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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. - CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi AH Silver 
The temple 
I 105th & Ansel Rd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In appointing the standing committee• of the Jewiah Community 
Council tor the coming 7ear, I 1hould like ver:, much to have 
7ou continue aa chairman of the CoDlllittee on Jewish Fictitious 
Political Iaauea. I know how tremendousl.7 bus7 you are. but 
I believe that this question will have more importance and 
will have to be watched more carefully this year than at ~ 
time in the past. It ia quite possible that the problem mq 
grow from the status ot a pet~ practice ot individual.a aeeldng 
personal gain, to that of a basic issue created b7 propagand­
iate hoping to affect the position and security- of American 
Jewry as a whole. 

✓ I am aeld.ug Saul Danaceau, Dan Wasaerman, and Mra ~ond 
Haas to serve with you. 

We shall need your guidance in dealing with thi1 problem, 
and unless I hear from 7ou to the contraey I ahall count 
upon your acceptance. You mq be sure that 1 t will be 
greatly appreciated. 

July 30, 1940 

Max Simon 
Preaident 
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!D J.IWS ilD !D Vil 

Kon -- once \he In• Pr••• haa ealled at,ellon to•• eac•r 4eeln 
ot ~ lui1 \o •••ua '11• ln\ernal un!.'7 of the nation.a that 4are oppo•• UL• 
bF taatiDc agl \&tlon 1n tho•• au.te, apia1t the Jed. A 7-.r of -.r will 
oonTiaoe ffeJ70n• that thl• r•ula• \he Jui pae. her"7¥Ur• in C.Mla - not 
•Dl.UDC ·lfiJmlp•c - hl1 aceat, an a, work. Solle few ot '11• an on ~ 
Goe 11 pqroll. N&Q aor• an llaple ad 'IDIOODIOin• tool• ot Ule IIOft 

1iniater tlpre• encac•4 ln the won. :la.t, pa14 or unpa14, all are equall.7 
danc•roua to Oana4a. huy un or voun who 1toep• to throw lla4 at Jewa, 
who n\\ere all unner ot tal••• bue, 41alor'84 go1alp about '11• 11 4olnc 
Oue4a a pan dlaaervlce. 

low-. \lae1 hu l\ 'be• aa14 1n thia tovn Uia.t ao Jew1 &N Jolnilla 
the &I'll¥• JIM'7 or air torcel Kev 11a117 tlll•• la the alOJ'T repeated '1lat '11v 
let other people tight •'11.tr' war for theaT Jut how IMID1' people, when 'he.r 
hear '111• rile kind of alk, h&l t '11• raaor-aonger and a1lc tor prootl 

Ii 10 happen,, on thia particular polal, that 1\ la a rule of ~• Oana-
41M GoTenaa, not to publiah the no• or religion. of the reorul ,. to ov 
araed toron. !hi• la a lepq fro• '118 1&1t war, wlum 'beoau•• ot an •1--, 
of dieaatldaotion in QuelMlo, lt was oon114ere4 oon--.rt to '118 lntere1t1 of 
u.\lonal Di tJ' to reTeal IUCh taot1. !ba, n.le now playa ln'° the han.4a t 
\Ile aa,l ... •itl••• who whi1pel' h all and ~ ibat ••• JeV1 won't Jola up.• 
!ha' 1• a lie. !he tint - to Join. up ho• the 1-.tf of '1111 n.n1paper lalt 
fall va1 a .Teva ad nobocJ;, who lr:D. the J•wa of Vim11pec- a, \u 1can4al• 
aoqen do not - doubk \hat the Jew1 are plqing their tall pari. la.\ the 
hebbel1 pnc bow tha, it 1• eaq ,o ,tan n.ch a 1to171 ~ world 11 full 
of 1 tool& who will pu1 1, on. So '11• 7an now pa.a••• 11fif'l1' tro• aou\h M 
■out&, cm• ot the~ of the uaaetul aat1-.•1t1e etor1e1 now 1n olroulaUoa 
here u.t elanhen • . 

• • • • 
i, la tlae ~, aoae offlolal IIUllbc waa u4e k alleaoe ~••• lev­

ha\iJlc •-•• of the ata\e. Sou author11'"' ahould be lot to a cuapalp to 
a\op i ~. tor th• lonpr i \ P•• oa, '1le ■ore 1 t epreada and \bl ■ore lemp l \ 
do••• People who 'blue ~lr 4111&\iatactiona aa4 lhelr \rouble• upon \he ,.,,. 
are •• peeple ,. cmo•ua•• on '11• real 1ru1an1 ot th• 4q - tu ettectlff 
vactac ot '11• vu. People 1'bo blalle J- an people •nlJ' looking tor a 
aoap910,.t, u.4 th• Cloe\ltela pnc Jmow how -7 it 11 to u1• the va4.itlonal 
nap• et an,1-aelll '1.111. A people tightlac uonc theueln1 about \he J_, 
a pe•ple tillecl vi\h the b...,- ot the Jn la '1lelr 1114.a\, la aot a people a'ble 
to aual. ,ap to Ule laala. Ve ha.Te to •••• n17 tu\ • th11 poa,, aa4 
polit1o1m u4 '•oh•r• and olero■en lhoul4 all plq their part 1n a oaapeip 
aptaat anll-1•111 tl... !).q m •••• lt lhq UN to, \he aoble UllllplA et 
v.a.11 llllld.• wha \he ute1ta1tle, an,1 .. 1-■1 tio J'alher Oouchlla - al 
la npport et hill. Will.kl• &aDcnmoe4 he di4 nol ,,_, hl1 npport. • wnll., 
he u.14, rather no\ be eleote4 ~ ow noo••• to Oouchllll a4 hl• ow flt 
,...,at.hra. 

• • • • 
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tu Nal. 1p1r1, of the Q~aa Jed vu manlt••'-4 lat\ week a, \he 
aetin& ot •• We1ten. l>1Yiaion. ot th• Canadian J'ewi•h Oongn••• Led 1aJ' 
the Concfei• pn1ident • ~ Suntel Brontm, whoa• eftor't1 oa behalf ot ht.a 
P•o»l• are ,mending, '118 conference pused a aerious of n•olutiou tu.\ url, 
rioopltloa, !Ile 4eleptea declared that t;J,.q were reaq to 4ed.1oa\e ·th.eh 
11Te1 &n4 all \he7 po••••• to ,he oau.ae of dcto17 in thia vu. We bell.,. 
the7 a.re 401.Jag thia now and '11&1 &1 more •aoritloea are oal.le4 tor '1iq will 
1tand ta the Tan vi th their ottera. 

lu.t, aa a oomni '7, the Je,,. ••' up toru.1. machine17 vi th which lo 
o~•• \heir etton. .l penanen.t •'-•inc ooaml t\ee was ••• up - ethmlate 
Herui t1q, \o •t11lUlat• ~ sale of non-intere1\ bearing bon.41, to iaproff 
the organisation ot their vol'k tor ~• l.e4 er.a aad. other war work, lo lncreue 
en.11at••t ot Jewish vo..., in the women•• auxiliary ••rricea, to aalUlle n­
apon11 bill v tor reeet Tine refuge•• aad nuuHI from lnclaal • . and lo otter 
their hou1 tor th&' purpo1e in advance ot the mo•n\ when ~• need arl1ea. 

!he Jeva cl&ia no apecla.l ore41 t tor th11 kind ot actl Ti t7. !her' 
pNperl.y oon1lder \heaaeln1 Ou.a4iau an4. they hope, to tran1late their 
01,1aeuahlp into ooncre\e terae of actual aerrtce. !heir leader, mov \ha' 
ci ,1seuahip 11 a •tter no, onl.7 ot rights but ct respon11\111VI and '1d1 11 a 
~ealJ.1&\ion which those who b.toul theaaelTee with ant1-aerdt1c co111p1nc woul.4 
do well ,o noopi•• for \hamsel'f'••• llbaNTer the vh11pering oaapalp goea 
on. \here te to be toun.d .10J1e one pla7lng lbe Jfut game. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

~ear Babbi SilTer: 

It bas been a number of weeks since we have met, and 
there are several important matters which require our 
attention. The Exocutive Committee will meet therefore 
on Monday evening, September 23, at 8:00 p.m., at the 
Temple (Board Room). 

In these critical times, the Council bears a partic­
ularly important responsibility as representative of 
Cleveland Jewry. We need tho bost thought of all of 
our Committee in making our decisions, and I trust 
that you will make every effort to attend. 

Unless I hear from you to the contrary within the next 
~ or two, I shall count upon your presence. 

September 13, 1940 

Sincerely yours, 

Max Simon 
President 



Sept mber 16, 1940 

r. hilip Bemstein 
J w sh Comaunity Council 
Cheat r-T lfth Building 
Cl ve nd• 0 io 

oear Phila 

So~eone ention.ci to me, yet .rd y, 
t t in t .. 1 entire Sh ker .. eights c.chool Sl tea 
th~~ is not one J ish teacher em loyed. Ie 
that : ct? ·r so, ought not t.~1 m, tJer ~ 
b ·wcusted the J iah Co,.w.,"'". t, Councilt 

':1th all ood .·sh , I 

V 'r'J cordi q your , 

:BK 



SAE 0D~ ,:-;F, C Ci-W.i I TT:!?:~ 
Jewish Codlr.n:m i. ty Council 

Minutes of a Meeting Monday, September 23, 1940, at 8:15 p.m., at The Temple 

1. Attendance There were present: Max S:mon, Chairman; Philip Bernstein, 
Mrs Joseph Goldh~er, Mrs Joseph Gross, Myron Guren, 

Philmore J Haber, David Ralph Hertz, ~rs Siegmund Herzog, Dr SF M Hirsch, 
Rabbi Hugo Klein, Max Kohrman, Milton Lapine, Mrs AH Levine, A E Persky, 
Rabbi Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Ezra Z Shapiro, Abraham Stern, Mrs 
Clarence Weidenthal, and Meyer Weintraub. 

2. Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of 
the minutes vas dispensed with. 

3. Festival of Freedom The Committee was informed that the special Com-
mittee authorized at the last Community Council 

meeting to assist in the Festival of Freedom had worked splendidly. Headed by 
James Miller, and including Mrs Clarence -Weidenthal, Leonard Labowitch, Mrs 
Albert Vold.man, and Philmore Haber, the Committee had succeeded in raising 
a substantial sum of money through personal contact with a small, 9elected 
group of individuals and from member organizations, to help finance the event. 
It had also contacted the organizations to assist in assuring a maximum at­
tendance. 

The Festival itself had been a magnificent success, attracting a capacity 
throng of 75,000 persons, with 50,000 others who could not get in. It had 
given an outstanding message on democracy, intergroup unity, and freedom of 
speech, the press, assembly, and religion. The Cleveland Advertising Club 
and the American Legion, sponsors of the event, had agreed that similar 
programs should be held throughout the year. A by-product had been the in­
creased membership in the Conference of Christians and Jews among the leaders 
of the project. 

4. Alien Registration It was reported th~t the Federal government had in-
vited private organizations to assist with the Alien 

Registration, so that the registration alght go as smoothly as possible, and 
to protect aliens from any harm that might come from misunderstanding or 
misuse of this requirement. Locally the Council of Jewish Women, the B1nai 
B'rith, and the Council Educational Alliance, with the cooperation of the 
Community Council office, had been working jointly for several years to give 
aliens citizenship instruction, and to encourage and aid a maximum number 
to become naturalized. These groups already had undertaken to assist aliens 
with the present registration, which would continue through December 26. 
Information concerning it was being spread through posters distributed to 
synagogues and organizations, through the Jewish newspapers, and throlJ8h 
personal contact with synagogue presidents. The purpose of the effort was 
to remove groundless fears of the registration, and to help aliens provide 
the information required by the registration act. Other nationality and 
social agencies were giving eimilar assistance. 

The matter was discussed in some detail, and various 
provisions of the act were explained. It was agreed thet every effort should 
be made to give such assistance, and it was planned to have an explanation 
of these resources at the next general meeting of the Council. 

5. Committees The Chairman announced the appointment of the following 
Committees, explaining that he had attempted to make 

their composition as representative as possible, and that changes from the 
previous year had been balanced by a sufficient number of re-appointments 
to assure consistency of action; 

Arbitration Committee: Philmore Baber, Chairman; Herbert 
Rosenthal, Vice-Chairman; Rabbi Harold Goldfarb, Abraham Kollin, IR Morr:fs, 
.1a.bbi Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Ezra Shapiro, and Judge Samuel Silbert.. 

Committee on Fictitious Jewish Political Issues: Babbi 
AH Silver, Chairman; Saul Danaceau, Dan Wasserman, and Mrs ~mond Haas. 
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Schools Committee: Rabbi :B R ]riclc:ler, c:'18.irma..'1; Mrs 

"Benjamin Levine and Abraham Kallin. 

Coughlin Committee: Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal, Ch&irman; 
Edward M Baker, Meyer Weintraub, George W Furth, and Irving Hexter. 

Reappointment of the Kashruth Committee, Ritual Circum­
cision Committee, and Popul~tion Survey ColDiilittee was being delayed pending 
further clarification of their activity. In the meantime their present 
~~eraonnel would continue. 

6. Father Coughlin The last issue of Socic.l Justice Magazine had carried the 
announcement that F~thor Coughlin would not return to 

the air this fall. The reason given we.s thc.t he had been unable to secure 
time on th~ large stations vhich ho wanted. His Social Justice Magazine was 
becoming moro openly anti-Semi tic and pro-German than at any time in the po.st. 

7. Schools As in previous years, the Schools Committee had written 
to the deans and superintendants of the local colleges 

and schools, to ask their cooperation in avoiding examinations and other 
important work on the Jewish holi~s so that Jewish students would not be 
penalized by their absence. A. number of cordial replies had been received. 
Letters had been sent also to the temples, synagogues, and religious schools, 
asking them to secure the cooperation of the children and parents in order 
to avoid the abuse of this arrangement~ 

While this matter apparently was being worked out satis­
factorily, the attention of the members was called to the movement which had 
been spreading in a number of cities to use the public school buildings for 
religious instruction during school hours and to give the students scholastic 
credit for such classes. It was the considered judgment of some persons 
that this was contrary to the fundamental doctrine of separation of church 
and state, and tha.t it might bring about the breakdown ot one of the founda­
tions of .American democracy. The question was discussed, and it was agreed 
that the Schools Committee should give serious consideration to the matter, 
so that it would be prepared if the question would arise ,here. 

8. General Jewish Council •tits last meeting, the Community Council had 
authorized the appointment of a special Committee 

to express to the General Jewish Council the urgent need for a more active, 
united, and domocratic national Jewish leadership than had been evident to 
date. The Committee,. composed of Albert Woldman, Chairman, Edward M Baker, 
Meyer Weintraub. and George Furth (local leaders of the constituent bodies 
of the General Jewish Council) had sent such a letter to the General Council 
and to its member agencies. It had written also to about 35 communities 
throughout the country asking that they take similar action •. 

Replies bad been received from Edgar J Kauffman, Chairman 
of the Council, Sol Stroock of the American Jewish Committee, Abraham Held, 
of the Jewish Labor Committee, and Henry Monsky._ of 1Pnai B' ri th, and were 
read to the Committee. It appeared clear from these letters that the desired 
unity and coordin&tion had not been achieved, and that the General Comcil 
had failed to give communities the information and guidance which they re­
quired and expected from it. 

Letters from the communities throughout the country. with 
only one exception, had endorsed the CofillDUllity Council's etatement and position. 
Several of them had sent similar communications, but it was evident that many 
hnd lost faith in the General Council and were pessimistic about its future. 

From the General Council officially had come word that 
the matter would be placed before its Executive Committee at its next meeting • 
. A.ppareutly n9 session had been held during the summer,. 

In the discussion it was said that perhaps the Communi t~;­

Council• s action har. been helpful in bringing some of the weight of opinton 
throughout the country to the General Council and its member groups. It wa1 
f(,l t also that possibly concrete results might yet be seen. The Secretary "i1as 
instructed to col.aUJ1Wlicate with the General Council again, to determine whether 
the matter had been considered, and if not, when it would be done. 



• 
9. Vacancy The members were h1forme·i that Eugene :rreedht-ir. had ¼nderecl. 

his resignc.:,.tion from the Executive Co1:imi ttee (and from othe1· 
community activities) in order to devote hjs full enerbies to his new responsi­
bility as Chai~ of the local ref'u.[;ee service organization. 2egret was ex­
pressed concerning the rosignation. Upon motion mado, duly seconded, and un­
animously carried, Albert Wold.man was elected to fill this vacancy. 

10. Kashruth Babbi Israel Forath reported that penning the dcvclopuont 
of a permanent plan of Kashruth supervision, the Orthodox 

Raocis wore continuing to inspect the meat markets. He stated that the 
si t"4-ation was greatly improved, and. that consumers could :i.lOw purchased meat 
with substantial assurance that it was really kosher .. 

Wholesale packers no longer were putting their own stamps 
upon meat. Only schochtim could do this, a.nd three partners had been forced 
to leave the kosher meat business bec&use they had forged such stamps. 

The Babbis had met with the Schochtim and a Comnittee of 
butchers and had worked out a uniform systec of marking so th&.t inspectors 
could determine whether or not the ueat was kosher, and in order to eliminate 
all •excuses" by butchers that they "didn't know" the meat wasn't kosher. 
The butchers were being held responsible for all meat in their markets. 

Open scandals had been avoided by quiet but effoctive 
action, and butchers who had attempted to thwart the inspection had publicly 
apologized. 

The butchers association had been cooperativo with the 
Rabbis, and had recently made available an automobile and driver to help the 
Rabbis with the inspection. The incentive for misrepresentation had been 
largely removed because butchers no longer feared that if they couldn't sell 
their customers certain kosher products their competitors would provide them 
with misrepresented non-kosher itecs. Indirectly some control was also 
exerted over the opening of new butcher shops, since the Rabbis required that 
such proprietors should be qualified to hllndle kosher products. 

With the retail cent markets fairly well controlled, the 
Rabbis were giving more attention to delicatessan stores, and several had re­
moved kosher signs from their windows. It was hoped that oore attention could 
be given also to other types of food shops. 

While great progress had been made, Rabbi Porath pointed 
out that the R.o.bbis found tho responsibility a very difficult one because of 
their other tasks and the time which was required. They could only make oc­
casional and irregular visits, but this had been effective because the butchers 
didn't know when they would coae. A permanent arrangecent was still needed. 
with a rainimun budget for at least five full tine inspectors and for office 
adr.linistration. 

The Xashruth Cocoittee of the Council had met to consider 
further the possibilities of a peroa...~ent progrB.!!l. The Committee had found 
itself unable to recocmend any plan which would represent only a partial 
solution. and believed that an arrangenent which would include the entire 
field of kosher food products would have to be developed. The Coimittee had 
agreed to meet jointly with the Rabbis to attenpt to arrive at such a mutually 
satisfactory solution, and the neeting would be held after tho holid~s. 

It was believed that the Community Council had been very 
telpful in causing the formation of the united body of Orthodox Rabbis, and 
in bringing about the situation which led to their assuming responsibility 
for Kashruth inspection. The continued interest and moral support of the 
Council would be veey valuable, it was said. 

In the discussion, tribute was paid to the substantial 
1,irogress which had been made in dealing 1;,i th this problem. It was recogni:,;ed 
th~t the present arrangement was only a partial and temporaey solution, bu~ 
1 t was felt that there had been significant gains. The suspicion that th9:..•e 
\<:ao much misrepresentation had been confirmed by- the Babbis I inspection; and. 
~v~~ now, it was said that until there was a pbrmo.nent, regular, and complAt~ 
j nspection, the Council I s Committee coulcl not give the community definite e.s • 
1:>U"f'."&nce that all meat purchased as kosher actually was kosher. The rabbis 
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wished the help of laymen in developing a permanent plDL, Rabbi Po~c. th said, 
and it was hoped the Council's Committee would be able to work out a program 
with them which would give the community the inclusive and thorough inspec­
tion which was required. The Committee was directed to report back on the 
results of such further efforts. 

11. Arbitr~tion Panel Upon motion ma.de, duiv seconded, and unanimously 
carried, the Arbitration Panel which was recommended 

by the Arbitration Committee was approved. (List attached.) 

12. Jewish Peoples Committee A letter bad been received from the local 
Poale Zion organization asking that the news­

papers should be informed of the composition and. status of the Jewish Peoples 
Committee, in order to avoid any distorted publicity concerning this group's 
activities. The merits of the sug~estion were discussed, ant it was agreed 
that the Secret~r;y should arrc:.nge to have the editors of the three daily 
newspapers called infol"IDE..11.y to give them this information and to ask that 
they fcol froe to consult the Council should any- question o.rise concerning 
the organizetion. 

13. Tetiever Letter A communic~tion had been received also from the president 
of the Tetiever Socinl and Benefit Society, asking that 

members of this group should be given representation on the Council's Committees. 
It was noted that he hud been invited by the Secretary to discuss the matter 
with him personally, and upon motion made, duly seconded, and unanimously 
carried, the letter was ordered filed. 

14. Membership Upon notion l!lade, duly seconded, and unanimously carried, 
it was voted to recomnend approval of the membership 

applic~tion of the Workmen's Circle Orchestra and Chorus. Actio~ on the 
applicr~tion of the Jewish Recrection Couacil I s Women I s Group was deferred 
pending clarification of its status and relationship to the men's recre~tion 
r;roup. 

15. Council Meeting It was agreed that the next meeti~g of the Comaunity 
Council should be l:eld on MondE.y cve1!ing, October 7. 

16. No further business coming before the neeting, it was adjourned. 

(signed) 

Respectfully subcittcd, 

Philip BGrnstcin 
Secretary 
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JEWISH ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION COU:tT 
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R~bbi BR Brickner 
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J~dge David Ralph Hertz 
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Max Kohrman 
Abraham Kollin 
Nathan Loeser 
Leo D Markowitz 
IR Morris 
Aaron Permut 
Rabbi Israel Porath 
Henry A Rocker 
Max L Rose 
Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal 
Edward J Schweid 

Julius Sch1..reid 
Ezra Z Slmni .!.·o 
Jud8e Saunh~l H Siib e :.. .. ·t; 
Rabbi AH 3ilver 
Harry Weiss 
Sidney N Weitz 
Eugene E Wolf 
Meyer Wolpaw 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

Babbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
I 105th & .Ansel Boad 
Oleveland,Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

lollovi?lB the receipt of your letter concerning the 
emplo7JDent ot Jewieh teachers b7 the Shaker Heights 
Public Schools, I made eome inquiry- concerning th1•• 
!he girls in our office who handle the School• 
Div11ion in our Jewiah Welfare fund campaign, be­
lieve that there areabout ten Jewith teachers 
emplo7ed b7 the Shaker Heights achoola. I lcnow alao 
that the eon of Mr Me79r Weintraub was appointed as 
a teacher tor the •chool year which has just begun. 
!ecauae he had another poaition in New York, he chose 
not to accept the appointment, but it was made vi th 
the lmowled&e that he 11 Jevieh. 

While it therefore aeema clear that the Shaker Heights 
Public School• do appoint aome Jewiah teachers, it 
m,q be that the prop<'-rtion 11 verr ■mall. This would 
haTe to be caretull.J' checked, and would co■e within 
the province of the Bureau on -lo7JDent Problem■• I 
am therefore referring the matter to Mr George Secal., 
Director of the lhlreau, for euch further check aa 
might be nece1aa17 and ad.Tiaable. 

With all beat wiahe■, I am 

Oordiall.J' yours, 

Philip !ernatein 
September 25, 1940 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 81 76 

Rabbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
I 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland,Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You will recall that when the Jewish Arbitration and 
Conciliation Court was established, you kindly consented 
to serve as a member of the Arbitration Panel. 

Knowing how extremely bu.17 you are with a multitude of 
commu.ni ty matters, we have refrained from calling upon 
you for active service i n ~ case. As 7ou know, however. 
the Court has settled amicably and quietl.7 disputes which 
former~ had gone to the civil courts and with the at­
tendant publicity had cast discredit upon the entire 
Jewish communit7. 

The .Arbitration Committee and Executive Committee of the 
Council join me in asking you to continue to aerve aa a 
member of the Arbitration Panel for the coming 7ear. We 
shall not call upon ;you unless there is a matter of such 
importance that 7ou would want to participate, and in 
that event arrangements could be made to meet your conven­
ience. Your inclusion as a member of the panel will help 
great!T to maintain the prestige ot the Court. 

Unlesa I hear from 7ou to the contraey, I shall count upon 
;your acceptance. 

Sincerel,y yours, 

? • J/ I -

Iµ._... a-~ 
Philmore J Baber, Chairman 

Jewish .Arbitration and Conciliation Court 

September 30, 1940 
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JEWISH COMhUlHTY COIDTCIL 

S"J.Dllllary of Meeting Monday, October ?. 1940, at 8: 15 p.m., at the Je1.dsh C:mter 

1. Reported Philmore J Haber, presiding in the absence of Max Simon 
free the city, reported briefl_ir on the followin& action: 

Festival of Freedom - The Committee authorized by the Council at its ~ast meet­

ing to assist the Festival of Freedom had .worked splendidly. It had ra.:_ssa_ a 

substantial amount of money to help finance the event, through perso~aL contact 

with a small selected group of individuals, and from member organizatio~s~ It 
had also contacted the latter to help assure a maximum attendance. The Com­
mittee consisted of James Mill.er, Chairman, Mrs Albert Wold.man, Leonard Labowitch, 

and Mrs Clarence Wcidenthal. 

The Festival itself had been a magnificent success, with a capacity throng of 
75,000 in the Stadium and 50,000 others who could not get in. It had µrovided 
an outstanding message of democracy, intergroup unity, and freedom of speech, 

press, religion, and assembly. The sponsors of the event bad agreed that 
similar events should be held throughout the year, and a by-product had been 

increased membership in the Conference of Christians and Jews. 

Committee Appointments - The following Committees had been appointed by the 
President, Mr Simon. In selecting the membership he had attempted to make them 

as representative as possible, and had tried to balance new members with a. 

sufficient number of reappointments to assure consistency of action: 

Arbitration Committee: Philmore Haber, Chairman; Herbert Rosenthal, 

Vice-Chairman; Rabbi Harold Goldfarb, Abraham Kellin, IR Morris, Rabbi Israel 

Porath, Aaron Resnick, Ezra Shapiro, and JuCLge Samuel Silbert. 

CoTl'\lilittee on Fictitious Jewish Political Issues: Rabbi AH Silver, 
Chairman; Saul Ja.n.c.'l.cea.u, Dan Wass.crman, and Mrs Bayraond Haas. 

Schools Committee: Rabbi BR Brickner, Chairman; Mrs Benjamin Levine 

and Abraham Kellin. 

Coughlin Committee: Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal, Chairman; Edward M 
Baker, Meyer Weintraub, George W Furth, and Irving Hexter. 

Reappointment of the Kashruth Committee, Ritual Circumcision Committee, 

and Population Survey Committee was being delayed pending further clarification 

of tteir activity. In the meantime their present personnel would continue. 

ArbjtrRti0n Panel -- The membership of the arbitration panel of the Jewish Arbi­
·_, ;.-c~i,.i. ;7·Cul1rt for the current year was announced. (List attached.) 

},; ,..-3(:nUve Committee -- Albert Wold.man had been elected by the Executive Comrni ttee 

1:e, fi 11 a. ·.1::1.~d.ncy in its membership caused by the resignation of Eugene Fra 1.d.nci.111., 

Mr ~1~0eu1eim had resigned in order to give his full energies to his new respon• 
$ibility as Chairman of the local Refugee Service Committee. 

!'~.~i?-~r C~hlin - The last issue of Social Justice Magazine bad carried the 
a.r.:.1c11.1<;e,:;,1er,.t that Father Coughlin would not return to the air this fall. ~e 
reaso.a. given was that he had been unable to ser;,.1.re time on the large statL..>:r.s 

whir.h he .,.,anted. His Social Justice Hagazi:ie was becoming more open:i.y a.:i t .~- · 

Sem:~ ti~ ~1d anti-British than at any time in the past. The matter \f8.b receiving 

the attention of the Councilis special Committee and other agencies. 

§c~~cl~ - As in previous years, the Schools Committee had written to the deans 
ar..d f:H.1._rorintendanta of the local colleges and schools, to ask their coopF-ra·civn 
in e.voiuing examina.tion.s and ot:1er important work on the Jewiah holid.8¥s so til.at 

Je\\'jsh students would not be peas.lized by their absence. A number of cordial 
replies had been received. Letters had been sent also to the temples, synagogues, 

an1 religious schools, asking them to secure the cooperation of children and 

parents in carrying out this arrangement. 
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!ational Conference of Christians and Jews The Cleveland Round Table of the 

National Conference of Christians and Jews was starting the ~eason with the 

largest membership and the most active program in its history. Its first event 

would be a civic luncheon to be addressed by Dr Abram Sachar, national director 

of the Hillel Foundations, on Monday noon, October 28. Dr Sachar would be the 

first Jewish speaker to address a Round Table luncheon, and tickets would be 

available at the Community Council offico. Several other important projects 

were being plan~ed, and the officers of the Council were continuing to give the 

Round Table their full cooperation. 

New Agencies - The three new agencies established last year through the efforts 

and cooperation of the Conunu:1ity Council, had been functioning actively and were 

expanding their programs. 

The Jewish Vocational Service was finding employment for as many ns 190 persons 

per month, and was giving vocational guidance to a number of others. Employers 

having openings, and persons seeking work, were asked to contact the agency at 

1404 East 9th Street. 

The Bureau on Employment Problems he.d investj.gated a number of complaints con­

cerning discrimination in specific companies, and had succeeded in opening the 

doors of some companies which had formerly not employed Jews. The Bureau had 

also contacted employment agencies to secure their cooperetion, and during the 

past few weeks had been assisting some Jewish workers to get time off for the 

Jewish .holideys. Persons having complaints were urged to bring them to the 

Buraau at the Union Commerce Bldg. It was stressed that no one else should at­

tempt to handle them, and members wore asked to bring this information to their 

organizations. 

