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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF CLEVELAND 

Minutes of a Meeting Held Tuesday, October 29. 1935. 8:30 P.M •• at the Temple 

1. Hi story and Background 

The meeting was opened with a brief review by Max Simon, temporary 
chairman, concerning the background of the Jewish Community Council and the 
steps which had letl to its formation. In January, 1935, a committee of the Jew
ish Welfare Federation, after a year of study and discussion, had called a 
series of conferences of comnunity leaders to consider the advisability of creat
ing such a body. These included representatives of Temples and Synagogues, and 
their Men's Groups, Sisterhoods, and Alunmi Organizations, Philanthropic and 
Benefit Societies, Lodges and Fraternal Groups, local chapters of National and 
International Organizations, and the editors of the Jewish newspapers. 

Each conference, after analysis and discussion, had gone on record 
unanimously in favor of creating a Jewish Community Council. A large meeting 
of all persons who had been invited to the previous sessions was called and 
again endorsed the project. Mr Simon was elected temporary chairman, was directed 
to appoint an Organization Committee to draft a Constitution and take other nec
essary steps in the formation of a Community Council. 

To date approximately one-hundred organizations had approved the Con- · 
stitution which had been submitted by this Committee, and this meeting was the 
first of the permanent Jewish Conmunity Council. 

Created because of a recognition that there existed problems which 
were the mutual concern of all Jews, the Council was intended to provide a means 
by which all elements of Cleveland Jewry could discuss these issues in joint 
conference, a channel for the expression of all points of view, and a medium 
for united action when action was necessary, Mr Simon said. Through such con
tact and discussion, it was hoped that there would result a more intelligent 
understanding of these problems, and of the v3l'ious Jewish groups by each other. 
The aim of the Council was unity, not uniformity, and ~hile it was not expected 
to be a panacea for the complete solution of all Jevvish problems, it was hoped 
that it would be helpful in ~~eting them. 

2. Membership of the Council. 

The acting.Secretary reported that to date 104 orgraiizations had 
accepted membership in the Comnnmity Council. These were entitled to a total 
of 151 representatives. Included were: 14 Temple and Synagogue Congregations, 
22 Related Groups - Sisterhoods, Men's Clubs, Alumni Associations, 26 Social 
Service, Philanthropic, and Aid Societies. 10 Zionist Groups, 9 Educational and 
Cultural Groups, 8 Fraternal and Benevolent ·societies, 5 Lodges and Auxiliaries, 
5 Social Groups,5 Protective Organizations. The 104 groups which were members 
included practically every large Jeuish organization in the city, the Secretary 
s:t:ited. 

3. Approval of Representation 

In accordance with Article IV, Section 6, upon motion by Mr Haber, 
duly seconded, and carried, the Council granted one representative to each of 
the following groups, which have no dues-paying and/or voting individual mem
bership , or have fewer than 75 of such membership: Balfour Lodge (B'nai B1rith), 
B1 nai Israel Sisterhood, Cleveland Jewirui Singing Society, Jeviish National 
Workers Alliance ,j/,45, Je\"1ish Social Age-..1.cy Representatives, Masada (Central 
Chapter), Pioneer Women's Organization #2, Poale Zion #1, Poale ~ion #2, Belle
faire Jer,ish Orphan Hone, Bureau of Jevlish Education, Crunp Wise Association, 
Council Educational Alliance, Federn.t j on of J ;:;}\'1i sh lf('ne::i' s Orcn.rdzations, Jewish 
Social Service Bureau, Le~"'lle of J u\7i~::. Youth, M01.1:r.t S5.~w.i £iospi tal, Welfare 
Association for JeniGh Children; Gn..11 Ivri Wo□8J ~s lrrc1Jp (p:.:cp0sed by Mr Albert 
Woldman); Le~~ for Humnn Rights ¾~a.inst 1Jn.ziis!71 (prcpc,sed by Rabbi AH Silver). 

On recommendation of the Or5o.nization Comj ttee, the Council like
wise 6raz1ted one representative for the conbinntion of t:he two Sherith Jacob 
Sisterhoods, a.,d refrained fron 0rra..,ting representation to the Sherith Jacob 
Cultural Club because of duplication and lack of sufficient menbership. 
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4. Election of Nominating Comnittee 

Acti11t; in t~e capacity of a temporary Executive Committee, since 
the latter had not yet been elected, the Orgnnization Comt1ittee proposed to 
the Council the follo,ving nanes for election as a Noninating Connittee: Henry 
A Rocker, chaimnn; Harry A Levy, Jacob Wol:pa.v1, Hrs Benj anin Levine, Julius 
Schweid, George J Klein, nnd Louis Singer. Upon r.1otion of Mr Sol Edgert, duly 
seconded, a'"lcl unanir.10usly curried, the entire group was elected, and directed 
to noclnate a slate of officers ruid an Executive C0Dr:1ittee. 

Follouing further discussion during the lattar part of the r.ieeting, 
upon ootion duly r.m.de, seconded, and carried, the no.me of Mr Singer was with
drawn from the Noni:1ating Cor.ni ttee, and the Tenporn.ry Chairr.mn was i11stru.cted 
to appoint another person to fill that place. 

5. Cor.u:runity Calendar 

Mrs Benjani.n Levine suggested that one of the first activities of 
the Cor.u:runity Council should be the institution and adninistration of a Con
munity C~lendar, to serve as a nethod of clea.rinc dates. In this uey- each 
organization would know ,7hat dates are being utilized by others, anc1.. would 
avoid the scheduling of several events for the snr.ie day. No action was taken 
on this proposnl. 

6. ·Report on East Central States Regional Conference 

Upon the request of Mrs Rose Levin, the Secretary and Mrs Siegr:rund 
Herzog reviewed briefly the discussion of the East-Central States Regional 
Conference which had been held in Toledo October 26 nnd ';!/. They reported that 
the novenent to develop Jewish Cor:n:runity Councils in various cities hn.d been 
a najor the~e of the Conference. Cincinnati, Da~~on, a..~d South Bend had already 
organized such Councils, and Detroit and Toleto were takine sir.iilar action. 

7. Discussion Concerning the Creation of 11Jewish Issues" i:i Political Canpaigns 

Rabbi Silver reported that he had been told that nenbers of both 
political parties planned to distribute leaflets injecting anti-Senitisn as an 
issue into the r:runicipnl canpaign. He deplored tne creation of fictitious 
Jewish issues in such cru:Ipai~s, a.:1d pointed out that the Je~ish people could 
not afford to pernit such a practice, es:pecinlly in these troubled times. 
There rras no Jewish issue in this conpaii~1, he said; every Jew voted as an 
individual Anerican Citizen, in accordance with his orn1 conscience. The Com
munity Council would acconpli sh its first real achiever.1ent, he stated, if the 
representatives would explain the facts to their respective croups, and empha
size that the Jewish Connunity seriously fro,ms upon and deplores the injection 
of ima6inary Jewish issues where none existed. 

It was reported that such leaflets had already been printed, and a 
copy was given to the Secretary and read. to the Council. A notion was then 
r.iade and duly seconded that the Secretary issue a public statenent ca.king clear 
the facts as set forth by Rabbi Silver. A..~ alternate ootion was l!lB.de and duly 
seconded that instead of issuine such a statenent, the Temporary Chairnn.n be 
instructed to appoint a Cor.nittee to neet with the caopaign nanagers of both 
parties, and explain that the Je\7ish Co1:u:ru.nity deplores the injection of such 
io.a.1inary Jewish issues when none existed, and ask that no leaflets of this 
kind be printed. A third sugfestion was that the Council itself take no direct 
action, but work through individuals active in the two parties. 

The first tuo notions uere discussed at length, with Abrahan Kollin, 
Sinon Green, and Max Meisel ru:iong those spenking for the first, and Harry 
Altshuld, Saul Danaceau, Jerone Curtis, nnd Leon Wiesenfeld favoring the second. 
It was pointed out by the forner that the printin6 and distribution of such 
leaflets in this and other car.ipaigns was clone by individuals, and that the party 
len.d.ern would sey that they were !1ot responsible for it und thn.t they i.1 fact 
conder.t.~ed it. It was said, too, that a public state~ent, carefully worded, 
would be subject to no misinterpretation, while the action of a Cor.u:rl.ttee r.d.ght 
be conn trued by the newspapers in several · di"ffera:1t r,ey.s. 
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Those advocnti~ the appointoent of a Cot1l'littee, on the other 
hand, stated that such action VTOuld prevent the recurrence of the practice 
in future caopaisns, that it uould be effective in that for the first tire 
the cana.gers uould be confronted by a Cor:ll?littee really representinr~ the entire 
Jewish Conrn.1.nity and would have to lend weight to their renarks, that it night 
avoid needless publicity, and that the practice would end if the parties uere 
told not to pay for such circulars. 

All were O{;reed, houever, that it should be nade clear that no 
Je,1ish issue existed in this and si□ilar cnopaigns, and that the Je,vish Con
nunity seriously disapproves a11d deplores the injection of such issues. 

In view of the difference of opinion concerning the procedure to 
be follor,ed, a notion nas aade, auly seconded and carried that in accordance 
with Article V, Section 4, of the Constitution, the natter be tabled until 
the next succeeding 1:ieeting of the Council, to peroit further thought and to 
insure careful action. 

8. Letter to Mr Friedlruig 

On notion nade, duly seconded, ru1d carried, the Secretary was in
structed to write Mr AH Friedlnnd, expressinr; the regret of the Cor:lt'lunity 
Co'Wlcil that he was unable to be present and voicing its sincere wishes for 
a speedy recovery fron his current illness. 

9. The neeting nas then adjourned. 

Respectfully subai tted, 

(Signed) Philip Bernstein 

Actin6 Secretary. 



Plan of Procedure in Organizing a Jewish Comnuni tx Council Ml QltJVe1.and 

Carefully organized newspaper publicity 

In our Jewish newspapers, with the understanding and coopera
tion of the editors. 

The articles will stress the need for integration, intra-Jewish 
understanding, and unity; will back this with 9tatements 
by Jewish leaders such as Justtce Brandeis; will tell what 
other cities have done to bring this about. 'l!ua will 
attempt to sell the need for a CoD1DUnity Council, rather 
than the Council itself. 

II. Meetings of gro,;ps of Jewish leaders. 

Representing various points of view and different elements in 
the community. These can be grouped as follows: 

A, Newspapers 
:a. Temples and Synagogues 
"• Educational and CUl tural Groups 
D. Philanthropic and Benefit Societies 
E. Lodges and Social Clubs. 
F. Local Chapters of National and International Organizations 

In some cases personal conferences may be necessary with a few 
of the important leaders prior to these meetings. 

At each meeting the center of the discussion will again be the 
need for Jewish unity and integration, permitting, as far 
as possible, the representatives themselves to evolve the 
Community Coumil as the answer to these needs. 

III. Meetings of representatives of all these groups. 

At this session the prQblem will be discussed from its broad 
community aspects, whereas in the others it waa centered 
to some extent upon the effect suob a· Council uld have 
on their particular interests and ~eres of action. 

Preliminary to any concrete action this group might take, it 
might be advisable to have them make a survey of Jewish 
organizations in the city. This would be a definite 
achievement and bit of enlightenment at the Y be,in
ning. 

IV. Formal meeting of representatives of all outatooding gr2up• to 
Organize definitely a Community Copil. 

The Council would thus be sponsored, apparently at least, by 
the c~mmmity rather than be the Jed.eration. 



Organization Procedure -2-

Some impcrtant considerations: 

1. This plan calls for a very careful and rather thorough 
ground-work in the comnunity. It attempts to make 
the conmunity feel that it is organizing itself. 
It must proceed very slowly, but such a solid 
foundation is vitally ~ecessary for the success of 
the venture. 

2. There nm.st be a very careful interpr~tation of the project 
to the general community, lest it be misunderstood as 
a "Jewish Government" within a government. 'l'he pur
poses and limitations of t .he Council must be clearly 
stated. It can be said that one of the specific aims 
of the Council is to raise the plane of Jewish cultur
al life, and to make every Jew a better American citi
zen and a greater asset to the general community. 

3. Each organization will have to be satisfied that its aut
onomy is not being threatened in any way-- that it 
is losing ro ~owers. The Council will merely be an 
educational instrument to~ the exchange and inter
pretation of various points of view among Jews. No 
organization will be bound by the action of its 
representatives. 

4. We mu.st :not under-estimate the scope of our task. It is 
a large one, and will require very careful thought 
and considerable time and effort. But its success 
would well be worth it. 



Membership October 29. 1935 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY COtn1CIL 

Qrgani zation 

Alliance Mothers Club (Mt Pleasant) 
A: 1::ance Mothers Club (E 105th St) 
A}.l1wise Association 
.: ..... erican Hebrew Benevolent Association 

Ansha Galicia Sisterhood 
Reechmont Club 

ltcJ3 ellefaire 
i3etl1 H:unidro sh Hagodel Congregation 
Beth Hurnidrosh Hagodel Sisterhood 
Beth Zion & Cleveland Ladies Aid Society 
Bichur Cholem (Daughters Group) 
Bichur ChQlem (Mothers Group) 

~ 'nai 13 • ri th (Balfour Lodge) 
BI nai ::a• ri th ( Clevelai1d Lodge) 

B1nai B 1rith (Cleveland Auxiliary) 
] 1nni 3 1 rith (Heights Lodge) 
B1nai B1rith (Hei{)lts Auxiliary) 

"B' nai Israel Sisterhood 
~ureau of Jewish Education 
*Crunp Wise Association 
Chevas Jerusnlem Congregation 
Child Care Association 
Cleveland Hebrew Benevolent Association 

*Cleveland Jewish Singing Society 
Cleveland Theodore Roosevelt Aid Society 
Cle veland Zionist Society 

Corrn:ronity Temple Congregation 
Cor.1.i.run,i ty Temple Wonen 

*ColliLcil Educational Allia..ice 
Council of Jewish Wonen 

Euclid Ave Tenple Alumni Association 
Euclid Ave Ter.'?ple Congregation 

Euclid Ave Temple Men1 s Club 
Euclid Ave Teople Sisterhood 

*Federation of Jewish Wooen 1 s Organizations 
Forest City Hebrew ::Benevoleat Association 
Ho.dassah 

H BS U 

Hei~1ts Tenple CoI1o"Tega.tion 

Heights Tenple Alumni Association 
Heights TerJple Men1 s Club 
Hei~ts Ter:iple Sisterhood 
Hun3arian Brotherhood & Lw.ies Aid Society 
II:ll!'~diate Aid Society 
Indeuendent Mezricher Association ... 

Official Representatives 

(1) 
.Mrs M~ Glassman 
Eli E Rose 
Iso.dore Finesilver 
Louis Singer 
(1) 
George J Klein 

llltouis Schreiber 
Alfonse Cohn 
Mrs Harry Hoffman 
Mrs Edna Cohen 
Mrs Harry Levine 
Mrs I Fineman 
ltirs J Steindler 

alrlferman Weinberger 
D Copland 
E J Schweid 
M Sharlitt 
Philmore Haber 
Mrs Albert Wold.man 
Harry A Levy 
Mrs Hn.zel Klein 

* 
*Rabbi BR ::Briclmer 
~eon G Weil 
(1) 
Mrs Joseph Goldhamer 
Abrahrun L Adelstein 

~ouis Moskowitz 
Robert Silver 
J e rome N Curtis 
Saul Dann.ceau 
Sir.10n J Green 
Mrs Raynond S Haas 

*George Meyer 
Mrs Walter Goldsrai th 
Mrs Julius Fryer 
Mrs Jnc L Einst ein 
Mrs Snnuel Feierman 
Bernard Kaufman 
Jay Halle 
Sol Edgert 
i7m Kohn 
Otto Zinner 
Oscar Stein~r 
Mrs Sol Gitson 

ll!Mrs Benjonia Levine 
Dr JR Heller 
Mrs David Glasser 
Mrs Harry Weinraub 
Irving Glick 
Peter Klein 
Leonard Stern 
Alex Wj.ntner 
Henry S Gottfried 
Henry Greenberger 
Sa.:..1 Scnu~.i st 
SruJ H Ab:cu:.s 
r.: B. GE:: 1 f .J.i:.d 
l!rs A.1 t ert :Elum 
N Sch80r..felJ ; t~s Eliz• Wei cs 
,.:.r'" ! G:.. ld.b9re 
(1) 

111leprase;1to.tion to be o.:pproveC .. -::;{ :Jouncil. 



' . ... 

Organization 

Jewish Big Sisters 
Jewish Center Congregation 

Jewish Center Alunni Association 
Jewish Center Sisterhood 
Jewish ConsU!.lptive Relief Society(Mothers) 

Jewish Cons'lmptives Relief Soci9ty(Daughters) 
Jewish Day Nursery 

*Jewish National Workers Allio.nee 1/45 
*tTewi sh Social Agency Representatives 
*Jewish Social Service Bureau 
Jewish War Veterans 
Jewish War Veterans Auxiliary 
Jewish Welfare Federation 

Judea Ladies Auxiliary 
Junior Hadn.ss:ili ( Central Group) 
Junior Hadassnh (Heights Group) 
Kinscan Jewi sb. Center 

Ladies Free Loro1 Association 
*League of Jewish Youth 
*Masada (Central) 
Mizrachi 
Mothers League for Girl Orphans 
Mount Pleasant Consucptive Aid Society 

•Mount Sinai Hospital 
Mount Sinai Hospital Auxiliary 
National Home for Jewish Children Auxiliary 
Nivai Zedek Congregation 
Nivai Zedek Sisterhood 
Oer Chodesh Anshe Sfard Congregation 
Oer Chodesh Sisterhood 
Ohave Ecr:runi Anshe Congregation 
Oheb Zedek Congregation 
Oheb Zedek Men's Club 
Oheb Zedek Sisterhood 
Orthodox Jewish Orphan Hone 

Orthodox Jewish Orphan Hone-E 105 Auxiliary 
Orthodox Old Hor.ie 

Orthodox Old Hone Auxiliary 
$J>ioneer Women's Organization #2 
111Foale Zion fl 
~oale Zion f2 
Queen Esther Ladies Aid Society 
Sherith Jacob Congregation 

*Sherith Jacob Cultural Club 
*Sherith Jacob Sisterhood-Parkwood Drive 
*Sheri th Jacob Sisterhood-Eddy Road 
Shomrei Hadath Congregation 
Ter.rple Alunni Association 
Temple Conc regation 
Ter.rple Men's Club 
Temple Women's Association 

Offyicl. Representatives 

(1) 
Rabbi Amond E Cohen 
Judge David R Hertz 
Henry A Rocker 
(1) 
Mrs Horry Sinon 
Mrs B Kra.ngel 
Mrs S Forstein 
Mrs A Kanter 
Mrs Noroan Rabine 

-nt- · r Uilcoff 
* 

llrEu[;ene Freedheio 
Georee E Kn.th 
Miss Sari Rein 
Louis S Bing, Jr. 
Mrs Siegr:rund Herzog 
Mo.x Sicon 
Philip ~ernstein 
(2) 
Miss Molly Davis 
Miss Lillian Grn.novitz 
Rabbi David Genuth 
Dan Weiss 
Miss Esther E Robinowitz 

*L Mack Fein 
IIIMyron S Stanford 
Dr S&ru.el Braun 
(1) 
Mrs H A Bu.rkons 
Mrs Louis Levin 

* 
(1) 
Mrs Stella Alperin 
Joseph White 
Mrs Ida Kraus 
Ben Arshan 
Mrn Morris Arsham 
Benj a.1:1in Wi:.iograd. 
Julius Schweid 
San Weiss 
Mrs Jacob SelCla.Il 
Aaron Perrmt; Sarniel Fenster 
Meyer Atkin 
Max Tre shansky 
Mrs ·11ose Lavin 
Morris Goldberg 
Louis Jacob son 
RH Myers 
Jacob Wolpaw 
Mrs I Altfeld 

"'hfrs Arthur H Levine 
*Aaron Resnick 
1"David Silver 
Mrs E oter KOiY 
Rabbi Hugo llein 
• 
* • 
[:an Salzman 
Harold FellenbaUI!l 
(4) 
Bert ;7 Murks 
Mrs Victor L Wise 

*Representation to be approved by Council. 
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Officer• 
The Jewiah Welfare 

Federation 
Honor•ry Preaident 

Bdward M. Baker 
Preaident 

Loui1 S. Bins, Jr. 
Vice Preaident1 

toeepb M. Berae 
udae Maurice Bernon 
tabbi B. R. Bridmer 

I. F. Freiberwer 
8almoDP.lf"alle 
Mn. Bieonund Heraas 
Nathan Loeeer 
Later I. Miller 
MuMyen 
Sol ReiDtbal 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Mu8imon 
8. D. Wiae 

Treuurer 
Mu Myer, 

Ezecutir• Director 
S. Goldluamer 

Aui1t•nt Director 
Philip Bem,tein 

Honor•ry Truatee 
K. 8. Halle 

Officers 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

Committee 
Ch•irman 

Rabbi A. H. Silver 

Vice Ch•irmen 
Edward M. Baker 

toaephM.&er. 
e Maurice Bernon = B. R. Brickner 

The Jewish Welfare Federation 

The Jewish Welfare Fund 

Cleveland 

Telephone: Cherry 8176 

Room 605 " 1900 Euclid Ave. 

To the Representatives in the Jewish Comnunity Council: 

Enclosed is the report of the Nominating Comnittee, 
which was elected at the last meeting to nominate a slate of 
Officers and Executive Conmittee for the Jewish Comnunity 
Council. 

The election will be held at the next meeting, 
which will take place early in December in accordance with 
the terms of the Constitution, which requires an interval 
of at least fifteen d~s between the time this report is 
submitted and the date of the election. 

You will. of course, be notified as soon as the 
meeting is definitely scheduled. 

November 20, 1935. 

Sincerely yours, 

ht~.J~ 
Max Simon, 

Temporary Chairman. 

Bene&dary Acenc:lel or the Jewlab Welfare Federation and tbe Jewilh Welfare Fund fCII' 1935. 

