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Babb1 AH Silver 
The !ample 
I 105th & Anael Boad 
CleTeland, Ohio 

Dear Babbi Silvera 

I• m aor17 \hat I haven I t had an opportuni t7 to g1 Te 7ou the 
information 7ou wanted for a repq to llev. KoClintook1a letter. 

I have checked the available data I know about. The moat ez
hauative argument againat the releaaed time plan waa dratted 
b7 Dr Horace Ia.llen. I am informed t.hat Dr liaenberc alre~ 
haa aent llev. McOlintock a cop7, in repl.7 to the letter which 
he received. Rabbi Brickner and Kr Benesch alao ba:n replied. 

I am enclosing a cop7 of the memorandum which Philmore Baber 
presented to the East OleTeland Board of Education last night. 
You alght want to send it to Bev. McOlintock. 

I thought you might want to ban eome of rq reaction■ to the 
statements he malce11 

(1) The Jewe are not 1 obetructloniat• in the matter. They are 
oppoaed to the plan as a matter of deep principle. Hor 11 
the oppoei tlon en tirel.y Jevi1h. Ve17 proml.nen t Protestant 
lead.era have expre1aed the Judgment that the releaaed time 
plan 11 not the anawer to the problema ot religioua educa
tion. We mentioned two of them in Mr Haber'• 1tatement. 
!here are o there. At the recent meeting of the lu t Olne
land :Board of Education, the oppoai tion came not fro• the 
Jew1 but from prominent Protestant lq church lead.era. In 
Bew York the United Parente J.1aociatlon, the Teach.era Quild, 
the Public ~ducation J.ssoclation, and other non-1ectarian 
group• are o~oeed to it. !he lfew Tork Ti11ee on Nondq, 
Mq 19, reported that the Bew York Il.ndergarten-0 Teacher, 
J.11ociation vae asking tor the repeal ot the releaaed time 
law. 

(2) !he opposition of religious educator, 11 baaed la part upon 
their doubt• that the plan would atrengthen the rellgioua 
foundation ot the nation. !hq belieTe, on the oontr&17, 
that one hour per week le not enoup tor a meaningtu]. re
llgiou1 education, and that 1 t might be a boo•rang b7 411-
oouraglng participation in aore lntenein prograaa. Thq 
feel also that the transfer of this function to the public 
achoolaiwoul.4 weaken the influence ot the home and the church, 
and thlit in the long nm thi1 would not be in the beet 
intere1t1 of religion. 



Babbi AH Silver 

(3) 1or these reaaona, and others, th.97 do believe that the plea 
llight encour&&e religious illitera07, rather than overcome it. 

(4) .ill Jewieh 7outh are not receiving a religioua education. We 
have the ause problems as Christians. But we believe that we 
am.et continue to try to reach thoee not now receiving a religious 
education through the home and the 97D,&g0gue, and not by- giving 
the re11ponsibilit7 to the public schools. 

(5) The conatitutional question baa not been eettled. Court deciaione 
and attorne7 general•' opinions in other atates have taken both 
aides. It has never been teated in the United Sta.tee Supreme 
Court. It has never been tested by the courta ot Ohio. We are 
convinced that it violate■ the spirit 8lld intent ot the doctrine 
of aeparation ot Church and State. 

(6) We have eve17 deeire to cooperate cordially' with the Proteataat 
sad Catholic groupa in the effort to arrive at aome mutual]T ac
ceptable program that will intensity the influence ot religion 
in the live■ of our children. When we heard throup the newspapers 
that the released time plaa had been agreed upon b7 the Catholic 
and Protestant groups in East Clev.eland, ve took the initiative 
in arranging a meeting to exchange views. We proposed that other 
meetings follow in which the three groups would continue to tJ7 
to arrive at a Joint program. Untortunatel.7 we heard noth1nc more 
until we received a copy ot the petition tor released time which 
alreadJ' had been sent to the kat Cleveland :Board ot ~at1on. 
It there 11 to be any charge of laclc of cooperation, I think that 
clearq the shoe 11 on the other toot. 

It there is 8ZJ7 other information which 7ou want, I shall be happ7 
to supply 1 t if I can. 

(i) , ~ , 

~~,.~.,.: --
Secreta17 

Mq 21, 1941 



JEWISH COMMONI TY OOUNCI L 

Summary of Meeting Wednesday, June 25, 1941 1 at 8:30 p,m,, at Euclid Ave Temple 

1. Minutes Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the 

minutes was dispensed with. 

2. Finance Mr Abraham Stern, treasurer, reported that ~uring the first 

five months of 1941, the sum of $435.00 had been r ec aived 

from 107 organizations. With the b&.lance ce,rri od over from 1940, tho total 

income had been $741.00. Expenses had totalled $245.44, lenving a balance on 

Juno 1 of $506.66. 

Thrity-four organizations owed dues for 1941, and five of 

them owed back dues. The Executiv~ Committee had informed the groups which 

owed dues for previous years that al though t!leir pe.rticipation was needed and 

desired by the Council, in fairness to the other organizations tho Committee 

would be compelled to suspend their mombership unless their back dues were re

ceived before its next meeting. The report was o.c~cpt cd by the Council. 

3. Committee Tho Cho.irman, Mr Philmore Rabe :::·, nnno11nced tho ap:-9ointment 

Appointments of the following comr.iittcos, statin,~ that ~n e:fc·~t had been 

made to add new members and. that one-tr'.ird of tho~e a2Jpoint ed 

were serving for the first time. Others would. be given an opportuni t y ~o serve 

whenever possible. 

Schools_00111;~itt~: Rabbi BR Brickner, Chairman; Dr Azriel 

Eisenberg, Mrs Benja.rain L~vine, Abraham Koll in, Rabbi Louis Ent1;el hcrg, and Mrs 

Joseph Stashower; Arb5. ~12tio1.1....9.9_l'ffitli ttee.! Herbert ?..osenthal, Chai:-:-mnn; D R Hertz, 

Vice-Chairman; Rabbi Harold Goldfarb, Judge S;,i.muel Silbert, Ra.l1bi S M Zambrowsk~; ~ 

Dr I Milcoff, Harold Glickman; Ka.§.h.;]3:t_~_Q.Qr:i.~ni.~t~_e) Rab.Di Israel Pora th, Che.ir

man; Abraham Stern, Julius Schweid, F..c.b~1 i I avi J. Gem.: th: :t~bbi Jago Klein; 

Political Issues Commi tte~~ Rabbi A H SiJ.ver, Ch"Jrman, Sa.,J: J}.ma~eau, Dan 

Wasserman, Max Simon, and Mrs Miltoa Hclle; ) on:::4t~:_s ~.--Qt~!-l-~££.f.a2. ,Tq,ri.sh Com1cil: 

Albert Wold.man, Chairman; Edward M :Bokor, GevrGe W i!u:-t:1., [ma Ju.lb.ts ·;~·cisberg. 

National 
Budgeting 

The Chairmnn irrf orr..cd tho Council th'.:'.t n.t the last meeting of 

tho E::wcu:t!. ,re Commit toe, a mot ion hac"1. b Gen mo.de to urge the 

Council of J~wish :B1ca_erations c.nd Welfare Funds to ,'.lbn.ndoj1 

its nntional budget c.dvi .<Jory p:;:•oposnl, beco.use of the closeness of the vote in 

the referendum. Tho Corruni ·ctoe had ngroocl tho.t before any n.ction were to.ken on 

the motion mor0 inform~:cion should be s ccured on the present stntus of the 

matter, and that the subject should be plo.ccd on the ngcndo. of the Community 

Council meeting. 

The official tally had been 141 votes in favor of the proposaJ. 

(cast by 54 cities), and 127 votes against the proposal (cast by 53 cities). A 

number of agencies which had the right to vote had not done so. 

The Board of the national Council had therefore agreed not t" 

institute budgetary recommendations, as had been contemplated by the proposal~ 

Instead, it was seeking to extend its present services in accordance with the 

Minority Report and the minimu..~ wishes of those who favored the budget proposal. 

on some basis of mutual agreement if possible. 

The Secretary had learned from Mr Simon Shetzer•, chairman of 

the national committee which had opposed the budget proposal, that this committ c• 

wae not asking oomr.ru.nities for further expressions in the matter at tho pros9nt 

time. He ha.d learned also from Mr Harry Lurie, cxecuti vc director of the na.t-· 

ional Council, that his organization likewise was not asking for further cxpros•• 

sions. Mr Lurie had given public assuronco that cvon had tho majority beon 

larger, tho nature of the opposition wns such thnt the Council would not have 

gone ohond with the budget plan. Tho Chairman reported that negotiations were 

now under wa:y to work out a program mutually acceptable to the advocates of the 

plan~ and it wn.s hoped thn.t these efforts would result in some harmonious agree••· 

ment. 



Under the circumstances, it appeared that any further action 
by the Community Council would be neither wise nor necessary at the present time. 
It was therefore moved, duly seconded, and carried that the matter be referred 
back to the Exocutive Committee, with power to act. 

5. Xashruth 'rhe Council at a previous meeting had reforrod to tho lxocu-
tivo Committee the question of dietary observance by community

wide Jewish organizations in their public functions. Tho Chairman reported 
that in considerin& the matter the Committee had recognized that it was not the 
function of the Council to decide or legislate religious questions. The Com
mittee felt, however, that tho matter did involve community hll.rmony nnd n con
sideration for tho religious convictions of vnrious clements. 

The Executive CommittJ:se had unanimously voted, therefore, to 
recommend to community-wide organizations which seek the interest and participa
tion of all elements of the community that they have non-meat menus at their 
public luncheons and dinners. The Committee felt thnt this would not invade 
pri ve.te prnctices, r-.nd was a rensonable courtesy to a::tend to persons who other
wise would find it difficult or il!lpossible to attend those functions. Such a 
policy would add the strength of their participation• and would not detract 
from the participation of fairminded and sincerely interested persons whose 
views differed on dioto.ry prnctice-. A lotter embodying this recoI?U:1ondntion 
would be sent to all Jowish organizations which cnme within the scope of its 
purpose. 

s. Arbitration Mr Herbort Bosontha.l chn1rmnn of the Arbitration Committee, 
reported on the following cases! (1) a dispute between two 

factions of a scnll synngogue nnd the lo.ndlord, h..i.d been arbitrntod by Judge 
Samuel Silbert, David Ralph Hertz, and Meyer Wolpaw, and the decision had been 
complied with; (2) a suit by a Congregation against an adjoining property owner 
had been handled by Mr Bosenthal as conciliator, and an agreement had been 
reached; (3) a dispute between the Orthodox Rabbis and a butcher over Xashruth 
had been arbitrated by Henry Rocker, Morris Barick, and Ezra Shapiro, and the 
decision had been complied with; (4) a dispute over the collection of a loan 
made by a recent Hungarian immigrant had been settled by the Secretary as 
conciliator; (5) a suit a.gninst a Congregntion for re-sale of n cemeto.ry plot 
had been handled by Mr &.ber, £'.nd o.n agreement had been roached. 

The Committee and arbitrators were commended for the time and 
effort given, and the service rendered the community. 

7. Ley;u.e for Mr Irving Hexter, Chairman of the League for Human Rights 
Human Rights informed the Council of major recent local and national 

developments with regard to anti-Semitic and un-Amorican 
movements and their relationship to tho current war situation. He asked the 
organizations to report to the League office any such matters which required 
attention. 

a. General Jewish Mr Albert Wold.man, ch.airman of the special Committee con-
Council corned with the General Jewish Council, reviewed recent 

devolopments and presented the recommendations of his. 
Committee. He stated tlul.t at the beginning of the C\lrrent year tho situation 
of the Gonoral Council seemod hopeless, nnd that in March two of the consti
tuent £l&Oncies, tho :B 1nai ! 1rith Anti-Dofomation Loo.gu.e o.nd tho American 
Jewish Committee, had launched Q Joint fund-raising campnign independently of 
the other two members. The American Jewish Congress had strongly objected to 
this nction, nnd o.ftor failing to secure passage of a motion to dissolve tho 
Genorol Council, had withdrmm from it· early in .April. 

Kr Woldmnn1s Committee htld written to tho national orgo.nisa
tions ond hod received replies from all but the Congress. Another lotter wns 
being sent to it. Mr Wold.Dan read the letters from Henry Monak7, prosidont of 
:e•nai B1rithi Adolph Hold, ch~irmnn of the Jowish Labor Comnittoe; Sidney 
Wallach, of the .American Jewish Comm.ttoe; ond Isaiah Minkoff, rocently np
pointed executive director of the General Jewish Council. 



The reports were uniformly optimistic, stating that the 
General Jewish Council had been reorganized by the remaining three agencies, 
which had invited the Synagogu.e Council of America also to affiliate; the Execu
tive Committee and Pu.blic Relations Committee had been reorganized; a capable 
executive director had been emplo)19d; tho Plan and Scope Committee had brought 
in a program for more effective action; a Committee of lay-men and professionals 
from the various agencies had bean formed to coordinate their activity; p1ans 
were being made for cooperation with other organizations; the doors were open 
for the return of the American Jowish Congress: and other steps wero under way 
in a general spirit of cooperation. 

Letters had come also fro~ nbout 20 of the 45 cities to which 
Mr Wold.mo.n's Committee hnd written. None of th8J!l had taken any nction in tho 
oatter since the withd.rawo.l of tho Congress, tu.though several had expressed con
cern over the la.ck of nntional Uhity o.nd asked to be iafomed of what the 
Clevelc.nd Council did. 

On the basis of this information, the committee made the fol
lowing recommendations to the Community Council: 

"l• That we write to the General Jewish Council to express 
our gratification with the activity now under way to make the General Council 
the active and effective organization which American Jewry needs and wants. 

"2. That we e~ress our gratification with the movement to 
make the General Jewish Council more inclusive and moro representative. 

n3. That we express the hope that the American Jewish Congress 
will resume its membership in the General Jewish Council. 

114. That we urge that machinery should be set up promptly to 
provide for the regular oxchange of information and advice between tho General 
Jewish Council and communities throughout the country. We feel that the leek 
of this contact has been one of the major weaknesses of tho General Council in 
the past, and that it is necossa.ey for more intelligent and more effective action 
nationally and locally. 

"5. That we send copies of our communications to other com
munities, in view of their request for this information." 

The Coomittee had olso considered tho S'\18gestion mndo at a 
previous oeeting of the Council, nanely that it call a national conference of 
representative Comraunity Councils to consider the question of national Jewish 
leadership and unity. It had agreed that the tiae was not ripe for such action 
and that an opp_ortuni ty should be given to the revived General Jewish Council 
to develop. If after a reasonable tine the General Council did not function 
properly, the proposal would then be reconsidered. 

The roport was discussed at length. It was criticized by some 
as having failed to touch what wo.s rogardod as the central issue, naoely joint 
fund raising, and that this would ho.veto be tho foundation for any real co
ordination. It wo.s said thn.t the Cocoitteo had not explained o.dequa.tely why the 
Congress had withdrawn, and these roasons were given ns (1) failure of the 
General Council to achieve coordinntion of activities; (2) failure to foraulato 
plans for cooperative action; (3) failure to coordillllte defense activities in 
local coo..'"IU?lities: (4) by failing to coke policies, it had added to the confusion 
in coJ:ltlWlitios: (5) it had actu.nlly stitmlated cocpetition m::iong the agencies. 

It was said further thnt all ao.Jor national organizations should 
be called upon to Join in aono dmocratic action. It wna tea.red that the present 
status of tho Goneral Council was noro in thtl real.c of proJ:1ise thon activity, 
and that any prenature praise night leo.d other coarmnitiea to do likewise. It 
wo.s believed that nore infornation and tho\l&ht wore required, and it wo.1 thE>ro
fore coved end duly aooonded thnt the whole quostion be referred to the Execu-
tive Cotmittee for further study. 

Others, however, stated tho.t the present atart code b1 tho 
three organizations ahould not be lost, but should serve as a cucleu.a for 
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further development -- that "half a loaf' was better than none"; that the report 
al.ready included some of the thoughts of those who were critical. of it; that in 
general the report went as far as the Community Council could go at the present 
time; that the essence of the problem was not joint fund raising, but rather 
coordination of defense activities, and that this shouldn't be sacrificed because 
of differences in ideologies; that even at the present time the Council included 
many; of Congress members through their affiliation with the B1nai B1rith and 
Jewish Labor Committee; that the addition of the Synagogue Co~cil ma.de the 
General Council substantially representative of .American Jewry• It was said also 
that the representatives present were ready and able to act on the report, and 
were responsible for doing so -- that this was the function of tho Council, and 
that the ma.tter sho~. not be roferrod bo.ck to tho hecutivo Committee, 

A substitute motion was made and duly socondod, that the Council 
approve the recommendations calling for the return of the Congress to tho Gonoral 
Jewish Council, a.nd for the General Council to become more inclusive o.nd ropro
sentative; and that the recommendation express~ng gratification with the present 
activity to make tho General Council more effective should be reforrod to tho 
Executive Committee. This motion was defeated, 

It was then moved, duly seconded, o.nd carried that tho Council 
approve the recommendntions ot its Committee, 

9, Festivp.l of A I Hau.soon reported th~t a Committee composed of JW!los Miller, 
Freedom Cho.irman, SOJ!l\lol Horwitz, Loo Ascheman, Mrs Jack Bloch, nnd 

hicself had been cooperating withthe Festival of Freedom in 
behalf of the OoDDU.nity Council, About $650 had been raised by the Comt1ittce 
to date from Jewish orgnnizotions and a limited nuober of individuals to help 
finance the e-nt. He o.sked those who had not yet sent in contributions to do 
so prooptly. He reported tha.~ o.n outstanding progro.n was being n.rrnngod, de
dicated to the freedoc of speech, the press, asseobly, and religion, and to the 
unity of the entire coI.UlUllity. A capacity attendance of 75,000 was expected for 
the event, which would be held in the Stadiuo on the evening of July Fourth with 
a.dnission free. 

10. Schools Dr Azriel Eisenberg, reporting in the absence froo tho city of 
Rabbi BR Brickner, roviewed the situation since tho last 

ceeting with regard to the proposal for denocinational classes in the East 
Cleveland Public Schools which had been cado by tho Protestant and Catholic 
clergymen there. He reported that at the May 5 neoting of the Board when tho 
mtter was presented, opposition to the plan ha.d been expressed by several 
Protestant l~en: that tho Schools Cot1t1itteo had presented the reasons for 
the Jewish conounity1s opposition at a neeting of tho Board on May 20, with 
Mr Haber, Rabbi :Brickner, Joseph Stashower, and Mr Hertz speaking in bohru.f of 
tho OoJ!lTlUility Council. 

Tho Board had inforced the Schools Comittee at thll.t tice 
that it had infornal.ly rejected the proposal of the clergynon and hM offored 
two alternatives; (1) n non-dononinn.tional religious class which all ntu.donts 
could attend: (2) pernission for children to lcnve school ond attend classes in 
their respective churches. On June 2 the olergytton had official.17 infomed 
the Boo.rd of their rejection of thee two proposals and that they would continue 
to seek adoption of their own plan, but would postpone action until there was 
o. "bettor understanding" of it. The president of the :Bonrd wns qu.otod in tho 
newspapers a.a stating that thecpestion would rest until the olergynen took the 
initiativo in raiaing it again. 

While the matter apparently was temporarily suspended, the 
lcshools Committee would continue to give it close attention, with the advice and 
assistance of the officers and several other prominent members of the community. 
it was emphasized that the Committee had consiatentl7 and cordially pointed out 
its desire to cooperate with the Catholic and Protoatant groups in some plan 
that would not violate American principles, and plans were now beiJl8 considered 
tor a city-wide interfaith committee to •tucq the whole question of weekday 
religious education. It had tried to make clear too that tho division was not 
entirely between Jews and Christiana, but that thore were differences among 
Protestants on the question. i'he Comittoe was comended for the work it had done. 



11. Membership Upon recommendation of the Executive Committee, and upon 
motion made, duly seconded, and carried, the Council approved. 

the membership applications of the Heights Jewish Center, and the Young Men 1 s 
a.n~ Young Women's Organization of the Heights Jewish Center. 

12. United Servico The Chairman explained the purposes of the United Service 
Organizations Organizations campaign to provide recreational activities 

for the men in the army and navy, and urged full support 
for the campaign. 

13. Reports The Chairman urged the representatives to roport promptly and 
regularly to their organizations on the meetings and communi

cations of the Community Council. Ho emphasized that such reports were the only 
meo.ns by which the groups could know who.t the Council was doing and could in•4 

dico.te to their representatives What they wanted the Council to do. 