The Jewish Young Adult Bureau was assisting your people's organizations in 

finding facilities for their activities, :mdwes giving them direction and guid­

ance in building wholesome recreational and cultural programs. It had been 

gaining steadily in the nun1ber of groups and individuals it was aiding, and had 

become a very important agency in the lives of Cleveland's Jewish young people. 

Its office is at 9801 Euclid Avenue. 

Fictitious Jewish Political Issues -- The representatives were reminded of the 

work done by the Council and its special Ccmmittee to eliminate false religious 

and racial issues from local political campaigns. Hand bills and whispered 

charges and countercharges of anti-Semitism against opposing candidates had been 

largely eliminated, and the Council had made it clear that anyone resorting to 

them would find them a boomerang. The Council had made it clear likewise that 

there was no such thing as a "Jewish vote", and that every Jew voted as an indi­

vidual American citizen. The Committee was prepared to take EmY action necessary 

to p:-event the injection of such "issues" into the current campaign, and persons 

hearing any such rumors were asked to contact the Secretary promptly. 

2. Anti-Subversive Bills -- The Secretary reported on bills which had been 
introduced in Congress to control and eliminate 

fifth column activities in the United States, particularly the Dickstein Bill 

and the Sabath Bill. Advice had been received from the American Jewish Committee 

and B1nai B1rith Anti-Defa.mc.tion League which indicated that the Sabath Bill was 

bacUy drawn, and there was some question as to whether the purpose of the Dick­

stein Bill would not be accomplished by a better Bill. It was emphasized that 

while the purposes of such Bills might be good, their language and provisions 

might be such as to destroy the very things they were trying to save. Both 

organizations, and the American Jewish Congress, advised the CoJl1IIIWlity Council 

to wait until the meeting of the General Jewish Council on October 14 before 

taking any steps, so that action here would be consistent with that of other 

conmu.nities and with the national agencies. It was agreed by the represents,. 

tives that this should be done, and the matter was referred to the Executive 

Committee to act on the basis of advice to be received from the General Jewish 

Council. 

3. League for Human Rights Irv!ng Hexter, Chairman of the League for Human 
Rights, informed the Council that the League was 

continuing its work in strengthening the boycott of Nazi goods and services, 



-3-
and was intensifying its program of counteracting un-American activities. He 
reviewed some of the latter work done by the Leag,1.e, and a~kei the rep1'o~P-n ta.­
tives to have their members use the Leagu.e office const2..utly for a.n:? h9J.p they 
might need and to give the League information \'rhich mj~:~.t be helpful to it. He 
stated also that the League would be glad to send speakers to organizations. 

4. Kashruth Rabbi Israel Porath reported that substantial progress had been 
ma.de in Kashruth inspection. He recalled the situation that 

had existed for several years, with no K~shruth supe~vision whatsoever of the 
retail food shops, and reviewed the work done by the Council's Committee. 

The Merkaz Harabbonim, which had been formed as a united body of 
Orthodox Rabbis at the suggestion of the Conncil 19 Coirmj_~tee, r..ad been inspecting 
the meat markets for a few months on a voluniary baeis, They had taken five 
major steps to provide a basis for control, he sa1.<i., nanely~ ( 1) They had es­
tablished a rule that only Schochtim cou~.d pJ.a-Je I"as:hruth 5 t.amps upon the meat -­
some Jewish packers had been doing this th~ruEel,es, and were instructed not to 
do so in the future. One firm had admitted forging st.amps on non-kosher meat 
and was compelled to leave the kosher meat busines£ entirely. (2) Bocause some 
local government numbers had been found on meat with st~mps or tags from Rabbis 
in other cities. and in some cases meat had been found in retail marketG from 
local packers who were not in the kosher meat busine~s at all, kosher butchers 
had been instructed to buy only meat prepared in Cleveland with the stamps of 
local Schochtim, _and of course only from packers who sold kosher meat. (3) A 
system had been worked out with the butchers and Schochtim to have a sufficient 
number of stamps, properly placed, on each item of meat, so that the Rabbis 
could readily determine whether the meat was kosher. (4) For the same purpose, 
a srstem of stamps and tags had been worked out for special meats such as 
tongues, livers, spleens, and sweetbreads, and for pickled meats. (5) A secret 
code of marking had been developed with the Schochtim so that forgery of their 
stamps could be detected. 

In making their inspection, with these five measures of control, the 
Rabbis had found a number of shocking violations. These had been handled 
strictly but quietly, to avoid public scandals. A number of bad situations had 
bee~ corrected, and steps had been taken to prevent their repetition in the future. 
As a result, the number of violations in the p~st few weeks had been reduced to 
a minimum, and butchers who were inclined to oppose the inspection now found it 
in their best interests to comply. Each butcher was being held responsibl':) for 
all meat in his shop, and no 11 mistakes 11 were recognized. 

The butchers as a whole wore cooperative, lmowing that their future 
as ~osher butchers depended upon public confide~ce that they sold only kosher 
meats. They had helped the Rabbis in various ways, a.~d had placed at their 
disposal an automobile and a retired butcher to a.id in the inspection~ They had 
carried out instructions not to buy from pa~kcrs who sold no kosher moatG 

With the retail meat markets fairlv well contr'.)llec., the Rabbis were .. 
giving more attention to the delicatessan storo:1 a!'ld ::!."e::st.a.1.:1ro.P..tl3.. .Al ... 1 ea~r 12 
delicatessrui stores had removed kosher signs fr-:m the:.r wirJ.dows, and 5 :iac.. agreed 
to sell only kosher products. Others were deciding to do o:ie or the other. 

Rabbi Porath stated that the Community Council had been very helpful, 
firstly in bringing about the formation of the Merkaz Harabbonim, and secondly 
in crystallizing public opinion to make necessary and possible the Kashruth 
supervision that had been achieved to date. The continued interest and moral 
support of public opinion through the Council was necessary, he said. 

While substantial progress had been made, he pointed out that the 
present arrangement was only a temporary one, and that the Rabbis' other re­
sponsibilities made it impossible for the~ to carry this burden permanently. It 
was planned to have the Kaehrut.t'l Cammi -~tee of the Council meet with the Rabbis 
at an early date to continue their efforts to work out a mutually satisfactory 
permanent plan, and a report on this would be made at the next Council meeting. 

Rabbi Porath 1 s report was ap) lauden by the Council, and the work 
which had been done and the progress maue were highly commended. 
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s. National Leadership Albert Woldman, Chairman of the special Committee 
authorized at the last Council meeting to attempt to 

stimulate a more united, active, and democratic '!lational Jewish leadership, 

reported on the work done by his Committee. Let~ers had been sent to the General 

Jewish Council and to its four constituent agencies, to urge the development of 

such leadership. Copies had been sent also to about 35 communities throughout 
the country suggesting that they should take similar action. 

Mr Woldman summarized the replies which had been received and read 
parts of this correspondencn. Lette1"s from t~1.o national ~encies confirmed the 

Com:r.ru.nity Council's impression of the situation, and r~plies from other cities 
heartily endorsed the action which the Comw.u:i ty Cou.'1.cil had taken. Several of 

them had written directly to the netional agencies to express their support of 
the Council's letter. 

The matter would come before the General Je"·ish Council on October 14, 

and further action would have to be based upon what would be do~e at that time. 

It was said that this was one of the most important tasks the Community Council 

had ever undertaken, and that in these critical times the Cleveland Jewish 
community would not have discharged its obligation until it had done everything 

possible to help bring about the national leadership and guidance which l~ericnn 

Jewry required to meet the grave problems confronting it. 

In view of these facts it was moved, duly seconded, and unanimously 
carried that the special Committee, which i~cluded Edward M Baker, Meyer Weintraub, 

and George Furth, in addition to Mr Wold.man, should take such further steps as 
might be necessary with the approval of the Executive Committee, on the basis of 

the action to be taken by the General Je~nsh Council. 

6. Alien Registration and Citizenship Norman Gutfeld, co-chairman of the joint 
Comrriittee on Citizenship of the B1nai 

B1rith and Council of Jewish Women, outlined the provisiocs of the Alien Registra­

tion Act, and the services which have been $~t up by the Committee to provide 

assistance for the registration and for ne.t·t.1ral5za":io:n. Class~s "'ere being 
conducted at the Council Educational A~ li~-.nce on East 105tb. St· ... eet and on Kinsman, 

at the Jewish Center, Oheb Zedek S"711c.gugue, E..lld N1·:ai Zedek Synagogue under the 

direct sponsorship of the Commi ttes, a.:ud other classes ,.'ltre being held in neigh­

borhoods with large Jewish populations under the auspices of the WlPr,A. and tne 

Citizens Bureau. 

Instructors and assistants at these classes not only were preparing 

people to meet their naturalization tests. but also helped persons to get the 
necessary information for thP-ir citizP.nship applj~ations and. for alien .r~gistrar­

tion. Through the Jewish newspapers, sy:-,agogl,.es anc. organizations1 s:peakerr-., 

handbills, and window posters, the CommittE..a "r1'3.S attern:r;t~.n6 t0 raach £.11 J·e,-Tish 

aliens who required such assistar.ce. The cooperation of the representatives 

and their organizations was requested in this. 

The representatives discussed various questions related to citizenship 

and alien registration. 

7. Membership Upon motion made, duly seconded, and unanimously carried, the 
Council approved the membership application of the Workmen's 

Circle Chorus and Orchestra. 

(signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerry 8176 

Dear Rabbi Silveri 

I regret very much that you were unable to attend the Jewish Community 
Coimcil meeting last Monday evening. We had a splendid attendance, 
and you will note from the enclosed minutes that the following import­
ant items were considered by the Council: 

A report of the excellent work done by our special committee to 
assist the Festival of 1reodom. 

The appointment of the standing committees of the Council for 
the current year. 

The personnel of the Arbitration Panel of our Jewish Arbitration 
and Conciliation Court. 

The selection of Albert Wold.man to fill a vacancy in our Executive 
Committee. 

The announcement that Father Coughlin would not return to the air 
this fall, and the recent trend of his Social Justice Magazine. 

The work of the Schools Cormnittee with reference to the Jewish 
holidays. 

'!be growing importance of the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews in Cleveland and the announcement of its first major 
program for October 28. 

The work of the Jewish Vocational Service in finding employment 
for 125 to 190 persons per month, and its other service. 

The activities of the Bureau on Employment Problems in breaking 
down discrimination against Jews in industry. 

The expanded program of the Jewish Young Adult Bureau to aid our 
young people in their recreational and cultural needs. 

The activity of the Council to eliminate fictitious racial and 
religious issues from local political campaigns. 

A report on bills now pending in Congress aimed at fifth column 
activities in the United States. 

A report by the League for Human Rights on its current program. 
A report on the substantial progress made in the Kashruth situation. 
Action ta.ken by the Council's special coJDL1ittee to stimulate a 

more active, united, and democratic national Jewish leadership. 
Information concerning alien registration and citizenship. 

Will you please review the minutes carefully, and make certain that 
your organization is given a full report on these items at its next 
meeting? 

October 11, 1940 

Si~cere;;ours, 

P,d,, ,, 'ffe,lt,,J.. 
Philmore Haber 
11rst Vice-President 
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October 181 1940 

llr. Philip Bem tein 
Jewi•h elt re Jederation 
Chester eltth Buildin, 
Clewland, Ohio 

l;y dear Phil1 

I L1 eneloeing here. th a letter troa Lorain. 
I believe thet you are 1n a better o ition to er it 
than I am. 

1th all good sh a, I remain 

AHS&BK 
Eno. 

Verr cordiall.J 70ur11, 
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Rabbi B. R. Bridmer 
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Mrs. Joeepb R. Gron 
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Milton J. Lapine 
Mn. A. H. Levine 
Mn. Benjamin Leviae 
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A.B.Penky 
Rabbi Israel Porath 
Aaron Remick 
Rabbi Rudolph Roeenthal 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Abraham Stem 
Meyer Weintraub 
Sidney N. Weit• 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. - CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
I 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In the light of our conversation the other 
evening, I thought th.at you would be interested 
in the enclosed copy of an editorial which ap­
peared recently in the Winnipeg Free Presa con­
cerning Jewish participation in the current war. 

Cordially yours, 

7~~~ 
Secretary 

October 22, 1940 
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October 30, 1940 

COMMUNITY CATJENDAR 

Compiled by tho Jew!_r,h_,;~:i~~,ni ty Council 

(Only special events are listed below. RecuJc.r bu~iness meetines are not 

included. Additional events are bein~ pr.:.onnd in d&ily. For complete 
information, therefore. before scheduling a program, please call the 
office of the Community Council, Cherry 8176.) 

Month Date Organiza~ 

November l Temple Wome.n•e ·Association 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

Cleveland Junior B1nai B1rith 

Orthodox Old Home 
Cleveland Auxiliary, B1nai B1rith 

Mount Sinai Women Volunteers 
~oycott Chairmen 

Community Temple Women 
Temple Men 1s Club 
Jewish Center Men's Club 
Mt Pleasant Consumptive Aid Society 

Council of Jewish Women 

Euclid Ave. Temple Men's Club 
Jewish Center Congregation 

Mt Sinai Women Volunteers 
Temple Women's Association 

B1nai B1rith Young Women 
United Order of True Sisters 
Pioneer Women's Council 

Council of Jewish Juniors 
Central JtL~ior liadasRa.h 
Heights Lodge B1nai ~•rith 
Pioneer Women's Council 

Euclid Ave Temple 
Ladies Bikur Cholim Society 
B1nai B1 rith League 
National Home for Jewish Children Aux. 
Council of Jewish Women 

Jewish Recreation Council 
Heights T6Illple Sisterhood 
Jewish Cont-1:?r Si~ter'nood 
Communi t;r Te~p].e Women 
Oer C~1od.esh S!.s terhood 
Balt~ur Auxiliary B1nai B'rith 

Euclid Ave Temple 
lhlsiness and Profession£.l Group 

Hadassah 
Heights Consumptive Relief Society 
Oheb Z~d~k P.T.A. 
Temple Wom8n's Association 

Council cf .:1 ewish \'!omen 
He1ghts .Tur.ior li.:vla.:'.l3ah 
Temple w~msn•~ A~sociation 

Event 

Course on Marriage 

Hay Ride 

Anniversary Banquet 
Theatre Party 

Field Trip 
Meeting 

Membership Party 
Election Party 
Election ~arty 
Donor Luncheon 

Program Mee ting 

Round Table 
General Meeting 

Benefit Party 
Course on Marriage 

Dance 
Dinner Dance 
Regional Conference 

Pro{;ram Meeting 
iiembershil) Dance 
Initiation 
Regional Conference 

Teachers Dinner 
Bazaar (all week) 
Lectu.re 
Social Proeram 
Membership Tea 

Boxtng Show 
Fund Raising Affair 
Program Meeting 
Promotion Tea 
Card Party 
Donor Luncheon 

Lecture- Max Lerner 

Program Meeting 
Card Party 
Luncheon 
Pro":";ra.r.1 Mee;ting 

Vic t0r~r ~~a 

Sh, ..... C ,)~ T?.e. 
Course on Jta ria:~s 
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Month Date Organization Event 

November 16 Council of Jewish Juniors 
Daughters of Bikur Cholim 
Central Junior Hadassah 

Formal Dance 
Tl:eP.~re Party 

December 

17 

18 

True Sister Juniors 

N1va1 Zedek Sisterhood 
Euclid Ave Temple Jr. Alumni 
Central Junior Hadnssah 
B 1nai B 1rith League 

Jewish Big Brother Association 

19 Daughters Mt Pleasant Consumptive 

Monte 0a.rlo 
Barn Dance 

AnniversarJ D~nner 
Dinner nance 
Monte Carlo 
Progra:n M3eting 

Program Meeting 

Aid Society Donor Luncheon 
Euclid Ave Temple Sisterhood Program Meeting 
Heights Jewish Consumptive Aid Society Card Party 
Immediate Aid Society Program Meeting 

20 Euclid Ave. Temple Men's Club 
Hadassah 

22 Temple Women's Association 

23 Cleveland Junior B1nai B1rith 
iucli d Ave. Temple Alumni 

24 Heights Lodge B1nai B1 rith 
Cleveland Junior B1nai B1rith 

25 Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 
Ezrath Yetomoth 
B 1nai B 1rith League 

26 Community Tewplo Women 
Giddings l•1others Club 

27 Cleveland Lodge B 1nai B 1rith 
Nation~l Home for Jewish Children Aux. 
Euclid .Av·e TGmple 
Balfour .Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 

28 Clevel&.i.d Tiound Table, Conference 
of C.:h:r.istians & Jews 

29 Temple ·•v'omen' s As socia ti on 

30 Heigh ts Temple Men I s Club 

Thanksgiving Dance 
Program Meeting 

Course on l-iarriage 

i;onte Carlo 
Thanksgiving Dance 

Jamboree 
Monte Carlo 

Card Party 
Donor Tea 
Lecture 

Promotion Tea 
Card Party 

P-rogram Meeting 
Program Meet.!ng 
Lecture - Henry Busch 
Tea 

Business Men 1s Luncheon 
Course on Yi.arriage 

Supper De.nee 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
l 

2 

3 

4 

6 

Jewish 0enter Alumni 
Business & P~ofessional 
B • r.i.ai ] ! ri tl:: )J a a.gue 

Tha.ru:sgiving Te.a Dance 
Group Had.assah Bridge & Mah Jong Party 

lnfor~al Dance 
Oheb Zedek Congregation 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 

Temple Z.1en • s Club 
Je-w-iAt r.entet" Men I s Club 
Immediate Aid s~ciety 

Ccuncil of Jewish Women 
Glenville A"J.Xl liarr BI ilai BI ri th 

Cou:1cil of Je,dsh Juniors 

Annual Dinner 

Donor Luncheon 

Progre.m l•ie e ting 
Program Meeting 
Party 

Program l-'1eeting 
Dono!" Luncheon 

Oneg Shabat 
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Month Date Organization Event 

December 8 Euclid Avenue Temple Annual Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Don.or Affair 
Nomtnations 
Dance 

9 

10 

11 

14 

15 

17 

18 

Central Junior nadassah 
Child Care Association 
Cleveland Junior B'1 nai B'rith 
Alliance Alumni Association 

B1nai B1rith League 
Clevela.nd Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 
Heights Lodge B1nai B1rith 

Jewish Center Sisterhood 
Community Temple Women 

Lecture 
Program Meeting 
llominations 

Program Meeting 
Promotion Tea 

N1vai Zedek Senior & Junior 
Temple Women 1s Association 
Ezrath Yetomoth 

Sisterhoods Theatre Party 
Program Meeting 
Donor Luncheon 

luclid Ave. Temple 
Business & Professional 

Lecture- Dr George Hunt 
Group Hadassah Program Meeting 

Heights Junior Hadassah 

Hadassah 
League of Jewish Youth 
B1nai B1r~th League 

Community Temple Women 
Immediate Aid Society 

Yeshiva Ad.nth B1nai Israel Jr. Aux. 
Matione.l Home for Jewish Child. Aux. 
Clevel .. :.nd Lodge B ' nai B' ri th 

Dance 

Donor Reception 
Conference & Dance 
Program Meeting 

Donor Luncheon 
Membership Tea 

Donor Luncheon 
Luncheon Meeting 
Program Meeting 

20 Business & Professional Group Hadassah Oneg Shabat 

21 Jewish Center Alumni Formal Dance 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Temple Women's Association & Men's Club Chanukah Progrnm 
( tentative) 

Council of Jewish Juniors 
Cleveland Junior B 1nai B 1rith 

Hei,ghts Lodge B'nai B' ri th 
Daughters of Bikur Cholim 

Avukah 

Balfour Auxiliary B 1nai B1rith 
Ladies Bikur Cholim 
Jewish Center Congregation 
Avukah 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 
Avukah 

Euclid Ave Temple Men I s Club & 
Avukah 
Euclid Ave Temple Junior Alumni 

Jewish Center Sisterhood 

Cleve land He'bre~-, Schools PTA 
Euclid Ave Temple 
Temple AlJJJ'lili Associa tion 
Temple Men I s Club & Women I s 

Aseociation (tenta tive) 

Heights Tomplo ·Sistorhood 

Chanu.kah Party 
Election 

Election 
Linen Shower 

Regional Conference 

Chanukah Party 
Linen Shower 
Chanukah Party 
Regional Conference 

Box Social 
Regional Conference 

Sisterhood Oneg Shabat 
Regional Conference 
Skating Party 

Oneg Shabat 

Chanu.kah Dinner 
Chanukah Celebration 
Collegiate Reunion 

Chanukah Dinner 

Chanukah Party 
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Month Date Organization Event 

December 31 Jewish Consumpti \ .. e Relief Society Groups New Year Party 
Daughters of Bikur Cholim New Year Party 

January 5 

6 

7 

- - - - - -- - -
Cleveland Junior B1nai B1rith 
Central Junior Hadassah 
Euclic:l. Ave. Temple Confirmation Class 

B1nai B1rith League 

Euclid Ave Temple 
Jewish Center Men 1s Club 
Ladies Bik:ur Cholim 

Installation Luncheon 
Program Meeting 
Social Program 

Lecture 

Lecture-Dr Abram Sachar 
Program Meeting 
Donor Luncheon 

8 Temple Women's Association Program Meeting 
Business & Professional Group Hadassah Program Meeting 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22· 

Hadassah 
Junior Hadassah 

Council of Jewish Juniors 
Junior Hada.ssah 

Heights Lodge B1nai B1rith 
League of Jewish Youth 

Heights Temple Sisterhood 
Jewish Center Sisterhood 
Community Temple Women 
Euclid Ave.Temple Sisterhood 

Ladies Bikur Cholim 
Ezrath Yetomoth 

Euclid Ave Temple ?-fen I s Club 
Ladies Bikur Cholim 

Euclid Ave Temple Parent Teachers 

Oheb Zedek Congregation 

Heights Lodge B'nai B1 rith 
Young Women of B1nai B1rith 

Pioneer Women Organization 
Immediate Aid Society 
Euclid Ave Temple 
National Home for Je~ish Child. Aux. 

Council of Jewish Women 
Balfour Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 

Tea 
Regional Convention 

Program Meeting 
Regional Convention 

Installation 
Drama. Contest 

Program Meeting 
Luncheon 
Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 

Bake Sale 
Card Party 

Program Meeting 
Bake Sale 

Oneg Shabat 

Theatre Party 

Annual Banquet 
Donor Luncheon 

Donor Affair 
Annual Luncheon 
Lecture- Spencer Irwin 
Program Meeting 

Program Meeting 
Tea 

24 Business and Professional Group Hadassah Oneg Shabat 

25 Superior Through Parents Organization Theatre Party 

27 

28 

Orthodox Old liome Auxiliary 
Child care Association 

Euclid Ave. Temple 

Natio~al Home for Jewish Child. Aux. 

Card Party 
Card Party 

Ministers Institute & 
Jewish Institute 

Luncheon 

29 Daughters of Mt Pleasant Consumptive Aid Card Party 
Business & Professional Group & Jr Hadassah Joint Program 
Balfour Auxiliary B1nai B1rith Book Review 
Euclid Ave. Temple Jewish Institute 

~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Month Date Organization Event 

February 2 Jewish Center Men· s c1,1b 
Central Junior Hadassah 

Fa ther-·Son Dinner 
Program Meetit:.g 

March 

4 

f5 

9 

Euclid Ave. !ample 

Pioneer Women's Council 

Council of Jew:ish Juniors 
Oheb Zedek Congregation 

Lecture - Dr Jacob Meyer 

Donor Affair 

Pro.<:ra."n Meeting 
Fatner··Son Dinner 

12 Business & Professional Group Hadassah Program Meeting 

Daughters of Bikur Cholim Card & Mah Jong Party 

16 

18 

19 

2.3 

23 

26 

27 

Euclid Ave.Temple 
Cleveland Junior B1nai ] 1rith 

Jewish Center Sisterhood 
Euclid Ave Temple 

Council of Jewish Juniors 

Euclid Ave Temple Sisterhood 
Euclid Ave Temple Jr. AlUI!lili 

Euclid Ave Temple Alumni 
Jewish National Fund 

Balfour Auxiliary B1nai B1 rith 

Euclid Ave Temple Men 1 s Club 

Father-Son Dinner 
Dance 

Mother-Daughter Dinner 
Lecture-Dr Joseph Remenyi 

Mother-Daughter Tea 

Mother-Daughter Luncheon 
Inter-Temple Dance 

Social 
Concert 

Book Review 

Program 

28 Business & Professional Group liadassah Oneg Shabat 

2 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -
Cleveland Hebrew Schools 
Jewish Day Nursery 
Central Junior Hadassah 

4 Jewish Center Sisterhood 
Community Temple Women 
Euclid Ave Teeple 

• lavish Oonter Men 1s Club 

5 Bikur Cholim Groups 
CoW1cil of Jewish Women 
Cleveland Junior B1nai B1rith 

7 Mt Sinai Women Volunteers 

9 Jewish Centzr Sisterhood 
Council of Jewish Juniors 

11 Heights Temple Sisterhood 
Jewish Day Nursery 

Annual Dinner 
Purim Festival 
Program i•ie e ting 

Program Meeting 
Party 
Lecture- David Dietz 
Mock Trial 

Purim Meeting 
Progr~ Meeting 
Membership Party 

Keeting - Tea 

Purim Party 
Program Mee ting 

Purim Celebration 
Donor Lt+ncheon 

12 Mt Pleasant Consumptive Aid Society Card Party 
Temple Wom~n•s Association Program Meeting 

Euclid Ave TE:mple Megillah Night 

Business & Professional Group Hadassah Program Meeting 
Tenple Men~ s Club Purim Program 
Ezratn Yetomoth Card Party 

15 Jewish Center Sister~ood Oneg Shabat 
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Month 

March 

April 
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Date Organization 

16 Jewish Consumptive Relief Society 

17 

18 

19 

22 

23 

25 

26 

28 

29 

1 

2 

6 

8 

( Senior Group) 
Euclid Ave. Temple 
Community Temple Men's Club 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 

Hadassah 
Immediate Aid Society 
Euclid Ave Temple 
Community Temple Women 

Jewish Singing Society 
Daughters of Bikur Cholim 
Oheb Zedek Sisterhood (Tentative) 
National Home for Jew.Children Aux. 

Euclid Ave Temple Alumni 

Business & Professional Group Hadassah 
Jewish Consumptive Relief Society 

'Junior Group) 
Central Junior Hadassah 

Immediate Aid Society 

Balfour Auxiliary B1na1B 1rith 
National Home for Jew. Children Aux. 
Council of Jewish Juniors 

Euclid Ave Temple 

Community Temple Women 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Jewish Center Men's Club 
National Home for Jew. Children Aux. 
Euclid Ave Temple 

Council of Jewish Women 

Daughters of Bikur Cholim 
Central Junior Hadessah 

Heights Temple Sisterhood 

Event 

Purim Party 
Purim Carnival 
Pu1im Carnival 

Program Meeting 

Program Meeting 
Progra:n X::e€ting 
Lecture - Wilbur White 
Lecture 

.lnnual Concert 
Anniversary Meeting 
Mother Daughter Dinner 
Program Meeting 

Informal Dance 

Donor Luncheon 

Donor Luncheon 
Mother-Daughter-Father 

Program 

Donor Luncheon 

Book Review 
Donor Rally 
Fund Raising Affair 

Oneg Shabat 

Mother-Daughter Luncheon 

program Meeting 
Donor Luncheon 
Symposium 

Program Meeting 

Donor Dinner Dance 
Program Meeting 

Election 

9 Temple Women's Association Program Meeting 
Business & Professional Group Hadassah Program Meeting 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

18 

Euclid ~ve Temple 
Temple 

Council of Jewish Juniors 
Euclid Ave. Teeple Junior Alumni 

Cleveland .Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 
Ezrath Yetomoth 

Jewish Center Sisterhood 

Ladi~s Bikur Cholim 
Hadassah 

Euclid Ave Tem,le Alumni 

Seder 
Seder 

Program Meeting 
Dance 

Program Meeting 
Election 

Passover Party 

Passover Party 
Program Meeting 

Oneg Shabat 



Month 

April 

May 

t 

Date Organization 

20 Jewish Consumptive Relief Society 
(Da:ughters Grovp) 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Central Junior Ha.dassah 

United Order of True Sisters 
Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 

Community Temple Wo~en 
Euclid Ave Temple Sisterhood 
Immediate Aid Society 

Giddings Mothers Club 
Balfour Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 
National Home for Jew. Children Aux. 

Euclid Ave Temple Men's Club 

F,v~nt 

Donor Dinner Dance 
Donor Luncheon 

Guest Day 
Prog::-a.m Meeting 

Lecture 
Annual 1-tee ting 
Program l-leeting 

Luncheon 
Tea 
Program Meeting 

Program Meeting 

25 :Business & Professional Group Hadassah Oneg Shabat 

26 

29 

30 

4 

5 

6 

7 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

19 

Council of Jewish Juniors 

Heights Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 

Daughters of Bikur Cholim 
Council of Jewish Women 
Daughters of Mt Pleasant Consumptive 

Aid Society 
Balfour Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -
Jewish Welfare Fund (tentat i ve) 
Euclid Ave Temple Alumni 

Jewish Consumptive Relief Society 
(Heights & Senior) 

Jewish Center Men 1s Club 
Ladies Bik:ur Cholim 

Daughters of Bikur Cholim 

Euclid Ave Temple 
Central Ju.~ior Hadassah 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 
Cleveland Auxiliary B1nai B'rith 
Ezrath Yetomoth 

Mt Pleasant Consumptive Aid Society 

Daughters of Bikur Cholim 
National Home for Jew.Children lux. 