AmericaD~ewilh Committee, N. Y. 
Americ1111 ewilh~N. Y. 
B"Dlli Bri Anti•Def'amatioD Leque, Cincinnati 
Bureau or Jewilh Bducadon 
Bureau of Jewllh 8odal Rnearch, N . Y 
Camp Wlae ANodatioD 
Cowid1 of Jewiab Women 
CouDcil Sduc::atioa Al1iaDc:e 
German Jewllh CbUdrlll'• Aid. Inc., N . Y . 
Graduate 8cboo1 fCII' Jewlab Social Work, N. Y. 
Helanw Free Loa Aaodatioa 
Hebnw Shelter Hame 
8--- llbelterbla • lmmlarut Aid Bodety. N . Y. 
Tbe Hebrew UDinnity ol Palatine 
11D1e1 Jl'oandatioa ol the B'ul Brith, CIDduati 

Jewilh Comumptlvea • Es-Patient• 
Relief All'n ol Loa Anaele1 

ewilh Colllumptina Relief Society, Denver 
ewilh Day Nunery 

, ewilh ~ Home 
ewilh Social Service Bureau 
ewllh 8tatiatical Bureau, N. Y. 

, ewilh Telearaphlc Aaency.,_N. Y. 
1 ewilh Welfare Board, N. T. 
. e for Hmnan Riahtl Aaaimt Nui-i1m, Cleveland 
Leo . IAYl llemoriafffoapftal, Hot 8prina1 
lleaorab AaaodatioD, N. Y. 
11.1111ona.... 
ll01111t liDal lloepltal 
Matlooal CouDc:11 °'ii=.' Fedentlou • 

Welfare N. Y. 

National De9ertion Bureau, N. Y. 
National Farm School, Philadelphia 
Natioul Home for Jewilh Children, Denver 
Natioaal Jewiab HoapitaJ for Con1umptivea, Denver 
Ortboclas Jewiah Orphan Home 
Ortboclos Old Home 
PIIIIOVer Fund of the Federation or Jewllh Women'• Club• 
Peoplea Ort Federation, N. Y. 
Rotbac:hild Hllduuh Hoapital Unit-Hebrew 

Uniyenlty ID Palntine 
United Jewiab Appeal ol the 

Johat Dlatrlbutioa Committee and 
the Jewllh ApacJ for Palatine 

weir .. ANodatioD ror Jnriah Children 



Officer, 
The Jewiah Welfare 

Federation 
Honorary PrNident 

Edward II. Baker 
PrNident 
~• 8:-Biq, Jr. 

Vice PrNidenta 

toeepb II. Berne 
udae Maurice Bernon 
tabl>i B. R. Brickner 

I. F. Freiberaer 
SalmoaP.Kalle 
Mn. Sieamund Her&01 
Nathan Coner 
Later I. Miller 
lluMyera 
Sol Reinthal 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Mu Simon 
8. D. Wiae 

Treaaurer 
MuMyera 

&ecuti11e Director 
S. Ooldhamer 

Aaaiatant Director 
Philip Bernatcin 

Honorary Trustee 
E. 8. Halle 

Officers 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

Committee 
Chairman 

Rabbi A. H. Silver 

Vice Chairmen 
Bdward II. Baker 

to9epbM. Bemr 
udae Maurice Bernon 
abl>i B. R. Brickner 

The Jewish Welfare Federation 

The Jewish Welfare Fund 

Cleveland 

Telephone: Cherry 8176 

Room 605 " 1900 Euclid Ave. 

TO THE REPRESENTATIVES IU T"tiE JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL: 

The Jewish Co~~'IlU.Jlity Council will meet Tuesday 
evening, December 17th, 8:15 p.m., at the Temple on the 
Heights (Spira Hall). 

Permanent officers will be elected at that time 
In ~dition, there are a number of other matters to be • 
considered. 

attend. 
We hope, therefore, that you will be able to 

December 9, 1935. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Max Simon 
Temporary Chairman. 

i'Tote: The address of the Temple on the Heights is 
3130 Mayfield Road (near Lee Road). 

Beoeftciary Aaeodea of the Jewilh Welfare Federation and the Jewilh Welfare Fund for 1935. 

Ameri=Jewilh Cammi~._ N. Y. Jewiah Cooaumptivea • Ez-Patieata National Deaertioo Bureau, N . Y. 
America ewilh ~. ft . Y. Relief Aaa'n of Loe Anaelea Natioaal Farm School, Philadelphia 
B'oai And-Defamation Leaaue, Cindooati ewilh Comumptivea Relief Society, Denver Natioaal Home for Jewilh Cb1ldrea, Denver :=-.::: J::l: ~::earcb, N. y :::: g:i!a,r~ Natiaaal Jewiab Hoapital for Coaaumpdvea, Deaver 
Camp WiN Ala>c:latioa ewilh Soc:ial Service Bureau 0rtbodall Jewilh Orpb1111 Home 
Couac:il of Jewilb Woaaea ewiab Statiatical Bureau, N. Y . Ortbodos Old Home 
Council Bduc:atioa AWaace ewilh Telepaphic Aaellcy.,_ N. Y. PUIOYff Puad of the Federation of Jewilh Womeo'a Club• 
Oermaa Jewiah Cbildrea'a Aid, Inc., N . Y . ewilh Welfare Board, N. Y. Peoplea Ort l"ecleration, N. Y. 
Graduate Scbool for Jewiab Social Work, N. Y. for IJuman ~abta ~ainat Nasi-iem, Cleveland Rotblc:b11d Hadwab Hospital Unit-Hebrew 
Hebrew Free LoaD Ailaodation Leo . Lnl Uamoriaf HoePltal. Hot Sprinp Uainnit7 ID Paleadne 
Hebrew Shelter Home Menorah Alloc:latioD, N. Y. u-•......a 1......,_ .. .. _,of .... _ 
Hebrew lbeltllrina • lmmlanat Aid Society, N . Y. IIODtll6on Rome -- .. _ ......... ..... 
TIie Hebrew Uoi..-.lty of Paleadne MOUDt 8laal Hospital Joint DletrlbutioD Cammittee and 
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1. Minutes 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY COUFCIL OF CLEVELAND 

Minutes of a Meeting Held Tuesday. Dec. 17, 1935, 
8:30 P.M., at the Heights Tel!lple 

Copies having bee:1 mailed to all members of the Community Coun
cil, it was moved, s econded, and cn.rrie(l, t h at they dispense with the read
ing of t l1e Minutes. 

2. Election of Offi~ 

The Report of t ~rn ifomi aati;1_:; Comoitt ee was r ead, li s ting the 
perso:1s r e cor.u:mnded by the Co::1mi tt ee for the various off ices and for mem
ber ship in the Executive Corini ttee. In addition, two persons had been 
nominated by petition: Aaron Perrnut for Vice-President ,and Rabbi .A.br·-1-rovmk 
for a place in the Executive CoI!lr.litt ee . 

With regard to the latt er, it was explaine d that Rabbi NowaJ: 
had not been designated as a..~ official representative to the Council until 
after the Nominating Comnitte e had met, and therefore had not been eli; ible 
f,:,r office at the tine . The withdrawal of Simon J Green as a candidate, 
howe ver , in favor of the Rabbi upon presentation of the latte r I s name , l e ft 
the nurnber of nor.iinee~ equal to the number of positions on the Executive 
Conmi t t ee. 

The petition for Mr Perr:ru.t had failed to specify nhich of the 
thr ee office s of Vice-Preside~t was intended - first, second, or t h ird. 
After citing Article VII, Section 1, of the Constitution , the Chairr.in.n 
stated that it was clearly intended that these three offices be distinct 
and separate avid had been so construed b y t he Nominat in~ Cou":li t tee in r econ
mending a specific candidate for each po sition; and that unless the re was an 
appeal fro m his ruling fron the floor, he ~as conpelle d to declare the peti
tion as pr e sented technically L1.vn.lid. The r e being no appeal, the signers 
were gi ve:..1 the opportunity to desi gnate the office for which they desire d 
their ca:ididate to run. Mr Fenster, who had present ed the pe ti tiou, state d 
howev ~r, t h at they did not wisi1 to co :..1test t he el ection of c1;_~y one L.1.divi
dual alreaa.y ;1oninat ed, having int erpreted t he Cons ti tutio~1. to i r:1ply a ge!1-
eral ele ction for t he t hree offices . Anci. Mr Perr.rut , aft er explaining that 
the petition had been circulated ni thout hi s k1:.ovrledge, co:1curr ed with Mr 
Fenst er and withdrew his na.~ as a cru1didate. 

Upon notion nade by Mr Rocker, duly seconded and carrie d , the 
Secretary v:as then instructed to cast the unaninous ballot for the candi
dates recornr:rnnded by the lfor.iinating Connittee, with the sin~;l e substitution 
of Rab.bi Uovmk for Mr Green. The following pe rso ... 1s VTere elected. 

President 
lnt Vice President 
2nd Vice President 
3rd Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Mo.x Sir:ion 
- Ed\,ard M Baker 
- Edward J Schweid 
- Mrs Benjar~in Levino 
- Jacob Wolpaw 
- Philip Bernstein 

The Executive Conr.rl.ttee includes: Meyer Atkin, Dr Sauuel Braun, 
Rabbi Barnett R Brickner, Rabbi Arnond E Cohen, J erone N Curtis, L Mack 
Fein, Isadore Finesilver, Mrs Julius Fryer , George Furth , Rabbi David Genuth, 
Mrs Sol Gitson, Mrs David Glasser, Mrs Siegr.nmd Herzog, George E Kath, 
Mrs BJ Klein, Rabbi Hugo Klein, Abran.an Kollin, Ben La.bewitch, IR Morris, 
Rabbi Abrahan Novmk, Rabbi Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Rabbi Rudolph 
Rosenthal, Rabbi AH Silver, Mrs Harry Sinon, Oscar Steiner, Meyer Weintraub, 
Sidney H Weitz, Mrs Victor L Wise, and Albert A Uoldnan. 
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3. In.jection of Fie ti tious~ewish Issu.es 11 il to Local Political Carnpa.i :.,·ns 

The Chaiman briefly reviermd the discussion which had taken 
pla.ce at the previous r.:ieetinr; y,i th regE'..rcl to the injection of fictitious 
11Jer7ish Issues" into local political cnrnpn.igns. While there hac:1. been asree
ment that the Jewish Cor11:mni ty de}_)lores this recur1·i:ig practi ve, there hrul 
been a division of opinio :1 concernin€; the steps necessary to elir.tl.nate it, 
and the natter had beei1 tabled until the present neeting. 

Mr iJoldnan poi:1ted out that the probler,1 r10ulcl have to be ha:1dled 
carefully, on the basis of facts, and that before rmy action was taken it 
shoulcl be studiecl i:1te~1si vel:t. He uoved, therefore, that the Chairnan be 
authorized to appoint a Connittee of five parsous to investigate the problen 
further, obtain the necessru·y i:1fornation, and report bacJ~ to the Cornr.n.mity 
Council \7i th a reconnendatio~1 for action to prevent the r ecurrence of this 
practi~e in future cai:rpaigns. The notion r;a~ duly seconcl.ed and carried. 

4. .Oor.inunity: Qn.lendar and Cl~arii1g House 
I 

The su.g6estio:1 likewise had bee:i nacle .at the previous r,1e et int; 
that the Con~iWlity Council establish a Cornr.:nmity Calendar to ser~e as a 
cleari:ag houne for or~anizations desiring to schedule events. In the pa3t, 
it rras said, a s reat deal of confusion &7.d difficulty had. been encolli1tered 
in tryi:16 to avoid conflict -rd th proGI'ar.1s alreacly arranged by othe r Jroups. 

After further discussion it vras woved, duly seconded and car
riel, t~at the Secretary take the ~1ecessru-y steps to establish a Connw1ity 
Calendar. 

5. Approval of Repre(.rnr1tn.tion 

Upon notioa mde by :Ar Rocker, cluly seconded, and carried, the 
Council :;ranted repres entn.tion to the Hebrev, School n.nd Institute, a.."ld to 
the HebreH Cultural Garden Association, in accordance r1ith the terns ')f 
Article IV, Section 6, of the Constitution. 

6. Kashruth 

?.fr Harry Al ts:1nlcl reported that th__,re existed currently a si tua
tion ar.:1011;; Jer:ish fish store s r1hich ma.de it necessn.ry to call upon the Police 
Departnent for protection. The situation vm.s a disgrace to the Jevrish Coo
r:runi ty, h e said, a:ad should have the attention of the Cor.1rmnity Couacil. 

Rabbi Rose:.:1thnl agreed that this and sinilar related probler:is 
v7ere 1:10st serious, and shoulcl nave the full and frank consideration and clis
cussio:1 by the Council, ancl. that all at teupt should be wade to arrive at sone 
constructive action. 

Rabbi Genuth expressed agreenent with this position, and Dr Braun 
stated that entire natter of Kashruth n ~ri ted the consideration of the Coun
cil. ~,iillions of dollars \,ere being spent annually by the Je,r;s of Anerica 
for the nn.intenance of traditional dietary practice, he said, but there had 
been a great deal of abuse of n.ccepted re6-ulations. It was hi n opinion that 
the r:ioney spont for the privilege of Knshruth observa:.1ce v,as traditionally 
and logically the property of the Jewish Cor:nuni ty to be used for general 
con.'"1Ullity purposes. 

Mr Weintraub, Mr Fen st er, and 1v1r V7oldnmi n.11 pointed out the dan
gers involved in the Cou11cil I s att er:1pting to tal:e eny autiou in tt..e rJatter at 
this tir.1e. In the cu.rront fish nnrket conflict, Hr i!Teintra\:i.b ctn.terl, tne 
fact that the Cleveland Feder at ion of Lo.bar was involved , Jor:rplic;ated the 
situation further, D.l"lcl the entry of the 8or.J_a1nity Com1cil into a labor prob
lea at this poL1t woulc: i:i.lvol ve it in n. tanble which i:1ight easily d0 r.10re 
hara than good . Mr Fenster urGed thnt the Co-w1cil be given the opportlli1ity 
to fir~ly establish itself before it attenpted to deal with such u deep and 
coaplex problen; there were nany other n.'1.tters which required its attention 
first a.nQ which it could hancUe adequately, he said, and these should be 
attenpted before any othern. Mr Woldr.1an lil:ewise poL1ted to the variety of 
factors b1volved in the natter. It was one of the r.lal'ly thin6 s which the 
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Council r.mst study cn.r-3fully and about which it r.ru.st 6et the full facto 
b ,., for e it atte1:ipted aJ1y actio!1, he said, and n.d.vocat ed such a study before 
any further steps were undertnken. 

It rias then nov ad, duly seconded, a:ic.1 carried, that the nat
t er be raferrecl to the Executive Cor.u:rl.ttee for its study and consideration. 

7. Finance 

Mr Koll i ~1 raised the quest ion as to horr th~ fina.'1cial support 
of tile Cou.:::-.lcil nibht be assured. In t ~~e past, he saicl, the necessary ex
pen:rns had beel borne b.;r th~ Jer,ish V!elfare Funcl th!·ou{;h a. _;ra:1t made for 
this purpose, a:icl asl::ed. ,1hn.t pla:'1 ,-:3.s oein,7~ n:~c1.e for the future. In reply, 
the Ch~rna..'11 explai:.1ed that the expenses hnd been 30 snall as to raise no 
inD.ediate problen. The natter v,oulcl u:.1doubt edly 'be considercn by the Exccu
ti ve Cor.1nittee , nnd the re \7as ,10 r eason for co !1c ern r;ith re~a:rd to it. 

8. Anti-Ra2i Boycott 

At the requent of the Chairr.1an, ht .. Horris described briefly 
the histor;y· of th~ locru. Lea~le for Hunn.n Rights A::;ai unt Haziisn and ~x
plaine d its purpose and activity. Or.;anized trm years a .:;o as a non-s.,cto.rin.n 
orGanizatio~1 to enlist the cooperation of all 0 roups h1 the o::11:1u."11ity in cor:i
batti:a~ 1Jaziisn, it had pro□ot ed a care fully ]:)lanned boycott of German-made 
goods an<l had carried on an active pro6ran to count eract Nazi propn,.~o.ncla 
being spread in Cl,3veland.. 

Through its efforts, l1.e said, the boycott vms 100% effec tive in 
four of the five ln.re;e deJ)artnent stores, with the fifth alnost equally con
plete. The riajor difficulty had been encountered r:i th r egnrc1. to the chain 
stor es , ,1hose local nanagers cln.ir.~ecl that they had no control in the natt"'r, 
the policie s being det ernined at the ho!'.:1.e offices i n other citie s. 

The no st effective action v;hich coulc: be taken, L1 the opinion 
of Mr Morris, was for the individual nenbers of all the :;roups affiliated 
'ai th the Cor:i:ru.:nity Council to write to the r.m.in offices of the iollor;il:{s 
or6n.nizations protesti~G the sale of Gernn.n-na.de cerchandise in their Cleve
land stores: F W Woolworth Co, Nev7 York City; J G McCrory 5 & 10 Cent Store, 
New York City; S S Kr ~s6e Co, Detroit; Sears Ro8buck & Co. Philadelphia, 
Schulte United , Inc, Hev; York City. The dele;;~ates were asked to urge th , 
nenbers of their ori;anizations to ·writ e si.1ch letters. 

9. "Move the Olyt:lpi ~ !' Cappai;.;n 

Hr rroldnan r eported on t he e fforts ,.;hich had been □ade locally 
to have the Cl ~ve lnnd men~ers nf the Arlat 9ur Athle tic Union U11derstand the 
fundat!lento.l hur.a:;.1 issues involved i=~ l1oldins the Olympic Games in Berlin, 
and to l1ave then vote to □ave the Ganes fron Gernany to another country. A 
Group had net nith the lo ... al co~7r.1ittee a~1d hacl presented. the case to then. 
In addition they had sent thar.1 considerable li tero.tur e disclosi:ig the cur
rent co_ ditions existinr~ in Gernany, n.ncl had int e r es t ec. n. nunbe r of non
Je'7s in -;.rriti!lg the Cor:inittee exprei,sins the ir opposition to holdin6 the 
Ganes in Gen1any. 

The events at the national co;iv~ntion of the Amateur Athletic 
Unio:1 v,cre al so described, r evealing the r.1anner in r,hich the Union hac1 
finally a_;reec1 to endorse the participation of Ar..arica in the Olyr:rpic Ganes 
in Ger□c..ny, after the stornL:?st 3ession in its history. Despit e thi~ def eat , 
it Has reported that the pe rso:1s opposin~; such participation wore conti~1uing 
their ~fforts to bring the facts to the atte:::ition f per::;on::; boin~ coli~ited 
for funds to defray th~ expenses of the Anerica.n t ean. It \ia.s r eport e d also 
that tne cornittee att enptins to coll0ct fu.'1ds in Cleveland for this purpose 
were all str~n6ly pro-:razi. 
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10. Cor2 u:1icatio:-: fron lir Friedln..i-id. 

The Chairn~1 re2.rl n. lett er fron 11r A H Friec1ln.nd, thn.:.1kii.1g the 

CoUJ."1cil for its l:L1t"'. exprclssiou durini_,; his illness , m1c. assurin..; it of his 

cor:tpl ete D-ccor,~ rdt.h. its purpose n.!ld function. 

11. No other busine st=> coniu:; before the neeti:16 , it v;as adjournecl. 

R9spectfully subnittec~ 

(Si~~ed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary. 
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The Jewish Community Council 
Cleveland 

Room 60S .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerry 8176 

TO THE REPRESEHTAT IVES IN THE JZ..!ISH COUhaJNITY COUNCIL: 

Eaclosed is a copy of the cinutes of the ceating 
held last Tuesday evening, Decenber 17. You will note that 
a nucber of natters uere discussed and that the Cow1cil 
acted in several of these. 

May I point out again thnt the value of the Coun
cil to the cor.nunit1 Yiill depand to a considerable degree 
upon the extent to l7hich the Corr.:ru.nity is iaforned of its 
actioa and discussion. I hop ?- , t~erefore, that this infor
□ation will be conveyed to the oe:ib-9rship of your group, 
perhaps by · read.ing the ninutes or pertinent sections. 

Dece□ber 21, 1935. 

Si;1cerely yours, 

Max Sinon, 
President. 
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The Jewish Community Council 
Cleveland 

Room 605 .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

:Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The Executive Comnittee of the Jewish Conmunity 
Council will meet Monday evening, January 6th, 8:15 P.M., 
at the Euclid Avenue Temple (Kindergarten Room). 

This being our first meeting, we shall want to 
map out our course for the future. There are also a. num
ber of specific matters to be acted upon, having been re
ferred by the Council or submitted through written coD11IU.Dications. 

The necessity of a full attendance at this session 
is quite clear, I believe. We shall need your advice and 
counsel, and I hope that you will be present. 

December 30, 1935. 

Sinoerel7 yours, 

~~ 
Max Simon, 
President. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 60S - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
.Ansel Road at East 105th St 
Cleveland Ohio 

Dear Rabbi S11 ver: 

The Jenab Community Council at its last 
meeting authorized the appointment of a cOIIJDittee to stu.dy 
the problem· of fictitious 1Jewiah issues• in local political 
campaigns, and on the basis of the facts thus obtained to 
recommend a plan of action looking toward to the elimination 
of such •isaues 11 • 

_ This being the first concrete problem taclcled 
by the Council, I am particularly hopeful that it will re
eul t in constructive action, and I should like to ask you 
to serve as chairman of this comnittee. I think that thie 
would be especially appropriate, inasmuch as you broupt 
the matter to the attention of the Council, and your 1»
partiali t7 would be unquestioned. 

I know how heavi11 burdened you are with 
other activities, but th11 would not be a continuing re
aponsilibi ty, and you will be given the nece1sary assi1tance. 
Before appointing the remaining member■ of the cOIIIDittee, I 
ahould like your counsel with regard to their ■election; 
and after going over the liet of Council members with Kr 
!ernstein, either he or I will call you. 

