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Will 70u please t17 to review these minutes 

before the meeting of the BxedtlYe Comm! ttee 

Monda7 evening? 



• 

JEWISH COMMUNITY COONCIL 

_00MMARY OF MEETING WEINESDAY, JULY 26, 1939, at 8130 P ,M. AT THE HEIGHTS TniPLE 

Mr Max Simon, Chairman, reviewed briefly the major action which had 
been taken since the last meeting: 

State Cooperation -- At the direction of the EJcecutive Committee, the 
Secretary had sent letters to Je,vish leaders and Community Councils in other 
Ohio cities to arrange for cooperation in matters of concern to Jews through-
out the state. The first replies had been favorable, agreeing to work together 
and to clear with one another, instead of each city talcing independent and some
times ill-advised and ineffective action. Cooperation had already been achieved 
informally through a group which had functioned su.ccossfully in )Jla.tters in the 
State Legislature of direct and particular concern to Jews. 

Wo.gner-Rogers Bill - The Council twice had written to presidents and 
representatives of Jewish organizations, as~ing them to hnve their members 
urge local Congressmen and Senators to support the Wagner-Rogers Bill, which 
would admit 10,000 Germon refugee children to the United States in 1939, and 
10,000 in 1940. J. large number of such messages had been sent. Stops were 
also taken to make sure that a local station would carry the special Katherine 
Hepburn - Bu.rgoss Meredith broadcast in support of tho Bill, and the local 
newspapers had carried favorable editorials. 

Mr. Bender and Mr. Sweeney said that they would support the Bill, nnd 
Mr. Taft stated that he would vote against it. An effort had been made to 
change Mr. Taft's position, without success. The other local Congressmen would 
not commit themselves. The Bill had been reported out in on unsatisfactoryform 
by tho Senate Committee, and nn attempt was being made by a national non
sectarian Committee to secure reconsideration and passage in a more favorable 
form. If the effort failed, a more intensive drive would be mnde at the next 
session of Congress to pass the Bill. 

Refugee Plans -- Mr. Simon read a lcttor from the Joint Distribution 
Committee, in re~ponse to an inquiry from the Council, which stated definitely 
that there would be no "ransoming" of Jews in Germany in the new plans of the 
Intergovernmental Committee, and that nothing would be done which would in the 
slightest wa:y strengthen the German economy. There would be n~ cJmmercinl 
transfer of German merchandise, n.nd emigrants would remove only their own 
personal property. A new Coordinating Foundation had been established to 
facilitate the emigration and resettlement of refugees, and there was some 
encouragement in the recognition and proposal thn.t governments should help to 
finance this resettlement instead of depending entirely upon private funds 
which had proved inadequate. 

Discrimination, »nployment, Youth -- It was announced that ns a result 
of two recommendations by the Council and a third in which it had participated, 
three new projects were being established and financed by the Jewish Welfare 
Fund. .A. new agency was being set up to combat discrimination in employment, 
carrying forward on an intensive scale the wJrk which ha.d been done by a 
Committee of the Council during the past three years. A second agency would 
give vocational gu.idnuce and help find employrnent, merging and expanding work 
which had been done to date by several agencies. The third project would in
volve tho employment of a coordinator to guide the recreational and cultural 
activities of Jewish youth, ond to help them find adequate facilities. It was 
said that the establishment of the three projects was one of the most important 
actions taken by tho Jewish comnn.mity in many yenrs, being of tremendous import
ance particularly to Jewish youth, and that the Community Council could tnko 
pride in having helped to bring them about. 

Bishop Schrembs Letter - The Chairman read a letter from Archbishop 
Joseph Schrembs, written in reply to a letter from the president of the Council, 
stating that "Through all my life I have endeavored honestly and fearlessly to 
fight against rn.cial ancl. religious hatred. I dcprcco.te with all my heart the 
inhuman campaign that is being waged against y)ur people because of y~ur race 
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and because of your religion •...• Let us unite our prayers that our Merciful 
Father in heaven may bring back to a distracted world the sentiments of real 
brotherhood. 11 

Jewish Population Survey - It was announced that the Jewish popula
tion survey which had been begun a year and a half ago under the joint 
2uspices of the Council and the Jewish Welfare Federation had been completed, 
and would be off the press within a week. It contained 123 pages of detailed 
infonnation, and was the most intensive study of its kind ever made locally. 
The facts were expected to be very valuable in guiding future recreational, 
sul tural, and other Jewish services. The final form hH.d been ed.i ted by a 
special Committee of the Council. 

National Conference of Jews & Christians -- A Cleveland branch of 
the National Conference of Jews o.nd Christians was being organized to build 
understanding nmong Catholics, Protestants, and Jews, and to fight propaganda 
which sought to devolop racial 3.I'ld religious hatred. Philmore Haber, second 
vico-president of the Council, had been named one of the three Co-Chairmen, and 
Mrs. Siegnro.nd Herzog, a member of the Council's Executive Committee, had been 
chosen one of the three Vico-Chainnen. Dr. Arthur Culler was Executive Chair
man, and Rev. Robert C. Grady, who recently had vigorously denounced anti
Semitism and Father Coughlin, was Executive Secretary. Various Committees 
were being formed, and the Officers of the Comrmmity Council were giving their 
full assistance to help the organization become n vigorous and effective in
fluence in the conummity. 

Palestine -- .An overflow attendance of more than 4,000 people had 
attended the mass meeting arranged by the Council on May 21 to voice the 
protest of the Cleveland Jewish Corrummity against the British White Paper. 
The Council was continuing its policy of following the directions of the 
National ]mergency Committee for Palestine, nnd its special Committee was 
ready to meet on call. 

Arbitrntion -- The Jewish Arbitration Court was continuing quietly 
to serve the community. One of its recent successful cases had involved a 
Jewish divorce which was beyond the jurisdiction of the civil courts and which 
two Rabbis had been unable to handle alone. 

Community Calendar - The Comnru.nity Calendar had been used more fre
quently during the past year than ever before by organizations to clear dates. 
As a result there had been practically no conflicts in programs. Letters 
would be sent again soon to the organizations to secure the necessary informa
tion for the coming season. 

Constitutional .Amendment The Council adopted the following amendment to the 
Constitution recommended by the Executive Committee, 

replacing .Article IV, Section 1: "Any Jewish organization of Metropolitan 
Cleveland whoso primn.ry purpose and function is to further Jewish comnnmal, 
cultural, fraternal, or religious life, provided it has been in existence for 
at least one year prior to applic~tion for admission to the Council, shall be 
eligible for membership in the Council." 

.Anti-Nazi .Activity Miss Grace Meyette, reporting for the League for Human 
Rights Against Nazism, informed the members that reliable 

information revealed that the Czechs whose territory had been absorbed by 
Germany were continuing and fostering resistance to the Nazis; within Gennany 
itself there was increasing evidence of anti-Nazi activity among non-Jews; the 
League wns cooperating closely with the Volunteer Christian Committee to Boy
cott Nazi Gennnny, which had recently secured pledges from 5,000 prominent 
Christians not to use Germon merchandise; travel of Americans in Gennany bad 
dropped 5~ this summer as compared with last summer; locally the Czechs o.nd 
the Polish groups were becoming more active in the support of the boycott; 
the League had distributed thousands of pieces of anti-Nazi and anti-Coughlin 
literature during the past few weeks in Christian neighborhoods and to 
Christian and church groups. Samples of this literature were displayed. 



The current local activities of Nazi groups in Cleveland wero des
cribed, and the extent and nature of anti-Semitism in Clevelo.nd wore analyzed 
und discussed. Miss Meyette urged the representatives to write to local 
Congressmen in support of the Celler Bill, H.R. 3286, which aimed to reduce 
unfair Nazi business competition and to aid .American industries, andH R 5986 
which would ~uke it necessary to on.rk more clearly merchandise iL1ported froo 
other countries. 

Father Coughlin The Executive Conr.iittee recently had devoted a special 
oeeting to the Coughlin problem, attended by Mr. Simon 

b'hetzer, president of the Detroit Jewish CorJrnunity Council. It had been agreed 
that local conr.ronities should bring pressure upon the General Jewish Council 
to inaugurate a more aggressive national policy, and that the sur.ner months 
should be used for preparation of local pr0grans should the General Jewish 
Cou..~cil still refrain from a national program. 

Since that meeting the Council had been infoined by the General Jewish 
Council, in a letter which Mr. Simon read, that at the present tine it did not 
think a national radio prograr.i wise, n.nd thnt if the situation in some cities 
r.iade local progrru:is advisable, it would be glad to assist. The Council also 
had been inforr.ied by Detroit that a oass neeting had been held, addressed by 
Rev. Walton E.Cole of Toledo, under the auspices of the Unitarian Fellowship 
for Social Justice, in which Hitler propngandists n.nd Father Coughlin in parti
cular were blasted. Additional information wns expected soon, and the Executive 
Committee at its last meeting had authorized the appointment of a special Com
mittee to give concentrated attention to the Coughlin problem in Cleveland and 
to recommend a local course of action, in cooperation with the Leagu.e for Human 
Rights. Following discussion of the matter, the Council voted to approve the 
recommendation of the Executive Committee in authorizing the appointment of such 
a special Cormnittee. 

Kashruth Mr. Max Kohrman rend the report of Knshruth Committee, which had 
been appointed a year ago at the request of some of the Orthodox 

Rabbis because of the chaotic situation resulting from the complete lack of 
supervision of the retail meat markets and because the Rabbis themselves had 
been unable to solve the problem. The Committee had held about twenty meetings 
and conferences, to consult all parties involved before making any recommenda
tions • 

.lfter meeting with the City Health Commissioner concerning the possi
ble enforcement of the State Kashruth Law, with the Orthodox Rabbis to have 
them unite, with the wholesale meat packers n.nd the retail butchers to seo in 
what manner they would cooperate, the Committee had become convinced that a 
thorough, fundamental soluti0n was necessary. It was o.grced that it was just 
as unsound for the packers to select and pay their o,m supervisors as it would 
be for the butchers to control and pey for their own inspection, and therefore 
proposed the following plan: 

1. Administrati0n of Kashruth should be under the direction of a 
.Board of Kashruth, representing the Jewish cormnunit7 and giving due place to 
t"he Orthodox Rabbis; 

2. Rabbis, schochtim, and inspectors for both retail and wholesale 
meat eetablishments smuld be employed and paid directly by the Board of Kash
ru.th and not by private individuals; 

3. The :Board of Kashruth would supply meat packers with schoch tim and 
Rabbis, charging a uniform fee for each unit of meat slaughtered and suporvisod, 
so that the cost would be proportionate to the service; 

4. The fee would be large enough to cover the cos~ of both retail and 
wholesale supervision, but would not be a burden tJ the packers inasmuch as the 
cost would be absorbed in the price to the consumer as it has been in the past 
and as it would be under any system of supervision. 

This plan had been presented to the Orthodox Rabbis at two meetings, 
and they were asked to join with the Community Council n.nd the schochtirn in 
going to the packers to propose the plan. The Rabbis found no fault with the 
plan at the first meeting, but wonted the asF-urancc that their livelihood would 
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not be threatened if they were compelled to lose a period of employment in 
putting the plan into operation, a request which they were told they had a 
right to make of the community. 

At the second meeting, the Rabbis said that they had appointed one of 
their members as their spokesman, a Rabbi employed by the largest packer, wit~ 
out having arrived at any decision as to what he was to say. This Rabbi then 
rejected the plan, refusing to give any reason why it would not work and why it 
wcs not acceptable. He did not think it necessary to divulge any alternative 
plans to the Community Council, and said that the Rabbis would not work with 
the Council in the matter -- despite the fact that it was the Rabbis themBelves 
who had requested the Council to go into the matter, and despite the repeated 
assurance by the Council that it would in no wa::, interfere with the religious 
authority of the Rabbis. The other Rabbis present at the meeting had said 
nothing. Having studied the problem for a year and having proposed a solution 
which it believed to be thorough and practical, and with which no fault had been 
found, the Committee had carried out its instructions and the matter now rested 
with the Comnnmity, whose problem and responsibility the matter ,vas. 

In the long and active discussion which followed the report, there was 
no criticism of the plan proposed by the Committee. It was felt by some, howeve~ 
that the Committee should be discharged with thanks, because they believed that 
the problem had not been solved by other cities and could not be solved here, 
and there could be no solution unless the Rabbis were united and that this could 
not be achieved, that the problem was a religious one and therefore outside the 
scope of the Council, that enforcement would require the help of the city and 
that it would be highly inadvisable to bring tho government into any religious 
matter, and that those who really wanted kosher meat would know how to get it 
and the others didn't care. 

On the other hand, many persons rose to sey- that the problem was deep 
rooted and serious, that it affected not only the Orthodox Jews but the entire 
comnrunity, comparing it to one part of a body which when diseased help to 
destroy the remainder, that it was more than a religious question since it 
involved misrepresentation and corruption in Jewish life and JJUblic scandal, 
and that even as a religious question the Conservative laymen and Rabbis were 
also directly concerned and that the great majority of Jews of the world still 
observed Kashruth as a matter of Jewish law, that the community had been "let 
down" by the Orthodox Rabbis, the group from whom it had a right to expect the 
greatest interest and cooperation, that their action constituted a "slap in the 
face" to the Jewish community to whom they were really responsible and that the 
community and Orthodox synagogues and organizations should make clear that re
sponsibility, that the Jewish corrmru.nity had looked to the Council for a solution 
of the problem and that the Council could not withdraw. 

It was said further that actually most of t~e Orthodox Rabbis were in 
agreement with the plan proposed by the Committee of the Council but were being 
dominated by one of the Rabbis and that if any individual attempted such domina
tion his authority should be challenged and his position ignored, that it was 
an internal problem in Jewish life which was a direct responsibility of the 
Council and that if the Council did not do so others would attempt it on their 
own initiative complicating the matter further, and that Jews were paying for 
kosher meat and had a right to get it. 

In explanation of the Orthodox Rabbi's position, it was said that the 
responsibility lcy partly with the Orthodox synagogues which paid the Rabbis ~o 
poorly that they were compelled to depend upon income from Kashruth for a live
lihood, and it was suggested that if the inauguration of a new plan of Kashruth 
supervision caused them to lose their income, provision should be made by the 
Jewish community for a loan to tide them over such a period. In reply, it was 
st~ted that the Rabbis had been assured that the elimination of misrepresenta
tion would increase their income by substituting meat actually kosher for non
kosher meat being sold now as kosher, thereby increasing the number of super
visors necessary in the production and sale of kosher meat, and that they would 
not be expected to sacrifice their livelihood. 



., 

It was suggested thn.t the report of the Committee should be mailed to 
the Rabbis o.nd to the presidents of all Jewish organizations, and publishe~ in 
the Jewish newspapers, so thnt the Jewish community and particularly the con,. 
sumers would lmow the actual situc.tion. The Council was infonned, however, that 
the Rabbis had held a long meeting that afternoon and had come to the conclusion 
that the matter should be given further consideration, and wished the Comr.nmity 
Council to continue its efforts ond to cooperate with it. 

In view of this information it was agreed that the report of the Committoo 
should not be sent to the member organizations at the present time, and it was 
therefore moved, duly seconded, and carried that the matter should be referred 
back to the Committee for further consideration and action, and that the Chair
man. should have the power to augment the Comnittee. 

Membership The Council approved the membership application of the Alpha 
Epsilon Pi Cleveland. Alumni Club. 

The meeting wns then adjourned. 

(signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 
Secretary 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerry 8176 

Babbi A. R.Silver, 
The Temple 
E. 105th & Ansel Ro&d 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

During the past several weeks the Committee on Personnel 
of our new l3ureau on Jewish Bmployment Problems has been 
securing applications for the poaition of Executive 
Director of the new agene7. Practicall.7 all of the 
applicants, however, reside in other cities, and while 
our Committee would not be adverse to the employment of 
such a person, it sees definite advantages in having the 
Director alrea~ familiar with Cleveland. 

We are wondering therefore whether you might lmow ~one 
in your congregation or local acquaintance who might be 
qualified for the position. As you know. the agency, 
which will have the responslbility of combatting discrim
ination against Jews in emplo1111ent, will require a Director 
of unusual maturi t7 and poiae, well balanced judcment, a 
large degree of tact, and an engaging personalit7. 

We should appreciate it greatly if you could give the 
matter some thought and would give me an;r suggestions 
7ou ~ have within a week or so, in order that our Com
mittee may proceed with the evaluation of applications 
and the selection of a Director. 

September 21, 1939 

Sincerel,- yours, 

Milton P. Altachul, Chairman 
Jureau on Jewish lmployment Problem• 



Rt. Rev. Archbishop Josenh Schrembs 
N.B.C. Bldg. 
Cle,:eland, Ohio 

My dear ArchbishoP. Schrernbs: 

September 25, 1939 

The Jewish people of ClevelRnd have noted with chagrin and disapDoint
ment the newspaper and r~.o.io anuo1.1.ncements that you are to preside 
over the meeting Thursday evening sponnored by the Social Justice Clubs 
and at which Father Coughlin will be the chief speaker. 

