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The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. • CHerrv 8176 

Babli AH Silver 
!he Temple 
E 105th &Ansel Bd 
Oleveland,Ohio 

Dear Ba.bbl Silver: 

I want to express my sincere thanks to you for the 
loan of Palestinian handcraft to the Jewish alcove 
at the lntercultural Library. Thanks to you and 
eeTeral other interested members of the communit7, 
our committee, with Miss Miriam Leikind as chairman, 
have aaaambled an exhibit which I believe reflects 
real credit upon the Jewi h community. 

I 1incerel7 hope that you will find it poasible to 
Ti.sit the Intercu.ltural Libre.?7 during the summer 
and inspect not only our Jewiah alcove, but the 
exhibits of ■eTeral dosen other cultural gro'l4l•• 
The Libraey ia located ~ 11. 55th els St Clair, and 
aay be Tieited week dqa fro■ 2i00 to 9&30 P~M., 
and Sundqa from 2:00 P••• to 6&00 p.a. 

Sincerely 7oura, 

June 30 • 1943 



Officers 

Preaident 
Philmore J . Haber 

First Vice-President 
Ezra z. Shapiro 

Second Vice-Preaident 
Jerome N . Curtia 

Third Vice-President 
Mra. A. F . Mellmon 

Tteasun,r 
Abraham Stern 

Secretary 
H a rry I. Barron 

Executive 
Committee 

Edward M. Baker 
Rabbi B . R. Brickner 
Mra. George Burkin 
Rabbi Armond E. Cohen 
Rabbi Louis Engelbera 
Rabbi David Genuth 
Simon J. Green 
Selma Gresael 
Myron Ouren 
Mn. Milton Halle 
A. I. Hausman 
David Ralph Hertz 
Dr. S. F. M . Hirsch 
I . L . Kenen 
S. L. Ko11orr 
Mn. Leonard Labowitch 
E . J. Meisel 
Dr. I . Milcoff 
James H . Miller 
Robbi Israel Porath 
Robbi Rudolph Roaenthal 
Julius Schweid 
Jud1ie Joseph H . Silbert 
Rabbi A. H . Silver 
Max Simon 
Mrs. Joseph Stashower 
Philip L Steinberg 
Mr, Joeeph Weinberg 
Julius Weisberg 
Albert A. Woldma n 

The Jewish Community Council 

Cleveland 

Chester-Twelfth Bldg. - CHerrv 8176 

Rabbi A H Si l ver 
The Temple 
E 105th & AnsPl Road 
Cl evel and, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

is i s to confirm the date of the special meeting 
at which th Cleveland delegates ii ll report on th 
American Jewi h Confere c . This meeting will take 
place W dn sd • Septemb r 2, 8:30 P.M. i n Spira 
Hall, Temple on the Height. I addition to the 
regular repre entatives t the ouncil, invitat ions 
are goin forw d to the pr iden s of all member 
organization and to the ConferPnce electors and 
their aiternates. Each has been advised that he 
may bring a friend. It ia expected, herefore , that 
about 800 persons will be present . 

I do hope that you 111 find it possible to addre s 
the meeting for I am ure that hose of us who were 
unable o be present at the Conferenc are eager to 
hear from you direct y regar ing thi significant 
event. Should ou fin that you are un~ble to be 
present, would you be good enough to let us know 
shortly before the mee ing. 

With all bes wishes , I am 

September 16, 1943 

I 
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CONTING J'UND CO 'l'Tll 
J fl SB P'U ID 

MINOT S OJ' THE M:DTI G OJ' DJOO m 6, 1943 

I. Present: bbl Armond JC. Cohen 
Rabbi lmanuel cketein 
Rabbi A.H. Silver 

II. Rabbi Cohen opened the meeting by distributing the Secret ry1 report indicating 
the luaineaa left unfinished t the last meeting of the co 1tte. The at tu 
of th fund to date 1• aa follows: 

A. 
B. 

o. 

ATailable to the Contingent Fund Committee for 1943 
Alloc tiona already granted for 1943 
a. To 9 institution• in the United St te 
b. To 35 ins,1tutions in Pe.lestine 

Still v ilable for di tribution 

2,600 
2,935 

9,000 
5,636 

3,466 

III. Aft r o e di cuaaion, the following deciaion were reached& 

A. enciea hich rec iTed funds in 1942 

l. General Ir 1 0 

2. Xolel Sho re H cha.mo h: 

3. Vaad H tzela : 

o fr Girl: !h com.mitt e w a concerned 
with a communtc tion hich pointed out 
that all ap eal1 would continue to be 
eond ct within limited oup of 

eople in Cl veland who had been sup-
ort ing the in titution for 7ear1. 