December 31, 1935 • 

• 

Sincerely your1 1 

~~ 
Max Simon 
Pre1ident 
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THE JEWISH COUMUlUTY COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Executive Cormnittee 
Monday, January 6. 1936, 8:30 p,m. at the Euclid Ave Temple 

1. Attendance 

There were present: Max Simon, Chairman; Messrs Meyer Atkin, Edw 
M Baker Philip Ber,1stein, Jerorae 1r Curtis, George E Kath, Abraha.r- Kellin, 
IR l.foj:-ris, Aaron Resnick, Oscar Steiner, Meyer Weintraub, Sidney U Weitz, 
Albert A "'Toldmaa, Dr SatIUel Braun; Rabbis B R Brickner , Arraond E Cohen, David 
Genuth, Hugo Klein, Israel Porath; Mesdames Julius Fryar, Sol Gitson, David 
Glasser, Siegr.ru.nd Herzog, Hazel Kl~in, a.~d. Be!ljaz:iin Levine. 

2. Fictitious "Je,vish Issues" in Political Campaigns 

In accorda.;;1ce with the action taken by the Community Council at 
its last cieeting, the Chairman announced that he had appointed a Committee 
to collect the facts conceraing the injection of fictitious 11Jewish Issues" 
in local political campaigns and to recomr.iend to the Council a plan of action 
to eliminate such 11 issues 11 • Rabbi AH Silver was named Chaiman of this Com
mittee, wit.n Saul DaJ1aceau, Jack A Perslcy Mrs Rayaond S Haas, and Joseph 
V!l'l.ite as the other nembers. 

3. Community Calendar 

The Chairman al so an1101u1ced that the Secretv.ry had taken the nec
essary steps to establish a Comr:ru.nity Calendar as a clearing house for organ
izations in scheduling events, likewise authorized by the Comr.unity Council 
at its last meeting. 

4. Kashruth 

The question of the adninistrntion of Kashruth, which had beea 
discussed by the Council and referred by it to the Executive Committee, was 
then considered at length by the Conmittee. 

It was pointed out by a number of those present that the subject 
was extremely cor.tplex and would have to be handled very carefully. Before 
any action could be contenplated, it was clear that the first requirenent was 
a lmowledge of the facts by the Executive ~ommittee and the Community Council. 
The futility of forming any judgr.ient or proposing any action at this tiMe was 
repeatedly stressed, a.id it was stated that even a purely factual study of the 
situatio~ rnight involve the Council in I11ch difficulty. 

It was agreed by the Cor.Jr.1ittee, however. that the Executive Co□-
nittee and the Cou:1cil had a ooral obligation to obtain the facts by a careful 
a.t"'ld thorough study of the entire situation because one of the prir.ia.ry functions 
of the Council was fact-finding, and to avoid a study of this question would be 
a clear evasio:i of its prinary responsibility. 

It was therefore noved, duly seconded , &"1d carried , that the Chair
ca..~ appoint a Corll"'.'li ttee to obtain the necessary inforno.tion and report back to 
the Exem\tive Com:littee at a future ceeting. 

The following per sous were appointed: Oscar Steiner, Chairr.ia."1; 
Isadore Finesilver, Mrs Sol Gitson, and Dr Samu.el Braun 

5. Fina.nee 

The suggestio 1 had been c ade at the la.st Council ueeting that the 
nenber orga.aizo.tio:is should po.y snall annual dues to r:ieet the orclinary expenses 
of the Council. This natter likewise had been referred to the Executive CoL1-
nittee. 

Ia the discussion of this sugbestion, it wo.s pointed out by those 
favoring the proposal that this was a proper respo~sibility of the r:enber groups; 
tho.t the co st would be very sna.11 for each orgc...'li zation; that it v;ould lend 
greater clig~1i ty to r.1e:-Jbership and was desired by the or3nnizatio:is because it 
would give then a feelL1g of independence. 



On the other hand, it uas stated that the Welfare Fund should be 
asked to bear the full expenses for another year, especially since the syster.1 
of dues as proposed would not r..1eet the cost of secretarial and clerical 
assista.ace, ~1d these would have to be supplied by the Fund while the dues 
would pay for postage and. incidental expenses. It was also pointed out that 
the Welfare Fund was supported by the Jewish conr!Wlity, so that the ultinate 
source of support would be the sa..rie under either plon. 

:?ollo,,.ri;ig this discussion it uas oovecl, duly seconded, and car
ried, that the Executive Col1l'.1i ttee recor.nend to the Con·:roni ty Council for its 
consideration the adoption of a systea of dues to be paid by ner.iber org&"'liza
tions, on the scale of three dollars ($3) per year for each representative 
sent to the Cou.:."'lcil. This would neD.li that the na.jority of orgnnizations would 
pay three dollars ($3) per year; no orgnnization r10uld pay r:10re than tvrel ve 
dollars ($12), since no group could hn.ve r:1ore than four represantatives. The 
two natioaal org~"'lizations which had no local dues-paying r.1enbership ~ould be 
exenpt. 

6. Jewish Candidates for Judicial Office 

A conr.runication had been received fron the Tau Epsilon Rho Frat
ernity, conposed of Jet1ish lawyers, requesting the Council to deYise "ways 
and means of passing upon the qualifications of Je,1ish judicial candidates 
in our cor.nunity. 11 

I1: the discussioi.l of this natter it was pointed out that there are 
tv,o fundanental principles involved: (1) as a Jewish body, the Con.cunity 
Cou.~cil has no place in politics; (2) the Coru:unity Council has the responsi
bility of protecting the nane and prestige of the Jewish people. It TTas recog
nizec1 that to corry out both principles v,as difficult if not icpo ssi ble. 

With regard to the possible efiectiveness of any action by the 
Co~"'lcil, it was pointed out that there Tiere alrea.c.y nunerous bodies publicly 
passing upon the qualifications of candidates, including the Bar Associations 
and the Citizens Lengu.e, and candidates refused to be discouraged by their 
failure to TTin the recor:u~endation of these organizatio~s. A.,.~y atter.ipt by the 
Cornuuni ty Council to n.ct in a sinilar capacity ,:rould be ec~ually futile. The 
question was also raised as to whether the Council or a Conr.1ittee appoi:.1ted 
by it coulc: be cor.:zpletely inpartinl in a natter of this kind. 

As long as candidates considered only their ow:1 interests and 
failed to recognize a responsibility to the Jewish con-:ru.nity, such pressure 
would be of no avail. The ult iuare ~1s,;-;er, it was said, v1as the educ at ioH 
of each person to understand his obligatio:1 to the group. 

As a result of the d.iscussio~ there was o.greeL1ent that the Jewish 
cormuni ty has n problen in the natter, but there y;as considerable doubt as to 
whether the Conr.mni ty Council as such could deal with it. It nas felt that if 
anythi::.-ig could be done . it '.'v'ould hn.ve to be undertaken "u~, i:1di viduals or groups 
acting out of a sense of responsibility for the best i~terests of the Jewish 
cor.ir.mnity. It uas suggested that where c~1didates are clearly unfit for of
fice, pressure to dis sun.de then fron rm1r ... ing should be brought first by their 
friends a.nd the groups with ,7hich they are 3.ffiliated o.ud froa whoo they expect 
support. 

7. Jubilee 

I:1 response to a conr:nmication received froI!l the Jewish Daily World 
Silver Jubilee Coz:u:rl.ttee, a notion uas r::iade, duly seconded, and carried that 
the Executive Co1:ni ttee extend its co:1gro.tula.tions on the occasion of the 
twenty-fifth a.nni versary of the foun{1.ing of the World anc. express its endorse
nent of the Jubilee celebratio:i. 

8. School Exeni.~10.tio:as O!l Jewish Holiclays 

The attention of the Executive Cor.u:dttee uas called to the fact 
that the locnl colleges n.~id schools in the past had scheduled iaporto.nt exao
inatio:.1s oa Je,,ish holidays, thereby creati:i.l[; n. serious proble:::1 for Jewish 
students. There was full .~reer.1e~1t t.h.at the Cor:lf.ll.Uli ty Cou.~cil as the repre
sentnti ve of the Jer;ish cor:nu.nity should noJ>.::e lmo,:1n to the proper school 
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authorities the difficulties involved in such situations and seek their co 
operation in avoiding theo. 

Upon notion nad.e, duly seconded, ruid carried, the Chaimn.n was 
instructed to appoint a Cor.u-:rl.ttee to inforn school and college officials of 
the dates of Je,,ish holidays nnd to arra.'1.ge if po3siblc that no exnninations 
be held in those days. 

9. Curriculun in Public Schools 

It was also pointed out that in sone public schools attended 
largely by Jewish children, considerable tine uas spent before Christcas and 
Easter on t1atters related to these holidays, raising conflicts in the ninds 
of the children because of the difference between this instruct ion and that 
~hich they received at hone. 

In the discussion ,1hich followed, it was felt that this condition 
would be difficult to renedy but ~as referred nevertheless to the Cor:inittee , 
which uas to handle the question of exaoinations on Jewish holidays. 

10. HebreTI Instruction 

The suggestiein vms nade, in connection \7i th the curriculun of the 
public schools, that the Corn:runity Council consider the advisability of seek
ing to h1troduce Hebrew as one of the optional foreign languages in some of 
the high schools. It ,-,as reported that this had been clone in Nm1 York City, 
Chicago, St Louis, and Milna.ukee. Owing to the lateness of the hour, the 
p11-~po ~:.il ,1as ta.bled until a future nee ting. 

11. No further business coning before the nee ting, it ,1as adjourned. 

Respectfully subcitted, 

(Signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary. 



THE ~ISH COMMUMITY COUNCIL 

Meeting of tb.e Executive Cormni ttee 
Monda;r, January 6, 1936, 8:30 p.1.1. nt the Euclid Ave. Temple 

l. Attendance 

There \"t!ere present: Max Sinon, C~i.;:.drman; Messrs Meyer Atkin, 
Ed~ard M Baker, Philip Bernstein, Jerome N CUrtis, George E Kath, Abral1am 
Kollin, IR Morris, Aaron Resnick, Oscar Steiner, MeJer B'eintraub, Sidney N 
Weitz, Albert A Uoldman; Dr SDnuel Ernun; Rabbis BR Brickner, Armond E 
Cohen, David Genuth, • }!--.'go Klein, Israel Poro.th; Mesdames Julius 
Fryer, Sol Gitson, David Glasser, Siegmund Ee~zog, Hazel Klein, Md Benjamin 
Levine. 

2, :?ictitious 11Jerlisr.. Issues" in Political C[1Illpaigns 

In accordance wi tl:. tl:e acti011 taken by the Co:rnmuni ty Council 
at its last mooting, the Chairman aru101..1.nced t}ui.t r..e ~".ad appointed a Car.uni ttee 
to collect the facts concerning e!o injection of fici tious 11Jm1ish Issues" 
in local polici tal campaigns and to roconmend to t11e Council a plan of action 
to eliminate such "issues". Rabbi A H Silver r:as named c:1airr:1an of t!:i s Com
mit tee, ~ith Sa1~l Danaceau, Jack A Persky, Mrs RaJ,rnond S Haas, and Jospeh 
White as t:.ie other rneubers. 

Community Calend~ 

T:10 Chai:roan also.announced that the Secretary had taken the 
necessary steps to establish a Cor.i,.~unity Calendar as a clearing house for 
organizations in sche&uling events, likewise authorized by the Cot10unity : 
Council at its last neeting. 

4. Kashruth 

The ~dr.linistration of Kn.shruth, which had been considered 
by the Council and had been referred to the Executive Cor.1mittoe, ~as discussed 
at length by t~1e Comnittee. It was recognized by all present that the sub.
ject was a very conplica ted one, .1.nd Yrould have to be studied very carefully. 
It was agreed that the first step s~ould be a collection of t~e inportant 
facts, so that the COIJr,1i ttee nig~.1t tmde ~· stand fully the existing situation. 

It was t~ereforc. uoved, duly seconded, and carried that 
the Chairr.ian appoint a Cot:1r1ittee to gt:iher this inforoation and report back 
to the Executive Cornoi ttee at a future r.1eeting. 

The following Cor.1:".1i t tee was appointed: Oscar Steiner, 
Chaircan; Isadore Finesilver, Mrs Sol Gitson, and Dr Saouel Braun. 

5• Finance 

The suggestion ~ad been uade at the last Council oeeting 
that the oeober organizations s~ould pay soall annual dues to oeet the 
ordinary expenses of the council. This natter likewise had been referred to 
the Executive Cormittee. 

In the discussion of this suggestion, it was pointed 
eut by those favoring the proposal t~at this was a proper responsibility 
of the ceober groups; that t:10 cost ,101.1.ld be very soa.11 for each organiza
tion; that it nould lend greater diG11ity to neobers~ip and was desired by 
the organizations because it TTould give theo a feeling of independence. 
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On the ot:1er hand, it '"ms stated tho.t t~1c Welfare Fund 

s~1ould bo asked to boar the f·,111 expenses for another year, especially 

since the syston of dues o.s propo~cd \70uld not nect the cost of secre

tarial und clarical a~si z tance, n.ud thece r!ou.ld :1.avo to be supplied by 

the Fund while tl:o duos ·,10-r!.ld pay for postage n.nd incidental expenses. 

It ua::, also pointed out tl~t t::c TI'clfo.rc Fu.nd r:as supported by the 

Jm..,isl1 connunity, so t!1ut t>.o ultix:i.utc source of cu:ny>ort nould be t::e 

sruJc under either pl~n. 

Follor:il!:3 thin disc1.:.ssion it r,an novcd, duly seconded, and 

carried, tho.t tl10 Exocu.ti vo cm.:.:.i.i ttee roco •. r.o;id to t!--..e Co:-:a-1E13,t~ Council 

for its consid~rn.tlon t~1c n.doption of a systcu of duon to be paid by 

r.1ot1ber organi zati ans~ on t~10 sen.le of three doll:1rs ( S3) per ~-e ar for 

each representative sent to tho Cou.."1.cil. T~.:.is v10uld r.1oan t~::1. t t:·:e □u-

jori ty of or6ani zntio:as uould 1n\'l t>.reo dollars ( $3) per ?Cn.r; no ort;;aniza

tion '.7ould pay r:1oro tl1n..."l t".iel vo cloll_p.rs ( $12), since no group: . co-.ild !1ave 

nore than four reproncntntivos. Tl~.c1.,¥i.'2l.tionn.l organizationn ~.1~:ich :-:.nd no 

local dues-puyinG ncnbors>.ip v,ould bo c;rn:-l!Jt. 

9• Jubilee 

In response to a cor:r.ro.nicn.tion recoi1ed fron tl:c Jo-.1ish 

Duily 'World Silver Jubilee Co::.r1i tteo, a notion ":70.S uade, duly seconded, 

and carried that t:1c Exccuti ·10 Cor:u::i ttee extend its coni.;;ratulntions on 

~he occasion of tho tnenty-fiftl1 anniversary of t~ie foundirl€; of the World 

and express its endorsenont of the Jnbileo celebration. 

School Exru:iinations on Je,.1ish Holidays 

The attontion of t::.c Executive Cotmittcc TI~ s co.lled to the 

fuct tl~t tl-10 local colle6eo ~""ld sc!:.ools in t:10 pnst 1:.ad sc:1ed1iJ.od inportant 

exnninations on Je,.,i s:1 holidays, tl:-.. croby creatinO a serious problcr.1 for 

Je,,7ish students. T!~ere .-:c..s full ae;rcer~cnt that the Cor.1:.m.nity Council as 

the representative of t~.10 Jc-:,is11 cocr.m.ni ty should i.1.'.:lke lmo•;m to t~e proper 

school nuthori ties t>.e difficulties involved in such si tu.n.tions and seek 

their cooperation in avoidin6 t!1er.1. 

Upon r.1otion ..iade, duly seconded, and cnrried, the Chairuan 

v,as ins true ted to nppoin t a Co~.1r.1i t tee to inforn scr.ool n.nd collece offi

C1al s of tho dates of Je-,1ish holidays [),nd to arrnnge if possible that no 

cxru:1inations be !1elci. in tl1ose dnys. 

8. Cnrriculun in Public Sc~ools 

It i.7c:.S nlso pointed out t!1at in sor.1e public sc~1ools attend

ed lari_:ely by Jei;:ish cl:ilclren, considern.blo tir.10 ·.-.,us spent before c:1ristoas 

and Easter on ontters relntctl to t:1ese holidays, rnisinc conflicts in the 

oinds of the children because of tl1e difference betueen this instruction 

and that rrhich they rocci vod n.t ~1000. 

In the discuscion u:1ich folf d, it rm.s felt that tl1is con

dition '1ould be difficult to reuedy but rms referred nevertheless to tl1e 

Cornittee, whic~ was to !1andle the question of exnr.iinn.tions on Jewish 

holidnys. 



Same letter toa llr Jack .l Penq-, Societ7 tor Saving■ lldg. 
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(signed) Abba Hillel Silver 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

TO THE MEMBERS or T.tlE EXECt1l'IVE COMMITTEE: 

Enclosed is a copy of the minutes of the meeting 
held last week, and also a copy of the summary which has 
been distributed to all representatives in the ColLicil. 

You will note that the swmnary includes the mat
ters upon which action was taken, and the points of dis
cussion which are of importance to the general membership 
at this time . 

We have asked each representati~e to convey the 
information contained in the summary to his group .. and I 
trust that you will do thia. 

January 16. 1936. 

Sincerely yours, 

Max Simon, 
President. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Rabbi~ H Silver 
The Temple 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

.lnsel & E 106th St 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Enclosed is a sugges\ed draft of the report of the 
Committee concerned with the problem of fictitious •Jewish 
Issues" in local political campaigns. 

I am sending other copies to the remaining members 
of the Oomnittee with the request that the7 inform me of any 
changes that the7 would like to make. If you have 11n7 sugges
tions or corrections, I shall of course be glad to incorporate 
them. 

Unless I hear to the contr&17 from 19u and the other 
members, I ahall assume that this ia the form in which the re
port will be ma.de to the Oonmunit7 Council at its next meeting. 

J8ZJ.U&r7 23, 1936. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

TO '.ffiE REPRESENTATIVF.S IN TIF. JEWISH COMMU?UTY COUNCIL: 

The next meeting of the Jewish Community Council will 
be held Wednesday evening, March 18, 8115 p.m. at the Jewish 
Center (1117 E 105th Street). 

Among the matters to be considered are the followingr 

(1) Report or the Committee on "Jem.sh issues'' in 
political campaigns, recommending a plan of action to elimi
nate such •issues~ in the future. A copy of this report is 
enelosed. 

(2) Report of the Committee on Schools. 

(3) Recomm~ndation of the Executive Committee that the 
incidental expenses or the Council be borne by a system or 
dues, whereby each member organization would pay three dol
lars {•3) per year for each delegate it ·sent to the Council. 

Since you undoubtetl.ly will want to take part in the 
action on these and other questions, I trust that you will make 
every etfort to attend. 

March 9, 1936 . 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Max Simon 
President. 



JEWIS~ COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Roport of the Committee on Fictitious :•Jewish Issues" in Political Campa.ip;ns 

1. Purpose of the Committee 

The Cormnittee was directed by the Jewish Corrmunity Council to: 
(1) obtain the facts concerning the manner in which fictitious "Jewish Issues" 
had been injected into local political campaigns to stir up racial and reli
gious prejudice, and to determine where the r e sponsi bili ty for this pra.ctic ~ 
lay; ( 2) to recomnend a pla:1 of action to the Council to eliminate such 11 i ssues" 
in the future. 

2. The Problem 

The following are the facts 1 as knovm to the Committee: 

A.. The creation of "Jewish issues" has been a recurring practice 
in local political campaigns for the past several years. 

B. Both major political parties have been guilty of resorting to 
this device to obtain votes, charging the opposing candidates 
with racial and religious prejudice, and citing as "proof" the 
proportion of city po3itions given to Jews, alleged votes on 
legislative bills, etc. 

C. Appeal for support on the basis of these charges has beeen 
made through handbills printed in Yiddish and circulated a 
few d.a.ys before the election, through individual word-of
mouth campaigns by precinct workers in the wards having a 
large proportion of Jewish voters, and through political cam
paign speeches. 

D. Invariably this has resulted in columns of publicity in the 
daily newspapero, bringing to the attention of the entire 
city, the problem of racial and religious animosity vithout 
any real foundation. 

E. Usua.lly the printing of such handbills has been known to the 
campai&n leaders before they nere issued. 

F. Occasionally individuals print and distribute handbills with
out the loio,vledge of campaign leaders. 

G. The cost of these handbills usually is borne by campaign 
head.qua.rt ers. 

H. Jews themselves have pleyed a major role and o.ro almost en
tirely responsible for the creation of such "issues", both 
through the issuance of handbills and the word-of-mouth 
campaigns. 

I. Soce Jews holding high places in both parties have attempted 
to prevent thia practice, but their individual efforts have 
not been successful. 
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3. Conclusions and Recommendations 

On the basis of these facts, the Committee is Bt,"Teed and recommends 
that the follov,ing steps should be taken to prevent such 11 isoues" in the future: 

.A.. A Conrnittee of Je...,1.sh leaders should be authorized to meet with 
campaign managero of each party in the very mar future, months 
llhead. of the next campaign oo that there will be no question con
cerni~ ~ particular candidate, a..11d in the name of the Jewish 
Community Council make it clear that the Jewish Coanunity looks 
with distinct disfavor upon the practice of drogging in •Jewish 
issues" in order to arouse racio.1 prejudice, and urges that this 
be stopped. If such charges should be made by any individual group 
the matter should be brought to the Community Council for its inves
tigation before any colL~ter-charges are made in retaliation. 

May v,e point out that while this has been requested in the past, it 
has been done by individU2.ls and not the Je~ish Conmunity as such. 
And while the nanagers of the porties night disclai~ responsibility, 
it would be clear to them that the Je~ish Community discredits the 
use of such charges, o.nd that their repetition in the future will 
act us an adverse boonaro.n5 to those responsible. 

B. A statement should be sent to all member orga.'1izations of the Jew
ish Cormmmi ty Council, to be read to their membership, pointing out 
the serious do..nger to the Jewish people in the practice of dragging 
in "Jevrish issues" to arouse racial prejudice for partisan adva.ritage; 
t1.ald.rig it clear that the Jewish Cor.r.ru.~ity deplores and discredits 
such tactics; n.nd asking all persons T1ho are active in political 
car.ipaigns to refrain fror.i raising such "issues", out of a considera
tion for the well-being of the Je~ish people, and because a repiti
tion of the practice r;ou.ld do serious dom~e to their own cause. 

A similar statenent should be sent to o.nd printed in the tuo Anglo
Jewish a...'1d the t'\7o Yiddish ne•.-;spapers. 