From our previous expressions you already know that the Je,·,ish com
munity of this city has always had the highest regard for your fainnind
edness. They have alY.:ays had the deepest respect for your spiritual 
integrity and basic good will. They appreciate fully your desire for 
peace and do not for a moment qu.estion your rie;ht to the position yo,1 
have taken with reference to the embargo. Every Jew joins in fervently 
hoping and praying that this country may be snared the horror and tragedy 
of war, and that peace mey soon return to the world. We understand, too, 
that men in nll walks of life may honestly differ a.s to the best means of 
kee11ing the TTni ted Stutes out of war. 

Our chagrin lies rather in the fact that your presence at the meeting 
will serve to enhance the prestige and strength of Father Coughlin. While 
you doubtless intend that your participation should only be regardedrae 
an ~ppeal for peace, the likely interpreta tion will be that you are in 
sympathy with the attitude and methods of Father Coughlin. The Jewish 
people, together with large numbers of C,tholics and Protestants, fe el 
very deeply that Father Coughlin has done more thnn any single individual 
in this country to stir up anti-Semitism in .America, through his open and 
implied attacks on Jews, through his direct use of Nazi propaganda., and 
through his subtle support and defense of the Nazi regime. The J ov1ish 
peo'J?le, sharing with all fainninded .American citizens the earnest desire 
that dernocr~cy may be strengthened, in these times of all times, have 
viewed also with serious alann his attacks on democracy. 

If the re"9orts of your participation in the meeting are inaccurate, will 
you ploaso infonn us accordingly? We are well oware of your frequent 
pleas for tolerance, good will, and religious freedom, and you may be 
sure that this expression of the feeling of the Jewish community is 
prompted by the wann friendship that has existed in the past. 

(Signed) 

Respectfully yours, 

Max Simon 

President 



Dear Arch-Bishop Schrembs: 

The Jewish people of Cleveland have noted with chagrin and disappointment 
the newspaper and radio announcements that you ar e to preside over the meeting 
Thursday evening sponsored by the Social Justice Clubs and at which Father 
Coughli.n will be the chief speaker. 

From our previous expressions, you already know that the Jewish 
Community of this city has always had the highest regard for your fair
mindedness. They have always had the deepest respect for your spiritual 
integrity and basic good will. We do not now for a moment ' question your 
desire for peace nor your right to the position you have taken with 
reference to the Embargo. Every Jew joins in fervently hoping and praying 
that this country may be spared the horror and tragedy of war, and that peace 
may soon return to the world. We understand fully, too, that men of 
equal sincerity in all walks of life may honestly differ as to the best 
means of keeping the United States out of war. 

Our chagrin lies rather in the fact that your presence at the meeting 
will serve to enhance the prestige and strength of Father Coughlin. 
While you doubtless intend that y )ur participation should only be regarded 
as an appeal for peace, the likely interpretation will be that you are in 
sympathy with the attitude and methods of Father Coughlin. The Jewish 
people together with large numbers of Catholics and Protestants feel 
deeply that Father Coughlin has done more than any single individual in 
this country to stir up anti-Semitism in America, through his open and 
implied attacks on Jews, through his direct use of propaganda and through 
his subtle sup )ort and defense of the Nazi Regime. The Jewish people 
have viewed with sharp alarm his attacks on and deprecations of democracy, 
sharing with all fair-minded American citizens the earnest desire that 
democracy may be strengthened, in these times of all times. If the reports 
of your participation are inaccurate, will you please inform us accordingly? 
We are well aware of your frequent pleas for tolerance, good will and 
religious freedom, and you may be sure that this expression of the feeling 
of the Jewish community is prompted by the warm friendship that has 
existed in the past. 

Respectfully yours, 

Max Simon, President 
Jewish Community Council 

Dictated by Philip Bernstein - September 25 

This letter was authorized by a special com,~ttee which met this afternoon. 
Mr. E. M. Baker has already seen and approved this letter. 



ITEM 12 CONFIDENTIAL 

EXECUTIVE CO?-ll,1ITT:mE 
Jewish Community Council 

Minutes of a Meeting Monday, October 2, 1939, at 8:30 p.m., at the Je,,,ish 
Center 

1. Attendance There were present: Philmore J. Haber, Chairman; Milton 
P. Altschul, Philip Bernstein, Rabbi B. R. Brickner, 

Jerome N. Curtis, I. Finesilver, George W.Furth, l•irs. i•1oses Garber, Mrs. Jos. 
Goldhamer, Urs. Jos. Gross, A.I.Hausman, D.R. Hertz, Rabbi Hugo Klein, Max 
Kohrman, Mrs. Benjamin Levine, A.E. Persky, Aaron Resnick, Rabbi Rudolph 
Rosei.1thal, Edward J.Schweid, Oscar Steiner, Abraham Stern. 

2, Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading 
of the minutes was dispensed with, 

3. New Agencies The Chairman report0d that 0stablishment of the three 
new agencies projected by the Jewish Community Council 

and the Jewish Welfare Fu.ncl had been progressing during the past feH w0eks. 
A. L. Sudran, director of th0 Bureau on Jm·rish Employment Problems in Chicago, 
had been selected to head tho new Je,-,ish Vocational and Employment Service. 
Tho remainder of the staff was being employed, and tho agency would begin to 
function about October 15, merging the vocational guidance work conducted to 
date by the Jewish Social Service Bureau and the Council Educational Alliance, 
and tho placement of refugees administered in the past by the local Coordin
ating Committee. 

Tho now recreational and cultural project for Jo1•rish 
youth, which planned to utilize existing facilities and which would bo undor 
the general jurisdiction of tho Council Educational Alliance, had employed 
Harry Rosen of tho Columbus Council of Social Agencies as director, Mr Rosen 
already had undertaken his work, under an Aclmini strati vo Comrni ttoo ,,,hich 
included roprosentatives of tho Alliance and of the young adult organizations 
participating in tho program. 

The Bureau on Jewish Em1Jlo~rment Problems, to combat dis
crimination, was considori:1g a number of applicants for the position of director, 
and was oxpoctod to malrn its choice within tho next two weeks, In tho meantime 
tho Committee of tho Communit~r Council was contirming to :function in this 
field, ancl two recent cases w0ro described, 

Thero was considerable discussion of the throe dovclop
monts. It was roportod that some fear had boon ox,rosscd that tho Alliance 
would e~erc1$e l:ln.duc control over tho recreational project. In response it 
was stated that there was no basis for this fear, inasmuch as tho Aclministra
tivo Committee from the vory beginning included a substantial representation 
of the various young adult organizations, and tho Alliance repeatedly had 
emphasized that it had no desire to perpetuate its name or organization if 
some othor arrangement wore necdo~. In response to a question, the group was 
informed that the League of Jewish Youth was rcprosontod and was participating 
in the project. 

A question was raised concerning tho relationship of tho 
new agc11cios to the Jewish Welfare Federation. In reply it was said that 
while tho cnusti tutions had not boon finally formulated, it was expected that 
the organizations would havo the same relationship as other local autonomous 
agencies receiving their financial support from tho Federation or Jewish 
Welfare Fund, 

With reference to tho now agency on employment problems, 
it was suggested that u central d:ls crimination ago:i.1cy or commi ttco should be 
formed to coordinate the progre.m against discrimination being conducted by 
that organization, the League for Hu.man Rights, and the Anti-Dcfrunation League, 
with tho throe organizations serving pc1"hapa o.s dopartmonta of t.hv ooatral 
body. In rosponso, it was OXJ.)lainod thl',t thoro was no need for such a supor
structuro. since there alrocdy was complete coordinction through overlapping 
membership in tho throe boards and through rcgu.lcr clearing by tho directors 
of the throo orgnnizutions, No insta1cos had arison involving any conflict or 
duplication. and the present arra.ngumont was working smoothly. 



• 
4~ National Conforoncc of 

Christians and Jews 
The Committee was informed that progress was 
being made in the formation of the local chapter 
of the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 

The officers and the Executive Committee had been chosen, representing the 
tnree major faiths, and other Committees were being completed to secure a 
large local membership and to promote a positive and energetic program of 
~etter inter-group understanding in the near future. The officers of the 
Community Council had been cooperating actively, 

51 Loyalty Days It was reported that some concern had been expressed 
concerning the presentation of a Church Flag to the city 

by the Cleveland Church Federation on the occasion of Loyalty Days, and there 
had been some consultation concerning what attitude or action should be taken. 
In view of the fact that the Loyalty Days had been established by a national 
non-sectarian group, that the publicity had consistently stressed attendance 
at temples and synagogues as well as churches, that the action of the Church 
Federation was unquestionably well intentioned, and that more harm than good 
would probably be done by intervening, it had been agreed that no steps should 
be taken to interfere with the presentation of the flag. If the flag were 
used officially in the future by the city, proper action could then be con
sidered. 

6, Letter to Family A letter had been sent to the family of the late A.H. 
of A.H. Friedland Friedland by Max Simon as president of the Community 

Council, expressing the great loss to the entire com
munity in Mr. Friedland1s passing, The letter had been published in the 
Jewish newspapers, 

7, Arbitration ThG Committee was informed that the Jewish Arbitration 
Court was quietly continuing with the settlement of 

Jetrish disputes. Three rocont cases involved a financial difference between 
a Catholic and Jewish organization, a claim of a former employee against a 
Jewish communal institution for back salary, and a rental dispute between 
two Je, .. ,ish families in which the Jewish holidays wore involved. Most of the 
cases coming to the Court were settled without formal arbitration, The 
Arbitration Committee ,.ras commended for the service being rendered. 

8. American Jewish 
Committee Institute 

It ,1as reported that duo to a change in dates, the 
Secretary had been unable to attend the institute of 
the American Jewish Committee. His participation in 

the institute had previously been authorized by tho Executive Comll1ittoe. 

9, Jewish Holidays and Follouing the precedent of the past few years, Rabbi 
School Attendance Bricknor as Chairman of the Schools Cor:nittee had 

written to the deans and superintondants of the local 
colleges and schools, asking them to permit Jewish students to be absent on 
tho Jewish holidays without scholastic penalty. As in tho past, they had 
pledged their cooperation, and it was reported by one of the members that in 
the school attended by her children the Committee's work had been very benefi
cial and the teachers had assured tho children that they could be absent and 
that no important work would be given while they were out. 

Difficulty had been experienced ho\'revor, in tho 
practice of some Jewish children playing in the school yards on the holidays 
or even visiting classes, creating a problem for the principals and teachers 
involved. It was recognized that the Jewish community should try to prevent 
that practice, and a number of suggestions woro made, among them tho utiliza
tion of temples and synagogues, Jcuish newspapers, and perhaps direct mail .. · 
to reach the parents, and tho possibility of tho schools' refusing to oxcuso 
tho absence of such children, acting as a deterrent to them. Tho suggestions 
wore referred to tho Schools Com.~ittee for consideration and action. 

10, Cardinal Mundelein Attention was called to th0 death of Cardinal Mundeloin, 
outspoken critic of Nazism and of Father Coughlin, and 

progressive leader of tho Catholic Church. Upon motion made, duly seconded, 
and unanimously carried, the Prosidont and Secretary woro instructed to send 
proper expression of tho sorrow of the Jewish people to tho Catholic Diocoso 
of Chicago and to Archbishop Schrembs. 
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11. Population Survey The Secretary. reported that the Jewish Population 
Survey, "Jewish Families in Greater Cleveland", had 

Geen completed and that the presidents and representatives had been informed 
·uy mail of its availability for distribution. Copies were distributed to the 
n1embers of the Cammi ttce, ancl the Secretary reviewed some of the major findings, 

All of the data had been checked by the Council's spe
cial Committee prior to publication, and the distribution and publicity were 
leing centralized through the Community Council office, so that there would bo 
complete control. 

Among the principal items wore tho following findings: 
24,663 Jewish families in Cuyahoga County, or 7.7% of the total population; 
91,073 Jewish people i_n tho County; Jewish people comprised ?% of the popula
tion of Cleveland, 29~ of Clovolru1d Heights, 15~ of Shaker Heights, 10% of East 
Cleveland, and 170 of Lakewood; 19f~ of tho Jcwi sh f amilios were not affiliated 
with any of tho 146 Jewish organizations included in tho study; 37% of tho 
families belonged to one group, 17% to two groups, 10% to throe groups; 6% to 
four groups, and 11% to five or more groups. 

Also reviewed and discussed by tho Committee wore tho 
typos of dwellings occupied by tho Jewish people as compared ,-,i th the rest of 
the community, their economic status, tho distribution of school children, tho 
distribution of Jm,,ish Welfare Fund contributors and membership of various 
organizations. It was pointed out likm1iso that data had boon collected in 
other studios that vould indicate tho prevalence of various illnesses and tho 
extent of child and family dependency in the census tracts having a large 
majority of Jewish residents. 

It was boli ovod the. t tho study would be mo re meaningful 
and helpful if tho statistical tables and charts could be interpreted in nar
rative form and if a base street map could be included. Upon motion made duly 
seconded, and unanimously carried, tho Committee expressed its thanks to 1-ir. 
Hm•rard Whipple Groen, his staff, to tho special Conmi tteo of tho Council, and 
all others responsible for tho study 1 for their accomplishment, and referred 
these suggestions to tho special Committee" It ,,,as agreed further that tho 
real value of tho study \'1ould lie in the use made of it, and some of the ave
nues in which this could be done and alroady had been started wore pointed out. 

12. Father Coughlin Rabbi Rosenthal reported for the Committee which had 
been authorized by the Community Council at its last 

mooting to give special attention to tho Coughlin problem, and which included 
in addition to Rabbi Rosenthal of tho American Jewish Congress, Eduard M. 
Baker of tho American Jewish Cornrnittoo, Goorgo W~ Furth of tho B1nai B'rith 
Anti-Defamation Loaguo, ?,foyer Weintraub of tho Jewish Labor Committee, and 
Dr. Abraham Strauss of the League for Human Rights. 

He recalled that after several months of correspondence 
the General JoFish Council had referred tho Coughlin problem back to tho indi
vidual communities for decision concerning local action. Tho Comrnittoo had 
met with Simon Shatzer, president of tho Detroit Jewish Community Council, who 
had reported tremendous success of an anti-Coughlin mass mooting in Detroit 
sponsored by the Unitarian Follo~·,ship for Social Jus tico and addressed by Rev. 
Walton Colo. Mr. Shetzer had proposed that Cleveland and other cities give tho 
Unitarian Followship their full cooperation in carrying Rov.Colo 1 s message 
over a radio notwork to roach tho areas carrying Coughlin 1s broadcasts. Such 
cooperation had boon given, with very favorable results, as indicated by Ro~. 
Cole's mail and voluntary contributions from people in more than 300 cities. 

The Comrnittoo had mot also with rcforonco to tho 
Coughlin mooting in Cleveland, to sec what stops could be taken to minimize 
its effect, since tho meeting itself could not be prevented in accordance with 
the principle of free speech. After V8ry careful consideration it had boon 
agreed that a lotter should be sont to Archbishop Schrombs, expressing tho 
disappointment and chagrin of th0 Jewish people because of his participation 
in the mooting and pointing out that it would bo interpreted by many people 
as an endorsement of Fathor Coughlin 1s policies and doctrinos. Tho Archbishop, 
apparently as a result of this e.ncl other action, had then withdrawn from tho 
mooting, Copios of tho letter had bc0n sont to tho Presidents and roprosenta
tives of Jewish organizations. 
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Other steps taken had boon tho contacting of Public 
Auditoriam and City Hall officinls to prevent tho distribution of tho Protocols 
of Zion Dnd simil~r literature in the Auditorium, cftor it had boon learned 
that such distribution had taken place in St. Louis "·t a similar mooting; c.nd 
circul~tion of nnti-Coughlin litor~turo outside of the meeting by the Loo.guo 
for Human Rights. Tho latter had boon stopp .d by tho police, in what was 
reported to be a flagront violation of civil rights und open discrimination 
by the police who pormi ttod tho Coughlin follm10rs to continue tho distribution 
of "Social Justico 11 and despite tho f uct thl!.t a chock had previously boon ma.de 
to dotorrnino whether pe:rmi ts would bo necessary, with ci t~r officials, It was 
reported further th~t tho police hGd boon giving out tickets for the Coughlin 
meeting, 

There ,-ms prolonged discussion of tho police action, 
and there wl!.s agreement thut tho League had taken proper action in giving tho 
case to tho Civil Liberties Union to bring about tho discipline of tho policc
ment involved and to prevent such discrimination in the future. It was agreed 
further thc t the case should be vigorously pressed, and tho special Committee 
was asked to koop close contact with tho League concerning it. 