The co itte flt th t before 7 ac
tion hould bet n, 11 t of CleTe
land contributor, should be renu ted 
to dete ine how ext neiv thi elici
t tion 11. 

The committee p roTed ren 
tor 1943 in view of the fact t t the 

rrange ent bet een th Kolel and the 
AJ'PI doe• not go into effect until 19 • 

The committee decided not to r en ite 
lloc tlon in view of the f ct th t the 
ount re uested w a far b yond the funds 

t the disposal of the co ittee, and 
there was con id rable uestion as to 
oTerlap ing of wor bet een the Vaad 
hatzala and th J.D.C. 



:B. Institution• reTiou 17 r eJeoted: 

1. American Co ittee for R lief 
of Ye nit Jew 

eth Cheli ,tvanim 

3. Bicur Oholim Ho it 1 

4. C ntral Univ r l Ye hiv 

6. 1 ch' blic itchen & 
Shelt r Ho 

• • 

Page 2. 

r,o r,inted 

ReJected bee u e it 1 a benef1c1 cy 
of th United Ch rity In itution 

R Ject d bee u e it 1 benefioi ry 
of the United C rity In titution 

: Alloc tion of . roo ted on condi-
tion that further ind en ent solici
t tion cease 

: Action deferred ending th receipt 
of more .recent info tion 

6. Feder t d Council of P 1 tin-: 
ian In titutiona 

Rejected bee u of doubt 
t•c1ency of ration 

to ef• 

7. Relief Co itt e for 
R bbi 

a. Torah 

etucee 

9. United Ch rity In titution 

10. Union of Son of Old Ci 
Jeru l 

• • 

R jected b cue of oubt 
f ciency of o r tion 

to ef-

Action def rre pendin receipt of 
or r ent info tion 

ej ct d b c u e of r fu 1 to dis
on tinu ind nd nt olicit tion 

ction deterred p nding r ce1 t of 
or r cent info tion 

C. plic tiona 

l . ene7 Zion, United Tal d 
Torahe 

2. Ht chul Sou Kitchen 

3. ebrev In ti tut of Boro 
P rk 

4. Jewieh l3ook Council of 
erica 

5. P 1 tine Lighthou e 

: Gr ted 60 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

ReJ cted bee u e e le re too 
all tow rant con id r tion 

ReJected, not within the c e of 
the Contingent Jund 

Reject n, not ithin the co e of 
the Contingent d 

Granted . 50 to b aent direc\17 to 
the J 11h In titut for the Blind 
in Jeru alem 



IT. 

v. 

The co 
anted 

ittee reconeidered a number of the alloc tions h1ch h 
d de th ollowing decisions: 

lre d7 been 

1. Ac emy for J ish ~ earch 

eric ~d for P le tinian 
I t1tut1one 

• • 

An additional 100 to be grant d 
&nd applied to the reaearch or of 
Dr. Higger. 

An ad itlonal 250 granted tor 1943 

Th co ittee 1 o cided to inve tigate if the Public Libr& h new J ish 
for th uee n c o ed1 and it 1 t ha not, decided to purch e the enc:,clo edi 

of th Libr 

Rabbi Cohe ted that b cri tion be urchaeed for bbi ~e er Berlin'• 
Talmud encvclo_edia. 

VI. The co ittee egreed that with the description in the work ot the o ean cen-
t rs of le in«, a e t any cul tura.l and educ tional act1Ti tie h d b e trane
f err to the United States. It va felt that any of the• 1ght w 11 varran, 
the support of the Contingent J'und. Committee and an ftort 1 to be made b7 the 

e•ribera of the co i ttee to diacoTer and present tor con idere.tion such enciea 
&n in titution. It wa r that the next e ting of the co ittee hould be 
held o e time duri J'ebru ey ot 1944 at v icli time th disposal of the r in
in fun a 11 be con id r • 

Re ecttul aubmitted, 

ilton romer 
Secret ey-
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The Jewish Community Council 
Chester-Twelfth Building 

PHONE, CHERRY 8176 

Cleveland 

Dear Prerident : 

Ne have not yet been infonned as to who will represent 

your organization in the Jewish Corrmuni y Council for 

1944, although it is more ti:an tNo months since we re

quested the information. I am therefore writing to 
remind you that we must have t is • fo. 1r1ation next week, 

at the latest. 

