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Minutes of a Meeting of the 
JEWISH COMMUNI:'Y corr:~crL 

Monday, June 7, 1937, 8:30 p.m., at The Temple 

1. Copies having been mailed to all represe:itati ves, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

2. Centennial Celebration 

Leo Weidenthal, chairman of the Centennial Conmittee, reported that 
preliminary plans were practically complete for the community celebration of the 
one hundredth anniversary of the first Jewish settlement in Cleveland. The for
mation of committees to carry out tho various projects would be concluded during 
the current week. 

A sum of $500 had bo ,Jn granted by tho Jewish Welfare Fund to finance 
the celebration. Tho program would have its climax during the week of October 
24-31, when the following ovent s would tako place: an oxhi bit at the Public 
library; a. program of Jewish music; an art exhibit; special sormons in the oyna.
gogu.es and temples; programs in th.J rJligious schools and institutions; ossq 
contests; and a large civic meeting. Organizations wore requested not to plan 
any special programs during that week, in order that the entira Jewish community 
might cantor attention and all groups participato in this colebration. 

Organizations desiring speakers or information for their own programs 
honoring the Centennial would rocoive assistance from the Committee. A few pre
liminary Centennial events already had occurred: namely, a pageant at the B1nai 
B1rith district convention; the appoaranco of the picture of the first Jewish 
settler in Cleveland, Simson Thorman, on the street car pass during the week of 
May 16th; and the forthcoming dedic~tion of the Hebrew Cultural Gardens on Sun
day afternoon, June 13, Qt 2:15 p.m., to which the Jewish community was invited. 

It was pointed out that tho success of the Centennial observance would 
depend directly '\li)On the participatio:11 arid support of the entire Jerdsh commu.ni ty. 

3. Discrimina~ion in Emoloymont 

Milton iltschul, chairman of the Corru..dttoe dealing vnth the problem of 
discrimination in employment, roportec. that si=ice the la.st session of the Council, 
the Commi tteo had inaugurated a seri~s of mcotings with large Jewish employers, 
and likewise had begun to contact Jewish labor Lnulers. Failing to secure tho 
attondanca of the labor mon at a :-oo ·,ting, mombcrs of the Cotmi tteo had begun to 
interview them individually to secure information v;hich riould be helpful in deal
ing with the problem. 

The first session with the ooployers had been h9ld recently, and had 
brought the following information: that fow Je~s apply for factory or technical. 
positions; there appears to be an overcrowding of Jaws in white-collar jobs; dis
crinination is practiced soi..~til!les by personnel managers w1 thout tho knowledge of 
tho head of tho company; somo OI:Iployors object to Jevs with the excuse that they 
a.ro "too ambitious", either pressing for quick advancement, or leaving after a 
short period to become competitors; Jews do not seek positions in large co~anies, 
such as banks, v,here ndvo.ncement is slow ai1d noro or less automatic. 

T,10 suggestions had beo11 discussed by these employers: (1) that a 
special employment agency be ostablished with the spocial purposo of finding jobs 
for Jews, and to discover specifically ~'ihich e~ployors were discrininating; and 
( 2) that a survey be r.iado to detam.i:ie the extent and nature of J 8\71 sh uneoploy"'" 
1:1Pnt. No final doci sion was mnde with regnrd to these proposal 3, pending furthor 
cc- nsideration. 

A second conference ,1i th onJ)loy0rs already had been sc·l.oduled. It was 
pointed out that these sessions had n dual ~urpo~e. Not only would the Committee 
1·btain valuable sugg0stior1n a:1d inforr.1·1:-ion fro ·1 thon, but it would socure the 
interest and concern of thcso employers in t i10 problot1. 

The Cor.ni ttee also v:as undartn.ki 1;;.6 t (> invostigato complaints about 
i!.d.i vidual employors who apparently have boen discrir:1i:1ating against Jev,s. One 
such employer had boon visited recently, but it was found that tho charge was not 
true, and that the cor.tpa.ny had na.ny Je•,, ish eq:>l~y.;os. It \78.S pointed out that 
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very few specific complaints ha.d been received, and dele~ates were urged to report 
such cases, with exact information, to tha Coranitteo so that action might be taken 
with regard to thom. 

4. German Student Exch~ 

I R Morris reported in detail on the work done by tho League for Human 
Rights Against Nazisc in opposition to tho Gorman student oxchange. The League 
had first become a.\7are of the plan early- in February, and had begun at once to 
combat it. Going on tho principle that the support of non-Jews should be ob
tained in opposing the project, that effort should be centered on the school 
boards to have them take no official pa.rt in the plan, and that the presorvation 
of civil liberties should be emphasized in the schools, the following action was 
taken: 

Superintendents of schools were irni1ediately visitod to prevent 
official p~rticipation in a. German ezchn.ngo; 

A Committee of non-Jews was organized to protest the exchange; 
Protestant ministers were contactod to securo their support, but 

in practically every case this wn.s refused; 
Pressure was brought upon the varicus school boards not to engage 

in the exch~"lgo as official hosts of t he .J-(:¼r ... 1an students, or to 
recruit Arncirica.n students to go to Ger1:~!.S.:1y. This was successful, 
_destroying the _9ri_gi_nal _fil.fµl for. tl1~_02~9F.~'°l~-=-g~J_~"1d . ...BQ. school 
board o:penl:y O!lclQ..I:.sod Ql.' snonsored the O~f~lan5-a. The students 
ca~e as guosts of indivi lual fanilios, oany of then German. 

Several anti-Nazi r.1eetin,gs wa re held before tho students arrived, 
to inforr.i tho public of t ~1e real purpose of the visit, and to 
stir up sentinent against it. Sperucers v,ere Erika Mann and 
Walter Schoenstedt. 

A. connni ttee visited M:l.yor ::Surton to persuade hir..1 not to· address 
tho Gernnn students on their a.rri val. He r 0fused to change his 
pla..."'ls, 't ut ~a-reed to r.1ake his speech a serno n on tolerance and 
freedom. 

Whon the students arrived, they were handed le tters addressed to 
them by the Gerrnnn students in exile, contrasting their own 
tragic plight and that of their faI.'.lilie s with the picture which 
the visitors were tryi11g to give the public. Thousands of these 
letters, and maps of cor.cer:tration camps in Geroa.ny, were distri
buted by student organizations throughout the schools being 
attended by the Nazis. 

An overflow mass meeting was held in the Public Music Hall to make 
clear the destruction of educational liberty 111 Germany, and to 
counteract the propaganda of the visitors. 

Co11sidern.ble publicity had been given na.t j_onally to the exchange, much 
of it distorted, exaggeratod, a.nd extrerooly harmful to Cleveland and the local 
Je,vish conmnmi ty. Arlong the journals which cr.t!ll'OOnted on the situ.at ion were the 
"Nation", the "Detroit Jey:ish Chronicle", and the 11 Congross :Bulletin". The latter 
criticized particularly tho Jev-rish Comr.runi ty Council, making a number of charges 
which had no basis in fa.ct and which ,vare clearly nisstataments. Mr Morris read 
this article, Mr Simon's letter in reply, and a second article in the ":Bulletin" 
in part retracting the previous chRrgcs. 

There was prolonged discussion of the exchange, its purpose, the action 
of the school boards and indi vidu.als i nvolved, and the tactics employed to coun
teract and dostroy the effectiveness of th13 Mazi propaganda. schomo, It wa.s 
pointed out that the visitors in many cases vrero not children, but young mon and 
,;;omen, carefully instructed professio!J.al exchange students. 

Involved in the discussion was the question of tho o.ctivity of the 
Cor:r.nmi ty Council in the matter. It was explained thnt all action had bean 
channeled through the Loagu.o in keeping 1v1. th tho osta.blished policy of the Coun
cil in this field of work, and in 1h10 \71 th its general principle that the Coun
cil should assist rather than supersede o,rgn.nizations ,·;hich already existed and 
were effectively carrying on spocifio con~ullity activities. In order to clarify 
more fully the League's relationship to tho Council , ho,ievor, it was moved, duly 
~econded, and carried that a OoI!IIlittoe be appointod to study the matter, and like

'v-7i se the ad.vi sabili ty of furthor action with regard to the exchange; the Cor.cii t-~
tee Is report to be acted upon by the Executive Conr.iittee. 



Upon motion made by Mr Meisol, duly soconded, and unanimously carried, 
tho report of the Loaguo was rocoi ved, accepted and ordered filed, with an ex
pression of the gratitude of tho Council for the work ,1hich had been dono. 

5. Si tuo.t ion in Poland and Germany 

Albert 'loldrJan reported tho.t responses had been rocoived from practi
~olly a.11 of the Congrossnon to who1:i resolutions ha.c". been sent by tho Council 
·1/!. -;jh regard to the plir;ht of the Jaws in Poland.. A roply from Cordell Hull, Soc
rr•tat'y of State, said that rwhilo the -;:cvernr.iont understands tho natural interest 
o:.: .Am rican citizens of Jewish extrnction in conditions n.ffecting the Jewish 
population of Poland, it is net in ~ ncsition to take any action with regard to 
r'.lu.tters which do not directly affect 1.\:. ~; rica.n ci tizcns or interests". 

Mr Woldma.n informed. tho Cou~cil tna.t n study had revealed at loast 
twenty-fi vo occasions in which tho Uni to ri State s hacl tak0n action ,1hen Anerican 
citizens and interests wera not directly ~ffectod, and b0lieved thnt a brief to 
this effect should be filod with tho State Dopartmont. 

Related to this question, was the recent beheading of an .Aoerican 
citizen, Helauth Hirsch, by the Nazi Gov0rnr.ient in Ger~a~y. Mr Woldr.lrul explained 
the circumstances surrounding tho execution, roporting that the Ger?:lB.Il government 
had refused to meet the diplonatic requests of the United States with regard to 
a stay of execution or copy of the court procee0~ngs, and proscntod for the 
a?proval of the Council a rosolution condemning the Nazi action and the diplc
r.iatic affront of the Nazi governu3nt. 

In discussing further action with regard to Polish Jewry, whose plight 
was becooing r.10ro tragic ca.ch day, and the Ger.-:an probler.i, it was the opinion of 
the Council thet action taken locru.ly should be 1suic.e c'. by the national defense 
organizations dealing with the si tue..tion. It m1s the refore ooved, duly seconded, 
and carried, that letters bo sant to the !.."!Brien.a J orrish Congross and the Aner
ican Jewish Comr.ri ttee, roqUtJsting their counsel as t r- t ho n.dvi sabili ty of action 
by the Cleveland Comunity Council , tL1d that tho natter th~n be ref3rred to tho 
Executive Cor.ir.tittee for decision i :a t he lig:.1t of the r eplias receivod. 

6. Baltazar Mocorial 

It was announced by Rr1.bbi Hu,so Klc i!1 that a □or.iorial r.ieoting had been 
arranged to honor Dr Deszo Bnltnzar, ~uropean leader who had been outstanding 
in conr.ctting anti-Ser.ii tis□ in Hun~ar~.r and surrounding couatries. The r.ieeting 
would be held Tuesday evening , June 15, 8:00 p. n ., at tho Jewish Center, and the 
Co~nunity was i~vited to attend. 

7. Due to the lateness of the hour, it ~as agreed that the re~aining 
items on the agenda should be dcferrod until the next se ssion of the Cornr.iunity 
Council. The meeting v1as then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 60S - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

Zo Hl'PB OIOBIWIQlfS: 

You will recall that one of the first acts of 
. . 

the Jewish Commu.:lity Council was to condemn the injection of 
fictitious Jewis .. 1 issues in political campaigns. .A.bout a. year 

and a bal~ 9&0 it appointed a Committee, headed by Babbi 

S11Ter, to prevent the recurrence of 8\lch iasues in our local 
campaips. The Committee was effective in minimizinc this 
practice in the election last November. 

.Another election is scheduled to take place in 
Fall, ~e Coanittee already has met to take such steps as mq 
be necessary to keep fictitious racial issues out of the 
campaign. 

If JQu have 8ll1' int"ormation that such 1eaues are 
being created and utilized, will you please report them to 
Mr. Bernstein, secretaey of the Council. The Committee can 
work promptly and effectively with the leaders of both parties 
to halt such practices. 

The Committee is depending on your cooperation 
in this ww to prevent the injection of false Jewish issues, 
which are ha.nnful to the welfare of the entire Jewish 
community. 

July 13, 1937. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Max Simon 
President 



Bil,I.J., JWmlS, BA:B'D • 6 BDICl 
1090 Union !rust Bldg. 

Cleveland 

Jul.7 19, 1937 

Mr. Jthilip lernatein, Secreta.17 
!he Jewish Colllll\Udt7 Council 
lloo• 605 - 1900 kclid Ave, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Phil&• 

!he letter anent racial issues in political. campaigns 
ia tillel7. '!he racial iaaue undoubtedl7 will be injected into the 
colling campaign. !he fact that Mayor lhlrton welcomed the German exchange 
students bas been used to fan the flame of considerable bitterness, 
to the extent that he 11 now considered, among some people, u being 
anti-Semitic. !b.e1e people overlook two or three things& 

1. !bat he had no part in bringing the student• here. 

2. !bat he used the oceaeion of hie welcome to preach 
something of the Aaerican ideal• &id to caution 
them ~inat the kind of thing which was being 
practiced in Ge~. 

Instead of being opposed to M~or :Burton on racial grounds, it should 
be admitted that hi• welcome represented a degree of courage in plain 
and forthright speaking. 

I aa not interested ae to who &Jl7 of our people •7 
Tote for, eo long as the aelection is made b7 each individual on 
normal grounds. 

It seems to ■e that before the campaign generate• much 
excitement, tba.t the responsible leaders of the coD1J11Dnit7 should 
give widespread cu.rrenq to some kind of stateaent which will remove 
8.D1' stigma ot anti-Semitism from Mayor Burton, as indeed, I believe, 
from both leading candidates. 

Ver7 aincerel7 7oura, 

PJB/MK 
(aigned) Philmore J. Haber 



President 

25th DID CI!IZIIS CLUB 
A Bon-Par\iean Political Organisation 

hank Su,;arman in Charge 
1081 last 105th Street 

CleTelancl, Ohio 

Secretary 
llan7 J. larr 
1411 .. t BlTd. 

Samuel J. August 

<mdar 2268 • Ploapect '1040 Treasurer 
1raak Sugarman 

Dear Jriendl 

!he 25th Ward Citisena Club la a non-partisan 
political organisation that welcomes to its folds all free 
thinking,liberal minded citizens regardless of their race, 
religion, or creed. 

We feel that lilaJ'or Burton b7 his pro-Bazi activities 
has shown himself unfit to be 118,J"Or of a Cosmopolitan cit7 
like ours. 

In the coming campaign, we believe that our destinies 
and the tu.ture welfare ot our children will 'be more secure, if 
placed in control of one who was born, raised, educated and 
liTed &m0D8 ua all his life, as has, JOHN O. McWILLIAMS. He 
will find competent Cleveland citisena tor responeible City 
Ball positions, instead of running all oTer the countey seeking 
so-called experts to impede our progress. 

We hope you can join ua in our work and are enclosing 
a Pled8e Card, which we wish you would fill out, place in the 
return envelope and drop in a mail box i11mediatel7, it requires 
no stamp. 

!hanking you for your cooperation and in the spirit 
of good govermaent, we remain 

Sincereq youre, 

!Bl COMMI!TD 



JJ!ISH WOBJ:D - J.u.gp.at 8, 1937 

MEITIIG TOMORBOlf OJ' SYNAGOGUE 
AID ORGANIZATION PRESIDENTS 

The presidents of eynagoga.es and Jewish organizations 
are being called to a meeting which will be held tomorrow, Monda.7 
evening, in the Kinsman Jewiah Center, ht 147 Street and Kinsman 
lload. 

!he purpose of the meetin& is to discuss plane of how 
to help lawyer A.I. Hausman in hia campaign aa candidate for Citr 
Council in the 30th Ward. Mr. l3enny l3laushild will be chairman. 



CLEVELAlm PLAIN IBU,ER -- September 1, 1937 
•Inside the ••we in Cleveland• - !7 Philip•• Porter 

••••••••••• •Bidden a11a7 in one of the lhirton speeches - one 
which elipped a•y from him and did make Page One copy - was one 
yery smart line, which may go some dieta.nce toward winning back 
the Jewiah Yote, which began to eaae •~ from hi• when he showed 
the usual courtesy of welcolling to the cit7 the German exchange 
pupila. !he professional. anti-1'asia resented this very mu.ch. 

1!urton in this speech aade a atro11g dmunciation 
of Jaaciam and Commni••• It•• all very general, but it will 
reach its mark. !7 denouncing ~aeciem, he in effect denounced 
Bitler, and mq have 11011 back some Yotes. !y denouncing CoJIJDWlism 
he probabl7 won a few of the errant tnd.ependent• back; certainl7 
he did not hurt himself with the CoJDIIIWlista, who don't count here.• 

CLEVELAND PLAIB DIALD - September 6, 1937 
Excerpt from ato17 by Balph J. DoD&l.dson 

...........• •Oppositional.so is being created against Burton 
b7 appeals to racial and religious prejudice. Such appeals are a 
part of every mayoralty campaign, but the7 appear to be more wide
spread this year than they have been in recent years.• 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Room 605 - 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerrv 8176 

llabbi A.H. Silver 
!he Temple 
:last 105 St. &: Ansel lload 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

September 9, 1937 

I'm sor17 that I wasn't able to reach 7ou 
todq to discuas the matter of turther procedure with regard 
to the Committee on Jewish Political Issues. I shall call 
7ou tomorrow (Jridq), but in the meantime I thought 7ou 
would like to have copies of some pu.blicit7 which has appear d 
recentl7, and a brief resum~ of event• which have occurred 
while 7ou were out of the cit7. The following ie a short 
eumma17: 

1. In accordance with the action of the 
Coaittee at its last meetill8, a letter was sent to member 
organisations reminding them of the existence and purpose 
of the Comittee, and asking them to briDg to the Committee 
e:JJ.7 specific evidence of !ictitioua Jewish issues in the 
campaign. A coP7 is enclosed. 

2.. As ;you probabl7 know, this letter was 
criticised b7 Mr. Wiesenfeld as being a 1white--wa.ah• for 
Mqor !urton. and b7 Mr. J'a.rth for failing to take a positive 
stand in breaking down what he aaid were false charges of 
anti-Semitism against Mr. Burton. Other persons Wl:j.oae comment 
was received thought the letter a fair statement. 

3. A letter was received from Kr. Philmore 
Baber requesting that action be taken to destroy fictitious 
charges of anti-Semitism against Kr. Burton. A cow is enclosed. 

4. Dr. r.M. J'alkma.n sent in a cow of a letter 
being distributed b7 a political club criticizi~ M~or Burton 
for •pro-Ba1i activities" but making no mention of a Jewish 
question aa such. A cop7 is enclosed. 



llabbi A.H. Silver September 9, 1937 

5. !he Plain Dealer has carried at least two stories 
in which there were paragraphs referring to the racial issue in the 
may-oralt7 campaign. one specificall7 referriDB to the •Jewish vote•. 
Copiee of the paragraphs are encloaed. 

&. An unrelated item, but one which I tho\J€ht you 
would want to know about. ie a small story which appeared in the 
Jewiah World stating that the presidents of Jewish congregation• and 
organisations were being requested to attend a meeting to discuss 
plans for aiding the candidacy of A.I. Hausman for the City Council. 
A translation ia enclosed. 

The whole lmrton queation undoubtedl7 will be disCUBsed 
at the meeting of the Communit7 Council next Thuraday evening, and 
llr. Simon and I thought that the Committee would probably want to 
meet beforehand, so that it would be prepared to discuss the charges 
and counter-charges which JDa1' be made b7 opposing forces, and possibly 
formulate at least tentatively some program of action, if deemed wiee. 
Consideration might be given to the question of whether an early 
cla.rification of the facts would serve to prevent a repetition of 
previous undesirable publicity and practices, or whether positive 
steps should be delayed pending the occurrence of such acts. The 
Collllittee might give some tholJ8ht to thie before the Council meeting. 
We can di&C\188 this when I call you. 

I hope 7ou had a pleasant summer, and I should like to 
take this opportunity to wish you and 70ur famil7 a very happ7 Bew Year. 

Sincerely 7oure. 
• 
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The Jewish Community Council 

CJeveland 

Room 605 .. 1900 Euclid Avenue 

Telephone: CHerry 8176 

ro THE REP~S~'1,'_!.~JVES: 

The Jewish Community Council will meet 
Thursg.& evening, September 16, 8:30 p.m. (sharp), at the 
Jewish Center. 

Problems which have arisen since the last 
meeting, and the work which has been going on actively will 
be reported and discussed. Included are the recent newspaper 
disclosures of anti-Semitic activities in Cleveland; the 
work of the Council's committees dealing with arbitration, 
discrimination i~ employment, the Centennial observance, 
schools and colleges; the Polish situation; local anti-Nazi 
work; and others. 

I trust that you will be present. 

September 10, 1937. 
Max Simon 
President 

P. s. Inasmuch as we have a full o.nd unusually important 
Sl;enda, it will be necessary to start the meeting pranptly 
at 8:30 p.m. 



• 

1. Minutes 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Thursday, September 16, 1937, 8:30 p.m., at the Jewish Center. 

Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the minutes 
was dispensed with. 

2. Sumnary of Council Activities 

Tho Chairman reviewed briefly several of the activities which had 
taken place sin: e the last Comrnuni ty Coun~il meeting. Included were the follow
ing: 

Polish Situation -- A Committee had gone to Washington to confer with 
Secretary State Hull as pa.rt of a national delegation seeking the friendly inter
vention of the United States in halting the pogroms in Poland, on the basis of 
the latter's treaty obligations to minorities. Resolutions were also sent by 
the Council to Washington. The action had been authorized by the Executive Com
mittee, as directed by the Council, on the basis of advice from the American 
Jewish Congress a.nd the American Jewish Col?h-nittee. Although the administration 
refused to change its non-intervention policy, the conference demonstrated that 
the State Department was fully informed of the Polish situation, and remarks in 
Congress and newspaper publicity follordng the meeting indicated a strong stir 
of public sentiment against the po~o~11s. Cleveland delegates were Abraham Kollin, 
Philmore J Haber, and Albert Wold.man. 

Helmuth H~rsch -- Both national organizations had stated that they had 
already undertaken all that could be done to prevent and protest the execution 
of Helmuth Hirsch by the Nazi government, and advised against local action here. 
This advice was accepted. 

Arbitration -- The Arbitration Committee had been successful recently 
in bringing together disputing parties in three cases. These involved a suit 
by an individual against a Jewish institution for work which he claimed to have 
done; a suit by a rabbi against a congregation for back salary; and a su.i t by 
a Jewish individual against a Christian charitable organization, which was having 
unfortunate reporcussions because of the tactics used. 

Fic\itious Political Issues -- A letter had been sent to all Council 
members by the Comnittee on Fictitious Jewish Political Issues, asking them to 
report to the Conmittee any such false issues as came to their attention in the 
ci.rrent campaign. The Committee planned to hold a meeting very soon. 

Schools and Colleges - As in the past, letters had been sent to the 
authorities of all local schools and colleges, informing them of the dates of 
Jewish holidays, and requesting that examinations and other important work be 
avoided on those occasions, so that Jewish students would not be penalized by 
their absence from classes. The replies received assured the Council of their 
continued cooperation. 

3. Centennial 

Mr Wold.man reported that preparation had been going on actively for the 
Centennial. Week October 24-31, marking the 100th anniversary of Jewish settlement 
in Cleveland. Several Committees had been appointed to direct the various pro
jacts, and these events were now ta.king definito sh~e. Chairmen of the Comnit
tooa woro: Mrs Emil Bru.d.no, music pro ~ram; David Warshawsky, art exhibit, Leo 
Weidenthal., library historical exhibit; Leonard Levy, assay contests; Mrs Sig 
Braverman, children's programs; Edward M Balcer, ci vie meeting: Albert A Woldman 
and Mrs AF Mellma.n, compilation of the history of the local Jewish Community. 

It was emphasized that the participation of the entire Jewish Comnunity 
was sought for the Centennial. Week programs, and preside Its of member organiza
tions had been requested to avoid scheduling special events during that week, so 
that their mombership would be free to participate in the Centennial. It was 
also pointed out that the primary purpose of the Centennial was not a demonstra
tion of Jewish achievement for the general corn.rnunity, but rather to serve as an 
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integrating, constructive force for the Jewish comnunity and to bring about within 
it a better 'Wlderstanding a.nd appreciation of local Jewish history and development 
and Jewish values. 

4. Discrimination in Employment 

Milton Altschul reported that the Cor.nnittoe on Employnont had been in
vestigating complaints which had coue to it concerning anti-Semitic discrimina
tion in tho W.P.A. ~neral layoffs which had taken place when Cleveland's quota 
had beon cut. It was found that the proportion of Je,ivs discharged was approxi
mately the sane as the general pre portion laid off, a..~d investigation of the 
individual cases brought no evido:1ce of discrir.iiuatiou. The Cor:rnittee had con
ferred with high W .P.A. o fficia.l s a.ncl had thoir full cooperation in tracking 
down any indication of anti-Somi tis1.1. 

A second conf eronco had bee .. 1 held with large J evti sh employers to 
secure their advice and assistance in deali~~ with the problem of discrimination, 
and had recoived valuable inforl'!lB.tion and suggestions. Another conference was 
planned soon with rcpresentati ves of sGveral agencies directly concerned with 
Jewish vocational guidance and placom0Ht, which was related to the problem of 
discrimination, and it was hoped that from such a session would com9 at least 
the beginning of a broad, coordinated program. 