Thero was a lso considerable discussion concerning tho 
wisdom o~ right of tho Council in aooking to provont tho distribution of tho 
Protocols and other similar litornturo in tho Public Auditorium. It was stated 
on the ono hand that this might represent an abridgement of tho right of free 
speech and expression which could h.?.VO dangerous fu.'1.damontal implications und 
which might bo tt·ristod to serious harmful offGct. On tho other hand, it was 
pointed out that civil liberties had always boon interpreted as operating 
within certain limits such c.s inci tcmen t of riot, end that the morality o.nd 
decency of distributing in a municipc.l J--.all dofnraatory literature and spurious 
forgeries legally racognizcd as such also was pertinent. 

13. 
mooting wes adjourned. 

No furt~or busine ss comjng before tho Committoc, tho 

(signed) 

Respectf ully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 
Secretary 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. - CHerrv 8176 

Babbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Ansel lid. & I. 105th st. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I don't know whether you have seen the enclosed 
article - it appeared on the front page of the 
Press yesterday (Tuesd.q"). It marks the revival 
of the practice which your Committee on Fictitious 
Political Jewish Issues ha been trying to elimin
ate. 

Inasmuch as Mr. O'Donnell was nominated, there is 
a strong possibility that this practice mq be 
rev1 a _or the election in November , and I am 
wondering whether it would not be advisable for 
your Committee to meet soon, well in advance of 
the election, to take whatever action it thinks 
necessary to prevent the injection of such "issues". 

Very cordially yours, 

Secretary 

October 4, 1939 



October e, 19~9 

Mr. Philip Bernstein, Secretary 
1'le J•wieh Community Counoil 
Ch~et r-Tweltth Bld1. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

lly dear Philipa 

It you think that a 11eetin1 ot the 
Comitte on Pictitioue Politic l Jewiah Issue, 
1a nao•ssary, please arrange to have one called 
1fi thin the next eek or ten d ya. Th• moat 
oonvenient date tor me ould be rid y noon, 
October 13. 

With all good ldehea, I remain 

Veey cordially yours, 

AHSalit 
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llabbi AB SilTer, 
!he !emple 
~eel Boad & I. 105th St 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Ba.bbl Silveri 

I spoke to Sol Danaceau and Jack Pereq about the 
neceaa1'7 of baTiDC a aeeting of the Committee on 
r1ctltioua Jewi1h lolitical 111118■• Both thought 
that it might be well to inve1tigate firat the 
source of the leaflet that va1 d11tribu:ted in the 
priaary campaign, and that if we could make reuon
ablT aure that there would be na reocurrence, ve 
would not have to take the tiae for a meet1Jtc. 

Jack Per•k7 aaid that he knew 1oae of the leader, 
of the O'Donnell campaign Terr well (he h1m1elf i• 
Terr act1Te in Republican poli tica) and that he vould 
be glad to take the matter up vi th them and to 111:prea, 
upon them the feeling ot the Jevi•h colDllWli tJ" vi th 
reference to th.11 problell. He will contact ae to 
report on hi• find1JJC•• 

Under the ci~• tan.ca, I think that we can &Yoid 
a meeting ot the Oolllldttee and I lhall keep 7ou 
iDfonaed ot ~the~ d.eTelopment,. 

Yith beat viehea, I u 

Cordiall.7 7our1 • 

?;:::t:~~ ... 
October s. 1939 



JEWISH COMlviUNITY COUllCIL 

Summary of Meeting Tuesday, October 17, 1939, 8:15 p.m., at 
The Temple 

1. Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading 
of the minutes was dispensed ~,ri th, 

2. Activity Mr. Philmore Haber, pr0siding in the absence of Mr, 
Max Simon due to illness in the family, reviewed briefly 

the following activity: 

Mr. Friedland and Cardinal Hundelein -- Letters had bBen sont b,r .., 
1-ir. Simon in behalf of tho Cor:unu.ni ty Council to the family of the late 
Mr, A.H. Friedland, and to A,j~chbishop Joseph Schrembs and Bishop Bernard 
J. Sheil of Chicago following the deat:i of Cardinal Mundelein, to express 
the loss of the Jewish people in their passing. 

Jewish Holidays and the Public Schools -- As in previous years, 
letters wore sent by Rabbi Bricla1or as chairnan of the Schools Committ'3o 
of the Council to the supcrintondants and doans of th0 local schools 
and colle:gos, asking thom to permit Jevish students to be absent on the 
Jewish holidays Ni thout scholastic penalty. Their rospons.3 \•ras favorable, 
and their coopora tion, to tho knowlodgo of tho Cori.uni ttoe, was splendid, 

There had be0n difficulty, however, in the practice of some Jewish 
children playing in the school yards or even visiting classos on the 
holidays, whon t hey were officially absent. Ono of tho suporintcndants 
had asked the Council to giv o sor.10 thought to t:io problem, and had dis-
cus sod the ma ttor at its l ast r.1u oting, Afto1· offering several suggcs tions 
as to methods of roaching tho parents of such children in order to pro
vent the practice in tho future. tho question ,,,as referred to Rabbi 
Briclmer 1s Committee for furtho:r thought and action. 

National Confore;_1co of Jous and Christi ans -- Action was going 
forward in tho forr.iation of the Clovole.nd Chapter of the National Con
ference of Jews and Christians to pronoto a positive progran of bettor 
understanding and intergroup r elations. Tho officers and various 
comrni ttees had been chosen, roprcson ting equally Protas tan ts, Jov;s, 
and Catholics, and pla11s w1., ro underway to s ocuro a largo loca l r:1ojr1bor
ship and to pro110te a prograr.1 that would not confine i ts olf to meaning
less generalities, but would deal with real issues. It was expected 
that tho first major mooting would bo hold early in Novcnbor, with Dr. 
Everett Clinchy, national secretary of tho organization, as speaker. 
The officers of the Cor.rr.1uni ty Council trore partici:pating actively in tho 
1:ioveme11 t. 

In this connection, it wc.s announced b;r l•ir. Furth tha t tho 
National Conforonco w~s distributing Loaguo for Tolerance buttons, 
pledging the wearers to conba t bigotry. He urged nenbor organizations 
to distribute the buttons locally, and it was agrood tha t tho r.1attor 
should be referred to the next nceting of tho Clevcla~d Chuptcr of tho 
Confcronco. Organizations desiring tho buttons were instructed to 
contact the Socretarir of tho Co:mnu. .. '1i ty Council. 

Arbitration Court -- Tho Jewish A1,.bi tration Court wD.s continuing 
to function quietly in the sottlonent of Jewish disputes. Throe recent 
cases before tho Court involved a financial disputo between a Catholic 
institution und a Jewish organization; a claim of a fornor employee of 
a. Jewish cow.1u.nal organization for back salary; and a rental dispute 
between two Jo·wish far..lilios in i·rhich the Jewish holid~ra wore involved, 
Most of the cuses coning to the Arbitration Court were settled without 
the ncccssi t;r of forr.ml arbitration. 

Fictitious Political Issues -- The Council was rcnindod of tho 
action it had taken at its first noctings in c0ndor:ming tho injection 
of false racial or religious issues b;r any party or candid.ate into 
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poli ticnl cD..r.1pe,ig11s. A special Co;::1i ttoo headed bz, Rabbi Silver had 
boon ostcblishcd to clL :inc.to such issues, und was prcpc.rod to t 1.."\.ko 
an~r nction aocossar:r if they uorc age.in injected into the forthco!.1ing 
local ca.npnign. Persons lc~rning of such issues or tactics were ur6od 
to notify Rabbi Silver or the Secretary i)T.:cdia toly. 

3, Jc,1ish Youth It ~ .. ,as rcportud by Mr. Goort~ o Mayor thc.t organiza-
tion of tho Jewish Youn~ Adult :Bureau, established 

as a rcsul t of the action of tho Corn.mni t ~r Council and the Jowi sh ~!olf~ ro 
Fund, wE'.s progressing. The Adi inistrutivc Co:".nitto0 and other Cor"u littoo 
had boon appointed, representing tho Council Educational Alliance, tho 
young adult groups pe.rticipe.ting in tho progrru.1 1 A.nd tho Jewish co:munity 
in gonerc.l. Provision had boon :.mdc for nuto .. ,.::. tic rcproso:1ta tion of tho 
young people's groups which would join in tho project latnr, 

Mr. Hn.rry Rosen, f or:.10rly of Cleveland and :-:o re 
roco .1 tly of Colu:.1bus, had been appoin tod director of tho agency , which 
was in tended to aid !roung pco~; lo I s orgnniza tions in developing cons truc
ti vc recreational and cultural prograns, in findini:; proper facilities, 
and in building intergroup ,1ctivi tics, C[!.re was being takc~1 to 6uitlc 
tho prograr.1 along lines desired by the young ndul ts to eoct their needs . 

A question was raised as to whether tho Alliance was 
not unduly dor.1inuti:1c the project , and whether tho ne,-1 aJ011cy was being 
sufficiently aggressive, In reply, it wr .. s pointed out that the Alli ance 
had only a ninori ty in the policy-nuking Ad:linistrativo Co r.1. :i ttoo, boing 
ou twoighcd by roprescn tt. ti vos of the young 11dul t groups ond of the con
rnmi ty at large. It was agreed tha t there should be a posi tivo rathe:i.~ 
than a passive approach to the probl n 1•rhic:1 the agonc~r wc...s to nco t. and 
the Cou..1cil wc..1 .. s assured the,t e.n "'.ggros si vc progran was boin:; con to:.1p l a t od, 

4 , Voc~tional Guidance Mr A. L. Sudran, rocontly cppointod director of 
tho Jm1ish Vocc::.t ionn.l and. Placenent Ser ice, 

explained thD.t this now n6c11cy would i1cr ... -;c t he -voc 11. tional guidance and 
cnploy□on t service previously conducted by t ho Jewish Social Service 
:Bureau, Council Educational Allinnco, and CLYre l e.nd Coordinati :1g Cor.~:.1 i ttco 
for Refugees. The agency v,ould seek to give educ a ti o:aal cou...'1.sclling to 
Jewish children still in sc11ool , voc c:- tionul e:,ru.idance to Jewish youth, 
and would attcnp t to find G .1ploy;10nt for JeHs, 

Tho l a tter phas G particularly would be expanded , to 
□cot tho ir~ 1odi a tc problea and to provide a practical co~clusion to 
voce.tional guidance. It would a.tte:·:pt to dispel f.::i.lsc notions about tho 
o□ployabili t~, of Jo~'ls in certain fields ancl. to ovorcoi.1e occupational 
naldistribution. It was expected th.'.:'.t the a be:\ cy would bogi:r.. oporc'..tion 
early in Nove;.1b0r, 

5, Discrinination Th o Couacil was inforned further that progress was 
being --1ado i n the establish:1ent of tl1e Bureau on 

Jewish Enplo:rr. en t Pro blc:-.1s, to exprn1d the work done to de. to b~r tho 
Cou~1cil 1 s Connittee in conbatting discrinination against Jews. Tho :Board 
of the new ai;ency included practically the on tire Conni ttoo of tho Cou."1.cil. 

A nunbor of candidates had beea i.atorviewod for the position of 
director, and it was o.xpoc tod th.:.:. t tho solcctioa would be nnde wi thi:1 
the noxt ten da~rsand tht .t tho agonc~r ,-,ould bobin to fu11ction C'"'.rly ii.1 
lfovenbor. It was intended that with full tir.1e personnel and with the 
agency working closely with the vocational et1idance and place:1ent ort~ani
zation, a :.mch r:iore thoroU&h and effective attack couJ d be r.mde on this 
problen, In the neanti::1e the Council's Co .. JJJi ttee ,,as continuing to 
investigate conplaints, aid two recent cases were described to the Council, 

6, Father Coughlin Mr. Georce Furth, reportinr; for the Comuittee author-
ized by the Council t its last 1.1eeting to f;i ve f1.JJ.l 

attention to the Coughlin problcn, s tc::..t ed t .. at in recent weeks tl1ere had 
been the following L.1portant develop,.1Emt('.!: 
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Rov. Walton E.Colc of Toledo, under the sponsorship of the Unitar
ian Fellowship for Social Justice, had inaugurated a series of vigorous 
radio broadcasts, exposing tho Nazi synpathics of Father Coughlin and 
pro:.1oting a progrun of unity ruid f;Ood wi 11 to coun tcrac t Coughlin I s 
prograos, Tho rospor .. so fror.1 li s toners was excollon t, it had beon learned, 

The now r ~dio code barring paid controversial broadcasts and 
co:-.1pelling stations to ;; ivo equal opportuni t~, to both sides to be heard 
without char.:;c, niJht seriously affect Father Coughlin, possibly ronoving 
his paid prograns or causing hin to change tho nature of his addr 0ssos, 
While tho effect of the code ,;ras not ;rot lmown, it was believed that Rev, 
Colo 1 s activity was serving as a helpful influence in the enforce1ont of 
the code, 

Several national ::iagazines recently had carried anti-Coughlin 
articles, includin~ tho Na tion 0 k:icrican ?,:ercury, Look, Catholic Voice, 
and Equality, Reprints of sone of those articles had been distributed 
widely in Cleveland, in addition to the nornal salo of these journals. 

Efforts had booi1 r.1a d 0 to coun toract the off cct of tho Coughlin 
:-1ooting recently held in Cleveland. The Co:J:-1i ttee had infor!.lCd Arch-
bi shop Schrenbs that his participation in thE; .. coting, as announced in 
the newspapers, vrould 6ivo the effect of official Catholic sanction and 
would be interpreted as an endorse:-.1ent of Fc.ther CoUt;hlin 1 s policies, 
and had rosul ted in deep chagrin and disappoint:-10nt anong the Jewish 
people, The Bishop I s wi thdrawa.l fron the r.10etinb two days later had 
ro::ovod what was porhaps tho :.10st harnful aspect of the problm:.1, 
Steps had also bom1 taken to r.:ake certain the.t tho Protocols of Zion and 
other anti-Senitic literature would not be sold in tho Public Auditoriun, 
and anti-Co1.4;;hlin literature hau been distribut ed outside of the hall 
by the League for Hu=Jan B.i6hts. 

In general, the Cor."t.1i ttoo reported, there had begun a vif;orous 
attack on Father Coughlin I s an ti-Se- ·, i tic and an ti-de::iocra tic propaganda, 
Fro□ all indications his influence was still great, and tho probrru1 
against hin would have to be carried forward. Tho Connittee would 
continue to give the r.1a t tor its full at ton tion. 

7. Anti-Nazi Lc~-ue The Council was inforned of the recent activities 
of the League for Hunan Rights by Miss Grace Meyette, 

director. She reported that considerable effort had been nade to counter
act the Nazi propaganda concerning the enploynont of refugees, stating 
that investigation had proved that reports concerning their displacing 
A:1crican workers were false, and urgint; that the :10r.1bers of tho Council 
do their ut1~1os t to correct those runors, She told of an ti-Nazi and 
anti-Coughlin literature circulated during the past two nonths, and she 
eA"Plained the situation involvin6 the arrest of her brother for distri
butinb such literature outside of the Coughlin ~1 eetinb, His arrest had 
been an open case of discrir.1ination, since the police had perni ttod tho 
Coughlinites to distribute copies of Social Justice r.18£azino without 
interference. A protest had been lodged by the Civil Liberties Union 
against tho police action as a clear violation of civil riGhts, and an 
investigation was under way by tho city adninistrution. 

She warned tho representatives against believing thut the anti
Hitler feeling in the country would wipe out anti-Senitisn or that tho 
English blockade would stop all shipronts of Nazi nerchandiso to this 
country. On the contrar!', she said, tho Nazis would intensify their 
propaganda and the 8.>.."Porience of the last war end of the last few weeks 
indicated clearly that Nazi norchar.di se ,-,ou.ld s ti 11 be shipped to the 
Unit ·· d States, probably in Dutch, Portut=;ose, I tali an and other boa ts. 
Only within the past few days there ha d arrived in a Dutch boat a ship
;-.1cnt of 1,200 tons of Gcr: 1an ChristT.s toys and decorations to tho United 
States, and tho Nazis were forcinb Czechs .:1n0. Polos to operate Gcrnan 
uills and :1achincs to produce articles for eA1Jort while tho r.rnn nornally 
enployod were at the war front, Ever.,, or6anizntion should continue to 
enforce the anti-Nazi boycott and not lot thon cclvos becor.10 victins of 
falso propa6 anda to the contrary, she cnphasizcd. 
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s. Population Survey Copies of tho survey of Jewish population, "Jewish 
Fanilios in Greater Cleveland", wore distributed 

ancng tho representatives for review at the :1ecting, and the Socrotnry 
analyzed sono of tho najor findin6s, Tho de.ta had been checked by tho 
Oou.ncil 1 s special Co1.r ~ittce prior to publication, and distribution and 
publicity were being centralized through the Corr1unity Council office. 

k .mni;; tho priucipal findL16 s of the study were tho 
following: 24,663 Jc~·rish fro.1ilics in Cuyahof;o. County, or 7.7% of the 
tot2l population; 91,073 Jewish people in tho County; Jewish pooplo 
co:Jprised ?% of tho population of Clovcland, 29% of Cleveland Hoi&hts, 
15% of Shak'-' r Heibhts, 10% of East Clo7cland, and 1% of Lakewood; 19% 
of tho Jewish far.1ilies were not affiliated with any of the 146 Jewish 
orGa...,izations included in the study; 37% of the fanilics belonbcd to 
one Jewish organization, 17% to two groups, 10% to three groups, 6% to 
four broups, and ll7b to five or norc 6 roups • 

.Also reviewed and discussed were the typos of 
dwcllin6 s occupied by the Jewish people conpnred with the rest of tho 
population, their econo:iic status, tho distribution of Jewish school 
children, the distribution of Jewish Wclfa rl: FuJ1d contributors, and 
ncnbcrship in various org8,j_1izations. It was pointed out likewise tha t 
other facts had boon collected in previous studios which would bo valuable 
when related to the Jewish survey, and tha t the infor:·.1ation i.-,ould have 
practical value for Jewish recreational and educa tional work with children, 
to Jewish organizations of various types in analyzing their nonbership 
and sorvico, and to the Jm-,ish cor.muni ty as a whole in planning its 
pro~ressivc dovelopncnt. 