Euclid A.ve Temple Men I s Club 
N'vai Zcdek Sisterhood 

Euclid Ave Temple 

United Order of True Sisters 

Dance 

Donor Luncheon 

Nominations 
Program Meeting 

Luncheon 
Book Review 

Campaign Opening 
.Annual Meeting 

Donor Luncheon 

Election 
Card Party 

Luncheon 

High School Graduation 
Program Meeting 

Program Mee~ing 
Prog:tam l:Ie 1-3 J.;.:!. ng 
Mo the r s :I)a.: r Program 

Luncl1eon 

Election 
Progrc.lll Meeting 

Annual Meeting 
Donor Luncheon 

Hebrew School Grad. 

Mothers Day Program 

20 Jew1sh 0enter Sisterhood .l.~nual ~uncheon 
Business & Professional Group Hadassah D1Pncr Ueeting 
Immediate .&id Society Program Meeting 



Month 

May 

June 
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Date Organization 

21 Council of Jewish Juniors 
Hadassah 

25 

26 

27 

28 

30 

1 

3 

Central Junior Hadassah 

Mt Sinai Women Volunteers 

Community Temple Women 

Daughters of Bikur Cholim 
Balfour Auxiliary 

Euclid Ave Temple 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -
Temples 

Jewish National Fund 

Ev3nt 

Ar..nua.l Dinner 
Program Meeting 

Installation 

Annual Meeting 

Program Meeting 

Installation 
Luncheon 

Class Night 

Confirmation 

Annual Meeting 

4 National Home for Jewish Children Aux. Annual Meeting 

5 

9 

10 

11 

15 

16 

17 

23 

25 

Euclid Ave Temple Men's Club 

Cleveland Auxiliary B'nai B1rith 

Jewish Dey Nursery 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 
Heights Auxiliary B'nai B1rith 

Ladies Bikur Cholim 

Jewish Consumptive Relief Societies 
Euclid Ave Temple 
United Order of True Sisters 
Orthodox Old Home .A.uxiliary 

Immediate Aid Society 

Ezrath Yetomoth 

Heights .Auxiliary B'nai B' ri th 
Balfuur ~i.uiliary B'nai B1rith 
Oheb Zedck Sisterhood 

Picnic 

Program Meeting 

Luncheon 

Lawn Party 
Luncheon 

Father-Mother Day 

Annual Luncheon 
Picnic 
Box Luncheon 
Program Meeting 

Luncheon 

Luncheon 

Donor Luncheon 
Book Review 
Garden Party 





Recently there a peared in the lewa an editorial calling attention to the 

tact that t'orty-one men prominent in Jewish lie had made statements in behalf ot 

one or the presidential candidates. The preeen tion of the~e names, listing 

the lewiah af'fillationa or the indiTiduala, unfortun· tel7 may have g1 ven the 

iapresaion that there exists a Jewish vote,1111111 that the Jewish citizens constitute 

a political t bloc, and that appeals may be made to Jews as a separate group ot 

Taters· apart from other American citizens. 

The I Jewish Community Cotmcil, representing the Jewish people or Cleveland, 

has consistently during the past eeveral campaigns taken the JOsition that there 

is no •J'ewish vote•. Jewish citizens vote as individual Americans according 

to their individual convictions an:l interests, ae do all other American citizens, 

and any attempt to segregate any religious or racial group as a political bloc 

doea not contribute to the unity or the American people, which we feel your 

Paper is deeply interested in and concerned about. 

• 



Officer• 

PrN/dent 
IIHSlmon 

l'lr•t Vloe-Pre•ldent 
Pbllmore J, Haber 

Second Vloe-Pr••ldent 
BaraZ.Sbaplro 

Third Vloe-PrNldent 
lln. Clarence Weidenth•I 

Trea1ur•r 
lluKolarman 

Seoretar¥ 
Philip Bcroateio 

Ezecutive 
Committee 

llllton P. Altxbul 
Edward II. Baker 
Rabbi B. R . Brickner 
Rabbi Armood B. Cohen 
Jerome N . Curtil 
INdore Fioelilyer 
Eupne H. Freedbeim 
Qeoqe W. Furth 
Rabbi David Qeouth 
Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
Mrs. Joeeph Qoldbamer 
Mrs. Joseph H. Qroa• 
Myron Guren 
A. I . Hauemao 
David Ralph Herta 
Un. Siqmuod Herso1 
Dr. S. F . II. Hinch 
Rabbi Hu10 Klein 
MRton J. Lapine 
Mrs. A. H. Levine 
Mn. Benjamin Levine 
Mrs. A. F. Mellman 
A. B . Pereky 
Rabbi I■rael Porath 
Aaron Remick 
Rabbi Rudolph Roeenthal 
Rabbi A. H . Silver 
Abraham Stera 
Meyer Weintraub 
Bldoey N. Weit• 
Albert A. Woldman 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerry 8176 

Rabbi J. H Silver 
The Temple 
JI 105th & Ansel Road 
Clevele.nd,Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In checking our records, I find that Judge Joseph 
Sllbert1 vho hae been designated as one of the rep­
resentatives of the Cleveland Zionist Society to 
the Jewi1h Comnnmi't7 Council,already it representing 
the Orthodox Jewish Orphan Rome. Judge Silbert, a.a 
you know, la Chairman ot the !oard ot Trustees at 
the Home. Inasmuch as the constitution of the Com­
munity Council provides that no person JD81' represent 
more than one organisation, it will be nece1aa17 
for the Societ7 to appoint another representative. 
The other two representatives, :,ou will recall, are 
Jerome B Curt1a and Saul Danaceau. I shall appreciate 
having the name of the additional representative at 
:,our earq convenience. 

With all best wishes, I 8ll 

December 19, 1940 

Cordially yours• 

Philip Bernstein 
Secreta17 



Offlcen 

l'rNldent 
llaa811DOD 

,1rat Vloe-l'rNldent 
Philmore J. Haber 

Seoond Vlae-l'realdent 
Bara z. Shapiro 

Third Vloe-l'rNldent 
Mn. Clarence Weklenthal 

r, ... urer 
Mas Kohrman 

Seoretar~ 
Philip Bermlein 

Bucutive 
Committee 

Milton P. Altacbul 
Bdward M. BIiker 
Rabbi B. R. Brlduaer 
Rabbi Armond S. Cohen 
Jerome N . Curtla 
lladore P'innJlyer 
Bua,ene H. P'reedheim 
Geo,se W. Furth 
Rabbi David Genutb 
Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
Mre. Joeepb Goldbamer 
Mn. Joeeph H. Oroe• 
Myron Ouren 
A.1.Hauemao 
David Ralph Herta 
Mn. Sieamund Her101 
Dr. 8. F. M . Hinch 
Robbi Hu10 IClefn 
Milton J. LapiDe 
Ure. A. H. Levine 
Mn. Benjamin Levine 
Mn. A. F. Mellman 
A. B. Penky 
Rabbi l1rael Porath 
Aaron Remick 
Rabbi Rudolph Roeenlhal 
Rabbi A. H . Silver 
Abraham Stem 
Meyer Weintraub 
Sidney N. Weft• 
Albert A. Woldman 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerry 8176 

Babbi AH Silver, President 
Cleveland Zionist Socie\v 
The Temple 
I 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silvera 

We have been informed by the Orthodox Jewi1h Orphan 
Home that Joseph Silbert prefers to serve as a 
representative of the Cleveland Zionist Societ7 
rather than the Home. We are therefore listinc 
him as one of 7our three delegates, in accordance 
with your original instructions. 'lhe other two 
are Jerome Curtis and Saul Danaceau. 

With all best wishes, I am 

Cordial~ 7oura, 

Philip ~ernstein 

December 31, 1940 



; 

Janu ry 5, 1941 

r. 111p Dern tein 
Cbester-T elfth Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear , hil: 

Thie letter may interest you. 
Do you t ink T ought to com;>ly rlth the 
request or fr, . Feldn~ and ttite to iss 
Bayes 0£ Superior School? 

AHStB:' 
Enc. 

1th all goo ishes, Ir main 

Very cord .all , yours, 



Offlcen 

l'rNldenl 
llasBlmoa 

l'lral Vloe-P,Nldent 
Pbilmo:re J. Raber 

Second Vloe-P,e1ldent 
Bara Z. 8bapbo 

Third Vloe-P, .. ldent 
lln. Clarence Weidenthal 

r, .. aun, 
Mu Kohrman 

S.Orefary 
Phlllp Bern1teio 

Bncutlve 
Committee 

lllltoo P. Altac:bul 
Bclwmd M. Baker 
Rabbi B. R. Brickaer 
Rabbi Armoad B. Cohen 
Jerome N . Curtl1 
ludore Floe■il•er 
Buaeae H. Freedbeim 
Georae W. Furth 
Rabbi David Geoutla 
Rabbi Harold Goldrarb 
Mn. Jo■eph Qoldhamer 
Mn. Joseph H . Gl'OI• 
MyrooGuren 
A. I. Hamman 
David Ralph Herta 
lln. Sieamund Heraoa 
Dr. S. F. M . Hinch 
Rabbi Huso Klein 
Milton J. Lapine 
Mn. A. H. Levine 
Mn. BCll.iamln Levine 
Mra. A. F. Mdlman 
A. B. Peraky 
Rabbi Iarael Porath 
Aaron Remick 
Rabbi Rudolph Roeenthal 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Abraham Stern 
Meyer Weintraub 
Sidney N . Welts 
Albert A. Woldmao 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi AH Silver 
'!he Temple 
I 105th & Ansel Rd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I have your letter with reference to the Christmas and 
Chanukah programs arranged by the principal and PTA of 
Superior School in East Cleveland, and I am glad to give 
you ~ reaction to it. While the intent of the principal 
is undoubtedq admirable, the program is contrary to the 
position which our Committee has taken in these matters. 
We have advised the elimination or modification of sect­
arian religious programs in the public achool1 rather than 
their extension to embrace all faiths. It has been our 
belief that eectarian religious programs are the function 
of the churches rather than the public schools. 

In addition to the fundamental question of separation of 
church and state, there are other complication,. With 
reference to the Jewish practices, there immediately arises 
the question as to which interpretation ahould be followed, 
the Reform, Conservative, or Orthodox. The wearing of hats 
and other factors are involved, particularly in a case auch 
as th1a, where the brochos were recited. Similar question• 
arise between Catholics and Protestante. 

Another complication ie illustrated by this atatement in the 
letter: "On the morning of December 20th, the children will 
assemble around the school Cllriatmas tree and all children, 
Jewish and Christian, will aing the Rock of Agee".• 

Mrs Feldman requeste a letter of commendation from you to 
encourage the continuance of thia practice and ite spread to 
other achoola. My peraonal feeling and that of our Committee, 
I am quite sure, is that while the purpose~ be 1plendid, 
the program ia quite the rnerae of what •• are t:eying to do, 
end ahouldn' t be encouraged. 

January 6, 1941 

Very cordially youra, 

Philip :Bernstein 
Secretary 
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• JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting Monday, January 13, 1941, at 8:15 p,m., at The Temple 

1. Minutes Copies havin~ been mailed to all members, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

2. Miscellaneous Max Simon, Chair~a.11. reported on the foll win items: 

Alien Registration and Citizenship -- The program of the Council of 

Jewish Women and B1nai B1rith to assist Jewish aliens with t he Federal Alien 

registration had been carried out very conscientiously. The Jewish Social 

Service Bureau also had cooperated in difficult individual cases. The entire 

matter ha.d been handled smoothly, and the Counci 1 and BI nai :S I ri th wer e now 

concentrating on citizenship training in the several classes they were sponsor­

ing. The Community Council had been working with them. 

Schools Committee -- The Schools Committee had been cooperating with 

public school officials in the observance of the Jewish h lidays by Jewish 

students, and in questions arising from Christmas observances. Very few com­

plaints had been received, and nad been handled satisfactorily. The Committee 

was also making an intensive study of the Released Time Plan of religious 

education in connection with the public schools which had been adopted by New 

York and other cities. While there apparently was no organized movement to 

institute the plan in Cleveland, the Committee wanted to have accurate inf~rma­

tion and an intelligent judgment of it, particularly since Jewish groups in some 

other communities had not supported it. The Committee planned to confer with 

the local Rabbis and heads of Jewish religious schools to arrive at a joint 

judgrnen t. 

Committee on Fictitious Religious Political Issues -- This Committee 

had acted in the recent political campaign to pr€vent the creati on and spread 

of f c..· J. se religious issues. It has sent a letter to one of the local newspape rs 

pr testing against an edit~rial which had given the impressi on fa Jewish pol­

iti al bloc and a Jewish vote. The letter was published by the ..- ditor. Loc al 

leaders of both major political parties had coopera ted splendidly with the 

Committee to prevent the issuance of literature that would have created such 

issues, and had stopped the local distribution of objectionable pamphlets re­

ceived from national headquarters. It was said that Clev£land had been free 

from much of the difficulty experie ced by some other citi c~ in this regard. 

State Cooperation -- Lettere had been sent to the major Jewish communi­

ties of Ohio, to remind them of the wisdol1\ of consulting i,ri th each other in 

matters of common concern. This applied particularly to state legislation of 

special Jewis1 interest. It was hoped that consult~tion before action were taken 

would fost er cooperative efforts where advisable, and would prevent individual 

action when several com1nuni ties opposed it. 

Vacancy_ -- The Chairman read a letter from Meyer Weintraub, announcing 

his resignation from the Council's Executive Corrur.ittee because of his moving to 

Los Angeles. He expressed gratitude for the privilege of having helped to 

create and build the Council, and conveyed his good wishes for its continued 

success. Tribute was paid to him for the service he had rendered. Because the 

next regular election would be held soon, the Executive Committee had decided 

not to fill the vacancy until that time . 

Educational -- The Chairman announced that there was available a few 

more copies of the pamphlet, 11Jews in America11 , which had been mailed to the 

presidents and representatives a few weeks ago . He stated that it was intended 

to send similar literature from time to time, on questions which were constMtly 

being asked by Jews and about Jews, so that Jewish leaders would be accurately 

informed about them. 

Community Calendar -- Many more organizations than ever before were 

checking with the Cnmmunity Calendar to avoid conflicts in the dates of their 

events. A few more copies nf the latest revised composite Calendar were still 

available. Organizations which did not find their events listed were asked t~ 

all the Community Council. 
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3. Financial Report Max Kohrman, treasurer. reported a total income ~f $1,047.24 
for the year 1940. A balance of $362.24 had been carried 

over from 1939, and $685 had been received during the year. Total expenditures 
for postage, stationery, printing, offi~e supplies, the Chaim Weizmann community 
meeting, telegraph, and Arbitra tion Court, had been $749.64. This left a balance 
nf $297.60 at the end of the year. He stated tha t the c llection of dues for 
1940 had been close to one hundred per cent of the total amount owed for the year. 

4. Arbitration Court Philmore J Haber, chairman of the Arbitration Court, in-
formed the Council that three cases had been handled 

successfully during the past few weeks; a Jewish divorce, a question of business 
ethics involving a Jewish company and a Christian client, and a family dispute 
over the l ayin~ of a tombstone. 

5. Conference ~f Christians and Jewa Mr Haber, as Jewish Co-chairman of the 
Cleveland Round Table of the Nati onal 

Conference of Christians and Jews, reported the following activities: Responsi­
bility for the programs of the current International Exposition at Public Hallt 
giving the Round Table friendly contacts with a large number ~f nationality 
groups; a community Youth Meeting for Brotherhood Week in February; an interfaith 
forum meeting at the City Club on February 22; a young people's f~rum dis cussion 
on January 26; preparation and distribution of a course of six lectures on r elig­
ious tolerance to every junior and senior hi gh school social studies teacher, 
through the Cleveland Board of Educ~tion. 

6. General Jewish Council -- Albert Wold.man, Chairman of the Committee on Na tional 
Jewish Leadership, reviewed developments in the 

G-eneral Jewish Council since the last Community Colli~cil meeting. He read corres­
pondence from Edgar Kaufman, chairman of the General Council, and from Maurice 
Bisg;yer, s ecretary of B1nai B1 rith, an article by Louis Lipsky of the Ameri can 
Jewish Con r ess, and re,orted a long distance telephone conversation fr om Henry 
Monsky, president of B1nni B1rith. The four member agencies of the General Council 
had been unable to agree upon a plan whereby coo r dinati on of their progr axis ruld 
financi al budgeting would have been centraliz8d in a Committee of t en pe r sons, 
and apparently could not agree on an alternat ive pl an , the fifth one t o have 
been submitted, which would h~ve coordinated their fund raising efforts. Ap­
parently there were deep seated differences which they could not bridge, and the 
outlook for their ac~ieving any real unity seemed hopeless. 

There was a long discussion of the matter. It was said that 
the present situa tion was a tragic one and tha t the national split was becoming 
greater rather than smaller, in a period of crisis when Jewish unity was needed 
more than ever; that the overlapping , duplica tion, competition, and working a t 
cross purposes in the defense of Jewish ri~hts was something tha t Amer i can J ewry 
could ill afford a t the present time: that unless unity could be achi eved Jews 
might find themselves without r es,onsible, united leadership and repre sentation 
at a peace conference to follow t~e war, when their fundamental rights might be 
at stake; that unity of action was fundamental, and should not be prevented 
through arguments over fund raising. 

It was stated further that the disunity was n~t unexpected, 
since the persons and organizations involved could hardly wish to sacrifice their 
own position an~ power in any respect. It was pointed out also that th0se funda­
mental differences would have to be recognized as a part of Jewish life, and that 
a complete solution could not be achieved immediately. It was said, hoFevcr, that 
if progress were to be made the communities throughout the country rather than the 
national age~cies would have to take the initiative. The Community Councils had 
a most important responsibility in the situation, and the time had come for them 
to wield their power. '!his power would be even greater, it was said, if the 
Council controlled directly a substantial part of the funds given the agencies, 
but it was felt that in this regard more influence could still be exerted than 
had been exercised in the past. 

In conclusion it was moved, duly seconded, and carried that 
the special Committee and the Executive Committee should consider the advisabil­
ity ~f calling a conference of cities having representative Jewish Community 
Councils to seek the attainment of national Jewish unity. In this regard, it was 
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recognized that other groups, such as the Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds at its forthcoming national assembly, were also considering this 
matter. 

7. United Jewish APl?eal The question of the relutionship of the rPcent split 
in the United Jewish Appeal to the disunity in the 

Geueral Jewish Council was raised and discussed. It was j;,xpected that this split 

would not affect the united fund raising program in Cleveland - that there would 

still be only one campaign, the Jewish Welfare Fund, and that all of these agencies 

would be includod in it. 

8, Kashruth Rabbi Israel Porath, Chairm8.n of the Council's Kashruth Com-

~ mittee and of the Merkaz Harabbonim, reported that the Orthodox 

Rabbis were continuing to inspect retail food shops. Violations were being found 

almost weckl~· and wern b<:ing handled quietly but effectively to prevent their 
repetition in the future. 

The current voluntary inspection was only a temporary arrange­

ment, he emphasized, and a permanent plan would still have to be found. The 

Council's Committoe and officers, and t~e Merk.as Harrabonim were considering the 

possibilities of several altcr!1ative proposals. 

The Mcrkaz Harabbonim were disturbed by the fact that many 

Jewish organizations, includinr, Orthodox groups, w r <: holding luncheons and 

dinners in non-kosher restaurants and hotels, Rabbi Porath said. This constituted 

an open and official disrcgard for Kashn..th and helped to break it down. He 

urged such organiz~tions, and particularly the Orthodox groups, to observe Kash­

ruth in their public functions. 

The latter was discussed at some length. It was proposed that 

the Community Council should formally recommend to all Jewish community wide 

agencies that they should observe Kashruth in their public functi ons. In the 

consideration of the propos~l, the question was raised as to its feasibility in 

the light of existing Kashruth fac .lities, and as to whether such recommendation 

came within the responsibility of the Council. Upon motion made, duly seconded, 

and carried the matter was referred to the Executive Committee for careful study. 

9. Legislation The Secretary r ported that th0 Public Relations Committee of 
the General Jewish Council had not approved the proposed bills 

intended to curb un-American propaganda because they were not agreed that the 

specific bills would achieve the purposes being sought. One of the obstacles 

had been the danger to civil liberties which might have helped to destroy what 

the bills were trying to save. With the endin~ of the old Congress, and the 

start of the new, bills again would have to be introduced. Action already had 

been proposed by the Dies Cornmittee to stop the dumping of propaganda by the 

Nazi government under the protection of the international postal agreement. 

Investigation had a.lsn been made of bills in the last session with reference to 

citizenship and refugees. Similar and perhaps improved bills would probably be 

introduced in the new Congress, and the Council would cooperate with national 

and 1 cal agencies with regard to them. If emergency action were required the 

Cou.~cil 1 s Executive C~mmittee could take necessc.ry steps, as authorized at the 

last Council meeting. If this were not necessary, action could be taken by the 

Council at its next meeting. 

10. Nominating Committee Upon recommendation of the Executive Committee, and 
upon motion made, duly seconded, and carried., the 

following persons were elected to s rve as a Nominating Committee: Jerome N 

Curtis, Ben Goldish, Mrs Benjamin Levine, Myron Gurent James Miller, Herbert 

Rosenthal, and Julius Schweid. 

11. League for Human Rights Miss Grace Meyette, director of the League for 
Hu.man Rights, reviewed the work being done by the 

League with regard to Nazi goods and services in the United States, providing 

accurate information about the Nazi state, a.nd exposing and counteractinb Nazi 

propaganda. Its program was based upon the Bill of Rights, and it was cuo vra­

ting with government ag£:ncies and other orga."liza tions. She described sornP. cf 

the present Nazi propaganda efforts, the status of German imports which cc~t~nued 

to enter the country, and some ofthe pro-democracy material which had been 
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recent ly published. She asked the or~a~izations to cooperate clon ely with the 
League by calling it to get accurate inform~tion, and by r eporting t o it any 
information related to its work, 

12. Membership Upon re.commendation of the Exocnti ve Committee, a..'1.d upon motion 
made, duly seconded, and carried, the Cou~cil approved the 

following me1:1bership applications: Jewish Vocational Service, Bureau on Employ­
ment Problems, Jewish Young Adult Bureau, Anshe Grodno Congregation, Cleveland 
Branch of Histadruth Ivrith, and Ivagda.l Zion Society. 

13. Pales tine Do~r. Mr Haber reported on the program of Pales tine Day at the 
Inter:iational Exposition, and commended all of the groups 

which participated for their splendid cooperation. 

14. No other business corning b~fore the meeting, it was adjourned. 

( siened) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 



Catholic Universe Bulletin 
January 17, 1941 

PLAN PUBLIC SCHOOt CLASS IN RELIGION 

Youngstown Ready: Akron and E. Cleveland Mapping Program 

An interdenominational program of week-day religious instruction for 
public school children will go into effect in Youngstown at the start of the 
new semester and is being considered for early adoption in East Cleveland and 
Akron, according to an announcement made this week by the Rt. Rev. Msgr, John 
R. Hagan, Ph.D., diocesan superintendent of schools. 

The Youngstown program, Monsignor Hagan e~)lained, will consist of one 
hour of religious instruction each week for Cat.LoJic , Protestant and Jewish 
children in the public high schools. Pupilo dc"1-rin.?' to attend the classes must 
have their parents• consent and will thereupon be dismissed from regular classes 
to receive the religious instruction. 

Program is Unique 

The Xoungstown program is unique in tha+, the religious instruction classes 
will take place in the public school buildings themselves. Both the Youngsto~m 
Board of Education and Superintendent Pliny H Powors of tho Youngstown public 
schools have agreed to this plan, which, though unusual, is permitted by the 
Ohio law, Monsignor Hagan said. 

Catholic, Protestant and Jm-,ish religious groups will be respons ible 
for the teachers and the courses to be offered, both in Youngsto~m and in the 
two other deaneries where similar programs are bein considered. The Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. John N Trainor. dean of Mahoning Cou...'1ty clergy, is in accord with the pl.an 
and with the Rev. Joseph Gallagher, dean of Ursuline High, will cooperate in 
putting the instru.ction program into effect in the public schools as soon s 
Monsignor Hagan presents the class schedule for Catholic students. 

The program has also been approved by the Youngstown Ministerial Associc­
tion. 

11 We are now studying the problem in both East Cleveland and .A.kron," sa~.d 
Monsignor Hagan, nand our plans have advanced far enough for us to be able to 
say that very probably a religious instruction program for public school children 
will be launched in the public schools of these two cities during the comir.g 
year. 11 

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - -

OHIO CHURCH GROUP OPENS CONVENTION 

Cleveland Jews 
January 27, 1941 

Columbus - Citing a renewed interest generally in r0ligion, the Ohio Council of 
Churches and Religious Educ ..:. tion opened its a:.1nual convention today, r.10:;?ef1."'.l of 
making religious education available to every public school pupil in the stat0. 

The Rev.BF Lamb, secretary of the interdenominational group, asserted 
that less than half of Ohio's 2,200,000 school children have cont~c t with ~el:g­
ion. About 25 per cent of the remainder are touched 1ionly supe rficially". 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerry 8176 

Dear Babbi S11Tera 

We missud you at the meeting of the Community Council 
last Mond~ evening. You will note from the enclosed 
minutes that we had a full agenda of important businesa, 
including the following items: 

Help given Jewish aliens in alien registration and 
citizenship. 

Activity of the Schools Committee. 
Work of the Political Issues Committee in the last campaign. 
Plan for Jewish cooperation in the state. 
Vacancy in Executive Committee. 
Distribution of information about Jews. 
Increased use of Community Calendar. 
Financial report of income and expense of the Council. 
Three cases recently handled by our Lrbitration Court. 
Activities of the Conference of Christians and Jews. 
Action taken by the Council concerning national Jewish 

leadership in the defense of Jewish rights. 
Effect of split in national United Jewish Appeal upon 

Cleveland. 
Developments in Ka.shruth supervision. 
Status of proposed anti••Nazi leg.1.slation. 
Election of the lomfnating Comm1ttee for 1941. 
Report of the League for Hun.au Rie;hts. 
Election of six additional organizations to membership 

in the Council. 
Cooperation in Palestine D~. 

Will you please review the minutes carefully and report these 
items at the next meetiog of your organization? It is of the 
utmost importance that your members should know what their 
Community Council is doing about the problems facing Cleveland 
and American Jewry. 

January 20, 1941 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Max Simon 
President 
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Catholic Universe Bulletin 
January 24, 1941 

FUJ3LIC SCHOOL CHURCH CLASS IS OFFERED 

Youngstown Plan Sets Hour a Week 

Youngstown -- One hour's weekly instruction in the Catholic religion 

will be an elective course for Catholic seniors of the six public high 

schools here during the coming semester, the Clevel~nd Diocese Chancery 

announced this week. 

The project is under the general supervision of the Diocesan School 

Board. The Rev. James L Walsh, assistant at St. Edward Parish, will 

supervise the project in the Youngstown Deanery for the next semes ter. 

The Youngstown Board of Education has approved the plan which will 

include instruction by the Federated Churches, Jewish rabbis and the 

Catholic clergy. Students will be dismissed from their regular classes 

one hour each we ek for participa tion in the instruction of their choice 

with their parents' consent. 

This is probably the first program in Ohio in which interdenominati onal 

religion classes have been conducted in public school buildings. Protestant 

classes in all high schools will be open to sophoMores, juniors and seniors 

under one general instruction class, rathe r than for each of the Protestant 

denominations, Rev, A.B. Denton, executive secretary of Federated Churches, 

has said. The Jewish plan has not as yet been f ormulated by the rabbis. 

The principal of each school, Rayen, South, Woodrow Wilson, Chaney. East 

and Scienceville High Schools. will assign the day, classroom a11d hour for 

the instruction. The period for instruction has bee~ chosen as the last one 

of the day, from 2 until 3 o1 clock. 

Some ?,500 pupils are enrolled in the senior high schools here and of 

this number some 2,000 are scheduled to graduate in June, A census will be 

taken to determine the proportion of Catholics in the schools. 

Carey, Tiffin Plan Classes In Religion 

Toledo -- Two cities within the Toledo Diocese, Carey and Tiffin, have 

adopted plans to provide religious instruction for public school children. 

At Carey the plan pertains only to the high school students, Clasees 

will be conducted separately by Catholic clergy and those · or Lutheran, 

Methodist and Evangelical religions. The classes will be conducted in the 

school building on the first period of each Wednesday, Students will receive 

one credit a semester for the course. 

At Tiffin the plan is to roach the 800 to 900 children of the fourth to 

the eighth grades with a program of a non-sectarian character. Attendance 

will be voluntary, and written consent of parents will be required. 



Public-spirited citizens initiated the project and have organized the 
Tiffin Council of Religious Education. This organization is now conducting 
a campaign to raise $800 with which to engage a teacher for the second 
semester and to provide for supplies. 

Paul V Brown, Tiffin superintendent of schools, said that the teacher 
he selects with the approval of the council will submit an outline of the 
course· -which will be under his supervision. The course will consist, he 
said, of a presentation of Bible material without offending any group. 

The Tiffin program is p~tterned after one in operation at n0~rby Fremont, 
O., where 1,120 pupils of the first through the fifth grades arc now r eceiv­
ing Bible instruction at the schools. 

• 
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February 10, 1941 

THE MINOltI'fY REPORT 

THE ISSUE 

The Jews of America are now called upon to decide whether the funds they raise annually in their local communities through Welfare J'unds (or similar campaign bodi~s) are to be distributed as a result of their own study and experience through the decision of their own budgeting committee or by a small national committee to be named by the !oard of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds. 

EJTECT OF "ADVISORY 11 :RECOMMElIDATIONS 

It is sug~ested by the majority of the Committee to ltudy National Budgeting Proposals that any recommendations that are made to local communities for the distribut!on of funds will be "advisory" in character. Experience in­dicates, however, that tho effect of such "advisory" opinions is to become mandatory. The "advisory" recommendations of a national budgeting committee, clothed with authority by the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, with all the publicity that will bo centered upon it, and all the prestige which would accrue to it, would• ns a matter of course, oxorciso tremendous pressure upon local communities. 

Since the recommendations of allotments and ratios are to be purely "advisory" in character, it is evident that the agencies in the national and overseas fields will continue their separate efforts to persuade the local com­munities with respect to the merit of their requirements. They will continue an independent preoentation of their needs in each community. What purpose them is servod by a National Eudgcting Committee? 