We believe that this inforoa.tion rutd w1derstiu,ding by the Jewish 
Coi!ltIU.,ity r1oul.d tend to discour~e the use of such "issues", and 
nould di sere di t ther.1 even if they were injected. 

C. As a third possible step, may we suggest that letters be sent by 
the Cor.1r.mnity Council to JeP.ish persons active in political cnm
paigns in the wards largely populated by Jewish people, asking 
them individually in the nar.ie of the Jewish Community to refrain 
froI!l dragging into the car.tpaign any Jewish questions or problems. 

The Conmittee is agreed that these steps not only would go to the roots 
of the problem in reachh1g those persons primarily responsible for the practice, 
but in addition would teud to cre~te a ccmcunity point of view which would oake 
the use of such tactics extrecely unprofitable for those resorting to theu. 

Respectfully subcitted, 

Rabbi AH Silver, Chaircan 
Saul Danaceau 
Mrs Rayoo11d S Haas 
Jack A. Persley 
Joseph White 
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The Jewish Community Council 
Cleveland 

Room 605 - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

TO THE BEPRESENT.lTIVES Ill TH!: JEWISH COMMUNI~Y comTCIL: 

Although the next meeting of the Conmu.nity Cmmcil will be held early next month, I tho~ht that you would like to know et this time wlwt pro~ress has been made since the last session. 

In accordance with the action taken by the Coun
cil and the hecutive Comnittee at their last meetings, 
the following has been done: 

(1) A Comnunity Calendar has been established to serve as a clearing house for organi~ations, to avoid con
flict in setting dates for their events and programs. The Calendar is being published weekly in the Jewish newspapers, and more complete information can bo obtained by calling 
the Secretary of the Council. 

(2) A Comnittoe headed by Rabbi Silver has met to 
analyzo the problem of fictitious "Jewish issues" in local political campaigns, and has drafted a report which it will present to tho Council at the next maoting, recomrmnding a plan of action to prevent the injection of such "issues" in 
the future. 

(3) A Conrnittoo headed by Rabbi Brickner has contacted the public school and college authorities, seeking to avoid the holding of examinations and other important 
events on Jewish holidays, and lik.cwiBe will be ready to 
roport tho results at the next moating. 

In addition to these, the Council will have for 
its consideration other items already noted in t~e minutes which were sent to you a fe~ weeks ago. You w\l\ be notified, of course, as soon RS the dato is definitely set. 

J'ebruar7 25, 1936. 

Sincerely your~ 
~ • . 

ll.ax Simon, 
President. 
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1. Minutes 

Min11tes of ~- r!eeting of the 
JEWISH cm,11,lffiJITY comJCIL 

Wednesday, !.1Rrch 18, 1936, 8130 p.m., 
at the J e,,.,ish Center 

Copies of t:1e minutes of the prPvious meeting of the Community 
Council and the Executive Committee having been ~ailed to all the represen
tatives, upon motion made, duly seconded, and ca1·ried, the reading of the 
minutes v;as dispensed yri th, 

2. Community Calendar 

The Secretary report ed t hat t he Community CR.lendar, authorized 
at the previous meeting of the Cou. ;cil, hRd o een set in operation. A list of 
events planned by the orgar.izations tad been co•:ir,iled, and groups were regu
larly telephoning the Council office t ) 01-J t a i.n this inforr.ia.tion before plan
ning their programs, with the result t hat se7eral conflicts already had been 
avoided. The Calendar irias being pu'olished weekly in the Anglo-Jewish and 
Yiddish newspapers. 

3. Dues. 

The sugp.estinn t hat the ordinary expenses of the Community 
Council be met through a system of dues to be paid by ~ember organizations 
had been referred to the Executive Committee. The Chai.rmRn reported that the 
Committee recommended the adoption of such dues, at the rate of three dollars 
per year for each representa tive ,~llich an organization sent to the Council. 

In the discussi•.)n of the recommendRtion, it v:ras pointed out by 
Mr. Labowi tch, Mr. Julius Schweid, r1r. Most, and others that the sum vrould 
be so small as to cause no inconvenience to any group, that it would l end 
greater dignity and rE'spect to membership in the C01.mcil, and would provide 
for the ordinary needs of the Cou!·1cil. Since all groups had be Em informed 
of the recommendation several weeks before and had been reminded of it in 
the notice of the meeting, it was agreed that t here had beE!n ample time for 
consideration. 

It vras therefore moved, dnly seconded, and unanimously carried 
that each member organization of the Je,..r.i.sh Community Council pay an annual 
dues of three dollars per year for each deleeate representing it in the 
Council. 

4. Fictitious "Jevrish Issues" in Political Campaigns 

The report of the Committee v:hich had besn appointed to re
commend a plan of action looking to,rrard the elimination of fictitious "Jev,
ish Issues" in the future poli ticRl campP..igns was then presented to the 
Council. (Co-pies had been mRiled previousl y to all delegates.) 

In the discnssion of the r eport, it was agreed that the meas
ures recommended would tend to prevent the injection of false charges of 
anti-Semitism in order to stir up racial and religious prejudice, and ~ould 
discredit the practice if it did recur. 

Upon motion made, duly seconded, and unA.nimously carried, the 
report vras approved, and the Cornriittee rms authorized to nroceed vrith the 
three steps 't"!hich it had recorii1ended I nnr.iely, a conference of Je'ti1ish leaders 
~ith the campaign managers of the two major political parties, to make it 
clear that such tactics are deplored by the Jewish Community Md that they 
vrill serve as an adverse boomerruig to those using them; letters to be sent 
by the Co□munity Council to n(•!'·!ber organizntions and to the Jev,ish nevrs
pApers, explaining the purpose e.nd dnnger of such "issues" and seeking to 
discredit their use; r.i.nd letters to be sent to the individual politic~l ~or
kers in the vmrds populnted lnrg€:ly by Jc,··s, ns1{ing them to refrrtin from 
dragging such issues into future cn!'!lpnigns. 
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5. Kashruth 

The C:1A.irmr.n r eported tho.t the question of Kashn.1th administra

tion, referred by the Council to the Executive Comnittee nt the last meetin8, 

hRd been discussed by the latter, ~nQ n speci~l Comnittee had been apnointed 

to obtain the fncts in the r.iatter . This 1ns being done, and a report 1'rould 

be mnde r.t a future r1eeting . 

6. Sr-u11uel :tocker 

The Conncil noted ,.,i th de ep r egret the pAss ing of Samuel Rocker. 

A Co11r.:1ittee Yras authorized to drnft R r crolution expressing the regret of the 

Jm1ish Comr'.nmity in the loss of Ur. Ro~ker, nnd the representatives rose for 

a fe,,.r Monents in silt nt tribute . 

Mr. Kol lin ru1d \1r. S i•:ion ln.J.A e,~1 !1is <1Prvice to the Gonrnmi ty, 

rendered over a long 1=2r :~_od of y ,· rrs R.S editor of thr: Je,.7ish World, and 

prRised his personRl efforts to uni:y :1.nd ~in r ·. •. nize the vr-trious forc es in 

Je111ish life. "The life of Mr. Rocker •rn~ ff,1ch th:1t j_t is nbove eulogy," 

they said. 

7. Con~i ttee on Schools P.nd Collcr:es 

In the n.bscnce .f10•1 th€ !".iee t 1.ng of Ra'Jbi Brickner, chairnnn of 

the Co!".lmi. ttee on Schools mid Colleges, I.~r . Zollin re ..,orted for this Con!'li ttec. 

~n accorc1Rnce with the tasl:: civ£~1 it by the Executive Con°·d.ttee, the Oor1;1ittee 

had 1.'TI'i tten the Supe::rinten'lF1nts of the v.".rlow~ public school syster,s and the 

Deans of the local colleres , e!1closlng lists of Jewish holidays, and askLrig 

then to av1id holding exri.r.iinationc:i nrni 0th0r ir.iportn.nt events on those d~ys, 

because of the necessary abr..E·nce of Jev.rish students . Alnost ::ill h.1.d repl:ed 

in ''Titing, and every one ,:.rho did pl edged his coonerrition in cnrryinp out 

this request. 

The Connittee ,·ms also co!1.ferring directly ,-ri th the Superinten

dents 1'Ti th the air.i of elil'!linA.ting insofar ,q_s r1osc;iblE Christl"l1 .~ ru1d Enster 

celebrations in public schools having lnrge popu-:tntions of Je•·rish students. 

One such conference hnd alrendy be en held ·,.ri th the Superintendent of Clev&

land Public S~1ools, y·ho had pro,ised to contac t the te.8.chers anc1 princip:i.ls 

responsible for such nractice nnd to n.Ak the~ t o ::odify thi.s in the future. 

Another conference hnn been scheduled ~.'Tith the Suoerintendent of Clevelan<l 

Heights Public Schools for the near futare . 

The report ,,~ns r ece • vcd ·rri th considerable prrds 8, P.nd upon no

tion !':'lade by Mr. Kohrnnn a.l'ld Mr . Frcedheir.1, duly ~ec •nded, and un11ni1:1ously 

cnrricd, the Cori'."".ittce ·~ms r1nde n Stnndinr; CoT.1"-:ittee nnd ,:ms directed to send 

lists of Je·.ri.sh holidf'l.ys to the school off~_cinls each yf'nr and to continue to 

denl ,.,ith other r.iatters ~uch as those al.ren.dy presented . It ,·ras sugp:ested by 

Mr. Freedheir.i that the 1•.rork of the Cori .. 1.L tt r:P f1hould be -r.JRde knmrm to Cor.!nunity 

Councils in other cities, so that they Y'light have the benefit of Cleveland's 

experience. 

In relnt-i..,m to t i is general ~ubJect , Mr . 1'lold.:1an reported that 

there had been brought to i:1is n.ttent·:.on the forrmtion of Glenville Gentile 

- · Associatii:m r.t Glenville H:i.p;h School. The CO"'ll'1ittee reported that it hnd al

rendy tak8n up the "'latter ,,'ith tho principnl of the school nnd had been in

formed thn t the organizr1 tion "T[l.S no longer in existence. 

Mr. Shn.rlitt rnic;Ed thP. question ns to ---hethE::r the group rJieht 

not r.ierely be driven underground insteaii. o~ being disbn.nded, nhether it wasn 't 

l'lecessr.ry to deRl 1·ri th the !'undH"!~::n t:1.l :Jro lei, that of the innbility of Gen

tile chilnrcn1 to obtRin any c:ns~ o~fices, nnd -~hP-th~r there ~nsn 1 t a danger 

of the S'1l'e,.d of such rroUT,)3 to ot1:..er schools 11nless tlle proble:.1 ,,·ere prop

erly wndled . It nfts Rabbi Ros0~1thR-l Is opinion ttint this i,7n,s clue to the 

denocrntic ::iethod of election, ~ .. ith n lnrge : P.Jority of Je•·Tish students in 

the schools, and thRt t:1r:: chiJ.:1.ren s ·1ould not b(:'.' tc1.ur,ht to 11 hide their light 

under n bushel basket" in orci ~r t •) g~ve Gentile childr0.n n fe,·r clnss offices 

, t the expense of Je~nsh st 1dc:1ts ,·.-ho nirht b0 n,Jre c .'='pable. 



Mr. Edward Sch,·reid, Rab'!Ji Cohen, Mr. Kallin, Rabbi Porath and 
others pointed out that Gentile ~tudents should not be prevented fron holdinL 
office ,~erely because they ,-Yere in the ;iinori ty, and thn t this \7as a natter 
of Justice rather than expediency. After further discussion it was agree0, 
therefore, that the Rabbis should talk to Glenville J~~ish students Tihon tney 
knew personnlly in the attc"'lpt to have ther.1 take Pl. broader vi~:, and nake pos$

ible representation, of non-J~ish students in clnss offices, Md thf.>tt Mr.Shr,,.r
litt and the Secre~y should help ~ork this out ·-:-ith then. 

8. The Si tun.tion or the J c,1s in Polf'.nd 

Rabbi Genuth reported th~t -~.e:::.-:;n.g~s hnd been sent to Orthodox 
Rnbbis throughout the country e.skinf' the"l to c:i1ll r.mss r.ieetings in protest 
against the threatened lary prevent.inr, the ko .. her slaughter of cAttle in Poland. 
Inasnuch as there already existed a Co:,:iw1it~7 Council in Clevelnnd, he asked 
miether the Council should not cAl l such n. ~-:a~s !'.1eeting. 

In the discussion rrhich fol lo···ed it ~as pointed out that entire 
situation of the Jews in Poltu1d "f .. r-ts extre01ely precari 0us, ,7i th nore thA.n a 

nillion suffering fron extre!"le poverty, and m.th physicr-i.l riots nnd pogrons 
becoming alnost daily occurrences. Inas~uch, honever, ns a large conference 

'''ms being called at Ne11 York 11ithin ,.. f£n days to consider the natter, it was 
agreed thAt no nction should be taken by the Council as n body pending the 
decision arrived at there. 

9. Anti-Nazi Boycott 

Mr. Fenster rniscd the question As to vrhether the n.nti-Nnzi 
boycott in the city -nP.s not bor ging dovm, nnd stAted in his opi!1ion thA.t the 
J~!ish Cor.1'1unity see"'led to be forgettin~ A.b out it. It ,~as his opinion thnt 

nuch 'iOre vigorous sti.1111).~tio:1 ·•r,.s needed than hAd been in evidence in recent 
nonths. 

Mr. Fur~"l explained the :.ier-tsure~ beine taken by the Leneue for 
Hu1:1rui Rights Against Hazisn, tmd pointed out thnt evor·J orr,nniz:\ti::>n had been 
asked Ap~oint a Boycott ChRirnan to ~e.ep the group infornod of the steps to be 
taken. Many had failed to carry out their responsibility, ho~-revr->r, 1.>ii th the 
result that the natter ~·!as not being lcept aJ ive in the st=> orgnnizrtions. TI1ere 

vrere, ho1·1ever, according to Mrs. Golcth~:1er, severrl i.1'J:1f'.n' s groups vrho •;rere 
coopere.ting very actively. Mr. Kohr:~an pointed out the necessity of reaching 
the indi vidunls not • affiliA ted ,-,1th orglmizn tions. 

It irEts agreed tlmt the ~atter r-ms a 7tost i"1port811t one, :md that 
it should be regular subject for the agendn of Connunity Council neetings. 
The Secretary was directed t.0 nsk the Anti-Nazi LeAgue to haven representa
tive nt every n~eting prepAred to report on orogres~ of the boycott. 

10. Yeshiva Adn.th B 1nrd IsrtH:·l 

Ur. Heman, president of the Yeshivn Ad~th B1nai Israel re
quested the assistance of the Co~~w1ity Council in obtainir.g n subsidy from 
the Bureau of J~~ish Educ~tinn. Since~ ~pnlicntinn to the Bureau already 
had been nade, and had not been rejected, the Ch~irnnn ruled th~t the Co~o
unity Council had no province in the ratter. 

P.espectfully sub~itted, 

Philip Bernstein 
Sec.retnry 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

To the Representatives in the Jewish Cqmpunitx Council: 

Enclosed is a copy of tho minutes of the meeting 
held last Wednesday evening. 

Since there were a n\1Illbor of matters considered 
and acted upon which are of im~ortance to the members 
of yaur organization, and ilnJe they must dol)end upon 
JOU for this information, I trust that you will see 
that these facts aro roported to them. 

i.:arch 23, 1936. 

Sincerely yours, 

•IAX Simon 
President. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

TO TD IQl'JfBERS OF THE mcuTIVI CCl~?JITTa: 

No., that the Jpish Welfare FUnd Campaign has 
been canpleted. there are a number of matters which should 
have the pranpt attention of the Corrmunity r,ouncil. The 
~xecutive Ccm:oittee ~ill meet, therefore, on Thurs~ 
evening, June 11, 8:15 p.m .• at the Je,-fsh Center (Room B
}.-;ain J'loor). 

.Among the itsns to be considered Rre the reports 
of the comnittees on schools, Kashroth, Pna nolitical 
issues. In addition, severel other matt ers heve been 
brought to us for action since our lest meeting. 

The imnortence of t hi s session is obvious, and 
I trust that you •ill be present. 

June 5, 1936. 

Sincerely yours. 

~~ 
l-reY Simon 
President 
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,~~e Jewish Community Council 
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I 
\ Cleveland 

Room 605 .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

1> m DPD§ENTMIPs, 

Enclosed are the minutes of the full and interesting 
meeting held last 'lhursdiq evening. '?here were a nunber 
of matters discussed and acted upon, wh~ch the members of 
your organization should know. I trust, therefore, that 
you will bring this -tnfOIID&tion to them. 

llax Simon 
President 



BY -LAD 

I. 

1INANCE: 

1. Each member orgonization in the Cou.nc11 shall 
pq an ~nual due ot three dollars for each 
representative which 1, sends to the Council in 
accordance with Article IV, Section 5. 

2. The fiscal year of the Council shall be from 
JanU&~ey 1 throi~h December 31, coinciding with 
the calendar year. 

). ill tunds in ,ossession ot the Cowcil a1'all be 
deposited in a locnl bank which is a member of 
the Federe.l Deposit Insurance Coroorntion. . . 

4. Funds may be ,-.,ithdrew11 only \:.:1th the signB.tures 
of the Secretc-.ry t:nd Treasurer, or the Secretary 
or Traasurer EUld one of the other officers of 
the Council. 



'!HE JBISH COllruNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Executive Comnittee 
Th:ute4tY, J:une 11. 8:30 p,m •. at the ,Iewilb Center 

1. Attendance 

There were present: Max Simon , Chairman; Meyer Atkin, Philip Bern
stein, Dr Samuel !raun, Rabbi Armond E Cohen, Jeroma N Curtis, L Mack Fein, 
Isadore Finesilver. George E Kath, Ro.bbl Hugo nein, Abraham Kollin, Mrs Ben
jamin Levine, Rabbi Israel Porath, Oscar Steiner, Mrs Victor Wise, Albert 
Wold.man and Jacob Wolpaw. 

2. Minutes 

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting having been mailed 
to all members, upon motion made, duly seconded, and carried, the reading of 
the minutes wa.s dispensed with. It was a.greed that unless specific correc
tions were made, this standard procedure constituted approval of the minutes. 

3. Committee on Schools 

Mr Kollin reported that since the last meeting of the Council the 
Committee had met with the Superintendent of Cleveland Heights Public Schools, 
and had discussed with him the problem of Christmas and Easter instruction and 
celebration in schools attended .largely by Jewish students. .A.s a. result, he 
had prQmised to confer with the principals of these schools and to ask them to 
modify this practice in the future. 

A similar conference planned with the head of the Shaker Heights 
Public School System had been deferred due to a change in personnel. 

Mr Kollin also reported that the Committee had received a complaint 
concerning anti-Semitic propaganda being spread by a WP A supervisor on a 
project in one of the school systems. The matter had been taken directly to 
WP A headquarters, and the mo.n was ordered to stop all such activity under 
threat of discharge. This apparently ha.d remedied the situation, and no 
further complaint was received. 

In the discussion of the report, it was pointed out that after the 
Comnittee had requested schools and colleges not to schedule examinations on 
Jewish holidays, Jewish students were attending classes on these occasions, 
and in at least one instance had informed the instructor that they did not 
object to examinations on Shabu.oth. While it was recognized that all students 
were not uniform in their observance, this nullified the desire of at least a 
few to observe such occ~sions. It was also stated that some Jewish parents in 
the past had informed school officials that they did not object to Christmas 
page8.£~ts a:id similar observances. 

It was recognized that if the efforts of the Council were to be 
effective, they would have to have the support of parents a.nd students. It 
was B.i.:,O':t'eed, therefore, that this should be made clear through Temple bulletins, 
annom1cements from pulpits, through information to children in religious schools 
telling them of the cooperation which the schools had promised in religious 
observance, and throu~ contacting orga111zed Jewish groups at colleges. It was 
also agreed that school officials should be reminded from time to time prior to 
forthcoming holideys, a.nd it was recognized that as they turned to the Council 
instead of miscellaneous individuals for information, the situation would tend 
to improve. 

4. Report of Treasurer 

Mr Jacob Wolpaw, treasurer, reported that in accordance with the 
action taken by the Council at the last meeting, dues hod been assessed on the 
member org~1izations. The initial r e~aest had brou3ht a response from 49 or
ganizations, which had paid a totru. of $210. This was deemed to be very favor
able, and it was expected that a seconn notice would bring in a considerable 
number of other p~nts. Inn.smuch as n0 re3Ulo.tions had been set up governing 
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the deposit and withdrawal of funds, by-lat1s were proposed for this purpose. 
Upon motion made, duly seconded, a.nd carried, these were adopted. (Copy at
tached.) 

5. K~shruth Comnittee 

Mr Oscar Steiner, Chairman, reported that the Knshruth Conmittee 
had undertwcen a comprehensi ·1~ fa.ctual study of Kashruth administration in 
the city. The outline of the study was read, covering sources of kosher 
meats, the manner in which supervisors were employed, paid, and organized, 
methods of supervision and inspection of wholesale and retail establishments, 
price differentials between kosher and non-kosher meats, and problems involved 
in administration. Similar information would be so~t for the poultry trade. 

Mr Steiner sur:marized the inforna.tion which had been secured by the 
CommittP-e, presenting it as a partial report. The subject was recognized as 
a very complicated one, and one which would require considerable further study. 

6. Pol.1 ti cal Issues 

It was reported that the Comnittee on "Jewish Issues" in Political 
Campaigns intended to carry into effect its recommendations prior to the next 
campaign. 

7. Polish Situation 

The Chairman informed the members that letters had been sent to all 
representatives in the Council, s~izing the correspondence of the .American 
Jewish Comr:d.ttee and the Americo.n Jewish Congress, in which both organizations 
had advised the Council that protest action a&ainst the outrages in Poland wo'Uld 
not be helpful at this time, si~ce it would tend to weaken the efforts which 
were being made already nationally a.nd internationally. 

8. Je,1ish Egµc1t1on Survey 

It was also reported that the survey of Jewish education, discussed 
at the last meeting of the Council, was now in progress. All Jewish educa
tional institutions in the cit7 were being studied, and it was expected that 
a report would be submitted to the comuni ty in September. 