9. Conference An i nvitation ,-,a s cxto:1dcd to the nenbers to attend 
tho East Central Str tes Rebional conforoi.1cc in 11.kron 

on Saturday niGht and Sunday, October 21 nad 22, to discuss Jewish 
Co:::nuni ty and Welfare needs and services. 

10, Messc.1f;e Upon uotion nade, duly SlJconded, and ~.rricd, tho 
Secretary was instructed to inforn 1-ir Max Sinon of the 

Council I s regret in his absence, e.nd to send Hrs. Sinon flowers and ex
press the wishes of the Council for n speedy recovery fron her illness. 

11 • . Tho noeting wns then adjourned. 

Respectfully sub:-1i t tcd, 

(signed) Philip Bernstein 
Secretary 



a.ember 21, 1959 

r. Philip Bern tein, Secretary 
Jewish CommtUlity Council 
Chester-twelfth Bldg. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My ~ear Philt 

is eyette tells m that "Social Justice" 
hae practically reprinted. the minutes of a eating ot 
tha Jewish Community Council. I have uot s en the 
articular issue in question, b t if it ia true, and 

it h··t was • rinted 1n the ms.gas n e not a copy ot 
what p1~evioualy app • red in the local J•ieh prese, then 
cert,.inly •• ought to see to 1 t that the minutes do not 
get out ot ~} ur hands by having t 1em circularized among 
the meabers of the Comaittee, and secondl7, that those 
who atterxl the meetings of the Council be c·retully 
checked up as to their right to btt t the 1ueet1.ng. 
Coughlin has his apiee in the city. 

With all good wish s , ... remaill 

Very cordially ours, 

AllSaBI 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi A. B.S1lver 
The Temple 
J: 105th. & jnsel Roa.cl 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silvera 

There has developed in the community a 1erioue 11 t-
uation with regard to the practice of ritual c1rcuac11ion 
b7 Mohelim in St Lukes Hospital and possibl.7 other local 
hospital.a. Thia baa alBo been a problem generall.7 aonc 
the Mohelim. 

In discueeing the situation, Max Simon, Rabbi Cohen, 
Rabbi liosenthal, Babbi Porath and others who have 
conaidered it, have come to the conclusion that the 
problem 1• aerious enough to warrant immediate attention. 
We are therefore arranging a meeting tor Wedneadq morning, 
November 29, at 10&00 a. ■• at the Jevieh Center, ot the 
Mohelim w1 th a number ot rabbis to aee whether aome 
solution can be tound and a bad eituation prevented from 
becoming worse. 

It was the opinion ot these rabbi• that it would be 
eactremel7 helpful if you could be present. I know how 
bua7 70u are, but 1:f' you could arrange to at ten 4, 7our 
participation undoubtedl.7 will a14 greatl.7 in deTelopinc 
a constructive eolution. 

November 22, 1939 
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The Jewish Community Council 
t 
' ,I. Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. - CHerry 81 76 

Ba.bbl A Ii SilTer 
The Temple 
I 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi: 

rollowing the report in Social Justice magazine that 
Kr J'urth had headed a Oommunit7 Council Committee which 
went to !i ■hop Schremb1 to ask him to retrain trom 
presiding in the local Coughlin meetinc, •r J'u.rth wrote 
to the !iahop calling hia attention to the article, 
1tating that he had never had the pleasure of meeting 
the Archbishop and aaldng tor a note from hill confirming 
that statement of fact. A rep~ from the Archbishop 
was received by Mr J'urth todq, in which he emphatically 
repudiates the Coughlin report and encloses a letter 
which he sent to rather Coughlin asking him to rectit7 
the miaatatement. 

I thought that you would be interested in having 
copies ot these letter•• 

Veey cord1all7 your•, 

Bovember 27, 1939 
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GENERAL JEWISH COUNCIL 

295 Madison Avenue 
New York 

Mr Max Sioon 
President 
Jewish Conuunity Council 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Mr SirJon: 

Deceober 8, 1939 

I shall be very glad to give you the infori1ation you ask for 
regarding the Madison Square Garden ueeting scheduled for 
Decenber 13th. 

The General Jewish Council itself is not sponsoring this 
oeoting but two of the constituent organizations of tho 
Council are on the list of sponsors, nar.1ely the Anerican 
Jewish Congress and the Jewish Labor Conr:.1ittce. The addi-
tional sponsors are as follows: 

Anerican Cor~Jittee on Religious Rights and Minorities 
Anerica'l'l Fodere.tion of Labor 
Anerican Newspaper Guild 
Church Peace Union 
League for Hu:Jan Rights, Frocdon ~1d Denocracy 
League of Nations Association 
Prates t~--it 'reachers Associv. tion 
George Gordon Battle 
Senator W Warren Barbour 
Dr W Russell Bowie 
Dr Leroy E Bowua..,. 
Carrie Chapoan Catt 
Dr Harry Enerson Foidick 
Janes W Gerard 
Dr Alice a..'Ulilton 
John H~rnes Holnes 
RV Ingersoll 
Stanley M Isaacs 
Bishop Willian T Ma."'L.:.ing 
Dr John Howland Lathrop 
Gey Etiery Shipler 
Alfred E S~ith 
Senator Wagnor 
Matthew Woll 
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We ure ho.ppy thL~t this list includes non-Jewish orgnnizo.tions ond 

individuals r.s well as Jci·rish, as it is of course inporto.nt that any 

protest of this sort should ho.vc tho conbincd backing of !:ll enlight

ened public opinion a.."'ld not be o. strictly scctnrio.."'l protost. Perhr.ps 

tho position of the Gonero.l Jewish Council in the natter could be stated 

o.s follows: Thnt tho Council is not sp0nsoring the !.'looting but is 

syupathctic with its objectives. 

It is, of oource, ir.!possiblo at this date to sn.y ,.,hat the exact effect 

of this :.iccting will bo. It is not ir.:possible, however, that presenting 

to the Ar.1erican people the t1--utl1 about the Polish atroci tics will a.rouse 

public opinion a.go.inst so flo.grMt r.:.1 cxanplo of injustice and op9rcs

sion, tu1d that such an aroused public opinion will clarify for nillions 

of Ar.1cricans the direction in which a...l'l ti-Soni tisn can leo.d. 

Just o.s the list of sponsors of the Mr.dis on Square Garden neeting is not 

entirely Jewish, so it has been thought desirable to have a largo nunber 

of non-Jewish speakers on the progran. The list o.t present is as follows: 

Willia:.1 Groen, Dr Sru:ru.el McCrea Cave rt, Md four others pending arrange-

r.ie!lts. 

!he sponsors of the noeting undcrstru1d. fully thD.t the Jews are not the 

only oppressod people today. At tl1e present nonent, for instanco, tho 

inhabitants of Finland arc also feeling the l~sh of tyron.l'ly and accord

ingly the ~eeting will quite logically include expressions of synpathy 

for those und ell other opp:a. .. essed groups throughout the ,,,orld. 

So fe..r as we know, no cities other thr.m Hew York have plan:1ed nectings 

of this sort. Personally I on not sure that it would be advisable, at 

least at the present nonent. In this I croinot, of cm.i.rsc, spealc for 

the Co~1.11cil as a whole, as the question of having ;1eetings in other 

cities has not been discussed by our Executive CoL1.:1i ttee. On the other 

htmd I feel tho.t the on.Jori ty of thnt Co!1r.1i tteo would, if presented with 

the problor., be opposed to a nurber of such nccti~gs throughout tho 

country until the effect of the Go.rdc~ nooting is known. 

If there is any further infori-:.3.tion you. would like, please don 1 t hesitc.to 

to ask ne for it. 

asn/aes 

Sincerely y0urs, 

(signed) ARTHURS. MEYER 
Cho.iruo."'l 
EXECUTIVE COMhITTEE 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 
The Temple 
I 105th els Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

George J'urth told me ot his conTer1ation with you 
concerning the correapondence with Mr J L Lincoln and 
eii&gested that I send you the most recent exchange of 
letters between him and .Arthur Cohn, Local Commander 
ot the Jewiah War Veteran.a. You will remember that 
in hie rep~ to Kr Cohn'• tirat letter, Mr Lincoln. 
disregarded completel.7 the evidence that when the 
citizens of this country ha.Te been called upon to de
tend the United Stat••• Jeva have plqed a prominent 
part and have not remained at home at their cleaka. You 
will remeaber too that Mr Lincoln stated that ii still 
vaa \rue that Jews were more enthu11ut1c about getting 
the United Sta tea into the var, than the reat ot the 
population. The enclosed correspondence g1Tes Mr Cohn'• 
repl7 and Mr Lincoln'• laet letter. 

You will alao be interested in knovin& that the last isaue 
of Social Justice magazine carried a retraction of the 
1to17 which it had printed on the lewiah Communit7 Cauncil 
of Cleveland, atatlng that the Bi1hop failed to attend the 
CleTeland meetinc of hi• own Tol1t1on and that the report 
to the con trarr vaa due to an error b7 a member of the 
editorial atatf of Social Juatice -ca.sine. 

With all beat wiahee, I aa 

December 11, 1939 



j 

/'. 

f" 

Jewish Community Council December 20, 1939 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON KASHRUTH 

The last report made by the Kashruth Committee was presented to the 
Executive Commit~ee and to the Jewish Community Council at their meeting in 
July of this year. It might be well, therofore, before making our present 
receommendations, to review briefly the background contained in our previous 
statement. 

You will remember that the appointment of the Committee on Kashruth 
was authorized by the Executive Committee on July, 1938, upon the request of 
a number of Orthodox Rabbis because of the complete lack of aey supervision 
in the retail sale of kosher moats. Tho personnel of the Committee which was 
appointed had the approval of those Rabbis. 

Your Committee agreed at the verJ beginning that it should consult with 
all parties involved in Kashruth before making any recommendations. To that 
end we met with tho city Health commissioner, who informed us that tho State 
Kashruth Law had never been enforced locally because of the lack of funds; 
with the Orthodox Rabbis who agreed to meet our basic stipulation that we 
could not go into the situation unless we had their united cooperation, since 
we could not become involved in any such situation as has existed in the past 
whon one Rabbi would testify that a certain product was kosher and another 
that it was not, and inasmuch as tho religious authority and responsibility 
for Kashruth rested primarily with the Rabbis -- and for that purpose the 
Rabbis organized the Merkaz Harabbonim and appointed a Committee of our members 
to cooperate with our Committee; we met with the wholesale meat packers, who 
refused to cooperate in bringing about supervision of the retail sale of kosher 
meats; and with the roto.il butchers who proposed o. plan which could not bo 
accepted ~ecause of its impracticality, its questionable legality, and because 
the under-lying principle of having th0 porsons beiLg supervised pny for their 
own inspection was unsound. 

We could not accept either the proposal of the Rabbis that wo should 
secure for thera the official authority to enter voluntarily tho meat markets 
to inspect them, because it was not intended that this would be a regular 
and complete inspection, with tho result that while sone offenders might bo 
caught others would not, and the coT!lmunity would be given tho false impression 
that there was adequate supervision whOn actually much ~isreprescntation would 
probably continue without detection. 

After a year of study and about 20 oeetings and conferences we wore 
convinced that the only sound solution ley in a thorough and conplete program 
which would include also the wholesale r.1oa t puckers, since there was no r.1ore 
justification for the packers• selecting and paying their own i~spoctors than 
there would be for a icilar arrangement in the retail neat markets. Wo there
fore proposed the establislmcnt of a cor:munity :BoE1rd of Kn.shruth which would 
give due place to the Orthodox Rabbis and which would eoploy directly the 
Schochtim, Rabbis, and meat nar.ket inspectors for Kashruth, instead of leaving 
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on the basis of a uniform fee per unit of meat slaughtered and supervised, and 
the fee would be large enough to enable the :Board of I:ashrnth to pay also for 
retail inspection, It would not, however. be an unfair burden upon the pack
ers since this charge ,-,ould be passed on to the consumers, who ultimately must 
pay for any plan of Kashruth supervision. 

You will remember the.. t this proposal w, ~s presented to tho Orthodox 
Rabbis at two m0etings. At the last moetinF, the Rabbis said that they had 
given the authority to spoak for them to a Rabbi who is employed by tho larg
est meat packer, without themselves hnving arrived at any decision. This Rabbi 
rejected our recommond&tion, refusing to give any rensons, although he admit
ted that the plan wi.s logical. Tho other Rabbis se.id nothing. 

When t~1is wu.s reported to tho Council .... t its last r.rnctin.;, tho Rc.bbis 
sent Rabbi Gonuth as their ropresent, .. tivc to inform tho Council th,~ t they had 
Just had a long moating, thc.t they wished the mattor to be given further con
sidcr~tion, and cskod the Committee to continue its efforts. Tho Committee 
was then gi ve:..1 such autho1 .. izution. 

The following has te.ken plr.ce since t::1~,t time. We wrote to Rabbi 
Philip Rosonborg, who at that time presided over tho meetings of the Merkaz 
Harabbonim, on August 1 to inform him of tho sentiment of tho Conncil as ox
prossed at its meeting and to ask what steps the Rabbis proposed, inesmuch 
as our Committee had presented a plan which we believed would solve the pro
blem but which had been rojoctcd by them without suggesting nn alterna.tivo. 
To this wo received a reply on August 9 which merely quoted the following 
resolution, ~opted by the Markaz Harabbonim at the meeting held just prior 
to the Council r.ieeting and of which tho Council already had been informed by 
Rabbi Genuth, to wit: 11 Bo it resolved that the Morlmz Harabbonim continue to 
perfect its plans which are in tho process of completion, and decides to do 
everything in its power to enforce Kashruth in this coIIll!lnnity. Be it further 
resolved that the Merkaz Harabbonim gratefully aclmowleclgcs the Clcvclaad 
Comnnmity Council's willingness to cooperate in this inportn.nt problem. It 
therefore assures the Council tlw.t tho Mcrkaz Harabbonin will be happy to 
call upon tho Cot1r.1w1ity Council for any assistoncc it □ay need and which the 
Council~ be in a position to offer." 

When no ~ther word wns received in tho next two nonths, a lotter was 
sent to Rabbi Jacob Borger as secretary of t~e Merkaz Harabbonin to inforn 
the orgallization of tho dosiro that there sh()Uld be no further delay cJld 
aski!lg 1rhat plans the group had with refore~1.cc to the problco. Tho letter 
was sent on October 13, o.nd no reply has boon received to dato. 

lie ara inforwed that tho Mcrknz Harabbonin has held no neeti!lg for 
this purpose for several months, a..~d there is also evidence of differences 
onong sooe of the oeobors, such cs to raise serious question as to tho pros
pect for any unified action by theo in the lr.u:!edio.te future. An inportant 
eleoent also is the fact that several of the Rabbis who at present are not 
enployod by the packing houses and derive no incooe froo Kashruth supervi
sion, while privatoly oxpressing disagrcenent with thoir colleagues and a 
desire to cooporo.te with the Council have □ado it cloar tho.t thoy do not 
wish or intend to enter openly into B-'lY opposition to theo. 
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Another factor which must be taken into -3.ccount is tho resolution ad-

opted nationc..lly by the Uni on of Ortl1odox Jabbis of the Uni tod Stntes and 

Canada at a rec on t convc::.itL;,n, forbiidinp; the members to join with Jewish 

Community Councils in tho udr~in:ist-r:-i~tion of Ka.shrnth. While it is known thn.t 

the resolution wc.s inspired dircct2.y by n si tu.1. tion in another city, it is said 

that Clcveln.nd1s representation aided in its p~ssagc and it is !mown th~t the 

Union sent lottors to ClovelLlld Rabbis instructing them to abide by the resolu

tion. 