The creation of a National !udgcting Committee, even though it ff183 style itself 11 adv1sory 11 will havo the following conaoqucnees: 

(a) It will have the ettect of eliminating the educational value 
which Jewish leaders in every community derive from a close 
stud¥ ot the needs and ct the relevant tacts with respect to 
the agencies which apply to their Welfare Funds. 

(b) It will create a hard mold of uniform thinking which mu.st in time unfavorably affect Jewish thought and movements in tho country. The thinking of a small committee, hand-picked by the Council, 
will be substituted for the thinking of representative men and 
women in hundreds of eitios in tho United States. The relation­ship between the local community leaders and the causes which 
they arr called upon to sorve, and in whoso behalf they are 
asked to raise funds, will become steadily less personal and 
leas informed. 

(c) The "advice" of a National Budgeting Committee will inevitably 
be colored by ita ideologic bias and will come to serve as a 
tized pattern for all Jewish communities in America. 
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FACT-FI11)ING IS NOT THE ISSUE 

The Co~ncil of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds has ample power 
at the present time to make factual stu~ies of every organization appearing 
before local Welfare Funds for contributions. Moreover, we arc strongly in 
favor of the Council expanding any services that may be needed in order to 
supply local communities with tactual data on the basis of which they make 
just and wise decisions in the matter of the distribution of funds. 

These facts, to a largo dogrcc, are already available, and as a result 
of the cooperative process which has been developed between the Council and 
various organize.tions, therG aro being created new and expanded f orms of 
information dealing with every phase of the activities of t h0sc organiza tions 
in America. Every community in America can have at its di sposnl al l tho perti­
nent dllto. with rospoct to their purposes, thoir pa,st es:pcnditi.:rcs, as woll as 
detailed analyses of their current budgets. This material is collected by 
the Cou..~cil, 8nd can be mnde avail~blc to all Welfare Funds. 

If it is only facts that arc involved, why is e National :Budge ting 
Commi ttcc being proposed to "ovalu.o.to" these facts T Is it not because facts 
themselves mus t be interpreted and, being interpreted. involvo a subjective 
approach? 

WHAT IS iiE.AllT IS EVALUATIOI 

Differences of opinion on id~ologi os wi ll det ermine decisions with 
respect to tho facts. Tho attempt to evaluate ideologi es by a Na tional 
Budgeting Committee constitues one of the most dangerous innovations in 
American Jewish communal life. It will sharpen and multiply conflict and 
divisiveness in every community. The Majority Report of the Committee ack­
nowledges the rele which varying points of view will play in the drafting 
of national bua.«eta. It is frt.4"lk enough to say that the introduction of a 
national budgeting service 

"does not mean that decisions on goals a.nd objectives of 
,ageacies would be governed ejtireir bl statistical 
formulae. The intan!ji bles, . such Ei s ideologies, would 
and should also Pl& their part.n 

It beclouds the issue to make it appe &r that basic to the idea of 
the National Budgeting Committee is the desirability of setting up a fact­
finding agency. The real purpose is not so much to tind the facts, which are 
available in abundant me&sure but to set up a group of men nationally selected 
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12_whom is to be entrusted the exclusive responsibilitl for fixing ratios of apportionment for all agencies parti.£_ipating in the local Welfare Funds, 

This tr~mendous responsibility is to be given to a group of what 1s called fair-minded, impartial men, It is obvious, however, that if there is any group of men competent through experience and lmowlcdge to act for and on behalf of American Jewry in matters of such gruat importnnc~, they must have acquired a definite point of Yiew with regard to the various problems of Jewish life and thoy arc bound to be conditioned by the ripened conclusions they have arrived at with regard to those probloms. There are leading personalities in the kn.:rican Jewish coJ:lD'lU.nity who arc well-meaning, devoted and conscientious, but thuy invariably have a point of view and whatever it may be, it has been tempered by their economic, social and cultural heritage and environment. In this scnce; every man belongs to one or another group in American Jewish life, 
In the upper economic level one point of view seems to predominate. It usually has great influence in communal life. The democratic procedure in the community serves the public inter~st by averaging against the views of individual leaders the majority opinion. Out of the amalgam, the sta.te of mind of the specific community, howav~r. colored, is fairly reflected; but to abs tract from each conmu.ni t:, Oll6 or two personali tics occupying place and pres­tige in the upper oconomic lcv0l with th~ir preconceived notions on the prob­blems of Jewish life would provide not an accur~to cross-s :ction of commu:ial opition, but would register merely the views of the top layer of one group. 
If American Jewry would be raising sufficient funds for the needs of all the agencies, it might be possible to apportion the funds on the basis of determinable expenditures. But the amounts collected are so in&dequate and the decisions r~ached deal chiefly with minimum reqDirements so that the question of evaluation arises and plays an important part in determining programs of work. In the field of evaluation the subjective point of view assumes dominant significance. l3ut evaluation there must be somewhere along the line. How is ~uch evaluation to be rcach0.d as bet~een one cause and another? 

That is a function that can bost be exercised in the local communities where the funds are raised and where local public opinion has a cha.nee to control. 

WHO IS AFFECTED BY UATIONAL :BUDGETING PROCESST 

There is an erroneous belief that all that is involved in the pro­posals for National Budgeting is the determination of ratios for the three agencies formerly in the United Jewish Appeal, Once there has been entrusted to a small commit tee of the Coi..•.ncil the power to recommend ratios, it is clear that all agencies, causes and movements in Jewish life will soon be similarly affected. 

Aro the civic-protbctive agencies, with their varying approaches to the Je\rish problem, prepared to entrust their fate into the hands of a small body of men who may or may not share their fundamental convictions? In the field of Jewish education, will the lay and profess1.onal educators accept the point of view of some men whose philanthropic outlook on Jewish life does not necessarily include an appreciation of Jewish education? 
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The awesome "power of the purse" is tra.di tional. Can any movement, having its roots in deep convictions concerning Jewish life and destiny place its fate in the hands of those who are not animated by the same convictions and outlook? Is it cause for wonder, then, that these proposals have aroused the greatest anxiety and oppositionT 

Until such time as Jewish communities in America are democratically organized in Jowish community councils, and in turn into a national organization representative of these community councils which would then be competent to speak for American Jewry in a truly democratic and representative manner, it 
would be best to leave each community to pass judgment on the validity of the appeals made to it, reinforced by such factual information and data as tho 
Council will supply. 

Welfare Funds now make local decisions with respect to scores of causes. They arc not deterred from making con tri bu tiono to such organi za t:'t o:ts v,s the Amcric&.n Je,.-,isl-i CommitteG, Ao0rican Jewish ConGress, :B'nai J3 1rith ar .. d ,7cwish 
Labor Committee because they function in similur fi elds. ~upport ia not ,ith­
held from Rias because its activities are in the same area as both the 1:~tional Rel'~ee Service anc. the .. Taint Distribution Committ0a , nor from Ort. 

To make it appear th~t unity in Am t~ ric c:.11 Israel will be preserved or 
achieved by this device of N~tional Bud.ecting is to nisload and to confuse tho 
real issue. The real issue is co:1trol and domin,- tion! 

THE MINORITY BECO?-0-iENDATIONS 

The minority mcrnbers of the Committee to Study National :Budgeting Pro­posals were compelled to reject the propos~ls of the majority members us herm­
ful a:1d dal~gcrous. In place of thom they submit the following proposals: 

(a) Every rcasonaolc effort should be made to work out equitable 
proposals for a roconsitution of the United Jewish Appeal in 
1941. 

(b) If those efforts fnil and if there will not be any United Jewish 
Appeal in 1941, tho Committee urges upon local communities to 
proceed to co:i.sidor tho i:1depondc::it e.pplicetions of the former 
beneficiaries of the United Jewish Appeal in the same spirit of 
fairness as they did before there was n United Jewish Appeal, 
and to allocate to each agency as their judgment, after a study 
of all available facts, will suggest. There should be no deley 
in fixing allocations or in proceeding immediately with a united 
campaign in each community. 

The Majority Report of the Committee to Study :Budgeting Proposals 
includes the suggestion that 1940 ratios might be ono of the 
measuring rods to be used in making initial allocations. It is 
a regrettable departure from the impartial fact-finding acrvico 
which the National Bud~eting Committee proposes to set up to 
suggest ratios before there has boon any definition of the needs. 
It should bo emphasized that tho 1940 ratios for the a&encioa 
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constituting the United Jewish Appeal were not the result of 
scientific evaluation. They were the r~sult of an agreement 
between the JDC and the UPA, as is indicated by the fact that 
only a amall percentage of the total sum raised by the United 
Jewish Appeal was actually divided by the 1940 Allotment Co~ 
mittee. In other years there were oth~r ugrecments. Enormous 
changes have taken place within the past year so that any ad­
herence to former ratios would be as unfair as to use the stand­ards of 1936 or 1939 as the criteria of how funds raised by 
American Jcw~J in 1941 may bo most constructively used. 

By urging that the 1940 ratios bo accepted by Amr rican Jewish 
communities as a g'l.!ide in the distribution of funds raised in 
1941, the Committee to Study National Budgeting Proposals has 
already infringed upon any budget committee to bo set up, by 
removing from its competence the largP-st part of 1hat might be 
subject to its decisions and by prejudicing in advance the 
thinking of such a budgeting committee with respect to the needs of the agencies. 

(c)The minority members of the committee believe that the fact-finding activities, both as regards programs of service and fina..1cial 
experience, should be enlarged and th~t these studies should be 
under the auspicos of the Council. 

THE COUNCIL SHOULD REI.AIN A FACT-FINDUTG BODY 

The Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare J'unds was created eight years ago to correlate information for the use of Welfare Funds and to further Jewish communal organization. 

We urge against transferring to the Council a power too great tor any handful of men to wield, when the fate of great causes is at stake. 

WHAT WILL BE THE DECISIOU OF THE ·11ELFA:RE FUMDST 

The Welfare Funds of Anlericn. are now e~aged in a referendum to de­termine whether they shall ncccpt the Majority Roport or the i~inor1ty Report of the Conunittao to study National :Budgeting Proposals. 

We arc a poople who have valued and fostered freedom of opinion. OUr communities have been open to all appeals - religious, sociological, national and educational. It was alweys conceded that all Jews cannot have the same uniform ideology but that each individual and every group has the right to adhere to any ideological principles they may find comp:?.ti ble with their think­ing. giving all other Je,,,s the freedom to do the same thing. 

Whatever may be the guise under which the propo~als of the majorit1 will be submitted to a referondum of the Welfare Funds, the consequence of acceptance will be tha t Americcn Jews will have turned over to a small committee of men not only the right to determine how the funds thoy contribute may be put to uso, but ~lso the power to dotorminc the value and tho relations of tho views, aims and aspirations which are part of Jo,,rish life in tho Uni tcd States. 
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The determining of this issue gives power to the small committee to determine 
the destiny of American Jewry. That power should be retained by the local 
communities and should hot be handed over to any National Budgeting Committee. 

The Minority Report asks of the Welfare Funds endorsement of the pro­
~osal that the fact-finding services of the Council shou~d. be ~Y.O!.~dod but 
that the work of evaluation and of budgetin~ be l eft to t he i nLLiv:-d~ul com-
munities where it properg bolon-'!_. ' 

i 



The Clevelann Press 
February 11,1941 

EAST OLEVELA1"D TO ACT ON SCHOOL RELIGION CLASSES 

An experimental plan !or religious education in the East Cleveland 
public school system will be ,resented to the East Cleveland School Board 
at its next meeting March 3. 

"The plan has been considered. by churches of East Cleveland, both 
Protestant and Catholic," said the Rev. Tho~as D. Ewing, secretary of the 
East Cleveland Ministers• Association. "If appr ved, it would go into 
effect next September at Kirk Junior High School. 

"There would 'be one class period each week for religious education. 
There would be one teacher for tho ProtestP.nts, ono for the Catholics and 
one for the Jewish children if they wanted. the program. Each church group 
would provide the teacher. No tax money would be involved. 

"Classes would be voluntary and parents I consent required. We hope 
that the classes may be hold in tho school instead of at the churches. If 
classes arc established in the hibh school later, the matter of school cre­
dit could be discussed. New York has put a plan of religious education into 
effect and Chicago is about to do so. 11 

A similar plan also was placed in effoct yostcrday in Youngstown pub­
lic high schools. 

11 It is a pa.rt of a n£-.tion-wide movement," said Dr. John R. Hagan, 
superintendent of parochial schools in tho Cleveland Catholic diocese. 

"It is now bei~ considered by the School J3oard in Akron. 11 

Institution of a religious education plan in a Cleveland suburb 
would mean that such a pl~ would be considered in Clevaland public schools, 

"Our religious educ~.tion depa.rtmont has been interested in the East 
Cleveland project and h~s boen quitely CMvassing sentiment for such work 
in the city schools," said the Rev. O. M. Walton, executive secretary of the 
Cleveland Church l.,ederation. "But no move has yet been made to request it. 11 
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Dear Babbi Silver: 

I am very sorry that you were unable to meet wi"th our Schools 
Committee last Thursday morning to discuss the Released Time 
Plan for religious education in connection with the public 
schools. The matter is an extremely important one, and we 
wanted your judgment in it. It is also of immediate signifi­
c:ence because of the consideration now being given the pro­
posal by the East Cleveland public schools. 

Those present e11pressed agreement with the report of our Com­
mittee which we submitted to you by mail. They were opposed 
to the Released Time Plan, whereby some children remain in 
regular classes while others receive religious instruction. 
They felt that if any proposal were to be adopted, the Dis­
missed Time Plan would be far preferable, providing for the 
dismissal of all children an hour earlier than usual and per­
mitting those who wanted to attend religious schools· to do so, 
while the others engaged in activities having no relationship 
to the public schools. 

They recommended further that a letter should be sent to the 
Su;perintendent of the East Cleveland Schools informing him 
that the Jewish community is equally concerned with the Pro­
testants and Catholics in the matter and stating that any 
change in the present arrangement should have the considera­
tion and the accoptanco of all three religious groups. Such 
a letter has been sent. 

It was likewise agreed that our Committee should confer with 
the Protestant and Catholic leaders who have been urging the 
Released Time Plan, before official consideration is givon it, 
to e11plain our position and try to arri vo at some common under­
standing. Such a meeting is contemplated. 

It is essential that we have a unitodposition in tho Jewish 
community in the mattor. Will you therefore ploase let us 
know whether our Commi tteo 1 1 judgment meets w1 th your approval. 
If we do not hear from you within the next d.q or two wo shall 
assume that you aro in agreoment with us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bab~.e elmer, Chairman 
Schoo s Committee 

February 12, 1941. 
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to the lxecutive Comittee& 

You probably alre~ have seen in the newspapers that the 
kst Cleveland Public Schools are considering the Released 
Time Plan for religious education. Our Schools Committee 
bas been studying the plan as it has operated in other cities 
and has anal7zea the various arguments for and against it. 

Jklcloaed is a report of the Oommittee1 s conclusions. You 
will note that it is opposed to the plan. At a meeting last 
week with the Babbie and heads of our Jewish religious schools, 
this opposition to the Released Time Plan was affirmed. 

The Committee has vri tten to the superintendent of the last 
Cleveland Schools, to inform him that the Jewish community 
ia equally concerned with the Protestant and Catholic groups 
in the matter, and that official action should have the con­
sideration and acceptance of all three religiou~ faiths. 

The Committee must have the judgment and authority of the 
lzecutive Committee behind it in any such negotiations. Ve 
are therefore calling a special meeting of the Executive 
Committee for this purpose for Wednesdaf, February 191 at 
12&45 p.m. sharp (after lunch) at the Commun! ty Council 
office in the Chester Twelfth ~ldg. 

The matter ia one of fundamental public policy and we must 
have a full meeting. I trust that you will attend. 

Jebru.ary 13, 1941 

Sincerel.7 yours, 

~L4~ 

Max Simon 
President 



Pebruary 18, 1941 

r. Philip Bernstein 
Cleve and Jewish eo-unity Council 
Che ter-Tweltth Buildiq 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear r. Be nateins 

Rabbi Silver ha requested me to eend 
you the enolo ed "Minority Report.• 

With beet ishee, I remain 

Very eincerel7 yours, 
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SPECIAL NOTING WEDNESDAY, DllUilY 26 

'Z9 ,!et Representatives: 

We have been requested to call a special meeting of tho Jewish 
Oommunit7 Council, and have set it for Wedn~ad.ey, February 26, at 
8100 p,m., at the Community Temple ( 9801 1'ucl!d Ave)• 

The purpose of the meeting will be to coneideT the proposal for 
a national budgetary advisory servicoc i'h: .. s prcposal is now 
being submi ttcd by the Council of Jow:sh )1,~d€::-at""on3 end Welfare 
J'unde for a referendum vote by its mombcr E.1.genc10s throughout tho 
country. While our Community Council is not a member of tho 
National Council of Jewish ledorations and therefore will not 
havo an official vote in tho referendum, those who have requested 
the mooting want the Community Council's considoration and judgment 
in this important question. 

Mr■. Benjamin Levine 
Mre.A.F. Menman I &Jtl onclosing two memoranda on tho subject. One is tho majority :~:bi~:;:~r Porath report of tho COIDIIli ttoo of the Council of Jewish Federations rocom-
Aaron Re•nick mending the plan. The other is tho minority report which opposes 
Rabbi Rudolph Ro.enthu l it 
Rabbi A. H. Silver • 
Abraham Stem 
Sidney N . Weit& 
Albert A. Woldman 

!ho quoetion ia briof ie whether authority should bo givon tho 
Bational Council of Jowish Fcdorations to sot up a national com­
mittoo which would not only supply local cocmnmitios with facts 
concerning tho national and overseas agencies which appoal to thom 
for support, but would also evaluate thom and would advise tho com­
munitioa with regard to the rolativo amounts they should be given. 
In tho past only a fact finding service has boon provided. 1'he 
ovaluation and budgeting has been loft entirely to each city, o~ 
cept when beneficiary a«oncios themsolvos a«rood upon tho J'ropor­
tions they should rocoivo. 

'l'he question is ono of doop intorcet and vital importan.co. It needs 
serious and thorough conaidoration. 

Will you thorcforo ploaao road and s tu~ carefully tho oncloscd 
statements. Only with such a background con . tho matter receive 
the typo of discussion it morita. Likewise, only n full attend.Nico 
of tho Council can rofloct tho sentiment of all aloments of our 
communit7. Please be euro to attend. 

lobruary 20, 1941 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Max Simon 
President 



(Official letter of transmittal from Council of JewlSA 
Federations and Welfare Funds to its member agencies.) 

Name of Organization 
Address 

Gentlemen: 
... . 

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

Final Draft 

February 20, 1941 

Attention of , President --------
The General Assembly of the Coi.mcil of Jewish Federations and 

Welfare Funds, at its meeting in Atlanta on February 2nd, received the final 
report and recommendation~ of its special committee on National lru.dgeting 
Proposals. This Committee had been authorized at the ~oard1s Mey 1940 meet­
ing in response to the maey requests from the Council member agencies through­
out the country. After an intensive study, the Committee defined basic prin­
ciples for a na tional advisory- budget service which wer e adopted at the 
October 1940 meeting of the ~onrd of Directors. 

The final report of the Committee, considered at Atlanta, recom­
mends that every additional effort should be mad e to bring about a re-estab­
lishment of tho United Jewish App~al for Overseas anQ R0fugee Needs. The 
report also urges local communities to do th~ir utmost t o support the ovel'­
seas and national causes. The report reaffi rms the rri'.".ciple of joint fund 
raising by local communities and advises that thi s p .. i.1edplc be strengthEmcd, 
irrespective of whether the appeals are received fr o~1 t l e agencies separately 
or jointly. These recommendations of the Committee received unanimous ap­
proval. 

The othur major recomm~ndation of the report -- tho establishment 
of a national advisory b~dgct s~rvico -- was accepted by the Comrnittoa after 
careful consideration with one dissenting vote. The report indicates the 
feasibility of establishing such service and expressed the belief that they 
can be made increasingly. helpful to the Council's member agencies. The Board 
of Directors of the Council, after full dincussion of all phases of the matter, 
adopted the Committee's report and recomnended that such an advisory service 
be made available to assist its member agencies with their budgeting problems. 
Seventeen members of the Board of Directors voted in favor of the proposal 
and five against. 

The Board had intended to present the proposal to the General 
Asaembly at Atlanta for action. However, this was not feasible, due to the 
fact that the Committee on Credentials (Mr Joseph P Loeb, Los Angeles, Mr 
Simon Shetzer, Detroit and Mr Reuben! Resnik, Dallas) reported th~t the by­
laws of the Council on member-~ency voting were somewhat ambiguous as to 
voting procedure and did not clearly indicate who might be considered 
"accredited voting delegates" at the Assembly. Therefore, the !oard decided 
to refer the matter to the entire membership so that each member agency might 
have an opportunity to register its views. 
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It therefore becomes necessary for your agency to consider the pro­
posal, April first has been set as the date for completing the voting, and we 
therefore request that you bring this to the attention of your orgenization 
officially as soon as possible. The ballots will becounted in accordance with 
the provisions of the by-laws indicating the number of votes to which each 
member is entitled, 

You will find enclosed with this communication the following docu­
ments: 
( 1) The report of the Comm1 ttee to Study National :Bud&eting Proposals which 

was approved by the Comicil 1s Eoard of Directors. 
(2) A Minority Report, submitted by Mr Henry Monter, 
(3) A list of member agencies and the number of votes to which each is entitled, 
(4) Two copies of tho referendum ballot, - one to be returned to the Council 

office, a.nd a duplicate for your files. 

The details of the national advisory bud€et service are contained 
in the committee report bo~inning on page 11 (page 6 of your draft) with Item 3 -and including Items 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. 

(1) 

( 2) 

(3) 

Specifically the plan provides for: 

A National Committee representing welfare funds to furnish an advisory 
budget service for member agencies, 
A competent fact-finding service to make intensive studies of the programs 
and finances of the va.rious overseas and national agencies appealing to 
welfare funds for s~pport, togcthor with such other studies as may be re­
quired by tho Committee or be helpful to member ar-cncies, 
As a first practical step, a Special Commission of 5 to 9 lay representa­
tives of member agency cities to deal with the specific problon:· of the 
three agencies hcrotofore included in the UJA, and m~kc recommendations 
concerning the requirements and budgetary needs of these agencies for 
1941. This special commission will act independently, as outlined in 
Item? pp, 11-12 (page~ of your draft), 

Approval of the project means only that tho Council will be author­
ized to extend its fact-finding services, to transmit evaluations and recom­
mendations and submit them to member agencies for such uso in local budgoting 
as each commu.:1ity cares to make of them. It shouln be specifically understood 
that favorable action on this proposal by a member ~Y docs not in aey 
sense bind it to use, accept or to be guided b~ ~ recommendations that ma.i 
grow out of the project. Since a large number of our rnembor agencies have 
expressed a desire for this type of bud&ot service, approval by your organiza­
tion and other members will permit the Council to give this service to those 
who want it, 

I hope it will be possible for your agency to take action promptly 
so that the ]oard ot Directors may proceed.· Please advise the Council office 
if any further information or explanation is desired. 

V·ery s inccrely, 

(signed) H, L. LURIE 
lxecutive Director 



REFERENDUM OF THE ESWLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL 
ADVISORY BUDGET SERVICE 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

The of at a meet-__ (_n_am_e-of_ag_en_cy-) ---- ___ (_c_i-ty-) ---
ing on ________ considered the following proposals approved by the {date) 
~oard of Directors of the Council: 

1. That the Council establish a national advisory budget service 
f or national and ov~rseas agencies appealing to local communities for support, 
as set forth in the Report of the Committee to Study National Budgeting 
Proposals (Items 3, 4, 5, Epp. 11-12-page ~ of your draft) which recommends 
tha t the Counci l aet up fact-f i nding and advisory services under an appro­
priate committee. 

( name of a.",ency) 
( a) approves _____ _ 

( b ) disappro res 

2. That as an ini.tial step a Special Cor1,rn. i~~ ion be set u.p; an se t 
forth in the Rep ort of the Committee (Item 7 pp . 11- ).c:'-,)c..D'e 6 of c·!r o.raf 1v) 

to formulate advisory recommcndn. tions on t he ncedn o::' t .1e JDC, t he 7J?A an:. 
the NRS in 1941. 

_______________ (a) approved _____ _ 
(name of agency) 

(b) disapproves ___ _ 
Approval of these projects does not in any sense imply any commit­

ment on the part of this member agency to utilize the services or findings 
of these committees. 

Signed by ______________ _ 
(officer) 

(NOTE TO JEWISH COiiliruNITY COUNCIL REPRESENTAT!VES: This ballot is sent to you merely for your information, to note specifically the issues which are to be voted upon by the member agencies of ''the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare l'unds.) 



JEWISH COMhUNITY COUNCIL 

Summa!7 of •a Special Meeting Wednesday. February.26, 1941, 8:30 p.m., at the 
Communitl Templ~ 

l. Attendance There were present 126 representatives; 9 members of the Jewish 
Welfare Federation !oard of Trustees in addition to the 16 others 

who were present as official members of the Council; and 3? visitors. 

2. Purpose Mr M8 x Simon, chairman, explained that the meeting had been called 
at the request of some members of the Council for the special pur­

pose of considering the propos,3d national advisory budget service of the Council 
of Jewish Federations e.nd Welfare Funds. The representatives already had received 
through the mail copies of the majority and minority reports of the committee of 
the national Council ex,laining the proposals and the reasons for and against it, 
the letter of transmittal for the referendum which was being conducted nationally, 
and the ballot setting forth the two questions which Federations and Welfare Funds 
were being requested to act upon. 

The first question was whether the national Comlcil should estab­
lish advisory budget service for national and overseas agencies appoaling to local 
colllli,u,nitics for financial support. The socond question was whether as a first 
step, a Commission of 5 to 9 persons should be appointed to make rccomJend.ations 
for 1941 for the Joint Distribution Committoc, the Unitod Palestine Appeal, and 
the National Refugee Service. The Commission would be appointed by the president 
of th€ national Council, the chairman of its Board, and the chairman of its Com­
mittee on National Budgeting Proposals, subject to confirmation by the Board of 
the Council. The Board would not have the power the~eafter to change or pass on 
the decisions of the Commission. 

Rejection of the first proposal would automatically dispose of 
the second, the chairman stated. Approval of the first would req~ire separate 
action on the second. 

The matter was now being submitted to the more than 200 member 
Federations and Welfare l\!nds of the national Council in a referendum for their 
approval or rejection. If approved, the national Council would be empowered to 
implement the proposals. 

As noted in the call for the meeting, the Cleveland Jewish Com­
munity Council was not a member of the national Council and had no official vote 
in the referendum. The question was one of vital interest and widespread concern, 
however, and commanded the earnest consideration of every thinking Jew. It was 
clear that there was a sharp divergence of opinion on the matter, some believing 
the proposal to be constructive and a force for unity. others believing that it 
would be har-mful a.nd would divide Jewry. 

Every shade of opinion was represented in the Community Council, 
In addition to the official representatives, the members of the Jewish Welfare 
Federation Board of Trustees had been invited to attend, to heer the dicussion, 
and to participate in the meeting. The Federation had the responsibility for cast­
ing Cleveland 1s official vote in the referendum. 

There had been some question of the wisdom of the Community 
Council's calling the meeting, and whether this matter came within the scope of 
the Council, the Chairman stated. The Council had not only the right but the duty 
to discuss questions which bore so deeply into Jewish life, he said. Likewise, 
if the Council could not be trusted to consider such questions, it had no reason 
for existence. The purpose of the meeting was not to create tension, but rather 
to relieve it; to have a frank and intelligent discussion, with all points of view 
expressed, rather than the separate meetings which otherwise would probably have 
occurred where only one aide was likely to be heard. 

The meeting was then opened for discussion by the representatives 
and invited guests. 

3. Discussion In the discussion which followed, the proposal was suypO 
Joseph M Berne. Mrs Siegmund Herzog, and Edward M Baker; and was 

opposed by Saul Danaceau, Albert J.. Wold.man, Rabbi Armond E Cohen, Rabbi lludolpi 
Rosenthal, Ezra Z Shapiro, Rabbi BR Briclmer, and Rabbi AH Silver. The various 
points ma.de in behalf of the plan, and in opposition to it, are summarized below. 
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Rabbi Cohen informed the Council that the Board of tho Cleveland Jewish Center 
had adopted a resolution in opposition to the budget plan. The resolution was 
read. Mr Wolclman stated that the Administra tive Committee of the .American 
Jewish Congress had voted unanimously to oppose it, and read from a letter from 
Dr Stephen S Wise, urging local communities to reject the plan. 

4. Fact Finding There was no difference of opinion on the value of the fact-
finding service which the Council of Jewish Federations had 

been renderinb• It was urged that this fact finding should be continued and ex­
panded. The difference arose as to whether the Council should attempt to inter­
pret and evaluate these facts and submit judgments on the agencies, rather than 
sending only the facts and leaving it to each community to evaluate them. Those 
who favored the proposal believed that the Council should add such judgment. 
Those who opposed the plan, urged that the Council should confine itself to ob­
.iecti ve facts. 

5. National ~nd Overseas It was explained that the proposal involved only 
national and overseas Jewish agencies. It was not 

intended to render any judgments on local agencies. This would be left complete­
ly to each community, as in the past. 

6. DemocracY: It wns stn.ted. by Rabbi Cohen, Rabbi Rosenthal, Mr Wold.man, 
and Rabbi Briclmer, that the plan was undemocratic. 

Firstly, it wo'l.!ld centralize power in the hands of a small group. Instead of 
giving the people at large more voice and more participa tion in these decisions. 
it would give them less. The proposal with reference to the Joint Distribution 
Committee, United Palestine Appeal, and National Refugee Service, would place 
decisions in a group of 5 to 9 men, with no one else having the right to r eview 
or veto their action~ This "irresponsibility" had no parallel in Jewish life• 
Rabbi Rosenthal stated. and wns directly contrary to the basic tenet of democra­
cy, namely respo:.sibili ty to the people. 