14. No othor business coming before the meeting, it was adjourned. 
\ 

(signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

Cleveland Zionist Society 

Dear llabbi Silver: 

The question of dietary practice by community-wide organizations 
in their public functions has been brought to the Jewish Community 
Council for constderation, and the Council authorized the Execu
tive Committee to take whatever action it thought appropriate. 

In giving thorough consideration to this question, the Committee 
has <:i-one so with the recognition that it is not the function of 
the Community Council to legislate or determine r~ligicus prac
tice. Rather, the Committee h&s approached it from the stand
point of the effectiveness of the organizations involved, and tho 
unity and harmony of tho community. 

After full discussion, the Committee has voted to recommend to 
Jewish organizations and agencies which soek the interest ru1d 
participation of all elements of tho community that thoy arrange 
non-meat menus for their public dinners and luncheons. 

The Committee believes that this is a reasonable courtesy to 
extend to those elements which want to assist comnru.nity wide 
organizations but which have felt that they could not attend 
their public functions because tho menus violated their reli-
gious convictions end sensibilities. We know that Jewish organi
zations sponsoring a.n interfaith meeting on Friday would not 
have a meat menu, out of courtesy to their Catholic guests, and 
we are confident that every community-wide organization will want 
toJhow the same degree of consideration to Jewish participants. 

The Committee believed that such a reasonable policy will help to 
encourage the participation of various elements of the community 
end thus will add strength to our community wide agencies, without 
detracting in any WEJ¥ from the interest of fair-minded persons 
whose views may differ on dietary practice. 

June ~, 1941 

Sincerely yours, 

/~;~ 
Philmore J Haber 

President 
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Copies to Dr Stephen Wise-Amer.Jew.Congress 
Sidney Wallach - Alper.Jew. Committee 
Henry Monsky - B1nai B1rith 
Adolph Held - Jew. Labor Committee 

Mr Isaiah Minkoff, Executive Director 
General Jewish Council 
295 Madison Ave 
?lew York, N Y 

Dear Mr Minkoff: 

At the meeting of the Jewish Community Council on June 25, a 
full report was given on the current st:..tus of tho General 
Jewi.sh Council as described in your recent letter ~.-.1d i.n similar 
letters from Mr Monsky, 1-u- Held, and Mr Wallach. 

Our Council which on several occasions has expressed its doop 
concern over the need for a uni tcd and active national Jewish 
leadership in the defense of Jewish rights, has instructed mo 
to express to you our grntification with tho activity now under 
way to make the General Jewish Council -the active Md effective 
organization which Americe..n Jewry needs and wants. 

We are gratified,· too, with the movement to make the General 
Jewish Council more inclusive and more representative, and we 
earnestly hope that the American Jewish Congress will resume 
its membership in the General Jewish Council. 

We would i,i.rgc, too, thnt machinery should be set up promptly 
to provide for the regular exchange of information nnd advico 
between the Genorol Jewish Council o.nd communities throughout 
the country. We feel that the lnck of this contnct hn.s heen 
one of the JD£l.Jor weo.knosses of the Gonero.l Council in the 
past, c.nd that it is necessary for more intelligent o.nd more 
effective o.ction nationally and locally. 

We trust thnt you will convey this mess~e to your Executive 
Committoo, and thnt you will keep us informed of dovolopments 
as they occur. 

Juno 27, 1941 

SincerolJ yours, 

Philmore J Haber 
President 
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Dr Stephen S Wiae 
American Jewish Congress 
330 W 42nd. Street 
lfew York City 

Dear Dr liso: 

I regret very much that we have not received a reply to our 
letter of June 16, inquiring concerning the attitude of the 
American Jewish Congress toward the General Jewiah Cotmcil 
at the present time and the plans of the Congress in this 
matter. We had hoped to present your response to our Com
munity Cowicil at its meeting on Wednesday, June 25. 

The Council did have before it replies from the other three 
defense organizations, and from Mr Minkoff, executive director 
of the General Council, whom we wrote at the same timo. It 
considered, too, the points made by the Congress in the memo
randum which your organization presented to tho General Council 
when the Con&19esa withdrew. 

After a full diacuasion of the situation, our Council instru~ted 
me to write to the General Council, and I am enclosing a copy 
of the letter which was authorized. You will note that our 
Council, which is composed of all elements of Cleveland Jewry 
including the leaders of the four major defense organizations, 
earnestly hope that the American Jewish Congress will again 
become a member of· the General Council, so that the apparent 
revival of the General Council mq develop and provide the united 
and active leadership which oll .American Jewry has been seeking. 

We are most anxious to know your views and those of the Congress 
in the matter, Md wo trust tha.t you will favor us with o.n enrly 
reply. 

June :n, 1941 

Sincerely yours, 

Philmore J Baber 
President 
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LETTER TO OTHER CITIES WHICH ASKED FOR Iln-'ORMATION 

We appreciate your prompt response to our inquiry of June 12, 
and are pleased to inform you of the action taken by our Jewish 
Community Council, in accordance with your request. 

At the same time we wrote to you, we also communicated with 
the heads of the four organizations which had constituted the 
General Jewish Council and Mr Isaiah Minkoff, who was ~ec~nt:y 
appointed executive director of the Ge~eral Council. 

The replies which we received from them informed us that the 
General Council had been reorganized by the B1nai B•rith, 
American Jewish Committee, and J.evillh Labor ·Committ·ee; ._ :hat 
they had invited tho American Jewish Congress to resUI!lc i~s 
membership and had invited the Synagogue Council of .America 
also to o.ffiliate on a par with the others; the Executive 
Committee and Pu.blic Relations Committee have boon reorganized; 
a capable executive director hns been employed; the Plan Md 
Scope Committee has brought in a program for moro effective 
action; a Committee of lay-mon and profossionnls has boon formed 
to coordinate the activities of the agencies; that plo.ns are 
beill8 made for cooperation with other organizations; and that 
other steps were under way in a general spirit of cooperation. 

On the basis of this information and after a full discussion of 
the matter, our Council instructed me to write in its behalf to 
the General Council, and I am enclosing a copy of my letter for 
your information. 

June 'Z'/, 1941 

Sine erely yours, 

Philmore J Haber 
President 
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Babbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
J: 105th & Ansel Boad 
Clneland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silvera 

I thought 7ou would be intereated in the encloeed 
COP7 of a letter from the .American Jewiah Oolllllittee 
8oncerning the article on the Jeviah problem in 
the last issue of the Atlantic Monthly. We have 
had aimilar word from the :B 1nai ~•rith Anti-Defamation 
Leagu.e. 

Jul.7 11. 1941 

Sincerely yours, 

/'~Q~ 
Philmore J Hafer 

Preaident 
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URGENT 

To Presidents and Representatives: 

We have just been asked by the Ma1or of Cleveland to 
help in the collection of aluminum for national defense. 
We are of course happy to give all possible aid. 

Specifically, our member organizations (and other civic 
groups) are asked to supply volunteers to make a house 
to house canvass and to note which houses have old alum
inum articles which they can give to the government. They 
are only to make a note of thesq houaea and turn in their 
reports. 

They are NOT to collect the aluminum themselves. This will 
be dono by tru.cks later and will be arranged by tho city on 
the basis of these reports. 

The city has been divided into districts for the purpose. 
FAch district has a chairman. A list of these chairmen is 
enclosed. We have noted the districts in which the members 
of our organizations are most likely to work. The district 
chairmen will give your workers full instru.ctions. 

Will you or someone from your organization please call the 
chairman of the district in which your members will work 
and tell him how many workers he can count on from your 
group! This job mu.at be completed immediately. Will you 
please call him at once? 

July 16, 1941 

" 
Sincerely yours, 

~ {'O,,,,f/~ • 

Philmore J Haber 
President 

P.s. If you have any questions about this, please call Mr 
~crnstein, Cherry 8176. 
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iabbi A H Silver 
The Temple 
I 105th & Anael Rd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Bab bi Silver a 

You will be interested in the enclosed copy of a 
letter receiTed from the Vaad Leumi, concerning 
the gran.ta which were authorized by the Contingent 
J'und Committee at it1 meetin& in June. The queetion 
raiaed concerning the al.location to the lolel Vareav 
Poland can be conaidered by the Committee at it1 
fall meeting, when a JlUllber of other applications 
alao are to be acted upon. 

Sincerely youra, 

'j"~ ~---~C 

Aa1iatan/D1rector 

September 2, 1941 

-
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:::::=~C:~b ·])ear Babbi SilTer: 
Mn. Jo■eph Goldhamer 
Mr■. Jo■eph H. Or011 

MyronGuren 
A. I. Hau■man 
David Ralph Hert.I 
Mr■. Siepnund Hers<>& 
Irviac Hextec 
Dr. S. F. M. Hir■ch 
MuKohrman 
S. L. Kouoff 
Mr■. Benjamin Levine 
Dr. I. Milcoff 

.1'hese are critical times -- even more so for the Jewish people 

.and other minorities than for the general population. They 
involve critical decisions for our Jewish Community Council. 
which has the central responsibility for determining what 

' shall be done in behalf of the 90,000 Jewish people of Cleve
land to meet the problems from without, and to strengthen 
our community from within. 

A.E.Per■ky , 

Rabbi I■rael Porath "-• _ E i C i i han Rabbi Rudolph Ro■enthal \11.U. xecut ve omm ttee th S year• more t ever before, will 
RabbiA.H.Silver have a place of crucial importance. Its burden of guiding Mu Simon 
Mr■. Clarence Weidenthal the Council in these days will not be an easy one. 
Juliu■ Wei1bera 
Maurice Weitman 
Albert A. Wotdman We shall need your full participation and the full participa

tion of every member - in attendance at meetings, and in 
active assistance between meetings. Ou.r Committee is so 
balanced that tho absence of any member is a distinct loss, 
and hurts. Tho absence of even a few can easily affect the . 
representative character of the Committee - a condition which 
it cannot afford if its judgments are to retain the confidence 
and respect they must have. 

Ou.r first hecu.tive Committee meeting of the season will be held 
next Wednesday evening, September 1?, at 8:15 p.m.. sharp, at 
the Jewish Center (!oard Boom}. Will you please be sure to 
attendT 

September 9, 1911 

Sincerely yours. 

c?~J~ 
Philmore J Baber 

President 
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EXECUTIVE COM!t.ITTEE 
Jewish Community Council 

Minutes of a Meeting Wed.nesdaY, September 17, 1941, at 8:30 p,m,, at the Jewish 
Center 

l. Attendance There were present: Philmore J Haber, Chairman: Philip 
Bernstein, Mrs George Burkin, Rabbi Armond E Cohen, Jerome 

N Curtis, George W Furth, Mrs Jos Goldhamer, Myron Guren, A I Hausman, tr SF 
M Hirsch, Max Kohrman, SL Kossoff, Mrs AF Mellman, Dr I Milcoff, Rabbi 
Israel Porath, Julius Weisberg, Maurice Weltman, Albert Woldman; Henry Kutash, 
und Herbert Rosenthal. 

2o Minutes 

3. Reported 

Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

The Chairman reported briefly upon the following action: 

Kashruth Letters -- In accordance with the action taken at 
the last meeting, letters had been sent to oll commu~ity-wide Jewish organiza
tions, asking them to have non-meat menus nt their public luncheons und dinners. 

Festival of Freedom - The special Committee headed by 
James Miller had raised its quota of more than $800 to help meet the expenses 
of the event. The Festival had been a great success, attracting more than 
65,000 people. The work of the Council's Committee had received repeated praise 
from the leaders of the Festival, and the Committee was commended for its 
effort and achievement. 

Aluminum CoJ)ection -- The invitation from the Mayor of 
Cleveland to assist in the collection of aluminum for national defense had been 
gladly accepted. All of the member organizations had been contacted immediately 
to enlist volunteers for the house to house canvass, and a number of such 
workers had boon provided. 

Citizenship -- The Council was again cooperating with the 
joint Committee of B1nai B1rith and the Council of Jewish Women in providing 
citizenship training for Jewish aliens. Several hundred persons had been as
sisted in the past few years through class instruction and personal advice. 
A special effort was being ma.de to reach those who had dropped out of classes, 
and refugees who were now eligible for citizenship. 

Allen Bill -- Upon the request of Mr Waldman and the American 
,Jewish Congress, the Council had cooperated with other agencies in having people 
write to Congressmen in opposition to the Allen Bill, HR 4873. The Bill would 
bar from the United States persons interned for any reason by a government at 
war until a year after their unconditional release, and would work great hard
ship upon innocent refugees a..~d Nazi prisoners. The Bill wes opposed by liberal 
organizat~ons throughout the country. 

Atlantic Monthly -- When the first article on anti-Semitism 
appeared in the Atlantic Monthly, the Council contacted the national civic
protective agencies to learn wh.::..t they were doing and to urge effective action. 
They replied that they were working together on it and informed the Council of 
their activity. The articles had been answered in the last two issues by James 
Marshall, Professor Louis Finkelstein, Congressman Geller, and Mrs Frances 
Straus. The matter was discussed by the Executive Committee. 

Jewish People's Committee - On previous occasions the Com
munity Council bP..d found it necessary to inform the Jewish community about the 
sponsorship and purposes of the Jewish People 1 s Committee, and to take other 
stops which would help to prevent misrepresentation to tho general public. It 
had been learned that since the German invasion of Russia this organization had 
been arranging "Jewish" masa meetings in other cities. Precautionary steps had 
therefore been taken by the Chairman recontly to avoid misrepresentation should 
the group tako similar action in Cleveland. 
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Community Calendar - Organizations had been asked again 
this year to submit the dates of their special events, so that conflicts might 
be avoided, The material for women 1s groups was being compiled by the Federa
tion of Jewish Women1s Organizations, and the Joint calendar would again be 
published weekly in the Jewish newspapers, 

Informative Material - The officers had tried to be alert 
to informative material that came to their attention, and to send it to Com
munity Council members, Several weeks ago a pamphlet on the economic contri
butions of refugees to America had been mailed to all presidents and representa
tives of member groups, and the Executive Com.~ittco had been placed on the 
mailing list for the national weekly review of the Yiddish Pross. A basis for 
intellig8nt action by the Council was an informed Jowish coJ!Ulluni ty, and it was 
planned to send such items to the members fron time to time. 

National Budgeting - There had been no concrete develop
ments during the summer -on the proposed national budget advisory service. Mr 
Jacob Blaustein, chairman of the Committee which favored the plan, and Rabbi 
Silver as a leader of the opposition, had been asked to try to work out a 
mutually acceptable solution. There had been some correspondence between them, 
but the matter had been in obeyance for the past few weeks. It was oxpected 
that a report would be made to the Board of the Council of Jewish Federations 
r.nd Welfare Funds when it met in Cleveland on Suptembor 27 and 28. 

4, Schools In accordance with previous p~ .. ac·~ice, the Schools Com-
mittee headed by Rabbi Brickner had sent calendars of 

tho Jewish holidays to the superintendents D.nQ deans of the local schools and 
colleges, with the request that examinations ond other important work be avoided 
so that Jewish students would not be penalized by their absence. As in the pn.st, 
their replies had been very c:Jrdialu Tho Committee also ho.d written to the RabbE 
and Jewish educators to ask their help in securing tho coopeTation of Jewish 
parents and children. 

There had been no further local developments during the 
summer on the Rcleo.sed Time question~ In Chicago the Board of Education hn.d 
deferred action. In Missouri, the Supremo Court hnd declared illegal a parochial 
School which had been incorporated as a public schoolo The Committee had con
tinued to gather inform~tion on the question, end some of the members were co
operating in the formntion of an inter-faith Committee in Northonstern Ohio to 
study the entire problem of religious education. 

Rabbi Cohen described the procedure which had been fol
lowed in another large city in the matter. Rabbi Porath raised the question of 
loss of pay by Jewish teachers because of absence on the Jewish holidays. It 
was agreed .. ·that the matter should be referred to the Schools Committee and 
should be brought back to the Executive Committee before any action were taken 
bJ;t it• 

5, Round Table The Chairman, Mrs Mellman, and Dr Hirsch reported on the 
luncheon of the Conference of Christians and Jews which 

had been held on the previous day. More than 600 persons had attended, with 
the great majority of them Christian, and had heard an eloquent plea for 
neighborliness and good will from Mrs CJ Carlin, Catholic leader. The news
papers had givon the event tremondous front page publicity, and the general 
effect had been splendid. A special committee of the Community Council had 
assisted in it. 

Thero was some discussion, however, of the statem~nt by 
Mrs Carlin that "many educators and civic leaders, recognizing the need of 
spiritual training, are advocating the teaching of religion in our public 
schools, •• " It was agreed that caro should be tclcen to nvoid any false impres
sion that the local Round Table supported that position. 

6. Jewish Book Week It had been suggested that the Community Council sponsor 
or cooperate in Jewish Book Week, which is observed in 

December each year. The Cleveland Public Library had offered to assist fully 
in it. In the discussion it was agreed that the project deserved the full 
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support of the Council, to help develop a more informed Jewish community, but 
that the Bureau of Jewish Education was the logical sponsor rather than tho 
Council. It was therefore moved, duly seconded, and carried that the Council 
should aid the Bureau and other agencies in making the event a success, and tho 
Chairman was authorized to appoint a Co!llT.litteo for the purpose. It was suggested 
that the Director of the :Bureau might be asked to address the Council on tho sub
j oct at its next meeting. 

7. Mass Meetings It had been proposed by a represent~tive of the Jewish 
Bakers Union that the Council endorse a series of proposed 

mass meetings in the Jewish neighborhoods to "arouse anc2 inform" people on the 
international situation. The proposaJ. was discussed at some length, and it was 
the unanimous judgment of the Executive Committee, upon motion made, duly seconded, 
and carried, that it would not be wise 01" helpful to have such meetings. 

s. Arbitration Herbert Rosenthal, Chairman of the Jewish Arbitr,ttion Court, 
reported on the following cases: (1) a controversy betw0en 

a family and a congregation over a permit to place a headstone on a grave -
efforts ware still being made to have the COI1Gregation agree to arbitration; (2) 
another dispute over a cemetary lot had been settled by payrnont of a substa:,.1tial 
sum by the congregation nnd a secoi1d purchaser to the original purchaser; (3) 
collection of an overdue loan wo.s boing mr.de in a third co.se; (4) encronch111onts 
on the property of n synagogue h~d be~n removed in a fourth dispute. 

9. General Jewish Council Albert Woldmc.n, Chairman of the Cor;1mi ttce on tho 
General J ,m-rish Council, rqJorted thc.t shortly after 

the lo.st Council nocting two letters h~d been received from Dr Stephen Wise of 
the An.eric;"'m Jewish Con6Tess, sto.ting that he knew of no cctivities under wo.y 
in the Goncro.l Council but thn.t the Congress was cl ways ready to connider v..ny 
genuiae progrrun to consolidate the nationoJ. Jewish d.efcnse activities. Tho 
Synagogue Council, com,rising Reform, Orthodox, ant Conservn.tive Jews, hc.d uc
ccpted membership in the General Council tentatively, with the rir-;ht to continue 
its efforts to achieve n. "more comprehensivo, responsive, and durable form of 

. t. II orgnn1zr". 10n • 

Among the o.cti vi ties of tl1e Gcne :i.·ru Cou.,.1cil durin5 the 
summer were the following: (1) weekly meetings of the Coordinating Committee to 
eliminute duplicc.tion ood implement the defense probrnras; (2) cooperation with 
11011-sectarifl.:1 pro-democracy groups; (3) contnct with commu:1ities, through local 
chapters of the nationn.l ageacies ci1d Comnunity Couacils; (4) planning a three 
or four day meeting in October to bring together persons cngr..ged in Jewish dofense 
work in o.11 parts of the country, to n.no.lyzo com.r.1011 problems nnd develop metJ.1s of 
more effective o.ction; (5) roorganizatioa of the Public Rolntions Commi ttec unc"Ler 
the co-chairmanship of »nil Schlcssinger n.=:td Ir~. Hirshfcld., to de.:-..1 with federal 
[1....."1.d sto.to logislo.tion of special concE:~rn to Jews. 

Mr Woldman stnted thut while these developments did represent 
activity, the fundruneato.l. objective of unity hr'..d not beon achieved n.nd could not 
be achieved until the Americt1n Jewish Congress wns o.gai21 a ccr1ber. He thou6ht 
th~t evory effort should bo made to hcvc the Gene~~i Council nnd the Congress 
resolve their differences. The situation wt1s discussea. by the Executive Coi:unittee, 
rJ1d Mr Woldr:io.n I s Commit tee wo.s ~.sked to report further to tl1e next raeet ing of the 
Community Council. 