In reviewing these developments, the following points stand out: 

1. The actual Kashruth situc,tion remo.in ~, the sumo as before, with no supervi

sion of the retail me~t r.w.rkcts, leeving th0 wuy open to misrepresentation D.nd 

frn.ud. 

2. The primary religious authority and rcs11onsibili ty for Kashruth rests ui th 

the Rabbis. 

3. Although your Committee wc:s established e.t the request of the Ortt odox 

Rabbis, who pledged thoi r coopcrn tion r-.nd who wore repeatedly assured that the 

Council had no desire to invac.e in any way their religious authority, it is 

now clear that tho Ort:1.odox Rabbis as a group c.:te not seckL1g the assistanco or 

cooporation of the Council ru1d that som0 of them in fact arc opposing it. 

4. The situation of the Rabbis has been complicated further by the resolution 

of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. In all fairness, we believe that tho Union 

should have a full nicture of the situation here a.~d should know whore the 
. . 

responsibility lies, and have directed the Chairmun to so inform the Union. 

5. Tho primary condition set forth by your Committee as a basis for partici

pation by the Council, namely unity anong the Ort:·wdox Rabbis, apparently has 

been br0aking down. 

6. Should the Council attcopt to push through c fundamental solution such as 

your Cot1rni tteo has rccomr.:cnded, it would create dissension and disruption in 

the com.Lmni ty of tho very type th~ t the Cou...--icil l'..lld your Com!li t tee has sought 

to avoid. The Council would also be confron tod with a condition in w:iic.1.1 even 

those Rabbis who agree wit!: t l-:.e Council arc unwilling to en tor into a:.zy opon 

opposition to thoir colle~cru.es. 

7. The constructive good tha t r.iight possibly result must bo weighed agaiast 

the haru done by the Ullfv.vorablc publicity, disruption, and conflict that 

probably would be involved, particularly in view of present conditions. 

8. Another element that must be considered is that under the present circum

stances tho attofilpt to carry out a thorough prograr.1 would involve a very larce 

part of the tine and effort of the Council to the exclusion of other probleas. 

The final evnluntion of these factors mu~t rest with the Council. And 

reflecting, as the Council does, the will of a cross section of the Jewish 

cotlf.'lunity, the ultinate ai..lswer will be deternined by the degree of indiffer

ence or co~cern of the comr.runity. 
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For itself, your Committee was established to study the problem of Kashruth and to bring back 1 ts facts and recommendc:. tions. This we huve done, We believe, therefore, that we should &nd hereby do, tender our resignation. 

CO?ru:ITTEE ON KASHRUTH 

(The Committee on Kashruth established by the Council includes the following persons: Rabbi Israel Porath, Chairman; Abral1am Brofman, Max Kohrman, Henry A. Rocker, Julius Schweid, and Abraham Stern), 
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The Jewish Community Council 
Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. - CHerrv 8176 

December 29, 1939 

SPEC I.AL MEETING 

To the Executive Committee: 

We have just been informed that Dr. Chaim Weizmann will be in Cleveland definitely on January 25, and the Jewish Community Council is being asked to sponsor and arrange a large communit7 meeting which he will address that evening. 

Comment upon the importance ot this event would be aupertluous and it ia imperative that we lose no time in undertaking the arrangement,. We are therefore oalling a 1pecial meeting of the lxecutive Committee for Tuesda.)r afternoon, . January 2, at 4100 p.m., at the Community Council office -Cheater-Twelfth Bld&., Room 312. Thia will be the only busines, of the meetinc, 10 that members will be able to be home in ample time for dinner, 

I am counting upon your attendance, 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Max Simon 
Pre1ident 

P.s. lncloaed ia a copy ot the minutes ot the last meeting ot the lxecutive Oommi ttee, In view ot the nature of the contents. members are asked to exercise due care in the handling of these document,. 
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llabbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
E 105th St & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Babbi Silveri 

Under separate cover I am sending you a quantity of 
tree tickets for the community meeting which will 
honor and bear Dr Chaim Weizmann on Thursd.81' even1J18, 
January 25, at the Public Music Ball. Will you please 
arrange to have the tickets distributed to the member, 
of your Congregation, Sisterhood, Men's Club, Alumni 
Association and the Cleveland Zion11t Society ae soon 
as possible! 

We are sending you a poster announcing the meeting 
which we would a1k you to poat on your bulletin board. 

It will also be very helpful if you could announce the 
meeting from your pulpit. 

Your aaeiatance in thia 1118.ll:aer will help to guarantee 
a capacit7 attendance at the meeting and 7ou ~ be 
aure that 1 t will be greatly appreciated. 

Janua?7 11, 1940 

Sincerely yours, 

Max Simon 
President 
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J" JEWISH COMMUNITY oomrc IL 

Minutes of a Meeting Monday, Janna.ry 15, 19401 8:30 p.m., at the Jewifh ~ter 

'·• Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

;. Review The Chairman, Philmore J. Haber, presiding in the absence of 
Max Simon due to illness, briefly reviewed the followill8 

.1ctivities: the work of the Committee on Fictitious Jewish Political Issues 
,n helping to minimize such issues in the last local campaign and thereby keep
ing related harmful publicity out of the newspapers; the continued service of 
J. he Jewish Arbitration Court; and the increased use and value of the Community 
.}9.lendar in avoiding conflicts in dates of programs being planned by various 
Jrg§llizations. 

3. Conference of Jews The Council was informed th&t local Round Table of the 
and Christians National Conference of Christians and Jews would sponsor 

a civic luncheon to be addressed by Archbishop Joseph 
Schrembs Monday, January 29, at the Cleveland Hotel. The general theme of the 
address would be goodwill and cooperation among the various religious groups. 
Tickets could be obtained at the offic~ of the Community Council, and members 
were urged to attend. 

The Conference was planning also an elaborate program 
of activities for Brotherhood Week, which is observed nationally February 18 to 
24. Included would be radio addresses, an essay contest in the high schools, 
special interfaith programs by various organizations, etc. The officers of 
the Community Council were cooperating actively to help make the program of the 
Conference successful in Cleveland. 

4. Dr. Weizmann M-0mbers already had been informed by mail that the 
Executive Committee had accepted an invitation to sponsor 

a Community Meeting in honor of Dr. Chaim Weizmann to be held Thursd~ evening, 
January 25, at the Public Music Hall, and presidents had received free tickets 
for distribution. It was announced that a Sub-Commit tee consisting of Max 
Simon, Chairman, Suggs Garb~r, David Ralph Hertz, Phi lmore J. Haber, Rabbi 
Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal , Mrs Abraham Strauss, 
and Meyer Weintraub had been appointed to plan the details of the event, after 
the general outline of the program had been considered by the Executive 
Com.mi ttee. 

In order to give Dr. Weizmann the maximum time for his 
message, a simple program had been arranged consisting of a message of welcome 
for the Jewish community from Mr. Simon, greetings in behalf of the city from 
M~or Burton, and the introduction of Dr. Woizmann by Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
national chairman of the United Palestine Appeal. In addition to the evening 
meeting, there would also be a luncheon in honor of Dr. Weizmann under the 
auspices of The Jewish Welfare Fund, with Rabbi B. R.Brickner, the Fund1s 
Co-chairman, presiding. 

The plans for the Community Meeting were then discussed, 
and the representatives were urged to make sure that the members of their groups 
know almut the event and received tickets for it. 

5. Father Coughlin George Furth, reporting for the Coll8hlin Committee, 
informed the Council that Father Coughlin had announced 

the renewal ot his radio contract with 47 of the 49 stations which had been 
carrying his program; that the coatracts had been made on a commercial basis, 
that the programs would be controversial in nature according to Coughlin 1s 
statement, and that the radio code requiring free time for both sides to be 
hoard in such matters apparently was being ignored by the stations; that the 
18 members ot the Christian Front arrested for plotting the overthrow of the 
government and destruction of key government buildings looked upon Father 
Coughlin as their leader; that Father CoughlinTs magazine, Social Justice, had 
retracted distorted and false charges which it had previously printed involv
ing tho Cleveland Jewish Community Council and Archbishop Schrembs 1 failure 
to participate in Coughlin•s Cleveland "peace rally", after Archbishop Schrembs 
had written Coughlin and demanded a retraction. 
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The atte~tion of the Council was also called to national 

~~d regional activities by Christian groups to counteract Father Coughlin 1s 
tnti-democratic propaganda.. Among them were the radio addresses by Father. 
~-e~nan and Rev. Cole, articles in such journals as the Protestant Digest, the 
\,atholic Voice, the Christian Century, and others. Opposition likewise bad 
·:,2 en vo:k:a\ by groups recently attacked by Coughlin, including labor organiza-
Gions, the Masons, and bodies of educators. 

6. New Agencies 

Other developments in the situation were discussed. 

The Council was informed of the activities of the three 
new agencies which it had helped to establish: 

Jewish Young Adult Bureau - Harry Rosen, director, stated 
~hat the purpose of the Bureau was to meet the recreational and cultural needs 
c~ Jewish youth through service to individua.l groups and through aiding in 
~,oint efforts by the organizations. .Forty groups already had been contacted, 
·~ri th a total membership of about 8,000 persons; 31 of the groups had been 
given concrete service; 8 organizations had formally affiliated with the 
Bureau to date and 12 others had indicated tho definite 1nte~t1on to do so. 

The office of the Bureau was at 9801 Euclid Ave. Arrange
ments had been made with the CoDlmU.L4ity Temple at the same address for the use 
of 10 meeting rooms and two auditoriums every Tuesdcy night, and 1,600 persons 
persons already had made use of these facilities. PlB.!ls for similar arrange
ments with other institutions were going forward. Special dramatics and 
choral groups and a..~ officers' seminar had been started in response to an 
expressed need, without duplicating any existing activities. Advice to the 
individual groups to help them moot their problems had been prominent in the 
Bureau's activity. Direction to unaffiliated youth was another important 
service, 92 such individuals having come to the Bureau to date. One-fourth 
of them he.d. been directed to specific organizctions thus far. The policies of 
the Bureau were being determined to a large extent by a body of delegates from 
the various organizations. 

Jewish Vocational Service - A.L.Sudran, director, stated 
that 800 persons had applied for servico. Of these, 669 were applicants for 
positions. The othersdesired vocational counseling. The applicants for posi
tions were being interviewed carefully to determine their qualifications and 
desires, references were being thoroughly checked, and inexperienced people 
were being tested for their ability, so that the employers would be assured 
that the applicants sent to them wore really qualified. 

In the first few weeks of the agency's existence thirty
three persons had been pla.ccd,f': :.d 1:--. t:·.(. ::~:--. t~~ of December 56 additional 
people had been placed in a wide variety of positions. This was regarded 
as an unusually good record for a now agency. 

The cooperation of the members was asked in meeting the 
special employment needs of refugees. In addition to the placement work, 
Mr. Sudran described the vocational co~seling being given to individuols and 
groups of young people who wore seeking help in thoir choice of a vocation. 

Bureau on lmployment Problems - Goorge Segal, director, 
reviewed briefly the experience of the Council's Committee which had been 
concerned with the problom of discrimination against Jews in employment, and 
out of which his a&ency had been formed. The program of the organization was 
to investigate complaints of discrimination against specific companies in order 
to try to correct any injustice that mey have been done, to bring about a fair 
employment policy in such fires a.a were found to discriminate a.~d to protect 
fair employers from false rumors; and to mnke surve:rs of entire fields of busi
ness and industry to determine tho feoling and practice concerning tho enploy
nont of Jews. The advice and cooperation of experts in these fields would be 
sought. 

The hamful effects of employment discrioination upon the 
ooonomic situation and the coralo of Jews, particularly Jewish youth, were 
pointed out. It was tho purpose of the Bureau to seek not a profercnce for 
Jewish applicants, but acceptance of thet1 purely on their oorits without regard 
to race or religion. It would work closely with the J~wish Vocat!onal Serr1co 
so that eaployers opening poai tions to Je"'s would be supplied \11th qual:'..t'iud 
applicants. The oel!lbera of the Council wore asked to refer all coaplaints to 
tho Bureau, so that they could be prooptly investigated without duplication of 
offort. 
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7. Anti-Nazi League Miss Grace ·Meyette, reporting for the League for Human 
Rights, warnP.d the del~gates ~ainst acceptance of the 

fallacies that the increase of anti-Hitler fe0l1!1g since the beginning of the 

c·.trront war e..utomati~ally would de:roase a.ii ti .. ;;5~1J i t~.sm in the United States, 

a.t1cl. ~hat no GerD".an goods would enter the Ur41 ted States because of the British 

b~oc~ade. Act~al experience had shown that these assumptions were unwarranted. 

She de~cribed the very active work of a group of Christian 

wnmen in recent months in r4~.m::..nishing the sale of German merchandise, and urged 

t 1
1e •Jrga.niz:ations to appcini: their new boycott chairmen promptly, to make sure 

t :ie.t the~" ,.-,era competent and. active, and to give them full opportunity to make 

tneir reports at major meetings. 

80 Nomi!}ating Committee Upon recom111enda.tion of the president and the Executive 
Committee, end upon motion duly made, seconded, and 

u~a.nimously carried, the following Nominatin~ Committee was elected: Milton P. 

A~rschul, Chairman; Jerone r Curtis, Mrs David Glasser, A. I. Hausman, George 

KLein, A. E. Perslcy, and Aaron Resnick. 

9~ Kashruth The report of the Kashruth Committee was read by Rabbi 
Israel Porath, Chairman. After reviowing the activity of 

the Committee up to the July meetin~ of the Council~ ho informed the Co~icil 

that two letters had been sent to the Merkaz Harabbonim to learn what plans 

the Orthodox Rabbis had for the solution of the problem, inasmuch as the 

Babbis had first rejected the proposal of the Committee for community control 

of Kashruth supervision without giving a:n:y reasons, and had then reconsidered 

and asked the Council's continued cooperation. No information had been re

ceived in response to those letters. 

Tho Committee had then reviewed the entire situation, with 

the following points standing out: (1) there was still no supervision of the 

retail meat markets, leaving the wey open to misrepresentation and fraud; (2) 

the primary religious authority and responsibility for Kashru.th rested with 

the Orthodox Rabbis; (3) although the Committee had been established at the 

request of some of the Orthodox Rabbis, it was cleo.r that as a group they no 

longer wanted the assistance of the Council; (4) the situation had been compli

cated by a national resolution of tho Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United 

States and Canada, instructing its members not to cooperate with Community 

Councils in the administration of Xashruth (a letter had been sent by the 

Chairman to the Union to point out the facts in the local situation and a 

roply was expected soon); (5) the essential basis for cooperation by the Council, 

namely unity among the Orthodox Rabbis, was breaking down; (6) even those ~bbis ' 

who agreed with the Council were unwilling to openly oppose their colleagues; 

(7) should the Council attempt to push through a fundamental solution, it would 

involve the comcu.nity in the very dissension and disruption it had tried to 

avoid; (8) the constructive good that might result would have to be weig1ed 

agai~st the harm done by unfavorable publicity and conflict, particulurl;r under 

the present circW!lstancos; (9) to deal with the r.iatter in this wcy i·rould require 

a great deal of time and effort that might be devoted to other problems in the 

community, raising the question as to the relative value in view of the prob

able results. The final judgment of these factors rested with the Council and 

the coTi1.-:runity, the Committee said. For itself, having carried out its purpose 

of studying the Kashruth problem a..'1.d bringing back its facts and recocmeadllr• 

tions, the Coonittee tendered its resignation. 

There was prolonged discussion of the report. A nuobor of 

persons stated that the resignation could not be accepted, that the proble~ was 

too important and too much effort had been given it to stop at that po:i.i:t, that 

the oatter concerned the entire coonunity and not just the 0:-thJd.o.x P.abb.:.s, and 

that the Council owed it to its membership to continue. On tho oth?r h~ Ld it 

was stated that primary responsibility rested with the Orthodox syno~o~ues, 

and ui1:i.eGs they were sufficiently concernod to :-:iake t~1cir influcnc'3 f'3l t 1 'i t-i';le 

result CL~u.:..d be expected. It was also pointed ot:t that i:,.aanuch an the Suu~cil 

had entcrei into the situation at the request of Orthoc'iox Rabbis w!10 appar1;;:1tly 

no longer wished tho Cou.ncil 1s cooperation, tte ratter should be loft with then. 

After further discussion, it was said that the first oblig&

tion was to inforn tho oember organizatio~s of what had actually been done by 



the Council, so that there would be no misunderstanding in this regard, and so that there would be an opportunity for discussion and instruction of their ~~presentatives to the Council concerning their interest and wishes in the oatter. It was therefore coved, duly seconded, and unanicously carried that copies of the Cormittee 1s report s~ould be· rlailed to all of the aember organizations and to any synagogues and Rabbis who were not oenbers of the Council • . A.ction on the Cot1r.1ittee 1s resignation was deferred. 