5. Relationship to League for Human Rights 

A special Cormnittoe had been appointed following the last meeting of 
the Cocr.iunity Council to clarify the relationship of tha Council and the League 
for Human Rights Against Nazisn, and to advise concerning further action with 
regard to the German student 3Xch&,ge. The Committee's report, which had been 
accopied by theExecutive Crrrrnittee, was pres~ntod by Sidney N Weitz. 

The Committee pointed out that the League ,1as an autonomous body, on 
the general principle of Article IX, Section 2, of the Constitution; and that 
1 t was a basic principle of the Council to assist rather than su.pereodo organiz.a,
tions already in existdnce which wore handling specific problems effectively, 
as noted by the Executive Committee on June 11, 1936. It urged that the League 
strengthen its non-Sectari8,j.1 charactGr, rather than become a strictly Jewish 
organization, but pointed out tho necessity of having a close working relation
ship between the League and the Council, so that the community might be fully 
informed of the League's activities, and the Le~7\le would have3 a ready channel 
for securing community sentiment and support, which was essential for the effec
tiveness of its work. That there was already a closo affiliation was indicated 
by the fact that half of the League's executive committee were members of the 
Community Council, represonting various organizations. It was suggested, how
ever, that it would be helpful to have a wider representation on the League 
executive committee than at ~resent, by addin6 persons who would reflect views 
of elements in the col!lillunity which currently did not appear to have adequate 
representation. 

With regard to the German student exchange, the Committee proposed 
that tho Council go on record clearly condemning the projoct on the ground that 
it uas not a bona fide oxcha.nge but an attompt to develop acceptance of a regime 
that existod on he.trod ~1d persecution, and pledging the effort of the Council 
to prevent similar schemes in the future. 

Upon ootion made, duly seconded, and carried, the Council ondorsed 
the action of the Executive Committee in approving the report of the C0Im1ittee. 

6. Anti-Nazi Activity in Cloveland 

IR Morris, reporting for tho League for Human Rights Against Nazism, 
presented the following information: 

Investigation revealed that Sir Henry Deterding, who had just 
made another tremendous contribution to the Nazi party in Germany, still 
owned two-thirds of the stock of the Shell 011 Co. 

Efforts thus far had been successful in ke9ping out of Cleve
land German moving pictures which •• -ere sprcadin~ 1:~zi and anti-Semi tic 
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propaganda. Two leases ri th ThJa.ters. inadvGrtently r:1n.de • had been 
broke~1. 

The German American Cultural LeaJU,e. an anti-Nazi group. 
had rocently baen host to a national Musical festival. which accord
ing to reports had b-aen attended by 20,000 people. Songs sung were 
those which had beon bannod by th0 Nazi Govornrnent in Garmany, and 
the audionce ,,vas constantly reminded of this. 

The Anti-Nazi Loa~'U.O executive Cor.ir.iittoe had soen the evi
dence used by theClevela.nd Press in the oxposo of the Association of 
Le~-;uos as an anti-Ser.iitic or~BJ.1ization. A close tie-up with the 
Silver Shirts had beun shovm, the names of prominent Clovela.nders 
alleged to have· contributed to the Association \70re listed, and co
o,eration with local Nazis, w~ rev3nled. The evidenco had been un
covered by th~ League .A.~ainst War and Fo.scisr.i, and tho League for 
Hunan RiJhts while dBsirin5 that this group continue its investigation. 
had decided that it could not officially coatri bute to its financial 
support, or join •;ii th it to the ext3nt of o.:1dorsing 1 ts nass nectins 
or its requost for an investigation by tho City Council. 

Investigation of the Nazi Canp in Clov3la.."ld had revealed 
marching behind Nazi fla~s, Nazi salutes, and ~ctions derogatory to 
the United States gov3rnnent and flag. The ca:::ip had bcnn a failure, 
and had closed after ten days. 

There ,1as al so evidence b~fore tho Lea~e that at least ono 
of the professors at Westarn Rof'\ ,)rV•J University was strongly pro
Fascist and anti-Semitic. 

There was a lea:~·: discussion of th0 evidence uncovered concerning the 
Association of Loll5-ues, ~"ld the questio:i of possible sipport and assistanc~ by 
the .A.nti-Nazi League a:1d Corn::nmi ty Couucil to the Loa5uc Against War and l'as
cisr.i in this inv0stigatioa. It vras believed by sor.10 that such support should 
be givGn because of the service bein~ ronderod to the Jewish Cor.ununity; others 
opposed any tie-up. ~hilc favoring a continuation of the investigation, because 
of sor.i0 of the memb3rship and other activities of the Loac;,iue Against War and 
Fascim, v1hich were eaid to be connected with tho investigation. They believed 
that ea.ch agency should continuo its work in its O\m way. 

It was explained that the Executive Comr.iittoe of the Community Council 
at its last meeting had discussed the situation thoroughly and had decided not 
to join i:1 a request for a Cou.ncilmanic investigation, as sought by the League 
Against War 8.J.Ld Fascism, partly because the City Council had no power to sub
poena witnessos and it was not believed that such an investigation could be 
effective. A Committoe had been appointed, including Mrs Siegt!lund Herzog, Rabbi 
Armond E Cohen, and Rabbi Rudolph Rossn\hal. to meot uith the Loagu.e for Hu.rr1an 
Rights and advise the Co;;nuni ty Council concerning further action. 

Mrs Herzog reported for the Coonittec, and stated that tho City 
Council had requested a federal investigation of activities and organizations 
in Clov0land which were spreading racial and religious hatred; and the Federal 
Department of Justice had u.ndortcl<en n survey of Nazi activities throughout 
the country. Tho Cornrni t tee recommended that the Council adopt tho following 
re solution: 

11The Jewish Comr:runity Council of Cleveland, including in 
1 ts mer.iborship more than 130 or.g:.-,nizations and representing the Jew
ish population of the city, stron::;ly endor~e s the action of the Ji'ed
eral government in conductin6 an investigation of Nazi activities in 
the United States, through th•) DJrartr.ient of Justice, and urges that 
there be a full investigation aud expose of the activities of Nazi 
and other orgA.niza.tions v,hich ar0 sprea.din6 racial and religious 
anir.iosi ty in Clevolalld and other parts of the United States 11 • 

It recornr.:1ended that copies of tho resolution be sent to President 
Roosevelt, Attorney General Cumings, J Edgnr Hoover, and congressional leaders 
and local congressmen. Upon motion made, duly seconded, and carried, the reso
lution BJ.ld recoI?lr.lendation were adopted. 
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7. Member ship 

The Council accepted for ce~borship tho B1na.1 B'rith Balfour Auxiliary, 
and granted it reproseata.tion. There was co:isidern.ble discussion of the appli
cation of the Pa.st Noble Grands Club, and upon 1:iotion mado, duly seconded, a.nd 
carried, the matter was referred to the Executi vc Co:i:.:1i ttee for further consid
eration and action. It was stated as a basic principlo, that org~iizations 
having fower than 75 monbors must hnvo some activity or service which makes it 
peculiarly qualified for roprosentatio:1 1 in order to be ~anted special dispensa
tion. 

8. German Jewish Rofugees 

The assists.no of Council ranrescmtativos and their organizations' meo
bors was requested by Sidney Weitz, to aid Gcr::irui Jev,ish refugees who had come to 
Cleveland in finding employment. Porsons knowing of available positions were 
asked to call Mrs Jacobs at the Jewis~1 Social S1)rvicc Bureau. 

9. Masaryk MemoriaJ~ 

The Council was inforinod that Dr Thomas G Mv..saryk, founder and first 
president of C rochoslovak:ia a.ud staunch frioud of tho Jer,s and all minorities, 
had recently died. A nemorial neotin ~ \Vas boL15 plan..-ried for an early da;e by 
the local Czechs, and it was believed that some expression from the local 
Jewish Comr.runity would be fitting. Several sugiestions were made with regard 
to the form of such an expression, and upon motion r:iade, duly seconded, and 
una.nioously carried, the Chairman was authorized to appoint a special Committee 
to detomino and take appropriate action. 

10. No furthar business corning before the 1:1aeting, it was adjourned. 

• 

Respectfully subnitted, 

(Signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary . 
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Dear Babb i Silver: 

I am enclosing the copy of the Resolution which 
the Special Committee would like to have you read at the 
meeting tomorrow evening at the Public Hall, which will hon
or the memory of the late Dr. Masaryk. 

Sincerely yours, 

September 21. 1937. 
~~-

Secfota.ey. 
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September 22, 19!7 

llr. Philip Bernstein, 
lewi1h elt re 1ederat1on, 
1900 luclid Avenue, 
CleYeland, Ohio. 

ly dear llr. Bernstein, 

A tew people h ve spoken tom recently about the 
trequenoy with which advertieeaenta a pear in the loc 1 papers, 
p rtioul rly in the ?lain D aler (in th• ant Column), 
at tiDc •gentiles preferred". There eeuiqly ha b en a 
couiderabl• increase in this sort of thing in the last 
)ear 4ue, ot cour e, to ••11-known conditiona. 

I wonder whether it ouldn't be ia,e for the 
Executive COIDllittee or th• J wiah Comaunity Council to talk 
this matter over. It may be deairable to contact th th• 
newapa.pera bout thia •tter. In aoae citiea, thie kiad 
ot advertisement 11 not aooepted. It might be well tor you to 
cont~ct with 1oae or the larger cOIIUDlUlitloa to tlDd out what 
the ractio• there is. 

With all good iehe1, Ir in 

Very cordially yours, 

AHSaBI 
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September 23, 1937 

Rabbi A.R. Silver 
The Temple 
last 105 St. & A.,isel Boad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silveri 

As you already know, the Centennial 
Committee is planning a Community Meeting as the climax 
of the Centennial Week which will mark the 100th anniver
sary of Jewish settlement in Cleveland. The meeting will 
be held at the Public Music Hall Sunday evening, October 31, 
at 8100 p.m. 

It is our hope that it will be a very sig
nificant occasion in which the Jewish Community can take 
stock of its progress to date and gain a perspective of 
fu.tu.re development. 

The Committee which is planning the program 
would like very much to have you speak on "Cleveland's Jewish 
Community -- Looking Ahead". Other speakers will discu.ss the 
past historical development, and we should like to have you 
sound an i spirational note in pointing out the paths along 
which sound progress lies. Due to the length of the program 
it will be necessary to limit addresses. to twelve minutes, but 
I trust that this will not prove an undue restriction. 

1 hope that we m~ count upon your acceptance, 
and that we may have your confirmation within a few days. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-~~ 
lldward M. :Baker 

Chairman 
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Septeaber 2,, -98? 

r. ldward • ker, Chairman 
The lewiah Collllll\lftity Comioil 
1900 luclid Avenue 
Clevel nd, Ohio 

lly dear r • Baker a 

Perlli t me to than y011 for your klad 
letter o~ ~epteaber 28 and forte in•itation 
which ) ou xtend. to ma to eh re in the prograa 
of the public aeetin to be held at the Publio 
lluaio Hall on Sund&J eYening, October Sl, in 
celebr tion or the 100th anniv r or the Jewiah 
aettl•ent in Cl vel.and. I ehall v pleased 
to attend them eting and to epo • I note tbe 
restriction or time and I 1hall, •• tar ae t 11 
r bbinic lly po1aibl, to ••P ~ithin th prescribed 
11.lli tiona. 

AHS1Blt 

11th all lood wiehN, I nuiD 

Ye~ oordially your , 



~I•DD.AMA!IOI IilAGm 
130 lerth Welle Street 
Chic-co, Ill. 

Kr. Philip_Bernetein, Se<:7. 
'!he Jewiah Communit7 Council 
1900 lu.clid Avenue, Boo• 605 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Mr. !ernateinl 

September 30, 1937 

Soae tiae ago I aent you a report on the actirltiea of 
the committees on un.Juat diacri•ination. I also aent you a form letter 
which I prepared for the various committees seeking information on how 
to organise and car1"7 on thie work. 

Unfortunatel7, I have been unable to devote JD7 entire 
time to discrimination in emplo7JDent and therefore have not compiled a 
report aince 1933. 

It hae al.1181'• been Wl7 policy before taking action on 
arq rumors regarding national organisations to make a complete investigation 
of the local situation and ascertain. if the local branch d.iacriminatea, and 
if ao whether this is a national poliCJ' or the policy of the local branch mana
ger. 

Some tise ago, we investigated the 1ireaton.e !ire and 
Rubber Colllp&ZQ" and were assured that it arq of the branches discriainated, 
this was the policy of the local IINl.ager. 

We bave bad no complaint• and no reaaon to investigate 
the Bational Carbon 0olllp&D1', the A]uJdmlll Corporation of America or the 
Dow Chemical Co~. 

/ . fhe problem of nenpaper advertieementa that apecify 
•Gentile• or •ijentile preferred• 1• a atter of deep concern to ua. In 
aoet inatancea, these are blind ad.a and the newapapera will not reveal 
the name ot the organisation who placed theae ad.a. 

We have been trying to get the Bewspaper Publiaher1e 
Aeaociation of America to agree not to pu.bliah ade of this kind, but up 
to date we have not aucceeded. 

It~ be poesible in eoae inatan9ea to get local 
nenpapera to d.11continue thia practice, but we are priaari~ concerned 
with having the entire lenpaper Publisher•• Aaaociation adopt such a 
poli07. 

I aa not ·aware of a.rq citiea where the co-operation 
of the nenpaper1 has been secured in eliminating theae objectionable 
practic••• 
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Should 7ou succeed in getting 7our local nenpaper to consent 
to refuse to print auch ads, would appreciate hearing troa you.. Also, 
wculd like to know the technique used b7 7our local co•ittee. 

IOlG:llR 

Sincerel7 7oura, 

(aigned) Miles Goldberg 

Assistant Secret&r7 
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2.2.tI 

Dear Rabbi Silvera 

You will remember that some time ago, the Jewish Welfare Federation asked that representatives be a!)pointed to attend a conference with the Jmployment Committee of the 
Jewish Community Council, to consider the problem of Jewish vocational e;uidance and placement. 

This conference bas been scheduled for Thursday evening, October 7, 8:15 p.m., at the new offices of the 
Federation in the Conmunity Service Building, 1001 Huron Rd. (Room 1015). It is essential that each agency be represented fully, if the conference is to acllieve its purpose, and unless I hear from you to the contrary within the next day or two, I shall 3ssume tho.t you will attend. 

Sincerely ~ours, 

October 2. 1937. Milton P. Altschul 
Chainnan, »nplo~ent Committee 
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Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You will rec::.11 that in planning the observance 
of the 100th anniversary of Jewish settlement in Cleveland, 
the central ,u?1)ose has been to ~ive the Jewish conmunity 
a better understanding of its bD.clf&round, and to serve as 
an occasion on which Cleveland Jewry will re-dedicate 
themselves to Jewisa values and ideals, integrated with 
American traditions. The Centennial Coamittee is &£reed 
that in the light of this purpose, there could be no more 
appropriate opening to the Centennial jeek than s~ecial 
sermons on this theme by the rabbis in all of our temples 
and synagogues on the week-end of October 22- 23- 24. 

We are writing, therefore, to ask your cooperation 
in using that subJect for your sermon on the week-end in
dicated. Under se!)arate cover we are sending you o. digest 
of the history of the local Jewish coanunity, which mq be 
helpful to you. If there is aey further information which 
you desire, we'··shall be happy to su:pply it. 

You Illa¥ be sure that your cooperation will be ~reatly 
apprecintod. 

October 5, 1937. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Weidenthnl 
Ohainnnn, Centennial Commit-tee 
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Octo er 6, l ~7 

r. Milton P. iltachul, Chairman lmployment Committee, 
The J e 1h Co r.11Un1 ty Council, 
1001 Huron Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

dear llr. lt Chula 

I regret th t : twill not be poss ble tor e 
to attend the aeeting called for Octo er 7. I shall 
be out or the city that evening. 

With beat wiahea, Ir i n 

Very cordiall ·our, 

AHStBK 
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Rabbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I was very happy to learn that you will be able 
to participate in the Centennial Comnunity Meeting Sun
day evening, October 31, 8:oo p.m., at the Public Music 
Hall. We are lookiDg forward to an occasion which we 
hope will be outstanding in local Jewish history. 

We are asking speakers to come to Room 208 
shortly before 8:00 p.m., entering through the stage door 
(1300 East 6th Street). A guide will direct 70u to the 
room. Drees will be informal.. 

I shall look forward to seeing you at that time. 

October 28, 1937. 
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Rabbi A.H. Silver 
The Te11ple 
Bast 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silveri 

October 29, 1937 

I am enclosing a summaey of the meeting 
held late this afternoon with regard to a tabloid circular 
issued in the East 105th Street neighborhood on Thursday, 
charging that Mayor :Burton was in 1Hi tle r I a corner". I re-
cei ved a number of phone call• 111Dlediately from persons who 
were very indignant, and inasmuch as both 7ou and Mr. Simon 
were out of the city and it seemed imperative that your com
mittee should at least meet to consider the matter, a meeting 
was held with Mr. Baker act1Il8 aa chairman in his capacity as 
first vice-president of the Council. 

On the whole there wae no great divergence 
of opinion with regard to the circular and the conclusions 
which were reached. Unfortunately, I do not have a cow of 
the circular in the office, but I shall try to get one immediately 
to send to you, if one alread.7 has not found its way to 7our 
office. I shall be glad to discuss the matter with you after 
you have had an opportunity to review what has occurred. 
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,. Jewish Collll\lnit7 Council 

1. Attendance - !here were present: :I.II. Baker, acting chairu.n: Saul Danaceau, 
Kra. liq.ond Bau, and ~ack Peraq, of the Condttee; and 

Ben17 A. lloclcer • llabbi Armond :I. Cohen, Leon Wieeen.feld, lle7er Atkin, and Louis 
Singer. 

2. Purpose It was expiained that the meeting had been called in response 
to nuaeroua telephone calla which had been received by the 

Secret&r7, Tigorou.al7 con.deaninc a political newspaper which bad been distrfwted 
on !hur■da,', October 28, in the :last 105th Street neighborhood. The tabloid 
circular, 1a■uecl \J' \he 25th Ward C1t1sena Club and listing 1rank Sugaraan as 
editor, was dewted to a condemnation. of llq'or :Burton. aa being 11n Bitler•• 
Corner•. It contained ll'lllllerlu cartoon.a depicting Burton attending Basi meetings 
and rece1Ying the llasi salute. It also had reproductions of local newspaper 
articles on Basia■ in the United States. 

Complaints had been directed against the ge~eral nature of 
the circular, the specific statements made, the hlplication.a of the charges, 
and the effect upon the Jews of the city in new of the fact that a Jew was 
listed &a editor and it was dragging in.to the campaign a Jewish issue. 

3. Specific Charges !he Committee discussed the specific charges aade in the 
circular. With regard to the en.doreeaent of Kr. Burton by 

the StaatsTerband, Mr. !locker explained that this was a federation of about 
forty Geraan societies, and that it had regularly enfor1ed candidates in the 
past. Mr. B.ocker questioned whether it was a llasi organisation. Mr. Danaceau. 
on. the other band, believed that it was a lfasi group. Kr. Wieaenteld stated 
that the organisation. itself was not Basi, but that its chief officers were 
l'azi leaders. 

Mr. Bocker objected to the inclusion. of a l'azi song, and 
a reproduction of a lfui ■eabership card, ea,-ing that the7 bad no connection 

. with Kr. Burton, and were intended merely to mislead the readers. 

With regard. to the charge that Mr. Burton participated 
in a meeting in which J'ritz Xuhn had a prominent part,·Kr. Rocker stated that 
he had spoken. with Mr. Burton. and had been told that the Mqor had never met 
Kr. Xuhn. and that on. the date noted. he had in fact been out of the city. 
llr. Wiesenfeld stated that Mr. Burton hatl. .:. • ..;·_ participated in such a meeting. 
and that he had not been. out of the cit7 at the time. 

Mr. lhlrton had adai tted applauding a speech in Genaan a\ • 
one of the aeetince, · but said that he bad not understood the contents, and bad 
recently aade it a practice never to applaud remarks in a foreign lanpage. It 
was alleged tbat the speech referred to included 1tate■ent• deropto17 to Jew. 
llr. Wieaenfeld reported that Jira. Burton. under1tood Genum., and that she too 
had applauded that speech. • 

It had been charged in the circa.lar that llr. Burtoa an.4 
llr. Clua had ruled against a resolution. introduced b7 Councillll&D Victor Cohen. 
against racial and religious intolerance. !he cartoon. showed them raiainc 
such obJection. It wa1 explained b7 Kr. Boclcer and Babbi Cohen that llr. Clua 
had ruled against the for■ in. which the resolution had been dratted, and that 



-a-

after it had been altered slightl7, it had been passed. Mr. Burton had not 
raised his objection on the noor of the Council, as depicted, it was said, 
but in conference. 

The remainder of the discussion was concerned with the 
circular aa a whole, rather than the numerous other specific items. Mr. Wiesen
feld stated that Mr. Burton had attended the meeti~s referred to in the bulletin, 
and that the specific statements referring to them were correct. He conde1pned 
the circular a.a a whole, however, sqing that there was no truth in the charge 
that Mr. Burton waa anti-Semitic and pointing out that in his own public addresses 
oppoain& the reelection of the ll&7or he had made it clear that Mr. Burton was 
not an anti.Semite. Be thought that the circular was ve-ey poorly composed and 
said that he had not known of its publication until after tt had been printed. 
Be said that he might have prevented its distribution, but was not in a position 
to do so in view of the fact that the Jewish World bad published &n editorial 
written by Mr. Bocker declaring that there waa no Jewish issue in the aayoralty 
campaign. 

Mr. Persky stated that he bad attended one of the meetings 
referred to and that he had not aeen Kr. Burton give a Kasi salute. He had 
arriTed late, however, and did not know exactly what had preceded his arrival. 

Mr. Wiesenfeld contrasted the action of Mr. Burton with 
that of Judge Arthur Dq. The latter, after having been greeted in the Bazi 
manner at a German meeting, had made it clear to hie audience that he was not 
in appatq with such greetings and opposed the importation of foreign doctrines. 

Mr, Danaceau stated that he knew Mr. and Mrs. Burton well 
personally, and that the Mayor bad not been and was not anti-Semitic. The 
circular which had been issued was •stupid"• Bather, the Ma.vor had made a 
practice ot attending meetings of all kinds, as a political opportunist 
to build political fences, and that it the exact facts were presented with 
regard to this there could be no justifiable complaint. 

(Mr. Danaceau stated that the minute• ot the last meeting 
of the Committee which had been distributed had not accurately reported the 
conclusions and that he and the Committee had been accused of 1 white-•sh1~ 
Mr. Burton•. Be did not want thie to happen again. The Secretary reported 
that the minutes had not been distributed, but rather a letter had been sent 
in accordance with the instructions of the Comdttee, and read the letter 
to the group. !he letter was a general statement asking the representatives 
in the CollDIUllity Council to bring~ specific information regarding {1ct1tious 
Jewish iesuea to the Committee. Arr, criticism could not have been baaed upon 
the minutes, therefore, and must have been founded on rumor, the Secreta17 said.) 

4. Action Mr. Bocker explained that his interest in the matter arose 
from hi• concern with ite effect upon the Jen ot the city. Be recalled the 
experience a year before in which he ~.}>een 1nTolved &a a reaul t ot attending 
a meetinc which bad been inaccurately~ri'the newspapers as an attempt to secure 
the •Jewish vote•. even th0\18h he had made it clear that there waa no such thine 
as a •Jewish Tote• and that each Jew Toted as an individual j,aerican citi1en. 
Be had been held up to ridic,ile before the conmmnity, he said, aa a •peanut 
politician• as a result of the atateaent which the Committee of the C01111W1it7 
Council had haatil.J' issued, and was anxious that the currellt problem be ban4led 
properly. 



It was hie opinion that the implication of the circular clearl7 
was "Jewl Don't TOte for l3urtonl He is an eneDJT of the Jews&• He believed that 
moat pe~ple thought Kr. Burton to be fairainded, and that such charges, issued 
b7 Jews, would react againat the Jews and put them in a position of danger. If 
Jews inject au.ch iesues tocl.q, their eneaies will inject them tomorrow, he said. 

le stated that he would publish in the Jewish l'orld on Sun<tey 
morning, October h, a etroJig editorial under hia own name strongl7 condeatng 
the circular's charge that Mr. !urton was an •agent of Bitler•. Be believed that 
the Community Council should issue a similar statement. 

Be had no objection to an individual making speeches reflecting 
his personal endorsements, !IPd Mr. Baker agreed that the right of an individual 
to endorae a candidate wae:lmpaired b7 the purpose of the Colllllittee. He believed 
however, that the circular was 1 cheap and scurrilous• and that the Council should 
do what it could to suppress that kind of campaigning. 

It was Kr. liesenfeld1e belief that a statement b7 the Council 
would merel7 call forth a retaliatory- statem~nt b7 those who had issued the 
bulletin. He aaid that he had Authentic . information that the dail7 newspapers 
would ignore the matter. It waa Kr. Baker's opinion that in view of that fact, 
the Committee should concentrate on what might be done to prevent another similar 
statement from being issued. 

Kr. l>a.naceau reported that he had conferred wi t.h Kr. Gongwer 
following the last meeting of the Committee and had been informed that neither 
he nor the Democratic part7, insofar as it was possible for him to control the 
matter, wouldl perait the injection of a Jeri.sh issue in the campaign. 