10. Wegro-Jewish Relations Henry Kutash, Chairman of the Committee of Negro-
Jewish Relations, explained the origins and opera

tion of the Committee to date. Other members were Sidney Weitz, Leonard La.bewitch ;. 
Stanley Fried.man, George Segal, and Mrs Joseph Weinberg for the Comnnmity Council; 
and Sidney Williams, Roosevelt Dickey, Clayborne George, Chas White, and Arthur 
Taylor for the Negro group. 

The Committee ha~ been formed as a result of conversations 
which Mr Segal had had with Chas Quick, former director of the Cleveland Chapter 
of the National Associatio~ for the Advancement of Colored people. Mr Q.lick had 
pointed to a growing anti-Semitism among Negroes nationally and locally, and had 
expressed the desire to cooperate in counteracting it. The trend had been caused 
in pa.rt by Nazi propaganda to set group against group and thus divide America, by 
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the desire of Negroes to imitate Gentile whites, anQ by specific irritations in 
dealing with Jewish landlords, domestic employment, and business and employm 0 nt 
relationship with Jewish merchants. 

While it was recognized that the problem might not be 
solved entirely, two meetings of the joint Committee haA agreed upon the fol
lowing: Further investigation whould be ma.de of complaints against a large 
Jewish property holder who apparently hao. created a great amount of ill will, as 
a basis for possible action; a sub-Committee of professional workers should 
serve as a fa.ct finding body and should bring back to the larger Committee a 
proposed long range program; a..'1 educational program should be inaugura.t~d to 
buil0. up better mutual understanding, The Committee was just beginning to 
function ancl. was proceeding carefully in seeking the mo[llls to deal effectively 
with the problem. recognizing tho importance of the matter and the dan6er of 
divided minorities in America. 

11. Suspension The Committee was informed that four org~nizntions s till 
owed dues for years prior to 1941, despite ropoatcd re

quests for pajrment. In a.ccorc3.~1ce with the nction tnken by the Committee o..t 
its last meeting, due notice of which had been given to the groups involved, 
it was moved, duly seconded, and carried th£.t the membership of the following 
groups in the Council should be suspended after October 1, 1941, unless their 
back duos wers received before thnt date, and th~t thereafter payt!lcnt of back 
dues in full would automatically reinstr.te their rner.1bership: KinsmD.i"1 A1L"'Cilic:-,~; 
of the Orthodox Jewish O~phc.n Homo, Qlecn Esther Lndics Aid Society, Sigina Alpha 
Mu Graduate Fraternity, and Tau Epsilon Rho Gradun.te ~r~ternity. 

12. Membership Upon motion made, d1.:ly scconc:.ed., and. cnrried! the Commi ttce 
voted to r ecor.u:10nd approval of the followini-; menb ership 

npplic~tions: Ohel Yavneh Congregation, Kinsrnan-Shr.ker ] 1nni ]'rith Lodce, 
Auxil in.ry of the Mont afiore Shelter Home, nnc. tho Pol taver Aid Society. 

13. Defense There was some discussion of the local situation with 
regard to un-American and anti-Semitic activity. Upon 

motion ma.de, duly seco~1ded., ano. carried it was agreed that a major part of a 
future Executive Cot~Jittee meeting should be devoted to a report and tiscussion 
with representatives of the League for Human Rights, so that the members might 
have more inforoation on the situation. 

14~. Meeting It was agreed that the next aeeting of ti1e Community 
Council should 0e ~eld as soon as possible aft er Succoth. 

15. No other business coming before the meeting, it was adjourned. 

( sig,ned) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. • CHerrv 8176 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I'm sorry that you couldn't be at the last 
meeting of our Executive Committee. We really 
missed you. 

You will note from the enclosed minutes that we 
covered an unusually large number of items. 
I'd appreciate it greatly if you could review 
them carefully and would give me any comments 
or au&gestions you may ~va. 

With &11 best wishes, I am 

Sept811lber 26, 1941 

Sincerely yours, 

(!}~9.~ 
Philmore fBaber 

President 
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TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

You will recall that at the last meeting of our 
Executive Committee, and at one or two previous 
meetings, we discussed the necessity of keeping our 
own Jewish people accurately informed as well as 
others. Too often, Jews are unable to answer base
less charges made about our people, and try to 
excuse apologetically a condition which does not 
actually exist, or even become unwittingly guilty 
themselves of spreading these false rumors. 

A very informative pamphlet, nTo Eigotry No Sanction", 
has come to our attention which I believe should be 
in the hands of every representative and president 
of our member organizations. Its cost in quantity 
would be very smtll (about 5 cents per copy - $15 
total), and would be well worth while, in my Ju~ 
ment. 

I shall appreciate it very much, hol1ever, if you 
would take the time to read the enclosed copy and 
would let me kno,., without delay if you ap-prove our 
purchasing and distributing without charge copies 
of the pamphlet to our presidents and represent&
tivoa. We ~ight then charge for additional copies 
requested by the recipients, at cost~ 

October 2, 1941 

Sincerely yours 

Philmore J Haber 
President 



Kr. Philip Bernstein 
Je 1h Collllunit7 Counoll 
Ch oter-Tweltth Building 
Cl wl.and, Ohio 

de r Phlla 

Octobers, 1941 

I wonder hethor you can help , ut wi t,b 
10118 tat I shall need, before Octo r lS, all rel tiTe 
data with reference to Je 1ah Coau!lun1ty Councill in the 
United St tea - bow uny th re are, their general function, 
whether thq have had any national oont r ncea, etc. en 
you h ve gath~red the 1ntormat1on, will ou kindly et in 
touch with••? I want to diecusa the ntire situ tion 
in detail 1th you, 

With love to 7ou, nortnce and the by, I 
r••in 

Ae ever, 

AHStBIC 



JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Summary of Meeting Tuesday, October 21, 1941, 8:30 p,m,, at The Temple 

1. Minutes 

2. Reported 

Copies having been mailed to all members. the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

The Chairman, Philmore Haber, reported briefly on the following 
action: 

Kashruth Letters - In accordance with the action of the Execu
tive Committee, and reported to the last Council meeting, letters were aent to 
all community-wide Jewish organizations. asking them to have non-meat menus at 
their public luncheons and dinners. 

Festival of Freedom -- The Council's special Committee, hea ed 
by James Miller, and including Leo Ascherman. Samuel Horwitz, A I Hausman, and 
Mrs Jack Bloch was commended for having raised its quota of more than $800 to 
help finance the Festival of Freedom. The Festival had been a great success, 
attracting more than 65,000 people, and the Council's Committee had been praised 
repeatedly by the general sponsoring group for its excellent work. 

Aluminum Collection -- The invitation from the Mayor of Cleve
land to assist in the collection of aluminum for national defense had been gladly 
accepted. All of the member organizations had been contacted immediately to 
enlist volunteers for the house to house canvass, and a number of such workers 
had been provided, 

Citizenship The Council was again cooperating with the joint 
Committee of B1nai B1rith and the Council of Jewish Women in providing citizen-
5hip training for Jewish aliens. Several hundred persons had been assisted in 
the past few years through classes and personal advice. A special effort was 
being made to reach those who had dropped out of classes, and recent immigrants 
now eligible for citizenship. Information on the time and place of classes 
~ould be secured from the Community Council secretary. 

Atlantic Monthly Articles-~ The Council had communicated with 
the national civic-protective agencies when the articles by Albert Jay Nock on 
anti-Semitism first appeared in the Atlantic Monthly. The articles were answered 
in the last three issues by James Marshall, Prof, Louis Finkelstein, Congress-
man Celler, Mrs Frances Straus, and Dr Arthur Compton. 

Mass Meetings -- In several other large cities so-called "Jewish" 
mass meetings on the international situation had been held during the past summer. 
The groups calling the meetings had acted on their own responsibility, appearing 
to represent the Jewish communities although in fact they represented only a 
restricted group. The sponsors were the same ones who had held similar meetings 
before the Russian-Nazi Pact in 1939, and then became silent until the German 
invasion in June. 

While no announcement had been ma.de of such a meeting in Cleve-
land, the matter was called to the attention of the delegates as a precaution 
against any misunderstanding. Persons having any questions about such groups or 
1ileetings were asked to call the Community Council office. The Council and 
Executive Committee had given serious consideration to the question, and had 
called ·auch meetings when the representatives thought they would serve a useful 
purpose. The Executive Committee at its last meeting hud unanimously agreed thar. 
c..uch Jewish meetings at this time would not be helpful. 

Community Calendar -- More organizations than ever before had 
submitted the dates of their special events, to avoid conflicts. The material 
fci- the women I s groups hf~d been compiled splendidly by the J'ederation of Jeviah 
Women's Organizations. Gro~ps which had not yet sent in their dates were asked 
to do so immedintely. The Calendar was being published weekly in the Jewish 
newspapers. 

InformP.ti ve M,:,.terial -- From time to time informative m9,teriaJ. 
was being sent to the representatives ai1d presidents. The last item had been a 
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pamphlet on the economic contributions of refugt..es to America. Delegates were 
asked to spread such information among their groups, since the basis for intel. 
ligent action by the community was widespread. accurate information. 

Round Table Luncheon -- A special Committee of the Council had 
cooperated in the first luncheon of the season held by the Conference of 
Christians and Jews. More than 600 people had attended, and the event had re
ceived excellent front-page publicity. The Conference had established a 
regional office in Cleveland, and the l~cal Round Table was planning the most 
active year in its history. Members of the Council's Committee who assisted 
in the~u.ncheon were Henry Frankel, Dr SF M Hirsch, Bernard Goldman. Samuel 
Kloppe~. Robert Kopper, E J Meisel, Nelson Moss, Lawrence Sobel. and P N 
Warshaw. The Federation of Jewish Women's Organizations had contacted tho 
women* s groups. 

National Budgeting -- There had been no definite action during 
the summer on the proposed national advisory budget service. Leaders of both 
the sponsors and opponents of the plan had been asked to work out a mutually 
acceptable solution, and negotiations were in progress. 

Finance -- Only one organization had failed to pay its back 
dues. In accordance with the action taken by the Executive Committee and 
reported to the Council. this organization. the Sigma Alpha M~ Graduate Frater
nity, had been suspended until it made such payment. 

Radio -- The Council had been asked to take responsibility for 
monthly radio programs over Station WHK, as part of a series which would include 
Catholic and Protestant programs. The broadcasts would be held on Sunday after
noons, 2:30 to 3:00 p.m., and it was hoped that they would build better com
munity understanding of the various religious groups and their constructive 
activities. A Committee consisting of Milton Widder, Rabbi Melbourne Harris, 
Dr William Levenson. Rabbi Milton Rosenbaum, and Alvin Fisher had been appointed 
to arrange the Jewish programs. Tho first would take place on November 2. 

Arbitration - Two cases pending at the time of the last Council 
meeting had been settled. One. involving the re-sale of a cemetary plot ruid 
the burial of another person unknown to the original purchaser, had been settled 
through payment of $300 to the original purchaser. In the other case encroach
ments on a synagogue property had been removed. 

3. Jewish Book Week The Executive Committee had a.greed that the Council 
should give its full cooperation to Jewish Book Week, 

which is observed annually throughout the country and would be marked in Cleve
land during the week of Cha.nukah. Dr Azriel Eisenberg reported on the prelim
inary plans for the observance, to stimulate the reading ruid purch~se of Jewish 
books nnd magazines -- in English, Yiddish, and Hebrew. Various channels of 
publicity would be used, th~ublic library and the congregational libraries 
had offered their full cooperation, bibliographies would be distributed, and 
there would be an intensive program for the children. The whole-hearted co
operation of the various organizations was asked. 

4. Schools Mrs Benjamin Levine reported that the Schools Committee had 
again sent letters to the superintendents and deans of local 

colleges and schools, asking their continued cooperation in the excuse of JewiA½ 
students on the Jewish holidays so that they would not be penalized because of 
absence. Cordial replies had been received. Letters had also been sent to 
the Rabbis and Jewish educators, asking their help in securing the cooperation 
of Jewish parents and children, and this had been done. Almost no complaints 
had been received. 

The Committee had continued to watch the situation with regard 
to the proposal for religious education in the public schools. Apparently ther~ 
had been no developments in East Cleveland since the Board of Education there 
had rejected the ministers' proposal. In Chica.go, the Board of Education had 
deferred action on theplan. The Central Conference of AmericE..n Rabbis had re• 
jected the Released Time Plan, as had the national board of the Council of Jewish 
Women. The Supreme Court of Missouri had ruled unconstitutional a parochial 
school which had been incorporated as a public school. Mrs Levine quoted from 
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a study made by the US Office of Education, which showed that the problem was 
very widespread, but that more than 90 communities had abandoned the Released 
Time program in recent years. 

The Council wus informed that plans were under way for the 
formation of a northeastern Ohio section of the Religious :Education Association. 
It was thought that such an interfaith group might study the entire problem of 
religious education, and perhaps evolve some programs which were in keeping with 
the traditions of American democracy and acceptable to all faiths. 

There was considerable discussion on the report, in which the 
opposition of the Community Council to any denominational instruction in con
nection with the public schools was strongly reiterated. It was emphasized 
that this was fundamental in any activity which the Committee might undertake. 

5. Negro-Jewish Relations Mrs Joseph Weinberg reported on the newly formed 
Committee on Negro-Jewish Relations. She recalled 

that a few years ago the Community Council had handled successfully such a 
problem, and that it had been agreed thereafter to refer all matters involving 
relations between the two groups to the Council. 

Du.ring the summer, it had come to the attention of the Council 
that there had been a marked rise of anti-Semitism among Negroes, nationally 
as well as locally. In order to secure more information, two meetings hed been 
held with a group of Negro leaders, who had reported that this trend was due 
in part to Nazi propaganda, nnd in part to tho activities of a few individual 
Jewish employers, housewives, business men, and landlords. While the latter 
did not represent the Jewish community, unfortunately they were the only Jews 
with whom the mass of Negroes ca~e in contact. 

It had been agreed at these conferences that a joint Committee 
should continue to meet, to handle problems as they arose. It was hoped that 
they could be met quietly but effectively. The Chairman had appointed the fol-
lowing Committee for the purpose: Henry Kutnsh, Chairman; Sidney N Weitz, 
Leonard Labowitch, Stanley Friedman, George Segal, and Mrs Weinberg. 

A joint Sub-Committee had been ·~pointed to plan a long range 
educational program. A Sub-committee of the Council's group also had investi
gated complaints against a~.J:~ge Jewish landlord and had conferred with him. 
He had promised to cooperate in helping to overcome the situation. 

It had been recognized that the Committee should confine it~ 
attention to matters of Negro-Jewish relations, and that broad minority problems 
could be handled more effectively and more properly by general pro-democracy 
groups who recognized the problems for what they were, namely AmericRn problems~ 
The program would be a mutual one, and the Negro leaders would att8mpt to cor
rect any complaints coming from Jews. 

The problem was a very important one, with the Nazis trying 
to divide minorities and thus divide America. The Comnittee was just beginning 
to function and the Council would be informed further of its activity. 

The report was discussed and praised. 

6. General Jewish Council Albert Wold~an, chairman of the special Coomittee 
concerned with the General Jeuish Council reporte~ 

that since the last meeting the following had occurre:d: word hud been receJ.Ycfl 
from Dr Stephen S Wise in June that he knew of no activity under way in the 
General Jewish Council, that the American Jewish Congress was developing its o,,,_-i 
program which would :1ot duplicate those of other agencies: and that the Cong:--0s:· 
was prepared "to give considorution to any serious proposal for the genuine 
consolidation of the activities of the. defense agenc:.es 11 ; it had been recentl~1 

reported thnt several tentative proposals were being considered for r esumpt io:. 
of membership by the Congress in the General Counci.:.; similar discussions we-r-t 
under wa;y betwaen the General Council and other gr~up s; the Synagogue Council o:' 
America, including Orthodox, Reform, and Conservative synagogues and Rnbbis, 
had tentatively accepted rnenbership in the General Council. 
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The reorganized General Jewish Council, includ.ing the American 
Jewish Committee, B1nai B1rith Anti-Defamation League, and the Jewish Labor 
Committee, had evolved the following activities: (1) a Coordinating Committee 
was meeting weekly to eliminate duplication and implement the agencies• pro
grams; (2) cooperation with non-sectarian pro-democracy organizations; (3) co
operation with government agencies in civilian defense and civilian mornle; (4) 
investigation of civic-protective agencies and journals which sought the fin
ancial and moral support of Jews; (5) direct contacts were being est~blished 
with Jewish communities throughout the country; (6) a seminar was being ar
ranged for persons engaged in civic-protective work in the various coIIL~unities; 
(7) the Public Relations Committee had been reorganized to investigate and ad
vise on federal and state legislation of particular concern to Jev1s; (8) plans 
wero being made to coordinate the work done by various Jewish ngcncics for 
presentation of Jewish interests at the peace conference to follow the war. 

It was evident thRt tho Genero.l Council hn.d been active, rmd 
that a begin !ing had been made toward coordinntion in several respects. The 
movement hnd been in the right direction, o.nd M~ Woldmru1 1s Committee believed 
it should be encouraged. The Committee pointed out, however, that it was only 
a beginning and that complete coordination could not be achieved so long as 
the General Council and the .American Jewish Congress were separate. The Com
mittee was likewise convinced that neither the Cleveland Jewish com~unitymr 
American Jewry at large could be satisfied with the national efforts until a 
unity of forces was achieved. 

The extreme gravity of the times and of the decisions which 
must be made was emphasized, and the Committee urged that there should be every 
effort to find a common ground upon which the two groups could join forces, 
and that every reasonable concession should be ma.de by both groups short of 
sacrificing the most fundamental principles. The Committee recommended further 
that the Community Council should continue to exert all possible influence to 
help bring about unity in American Jewry. 

In the discussion oi the report, it was stated that unity 
could not be expected directly from the organizations involved, and that it 
would have to come from the Jewish communities throughout the country. It was 
therefore moved, duly seconded, and carried that the Comraittee should again 
investigate the possibility of calling a conference of Jewish Community Councils 
throughout the country antl to report its findings to the Executive Committee , 
with the Executive Committee having power to call such a conference if it 
seened wise after the committee's investigation. 

7. League fur Human Rights L W Neurnark, of the League for Hume.n Rights, re-
ported fully to the Cbuncil on the Turner Type 

Founders Co 1 s negotiations with the League, to support the League's action. 
The report was discussed by the Council. (A copy is on file in the Comnunity 
Council office.) 

8. Meobership Upon recommendation by the Executive Committee, and upon motion 
made, duly seconded ~nd carried, the Council approved the 

nenbership applications of: B1nai B1rith Kinsnan Shaker Lodge, Poltaver Aid 
Society, Montefiore Shelt€r Ho~e Auxiliary, and the Ohel Yahvne Congregation. 

9. Balfour Day Ezra Shapiro announced that all of the Zionist groups of the 
city had jointly arranged a Balfour Day meeting for Sunday 

evening, November 2, at 8:30 p.rn., at the Jewish Center. The program would 
also pay tribute to the late Justice Brandeis and Mena.he~ Ussishkin. Purti
cipo.nts would include Rabbis Brickner, Arraond E Cohen, Israel Porath, Rudolph 
Rosenthal, and AH Silver. At 3:00 p.m. on that day there would be a specia: 
tree planting cereoony in the Hebrew Cultural Gardens. Delegates w~re asked 
to secure the full attendance of their organizction nenbcrs. 

10. Cocnu.nity Fund The Chnirnan asked full support of the current Corununity 
Fund Car.,paign, pointing out that this was almost the 
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only country where such mutual aid continued, and suggesting that help for 
the fund be viewed as an opportunity rather than a burden. 

11. Attendance The Council was commended for the excellent attendance. 
The representatives wer6 asked to be sure to r epo ~t the 

Council's activities to their organizations, and to have discuGs i'.m ·by 
their groups on these matters. 

Respectfully ~ubmitted. 

(signed) Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 
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Rabbi AH Silver 
Tb.e Temple 
:laat 105th Street c:r. Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

October 2B, 1941 

I thought you 110ul.d want to have the following memorandllll 
on the Jewish radio program on which J'OU have kindly coneented 
to apeakl 

Date - Sunday, Nowember 2 
Time -- 2130 to 3:00 p.m. 
Station -- 'f H X ( Terminal Tower Bldg) 
Theme -- Balfour Dq and a tribute to Justice Brandeis 
Ho.sic -- Jewish Singing Soeiet7 & Eunice Pod.la 

•• are arranging the muaical portion to be consistent with 
the theme of the program. 