10. Meobership Upon recoL41endation of the Executive Co:cnittee, and upon 
ootion duly nade, seconded, and carried, the neobership application of the Jewish National Workers Alliance, Branch 504, was approved. 

The oeeting was then adjourned. 

Respectfully subnitted, 

(signed) Philip Bernstein 
Secretary 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bids- .. CHerry 8176 

har Babbi S11Ters 

We have not Tet been informed by your organization as to 
who will represent it in the Jewish Community Council for 
the current year, 1940. 

It is very important that we have this information as 
soon as possible, inasmuch as the new representatives 
-will take office at the next meeting of the Council. It 
is necessary, too, because the Nominating Committee will 
meet shortly to recommend a slate of Officers and Executive 
Committee for election by the Council, and it must have the 
names Qf the 1940 represe~tativos in order to choose the 
nominees. 

Will you please return the enclosed blank as soon as 
possible! 

Sincerely yours, 

January 16, 1940 

P.S. As 7ou know, 7our present repreaentatiTea are Jerome N. 
Curtis, Sauls. Danaceau, and Dr. J.M. Jalkman. 
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T~e Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. . CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
E 105th & Ansel Rd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

lnclosed is a copy of a letter received by Mr. Simon as 
President of the Jewish Community Council concerning the 
candidacy of Mr McNutt. You will note that the letter 
attempts to win sympatey- for Mr McNu.tt on the basis of 
his alleged friendship for Jews - the very type of appeal 
that we have tried to minimize locally. 

In discussing the letter with Mr. Simon it seemed to us 
that it might be wise to write the sender of the letter 
to express our feeling that such religious issues should 
not be inJected into the campaign, and that the effect 
upon numerous persons in positions of Jewish communal 
leadership is the vecy opposite one from that intended. 
We thought also that it might be advisable to ask other 
Community Councils, such as those in Detroit and Cincin-
nati to take similar action to help strengthen the impression 
that the injection of religious issues is unwise, and that 
perhaps the attention of the General Jewish Council might be 
called to the possibility of ccderring with the leaders of 
both major political parties na ionall.y to avoid plqing 
upon religious prejudices. 

I shall be happy to get your reaction to the letter and 
to the auggeetiona. 

Very cordially yours, 

°:r ~::Z- • -

Secretary 
February 21, 1940 



EXECUTIVE C0I-!MlTTEE 
Jewish Community Cvuncil 

Minutes of a Meeting Tuesdq, February 27, 1940, at 8:30 p.m., at the Euclid 
Avenue Temple 

1. Attendance There were present: Max Simon, Chairman; Milton P. 
iltschul, Philip Bernstein, Jerome N. Curtis, George 

W! Furth, Mrs Moses Garber, Mrs Joseph Goldhamer, A. I. Hausman, David Ralph 
Hertz, Rabbi Hugo Klein, Max Kohrman, Mrs Benjamin Levine, Leonard Levy, 
Ao E. Persky, Rabbi Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Abraham Stern, Dr. Abraham 
S~rauss, Mayer Weintraub, Sidney N. Weitz. 

2. Minutes 

Conf'orence of 
Jews & Christians 

Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading 
of the minutes was dispensed with. 

The Chairman reported that tho Local Round Tablo of 
tho Conference of Jews and Christians had been VOr!' 
active in recent wcoks. The lunchoon addressed by 

Archbishop Schrembs had attracted an audience of more than 500 persons and 
had received extensive front-page publicity, with one of the papers reprint
ing his entire address on tolerance and good will. Brotherhood Week had in
cluded two major radio programs. several interfaith church programs and inter
faith youth forums. It was felt that comendable progress was being made in 
this constructive movement and the officers of the Council were cooperating 
actively in its development. 

4. Jewish People I s 
Committee 

The Chairman read a recent letter from the General 
Jewish Council, in response to an inquiry, stating 
that definite provision had been made for informing 

the countrtJ concerning the identity and nature of the Jewish People's Com
mittee. Question had arisen concerning this following the nation-wide publi
city which this organization recently had received. Attention was also called 
to the fact that the national commander of the Jewish War Veterans had issued 
a statement condemning the organization which had been widely publicized. It 
was agreed thnt the matter was one which required national, · rather than local 
attention. 

5. Mass Meeting The question of the advisability of a mass meeting 
concerning the treatment of Jews in the areas con

quered by Nazi Germa?lY had been tabled by the Executive Committee at a recent 
session until other developments had taken place. Tho matter was now recon
sidered, and the Committee was informed that the meeting in honor of Dr, Chaim 
Weizmann had attracted an over-flow audience of 4,000 persons and had recoived 
newspaper reviews and photographs. A large meeting had also been held re
cently by the American Jewish Congress, with Dr. Maurice Perlzweig of London 
as guest speaker. In view of these developments it was asked whether or not 
another mass meeting in the noar future would be advisable or effective. 

It was tho opinion of Mr. Weintraub that such a 
meeting should be hold to givo expression to the feelings of many Jews and 
to stir up public sontimont against the Nazi persecution. He believed that 
the daily newspapers had printed very little information concerning the situa
tion and that the general public was larGely uninformed and unconcerned as to 
what was taking place. Such a meeting with nationally known speakers would 
result in considerable publicity, and would be particularly timely because of 
the presence of Sumner Welles in Europe. He had spoken informally with leaders 
of the Polish and Czech groups who had stated that thoy would be willing to 
cooperate with the Jewish community in such a meeting. 

Several members, on the other hand, questioned the 
advisability of another mass meeting in the immediate future. They believed 
that the time was not good psychologically following the other two meetings 
and in the absence of a special dramatic occasion for it. Previous efforts 
to have the Poles and Czochs work togother in arranging such a meeting had 
not been successful and the Poles themselves would have a musical proiram i~ 
the large Public Auditorium within the next month to raise money for Polish 
relief. The ComDittee was informed also th.:i.t the Jewish Welfare Fund pl&nn~d 
to open its campaign early in MEW with a mass aeeting at the Music Hall which 



would deal Dainly with the overseas situation of Jews and would largely be 
of the very type which Mr. Weintraub recommended. The ability of any mass 
~eeting to open newspaper columns to such publicity over a period of time, 
was questioned, it being believed that tho relative lack of news was due 
to an inability of the newspapers to get authentic information from the con
quered areas rather than reluctance to print such facts. 

There was no second to Mr. Weintraub 1s motion that 
a mass meeting should be held in tho imraediate future. and the Secretary 
.-ras ins true ted to secure additional inf ori~ia tion from the League for Human 
3ibhts concerning the plans which it had had for a coeting sponsored by the 
l~.nnish, Polish, Jewish and other groups. 

6. Ritual Circumcision The ~embers were inf'omed of the work being done 
by the special Oocmittce appointed by the Chairman 

to deal with the problem which threatened the elimination of ritual circum
cision from a non-sectarian hospital unless the standards and relationship 
among tho Moholim icproved. It was pointed out that the problem was one 
of continuing a good relationship between the Jewish comcunity and thia 
hospital, as well as that of placing the practice of ritual circumcision 
on a plane befitting its religious character and dignity. 

The Cocmittee had been seeking to enforce the code 
of ethics to which the Mohelim had agreed, and was now exploring the possi
bilities of setting up a !oard of License conposed of rabbis and physicians 
who would examine Mohelio to deterraine their religious and nedical qualifi
cations and would issue licenses to those meoting the minin:rut1 requirooents. 
This plan had been agreed upon after communicating with several other cities 
and learning that a similar program had operated successfully in New York 
for several years. It was hoped that this arrangement would raise the 
standards of practice, improve the relationship among Mohelim, protect the 
community from incompetent persons, and assist the hospitals in maintaining 
the necessary control. 

Tho work of this Committoo was discussed, and its 
objectives were commended. It was therefore moved, duly seconded and carried 
that the Committee 1hould continue its efforts to work out a plan which would 
stabilize nhd dignify the practice, and that it should bring back its program 
for approval as soon as the details had been sufficiently developed. 

7. Kashruth At its last meeting tho Community Council had do-
ferred action o~ the report of the Kashruth Committee 

u...~til the organizations had received the report and had had an opportunity 
to discuss it and make their reactions known, and pending a reply fro~ the 
Union of Orthodox Rabbis to a lotter which had been sent infoming it of the 
local problem. It was reported that the Jewish Center Congregation Board 
had passed a resolution urging the Collllcil to continue its efforts to bring 
about a solution of the problem; that the ~"'Udas Isro.el was going into the 
matter; that there had been an important revision of the personnel of the 
Merkaz Harabbonim, the local orsonization of Orthodox Rabbis; that the 
Orthodox Congregations vero organizing thomselves to make their influence 
felt in this problem and others of direct mutual concern to them; and that 
a reply hnd not yet been received from the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. 

After some discussion it was agreed that no action 
should be taken until the next meeting of the Community Council, when there 
would be an opportuni t7 to gauge the sentiment of the community. 

a. Jewish Population 
Survey 

The Seoreta17 reviewed aoae of the major findings 
in the digest of the population survey which the 
lxecutive Committee had requested. Among the 

elements d.iacu11od were the diftoroncea in tho density of Jewish population 
in the areas of maJor concentration; the trends in these areas, it being 
notod that in soma thero was a decline, with deaths e~ceeding births: a.::1u 
in others the reverse was tru.e: the scattering of Je•i!sh population in 
190 of the 206 census tracts in the city; the tmp~.iaa.tions of the large 
proportion ot Jewish families living in apartment houses; the number of 
familie1 not affiliated with major Jewish organizations; the fact that 
one-third of the Jewish families had membership in synagogues and templos, 



with the proportion varying from about 60 pBrcent in one major area to a~out 
20 percent in another; the fact that about one .... ha:f of the Je,dsh chL.1.a.ren 
of school age were receiving a formal Jew:l~h eda~a.tion at any one time; etc. 
The characteristics of each of tho majo1· it,Jewishil areas were discussed, 
revealing several facts previously urJtnown, for e.x:ample the Jewish population 
of the West Side as being 2665, much larger than had been believed. 

The findings wore considered and it was agreed that 
tho real value of the survey would lio in the practical use ma.de of tho facts. 
Such use already had beon made by some organizations and institutions. The 
Council Educational Alliance had used the information as a basis for planning 
its service in the E. 55th trcot neighborhood, the Superior-1hru area, and 
its afternoon program for childron. Tho Jewish Young Adult !ureau had uti~
ized the study as a foundation for planning its activity from tho vory be
ginning. Several other possibilities wero suggested and it was then moved, 
duly seconded and carried that the Population Survey Committee should send 
a copy of tho digest to each Jewish organization, pointing out those elements 
of specific concern to it. 

9. Membership Upon motions made, duly seconded and carried it ~as 
vot~d to recommend approval of the membership ap

plications of the Ohel Jacob Congregation, Heights Zionist District and 
Glenville Lodge B1nai B1rith, the latter upon meeting the technical require
ment of one year's existence; and to recommend that the Migdol Zion Society's 
application should not be approved in view of the fact that it lacked the 
minimum membership and that some of its members undoubtedly were already 
represented by other organizations. 

10. Annual Meeting The date of tho annual meeting of the Council was 
tentatively set for Mon~, March 18. 

No further business coming before the Cocmittee, tho meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

( signed) Philip Bernstein 
Secretary 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. - CHerrv 81 76 

near Babbi Silveri 

I am very happy to note that you have been appointed as a 
representative to the Jewish Community Council for the 
current year. We shall need your active participation in 
dealing with the many important problems that confront us 
in these critical times, and you may be sure that your 
suggestions, opinions, and assistance will be most welcome. 

I hope therefore that you will be able to attend the meetings 
of the Council regularly. Because it is only through such 
attendance that the Council can have the benefit of your 
experience and judgment in determining its policies and 
action. 

The next meeting of the Council will be the Annual Meeting, 
and will be held Mond.af, March 181 at 8:0Q...E.~~, at Tho 
Temple (Assembly Hall, A11sel Road entranc~)e ·-~he officers 
and Executive Committ~e will be olocted, the development 
of the Council, its activities a.~d problcmsv will be re
viewed, and important reports and recommendations of com
mittees will be considered and acted upon. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at that time. 

March 1, 1940 

Sinceroly yours, 

~~ 
Max Simon 
President 



JIWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting Monday, March 18, 1940, 8:15 p.m., at The Templ~ 

1. Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

2. Election The report of the Nominatinc Committee was presented by Milton 
Altschul, chairman. There being no other nominations by peti- _ 

tion, it was moved, duly seconded, and carried that the Socrctary should cast ~he 
unanimous ballot for the election of the following persons: Max Simon, pres~.dunt; 
Phtlmore J. Haber, first vice-president; Ezra Z. Shapiro, second vice-p:tesidcnli: 
~rs Clarence Weidonthal, third v!ce-president; Max Kohrman, treasurer; Fhili? 
Bernstein, secretary; and Milton P. Altschul, Ed,-rara. M Baker, Rabbi BR B~ickner, 
Rabbi Armond E Cohen, Jerome I Curtis, Isadore Finesilver, Eugene H Freedheim, 
George W. Furth, Rabbi David _Genuth, Rabbi Harold Goldfarb, Mrs Joseph Goldha.mor, 
Mrs Joseph Gross, Myron Ouren, A I Rausnia.n, David Ralph Hertz, Mrs Siegmund Herzog, 
Dr. S.F.M. Hirsch, Rabbi Hugo Klein, Milton J Lapine, Mrs AH Levine, Mrs Benjamin 
Lorine, Mrs AF Mollma.n, A E Persky, Rabbi Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Rabbi 
Rudolph Rosenthal, Rabbi AH Silver, Abraham Stern, Meyer Weintraub, and Sidney 
N Weitz, members of the Executive Committee. 

3. Preaident 1s Report Mr Simon reviewed the activities and achievements of the 
Council in the fo'lµ' years of its existence; and analyzed 

the principles which he believed should be the foundation of the Council's acti
vity and development. At the request of the members, it was agreed that copies 
of the report should be mailed promptly to all member . organizations. 

4. Xashruth Rabbi Israel Porath, chairman of the Kashruth Committee 
reported the following developments since the last meeting 

of the Council: (a) tho Morkaz Harabbonim had been reorganized and included all 
but one Orthodox Rabbi, who had agreed to abide by any rules the group would set 
UF even though he had withdrawn as a member; (b) the Rabbis had begun to inspect 
the retail meat markets on a regular assignment basis, and their experience had 
convinced them mor6 than over that full-timo paid supervisors were necessary to 
assure adherence to Kashruth regulations by the retail butchers; (c) a reply had 
been received from the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada 
to the letter which had been sent by Rabbi Porath to inform the union of the local 
situation- following the Union's resolution that its members throughout the 
country were not to cooperate with the Community Councils in dealing with Kashruth. 
The Union suggested that in view of the coI!lplicated situation, a Committee of three 
Rabbis selected jointly by it, the Merkaz Harrabonim, and the Coomunity Council 
should come to Cleveland to investigate the matter. It was Rabbi Porath1s belief 
that as a result of these develop~ents the local Orthodox Rabbis might be more 
willing to cooperate with the Council if the latter would restrict itself to 
assistance in finding funds top~ inspectors for the retail markets, rather than 
include also provision for supervising:.. 

There was lon& and active discussion of the question, with 
several of the representatives reporting the formal action taken by their re
spective organizations after consideration of the Xashruth report which the 
Council had sent them. A few individuals suggested that the Council should drop 
the matter, stating that the problem had not been solved for 35 years and that 
it could not be solved now. On the other hand, a nuober of representatives 
vigorously ad.vised the Council to proceed in the developcent of a solution, 
declaring that the problem of fraud, oisrepresentation, and intioidation in any 
branch of Jewish life was of deep concern to the entire Jewish comcru..nity; that it 
w~s not to be expected that a situation of such long standing could be solved 
overnight; that definite progress had been oade in getting the facts, in inform
ing the c0Dr.1UI1ity of where the responsibility lay, in beginning at least to 
arouse public opinion, and in bringing about tho inauguration of eoce retail 
supervision; that tho Council had the power and influence to ca.ko further pro
gress; that no group or individual should be pornitted to block conrnmity action; 
and that the coammity had a rosponsibility in the r1atter which it could not 
ignore.. 
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The proposal that a delegatio~ of Rabbis should visit Cleveland 
to examine the situation was discusr. :d 'but found no favoruhle support, it being 
recalled that such u delegn.tion hL..o. once maa.e such a visit without bringing a.bout 
a solti_tion, th,':1-t the f['.cts were nlrl-:: ady l".nown, and that the forces existed 
locally capable of dealing with the m~ttcr. Other possibilities, such as the 
enforcement of the st[l.te Iw.shruth law, were also considered. 