You will remember that organizati ns rr.ay appoint or 

elect their delegates. And w should like to stress 
again the necessity of choosin 0 r pr sentatives who are 

the best leadership of our organizations and of the 
cornmuni ty, and of making sure in advance that every rep

resentative will attend Community Council meetings re u-

larly. 

May we please hear from you promptly? 

February 10, 1944 

in~e r ly yours, 
, I 

~-'/ . ' _j_ 
1' r ~-" fu~ .. f I 4 t1P ./l.--,,, 

Philmore J Haber 
r~s i nt 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

Adopted by 

THE JE,7ISE C01IT.ilLrITY COUr!CIL OE' CLE~LALD 

Fcbr~ary 10, 1944 

DE IT F.ESOLVED that ve The Jevrish Co;:1r,1unity Council 
of Cle\·elc..nd, Ol1io, rcprosonting 160 organizations 
and the -::ntire Jenish Comnunity of one hnndrod thou
sand souls, ex,ress our ap ... rcval of House Resolutions 
418 - 419 and Senate Resolution 247, ~ d their ains 
and purposes lookin6 toward the o.brogation of the 
British White P2pcr and the fulfillment of the Balfour 
Docl.::i.ration _, and 

BE IT FURTHER HESOLVED that vre urge our Concres ··men 
and Senators to act favorably on these Resolutions ir: 
order that Jewish survivors of io.zi porsLcutio1 be 
assured a haven of refuge in P""lestinc 17here they rrqr
live in freedom and i:i peace, and whure ultimo.tely 
there ,;,-ill be constituted a fre e 2.nd democratic J ewish 
commonwe;il th so necessary for the welfnre c..l d safety 
of the J .Jrrish people and for tho psace of the v.orld . 
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REPORT OF THE 
PRES □ EnT e 

PH LmORE J. HnBER 

PRESENTED AT THE EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF CLEVELAND 

MARCH 28, 1944 

,. 



This annual meeting tonight marks the close of eight years 
of the Jewish Community Council's existence~ Eight years in the life 
of an organization is not a long time; surely in Jewish history it is 
but a moment. Nevertheless, these eight years of ac~ivity have yiel
ded a rich background and experience which, if we examine them well 
and guide our future course by them, will have profound influence on 
our further efforts to develop a wholesome, vigorous, and intelligent 
Jewish community. 

I have been privileged to serve as your President for three 
years. During this period I have from time to time reported on the 
various activities of the Council. In this, my last report to you as 
your President, I should like to use a little different approach in 
commenting on the development of the Council and its significance . 

Our Council, despite its youth, is one of the oldest Jewish 
community councils in America. Since its creation, a numb P, r of cities 
have organized similar agencies and have looked to our Council as a 
model. This development in Jewish communal organization in America is 
on the increase, It is part of a trend in the growth and maturity of 
the American Jewish community which must be understood in order that 
we may more intelligently utilize these forces for our continued 
growth and development . Fully one-third of the representatives com
posing our Council this year have been designated by their organiza
tions for the first tim8. For these new :t'(?presentatives, as w9ll as 
for the rest of us, it may be worthwhile to review briefly the condi
tions which l ~d to the foundin~ of our Council in Cleveland, to re
call th~ Council's primal'y pur?os~s and un erlying ?rinciples; and on 
that basis to cr:art our course toward the furthr-::r achievemPnt of those 
purposes for which our Council was 0stablished. 

It is entirely prop~r that WP try to gain a deepe r insight 
into the patt 0 rn of our Jewish life . w~ must r ecognize that know
l edge of what w~ are and what •0 stand for is no long~r a purely in
t ell 0 ctual concnrn, but a w0apon in th·~ struggle for survival. 