Kr. Baker 11ummarized the concrlusions of the meeting, which were 
then accepted b7 the Committee& 

(1) Arq' indirldual has the right to express his point of 
new w1 th regard to a candidate. 

(2) The circular which had been issued was indecent, scurrilous, 
and infiammato17. 

(3) 'fhe Committee should do what it could to prevent the 
publication and distribution of another statement like it. 

(4) In the absence from the cit7 of the chairman, la.bbl SilTer, 
Mr. Baker was unwilling to assume the responsibilit7 of issuing any statement, 
and this should be deferred as to decision until llabbi Silver•• return. It he 
believed that a statement should be issued, it should be done in consultation 
with the Committee. • 

(5) Ina.an.ch aa there was al■oat no publicit7 in the dail.7 
press -- oal.J' one neftpa.per had carried a small item with regard to it -- it 
waa not believed wise to spread the matter b7 girlng it further general pa.blicit7. 



It aa screed ,hat it 8.JJ7 action were taken, the tacts in the 
matter should be clear so tbat it could not be construed aa a 1 whitewaah1 tor 
Mr. Burton. 

Mr. Wiesenfeld asked that the Collllittee reriew a atatement which 
ha•• preparing tor po.blication. It there were objection to it, he would 
not pa.bliah it. !he statement waa read, and it was screed tbat there waa 
nothing objectionable. 

!he meeting aa then adjourned. 

Philip Bernatein 

Secretar,-



I 
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loYMber 1, l9S'1 

Ir. Philip Bernstein, Seoretacy, 
The Jewiah C0111Dunit7 Council, 
1001 Huron Road, 
CleTeland, Ohio. 

I dear Mr. Bernsteilu 

Wae anything done by tbe Council 
in the utter of the •gentiles pret rrtJCI• a.de 
which haTe been appearing in the local reatT 
At the laet meetinc or r. Altechul.'e comaittee 
which I attended, eome plan wa work d out. 
I would app~ci..; te hi" ring trom. you. 

ABS1BI 

litb all good wishes, Ir in 

Ve ., oordiall ours, 
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Babbi .A.H. SilTer 
!he !eaple 
:laat 106 Street la Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear llabbi SilTer i 

BoTember 2, 1937 

~ollowing the meetinc of the Committee 
on SmploJ'llent, I wrote to the Anti-Defamation in Chicago • 
to aecure what information 1, might have on action taken 
in T&riou.a citiea, with regard to the problem of newapaper 
ad.a which 1tate •gentiles preferred•. You will recall that 
the Committee asked that thia be clone, as a basis for determin
ing the approach to be used here. 

A copy of the reply 11 enclosed, in which 
7011 will note that the League has no lcnowled&e of succeestul 
action in 8.JJ7 cit7, and itself ha.a not been able to meet the 
situation on a national acale. 

Due ,o the Ter'7 hea.,,- pressure of other 
mattera, I have not been able to do &n1"thing further since 
the receipt of this reply. Kilton Al.techul and I have arranged, 
however, to meet w1 th Jay lglauer on !hur1dlq" of thie week to 
work out a epecific plan of action with each newapaper. !he 
pla.na developed at that tiae will be carried through immediatel7 
thereafter. 

Your euggestio:na in thia, as in other matters, 
are of courae moat welcome. 

Cord1all7 yours, . 

~

' .. ~ ..... !J.~~ 
, """ nz> 4bx.wr.$ w 

Sec et&l'J' 

-



Hon. Harold H Burton 
Oity Hall 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Mayor :Burton: 

Novomber 6, 1937. 

The ,rass of yesterday, November 5, carried a report that 
a uniform parade in honor of Fritz Kuhn is being planned as a feature 
of the convention of the German American Bund to be held in this city 
on Saturd~, November 13. Assuming that the report is correct, ma¥ 
we take the liberty of suggesting that the city should feel constrained 
to withhold a permit for such a parade. 

There~ be an honest differonce of opinion on what consti
tutos reasonable limits of patience and tolernnce with the overt and 
provocative acts of individuals and groups whose sole aim, is to intro
duce into American life old-world hates and prejudices. We can even 
understand the reluctance of persons 1n authority to establish any 
restrictions of freedom of thought and action, out of fear of limiting 
those liberties which are sacred to democracy. Howover, to permit the 
use of our streets through the issuance of a pennit for a uniform 
parade of American Nazis, is an affront to the city and an insult to 
its citizens. 

It is bad enough that Cleveland was selected as the conven
tion city of the Nati group. To abuse our fortuitous hospitality by 
strutting the stroets of our city in a uniform suggestive of the con
tempt for American institutions and loyalty to a foreign government 
which blatantly preaches its hatred of derrocra.cy and openly advocates 
1 ts overthrow -- to permit the use of our highwqs for such an exhi bi
tion of anti-i.oericanism is not to honor the theories or principles of 
democracy, but to cheapen them and .si va cour~e to a movement which 
seeks their destruction. 

We trust that this will receive your very serious considera~ 
tion; and may we also express the hope, which represents the feeling 
of the entire Jewish comnunity, that the Nazi convention will not be 
graced by the presence of representatives of the city government appear
ing in their official capacities. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Max Simon 

President. 
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The Jewish Community C.ouncil 
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THE NAZI CONVEN'l'IOM IN CLEVEUND 

You undoubtedly have read in the newspapers that 
there will be a r 0.gional convention of the German American 
lhmd in Clevoland on Nove.nbar 13. The rm3ating will be held 
in the Sons of Italy Hall. 

We have b!3en cooperating actively with tho League 
for Human Rights Against Naziism to prevent any official 
rocogni tion of the maeti ng and to defeat 1 ts purpose. Dw, to 
the necessity of taking imnediato action, there was not time 
to call a meeting of the Executive Committee of tho Conmuni ty 
Council, and I trust that the enclosed letter will meet with 
your approval.. 

You will note that we have made it clear to Mayor 
!urton and to Assistant Safety Director Chamberlain that the 
Jewish people of the city strongly oppose the issuance of a 
permit for a parade by tho Nazi group, and the participation 
of any officials representing the cit7 government. Non-Tews 
have given their strong su.pport to this, and to date no per
mit has beon issued. Other steps are being taken by the 
League to deatro;y the propaganda value of the meeting. 

A meeting of the Executive Comni ttoe of the Council 
will be held in the very near future• and we shall inform you 
eoon of the exact date. 

November 8, 1937. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-
Max Simon, 
President. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

1001 Huron Road .. CHerry 8176 

To the E~ecutive 9mmo1 ttee: 

The Executive Committee will meet Monday evening, 
November 22, 8:15 p.m., at the Jewish Center. 

There are several matters which require the atten
tion of the Committee, and it will be a.n important session. 
Among them will be the question of further action with regard 
to the Polish situation. As you know, there has been prea
aure for a city-wide Jewish protost conference, and a com
mittee representing some of the groups in favor of such a 
step will be present to explain their point of view to the 
Committee. It is itq>Ortant that we ha.vo a full attendance, 
in order that tho question may receive the careful considera
tion it requires. 

Another item is the opportunity to make a census of 
the Jewish population of the city, with the cooperation of 
Howard W Green and the W .P.A.. funds which he has at his dis
posal. It has been suggested tha.t such a survey would be an 
essential basis for any future community planning, and Mr 
Green is prepared to proceed if the Comnunity Council will 
sponsor the project and give him the necessary assistance. 

In addition, recent Nazi and anti-Nazi activities 
in Cleveland, the expanded program undertaken by the Committee 
on Discrimination, and several other important developments 
will be considered, making ver1 full agenda. I trust that you 
will arrange to be present so that wo can start the meeting 
promptly. 

November 16, 1937. 

Sincerely yours, 

Max Simon, 
President. 



eo-1ttee on J'ictitiou1 Jewish Issues 
Jewiah Communit7 Council 
loTe~ber 18, 1937 

1937 MUIICIPAL CAMPAIGI 

1. The Committee met in June, months before the active campaign began, 
to consider what action, if any, it should take at that time. 

2. As a result of the meeting, a letter was sent to the representatives 
and presidents of Jewish organizations, reiterating the stand 
which the Communit7 Council had taken with regard to fictitious 
Jewish issues, and asking them to bring to the Committee info~ 
tion concerning specific false issues l'hich came to their attention. 

3. One of the ■embers of the Committee discussed the problem with the head 
of the local Democratic organisation informally, and was aasured 
that no such issues would be injected into the campaign if he could 
prevent them. 

4. The Secretary later discu.ssed the matter with the Executive Secretary of 
the local Republican organisation, and likewise was told that no 
such activities were contemplated, and that he would be contacted 
before any steps were ta.ken to combat fictitious Jewish issues if 
inJected by the opposing part7. 

5. The Council at its last meeting was reminded of the position which it bad 
taken in the matter, and members again were asked to bring aq in
formation bearing on the problem to the Committee. 

6. Du.ring the campaign. there was issued in the East 105th Street neighbor
hood a circular charging that wlla,-or :Burton la in Hitler 1s Corner." 
Several persons immediatel7 called the Communit7 Council office to 
protest and condemn the circular, and a meeting of the Committee 
was called immediatel7 to consider the matter. While there was 
general condemnation of the tone and conclusions drawn b7 the 
circular, the Committee agreed that to issue a statement would 
serve to give it further publicit7, and decided not to do this 
since the dail7 newspapers had almost completel7 ignored.the matter 
and it was understood that they would continue to do so, and inasmuch 
as the Jewish Daily World would print an editorial condemning i.t. 
(I don't know whether wou want to mention your action with regard 
to Mr. Wiesenfeld1s circular.) 

7. Reviewing the campaign, there was Teey little publicit7 (almost none) in 
the daily nenpapers with regard to Jewish issues, and this consisted 
of minor paragraphs buried in other general articles - in sharp 
contrast to the coluans of front page publicit7 and editorials 
which have featured previous campaigns. 



CHILEL lJASHP{ 

Youngstown !imee 
BovE1Dber 12, 1937. 

!hat the Jews in this country do not vote as a racial or religious 
bloc but as citizens with independent and widely Te.eying political views ha.a 
been dE1Donstrated often enough to be entirely convincing. Yet, in Bew York's 
exciting mqoralty election, a deliberate and danogogic effort on the part 
of some Jews and one Yiddish newspaper to rally Jewi ah voters for one of the 
candidates was made on purely racial grounds. 

Ignoring the fact that the Bas i1 have a const 1 tut ional right to 
parade in Bew York City and have paraded for several years, and taking advan
tage of the fact that the police department issued a pennit for a Bazi parade 
on the Saturdq before election day, Judge Jonah J Goldstein and Dr Samuel 
Kargoahea, editor of the Dq, attempted over the radio to brand )(~or La 
Guardia a friend of the Basia. Bot satisfied with the air waTea, Dr Margoshea 
also· made use freely of the columns of his paper. !hat these tactics failed 
must redound to the credit of Jrew York Jewry. • 

Rabbi Stephen S Wise was rightly inoignan1; and expressed himself 
to Mr Hillel Bogoff, m~ing editor of the Jewish Daily Forward, in the 
following manner: 

• .lt yov request that I express my opinion on the conduct of the 
DaJ' in the recent Bew York Cit7 elections, I must, to my regret, state that 
the attempt which the Da1' through its editor and publisher made to drag the 
Jewish question into the city elections which have just ended, is one of 
the sorriest chapters in the history of the .American Jewish COJlllnlnity. I 
cannot imagine ~ more serious profanation than to abuse the Jewiah name and 
to invent a Jewish issue so that with it the interests of a political party 
can be served. This was done by the Jewish ~. I s1DJpathize with it and 
its readers••••• lt is one thing to fall into error 1n the heat of a poli
tical campaign. But it is quite another thing to drag the Jewish name 
throup the mud and to eJtploit the Jewish iasu.e in order to serve personal 
egoistic purposes and the purposes of a political machine, such aa the Dq 
bas done. We can only hope that when a sober understanding and feeling of 
responsibility will return to the editor and publisher of the Day, they will 
beg forgiveness of the Jews whom they have insulted and betrayed by their 
conduct in the course of this campaign.• 
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Cleveland 

1001 Huron Road " CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Rd & East 105th St 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silvers 

I am enclosing copies of two articles which appeared re
cently concerning the storm created in newspapers by the attack on 
llqor La.Goardia in the columns of •!he Day• over the issuance of a 
permit for a Nazi parade. If you bave not alred,a.y seen them, they 
will be pertinent because of the question of the •Jewish Political 
Issue• which was created, and likewise because of our own attitude 
in Cleveland toward a Nazi parade. The Editorial in the 'Youngs
town Times• was reproduced, I believe, in other newspapers publish
ed by the owner, who operates a chain of Anglo-Jewish weeklies. 

With regard to the local political situation, Mr Simon 
would like very DDlch to have 7ou summarize the work of your Conmit
tee and the situation with regard to fictitious Jewish issues in 
our recent Mayoralty Campaign, at the meeting of the Executive Com
mittee, Mond.q evening, November 22nd. I am enclosing a brief mem
orandum, in the thought that this might be helpful to you. It is 
merel7 an outline which 7ou can fill in and supplement with the in
formation which you already have. If there is any further data which 
you wish, I shall of course be happy to aupply it. 

Cordially yours, 

November 18, 1937. retary. 



Minutes of a Meeting of the 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Jewish Community Council 

Monday, November 22, 1937, 8:40 p.m., at the Jewish Center 

1. Attendance There were present: Max Si~n. Chairman; Meyer Atkin, Phil-
ip Ber~stein, Rabbi Armond E Cohen, I Finesilver, Rabbi 

David Genuth, Mrs Sol Gitson, Mrs David Glasser, Mrs Joseph Goldhamer, George 
E Kath, Rabbi H-ugo Klein, Max Kohrnian, Abraham Koll in, Mrs Benjamin Levine, 
IR Morris, Aaron Permut, Rabbi Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Sidney N Weitz. 

2. Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of 
the minutes of the previous meeting of the Jewish Comrmmity 

Council was dispensed with. 

3. Centennial 

The Secretary reviewed and evaluated briefly the Centennial obser
vance which recently had been concluded. He explained that the observance 
had been undertaken as a means of furthering the constructive development of 
the Jewish comnunity, and had not been intended merely as a celebration. 

Many of the temples and synagogues had cooperated in opening the 
Centennial Week with special services and sermons; the tree-~lanting cere
cony on Sund~ afternoon, October 24, at the Hebrew Cultural Gardens had 
had the participation of descendents of the first Jewish settlers; the music 
concert had attracted an overflow audience of 1,400 persons, and had been 
unanimously judged as one of the finest programs of its kind in recent years; 
more than forty-five Cleveland Jewish artists, past and contemporary, had 
been represented in the art exhibit, the quality and variety of works sur
prising even the artists who had arranged it, and bringing very favorable 
conment from the many Jews and non-Jews who witnessed it; the historical 
exhibit at the Cleveland Public Library had been held there for more than 
three weeks, and likewise had attracted a good attendance and favorable com
ment, the closing community meeting at the Public Music Hall had been 
attended by 1,500 persons, and comment concerning the program had been en
thusiastic. 

It was recognized that the observance was not as extensive as some 
persons had desired, nor did it filter through to all elements of the com
munity as thoroughly as had been hoped. This was partly due to limitation 
of funds and staff, a total of $500 having been appropriated for the entire 
observance, and the work being done without any increase in the Community 
Council administrative or clerical staff. And while there had been wide par
ticipation from all elements of the community, the absence of many of the 
older families was noticed at the community meeting -- despite the fact that 
they had attended the art exhibit and some of the other events. 

With these lioitations in mind, it was pointed out that the Centen
nial had given a perspective, previously lacking, of the development of the 
Jewish commu.nity -- liabilities and assets -- which should serve as an impe
tus to further progress; had focused attention upon a constructive joint 
effort, instead of negative, defensive measures which had been practically 
the sole means of achieving any Jewish unity; had highlighted cultural attain
ments, bringing to wide attention creative activities of which I!IB.ny persons 
had been unaware, and serving as a stir.ru.lus to greater interest and achieve
ment; had brought together persons with common interests and skills, working 
together for the first tine in joint projects through the various Centennial 
committees, laying the groundwork for further similar effort and contributing 
concretely to community unity; had broadened and strengthened the Community 
Council's position in the community; and had brought about some very favor
able publicity and editorials in the daily newspapors, calling public atten
tion to the contributions made by Jews to every phase of the city's develop
ment, and serving to cement the place of Jewry in the general corrmunity. 
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Upon motion made, duly seconded, and unanimously carried, the 
Executive Conmittee expressed its gratitude to the Centennial Committee 
under the Chairmanship of Leo Weidenthal which had planned a.:.id carried out 
the Centennial observance. 

3. Nazi Convention 

Mr Morris reported the ovents associated with the recent regional 
convention of the Gorman American Bund in Cleveland, and the efforts which 
had been undertaken by the League for Human Rights Against Naziisrn and other 
groups to prevent public recognition of the conference and to counteract its 
propaganda purpose. The Mayor B.4"1d the Dopartment of Public Safety had re
ceived numerous telephone calls and let tors urging that no permit should be 
granted for a Nazi parade on the streets of the city and requesting that the 
convention should not be graced by members of tho city administration parti
cipating in their official cEq>acities. No parade was held, and no city 
officials took part. The City Council passed a resolution making it clear 
that the convention was not welcome in CleV·)land, and labor groups took the 
leadership in picketing the Nazi meeting, keeping away r.iany persons who pre
ferred to miss the meeting rather than walk through a picket line. About 
500 persons did attend. 

A protest meeting was held on the following night, addressed by 
Dr Eric Von Schroeder of Chicago and Dr Hans Simons of New York, under the 
sponsorship of the local German American Cultural Lea.e:,"'r'\18. About 600 persons 
ware present, and it was generally judged to have been very succossful. 

As a result of the activity, the daily newspapers had taken a much 
more positive stand in opposition to Naziism. It had been revealed that the 
local Nazi organization wa.s much smaller than had been believed, and that 
the anti-Nazi German organization far outnumbered the Nazi membership. 

The Cor.imunity Council had worked closely with the Anti-Nnzi League 
and had sent a letter to the Mayor and Safety Department. 

The activity of the League in distributing reprints of articles 
from prominent journals and other literature designed to point out what 
actually has been happoning in Garmany, and the nature of Nazi propaganda, 
was explained. There was considerable discussion as to how tm Jev,ish cozn
rmmity might be infor~cd more fully in these raa.tters, the state of the anti
Nazi boycott, and other activities of the League. It was believed that 
contact through boycott chairnen of the various groups left much to be 
desired, and suggestions included reprinting sone of the circulars in temple 
b~letins, written reminders to boycott chairmen, and organization of a 
speakers bureau through the Col!lr.luni ty Council to add.ress the organizations 
directly. It was recognized that the minutes of Cor.m1unity Council meetings 
served this purpose to some extent, and the full cooperation of the Council 
was offered to the League in bringing its message to the Jewish cor.ll'!lunity. 
In this regard, it was stated that there was apparontly a batter understand
ing and appreciation of the 11:rork of the Cou.-ricil and Le~"118, as evidenced by 
~omments recently made by various individuals. 

4. Polish Situation 

A Comnittee representing the Brisker organizations had been invited 
to discuss with the Executive CoJDC1ittee their views on local action concern
ing the plight of Polish Jewry. The discussion was prefaced by a briof sum
mary of the Council's attention to the problen, in '7hich it was pointed out 
that during the current year the Council twice had sent resolutions to 
Secretary of State Hull, the Polish Aabassador, and local Congressmon, pro
testing in behalf of the Jewish people of Cloveland the persecution of Jews 
in Poland and seeking the friendly intervention of the United Statos Govern
ment on the basis of Poland's treaty obligation to minority groups. A 
delegation also had gone to Washington for a porsonal audience with the 
Secretary of State and Congress1:ien, joining rri th representatives of other 
cities under the auspices of the American J owi sh Congress. 
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In every instanco, the State Department had expressed sympathy but 
had taken the stand that the United States was not in a position to inter
vene in matters which do not directly affect American citizens or interests. 
The submission of exhaustive briofs pointing to situations in the past when 
tha United States had intervened under similar conditions had not altered 
this policy. 

The Polish problem had been discussed at practically every meeting 
of the Council during the past two years, and on, one occasion no action had 
been taken when both the American Jewish Congress and Jmerican Jewish Commit
tee had advised against it. The suggestion at other times that a mass meet
ing or conference be hold ha.d not been accepted, because it was felt that 
the Council through representation of moro than 130 organizations already 
constituted such a conference; that the conference proposed in June would 
not have been effective in stirring public opinion since an anti-Nazi protest 
meeting had just been held, and repetition of the sar.ie method of protest 
zrould meet with public indifference; and that action by the Council, with 
proper publicity, would be as effective as any other form of protest in suay
ing public opinion. 

In June, the Brisker organizations independGntly had called a con
ference to consider protest action. The President and Secretary of the 
Council had attended, and had explained the Council's position in the natter. 
The Conference had delegated decision as to action to a Conr.iittee, which had 
decided to arrange na.ss deoonstrations. These had not been held, however, 
and recently an open letter had been published in the 11J ewi sh World" in which 
the Brisker organizations called upon the CoI!!!lunity Council to take action. 

Dr Oscar Halperin, the first to speak for the Committee, stated 
that during tho past few months the situation had changed rapidly, and the 
Cor.ir.iittoc had no concrote plan of action to offer at this time. He criti
cized American J eTtry for not having done enough for the J ev1s in Poland, and 
stated that the Community Council 1 s action had not had enough forco and had 
disregarded the wishes of thousands of persons in failing to call a r.ia.ss 
protest demonstration. In this situation we must follow our hearts and emo
tions, not merely our minds, he said. If for no other reason, we □ust make 
an energetic protest to satisfy our consciences that we have done our duty, 
he stated. Ho believed, however, that decision as to definite action should 
be deferred until after the national □eeting to be held in Washington soon 
by the !&oerican Jewish Congress. 

Mr Max Gordon, following Dr Halperin, reported that the 800 faoi
lies here from :Brisk ha.d been sending relief since the pogroms. but concerted 
protest action also was necessary. This had been postponed by the twonty
ei~ht organizations which had participated in the conferenco, in the beliof 
that the Comr.iunity Council y,ouJ.d take such steps, and they wanted to work 
with the Council. He obj3ctod to criticism of the conference because of its 
Cor.rnunist participation, it having been stated that Conr.runist groups wero 
using tho problem for their own ends. Ho believed that all groups should 
unite in this protest. Mr Fingerman, the third roo□ber of the Cor.i□ittee 1 
stated that the Council should have called a s~ecial meeting irncediately 
after the pogro1:1s. 

In the discussion, it was pointed out that the Council had taken 
those steps which in the judgment of the members appeared to be most effect
ive, and that it was not always possible to sntisfy any group when there was 
a divergence of views. The Council had not prevonted action by the Brisker 
organizations, as had been charged. On the contrary, it had been made clear 
that full discussion was desired. W'nat the Council did object to was initia
tion of oass protest by sin1l0 organizations, representing thecselves as 
speaking for the ontire Jewish co~ty. This was in direct violation of 
the position and purpose of the Council. Instead, it was asked that all 
groups should express their views at meetings of tho Council, abiding then 
by \he will of the majority. That wa.s the denocratic method, and 1 t should 
be followed within Jewish life as ,roll as generally, it was said. 
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Thero was also sor.ie discussion of other conferences recently held. 
It was pointed out that these had boen inspired and led by Communist groups, 
as ha.d boen the oa.rch in Washington a few ~s before. The sincerity of 
these efforts was questioned, in view of other statements concerning Polish 
Jewry alleged to have been made by Comrnu.nists, and it was said that the pro
tests were being usod by Communists as a means of placing thecsalves in 
positions of leadorship ar.lOng Jews. 

Inasmuch as no proposal had been ma.de for specific action, the 
discussion was closed with the sug5estion that a writton sunmary of the 
Council's activities in the matter be sent to the Brisker groups, and an 
invitation was extended to them to bring the problem to the Community Council 
for further discussion when they eo desired. 

5. Membershi;p 

The applications of the Kiever Hebrew Aid Society and the Alpha 
Orneca Fraternity were approved, to be recoimnonded for mecbership to the 
Jewish Comruni ty Council. The application of the Past Noble Grands Club was 
rejected, in view of the fact that its twenty-five members wore below tho es
tablished r.rl.nirnum, that it was a segment of a larger non-sectarian body which 
itself did not seek membership, and that its activities and position did not 
merit the special dispensation which would be necessary in view of its sub
minimum size. 

6. Nominating Cornmittee 

The Executive Conmittee had been given the responsibility of sug
gesting to the Council soven persons to comprise a Nominating Connnittee. In 
view of the lateness of the hour, a r.iotion was r.iade, duly seconded, and car
ried, that the Chairman appoint a Committee of three presons to na.ke such a 
selection, and to present these names to the Executive Committee at a special 
meeting to be held iinrnodiately preceding the next Council Meeting. 

7. Jewish Population Syryez 

The Chairman informed the Committee that the Community Council had 
the opportunity to make a census of the Jewish population of the city, through 
the offer of assistance by W.P.A. staff persons under the direction of Howard 
W Groen. In the discussion of the project, it was pointed out that such in
formation would be very helpful as a basis for planning various activities 
and services. It was expected that the J cwi sh Welfare Federation would supply 
any modest funds necessary in addition to that already assured, and it was 
agreed that the census should be recornr.iended to the CoI!ll!lunity Council, vn.th 
the understanding that the survey would bo made under the general direction 
of the Council. 