It wao then moved, duly seconded, a.nd carried that tho Committee 
of the Council should continue its effo~ts to bring about an adequate solution 
for the Kashruth problem. 

5. Anti-Nazi League Irvin~ Hexter, ne,-rly-elccted presidont of the League for 
HUlilan Ri{~h ts, asked the membe::-s to make full use of the 

League's office, in securing authenti c inform:1 tion, in strengthening tho boycott 
of Uazi goods and sorvicos, v.nd in cocrporating to overcome anti-Semi tic propa
ganda. He emphasized the need for coordinated action in order to achieve success
ful rcsul ts. 

6. Father Coughlin The report of the Coughlin Committee, presontod by George 
Furth, cnllcd the attention of the Council to tho follow

ing recent developracnts: (~) for tho pust few w0eks, Coughlin 1s broadcasts had 
omitted mention or advertising of Social Justice Magazine and other Coughlin 
literature, which had depc:ided upon the radio pro6rar.is for circulation and in
come and vrhich were more anti·-Scmj_ tic than his broadcasts; (b) Rev. Cole, in tho 
middle wert, and Rev. Kernan, in the east, had been continuing their vigorous 
radio programs; ( c) a ·~ least three a'1. ti-·Coughlin books had been publi shod; 
(d) the following magazines had published anti-Coughlin articles: Colli ers, Life, 
Look, Equality, the Co:r:.."!lonwealth, the Nation, and Forum; (e) several newsr>ape1·s in 
a number of cities had pr:nted anti-Coughlin editorials; (£) the Friends 0f 
Democracy, a national 0r~a.nization with offices in Kansas City a'1d :rew York~ was 
launclµng a nation wide proera.I!l to e,::pose Coughlin1 s "forgerte~, fabric;atio:1.:33 
and plagiarisms"; (g) an attack upon Jews in the Li~coln :Bi r thday is sue of Social 
Justice had been nationally exposed as an outright falsehood.; (h) the s01.u·ce of 
much of Father Coughlin's material had likewise been exposed as a viciously 
anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic French journal. In general, the movement to 
counteract Coughlin' s a.--iti-Semi tic and anti-democratic propaganda h:1s become 
much more vigorous and wide-spread-since the arrest of the 17 Christian Front 
leaders. Other aspects of this situation were discussed. 

7. Membership Upon the recomm~ndation of the Executive Committee, ~nd upon . 
motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the 

Council approved the membership applications of the Glenville Lodge B'~ai B'rit~, 
the Heights Temple Zionist District, and Ohel Jacob CongregP.tion; a~1d did not 
accept the application of the Migdol Zion Society because it lccked the minimum 
membership, and inasmuch as a number of its members alrecdy had representation 
through their affiliation with other organizations. 

a. National Conference of ~hilmore J Haber announced that the Cleveland Round 
Christians and Jews Table of the National Conference of Christians a..--id 

Jews would sponsor a civic lu..'1cheon on Thursday, 
March 28, at the Carter Hotel, to be addressed by Dr. Arthur J. Cullor, execu-
tive chairman of the Round Table, on "The Church's Message in the Present Crisis". 
Mr Haber called attention to the outstanding success of the previous luncheons, 
addressed by Dr Clinchy and Archbishop Schrombs, and tho almozt unprecedented 
newspaper response to the work of the Conference. He urged a maxir.nun attendance 
to hear Dr Culler as a tribute to his energetic lcedership of the Conference. 
Tickets would be available at the CommUJ.1ity Council office. 

9. Mass Meeting It was proposed by Me~"or Weintraub the .. t tho Council should 
sponsor a mass meeting in tho ver--J near future to protest 

against the Nazi treatment of Jews in Poland. The purpose of such a raeeting 
would be to arouse Jewish sentir.1ent, which he sr,id was b0coning hardened and 
immune, to stir up public opinion, and to infom the cor.1DUnity directly and 
through the newspapers of whnt was really hnppcning. He believed that tho Polos 
and Czechs should be invited to join in the meeting, 0nd his conversations with 
them indicated that they would be willing to participate although ether nctivitior 
would prevent them from taking an active part in building the noeting. 



In the discussion, 1 t was suggested tht\ t it would be a poor 
time to hold such an event in view of the fact that two large Je,dsh meetings had 
recently been held to hear Dr. Chaim Weizmann and Dr Maurice Perlzweig, and that 
a third mass meetin was being planned to open the Jmrish Welfare J'und campaign; 
that such a meeting should occur at the same time as similar events throughout the 
country in ardor to be effective; that it \10uld require some special dramatic 
happening to provide the proper spark; th~t Jewish suffering was part of a world
wide situation which would have to be considered in weighing the advisability and 
value of a mass meeting; and th~t if held now it would woakon the effect of ,my 
other meeting which might be advisable in the near future. The Council was in
formed that the Executive Committoe had considered tho matter at two rocont 
meetings and had come to the conclusion thnt tho time was not opportune for sueh 
a mocting. 

Aftor furthe r discussion, it was mov0d, duly seconded, and 
carried that the proposal should bo referred back to the Executive Committee for 
further consideration. 

10. No other business coming before the mooting, it was adjourned. 

(signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 
Socrctary 



EllCUTIVE COMI<IT~ 
Jewish Community Council 

~nt.i.tes of a MeetiAG Wednesd.a,Y, June 5, 1940, at 8: 15 p.m., at the Jewish Cen·~er 

J. Attendance There were present Philmo~e J Haber, Chairman; Milton P, 
Altachul, Philip !ernstein, Jerome H Curtis, George W. 

furth, Rabbid David Genuth, Mrs Joseph Goldhamer, Myron Guren, A I Hausman, 
J.i.rs Siegmund Herzog, Milton Lapine, Mrs A H Levine, Mrs !enjamin Levine. Mrs 
J •• F. Mellman, A. I. Persley', Rabbi Israel Porath, Abraham Stern, Mrs Clarence 
Weidenthal, and Sidney N Weitz. 

2. Executive Committee The Chairman welcomed the new members of the Executive 
Committee, and invited their active participation. To 

the entire Committee he pointed out the grave responsibility which the Council 
as the central body of Cleveland Jowry had in meoting the current critical 
problems, and emphasized that all of the members ot the Committee shared with 
the officers responsibility for guiding the policies of the Council. He urged 
every member to take the initiative in calling to the attention of the officers 
between meetings any matters which required consideration and action. 

3. Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of 
the minutes was dispensed with. 

4. Miscellaneous Activities The Chairman briefly reported upon the following: 

Music Festival -- The approval of the Executive Committee had been sec
ured by mail for the Community Council's co-sponsorship with a number of other 
civic organizations of the Cleveland Plain Dealer Music Festival to be held 
June 14. No financial or other active responsibility was involved, 

Schools - The Schools Committee under the chairmanship of Rabbi 
Brickner again had cooperated with the public schools in the absence of Jewish 
students on the Passover holidays without penalty and in the avoidance of 
examinations on these days. Several special situations had been handled with
out difficulty. Through the religious schools, Jewish newspapers, and rabbis 
the Committee also had undertaken to avoid a repetiti&n of visiting of plqgrounds 
and classes by children officially absent. a practice which had brought a com
plaint from one of the superintend.ants on the High Holidays. To date, no similar. 
complaint had been received concerning Passover. 

The Committee had communicated with President Leutner of Western Res
erve University concerning the tact that commencemont exercises occurred on the 
first dq of Shevuoth and at the aamo time as confirmation services. Dr Lautner 
expl~ined that for more · than fifty years this occasion took place on the first 
Wednesdq after June 10, and that while it was too late to make any change this 
year, the deans would be asked to make any necessary adjustments for Jewish 
students and the possibility of similar conflicts in future years would be ei
plored. 

In general. school authorities had been very cordial in handling these 
matters, but a problem still remained with some Jewish children and parents who 
informed teachers and principals that they had no objection to attendance on 
Jewish holicl.qs. 

rather Coughlin - The attention of the Committee was called to the 
tact that lather Coughlin no longer was broadcasting. 

Ris own announcement had been that he was leaving the radio for the summer. His 
Social Justice magazine was considerably reduced in size. Other related facts 
were given. 

Ritual Circumcision - The eomm1ttee on Ritual Circumcision was contin
uing its efforts to institute a system of licensing for Mohalem. Assurance 
alrea.d1' had been receiTed from St. Lukes Hospital of its readiness to cooperate 
in the plan, and the Hoepi tal had revoked 1 ts previous rulo banning the pr&ctice 
by Mohalem. 



Arbitration -- The Jewish Arbitration and Conciliation Court wao con-· 
tinuing its service, a case ·having been settled during the past week by Judge 
~~r~ Grossman as arbitrator, with another scheduled for the current week with 
Judge David Ba.lph Hertz as arbitrator. A review of the cases brought to the 
Arbitration Court and kept out of the public courts revealed: 2 suits by rabbi~ 
against con&regations for back salary; 5 other suits against congregations, iu
volving claims for cemetary plots, construction work, and legal services; 2 
claims against educational institutions by former tenchors; 2 claims involving 
Jewish philanthropic a&encies; 2 disputes within Jewish organizations involving 
c..n election and the authority of an officer: a complaint by two rabbis against 
a manufacturing concern for the unauthorized use of Passovor labels, a dispute 
between two charitable organizations which had split, concerning the division of 
funds and the confusion of names: 4 claims involving non-Jewish organizations 
and individuals, to prevont bad foolin& and misunderstanding which had baon de
veloping; and sovernl porsonal matters 8'U.ch as a Jewish divorco and a rontal 
dispute involving tho Jewish holidqs. 

The Jewish attorneys who had referred some of the cases were enthusias
tic about the Court and had suggested that the Council should publicize it more 
widely throU&h the Jewish community and particularly among the Jewish lav.,ers. 
This suggestion was discussed by the Committee, and following consideration of 
alternative plans it was moved, duly seconded, and carried that a letter should 
be sent to the Jewish attorneys informing them of the purpose, procedure, and 
activities of the Jewish Arbitration Court. It was agreod that tho Jewish orf!:
anizations likewise should be romindod of the Court. 

The Committee was informed that since the establishment of the Arbitra
tion Court, not a single Jewish dispute of the type which formerly had cast dis
credit upon the Jewish community had gone to the public courts or had been pub
licized in the newspapers, to the lmowledge of the Arbitration Committee. 

5. Amendment Upon motion made, duly seconded, and carried it was voted 
to recommend to the Council adoption of amendments which 

would revise Article IV, Section 4 of the Constitution, to base the representa
tion of organizations upon the size of the membership on November 1, rather than 
on May 1 preceding the selection of representatives; and which would revise 
Article VIII, Section 4, to have the call for the selection of representatives 
go out within ten days after November 15 instead of October 1. The chan~as had 
been suggested on the basis of experience to date as a more practical arrangement. 

6. Jlass Meeting The Council at its last meeting had referred back to the 
Executive Committee the question of the advisability of 

a mass meeting concerning the treatment of Jews in Nazi held territory. It was 
the ju~ment of tho Committee, and it was moved, duly seconded, and unanimously 
carried, that the timo was inappropriate to consider a separate Jewish mass 
meeting, because the war had changed the problem to a general one by making 
millions of other people victims of Nazi destruction. 

7. Membership 

clarification of tho 
ed through the three 

The Committee deferred action on the membership applica.
tion of the Worlanen 1s Circle Chorus and Orchestra, pending 

question as to whether its membership already was represent .. , 
Workmen's Circle branches which were members of the Council~ 

a. Ka.shruth Rabbi Israel Porath reported that marked progress had bee~ 
made in taking initial steps to bring about Kashru.th sup

ervision of the retail food stores. The united body of Orthodox Rabbis had boon 
reorganized to include about 13 rabbis, with only 2 not members. These 2 were 
not, however, obstructing tho work of the group. The rabbis had divided tho 
city into sections, had assigned a district to each, and they were visiting thv 
retail meat markets to check upon them. They had experienced practically no 
difficulty in gaining access to the shops. 

Alreaey a number of cases of misrepresentation had been discovered and 
had been corrected. A few retail butche~s had paid self imposed fines, which 
had been turned over to charities by ·che ra:obia, a.nd one wholesaler guilty of 
forging ka.ahruth seals had ag~eed to l~avc the kosher meat business entirely. 
A sausage manufacturer had stated pub::.icly through advertisements in tho Jewish 
newspapers that his company did. not mo.nufacture kosher foods and that tho word 
"kosher" would be removed from tho compa.11.Y' s n~e. A few delice.tossans and 
restaurants likewise had romovod tho word 11 ·:osher" from thoir windows .. 



,. ". 

While the situation had boon improved greatly, Rabbi Pcrath stated that 
tho present method of inspection was only a temporary one, and that a permanent 
arrangement would have to be developed. Tho first steps toward this, ho be
lieved, would be the rocognition and moral support of tho rabbinical group by 
tho Community Council, and a minimum annual bud&et of about $5,000 to po.y several 
full time inspectors and to moot modest administrative expense. He believed that 
the problem was not insoluble, and that with such financial resources and 
supervision the situation could be well controlled within a year. 

lw.bbi Porath was commended for the progress ma.de to date. Following 
discussion of his report by the Committee, he agreed to submit in writing a . 
definite program and a budget of contemplated e%penses and alternative possi
bilities of raising the necessary funds, to be mailed to the Executive Committee 
for consideration prior to its next meeting. 

9. "Fifth Column" Miss Grace Meyette, director of the League for Human ~ghts, 
described recent and current activities of various sub

versive groups and their leaders in Cleveland. 

10. Next Meeting It was agreed that tho next meeting of the Council should 
be held during tho week of Juno 17 or of June 24. 

No further business coming before tho meeting, it was adjoumod. 

(signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON XASHRUTH 

The last report made by the Kashruth Committee was presented to the 
Lxecutive Committee and to the Jewish Comnru.nity Council at their meeting in 
~I"u.1.y of this year. It might be well, therefore, before making our present 
re .:;ommendations, to review briefly the background contained in our previous 
statement. 

You will remember that the appointment of the Committee on Zashruth 
\\·as authorized by the Executive Committee in July, 1938, upon tho request of a 
number of Orthodox Rabbis because of the complete lack of any supervision in 
t,b.e retail sale of kosher meats. The pEirsonnel of the Committee which was 
appointed had the approval of those Rabbis. 

Your Committee agreed at the very beginning that it should consult with 
ell parties involved in Kashruth before ma.king any recommendations. To that 
end we met with the city Heal th commis si onor, who inforL1ed us that the State 
Rachruth Law had never been enforced locally because of the lack of funds; with 
the Orthodox Rabbis who agroed to meet our basic stipulation that trc could not 
e-o into the situation unless we had their uni tcd coopc·ration, since we could 
i:. :>t become involved in any such situation as has existed in the past when one 
Rabbi would testify that a certain product ,-,as kosher and £U1other that it was 
rJ.ot, and inasmuch as tho religious o.u.thori ty and rosponsibili ty for Kashruth 
rostod primarily with the Rabbis - and for that purpose the Rabbis organized 
the Morkaz Harabbonim and appointed a Committee of four mombors to cooperate 
with our Committee; we met with the wholesale meat packers, who refused to 
cooporato in bringing about supervision of tho retail sale of kosher meats; and 
with the rotail butchers who proposed a plan which could not bo accepted be
cause of its impracticality, its questionable legality, and because tho undez
lying principle of having the persons being supervi sed pay for their own inspec
tion was unsound. 

We could not accopt either the proposal of tho Rabbis that we should 
secure for thom the official authority to enter voluntarily the moat markets to 
inspect them, because it was not intended th:. t this would be a rogu.lar and 
complete inspection, with the result that while some offenders might be caught 
others would not, and the community would bo given the false impression that 
there was adequate supervision when actually much misrepresenta tion would prob
ably continue without detection. 

After a year of study and about 20 meetings and conferences wo were •· .• ~ 
convinced thnt the only sound solution lay in a thorough ond complete program 
which would include also tho wholesale moat packers, since there was no moro 
justification for tho packers• selecting o.nd paying their own inspectors than 
there would be for a similar arrangement i~ tho rotail meat markets. Wo there
fore proposed tho establishment of a comr.nmity Board of Kashru.th which would 
give due plcce to the Orthodox Babbis and which would onploy directly the 
Schochtim, Rabbis, and moat markot inspectors for Xashru.th, instoad of locving 
this to private arranger.10nt. Schochttm and. aabbis would be provided to packers 
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0 :1 the be.sis of a unif oru f cc p()r tmi t of nca t slaugh to red a.id suporvi sed, and 
the f oo would bo large eno'\.1.gh to enable the Bon.rd of Kushru.th to pay also for 
retail inspection. It would not, h9wevcr, be an unfair burden upon the packel"B 
si.acc this chargo would be passed ou to tho co:1su.zcrs, who ultitm.tely rrust p i:,y 
::0r any plun of Kushruth supGrvision. 