Many of you, I am sure, will rememb~r the intense suspi
cions and antagonisms t~ctt were nurtured ~mong the various 0 rou,s 
h:::~e in Cleveland before t!1e establishment of the Council. The Jews 
w0re ~jvided into a num~~r of tsolat 0 d groups, with conflict rampant. 
Cl-J•li .. 1l1sl' , this chaotic f'tate did not prrmi t the best planning and 
a~tiJn in behalf of th . whole Jewish population. Solf-ap~ointed 
J :~ dvrs, often well motivated, but inept and irresponsible, without a 
c0rs-t.:,-i_tuency, or oven any contact with the large numbers of the Jewish 
grc,1.1~~ Ylould undertake to speak for and negotiate in:the: name of the 
J8v:ish community. Important phases of Jewish life we re l e ft untou ~hed, 
beyond the pale of coremunity thou6ht and action, We were in~ffcctual 
in meeting our intfrn8l communal obligations, and see med incapable of 
joining together in behalf of our f ellow Jews elsewhere. 



• 

- 2 -

our Council was brought into being to make possible united 
action on those matters in which substantial agreement could be ob
tained, and at least to secure a better understanding of those items 
on which no complete agreement could be reached. It was intended 
that the Council be the responsible voice of the Jewish community, 
replacing self-appointed and frequently irresponsible spokesmen. It 
was further intended that the Council develop and broaden the base of 
community leadership, to help f2shion an intelligent and articulate 
public opinion, e.nd to act in areas beyond the scope of existing 
agencies. 

At the same time, it was cle2rly understood that the Council 
could not be expected to provide the solution for every problem beset
ting the Jewish people. While we hoped that it would be able to solve 
many of our internal problems, we realized that many of our difficulties 
Dr~ beyond our power as Jews Blone to solve. We felt, howevcr,th2t the 
Council could assist in providing n better underst~nding of th0 ceusa
tive factors of these difficulties, ond th;-it such understrnding would 
prevent meny needless frustrations .::ind rcs ::mtmer.ts, and enable Jews, 
individu~lly and as a grou?, to function more successfully within the 
pattern of AmP-rican life. 

It is not my intention this evening to report on the de
tailed activitiPs of the Council, thr=i barest re~itr-1 of which vmuld 
takA fer morP- timP than I h~ve P.t my dispos~l. inat I should like to 
stress, however, is that in the execution of e2ch of these activities, 
the Council has been motivated by definite principles, which were for
mulated in the early years of our work, and which all of us in the 
leadership of the Council have tried to follow. In brief, these are 
the principles: 

1. It is thi Council's task to maintain the integrity of 
the Jewish group and to develop that group as a self-respecting, use
ful entity in the social order of which we are a part. The future of 
the Jewish peo?le must be based upon our will to live a life of dig
nity and decency. 

2. We seek an integrated community and unity of action. 
This is not to be accomplished through the abolition of the various 
groupings, but throu 6h their collaboration and cooperation to the lar
gest eY.tent possible . It is not uniformity which we strive for, for 
that is the product of mental stagnation. V,hat we seek is the bring
ing together of groups with diffs rent points of view, out of which may 
come an agreement on a common course of 2ctj_on, vd th thP. strength and 
sanction of all groups behind it. Should this not be possible, it 
will at l eas t result in crystallized judgments and better mutual under
standing, which in itself is a strr:ngthcning force. 

3. It must be remembered that the Council is a volunt8ry 
association, Rnd does not PXercise compulsory or coercive ~owers. 
Our only power rests on the forc 0 of public opinion. We must not, 
howev0r , underr~te the ?Ot~ncy of th~t force. No rP.sponsiblP group 
will wish to or c~n lon3 ignor? its judgm~nts . 
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4. Underlying the concept of the Council itself is the 
principle of democracy in structure and process. The Council must 
be truly representative of all elements, and its action must be the 
result of common deliberative procedures in which all must be given 
an opportunity to be heard in the consideration of any problem. In 
this ?rocess, minorities must have the right to dissent from the ma
jority, and to continue to try to persuade the members of the majority 
of the soundness of their position. But we rr1ust also develop a s ense 
of responsibility and discipline, whereby groups will seek consulta
tion before action is taken in b~half of the Jewish community. 

Similarly, the Council must not be wilfully dominated by 
any s ingle group. It can not be used s r.: lfishly by any one el ement to 
serve its exclusive interests. Should this happen, th~ Council's use
fulness P S originally intended will b 0 at an end, and it will b~com~ 
an empty, mr•eningless instrument. 

the Council must symbolize democracy in action within Jewish 
life. We can not espouse democracy for our country ~nd eschew it in 
our int£• rna 1 J r:wish life . Th~r e must b1.' more t h,q n mer e lip service to 
thn ideal of democracy. '~!e must bl? convinced that th 0 combined judg
ment of ~11th~ elements of the Jewi sh community, whPn exposed to de
quate information and full discussi on, will be fund ,rnientally sound and 
just. This democracy involves compr omis~, th P. sharing of responsibility 
as well as of power, and the r 8adin P.ss to abid~ by e majority decision 
with which we may ".'lot agreP . It is th~t µccept anc 0 , how9ver,--th~t 
very readiness to go along even though we s riously disagree with a de
cision on a particular issue- hich provides the t est of our professed 
dP- sir~s to prese rve and strengthen the processes of democracy. Thes e 
indeed are the tests of our sincerity. 