In the opinion of Rabbi Cohen, the institution of such a 
plan would represent an "unthinkable surrender of autonomy and sovereignty 11 by 
the communities of America. The power would be given to the national Council of 
Jewish Federati ons. composed of Federations which historically were not democra­
tic in t heir composition and ,-,hich were partially self perpe tuating in their 
leadership, he said. Only when democratic Community Councils had been organ­
ized throughout the country, and a national organization representa tive of these 
Councilshad been created, would the communities be willin~ to give up any of 
their autonomy, he believed. In his judgment. the fundamental issue was a test 
of AJnerican Jewry's d.evotion to democracy, as applied to Jewish life. 

No two communities were alike, Rabbi Briclmer pointed out. 
Emotions as well as calm judgment must be recognized as a factor in budget de­
cisions. The essence of democratic practice was to teach people how to think, 
rather than what to think. 

Mr Berne, on the other hand, stated that the Federations 
had been the greatest influence for communal harmony in American Jewish life. 
They had brought togeth0r all elements of Jewry to participate in one breut cause, 
namely the raising of funds for their fellow Jews in need. He could not agree 
that the Federations were not democratic. 

He stated further that the major purpose of Federations and 
Welfare Funds wa s to raise money, and pointed out that L1 the last Welfare Fund 
campaign 2-1/3 percent of the contributors had given 58 percent of tho money 
raised, ana, tbat- 7 ·perceati ol\ the contributors had given 75 percent of the money 
raised. The Federation and Fund of necessity had t0 secure lea.dership which 
would have the influence to raise funds under these conditions, he sa id. Lsader­
ship could not be changed overnight, he stated, and he asked t hose ~ho were 
critical of it to determine whether they were primarily interested in the Feder­
ation's raising money or in some other factor. 

Mr Baker deacribed democracy as an unfolding process, 
which had developed degree by degree. The action of the Cleveland Federation in 
sponsoring the formation of tho local Community Council was in line with that 
trend, and the Federation had been responsive to the changing requirements of 
the community. Rccogni tion had been given to all worthy causes, inclu.0.ing those 
with which the leadership of the Federation was not in complete agr0emont. He 
deplored the injection of any clans issue into the consideration of the proposal, 
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7. Promotion Mrs Herzog, Mr Baker, and Mr Berne stated that the plan 
was not in any sence an attempt by the national Council to 

impose its will upon th<' coc.ntry, Rather, they said, many comnn.mities had clam­
ored for such service, and had been re~~esting it from the national Council for 
years. More than 40 cities had a sked for a nati c,nal budget service, and this 
demand had been intensified by the confusion reeulting from the decision of the 
J.D.C., U.P.A., and N.R.S., not to have a joint na tional appeal in 1941. 

Rabbi Silver did not believe that there hcid been any urgent 
demand from the country for such a service. He stated furthermore tha t the 
original intent had been to push through a vote at the Atlanta Ass embly, but that 
confusion as to voting procedure and the opposition which had been expressed 
there had forced submission of tho matter to the communiti es in a national refer­
endum. 

Rabbi Cohen felt that the sponsorship of the proposal was 
strongest among those who believed. in the liquidation of the nationhood of the 
Jewish people. 

a. J.D.C. Position Mr Berne stuted that part of the opposition to the plan 
had taken the form of a vigoru'U.S criticism of the Joint 

Distribution Committee, a criticism which he felt was entirely unjust and most 
unfortunate. The J.D.C. and its le ders were interested not only in European 
relief, but r..ad demonstro.te<l. a deep concern for Palestine and Jewish cultural 
activity. Not only had they given substantial support for such \fork, but they 
had likewise spent vast sums in Poland ,.md Ea.stern Europe, disproving any con­
tention tha t they were interested only in German Jewry. This work of salvation 
was going on in Europe and all over the world, de5pite the war, and without in 
any way aiding Germany. An..v rt•.mors to the contrary must be stopped, he urged. 
The belief that the J.D.C. w~s responsible for the breakup of the United Jewish 
Appeal nationally likewise was false, he said. 

To this, Mr Baker added tha t to characterize the J.D.C. 
leadership as persons desirin,:" to li q_u.idate Jewish life was both unfair and un­
realistic. Their entire history of activity disproved. any such contention. And 
that it was impossible to carry out a policy of assimi lation even if people 
wanted to, mu.st be appn.ren t to everyone by t .:li s t ime, he said. 

In reply, . .Mr . Shapiro ~nd Rabbi Silver stated that no one 
had attacked the J.D.C. leadership or itn activity, and th~t the J.D.C. was not 
on trial. Both had demonstrated t heir supp0rt for the J.D.C. by actively camp­
aigning for it for many years, as had other opponents of the bu.dget proposal. 
Neither the J.D.C. nor the German Jews needed a defense, they said. The i1.D.C. 
was not the sponsor of the budget plan. 

9. National Council Rabbi Silver had pointed out that his opposition to the 
plan was not in any sonse an opposition to the national 

Council of Jewish Federations. On the contrary, it was as a friend of the Council 
and as a member of its Board that he opposed it. The Council had done splendid 
work in its fact finding service and was indispensabl~ in t his fi eld. This 
should be expanded and more financial s~pport sho~ld be given to it to make 
such expansion possible, he said. The moment it departed from such service and 
entered the field of evaluation and judgment, however, it would lose its ob­
jective character, and not only its interpretations but even its facts would 
come to be questioned. Its integrity would be effected, and the result would be 
a calamity for the usefulness of the Council. 

10. Criticism Mr Berne deplored also the criticism which he said had 
been made ofthe N.R.s. and the Federation leadership. 

Extension of such criticism would bring chaos and wo~ld affect the success of 
fund raising efforts. Attacks could not be ma.de and confidence could not be 
destroyed, except for a great cause, he said. Vituperation must be eliminated, 
and fairness must be extended to all. Otherwise, all causes would suffer. 

Individuals could be found in any group who had been guilt7 
of conduct unvorthy of Jews, ~r Baker pointed out. To denounce the entire group 
tor the actions of thesG persons was manifestly unfair and was the vory practice 
which Jowa have long condemned. For any Jew to eneugo in such unfair tactics 
was a distinct disservice ,le Jewr:,. 
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Rabbi Silver and Mr Shapiro agreed that vituperation had 
no place in such disC"U.ssions. The consideration was purely one of issues, and 
should hav~ no affect on pers~nal relationuhips. The absence of vituperative 
criticism of J,D.C. and N.R.S. leadership should apply likewise to the U.P.A. 
leadership, it was said. 

If there were any differences with individuals, they stated 
that it was with the views of thefje men on this issue. and not with them ae 
personalities. 

11. Ideology Mr Shapiro, Rabbi Silver, and others stated furthermore 
that there were basic differences of id~ology, and that 

this could not honestly be overlooked. There was no disagreement that tho J.D.C. 
neods were critical and that vast sums were needed for it, The question, however, 
was what proportion of the total funds ahould be used for th0se immediate needs, 
and wha t part should be spent at the same timll for \·that Zionists believed to be 
the more constrectivc, long time solution for tho problem. They wore convincod 
th~t to concentrate overwhelmingly upon immediate needs would be to make a tragic 
mistake - a mistake which had been made after tho last war, and a practice to 
which they were fundamentally opposed. 

Mr Berne stated that the J.D.C. also had an ideology, that 
of immediate service to those in need, but that the present difference between 
the U.P.A. and J.D.C. was a matter of only a small percent. The real issue, he 
said, was the question of how the maximum a.mount could be raised for all of these 
causes. 

12. Unity Mr B~rne stated also tha t he was more interested in harmony 
than anything else, and that t bi s wa~ all important, 

Ame ican Jewry could not afford internal quarreling and attacks in these critical 
times, with the future of JP-wry p8rhaps depending upon what was now being done. 
To be divided Wc.?.S "ma~ness", he SP.id, Mrs Herzog. too, expressed a desire for 
unity. and said that it was to avoid strife and fricti~n in communities that the 
budget proposal was being made. 

Rabbi Rosenthal, Rabbi Brickner, and Rabbi Silver pointed 
out that rather than build unity, the proposal would split Jewry as it had not 
been split in a generation. That this would happen was clear from the emotions 
that already had been aroused and tho allignmcnts that had taken place, and in 
the interest of unity they urged that the plan be defeated. They stated also 
that others than Zionists were opposed to the plan. 

13. Time Mr Berne pointed out tha t the initiation of the proposal 
had its beginning in th0 appointment by the national Co~ncil 

of a special Committee to study the possibility of national budgeting in tho 
summer of 1940, before thero was any breakup of the United Jewish Apponl; and 
that the commi ttoc had come to the BoF.rd of the :::i e. tional Council for approval of 
its recommendations in October, 1940, when the negotiations with regard to a 1941 
United J cwi sh Appeal had only bogun. 

Nevertheless. Rabbi Bri ckner. Rabbi Rosenthal, Mr Wold.man, 
and Rabbi Silver thought that the proposal was premature, and that t his was the 
worst time in which to attempt to put it through. The coimtry was in no mood 
or temper to introduce so radical an innovation, in a period of war tension and 
when the nation and Jewry were on the verge of new developments. Why go into it 
because some indolent communities requested the service, Rabbi Briclmer askod, if 
it will tear Jewish life to shreds. If it has merit, it should be:tt~r come by 
gradual evolutton,he said, and there would be no great harm in takir..g Em.other year 
to considor it. Rabbi Si lvcr like .rise felt that so import"n t a q_uer. tion rho•·.ld 
not be forced through in 6 or 8 months, Actually the final report of ~he Cor.unitteo 
had not been accepted U.!ltil the night beforo it was presented to tho nation~ 
Assembly in Atlanta, and none of the Committee members had seen it until thoy 
arrived there. Tho proposal wns for a permanent plan, and not just a temporary 
arrangement for one year. Why the haste, he asked. 

14. Optional or Mandatory Those in favor of the plan emphasized that the service 
would be only advisory in character. Each commu.~ity 

would be free to accept or reject the recommendations of the netional coI!lj.1~.tc~e 
which would be created. There was certainly no r.iorG danger in thi 3 thct.r.. ir.. the 
present system of budgeting, they said, with the same kind of people doi~1u tho 
budgeting. In essence, it was a matter of confidence, they believed. 
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To say that these recommendations would become mandatory 

was fantastic, it was said. No small group of people could secure and wield such 
power in American Jewish life. and totalitarianism in American Jewish life was 
impossible. Rather. communitit.s wo't!ld use this service merely as a guide, and 
if they didn 1t like the recommendations they would ignore them. Instead of 
fearing standardization in Jewish life.disruption was more to be feared, it 
was stated. The national Council had no desire to exercise any compulsory will 
over its cons ti tuvnts.,. 

On the other han~, the opponents of the plan believed that 
despite its technically advisory character, the na tional budget service would 
become largely compulsory and would become an allocutions committee instead of 
only a budg~t advisory eom~ittee, Few people. particularly in small and medium 
COIIlIIl\lilities, would take it upon themselves to challenge the recommendations of 
a committee which would have great prestige by its very nature and by its access 
to professional assistance. The Zionists could not be asked to put the fate of 
their movement into the tands of such a small committee, with the chance of 
stran~ling the Zionist movement. 

15. Impartial or Subjective The opponen,:t; of the plan contended furthermore 
that it was impossible to find i partial people 

who were vitally interested in tho3e matters. One could not be objective about 
such questions, and recommendations would have to be colored by basic points of 
view. Tho requirement th~t persons appoint~d to the national budget Committee 
would have to sever ttcir connections with the n~tional agencies involved did 
not alter this situation, they believed, since such artificial action could not 
change the views ~nd outlook they h~d built up in a lifetime. 

Specificnlly. they objected to a Committee which would be 
chosen by three people, two of whom would be the president of the national Council 
and chairman of its Board. They cited statement8 and actions of these two indivi­
dualswhuh they said were definitely anti-Zionist in character, and they could not 
trust the fate of their movement to a Comrnitteo which they would select, 

Some felt more generally that the projection of the plan at 
the present tiinc would put tho future of Jewish life in the hands of persons whose 
record had been one of opposition to Zionism. This they could not do• particul­
arly when the entire position of the Jewish people and the future of Palestine 
might be at stake in th~ deliberations to follow the war. Local communities 
sho~ld not surrender the right to determine tho validity of tho questions in­
volved, they believed. 

The claim that the Allotment Committee of the 1940 United 
Jewish Appeal had demonstrated that a Committee could be chosen and function to 
the satisfaction of all parties concerned, we.s discounted with the statement that 
this committee had distributed only the surplus after the agencies themselves had 
agreed upon a division to meet their minimum requirements. The agencies thus 
had assured themselves of their minimum operation. and this was far different from 
turning over the entire decision and allocation to such a committee, it was sai~. 

The advocates of the plan. on the other hand, while agree­
ing that no one could be completely objective, thought that persons could be fo:.md 
who were sufficiently !air to do justice to all groups and agencies. As a matt er 
of fact, fair minded men would loan over backward to do ·justice to agencies wi tn 
which they were not in complete agreement, r c.ther than the reverse. it was stntoa.. 

16. Need Mr Berne pointed out that there were great variations 
among different cities in the proportions of funds granted 

to the national and overseas agencies. It did not apparently represent an in­
telligent distribution of funds. The information on these agencies took months 
to compile, and months to digest. He believed that the budget committees in 
local communities wanted more than just information - they wanted the judgment 
of those who had compiled the information and understood it most fully. With 
that assistance, he thought the communities could make their allocations more 
intelligently and with greater understanding. If communities wanted this 
service, they sho11ld be permitted to have 1 t. And if they d.idn' t like the advice, 
they didn't have to uae it. Mr Baker felt, too, that to oppose the budget plan 
would be to dony the service to those cities that wanted it. 
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Rabbi Briclmcr, on the other hand, believed that it was 
an indolent procedure for communities. Tl ey should be given all of the facts, 
he thought, and sho11ld then r,1ak~ their O\·m analysis and ,jud&ment of them. Further­
more, he was not concerned primarily with solving the problems of other communi­
ties in this matter. He believed that the question to be faced primarily by Cleve­
land as a basis for its vote was, does Cloveland need t his service! He believed 
that the BudgGt Committee in Clev0land was competent to form its own judgments, 
with the full facts before it, and that it did not need the evaluation and 
interpretation of a national committee. Why voto for a d~bious proposal, ho 
asked, when there is no apparent need for tho service in Cleveland. 

Rabbi Silver and :Rabbi Rosenthal likewise felt that Cleve­
land had not asked for the service and did not need it. It was stated further­
more th~t other large communities had not asked for it, and that the major 
advocates of the plan came from eastern cities that did not have Jewish W8 lfare 
Funds -- and yet it was the Welfare Funds for whom the plan was being proposed. 

17. Action It was moved by Ur Danucea.u, and duly seconded, that the 
Comrmmi ty Council should. oppose the national budget plan 

in the following resolution: 

The Cleveland Jowish Community Council, organized -under the 
sponsorship of the Cleveland Jewinh Welfare Federation as a 
democr&tically rep1·esontu.tivc body of our Jewish commu."li ty, at a 
special mcetine of its full body of delegates, after duo discussion 
and consideration of the proposals of the national Council of Je,-,ish 
Fede:. ati ons anJ Welfare Funds for the establishment of a so-called 
National Advisory Budget Service and~ special commission to make 

recommendations on the needs of the Joint Distribution CollWlittee, 
the United Palentine Appeal, and the National Refugee Service, 
hereby expresses its disapproval of such proposals and urges The 
Cleveland Jewish Welfare Federati on and Welfare Fund to reject 
such projects at the forthcoming r ef erendum thereon. 

Be it further resolvad that a copy of the foregoing Resolution 
be sont to The Cleveland Jewish Welfare Federation a~d Welfare Fund 
and to the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds. 

In a risi:ig vote this resolution was adopted, voicing 
tho Community Council 1s opposition to the national budget plun, by a vote of 
approximately 81 to 2. 

18- The m0cting was then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(signed) Philip Bcr.istein 

Secretary 



Jewish Community Co1:.ncil 
Chester-Twelfth Bldg. 
CHerrlr 8176 

February 27, 1941 

REPORT OF THE NCMINA? ING COMMITTEE 

The following persons are recommended to serve as Officers 
and members of the Executive Committee of the Jewish Community 
Council for the year 1941: 

Philmore J Haber 
Ezra Z Shapiro 
Jerome N Curtis 
Mrs A F Mellman 
Abraham S~ern 
Philip Bernstein 

- President 
- First Vice-President 
- Second Vice-President 
- Third Vice-President 
- Treasurer 
- Secretary 

EXECU'1IVE COM?•iITTEE 

Milton P Altschul 
Edwa:cd M Baker 
Rabbi Ea Brickner 
Mrs George Burkin 
Rabbi Armond E Cohen 
Rabbi Louis Engelberg 
George W Furth 
Rabbi David Genuth 
Rabbi Harold Goldfa1·b 
Mrs Joseph Goldha.mer 
Mrs Joseph H Gross 
Myron Guren 
A I Ha'l.".smaJ1 

Davi& Ralph Hertz 
Mrs Siegm~.nd Herzog 

Irvi ng Hexter 
Dr S F M Hirsch 
Max Kohrman 
SL Kossof 
Mrs Benjamin Levine 
Dr I Milcoff 
A E Persky 
Rabbi Israel Porath 
Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal 
Rabbi AH Silver 
I{ax Si on 
Mrs Clarence Weidenthal 
Julius Weisberg 
Maurie Wel tman 
Albert Wold.man 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE NOM!l~ATING COMMITTEE 

(Members: Jerome N Curtis•, Benjamin Goldish, 
Myron Guren, Mrs Benjamin Levine, James H 
Miller, Herbert Rosenthal, Julius Schweid*) 

• Mr Curtis did not participate in his nomination as second vice-president, 
Mr Schwcid was out of the city. 

ARTICLE VIII, Section 4 of the Constitution: "At least fifteen days before each 
annual meeting the list of nominations for officers and members of the Executive 
Committee made by the Nominating Committee shall be mailed to each representative, 
Such nominations, together with any additional written nominations, signed by 
fifteen representatives and submitted to the chairman of the Nominating Committee 
or to the Secretary of the Council not later than three days before the annua~. 
meeting, shall be presented to the annual meet;.ng. Only from the names so non­
ina ted shall be elected the officers and members oft.he Executive Committoe"., 
Official petition blanks for writton nominations may be secured from the Secre­
tary of tho Council. 



Officers 

Prnldent 
Mu:Simoo 

Firat Vioe-Pr••id•nt 
Philmore J. Haber 

Second Vioe-PrHident 
Esra z. Shapiro 

Tliird Vioe-PrNident 
Mn. Clarence Weidentbal 

r, ••• u,er 
Mu Kohrman 

Seoretary 
Philip Bern■tein 

Executive 
Committee 

Milton P. Altachul 
Edward M. Baker 
Rabbi B . R. Brickner 
Rabbi Armond K. Cohen 
Jerome N . Curt!• 
hadore Fiueailver 
Geor1e W. Furth 
Rabbi David Genuth 
Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
Mr■. Jo■eph Goldbamer 
Mrs. Jo■eph H. Gro■1 
MyronGuren 
A. I. Hauaman 
David Ralph Herta 
Mn. Siqmund Her1011 
Dr. S. F. M. Hinch 
Rabbi Hua;o Klein 
Milton J. Lapine 
Mr■. A. H. Levine 
Mr■. Benjamin Levine 
Mr■. A. F . Mellman 
A. K. Per■ky 
Rabbi bract Porath 
Aaron Resnick 
Rabbi Rudolph Ro■entbu l 

Rabbi A. H. Silver 
Abraham Stern 
Sidney N. Weita 
Albert A. Woldman 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. - CHerrv 8176 

Babb1 A.H. Silver 
The !emple 
Ba.at 105 Street and hael Road 
Cleveland• Ohio 

Dear Babbi Silver: 

lncloaed ie a cop7 of the reaolution adopted 
b7 !he Jewiah Co•imit7 Council at it• •••t­
ine Wedneec1ay enning, which I waa instructed 
to tran.aai\ to 7ou ae Chainum of the Jewiah 
Welfare hnd. Oomittee. 

Jebrua.17 28, 1941 

S1.ncerelT you:ra 

~~ 
Max Siaon 
Preaident 



Officer• 

Pree/dent 
MHSimoo 

Firat Vl~-Prealdent 
Philmore J. Haber 

Second VJ~-Prealdent 
Esra z. Shapiro 

Third Vlce•P'realdent 
Mra. Clarence Weidentbal 

Truau,e, 
MuKolinnan 

Seo,eta,y 
Philip Bern■teiu 

Executive 
Committee 

Millon P. Altachul 
Edward M. Baker 
Rabbi B. R Brickner 
Rabbi Armond B. Cohen 
Jerome N . Curt!• 
ludore Fioeailver 
Geor1e W. Furth 
Rabbi David Geoutb 
Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
Mra. Joaeph Goldbamer 
Mr,. Jo■eph H. Gr011 
MyrooGureo 
A. I. HaullDIID 
David Ralph Herta 
Mra. Sie1muod Her11011 
Dr. S. F. M. Hinch 
Rabbi Hu10 Klein 
Milton J. Lapine 
Mn. A. H. Levine 
Mr1. Beltjamin Levine 
Mr,. A. F. Mellman 
A. B . Penky 
Rabbi llrael Porath 
Aaron Remick 
Rabbi Rudolph Rotenlha l 
Rabbi A. H . Silver 
Abraham Stern 
Sidney N. Welt11 
Albert A. Woldman 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

1l I S O L U T I O I -----------

Adopted b7 the Cleveland Jewiah Co•unit7 Council on 
ledneaday e-rening, Jebruary 26, at the Co11J11W1it7 Temple: 

The Cleveland Jewiah Comunit7 Council, orpn11ed 
under the aponaorahip of !'he Cleveland Jewiah lelfar• 
federation aa a deaocraticall7 repreaentatiTe boq of our 
Jewish co1111unit7, at a special meeting of it• full boq 
of delegate,, after due diacua1on and conaideratlon of 
the propoaala of the national Oouncil of Jewiah Jedera­
tiona and lelfare hnda for the eatabliahment of a ao­
called lational Adviaory Budget Service and a apecial 
co1111iaaion to make reco•en4ationa on the needa of the 
Joint Diatribution Coamittee, the United Paleatine Appeal, 
and the lational Refugee SerTice, hereb7 expr••••• ite 
dlaapproval of euch proposal• and urgea 'l'he Cleveland 
Je•i•h leltar• federation and lelfare fund to reJect 
auch proJecta at the forthcoming referendwa thereon. 

~• it further reeol-red that a copy of the fore­
going lleeolution be ■ent to '!he Cleveland Jniah lelfar• 
federation and lelfare hnd. and to the Council of Jewieh 
federations and lelfare Juada. 



Comnittee on the Referendum for Budgeting 
207 Fourth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

RBI.BASE ON BECEIPT 

CLEVELAND. OHIO, COMMUNITY COUNCIL OVERWHELMINGLY REJECTS 
NATIONAL BUOOETING PROPOSAL 

Cleveland, Ohio.--By the overwhelming majority of 81 to 2, the Cleveland Jewish 

Community Council, at a meeting on Wednesday evening, February 26th, adopted a reso­

lution against the establishment ot a national budgeting advisory service as contem­

plated in the majority proposal of the Board of Directors of the Council of Jewish 

Federations and Welfare Funds, which is now the subject of a referendum among member 

agencies of the Council. 

Representing 150 of the leading Jewish organizations of Cleveland, the Conmunity 

Council went on record as reJecting the program which has been characterized as an 

effort to remove from the local commmities the autonomy with respect to causes to be 

assisted. 

The following is the tert of the resolution which was adopted by the Conmunity 

Councill 

"The Jewish Commmity Council organized under the sponsorship of the Cleveland 

Jewish Welfare Federation as a democratically representative body of our Jewish 

commmity, at a special meeting of its full body of delegates, after due discussion 

and consideration of the proposals of the Council ot Jewish Federations and Welfare 

Funds tor the establishment of a so-called national advisory budgeting service and a 

special c0111Dission to make reconmendations on the needs of the Joint Distribution 

Committee, United Palestine Appeal and National Refugee Service, hereby ex.presses its 

disapproval of such proposals and urges the Cleveland Jewish Welfare Federation and 

Welfare Fund to reJect such proJects at the forthcoming referendum thereon". 



lditorial Appearing in the Catholic Universe lru.lletin 
Cleveland. Ohio - March 7, 1941 

A RllmI DOIS HIS :BIT FOR IRBELIGION IN OUR SCHOOLS • 

Laat Sunday Rabbi :Barnett :Sricl:ner inaugurated Lent by launching an uncom­
promising attack upon a Joint effort of Catholic and Protestant ·clergy to 
provide religious instruction for public school children of East Cleveland. 

Rabbi :Brickner has been accustomed to select days held in sacred ob­
servance by Christians as timely for utterances critical of Christian belief 
and practice and, what is more distressing, for panegyrics on men and move­
ments publicly identified with atheism. Christmas and Jaster have been his 
favorite periods. He has now added the Penitential Season. 

His most recent expressions, as reported in the daily papers this week, 
are in harmony with the attitude \fhich he so frequent4' has voiced in the 
press and over the radio these many years. 

It would seem to be his ardent wish to eliminate traditional religion 
from the lives of Americans and to substitute a worship of the state - the 
kind of thing which is enforced by the dictators of Communist Russia and 
which is favored by the dictators of Nazi Germany. 

With conditions in those unfortunate countries ho seems well acquainted. He 
seems to have no lmowledge of the nationwide movement, launched in the spring 
of 1939 by the president of the United States, to bring religion into the 
lives of American children. 

• In opening the White House Conference on Chi ldren in a Democracy. the 
president stated: 11 We are concerned about the children who are outside the 
reach of religious influences, and arc denied help in attaining faith in an 
ordered universe and in tho fatherhood of God." 

Rabbi Ericknor doos not sharo this concern of the prosidont. The rabbi 
is opposed to any change in the status quo with rogard to the toaching of 
roligion in tho public schools. 

Tho White H0uso Conferonco statos unoquivocally (Roport of 1940, page 82) 
that tho teaching of roligion has bocn oxcludod from tho public schools. The 
rabbi asserts the contrary and then enumerates, in support of his position, 
the elements of religious education aa "reverence for the institution of de­
moc~ac)', for the great historical personalities. like Washington and Lincoln, 
for the historical nnd racial backgrounds of the Americo.n people, and respect 
for difference••" J 

This rings of the "!lood and Soil" of the Nazis or of the "live-Year Plan". of 
the Bolsheviks. In this enumeration of the elements of religion, the name of 
God is not mentioned, nor the sacred name of the Savior, nor the maJeatic 
name of Moses, nor the names of tho inspired authors ot tho Holy Scriptures. 

What are we to think of a minister of religion who, in a diacua1ion of 
religion, seems only concerned with national or racial loyalties! 

Further remarks of the rabbi shed additional light on hie meaninc, He 
asserts thet "the pupils in the public schools where religious teaching is in .. 
progress find the voey ideal of Americanism nogatod ••• When thoy ontor thoir 
school in the morning, they enter as Americana. When aome of them leave in the 
afternoon to their respective religious schools, they leave not aa .Americana, 
but as Catholics, Jew1 1 Methodists, lpl1copaliana, or Unitarian••" 
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Only one conclusion can be drawn trom this statement - namely, that loyalt7 
to one's church is disloyalty to one's country. 1he president's White House 
Conference on Children appointed a committee on religious education composed 
of leading clergy, educators, and social workers of the nation. In its 1940 
report this committee encouraged the kinds of efforts which are being made 
in New York State and in such cities as Youngstown and East Cleveland. 

The rabbi presumes to instruct ~is committee, and apparently the presi­
dent of the United States who is responsible for them, on the principles of 
Americanism. 

Tho rabbi feels no compunction in setting himr,elf at odds with eminent Ameri­
cans from Washington to Roosevelt. He is not speaking the language of America. 
His words would be better understood in Russia. At best he is resurrecting 
ideas and terminology employed in historical movements of bigotry in this 
country, recrudescence of which would be more ominous for his own people than 
for any oth(,rs. 

There is no use in waving the flag of totalitarian unity. We have wit­
nessed too much of that sort of thing and of its disastrous consequences. We 
are familiar with the theme as chanted by Bolsheviks and Nazis - a people must 
be one, bound together only by national or class or racial loyalty - religious 
lo)e.lties divide men - therefore religion is to be abolished or suppressed. 

It comes with a shock to hear similar axpressions from a professed 
minister of religion in the Uni tod. States of America. . 

We earnestly hope that the Jewish people of Cleveland will not misunder­
stand us when we s~ that the Christians of this community have no need of the 
religious guidance of Rabbi Briclmer. Our ministers and priests are well able 
to direct the spiritual concerns of their own people. 



Editor, Catholic Universe Bulletin 
HBC Bldg 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Sirs 

March 14, 1941 

May I express the profound concern of the Jewish community caused by your 
editorial of March 7, entitled "A Rabbi Does His Bit for Irreligion in our 
Schools". I write as president of the Jewish Oommuni ty Council, represent­
ing all elements of Cleveland Jewry, because tht attack upon Rabbi Brickner, 
while directed against him as an individual, affects the entire Jewish com­
munity and our relationship to your Catholic readers. 

In doing this, I want to make perfectly clear at the very start that our 
aims with regard to religion in the lives of our children are exactly the 
same as the Catholic aims, Whatever difforences we may havo in this matter 
relate not to the purpose, but only to the best method of achieving it. 

In all honesty, I must say that we wore shocked by the tone ot the editorial 
and tho oxtromenass of its statements. We do not question for a momont tho 
right of tho Bulletin to urgo its point of view with regard to roligion in 
the public schools. This it has consistently done, and never have we chal­
lenged your motives or sincerity. We ask only the same right to voice our 
position and to have it discussed purely in terms of the merits of the issue 
involved, without regard to personalities and other unrelated issues. 