You will rcoonbor th2.t this proposr.l wr ... s prcse:1tcd to tho Ortl odox 
E.n.bbis at two ocetings. At tho last I!lootiag the Rabbis ac.id th~t the:y hn.d given 
the au tho•ri ty to specie for thco to n Rabbi who is onploycd by the largest I!lCa t 
packer, without tha~selvcs having arri7cd at any decision, This Raobi rejected 
0'11" r c;cooncndution, rcfusi:1g to give a..11y reo.sN:.s, al though ho adoi ttcd thc.t the 
r lan was logical. Tho other Rabbis snid n0thing. 

When this w.:-.s reported to the Cou:icil at its la.st nGcti~g, the Rnbbis 
sont Rabbi Gonuth as thoir ~cprcsontative to infom the Council that they had 
just hc:-.d a long nceting, thc.t they wis:lcd tho natter to be given further co~1-
s idcration, o.nd askod the CoLlI.littce to coatiauc its efforts. The C0Muittc0 
wa s the~ given such authorization. 

The following hD.s ti:.kon place since th2. t ti~o. We wrote to Rabbi Philip 
:aosenbcrg, who at thEl.t tine presided over the :·1ooti11~s of tho Mcrkaz Harabboa i11, 
on August l to i1:forn hin of tho soati:.icnt of t!le Council as expressed at its 
nooting and to o.sk what steps the Rabbis proposed, i~r.snuch as our CoDI1i tteo had 
presented a pl~ which wo bolioved would solvo the problco but which had been 
rej0ctod by thou without suggesting a.n o.ltcrnc.tivo. To this wo roceivod n. reply 
on AUt:,"'ll.st 9 which uoroly quoted tho following resolution. adopted by the Merlcaz 
Harabbonio at the occtin6 held just prior to the Council nceting ond of which 
tho Council already had been infonied by Rabbi Gonuth, to wit: 11 13e it resolved 
th~t tho Mcrkaz Harabbonin continue to perfect its plans which arc in the pro
cess of conplotion, and decides to do cve~rthing in its power to onforce Kash1"Uth 
in this conr:runi ty. 13c it further resolved th.:-. t the MerkAz Harabbonin gratefully 
acknowledges tho Cleveland Cot1:.nmi ty Council's willingness to cooperate in this 
ioportruit probleo. It therefore assures the Council that tho Mcrkaz Harabbonin 
will be happy to cull upo·.1 tho Conr.nmi tjr Council for ~r assistance 1 t n~ nood 
and which tho Council oay be inn position to offcr.n 

Whon no other word was roceived in the next two oonths, o. lotter was 
sent to Rabbi Jacob ]orgor as secretary of the Morlmz Harabbonin to inforo tho 
organizo.tion of the dosiro th£?. t there sho1 .. ld bo no further delay o.nd asking 
what plans tho group had ,-,i th 1•cfcronce to the problon. The lotter was sent 
on October 13, c.nd no roply has beon received to d,...~te, 

We nrc inforncd th~t the Merkaz Harabbonio has held no raeeting for scv
oral oonths, and there is nlso evidence of differences anong some of tho ocobcrs, 
such as to raise serious question ~s to the prospect for any unified action by 
thon in tho in:1cdiate future~ An inporta.nt elc::ient also is the fa.ct that sev
eral of the :Rabbis who o.t present aro not Ctlployod by tho packing houses o.nd 
dorivo no incono fro:..1 Kashruth supervision, while privately expressing diso.groo
i.tont with their collooguos c.nd a. desire to cooporo.te with tho Council have no.do 
it clonr th.?.t they do not uish o!' intend to ontor openly into cmy opposition to 
then. 
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Another factor which must be taken into account is the resolution ad
:,pted nationally by the Union of Orthodry;e Rabbis of the United States and Canada 
,'. t a recent conventiop., forb:i.dC:.lng tt.o 1nJr.:i0e:i. .. ~ to join with Jewish Community 
.-:ouncil in the administra tion of Kash:cuthr; While it is loovrn that the resolution 
-.10.s inspired directly by a situation i~J. another city, it is said that Clevelru1d1s 
• 8·presentation aided in its passage and it is lmo,,m that the Union sent letters 
\,O Cleveland Rabbis ins tru.cting thom to a-bide by the resolution. 

In reviewing these develo:;_:ment, the follo':.~ing points stand out: 

::.. Tho actun.l Kashruth situation remains the s c:mc as boforo, \·Ii th no supervi
oion of the retail meat markets, leaving tno way open to misrepresentation and 
:::·raud. 

2 . Tho primary religious authority and. responsibili t:r for Kashruth rests with 
t he Rabbis. 

z. . Although your Comi:littcc was established at th0 request of the Orthodox Rabbis, 
uho pledged their coop~rution 2.'1.d who were repcn.tcdl? assured tht'..t the Cou..I1c:.l 
::.ad no ciesire to invade in a.'rly ,_..,o.y their religious authority, it is now clel'..r 
:,l1at tho Orthodox Rabbis D.s t: group arG not scok:i:..16 the assistance or coopera
tion of the Council c.:10_ tho,t som0 of them h1 fa.ct ere opposing it. 

4. ~he situation of the R[·.bbis h~s been cor.1plicatcci further by the resolution 
of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. In all fairness, we believe tho.t the Union 
should have a full pictur\.1 of the situa tion he: .. e c..nd should lc1ow where -~ho 
rcsponsi bili ty lies, c..r1d hav0 directed t:10 Chairr.nD..1A.1. to s<1 L1form the Uaion. 

5. The primary co!1di tion set forth by your Cor1".l·.1i ttoc as n basis for partici
pntion by the Council, ~ancly unity o.rnong tho Orthodox R.:1.bbis, o.pparm1tly hc:ts 
been brooking down. 

6. Should the C01J11cil o.ttempt ~o pu.sh through a fundruacmtal solution such n.s 
your Cammi ttcc ho.s reco.nncndoo., it would crente dinscnsion and. disruptior .. il". 
the cori1muni ty of the very type thc..t the Cou..:1cil and. you.r Cor:u:ii ttoc hn.s sought 
to a.void. The Council would r::.lso be co-;.1frontod 1:.rith o. coadition i!1 which c·..ro:.1 

those Rr1,bbis Hho a.grec ui th the Council are uw.-rillin{; ti') en. tor into nny open 
opposition to their collcn.gucs. 

7. The constructive good th .. : t r.1izllt possibly result nust be weighed against 
the hD..rm dono by the tu7.favcr~-~blo publici t~r, a.isruptio!l, c.nd conflict thn.t prob
n.bly would be involved, particularly in view of present conditions. 

8. ~"1othcr olcrnont tho.. t nust be considered is th,:..t und.cr tho present circun-• 
stances tho o..tter.1pt to carry out n thorough prograr.1 would involvo o. very large 
po.rt of the time D.n.d effort of the Cotu"'lcil to the exclusion of other probleDse 

Tho fi:10.l cvaluatim1 of these factors nust rest with the Cou~1ciL, And 
reflecting, as the Co11;1cil docs, tho will of n cross section of t:10 Jo•,dsh cor:1•-
nuni ty, the ul tir.10. te t1..:1swer will be detcr;Jinod by tho a.egrc0 of indiff orcnce 
or concern of tho cr:.r.u-1uni ty. 
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For i tsolf, ;;-our Conni ttce W1:'..S cst.:~blishod tc study tho problen of 
KC'..s~n,1th n!'ld to brir1g bac}~ its f~cts :md rc'cornc:1d[.tions. This we ht1,,0 done. 
We bcliovc,thorcforo, th~t we should :md ~1croby do, tender our rosig:10.tion. 

COUiliI TTEE o:; KASERUTH 

Isr~cl Porat~, C!1uirt'k.'\Il 



JIWISH COMUUNIT'i COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting Monday, March 18, 1940, 8:15 p.m,, at~ T!!J?le 

1. Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

2. Election The report of the Nominatinc Committee w&e presented by Milton 
Altschul, chairman. There being no other nomination~ by pet1- . 

tion, it was moved, duly seconded, and carried that the Socretary should cast the 
unanimous ballot for the election of tho following persons: Max Simon, president; 
Philmore J. Haber, first vice-president; Ezra Z. ehapiro, second vice-president: 
~rs Clarence Weidenthal, third vic&•pr3siden t; Hax Kohrman, treasurer: Ph:.lip 
Bernstein, aecreta.ey; and Mil ton P. Al ~sci1ul, E\l.•-,a.ra. M :Saker, Rabbi ::S R Brickner, 
Rabbi Armond I Cohen, Jerome N Curtis, Isadore iincsilver, Eugene H Freedheim, 
George W. J'urth, !abbi David .Genuth, Babbi Harold Goldfarb, Mrs Joseph Goldhamor, 
Mrs Joseph Grose, Myron Ouren, A I Bausman, David lla.lph Hertz, Mrs Siegmund Herzog, 
Dr. S.F.M. Hirsch, Rabbi Hugo Klein, Milton J Lapino, Mrs AH Levine, Mrs Benjamin 
Levine, Mrs AF Hollman, A E Persky, Rabbi Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Rabbi 
Rudolph Rosenthal, Rabbi AH Silver, Abra.ham Stern, Meyer Weintraub, and Sidney 
N Weitz, members of the Executive Committee. 

3. Pre1identJs Report Mr Simon reviewed the activities and achievements of the 1 

Council in the four years ot its existence; and analyzed 
the principles which he believed should be the foundation of the Council 1s acti
vity and development. At the request of the members, it was agreed that copies 
of the report should be mailed promptly to all member.organizations. 

4. Kaahruth Rabbi Israel Porath, chairman of the Kashruth Commi tteo 
reported the following developments since the last meeting 

of the Council: (a) tho Morkaz Harabbonim hD.d been reorganized and included all 
but one Orthodox Rabbi, wh~ had agreed to abide by any rules the group would set 
up even though he had withdrawn as a member; (b) tho Rabbis had begun to inspect 
the retail meat markets on a regular assignment basis, and their experience had 
convinced thom mor~ than over that full-timo paid supervisors were necessary to 
assure adherence to Kashruth regulations by the retail butchers; (c) a reply had 
been received from the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada 
to the letter which had been sent by Rabbi Porath to inform the union of the local 
situation, following the Union 1s resolution that its members throughout the 
country were not to cooperate with the Community Councils in dealing with Kashruth. 
The Union suggested that in view of the complicated situation, a Committee of three 
Rabbis selected jointly by it, the Merkaz Harrabonim, and the Cocmunity Council 
should come to Cleveland to investigate the matter. It was Rabbi Porath1s belief 
that as a re~ult of these developcents the local Orthodox Rabbis might be more 
willing to cooperate with the Council if the latter would restrict itself to 
assistance in finding funds to pq inspectors for the retail markets, rather than 
include also provision for supervising. 

There was long and active discussion of the question. with 
several of the represontatives reporting the formal action taken by their re
spective organizations after consideration ot the Xashruth report which the 
Council had sent them. A few individuals suggested that the Council should drop 
the matter, stating that the problem had not been solved for 35 years and that 
it could not be aolve4 now. On the other hand, a nunber of representatives 
vigorously advised the Council to proceed in the aevelopoent of a solution, 
declaring that the problem of fraud, oisreprosentation, and intimidation in any 
branch of Jewish lite wns of deep concern to the entire Jewish community; that it 
was not to be elq)ected that a situation of such long standinc could be solved 
overnight; that definite progress had been ca.de in getting the facts, in infom
ing the cot1DU11ity of where the responsibility lay, in beginning at least to 
arouse public opinion, and in bringing about tho inauguration of soce retail 
supervision; that the Council ha.d tho power and influence to oakc further pro
gress; that no group or individual should be porr.titted to block eonnunity action; 
and that the connunity had a responsibility in the natter which it could not 
ignore. 
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The proposal that a delegation of Rabbis should visit Cleveland 
to examine the situation was discussed but found no favorable support, it being 
recalled that such a delegntion hcd once made such a visit without bringing about 
a solution, th~t the facts were already known, and that the forces existed 
locally capable of dealing with the mc.tter. Other possibilities, such as tho 
enforcement of the stnte lC;J.shruth law, were also considered. 

It was then moved, duly seconded, o.nd carried that tho Committee 
of tho Council should continue its effo:cts to bring about an adequate solution 
for the Kashruth problem. 

5. Anti-Nazi League Irvine, Hexter, ne,-,ly-elected president of the Len.guc for 
Humun Ri::;hts, asked the members to make full use of the 

League's office, in securing authcnt:tc inform~tion, in strengthcnin~ the boycott 
of Nazi goods and services, and in coo~crating to overcome anti-Semitic propa
ganda. He emphasized the neod for coordinated action in ardor to achieve success
ful results. 

6. Father Coughlin Tho report of the Coughlin Committee, presontod by George 
Furth, called the attention of the Council to tho follow

ing recent developments: (~) for tho pust few weeks, Coughlin 1s broadcasts had 
omitted mention or advertising of Social Justice Magazine and other Coughlin 
literature, which had depe~ded upon the radio programs for circulation and in
come and which were more anti-Semitic than his broadcasts; (b) Rev. Cole, in the 
middle west, and Rev. Kernan, in the east, had been continuing their vigorous 
radio programs; (c) at least three a~ti-Cou.ghlin books nad been published; 
(d) the following magazines had published anti-Coughlin articles: Colli ers, Life, 
Look, Equality, the Commonwealth, the Nation, and Forum; (e) several newspapers in 
a number of cities had printed a.~ti-Coughlin editorials; (f) the Friends of 
Democracy, a national organization with offices in Kansas City and New York, was 
launcl:µng a nation wide program to expose Coughlin1s "forgeries, fabrications, 
and plagiarisms"; (g) an attack upon Jews in the Li~coln Birthday issue of Social 
Justice had been nationally exposed as an outright falsehood; (h) the source of 
much of Father Coughlin1s material had likewise been exposed as a viciously 
anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic French journal. In general, the movement to 
counteract Coughlin 1s ~ti-Semitic and anti-democratic propaganda has become 
much more vigorous and wide-spread since the arrest of the 17 Christian Front 
leaders. Other aspects of thi~ situation were discussod. 

7. Membership Upon the recomrnendation of the Executive Committee, and upon . 
motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the 

Council approved the membership applications of the Glenville Lodge B1~ai B'rit~, 
the Heights Temple Zionist District, and Ohel Jacob Congregation; aad did not 
accept the application of the Migdal Zion Society because it lccked the minimum 
membership, and inasmuch as a number of its members already had representation 
through their affiliation with other organizations. 

a. National Conference of ~hilmore J Haber announced that the ClevelMd Round 
Christians and Jews Table of the National Conference of Christians and 

Jews would sponsor a civic lu..~cheon on Thursday, 
March 28, at the Carter Hotel, to be addressed by Dr. Arthur J. Culler, execu
tive chairman of the Round Table, on 11 The Church's Message in the Present Crisis". 
Mr Haber called attention to the outstanding success of the previous luncheons, 
addressed by Dr Clinchy and Archbishop Schrembs, and the almost unprecedented 
newspaper response to the work of the Conference. Ho urged a maxi:cmm attendance 
to hear Dr Culler as a tribute to his energetic leadership of the Conference. 
Tickets would be available at the Community Council office. 

9. Mass Meeting It was proposed by Me~ror Weintraub that the Council should 
sponsor a mass ~eating in the very near future to protest 

against the Nazi treatment of Jews in Poland. The purpose of such a raeeting 
trould be to arouse Jewish sentioent, which he Sl',id was becoming hardened and 
immune, to stir up public opinion, and to inform the cor.imunity directly and 
through the newspapers of what was really happening. He believed that the Poles 
and Czechs should be invited to join in the meeting, r.nd his convorsntions with 
them indicated that they would be willing to participato although other activitiQF 
would prevent them from taking an active part in building the meeting. 



In the discussion, it was suggested tha. t it would be a poor 
time to hold such an event in view of the fact that two large Je~ish meetings had 
recently been held to hear Dr. Chaim Weizmann and Dr Maurice Perlzweig, and that 
a third mass meeting was being planned to open the Jewish Welfare Fund campaign; 
that such a meeting should occur at the 8ame time as similar events throughout the 
country in order to be effective; that it would require some special dramatic 
happening to provide the proper spark; that Jewish suffering was part of a world
wide situation which would havo to be considered in weighing the advisability and 
value of a mass meeting; and th~t if held now it would woakon the effect of any 
other meeting which might be advisable in the near future. The Council was in
formed that the Executive Committee had considered the matter at two recent 
meetings and had come to the conclusion that tho time wo.s not opportun0 for succ 
a mooting. 

Aftor further discussion, it was moved, duly seconded, and 
carried that the proposal should be referred back to the Executive Committee for 
further consideration. 

10. No other business coming beforo tho mooting, it was adjourned.. 

(signed) 

Respectfully submittod, 

Philip Bernstein 
Secrotary 
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