Issuf~ s aris •"; on which groups within the Council may dissent 
from the majority opinion. It would be a grievous mistake for these 
groups to b0come silent or withdraw from ?articipation in the delibera
tions of the Council. They h2ve a duty to ?resent th~ir views for the 
consideration and judgment of the community. Democracy is a dynamic 
give-Dnd-take process. Even should minorities not succeed in persuad
ing the majority of the merits of their position, they contributeto the 
clarification of issues. Moreovi;r, this process frequently l r ads to 
the dev1 ·lopmr:nt of greater mutual r 9spect among the participants. 

5. Anoth3r princi:Jle v1hich has gulded our Council hH s been 
th1; r ecognition that its structure mus t be a flexibl ':' end ·evolving onr.:' , 
based on the nFeds ~nd desires of the community. As one of thP 1~t .st 
dditions to the ranks of communal or 0 aniz c1tions , it raust r <: co ._,nize 

the ~rr.-s ence of existing agencies and rPl ~t e itself r ealistically to 
the m. It is not to be cx~cctcd thRt existing eg0ncies will immPdi~tely 
Cf' Rse th0ir activities or r 0linquish thr>ir Rutonomy as soon P S th:., Com
munity Council is err:] t ed. Indeed, th~ro is room for quPstion v1hethr:· r 
it would b'=- wi se for them to do so. Ci:•rt.:=dnly therf? is no assuranc e 
th.?t P. n i:--w "g·· ncy, r P9res ,:)nt.,tivP thou ~h it may bP, cPn ~t oncn. im
prove u pon th . ~x?~ ri P.ncP ~n0 Pbility 0f tho~e ~no have been 5 i ving 
thi;i.r full at t ent:i.on to 1 p0rticulr r fi r.·ld of ctivity for ~ numh..., r cf 
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years. Moreover, it has been a principle of the Council to assist 
rather than supersede well-?stablished and non-conflicting existing 
bodies operating effectively. There may be spAcial occasions, however, 
when common S8nse requires otherwise, and where the will of the commu
nity, democratically exprcss0d and prop0.rly conceived, makes it neces
sary to assume r0s~onsibility for such work. 

One final word about structure and function. There ere some 
who ar2 impatient for the Council to becom~ the overarching agency of 
the Jewish community in every sphere, and would h~ve us now provide 
the structure for th2t evcntuP.lity. I b~lieve that would be an unwise 
course of action. Who can predict the conditions intf'rnally or exter
nally which the Je,tlsh community will b0 called upon to me 0 t? We can 
agr~e that th?. Council must be orepared constantly to change and ad
just to new conditions. WP. should kPep our r·yes on the horizons irnntB
diately ah~ad, and chPrt our coursQ ~ccordingly, rAther than to antici
patP. our ultimHt~ n° 0 ds ~nd org~nizqtional structure. 

There c n be little qu0stion th~t thP Council has made real 
progress in its short period of c.~xistPnc-= . The Council tcxfay is the 
acc npted place for consid0ring important matters of direct concern to 
the fntire Jewish community. It is generally recognized th~t the Coun
cil is and should be the offici2l spokesman for the community. The 
Council has succeeded in brinc.,ing togPthe:•r 311 the major groups of the 
community ~nd has in large m~asure 1),: en able to remove the barriers of 
misunderstarrling and suspicion thet separGted us. In the design2tion 
of offic~rs, memb .:_ rs of the Executive Comn1ittee, and other committP~s 
to deal with specific ,robl~ms, opportunity for leadership has been 
given to groups and individuals who previously had had no such oppor
tunity. 