In connection \rlth this subject, Mr Waldman announced that there 
was a movement to subsidize a professorship in Semitics at Ohio State Univer
sity, and asked if the CoCDUnity Council might not interest itself in the 
effort. It was 8€l"eed that this was beyond the scope of the Council at this 
time. 

9. ,Lewi sh Ant 1-Seai ti sa 

The Chairman read a letter received from one of the local colleges, 
statL1g tho.t it had experienced considerable difficulty in placing Jewish 
graduates, due to anti-SemitiSl:l ru:i.oag both Je11ish and. non---rewish employers. 
In the prolo:1ged discussion of this r.iatter , it was agreed that the problec 
was a cost serious one, . and that as a first step a strong effort should be 
mode to eliminate this anti-Ser.ii ti so nnong Jews..- .. In view of the fo.ct tho.t 
the B1nai ] 1rith Anti-Defamation League was workiilg on this probleo, the 
Secretary was directed to a.eter:rl.ne \7 ... 1at v10.s bai11g dor.a a.nd to bring this 
inforr,m.t ion to the next meeting of t~e Cou11cil. It was agreed that if organ
izations exist which are able to handle specific problens effectively, the 
policy of the Council should be to nssist rather than supersede them. 



10. Ir;gigration 

The CoI!lCli ttee was inforned that there r;as pending in Congress bills 
dealing ui th icnigration uhich \7ere of unusuo.l significance to Jews. One, the 
Kerr-Coolidge ~ill, sougt1t to libero.lize irnnigration restrictions. Another, 
the Starnes-Reynolds Bill, would cut imigration ~. would permit the Presi
dent to deport all aliens on public or private relief, and hod a nuober of 
sir.iilar features. Mr Woldma.n v.ras asked to bring a full report on these bills 
to the next ceeting of the Co\u1cil. 

11. Application for Membershi.J! 

The application for meubership cf th~ Canp Wise Crew, cooposed of 
leaders of the caop, was approved for recorn.'.lend.a.tion to the Council. 

12. Miscellaneous Collections 

Rabbi Cohen pointed out that a serious proble~ existed in the coo
ounity as a result of a large number of collectors invading the city purport
ing to represent various European institutions. Sore of then were inpostors, 
a.nd it was his opinion th~t the Council could be very helpful in checking 
their credentials and at least aelp to elioinate fakery, without atter.ipting 
to po.ss 0!1 the nerits of legitiraa.te collectors. Follo,ving considerable dis
cussion, it uas IT()Ved, duly seconded, and carried, that n Coomittee be 
appointee to investigate the possibilities of control, and the r.iethods de
vised for this purpose in other co~.nru..~ities. R~bbi Cohen, Rabbi Porath, and 
Mr Atkin were appointed. 

13. Council Meeting 

It ,;as a.greed that t:-ie next nee ti:1g of the Council should be held 
during the current oonth. 

14. No further business cor-iing before the ne -3 ting, it was adjourned. 

Respectfully subr.'litted, 

(Sien,ed) Philip :Bernstein 

Secretary. 



1. Minutes 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
JEWISH OOMW!lITY COUNCIL 

Thursd.&f, June 25, 1936, 8:30 p.m. • 
at the Euclid J.ve. Temple 

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting of the Community 
Council having been mailed to all the representatives, upon notion ma.de, 
duly seconded, and carried, the reading of the minutes was dispensed with. 

2. Qomnittee on Schoola 

Mrs Benjamin Levine reported that since the last meeting 
of the Council the Comnittee had met with the Superintendant of Cleveland 
Heights Public Schools. and had discussed with him the problem of Christmas 
and Easter 1nstru.ct1on and celebration in schools attended largely by 
Jewish students. As a result, he had promised to confer with the 
principals of these schools and to ask them to modify this practice in 
the future. A similar conference , planned with the Superintend.ant of 
Shaker Heights Public Schools, had been deferred until Fall because of 
a change of personnel. 

Mrs Levine also reported that the Comnittee had received a 
complaint concerning anti-Semitic propaganda being spread by a W.P . .A.. 
supervisor on a project in one of the school systems. The matter had been 
taken directly to W.P.A. headquarters , and the man was ordered to stop all 
such activity under threat of discharge. 'l'his apparently had remedied the 
situation, and no further complaint was received. 

The Conmittee had learned, following its request to school 
and college officials that they abate.in from conducting examinations and 
other important work on Jewish holideys, tha.t in at least one college 
class Jewish students had told the instructor on the last holidq that 
they did·not object to an examination at that time. This nullified the 
desire of the students who wished to observe the holi~. The Committee 
had learned also that some Jewish parents in the past had informed ttchool 
officials that they did not object to Christmas pageants and similar 
observances. 

It was recognized that if the efforts of the Council were to 
be effective, they would require the support of parents an~ students. 
The Executive Comnittee at its last meeting had agreed, therefore, to 
make this clear through Temple :Bulletins, announcements by Rabbis from 
their pulpits, through information to children in religious schools 
telling them of the cooperation which the schools had promised, and 
through contacting organized groups at colleges. There was agreement, 
likewise. that school au.thorities should be reminded from time to time 
prior to forthcoming holidt\Y'S, and 1 t was recognized that as they turned 
to the Council instead of miscellaneous individuals for information, the 
situation would tend to improve. 

The report was a.ccepted and approved by the Council, 

3. Report of the Treasurer 

Mr Jacob Wolpa.w , treasurer, reported thn.t in accord.a.."'lce with 
the action taken by the Council at its la.st meeting, dues ha been assessed 
on the member organizatio11s. To date a very favorable total of $243 had 
been received from 56 organizations, largely in response to one mailed 
request. This did not include the dues turned in at the meeting, and the 
ad.di tionaJ. payments which were coming through the mail dai.17 undoubtedly 
would swell the total considerably·, he said. By-la.ws governing the admii►. 
istration of the CoUl,oil•s funds had been adopted by the Executive Comnittee, 
a..,d were reported to the Council. (Copy attached.) 
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4. Anti--Nazi ;Boycott c411d Activity 

Mr IR Morris, reporting for th~ Leag:.ie for Human Rights 
Against Nazism, disclosed that every large local store was observi~ the 
boycott by refusing to 1n1rchase Gen.ia.n gooc.'s• In instances where Geman 
mo.de goods were slipped in by i-n!)orters, they were bei1.1.g sent buck. The 
only. store not meas·,..1.rL1g up completely t,as the Higbee Company, which sold 
some German itoms from time to time, and efforts were being made to prevent 
this. 

The Le3gU.0 hn~ succeeded in eliminatinc Qermnn goods from 
local branches of some nf.'tio!1al chain stores. Sears-Roebuck, however, 
still refused to cooperr:-.t..J. The boycott 1'..n.d been r,:ivcn impetus nationally 
through a government o~der nt Wasni:ngton tlrasticnlly raising tariff rates 
on important Gennc..11 morc'hri.ndise, tnoreby virtually excluding them from the 
country. 

The Lengu.e hnd protested the s~1onsoring of o. Nazi ;,penker by 
Western Reserve University, o.nd hnd been infonnod that this was done through 
the head of t~e German depnrtmont and not tho University itself. Appar
ently no steps had been token by tho college authorities to prevent this 
in the futu.;re. The University, followine; corSore;1ces Vii th Lengu.e repre
sentatives, had refuse~ to send on officinl delegn.to to the Heidelberg 
eolabrntion. The head of tho Gormnn depc~rtment would nttend ns nn indi
vidunl, it wns learned. 

A detniled report wns civon of ~he growth in Clevelnnd of 
the "Minute Men of 193611 , n rnbid n.nti-Jewist orgn.niu~tion under the 
nntionn.l leadership of Willin .. rn Dudley Pelley. The locnl units of the group 
were conducting frequent meet irg s -- it \ins sn.id thn.t on one evening there 
were ten such meetings in Lakewood - ond was sprending violent anti
Jewish propo.gn11dn •. Another incidont r o~ortod by the League wns its work 
in h::wiing n locnl ccmpnr1y truce dm·m n Nazi flag which it hnd been flying 
n9ovc its building. 

5. Rocker R9solution 

In nccordnnco with the ~ction of the Council nt its lo.st 
m0eting 1 n resolution hnd bc:.en drr..ftcd oy n. special committee nnd sont ti') 
the fnmily of the lo.to S • .muel Rocker. The resolution wns rend by Mr 
A~rohnm Xollin, chnirmnn of tho Committee. 

6. Politicnl Issues 

The Ch.niI'IIUl.Il rep~rted thnt tho Committoe on Ficti~ious 
"Jewish Issu.es11 in Politicnl Cl'lllpo.igi~s wo,ll.d curry out its recommendn.tions~ 
p,eviously ncceptod by the Council, prior to the next election. 

7. Polish Situp.tion 

The Council olrendy hnd been informod through the mnil thnt 
both the .Americnn Jewish Congress D.J."1d tho .Amoricnn Jewish Committee hn.d 
advised the Council thn.t protest nction by it would not be helpful to the 
persecuted Jews of Polnnd, since it would tenet to wonkon the efforts being 
mo.de by nntioIU.:.lly nnd internn.tionnlly, nnd ~i6l1t strenghtan tho nnti
Somitic party in opposition to the w0cl~ Polish gov0rnrient. This ndvice 
hQ.d been accepted by tho Executive Committee. 

8. Jewish Educo.tion S1u~e1 

The Council rrns inforr10d tl.1.:"'.t there ~v:1.s ~eing conducted 
n su.rvey of Jowish odu.cntion in th0 city, u::.<1 or the d.ir~ction of Dr I :B 
Berkson of New York, n:1d !.:r :Son Rosen of Pl:il.n,.~1cl·f)hin. The findings 
nnd rocomrnend...'\t ions of t:io survey probr,.bly would ·oo nvn.iln.blo to tho 
Community Council n.ftor its comnl0tion i!l FrJ.l. 
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In reply to a question by Mr Ch[lXles Dum1er concerning the 
Yer,hivo. Adath B'nai Israel, it was e}..1)lci.ined that the Yeshiva. was bei:ig 
included in the survey, and t.h.at m1til the report ho.d been made r,..nd its 
recommendations acted upon, the Council had no provir~ce in the finn..~ci -:?l 
problem of that institutioa. 

9. A11ti-Semitism among the Jenish Employe_rs 

A. letter had been received from one of the local colleges, 
~tating that it had experienced considerr,:ble difficulty in plncing Jewish 
grn.dua.tes, due to anti-Semitism nrno ~1g both Jevrish. and non-Je1.1ish employers. 
The matter had been broueht to the Ei:ecuti ve Corrr::ii ttee, which h:ld asked 
the Anti-Defer.iation League to report on it3 ~ctivity in this field. 

Dr. D.M. :Serris, reporti~1g for tho LEH.¼,"'l.le, stated that it had 
not attempted to to.ckle this ,roble .. 1 locally. Correspondance with the 
national office of the Le~-ue revealed th11.t a successful procedure in 
other cities hnd been the formation of a cor'.ll.1i ttee repres~nting all major 
Jewish orgn.niza.tion3, contacting illdi vi du.al er:zployers ru1d eoploynent 
agencies quietly. 

In the discu.~sion ,:hich followed, it was pointed out by 
Mr. Meisel, Mr Shnrlitt, Mr Metz:1er, 8-!ld others, thnt the pr.oblem was a 
serious one, and would require careful study a.~d action. It was said, 
too, that in its broad aspects the lnc~tter involved Jewish ernployer-ea,loyee 
relatio!lsb.ips, a:.1d the unfavorable cor.nunity ren.ction to ruoors that these 
standards were low. 

There v,a3 agreeoent that the CoI:lr.luni ty Cou.::1cil, as the repre
sentnt i ve of the entire Jewish Co□;l'Wlity, could be rore effective than 
any sin~-;le organization in atte:.-.'Ipting to handle the problem. It vm.s 
ooved therefore, duly seconded, ~1d carried, that the Chairnan be instructed 
to appoint a Cor:naittee for this purpose, ~ith the understanding that the 
Anti-Defar.lD.tion League y;ould be included in its oenbership, so that there 
rrould be complete coordination. 

10. World Jerrish Congress 
; 

Mr Albert Wold.:.1an briefl~r described the Washington conference 
which had elected delegntos to the riorld Jewish Congress to be held at 
Geneva in .August. More than 1000 delesates, representing 99 cotV:1W1ities 
in 32 states, attended the confere~1ce, n:1.d inntructed the Ar:1€rican dele
gates to sub1:d. t proposals colli11g for the e:::tn.blishnent of a Cor.nission 
on Civil m1d Political Relations, a Bureu.u. of Resen.r~h ond Inforwation 
on Anti-Seoitism, a.i~d an Institute of Econor.rl.c Research. The purposes 
of thene bodies would be to co:itact gover1.ner.t officicls when necess.3.ry, 
present the truth about Je,-,s to the enlightened public opinion of the 
world, and to study carefully the econor.rl.c, social, and political pro-
bleris of Jews. The progrnm would be finnnced through o.n internatio~1al bank. 

l l. }4enber ship 

The application for oer:ibership of the Caop Wise Crew, an 
org~1ization which recruits and trains lead.era for the ccu:tp, was 
prese~ted to the Council, and upon !JOtion ~rule, duly seconded and 
carried, was accepted. 

12. B' ::.1o.i BI ri th Da.z 

It was announced tha.t Sund~, A:u.b"""U.st 16, wou1d be :B 1na1 ::Qlrith 
Day at the Greo.t Lakes Exposition, anr would be featured b7 unusual Jer1ish 
religioua services ·a."ld r.iusic. An invitn.tion \10.s extended to the Je\rlsh 
coiJf1U.:.li ty of Clovela.'1.d to attend. 



Officers 

PrN/dent 
Maa 8imoa ~ 

F/r•t Vloe-Pr~!•nt 
tdward II. er 

Second Vloe-P..J,tent 
Edward J. Schweid 

Third V/oe-Preaident 
Mn. Bestjamio Levine 

r,-.urer 
Jacob Wolpaw 

S.Cret•ry 
Philip Beroateia 

Executive 
Committee 

Meyer Atkin 
Dr. Samuel Braun 
Rabbi B. R. Briclmer 
Rabbi Annand B. Cohen 
Jerome N. Curtia 
L. Mack Fein 
lladore Fiaeailver 
Mn. Jullua Fryer 
Georp W. Furth 
Rabbi David Oenuth 
Mn. Sol Oitaon 
Mn. David Qlaaer 
Mn. Siqmund Heraoc 
Geor1e B. Kath 
Mn. B. J. Klein 
Rabbi Huso Klein 
Abraham KolliD 
Ben Labowitch 
I. R. Morrie 
Rabbi Abraham Nowak 
Rabbi Iarael Porath 
Aaron Remick 
Rabbi Rudolph Roaenthal 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Mn. Harry Simao 
Oacar H. Steiner 
Meyer Weintraub 
SidneyN.Weiu 
Mn. Victor L. Wiae 
Albert A. Woldman 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerry 8176 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 
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Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Sept mber 10, 1936 

As you know, the Community 
Council at its last meeting authorized the 
appointment of a committee to otudy and take 
appropriet action with r gard to the problem 
of anti-Semitic discrimination among employers-
particularly Jewish employer. 

Being cognizant of your interest 
in this problem over a period of years, nd of the 
very important contribution which you can make in 
the matter -- which is probably the most important 
one undertf'Jten by the Co'Uncil to dB.te -- I hould 
like very much to heve you serve es e member of this 
committee. 

l r. Mil ton Al tschul hss ac~epted 
the chairmanship of the group. and we ere asking Jay 
Iglauer, I.F. Freiberget, and other community leaders 
to serve 1th you. Thehmieting will be scheduled at 
an early date, and every effort will be made to have 
the sessions at times when it will be possible for you 
to ttend. 

-c~ 
Max Simon • 
President 
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Dear Rabbi Silver: 

E. M. BAKER 

CLEVELAND 

September 23, 1936 

Will you please be my guest at a luncheon to be 
held at 12:15 Tuesday, September 29th at the Midday Club, 
Union Trust Building, to dieouss a matter of importance 
to us as Jews and Americans. 

Some time ago the Jewish Community of Cleveland 
through the Jewish Community Council went on record as de
ploring the practice of inJeoting into political campaigns 
so-called Jewish issues that do not exist and which in fac t 
a.re fictitious. There are many rumors abroad today relat
ing to an alleged anti-semitism on the part of Governor 
Landon. There will be present at the luncheon two prominent 
Jewish laymen from Kansas City who from their own intimate 
knowledge and observation will tell us the facts as they 
know them. 

Will you please indicate whether or not you will 
be present by mailing the enclosed card immediately. 

Cordially yours, 

E. M. Baker. 



J.ACOB .l. IWlznLD -- (Mr. Baker will introduce) 

JOOPB COBD -- Biographical ■ketch 

.lttorne7 -- laneaa City, lanaa■ 

Put President -- D11trlct f 2. B'nai B1r1th 

Vice-Prea14ent (last 79ar) -- Greater Eanau City Jewiah Wtd.tare 
1ederat1on 



Sept. 29, 1936 

One of the firet matter• presented to the newly organized 

Jewish Community Council was the matter of injecting fictitioua 

Jewish iaauea into local political campaigns. 

At the Council Meeting of Dec. 17, 1935, a motion was 

passed to appoint a Coarnittee of five to study the subJect and 

to report back to the Community Council with a recommendation for 

action to prevent the recurrence of this practice in future 

CaJlll&ipa. A Conmittee was appointed and I was requested to be 

its C.nairman. Tne Committee met, made a careful survey of the 

situation, submitted a report to the Jewish Community Council 

wnicn report was adopted on March 18, of this year. 
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Rabbi AH Silver 
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Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The Oomnittee on Unfair Discrimination in Employ
ment will meet Tuesday afternoon, October 6th, 4:00 p.m., 
at 1900 Euclid Avenue (Room 605). 

At that time the Conmittee will review the problem 
which the Council has delegated to it, and rill determine 
what shall be its plan of procedure. Preliminary information 
is already available for consideration. 

I am sure you will agree that the matter merits 
our serious attention, and the first meeting obviously will 
be a very important one. I am counting, therefore, on your 
participation. 

September 29, 1936. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kil ton P. .U t sch'Ul , 
Chairman. 
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Jewish Conmunity Council 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 0]' ~HE COMMITTEE OU _f:ASHRUTH 

The report which followo is a preliminary one. It sw:sna.rizos for 
the Executive Committee the information which has been gathered to date and 
verified ac fully a3 possible. 

It will be recalled that the Oonmittee on Kaahruth was established 
as a fact-finding body. The members have confined their activity to thi3 pur
pooe. 

Thoro in still much information to be collected. Tho problems 
involved in Kashruth administration are deep-seated and complex. Before they 
can be diocucsod intelligently, therefore, it is essential that there be a 
clear undcrntaading of the basic facts concerning the administrative syotcm 
now operating, and the manner in which it functionG. This report is intended 
to be the first step in that direction. 

A. WHOLESALE ME!TS 

1. Wha.t are the sourc9s of koshor_ meat? 

a. Swift & Co (about 50% of total) 
b. Kreinberg & Kracny 
c. Long Drecned Beef Co 
d. Teufel Bros 
e. Koblenzer Bros 
f. Lake Erie Provision Co 
g. Siegel Provision Co 
h. Ohio Provision Co 
i. Osher Bros Co 
j. Fromson & Davis Co (Standard Beef Co) 

2. Who is in charge of Kashruth ~dministration? 

a. The Rabbi appointed by ea.ch company in responsiblo for maintaining 
Kashruth there. Whore there is no Rabbi, a Schochet is employed for 
this purpose. Thece persons arc: 

b. Swift & Co - Rabbi Philip Rosenberg, Rabbi Emanuel Eckstein, and 
Rabbi Shapiro. Schochtim: Me:rnrs Aaron, Kaminsky, Roth and Rosenblum. 

c. Teufel Bros -- Schochtim: Messrs Gershuny and Amsterdam. 

d. Koblenzer Bros & Ohio Provision Co -- Schochot: Rev. Dubov. 

e. Lake Erie Pro vi siou Co and Long Dressed Beef Co - Rabbi S Kramer, 
Schochtim: Messrs Reicher and Schiff. (Siegel Provision Co uses 
Long Dressed Beef Co slau~htcring facilities.) 

f. Kreinberg & Krasny - Rabbi Jacob Berger. Schochtim: Messrs Resnick, 
Zisl-:in, Kumin, Kubin. (Osher :Bros Co uses K & K facilities.) 

g. Standard Beef Co - Schochti1: Messrs Davidowitz and Berger. 
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3. Who aDpointa the Schochtim? 

a. :Before the Rabbis wore employed, the Schochtim were hired directly 
by the Companies. They are now appointecl by the Rabbi at each 
Company. 

4. Where do the Rabbis and Schochtim get their authority? 

a. This is an individual businei:;s nrrangcme:..1t between the company and 
Rabbi or Schochet. The Schochtim are cupposed to go through a 
period of opecial instruction for t l1eir work. 

5. What guarantee is thcrc~t__ ti.1Q __ ~at sold by the wholcoalc colill)an.V 
as kosher really is koche.r? 

a. This depends upon the integrity of the Rabbi i :a charge and his 
Schochtim. The Rabbi or Sc~1ochet in supposed to see every piece 
nlaughterod. The Schochet malres a special cut in the animal at 
the time of slaughtering to denote that it was killed in accordance 
with Orthodox ritual and that it is Y..osnor. Ho then place3 a stamp 
on the meat (both a stamp and plumb ar e used at Swift & Company) to 
mark it for the retail butcher and consumer ao kosher. Th~ stamp 
and plumbs are supposed to be retained by t1e Schochet when not in 
use. 

There is a state law which makes illegal tho misrepresentation of 
non-kosher meat as kosher. 

6. How are the Rabbis and Schochtim paid? 

Tho compenaatiou of the Rabbi a.~d Schochtim is a private buainess 
arrangement with the company. Swift and Company pays a weekly 
salary. Others are reported to pey a standard piece work rate. 

7. How many Schochtim are employed in this work? 

Th£re arc about 15. 

8 • .Aro tno Schochtim organized? 

They had a union somo time ago, but this is no longer active. 

l3. RETA.IL MEATS 

1. On what basi3 do retail merchants seloct wholesale do~lat2? 

This is an individual business arrangement. 