In accordance with your request we checked with the radio 
station and the Catholic grom, to find out how long Archbishop 
Schrembs spoke last Sunday. le are infol'lled that he apolce 
exactly 4t minutes. You will recall that thia wae our 
original understanding from the station about the length 
of talks on these programs. Our Committee, however, ha• 
set aside 8 minutes for your talk, and I hope that thi• 
will gi Te you enough leewq to make the kind of talk you 
feel the occasion requires. 

I know you understand how deeply we appreciate your 
participation in thia first prograa to launch the aeries. 

1'ith kindest regards, 

Cordially, 

1'/4J 
I Philip Bernstein 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. • CHerry 8176 

Babbi AH 811Ter 
The Temple 
~ 105th & .Anael Boad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear llabb1 Silveri 

I know that the entire Jewiah Counmit7 Couc11 •har•• 
with ae the feeling of deep gratitude to 7ou for 70ur 
participation in our program 7eaterclq. I 11etene4 
to the prograa at hoae and 1 t waa trul.7 aagniticent. 
!he 11ng1nc b7 the oh.on.a and the playin,; of Mi11 1o41a 
c- accro11 beautitul.17, and 7our own ••••ace vae 
eloquent and held our intere1t eTer17 JIO■ent of the 
tille. .Altogether it ll&de a eplend.1417 balanced 
program, and 70u aq be aure that I a■ grateful to 
7ou. 

Boveaber 3, 1941 

Cordiall.7 7our1, 

,~~--~ 

~l.Jlore f Haber 
Pre•14ent 



, .U.l efforts to prevent the misuse ot the Jewiah ,ote in 
the Bew York aunicipal elections failed. .Ap.inst their own 
will the Jews of :lew York were dragged into .a controverst 
that had nothing to do with them as a community. The failt 
part_l;r liee w1 th the Jewish ·adviaq:r;-1 of the candidate'- ad 
partl7 with the temper•ental veheiaence of eoae Jew1al:i lead
ers. !he7 meant well vhen ,thq intervened but instead of 
axtingu.i•hing th~ fire theJ inadve~tendly fanned it. 

It v111 take eoiie till• before the •car• are healed and 
the casualties in the 1evish ranks are on their feet again. . 
Many friends will be eetr~ed by this campaign. 

The Balfour Day demonstration in Carnegie Ball last 
Saturda7 mi1aed some ot it,a outstanding speakers - Governor 
Lehman and Senator Wagner, to mention Just two - because of 
the at tacks allegedly •de a.gains t them by men who were to 
speak fro■ the aaae platfora. M&n7 Democratic leaders are 
1ore becanae of the articles and adYertiaementa in the Jewish 
press which pictured them aa anti-Semi,ea. ' 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Cheater-Twelfth Blda. • CHarv 8176 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You may recall that one of the Protestant leader~ we 
quoted in our presentatio~ to the Fa.st Cleveland Board 
of Education as questioning the Released Time plan, was 
Prof. Ernest J Chave of the University of Chicago. 

Prof. Chave is Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the Religious Education Association of the United States 
and Canada, and will be in Cleveland on Tuesday, Nov
ember 25. While here he has kindly consented to meet 
with a few of our leaders to discuss with us religious 
education and public education. 

We are therefore arranging a small luncheon for the 
purpose on that date at the Mid-day Club at 12:15 p.m. 
I know that thia exchange of views will be verJ helpful, 
and I hope very much that you can attend. 

loYember 14, 1941 

Sincerely yours, 

tl~ fo-
Philaore Ji.ber 

President 
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Babbi AH Silver 
!he Temple 
E 105th & Ansel Boad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

As ohairman of our Committee on Fictitious Jewish 
Political Issues, ;you will be interested in the 
enclosed summary of the recent Bew York political 
campaign. Happ117, our recent local campaign ap
parently waa more free from this abuse than at any 
time in many year,. I believe that it reflects 
in part the work which our Council has done and 
I hope that we can continue to keep auch fictitious 
ieaues out of our campaigns. 

November 18, 1941 

Sincerely ;yours, 

(/ "'4-~~ ~ ~ 
Philmore {j Haber 

Preaident 
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The Jewish Community Council 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Teaple, 
Anael Road and East 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silvera-

Deceaber 18th, 1941. 

This will acknowledge receipt of 
1our letter of Deceaber 15th, 1941 advising of a 
aeeting at the Teaple to organize a Reception Coa
aittee for the Conference ot the United Palestine 
Appeal. 

I am planning to attend with Mr. 
Bernstein and perhapa one other representative of 
th• Council. 

Sincerel7 1oura, 

PJH/IIM 
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Babb1 AH Silver 
!he !ample 
I 105th & Ansel Boad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Babb1 Silver: 

Ve have had other preTioua co11plainta about 
the Bo.ngarian paper, 1A Jo Pasator•. We have 
al.ready checlced into it. You will be intereated 
to know that the Bew York Tille• on Dec•ber 7 
had (l\l.ite a long article on the pro-Jlaaciet 
article• in that newapaper. 

Dec•ber 18, 1941 

Cordially youra, 

~ 
Philip Bernatein 

Secretar;r 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Jewish Community Council 

Minutes of a Meeting Tuesday, December 30 1 1941, 8;30 p,m,, at the Heights Temple 

1. Attendance There were present: Philmore J Haber, Chairman; Milton P 
Altschul. Philip Bernstein, Jerome N Curtis, Rabbi' David 

Genuth, Mrs Joseph Gold.ha.mer, Myron Guren. A I Hausman, David Ralph Herts, Dr 

SF M Hirsch, SL Kossoff, Dr I Milcoff, A E Persky, P.abbi Israel Porath, Ezra 

Z Shapiro, Max Simon, Abraham Stern, Mrs Clarence Weidenthal, Maurice Weltman, 

and Albert Woldman. 

2. Minutes 

3. Reported 

Copies having been mailed to all members, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

The Chairman reported the following action: 

1942 Representatives -- All membor organizations had been asked 

to select their representatives to the Community Council for 1942, with special 

emphasis on picking the very best people so thet the quality of the Council might 

be the highest possible. The returns to date indicated unusual care in making 

the selections. 

Letters -- In behalf of the Council, an expression of condolence 

had been sent to Mr A E Persky on the passing of his wife; and congratulations 

had been expressed to the Temple on the Heights en the observance of its 75th 

anniversary. 

Informative Material -- During the past few weeks several items 

had been distributed, including the pamphlet "To Bigotry No Sanction", which had 

been mailed to presidents and representatives, with the result thr~t they had 

ordered 200 additional copies for members and friends; and the annual report of 

the Council for Democracy, information on Albert Jay Nock and W J Cameron, and 

the Weekly Review of the Yiddish Press, which had been sent to the Executive 

Committee. 

Community Calendar -- The Community Calendar for three months 

had been mailed to all member groups. More organizations than ever before were 

calling in to check dates before scheduling events. and this practice was be

coming a generally accepted one. 

Albert Kahn Luncheon -- The Council had arranged a luncheon for 

Albert Kohn, editor of The Hour, and had invited the Boards of the Jewish Welfare 

Federation and League for Human Rights, in addition to the Council's Executive 

CoDL~ittee. Mr Kahn was returning from a cross country trip, and described the 

current activities of the America First Committee, Christian Mobilizers, and 

other groups. He had predicted also their tactics, should the United States 

become formally involved 1n the wnr. This information was reviewed, and was of 

grent interest and extreme importance. 

Round Table - Several members of the Committee had been present 

at the Round Table luncheon of the Conference of Christians and Jews which had 

been addressed by Dr Clinchy, Rnbbi La~aron, and Father Donovan. It was one of 

the greatest civic events in yea.rs, thrilling the large audience. The Community 

Council's special Committee of about 20 men, and the Committee of the Federation 

of Jewish Wooen 1s Organizations had helped promote the event. It was announced 

nlso that the Round Table was inaugurating a series of weekly radio broadcasts 

on Sunday afternoons at 1:40 p.m., over Station WGAR. 

Political "Issues" -- Attention was called to the fact that the 

recent political cnrnpaign h~d been more free from falae so-called "Jewish Issues" 

than in many years. While this was due in part to the nature of the two oancU.

d.atea, it aleo reflected in part the work done by the Council's Committee headed 
by Rabbi Silver, and the psycholoo which had been built up in the coJDJ:1W1it7. 

The disgraceful situation in Hew Yol'k'a campaign was cited in contrast • 

.Radio Progras - The first three radio programs in the monthly 

series sponsored by the Council had been held, and all presidents and representa

tives had been notified in advance by mail. A magnificent standard had been set 



by these broadcasts, with excellent addresses and some of the finest musical 
telent in the city participating. The etntion officials had stated that they 
were among the best programs ever broadcnst by it. The members were asked to 
take speciei note of the programs, and their comments were invited. The Com
mittee was also informed that the President of the Council was helping to nr
rnnge a local outlet for the Message of Israel program. 

Church Federation -- A special shelf of Jewish books had been 
placed in the Cleveland Church iederation through the generous gift of Mr. and 
Mrs MD Shanman. Arrangements had been inade by the :Bureau of Jewish Education 
and Community Council, and the Federatioh had expressed deep and cordial 
appreciation, 

Council Meeting -- The next general meeting of the Community 
Council was set for January 6, at the Community Temple. 

UP A Conference - The President of the Community Council had 
been invited to welcome the delegates to the National Conference for Palestine 
when they convened in Cleveland January 17. 

4. Finance Abraham Stern, Treasurer, reported that from January 1, 1941, 
to December 30, 1941, the Community Council had an income of 

$864.60 and total e>..--pense of $535.43, leaving a bola.nee of $329.17. ThEJ report 
wr:.s accepted n.nd order ed filed. 

5. National Unity Albert Woldma11, Chairman of the Committee on National 
Jewish Unity, reported that since the last Community 

Council meeting letters hn.d been sent to the General Jewish Council, its member 
organizations, and to the American Jewish Congress, urging them to find some 
basis for the Congress' resuming its membership in the General Council, and 
for coordination and unity in civic-defensa work. The Committee had also gath
ered preliminary information on Jewish Community Councils throughout the country, 
in accordance with the Council's action at the last meeting directing that the 
Committee explore the possibility of calling a national conference of these 
bodies. 

The replies from the national agencies in the General Council 
had stated that they were eager to have the Congress return, and that the 
General Council was continuing to coordinate their activities. Rabbi Stephen 
Wise of the Americ~n Jewish Congress, on the other hand, stated that he did not 
believe the General Council would ever become the agency which AJ:ierican Jewry 
needs. 

The Committee had information that at least four efforts were 
under way to achieve coordination: (1) that being done by the General Jewish 
Council; (2) Rabbi James Heller, president of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, had been conferring with the leaders of the various agencies 
for this purpose; (3) The American Jewish Congress had recently invited the 
agencies of the General Council and other large national bodies to an informal 
conference for this purpose; (4) a Committee of the Council of Jewish Federa
tions and Welfare Funds would report on the matter to the national assembly 
of that organization in Chicago on Ja..~uary 31. 

In the light of these facts, a.nd inasmuch as several of the 
national leaders involved in these negotiations would be in Cleveland on 
January 17 and 18 for the United Palestine Appeal Conference, the Committee 
had agreed that before taking any other cction it should seek to get n firat
hand picture of the situation and to discuss it with these persons directly. 
The Committee was therefore seeking to arrange a small, informal meeting for 
the purpose. 

In the discussion of the report, it was further indicated that 
the calling of a conference of Community Councils might serve to confuse 
rather than clarify the situation at this time in view of the other current 
developments, and that the country's absorption in other matters might bring 
a minimum response. It was expected that not only would the Committee get a 
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better knowledge of what w1:1.s happening as a result of the projected meeting 
with national leaders, but it would also be an oppo~l,y to bring to them the 
impact of community opinion •. Particular stress might be placed on the fact 
that the national groups could not continue aimless discussions indefinitely. 
It was suggested in this regard that leaders of a few other major communities 
might be invited to the meeting. 

60 Jewish Book Week Myron Guren, Chairman of the Council 2s Committee for 
Jewish Book Week (other members were rs Albert Goodman 

ani Ra~bi Milton Kopstein) rf'ported. that the Committee had cooperated with the 
Bureau of Jewish Education and the Jewish Young Adult Bureau, sponsors of the 
event, in promoting an elaborate program of activities. The event had been 
observed during the period of Chanukah, and was aimed to stimulate a great r 
year-around interest in Jewish literature. 

Among the special items ew1d events had been the following! 
a manual of suggested ~ctivities for the observance; spociul book marks; 
:p icture puzzles nnd quiz s;aries for children in the religious schools; displny 
posters; mchibits ~.nd book lists in the public libraries; exhibits in the 
congrobaticno.l lib::-nrics; bibliographies; o.nnouncements by the rnbbis; pub• 
licity in temple and organizRtion ·bulletins; promotion of purchase of books. 
with sales being made by congregation libraries; subscriptions to Jewish maga
zines; the Community Council radio progr~m devoted to the thooe; neighborhood 
meetings L 1 bro.nch libraries, ·rith addresses and recitations dealing with 
Jewish literature; and othcrso 

The Community Council had cooperated by di:_stributing some of 
these materials and by contacting its member organizations on several occasions 
to stress the importance of the event and to indicate suggested activities 
and methods of cooperr.,tion. It wns believed that the observcl.Jlce ha.d been 
highly successful. 

7. Schools Ezra Shnpiro reported on tho luncheon which had been held by 
the Schools Cammi ttee on lfovember 25 with Dr Ernest Chave of 

the University of Chice.,go, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Religious 
Education Association of Americn. Dr Chave had expressed opposition to 
sectarian religious instruction in connection with the public schools, ns 
embraced by various forms of the Released Time Plan. Instead he had favored 
promotion by the public schools of the univors~l ethical doctrines common to all 
faiths, without sectarian theological connection. The latter is the function 
of the churches, he stated, and they should encourage the public schools in the 
broad task of character education tha.t should permeate nll phases of the school 
curriculum. 

Dr Chr.ve; hnd held other meetings in Cleveland with church 
religious educators nna. with public school teachers and officials, in which he 
had likowisc express8d disnpproval of the Relenscd Time Plo.n, and his opposi
tion had received newspaper publicity. As a result of his visit, there was 
being organized a northe~st ern Ohio chnpter of the Religious Educntion Asso
ciation, nnd Dr Azriel Eisenberg had been asked to serve as Secretary of the 
Committee responsible for its formation. 

The Sc:1001s Committee wns continuing to WF.tch developments in 
other cities, as well as to keep in touch with the local situation. It was 
also gathering informntion on the question which had been referred to it at 
the last Executive Committee mf eting, concerning loss of pay by Jewish teachers 
absent on the Jewish holidays. 

a. Negro-Jewish Relations Since the last Community Council meeting, the 
Committee on Negro Jewish Relations had held one 

general meeting with the Negro representatives, and had agreed to operate 
through a few small sub-committees on newspaper educational. pu,1icity, direct 
mail, speakers, and housing. Unfortunately the activit7 ot the• croup had 
been delayed because the Negroes had not appointed their repreeentativ • to 
them. The Committee had continued ita activity with regard to houainc, how
ever, and waa cooperating with the Mqor 1a Fair Rent Committee. It wu alao 
continuing to gather informt'.tion locally and nationally, and 1 t wna clear from 
the national atu.diea that there hod been a definite Nasi-in~pired program to 
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stir up anti-Semitism, anti-British, and ·anti-American sentiment among Negroes 
throughout the country~ 

The report was discussed at some length, and suggestions were 
mnde as to the nature of the problem and how the Committee might get effective 
cooperation. 

9. Defense The President of the Council had written to Mayor Frank J 
Lausche n.nd Keith Wilson as local hends of civilien defense 

to offer the full cooperation of the Community Council and its member groups. 
Acknowledgements had been received, expressing gratitude for the offer and 
asking that the ne□bers of the organizations register individually for such 
se~vice. Letters had been sent therefore to the groups urging their members 
to register for civilinn defense, become blood donors. snve nnd provide waste 
materials. e.nd buy defense bonds and sta'!Ips. 

The women's and young adult groups. and such men's organiza
tions as the Jewish War Veterans particularly had developed elaborate programs 
for intensive service, a.nd thousands of their members were already assisting 
in many ways. Individuals and groups also had made large purchases of defense 
bonds. 

Recently the President had conferred personally with the 
Mayor, explaining the resources of the Council and how it might help. The 
Mayor had been pleased to rec~ive the information and had said he would be 
glad to use the facilities of the Council for this task. In tll of these 
activities, it was clear that Jewish persons were serving not as a scpnrate 
group but as .American citizens aiding the official agencies. 

There was considerable discussion as to how the Council 
might render further aid. The possibi~ity of holding a large defense rally 
to encourage individual service was considered, but it was believed premature 
at this time. It was suggested that the individual members of the Executive 
Committee set an ex~~ple by having all of. them volunteer as blood donors im
mediateJ.y, and it was proposed further that a special Committee be appointed 
to concentrate on securing r:iaximum pnrticipation and aid from Jewish groups 
and individuals. 

After further consideration and recognition of the present 
status of civilian defense plans Pnd organization, it was agreed that Mayor 
Lausche or Keith Wilson should be invited to address the next meeting of the 
Conmunity Council, and that concrete pla.~s could better be made after such 
infor~.o.tion had been received from theI!l. 

10. Shaker Heights Council The Committee was informed that the President 
and Secretary had been asked to serve as con

sultants in the formation of a Shaker Heights Community Council, to mobilize 
the voluntary strength of that community for civic improvement and unity. 

11. Nominating Committee After discussion. it was moved, duly seconded, and 
carried that the following persons should be 

recommended t0 the Community Council for election as a Nominating Committee: 
I J Xabb, Joseph Stashower. Mrs SO Freedlander, Barney Winograd, Phirip 
Warshaw, Leonard Labowitch, and Samuel Xlopper. 

12. Synagogue Vandalism It was reported that a local synagogue recently had 
been entered by vandals and that sacred items had 

been broken or damaged. A similar situation had been experienced by a 
Catholic church two or three months before. After discussion, it was agreed 
that other synagogues should be asked to have their watchclen take special care 
in guarding their property. 

13. Membership Upon motion made, duly seconded, and carried, it was voted to 
recorn~end the Glenville Au.xiliery of B1nai B 1rith for member

ship in the Council. 

(signed) 

Respectfully eubcitted, 

Philip Bernstein 
Secretary 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerrv 8176 

To the Representatives: 

The Jewish Community Council will mee # on Tuesday evening. 
January 6, at ~:15 p,m,- at ~hf Community Temple - 9801 
lhclid Ave. 

A major purpose of the meeting will be to plan further 
how our groups and members can best help in the present 
war effort. This is ~bviously of the utmost importance. 

In addition, we shall want to report and consider the 
work of the Council with regard to national Jewish unity, 
local relations with other racial and religious groups, 
schools, infonnative material. book week, radio, etc. 
Other matters Q~ch as the election of a Nominating Com
mittee for 1942 also will be before us. 

Vill you please put the date on your calendar now, and 
be sure to attend? 

Sincerely yours, 

/7A<Z,,~,, 
Philmore J Ha~er 
President • 

December 31, 1941 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER, JANUARY, FEBRUARY 

Compiled by the Jewish Community Council and the Federation 
of Jewish Women's Organizations 

C,<t'1t1] 

Only special events are listed below. Will you please check carefully to make 
sure that all of your group's programs for the three months are included; and 
if any are omitted or have been changed, please call the office of the Jewish 
Community Council, Cherry 8176~ 

Additional events are being phoned in daily. Before scheduling a new program 
for these or later months, will you please call the Council office to make 
sure that the date you want is still clear? 

Month Date Organization 

December 1 Jewish Day Nursery 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Zionist Council for Youth 
United Order of True Sisters 
Ezrath Yetometh 

Euclid Ave Temple Sisterhood 
Temple Men's Club 
Jewish Center Men's Club 

Council of Jewish Women 
Los Angeles Jewish Cons. Aid Auxil. 

Junior Hadassah 
Business & Professional Hadassah 

Pioneer Women, Chapter 2 

Oheb Zedek Congregation 
Child Care Association 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 
Cleveland Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 
Pioneer Women, Chapter 2 
Heights Lodge B1nai B'rith 
Cleveland Zionist District 

Community Temple Women 

Event 

Food Shower 
Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 

Style Show . 
Program Meeting 
International Affairs 

Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 

Oneg Shabbat 
Shabbos Tea 

Donor Rally 

Annual Dinner 
Donor Dinner 

Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Public Meeting 

Donor Tea 

10 Ezrath Yetometh Donor Luncheon 
Daughters Jewish Consumptive Relief Soc Lecture 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Temple Women 1s Association Program Meeting 

Had.assah 
Bfnai B1 rith League 
Cleveland Hebrew Schools 

United Order of True Sisters 

Community Temple Women 
Euclid Ave Temple Men's Club 
Glenville Lodge B1nai B1rith 
Jewish Center Sisterhood 
Immediate Aid Society 

Da\l8hters of Bikur Cholim 
Bueiness & Professional Hadassah 
Balfour Auxiliary B•nai B1rith 
Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 
Cleve. Hebrew Schools PTA 
National Home for Jewish Children Awe. 

