet. 
The Government or Israel suddenly discovers that there are 
many skeletons in the closets or the Bond Drive, but they 
are afraid to open them because they helped to put the 
skeletons there. 

I hope that you will be able to help Mr. Lu~s)Q', v 
He is especially wnderful in private oonversations and I ~ 
am sure that if he would meet a group of your devoted friems, 
he could do a magnificent job. 

With best personal regards to Mrs. Silver and yourself 
from all or us, I remain 

tery itruly yours, 

JTsgs 
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