8. The meeting was then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) Philip !ernstein 

Secretary. 
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Minutes of a Meeting of the 
• JEWISH COM',fUMITY COUMCIL 

Tues~. December 14, 1937, 8:30 p.m., at the Euclid Avenue Temple 

1. M1nutea Copies having b~en mailed to all members, the reading of the minutes 
of the previous me9ting was dispensed with. 

2. Review o.L~n,u The Chairman reviewed briefly the following action: 

Masaryk Memorial, - As directed by the Council, a special Committee had 
drafted a resolution exPressing the regret of the Jewish community of Cleveland in 
the passing of the late·· Thomas G Masaryk. The resolution was read at a m9morial 
meeting by Rabbi Silver, and a copy had been sent to the Czechoslovakian minister 
at Washington. 

Nazi Investic~tion - Copies of the Council's resolution endorsing the 
Federal investigation of the activities of Nazi and other groups spreading racial 
and religious animosity had been sont to the designated Fed.er al officials. Sever al 
replies had boon received, some pledging vigorous sup·port to the inquiry. 

Fictitious Political Issues - The effect of the ~ork which the Council 
and its special Commit toe had been doing during tht-3 past two years to eliminate 
fictitious Jewish issues from political campaigns w::-.s ~vident in the last campaign. 
Whereas in previous years there had been columns of front page publicity and edi
torials concerning such issues, there was very little mention of them in the last 
campaign, and this was almost entirely buried in other general storios. One circu
lar had been issued in the East 105th Street neighborhood, but indications were 
that it did more harm than good to th0 grou-o which issued it. 

Past Noble GI:§.Il .. JUL.Gl\!b - Tho application for 100mbership of this group had 
not been approved by the Executive Cormnittee, because of its sub-minimum membership 
of twenty-five, its affiliation with a larger non-sectarian body which itself had 
not applied for membership, and its inclusion of sev~ral persons who were members 
of groups already in the Council. 

3. Christma,s Programe in Publ~~ Schools The Secretary reported that conferonces 
were in progress with the authorities 

of the Shaker Heights schools, to seek the elimination of objectionable Christmas 
and Easter practices. It was roctl.lled that similar conferences had been held with 
the Superintendents of the Cleveland and Cleveland Heights Schools, in which they 
had pledged their cooperation, and that since that time only one complaint had been 
received with regard to these schools. The work of the Commit toe had been made 
difficult, however, because Jewish parents had permitted the practice to grow in 
the schools ,1ithout objection, a.nd even when asked by school officials, had indi
cated approval. The necessity of full cooperation from the pl.rents was stressed, 
and representatives of the various organizations and particularly of the temples 
and synagogues were asked to emphasize this to their memberships. 

In this connection, Julius Schweid urged that temple leaders give similar 
concern to the practice of some Jewish families in having ChJtistmas trees and ex
changing Christmas gifts. It was also reported that during the past two years the 
opening day of Freshman Week at West •~rn Reserve University had fallen on Yorn Kippur. 
Although the university had written the Council that Jewish students would be ex
cused without penalty, the Council was asked to see whether the conflict could not 
be avoided entirely in the future. 

4. Arbitration It was reported by Philmore Haber that since the Jewish Arbitra-
tion a.~d Conciliation Court had been established by the Council 

last Spring, about ten cases had been brought to 1 t, and that most of them had been 
settled without resorting to fonnal arbitration . .An example was the collection of 
back salary for a person v,ho had been a teacher at a Jewish school which wa.s no 
longer in existence. A case requirin~ formal o.rbitration had been an election dis
pute in a congregation. 

Tho Court also was attempting to settle controversies between Jewish 
individuals and Christian or public institutions, r,hore the good name of the Jewish 
comnnmity was affected. Such a case had just been handled, involving a Jewish man 
and the Paront Teachers Association of a public school, and an open split in the 
community had been prevented. 
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It sometirnos·had required a long p~riod of negotiation before some of the -parties in disputes had consented to arbitration, Mr Haber Qtatcd, and i t was hoped tr.at one of the by-products of the Court would be to create o. wi r.espread sense of r:: sponsibili ty among Jewish individuals and groups for the welfare of t h e entire 
t:":wi sh community, and that they would guide their actions accordi ngly. In r evi ew
lug the situation as a whole, however, it was his belief tha·t since the Court was 0.1·g~ni zed there had been fa.r less wifa.vora.ble publicity concerning Jewish di. spute s 
J.;h .an in many years . 

5. Oentennial The Centennial Observance which had been planrad and sponsored by 
the Jewish Comnnmity Council, was reviewed and evaluated by Leo Weidenthal. He stated that the various events had been on a high standard and had attracted large audiences. Included h~d been special sermons in the synagogues and temples; a tree planting ceremony ir:. t l :..e Hebrew Cultural Gardens; a. music concert attended by an overflow throng of l, 1100 ; o.n art exhibit of works by more than 45 past and contemporary Cleveland Jevi sh artists; an historical exhibit at the Publ~c Library which was on display for more th,~n three weeks; and a corrm'Wlity meeting attended by 1,500. The respons3 to th~ sessions hnd been enthusiastic, and the event had been recognized nationally by a message from President Roosevelt, and civically by the na~ing of a new parkway for the first Jewish settler. 

While the project had been limited by finances and staff, the Centennial appeared to have achieved the following results: (1) it had given the Jewish comm~:.nity a perspective of its past development, which should serve as an impetus to further progress; (2) had centered attention upon a constructive joint effort, instead of the defensive measures which had been alnx,st the sole moans of achieving any Jewish unity; (3) had highlighted cultural activities of which many persons 
had not been aware, stimulating further interest and attainment in these fields; (4) had brought together persons of similar skills to work together for the first time in joint Committees, contributing concretely to community unity~ (5) had strengthened the Council's position in the comnnmity; (6) had brought very favorable publicity and editorials in the daily newspapers, serving to cement the place of Jewry in general civic life. 

6. Nazi Activities Sunl7larizing the recent anti -Nazi ac tivities, IR Morris 
reported the following: 

Six-Dw Bicycle Race - The League for Human Rights was agreed that persons opposed to Nazism should not attend the races, since the Gerillal) riders undoubtedly would carry aw83 a substantial part of the ticket money in prizes, and a portion of their tax peyment to the Gernan government would then be used for Nazi propaganda in this country. There would be no widely publicized boycott of the races, however. 
Boycott - All of the large local stores were cooperating completely in the boycott of German goods, with the exception of one which had some German toys. Sears-Roebuck was still selling German merchandise, however, as were all the Five and Ten Cent Stores, except Neisners. 
Nazi Convention - Numerous letters and telephone calls had come from both Jews and non-1 ews to the M~or and Safety Department, asking that no permit be issued for a Nazi parade in conjunction V1i th the regional convention of the German American Bund which was held in Cleveland on November 13. The Cormnunity Council was among those who had sent such a message, and no permit had been issued and no parade was held. The City Council had passed a resolution unanimously stating that the convention was not welcome in Cleveland, and the C.I.O. had picketed the meeting as a measure of protest. .1 successful anti-Nazi meeting had been arranged on the following evening under the auspices of the German American Cultural League. 
Professor Polt - The ''Union Leader", labor newspaper, had published an article concerning the Nazi salute given by Professor Polt of Western Reserve University at the convention, and reprints had been distributed widely . .1 letter concerning his action had been sent by the League for Human Rights to President Le1:1tner. 
News;pEl)ers - The daily newspapers recently had taken a much more aggressive stand in opposition to Nazi activities, particularli after it had been 

learned that the local Na%i membership was smaller than had been believed. 
German Films - The J.ssccia.ted Theaters had ·0roken the lease which had been made innocently with a group intending to show Gorman-ma.de films at the Gordon -Square Theater, and at considerable financial sacrifice ho.d leased the theater to ar.other group showing Austrian and Hungarian pictures. While these were in the German language, they were not sympathetic to the .i!n.zi r egime. 
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Li tera.ture - The Le,:lgue for Human Rights had distributed considerable 
quantities of rep1:·ints of ant:i .. -~n.zi articles. Organizntions desiring S'l'.ch m:i.tP-rt n.J. 
f~r their membership were asked to call the League office. 

In the discussion of the repcrt by Hr Wiesen:eld, Mr Schoenfeld, and 
:-ithers, it was stated that the local Staa.tsverband was corr.pos~d of forty irrz:.10r-t~nt 
Gc-H·man organizations and that it was controlled by the Cleveland Nazi leadGrs. A 
l .qrge number of German groups were being subjected to Nazi propaganda, by Nazis 
·~vho were working within their membership, It was stated also that t he German 
?.:'und Table was more dangerous than the German American Bund. The acti vi t is s of 
?Orne Western Reserve University professors said to be leaders of tho l ucc,1 p:~0·-
1Ta.~i and pro-Fascist groups were discussed, as was the necessity of prave.:1t i 't'l.g 
,:..uothEff German student exchange. These matters were referred to the Ant i --i~o.zl 
League for further at tent ion. It was stated that in general, however, there 
a~~eared to be developing a stronger anti-Fascist sentiment in the comrrro.nity, and 
t hat the primary task was to strengthen and spread this attitude. 

7. DiscrJmination in Eamloyment The CoI!lI!littee dealing with the problem of dis-
c imination in eL~loy::nent, headed by Milton 

A-1 tschul, reported the following activity; it was contacting indi vidua.l employers 
e~ou +, whom apparently authentic reports had been received that they were discrim
ir.ating;had taken steps to secure the cooperation of prominent Catholics in con
tacting the newspapers to have them discontinue publishing advertisements of 
nc-f3ntil e Preferred" and "Protestant Preferred n; had held conferences with placement 
d.i.:rectors of three more collaees and er1ployment agencies, to secure valuable infor
riation and to get their consent to r ef r ain from any practices which might s"Ut5gest 
disc~imination to employers; and was planning additional conferences with groups of 
large Jewish employ0rs. 

A meeting also had been held recently with representatives of the various 
Jewtsh organization n directly concerned with the problem of vocational guidance and 
placement. The group had recommended that the Jewish Welfare Federation and the 
Cl~veland Welfare Federation jointly should take steps to bring about an expanded 
program of vocational guidance in the public schools, and would continue to meet to 
give further attention to the special Jewish a spects of the problem. 

8. ~rican Jewish Congress Abraham Y\.Qllin r eviewe d briefly the recent confer- •: 
. ence of the klerican Jewish Con~ess held in Wash~ 
ington, stating that among the matters considered were discrimination in employment, 
the possibility of suits for criminal libel against individuals who slander the 
Jewish people, and the situation of world Jewry. The conference hnd ~~pro ved pians 
whereby two-thirds of the delegates to its conference in June, 19:38, would be 
chosen by airect election, and the other third by national Jewish organizations. 

9. Polish Jewry .A. delegation was present from t he Jewish People's Committee for 
United Action Against Fascism and Anti-Semitism, with Mr Eleph 

and Mr Laid.man as spokesmen. They reported that a cor.f'e tence called by their • 
group had sent a delegation to Washinston which joined with one thousand other 
delegates from various cities to meet vdth the Secret 8.ry to the President, with 
Secretary of State Hull, and with some Congre ssmen, to seek aid for the Jews of 
:?oland. They announced that they were plannin(; a Tag Day to raise funds for Polish 
Jevrry, and that there would be a mass meeting on Thursday, December 16, to hea~ the 
report of the Washington dele~ates. They asked the Con mmity Council to take a 
positive stand in the matter and to call a conference of all Jewish organizations 
to take appropriate protest action. If a united front of all Jewish or ganizations 
were achieved and such a conference w3re called, the Jewish People's Committee 
would give up their independent actio :1. 

The request was discussed at length with Messrs Wiesenfeld, Wold.man, 
Altshuld, Curtis, Atkin, Adelstein, Rabbi Cohen, and others participating. It was 
r:1iated in the discussion that most of the thirty-six t;roups said to be included in 
the ~eoplc:s Committee were really branches of the Corranunist organization, and 
that the Council should not unite with a group which condemned the pogroms in 
Poland while supporting them in Palestine; that the Committee had never contacted 
the Council before taking independent action; that it had merely repeated what had 
·been done by the American Jewish Congress cluring the past sunmer, and had so timed 
its work as to harm in part the Congress' l ast conference in Washington; that 



J 
-4-

reports from Poland indicated a change of attitude toward the Jews by the Polish 
government, that nothing should be done which would turn the government back to 
anti-Semitism, and that action should be ga.ided by the advice of Polish Jewish 
leaders; that the Council already had done what the Committee was requesting, since 
it had taken a positive stand in the matter and in effect was in itself a confer
ence of .the Jewish organizations of the city; and it was proposed that the Cuuncil 
should vote a censure of the mass meeting and the Tag Day. An alternate proyo sal 
~~s that the Council should appoint a Committee to confer with the People's Com
mittee further in the matter if the latter would agree to give up its own plans 
for the time being, but the representatives stated that they had no authority to do 
this, Instead they extended an invitation to send a speaker to the ma.sa meeting, 
~hich found no expression of acceptance. It was stated finally that the fundamen
tal basis for the Council's existence was that it represented the Jewish community 
of the city, and that any proposals should be brought to the Council for action, 
a:>iding by its deci.sion. The fioor of the Council was op.en to all groups. 

10. Nominating Comn,ittee The Council elected the following persons to constitute 
a lomine.ting Comnittee: Eugene H Freedheim, Chairman; 

Mrs David Ralph Hertz, Rabbi Israel Porath, George Mayer, Meyer Weintraub, Max 
Kohrman, and George Kath. 

11. Jewish Population Study The Council approved a motion to cooperate in a pro-
posed survey of the Jewish population of the city, 

to be conducted under the directien of Howard W Green with W.P.A. funds and staff, 
Y:i th proper guidance. Organizations would be expected to supply the names and 
::v\d.resses of their members. The information would be helpful in planning various 
Je~ish educational, recreational, and other facilities and services. 

12. Membership Upon recommendation of the Executive Committee, the Council 
granted membership to the Kiever Hebrew Aid Society and the Alpha 

Omega Fraternity, and special representation to the Montefiore Old Home. 

13. Announcements Announcements were made of the dramatic production by the 
Ohio State Hillel Players to be given at Severance Hall Sun

dey evening, December 26, under the auspices of the B1nai B'rith Cleveland Auxil
¼~Y~ and of the several citizenship classes being offered without charge by the 
~•nai B'rith and Council of Jewish Women in various parts of the city. Applica
tion for the latter could be made to the Council Educational Alliance of the 
Council of Jewish Women o ffi ca. 

14. New Years Eye Celebrations Rabbi Cohen called attention to the fact that 
some Jewish organizations were planning celebra

tions on New Years Eve, which feil on a Friday. He said that Rabbi Silver and 
Rabbi Briclmer concurred with him in the belief that every effort should be made 
tQ cancel or postpone these events, and that if this were impossible in some cases, 
at least no general publicity should be given to them. This conflict had been 
avoided by the social clubs in Chicago, and similar action had been urged by the 
rabbis in Buffalo. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) Philip Bornstein 

Secretary. 



, 
• -

. 
ELECT , EFFICIENT 

MCWILLIAMS The 25th Ward Citizen TOLERANT ,,. 

MAYOR HONEST 
I 

1220 E. 105!!! ST. 

PUIUSIIED WEULY IV THE 251!!WARD CITIZENS CLU8 IN THE INTEREST OF BETTER GOVERNMENT AND BETTER UNDERSTANDING AMONG AMERICAN CITIZENS 

NEW NAZI SONG 
'l'HI DOIL IS THE FATHD OF THE JEW 

w ... Goff Ala'9ify __. Mis wwfd 
He tH•jllt of diH.,..,,, ,_...,_ 

,.,,,_ .. , N-,roes. c., .... , Jewn. 
WIHI all thlr •9'1 '-cfl. 

••• Gera••-. were •ofter .,.., 
To •••• , .. lorfl ., .. ~ 

Th ,_,,,e field• fNf ,_, .... 
c .. " well NH c•'""~-

a.t .... • Mo Jewl Ho w .. fd Hf • 
J'6e ,-rf fht .. ••• •ldde-. ,.,..,,...,.,Nhet .. 
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n.■ hthDfflMfhJ,_. 
TNlr wretchd, NITf4 ,-.,. 

H• ,...te4 Me• Im h•NJ row••..._ ... ,,_.._ 
Tl. r.i,-1;. ,_'-'•I lfflll nla I•~ .. 

(ftla II~- dla 111 I,_) 

D CAIi ilD WILL PJIOVB 'l'O 'l'IIB CITJZBIS OP CLEVB

LUJ> 'l'JIAT JIUOR HAROLD B, BUR1'0lf IIAS BED VSED 

8J' TBB LOCAL IAZI ORG.UIZATIOX OX JIAft 
" OCCASIOllS, 'l'BA'l' llAYOR BU'Jl'l'Oll HAS ACCEP'l'BD JIAZI 

. m,p I.JI HIS CJJIPAiqJI, THAT ~ LOCAL ~I 

CIIICWIUdtOW BAS aDORUD BlJI POlt RB-BL'BC'!IOJI, 

Ill) 'l'!IAT MU LlW)IRS IS THIS Cift ARB CALLUO 

ALL C111RU11 lOTEBS '!O SUPPORT AID VOTB JIOll 

IIUIITO• JIOB UlWlo 

I 

F111Tz·l(u1-1'-1 '/ N•Y· 

CLEVELAND NAZI ENDORSE 
MAYOR BURTON 

~ 11ldrq,ilfllldn lid 1>om eld!Nrianll rn,annt ......,, 
... ............, UQ ... ....ifdiaa llitJtrn ~-IIOffl flit 
We r..n.a)e Mrtmndflmlla" I" ...,,_ 

Bir ffll6tm d kt1IIII olJ ■11lere 1)fli61t, -,. Nir !Qr Gffllt 
-,,r- Ila lKlttmmifttr ec,tolll t. l!urm, llmt ~•ut!li-
- fiil\ lthlt 1loot1cmt, griilllllill !\rt~. furdJtt•J• unll llllbtia•. , 
.....U.,,,1 a,,r Bit~\I t,,flml Pl mil>f•-lrn. 1!Jir 1Jou .... 
t1 Mt IUI_,,_,. 11ft, ~ ~1' f. l8u?ton kt etaM en..,,. 
_. bit Njlt, "dilfllu 1111~ 11111 ■1taiQflm mit 9olitif bmailif!u 
11!a11aUu111 Ill kn ~ 21> ~"" -mt ... I. Cf< ftrfil fllr 
.a ..,. ~l!Jmul, be1I !Dir 1cm GIii !lulltr le ..... un~ ifl bOII 

flt- pofmllflt• 11oll al,intio-
~ • h f. IJ•llet 
Ott. l!dluUu, 
t••• lnohrl. 

r 1-, t WHO-IS BE!-~•• ,t t-! 
I.-· PRESIIBNT. OTTO L;,,'lllCKE, GOD-FATHER 

- -- - - - Jt.U:r--:rtllf -CLE1ilUJJID 

CHAIRIWI .OP 1'IIE E!OAf OP Tl!USTEBS 

JIAJ!TilbSLER 

Cl!Al1DIA1' OP POLITIC.t. ACTION COIOII'l"l'D 

RIV. J'DBI B. FBISBL 
WBLL UOWJI JIAZI ORATOR AJfD All'rI•SDIID 

ISOt..lTEllWS 

NAZI· LEADER IN AMBICA 

HARBONY HALL• 2515 ffiANKLIN AVE.• FEBRUARY 21, 1936 

MAYOR BURTON AND WIFE A'l"l'END NAZI !fEETillO AND 

ARE IN'f RODUCED Sf FRITZ KUHN OF NEil YORK., HITLER'S 

AMERICAN REPRiSEBTATIVE. A?m .LF.AD1'.R OF AIIERIKADEUTCBER : 

VOLKSBUNI>. 
JIAYOR BURTON lJAS ACCLAIMED AS A •TRUE FRIEND" BY 

ALL JfAZI PRESENT A?ID GIVEII THE IAZI SALUTE. 

SIIASTllA PUGS J>ECOPA'l'BD fllB S!rl'I'P.E ".Al.J:• 

FRANK SUIARMAN. EDITOR 

NAZI MEMBERSHIP CARD 

z..r~==~-== ................................... -------
~ ..... ..,,.o,..._. -o■l1111U'l'PS, IS'llll. \. L 

~ Nr. cr_g~• 

- :::l/.ilkr"-./J.4M.~ 

-«.:: . .,~•1··~· 
""- /~t ... ~,✓. ... r!lr.. 
..... - ,t_ .°'1,...r. //"P 
~«.r4~ 4, ..,.) 
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Thi, lllftllbenhip card, with ,waacib i...- • Nclt con,, -
p,aenred co TIMES Rcporta JONC. ~--,-. ,.__ 
ily name of Hellmut 01,awinder, he .;...I ~ 

'Y ...... i11NewY.t. 

OUR THJIEB WELL-EDITBD DAILY·PAPERS SELDOll 

RETRACT REPORTS AND STATEIIEJft'S PUBLISHED SY THEIi. 

THIS IS TO THEIR CREDIT, 

THE STATEIIEll'!S PRill'l'ED Ill THIS ISSUE ARB 

ACTUAL REPRODUCTIOWS 0~ ARTICLES PUBLISHED A1ID 

' NEVER RETRACTED BY THE CLBVELAJD PRESS, JIDS 

AlfD PLAI• DBALJ!R, fllB TBftEE PllillCIPAL SUPPORTERS 

OP HITLERS •LOCAL• CAIDI!)ATE. 

... 
WE CAN AND W!LL PROVE TO THI:: CITIZENS OF CLEVELAND 

THAT MAYOR HAROLD H. BURTON HAS KNOWINGLY AJfl) WILL

INGLY FROIIOTED THE tfAZI CAUSE 11' THIS CITY, AND IS 

THE OllLY MAYOR IK AlllEflICA WHO HELPED STRENGTP.EJf THE 

KAZI CAKPAIOM AGAINST JEWS, NEOROBS, CATHOLICS, 

PJiOTESTA!ITS, AJfO ORGANIZED LABOR. 

I 

,\Q\l.,! 

~ 
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' % \\ 
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Km.._.._..._ ol ~ v•ella.nd. ·• ht- addnNed p_._ of July 
-el,.,_ MC..., Siesf~ Y~ .... Llalld. Hia lilcemn inducled cwo TIME 

HARMONY HALL MEE.TING - fEB. 21.1<}36 

TRUTH /SSTRANGER THAN FICTION/ 

Jews, Catholics, Negr_oes, Look Out/ 

, 



CITY COUNCIL CHAMBEQ-NOV. 25, 1<335 
MR. PRE31D£NT .. I 

0PPOS~ COUHCILM -THAT IIESOI.UTION 
IS ILLCGAL /IHD 

SMOULD 6£ WITH
-ORi>.WN - - - - - -

AM;~g,N=: 
PAATICIPATI 
IHTHEOL 
GAMtS IN- -
GCRMAHY!.

e ere.- -

HITLER CLOSES 
NAZI CONGRESS, 
ATTACKS REDS 

Says Jewish Problem Is World
Wiclt and "Muat Be 

Solved" 

-
--IIHRODUCI NG 
--BU 
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"'~\V 

-----
_,::_ ~-=:. 

NVENTION- NAZI 
DISTRICT LEADERS 

~GE:RMAN CE.NTAALE 
f'AQM, PARMA,O.·JULY4,"36 

C0.llC!L Cli/ulu:R AT CITY lIALL JIOVDBBR 26th, 193& 

cocr.acILUI VIC'l'OR COREIi, REPRISBIITIXG 'l'BI 27th 

m.JID,. IITJIO!)"lCI:10 A RESOL'.JTI0I C0IIDIIIIEIIO Tl!B 

OrPJU-;SSI0JI OP nws A!fD O'l'l!u IATI0■ALiff 0110UP8 

P.! ~IS .AJrD OPPOSIJC A!~ICAJI PAP.TICIPATI0I 

MAYOA AND MA5. 8<.JRTON APPLAUDING NAZI 
GEO. fORBOESES .SPEECH JULY 4 J936 Al 

Gi.r.:.:JII CENTR.ALE 1-"ARII, PAlillA,0., JULY 4TB 1930 

CO?.'VEWTIOI OP IUDDLE-WEST IAZI 0ISTJIICT 

L&\m:RS. 14 S'l'Aff:S P.EPRESElfTEI) 

Ill· T!Ji: GDJlil 0L'DIPIC8. LAW T)lRlX:'l'OR CLtJJI RULED 

'l'JIII RIIIOLISIOW l~AL All!> MAYOR BORTOll Jili'QUESTED 

IIJI. C01IEI '1'0 .~TBDRAit I'f. 

THIS SAD Jl1'SOLIJT101 WAS PASS!O Br TRI CITY 

OOVSCILS or JIEI YOU, PBILADELPHU, LOS ASGELES, 

IICIVIR, S'l'. I.OtJIS, PITTSEUJIGH, AID lloSTo•. 

DOAIITMENT 0P' STATE 
CGWN_,. 

i:r. .-c.1"1' ;)orle,. 
1AI040 -114 _ .... , 
..et c1evolalld, Ohio. 

Su.sen 
Sterliriqs 
·Brother· 

'lK6 ··;.s'I ~c.a.. :a .. ..7JICtJ».;, n ;.; • at ~ .. good, as 

1DOOrporc·te4 ...,,ril 1 ..... l9~iot tor• r-rorit, bJ' 

.1-.iijO!l&r··•• J.l.Tbau•r 11114 J.Li-r.dl:&y --,1~ ·•• 

.lilliaa l. Theuer, 15515 Atro1 t 

Jlaas ot ottlcera ot not ror :;-rot'1t c~ri;ontlona 
... 