Donor Program 
Progre.m Meeting 
Chanukah Supper 

Program Meeting 

Donor Luncheon 
Round Table 
Election 
Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 

Lin•n Shower 
Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Chanukah Box Socit]. 
Chanukah Celebration 
Program Meeting 
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Month Date Organization Event 

December 19 Euclid Ave Temple Chanukah Rededication 

January 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

28 

29 

30 

31 

4 

5 

United Order of True Sisters 

Council of Jewish Juniors 
Jewish Center Congregation 
Temple on the Heights . 
Temple Women and Men 1s Club 

Heights Lodge B1nai B1rith 

Imoediate Aid Society 

Jewish Center Alumni 
Ladies Bikur Cholim 

Junior Hadassah 

Jewish Day Nursery 
Histadruth Ivrith 

Euclid Ave Temple 

Daughters of Bikur Cholim 
Jewish Consumptive Relief Society 

B1nai B1rith League 

Zionist Council for Youth 
United Order of True Sisters 

Service 
Carnival 

Chanukah Party 
Chanukah Program 
Jubilee Program 
Special Program 

Election 

Party 

Chaunukali',~Danc e 
Linen Shower 

Program Meeting 

Program Meeting 
Lecture (tentative) 

College Tea 

Party 
Party 

Installation Luncheon 

Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 

7 Council of Jewish Women Program Meeting 
Los Angeles Jewish Consumptive Aid Aux. Program Meeting 

8 Ladies Bikur Cholim Donor Luncheon 

11 Euclid Ave Temple Alumni Social 
Tea Jewish Recreation Council 

Workmen's Circle Chorus & Orchestra Annual Banquet 

12 

13 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 
Cleveland Auxiliary B1nai B1rith 
Ezrath Yetometh 
Pioneer Women Chapt er 2 
Heights Lodge B1nai B1rith 

Community Temple Women 
Jewish Center Sisterhood 
Heights Tenple Sisterhood 

Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Social Tea 
Program Meeting 
Installation 

Mid-Winter Program 
Program Meeting 
Program Meeting 

14 Euclid Ave Temple Sisterhood & Men 1s Club Special Program 
Cleveland Hebrew Schools PTA Cultural Meeting 
Temple Women's Association Program Meeting 

16 Junior Hadassah Oneg Shabbat 

18 Council of Jewish Juniors Program Meeting 

19 

Jewish Center Alumni Dinner Meeting 
National Home for Jewish Children Auxil.Theater Party 

Jewish Dtcy Nursery 
United Order of True Sisters 

Prograo Meeting 
Program Meeting 
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Month Date Orpnization 

January 20 

21 

24 

25 

26 

28 

30 

Giddings Mothers Club 
!emple Men's Club 
Jewish Center 
Immediate Aid Society (Tentative) 

Had.as sah Groups 
Pioneer Women 

Oheb Zedek Sisterhood 

Zionist Council for Youth (tentative) 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 
Child Care Association 
Jewish Social Service Bureau 

National Home for Jewish Children Aux. 

Business & Professional Group Hadassah 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
February l 

2 

3 

8 

11 

13 

15 

Heights Lodge B1na1 B'rith 
Orthodox Old Home 

Zionist Council for Youth 

Euclid Ave Temple Men I s Club 
Jewish Center Men 1 s Club 

] 1nai ] 1rith League 
Daughters of Bik:ur Cholim 
Oheb Zedek Congregation 
Workmen 1s Circle Chorus & Orchestra 

Cleveland Hebrew Schools PTA 

Junior Hadassoh·, 

Council of Jewish Juniors 
Jewish Center Alumni 
Cleveland Hebrew Schools 

Event 

Party 
Program Meeting 
Lecture 
Anniversary Program 

Joint Program 
Donor Luncheon 

Theater Party 

Palestine Night 

Party 
Program Meeting 
Annual Meeting 

Program Meeting 

Shabbos Tea 

Anniversary Banquet 
Annual Banquet 

Program Meeting 

Round Table 
Dinner 

Program Meeting 
Theater Pr.rty 
Father-Son Dinner 
Musical Program 

Cultural Meeting 

Oneg Shabbat 

Program Meeting 
Qliz Bee 
Annual Banquet 

18 Business & Professional Group Hndassah Program Meeting 

21 

22 

23 

28 

Council of Jewish Juniors 

Euclid Ave Temple 
Junior Hadassah 
Jewish Cent er 

Orthodox Old Home Auxiliary 

Jewish Center Alumni 

Hayride 

Father-Son Dinner 
Program Meeting 
Father-Son Dinner 

Donor Luncheon 

Splash Party 



JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Summary of Meeting Tuesday, January 61 1942, 8;30 p,m,, at the Community Temple 

l. Welcome The Chairman, Philmore J Haber, congratulated the representa-
tives for the splendid attendance despite the blizzard, and 

welcomed the organization presidents who had been invited specially to this 
meeting. 

2. Reported The Chairman reported briefly on the following activity: 

Pamphlets -- Copies of "To :Bigotry No Sanction" had been mailed 
to all representatives and presidents, andabout 200 additional copies had been 
ordered by them for members and friends. The timeliness of the information was 
cited, and the members were informed that the Community Council office had more 
copies available. 

Community Calendar -- The Community Calendar for December, 
Janu~ry, and February had been mailed to member organizations. All major groups 
were regularly calling the Council office before setting the dates of their 
events. A few of the smaller groups were reminded of the value of doing this, 
for the mutun.1 benefit of all involved. 

Round fable -- A large Committee of the Community Council had 
assisted in the luncheon of the National Conference of Christians and Jews which 
~ad been addressed by Dr 01.inchy, Rabbi Lazaron, and Father Donovan, and the co
operation of the women had been secured by a Committee of the Federation of 
Jewish Women 1 s 0rganizatiqns. • Both Committees were commended for their splendid 

· work. The luncheon itself had been one of the greatest civic events in ma.~y 
years, thrilling the large audience. Announcement was made also of the weekly 
rE'.dio programs sponsored by the Round Table over St£~t ion WGAR on Sunday nfter
~oons at 1:40 p.m., aimed at building up better inter-faith understanding nnd 
unity, • 

Political 11 Issues 11-- Attertion was called to the fact that the 
recent iocal political campaign had been more free from false so-called "Jewish 
Issues" than in many years. While this was due in part to the nature of the 
two candidates, it also reflected the work done by the Council's Committee headed 
py Rabbi Silver nnd tho psychology which had been built up in the community. 
The disgraceful situation in New York's campaign was cited in contrast. 

Radio -- The first three monthly radio programs sponsored by the 
Council had already been broadcast, and the special Committee headed by Milton 
Widder wns commended for the magnificent standard which had been set. Some of 
the finest speakers und musicians in the city h~.d participated, and the station 
officials had said that the programs were among the best ever broadcast by it. 
The programs alternated with the Catholic and Protestant programs on Sunday 
afternoons at 2:30 p.m. over Station WHK. 

Negro-Jewish Relations -- At the last joint meeting of the Com
mittee on Negro-Jewish Relations, the members had agreed to function through 
a few small Sub-committees, working in various . ways to break down Nazi-inspired 
anti-Semitism among Negroes, and to build up better mutual understanding. The 
intensive work which had been planned was delayed however until the Negro group 
appointed their representatives to the Sub-committees, but the Council 1s Com
mittee had gathered information and was continuing its work on the housing sit
uation. 

United Palestine Appeal Conference -- The president of the Com
munity Council had been invited to ext~nd the welcome of the Jewish co11I11unity to 
the national conference of the United Palestine Appeal when it convened in Clevc;., 
land January 17 and 18, Mrs AF MellmBn announced that tickets were available 
for the closing banquet on Sundey evening, January 18. and could be secured fr0m 
nny of the Zi~nist organizations, Council of Jewish Women, ond B1nai :S 1rith. 

Arbitrntion -- The Jewish Arbitration Court was working on two 
ce.ses. 
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Rabbi Porath1s Book -- Rabbi Israel Porath, a member of the 
Council 1s Executive Committee, was congratulated upon the publication of the 
first volume of his "Outline of the Talmud". 

3. Civilian Defense Mayor Frank J Lausche w~s introduced by the Chairman, and 
addressed the Council on the civilinn defense program. He 

stressed the importance of the three major groups participating directly in the 
nation 1s war effort: (1) the men on the armed forces; (2) persons employed in 
defense industries; (3) the civilir-,n populP,tion; and discussed the following 
questions: 

Air Raids -- It was unlikely that Cleveland would be subjected 
to air raids, but it was possible, and the city must be prepared for them. The 
tragic results of unpreparedness had already been witnessed in other lands, and 
could not be risked here. 

Sabotage -- There was definite danger of sabotage, and pre
cautions against it were essential. 

:Bomb Shelters -- It was not plan:::ed to build underground bomb 
shelt ers. The cost was prohibitive, and unless they were more than 40 feet 
underground, they didnot protect from direct hits. The safest protection was to 
scatter the population; within homes to get under heavy tables, protected from 
splinters by screens; and in fo.ctories to get between specially built adjoining 
walls. 

Civili::i..n Arms -- There would not be any nrmed civilians for 
&pecial emergencies. Arms l'.lld runmunition in the hands of the wrong people were 
too dangerous. 

Evacuation -- It was not planned to evacuate children. Bombing 
of Cleveland, if any, was likely to be hit-and-run, and not sustained. If pos
sible, school children would be scattered among their homes. If not, they vrould 
be sent to the safe st part of the building. 

The Mayor described the air raid program as follows: Ohio, 
Michiban, and possibly Indiana were in one major district. In each 6 mile square 
( 36 squn.re mile area) there was an airplane observer. Whenever the observer 
spotted an enemy plane, he flashed the news to the central office in Detroit, 
which in turn immediately notified the central office in Clevelnnd. Cleveland's 
central office then notified 29 report ccntrrs scattered through Cuyahoga 
County; and these report cente~s notified the air raid wardens in 4,500 sectors 
into which the area h~d been divided. Three signels would be given the wardens; 
the first when the planes were first spotted, the second when they were coming 
closer, and the third when it was certain they would come over the city. The 
general population would be notified only c£ter the third signal, so that there 
would be no unnecessary aJAr~r confusion should the planes veer off to another 
city after the first or second signal. 

There would be 6 air raid wardens for each sector -- an area of 
not nore than 500 people, which a person could cover in walking in o.bout 5 
minutes. Each warden would be on duty for 4 hours a day. He would have to be 
at home during those 4 hours, available for duty if necessary. At least 27,000 
air raid w,·.rdens -- both men nnd wooen -- were needed for the County. The ·• 
duties would be to warn the people of M ~ir raid and clear the streets, notify 
the report centers of e.11 dnmu.ge and medical aid needed, to give first aid, take 
proper action in case of damage, ~id help fight fires. The Mayor stressed the 
trai~ing necessary for this, pointing out that untrained persons could actually 
harm victias in first aid, or sprend the blaze instead of controlling it. Air 
raid wardens would be required to truce 40 hours of instruction in first aid, 
fire-fighting, etc. 

In the ~uestion period which followed his address, he amplified 
the above; pointed out that aliens could register and assist in civilian de
fense; emphasized the importance of women in maintaining the morale of their 
families; and informed the group that they could register for civilian defense 
at the Public Hall or any fire station or suburban city hall. He closed by 
stressing that preparedness was essential ~nd that too many nations were now 
suffering unimaginable cruelties because they were indolent and complacent, 
that minority groups had a tremendous stake in the war and in the peace to fol
low, the central issue of which was the fight for freedom, and th~t without th~ 
fundamental freedoms life was empty and meaningless. 
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Following the Cl~~irman's expression of gratitude to the Mayor 

for his address, and the pledge th~t he could count upon the Comounity Council 

for complete cooperation and assistance, Mrs Joseph Weinberg, president of the 

Federation of Jewish Wor:1en 1s 0rgnniza.tions, informed the Council tho.t the Jewish 

wouen had: (l.) aided in the origin~l Cooperating Comr.iittee for defense in the 

Spring of 1941, to assist social agencies, Md had helped finpnce the central 

office for th~t purpose; (2) helped lny the groundwork for the civilinn defense 

registrn.tion; (3) supplied one-third of the woMen volunteers in the first 

registrntion, although they formed only a% of the population; (4) aided in such 

fund-raising as British War Relief, estn.blishnent of a nursing hone in England, 

Mt Sinai Hospital campaign, Red Cross drive, etc.; (5) were conpiiin~ a list of 

Jewish men in the armed forces for the national Jewish Welfare Board; (6) rolled 

bandages; (7) knitted; (8) sewed; (9) served as hostesses at lo~1ges for o.my 

o.nd navy aen two c.o..ys n week; (10) about 90% of the 6roups had Red Cross classes 

in first aid rnd nutrition, assisting also snaller 6roups which did not have 

facilities for this; (11) participated in the County Conmmer 1 s Defense Council; 

(12) stir.iulnted purchase of ~.cfense bonds and star:1ps; (13) SU!)plied volunt eer 

clerica.l workers for civiliru1 defense offices; (14) each group hac1 a recruiting 

Comnittee to secure bloo~ donors. 

Harry Roson, director of the Jewish Young Adult Bureau, then 

reported that in addition to assisting organizations vhic,h were being affected 

by nenbers 1 ler.ving for the r:-.rned forces or being heavily involved in defense 

industries, the Bureau hact taken the following action with regard to 61 groups 

for civilian defense; (2) organized first aid classes, wit~ 12 classes s€t to 

stnrt and 30 probably organized by the end of the current week; (3) stinulated 

purchase of c~fense bonds and stal;lJ)s by every individual, with at least $25,000 

already purchased on their own initiative; (4) prepared a physical fitness 

program under the direction of the Jewish Recreation Council; (5) arranged to 

have accurate information reach each 6roup 4uickly; (6) planned a defense rally 

for February for educational and demonstration purposes; (7) cooperated in 

conservation and consumer education; (8) established knitting progre.ms; (9) 

secured 350 young people to serve as working members of various Committees to 

carry out this program. These activities supplemented the enrollment in direct 

protective work, and the Bureau had been asked to help set up the youth defense 

organization for the city. 

The reports of Mrs Weinberg ruid Mr Rosen were warmly applauded, 

and they we.re congratulated upon the splendid work being done. The representa

tives were reminded to urge all of their members who had not already done so 

to register for civilian defense, S2.ve and provide waste materials, enroll for 

blood donations, and buy defense bonds and stamps. Members were asked to fill 

out application blanks for blood donations at the end of the meeting. 

4. Schools Committee Dr Azriel Eisenberg reported that Prof. Ernest Chave, 

chairman of the Executive Committee of the Religious 

Education Associ~tion of America, had been in Cleveland on November 25 and 26 

to address several groups of reli6ious leaders and public educators,including 

a meeting with the Schools Committee. Prof. Ch~ve expressed agreement with 

the point of view of the Schools Committee in opposing the Relensed Time Plan, 

and had made this clear to the groups he . had addressed. 

5. Jewish Book Week A special Committee composed of Myron Guren, Chainnan; 

Mrs Albert Goodman, nnd Rabbi Milton Kopstein had 

assisted in Jewish Book Week in behnlf of the Community Council. Among the 

activities which had been fostered, with the BureE'.u of Jewish Education acting ,. 

as clearing house, were: exhibits nt the public libraries, display posters, 

publicity in the Jewish newspnpers, intensive programs in the religious schools 

fentured by quiz go.mes and essnys, the Council's radio program, 15 meetings 

devoted to the theme, wide distribution of book lists, exhibits and sale of 

Jewish books at the congregntional libraries, stirnulntion of subscriptions to 

Jewish me.gazines and year around purchase and borrowing of books, distribution 

of 5,500 special book marks, and other activities. It was believed thnt the 

observance had been very successful, and it was stressed that the purpose of 

Jewish Book Week was to stimulate a greater year-around reading of Jewish li~e: i 

ature. 
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6. Fina.nee The treasurer, Abraham Stern, reported that during the yeex 1941 

the Council had a total inco~e of $874.60, and total expenditures 

of $535.43, leaving a balance of $339.17 o.t the close of the yoe.r. There was 

still due a total of $41 from 11 organizntions for 1941 dues. 

?. Nominating Comr.iittee Upon recommendation of the Executive Committee, and 
upon motion made, duly seconded, and unanimously 

carried, the following persons were elected to serve as a Nominating Committee: 

Joseph Stashower, I J Kabb, Mrs SO Freedlander, Barney Winograd, Philip Warshaw, 

Leonard Labowitch, and Samuel Xlopper. 

a. National Unity Since the last Council meeting the Committee consisting of 
Albert Waldman, Chairman, Edward M Boker, George W Furth, and 

Julius Weisberg, had written to the General Jewish Council, its member organi

za.tions, and to the American Jewish Congress, to urge them to find some basis 

for the Congress• resuming its membership in the General Council, nnd for coord

ination and unity in civic-defense work. It had also gathered preliminary in

formation on Jewish Community Councils throughout the country, in accordance 

with theCouncil 1s action at the last meeting directing that the Committee explore 

the possibility of c~...lling a national conference of these bodies. 

The replies from the national agencies in the General Council had 

stated that they were eager to have tho Congress return, and that the Genernl 

Council was continuing to coordinate their activities. &..bbi Stephen Wise of 

the American Jewish Congress, on the other han~, stated th~t he did not believe 

the General Council would ever become the agency which American Jewry needs • • • 

The Committee hnd information that at least four efforts were 

under way to acttieve coordination: (1) that being done by the General Jewish 

Council; (2) Rabbi James Heller, president of th€ Central Conference of Americon 

Rnbbis, had been conferring with the leaders of the Vf:'.rious agencies for this 

purpose; (3) The A.~erican Jewish Congress had recently invited the agencies of 

the General Council and other large national bodies to an informal conference 

for this purpose; (4) a Cor.inittee of the Council of Jewish Federations and Wel

fare Funds would report on the oatter to the national nssembly of that organiza

tion in Chicago on January 31. 

In the light of these facts, and inasmuch as several of the 

national leaders involved in these negotiations would be in Cleveland on January 

17 and 18 for the United Palestine Appeal Conference, the Committee had agreed 

that before taking any other action it should seek to get a first-hand picture 

of the situation and to discuss it with these persons directly. The Committee 

was therefore seeking to arrange a small, informal meeting for the purpose. 

9. Membership Upon recommendation of tl .e Executive Committee, and upon motion 

made, duly seconded, and carried, the Council admitted to 

membership the Glenville Auxiliary of B'nai B'rith, 

10. Meetings The Chairman informed the Council of the 37th annual dinner 
meeting of the Jewish Welfc:-.re Federation on January 28 at the 

Oakwood Club, to be addressed by Frank L Weii of New York- president of the 

national Jewish Welfare Board, and to be marked by the present ;..tion of the 

Eisenman Award; and of the public meeting on SundEcy" afternoon, January 11, 2:30 

p • .m-., at Public Music Hall, to be addressed by '7an Masaryk, foreign minister of 

the provision Czechoslovakian government. Members were urged to attend these 

meetings. 

(signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 



Officen 

PrNidut 
Pbi1mare J. Haber 

Pir•t Vioe-Preaident 
Ban z. Shapiro 

Second Vioe-PrNident 
Jereme If. Curtia 

Third Vioe-PrNident 
Mn.A. F. IIC 

r .... ww 
Abnbamllllern 

Seontm7 
PbUip Beraateia 

Executive 
Committee 

Mlltaa P. Altacbul 
BdwardM.Baker 
Rabbi B. R. Briclmer 
11n. Qecqe Burkia 
Rabbi Armaad B. Collen 
Rabbi Lowa Bacelbera 
Qecqe w. Purth 
Rabbi Dmd OeDuth 
Rabbi Harald Goldfarb 
11n. Joaepb Paldbemer 
Mn. Joaepb H. an. 
MyfllDQurea 
A. I. HaUIIDIID 
Dnid Ralph Herta 
11n. Siepaund Herma 
lrviaa Hater 
Dr. S. P. II. Hfracb 
MuKobrman 
8. L. Koaoft' 
11n. 8-iamill Levine 
Dr. I. Mllcol' 
A.B.Penlr:y 
Rabbi 1.-.el Porath 
Rabbi Rudolph Roeentbal 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
lluSimml 
11n. Clarmc:e Weidcntbal 
JuBua Weiabera 
Yaurice Weltmu 
Albert A. Woldman 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. .. CHerry 8176 

Organization CLEVELAND ZIONIST SOCIEI 

Dear Rabbi SilTer: 

We have not yet received word from you as to who will 
represent your organization in the Jewish Community 
Council this year. 