2. What .';U.8.rantee is there that the meat sold to t.q.e consumer as kosher 
really is kosher? 

The stamp at the time the meat is dres~cd by the wholesale company, 
and the regular visits to meat shops by three inspectors (moshgiachs) 
in the guarantee that the meat is kosher. 
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The inspectors arc appointed by Rabbi Jacob Berger, vrho we.a selected 
by the governor of the state at tho time of the N.R.A. to supcrvioe 
the Kashruth in Cleveland, a.nc uho has retained this position through 
employment by the retail koaher butchers asaociation. It is reported 
that each is supposed to cover a special territory, visiting every 
shop in that area three timos a week. Those districts are: (a) East 
105th Street - Superior - St Clair; (b) Superior Through and Heights; 
( c) Kinsman. 

Each quarter of meat is stamped at least six tirms so that there ffl8¥ 
be no excuse by the retail butcnor3 that the lack of a stamp is due 
to tho fa.ct that this portion has been sold. 

Dangers lie in the fact that tho butcher may pureh8.se both kosher and 
and non-kosher moat from the same company. In the last analyai s, tho 
integrity of the Rabbis, Schochtim, i :i:lspcctors, arid butchers must be 
the assurance of the housewives. 

3. How many ko3her meat markets are there in Cleveland? 
' 

T~ere are about 75 such shops. About 25 of them a.re along East 
105th Street bctrreen Superior and St Clair, 20 in the Kinsman-Mt 
Pleasant diotrict, 14 in the Superior Through area, and the others 
scattered. 

4. Is there any organization among the retail butchers? 

There is the Independent Kosher Meat D~alers I Association which 
is said to includo all but five proprietors of kosher meat shops. 
The Aosociation attempts to maintain standard prices and hours, 
and peys tho inspectors to ne e that Kazhruth is maintained in the 
meat ohops. 

Ti7enty-eight of the merchants belong to a welfare society which 
is largely social in character. 

There is a.l.20 a union whi~h includes employees at the retail stores. 
In existence about three years it atterepts to maintain uniform 
standards of employment, r egulating hours, wages and other factors. 
Among the latter is the rule that ,1ives are not permitted to assist 
their husbands, and failure to comply someti me s results in picketing. 

5. What is the average annual cons:wm?tion of kosher moats in the city? 

Approximate slaU#;htcr: 
300 cattle per week -
?00 calves per week --
500 lambs por week --

200 lbs oach 
40 lbn each 
15 lbs each 

60,000 lbs per week 
28,000 lbs per woek 
7,§00 lbs per week 

95,500 lbs per week 
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PROBLEMS 

The chief question from the community standpoint io r,,hethcr the 
moat sold a~ kosher really is kosher. In the past ther~ have been 
disa6Teoment3 concorniag this omong local Rabbis. Despite the saf0-
guards ment ionE)d above, housewives use as ti.ulir i"'U.8.rantee of Kash
ruth the integrity of the r~tail butcher. Tho so who ,,-,ant to bt} 
absolutely sure that the m0at reclly i~ koshor oeloct their butcher 
with care. 

:Bound up y;ith the roliJ iouc quoation arc economic ones, and this 
intcrmixturo resultn in diff i cult ~omplicatior.1s. The retail but
chers association pays insfoctoro to soo that their members maintain 
Kashruth. The association also a.ttm:npto to ma.L1tain standard priceo, 
and the intf)rmingling of the t rm problems sometimes leads to consid
erable confunion. 

The attempt to enforce uniform conditions of employment has ro3ul ted 
in conflict, and has come to public attention through a recont trial 
for bombing and alloged blackinail. In ancthor recent trial, a mem
ber of the police department vandal squad testified that they have 
had great difficulty during the pa.st few years due to stench bombi ngs 
and \7indow nma.shing of Je,7ish butcher shops. 

A. further :problem ia the harmful publicity r;hich accompanie~ tho dis
puten in Kashruth administration, to the detriment of the entire 
J eYii sh nommun i ty. 



Jewish Ootmnlllity Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT 

Tuesday, October 6, 1936, 4:00 p.m., at the Federation Office 

1. Attendance 

There were present: Milton iltschul, Chairman; George W 
Furth, Judge DR Hertz, Adolph Keller, Raymond D Metzner, Jack Rosenthal, 
and Max Simon. Unable to attend: IF Freiberger, Sam Gross, Jey Igluuer, 
I R Morris, and Rabbi .A. H Silver. 

2. The Problem 

Mr iltschul reviewed the problem with which the Committee 
was concerned, and the ba.ckgro'Wld of the Council's interest in it. The dif
ficulty experienced by Jewish youth in finding enployment because of anti
Semitic discrimination was well lmown to this conmunity and others, and 
when the Council was being formd the situation had been mentioned frequent
ly as one to which such a body should give serious attention. The problem 
came to the Council concretely when a letter was received by the Federation 
from one of the local colleges, seeking assistance in placing its Jewish 
graduates because of the discrimination against these persons by both 
Jeuish and non-Jewish employers. 

The Council at its last meeting, therefore, had authorized 
the aJ>pointment of this Comnittee to stud,y the problem and take such action 
as it might deem necessary and ~Qpropriate. Since that time, other reports 
had been received from the placement directors of local colle6es likewise 
commenting on the extent of the anti-Semitic discrimination they had met in 
trying to place their graduates, particularly among Jewish employ~rs. 

In the discussion of the m~tter, there was full agreemeat 
that the problem was a most serious one, n.nd that its importance should not 
be underestimated. It was recognized that beyond the harm done to the moralo 
of the individuals who uere rejected repeatedly because of their being 
Jewish, there was the larger problem confronting the e:;.1tire Jewish com::'1111ity 
in the fact that this frustration led to bitterness against both Jewry and 
the present social order, and caused these persons to turn to Cormrru.nism and 
other 1isms for salvation. 

3. Procedure 

Information had been obtained from a similar Cormnittee in 
Chicago, which had been working on the problem for sev9ral yea.rs, :x1d their 
method ~"'ld approach was reviewed. The Chicago Conmi ttee had co~1tc:.cted the 
e1Tq)loyment agencies to learn specifically which employers o.nd a.6e~1cie s were 
practicinb such discrimination; small Comraittees had met with these ex
ecutives to diccuss the mutter with them quietly and to persuade them of the 
importa.i"1ce of discontinuing this policy; the community had b3~n instructed 
to bring all complaints to the Committee, so that there would be no in
depeadeut, misdirected effort; the Cammi ttee had nid~d i:1 destroyi~16 false 
rumors of discriminatio~1;. a11d hoo give:a ad.vice to prospective Jei1ish 
n.pplicn.nts concerning the twoido.~Le of thos ·-1 types of behavior to which 
employers and employment .:1.ge:1cies hud said they objected. 

It was raco~1ized in the discussion that diffarent met~1ods 
would have to be used in den.l.L1g ~•,i th J ~\7i sh and nc.,n-Jewi sh employers aad 
rvi th ea.ch indi vidun.l aqploy-ar • thn.t the co ~1ference with each executive 
should be made by smn.11 Cor.imittees, a:.1d that the approach ,1ould have to be 
a tactful one. In essc.."1ce , the process ·.,ould be ru.1 ed.ucational one. 
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There \'ias some discussion concerning the nature of the 
publicity to be gi V:3l1 the matt ·H', a"-id the conser .. sus of opinion f Cl.vorad 
co :,.1fining this to chaaaels v;hich would reach the Je..-;ish cornn1111-iity, 
preferubly through the affiliatad groups of the Cotnunity Cou.~cil, and 
th:).t the approo.ch to the non-Je-. is •;:ould be on o.n individual basis. 

Before :my action could be Ui.1dertn.ken specific i:1forr:1:1.tion 
vrould be required. Mr Furth su~ga stad that this mi~-it be obtr.dned oore 
e:.1sily by a non-Jer,, nnd believed that p8rhaps Miss Mildred Chadsey 
coulc. secure r:ru.ch of it co.suo.lly in the course cf a general survey Ywhich 
she was plan11L1g to cake. No atteript was on.de n.t this neeting to determine 
n definite pla..~ of action, this being left until the next sessioi1, when the 
neubers would hn.ve ho.d an opporttu1i ty to give further consid9rat io~1 to 
the mc,tter, and ,1hen a greo.ter atte~1dance •·:n.s expected. It ·,·t"as ~~eed 
that if possible the Secretnry ru1d Chairr.ic.a r.tl.ght obtai:a such inforr.w.tion 
prior to the next oeeting fron the employrne11t counselors viho ~r?-ady hoo 
cor.lr:iented on the problem. 

4. Ho other business corning before the Coar.'li ttee, the I!leeting was 
adjourned. 

Respectfully subnitt ed, 

(signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 



Minutes of a Meeting of the 
EXECUTIVE OOMMITm OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, October 6, 1936, 8:30 p.c., at the Euclid Avenue Teaple 

1. Attendance 

There were present: Mooe Sicion, Choircan; Edward M »aker. Philip 
~ernstein, Rabbi .Arcond E Cohen, Jeroce N Curtis, George W Furth, Mrs 
Siegciund Herzog, George E Kath, Rabbi Hugo nein, .Abrahao Xollin, Mrs 
Benjamin Levine, IR Morri3, .lo.ron Resnick, Oscar Steiner, Sidney N Weitz, 
and .Albert A. Woldman. 

2. Minutes 

Copies having been mailed to all cecbers, the reading of the min
utes was dispensed with. 

3. Treasurer 1 s Report 

It was reported that 83 orga:.1izations had paid a total of $351 
in dues, in response to two nailed billings. There renained to be collected 
a suo of $111 from 34 groups. .A. few telephone calls already had brought 
pror.:rpt re~ittances froc such organizations, and it was expected that such 
contacts would re:rul t in pcyoents fron the others. 

4. Connittee on Schools and Colleges 

Mrs Benjanin Levine reported that in accordance ui th the instruc
tion of the Executive Cor:nittee and Council, the Schools Cocnittee had taken 
the folloning steps: (1) had wittan to the superintendents of the schools 
and local colleges, reoinding then of the dates of the Je'71sh holidays and 
of their agree~ent to avoid exa:Jinations and other ir.tportant work on these 
occasions; (2) had sent letters to the Rabbis of the various congregations, 
asking then to inform the parents and children affiliated with their respec
tive synagogues and religious schools of the action of the CoCll!littee, and 
to iopress upon then the necessity of their cooperation; (3) had m-itten to 
the presidents of the college fraternities and sororities, inforoing theo 
of the response received froo the doa.ns, and asking the cooperation of their 
membership. 

Mrs Levine stated that th~ school authorities had replied very 
favorably, and read two such letters. She also described a recent incident 
in which the CoJ:10i ttee had contacted the principal of one of the junior 
high schools, and had explained to hi.: the icportance of the holid~s, after 
learning that he had planned to send a letter to Jewish parents regarding 
the absence of their children. The Cor:nittee 1 s action had confinJed the 
reaction already received by hin, and the letter wo.s not sent. He also 
stated that he would consult tAe CocrJittee should ainilo.r problecs arise in 
the future. 

Upon motion l!lflde, duly seconded, and carried, the report was 
accepted. 

5 . .Oomittee on Kashruth 

Mr Steiner distributed copies of the prelioinary report prepared 
by his comittee, outlining the canner in which Ko.shruth was being a.dainis
tered and S"Upervised with regard to both wholesale and retail meats, and 
setting forth sor.10 of the current problens which were involved. 

In the prolonged discussion of the report, it was clear that the 
subject was extrenely cor.1plicated C\.i.'ld that r.ruoh additional inforr.18.tion was 
required. This was essential before any action could be contemplated, it 
was a.o"Teed, o.nd the Coaoi ttee wo.s instructed to continue its fact-finding 
activity. 

Upon cotion mde, duly seconded, and carried, the report was 
accepted. 



6. Anti-Sepi tic Discrir.dnn.tiou in Enployraent 

Mr Furth reported that the Committee which had been appointed to 
ctudy and take appropriate action in the problem of anti-Semitic discrimina
tion by both Jewish and non-Jewish employers, had discussed the problem at 
aome length and were in accord that it required positive constructive action. 
It was clear that the problem was a most serious one, not only to the indi
viduals directly affected, but to the entire Jewish community - the frus
tration of Jewish youth had far r0aching social and ~conomic significance. 

As a first stop, considerable information had been secured from 
a similar Committee in Chicago which has bee11 working on the problem for 
several years, in order to let,rn what methods they had. found successful in 
dealing with the situation. A second step was now being undertaken, in 
obtaining ~ecifio information concerniHg et1ployers who practiced such dis
crimination. 

7. Miscellane2us Solicitations 

Rabbi Cohen, ChairI:JB.n of the CoI!lI:littec on Miscellaneous Solicita
tions, reported that this Cot1I'!littec had considered two major probleos: 
naxooly, the prevention of solici tn.tion by ir.'lpostors, and the necessity of 
a more reasonable basis for s1.~port of the European o.nd Pa.lo atinian insti
tutions which now obtained contributions through the efforts of traveling 
nolici tors. 

k.1 invostigation had been :c:ia.de of the r.ia.nncr in which other cities 
had attempted to oeet these probler:1s, and it was found that a mlmber of them 
had done this through the establishr.1ent of special fu:i.ds allocated from their 
Jewish Welfare Funds. In each city a lunp sun was placed under the direction 
of a sr:1all committee which wo.s familiar with the service and value of the 
inatitutions. All such traveling solicitors were sent by the cor.r.runity to 
this Cor.i:tlttee, which rJa.de allocations from the general fund and transoitted 
the r.ioney directly to the institutions. In this wey, the conr.ronity was spared 
the multitude of oolicitntions, ir.ipostors were apprehended, and the support of 
worthy institutions wo.s placed on the basis of service rendered. In tine, • 
many agencies had foUt.~d it unnecessary to send solicitors to the city. Infor
mation had been secured from ten cities which had such a syston, and the 
reports received indicated high satisfaction with it. The CoI!lI!littee believed, 
therefore, that a sioilar plan should be inaUuc-urated in Clevelnnd. 

In the discussion of the report, it was agreed that the proposal 
was a wise and constructive one, It was pointed out by Mr Resnick that the 
success of the pl~"1 would depend to a larg~ extent upon thi fairness of the 
Coccittee making these allocations, in not restricting their grants to the 
agencies which expressed their particular philosophies. It was clear that 
the Cor:r,1i ttee would of necessity have to bo a broad-minded one, and 1 t \188 
expectod that allocations would be r..ade without narrow di scrioination. 

Upon ~otion ~ado by Mr Buker, duly second~d, and carried, it was 
decided that tho Executive Cor.imi ttee should request the Jewish Welfare Fund 
to consider the advisability of establishing in 1937 a special fund to pro
vido for the needs of worthy Europoan and Palestinian institutions now con
ducting L1dependent solicitations in the city, adninistered in a r.18ll?ler 
sinilar to that in other citios which had establishod such funds. In view 
of tha need for more detailed inforr.1a.t ion, it was agreed further that the 
amount of such a fund should bo doteroined by the Welfare Fund on the basis 
of a more complete investigation. 

8. Cog;runi ty Calengar, 

The Secretary reported that tho Coununi ty Ca.l~ndar was receiving 
wider recogui tion at:JOng the cenber organizo.tiona, and that a larger nur.iber 
of them. \1ere utilizing it to avoid duplication in ootting dates for their 
events. As a result, t!l8.nY conflicts ware beiur, avoided. 
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9. Federation of Jewi.Q.h Wopen!..LOrgo.nizo.tions 

A letter had been received froo the Federation of Jewish Wonen 1 s 
Organizatio~s, requeGtinG that the Council appoint a Connittee to r.:ieet with 
one of the Federation's Co~Jlittees, for the purpose of studying jointly the 
Fede~ation 1s function ~id service, to deterni~e ~hether there was rm.y dupli
cation of the work or purpose of the Federation with that of other coordin
ating bodies and the po3sible necessity of close integration with the 
Council. While there was 3ooe comoent concerning the dangors of any conte~
plated segmentation of the Council, it wns agreed that such a study Cocraittee 
should be appointed to assist the Federation in its ana,lysis, and upon rntion 
made, duly seconded, ond carried, this t1as authorized. 

10. Jewish Radio Hour 

A requeot had come fron a oub-Cor.lr~ittee of the Extension Cotltlittee 
of the Bureau of Jewi:;h Education, for the o.pr>ointoent of a sicllar Cornoi t
tee by the Council to assist in developing plnn3 for a Jewish radio hour 
over local broadcasting stations. In the discussio1i of the catter, the pro
ject r~1et ,.-,i th considerable favorable cor.u:ient, but it was a.greed that the 
r.ia.tter should be acted upon first by the Board of Directors of the Bureau 
before being brought to the Council, and that as a ~eneral policy the Council 
should not take action on the requects of Comittees of various organizations 
without the requests first havins been acted upon by the boards of directors 
of these agencieo. The Secretory was directed to inform the :Bureau oub-
CoI?J:11 ttee of thia policy. 

With reference to this subject, Mr Woldria.n o.nnouncod that the 
:B 1nai B1rith was concerning itself with the entire problen of Jewi~h adult 
education including the radio and other P.ledia. .A. conference was being 
called for Monday noon, October 12, to discuos the rmtter, n.nd the Cor.ir:ru.nity 
Council was requested to send a representative to this meeting. 

11. CoOL-:runiti Council Meeting 

The next r:ieeting of the Jerii sh CoIIlI!IWli ty Co1mcil was aet for Mon
dey evening, October 19, 

12. Due to the lateno3s of the hour, the ~eeting was adjourned. 

Respoctfully sub~itted, 

(Signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretory. 



.J, .. 

\- --------. 



Officers 

Preaident 
Ma:a Simon 

Firat Vice-PrHident 
Edward M. Baker 

Second Vice-President 
Edward J. Schweid 

Third Vice-Preaident 
Mrs. Benjamin Levine 

Treaaurer 
Jacob Wolpaw 

Secretary 
Philip Bernstein 

Executive 
Committee 

Meyer Atkin 
Dr. Samuel Braun 
Rabbi B. R. Brickner 
Rabbi Armand E . Cohen 
Jerome N . Curti• 
L. Mack Fein 
hadore Fine•ilver 
Mr1. Julius Fryer 
Geor1e W. Furth 
Rabbi David Genuth 
Mn. Sol Gitaon 
Mn. David Glasser 
Mr1. Sie1mund Herzo1 
Geor1e E . Kath 
Mr1. B . J. Klein 
Rabbi Hu10 Klein 
Abraham Kollin 
Ben Labowitch 
I. R . Morrie 
Rabbi brae! Porath 
Aaron Remick 
Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Mn. Harry Simon 
Oec:ar H . Steiner 
Meyer Weintraub 
Sidney N . Weiu 
Mr,. Victor L. Wiee 
Albert A. Woldman 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 ,. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerry 8176 

TO THE REPRESEUTATIVES: 

Tho Jc·.~i nh Community Council will moet Monda¥ 
evening, October 19th, 8~15 p.m. at the A.noel Road Temple 
(Ansel Road entrance). 

The meeting is the first of the seaGon and will 
be a very important one. Since the last session a number 
of important matters have come up which will require the 
Council's acrious attention. In o.d.dition, all the Com
mittees have been active, and the reporto of their work 
will require the Council 1o consideration. These include 
the Executive Committoo, and the Conmittccs on Schools 
and Collcgos; Fictitious Jewish I ssues in Political Cam
paigns; Xaahruth; Unfair Discrimination in Employment; 
and Miscellaneous Solicitationo. 

Obviously, a full attendance iG esoential at 
thin meoting. I hope, therefore, that you will mako a 
point of being present. 

Octobor 7, 1936. 

Sincerely youra, 

~~ 
Max Simon 
President. 



JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNC~L 

Minutes of a Meeting Held Monday. October 19. 1936, 8;30 p,m,. at The Te~ 

1. Minutes 

Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the minutes 
of the previouo meeting was dispensed with. 

2. ~reasurer•s Report 

Jacob Wolpaw, treasurer, reported that to date a total of $351.00 had 
been received from 83 organizations; expenditures had totalled $59.48, leaving 
a cash balance of $291.52. Tho sum of $111 remained to be collected, and a few 
poroonal contacto had indicated that much of this would be secured readily, Mr 
Wolpaw said. 

3. Schools and Colleges 

• Rabbi Barnett R Brickner, Chairman of the Schools Conmittee, reported 
that the Committee recently had: (1) written to tho superintendents a.ad deano 
of the local schools and colleges, reminding them of the dateo of the Jewish 
holidays and of their agreement to avoid important work on those days; (2) sent 
lettero to the Rabbis of the various congregations, asking them to secure the 
as:listance of the parents and children; (3) communicated with the presidents of 
the college fraternitie3 and ~ororities, informing them of the Conmittce's con
tact with the deano, and asking the cooperation of their membership. 

Again, very favorable replies had been received from the school offi
cials, assuring the Council of their willingness to permit Jewinh students to 
bo absent on those dayo without any penalty. Rabbi Brickner explained the Com
titttee I s work in contacting principals and teachers whenever any problcm:3 aroso 
involving specifically Jewish matters, helping them to meet them intelligently. 

4. Discrimination in Employment 

The problem of anti-Semitism in Employment wa3 discuosed by Milton 
Altochul, Chairman of the Corrmittee which had been appointed to analyze the 
situation and to take such action as it might deem appropriate. Mr Alt:.1chul 
reported that tho Comnittee, which included Ja::, Iglauer, Sam Grosa, IF Freiber
ger, Adolph Keller, E J Meisel, Rabbi AH Silver, Judge DR Hertz, Gaorge Furth, 
R~nd D Metznor, and IR Morria, had gathered considerable information from a 
similar committee in Chicago which had been working on the same problem for sev
eral years, and thus had the benefit of their cxporienca with regard to succoso
ful methods. It was recognized that the problem existed among both Jewish and 
non-Jewish employers, and would have to be attacked among both groups. 

The situation wao a very serious one, both to the individuals unablo 
to obtain joba becauce of thia discrimination, and to the entire Jewish com
munity as a reoult of the bitternecs toward their Jewishness and the 3ocial 
order, cau3ed by their disheartening experience. The Coillilittee had resolved 
to devi3e a constructive program of action which would holp to break down this 
discrimination, and was obtaining concrete information concerning specific 
employero who practic~d such diacrimination, as a firot step in this program. 