Gr.AMAN CrNTRALL fAAM 
PAAMA~OUIO 

SAIIE DU 
GIIUIAJI CD'l'IIAta PAJ-.11, PAIIIIA, o., J~. ,m 19M 

GIIORGI JIORBOXU, IIIWAIIDI KAZI LEADER SPOKE 

AJID A'l'TACDD ALL .JElrS PJIICAUII OF THE AIITI-0ERIAJI 

BO?CO'l'T. BE VRHD EXTERIIIIATIOJI OF ALL .JDS HERE 

Al II GIRUJrt, AID URGED I COUIM'ER-BOYCOTT AGAilfS'l' 

AIIERICAII Jal. HE RECE!VID A GREAT OVilTIOJC .AJIID 

CBDIS OF •HBIL HITLER", 

■ATOR BUFTON AlfD IIRS. 'EURTOJI STOOD AND JOINm 

Ill 'l'HE CHEERIIIG AlfD APPDDSE. 

ALL PRESDT WORE RA2f SLEEVB 1W1DS AlfTl TKE 

PLACE WAS DECORATED WI~ASTIXA FLAGS. 

an not anilabl~, troir. the Tax ~c,r.alasion ot Ohio. The Clevehnd Press· 

Cleveland~ 
~ecreetion Commissioner 
~ 

~WISS HALL:.. WALTOH AVE.. 
OCT. 28, 1936 · WEST Sri:>E 
Gt:RMAN TING~ '~ 

V 0 

~~o" 

' . 
~Jlf. 

Oo 0 

( l-/1s ;"' 

OC'l'OBER 28th, 19~9 ~IS°S. RALL, WALTOl'I A\'E., 

WEST SIDEUERIU.HS HOLD All'l'I"-ROOS~'Vlil.T ~lWO. 

11AU SPEAXJIRS OPPOSE ROOSEVELT, SAYIJIG BE ~-AV0RS 

JEIJS AWi> C0lllrullISTS, JIAYOR B1.IRTOW ALSO A'ITACDD 

ROOSEVEL'l', BU'l' SAID 1'0THING ABOUT JEWS BEIRO 

BR0UGB'l' IJITO THE CAllPAIGH BX .AJITI-SEltllTIC SP1:AJCERS. 

CLEVELil"D, THURSll\Y, SEPTEllBER 16, 1937 

FINDS III'l1ER BOOK 
PRIZED POSSESSION 

OF NAZI-AMERICANS 
lleperter Reveals ._. Activities of Germana In 

U. S. Who Belong II Bunds; Finds Feeling 
Strong Allllllt Non-Members 

~'.AYCF. l'li.JF.TOI ,.,. WIFE lFliIVE. Clurl'ED 'MITH 1.AZI 

;,l,LUTE, HEIL, ETC. AJ(WIC.AII AID IIAZI FLAGS 

?'I.TINO• ~AY0R EUf.'l'O. IHTR0D~C1'D BY IIAJiTII 

JCESSL.ER, PR~:tDDT OP '1'HE CLEVELAJID JIAZI 

OF.(;AJIU.TI0i, iWHO PROCLAIIG:D BUR'l'Olf AS A 

Ff.IEIID OP ALL HAZ1. BIJRTOI II REPLY PRAISED 

ALL ?~ A>i:> COJCGRATULATED 'J'HBII 011 'fflEIR 

WORK. ALL PP.E:SDT THD 8.AIG THE Ga>.JWI STORJI 

'l'ROOPER JIARCH ARD THi •aoRS'l' ifESSEL• SORG, B0'1'II 

OF 7iBICB ARE lfflllfS 0_F...!!!IL,ACAIIIST .TEWS. 

•BJCDft• 
91iollST nsm, SOJO• 

-"WBD PIIOII ff SIIORI> .TDISB BLOOD DRIPS 
II? CDIIAX 80UL. 18 Cl.EAJISED" • 

Zaolt hnll7~•= efer or -.. a.;; r.., 
cawa,~ l.egtm Couou. Nit ua .., n.1etp 

ot llu1 Cl'Ollpe la ctneJ.u& ..... , .. Ua .U tor 

aottoa OD tJa• roaollalloa 4ft9ll 11r A1lu 7-nu• 
or Coluabua. 

•I laau Ileen to at 1-•• no ••ttnce on 

Clnvelara4'• •••I Stde la tile laal year, al 

_n1e111 tJa• 11az1 nuttta r1ag waa 41aplqod 

and aaJ.utecl,• COlill!lader Peraty aau. 
• ften 1• rooa ln 'Chia country tor olll7 one 

tlag, tbe .laertoaa tlag,an4 •• reel lt 1• 

•lmont - treaaonabl• to peraJ.t ne aa.tuunc 

ot • toretgn r1c bJ' Amrtoana.• 
• Jle.&11•'• raotal pnJu41oea,tt•• 41otatorall!p 

•1•,1ta whole bacql'OWl4 of undU10oratto aotton, 

an la 41not oontllot wUh AaertO&ll 14Nln and 

wlth tho ooa111teatl7 1tated AaerfO&D1aa pol1oles 

or tb• Legion.• 

JULY 22 . 1936, CU:Vl::LAIID CEI.E!!RATES 140 

JiJLY 22, 1936 

CLEVELAND CELE": RATES 140 Yl:JIRS MIJII'l:i::hSAR? 

LEAGIJE AGAINST ~AP. & FASCISM PFOTESTS TO MAYOR 

BURTOII AGAINST NAZI PA.~TICIPATIOH IN THE PAP.ADE. 

EURTON RULED THAT SiYA$TIKA l4AY BE DISPLAYED :nn1 
THE AMERICAN PLAG. 

MAYOR P.UP.TON WAS TJiE FIRST IIAYOR IN Alll:RICA 

TO M:,KE SUCH A RULING.1 



CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
__________ C_L.;:_E_V:-E_L~..:..A~D. MQNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1937 

The Cleveland Press 

TIii 25111 Ward Gathering 
lltlght,ortiness II Need SAYS U.S. NAZIS 

WAIT "DER TAG'' 
TO SEIZE NATION 

, 
Chicago Paper Reveals Its 
Survey Showing Strong Anti

Jewish Fascist Group 

s, r,nfttrl Prc.,s 
CHICAGO. Se.,.. t-The Chlcaao 

'!'Imes &aid in a coP}Tighted story 
today that. it had COJ¥1pleted a 'six 
month&' under-cover tnvesU,aUOn 
•hkh revealed an army of JO.GOO 
American Nazis JftJ)U1ns i. aela 
.eantrol of the tJnlted Stat.H. 

-
BGnh said that thrre was "no 

doubt.. that Nazi orp,nlzatlon in 
this country WH KOinc on anct that 
he had ~ informed It ns betna 
aupported and ftnanced by NU1a in 
Germany. 

) 
i7 

•No!- I MUST 
(j IV~ THEM A. 
PUBLIC R[CCPTION" 

- -•THAT YOU MAJ<t. 
A PUBLIC .STATEMENT 
TO THESf NAZI 
STUDENTS --NOT A 
PUBLIC R£CE ION ., 

7 r I r~§J1n 
PROTEST ICING HADE TO MAYOR BURTON OVER 
PROPOSED PUILIC RECEPTION 10 NAll STUDENT~ 

_A!RlL 29 1 1H'11 COll?ill'ITEE CALLS 01 IU.YOR BURTOI • 

'LIO WEit>DTHAL1 m>ITOR OF '1'BE JDISH IJmBPEJQ)Eft, 

ftt-LPB IVERTBBIIIE1I, BDITOI' OF THB .TDISK REVIEil 6: 

088ZRYER1 A•I> A.I.BAUSMAN OF THB LEAGUE POR IWJIA1I 

RIGBT8 CALL 011· THE MAYOR AJfD PftOTE8'1' A IUiCEPTIOII 

TO THESE llAZI STUT)EiTS IN 0!111 PUBLIC AUDITOIUUJI, 

IIAYOH BURTOJf R£FUSES PEQtn,;ST ARD SAYS •1 lfUST 

OIVl: THD A PlreLIC nlCEPTioR•. 

MAY 3. 1937- CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER - MAYO~ 
BUATON ANO SOME OF TME. BOYS GET TOGETHER 
IN A HUDDLE. TO DEFEAT COHENS AESOLUTION 

"Rfsot.UT10N'AS1<1Na MAVOQ 
8UA'roN Har TO UT£N0 A PUBI.IC 
Wt:LC"-OME: 0A U$£. CF PvBLIC HALL 

, P0A NA%1 PUAPOa£S 01' ~PROC3ANOA 

KAY 3, 1937 CLEVELAND COUIICIL CHAMBER 

COtJJICII.IIH VICTOR CORD REIEWS HlS REQUEST 

TBl!T MAYOR IIUITOI IOT EXTER!> Alt OFPICIAL 

R2CiP'l'IOI 'l'O TBR JIAZI STIJ!)EH'l'S AJID lfOT ,, 

A:U,r; OUR PUBLIC HALL TO BE USED FOR NAZI 

PROPOGAlfDA, COUJl:II.IIAJI ER1IES'r BOD APTER 

C011SIJLTI1'0 IIAYOR BUJiTOI, AXD WITH 'l'BB 

ASSISTAIICK OP l7l'ILITIES OIREC'l'OR WALLElm 

Alt> O'l'Hl:ll DIRlC'l'ORS WORKED AOAIIST THE 

COHEX RESOLU'l'IOR O'.> IT WAS OEFE.ATED. 

1lanh auaested a ean,ress1on11 
lnftltlptlon. . He said he had bttn 
Informed Nazi organiza~ona tn this 
• oaantry are beta, aupportect ana 
flnanced by Nali& 1ft Germany. 

We shall 10 on the aide 01 FL.~. 
We do not bellevt In racial equalit)' 
-that Negroes ID4 .Jewa arc d good 
u wlllte men.•• 

·.-.-American hlst.ory L~ reviled 1n 
public addresses for them to show 
that. thia country has been sa\"cd 
from Jewish deatrucuon only t.hrou~hl 
the influence ot Oerman-Amcd- • 
can~:· 

"'Chief ~net ot the German
American Bund !s an intl'nse batr.cl 
o! Jews and all tlllngs Jc•·ish. Other 
anti-Semitic Ol'lanizations are J1n
ln1 up trrith the bund in \\·hat lead
ers plan WW be a rcneral Paacllt 
meraer ... 

.. In one breath,• X.Uer wrote, 
"they predJet there never wtl1 be 
another democratic election In the 
United Stats: Jn the next. tbeJ talk 
of uniting with other 'Arran' ll'OUPI 
In a political put7 to 'uphold tbe 
ConstttutJon.'" • 

Press 
SA JS IIIO KLAN 
HEAD AIDED NAZI 

Former European. Writer De
clares Colllcott Gave Help 

in Propaganda Work 

,;_.,,. '"' ., ,,, ,.,., 
BQSTOlf, Ott. l►A than:,: UI;, ~ 

J. !l. Cole.coll, Xu ltlux K:nn annd 
,;, •1:011 ol tht lllinoi•. 011111 and 
Michi~n realm. Is <lir.-.:11~· ~11,d u1i' 
• ith Ed,rard ff. Hunter. alk.;~d clu~r 
:,;,,7J propa;:ancl~-t ror Ma ,-.achu~u., . 
., ? s 1113de b:, a fonnl'r Ellrop('>H: 
1,,·u corrc~t todar. 

Rl'mmin; te,timony for the i.ecc.i .<I 

,tar before a i,pcclal ~1,1ath·r coe1-
1niltcc: w,·esti;:aur.,; r:ubca I adi\ i-

• tar,, l~rr. Jolm I,. Spl,·ak ~id he 11.IF 
,·eaJv lo •·back up'' his char~e th .. , 
!fun\l'r, 1h,tc1or of the Jndu$ln; : 

• Dc:fcn,,e Lta~uo,. 1t·.i.,; rhl~c p;~" 
rrn1,agandl.'lt ill lhk #IRtl'. 

Cofe,coll. >rho litrs aL C<,Jumbu;. 
o., b in cbari;<: '11 propa;audizini: 
tho, , 01anlrY for the Klan. Sph1'l: 
►.mt, addi~ 111:tL CokscoLt now 11,·a:, 

tnnrin~ I.he Atl,mtic coast ~ 
Kl,111 uniL•, ~nd rtttnlly Visitrd In,-
1"'' '•'' w111rd Hirana w. Bvans ,n 
(ir r ,i ~i:.. . 

trr rhar&ed thu Colt-lL's Klan 
r~,1 IOI i,;surd JIUIPhlds ■ptnst Jev:,; 
enrl c:,lbolits ID •hlch lt L, 5lalftl 
IM~ PlffidmL 8-vtlL 1.s con
l rtllt'd by Utttn.. ~ U1&n ,ix 
111•,nti ,s a&~\'1111: llald, Colacott 
-,. ., . . Ill 5~, ~~ ■nd clis
lr,I, lll-d llttralwe tllnluChol&t ~ 
st.11C throu&b 1f"1ttt·~ aaJee. 

An.AKJ'A. <i•, Olt. J>-J. ., . 
c.o1....ccU. plll dracon ol lhe Ohio, 
lllmOUi aDcl llichlpn Ku KJwi; Xian 
rral,n, l(JdaY deiucd he wu htltcl 

ur,·• w,th Ednnl H, Huulff, al~ 
~h,r! Nazi prOllaCUdlat for M■ssa
chu:;elt.~. 

cr,1611tl ltffllCd the t.ea&lnaony oe 
JoM L, lillh'lk. fonntr European 
new• cone5paadm\, lld<ft a llaaa
c11uortt~ Jlli.slallve ~ as 
"111,.<,urd -----------

The Cleveland Press 
CLEVELAND, lfONDA.Y, 8EPTEICBEB U. 1117 

H· ..,.·.t•N · scHw~i..,' 
f'URlff of the A.start. po&&.. C"alla 

&bl .,,..,_ to otdtt ■ad a(&tt a. atnl!'I 
-drm.l ■mu\Ulthall .,hoe uplll

0 

...,..., foraation.. Tlr.a ,... att 

- lDto - C'l!Cllillln,r OC, 
- WIIIJ lla,e - Ctth Ille 0. D. 
.,_ ran. t1l'O J'ff.r,., - J'ftl" •DIil 
-- All«a-al -··-~-----....... to c:Gffl.paA1 fonaaUon. 

ldlwua.lnn. • a&«ty. fflll.f__. 
____ Ille ___ _ 

=~-.....--· 

-JlepnC. .Jew C11111■ 
"In all likelihood lbe dQ f/1 

trouble wUl cc,me with " an.1111111 
crisis in Washlnctan. Tb,n will '9 
the time to wipe out &be Jfll 111111,• 

SC!hwanmann _ Ulen ,.._IA .. 

The Jew pip are grabbing control 
, of evc1·ylhlng they -can ,r~ tliclr 
:;Uckr hand11 011. Thls 1• exactly . . , 

MAYOAMlCH 
WILL TAKE. 
6000 CARE. 
o,- MV CNIU,. 

-REH IH 
CLtV£LAN01 

MAY 2, 1937 NAll STUDENTl ESCORTED THAU 
CLEVELAND STRE£13 6Y MOTORCYCLE POLICE 

t.!AY 2, 1957 • llA.ZI :i.'U' ·ENTS AJJUVE U1 CLEVELAJID 

Bt1M'OK SEllDS lto:OTOhCYCU: .l'OLICE TO £.l!COR1' TOM 

•ro PUI!!Jl!; AUDITORIUII. 5 BUSSES ESCCR'l'ED THIIOD8H 

CLEV.ELAND S'l'F.il'TS, NAZI STUD£h"TS ALL •AVIR & 

CAfiRYIHG SWASTIKA FLAGS. 

THESE STt,"Dl:llTS VISITED N:t1·1 YOl!JC, BUPPALO, 

ROCHESTER, NIAGARA FALLS, AND URE KOT GIVBII A 

PlffiLIC REx:llPTIO•• EXCEPT IK CLEVELAJlD. 

A NEW YORK TlliES COF.llESPOID.El"l' CALLED RATtBI 

SILVER, AND ASKED HD! \i'HY ·Tl!IS RECEP'l'IOI ";WAS 

PER!.IITTED • ITHOUT A PROTl:."S'l'. 

! A JEW IS AJE 
ND ALW S WI 

,.,aa,,~ ~ 

llAY 2, U13'11 PtreLIC AUDITOIUW, KAZI CiLIPMflO)I 

POR G1JIJWI :ITVDIIH 

tll'l'IU HALL DIIC0RATED WU'll IUI •ASTIU l'UGS 

1'01'.ERT A GOOD, CLBVBLAJID LAnat 1'1AD8 Affl. 

smraTIC POBII AtiAIJST JEll8 AID CAl'BOLICS. Dl1Jl!OI( 

ill> !US DIRJiCTOR8 APPLAUD AllD ALL THEIi 8IJG ta 

•11AZI ftORS!-IESSSL ao■o• AID' •a,nclLdJ) 118111 

ALLES•. 

~: . 



20,000 Cheer Marchers 
ANDOVER. N. J .. Sept. 26.-(AP> 

-A parade of 1.000 uniformed men. 
women and C'hitdren goose-st1::ppmg 
to the heil& of 20.000 persons 
marked the end c,f the first season 
of the Germ<1n-American ·volks
bund at Camp Norcfll'lnd. 
,, The largest throng Qf the year. 
m~d on the camp grounds. target 
of attacks by veterans and other 
organizations as •·Nazi and un
Alnerican," hcafd National Bunds
fuehrer Fritz Kuhn proclam the 
"determination o{ the bund to con
tinue its fight lnr Americanism un
til America is contrnllcd by Ameri
cans and not by a bunch of Rus-
1,an-controlled JP.ws." 

A mer i can flags outnumbered 
awastikas today in the buildings 
and on the • grounds of the wood
land camp, nest led in the hills of 
Sussex overhanging idylic Lake 
Jl1fT. as ,;round was broke n for thP. 
cnni-truction of a $40,000 building 
for next season. 

f'l:,'!3RUARY 22, 1937 HAR~IONY HALL, FflANKLIN AVE. 

NAZI Cl:.'.LEERATE W:6SHINGTON 'S B!RTIIDAY 

"STAHLHEil4" G~ftMAN STE.EL HEWETS WCI!:.TY LEAD 

SINGING OF STORM- TROOP~ AND HORST- 'NESSBL SONGS. 

HALL DECORATl::D WITH ?IAZI FLAGS ANO •sTAHLHEIM• 

;,EAR S,-;ASTIKA SLEEVE b ANDS. 

MAYOR BliRTON AND WH'E Ell'!'l:.'R i1:o ARE GJfJ::l:.'TEO 

(/ITH HEIL BURTON AND NAZI SALUTE. 

The Cleveland Press 
CLEVELAND, FBID.AY, SEPl'EllBER ll, l937 

NAZI GROUP FINDS " 
mT COAST AREA 

HARD TO ORGANIZE' 
----. 

8ennans Are Widely Scattered and Wealthy Ones 
Frown Upon Organization Meetings, 

Leader Declares 
I 

Charge Children 
"Nazified" in U. S. 
By t'nfted Pres, 

The Clevelalld Press 

M~cl 
BURTON 
-FEB. 22.1937 

HARMONY MALL 
FRANKLIN AV£.. 

CLEVELAND NAZI C[L~B
RATE G[O. WASHIHGTONS 

BIRTHDAY 

PBBRUAJa II. 19a? • IIARJl?IY HALL. PRAlfltLIJ AVE: 

. ~l CEU1:911At'JI .WA8RIJoro1•s BIRTHDAY. OERJIAI 

8tBEL RIIUIIIT8 •STABLHBI•" IX CHARGE. BALL 

lmCOIIATm> WU'll UZI FLAGS. 

BURt"OI .. nn ARRIVE A1IID ARE GREE'l'BD WITH IAZI 

SALUTB• au.. Am> TBB STORII TROOPBRB IIARCH. 

ALL 811G THE HOll8T nsaJ:L SOIIG, 

CLEVELAND, FRIDAY, JULY:.>, 1937 

1-n lteril111 and her "-iation of La...-, which i.., ' 
cotlMCtiou with pro-Nu! _. antl-a..itic ~roupa, audttu . 
Ille Iii,_ lbiru, - ........ toMf fr- four dllretlnt I 
dlredioas. - • 

1 lfulll Joined by ~Ion In 

Prote1t1 on Inciting or 
Race Prejudice 

------_____ .... _ 
... -. ...... .... 
_.. 1M UM - f1119111Md Ima a -'"1111...,...._.,._. ---..... -----1 ~ . 
..... _,.. --- --·--, ---Dlldll:J ---·--------.............. __.__. 

_!llllfltts._., .. ...... ,,~---------------i.--& __ .,....., __ _ 

.......... i .... .. ... .. 

.. CNy l>ltadwJ. N't!~ • ----·___ .... __ -

• 

CHAMBER or COMM[ACE B~NQUE:T 
MARCH 6. 1937 

IIARCB 6• 1113? CLEVELAID CHAMBER OP COKJIDCB 

BAJfQUET HELO I N IIOI OR OP IORIIAII ZIJBIER OP HAIOVBII• 

GER!lAJIY I AZI PROFESSOR SENT OVER Br HI'l'LER TO 

FURTHER IAZI PROPAGAND,\. 

SEATED At THE SPUKI,;RS 'l'ABLE 

KORMAN ZIKKER; PRIT~ KUHlf OF Jfi:>'I YORK. OP'l'EN 

CALLED 'l"HB • AUE.RICAN HITLER•; WALTER KOPPE• 

FAMOUS ANTI- SEJIIITE ANll NAZI ORA'£0R; 1-'RAll'~ 

GISSIELE. CHICAGO NA~I LEJ\Dl:.R; GEORGE FORllOESE, 

MI L~AUKEE NAZI LEAD.ER, All!) HIS HONOR i.!AYOR HAROLD 

ff. BUR'ro,, WHO ~AS INTRODUCED ~y DR . OTTO L . 

CLASSER Ot' THE CLEVELAND CLINIC AS 

•oUli FlUU,IJ AND " !. J\hE ALL BEHIIID HI ii" 

CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 

JULY 4, 1931- DIR[.CT0R WALLENE. APPLAUDING 
ANll-S[M[TIC SPEECHES MADE. AT GERMAN 

CENTAALE FARM> PARMA, OHIO 
~ 
Bt. -4 _ 

CLEVELAND, J.fON D AY. SEPTEMBER 20, 1937 

LEGION HEAD ASKS 
PROBE I NAZIS 
Colmety !laps Hltlerism: 

T..- Gaa flouts Vets 

lJNlERMYER rALS 
HUU "SANELESS" 
LaM1a "Open Challenge" 

or Nazi wort in u. S. 

- - NI R~PVDIATE 
THIS NAZI ENOORSE

-MENT- I WILL NOT 
ACCEPT HELP FROM 
JEW BAITERS WHO 
S TIR UP RACI AL tf'~ HATDt:O- - •J 

t~~ 

.~ 
58:/'of ,(Op.f-

~!,"' 

11." The only Ameo can Meyor 
who sfren9fhened !he 
N,ni 01"9anizsfion . ., 

~--Harold fjudon_ hes accep-lJ 
-t?d Msz1 'hr1/p .,n -lh/s 
camp.g,9n • 

~ Cleveland Nsz/ ware lhe 
Fir3f fo endors e Bn d 
s upport- May or Bur/on 

fl) All Gerrnems .sra being 
cs/led by N azi leaders 
to ll'Ofe ror Harold Durlon 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

1001 Huron Road - CHerrv 8176 

Rei Cleveland Zionist Societ7 

To the President: 

We have not as yet received word from your organiza
tion as to who will represent it in the Jewish Comnunit7 Coun
cil for the current year, 1938. 

It is necessary that we have this information 
promptly inasmuch as the new representatives will take office 
at the next meeting of the Council. It is also essential, 
because the Bominatiac Comaitteo will meet veey soon, and must 
have the names of the 1938 representatives in order to make 
recomnendattons for the election of the Officers and Executive 
Oonmittee of the Council. 

.ls you know, your organization was represented laet 
year by Messrs Jerome N Curtis, Saul S Danaceau and Dr J M l'al.lanan. 

Will Jou pleaae return the enclosed blank aoon? 

Sincerely 10urs, 

January 7, 1938. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

1001 Huron Road .. CHerry 8176 

Re: Cleveland Zionist Societ7 

TO THE PRESIDENTS OF MpmER ORGANIZATIONS: 

Yo~ will recall that at the last meeting of the 
Jewish Community Council, the representatives unanimously 
approved the Council's cooperation in making a census of 
the Jewish population. of greater Cleveland. In taking this 
action, the delegates 111-:ewise approved the use of the mem
bership lists of the various organizations, as a basic 
source of information. 

We are now beginnin,; active work on the census, 
and we are therefore asking each organization to send us 
the nmr.as and a,cldreasea of its members. It is of the utmost 
importanca that we have this information inmediately, inas
much as the study is made possible by the fact that W.P • .1. 
workors are doing the clerical work, and tho time in which 
they are available for this project is limited. 1111 you 
please a.rra11ga to have thia information sent to us within 
the next day or ts. if at all possible -- and not later 
than next weok? 

I need not explain the importance of the census. 
For the first time we shall know accurately how many Jews 
live in Cleveland, where they live, and related to other 
facts, -will provide a basis for tha sound planning and dis
tribution of our Jewish activities and services. It will 
havo great practical value for the improvement of our Jewish 
community life, and your prompt cooperation will be a real 
service. 

J anua.ry 20, 1938. 

Sincerely yours, 

k~ 
llax Simon, 
President. 