Since we must have this information without delay, will 
you please fill in and return t he enclosed blank im
mediately? 

It is essential, in view of the i mportant and increased 
responsibilities of the Council, that organizations pick 
their very best leaders to represent them. It is also 
essential that persons who accept this position should 
agree to attend Community Council meetings regularly. 

January 23, 1942 

Sincerely yours, 

/~/(4 
Philmore J Haber 

President 

PS Yo r 1941 repre tat i vcs were Jer ome Curti s , Sul 
Danaceau, :md Judge Joseph Silbert . 
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PbiJmore J. Habel' 

FJrat VJoe-Preaident 
EsraZ,Sbapiro 
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Third VJoe-Preaident 
Mn. A. P'. Mellmaa 

f"nNUIUHI' 

AbrabamSta'D 

Seontarr 
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Executive 
Committee 

Milton P. Alttcbul 
Bdward M. Baker 
Rabbi B. R. Bridmer 
Mn.GeaqeBurkm 
Rabbi Armond E. CobeD 
Rabbi Lowa Encelbera 
Geaqe w. Furth 
Rabbi David Geoutb 
Rabbi Harold Goldf'erb 
Mn. Joeeph Qoldhe,ner 
Mn. Joeeph H. GroN 
U:yrooGurea 
A. I. Haueman 
David Ralph Herta 
Mn. Slepnund Henoc 
Inrina; Hater 
Dr. S. JI'. M. Hinch 
U:-Kobrman 
S. L. Koea,ll' 
Mn. Benjamin Levine 
Dr. I. Mllc:ofl' 
A.E.Penlr:y 
Rabbi Ierael Porath 
Rabbi Rudolph RoeeDthal 
Rabbi A. H. Silver 
MuSimco 
Mn. Clarence Weideothal 
Jullut Wei•bera 
Maurice Welt:mao 
Albert A. Woldmao 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. • CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi AH Silver 
The Temple 
E 105th & Ansel Rd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

February 20, 1942 

I am very pleased to inform you that the Nominating 
Committee is recommending your name to the Jewish 
Community Council for election as a member of the 
Executive Committee for 1942. I know that we need 
not emphasize the importance of the responsibility 
which the Executive Committee has in guiding the 
policies of the Council, affecting directly the 
position and well-being of the entire Jewish com
munity of Cleveland. 

We trust that you will consider this a primary re
sponsibility and that you will make every effort tc 
attend the meetings ~f the Committee. It is so 
balanced that the presence of every member is es
sential if it is to represent accurately a cross 
section of Jewish opinion. 

We are sure that your participation will be a real 
eervice to the Cleveland Jewish community. 

Sincerely yours, 

L .. . ~ L~ 
;, 

Acting Chairman for the Nominating Committee 
Mrs SO Freedlander 
I J Kabb 
Samuel Klopper 
Leonard Labowitch 
Joseph Stashower 
Philip Warshaw 
:Barney Winograd 



Jewish Community Council 
Chester-Twelfth Bld~ 
Cherry 8176 February 23, 1942 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Your Nominating Committee, after full and careful consideration, 
recommends the following persons for election as officers and members 
of the Executive Committee of the Jewish Community Council for 1942: 

Philmore J Haber -
Ezra Z Shapiro 

President 
First Vice...President 
Second Vice-President Jerome N Curtis 

Mrs AF Mellman 
Abraham Stern 

~ Third Vice-President 

Philip Bernstein --
Treasurer 
Secretary 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Milton P Altschul 
Ed.ward M Baker 
Rabbi BR Brickner 
Mrs George Burkin 
Babbi Armond E Cohen 
Rabbi Louis Engelberg 
George W Furth 
Rabbi David Genuth 
Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
Mrs Joseph Goldhamer 
Myron Guren 
Mrs Milton Halle 
A I Hausman 
David Ralph Hertz 
Dr S F M Hirsch 

IL Kenen 
SL Kossoff 
Mrs Leonard Labowitch 
Dr I Uilcoff 
Rabbi Isr~el Porath 
Rabbi .Rudolph Rosenthal 
Julius Schweid 
Rabbi AH Silver 
Max Simon 
Philip Steinberg 
Mrs Clarence Weidenthal 
Mrs Joseph Weinberg 
Julius Weisberg 
Maurice Weltmo.n 
Albert A Wold.man 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

(Members: Mrs SO Freedlander, I J Kabb, 
Samuel Klopper, Leonard Labowitch, 
Joseph Stashower, Philip Warshaw, Barney 
Winograd) 

ARTICLE VIII, Seciion 4 of the Constitution: "At least fifteen dqs before 
ench annual meeting the list of nominations for officers and members of the 
Executive Comnittee made by the Noainating Committee shall be mailed to each 
representative. Such nooinations, together with any additional written nom
ino.tions, signed by fifteen representatives and submitted to the chairman of 
the Nominating Committee or to the Secretary of the Council not later than three 
days before the annual ceeting, shall be presented to the annual meeting. Only 
froo the names so nominated shall be elected the officers and neobers of the 
Executive C0Ct1ittee" Officiru. petition blanks for written noninations may be 
secured from the Secretary of the Council. 



JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Summary of Annual Meeting Thursday, March 26, 1942, 8:30 p.m. at Euclid Ave Temple 

1. Welcome Philmore J Haber, Chairman, welcomed the new representatives to 
their first meeting. Pointing out the importance of their res

ponsibility, he stressed the necessity of regular attendance and active parti
cipation. 

2. Reuorted The Chairman reported briefly on the following activity: 

Finance - Most of the organizations alread.y had paid their Council 
dues for 1942. The others were asked to do so without delay. 

Arbitration - The Arbitration Court recently had completed a case 
involving a synagogue; had reached agreement in a family dispute; had .made pro
gress in a refugee situation; and was negotiating with two factions of a Jewish 
organization. 

Radio - The Council 1s monthly radio programs, part of the inter
faith s~ries, had received very favorable comments from the station and listen
ers. The next program would be Sunday afternoon, April 19, 2:30 p.m., over 
Station WHK. 

Negro-Jewish Relations -A joint meeting of this Committee had con
sidered several matters, and procedures had been developed for handling them. A 
sub-committee on housing also had been activo. Only the barest beginning had 
been made, however, and much fundamental work remained to be dono. 

Infantile Paralysis Campaign - Gratitude was expressed to the 
member groups, and to the Council 1s special Committee headed by Mrs Clarence 
Weidenthal, for their splendid cooperation in the March of Dimes Infantile 
Paralysis Campaign. The Council had received a Certificate of Award for Dis
tinctive Service in this inter-faith project. 

Community Song Festival - Plans were under way for a great inter
faith community song festival to be held soon, under the direction of a civic 
committee in which the Council was representing the Jewish community. It was 
intended to serve as another means of building better community understanding, 
and organizations would be notified as soon as specific plans had been developed. 

Inter-faith Cooperation - The Council had been invited to assist 
also in the Karamu House campaign and in the Knights of Columbus Track Meet. 

National Budgeting - The National Assembly of the Council of Jewish 
Federations and Welfare Funds at Chicago had unanimously approved a compromise 
plan developed by the sponsors and opponents of the original program. The plan 
called for a representative Committee to analyze and report on the work, needs, 
and expenditures of national and overseas Jewish agencies, but not to make 
specific recommendations on quotas or allocations. 

Shaker Heights Council - The Community Council had been invited to 
send a delegate to the newly-formed Shaker Heights Community Council to represent 
the Jewish residents. Mr Haber already had been elected to the Board of the 
Council, and he was authorized to appoint a representative as requested. 

3. Election Mrs James Miller was asked to talce the chair to conduct the annual 
election. I J Xabb, reporting for the Nominating Committee, ex

pressed the gratitude of the Council to the officers and Executive Committee who 
had served in 1941. Continuing the policy of rotation, the Nominating Committee 
recommended the election of several now persons to the Executive Committee, at 
the same time p~ing tribute to the splendid service rendered by the outgoing 
members. Upon motion made, duly seconded, and 'Ullanimously carried, the report 
was accepted and the following persons wero elected: 
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Philmore J Haber, president; Ezra Z Shapiro first vice-president; 
Jerome N Curtis, second vies-president; Mrs AF Mellman, third vice-president; 
Abraham Stern, treasurer; Philip Bernstein, secretary. Executive Committee -
Milton P Altschul, Ed.ward M Baker, Rabbi BR Brickner, Mrs George Burkin, Rabbi 
Armond E Cohen, Rabbi Louis Engelberg, George W Furth, Rabbi David Genuth, Rabbi 
Harold Goldfarb, Mrs Joseph Goldhamer, Myron Guren, Mrs Milton Halle, A I Hausman, 
David Ralph Hertz, Dr SF M Hirsch, IL Kenen, SL Kossoff, Mrs Leonard Labowitch, 
Dr I Milcoff, Rabbi Israel Forath, Rabbi Rudolph Rosenthal, Julius Schweid, Babbi 
AH Silver, Max Simon, Philip Steinberg, Mrs Clarence Weidenthal, Mrs Joseph 
Weinberg, Julius Weisberg, Maurice Waltman, Albert A Woldman. 

4. Annual Report -The Chairlllc\n then summarized the work of the Council during 
the past year, comprising perhaps the busiest year in the 

history of the Council, and evaluated the activities in terms of the obligations 
imposed by a world at war. Their basic significance was considered in terms of 
the leadership required of American Jewry, as the largest and one of the last 
free Jewish communities of the world, the necessity of united and coordinated 
national action, the responsibility for local inter-faith and inter-group unity 
in America and thus for combatting the movements which seek to divide and weaken 
this nation, the need for all-out aid to the nation's war effort, and the basic 
necessity of a well-informed and intelligent community. Judged by these require
ments the work of the Council was deemed to have fundamental importance and pro
per direction, and the community was urged to move ahead with courage and spirit 
to meet the critical demands of this historic hou~. 

5. Arrey- and Navy -Louis S Bing, Jr., chairman of the local Army and Navy Committee 
of the Jewish Welfare Board, asked the organizations to give 

free tickets for their public events to men in uniform. Many groups already were 
doing this. Organizations having private parties and wishing to invite service 
men wore asked to contact Mrs Joseph H Gross. He requested further the authority 
to designate a sub-committee to act for the Jewish community in making proper 
expression to the families of Jewish men lost in the war. Both matters were re
ferred to the Council's Defense Committee, with power to act. 

6. Defense The Chairman informed the Council that following the last meeting 
and in accordance with the suggestion of the Executive Committee, 

a joint Defense Committee had been appointed to coordinate the work of the Council's 
groups a.nd to mobilize the full resources of the Jewish community in behalf of 
the nation's war effort. Nathan Loeser was Chairman, IL Kenen and Mrs Joseph 
Weinberg, Co-cha.irmen, and Miss Mildred Heller, Vice-chairman. 

Mr Kenen reported that the basic function of the Committee would 
be to recruit persons for civilian volunteer services and to transmit accurate 
defense information to the members of Jewish groups. He stressed that there 
would not be separate Jewish defense activities. Rather, volunteers would be 
referred to the official agencies, where they \()uld take their places with all 
other Americans. 

Since the women's and young adult groups already were thoroughly 
organized, the Committee had concentrated on organizing and coordinating the 
men's and mixed groups. Those which had not already done so were being asked 
to appoint Defense Chairmen as contact persons for this work. The immediate 
tasks were: (1) to recruit more civilian dofense volunteers, especially air raid 
wardens and volunteer fireman; (2) recruit more blood donors; (3) continue Defense 
Bond and Stamp purchases; (4) assist Councilmen and suburban JD8¥ors in selection 
of air raid wardens; (5) stimulate a maximum attond.anco at the city Civilian 
Defense Bally on March 31. 

In the discussion of the report, it was announced that the B1nai 
B1rith had secured headquarters at 11905 Superior Ave., and had ma.de available 
the facilities to the city for defense activity. The Community Council was 
likewise invited to hold its next meeting there. 



- 3 -

7. National Unity Albert Woldman reported that his Committee had met with national 
Jewish leaders in Cleveland during the United Palestine Appeal 

Conference, and had discussed thoroughly with them the problem of unity in the 
defense of Jewish rights. Present had been Henry Monsky and Maurice Bisgyer of 
B1nai B1rith; Louis Lipsky and Miss Lilly Shultz of the American Jewish Congress; 
Sidney Wallach of the American Jewish Committee; Babbi James Heller of the Synagogue 
Council and the Central Conference of American Rabbis; and Harry Lurie of the 
Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds; in addition to the officers and 
special Committee of the Community Council. 

The Committee had expressed the deep concern of the community over 
tho failure to achieve full national coordination in this work, and had pointed 
out that unless the agencies themselves could achieve it, the communities would 
be compelled to take direct action. The national leaders wore asked to outline 
the status of the present negotiations, and the obstacles which barred the path 
to unity. 

After a long discussion, the Committee had been requested to define 
what it meant by unity, and had set forth the following essentials; (1) a joint 
policy-making body representative of the four civic-defense agencies, other national 
groups, and the co:nmunities of America; (2) power in this group to determine uni
form mandatory policies; (3) allocation of functions by this body to the various 
protective agencies; (4) joint budgeting; (5) joint fund raising. Mr Lurie had 
then pointed out that these elements coincided with the recommendations of a 
Committee of the Council of Jewish Jederations, with the addition of a central 
Jewish journal and central field service. 

Mr Monsky expressed his approval of the program, ta~ing partial 
exception to the field service; Mr Lipsky, Miss Shultz, and Rabbi Heller also 
voiced their approval; Mr Wallach said he was not in position to express judgment 
as yet; and the meeting closed with agreement that full support should be given 
this program at the Chicago Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federations. 

The Secretary then reviewed the Chicago Assembly session at which 
the report presented by Edgar Kaufmann and Max Simon had been unanimously approved, 
following the public announcement that the program had the formal endorsement of 
the Executive Committees of the American Jewish Congress and tho Jewish Labor 
Committee, the president of B'nai B1rith (with the partial exception of the central 
field service), • and the President of the Central Conference of .American 
Rabbis - and that the American Jewish Committee would give it sympathetic con
sidoration. Tho Executive Committee of tho Council of Jewish Federations thoro
upon had appointed a special Committee to carry the matter further. 

Max Simon, as a member of the national Committee, reported on the 
negotiations which had taken place in New York recently. He made it clear that 
action was being confined to the field of civic-protective work, and described 
the complications and divisions which obstructed the road to unity. Despite the 
favorable expressions at Chicago, a definite solution was not yet in sight, and 
his Committee was to report soon to the Executive Committee of the national 
Council, after .trying to arrive at agreement itself. 

In the discussion of ~hese reports, the question of a conference of 
Jewish Community Councils was again raised, and despair was expressed that there 
ever would develop a solution on the initiative of the national agencies them
selves. Another suggestion was that local financial support should be withdrawn 
from the agency or agencies which were blocking the path to unity. Since the 
National Committee was expected to report within a few weeks, the entire matter 
was referred back to Mr Woldman 1s Committee for further attention. A suggestion 
that the latter Committee be enlarged was taken under advisement. 

8. Refugee Eugene H Freedheim, chairman of the local Refugee Service Committee 
of the Jewish Social Service Bureau, reviewed the problems and work 

of tho Committee since its reorganization in 1940. The affidavit service was being 
continued, with rof'ugoes still arriving in the United States despite the war -
1,000 in the last month - coming from Portugal, Unoccupied France, and South 
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and Central America. Resettlement from New York to Cleveland likewise continued, 
with aliens of Polish and Czech descent still permitted to move their residence. 

Many of the 200,000 refugees in America were technically classed 
as "enemy aliens" although they were the most ardent opponents of Hitlerism. 
They could not be permitted to become public charges, and not one had been de
ported from America for this reason. Of the average of 70 families on the local 
agency's relief roll, one-third were short-time cases, another one-third was ex
pected to become self-supporting in a brief period of time, and the last third 
were long-times cases. · The refugees who had come in recent years were an older 
eroup and found it more difficult to earn a livelihood. The JS Sn did case 
work directly to aid in personal problems, and worked through the Jewish Voca
tional Service, the Council of Jewish Women, and the Jewish Young Adult Bureau 
in dealing with employment and social problems. 

The war had brought restrictions on travel, ownership of cameras 
and short wave radios, and other regulation of refugees in America. Employment 
problems and other difficultios wore resultine, requiring added help. 

9. Palestinian Jewish Army It was proposed by IL Konen that the Council go 
on record urging the formation of a Palestinian 

Jewish army, and tho matter was discussed at long-th by Mrs AF Mellman, Max 
Simon, James Miller, Aaron Resnick, Albert Woldman, Rabbi David Genuth, Ezra 
Shapiro, a.nd others. The following points were made: the proposed army would 
be composed of Palestinian and stateless Jews only -- it would not include 
American Jews; Jews had enlisted in the British Palestinian forces up to the 
number permitted, but the total hacl been restricted by the British desire to 
keep some parity between the proportion of Arabs and Jews - nevertheless 15,000 
Jews were already in the army there, compared with 3,000 Ara.bs; the creation of 
the proposed army would add 60,000 Jewish men; they would fight under the banner 
of Britain or the United Nations; opposition to the proposal had been based on 
political not military, grounds. 

It was stated further that the army was necessary to give the Jews 
of Palestine the basic humanitarian right to defend their homes and their 
families from the threatened Nazi invasion and a resulting massacre unless they 
were armed; that it was more than a Zionist or Jewish question - it was an 
American problem, since the defense of the Middle East was vital to American 
interests; the creation of such an army would help block the path to India and 
to the vital oil fields sought by the Nazis; it would also make it possible for 
more Australians to serve at hom~ instead of in Palestine; no one could deny 
that the United Nations needed every man possibly available; The Secretary of 
War, Secretary of Navy, Senators Barkley and Wagner, Admiral Sterling, and other 
high government officials had endorsed the formation of such an ar~; and the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, among other groups, also had supported it. 

The turning back of tho Struma and the resulting death of its 
750 passengers was deplored, and a change in policy was urged to prevent tho 
recurrence of such tragedies. The bars of immigration should be let down for 
fleeing refugees for tho duration of the war, it was urged so that they might 
join the forces fighting Nazism. 

In analyzing the opposition to the formation of such an army, it 
was stated that part of it was due to a false impression that this would be a 
world wide Jewish aney-, instead of a Palestinian Jewish army; to the belief that 
it made for religious separateness, whereas the sponsors pointed out that the 
Jewish Palestinian army would not be a separate religious army but was compara
ble to the Free l"rench and Free Czech armies, in view of the Balfour Declaration 
pledging Palestine as a Jewish homeland, sanctioned by the League of Nations, 
and affirmed by the United States; to a fear of a rupture in Arab-Jewish re
lations and the possibility of a demand for an Arab Palestinian Army, whereas 
after full op~ortunity to enlist only 3,000 had done so; and to the belief that 
this was purely a Zionist question, instead of a broadly humanitarian one of 
direct concern to America and the United Nations. 
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After full discussion it was moved, duly seconded, and unanimously 
carried that the Jewish Community Council urge the formation of a Palestinian 
Jewish Anny, as embodied in the attached resolution. It was made clear that the 
action was taken as supporters of Great Britain and the United Nations, to 
strengthen their cause and their forces. 

(Signed) 

Rospectfully submitted, 

Philip Bernstein 

Secretary 



( THIS SIDE OF CARD IS F'OR ADDRESS) 

Mr Philmore J Haber, President 
Jewish Community Council 
Chester-Twelfth Bldg 
Cleveland, Ohio 



I shall attend the meeting of the Executive 

Committee Wednesday evening, September 17, at 

8:15 p.m. • at the Jewish Center (:Board Room). 