M8t!lbers of the Council wore asked to bring such information to the 
Committee. They were also asked to make clear to the members of their organ
izations and their individual asoociat~s, the importance of eliminating such 
discrimination. 

5. Fictitiouc Politica.l. Issues 

Rabbi A H Silver, Cho.irman of the Cot1rni ttee on Fictitious "Jewish 
Issues" in Poli ti cal Campaign::1, revienod the Council' a previous action 111 going 
on record deploring the injection of such issueo into political campai6ns and 
discrediting the myth of a "Jewish vote". He recalled that the Oomr.iittoe had 
been appointed to dcvioe methodo of prevent·1n(~ such "issues", and that . its 
recor.1rJendations had been adopted nt a ooetin6 noveral nontho ago. 
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During the current car.lpai :.:;-.i, the Comnittee had met with two Jeviinh 

lcader3 who were touring tho countrr, to dincus::; with them the falnc charge3 

of anti-Seoitisn in the presidcntiru. canpai t.,11, thi::; meeting having been tran3-

fcrred from private aunpicen to the Executive Cor::ir.1ittee of the Council, i:n 

::1essio:1 with the political Cor.r[.1itteo. Aa o. re3ult of thin r.:ieeting, the Con

mittcc had ~reed that both m~jnr ca.nc.ido.tos were free from anti-Semitism, and 

the issuru1ce of a public otatencnt to this cff8ct was left to the discretion 

of the Cor.imittee, depending upoH t'he extent to which fnl::;c rur:lOrs had spread 

in this city. A house to hou::;e cni1vn.3s in the la.re;eat Jewish neighborhood had 

revealed that such rur.x>rc were not v:ides·pread in Cleveln:-J.d. 

The Cor.r.iittee also had been in co~tact with political leaders to keep 

"Jewish isGues 11 out of the compv.ign, o.nd had secured their cooperation L.1 pre

ve~1ti:;1g ::;uch ismios. 

It had been reported in the Plain Dealer on that oornini:; (October 19) 

however, that a neeting of leaders of Jcwioh org~1izn.tions had been hold on 

tho previous evening to obtain the 11Jewish vote 11 for one of the caadidates for 

governor. The Comr.iittee had pro~tly i3sued a public state□ent to the daily 

newcpaper" pointing out that there was no nuch thL1G an a 11Jcwich vote", that 

Jews voted a.3 iadividual .An3rican citizens, and tan.t there was no Jmrlsh iosue 

in the current cenpaign. 

Two of the persons who had been preoont at the r.1oeting in question,. 

Henry Rocker and Leon Wienonfeld, explai~ed to tho Cou;.1cil that the newspaper 

report had been di started bn.clly, and that there had bce~1 no intent ion to con

trol any 11Jm·ii::;h vote". Mr Rocker pointed out that his rer.iarks at the meting 

had duplicated those of the Co:::1nitte9 1 s statcoont, caking it clear to all those 

in attendance that there wa3 no 11 JeHir.h vote", that no individual controlled 

the votes of the Jewish people, and that there were no Jov,ich issue3 in the 

campai~1. Max Kohrn&-i, who nl:rn hnd attended tho rneti1g, likewise expreoscd 
11 anazeI!lent II with the newspaper's interpretation. They believed, therefore, 

that the Council I s ::;tatenent had bee::.1 issued too hastily, without consul ting 

adequately those who had attended. 

In the discusoion of the situatioj1, it v1as pointed out that dc::;pite 

the understanding of those attending, the inprossion gained by the hundreds of 

thouso.nda who read the nevrnpo.per account had made it necessary to ianue a state

nent correcting the reculting belief concer:i1L16 a 11Jev1ish vote". It was like

wise explained that in order to be effective, the statement had to be issued 

ir:nediately. It was recognized, too, that any meeting of leaders of Jewish 

organizations lended itself readily to such misinterpretation, regardless of 

tho intention of thone participating, and that the donger of thio to Jer;s wac 

greater th~1 that to other minority groups. 

It was therefore moved, duly secondod, n.nd unanir.10usly carried that 

the action of the Comittee on Political Issues be approved. 

Upon ootion nade, duly ::;econded, and carried, the Coor.runity Council 

accepted and recorded Mr Rocker's run Mr Wiosenfcld1 s explo.nation that they 

had no intention of controlling a;1y 11Jewich iote 11 , n..11.d thn.t Mr Rocker had in 

fact nude this clear to the asso□bly in the ~one terns as the Conr.lunity Council 

statenent. 

A r.iotion nade and duly seconded that the Coi'T.littoe, with the addi

tion of Mr Rocker ani Mr Wicsenfeld, issue a sta.ter.10nt pointi:i1g out the 

inaccuracy of the newspaper accou...~t, uas ta.bled. It was suggested that this 

might be done individually by those \'!ho participated. 

It was suggcoted by Edward Schweid to the Coonittce that they con

sider the advisability of contnctin5 the loaderc of the political parties, in 

order to prevent tho fornation of J er;i sh political Cor.::li ttoco in the future. 

It wac his belief that not only woulcl tl in be helpful t0 the Jewish conr.-:unity, 

but that it v1ould be r,elco:'.led by the political partio s themsol vea. 
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6. Mi scellaneoua Solici tg.tions 

It was reported by Rabbi AnYto:d E Cohen that the Cornr.ii ttee of which 

he was Chairnan had been appointed by tho Executive Cor.inittee to concern itself 

with the dual problcn of elir:i.innti,.1t•!. i!:'4)ostor3 who co..TJe into the cit.y neying 

they represented European n.:ld Pr.J.c nti:1in.n i nati tutiono, and wore ~ecuring I!loney 

under false pretense3; and to c:.ote rmi!1c a. :.1ethod of assuring adequate nupport 

for these aeencies which were rendering a real service. 

A survey of other cities ho.d revealed that they had been acconplishing 

this catisfactorily through a specio.l fund oatnblished by the Jevdsh ,,.Wiifare 

Fund. This was administered by a c,-,,;: .-.ittec in each city, which oet/flio \mlici

tors ,-,hen they car1e to the city a:i1ll :;r~:1ted their i:isti tut ions nnounts fro1:i tho 

specicl fund, which were :;;ent clirectl;.r to the ins ti t11tio!1s. In this v,ay solici

tations had been practically ended, n.:1<~- in many ca3en the solicitors no longer 

came to the city. 

The Executive Cor.ni ttec o.t its last r:icetin6 had accepted the reconncn

dation of the Cor.lr.li ttee that a 3i1:rl.lar arrangenont should be cntablished in 

Cleveland, and had suggested to the Jewish Welfare Fund that it consider tho 

advisability of settL1g up such a fund. Thin had been accepted by the ~!elfarc 

Fund, and a special Cor.nittee had been authorized by it for this purpose. 

7. Kashruth 

Isadore Finesil ver, reportL1g for the Cor.u:ii ttee on Kashruth, stated 

that the Cor.nitteo had been maldng a factual survey of the subj ect, and had 

issued a preliminary otateoent to the Executive Cor.unittce. It had been follow

ing closely recent developments, a11d while it had eathered conoiderable inforI!la

tion, it ,1as not ready to oake any final r eco r:r .mndations to the Cou..'1cil at this 

tir.1e. Definite progress had been nado by tho Conuitte e in its inquiry, honever, 

and a noro detailed report would bo ::iade at the next Council neeting, he said. 

8. Public Relations 

It was announced that the Officers of the CoUJ:1cil had been conduct

ing a nurJber of varied public relations activities. A.":'long these were negotia

tions with the WPA authorities to have thc::i perr.ut Jewish enployee::; to nake up 

the ti!:i.e lost through observance of the Jev1ish Holy Deys; this . ,ms still i :.1 

proceGs. The Council had &u.ccecded in having 3UCh observance peroitted by one 

of the local public utilities, ru1d had atter.-:ipted to work this out with sone 

private enployers. All this had been do~1e in response to npecific requests or 

conplaints by eoployees. 

The Council had also been requested to a.s~ist a snall Orthodox Syna

gogue which was being evicted froo its building , and had nuccceded in oaking 

a natisfactory arrange□ent. 

9. Jewi3h Education Foruo 

It was announced that a cor.ir.mnity noeting would be held on SUl1day 

afternoon, November 8, to hear the final report of the survey of Jewish Educa

tion which was virtually coapleted. Dr I] ]erknon, of New York, director of 

the Survey, would be in the city to give the report, which included aJ.l Jewinh 

educational institutions in the city, and would describe the present status 

and recoor.iend npecific ioproveoents in local JeTiish education. Reprecentatives 

were urged to secure a full n.ttondnace by the ncr.1bers of their re spec ti ve organ

izations. 

10. No further busino~s cor:1int~ before tho r:10 eting, it was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(SiE;ncd) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

TO THE REPRESElrr.lT IVES: 

Enclosed is a copy of the minutea of the meeting held 
la.ct Monda¥ evE1ning. As you lmow, it was a full and very impor
tant se33ion, and the action taken is of direct concorn to your 
organization. Since the Counc11 1s only contact with your group 
mu:t be through you as rcpresontative, we must depend upon you 
to carry thi3 information to your organization, and trust that 
you will do this at an early date. 

In a.d.dition to the important work of the Oomnitteea on 
Fictitious IssU€ls in Political Campaigns, Di3crimination in 
Employment, Schools and Collegeo, and on Miscellaneous Solici
tationn, you will note the announcement that a Forum on JoEish 
lducation will bo held Sunda,Y afternoon, Nov~mber 8, 2:30 p.m. 
at th€ Tomplo on the Heights. Dr I B Borkson of New York, who 
has just completed tho study of all Jewish educational inotitu
tion3 in Cleveland, will pr~oent to the Jowish comnunity hio 
finding3 concorning the cffectivoness of thiG work. and his 
recommendations for its improvement. 

The Jewish education of our childrAn is of courso a 
matter of vital concorn to all of us, and one in which the entir~ 
Jewish community is interested. Will you thereforo ploase urgr, 
tho members of your organization, and your fri~nda individually, 
to attend this ioooting. 

October 23, 1936. 

Sincerely yours, 

~L 
Max Simon, 
Preoident. 



Jewish Comunity Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
COMl.:ITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT 

Mond.q, November 9, 1936, 12:15 p.m., at the Chamber of Conmerce 

1 . .4.t~endance 

There were preseat: Milton P. iltschul, Chairman; Judge DR Hertz, 
Jay Iglauer, Adolph Keller, Jack Rosenthal, and Rabbi A H Silver. 

The Chairman reviewed briefly the discussion of the previous meet
ing of the Committee, pointing to t11e ~O"J'eeraent that the problem of discrim
ination in employment was a most serious one, that a carefully developed 
program would be necessary to conbat it, and that the exporionce of a similar 
Cor.imi ttee in Chicago provided uuch valuable info1T.1ation as a basis for such 
a program. Tho Oomittoo had agrood at that tine to dofor decision concern
ing the plan of procc,dure until this oaoting. 

3. Investigation 

In the meanti~o, the Chairman and Secretary had not with the 
Placement Diroctor of one of the local business schools, and had discussed 
with her the oxperionce of tho ~~ncy in placing Jewish graduates. Sha had 
reported that disoriuination had boon a serious problen to the school over 
a period of yea.rs, and had prevented then fron placing somo of their best 
students. A nUC1ber of concroto instances wero citod of coopanios which had 
apoc1fica.1ly ata.tod that no Jewish applicants would be considered, and thoso 
were reviawod by tho CoCD:littoo. 

In order to savo tho applicants enbarrass□ent, the school had made 
a pra.ctioe of inquiring whother the prospcctivo eoployer had any roligious 
projudico. It had bean oxplainod to her that this oight havo put the thought 
in the mind of the eoployer • and that failure to raise this question night 
provent soO.l of the d.isori~ination. She had agreed therefore to elininato 
this practioe. 

4. Plan of .lctiop 

Several courses of action were discussed as possible procedures. 
It was S'\J&gostod that aoa.11 sub-OoIIDi ttoea meet with individual large ec
ployers, to discuss with thorn tactfully and perhaps in a. general wey the 
~roblo□ of disorir.1inntion, and its effect not only upon the individuals 
oonc·Jrnod but upon society because of the resulting erabittoroont with the 
existing social order caused by this frustration. This, it was believed, 
would get at tho source of tho problem. Tho ecploycient agencies might be 
of considerable help in providing information and in codifying sone of their 
own practices, but the large employer wa.s the dotonnining factor. 

As an alternative to this s~estion, it was proposed that the 
Oor.u:littoe confor with groups of large 01.1ployors, discussing tho problen and 
a.eking thom to advise tho Ooi:nittoe concernin6 it. It was thought that this 
mi{;ht a.void placing thec 1nd1 vi dually on the dafO!'!Si va • and perhaps miJht 
be even coro effective if liboral non-Je"s wero cddod to the Cor.irJittee for 
tho purpose of ~al.line such ceetings. Wit:h rogard to the latter, tho fooling 
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uas exprossod that persons so inclinod woro already doing oll that could 
be expected of then, and a oore direct approach would bo proferablo. 

It was sUt3gostod that a conforonce with the editors of the daily 
newspapers to arra.n6o for a ~eneral oditorial on tho subject, prior to ,:my 
oeotings with ooployers, night provido a oore favorable cocnunity sonti::ient 
for su.ecasaful action. The effoctivoness of this wa.s questioned, ho\1ever, 
and it was believed that the editorial night raiso the problen with sor..e 
persoas who woro not involvod in it and thus do so□o ham. 

On the other side of the question, it was recognized that coo
plaints of eoployers concerning tho behavior of Jewish enployees waa.Justi
fied in many instances, that it would bo nece ssory to conduct an educational 
pro~an to codify sooo of thoso traits. 

!afore a definite plan of action could be doteroined, the Con
cittee 1s first steps would of n0cossity be expori~~ntal, and the future 
course would have to be bo.sod ur,on the rosults obto.ined. It was aeread 
that further inforoation should be securod bofor0 tho next neoti~g concern
inc; the policies of large onployors a.:nd that porhaps a few conferencos 
eight be hold with such individuals to test tho offectivenoss of this pro
cedure. 

Respeotfully suboitted, 

(Signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary. 
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l>eo•ber ,, 19!8 

llr. llu &taon, tre11deat, 
!he Clenlaad Jewiah COIDIWllity Counoll, 
1900 iuolid An., 
Cle•elan4, Ob1o. 

·My dear r. Simona 

I u enoloeing herewith a oop7 or a 
letter whiah I reoei•ed thi1 orn1q from Babb1 
Zaabronq, la there a Ca ittee ot the Council 
working on thia eubJeatt 

All81R 
lno. 

With beat wiab .. , iD 

Ve~ aincerel oure, 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerry 8176 

To tho Exocutiyo Oopjittoc: 

Tr...e Exceutive Oon.~ittoo will noet Monday evening, 
Deeer.1b0r 14, 8:15 :p.r.1., at the Euclid Avenue Teeple ( second 
floor). 

!r..ong the iteos of business will be the election 
of a person to fill the vacan~y in the Exo~utivo Oor.nittee 
ea1.:.sed by the departure fron tl'.e city of Rabbi Nowak, con
sideration of the ~1rrrent ·:ork of the Cor'.nittees on Schools, 
Kashruth, and DisoriD!na~ion in Er.iployr.ient, the aelection of 
seven 1-ersons to be suggested to the Council for a Noninating 
Cot1r.1ittea, and other Liatters which havo arisen since o~r last 
r.1eoting. 

In view of tho fact that i.vo have a full and ir:ipcr-
tant agenda., I an enclosing a copy of the ro~ort of the 
s~ecial ~cr:nittee authorized at our last ooeting to neet 
with a Cor:ni ttoc of tho Fedoration of Jov,1 sh Wooen I s Organ
izations to aid the latter in ovalu.ating its activities and 
studying the ~ossibility of its duplication of Council func
tions. I trust that you will have an opportunity to review 
it before the oeeting, so that it will not be ne~essary to 
take tioo for roa.ding it ~nd~ eve~zig. 

Decenber 8, 193fi. 

Sincerely yours, 

'~~ 
Max Sir:on 
President. 



(Jewish Community Council) 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Monday, December 14 1 1936, 8:30 p.m., at the Euclid Ave Temple 

1. Attend&¼1ae 

There were present: Max Simon, Chairman; Meyer J.tkin, Philip Bern
stein, Dr Samuel Braun, L Mack Fein, Isadore Finesilver, Rabbi David Genuth, 
Mrs David Glasser, Mrs Siegmund Herzog, George E Kath, Abraham Kollin, Mrs 
:Benjamin Levine, Rabbi Israel Porath, Aaron Re snick, Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal, 
Edward J Schweid, Oscar H Steiner, Ueyer Weintraub, Mrs Victor L Wise, and 
Jacob Vlolpaw. 

2. Minutes 

Copies having been mailed to a.11 members, the reading of the min
utes was dispensed with. 

3. Finance 

Jacob Wolpaw, treasurer, reported that the Council had received 
from 91 organizations a total of $375 in dues. Twenty-three organizations 
still owed $81 for the current year. To date, the expense had been $129.14. 
This left a bank balance of $245.86. 

4. Schools 

Mrs Benjamin Levine reported that the Committee on S~.,hools was 
continuing as a standing Committee to deal with specific situations as they 
arose. It had been learned that as a result of the conferences which the 
Committee had held last Spring with tho su.perintcndent of the Cleveland 
lieights public schools, he had cautioned tho principals this Fall concerning 
objectionable Christmas programs. l similar conforence had been held with 
the superintendent of tho Clevola.nd schools, and he had promi sad to take the 
matter up with principals of schools with large Jewish attendance. 

Only one complaint had been received with roga.rd to the curre~t 
situation, involving Boulevard School in Clev0land Heights. Conferences 
with the suporintondent and principal had rrisul tad in the agreement to 
remove entirely the singing of Christmas carols from the classrooms, to 
schedule the rehearsals for tho prograin at tho end of tho school day, and 
to place participation on a purely voluntary basis, so that both Jowish and 
non-Jewish children who did not wish to take part could leave for home. It 
was understood that this was a compromise, inasmuch as tho program had al
ready bean a.nnounoed and an attempt to eliminate it ontiroly p1·obably would 
have resulted in considorable protest from Gentile parents, thus croating 
an undesirable public issue~ and that evory effort would be ma.de to prevent 
a recurrence of tho problem noxt year. 

It was stated by Mr Atkin that difficulty had been experienced in 
gaining admission of Jewish girls to the Jano Add.ams tra.do school. While it 
was lmown that thore were a few Jewish students in attendance, it was be
lieved that tho school was reluctant to admit many, in pa.rt because Jewish 
girls wero said to dislike ontoring the fiold of domestic arts. The Com.-
mi ttoe was askod to look into tho matter. 

5. Kashrµ.th 

Oscar H Stainer reported that since the last meeting of the Execu
tive Committee, whon a preliminary report had beon rnado, tho Kashruth Com
mittee had gathered some additional information and had met to analyze fur
thor the entire situation. 
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Ho pointed out that tho economic competition among butchers had 
lod to price cutting, a.'"ld iii some ~asos to the practice of misrepresenting 
non-kosher r:ioat as kosher. This l:a.d boon ma.de possible in part by the 
apathy of many housewives in ascertaining whethar the meat was kosher, and 
their difficulty in doing this oven where they were interested, because of 
the typos of strunps being used for the purpose. Tho private nature of the 
supervision further complicated tho problem. 

:;:n d!scuss!.ng possible co~1structive solutions, it was recognized 
that in tne pa.st, improveroont had been hindered by this consUl'!lBr apathy and 
tho reluctance of many porsons to become involved in the mattor; and by the 
contrasti:1.g active concern of those persons wr..o reeoi:vod their livelihood 
directly or indirectly from kashruth adrninistration. It was believed that 
the foundation for any effective action which might bo takon was an informed 
and interested consumer public, and that only with such support could any 
measures which ha.d boon considorod by tho Committoo in securing the coopera
tion of the packers and butchers be successful. As illustrative of the prob
lom, Mr Steiner pointod out that the Co~~ittoe had invited six Orthodox 
leaders to meot with them in order to have tho benefit of thGir information 
and advice. Only one of those porsons had appeared. 

The Committee believed that the private arbitration of kashruth 
disputes (to be disc-u.ssed la.tor in the meeting), would remove these prob
lems from tho co1Jrts and ner,spapers, and would bo constructive to the ex
tont that it would contribute to the welfare of the entire Jowish comrrro.nity. 
The basic problems in kashruth, however, would still remain. 

The report was discussed at length, and it was pointed out that 
attempts had been mado in past years to institute some form of conu:runity 
control. Various reasons were g:von for the failure of this, among them 
the fact that the provious offorts Lad not had the support of the Reform 
elements, and that difference of opii:.ion as to the use of the kashruth in
~ome had split and destroyed the governing orga:1ization. It was pointed 
out that there were nany persons who had a deep and sincoro interest in 
the problem who could be helpful to the Cozrni ttee, ~'"ld that with the assis
tance of state legislation already in effect, aud the cooperation of public 
officials and tho meat packers, it was believed a successful solution cou.ld 
be found. It was stated, however, that the responsibility for consuner 
education rested primar ly with the rabbis. 

There was agreenent that the Committoo should report on its find
ings at the next meeting of the Council, and the future course of action 
would be determined in part by the discussion at that time. 

6. Fodoration of Jewish Women's Oraa,nizationa 

A special committee, consisting of Eugene H Freedheim, chairman, 
Jerome N Curtis, and Rabbi .A.rroo!1d E Cohon, had been authorized at the last 
meeting of the Executive Conu:iittee to meat with a similar group of the 
Federation of Jo,~i sh Womon 1 s Organizations, to consider the possible dupli
cation between the two bodies, to aid the Fedoration in oval:uating its \?Ork, 
and to a.no.lyzo the advisab111 ty of a r.1orgor betweon the two agonoiee. The 
report of the joint Cora.ii t toes, racomoonding that such a r..:erger would not 
be advisable, and that tho Federation should continue to exist as an inde
pendent body with some rovisions, had been !:10.iled to all monbars of tho 
Executive Cor.nittee before the meeting. (Copy attached) The report was 
briefly discussod o.nd accopted. 