P.S. The information which 70u send will be confidential 
a.l'ld will not be made public in any way; it will merely 
be joined statistically and geographically with all 
other information which we are securing. 



laauar, 28, 19S8 

Ir. Philip B rutatn, ~eantar,, 
The J ••iah Ce I Jni t1 CO\lllc11, 
1001 Buron Road, 
CleYelan4, Ohio. 

IIJ dear Ir. Bernate1n1 

I uaderetand that the J'ewi•b 01§ ■ mnit7 
Council 11 oooperatlq ill uktna a ceuu ot the 
Jewi1b populat.iOD ot sreater Clenland. lbat. 
orsuisation 1• actually M1ctn1 thi• oanaU11? Why 
1• 1t be1111 adet And •bat other taota beaide1 
nuea and addre•••• are beine elioitedf GMerally, 
what 1a 7ou uthod ot procedure in ll&klq thie cer1au1T 
I would deapl)' appreci te 1 t, it you wow.d eend me 
thia 1nfol'll&t1ori. 

11th all 1ood wiehea, I naain 

Yer oordi•ll¥ yours, 

AB8tBI 



.Tanuaey 28, 19!8 

•r• Philip Bernat.in, · S.cretai,, 
The lniah Collllunit7 Council, 
1001 Huron Road, 
CleYeland, Ohio. 

17 dear Mr. Bern1teln1 

I under tand that th• Jniah CollllU1l1ty 
Council 11 oooperatiq in ll&king a cenaue ot the 
Jew1eb opoulation ot gr ater Cleveland. What 
orcant ·~ation ia aotual.17 ll&lting thie oenauat 1tbJ 
1a it being madet And what other tact• beaidea nam• 
and addresaea are being elicited? Oenerall.7, what 1a 
the method ot procedure 1n ••king tbie oenauaf I 
would deeply appreciate it it ,-ou would aend •• 
thit intoraatlon. 

11th all good nehea, I :remain 

Very cordially )'Ou.re, 

til8 Bl ' • 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

1001 Huron Road - CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi AH Silver 
'!he Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 31, 1938. 

The census of the Jewish po~ulation of Greater Cleve
land, about which you i rquired, is being conducted ,mder the 
auspices and direction of the Jewish Welfare Federation and the 
Jewish Community Council. The Board of Trustees of the Federa
tion approved the cooperation of the Federation and authorized 
the expenditure of the modest sum necessary to meet incidental 
expenses of postage, etc. The Executive Conmittee of the Com
munity Council and the entire Co,mcil at its last meeting 
likewise endorsed the participation of the Council and the use 
of the membership lists of the various organizations. 

The clerical work is being done by a W .P.A. staff 
under the direction of Howard Whipple Green. These persons are 
part of the large staff which Mr Green has had for two years 
working on numerous population studies, and the expenses are 
being met through a federal grant made to him for a blanket 
project, the scope of which was broad eno~ to include this 
among several other surveys. 

The Census was undertaken because no accurate study 
has been made for a number of years, and such facts as we have 
are out of date. It was motivated more directly by the needs 
of some of our agencies, such as the Council Educational. Alli
ance which has been requested to offer extension services in 
various parts of the city now lacking such activity, among 
them the West Side and the Collinwood areas. The Alliance 
required accurate information as to the population di stri bu.tion 
as a basis for any decision it might make. Other Jewish com
munal agencies likewise have expressed the need for such data 
as the basis for planning intelligently their service and acti
vity. 

You will be interested to know that several other 
cities are either planning or actually conducting Jewish popu
lation surveys at the present time, among them Los Angeles, 
Cincinnati, and Detroit. One of the national values of such 
studies will be to help determine the financial responsibili
ties of the various commu.ni ties in meeting national and inter
national Jewish needs. 



Rabbi AH Silver Jarm.ary 31, 1938. 

The procedure in making the study was developed in consul ta
tion with Mr Green and The National Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds (Bureau of Jewish Social Research). Names and addresses 
are being secured from the following sources: (1) the 16,000 prospect 
cards of the Jewish Welfare Fund; . (2) the membership lists of the Jewish 
organizations; (3) the Jewish children in the public schools of Greater 
Cleveland. After this has been compiled and duplications eliminated, a 
check will be made of sample streets in various parts of the city to 
determine how accurate and how complete these data are. We shall then 
know the total number of Jewish families. 

It is also our plan to check a sample of every 20th family 
(alphabetically) to determine the average size of the Jewish household. 
With these facts in hand we believe we shall have as accurate a count 
of the Jewish population of Greater Cleveland as is possible to secure 
without a complete house to house census. 

Mr Green's staff will make spot maps for us showing the dis
tribution of the Jewish population. This can be related to other 
information which he already has for the various census tracts and will 
give us considerable data as to the composition of Cleveland Jewry. He 
will do as much of this as we desire. 

I believe that the census will give us a solid body of infor
mation which should be very valuable in guiding the constructive devel
opment of our Jewish community. I shall be very happy to get any 
suggestions you 111q have and to discuss 1 t with you at yo'\r convenience, 
if you desire. 

Cordially yours, 

l!/44;,~ 
- Secr/tary. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

1001 Huron Road .. CHerry 8176 

To The Executive Committee: 
. . 

The Executive Committee will meet Monday 
evening, February 21, 8: 15 p.m., e.t the Temple on the Heights. 
In addition to the fact that there are several matters which 
require our consideration and action, the meeting will be of 
unusual significance because it will be the last session 
before the Annual Meeting of the Council to be held shortly 
thereafter. 

Unless I hoar from you to the contrary within 
the next day or two, I shall asswne thA-t you will be present. 

February 11, 1938. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~;_ 
Max Simon 
President 



Jewish Community Council 
1001 Huron Road 

February 17, 193g 

Cherry 8176 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING CCMMITTEE 

The following persons are recommended to serve as Officers 
and members of the Executive Committee of the Jewish Community 
Council for the year 1938: 

Max Simon -- President 
Edw~rd M. Baker -- First Vice-President 
Edward J. Schweid - Second Vice-President 
Mrs. Benjamin Levine -- Third Vice-President 
Max Kohrman -- Treasurer 
Philip Bernstoin -- Secretary 

EXECUTIVE COMJ..tITTEE 

Milton f . . Altschul 
Meyer Atkin . 
Ra.bbi B.~. Brickner 
Rabbi Armond E. Cohen 
Jerome N. Curtis 
Isadore Finesilvcr 
A.H~ Friedland 
Rabbi David Genuth 
Mrs. Sol Gitson 
Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
Mrs. Joseph Goldhamer 
Mrs. Walter Goldsmith 
Philmore _J. Haber 
Mrs. Siegmund Herzog 
George E. Kath 

Rabbi Hugo Klein 
Abra.ham Xollin 
Mrs. Bernard Krangel 
I.R. Morris 
A.E. Persky 
Rn.bbl Israel Porath 
Aaron Resnick 
Rabbi ~olph Rosenthal 
Rabbi A.H. Silver 
Osc~r H. Steiner 
Abraham Stern 
Mrs. Abraham Strauss 
Meyer We~ntraub 
Sidney N. Weitz 
Albert A. Woldma.n 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE NCMINATING COMMITTE' 

(Members: Eugene H. Freedheim, Mrs. D.R. 
Hertz, Goorge E. Kath, Max Kohrman, 
George Mayer, Ra.bbl Israel Porath, Meyer 
Weintraub) 

ARTICLE VIII, Section 4 of the Constitution: ttAt least fifteen days before ench 
e.nnua.1 meeting the list of nomination• :for offi.cers ~nd members of the Executive 
Committee ma.do by the Nomine.ting Commi ttoe shall be mailed to ea.ch representative. 
Such nominations, together with any additional written nominntions, signed by fif
teen rcpresontntives and submitted to th~ chui rmnn of the Nominating Committoo or 
to tho Secrctnry of the Council not lutcr than three days before tho annunl meeting, 
shall be presented to the o.nnuc.l meet ine;. Only from tho ru,mcs so nom1ne.tod shalt bo 
elected tho officers and members of the Execut ive Cor.unittoc11 Official petition 
blanks for written nominc.tions may be secured from the Secrot~ry of tho Council. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

1001 Huron Road .. CHerrv 8176 

To the Presidents Md Representative!:_ 

Our attention has been called by several members 
' of the Community Cou.n~il to the activities of the "Peoplei 

Committee fer Unite~ Action Against Fescism and Anti-Semitism". 
le are inform•J,.· tlw.t JliG!!lber organizations of the Council have 
been co~tactea by mail Jnd committees to send represent~t1ves 
to a local ccnferencn r1 March 1 which willtt!len send delegates 
to a national conferr~11co in Uevr York. 

In viGw of the fact that t~is croup is seeking 
to act for the Jewish community and is undertaking activities 
already sponcored by the Community Council, it was the unanimous 
belief of our Executive Oommittoe thP.t we are obligated to inform 
our member organizations of the char~cter and composition of 
this 11 Comlbittee 11 • 

The stP.tionery of the "Committee" lists a number 
of "Sponsorinc Organizations". Most prominent among them are 
several branches of the International Workers Order and their 
affiliates, and we are informed that these groups are the leaders 
of this movement. It he.s also been brought to our attention that 
the names of severRl other groups were used without their consent. 

Recently a delegation of the "Committee" ap-peared 
before the Jewish Community Council a"king cooperation in forming 
a united front to protest the perseL~tion of Jews in Poland and 
to collect funds for their nid. The delegation was informed th2,t 
the Jewish Communi t;y Council had alP3e.dy '.;e.ken such action, having 
twice forwarded protest resolutions to o:lficials :tn Washington, 
and ~ving sent P. delegation to join \:1 tl'.1 Jews from other com
munities in meeting personally uith Scc~otary of State Coriell 
Hull. lverything the "Peoples Committee" did only repeated and 
duplicated what tho Council h~d already accomplished. 

They were told thP.t the Jewish Community Council 
acta in belu\lf of the Jews of Clevel~nd, Md thRt if they were 
re~lly interested in unity they could present their propos~ls 
to the repreaentatives of the 135 member organizations of the 
Community Council nnd Rbide by the will of the majority in the 
democratic way. 

'l'his suggestion h~a been rej~~ted by the 
''Peoples Committee". They prefer to continue their independent 
nction, which they sterted and executed without contacting or 
conaulting the Jewish Community Council. They did not inform 
the Council of their nctivities until Piter they hP~ held two 
protest meetings nnd hr~ sent n delegRtion to w~sh1ngton. 
lhen they ce.me to the Council meeting, their other plMs were 
so fp.r developed tbP.,t they er.id they could not che.nge them 
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regardleea of the opinion of the Council. They nppN'ently wish 
united ection only if the Council will nid them in cP.rrying out 
their ow progrr.m. 

Thl'.t is the s1tu~tion loc~lly. NAtion~lly, 
there Rre tvo orgp.nizations, the Americr.n Jewish Congress r.nd the 
AmericM Jewish Committee, r.hich effectively cover the field with 
regro-d to these questions. It nppeP.ra, however, thP.t the "Peoples 
Committee" is following · the · SP.me tactics nf'.tionnlly P.a locF.lly: 
They hEwe injected themselves into the field of rrork Nnply co•.red 
by the two n~tion~l org~nizRtions, ru:id by their nctions h~ve 
ueP.kaned the effectiven&es of these groups in their efforts to 
comb~t Nlti-Semitism here nnd nbrond, For evunple, they scheduled 
P. meeting in 'ffr.shington r. fev dt'.ys before the nP.tionr.l conference 
of the Americr.n Jewish Congress l~st November, interfering with 
ruid preventing Action f"hich the Congress hP.d ~lrer.d.¥ pl~.nned in 
def\ling t,·i th the problem, by crer.ting confusion in the minds of 
interested non-Jeus in t~e Authority of its s~okesmen -- ~.nd yet 
they only Attempted ~o duplicnte whAt the Congress ht'.d. ~lre~.dy 
Rccomplished lAst summer. 

A cP.roful exeminRtion of E',11 the circumstr.nce·s 
justifies us in the conclusion thf\.t the "Committee" is P.Cting 
independently of estRblishcd orgnniz~tions in Jewish life. Inateed 
of strengthening unity it is following~ course ~hich is disruptive 
r.nd inimicnl to Jm11sh r-elfl'.re. 

It in expected thl-.t member orgMizRtiona of 
the Jewish Community Council ~re Rr.rxe of the purposes nhich brought 
the Council into being, rnd rill cooper~te uith the Council in its 
efforts to strengthen Jewish life, through the orderly processes of 
honest nnd intelligent cooperntion on the prxt of those rho nre 
genuinely interested in fostering ell thAt is best in Jewish life. 

FebrUAry 24, 1938. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
MRx Simon 
Preaident 
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Ir. Philip Bematein, Secretary, 
l ewiah COIIIP..ai t7 Council, 
1001 Huron Road, 
Ole•eland, Ohio. 

ly dear Philipa 

The ooaplaint raiaed by the writer of the 
enoloaed letter 11 not an laolated one. I have 
heard it trequenU,. I don't know what can done 
about it but an eftort ahould be •d• to do aoutbing. 
I think you oqht to brin1 it to the att ntlon ot the Exeouti•• Co 1ttee. 

AHSaBI 
IDo. 

With all 1ood wiahaa, I re■•tn 

Ver, oordially 7oura, 



Annual Meeting 
Jewish Community Councj: 
March?, 1938 

REPORT ')F--TF.~ F.P:~SIDENT 

The Jewish Community Council thi~ evenin« officially comes to the end 
of the first two years of its existence as the formal expression of Cleveland 
J~wry's desire for a united Jewish community. As we embark upon the third chapter, 
:tis fitting that we should pause for a moment to look back at the objectives and 
p\.1rposes which brought the Council into being, and to examine the manner in which 
the Council has begun to fulfill those hopes, in order that we mP-y ge.in a fresh 
perspective and may use our experience as e basis for progress in the next year 
and in the years to come. 

The Jewish Community Council was created in a very real sense by all 
elements of Cleveland Jewry, following t series of conferences in which every 
shc~de of opinion was represented, to bring order out of the chaos which had char
acterized Jewish life here as elsewhere. Tho\l&h we had bean accustomed to speak 
of ourselves as a .Jewish community, we were in reality divided into a number of 
communities, each going its own way with little knowledge or regard for what the 
others were doing. 

Despite the fact that Jewish problems today directly and vitally 
affect all Jews, there was no machinery for the joint consideration of these pro
blems, and no means for common thought apd common action. With an urgent need 
for mutual understanding, Jewish life h~d provided ample means for misunderstand
ing. 

There was no responsible community voice to represent the will of the 
entire Jewish community, and self-appointed spokesmen undertook to give expross
ion to their versions of the attitudes and fealings of Jevrry on the various issues 
of the day. 

Although the problems confronting Je\7ry require the best thought that 
can be given them, there whs no machinery for bringing together and utilizing 
fully the leadership of the various elements which comprise Clevel~nd 1s Jewish 
population. 

To bring together ~11 points of view Md to m~.ke possible the joint 
consideration of our common problems, to develop a greater mutUL\l understanding 
2.mong ourselves, to utilize fully the resources Md lesdership of Clevelend Jewry, 
to creBte n responsible community voice -- ~11 so toot ue might deal intelligently 
Md effectively with our Jewish problems end build a richer Md better Jewish 
life -- those were the purposes r.nd aims nhich brought the Council into being. 

To nhat extent hns the Council fulfilled those hopes? In whet mer.sure 
hes it begun to ~ttRin those objectives? Perhnps n brief recitP.l of the Rctivity 
of the Council during the pnst two yeRrs uill indicnte the answer to the question. 

Those of you who were present at the first meeting of the Council · 
~ rQr.10r:1bor Uwt P.t the initial session the e.ttention of the representatives 
u~s brought to the problem of fictitious Jewish issues in our locfll political cP.m
paigns. For yeRrs the community h~.d witnessed in every cMtpnign the prectice of 
injecting f~lse charges of nnti-Semitism P.gninst opposing candid~tes for the pur
pose of securing the so-cr.lled "Jewish vote". The result t7P.,s columns of front 
pA.ge publicity in the d~ily no~sp~pers, flccompanied by editorials deploring the 
fnct thnt rnciP.l Pntagonisms hnd been stirred up. No one benefitted by these 
clll\rges, and the Jewish community suffered. 
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The Council soon mnde it clerr thnt 1t con4emned the uae ot euch 
t~~tics. ~.nd tlu\t they would aerve ns ~ boomerP.nc t• the pr.ft7 which injectod 
tnc.m. A commi tteo undor the clll'.imanship of Re.bbi Silver hna been working 
clcseiy with tho politic~l le~dors to eliminP.te such isauea, The cooper~tion 
F•:-iJ. cummuni't;y sentim~nt vrhich hr.s bi3en built up h,:,.e seen its results 1n tho 
:-. ~_r, \~ :~t -~c,:r:pJ.,~tt) f'.btenre er" ~i.ich pnbli.ci ty in the lr.st tffl> CNllJ)t'.igns. 

~110 problem of discriminf'.tion n:~r·inst Jcn-s in employment is one 
nnich strikes r,t the roots r.nd the vi tr.11 ty of the Jewish <;ommuni ty. For no 
people cf".n progress nnd d.uvelop nhooe youth find the · doors of voce.tionr.l op
portuni ty closed to them becnuse of their r~ce or rolicion. The effect of 
such discriminntion hr.a been r. slw,ttcring of the morP»le v.hich hl'.s led to em
bitterment '71 th their people t'.nd ':11th tho aociC'.l order. 

A survey of the employment ngencies revenled thl".t this condition 
wr.s much more uideapre11.d thf'.n mrny of us hRd. believed, l'.nd ,-. committee hr.a 
been giving its serious ~ttention to the situ~tion. Composed of sever~l ler.d
ing business r..nd professionr.l men. ~.nd her.dad by Milton Altechul. the committee 
hr.a undert8ken to secure the cooperntion of the employment agencies r.nd the 
plncament deprztments of the schools r.nd colleges, ~.s inaugur~ted ~ aeries ot 
conferences r.i th ll'rge Je\'rish employers to obtr.in their t'.aalstMce, hl'.s tr.ken 
steps to secure the l'.id of the Cf',tholic group i1t jointly wrking with the ne\7s
p~pers to eliminf:',te discriminc.tory Mvertiaements, Md ia contncting those em
ploy~s ind.1 vidunlly r.bout n-hom appt\l'ently mthentic reports l'.r~ received thr.t 
they are di scriminr.ting, in the r.ttempt to get them to chr..nge their policies. 
The committee Blso is coopernting ~1th individu~l ~gencies in the development 
of~ sound vocntionnl gu.idM.ce progrnM for our Jewish touth. 

Only e beginning hns been mt\de, rmd the problem is n v~st one. We 
nre der.ling ni th nn r,,tti tudo Md r. soci~.l condition, r.nd it is our tt\ak to 
mrke it unfashionr.ble, rfl.ther thrm fri.shionnble, to refuse employr.ient to Jews 
f'.S Jews. Alrendy, houever, there t.".rc indicntions that this is filtering through 
the community. 

One of the s~ddest spcct('.cles in the pnet hns been the pe.rMing of 
Jeuish controversies· through the public courts, where they were tho subject of 
ridicule Md ~ere~ discredit to the entire Jeuish community. In the prelim
in~ry conferences ~hich ~ere held boforo the Council u~s formed; the eliminntion 
of this prr.ctice wns mentioned r.gr.in rnd r.gr.in P.s onP- of the bnsic rer.sons for 
orgMizing ~ Cor.triunity Council• 

Soon P.ftor the CoUJ."1ci l ttt'.S crer-.ted. ind.i vidunls r.nd groups volun
tl'.rily el'.r.te to the presider1t r.::td secretP.ry, seeking their services in Nijudi
CE'.ting disputes. The result hr.s been the formP.tion of the Jem.sh Arbi tretion 
~.nd Concilintion Court, which hAs n.rbitrnted successfully fl nW!lber of contro
versies. Functioning in ~ccordrnce uith the stntutes of Ohio, r.ith its de
cisions binding upon the parties involved, the Court is nttempting to settle 
disputes in r. mrumor t'hich ~ill concilil\te the opposing indi vidur.ls r.nd. orgl'ni
z~tions, ~ill render subst~nti~l Justico, r.nd uill protect the good nnMe of the 
Janish community. A representntive conmittee composed of prominent Je~ish 
leeyers, judges. rnbbie, ~nd business men, hended by Philmore Hnber, is re
sponsible for the ·r.d.1ninistrP.tion of the Court. 

The Council hns served ~s the spokesm::m for the Jeuish commmity 
in mnttero requiring formr.l expression. Thie hr.s been true pN'ticulr.rly with 
regr..rd to nl'.tionr.l r.nd intern:".tionl',1 problems. T\1ice it hns voiced the re
sentment of Clevelr.nd Jerrry r,g~inst the persocution of the Jet?S in Pol~nd, r.nd 
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h~£ sought the assistance of the United States government on the basis of Poland' ~ 
IJ1-l..acr.ity treaty obligf'.tions. 

It is iffll"c,rtr,.nt to note the.t this has been done after careful con
f,Lf' -:i:'rtlnn Md on tae bl\sis of advice from both of the national defense organi
zr:,,' 10:-:s, s~) tilP-t ~.he nction ~rucen locally would strengthen rather than weaken 
t. i11.;· wcrk of the Amer:tcP.n Je,;:i.ah Congress Md the American Jewish Committee. 

It is e tribute to tho mutuRl good will and broad understanding of 
Cleveland Jewry tlw.t on r.11 occasions which required united expression, groups 
and individuRls •1th divergent vie~s hnve found a common meeting ground, and 
Rction hl\s been virtually unnnimous on these meRsurea. 

In keeping with its policy of assisting rRther tlwn ~ttompting to 
supersede existing orgnnizations tbl-.t were capable of moating specific problems, 
the Council hRs T'Orked cloeely with the Lep.gue for Hum~n Rights AgAinst Nazism 
in strengthening the anti-NRzi boycott ~nd in comb~tting NRzi prop~gnn.dn. The 
reports of the Ler.gue hnve been~ regulnr prrt of every Community Council meet
ing, nnd tho mechinery nnd resource, of the Council hnve been used to spre~d 
this informntion r.nd to secure the support of the Jewish conmnmity. The Council 
ncted in cooper~tion with the Ler.gue in the protest meeting held n yeRr J\lld n 
hnlf AgO, assisted in counter~cting the Fritz Kuhn meeting lRst lnll, nnd gp.ve 
form~l expression to its support of the foder~l investig~tion of the nctivitiea 
of Nnzi nnd other grou~s sprending r~cinl nnd religious hntred here r.nd elsewhere. 

One of the most eorious probloms which the Jenish community fnces 
is thl'.t of Xe.ahruth P.d.ministrr.tion. Nothin§; which hr-.s r.pperred in the ne11spr.pers 
of loc~l significnnco h~o done so much to discredit Clovelr.nd Jewry~• hns the 
periodic difficulties in this field. A complic~ted mixture of economic nnd 
religious fnctors, the problem ht\s troubled the community for mnny yer.rs, ~ith
out improvement or solution. 

Two yer.rs r.go tho Council r..ppointed r. Comr.ii ttee to give concentrnted 
nttcntion to the mr.ttor, rnd ns n result of its preliminnry work it brought b~ck 
n fnctunl report. Since thnt time, due to the pressure of other P~tivity nnd 
the nnture of conditions, nn~ pr.rticulr.rly nfter r.n unsuccessful r.tternpt hl'.d 
been mP.de to secure the Assietruice of soverr.l Orthodox lend.ere, r.ction with 
regr,.rd to the si tu~.tion hr,.s been in the br.ckground. But the problem remr.ins, 
r.s must the Council's concern r.ri th it. And r.t the moment certP.in elements i:-.re 
present which give so~e ne~sure of hope for progress. The Council hr.a not for
gotten the mt1.tter, r.nd n more specific report will be mr.de r.t r. lr.t_er d".te, 

I sht'\11 not ntte~pt to review in det~il the other nctivities which 
the Council hne undertE\kon. MMy of you P.re ~lrer.dy fnr.iilinr with the uork 
~hich the CoJ'!lJ!littee he~.ded by RRbbi Brickner lw.s done in securing the coopere.
tion of the public school nuthori ties, pl'rticulr.rly in Clevelr.nd r.nd Clevelr.nd 
Heights, in ultn1;11'.ting objectionnble Chrietmns r.nd Et'.ster progrr.ms. You know 
too, thAt conferences Are non in progress ~1th regr.rd to the Sh~.ker Heights 
Schools, Md the CoJ'!U!littee is plr.nning to confer soon with the Enat Clevelr..nd 
mthori ties. 

Another rosponsibility ~hich thio Co~mitteo h~s undertrucen h~s been 
to notify tho schools ~.nd. colloges of tho dntes of Je\7ieh holidr.ys, r.nd to se
cure their consent to r.vold exr.r.,inr.tions r-.na. other ir.iportMt wrk on those 
occRsions, so thr.t Jewish students Mny bo :"."Jsent uithout suffering MY penl'.lty. 
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It is significr.nt thn~ before the Committee undertook this t~ek eevor~l orgn~i-
7~cj~ns thought thnt others ~ere doinb it, rnd npy:,~rentl7 it ~.a not being done 
cyntl3mr.ticr,.lly r.t r.11. And tho r,.ppror.ch not1 ia being mr.de in behr.lf of the 
entire Jeni ~h community, rr.ther thr.n rn7 1nd1 vidur.l or group. Lr.at Fnll the 
CJi.tncil sponsored the cornmuni t7 obaervtt.nce of tho 100th tt.nniverer.ry of Jerrish 
SQ~tloment in Clevelnnd. Under the direction of~ committee bended by Leo 
w·eict.enth.--,.1, tho celt!brr.tion wr.s r. dignified event, conducted on r. high plnne, 
r-.na. sorved to give Clevelr.nd Jewry r. grenter aenee of unity r.nd cooperr.tion, 
r. bror.der perspective of locr.l Je\11 sh doveloprnent, n sticulue to Je,ri sh cul turr.l 
interest ~nd nchievernent, t1hilo ~t the sr.mo time cementing the position oi JeTTry 
in the gonernl community life. 