What your editorial has done, on the contrary, because Rabbi !rickner dis­
agreed with your position on this matter, was to charge him with trying to 
eliminate traditional reltg1on from American life and substitute a worship 
of the state, with fostering a Nazi and Communist philosopey, with having 
no lmowledge of the nationwide movement to bring religion into the lives . 
of American children, of opposing the concern of the preeident for the re­
ligious welfare of children, and of preaching that l~alty to one1a church 
is disloyalty to one•s co~ry. 

These charges against a minister of the Jewish religion and the apiritual 
leader of one of the largest congregations in the country, are obviously 
ao completely without foundation in fact that they hardly require fUl1' reply. 
The charge of irreligion against such a person, wh,o was for ID8.ey years 
president of our !ureau of Jewish Education, whose own religious school ha1 
more than 900 children, and the heart of whose teaching la the fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man, is unwarranted on the face of it. 

In this regard, I should like to quote one of 1our leader,, the Very Rev. 
John J Lardnar, s.s., D.D., Rector of St. Mai71s Seminary at Baltimore, who 
wrote about Rabbi Bricknor•s recent add.res• there as follow11 •Be did a 
great deal of good and evol'7one conceded that ho shod now light on the prol>­
lom •••• I wlsh he could be heard by m11Q Catholic audienco1. 1 
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That any Jewish leader can preach a Nazi or Communist doctrine likewise 
had no possible foundation, in the light of what must be transparently 
clear - that Nazism and Communism are basically anti-religious and gloat 
on its persecution and suppression. A person who believes in Communism 
or Nazism CBll be no more a Je,., than he can be a Catholic. And how any 
Jewish rabbi could substitute loyalty to the state for l~alty to God, or 
could hold that loyalty to one 1a church is disloyalty to one's country -­
in the light of his leadership of a congregation and his religion which 
centers upon God - is equally incomprehensible. 

In a \'1ord, such charges against Rabbi l3rickner or any other person in hie 
position as a minister of Jewish religion can have no possible basis. 

On the issue of religion in the schools, the tone and content of your 
editorial~ so completely difforent from the attitude and approach of 
the official representatives of the Catholic diocese in the discussion of 
the matter, that we cannot reconcile one to the other. The day before your 
statement appeared, Rabbi Briclmer as chairman of our Schools Committee, 
and the other members of our Committee met with Father Hagan, Father Navin 
and other Catholic representatives, and with the Protestant ministors• 
committee of East Cleveland to discuss the question. The conference was 
most fri<,ndly and cordia.l. All three groups O%presscd someU it 41fforent 
points of view, and all were respectfully heard and considorod. Vo found 
that some of our objections to the Released Time Plan were shared by the 
Catholic Group. and for the same reasons. It was a splendid demonstration 
of how such matters should be considered and of what the relationship of 
the various religious groups should be. 

In this connection, we do not believe that your statement, "our ministers 
and priests are well able to direct the spiritual concerns of their own 
people", applies to this situation. Thia matter involves the public schools, 
They are supported by Jewish tax-payers along with others, and are attended 
by Jewish children as well as others. Incidentally, some of the East Cleve­
land schools have a large proportion of Jewish children. In this queetion, 
clearly the Jewish people as citizens, taxpayers, and parents, are equally 
concerned with the Catholic and Protestant groups, and have tho obligation 
as woll as the right to help determine whatever decision is to be mado. It 
is also not without significance that the founders of our countl"f, who were 
deeply religious men, made the separation of Church and State a basic tenet 
of our American democracy, in which all of us share. 

In siort, it is our profound conviction that such extreme attacks are not 
helpful to the cause they are intended to aerve, nor to the spirit of good 
will which should prevail. 

We are disturbed too by the fact that the same issue of the Catholic Universe 
Bulletin felt called upon to devote aoveral columns to a story charging the 
Jews with responsibility for the crucifixion of Christ. Without going into 
the thoological merit! of the question, and despite the last paragraph ot 
tho article, such o~haaia on this question after 2,000 7ears ot hlsto17 
can hardly sc.rve a constructive pui-poae in tho community, and is very like~ 
to stir up feelings of hatred and resentment which cannot bo helpful.• 

•!he editor ot the Catholic Uni Terse Bulletin 1tated that he vould prefer to 
d11ea.1a "1111 paracraph orallT rather \ban print it, 10 '1lat it will be 
omitted from the paper. 
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There have been previous oeeasions, you will remember, when we have found 
it necessary to call to your attention charges made in the !ulletin against 
Jews made in the same vein as the present instance. We feel that this at­
titude is most unfortunate. Regardless of its purpose, such procedure 
cannot help but create ill will toward the Jewish people and divide Americans 
at a tim~ when our country needs unity more than ever. Should hatreds and 
divisions be fostered and grow, all of us know that the first victims will 
be the Catholics and Jews. 

The road to religious freedom and strength lies not in bitter attacks upon 
other religious groups, but in friendly cooperation where there is agreement, 
and cor~ial consultation where there is disagreement. All of us must strive 
earnestly to work together in this critical hour to save the common spiritual 
values ~-h1ch we cherish. 

Sincerely yours, 

Max Simon 
President 

P.S. !n all fairness, may we respectfully a~k that this letter be printed 
in the next issuo of tho Catholic Univorso Bulletin, on the front 
page so th?t it receives prominonco equal to that of the editorial. 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

To the Kxecutive Comaittee, 

You mq alre~ have seen the ed1 torial which appeared 
March? on the front page of the Catholic Universe ~letin, 
entitled"'- llabbi Doea Bia !it tor Irreligion in ~r 
Schools'• You will find a copy enclosed. 

I thought you would also want to have a copy ot the lette~ 
vhich ve haTe aent to the Bulletin, and which it bas proD­
laed to print on. 1 t1 front pege this Jrlday, March 21. 
Die letter was approved b;y our Schools Collllli ttee, and b7 
a few others with whom we consulted, including Edward M 
Baker, Ph1lmoro Haber. Alfred Benesch, and Nathan Loeser. 

Our Committee with the advice of these additional persona 
has also taken other steps in this situation, and we shall 
keep 7ou informed of further developments. 

As you probably know, the Protestant and Catholic groupa 
screed to postpone their application for the Beleaeed Time 
Plan in the kat Cleveland Public Schools, originally 
scheduled for March 3. Die1 have prom aed to consult with 
us before azq further steps are taken. 

Karch 19, 1941 

Sincere~ 7ours, 

-~~ 
Max Simon 
President 



JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

~ Summary of Annual Meeting Held Thursday, March 27, 1941, 8130 p.m., at the 
Temple on the Heights 

I 

1. Minutes - Copies having been mailed to all flembers, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

2. National !uggeting - ~he Chairman. Max Simon, informed the Council that 
the Board of Trustees of the Jewish Welfare Federa­

tion had voted to table the proposal for the establishment of a national ad­
visory budget service. The Je,,,ish Welfare Fund Committee had not yet mot to 
act in the matter. Cleveland's official votes in the referendum rested with 
the Feder~tion and Fund. Nationally the first few returns showed communities 
about evenly divided for and against the proposal. The referendum was due to 
close on April 1, and the Council would be informed at the next meeting as to 
the outcome. 

3, United Jewish Appeal - Since the last meeting of the Community Council, the 
United Jewish Appeal had been reconstituted. There 

would thus be one national campaign for the Joint Distribution Committee, the 
United Palestine Appeal, and the National Refugee Service. 

4. Jewish Welfare Fund - In Cleveland there would likewise be only one cam-
paign, for the Jewish Welfare Fund. The united 

support of the community was urged in behalf of the campaign, and every effort 
would be made to assure a grand success for the drive. A very important meeting 
would be held by the Fund on Aprill, to be addressed by Dr Chaim Weizmann, 
president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and Edward M Warburg, chairman 
of the Joint Distribution Committee. A capacity attendance was expected. 

5. Kashru.th - At the last regular meeting of the Council, the proposal that 
Jewish communal organizations should observe Kashruth in their 

public functions had been referred to the Executive Committee for consideration. 
A resolution had been received recently from the Cleveland Rabbinical Council, 
commending the Community Council for its interest in the matter and urging such 
observance by Je,ish organizations. The Executive Committee would consider the 
question at its next meeting. 

6. Election - The report of the Nominating Committee was presented by Myron 
Guren. In listing the recornr~endations, he pointed out that the 

Committee had attempted to give representation to all elements of the community, 
and had likewise tried to continue the policy of giving as many persons as 
possible an opportunity for leadership, while maintaining a balance of now end 
of experienced personnel. The fact that some persons had boon dropped did not 
mean that they had not rendered excellent service, but aerely that others were 
being given the same opportunity they had had for several years. In two cases, 
that of president and treasurer, the incumbents had reached the constitutional 
limit of their tercs. 

There having been no nominations by petition, upon motion made, 
duly seconded, and carried, the following persons were elected es recommended 
by the Nominating ComJ:1ittee, 

Philmore J Baber, presidenti Ezra Z Shapiro, first vice-presi­
dent; Jerome N Curtis, second vice-presidenti Mrs AF Mellman, third Vice-­
president; Abraham Stern, treaaureri Philip Bernstein, secretaey; and aa members 
of the Executive Committee, Milton P Altschul, Edward M Baker, Rabbi l3 R Brickner 
Mrs George !urldn, Rabbi Armond E Cohen, Rabbi Louis lngelberg, George W 1urth, 
Babbi David Genuth, Rabbi Harold Goldfarb, Mra Joseph Goldhamer, Mrs Joseph H 
Gross, Myron Guren, A I Hausman, David Ralph Herts, Mrs Siegmund Bersog, Irn.ng 
Bexter, I>r S 1 M Hirsch, Max lohrman, SL lo11of, Mrs l3enJamin Levine, Dr I 
Milcoff, A I Persley, Rabbi Israel Porath, Rabbi lludolph Rosenthal, Rabbi AH 
Silver, Max Simon, Mrs Clarence Veidenthal, Julius Weisberg, Maurice Veltman, 
and Albert Wold.man. 

7, President•• Message - !he retiring president, Mr Simon, then summarised the 
tive years of the Council's existence - its purposes, 

goals, major activities, and the fundamental principle• which had guided and 
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must contimie to be the basis for the Council's operation. He urged the Council's 
full support for the new president. 

The report was warmly commended as being an "historic" docu­
ment and none of the most brilliant statements" on Jewish life those present 
had ever heard. It was agreed that it should be reproduced and widely distri­
buted. 

Upon motion made, duly seconded, and unanimously carried, the 
Council expressed its gratitude to Mr Simon for his leadership in founding and 
directing the Council, through a rising vote of appreciation. 

a. Introduction of Now President -- Mr Haber took over the presidency of the 
Council and the chairmanship of the 

meoting. He lauded Mr Simon's leadership of tho Council as a monumental ser­
vico to the community, and stat~d that his calm, balanced Jud.8ment, fairness 
and impartiality had fused tho many elements of the community into an organi­
zation of great prestige and influence. The Community Council was a lasting 
tribute to his greut ability and service, and it would continue to look to him 
for continued loadership and guidance. 

Mr Haber stated further that the Council would have to meet 
the serious problems of Jewish life in the dey~ ahead with "dignified, courageous, 
and sensible" action. He urged that all groups maintain and strengthen the 
attitude of respectful understanding for those in Jewish life with whom they 
might not agree. In these critical days, Jews had a solemn obligation to stress 
the elements of unity, and avoid unnecessary conflicts and dissension that 
served to weaken Jewish effort and action. He pledged his full energies to the 
task of leadership with which he had been entrusted. 

9. Arbitration - Hebert Roaenthal, vice-chairman of the Arbitration Committee, 
reported that four cases were pending in the Jewish Arbitra­

tion and Conciliation Court: (1) a dispute between two factions of a small 
synagogue over possession of the Torahs, prayer books, and other property, 
complicated by an eviction from the premises. The case was being decided by 
Judge Samuel Silbert, David Ralph Hertz, and Meyer Wolpaw as Arbitrators; (2) 
a suit by a synagogue against an adjoining property owner, in which Mr Rosenthal 
was serving as Arbitrator; (3) a claim against a congregation alleging the re­
sale of a cemetery plot already purchased by the plaintiff, and seeking the 
removal of the body which had boen buried thoro. This case was being handled 
by Mr Habor: (4) a dispute betweon the Orthodox Rabbis and a butcher ovor al­
leged violation of Kashruth regulations, and misrepresentation. Morris Berick 
and Henry Rocker wcro two of the three Arbitrators who had already been selected 
for this case. • 

These disputes undoubtedly would have gone to the public 
courts had not the Arbitration Court acted, and every effort was being made to 
keep them out of the public courts and newspapers. It was hoped that they 
would be settled amicably, and their outcome would be reported to tho Council 
at its next meeting. 

10. Schools - Rabbi BR Briclmer, chairman of the Schools Committee, reported 
that the Committee had given its attention during the past 

several months to the question of the Releaa•d Time Plan for religious educa,­
tion in the public schools. The plan would provide for the excuse of children 
from public schools one or more hours per week, upon written request of parants 
and religious schools, to enable them to attend religious classes. The plan 
had been started about 30 years ago, largely undor Protestant sponsorship, and 
had beon inauguratod in many communities. Largely dorman\ for the la.st ten 
years, tho movement hnd rocontly been strongly rovivod. 

The Committee had studied the plan carefully and was unanl­
mousl7 opposed to it for the following reasonaa (1) it threatened the tunda,­
mental doctrine of separation of Church and State; (2) the involvement of the 
public schools was likely to increase until the denominational religious 
classe1 were held in the achool buildings -- this already had taken place in 
several cities; (3) the plan emphasized the differences among the children and 
opened the w,q to embarrassment and discrimination against the children whose 
parents did not choose to aend them to religious classes or who did not have 
such classes available: (4) the instruction for one hour per week might do 
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more harm for religious education than good, by discouraging participation in 
more intensive religious education; (5) the Committee could not agree that the 
schools were "irreligious" or "godless" as had been charged -- rather it be­
lieved th~t the schools did include religious and spiritual instruction, as 
distinguished from denominational and sectarian instruction, and believed that 
such spiritual instruction should be strengthened in keeping with the function 
of the public schools; (6) the plan would involve serious administrative diffi­
culties for the schools, and complicntions for different types of religious 
instruction which would be required near the schools. 

The Committee had consulted with the Rabbis and heads of the 
Jewish religious schools and found them also opposed to the Released Time Plan. 
The Executive Committee likewise had supported its position, both with regard 
to the principle.a involved nnd the Committee's decision to oppose the plan 
clearly and publicly if necessary, as a matter of procedure. 

Upon learning that the Protestant and Catholic groups wero 
planning to propose the project to the East Cleveland Board of Education, the 
Schools Committee had conferred with them in a joint meeting. Each group had 
presented its views cordially but frankly. and the meeting had ended without 
any decision but with the promise that the Committee would be consulted before 
any action were taken by tho sponnors. In th~ meantime, tho hearing before 
the Board of Education hci.d been pos tponcd. 

The day after the joint meeting, however, the local Catholic 
Universe Bulletin had carried an editorial sharply attackinr the chairman of 
the schools for a sermon expressing opposition to the Released Time Plan. The 
same issue had carried a long story to prove that the Jews and not the Romans, 
were responsible for the crucifixion of Christ. The Committee immediately met, 
and in consultation with some of the officers and other indiTiduals, agreed upon 
and took the following steps: It sent a letter to the Catholic Universe Bulletin, 
strongly protesting against the editorial and pointing out its destructive 
effects at a time when unity was needed among all minorities, and when more 
than ever differences mu3t be discussed purely in terms of the issues involved 
and not by extreme charges on the basis of alleged motives; arr&ngod a confer­
ence with Auxiliary Bishop McF~dden and Father Fitzpatrick, editor of the 
Bulletin, to present persone.lly the rC;action of the Jewish community to the 
oditorial; and arranged a conference with the head of the Conference of Christ­
ians and Jews, Tho Bulletin had printed the Co1.'ncil I s let t or on the front page 
of its last issuo, accompanied by a brief st~tcment defending tho editorial but 
claiming tha t it had not been and would not be guilty of attacking the Jewish 
people. 

That is where the matter rested, Rabbi Brickner reported, 
Tho Committee had devoted a great deal of time to the matter because it rep­
resented nn issue of fundemcntal importance. He urged that tho Committ00 have 
the full s~pport of tho Council, so that Clcvelond would not me.lee the mistake 
of other cities wherG a divided community had helped bring about the adoption 
of the plan, 

Following discussion, it wns moved, duly seconded, and unan­
imously co.rried that the Commu.--ii ty Council e.pprove tho action taken by the 
Schools Committao, and authorizo it to proceed with such further steps as might 
be necosse.ry. 

11, League for Human Rir,hts - Miss Grace Meyette, director of the League for 
Human Rights, described the current activities 

of the major anti-Semitic groups in Cleveland and identified their leaders, She 
also analyzed the recent trend of the major anti-Semitic literature, 

12. Three Agencies - The Chairman called attention to the fact that just two 
years a.go the Council had taken action which had led 

to the formation of three agencies, the Bureau on Em;) 1 oyment Problems, the 
Jewish Vocational Service, and the Jewish Yo'\!Ilg Adult Bureau, He believed it 
fitting for these agencies to review their activity, and the following reports 
were made& 

The Jewish Vocational Service activity was described by AL 
Sudran, director, More than 500 persons per month were seeking tho acrvicos of 
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the agency, representing all types of needs and all elements of the community• 
The guidance facilities were being used to capacity; training courses in 
atenograpey and power machine operation had been instituted with the cooperation 
of the Board of Education and the National Youth Administration; more than 200 
positions were being filled each month; group guidance was being given at the 
Council Educational Alliance; nearby cities had begun to use the services of 
the agency; generous gifts by other community organizations had onablcd the 
agency to build the best voc&tional library of its kind in tho city and to ex­
tend other facilities; special attention was still being given to refugees, to 
help them become self-supporting as soon as possible; and the agency was con­
tinuing to cooperate with other organizations, finding the Bureau on Employment 
Problems particularly helpful. For the size of Clcvola.nd 1s Jewish population, 
the Jewish Vocational Service had tho best placement record of similar agencies 
in tho country. Members were invited to the a..1nual meetint on April a. 

The Bureau on Emplopent Problems had described its activity in 
a booklet which had been mailed to all of the representatives. George Segal, 
director, supplemented the report by emphasizing that the problem of discrimina­
tion in industry was not merely an agency problem, or a Jewish problem, but was 
basically an American problem. It was a paradox that companies engaged in 
filling defense orders for the protection of American democracy, were continuin~ 
to violate the foundation of that democracy by practicing racial and religious 
discrimination. Mr Segal stated that the Bureau had received very few of its 
reports from the member organizations of the Community Council. The Bureau 
was the agency of the community, and he urged them to contact the Bureau 
promptly with any authentic information, so that it might be properly checked 
rather than merely discussed. 

Tho Jewish Young Adult Bureau was providing recreational and 
cultural service to 30 oreanized groups with a total membership of more than 
7,000 young people, it w~s reported by Harry Rosen, director. Twenty major 
activities had been built up. In the last six months the Bureau had held 750 
meetings, end in that period more than 1,000 u..~affiliated young people he..d. come 
to the Bureau for assistance. The agency had expanded greatly its service to 
refugees, to help them make a wholesome adjustment in the community. It had 
like,ise taken responsibility for tho young adult division in the Jewish Welfare 
Fund campeign, and through this activity had interested several hundred young 
people in comr.1U.~ity scrvico that extended beyond the campaign. Other major 
services included cooperation with other cities in regional activity, good will 
programs in cooperation with the Conference of Christio.ns and Jews, and the 
an r1ual youth conference in cooperation with the Jewish Youth League. The Bureau 
wes severely handicapped by the lack of sufficient staff and funds to meet the 
deme.nds upon it, and tholJ&h much hlld been achieved there was fur more to be done. 

13. No further business coming before the meeting, it was adjourned. 

( signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernatoin 

Secretary 



' 
STATEMENT ON PETITION FOR RELEASED TIME 

Submitted by the Jewish Communit¥ Councii of Metropolitan Cleveland 
To the :Soard of Edu.aation of Ea.st Cleveland • 

May 20, 1941 

I should like to express our appreciation of the opportunity granted us to 
present our views on the proposal for denominational religious instruction in the 
East Cleveland Public Schools. The meeting this evening, and the consideration 
of all points of view, is in keepiJl€ with the American tradition of objective 
discussion of questions of deep public interest. 

We appear before you this evening in behalf of the Jewish Community Council, 
which is the official spokesman for the Jewish peoplo of East Clevoland. Our 
Council is composed of 150 organizations of every type -- temples and synagogues, 
fraternal, educational and others. We have no separate branch for East Cleveland. 
Our temples and Jewish agencies include the Jewish people of East Cleveland as 
well as those of other political units, covering the metropolitan area, as doos 
the Catholic diocoso. 

The Jewish people are concerned with this question not only a.s citizens who 
are helping to supPort the public schools, but as parents of 450 Jewish children 
attending the public schools of East Cleveland, and as a religious group vitally 
concerned with the religious instruction of our children. 

As such, we want to emphasize that we share with our Catholic and Protestant 
fellow citizens the earnest desire that the religious influences in the lives of 
our children and in society generally should be intensified and strengthened. 
There 1s no difference whatsoever among the threo major religious groups in this 
objectivo. 

We want to stress, too, that we have every desire to cooperate with our 
fellow Protestant and Catholic religious leaders in the attainment of those pur­
poses. When we first learned from the newspapers that the released time plan had 
been agreed upon by the Protestant and Catholic clergymen and was to be proposed 
to this :Soard• wo callod them o.nd o.rranged for a meoting at which wo might ex­
change views on tho subject. 

Such a meeting was held, with a friendly and cordial discussion. We are in­
formed that there were differences among the Protestant groups on the subject, 
and that the Catholic and Protestant leaders were not in complete agreement on 
the ultimate relationship of public schools and religious education. le expressed 
tho hope that wo might have other meetings to continuo a joint consideration of 
tho matter and attempt to arrive at somo progrrim in which o.ll throo roligious 
groUps could Q8ree before any proposal was made to the Board of Education. Un-
fortunately, we heard nothing more until we received a copy of the resolution ( 
which had been sent to this :Board. 

The Schools Committee of the Jewish Community Council has studied the re­
leased time plan in its various forms over a poriod of several months. le have 
given it a great deal of thau&ht• lo rogret very dooply that we cannot support 
the petition which is boforo you, and thnt tho roasona for our position are so 
fundamental that as a matter of principle we feel comp•lled to present them to 
you. The last meeting of your :Board revealed that some of the Protestant church 
load.era of East Cleveland, and such an important element in the community as the 
ClevelandPreaa, havo similar objections to tho proposal. 
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The fundamental objection to the plan, in our judgment. 1s that it violates 
the doctrine of separation of Church and State. This doctrine•~ made a pillar 
of our democracy by the founding fathers of this nation. In these times, of all 
times, thnt doctrine must be strengthened rather than broken down. 

The plan would place denominational church instruction in the public schools. 
It would give the Board of Education direct or indirect responsibility for the 
curriculum of church instruction. It would give the :Board responsibility for the 
passing upon the qualifications of religious teachers, at least in part. This is 
an involvement in church affairs which it was never intended for a public Board 
of Edu.cation to ha.ve, and which under our .American system belongs to the Church 
rather thon to the State. 

The plan would also place the moral power of the State behind denominational 
church instruction through checking on the attendance of children at such classes. 
Although we recognize that attendance at such classes would be theoretically 
voluntary, there is no doubt but that such checks would exert a profound influence 
upon the children's attendance. And we have noted that the proponents of the plan 
elsewhere, ~hilo stressing the volunto.ry arrangement, hnvo unifonµly objoctod to 
any program in which tho public schools would ha.vo no chock upon, nor a:ny know­
ledge of, the nttcndn.nce of the children in tho religious classes. 

We do not believe it is the function of the public schools in .American dem­
ocracy to supervise such church class attendance. That is the job of the parents 
and the churches. 

Other complications also inevitably would arise and have arisen in other 
cities. How far can the teachers go in encouraging attendance at religious 
classes? Can the teachers maintain strict impartiality in their remnrks and 
references to classes of one denomination as compnred to another? Rules mD-¥ 
be set up requiring such impo.rtinlity or non-particip~tion• but practice hes 
demonstrated that it is almost impossible to maintain them. 

These are only some of the involvements of Church and State that the plan 
would bring about. It seems clear to us that the traditional separation of the 
two would be broken, and that this objection is fundamental. 

There are other auxiliary reasons which we want to set forth briefly. We 
believe that there is now considerable spiritual education and character training 
in the public schools, and that this is being done in accordance with the historic 
function of our public schools as distinguished from the churches. We b4lieve 
that not all character education or spiritual training must necessarily be de­
nominational. We believe that both the schools and churches have a function to 
perfo_rm in this field, and that the schools are teaching the ethical principles 
that are the foundation of an honest and honorable life. 

In our judgment, tho schools should continue to do their part of this task 
and indeed should intensify it and strengthen it. The churches likewise must 
continue to be~ and intensify their part of the responsibility, and we do not 
believe that it would be wise or helpful to shift part of their burden upon the 
public schools. 

To meet their present re-sponsibilities the public schools already have a 
full time Job. More and more the public schools have been asked to take over 
tasks which were formerly p~rformed by the family and the home, and those funda­
mental roeponsibilitios crowd the school hours. Before any further demanda are 
made upon the schools, we ought to examine carefully whether this has been en­
tirely to the benefit of family life and influence. 
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.As a religious group with thousands of children in our Jewish religious 
schools, we fear that the plan mq do more harm than good for religious instruc­
tion itself. One hour per week for forty weeks of the yea:r -- in other words, 
forty hours during the yea;r - is not enough to give proper religious training. 
The central problem of religious education has not been to get children to enroll 
1n religious school classes, but to get them to attend often enough and long 
enol.1€h to make that training really meaningful. We cannot believe that forty 
hours of instruction during the yea:r is the answer to the problem which the 
churches face, And we have noted that some prominent church leaders -- including 
Dr. J, B, Armentrout, a national director of leadership education of the Presby.. 
terian church, as quoted 1n his recent ad.dress in Cleveland, E. J. Chave of the 
School of Divinity of the University of Chicago, and others -- have expressed 
similar j~ents that the released time plan is not the answer. 

Our fear 1s that the released time plan for one hour per week may discourage 
children and parents from more intensive religious training of several sessions 
per week, It will be eas~ for a parent to salve his conscience through a program 
that apparently has the approval of the public schools, pa:rticularly with the 
kind of indifference which has given church leaders concern and has led them to 
propose this plan. In short, we gravely fear that the churches themselves may 
find this plan a boomerang.. 

le fear, too, the effect upon the children. At a time when we need unity 
more than ever, the plan would emphasize the differences among children, le be­
lieve that the public schools havo accomplished something great and wholesome in 
building attitudes of respect and comradeship among children of different re­
ligious and racial backgrounds. That unity should be preserved and strengthened, 

Instead, this plan would use the public schools to separate the children, 
each religious group going to its own class while those whose parent.a don't see 
fit to send them to the denominational class, or who are too few in nwnber for 
their religious groUp to provide instruction, will remain behind. No child likes 
to feel himself different from the majority. Children cannot understand fully 
the reasons for these differences, and are easily apt to distort them in a wq 
tha.t is bound to be harmful. The effects of the plan may thus be embarrassment 
and even humiliation for many of the children. 

In some classes the minority mq be Catholic. In some Protestant. In others 
Jewish. The test of a sound democracy is not the treatment of majorities, but the 
rights and consideration of minorities. 

These objections are not theoretical. In New York, where a modified form of 
instruction outside of the public school buildings is being tried with a small 
fraction of the children, already sharp differences and bitter controversy have 
arisen. There is already a movement to repeal the law which made possible church 
instruction in school time outside of the school buildings, and there have occur­
red differences among tho sponsors of the plan over attempts by children to enroll 
othors in tho classes of thoir particular denomination. 

It has been said that ma.Jl1 other communities have the plan in operation, Mq 
we submit that almost none of these cities permit the use of school buildings ,for 
such instruction during school hours. Mq we point also to the statement by Dr. 
Harrison Elliot of Union Theological Seminary a.nd head of the Religious Education­
al .Association of Americo., that the program is still highly experimental even 
where it has been in operation. He has stated likewise that there has been no 
adequate study of the effectiveness of the program where it has been tried, and 
that such facts must be secured before we can know really what has been the ex­
perience to date. 
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It has also been stated that the Jewish people use a few of the school build­
ings in Cleveland for religious instruction. We want to point out the fundamental 
differences between our use of the school buildings and this plan. Our classes 
are held after school hours. They take place after all of the children have been 
dismissed from the public school sessions and have gone home, They do not involve 
the public school curriculum. They do not involve the public school teachers. 
They do not involve attendance checks by the public schools. They do not involve 
the public school administration in a.ny wa:y, nor interfere in a:ny way with the 
public school program. 

What we have been doing is merely renting space at a time when the buildings 
are not in use. This is done in the same manner as My other legitimate groUp may 
rent tho p11blic school buildings, for o.ey proper purpose. This violates none of 
the principles we have tried to set forth. We can see no objection to any other 
legitimate group using the public school facilities in the same way. 

As representatives of a religious faith we are anxious to support and parti­
cipate in a:ny acceptable program which would strengthen .the religious influence in 
the lives of our children. As citizens wo are directly concerned with the obliga­
tions and functions of our public schools. And as parents we are concerned with 
the operation of the schools and their influence upon our children. 

In short, the plan which has been presented to you violates the .American 
tradition and attempts to pattern a European practice. We regret that we cannot 
support it, because we are convinced that it would not be to the benefit of the 
schools, our children, or the comm~~ity. We make this statement in the friendliest 
of spirit, and with the cordiality that has characterized our relations in the 
past. We are ready as alwEcy"s to cooperate with the other religious faiths in the 
development of some other plan which will be in keeping _with the principles of 
.American democracy, which maintains the separation of church and state, and which 
will achieve the common objectives miich all of us seek. 