7. At:oi,tration 

The Chairman reported that one of tho inportant functions of the 
Co1U1c11 to date, and ono which had ttlko:a ouch t imo, was the arbi tra.tion 
and mediation of disputes involvL1G sr,ecifically Jewish questions. This 
had been done infomally, aud sevoral cases had been kopt out of tho public 
eourts. Jewish lawyers thenselves had takon tr.o initiative in requosting 
the Oounc11 to arbitrato these r.iattere. 



It was recognized that in ad.di tion to protocting the Jowish conrro.n-
1 ty through provonting the unfnvorablo p~blicity attendant to such disputes, 
tho arbitration would help to develop a sonee of rosponsibility among indi
viduals for the welfare, honor, and solf-rospect of tho cooouni ty. It was 
bolioved that this was one of tho r.10st inporta.nt functions which the Council 
could porforn. It ho.d boen learned that in New York forttal arbitration pro
cedure had been eotablishod and had f'unctionod successfully for a nurJbor of 
years, and that in Ohio such docroos likewise had the force of a court order. 
During tho previous week tho Council had arbitrated a dispute according to 
such lo.;;al procoduro, with Judge Sar.ruol H Sil bort, Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
~!d Abrahan Kellin sorving as arbitrators. 

It was a.groed that porr:iar~ont nachinery should be established to 
perforn this function as a continui:1t; service of the Council, and it was 
noved, duly seoondod, and carri0d that tho Exocutivo Cor.1r.1ittoe should reco :1-
mend to the Cou...-1cil the establish!.10Ht of a Cour.iittoc which would draft def
inite rules of procoduro for the arbitration of Jowish disfutos. 

8. Rabbi Goldfarb Elected 

Rabbi Harold Goldfarb was elected to nonborzhip in tho Executive 
Corrcittoe, to fill the vacancy created by the departure of Rabbi Abrahan 
Nowak fron the city. 

9. ~oginating Cor;u::11 tteo 

In accordance •.;ith tho terr.ls of the Constitution, the Executive 
Cornnittoe had the responsibility of selecting seven persons to be suggested 
to the Com1cil for election as a Noninating Ocrnni tteo. The latter would 
then designate porso!1s for the var·ious Offices and Executi vo Cor:ni ttee for 
1937. The following perso:i1s were solected: Judge D R Hertz, chairnan; 
Philmore Haber, Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal, Moyer Atkin, Julius Schueid, Mrs 
David Glasser, a~d Moyer Woi~traub. 

10. Unfavorable Public1t~ 

. .ln articlo which had appeared recently on the front pago of tho 
Cleveland Press had reportod the seizure by fedvral agonts of a still in a 
sr.iall synagogue on East 149th Street, operated by the 11rabbi n of the congre
gation. Not only had the publicity in itself boon Lan1ful, but there was 
considorablo question as to sor.o of tho facts, It was reliably roported 
that tho nan was not a rabbi, and that the nachL1ory hnd been fou:id in his 
own residence, and not in tho synagoguo. 

There was agreeoent that the newspaper editors should be requested 
to exol'oi so nore caution in the future in usin5 the terr.is "rabbi" and "syn
agogue", and after considorable discussion concerning the oo st 0ffecti ve 
approach in achieving this, the Chairr.mn was asl~d to handlo the natter, with 
the suggestion that ho conf1.3r inforr.1ally with the editors. 

It was also agreed that il.1.asr:ru.ch as the Coagregation had beon in
volved previously in bootlegging arrests, a:1d that th:!.s was a reflection u:r,011 
the Jewish c ·rnmunity, tho natt0r should be discussed v,ith them. tTpon notion 
na.do, duly seconded, and carried, tho Cha.irnan was authorized to appoint a 
OomrJittee to neot m.th the officers of tho Coneregation for this purpose. 

11. Congress ByJ,letin 

Tho Chairnon inforned tho Exocutive Cor.1ni tteo that following the 
last meeting of tho Council, soveral articles by Loon liosenfeld had appeared 
in the Jewish Daily World, soveroly criticiiing tho r,ouncil, nnd that one of 
these nrt icle s had been reprin tod in the "Congress '.Bulletin", an English 
weekly journal issued by tho Anorican Jewish Congress i:i Now York and distri
buted throughout tho country. This particular article charged that tho Clovo
la.nd IJon:ru.ni ty Co1L,cil had accor.iplishod virtually nothing in its first yeax 
of existence, that it had shackled a...--id preventod other organizations fron 
tak:!.ng appropriate action to the 0xto~1t that no co ~1forencas could be called 
or consultations held on inportant Jowish natters, th&t tho 0ouncil was wider 
the d0Cli:1ation of tho so-collod 11bott •.~ r elor..e:1ts", arni that it was in fact 
"do spo i 1 i 11g II the local Jewish conrJU.11i ty. 
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A. lett0r ho.d tho :1 appeared in tho Jewish -_)rld fror.1 Rabbi Stophon 
Wiso, prGsidc:1t of tho 'Jon~ress, thanking Mr Wiosenfeld for the article and 
pra.isiag hin for it. Mr Si::-:on had w-ri tton to Dr Wiso concar~ing his personal 
api:roval of Mr Wiosonfold I s at tack 0 ~1 the Cor.nuni ty Council, pointing out that 
tho 11 0on6ress lhillotin" in roprinti:16 tho articlo had not oven takon the 
trouble to ~onsul t the locnl lead:irs of the Congross to verify the statements 
nade. This had brou~t the reply that Dr Wi so had had no reason in the past 
for d.oubti:1i:; the int ecri ty of the writer, a.11d that if the sta.tenont s were in 
error, he desired to bo inforn0d further in the natter. 

In tho discussion of tho subjoct, it was ur6ed by Rabbi Rosenthal, 
Mr Atkin, Mrs Herzog, Mr Steiner, Mr Kath, Dr Brau.'l, Mr Kellin, and others 
that a reply should be na.d.o to Dr Wise proseutL1s the true facts in tho rnat
ter. While there was considerable question concerning the advisability of 
engaging in any controversy with a local now~apor, it was sugsosted that the 
Executive Connittoo corroct tho misstato□ents which had boon mde nationally. 
It was also believed that the local officors of the .American Jewish Congress 
had a sinilo.r obliGation in corrocting the □isrepresentations. 

It was therefore noved, duly seconded, and carried that Mr Sir.10n 
and Mr Kellin, presidont of the local Congress chapter, be appointed as a 
Cornittee to act in the I!la.tter. 

12. Conten~11a1 

It had been suggested that ina.souch as cany organizations would 
probably plan special events during 1937 to nark the contonnial a.nnivorsary 
of the first Jewish settleoent in Cleveland, the Council could be very help
ful in serving as a clearing house for such pro6rar.'.ls. Upon r~tion r.iado, 
duly seconded, and cn.rried, the Chairnn.n was autho r izod to appoint a Comoittoe 
for this purpose. 

13. Additional Manbers 

It v,as announced t.i:1at tvo oddi tional groups recently had becooo 
nembors of tho Council. These were tho Pioneor Wor.1en 1 s Organization, Chap
ter-1, and the Yiddish Culture Society. 

14. Next Mo~ting 

It was a.greed that the next r.eeting of tho Council should be hold 
during the first week in January. 

15. No further business cool~ before the naeting, 1 t was adjourned. 

Respectfully subnitted, 

(Si~ned) Philip B0rnstoin 

Secretary. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 60S - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I roGTOt very nu~h tha~ you uoro unable to attend 
the r.iootin::; of the Exocuti ve 'Jorni t teo last Monday eveninG. 
You will note fron tho 0nclosod l.'i~1utes that a nunbor of very 
inporta!1t rJatters \1ore considered, and wa should have apprec
i ated your jud.J:iont in than. 

I trust that you wil l road tho Minutes carefully, 
and if you ha.vo any cowr:ienta or sug ;astio:as to r.iaka, I hope 
that you will call r.ie. 

Dace~ber 17, 1936. 

Sinceroly yours, 

Max Sinon, 
President. 
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Dr Stephen S Wise, President 
J.meriean Jewish Congress 
40 lest 68th Street 
New York City 

My dear Dr Wise: 

December 19, 1936. 

The article in the recent issue of the "Congress :Bulletin" by Leon 
Wiesenfeld, entitled ffHow Not to ]uild Community Councils", and your reply 
to my letter in which you asked to be informed further in the matter, were 
brought to the attention of the Exe,~utive Committee of the Cleveland Corrmuni ty 
Council at its last meeting. 

The Executive ~ommittee was not pr~marily concerned with the local 
effect of this attack upon the Cou.~c:1. The Council 1s record is well known 
among the Jewish leadership of 4;he city, and the facts speak for themselves. 
The Committee was of the definite opinion, however, that the misstatements 
spread nationally by the arti~le, for which you sent Mr Wiesenfeld a personal 
letter of thanks, had done the Council a grave injustice a,.~d should be corrected. 

We have no desire to engage in any controversy in the matter and do 
not wish to enter into a discussion of the evident puri:ose of the American 
Jewish Congress to disapprove and oppose wherever possible the formation of 
Councils under auspices other than those of the Congress. Our only intent ia 
to void an act of injustice wtich reflects as seriously upon the "Congress 
13ulletin11 as it does upon us, and to a.void those antagonisms which inevi ta.bly 
issue from such an a.et. 

:Beyond this, we a.re not coneerned; and we are confining ourselves, 
therefore, to a simple statement of the actual situation, a.s contrasted with 
the cr .. arges which have been made. le a.re confident that the officers of your 
local Congress division will substantiate the facts herein contained. 

Mr Wiesenfeld stated that the Council has not a single achievement 
to its credit, end has done virtually nothing in the one year in which it has 
existed. On the contrary, the following are some of tho Council's activities: 

It has a Committee headed by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver which has 
been working to eliminate false Jewish issues from political campaigns, in 
order to prevent the needless racial strife which such issues have caused in 
the past. The extent to which the Committee has progressed is indicated by 
the fact that it was consulted regularly by political leaders during the past 
campaign, so that they might avoid objectionable literature and meetings 
which would be injurious to the Jewish Cormnmity. 

The work with public schools mentioned in the article is being por
formed by a Committee undor the leadership of Rabbi B R Erickner. This Com
mittee has conferred personally with the Superintenients of schools and has 
written to the deans of the local colleges, a.nd is gaining their cooperation 
in permitting the obsorva.nco of Jewish holy days without scholastic penalty 
and in eliminating insofar as possible Christmas and Easter celebrations from 
the public schools. The Committee also handles specific probloms as they 
ariso. 
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Another Corrrnittee is working on the problem of anti-Semitic discrim
ination in employment - a condition ,..,hich is widesproad and which will require 
a long period of intelligent effort. A fourth group is concerned with a survey 
of the administration of Xashruth, involving a situation which presents an in
tricate complexity of economic and religious elements, and the fact-finding 
activity of this body is a very necessary prelude to any constructive improve
ment. 

Recently a Committee made a study of the solicitations conducted by 
traveling collectors for European and Palestinian yeshivas and philanthropic 
institutions. It recommended that these be included in tho Jewish Welfare 
Fund, and this recommendation was accepted by the latter agency. Another Oom
mi ttee aided in an evaluation of tho Feieration of Jewish 1'omen1 s Organiza
tions, at the latter's own request, to assist in eliminating duplication. 

Furtherroore, the Council 1 s activit:es r.a\e been utilized to arbitrate 
and mediate disputes involving Jewish institutions and organizations, thus 
avoiding public court action and publicity which would be harmful to the entire 
Jewish comnru.nity. 

The Council administers a Oonmunity Calendar to serve as a clearing 
house for Jewish organizations in planning their programs, so that there may 
be no needless conflict in events. It has aided Jewish groups and individuals 
in public relations which involve specifically Jewish matters. 

Mr Wiesenfeld also states that the Council has shackled organiza
tions, so that "no one in this city has a right to call conferences on Jewish 
problems", that "no one is any longor onti tlod to express a.n opinion on any 
important issue in Jewish 1ife 11 • The statement on the face of it is ridicu
lous. It is obviously disproved by the fact that the local chapter of the 
.American Jewish Congress last May called a city-wiie conference to appoint 
delegates to the Washington meeting which was concernod with the World Jewish 
Congress. The Council never issued a single word of objection to this, and in 
faet gave the officers of the local Congress group every assistance req_uested 
by them in connection with tte Conference. The Constitution of the Council 
furthermore specifically states that no group need be bound by the decisions 
of the Coimcil even where definite action is taken by the Ooun~il itself. 

~ho answer to Mr Wiosenfold1 s charge that the Council has ignored 
national quo st ions will be found 1n your own files. La.et Spring we wrote you 
stating tha.t the question of action on the Polish situation had been discussed 
by the Council and it sought your advice in tho matter. You ~ounseled that 
def~nite protest action would not bo wiso, and your suggestion was followed. 
The secretary of the local Congress ~apter was apiointed to inform the Council 
concerning inmigration and e.nti-al:on bills ponding in tho na.tiona.l Congress. 
He also rerorted to the Oouncil on your WashinGton Conference. 

Mr Wiesenfald similarly charges that tho Council has not lent its 
support to the anti-Nazi boycott. As a matter of fact, the boycott situation 
is a permanent part of the Council's agenda. 

We do not wish to be overly lengthy in the matter. Other charges 
made in the arti~le have the same lack of foundation. That the Council is 
dominated by the so-called ~onsorvative elo~ents is disproved by the list of 
member organizations on the back of the Council letter-head, and by the compo-
sition of the Executive Committee. It will interest you to lmow that of the 
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35 members of the Committee, 15 are also officers or members of the Executive 
and .ldministrative Comnittees of the local Congress chapter. This includes 
the preaidont and secretary of the Ooiigress, and is in addition to such per
sons as Rabbi Brickner and Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal, who ware selected as 
delegates to the World Jewish Congress, and others who are known to be actively 
sympathetic to the Congress, althoU4h the Oongross chapter as such has not af
filiated officially with the Oouncil. Further100re, a check reveals that a 
majority of tho Nominatinb Commtttce which draftod the slato of the Council's 
officers and membership of its Executive Cornmittoe hold hi~ places in the 
local Congress group. 

It should be said that ~he formation of the Council was accomplished 
as democratically as we kneu how, through a series of conferences in which 
more than 130 leaders of all elcmo:1ts of local Jowry ~articipa.ted, and that 
the machinery was set up by a reprosontativc Committee authorized by these 
persons to take such action. Incidentally~ this Committee likewise included 
the officors of the local Co11gross gro~. 

More important than any single activity of the Council, a.nd running 
through a.11 of them, is the fact that it has brought together a.11 elements in 
local Jewish life to consider jointly their mutual problems and to take united 
action where this is possible. This, we believe, is fundamental to any democ
racy in Jewish life, and is tho vory foundation of the Jewish Conmunity Co'Wlcil 
movement. 

The Clevl~laud Council, in the yoar of its existence, has made a 
cr~dita.ble beginning in a task that is as difficult and endless as Jewish life 
it self. We a.re confident that ·,1i th tho continued cooper at ion of the various 
elements in the Cleveland Jowisr. community, the Council will justify the hopes 
of those who worked to create it. 

May we ropeat in closin5 that wo havo no desire to engage in any 
controversy in the matter. We believ0 that you want to know and should have 
the true facts, and that a dispassionate prosentation of these facts is the 
100st effectivo instrument for maki:rig possible an honest judgment of the si tua.
tion. In .iustice to the Council and as a matter of fair play, may we ask the 
same courtesy as was extended to the writ0r of the previous article and request 
that this be published without abbreviation in the Congross Bulletin, with the 
same space and position accorded the other statomont. 

Si~1ceroly yours, 

(Signod) Max Simon 

President. 
J orii sh Comnrwii ty Council. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

To the Executive Committee: 

I am en~losing a copy of the letter which has been 
sent to Dr Stephen S Wise, president of the American Jewish 
Congress, correcting the misstatements which appeared in tr.e 
"Congress '.Bulletin" ~oncerning the local Comnunity Council. 
You will recall that the Executive Committee at its last 
meeting directed that such a letter be sent. 

A copy of the letter has been forwarded also to~the 
editor of the "Congress '.Bulletin". with the request that it 
be published in a.n early issue. 

If you have any comment or further suggestions. I 
will ~preciate your calling me. 

December 24, 1936. 

Sincerely yours, 

Max Simon, 
President. 
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1. 

llinutes of a Meeting of the Contingent 
Fund Com:aittee of the Jewish Welfare 
J'und held at the Sovereign &tel on Wei
neaday, December 30tr., 1936. 

There were present: Rabbis Cohen, Porath and Silver. 

2. In accordance with the deciaion of the Oom:nittee at ita last meet-
inc, to institute further inquiry regarding certain of the foreign Agencies 
who1e applieatioos were being conaidered, letter• had been written directly 
to either the .American of'fice1 of these .lgeneie1 if they had IUCh, or to the 
t.eadquarter1 &broad: inqu.1r7 was alao ma.cle regarding them at the off'ie•• of 
the Council of federation• and Welfare J'unda in Hew York; and regarding the 
Hechalut1 and the Bi1tadruth Ivr1 tt a.dvice was alked at the Zionist Organisa
tion of .America aa to it• partieipation in their support. 

'rhe inf'onnation and r~liea received are eontainei in the attached 
memoranda wl".ich were then 1ubmitted to the Ooamittee for consideration, and 
the 8J>pl1cat1on1 were taken up in seriatim order: 

(a) Mra MK Lichtig had forwarded to the Federation Office 
copiea of her receipt• f'or annual contribution~ to the !ar Jecboi 
Collep and Home of ~ad, Kiron, Safed, Palestine; and &Leo a 
printed declaration from the organization in Palestine advising 
that they no longer had any Jmerican representatives to aolioit 
tor them. However, there was no information in hand otherwiae, 
regarding the work of the organization and they were not found 
liate4 in the schedule of oontributions from Welfare 7und1; the 
Committee therefore decided to take no action at preaent. 

(b) With regard to the application of the solicitors for the 
Haye Olm Talmud Torah Yeshiva and Orphans Kitchen, Jerusalem• it 
waa the judgment of the Oommittee that the character and extent of 
the work done b1, this Institution and the recognition granted it 
by a number of Welfare Funds, warranted a contribution from the 
Cleveland Welfare Fund of $100 for the current year: this amount 
ia to be sent directly to the Institution in Palestine. $ 100 

(e) A represent at 1 ve of the Great P&.leatine Orphanage. 
Diakin, was in the city recently making his annual solicitations. 
Owing to the fact that the office ot the Council of 1ederationa 
reported that the Orphanage had declined to give general 1nforma.
t idn auch a, had been tequeated b7 an investigator in Palestine, 
and on the ground that other "8ne1e1 were likewiae not giving 
such information; and further, in con,ideration of the fact that 
the Orphanage'• aolici tor had already rai sad some money in the 
Community and was continuing his collection of further f\mds for 
this year, it waa deemed advisable that no action be taken on 
any appropriation f'or the ourrent year and tr.at the Institution 
in Palestine be advised to this effect and be re1uestei to give 
the doaired information regarding i ta work for any application 
to be made for a grant for next year. 

(4) It wae tte Oonmitteo1 a judgment that no contribution 
need be ma.do to tl".e Rarand Kovomont , wl:o so appeal b1 mail came 
from Vienna. 

(e) On information received from the Amriean Oonlllittee of 
tl'.e Hebrew Te&ehers 1 Coll~,._;o in Jor-.isalcm, it ,.-B.s vot'3d that an 
&ppro:r,riation of $25 be made for tho c,.irront ye3.I'. $ 25 

(f) Tho Zionist Or.:.;11.nization of .Arr.arica l'4Ad advised t!1at 
an application for a gra...~~ for the llechalutz, waa now teing con
sidered and the ~~mmit~eo therefore made nc IJ.llot~Jnt for thi ■ 
work. 
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(g) The eamc action was taken w1 th re~ard to the appeal 
of the Hi1tadruth Ivrith to r.boae work the Z1oniat Organization 
of .America waa contributing $5,CCO this 7ear. 

(h) lo information was availnble from tae Council of 
Federation• re,a.ri1n& tho J ewi Si: .Agricultural. O~hanage i and 
no roply had as yet been rocoived to the lettor directed to 
tho Inetitution in Jerusalem, Action wa1 theroforo deferred. 

(J) With r~terenee to tho Knoaaeth Israel Charity of 
Babbi K~ior Baal Hanea1, tho Conmitt~o felt that no allotmont 
need be maclo in view of tr .. o fact that the organization rocoivod 
1 te contributions from Ole\"0land ti·.rou.tti oollection boxea 
plaeed in t.omea. which typo of colloction would not nffoet the 
Yelfare Fund solicitations. It was tr.erefora doomed advisable 
for the present to make no allocatio:a from the 'fol!are J'und. 

(k) On information recoivod from tho .&moriaan headquar
ter, ot the Lubavi tchor Yeahi voth of Po le.nd and in considera
tion of tho importance of the work of this Institut1on and 1t1 
ten branehee, it wa1 decided to grant an allotment of $50. 

(1) .An allotment of $20 waa voted for the Sefath lmeth 
Yeahivah, Joruaalem. 1nformi.t1on having beon provided by the 
1011oitor and from the file• of the Council of Federations in 
Bow Tork. 

(m) ~he Unitod Tibaria.a Institutions and Relief Society, 
Paleetine having made no solie~tation i~ Clevaland during this 
year was applying directly to tho Welfare Jund with informa
tion providod by ita New Tork head.quarters; it wa1 found also 
that this ganeral relief organization wa.s boing rooognized and 
waa receiving support from practieally all of the Welfare Funds 
and it was therefore moved, seconded and carried that an allot
ment of $SO be if:,T&nted for the current year. 

(n) No action wa.a takan with regard to the solicitationa 
by mail for tho private fund of Meier Schenkolewski, Berlin. 
for aid to refugee German etudents. since it was felt that this 
activ1t7 proporl7 eame within the scopo of the work of the 
Joint Di1tribution Committee. 

Total 

$ 50 

$ 20 

$ 50 

No furthor businoss coming beforo the mtleting, it was adJourned. 

Rasp~ctfully submitted, 

Socrata.ry. 
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