I need only touch upon so~o of the other nctivitios of the Council. 
All of you m-e fr.rnilil'.r ui th the corJ"lUlli ty cnlendl'r which the Council operP-tes. 
by 1.1hich orgnnizf:\,tions clarr dt'.'.tea r.nd r.voi d. duplic:".tion r.nd conflict in pro
gr,-.ns. You knot1 of the census of Jet1ish populr.t1on ,..,hich is notr boing mnde in 
cooperl".tion with the Jer.rish Welfr.re Fedorr•.tio11 r.nd with the l',ssistrmce of the 
W.P.A., giving the Jewish community r. solid body of f~cte ns n bneis for plP.n
ning intelligently our Jeniah nctivitios r.nd services. 

MMy of you uill rocnll the work done by r. specir.l public rolr.tions 
cornmi t tee to chock on the l\.ccurr.cy of ne~spr.por reportc of indi vidu11.l incidents 
which reflected poorly upon the Jotl'i sh cor.um.mi ty, pr,.rticul1',rly a tori es of r.l
leged bootlegging by persons represented ns being Jewish rnbbis. You ~111 re
member too, the investig~tion rnr~e by~ committee under the ch,l,irm~.nship of 
Re~bi Cohen, ns n b~sis for denlinb intelligently ~1th the problem of the 
numerous solicitors ~ho cr.?!le to Clevelr.nd to obt~in funda for EuropeNl ~nd 
P~lestini~n institutions. 

To protect the CO'!lr.lWlity from icpostors, nnd. to ~ssu.re ~orthy in
stitutions of r. str.ble income, the conni tteo rocom-~end.ed thr.t tho Jemah Welfr.rc 
Fund eatr.blish r. specir.l fund for such support. This recornnendr.tion ur\s f'.ccepted., 
~~din its first ye~r tho ne~ fund hr.s mr.de grrnts to nore thr.n thirty leGiti
r.1ate orgl'.nizf'l.tions, ~.nd. hP.s refused support to r-. fe";T ~hich fornerly rnised funds 
hero but ,;,hose str.ndr.rds or service r.re such thl".t they do not merit contributionti. 

In r.diition to these More or less for~~l nctivitios, there h~ve been 
numerous miscellr~ooua problems TThich the Council hns boen de~ling ~1th, but 
TThich hnve received little or no publicity. A nnn comes to the office r.nd snys 
thr-.t he is not being pcrnitted to sell lunches to W.P.A, trorlters on n certf\.in 
project becAuse he is Je~ish. The cornplnint is brought to the nttention of the 
proper r.uthori ties, T\lld. n fer. d.nys l:i.ter the mtt.n re turn~ to sr-,,y tht\t he 1 s per
mi tte~ to sell. To us, one ind.ivid.ul\l r-nd r-. potty incident. To hir.i, n liveli
hood. 

A congregr.tion rocoivo s notice tr.:i.t it r.mst lcP,VO the synt'.gogue 
buiiding 1 t ht".d rentea., becl'.use the ot;ncrs r.-ish to use the property for c,.nother 
purpose. The congregr.tion hns virtur.lly no funds ,-,nd no plnce to go. The Omlers 
r.re con tncted, P.nd. the congregr.tiori i c pcrni t tcd to rer.1:--.in indefinitely unti 1 
it r~ises money nnd secures other qu~rters. 

These rre but t -. .ro of the r.d.sccllr,.neous r.cti vi ties 'Phi ch occur fre
quently, but uhich receive little notice. 



• 

-5-

Thia brief aUJ:1Mnry, then, is the tMgiblo record ot the Council's 
..... chievement during the first tm, yet'.re of its existence. ThP.t there hr.a been 
ao ln.ck of nctivity is evident. And. it beeper.ks the m.adom of those t!ho estr.b
lishnd the Council ns n simple r.nd flexible frr..menork rhieh T'.'OUld gron rnd 
1.~lvelop r.s the COl!'JJ!IUni ty mehed 1 t to develop. No elnborl'.te auper•atructure T1r.s 

:-'; iJt up t\t the str.rt, l'.nd no 1oproaci ve li1t of commi tteee ffl\1 creRted. Rather, . 
-;;1(' c~~.incil hr.s assumed. those functions t7h1ch the co'ftJ!l\mit7 hN given it, Md 

~1f'.s crcr.ted. the mtt.chiner7 in response to the need. Ae such, the Counci 1 lw.a been 
~ vit~l, living orgnnia~. reflecting the need.a r.nd deairee of the Jewish coJ!lfflUn-
i ty. 

Creditnble ns this revieu ""·1 be, I believe thAt these P.Ctivities in 
themselves do not repreeont the r.,r.Jor ~chievement of the Council. Much more 
1r.tportPnt, I think, rze those intrnGible gr.ins nhich br.ve trJcen plnce ~lmoat 
imperceptibly nnd which by their very n~ture must be ll'~dunl, bec~uae n community 
does not chMge overni&ht. 

I believe th~t ~, ~e look nt ourselves tod.r.7, P.nd eompnre the picture 
r.1 th thr.t of three or four yenrs r.go, 170 T'ill r.gree thr.t r, beginning, r.t ler.st, 
h~s been ffll\de in the nttninment of the bror.d. objectives of the Council, I see 
a better underatP..nding r.mong the divergent elements which comprise our community, 
R gre~ter trust rnd. respect for the other fello~ r.nd hie point of view, milch ia 
diasolving the auepiciona ~.nd diasenaiona tm'.t h.~ve existed in the p~at. 

I seen more M.deaprer..d interest ~.nd kno~ledge of our mutu~l prob
lens r.nd ~ more intelligent understr.nding of them. I seen bror.cler perapoctive 
thnt is substituting n concern nith the tot~lity of J ewish life for the frr.grnen
tru-y interests ~hich hnvo prevniled. 

I see developing~ discipline in our Jeuish conmunity which is 
diminishing the self-~illod nets of individu~ls, rnd is replncing them ~1th~ 
sense of responsibility borne of the rel\lizri.tion thnt tho nets of the individuE'.l 
often reflect upon tho relfrxe of tho group. 

I see~ groning de~ocrncy in our Jenieh community, ita decisions 
roflecting the uill of the subst~.ntinl ~~jority ns deteroined r.fter joint con
sultntion of ~ll elements throush their self-chosen repreeentntives. And mny 
I sr.y thnt this hr.s been prncticed conscientiously in the Community Council, 
~here no mnjor decision hns been r.11\de, no bneic policy h~s been deterMined, no 
importr.nt nctivity has been undertr.ken rithout the nuthoriz~tion of the entire 
Council. 

I see the utilization of~ bronier leP.dership, representing e;roups 
which in the pnst hr.ve not found n chr.nnel for full expression. The composition 
of the Executive OoMitteo, elected this evening, is ns representntive of the 
community ~s n body of th~t size cP.n be. 

And I think I see the dovolopJ!lent of r. grer.ter pride, r. grer.ter self
respect, n granter fr.1th in the integrity of the Jeuish people uhich must be tho 
founi~tion for Pny renl conrnunity progress. 

I believe it is ir.iportt'.nt to point out thr.t r.hntever the ComMUnity 
Council mr.y hr.ve nccomplished hns b~ ~n nchiovci r.ithout flny r.ttor.tpt to dictAte 
or compel ~ction. Its methoi h~s been thnt of consultntion nnd persunsion. It 
hns never easur.1ed nor tricn to oxorcisa pol ice pouor. It h~s recognized from the 
beginning thr.t P. body truly representr.tiv,J rf n crosP.-section of tho community, 



dernocrRctici-.lly reflecting the trill of the community, would bP.vo r.hP.t must be thr 
ultimt'.te pover of nny public body -- the po~or of public opinion. 

Nei thor hr.s the Council nt temptC\d. tn suppress differences. It h:·.s 
f'.'loueht unity, not uniformity, Md it hE'.s rucnu.d.,:ecl thr'.t rJ1 tri:1~vin.ur.l or~ 
-~::oup has t-'. right to differ tri th tho opin~.on of others. Put if difi er&n~ee exi. b t , 
t:my Ahould be 111 th r. full lmot'lledge l'.nd un(h:rs tnnd.ing of other points of v,.eu, 
::1ot. in ignorMce of them. 

The Council hr.s never represented itself r.s being a pMr.cen for ell 
Jet1i sh problems, r.nd I r.rn ,sr,,.:ta thr.t t1e hl\ve rn~.de oJily P. beginning in the sp&ci-
fic r.ctivi ties which rre hc.vo undertnken Pll~ in the r.ttr.inment of our bnsic ob
jectives. The m~jor p~rt of the ro~d rerw.ins to be tr~veled. We ~xe still~ 
very young org,"'.ni zl'.tion, ,i th r. erer'.t responsibility nnd n grer.t tzi.sk. Every 
net sets r. precedent for the future rmd. req_uires cnreful thought e.nd intelligent 
foresight. 

Hou fnr ~o sh~ll go in the next ycrr r.nd in the ye~xs to come, you 
vrill determine. For the Comr.n1ni ty Council hns been r.nd m.11 be only uhnt you, 
~s representF'.tives of tho Jer.-ish col!U!lU.nity, Dlf'.ke it. 

The Council needs your ~ctive interest nnd. nssistr.nco. Only if every 
representr.ti ve fe~ls "· personP..l obligr.tion for its succeos, uill the Council 
continue to mt-'ke progress. Your suggestions, your comnents, your initi~tive, 
P.nd your ~esist,,.ncc rhen you ~xe nskod to serve inn pnrticulrr cnpncity, exe 
essentinl if ~e ,,_re to forgo r.ho~d. 

As r,e r.pprof'.ch tho future, t1e must keep our f'.t tent ion focussed upon 
the positive elements of Je~ish life, ~nd. not be nbsorbed solely by neg~tive, 
defensive requireMento. TTe MU.nt seek to strengthen tho inner forces of Jeuish 
life, sustr.ining the spirit n!ld rcfroshir.g our cour:-.ge r.m:i fortitude, so thnt 
r.-e Mt'.y npprol".ch our proble,s \1i th ~- confi.d.enco t"Jl(l encrr.-,y thr.t h:,.ve thnir roots 
in t". deep r.nd r.bidint; fr'.i th in our destiny. 0il?'s is the tr.sk of building n 
bet tor, ~- richer, "· mord !'!1el".ninr~ful Jopi sh lifo in uhich f'.11 of us t-.nd our 
children n~y shnre. 

Respectfully subrnitted, 

MPJC Si rno n 

President. 
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Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

March 9, 1938 

I have discussed with Mr. Simon, the problem 
of business practices engaged in by various Jewish indi
viduals, which you brought to our attention. While we 
are a.greed that it is an extremely difficult situation to 
deal with, we feel that it should receive the full con
sideration of the Executive Committee, and it will be 
placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Very cordially yours, 

,~,a.~~ 
st'cretary. 

P:B*SED 
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To the RepresentatiV"'S: 

I thought you would want to have a .report at this 
time of some of the activities of the Jewish Community Council. 
The following is a brief summary of special items. 

Last week the Council wrote to Secretary of State 
Hull, expressing the support all~ gratitude of the Jewish community 
of Cleveland for hia propoaal to twenty-eight .other nations, to make 
it possible for gr~ater numbers of Jews and other people to leave 
the countries where they aro being persecuted. A reply has Just 
been received, which atates that it is the hope of the United States 
government to cal+ attention and emphasize the hwnanitarian aspects 
of the entire problem, as well as to bring definite aid to the un
fortunate victims. 

Casea are being submitted regularly to tho Jewish 
Arbitration Court. There are now four controversies under consider
ation, involving Jewish institutions and organizations. Three of 
the disputes are over financi~l claimn, and the other involves a 
problem of Jewish ritual. 'rho Jewish Arbitration Court is acting to 
settle the cases in a friendly way, and to keep them out of the 
public courts. 

The population cen11.is is proceeding steadily, and the 
names of about 20,00Q Jewish families already have been tabulated and 
cleared for duplications. A_co~ittee was recently apnointed to 
supervise the 9ensus. It is composed of Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal, 
chairman; Samuel Lovine, Mrs. A.F. Mellman, Abraham Stern, and 
Loo Weidenthal. 

The Council is compilin« information for the Community 
Calendar for the monti1s of April, May, and June. If your organiza
tion is planning any important progrus, will you please see that the 
dates of these events are sent promptly to the Secretary, 10 that 
there JDA.Y be no conflict with other groups. 

A further summary will be ,ent to you soon of other 
action being taken. In the meantime, I trust th~t you will report 
the ~bove activities at your next meeting. 

April 4, 193s. 



1. Minutes 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CruNCIL 

Thursdq. April 28. 1938 at the Jewish Center 

Copies having been mailed to all members. the reading of the minutes 

was dispensed with. 

2. Jewish Population Census 

The Chairman explained that the meeting had been called by the Exe

cutive Committee for the special purpose of reconsidering the Jewish population 

ce~sus. He reviewed briefly the background of the census, pointing out that it 

originated at the suggestion of Mr. Goldhamer of the Jewish Welfare Federation to 

Mr. Howard Whipple Green. who stated that W.P.A. funds and staff could be made avail

able for the clerical worki the project was then approved by the Federation board of 

trustees, which asked the cooperation of the Jewish Community Council; the Council's 

executive committee and the entire Council had approved it and had ogreed to co
operate. 

It ha.cl been anticipated that the information would be gathered from 

three sources: {1) the data in the files of the Jewish Welfare Federation; (2) the 

membership lists of Jewish organizations; (3) the Jewish children attending the 

public schools. Some question had arisen concerning the latter phase, and the 

committee which had been appointed to supervise the project gave special considera

tion to this aspect. It reported to the Executive Committee that such information 

could be secured without dnn.ger to the Jewish children or Jewish community, and had 

recommended that it should be secured. The Executive Committee, in discussing the 

question, voted to resubmit ~he entire matter to the Council at a special meeting 

for this purpose. 

It wa.s reported that the first body of information had been tabulate~ 

and the second was partly completed. About 20,000 Jewish families had been listed 
to date. 

T~ere wa.s then prolonged discussion as to whether the project should 

be continued or stopped. Mrs. Goldsmith, Mr. Auorbach, Dr. Falkman, Mr. Schweid, 

Rabbi Klein, Mrs. Gold.ha.mer, and Mr. Morris were among those whose expressed 

opposition to the census or believed that it should be curtailed. Favoring the con

tinuation of the census or expressing the belief that there was no reason for fear

ing it were Mr. Koll in. Mr. Mayer, Mr. Stern, Mr. Wiesenfeld, Mrs· . .: Sch warzenfeld, 

Mr. Resnick, Mr. Levin~, Mr. Altshuld, Mr. Finesilver, Mr. Wasserman. 

Reasons for opposition were: it would give a powerful instrument to 

those who sought the destruction of the Jews; it was a project designed primarily to 

aid clerks rather than help the Je~ish community; it had no real value; contact with 

the Jewish children and the teachers in the public schools should be avoided; the 

federal census did not include any religious count, and the Jewish people should be 

the last to have a federal agency engage in a religious census; if the project did 

have merit, the Jewish community should find the funds for it and not depend upon a 

a public agency to help; if done at all. facts should be secured for those neighbor

hoods which needed Jewish services and assistance; information already in the files 

of the Jewish Welfare Federation was adequate; newspapers might give publicity to 

the roport and this would be harmful; the fact that the report would be in the 

Congressional library and the C1evela.nd Public library would be harmful; no other 

religious body was having a. census by the W.P.A.; it could not be accurate. 

Reasons for support were: the census would bring up to date the 

information which had been secured in 1924 and which was still being used even 

though inaccurate; there wa.s no reason to fear such a census; several other cities 

had made such a count or were planning to do so, including Cincinnati, likewise with 

W.P.A. funds, San Francisco, Minneapolis, Detroit, Toledo, and others; the federal 

census listed Jews as Russians, Poles, and other nationalities inaccurately; the 

census was almost two-thirds complete, and no valid reason could be given the W.P.A. 

for stopping it; it would provide a body of informo.tion that would be helpful 

particularly in aiding Jewish youth with educational and recreational services; the 

value of such data was evident from the fact that a national committee had been 

formed to deal with the subject, including representatives of the major national 

Jewish organizations; there would be no publicity nf individual nal!les. but merely 

statistical siu:maries; it would help the Jews of the west side, for example, in 

d~v~loping Jewish activit7; there would bo no contact with the teachers and children 
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in the public schnols, but merely with the principals, in a manner that uould not be 

harmful, and Mr. Lake, superintendent of Cleveland schonls, already had expressed 

approval of this; the Jewish comr:ru.nity could not possibly find funds to finance the 

project itself at the present time; the census wnuld be reasonably accurate; cnterial 

of questionable accuracy concerning Jewish population was already in the libraries 

f0r public consuoption, through the Atlerican Jewish Year Book o.nd other publicationJ, 

and the accurate census would not be giving any new a.nmunition to anti-Semites. 

Upon motion made, duly socondod, and co.rried by a vote of 24 to 19, 

it was decided to continue with the census. Several persons present did not vote. 

3, ijoI!lbership 

Upon rec~cmcndntion of the Executive Cnr.unittcc, the Council voted to 

grant membership to the Tetiever Social and Benefit Society; the Leaders Board of the 

Council Educational Alliance; and the Graduate Group of the Sigr.ia. Alpha Mu Frater

nity, the latter being given specinl representation. The Cl0.veland Independent Aid 

Socitty automatic~lly had qualified for membership since the last meeting. 

4. Anti-Nazi Activitz 

It was reported by Mr. Wiesenfold thnt an orgo.nization had been form

ed in Oqio to boycott Jewish nercha.nts and to refuse employment to Jews. The council 

wns inforaed that the League for HUI!lM Rightne.J.ready had taken steps in opposition 

to this group. 

The League also roported that it had taken steps to secure the co

operation of daily newspapers in not giving undue prominence to anti-Jewish news. 

The Newspapers had been requested to cive only such space as the items c~ritcd as 

news, and not ovorstress it consciously. 

The Council was inforxaed that a corm:runity meeting had been held in 

Painesville with representatives of various civic organizations, and had passed a 

resolution opposing the est~blishcent of a Nazi ca.tip in that district. 

Dr. Ernest Meyer, fomerly a.ssnciated with the Gerna.n diplomatic 

staff at Washington and who had resignod because he was opposed to Nazi action, had 

spoken to a large non-Jewish audience of several hundred persons, recently, with a 

splendid response. 

On Sunday evoning, May 1 • Dr. Thooas Mann would speak at the Public 

Music Hall under the auspices of the League for H\llJll.n Rights. The large advance 

ticket sale assured a cnpacity audience, a large proportion of which would not be 

Jewish. The sale of the tickets had brought rao.ny non-Jews to the Le°'5--UC office, 

and while there they had. inquired concerning the activity of tho Leogu.o and had taken 

anti-Nazi literature. The Newspapers had given the event much favorable publicity. 

Council meI!lbers were urged to be present with other nenbers of their organizations. 

5. H.R. 8099 

The Council was informed that there was danger of passage by the 

Congress of H.R. 8099, which would pernit goods to be imported without showing clear

ly the country of origin. This would uake it virtually ir.ipossible to prosecute the 

anti-Nazi boycott, and oenbers were urged to notify Congrossuen to vote against the 

bill. Upon motion mado, duly seconded, o.nd carried, the Chairmpn was instructed to 

wire local Congressmen to oppose tho bill. 

6. No further business cooing b~f~re the meotinr,, it was adjourned. 

Respectfully subaitted, 

(signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 



Jlay 20, 1918 

Mr. Philip Bernstete, SeoretaJl'7, 
lewieh Couun1ty Council, 
1001 Huron Road, 
Cle•eland, Ohio. 

ly dear M'r. Bernstei111 

Rabbi 811Ter ha asked me to eend l'otl 
the enclosed latter .rr011 the Cleveland 1:rancb ot 
the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored Peopl♦ and a copy or hie anewer. 

Very oordially your, 

Secret ~ to Ra bi Sil v • r 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

1001 Huron Road ,. CHerry 8176 

TO THI IIIMBDSHIP: 

Although the Community Council will hold its 
next meeting within a short time, I am sending a brief summary 
of recent activities so that you and the ~embers of your organ
ization~ lmow what the Co\Ulcil is doing. 

Will you please have a full report of these 
activities ma.de to your group at its next meeting. It has 
been brought to our attention that in several oreanizations 
the president has failed to call for Comr.runity Council re
ports. The Executive Colll!littee asks that you make these re
ports a regular part of the agenda. Only in this wey _will 
the community know what the Council is and does, ond will the 
Council have the corimunity 1 s interest and sugr.estions. 

H.R. 8099 -- In accordance with the action taken at the last 
Council oeoting, telegrams were sent to local 

Congress!!lEi.n in Washington urging them to oppose H.R. 8099. 
This bill would make it possible to import merchandise with~ 
out showing cloarly the country of origin, n.nd would be very 
harmful to the anti-Nazi boycott. Replies indicate that two 
of tho Congressman took direct action immediately. 

Catholic Universe Bulletin -- The local Cntholic nonspnper 
has publinhed several oditor

inls contnininr, statements unfnvornblo to Jews. Upon author
ity of tho Executive Comr.iittoo, the Chairmnn hns to.ken steps 
to dcru. nith tho situation. It is hoped that tho action ffill 
prove effective. The Council also has m-itten to the nntionol 
Jewish defense orgo.nizntions -- the Americo.n Jewish Comittee, 
the Ame~icon Jenish Congross, nnd the B1 nni B1rith Anti
Defl\JDa.tion too.gue -- in connection with the similo.r nntional 
problem, 

Arbitrntion -- The Jenish Arbitrntion Court is continuing to 
function quietly but effectively. It recently 

settled succossfully the clnim of two rnbbis ngninst n ffino 
mnnufncturing company, involving tho char~ thnt thoir ntlllloa 
nero boing used ffithout authority on apocir..l Pnssovor labels. 
Agreement wns roached on both sides, Md n suit in public 
court w:us nvoidod. 



Anothor cnso ffhieb ~ill be honrd soon is ~o 
suit by on individuc.l ngninat a congregation for construction 
work. Arbitrators will be J~dge Snmuol H. Silbert, Ben D. 
Gordon, a.nd llnx ltohrmon,. 

HolidQ1'-- The schools Committee hns colDl!IWlicnted with Western 
Roserve University to arrange for the poatponomont 

of examinntiona for Jeniah s~udenta who ~iahed to be absent on 
the second dey of Sha~o.th. TThich occurs on n Mondey during 
the finnl omminntion ·period. 

Dies Bill H.R. 6381 -- Upon authority of tho Executive Commit-
tee, letters h~ve been sent to locru. 

Senntors ureing ptl.Sso.go of the Dios Bill. The bill r.ould 11 b
erolizo the deportntion ln~o, o.nd was recommended by tho Nntionol 
Council of Jeuish Womon, the American Je~ish Congress, nnd the 
Hebreff Imraigrnnt Aid Society. 

Populntion Survey -- The collection of the basic inform..~tion for 
tho Je~ish populRtion survey is nlmoat com

pleted. A group of about thirty-five cnrotully ooloctod Jor.iah 
womon hnve visitod the public schools to secur~ the lnst soction 
of the desired infornation, in the manner approved by the Council 
nt the inst meeting. Thoy hnv~ roportod a most cordiol recoption 
by tho principols, uho hnvo readily mndc availnble the office 
record.a. The fncts hnve been secured ffithout cont~cting the 
teachors or children. 

Investigation -- The Council hns beon . investigntine reports of 
onti-Jonish nctivities nnd groups, in coopcrn

tion ~1th tho leB#J;Ue for Humnn Rights. This work is non under 
Trey. 

Those and othor a.ctivitios ~ill be reportod on moro fully et 
the next meeting of the Council. In tho moo.ntimo, ffill zou 
ploo.ae bo sure to have a Comr:nmity Council report nt the next 
meeting of your organizntion. 

)?vfJ.,i,-d~~ itl'\ 
President 

June 3, 1938. 
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Minutes of a Meeting of the 
'JEWISH COM~UMITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, December 14, 1937, 8:30 p.m., at the Euclid Avenue Temple 

1. Minute.a Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the minut~s 
of the previous meeting was dispensed with. 

2. Review of ~nix The Chairman reviewed briefly the following action: 

Masaryk Memorial. - As directed by the Council, a special Committee had 
drafted a resolution expressing the regret of the Jewish community of Cleveland in 
the passing of the late Thomas G Masaryk. The resolution was read at a memorial 
meeting by Rabbi Silver, and a copy had boen sent to the Czechoslovakian minister 
at Washington. 

Nazi Investigation - Copies of the Council's resolution endorsing th~ 
Federal investigation of the activities of Nazi and other grou-ps spreading racial 
and religious animosity had been sent to the designated Fcd.eral officials. Several 
replies had been received, somo pl0dging vigorous sup·?ort to the inquiry. 