, .. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Jewish Community Council 

Minutes of a Meeting Wednesday, June 11 1 1941, at 8:30 p,m,, at the Comnru.nity Temple 

1. Attendance There were present: Philmore J Haber, Chairman; Philip Bernstein, 
Mrs George Burkin, Rabbi Armond E Cohen, Jerome N Curtis 9 Rabbi 

Louis Engelberg, Rabbi D@.vid Genuth, Myron Guren. A I Hausman, DR Hertz, Max 
Kohrman, SL Xossof, Mrs Benjamin Levine, Mrs AF Mellman, Dr I Milcoff, A E Persky, 
Bzra Z Shapiro, Abraham Stern, and Mrs Clarence Weidenthal. 

2 .~elcome & 
Res-µonsibility 

The Chairmon welcomed the new members of the Executive Comraitt oc, 
and asked for the active cooperation of all mCL1bers, urging t h,)~~ 
to take the initiative in calling tho officers with regard to 

any matters that required attention. 

3 . Minutes Copies having boon nailed to all t1embers, the rending of the 
ninutcs was dispensed with. 

4, Finance Mr Abro.hno Stern, tro~s~rer reported that during the first five 
t1onths of 1941, the sum of $435.00 hnd boea received i n dues 

fron 107 organizations. With the balo.nce carried over fron 1940, the total in­
cone h~d boon $741,10. Expenditures had totalled $245.44. The balcnce on June 1 
was $506.66. He reported further that 39 orga.nizl',tions still owed dues for 1940, 
and 8 of then also owed dues for previous yenrs. 

Upon notion nade, duly ooconded, o.nd cnrried the report was ac­
cepted• The Col!lr.littee authorized the president to infom the 8 organizations which 
still owed back dues thn.t their nenbership in thv Council and their participation 
in connunity affairs was needed, but that unless their dues were received before 
the next nceting of the Executive Connittee it would be necessary to suspend thei r 
r:icnbership. It was suggcstnd that this decision night be referred to a generru. 
meeting of the Council. 

5. Committee 
Appointments 

time. 

The Chairman announced the appointment of the following com­
mittees, stating that an effo rt had been made to add new member~ 
and that one-third of those appo i nted were serving for the fir s', 

Schools Committee; Rabbi BR Brickner, Chairman; Dr Azriel 
Eisenberg, Mrs Benjamin Levine, Abraham Xollin, Rabbi Louis Engelberg, nnd Mrs 
Joseph Stashoweri Arbitration Committee: Herbert Rosenthal. Chairman; DR Hert z: 
Vice-Chairman; Rabbi Harold Goldfarb. Judge Samuel Silbert, Rabbi SM Zambrowsky, 
Dr I Milcoff, Harold Glicksman; Kashruth Com~ittee: Rabbi Israel Porath, ChainJun . 
Max Kohrman, Abraham Stern, Julius Schweid, Rabbi David Genuth, Rabbi Hugo Klein; 
Political Issues Committee: Rabbi AH Silver. Chairman, Saul Da.naceau, Dan 
Wasserman, Max Simon, and Mrs Milton Halle; ComrJittee on General. Jewish Council: 
Albert Woldr.1an, Chairman; Edward M Baker, George W Furth, Md Julius Weisberg. 

6. Festival of 
Freedoo 

The Chaiman informed the Comr.iittee that in accordc.nce with t ho 
policy established last year, tho officers had gladly accepter 
tho invitation to cooporate with the 1941 Fostivru of Freedon~ 

The event would be dedicated to frcodon of speech. the press, asserably 1 nnd roli• 
gion, and would be held in the Stadium on July 4. The following Conmittee hn.d b t -~··. 

appointed to assist in f innncing the event: Jones Miller, ChairEIDn: So.tru.el Horwi L:. 
Mrs Jack J Bloch, A I Hausunn, o.nd Leo Aschernan. 

7. General Jewish The meeting of the Community Council on January 13 had referrc, ,. 
Council to the Executive Committee and the special Committee on the 

General Jewish Council the suggestion that a national confercnc 
of representative Jewish Community Councils should be called to consider the pro1• 
lern of unity in the dofense of Jewish rights. Since that time the American Jewi s:t. 
Congress had withdrawn from the General Jewish Council, and the Secretary roviewcd 
sone of the recent developments in connection with this action. 

Tho situation was discussed at some length. It was said that 
the problem was n nost serious one which could not bo loft to tho leadership in 
New York and that COinL1Wlities throughout the country had an obligation to help 
solve it. The practicality of such a. national c onf orenco in the near future was 



questioned, however, and it was agreed that the secretary should gather information 
immediately on the most recent devElopments and on what other communities and nat­
ional organizations were doing. On that basis the special Committee was asked to 
formulate a recommendation as soon as possible. It was agreed that a report should 
be mo.do to the noxt meeting of the Community Council. 

8') Schools The Secretary reviewed .the situation since the last meeting with 
regt:l.l'd to the proposal for denominat ional classes in the East 

::1.c:veland Public Schools which had been made by the Protesto.nt and Catholic clergy­
nun there. He reported th~t the Schools Committee had not been consulted further 
c y clergymen before presenting their petition; tho.t n.t tho May 5 meeting of the 
:'"::'oard when tho matter was presented, opposition to the plan had been expressed by 
seYernl. Protestant la.yracn; that the Schools Cor.mittee ho.d presented the reasons 
fo r tho Jowish conr:iunity1s opposition at a meeting of the Board on May 20, with 
Mr Haber, Rabbi Brickner, Joseph Stashower, and Mr Hertz speaking in behalf of the 
Corr.munity Council. Copies of the memorandum presented by Mr Haber al:ready had be e2 
::ailed to the Executive Committee. 

The Board had informed the Schools Committee at that time that 
it ha,d informally rejected the proposal of the clergymen and had offered two al­
t ernatives; (1) n non-denominational religious class which all students could 
at tend; (2) permission for children to leave school and attend classes in their 
resp ective churches. On June 2 the clorgymen had officially informed the Board of 
t he ir rejection of those two proposo..ls and that they would continue to seek adop­
t i on of their own plans, but would postpone action until there was a "better undc1·­
standing" of it. The president of the Board was quoted in the newspapers as stat­
ing that the question would rest U.Tltil the clergymen took the ini tiuti ve in raisin{·· 
it again. 

While the matter apparently was temporarily suspended, the 
Schools Committee would continue to give it close attention, with the advice and 
assistance of the officers and several other prominent members of the community. 
It was emphasized that the Committee had consistently and cordially pointed out i ts 
desire to cooperate with tho Catholic and Protes tant groups in some plan that woul~ 
not violate American principles, and had tried t o make clear that the division was 
not entirely between Jews and Christians, but t hat t here were differences among 
Protestants on the question. Othor aspects were al so discussed. 

9. Xo.shruth 
Observance 

The Community Council had referred to the Executive Committee 
the suggestion that the Council recommend to community-wide 
organizations tho observance of Kashruth in their public func-

tions. 
Rnbbis 

A communication had been received from the loco.l organization of Orthodox 
likewise urging such action. 

Rabbi Genuth, representing the Orthodox Rnbbis, spoke in behalf 
of such action, o.nd Rabbi Engelberg statod that tho practical possibilities had 
been investigated nnd that already one downto~m hotel had made such arrangoments 
for a special occasion. He believod that it could be worked out. 

In the discussion of the proposal it was questioned whether an 
issue should be made by extreme action in the matter, at a time when other issues 
required the united effort of the coJlli~unity. It was believed that some elements 
might resent any attempt to determine thoir religious observance for them -
elements that regarded themsel vos as strongly Jewish as those who observed Kashru:: : 

It was stated further that the problem was one of degree and 
that a reasonable step should be taken which would be fair and at the same time 
would avoid confusion and dissension. It was felt that it was not the function o:f 
the Council to make decisions in questions of roligious practice. Rather, its 
participation was from the standpoint of encouraging unity by a~ing community-wia,.­
organizations as a matter of courtesy to arrange their menus so that a maximum 
number of persons from all eloments could attend. This would represent sound pub­
lic policy, nnd a ni.unber of nntionru. and local organizations already had fallowed 
such a practice without any injury to thom. The action of the Council should be n 
recommendation, and not any effort to legislate, it was said. 

Following further discussion, it was moved, duly seconded, and 
car r ied that the Council should recommend to Jewish organizations which seek the 
interest nnd participation of all elements of the Jewish comJ:IU.nity that they shoul i 
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have non-meat menus at their public luncheons and dinners. It was agreed furth€r 
that the recommendation should bo accompanied by a brief explanation of tho reason 
for the Council's action. 

lOo Membership The Committee was informed that the Gan Ivri Women's Group had 
withdrawn from the Council because the members were already 

re~rcscnted through the Hebrew Cultural Garden Associntion and other groups. The 
Sccretnry was asked to mako due acknowledgment. It wns also moved, duly seconded, 
n.:ia. carried that the membership applications of the Heights Jewish Center and its 
Yo':.:1g Men's and Young Women's Organizo.tion should bo r ecommondod to tho Community 
Council for approval. 

11. Council 
Meeting 

12, National 
Budgeting 

The President W0s authorized to set the date of the next Counci 
meeting, preferably for tho latter part of June. 

It was then moved and seconded that the Executive Committee 
should go on record as urging the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Wolf are Funds to abandon entirely its national budgeting 

proposal, and that tho local Jewish Wclfure Federation should be urged to tolce the 
snmc action. It wo.s stated in support of the r.iotion thc.t the nationnl vote ho.d 
been eYcnly di vid.ed, with only a very few ,:10rc votes for the proposal than ago.inst 
i ti) Nevertheless, it was said the.t the na.tionru. Cou!1cil had indicated it would go 
ruico.d with the prograri tl.nd it was believed that every ~ffort should bo nnde to 
u~g8 it not to do so because of the even division of opinion. 

The proposal brought forth a prolonged discussion. The question 
was raised as to whether the Executive Committee had the authority to take any 
further action in the matter. It was stated that most of the Committee had received 
no direct information on the vote and on the plans of the national Council, and 
that if any steps were to be ta.ken it should be done on the basis of all tha facts 
and after carefnl analysis. This was particularly important because there were 
conflicting reports as to exactly what action the national Council did take, and 
a press release from it was read which indicated that it would not moke any recor.i­
mend~tions to communities on allocations to national and oversoas agencies. It 
was s trvted further that the question was highlr controversio.l, had stirred deop 
antagonisms, nnd that precipitate nction by tho Executive Committee might do far 
more harm to the Comnrunity Council than it could possibly do good for the purposes 
of the proponents of the motion, It was suggested by .some, therefore, thnt a Com­
mittee be appointed to get moro facts in the natter, nnd by others that if such a 
Committee were not appointed, at least there ought to be an opportunity until ti.e 
noxt meeting of the Council to get tho full facts. They could see no harm in de­
laying action until the Council met. 

The proponents of the motion, on the other hand, felt that time 
was of the essence, that the Committee already had all the information it needed, 
that the passage of the motion would only be in line with action already taken by 
the Council, and that at least the Cor.unittee should recomrjond to the Community 
Council that it adopt such a motion. They could not believe that such a step would 
do o.ny rco.l injury to the Community Council. 

It was moved and duly seconded that the motion should be tabled~ 
This was defeated by n vote of 7 to 6. It wns then pointed out that because of 
the closeness of the vote tho proponents, consistont with their genoral thesis, 
should not try to press the motion nt this time. At the request of the Chairmnn, 
therefore, no action was token. and it was agreed that the matter should be placed 
on the agenda of the next Comnru.nity Council meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 
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Harris, Mrs. Milford 
Hausman, A. I. 

~ Heller, lliss Mildred 
Herman, Max 
Hertz, Judge DaTid Ralph 
Hertz, Mrs. David 
Herzog, Mrs. Sigmund 
Hext er• Irving 

Himmel, Mr. P. 
Hirsch, Dr. s. F. M. 
Honigsfeld, Mrs. Leo 
Icove, Morton 
Xabb1 I. J. 
Xarklin, J. 
Xasner, Ben 
Katovslq Mrs. Harry 
Katz, Mrs. A. A. 
Katz, Meyer 

2761 hclid Hgta Blvd. 

I :S C :Bldg 
12349 Cedar Roe.d. 
Jenway Hall Hotel 

Hippodrome :Bldg 

3565 East 153rd SFeet 
3590 .htisdale 
19901 Malvern Road 
3283 E. Scarborough 
2854 Manchester 
807 Engineers Bldg 
9801 Buclid ave 
10703 <h-antwood ave 

N l3 C :Bldg 
3325 :last 132nd. St 
1666 Gl8llllont Road 
2049 Staunton Road 

3011 Ludlow Road 
2114 Stillman Road 
816 Hippodrome Bldg 
1572 East 84th St 

2646 Wicklow Road 
206 Swetland :Bldg 
2945 East 83rd St 
Union Trust :Bldg 
Swetland :Bldg 
2441 Woodmere Drive 
14703 Kinsman Road 
15716 Lydian Ave 
308 ~neers :Bldg 
1383 Bast Blvd 
11301 Whitmore ave 
Hippodrome 131 dg 
1357 kat :Blvd 
2558 Euclid Hgts :Blvd 
Caxton :Bldg 

11403 Fairport ave 
Keith Bldg 
3664 Shannon Road 
Standard l31 d8 
2728 hclid Hgt■ :Blvd. 
3570 Bast 72nd at. 
705 Public ,Square :Bldg " 
3614 Rqmond :Blvd 
9822 Parkgate ave 
11513 !emblett ave 

Anti-Defamation Le88U9 ot 
B1nai :B1rith 
Welfare "-•s• n.-Jewiah Children 
Jewish Vocational Service 
.hti-Defamation League of. 
B1nai l31rith 
Professional League for..-. 
Labor Palestine 
Kinsman Jewish Center 
Alliance Alumni Ass• n. 
Council of Jewish lomen 
Jewish Consumptive Relief-Senior­
Jewiah -BigSieter "-•s•n. 
Hebrew J'ree Loa.a Ass• n. 
Community Temple Men• s Club_ 
Bat11 Home for Jewish 
Children j.urlliary , 
Young Israel , 
Independent Mezricher Aas•n. 
Council of Jewish Juniors 
.llpha Epsilon Pi - Cleveland 
Club .llumni 
Hadassah - Senior 
Jewish Center Alumni 
Community !emple Cong. 
:Beth Zion - Cleve. Ladies 
"-id Society 
Council of Jewiah Women 
Jewish Recreation Council 
Jewish Cente,;-
:e•na.1 :e•ri th-Cleve. Lodge'$­
.American Jewish CollDlittee 
Council of Jewish Women 
:Brisker-Grodner Benev.Society 
:e•na1 :B1rith :Sal.four Aux. 
Jewish War Veterane--Post #14 
Temple JJ:mmi "-••' n. 
Yeshiva "-dath B1Nai Israel 
:Bureau on Emplo1111ent Problems -
Council of Jewish Women Repr. 
Jewish Welfare Federation 
League for Human Rights .lgainst 
lazism 
Orthodox Jewish Orphan Home 
hclid j.ve. Temple Cong. 
Jewish lar Veterans Aux. 
Jewish Recreation Council .. 
Buclid Ave Temple Men's Club 
Orthodox Old Home, 
!etiever Social & :BeneT. Soc~ 
Immediate .Aid Society,_ 
0heb Zec3.ek Sisterhood -
Kiever Hebrewj.id Society Inc. 
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Ierret, Miss Rose 
Ilein, Austin T. 
Elein, ~dward S. 
nein, George J. 
nein, Babbi Hugo 
nein, Walter 
Ilopper • Samuel L. 
Xohrman, Max 
Iohrman, Kr a. Max 
Iollin, .&.bra.ball 
Iopper, Robert I. 

Iopstein, Rabbi Milton 
Iosaof, Mrs. L. s. 
1:ossoff, Samu.el 
Iraus, Mrs. Ida 
Irialov, Rabbi I. 
!:rosin, Joseph 
Iur sh, Herman 
Labowi tch, Ben 
Labowi tch, Leonax-d 
Landau, Mrs. A. 
Landy• Wil 11am. 

Levin, Mrs. M. 
Levin, Morrie 

Lenn, Mrs. Rose 
• 
Levine, Dr. :Benjamin 
LeTine, Mrs. Benjamin 

Levy, :Benjamin :B. 
Levy, Kra. Jack J. 
Loeaer, Kathan 
Ka.&>11, Mrs. S. 
Magid, Mrs. J..aron 
Ka.hr er, Hugo 
llareus, llqer M. 
Karon, Dr. Samuel 
Mayer, George 
Mazer, Mrs. David 
Meisel, E. J. 
Mell man, Mr a• A. F • 
Katzner, li.iqmond D. 
Michnevitz, nsie 
Mileoff, Dr. I. 
Miller, JBJ1es H. 
Moss, Belson 
)Q'ers, R. H. 

•Levine, Samuel 

10516 her ton Ave 
Public Square Bl<!.& 
Soc. for SaTinga :Bldg 
2480 East 22nd at 
910 Parkwood Drive 
571 last 109th st 
3404 :Blanche ave 
410 hgineera :Bldg 
2717 :lu.clid Hgta Bldg 
945 Soc. for Savings :Bldg 
Citizens Bl~ 

10622 Tacoma ave 
3316 ~ast 149th st 

3316 East 149th st ) 
3517 Ea.st 117th st 
3430 East 14:0th st 
2036 Ea.st 132nd at 
3357 East 146th st 
2210 :last 40th st 
8937 hclid ave 
2878 Kqfield Road 
1018 LakeTiew Road 

10307 Somerset ave 
876 Lakerlew Road 

11112 Greenview ave 

10616 hclid ave 
1574 !aylor Road 

1351 West 6th st 
3383 •ast 119th at 
llational. Cit7 :Bank :Bldg 
3255 . .&.l tamont Road 
3590 Harvey Road 
2993 Hampshire Road 
1315 Cleve. Bgta :BlTcl 
1921 last 97th et 
Schofield Bldg 
10008 South Blvd 
1761 Ohester ave 
17120 South Woodland Rd 
Publie Square Bldg 
3509 East 154th st 
1365 East Blvd 
1600 East 30th st 
1216 Standard Bldg 
10703 Grantwood ave 

13512 Kinsman Rd 

Young .A.Iler. Behr ew Ass• n. 
CleTe. Independent .&.id Soc~ 
Bellefaire 
Beechmont Club , 
Sherith Jacob Cong~ 
Sigma Alpha Ku Fraternity 
:B'nai :B1rith Heights Lodge 
Oleve. Zionist District 
Child Care .&.ss• n. 
Jewiah Center 
Council ~ducational 
.Alliance Leaders Group 
0er Chodesh AD.she Sf ar,d Cong. 
Orthodox Jewish Orphan Home -
l:insman Aux. 
Orthodox Jewish Orphan Home 
Bivai Zedek Sisterhood 
Ohel Jacob Cong. 
Hgta !emple Men• s Club 
Jewish Natl Workers .i.11..f504 
Hgte !ample Cong. 
!emple Ken• s Club 
Hgta Temple Sisterhood 
Bikur Cholim Sick Relief 
Society - Ken's Group 
Pioneer Women• s Org. fl.,, 
Jewish CarpenterB Union -
Local 1750 
Orthodox Jewish Orphan Home 
I. 105tf St. Auxr 
Phi Lamda Iappa 
Kt. Sinai ltoepital -
Women's Tolunteer Group 
Jewish Center Ken's Club 
Kt. Pleasant Consumptive .&.id• 
Jewieh lelfare 1ederation 
Judea Ladies Auxiliary 
Mothers League for Girl Orphans 
Jewi ah Young Ad.ult Bureau 
Bgte !ample Cong •. 
CleTe. Zionist Diatrict 
CallP liee .&.aa•n. 
United Order of True Siatera. 
Hebrew l'ree Loan Ass• n·. 
Hadaasah - Senior 
Anti-Defamation Le&g11e 
Oamp Wiae Crew . 
Poale Zion f2 • 
h.clid A.Te !emple Cong. 
Jewiah :Big Brothers Aas• n. 
!eth Hamidrosh Hagodel Cong. 

Jewieh Social Agency Repreeent-
atives 
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lladler, Mrs. (Hilda) Ben 
Neubauer, Mrs. 'B. 

---lleumark, Mrs. Leo I. 
Palchik, Ben 
Paul, Dr. E. Martin 
Permu.t, lvelyn 
Persky, A. E. 
Peralq, Jack A. 
Perslcy, Joseph H. 
Phillipa, Mrs. L. W. 
Pilleradorf, George 
Porath, Rabbi Israel 
Presser, Mrs. Yetta 
Rosenthal, Herbert A. 
Rosenthal., Rabbi Rudolph 
Rosenthal, S. 
Rubin, Ruth 
Schwartz, Mrs. B. 

Sehweid, Julius 
Shapiro, Ezra z. 
Shapiro, Mrs. Uriah 
Siegel, Mrs. Louis 
Silberman, Jerome 
Silbert, Jud88 Joseph H. 
Silver, Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver• Barnet 
Simon, Max 
Singer• Louis 
Smilow, z. 
Snyder, Mrs. A. 
Sobel, Lawrence S. 
Spitzer, Miss Sadie 
Sta shower, Joseph G. 
Sia.shower• Mrs. J. 
Steiger, Aaron A. 
Steinberg, Philip 
Stern, Abraham 
Stern, Berna;rd G. 
Stern, Emanuel N. 
Toll, Mrs. Herman I. 
Wald, Joseph S. 
larshaw, P. N. 

leidentbal, Mrs. Clarence 
-.... leidentbal, Leo 

Weinberg, Mrs. Joseph 

, Weinberger• Adolph 
Weisburg, Julius 
leiss, Dan 
Weiss, Harry 

1502 Hillcrest 
10114 Parkgate ave 
2943 South Park Blvd 
10836 Tacoma ave 
2052 Ea.st 90th st 
2627 Colchester Road 
5010 food.land ave 
925 Soc. for Savings Bldg 
Union Commerce :Bld« 
3310 E. Overlook Road 
hgineera Bldg 
3297 East 117th st 
10001 South Blvd 
Union Commerce Bldg 
3130 Mayfield Road 
1768 East 25th st 
10110 Pierpont ave 
12406 Woodside ave 

1485 Eas~ 107th st 
Union Commerce 13ldg 
3691 Blanche &Te 

12622 Edmonton ave 
1799 Merwin ave 
13803 Cormere 
E. 105th & Ansel Road 
3693 East 146th s t 
700 'fest St Clair 
2431 Overlook Road 
3516 Severn Road 
10303 Somerset ave 
I B C Blc18. 
2489 Overlook Road 
Union Commerce :Bldg 
1600 Hillcrest Road 
19626 Cedar ave 
1712 ?l BC Bldg 
2143 East 7th st 
359 Leader Bl d8 
1532 Ansel Road 
3345 Chalfant Road 
3534 East 157th at 
3350 last 139thet 

2227 Bdgerton Road 
J'ilm Bldg. 
2988 l.ucllow Road 

2400 Sup rior a.Te 
503 Pro'8pect-rourth Bl.<18 
9000 Cedar ave 
2701 Hampshire Road 

B'nai B1rith Hgts Aux. 
Sheri th Jacob Ladies Aux. 
Temple lomen1 s Asa•n. 
Jewish Progressive Aaa•n. 
League of Jewish Youth . 
Junior Hadaaaah-Rgts Group 
Orthodox Old Home 
Tau :lpailon Rho 
Euclid Ave. Temple .Alumni 
Gan Iffi 1fomen1 a Club 
:Sinai B'rith-Bal.four Lodge 
Nivai Zedek Cong. 
An.she Galicia Sisterhood 
Bl na1 :a• ri th-Cleve. Lodge -
Hgts. !emple Cong. 
Cle'V8. Hebrew Sch. & Inst. 
Junior Hadassah-Central Group 
Beth Hamidrosh Hagodel -
Sisterhood 
Oheb Zedek Cong. 
Cleve. Hebrew Sch. & Inst. 
Pioneer lomen1s Org. f2. 
Xeren Htvesod Women's Club 
Cleve. Hebrew Sch. & Inst. 
Cleve. Zionist Society 
The !emple Cong. 
lorlonenls Circle Br. f?9. 
Jewish Welfare J'ederation -
.lmer. Hebrew Benev. Ass• n. , 
Euclid Ave. Temple Men1 s Club 
Quun :lsther Ladies .lid Soc. 
H.B. S. U. 
Cleve. Jewiah Singing Society 
Jewish Center Ctng. 
Jewish Center Sisterhood .. 
B1na1 B1Rith..- Cleve. Lodge , 
Jewish Social Service Bureau 
Xnesseth Israel Ciong. 
Phi Sigma Delta Graduate Club 
B' nai B1 ri th Hgts Lod&e . 
B~ na.1 B1ri th - Cleve. Aux. 
An.she Marmorish Cong. 
lorkmen•s Circle Chorus -­
Mandolin Orchestra 
Haclaaaah - Senior 
Hebrew Cultural Garden Ass• n. 
J'ederation of Jewiah Women's 
Organizations. 
!he !emple Cong. 
lorlcmen1 1 Circle-Branch 559 
Kinsman Jewish Center 
Beth lluddroah.bshe Galicia 
Cong. 
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Waltman, :Sen 
leltman, Maurice M. 
Winograd, Barney 
Woldman, Albert A. 
'fyner • :ldward D. 
Yager• H. M. 

12801 Edmonton ave 
606 Standa:cd Bld8 
9811 Parkgate ave 
Standard Bldg 
1680 Belmar Road 
996 Linn Drive 

Jewish Recreation Council 
Jewish Recreation Council r 

Ohave Emmuni Cong. 
B1nai B1rith - Cleve. Lodge 
Hgts Temple .ll.umni Ass• n. 
Marmarisher Young Men's 
Benec. Ass• n. 
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SCHOOLS COMMITTEE 
Jewish Community Council 

Report on Released Time Plan for Religious Educa tion 

The Released Time Plan 

The released time plan provides for children to be excused from publi c 

school classes one or more hours per week in order t o a t ten~. a r e1.igi_ous school. 

The release is granted upon the wri tt.en request of the pare:::! t a:r..d i:nn. head of 

a religious school. The plan calls for either one specific hour tc, ~~ set as i de 

each week for this purpose, or a "stagger" type of schedule of va1•j oufl l10u1~ s • • 

through the day and week for students of different ages and l evel s , 

Under this plan, the children whose parents and church school heads do 

not send a written request to be excused, r emain in the public school s duri ng 

the released time periods. They may either continue with their regular wo r k or 

are given special work. 

In some cases the religious schoo ls must send their attendance records 

to the public schools, so tha t the la t ter may know whether the children ar e 

actually in attendance at the religious schools, 

History 

The first sponsors of the released time plan were chiefly Protestant s , 

who felt tha.t their Sunday Schools and vaca tion schools did not give adeq_ua t e 

religious training. The first city to adopt the plan was Gary, Indiana, in 

1913. Since that time, and particularly between 1920 and 1929, the movement 

spread throughout the country. It is estimated tha t at the present time the 

plan is in operation in 500 communities in 41 states. About 400,000 students 

are enrolled in the country at large, exclusive of New York City, which has 

Just voted to introduce the plan. In 1934, there wer~ 32 communitiei in Ohio 

which had adopted the released time program of religious education. 

Usually the third to the sixth grades have been most affected. Junior 

and senior high schools also have been included in a number of communities. 

About 25 percent of the communities in which the plan has been ~ccepted have 

given scholastic credit for such religious instruction. 

Three types of church schools have operated for this purpose: (l) 

schools operated by individual churches; (2) schools operated Jointly by 

several churches of the same denomina tion; (3) schools operated jointly by 

several denominations. The last has been most frequent. 

The extent of public school cooperation has varied. In some cases the 

teachers have merely received reports of attendance from the religious schools. 

In others they have taken a "religious census" in their classes for the 

Note: The factual information sUlllL1arized in this report was obtained from 

the American Jewish Committee, Mr Israel Chipldn of the New York Jewish 

Education Committee, and other sources. 
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churches or have assisted in organizing the religious school classes.· In.at 
least 27 cities religious instruction actually has been given in the public 
school buildings, 

Participation at first was lar~ely by Protestants. Rec ently Ca t holics 
have been taking a more active part in the progr<.J.JI1. Jews as a rule have not 
participated. In large cities they alre&.dy have had af t er-school religious 
instruction, and in small communities they have found it difficult or impos­
sible to organize special classes one day a weelc for ·~he :t f-'.•T J 8\'·: 3l1 en.~ lu:i.·2n. 

Legal Aspects 

There is little special legislation and few judicial opinions concc·,1 n­

ing the legality of the released time plan. Only 8 states have specific lcc..,''f 
permitting it. The others have launched the program without the enactment 
of such laws. This has been the case in Ohio. 

Such opinions as have been render ed have sometimes been contradictory. 
Nevertheless, even with some opposing opinions, the plun las continued in 
opcr~tion, and no instances of its being actually stopped by court action arc 
lmown. 

(A legal analysis of the general question has been prepared by Mr 
Kallin and is available.) 

Arguments for the Plan 

The following argumentK have been generally given in support of the 
plan: 

1. The public schools thereby recognize officially the importance of 
religious education and help to counteract the anti-religious movements in 
the community. 

2. The plan recognizes and gives approval to the existence of re­
ligious differences in America. 

3, It would give religious education to may children not now re­
ceiving it. 

4, It would ease the schedule of children desiring religious instruc-
tion. 

5, It would make provi!ion for religious education without violating 
the principle of separation of Church and State. since the religious instruction 
would be given outside of tho public school buildings, by teachers of the child­
ren's own faith. 

6. The individual parent has the right to choose any type of education 
he wishes beyond the minimum required by tho state. 