Signed;-__________ _ 



Officers 

Preaident 
Philmore J. Haber 

First Vice-Preaident 
Kara Z. Shapiro 

Second Vice-President 
Jerome N. Curtia 

Third Vice-President 
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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. • CHerrv 8176 

RE: .ADMISSION OF ARMY AND NAVY MEM TO YOUR PUELIC FUNCTIOUS 
CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS LUNCHEON JUNE 16 

To Presidents & Representatives: 

You will recall that at the last Community Council meeting the 
local Army and Navy Committee of the Jewish Welfare Board requested 
our organizations to admit free to their public functions Amy and 
Navy men in uniform who desire to attend them • . This policy pre
vails in cities throughout the country. and has been approved by 
our Council 1 s Wa:::- Aid Committee. We shall appreciate it deeply if 
your organization would inaugurate thi3 policy for your future 
functions, if the policy has not already been in effect. 

I ~houldalso like to call to your attention the luncheon to 
be held by the local Oonferqnce of Christians and Jews on Tuesday 
noon, June 16, 12:30 p.m •• 4t the Allerton Hotel. The luncheon will 
honor the thr0e new cimchair~e~ of the local conference, among them, 
I am ' ple~sed to arJ!lounce, Eugane E Wolf as the Jewish co-chairman. 

We shall be privileged to have as guest speakers the trio of 
Dr Everett R' Clinchy, p.ational prestdent of the Conference; Rabbi 
Julian Feibelman, of Temple Sinai, New Orleans; and the Very Rev. 
Edward V Cardinal, of Loyola University, Chicago. It will be an 
outstanding eivic even~. 

Ticke,s at $1.15 per person m~ be secured from ~~e Jewish 
Commu.ni~y Cquncil office, from the ·Fe4eration of ~e\t/i~h Wo~en•~ 
Orga.nizationa, or from any of the persons listed qelow, Wil+ you 
~le~se contact your members and friends so that we m~ halp ~$B~~e 
the large attendance ·which the luncheon merits. 

Sincerely you.+f4, 

/0//~ : 
Philmore J Haber 

President 
- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - ~ - - - - - ~ - - - - - - ~ -
Harry W Arnstine,Jr. 
~ol D Busch 
fhflip Carter 
Finery W Desberg 
Sidney Eis~~berg 
Dr FM Fa.llQnan 
Suggs Gq.rb~r 

Tickets May Be Secured Jrom 
So.mu.e+ Gross 
Nate A Grossman 
I J Kabp 
Sam~el Klo:pPef 
Abr l{oliiJl 
B'ep.j :S ~evy 
Ho.rr;, A Levy 
:Or De>.vid ·Magid 

'i.c ~ .;, ., 

Ji J Noisel 
:Sen H Richmo.n 
Spmu.el Rosenthal 
~dge Jas Silbert 
z Smilow 
~wrenc~ So'bel 

I 

A, B. Webbol' 



IDOJDU.fIOJI 0:1 JDISB COJIMDBI!'Y COtmCILS 

A. Swamary of Statue 

:B. Coaunit7 C01m.cil1 - :87 Population Groups 

c. Couunit7 Council• - :BJ' States 

D. Large Citiet Which Have CoJ1J11Dnit7 Councils 

~. Large Cities Without Comnit7 Council• 

1. General Description ot Co:mnnmity Councils (Council ot Jewish J'eda. - 1939) 

J 
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IPP!t!I or S!A!US OJ JPIR OCIIKQIIIX CQUICILS 

!he term, Jeviah Coaunit7 Coucil, coTera nch a Tariet7 of 
organisation• tllat it mat be carefull.7 qulifie4 1D anJ' 
diaau.aaion of 1\. 

Soae inclue all eleaents of their comm:o.it1e•• Other• 
apparatl7 do not. 

Some 1erYe •• coordinatinc botie•• Other• do not. 

S•e ha.Te a Tariet7 of tu.n.ctiona. Other• do not. 

Soae are actin. Other• appear to be q,:dte d.onaant. 

Soae aerTe OJU1' to raise ta.n4a. Others raiae no tun.de at all. 

Soae operate d•ocrat1call7. Othere apparentl7 do not. 

Soae organization• called b7 other D.a11e1 function ■ore like 
Commnit7 Council• Ulan do aoae of the Commm.t1 Coucila. 

In the baclcground of an7 anal.7ai• ot Jewish Co■mnit7 Council•• 
therefore, mat be a recognition ot thia cond.1t1oa. 

!here are about 55 Jeviah Co■amit7 Ccnmcil• 1a the United Stat••• 

45 citiea haTe a Jeviah pop].at1on ot 10,000 or aore. 
19 have Jerilh Co:aumnit1 Council•. as do not. 
Jaong thoa• which do not are Jew York. Chicaco • •4 
Philadelphia. which haTe about halt ot the J eviah 

population ot the countr.,. (It hae been reported, 
however. that BroolclJJL ha.a recentl1 fora.a. a Co•nm.nit7 
Council. !hia require• continaation.) 

28 oitiea baTe a Jevilh population of 5,000 to 9,999. 
10 ha.Te OOIIJII\Ulit7 Council•• 18 do not. 

In cities of fewer than 5,000 Jewa titles of orcanisatlone 
are particu.larl.7 aialeacliq. !he tolloviq tip.re• do not 
therefore repreaeat acca.ratel.7 the degree to which the7 ha.Te 
central, repreaen.tatiTe, 4•ocratic orgenisationa. 

31 c1tiea haTe a Jeviah population ot 2,500 to 4,999. 
8 haTe Comwn,a1t7 Coucil1. 23 do not. 

86 c1tiea haTe a Jftiah populaion ot 1,000 to 2,499. 
11 haTe Co■-nit7 Oouacila. 73 ·4.o not~ 

!here la ao natiollal aa1ociation of Coma1t7 Couao111 aa noh. 
Moat of tho•• vhicll a4aiaiater Welfare ha4a are aabera of 
the Council of Jewiah Jeclerationa aa4 Welfare l'u41. 

!here haa .neTer been a national. coaterenoe of Jm.ah Co-.aitJ 
Coucll•• 
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5QO,ooo A oyer 

100,000 to 499,ooo 

ao,ooo to 99,ooo 

20,000 to 49,ooo 

10,000 to u,ooo 

s,ooo to 9,ooo 

C<JOmlll!Y CQlJICILS - BY JIWISB POPQLA!IOll G:eoun 

Loa Angeles 

Cleveland 
Detroit 

Hartford 
Bff BaTen 
Bochester 

Bqonne 
Bridgeport 
Cincinnati 
Houston 
Xanaaa Cit7 
Louisville 
Paterson. 
St Paul 
Springfield 
!oledo 
Trenton 
Washington 
lorce1ter 

~ron. 
.Ubu.T 
Coluabu.1 
Dq,on 
nizabeth, I' J 

J'all tiTer, Kaea 
Puaaic 
Penh Aabo7 
tichmond, Ta 
Utica 

10 Qgppmpttz Coyc11, 
lew Yolic 

Chicago 
Philadelphia 

ialtlmore 
Boston 
Bewark 
(St Louie) 

Milwaukee 
Pittaburgh 
San J'ra.nciaco 

Atlanta 
Atlantic Oit7 
Brookline ,Ma••• 
Juftalo 
Chelsea, Mas• 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Jerae7 Oit7 
Mal.cl.on., Ma.as 
Maph1a 
Minneapoli• 
Kt Vernon 
Ou.ha 
ProTidence 
Seattle 
S)Tacuae 

C81lden 
Dalla■ 
l,Jnn., Kua 
Ncleeeport 
In irunawick,B.J. 
lew Orleana 
••w Boohelle 
•ortolk, Ta 
Oakland, Cal.it 
Portland., Ore 
BeTere, Kaa• 
San AU ton.io 
Scranton 
Staatord, Conn 
Waterbury, Conn 
11llcea !arre 
Yonker 1 
Younptow. 



2,500 tg 4mlOQ 

1,000 to 2,400 

-a-

CePFR\,r Cqunc11, 
Bingbaat;on, If Y 
Jlarr11bvg 
Hoboken 
Jackaonrllle 
Baahnlle 
lleadlq 
Schenecta.47 
Sioux City 

Beaton, Pa 
Brie 
IT1Asrllle, Ind 
Jolm.1town, Pa 
Xlncaton, BY 
lewburgh, B Y 
Peoria 
Plainfield, B J 
louehkeepsie 
!ro7 
hlea 

Jo °"wn1t1 Counc11, 
Birmiagbu 
Brock1ton, llu1 
Caabridge, Kaa■ 
Canton 
Charleeton, SC 
Clbattanooga 
Dea Moine• 
Dal.11th 

last St Louia 
hr7 
BaTerhill, Xue 
Lawrence, Ma.ea 
Long :Branch,• J 
Lowell, Jlaaa 

•• Bed.ford, Kaae 
Portland, Ke 
St Joaeph, Ko 
Sal.ea, Ka•• 
San Diego 
SaTannah 
South Bend 
Union,• J 
Wilmington 

.Allentown, Pa 

.Altoona, Pa 

.&abv.?'7 Parle 
Bangor. Me 
Beauaont, Texas 
Bethlehea, Pa 
BeTerl7, Kaaa 
Bloomfield, 1T J 
Braddock, Pa 
:B\irl1D£ton, Vt 
Charleaton, W Ta 
Cheater, Pa 
.,.t Orange, I J 
mm1re, • Y 
n Puo, Teua 
herett, Mae• 
J'allaburgton, • Y 
J'lint., Mi ch 
J'ort WaJ!le, Ind. 
Gal.Yeaton, !exaa 
GloTerarille, • r 
Grand Bapida, llioh 
Hewmond, Ind 
Baaleton, Pa 
Bol70ke, llua 
Huntington., . w Va 
Irnncton., 1 J 
Laacaater, Pa 
Lincoln, le\ 
Linden, I J 
J.1,tlw lock, .lrk. 



1,000 to 2,400 (continlled) lo Copp.nitY Council 

Lone Beach, Calif 
Lp.brook, I Y 
Kadiaon, lfia 
Kuon. 01\7, Iowa 
Meridian, Conn. 
Mlaai, na 
Montgo•e1'1, Al.a 
Monticello, I Y 
lew Brit•in, Conn 
lew London, Conn 
Bewport Bewa • Va 
lerion. Ma.ea 
liecz-a J'alla, HY 
lorwallc, Conn. 
lforvich, Conn. 
Olcl&b.oaa City, Okla 
Orange, BJ 
Paaa4en.a, Calif 
Peabod.7, Kaaa 
Peekakil~ • B Y 
Pit.afield, llaa1 

Portuouth, Va 
QD.1.nc;y, Mala 
Bock Island, Ill 
Sacramento, Oal1:t 
Salt Lake Cit7 
Shreveport 
Soaerrllle, Ma11 

South Oran&e, lf J 
Spokane 
Stockton, Calif 
Tacoaa 
Tampa .&i 
Terre ate 
Un.iontovn, Pa 
laoo, !esaa 
Yaukeegan, Ill 
West Hoboken 
White Plaine 
'1,n\hrop, Kua 
Woodbine, JJ J 
Woon1oclcet, B. I 
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lLPAKA none 
ilIZOQ none 
ARICANSAS none 
OALI10mlli 

Loe Angele• 193'1 
San Joae 1936 
Ventura 1939 

COLOBADO none 
COINECTICtJ! 

Bridgeport 1936 
Hartf.ord 1940 
Bew JlaTen 1927 

DELA.WAD none 
DI sm CT OJ' OOLtDmli 

Waahington 1938 
JLOlUDl 

Jaclcaonville 1936 
GIOBGIJ. none 
IDAHO none 
ILLINOIS 

Peoria 1933 
INDI.Aa 

hanaville 1936 
IOWA 

Siowc Cit7 1935 
UBSAS none 
llN'l'tJOIY 

LouiaTille 1934 
LOUISUBA noae 
Mll!LAID 

OWaberland 1939 
~SA.OllUSETS 

J'all River 1938 
J'itchburg 1939 
Springfial 1938 
Worcester 1936 

MICBIGil 
Detroit 193'1 

MIHNISOll 
St Paul 1931 

MISSISSIPPI DOU 
Milll)t1IU 

tan■a1 Oit7 
DBBA.SIU. none 
UV.ADA none 
11W JDSft 

Ba70nne 1938 
n1sabeth 192'1 
Hoboken 1936 
Montclair 1911 
Paaaaic 1933 
Jaateraon 1933 
Perth abo7 1939 
Plaint1el4 1937 
!renton 1938 

COKMQ!Iff OOUIOILS - BY S!ill§ 

Ad•1n11tera Jewish Welfare J'und 
Coabinecl with Yederation. 
Include• national and oTeraeaa campaign. 

.Adminiatera United Jewiah Campaign 

Coordinates and supports local social services. 

Adminiatera Jeviah Welfare J'un.d 

Coordinates and aupporta local Jewish aervicea. 

Administers national and overseas campaign,. 

Adminiatera national and oversea■ caapa1gn 

Admini1ter1 national and oTerseaa campaign 
Adain11tera Jewish Welfare hnd. 

J.dmini1ters United Jewish ~peal includiq local 
.ldmiai1ter1 national and 0Ter1ea1 curpaicn. 

• • • • 
I I I I 

•ocial Service 

I I I • including local aoclal 
••moe. 

A4■in11tera na.,1ona1 ID4 0Teraea1 oaapaip, iaoludiJac looal 
•oclal •ernoe. 
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DW MllXICO none 
DI YOBI'. 

(Brooklyn) 1940 
J.lb&DT 1938 
BJngbaaton 1937 
Xincston 1939 
••vbu.rgh··· 1938 
PoU&bkeepaie 1940 
Bocheater 1939 
Scheneoteq 1938 
!ro7 1935 
Utica 1932 

llOUH CABOLIIIA 
lineton Salem 1937 

llORTH DilO!.A none 
OHIO 

~ron 1939 
Cincinnati 1929 
Cleveland 1935 
Columbus 1940 
Dayton 193-i 
Steubenville 
Toledo 1936 

OtLABOMA 
!'u.l.aa 1938 

ODGOI none 
PDNSYLVANIA 

-.ton 1939 
Irie 1936 
Harrt1burc 1932 
Jopatown 1939 
Bea41ng 1935. 

BHODJ: ISLAND none 
SOUTH CAROLIBA none 
SOU!B DilOTA none 
nus 

Houston 193? 
!D.OSSEI 

Iaahville 1936 
U!il none 
VIRGINIA. 

lllchmond 1935 
D.SHIIM'OI none 
DST VUGIBIA none 
WISOONSII none 
IWD none 
•ontau none 
DI IWIPSHID none 
lDKOH aone 
ltOllI•Q, none 

-a-
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~niatera United Jewish campaign. 

.ldainiatere United Jewish Appeal. 

.Adminiatera local aocial services, national and oversea.a 
campaign 

.A.dministera Jewish Welfare J'und 

Administers Iational and overseaa campaign. 
Adminiatere national and oversea• campaign, local Jewish 
Administers United Jewish Jla.nd. social semcea. 

Administers United Jewish Campaign, local aocial aemcee. 

.A.dminiaters Allied Jewish Welfare l'und, local social aerTicea. 
Adllliniatera Jewish Welfare Jund, local aocial aervicea. 
.A.daainiatera national and overaea1 campaign, local social 

aerTicea. 
Adlliniatera United Jewish Campaign, local social aerTicea. 

Administers United Jewiah Campaip, local eocial. se"ices. 

.A.da1niaters Jewish Welfare hn4. 

Adminiaters national and overseas caapaip, local aoclal 
1errices. 
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J,o• A.pg•lt• 
100,000 

Qleyelap4 
90,000 

Detroit 
85,000 

:Sew BaTfll 
25,000 

Bpche1ter 
25,000 

Cincinnati 
23,500 

Pater1on 
22,500 

Jaahipgtop 
18,000 

Bop.1ton 
15,000 

St Ppl 
14,000 

Jorce■ter 
13,000 

lr14c1P9D 
12,000 

hl•Ao 
12,000 

,:rentop 
11,000 

Lou1,y111, 
10,000 

WGI C I!IIS IBICH ll1VI JDISH COMMUII!Y OQUJCILS 
(oTer 10,000 Jew■) 

Organised 1937. Relationehip to ~e4eration TaCU•• Degree ot 
general recognition to be deteraine4. J4mini■ter■ Jewi ■h 
Welfare l'mLd. 

Organised 1935. .A.ctiTe and repreaentatiTe. 

Organisecl. 1937 • .A.ctiTe and incluaiTe. Relationehip to 
1ederation not co11pletel7 haraoniou1. 

Organised in 1940. 

Organised 192'7, but inactive and no preatige until recentl.7. 
Bow being reTi Ted. 

Organized in 1939. Includes onl7 emall number of organization■• 

Organized 1929. Act1Te and repre■entatiTe. Admini1ter1 J•~ 
Welfare J'wld. Good relationship with ~ederation. 

Organized 1932. Activit7 unlcnown. 

Reeentl7 organized. ~ite i nactive. 

Organized 1937. ~ite actiTe. Adlllini1ter United Jewi■h C811Pa1P, 
local Social Service. 

Organized 1931. .A.ppa.rentl7 quite active. 

Organise4 1936. Jairl7 actiTe. 

Organized 1936 • .A.ctiTe. Aclaini■tera l1nite4 Jewi■h Campaign. 

Orcanizecl 1936 . .A.ctiTe. Mmini■ter1 United Jewiah hn4. 

Orgaai1ed recentl.J. .lcti dt7 unlcnowa. 

Organised HM. InclueiTe, but qu.e1tionable 4aocrac7. Orp.nise4 
troa top dow, organi1ationa don't appoint own repre1entatlv••• 
.Adminl1ter1 national ai,,d 0Ter1e&1 oaapaip. 



Ba.yopf 
12.000 

8prt.p,t1el4 
12.000 

J:aneu Citz: 
a.,ooo 

-a-

Organised 1938. .A4ain1atere United. Jewiu .&ppeal, inclu41Dc 
local aoc1al aenioea. 

Organised 1938 • .W.Watera Jewleh Welfare l'wl4. 

Organised recentl7. 



,., tom 
1,750,000 

Chicago 
300,000 

!·♦IP! Cl!IIS WI!IOU! J:IWISB COJOOJII!'J CQYBCll,IJ 

1ecleration baa Council of ~raternal and BeneTolent Organisations, 
which 1• an affiliate of the 1e4erat1on, mainl7 for aaeiatance h 
cupaipa. 

Brookl.1D haa recentl.7' organised a Jeviah Coaaunit7 Council. Rep.. 
resentation and actiTit7 7et to be detel"llinecl. Cpeationable 
recognition. 

Xanbattan, Bronx, and other boroughs require central rapreaentatiTe 
organisation. 

Baa a •Jewtah Comnit7 Counc111 which 1• aerel7 an affiliate of the 
Jewiah Jederation. It aerTes to aesiat the 1e4erat1on and to inter
pret it to the communit7. So far u 1• known, it hu no other 
tunctiona. 

J!ldladelphia Ko Jeriah Comnit7 Council. Bae Anti-Defamation Council to co-
250,000 ordinate defenee activit7. 

io•ton 
85,000 

Ba1t11or1 
70,000 

IJwark 
65,000 

St Louie 
50,000 

•o communit7 Council. Defense work done mainl7 b7 branch office 
of Jllerican. Jewish Committee. 

Bo Couunit7 Council. Baa coordinating bo47 for the four defense 
a«encies. 

Bo Communit7 Council, 

Hae no general Counmit7 OoUllcil. Does ha.Te Jewish Coordinating 
Council compoaed of about 10 grou.pa to centralise defenae act1Tit7. 

Sq Jrapc11co •o Colllmnit7 Council. Defense work: done b7 central coaittee. 
38,000 

Milwaukee 
25,000 

HiRP!fPPli• 
22,000 

b:0n411c1 
21,000 

ltt••1 Oltz: 
20,000 

:Bpttal.p 
20,000 

lo Com11UDit7 louncil. Defense actirlt7 coordinated b7 central 
collJllitt••• 

lo Commmit7 Council. Defense actirlt7 coordinated b7 atate council. 

lo ColllllUDit7 Council. 

Bo Co11111Ulit7 Council. 

Bo CoJDIIQ.D.it7 Council. 
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Put•F Bo ColllllUllit1 Council. 
17,000 

hr~II Bo Colllll\1.n1t7 Council. 
12,000 

Atlanta Bo Co1U11UJ1it7 Council. 
12,000 

Seattle Bo Co1111111lit7 Council. 
12,000 

lt;Ly~Ji5' Ci~z 
12,000 Bo CoJIIIIUJlit7 Council. 

·•~AID 'Ma•1l 
12,000 Bo Coamnmit7 Council. 

9neb• 
11,000 Bo Co111111nit7 Council. 

!£Q~i,ae 
10,000 llo Co1111111nit7 Council. 

laAi111111J:i1 
10,000 Bo Couunit7 Council. 