Fictitious Poli tic.fll._J_s™-S -- The effoct of tbe work which the Council 
and its special Committee had been doing during thc1 -pn.st two years to eliminate 
fictitious Jewish issues from political campaigns was evident in the last campaign. 
Whereas in previous years there had been columns of front page publicity and edi
torials concerning such issues, there was very little mention of them in the last 
campaign, and this was almost entirely buried in other general storios. One circu
lar had been issued in tho East 105th Street neighborhood, but indications were 
that it did more harm than good to the group which issued it. 

Past NQble_G:_L_and,s __ QJ.Yb - Tho application for membership of this group had 
not been approved by the Executive Committee, because of its sub-minimum membership 
of twenty-five, its affiliation with a largor non-sectarian body which itself had 
not applied for membership, and its inclusion of several persons who were members 
of groups already in the Council. 

3. Christmas Programs in Publi~ Schools The Secretary reported that conferences 
were in progress with the authorities 

of the Shaker Heights schools, to seek the· elimination of objectionable Christmas 
and Easter practices. It was roCIJ.lled that similar conferences had been held with 
the Superintendents of the Cleveland and Cleveland Heights Schools, in which they 
had pledged their cooperation. and that since that time only one complaint had been 
received with regard to these schools. The work of the· Committoe had been made 
difficult, however, because Jewish parents had permitted the practice to grow in 
the schools without objection, and even when asked by school officials, had indi
cated approval. The necessity of full cooperation from the Jnrents was stressed, 
and representatives of the \rarious organizations and particularly of the temples 
and synagogues were asked to emphasize this to their memberships. 

In this connection, Julius Schweid urged that temple leaders give similar 
concern to the practice of some Jewish frunilies in having Chl'istmas trees and ex
changing Christmas gifts. It was also reported that during the past two years the 
opening day of Freshman Week at Wost,3rn Reserve University had fallen on Yorn Kippur. 
Althqugh the university had written tho Council that Jewish students would bee~
cused without penalty, the Council r,as asked to see whether the conflict could not 
be avoided entirely in the future. 

4. Arbitration It was reported by :?hilmore Haber that since the Jewish Arbi tra-
tion and Conciliation Court had been established by the Council 

last Spring, about ten cases had been brought to it, and that most of them had been 
settled without resorting to formal arbitration . .An example was the collection of 
back salary for a person who had been a teacher at a Jewish school which was no 
longer in existence. A case requiring formal arbitration had been an election dis
pute in a congregation. 

Tho Court also was attempting to settle controversies between Jewish 
individuals a.nd Christian or public institutions, where the good name of the Jewish 
community was affected. Such a case had just been handled, involving a Jewish man 
and the Paront Teachers Association of a public school, and an open split in the 
community ha.ct been prevented. 
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It sometimes ·had required a long period of negotiation before some of the 
parties in disputes had consented to arbitration, Mr Haber ttatod, and it was hoped 
that one of the by-products of the Court would be to create a widespread sens~ of 
r3sponsibility among Jewish individuals and groups for the welfare of tho entire 
Jewish community, and that they would guide their actions accordingly. In review
ing the situation as a whole, however, it was his belief that since the Court was 
organized there had been far less unfavorable publicity concerning Jewish disputes 
ti:JaJ.".i. in many years. 

5. Centennial The Centennial. Observance which had been planmd and sponsored by 
the Jewish Community Council, was reviewed and evaluated by Leo 

Wed.d.enthal. He stated that the various events had been on a high standard and had 
attracted large audiences. Included ho.d been special sermons in the synagogues and 
temples; a tree planting ceremony in the Hebrew Cultural Gardens; a music concert 
a+,tendad by an overflow throng of 1,100; o.n art exhibit of works by more than 45 
past and contemporary Cleveland Jewish artists; an historical. exhibit at the Pub
l~c Library which was on display for rore tba.n three weeks; and a conmunity meeting 
attended by 1,500. The response to the sossion3 had been enthusiastic, and the 
event had been recognized nationally by a message from President Roosevelt, and 
ctvically by the naming of a new parkway for the first Jewish settler. 

While the project had been limited by finances and staff, the Centennial 
appeared to have achieved the following results: (1) it had given the Jewish com
m-unity a perspective of its past development, which should serve as an impetus to 
further progress; (2) had centered attention upon a constructive joint effort, 
instead of the defensive measures which had been alllX)st the sole means of achieving 
any Jewish unity; (3) had highlighted cultural activities of which many persons 
h ~d not been aware, stimulating further interest and attainment in these fields; 
(4) had brought together persons of similar skills to work together for the first 
time in j oint Committees, contributing concretely to community unity; (5) had 
strengthened the Council's position in the community; (6) ha.d brought very favor
able publicity and editorials in the daily newspapers, serving to cement the place 
of Jewry in general civic life. 

6. Nazi Activities Summarizing the recent anti -Nazi ac tivities, IR Morris 
reported the following: 

Six-Dey Bicxcle Ra,ce - The League for Human Rights 11Vas a&reed that per
sons opposed to Nazism should not attend the races, since the German riders undoubt
edly would carry a.wey a substantial part of the ticket money in prizes, and a por
tion of their tax p~ent to the Gernan government would then be used for Nazi 
propaganda in this country. There woul d be no widely publicized boycott of the 
races, however. 

Boycott - All of the large local stores were cooperating completely in 
the boycott of German goods, with the exception of one which had some German toys. 
Sears-Roebuck was still selling German merchandise, however, as were all the Five 
and Ten Cent Stores, except Neisners. 

Nazi Convention - Numerous letters and telephone calls had come from both 
Jews and non-I ews to the M~or and Safety Department, asking that no permit be 
issued for a Nazi parade in conjunction vn.th the regional convention of the German 
American Bund which was held in Cleveland on November 13. The Community Council 
was among those who had sent such a message, and no permit had been issued and no 
parade was held. The City Council had passed a resolution unanimously stating that 
the convention was not welcome in Cleveland, and tho C.I.O. had picketed the meet
ing as a measure of protest. A successful anti-Nazi meeting had been arranged on 
the following evening under the auspices of the German American Cul tu.ral League. 

Professor Polt - The ''Union Leader", labor newspaper, had published an 
article concerning the Nazi salute given by Professor Polt of Western Reserve Uni
versity at the convention, and reprints had been distributed widely. A letter con
cerning his action had been sent by the League for Human Rights to President 
L01:1tner. 

Newap(i)ers - The daily newspapers recently had taken a much more aggres
sive stand in opposition to Nazi activities, particul nrl;,r aft er it had been 
learned that the local Nazi membership was smaller th~n i1al been be~leved. 

German Films - The Associated Theaters had ·, ::.·\;kvr~. t ne lease which had 
been made innocently with a group intending to show G- -:;n ,n1>-mo.o.o films at the Gordon 
SqU8re Tb.eater. and at considerable financial sncrif::. ,~3 1 lvl leased the theater to 
another group showing Austrian and Hungarian pi r.t ':i:',.. !i . \Jn1 le these were in the 
German language, they were not sympathetic to t l:c ::, ... zi r,3f,lne. 
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Literg,ture - The League for Human Rights had distributed considerable 
quantities of reprints of anti-Nazi articles. Organizations desiring such material. 
for their membership were asked to call the League office. 

. In the discussion of tha report by Mr Wiesenfeld, Mr Schoenfeld, and 
ot~ers, it was stated that the local Staatsverband was composed of forty important 
German organizations and that it was controlled by the Cleveland Nazi leaders. A 
large number of German groups were being subjected to Nazi propaganda, by Nazis 
who were working within their membership. It was stated also that the German 
Round Table was more dangerous than the German American l3und. The activities of 
some Western Reserve University professors said to be leaders of the local pro
Nazi a.nd pro-Fa.sci st groups were discussed, as was the necessity ot preventing 
another German student exchange. These matters were referred to the Anti-Nazi 
League for further attention. It was stated that in general, however, there 
appeared to be developing a stronger anti-Fasci st sentiment in the community, and 
that the primary task was to strengthen a.nd spread this attitude. 

7. Discrimina,tion in EQlPloymont 'l'he Cornnittee dealing with the problem of dis-
c im1nat1on in employment, headed by Mil ton 

Altschul., reported the following activity1 it was contacting individual employers 
about whom apparently authentic reports had been received that they were discrim
inating;had. taken steps to secure the cooperation of prominent Catholics in con
tacting the newspapers to have them discontinue publishing advertisements of 
"Gentile Preferred" and "Protestant Preferred"; had held conferences with placement 
directors of three more colleges and employment agencies, to secure valuable infor
mation a.nd to get their consent to refrain from any practices which might s~gest 
discrimination to employers; and was planning additional conferences with groups of 
large Jewish employers. 

A meeting also had been held recently with representatives of the various 
Jew; sh organizations directly concerned with the problem of vocational guidance and 
placement. The group had recomrnended that the Jewish Welfare Federation and the 
Clf;tveland Welfare Federation jointly should take steps to bring about a.n expanded 
program of vocational guidance in the public schools, and would continue to meet to 
give further attention to the special Jewish aspects of the problem. 

8. _American Jewish Oong:ess Abraham Kollin reviewed briefiy the recent confer- •: 
. ence of the .Aoerican Jewish Congress held in Wash-
ington, stating that among the matters considered were discrimination in employment, 
the possibility of suits for criminal libel against individuals who slander the 
Jewish people, and the situation of world Jewry. The conference had approved p+ans 
whereby two-thirds of the delegates to its conference in June, 1938, would be 
chosen by direct election, and the other third by national Jewish organizations. 

9. Polish Jewry A delegation was present from the Jewish Peop1~ 1 s Committee for 
United Action Against F ascism and Anti-Semitism, with Mr Eleph 

and Mr La.idman as spokesmen. They reported that a conference called by their • 
group had sent a. delegation to Washington which joined with one thousand other 
delegates from various cities to meet with the Secretary to the President, with 
Secretary of State Bull, and with some Congressnen, to seek aid for the Jews of 
Poland. They announced that they were planning a Tag D~ to raise funds for Polish 
J evtry, and that there would be a mass meeting on Thur sd~, December 16, to hear the 
report of the Washington delegates. They asked the Cormmni ty Council to take a 
positive stand in the matter and to call a conference of all Jewish organizations 
to take appropriate protest action. If a united front of all Jewish organizations 
were achieved and such a conference were called, the Jewish People's Committee 
would give up their independent action. 

The request was discussed at length with Messrs Wiesenfeld, Woldman, 
Altshuld, Curtis, Atkin, Adelstein, Rabbi Cohen, and others participating. It was 
stated in the discussion that most of the thirty-six groups said to be included in 
the People• s Cormni ttee were really branches of the Conmunist organization, a.nd 
that the Council should not unite with a group which condemned the pogroms in 
Poland while supporting them in Palestine; that the Committee had never contacted 
the Council before taking independent action; that it had merely repeated what had 
been done by the ~erican Jewish Congress during the past summer, and had so timed 
1 ts \'IOrk as to harm in part the Congress' last conference in Washington~ that 
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reports from Poland indicated a change of attitude toward the Jews by the Polish 
government, that nothing should be done which would turn the government back to 
anti-Semitism, and. that action should be guided by the advice of Polish Jewish 
leaders; that the Council already ha.cl done what the Committee was requesting, since 
it ha.d taken a positive stand in the matter and in effect was in itself a confer
ence of .the Jewish organizations of the city; and it was proposed that the Council 
should vote a censure of the mass meeting and the Tng Day. .ln alternate froposal 
was that the Council should appoint a Committee to confer with the Peoples Com
mittee further in the matter if the latter would agree to give up its own plans 
for the time being, but tho representatives stated that they had no authority to do 
this. Instead they extended an invitation to send a speaker to the ma.ea meeting, 
which found no expression of accopto.nce. It was stated finally that the fundamen
tal basis for the Council's existence was that it represented the Jewish community 
of the city, and tha.t any proposals should be brought to the Council for action, 
abiding by its decision. The floor of tho Counc-11 was open to all groups. 

10. Nominating Conmittee The Council elected the following persons to constitute 
a Nominating Committee: Eugene H Freed.heim, Chairman; 

Mrs David Ralph Hertz, Rabbi Israel Porath, George Mayer, Meyer Weintraub, Max 
Kohrman, and George Kath. 

11. Jewish Population Study The Council approved a motion to cooperate in a pro-
posed survey of the Jewish population of the city, 

to be conducted under the direction of Howard W Green with W.P.A. funds and staff, 
with proper gu.ida.noe. Organizations would be expected to supply the names and 
addresses of their members. The information would be helpful in planning various 
Je~ish educational, recreational., and other facilities and services. 

12. Membershil) Upon recommendation of the Executive Cormnittee, tho Council 
granted membership to the Kiever Hebrew Aid Society and the Alpha 

Omega Fraternity. and special representation to the Montefiore Old Home. 

13. Announcements .Announcements were made of the dramatic product~on by the 
Ohio State Hillel Players to be given at Severance Hall Sun

day evening, December 26, under the auspices of the B'nai B1rith Cleveland Auxil
¼Eµ'y; and of the several citizenship classes being offered without charge by the 
~•nai B'rith and Council of Jewish Women in various parts of the city. Applica
tion for the latter could be made to the Council Educational Alliance of the 
Council of Jewish Women office. 

14. New Years Eve Celebratiana Rabbi Cohen called attention to the fact that 
soma Jowish organizations were planning celebrations on New Years Eve, which fell on a Friday. He said that Rabbi Silver and 

Rabbi Briclmer concurred with him in the belief that every effort should be ma.de 
tQ cancel or postpone these events, and that if this were impossible in some cases, 
at least no general publicity should be given to them. This conflict had been 
avoided by the social clubs in Chica.go, and similar action had been urged by the rabbis in Buffalo. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary. 



1. Minutes 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Thursday, September 16, 1937, 8:30 p.m., at the Jewish Center. 

Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the minutes was dispensed with. 

2. Symnary of Council Activities 

Tho Chairman reviewed briefly several of the a.ctivi ties which had 
taken place siroe the last Comuw1ity Council meeting. Included were the following: 

Polish Situation -- A Comnittee had gone to Washington to confer with Secretary State Hull as part of a national delegation seeking the friendly intervention of the United States in halting the pogroms in Poland, on the basis of 
the latter's treaty obligations to minorities. Resolutions were also sent by the Council to Washington. The action had been authorized by the Executive Committee, as directed by the Council, on the basis of advice from the .American Jewish Congress and the American Jewish Com:nittee. Although the administration refused to change 1 ts non-intervention policy, the conference demonstrated that the State Department was fully informed of the Polish situation, and remarks in Congress and newspaper publicity follo~ing the meeting indicated a strong stir 
of public sentiment against the pogro~s. Cleveland delegates were Abraham Kollin, Philmore J Haber, and Albert Woldma.n. 

Relmuth Hirsch -- Both national organizations had stated that they had already undertaken all that could be done to prevent and protest the execution of Helmuth Hirsch by the Nazi government, a.nd advised against local action here. This advice was accepted. 

Arbitration -- The Arbitration Committee had been successful recently in bringing together disputing parties in three cases. These involved a suit by an individual against a Jewish institution for work which he claimed to have done; a suit by a. rabbi against a congregation for back salary; and a suit by a Jewish individual against a Christian charitable organization, which was having unfortunate reporcussions because of the tactics used. 

Fic\it1ous Political Issues -- A letter had been sent to all Council members by the Conmittee on Fictitious Jewish Political Issues, asking them to report to the Conmittee any such false issues as came to their attention in the c'\rrent campaign. The Committee planned to hold a meeting very soon. 

Schools and Colleges - As in the past, letters had been sent to the a~thorities of all local schools and colleges, informing them of the dates of Jewish holidays, and requesting that examinations and other important work be avoided on those occasions, so that Jewish stud.E3nts would not be penalized by their absence from classes. The replies received assured the Council of their continued cooperation. 

3. Centennial 

Mr Woldman reported that preparation had been going on actively for the Centennial Week October 24-31, marki -~ the 100th anniversary of Jewish settlement in Cleveland. Several Committe .shad be9n appointed to direct the various projects, and theso evonts were now taki.16 definite shape. Chairmen of the Cormnit·
tooo woro: Mrs Emil Brud.no, music proc rai:1 , David 11arshawsky, art exhibit, Leo Weidenthal, library historical exhH,it; Leonard Lcn~y, essay contests; Mrs Sig Braverman, children's programs; Edward M Baker, civic meeting; Albert A Woldman and Mrs AF Mellman, compilation of the history of the local Jewish Community. 

It was emphasized that the participation of the entire Jewish Community was sought for the Centennial Week programs, and preside rts of member organizations had been requested to avoid scheduling special events during that week, s0 that their mombership would be free to participate in the Centennial. It was also pointed out that the primary purpose of the Centennial was not a demonstration of Jewish achievement for the general community, but rather to serve as an 
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integrating, constructive forco for the Jewish commuiity and to bring about within 
it a better understanding and appreciation of local Jewish history and de~elopment 
and Jewish values. 

4. D1J.Qrim1nat1on in Erqployrpent 

Mil ton .A.l tachul reportod that the Committee on Emplo;ynont had been in
vestigating complaints which had come to it concerning anti-Semitic discrimina
tion in thC3 W.P .A. ~neral lqoffs which had taken place when Cleveland' a quota 
had bean cut. It was found that the proportion of Jews discharged was approxi
mately the am:ie as the general prcportion laid off, and investigation of the 
individual cases brought no evideace of discrimination. The Cornittee had con
ferred with high W.P.A. officials and had thoir full cooperation in tracking 
down any indication of anti-Semitism . 

.A. second conference had been hold with large Jawish employers to 
secure their advice and assistance in dealing with the problem of discrimination, 
and had reeoived valuable information and suggestions. Another conference was 
planned soon with representatives of several agencies directly concerned with 
Jewish vocational. guidance and placement, which was related to the problem of 
discrimination, a.nd it was hoped that from such & session would coma at least 
the beginning of a broad, coordinated program. 

5. Relationship to League for Human Rights 

A special Oomnittee had been appointed following the last meeting of 
the Cocmunity Council to clarify the relationship of the Council and the League 
for Human Rights Against Nazism, and to advise concerning further action with 
regard to the German student 3xchango. The Comrnitteo 1 s report, which had been 
accepied by theExecutive Ornrnittee, was presented by Sidney N Weitz. 

The Committee pointed out that the Loague was an autonomous body, on 
the general principle of Article IX, Section 2, of the Constitution; and that 
it was a basic principle of the Council to assist rather than supereodo organi~ 
tions already in existence which were handling specific problems effectively, 
as noted by the Executive Committee on June 11, 1936. It urged that the League 
strengthen its non-Sectarian character, rather than become a strictly Jewish 
organization, but pointed out the ~&cessity of having a close working relation
ship between the League and the Council, so that the conmuni ty might be fully 
informed of tha League's a.cti vi ties, and the Le~e would hava a re~ channel 
for securing con:munity sentiment and support, which waa essential for the effec
tiveness of its work. That there was already a close affiliation was indicated 
by the fact that half of the League's executive committee were members of the 
Community Council, ropresonting various organizations. It was suggested, how
ever, that it would be helpful to have a wider representation on the League 
executive committee than at ~resent, by adding persons who would reflect views 
of elements in the community which currently did not appear to have adequate 
representation. 

With rogard to the German student exchange. the Committee proposed 
that tho Council go on record clearly condemning the project on the ground that 
it was not & bona fide oxcha.nge but an attempt to develop acceptance of a regime 
that existod on he.trod 8.ild persecution, and pledging the effort of the Council 
to prevent similar schemes in the future. 

Upon ootion made, duly seconded, and carried, tho Council endorsed 
the action of the Executive Oormnittoe in approving the report of the Conmittee. 

6. Anti-Hazi Activity in Cloveland 

IR Morris. reporting for the League for Human Rights .A.gainst Nazism, 
presented the following information: 

Investigation revealed that Sir Henry Deterding, who had just 
made another tremendous contribution to the Nazi party in Germany, still 
owned two-thirds of the stock of the Shell Oil Co. 

Efforts thus far had been successful in ke9Ping out of Cleve
land German moving pictures which were spreading Nazi and anti-Semitic 
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propaganda. Two leases vri th Thi3atc~rs, inadvertently r.iade, had been 
brok011. 

The German American Cultural Lea~e, an anti-Nazi group, 
had recently been host to a national musical festival, which accord
ing to reports had bGen attended by 20,000 people. Songs sung were 
those which had been banned by tho Nazi Government in Germany, and 
the audience Ivas constantly reminded of this. 

The Anti-Nazi 108.csilG executive Cor.1r.1ittce had se0n the evi
dence used by theClevulaad Press in the expose of the Association of 
Leag,ues as an a.nti-Senitic or;a.niza.tion. A close tie-up with tho 
Silver Shirts had bean shown, the na,"10 s of prominent Cl0vela.nders 
alleg'3d to hava contributed to the Associa.t io:1 ucre listed, and co
o,era.tion with local Nazis, ·w~e rovi3aled. Tho evidence had been un
covered by tho Leabue A..isainst War and Fasci sr.1, fu1d tho League for 
Huna:a Ri~ts while de sir in::; that this group continue its investigation, 
had decidod that it could aot officially contribute to its financial 
support, or join '.7i th it to the ext3nt of o~Ldorsing its nass meeting 
or its request for an investigation by tho City Council. 

Investigation of th0 Nazi CarJp in Clov Jla:1d had revealed 
marchin5 behind Nazi flac;s, Nazi salutes, and net ions derogatory to 
the Uni tod States govarnr_·.ent a11d flag. Tho ca:;'1p had boon a failure, 
and had closed after tan days. 

There v,ns al so svidouce b;1for0 tho League that at least one 
of the professors at Wo st:::irn Ro s,1rv,J Uni vcrsi ty was strongly pro
Fascist aJ1d ruiti-Sorni tic. 

There was a loa~; discussion of tho evidence uncovered concerning the 
Association of Lof16--ues, a:1d the questio:a of possible 9..l.pport and assistanci:} by 
the Anti-Nazi League B.!ld Con~lmity Cou11cil to tho Loa~ue Against War and FAs
cisr.1 in this investigatioa. It v:ras boliovod by sor:10 that such support should 
be given because of the service bein5 ronderod to the Je,;1ish Cor.ununity; others 
opposed any tie-up, while favoring a. continuation of the investigation, because 
of so□o of the r.10r!1b Jr ship and othar acti vi tics of the Lea.[.,ru.e Against War and 
Fascien, which were eaid to be connected with tho investigatiou. They believed 
that oach agency should continue its work in its o,m way. 

It was explained that the Executive Cornr.1ittoe of the Community Conncil 
at its last meeting had discussed the situation thoroughly and had decided not 
to join in a request for a Councilmanic invcstigatio:a, as sought by the League 
Against War and Fasci st:i, partly because the City Council had no power to sub
poena witnesses and it was not believed that such an investigation could be 
effective. A Committee had been appointed, includin6 Mrs Sie6r.nu1d Herzog, Rabbi 
Armond E Cohen, and Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal, to meot r;i th the League for Hu.man 
Rights and advise the Co::1r:runi ty Council concerning further action. 

Mrs Herzog reported for the Cor:mitteo, and stated that the City 
Council had requested a federal investigation of activities ai~d organizations 
in Cloveland which were spreading racial and religious hatred; and the Federal 
Department of Justice had undortcl<:en u survey of Nazi activities throughout 
the country. The Corm:ni t tee recomr.iended that the Council adopt the following 
resolution: 

11The Jewish Com;:runity Council of Cleveland, including in 
1 ts mot1b0rship more than 130 or.g:-1nizations and representing the Jew
ish population of the city, strongly endor~es the action of the Fed
eral government in conducting an investigation of Nazi activities in 
the United States, through tho Dapartnent of Justice, and urges that 
there be a full investization and exposo of the activitics of Nazi 
and other organizations which ar1J spreadinE~ racial and religious 
anioosity in Cleveland and other parts of the United States 11 • 

It recorruJended that copies of the resolution be sent to President 
Roosevelt, Attorn~y General Cu"'T.'lings, J Ed5nr Hoover, and congressional leaders 
and local congressmen. Upon motion made, duly seconded, and carried, the reso
lution and recomr.1endation were adopted. 
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7. Membershi:p 

The Council accepted for cetibership the B1nai B'rith Balfour Auxiliary, 
and granted it representation. There Tias considerable discussion of the appli
cation of the Past Noble Grands Club, and upon motion made. duly seconded, and 
carried, the matter was referred to the Executive Co:n:nittee for further consid
eration and action. It was stated as a basic principle, that organizations 
having fewer than 75 mor.1b3rs must hava soi~e activity or service which makes it 
peculiarly qualified for reprosentatio~1, in order to be granted spocial dispensa
tion. 

8. German Jewish Rofugees 

The assistano of Council representatives and their organizations' mec
bors was requested by Sidney Weitz, to aid Gerna.n Jewish refugees who had come to 
Cleveland in finding employmont. Porsons knov1ing of available positions were 
asked to call Mrs Jacobs at the Jev1ish Social Sorvico Bureau. 

9. Masaryk Memorial 

The Council was informed that Dr Thomas G Masaryk, fou.i~der and first 
president of Cmchoslovakia and staunch friend of tho Jews and all minorities, 
had recently died. A memorial necting was boin5 planned for ru1 early da1e by 
the local Czechs, and it was believed that some expression from the local 
Jewish Corm:iunity would be fitting. Soveral sug6estions were made with regard 
to the form of such a.n expression, ancl upon motion r.iade. duly seconded, and 
unanicously carried, the Chairman was authorized to appoint a special Committee 
to deternino and tako appropriate n.ctioil. 

10. No further business com1~1g b'3fore the r:ieet ing, it was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary. 
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