7. With the plan of staggering the rclcasod time periods through the 
week, churches could omploy full time, professional religious teachers, 
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Arguments against the Flan 

The following points have generally been made in opposition to the plan: 

1. It end.angers or violates the principle of separa tion 0f Church and 
State, by opening the door to sectarianism in the public schoo l s,. J.t mak3s 
the public schools attendance agents for the chu.r~h C" ch'"' ol -.. I i t ~1~.s ~-s ·~.ot 
done it encourages truancy and cheating. It is m: en t eri 11t; w-,dt~:' f 1r t lie c·x­
tens tion of sectarian religion in the schools, as evidence~t L:. surr e ('i tj e:..; b:r 
the extension of the program until the religious classes ure actuc.lly hf~lc:. t:t 
the public school buildings. 

2. It discriminates between children who wish religious in~truct· 0n 
and those who do not, and is embarrassing to those who remain behind in p,~:0 1 :_t· 
school classes while the others leave. By high-lighting religious diffe r en ces , 
it increases the opportunity for antagonisms. 

3. Such religious education would be largely ineffectual, particularly 
for Jewish children. It should be stressed that one hour pe, r week is inadequate 
for proper education. 

4. It would weaken the stress on more intensive instruction. 

5. The central problem of Jewish education has been not to get the 
child to enroll in a religious school, but rather to keep him there a suffi ci ent 
number of years to make it really meaningful. 

6. Actual experience has shown that Jewish children have not used 
the released hour for religious instruction. 

7. It involves serious administrative problems. If all of the children 
were permitted to leave on the same hour, and many took advantage of it, there 
would not be enough religious school facilities and teachers to provide for 
them. On the other hand, unless all children were released at the same time, 
it would be impossible to provide proper grading for them in the religious 
schools. If the stagger plan were used, permitting children to leave at dif­
ferent hours during the school day and requiring them to return in an hour, 
there would not be sufficient facilities near the school to make it possible for 
them to return in time. 

8. In the case of the Jewish group, the plan involves the problem of 
providing adequate facilities near each public school for at least three types 
of instruction desired by parents, namely Reform, Conservative. and Orthodox. 
This would be particularly difficult for the Orthodox and Conservative institu­
tions. The Catholics do not have this problem of differences in ritual. The 
Protestants, when unable to eatablish separa~e schools for each church, have 
jointly organized schools for all the churches of a particular sect; or have 
established inter-denominational schools, despite minor differences of ritual 
and practice, which apparently are not as great as those which exist among the 
Conservative, Orthodox, and Reform Jews. 
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9. The children remaining in public school while the others left 
would feel that they were wasting time unless they were given importunt work, 
in which case those who had left wo-u.ld be de~~ rived of it, 

10, Character education and universal religious values, as contrasted 
with sectarianism, already are woven into the entire public school program. 

Alternatives 

The following alternatives to the released time plan have been offered: 

1. Dismissed Time Plan -- According to this proposal, all of the 
public school children wo-u.ld be dismissed from school one hour earlier than 
usual a t the end of the school day, on one or more days per week. Those who 
wished to attend religious schools at that time cou~.d do so. The others woti.lr'. 
go home or would engage in any other activities they wanted, No written re­
quests from parents or schools would be needed, the public schools would keep 
no records of religio-u.s school attendance, no children wo-u.ld remain behind 
while others went to church schools, there would be no distinction in the public 
schools between those who a t ·cended religious classes and those who did not, 
and the question of religious eaucation in church schools would be completely 
separated from the public schools. The proponents of this plan believe that it 
would achieve all of the purposes of the r eleased time plan without the serious 
dangers involved in the latter. 

2, Credit for Religious Education -- This plan would have scholastic 
credit given in public high schools to students who passed religious examina­
tions. The tests would be given by leaders of their own faiths under the 
supervision of the Board of Education. The plan is now being tried in Pitts­
burgh. 

3. Universal Religious Values -- Some believe that more stress should 
be put in the public schools on character education and universal religious 
values and concepts. 

Jewish Attitudes, As Evidenced Recently 

It is rcport ~d that in New York, where the released time plan recently 
has been the subject of widespread discussion, Jewish leaders and groups were 
unanimously opposed to it, Amo~ such groups were the Jewish Education Com­
mittee end the Board of Jowish Ministers which include all groups in Jewish 
life. Other non-sectarian groups. such as the Public Education Association, 
the Civil Liberties Union, and the United Parents Association likewiao opposed 
it, 

It was the ju~ment of a number of these groups, that since the New 
York Stare law compelled the adoption of some plan by the public school. the 
"dismissed time" plan described in this report would be far preferable to the 
released time proposal. 
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Our Conclusions and Recommendations 

Your Committee has analyzed the information available to it, of which 
the above is only a summary. After full discussion and consideration. we are 
unanimously agreed that the dangers and weaknesses of the released time plan 
outweigh any possible good that might come from it. 

We believe that the doctrine of separation of Church and State is a 
fu.nda.mental pillar in American democracy, and that the adoption of this plan 
threatens the preservation of that doctrine. 

We believe that although the involvement of the public schools in 
religious educa tion through the plan may be only modest at first,it will evoJ.0, 
further until the religious school classes are actuall:r held in the pubj i~ 
schools, as has already occurred in some communities . 

We believe that the plan opens the way to discrimination and embarrass­
ment of the children whose parents do not choose t o send them to religious 
schools, or whom~ not have a school of their r eligious faith available to them 
in their neighborhood and therefore will be compelled t o r emain in the public 
schools while the others leave. 

We are convinced that instruction for one hour per week for 40 weeks 
per year or less is not enough to be really meaningful and significant to 
youngsters. 

We deny the allegation that the public schools are "godless" or 
"irreligious". We believe that religious values are already a basic part of 
the school curriculum. 

It goes without seying that this Committee believes firmly in religious 
education :and is in complete agreement that it should be supported and streng­
thened. Some of the members of the Committee have in fact ma.de religious 
education their life work, We do not believe, however, that the released time 
plan 1s a desirable method of achieving a more widespread and more intensive 
religious education for children of public school age. 

November 27, 1940 

Respectfully submitted, 

SCHOOLS COMI·ilTTEE 

Rabbi BR Briclmer, Chairman 
Dr Azriel Eisenberg 
Mrs Benjamin Levine 
Abraham Kollin 



The Clevelann Press 
February 11,1941 

EAST CLEVELAND TO ACT ON SCHOOL" RELIGION CLASSES 

An experimental plan for religious education in the East Cleveland 
public school system will be presented to the East Cleveland School Board 
at its next meeting March 3. 

11 The plan has been considere!l by churches of East Cleveland, ·b6th 
Protestant and Catholic," said the Rev. Tho~as D. Ewing, secretary of the 
East Cleveland Ministers' Association. "If approved, it would go into 
effect next September at Kirk Junior High School. 

"There would be one class period each week for religious education. 
There would be one teacher for tno ProtestP.nts, one for tho Catholics and 
one for tho Jewish children if they wanted the program. Each church group 
would provide tho teacher. No tax money would be involved. 

"Classes would be voluntary and parents• consent required. We hope 
that the classes may be hold in tho school instead of at tho churches. If 
classes arc established in the high school later, the matter of school cre­
dit could be discussed, New York has put a plan of religious education into 
effect and Chicago is about to do so." 

A similar plan also was placed in effoct yesterday in Youngstown pub­
lic high schools. 

11 It is a. pa.rt of a n~.tion-wide movement, 11 said Dr. John R. Hagan, 
superintendent of parochial schools in tho Cleveland Catholic dio~ese. 

"It is now being considered by the School Board in Akron." 

Institution of a religious education plan in a Cleveland st1burb 
would mean that such~- pla.i\ would be considered in Cleveland public schools. 

"Our religious educ~.tion departmont has been interested in the East 
Cleveland project and has been quitely canvassing sentiment for such work 
in the city schools," said the Rev. o. M. Walton, executive secretary of the 
Cleveland Church Federation. "But no move has yet been ma.de to request it." 
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JEWISH COMhtn~ITY COUNCIL 

ti" Summary of a Special Meeting Wednesday, February 26, 1941, 8:30 p.m., at the 
Community Temple 

1. Attendance There were present 126 representatives; 9 members of the Jewish 
Welfare Federation !oard of Trustees in addition to the 16 others 

who were present as official members of the Council; and 3? visitors. 

2. Purpose Mr MR. x Simon, chairman, explained that the meeting had been called 
at the request of some members of the Council for the special pur­

pose of considering the propos,3d national advisory budget service of the Council 
of Jewish Federations c.n.d Welfare Funds. The representatives already had receivGd 
throu~h the uiail copies of the majority and minority reports of the committee of 
the national Council ex:_Jlaining tho proposals and the reasons for and against it, 
the lcttGr of transmittal for the referendum which was being conducted nationally, 
and tho ballot setting forth the two questions which Federations and Welfare ~ds 
were being requested to act upon, 

The first queation was whethor the national Council should estab­
lish advisory budget service for national and overseas agencies appealing to local 
cotru.i,unitics for financial support. The socond question was whether as a first 
stop, a Commission of 5 to 9 persons should be appointed to ma.kc rccom1.1endations 
for 1941 for the Joint Distribution Committee, the United Palestine Appeal, and 
the National Ref~ee Service. The Commission would be appointed by the president 
of the national Council, the chairman of its l3oard, and the chairman of its Com­
mittee on National l3udgeting Proposals, subject to confirmation by the Board of 
the Council. The Board would not have the power the~eafter to change or pass on 
the decisions of the Commission. 

Rejection of the first proposal would automatically dispose of 
the second, the chairman stated. Approval of th~ first would require separate 
action on the second. 

The matt£r was now being submitted to the more than 200 member 
Federations and Welfare Funds of the national Council in a referendum for their 
approval or rejection. If approved, the national Council would be empowered to 
implement the proposals. 

As noted in the call for the meeting, the Cleveland Jewish Com­
munity Co"l!ncil was not a member of the national Council and had no official vote 
in the referendum. The question was one of vital interest and widespread concern, 
however, and commanded the earnest consideration of every thinking Jew. It was 
clear that there was a sharp divergence of opinion on the matter, some believing 
the proposal to be constructive and a force for unity, others believing that it 
would be harmful and would divide Jewry. 

Every shade of opinion was represented in the Community Council. 
In addition to the official representatives, the jnembers of the Jewish Welfare 
Federation Board of Trustees had been invited to attend, to hear the dicussion, 
and to participate in the meeting. The Federation had the responsibility for cast­
ing Cleveland's official vote in the referendum. 

There had been some question of the wisdom of the Community 
Council's calling the meeting, and whether this matter came within the scope of 
the Co\l?lcil, the Chairman stated, The Council had not only the right but the duty 
to discuss questions which bore so deeply into Jewish life, he said. Likewise, 
if the Cou.nci l could not be trusted to consider such questions, it haa. no reason 
for existence. The purpose of the meeting was not to create tension, but rather 
to relieve iti to have a frank and intelligent discussion, with all points of view 
expressed, rather than the separate meetings which otherwise would probably have 
occurred where only one side was likely to be heard. 

The meeting was then opened for discussion by the representatives 
and invited g\!ests. 

3. Discussion In the discussion which followed, the proposal was su9ported by 
Joseph M :Berne, Mrs Siegmund Herzog, and Edward M Baker; and was 

opposed by Saul Danaceau, Albert J. Wold.man, Rabbi Armond E Cohen, Rabbi Rudolph 
Rosenthal, Ezra Z Shapiro, Rabbi B R :Sriclmer, and Rabbi A H Silver. • The various 
points made in behalf of the plan, and in opposition to it, are summarized below, 
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Rabbi Cohen informed the Council that the :Board of the Cleveland Jewish Cent er 
had adopted a resolution in opposition to the budget plan. The resolution was 
read. Mr Woldman stated that the Administra tive Committee of the American 
Jewish Congress had voted unanimously to oppose it, and read from a letter from 
Dr Stephen S Wise, urging local communities to r eject the plan. 

4. Fact Finding There was no difference of opinion on the value of the fact-
finding service which the Council of Jewish Federations had 

been rendering. It was urged that this fact finding should be continued and ex­
panded. The difference arose as to whether the Council should attempt to inter­
pret and evaluate these facts and submit judgments on the ~encies, rather than 
sending only the facts and leaving it to each community to evaluate them. Those 
who favored the proposal believed that the Council should add such judgment. 
Those who oppos ed the plan, urged that the Council should confine itself to ob­
.iecti ve facts. 

5. National c:i.nd Overseas It was explained that the proposal involved only 
national and overseas Jewish agencies. It was not 

intended to render any judgments on local agencies. This would be left complete­
ly to each community, as in the past. 

6. Democracy It wns st:1ted by Rabbi Cohen, Rabbi Rosenthal, Mr Wold.man~ 
and Rabbi Brickne r. that tha plan was undemocra tic. 

Firstly. it wo'1.!ld centralize power in the hands of a small ,r;roup. Instead of 
giving the people at large more voice o.nd more participa tion in these decisions, 
it would give them less, The proposal with reference t o the Joint Distribution 
Committee, United Pn.lestine Appeal, and Na tional Refugee Service, would pl ace 
decisions i n a group of 5 to 9 men, with no one else having the ri g.ht to r evi ew 
or veto their action. This »irresponsibility" had no parallel in Jewish life~ 
Rabbi Rosenthal stated, a.'la. wn.s directly contrary to the basic t enet of democra­
cy, namely rcspo:1.si bili ty to the people. 

In the opinion of Rabbi Cohen, the institution of such a 
plan would represent an 11 unthinkable surrender of autonomy and sovereignty" by 
the communiti0s of America. The power would be given to the national Council of 
Jewish Federati ons. composed of Federations which historically were not democra­
tic in their composition and ,,,hich were partially s~lf perpe tuating in t heir 
l eader ship, he said. Only when democratic Col!ll~unity Counc i ls had been organ­
ized throu~hout the country, and a national organization repre senta tive of t he se 
Counci lshad be en created, would the coJJUm.!llities be willinp.; to give up any of 
their autonomy, he believed. In his judgment, the fundamental issue was a test 
of .American Jewry's d.evotion to democracy, as applied to J ewish life. 

No two communities were alike, Rabbi Brickner pointed out. 
Emotions as well as calm judgment must be recognized ~s a factor in budget de­
cisions, The essence of a.emocratic practice was to teach people how to think, 
rather than what to think. 

Mr Berne. on the other hand, stated that the Federations 
had been the greatest influence !or communal harmony in American Jewish life. 
They had brought togeth~r all elements of Jewry to participa te in one great cause, 
namely the raising of funds for their fellow Jews in need. He could not agree 
that the Federations were not democratic. 

He stated further that the major purpose of Federations and 
Welfare Funds was to raise money, and pointed out tha t i ~ the l ast Welfa r e ~.md 
campaign 2-1/3 percent of the contributors had uiven 58 perc ent of tho money 
raised, ann( that ? ·percent- ol~the contributors had given 75 percent of the money 
rais ed. The Federation and Fund of necessity had to secure l eeder ship whir.h 
would have the influence to raise funds under these conditions , he s ' t d. L9ad.er­
ship could not be changed overnight, he stated, and he asked t ho se who were 
critical of it to determine whether they were primarily inter r.s t ed in t he Feder­
ation's raising money or in some other factor. 

Mr Baker described democracy as an unfolding process. 
which had developed degree by degree. The action of the Cleveland Federation in 
sponsoring the formation of the local Community Council was in line with that 
trend, and the Federation had been responsive t o the changing rcnuirements of 
the community. Recognition had been given to all worthy c::i.uscs, in lucUng those 
with which the leaderahip of the Federation was not in complet0 agr Jem:nt. He 
deplored the injection of any claos issue into the consideration of the proposal, 
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, 7. Promotion Mrs Herzog, Mr Baker, and Mr Berne stated that the plan 
was not in any sence an attempt by the national Council to 

impose its will upon thr country. Rather, they said, many communities had clam­

ored for such service, and hc..d been req~P.sting it from the national Council for 

yea.rs. More than 40 cities had c.i.sked for a nati onal budgP-t service, and this 

demand had been intensified by the conf~sion resulting from the decision of the 

J.D.C., U.P.A., an.d N.R.s., not to have a joint national appeal in 1941. 

RRbbi Silv0r did not believe that there hc:.1,d been any 'l!rgent 

deman.d fro□ the cot!ntry for such a service. He stated furthermore that the 
original intent had been to push through a vote at the Atlanta Assembly, b'l!t that 

confusion as to voting procedure and the opposition -,hich had been expressed 

there had forced submis~ion of the matter to the communities in a national rcfer­
enduin. 

Rtlbbi Cohen felt that the sponsorship of the proposal was 
strongest among tiose who believed in the liquidation of the nationhood of the 

Jewish people. 

8. J.D.C. Position Mr Berne st~ted that part of the opposition to the plan 
had taken the form of a vieoru~s criticism of the Joint 

Distribution Committee, a criticism which he felt ,,as entirely t!lljust and most 

unfortunate. The J.D.C. ai1a its le~ders were intPrP-sted not only in E'l!ropean 

relief, but had demonstroted a deep concern for Palestine and Jewish cult'l!ral 

activity. Not only had they given s'l.!bstantial s't!pport for s'l!ch ,,ork, but they 

had likewise sr1ent vast sums in Poland 1:.nd East c> rn Europe, disproving any con­
tention tha t they were interested only in German Jewry. This .,ork of salvation 

was going on in Europe and all over tl:e world, de8pite the war, and without in 
any way aiding Germany. Any r,~mors to the contrary must be stopped, he 'l!rged. 
The belief that the J.D.C. w&.s responsible for the breakup of the United Jewish 

Appeal nationally likewise was false, he said. 

To this, Mr ~akcr added th&t to characterize the J.D.C. 
leadership as persons desirin~ to liq'l!id,'.te Jewish life was both unfair and 'l!ll­

realis tic. Their entire history of activity disproved. any such contention. And 

that it was impossible to carry oi1t a policy of ass imilation even if people 
wanted to, nm.st be apparent to everyone by t ~~is time, he said. 

I'n reply, .Mr . Shapiro nnd Rabbi Silver stated that no one 
had attacked the J.D,C. leadership or its a.cti'lity, nnd th~t the J.D.C. was not 

on trial. Both had demonstrated their support for the J.D.C. by actively camp­

aigning for it for many years, as had other oppon~nts of the budget proposal. 

Neither the J.D.C. nor the German Jews needed a defense, they said. Tne J.D.C. 

was not the sponsor of the budget plan, 

9. National Council Rabbi Silver had pointed out that his opposition to the 
plan was not in any sonse an oppo3ition to the national 

Council of Jewish Federations. On the contrary, it was as a friend of the Co-u.ncil 

and as a member of its Board that he opposed it. The Council had done splendid 

work in its fact finding service and wan indispensable, in t his field. Thin 

sho'l!ld be expanded and more financial support shot~ld be given to it to make 
such expansion possible, he said. The moment it departed from s'l!ch service and 

entered the field of evaluation and j'l!dgment, however, it would lose its ob­
jective character, and not only its inte~--pretations but even its facts would 
come to be questioned. Its integrity would be nffected, and the result wo'l!ld be 

a calamity for the usefulness of the Council. 

10. Criticism Mr Berne deplored also the criticism which he said had 
been made ofthe N.R.s. an~ the Federation leadership. 

Extension of such criticism wo'l!ld bring chaos and wo1.1.ld affect the s'l!cccss of 
fund raising efforts. Attacks could not be made and confidence could not be 
destroyed, except for a groat cause, he said. Vit~peration muut be eliminated, 

and fairness must be extended to all, Otherwise, all ca'l!ses would suffer. 

Individuals could be found in any group who had been guilty 

of conduct unlo'orthy of Jews, 1'-ir :Baker pointed out. To denounce tho entire group 

for the aeti~ns of these persons was manifestly unfair and was the very practice 

which Jews have long condemnod. For any Jew to enet.go in such unfair tactics 

was a distinct disservice ,tt> Jewry. 
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Rabbi Silver and Mr Shapiro 8€reed that vituperation had 
no place in such discussions. The consideration was purely one of issues, and 
should hav~ no affect on personal relationships, The absence of vituperative 
criticism of J.D.c. and N,R,S. leadership should apply likewise to the U.P.A. 
leadership, it was said. 

If there were any differences with individuals, they stated 
that it was "!1th the views of the~e men on this issue, and not with them a!! 
personalities. 

11. Ideology Mr Shapiro, Rabbi Silver, and others stated furthermore 
that there were basic differences of id~ology, and that 

this could not honestly be overlooked, There was no disagreement that tho J,D.C. 
needs were critical and that vast sums were needed for it. The question, however, 
was what proportion of the total funds should be used for these immediate needs, 
and wha t part should be spent a.t the same time for ,,,hut Zionists believed to be 
the more constru.ctivc, long time solution for the problem. They wore convinced 
th~t to concentrate overwhelmingly upon immediate needs would be to make a tragic 
mistake - a mistake which had been made after tho last war, and a practice to 
which they were fundamentally opposed. 

Mr Berne stated tha t the J.D.C. also had an ideology, that 
of immediate service to t hose in need, but that the present diffe r ence between 
the U.P.A, and J.D,C. wa s a matter of only a small percent. The real issue, he 
said, was the question of how the maximum amount could be raised for all of t he se 
causes, 

12. Unitz Mr Berne stated also tha t he was more interested in harmony 
than anythir1g else, and that t bis wa~ a ll important. 

American Jewry could not afford internal quarreling and attacks in these critical 
times, with the fut~re of JP-wry perhaps depending upon what was now being done. 
To be divided was 11 macness", he sr-dd. Mrs Herzog, too, expressed a desire for 
unity, and said tha t it ~~s to avoid strife and fr i ction in communiti es tha t the 
budget proposal was being made. 

Rabbi Rosenthal, Rabbi Brickner, and Rabbi Silver pointed 
out that rather than build unity, the proposal woul d split Jewry as it.had not 
been split in a generation. Th.at this would happen was clear from the emotions 
that already had been aroused and tho allignmcnts that had taken place, and in 
the interest of unit~, they urged that the plan be defeated. They sta t 0d also 
that others than Zionists were opposed to the plan. 

13, Time Mr Berne pointed out tha t the initia tion of the proposal 
had its beginning in the appointment by thG na tional Co~i.ncil 

of a special Committee to study the possibility of nati onal budge ting in the 
summer of 1940, before there was any breakup of the Uni t cd J oi:ri sh A~ponl; a:1d 
th~t the committee had come to the Board of the ~£. tional Counci l for approval of 
its recommendations in October, 1940. when the negotiations with r o a r d t o a 1941 
United. Jewish Appeal had only begun. 

Nevertheless, Rabbi Briclmer, Rabbi Rosenthal, Mr Wold.man, 
and Rabbi Silver thought th~t the proposal was premature, and tha t t r. is wAs the 
worst time in which to a ttempt to put it through. The co-untry wa s in uo mo<"' 6. 
or temper to introduce so radical an innovation, in a period of war t ensi on c..nd 
when the nation and Jewry were on the verge of new developn1en ts, W..1y go in to it 
because some ind.olent communities requested the service , Rabbi Briclmer a sk.:-d, if 
it will tear Jewish life to shreds. If it has merit, it should better come by 
gradual evoluti.on,he said, and there would be no great harm in tRkir.g d.1. 0tl..c l'.' year 
to consider it. Rabbi Silvor like .rise felt the: t so impcrt '"'nt a quec-:t ion :--ho.,_ld 
not be forced through in 6 or 8 months. Actually the final r epor t of ~he Co~mittae 
had not been accepted until the night before it 1as prcsoni .Q to t ho na ti ona~ 
Assembly in Atlanta, and none of the Committee members had seen it until trey 
arrived there. The proposal was for a permanent plan, and not just a temporary 
arrangement for one year. Why the haste, he asked. 

14. Optional or Mandatory Those in favor of the plan emphasized that the service 
would be only advisory 1.n char acter. Each community 

would be free to accept or reject tho recommendati ons of the ne tional coIIlj.J ~ t tee 
which would be created, There was certainly no nor3 danger in t hi 3 than ir. ·i;he 
present system of budgeting, they said, with the ame kind of people d o~!l~ the 
budgeting. In essence, it was a mstter of confidence, they believed. 
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To say that these recommendations would become mandatory 
was fantastic, it was said. No small group of people could secure and wield such 
power in American Jewish life, and totalitarianism in American Jewish life was 
impossible. Rather, communities would use this service merely as a guide, and 
if they didn't like the recommendations they would ignore them. Instead of 
fearing standardization in Jewish life,disruvtion was more to be feared, it 
was stated. The national Council had no iesire to exercise any compulsory will 
over its cons ti tu\.,;nts •. 

On the other hand, the opponents of the plan believed that 
despite its technically advisory character, the national budget service would 
become largely compulsory and would become an allocutions committee instead of 
only a budgnt advisory com~ittee. Few people, particularly in small and medium 
commur,ities, would take it upon themselves to challenge the recommendations of 
a committee which would have great prestige by its very nature and by its access 
to professional assistance. The Zionists could not be asked to put the fate of 
their movement into the tands of such a small committee, with the chance of 
strangling the Zionist movement. 

15. Impartial or Subjective The opponen,.t; of the plan contended furthermore 
that it was impossible to find impartial people 

who were vitally interested in thcs£ matters. One could not be objective about 
such questions, and rccommendutio.'4ls would have to be colorod by basic points of 
view. The requirement th·· t persons appoin tLd to the national budget Commi ttco 
would have to sever ttoir connections with the n~tional agencies involved did 
not alte r this situation, they believed, since such artificial action could not 
change the vim's i"'nd outlook they hr-d built up in a lifetime. 

Specificnlly, they objected to a Committee which would be 
chosen by three people, two of whom would be the president of the national Council:­
and chairman of its :Soard. They cited statement!-l and actions of these two inc.ivi­
duals which they said were dcfini tely anti-Zionist in character, and they co-u.ld not 
trust the fate of thejr movement to a Committee which they would select. 

Some felt more generally that the projection of the plan at 
the present tiinc ~ould put the future of Je\-,ish life in the hands of persons whose 
record had been one of opposition to Zionism. Thl~ they could not do, partic-u.1-
arly when the entire position of the Jewish people and the future of Palestine 
might be at stake in th-3 dcliborations to follow thE) war. Local communities 
should not surrender the right to determine tho validity of tho questions in­
volved, they believed. 

The claim that the Allotment Committee of the 1940 United 
Jewish Appeal had demonstrated that a Committee could be chosen and function to 
the satisfaction of all parties concerned, was discounted with the statement that 
this committee had distri.buted only the surplus after the agencies themselves had 
agreed upon a division to meet their minimum requirements, The agencies thus 
had assured themselves of their minimum operation, and this was far different from 
turning over the entire decision and allocation to such a committee, it was saic .• 

The advocates of the plan, on the other hand, while agree­
ing that no one could be completely objective, thought that persons could be f'o•md 
who were sufficiently fair to do Justice to all groups and agencies. As a matt er 
of fact, fair minded men wo-u.ld lean over backward to do ·justice to agencies wi tn 
which thoy were not in complete agrc0mcnt, r c-. ther than the reverse, it ,-,as stated. 

16. Need Mr Berne pointed out that there were great variations 
among different cities in the proportions of funds granted 

to the national and overseas agencies. It did not apparently represent an in­
telligent distribution of funds. The information on the~e agencies took months 
to compile, and months to digest. He believed that the budget committees in 
local communities wanted more than just information - they wanted the judgment 
of those who had compiled tho inforlilG.tion and understood it most fully. With 
that assistance, he thou~ht the communities could make their allocations more 
intelligently and tnth greater understanding. If communities wanted this 
service, they shO'l .. '.ld be permitted to have it. And if they didn I t like the advice, 
they didn't have to use it. Mr Baker felt, too, that to oppose the bud«et plan 
would be to dony the service to those cities that wanted it. 
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Rabbi Briclmer, on the other hand, believed tha t it was 
an indolent procedure for communities. They sho~ld be given all of the facts, 
he t hought, and should then make their ovm analysis and ,judgment of them. Further­
more, he was not concerned primarily with solving the problems of other communi­
ties in this matter. He believed that the question to be faced primarily by Cleve­
land as a basis for its vote was, does Cleveland need t1is service! He believed 
that the Bu.dgGt Committee in Cleveland was competent to form its own judgments. 
with the full facts before it, and that it did not need the evaluation and 
interpretation of a national committee. Why vote for a dubious proposal, he 
asked, when there is no apparent need for tho sorvico in Cleveland. 

Rabbi Silver and Rabbi Rosenthal likewise felt that Cleve­
land had not asked for the service and did not need it. It was stated further­
more that other large communities had not asked for it, and that the major 
advocates of the plan came from eastern eities that did not have Jewish W8 lfare 
Funds -- and yet it was the Welfare Funds for whom the plan was being proposed. 

17. Action It was moved by Ur Danacea.u. and duly seconded, that the 
Community Council should oppose the national budget plan 

in the following resolution: 

The Cleveland Jewish Community Council, organized under the 
sponsorship of the Cleveland Jewinh Welfare Federation a s a 
democratically repreS l]nti.i.tivc body of our Jewish commu..1ity. at a 
special mcetine of its full body of delegates, after due discussion 
and consideration of the proposals of the. national Council of Je,·1ish 
Fede ations anJ Welfare Funds for tho establishment of a so-called 
National Advisory Budget Service and~ special commission to make 

recommendations on tr.e needs of the Joint Distribution CoID!"littee, 
the United Palentine Appeal, and the Na tional Refugee Service, 
hereby expresses its disapproval of such proposals and urges The 
Cleveland Jewish Welfare Federation und Welfare Fund to r e ject 
such projects at the forthcoming r ef erendum thereon. 

Be it further resolved tha t a copy of the foregoing Resolution 
be sent to Tho Cleveland Jewish Welfare Federation a.."ld. Welfare Fund 
and to the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds. 

In a risi!lg vote this res olution was adopted, voicing 
the Community Council's opposition t o the national budge t plan, by a veto of 
approximately 81 to 2. 

18, The m0cting was then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(signod) Philip Bcr~stein 

Secretary 


	ms4787.039.014.0977b.pdf
	ms4787.039.014.0977c.pdf