Mgphia 
10,000 Bo Comnmit1 Council. . 
Hi Ierngn ,1.T1) 
10,000 Bo Conunit7 Council. 

l1w Or;Lean1 
9,000 lfo Co11111W1it7 Council. 



I • .... 
• 

J.1 the table indioat••• moet of the colUll1ll'litT council• were organizet in 

the laet few 7eare. !hq represent a new form of organ1za,1on in Jewi1h 11f•• 

!heir rise 11 aeaociated with the reeru.deacence of anti-1emitiaa on a world scale, 

the 41airmtion of group difference• within American Jewry and a growing avarenesa 

of the need tor unity of action on issues ot concern to all Jews. 

Organization and Structure 
Practicall7 all of the communit7 councils were self-Initiated. !hq 

began, grew and took on activities as local conditions permitted. Comunit7 

council• are democratic. Membership is generally open to all Jewish organizations 

who are given representation on the basia ot the llUllber ot their members. The 

constituent organizations surrender no au.tono117 upon Joining, retaining tull 

freedom ot program and action. 

Qbjectives 

!he purposes aened by communit7 councils reflect the conditions which 

brought them into being. !heir obJectivea in.elude the Joint consideration of 

broad Jewish problems, the creation of better underatand1n& between Jews and non

Jen in the coJIUllU!lit7, coordination of Jeviah actiTiti••• the safeguarding ot 

Jewish righta, and the development of more wideapread colllllWlit7 leadership. !b.eee 

obJectives are not, of course, common to all councils, nor are the7 alwqe realized. 

Councils varr widel7 in the extent to which ttie7rare repreeentative of all elemenle 

in. the Jewish co111D11mit7, and in the range of activities conducted.. 

1. froao~ipg 1,,,,r hlationa Jetyeg la AD41,a-1..-
!h.rouch appropriate co•itteee tour council• have kept watch on the 

channels of public information for 1118lliteetatione of anti-eelllti••• and have striven 

to proaote better relation, between Jew and Gentile. !he handling of Jevi1h nft8 

* !he operation.a ot tour council• in. 1938 - Detroit, I.oa Angel••• Cleveland an4 
!rid,Ceport, Conn. -- are repreaentatiTe ot the worlc of the larger and more act1Te 
colllll'IUlit7 council• and their activities are avmmarise4 in the 1ectione which 
follow. 
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&nd etitorial• on ~evi•h question, has been diacuaaed' with the editor• of local 

newspapers and their cooperation aecured in preeentin.g nch aaterial fairl7 and 

accuratel.7. 

In the aaae area belong effort• to combd 411crhlination againet Jew• 

■eeking emplo,ment. Kachine17 haa been aet up tor 1nveet1gating caae1 of Job 

diacrWnation. Jlf'forte to aecure the cooperation. of emplopent agencies and 

plac•ent departaenta of echoole and collegea are reported. A number of 811J)lo7era, 

ae a reeult of council actirtt7, have engaged Jewiah peraona through the local 

Jeviah ear~~7■ent agenc7. 

2. lfplatw yd Coorclip1,1pg Jewish Practice 

In the interest of the Jeviah collUDUllity aa a whole, COIIIIRUlitJ council• 

haTe uaed their good office, to regulate and coordinate activitiea tending to 

strengthen Jewish group life. lhere Jewiah educational actirlties are not co

ordinated. through a central bureau, thie tun.ction. ia eometiaee a1811Jlled by the 

communit7 council. IaproTed aethoda of inat ru.ction, aounder financing, a riae 

in ~he number of pvpil1, and wider collJIIUllity eu.pport of Jewish education, are ao■e 

of the achievements in thia area. 

In an effort to keep out of court con.troTeraiea between Jewi1h croup, and 

indirldua.11 involTing Jewish problem,. courts of arbitration haTe been tormall.7 

eatabliehed b7 two council• and i• now under consideration bJ a third on the ba111 

of its 9%perience in handling au.ch dieputea through a special committee. 

!he reaponaible enforcement ot Iaahruth regulation, 11 a problem in a 

DWDber of communiti••• ~hru.th committee• ha.Te been eatabliahed by two COUJlcila. 

0ae colDDWlit7 throup ita council, ••cu.red the cooperation of all elements in 

placing the adllin.11tration of la1hruth on an acceptable level. !hi••• follovecl 

b7 a 1t'IJ.q of the alleged high price of ko1her ■eat. !he council in a aecoa4 

comnity ha• had a fact-tiadinc twlction onl7 to 4ate and at preaent 1• con1lcler

iq step• to be taken to effect proper enforc•ent of the 1t1t• la1hruth law. 
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Another rega.].atoey tu.action pertoraed by council• 11 the placinc of 

community eupport tor trac11,1ona1 European and Paleetinian acenciee on an organized 

buie • uaually through a special contineenc7 appropriation from the welfare fund. 

3. Toicing Jeyiah Commpnit7 OQiniop on lyente Abroad 

In 1938 action vaa taken b7 all tao:r councils on events affecting the 

welfare of Jews in foreign countries. Appeals were addressed to the Preeident in 

October for ~erican aupport of the uintenance of the mandate in Paleatine on the 

basis of the !al1'our Declaration. One co1U11UD.it7 council, in addition, eponaorel a 

mass aeeting and cii:culated petitions. A soaewhat different course waa taken 1n 

relation to the November events in Germany• which were newed as requiring a broad 

base of action. Mase meetings were discouraged and there seemed to be a general 

tendency to follow the policies of the General Council. 

Related to this function was the moral aupport gi -ren anti-llasi acti rt tie1 

conducted by local organizations affiliated with the Councile. !rhie au.pport wae 

in the direction of a strengthening the boycott against German goods, and oombattinc 

JTasi propacanda. 

4. Unibing Jewiah Life 

!he developments leading to the organis~tion of the General Council of 

the .American Jewish Committee, .American Jewish Concre••• l31na1 l31rith and Jew11h 

Labor Committee, and the act1Tit1ea of the General Council since have been followed 

' 
with the closest interest b7 community council•. they Toiced aentiaenta for an 

authoritative unit for American Jewr,. called upon the four national bodie• •to 

find eome fonml.a for cooperative action in defense of Jewieh righte.• !he7 k8,Pt 

in touch with the General Council during the Palestinian criaia in October and the 

German ·crisis in Jlovaber • generally patterning their action after the activitiea 

of the General Oounc:ll. 

In a desire to achieve local coordination of def•~•• actiTitiea, tlle 

General Jewish Council, in •oYaber, circularised all colllll1Ulit7 council• with the 

eucgeation tbat the7 &14 in aettinc up cooperatinc co•itteea repreaenting the local 
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att111atea ot the tour national constituent ■ of the General Council. !hia pro

posal ha.a raieed a nuaber of queetiona concerning the relatlonahipa of the General 

Jewieh Council and local colllllW1it7 council•• and the extent to which the aucgeated 

cooperatinc comittee will cm.pllcate activities alread7 carried on b7 council• in 

a number of C011UDUJ11ties. Loa Angel••• which alone uon.g the tour citiea nnqe4 

here, conduct, no enti-defaaation work throup. ite co1111WUt7 council, wae the onl7 

one to eatabliah a cooperating co1111ittee &long the linee ngce1te4. 

&. K11ce11111ou1 AQtiy1t1ea 

Other act1Titiea reported b7 councils in these citiea in 1938 include4 

co111111nit7 au"eJ"8: the promotion of increased Jewish participation ia the local. 

Cheat drive; the aponaorehip of a local coalttee tor faail7 caae work and. place

ment eemce to retqeee: a population cenaua; the maintenance of a colllll1Dit7 

calendar; the aponsorahip of an annual YiW1h cultural conference. reaultlng in 

the fol'll&tion of a permanent organisation to further Yiddiah ca.ltural actlrlti••• 

Januarr 15, 1939 
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ORGANIZATION R:>R CLEVELAND'S PROGRAM 
NATIONAL DEFEUSE ALUMINUM COLLECTION 

Hon. Edward Blythin, Director of Civilian Defense for the Cleveland Area,Chrm. 
Paul Brokaw, Coordinator 

District Chairman: 

10. 

11. 

Lee O Kurfis - State Commander, V.F.W. 
3600 W 130th Street - OR 1044 

John J 01Malley - Secretary-Treasurer 
McCorray Brothers - 3040 Lorain Avenue - ME 1971 

Rev. Anthony B Stuber, Pastor 
St Ignatius - 10205 Lorain 4ve - CL 0300 

Malcolm C Heed (Brooklyn Kiwanis Club) 
7714 Ackley Road - MA. 2347 

Rev, W H Stark - Pilgrim Congregational Church 
4609 Broadle Avenue - FL 0774 

William Spang - J Spang Baking Company 
2701 Barber Avenue - 1ll 1-640 

Ben Hubbell,Jr• 
4500 Euclid Avenue - EU 4500 

John M Novak 
1125 East 71st Street 

Walter Sutter - Manager Cleveland Trust, E 105th and St Clair 
( The Corner Club) GL 1450 

East 105 Stroot district north of Massio & Adams to Bratenahl 
East 88th Street to FAst 131 St along St Clair, Superior Through aroo. 

North of Primrose and Thornwood to St Clair. 

Roy Wa~d - N.E. Business Association 
740 East 152nd Street 

East 110th St & St Clair East to Five Points. 

Ralph E Shurtleff 
17729 Windward - KE 3355 

Norma E Wulff - Board of Education 
1507 E 107th Street - CE 3134 

East 105th Street area from Euclid north past Superior to Massie & 
Adams. Superior Through area south of Primrose and Castlewood. 
Includes Euclid-Cornell district. 



l3. Jack A Persky 
2049 E 96th Street - MA 1038 or CE 1213 

3. East 55th Street to East 105th Street -- Euclid Ave to Wade Park. 

14. Rev. c. H Crable, Pastor Mt Haven Baptist Church 

2223 E 43rd Street - HE 2600 

5. Louis Tarcai - Publisher - Az Uja.ag (Hungarian News) 

8407 Woodland - MU 2288 

15. Shaker Square, East 132 Street, Buckeye, Woodland district. 

16. Rev. Peter W MacAulay, Pastor 
Miles Pnrk Preobyterian Church 

17. Karl K Kist - Exec. Secretary Y.M.C.A. - 8303 ]roadway 

17. Kinsman area east of 140 Street to Shaker Heights boundary 

18. Walter S Piotrowici • 
3731 E 71st Street CH 1990 or MI 3412 

19. Hugh McFarland - 9712 Heath Avenue - MI 7362 

20. Leonard Smith 
]roadway E 55th Neighborhood Merchants Association MI 7210 

Vernon B Stouffer - CH 6521 

Downtown 
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STATEMENT ON PETITION FOR RELEJSED TIME 

Submitted by the Jewish Community Council of Metropolitan Cleveland 
To the !oard of lducation of East Cleveland 

I should like to express our appreciation of the opportunity granted us to 
present our views on the proposal for denominational religious instruction in the 
East Cleveland Public Schools. The meeting thia evening, and the consideration 
of all points of view, is 1n keeping with the American tradition of objective 
discussion of questions of deep public interest. 

le appear before you this evening in behalf of the Jewish Community Council, 
which is the official spokesman for the Jewish pooplo of East Clevoland. Our 
Council is composed of 150 organizations of every type - temples and synagogues, 
fraternal, educational and others. We have no separate branch for East Cleveland. 
Ou.r temples and Jewish agencies include the Jewish people of East Cleveland as 
well as those of other political units, covering tho metropolitan o.roa, as doos 
the Catholic diocoso. 

The Jewish people are concerned with this question not only as citizens who 
are helping to support the public schools, but as parents of 450 Jewish children 
attending the public schools of East Cleveland, and as a religious group vitally 
concerned with the religious instruction of our children • 

.As such, we want to emphasize that we share with our Catholic and Protestant 
fellow citizens the earnest desire that the religious influences in the lives of 
our children and in society generally should be intensified and strengthened. 
There is no difference whatsoever among the three major religious groups in this 
objective. 

We want to stress, too, that we have every desire to cooperate with our 
fellow Protestant and Catholic religious leaders in the attainmen\ of those pur
poses, When we first learned from the newspapers that the released time plan had 
been agreed upon by the Protestant and Catholic clergymen and was to be proposed 
to this Bon.rd, wo callod thom and o.rrongad for o. meoting at which wo might ox
che.nge viows on tho subject. 

Su.ch a meeting was held, with a friendly and cordial discussion. We are in
formed that there were differences among the Protestant groups on the subject, 
and that the Catholic and Protestant leaders were not in complete agreement on 
the ultimate relationship of public schools and religious education. We expressed 
the hope that wo might have other meetings to continuo a joint conaidoration of 
the matter and attompt to arrive at aomo progrom in which all throo religious 
groups could agree before any proposal waa made to the Board of Education. Un
fortunately, we hea.rd nothing more until we received a copy of the resolution 

• which had. been sent to this !oard. 

The Schools Committee of the Jewish Community Council has studied the re
leased time plan in ita •uious forms over a period of several months. le have 
given it a great deal of tholl&ht. 'lo regret very deoply that we cannot aupport 
the petition which ia boforo you, and th~t tho roaaons for our position aro so 
fundamental that as a matter of principle we feel compelled to present them to 
you. The last meeting of your Board revealed that some of the Protestant church 
leaders of Eaa, Cleveland, and such an important element in the community as the 
Cleveland.Presa, havo similar objections to tho proposal. 
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The fundamental objection to the plan, in our judgment, is that it violates 
the doctrine of separation of Church and State. This doctrine•~ made a pillar 
of our democracy by the founding fathers of this nation. In these times, of all 
times, th~t doctrine muat be strengthened rather than broken down. 

The plan would place denominational church instruction in the public schools. 
It would give the Board of Education direct or indirect responsibility for the 
curriculum of church instruction. It would give the :Board responsibility for the 
passing upon the qualifications of religious teachers, at least in part. This is 
an involvement in church affairs which it was never intended for a public :Board 
of Education to ha.ve, and which under our American system belongs to the Church 
rather than to the State. 

The plan would also place the moral power of the State behind denominational 
church instruction through checking on the attendance of children at such classes • 
.Although we recognize that attendance at such classes would be theoretically 
voluntary, there is no doubt but that such checks would exert a profound influence 
upon the children's attendance. And we have noted that the proponents of the plan 
elsewhere, rrhilo stressing the volunto.ry arrangomont, hn.vo unifo~ly obJocted to 
my program in which the public schools would havo no chock upon, nor any kno.,_ 
ledge of, tha n.ttcndn.nce of the children in tho religious classes. 

We do not believe it is the function of the public schools in .American dem
ocracy to supervise such church class attendance. That 1s the job of the parents 
and the churches. 

Other complications also inevitably would arise and have arisen in other 
cities. How far can the teachers go in encouraging attendance at religious 
classes? Can the teachers maintain strict impartial ity in their remo.rks and 
references to classes of one denomination ~s compared to another? Rules mey 
be set up requiring such impartiality or non-participation, but prootice has 
demonstr~ted that it is almost impossible to maintain them. 

These are only some of the involvements of Church and State that the plan 
would bring about. It seems clear to us that the traditional separation of the 
two would be broken, and that this objection is fundamental. 

There are other auxiliary reasons which we want to set forth briefly, le 
believe that there is now considerable spiritual education and character training 
in the public schools, and that this is being done in accordance with the historic 
function of our public schools as distinguished from the churches. We b4lieve 
that not all character education or spiritual ·training must necessarily be de
nominational. We believe that both the schools and churches have a function to 
perform in this field, and that the schools are teaching the ethical principles 
that are the foundation of an honest and honorable life. 

In our Jud&ment, the schools should continue to do their part of this task 
and indeed should intensify it and strengthen it. The churches likewise must 
continue to be$1" and intensify their part of the responsibility, and we do not 
believe that it would be wise or helpful to shift part of their burden upon the 
public schools. 

To meet their present responsibilities the public schools alread3 have a 
full time Job. More and more the public schools have been asked to take over 
tasks which were formerly performed by the family and the home, and those fund.a.
mental roeponsib111t1os crowd the school hours. Before any further demands are 
made upon the schools, we oll&ht to examine carefully whether this has been en
tirely to the benefit of family life and influonco. 
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As a religious group with thousands of children in our Jewish religious 
schools, we fear that the plan may do more ha.rm than good for religious instruc
tion itself. One hour per week for forty weeks of the year -- in other words, 
forty hours during the year -- is not enough to give proper religious training. 
The central problem of religious education has not been to get children to enroll 
in religious school classes, but to get them to attend often enough and long 
enough to make that training really meaningful. We cannot believe that forty 
hours of instruction during the yea:r is the answer to the problem which the 
churches face • .And we have noted that some prominent church leaders -- including 
Dr. J, B, Armentrout, a national director of leadership education of the Presby. 
terian church, as quoted in his recent address in Cleveland, E. J. Chave of the 
School of Divinity of the University of Chicago, and others -- have expressed 
similar Judgments that the released time plan is not the answer. 

Our fear is that the released time plan for one hour per week may discourage 
children and parents fro~ more intensive religious training of several sessions 
per week, It will be easy for a pa.rent to salve his conscience through a program 
that apparently has the approval of the public schools, particularly with the 
kind of indifference which has given church leaders concern and has led them to 
propose this plo.n, In short, we gravely fear that the churches themselves may 
find this plan a boomerang. 

We fear, too, the effect upon the children. At a time when we need unity 
more than ever, the plan would emphasize the differences among children, We be
lieve that the public schools havo accomplished something great and wholesome in 
building attitudes of respect and comradeship among children of different re
ligious and racial backgrounds. That unity should be preserved and strengthened, 

Instead, this plan would use the public schools to separate the children, 
each religious group going to its own class while those whose parents don't see 
fit to send them to the denominational class, or who are too few in number for 
their religious group to provide instruction, will remain behind. No child likes 
to feel himself different from the majority. Children cannot understand fully 
the reasons for these differences, and are easily apt to distort them in a•~ 
that is bound to be harmful. The effects of the plan may thus be embarrassment 
and even hwniliation for maey of the children. 

In some classes the minority mq be Catholic. In some Protestant, In others 
Jewish. The test of a sound democracy is not the treatment of majorities, but the 
rights and consideration of minorities. 

These objections are not theoretical. In New York, where a modified form of 
instruction outside of the p~blic school buildings is being tried with a small 
fraction of the children, already sharp differences and bitter controversy have 
arisen. There is already a movement to repeal the law which made possible church 
instruction in school time outside of the school buildings, and there have occur
red differences among the sponsors of the plan over attempts by children to enroll 
others in tho classes of their particular denomination. 

It has been said that mall1' other communities have the plan in operation. M~ 
we submit that almost none of these cities permit the use of school buildings rfor 
such 1nstru.ct1on du.ring school hours. May we point also to the statement by Dr. 
Harrison Elliot of Union Theological Seminary and head of the Religious Education
al .Association of jmeric~, that the program is still highly experimental even 
where it has been in operation. Re has stated likewise that there has been no 
adequate study of the effectiveness of the program where it has been tried, and 
that auch facts must be secured before wo can lmow really what haa beon the ex
perience to date. 
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It has also been stated that the Jewish people use a few of the school build
ings in Cleveland for religious instruction. We want to point out the fundamental. 
differences between our use of the school buildings and this plan. Our classes 
are held after school hours. They take place after all of the children have been 
dismissed from the public school sessions and have gone home. They do not involve 
the public school curriculum. They do not involve the public school teachers. 
They do not involve attendance checks by the public schools. They do not involve 
the public school administration in ,my way, nor interfere in any way with the 
public school program. 

What we have been doing is merely renting space at a time when the buildings 
are not in use. This is done in the same manner as any other legitimate group may 
rent tho public school buildings, for aey proper purpose. This violates none of 
the principles we have tried to set forth. We can see no objection to an.y other 
legitimate group using the public school facilities in the same wq. 

As representatives of a religious faith we are anxious to support and parti
cipate in any acceptable program which would strengthen the religious influence in 
tho lives of our children. As citizens wo are directly concerned with the obliga
tions and functions of our public schools. And as parents we are concerned with 
the operation of the schools and their influence upon our children. 

In short, the plan which has been presented to you violates the American 
tradition and attempts to pattern a European practice. We regret that we cannot 
support it, because we are convinced that it would not be to the benefit of the 
schools, our children, or the community. We make this statement in the friendliest 
of spirit, and with the cordiality that has characterized our relations in the 
past. We a.re ready as always to cooperate with the other religious faiths in the 
development of some other plan which will be in keeping with the principles of 
.American democracy, which maintains the separation of church and state, a.nd which 
will achieve the common objectives which a.11 of us seek. 
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