In its s~ecific 2ctivities , thP Council c n point to con
cret e ~ccom?lishmr·nt in se9king to rP.isE· the level of our intern<1l 
l:i.f , ; it h.,s srught ths d:-v2lopment of [l more intc llig"nt ;mblic 
opinion on mcitters of vit:il Jewish i .tr:r1::st; it h~s achieved a real 
m~asure of coordination among the vario1s segments of the Jewish 
community on broad Jewish issws ena ·~ctivities; it hes est'lbllshcd 
excellent relationships with the general cormnuni ty and with oth9r 
minority groups in th , city; it has ea lt with numerous problems in
volving the.! protPction of our ri

0
hts 'lnd st-:tus; it has helped dur

ing theso vrar ye 3rs to mobilize the total r esourc 0 s of the Jewi sh 
community b2hind th VBrious WPr aid m~~sur~s snonsored by the lo~ 1 
Pnd nc1tion,3l government; Rnd it ht:?s h~lp,.~d d0v lop a growin 0 r ~spon
sibility on the? rt of th~ J0.wish community to do its full sh~re to 
relieve the plight of our fellow-JP.ws broad. 

In literP.lly hundreds of situ~tions the Council h~s func
tioned-with very little publicity r nd without sP.c•king credit or 
making bo~stful claims. It h8s won for itself~ position of r~sp~ct 
r:nd prestige in the comnrunity. But withal, I am fully aware that wh~t 
we have accomplished to dAte is only the mer ec,t beginning. It hns 
been e good beginning, as I see it, one.. thBt f r exceeds the hopes W

harbored for it when it wi;1s cre2ted, HoN~ver, w hRve hardly br·gun to 
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explore the possibilities of the Council. Mu·ch lies ahe::id of us to 
be done. I am confident that it can be accomplished if the princi
ples which I have touched upon this evening--the principles upon 
which the Council nas founded--are faithfully observed. 

In this connection, I should like to point out that thus 
fsr th~ Council has had a very modest set-up--too modest to permit 
it to c?rry out with full effectiveness the services which the commu-. 
nity hes come to se~k from it. I believe we have now re3ched the 
point wher~ it would be helpful to ~xamine thoro1ghly our work ~nd 
our structure, to see whether they ~dequetely meet the needs which we 
are expected to fill. Based on this exRmination, we can consider such 
changes in activities, emphas ns, and organiz~tion as appear to be 
needed better to ~ccomplish our purposss. It is my hope thet this 
will be one of the first tasks which the Council will undertake in 
the coming year. 

I have now reached the point where I may turn over thG 
leadership of the Council to Mr. Sh9piro. Before doing so, how~vsr, 
I went to tell you that I have felt it 2 deep honor end privilege to 
hPve been selected to fill this position for th~se three years. They 
hrve been trying YP3rs for us as Am0. ricons and as J~ws . It would 
h~ve be~n im~ossible to ~erform the duties expected of me hAd it not 
been for the splendid cooperation which ;~3s given me: so conscir: n
tiously by the other officers 1tvho s erv0' with me , by the members of 
the Executive Committee and other committees, and indeed by every 
r 0 pr0 s -2ntative on the Council and th0 groups r epresented by you . To 
each of ·ou I wenL to ~xpress my sincer0 

0 ratitude, P~rticularly do 
I went to ~xpress my a.::,prcciation to my mentor and predecessor, lvtPX 

Simon, Hho w~s .::ilways a trec2sure of vris o:7: £.md p, towPr of stren6 th . 

In the final analysis , how ~v ~r, whatever progress has been 
mRde ·s attributable to the cooperation of all of us, and indeed, 
the active support of the entire Jev1ish community. To paraphrase 
Woodrow ;ilson' s comment about America: "It is not c1nything if it 
consists of e~ch of us. It is something only if it consists of all 
of us; and it can consist of all of us onlJ as our spirits arP bandC_?d 
to 0 eth 0 r in a common .:.,nterprise." 

May I r ecord the dcs p sensP of t~rati tude which I feel toward 
Philip BernstP.in, former Secret ry of the Council, and to his very able 
succ8ssor, Harry I. Berron, its presPnt Secretary . In addition to 
pr rforming the myriad customary tasks ~s the active administrative of
ficer of the Council , e?ch of them has been of imm2 sur2bl help to 
me in the many ar~as of activity in which I have been call d upon to 
serve. It was no uasy tack for anyone to 2ttempt to fill th shoes of 
Philip Bernstein. I am haP?Y to record, however, thzt th ; Council hes 
bAen fortunate in that it has found, in Mr. Barron, a most ablerucces
sor, and one possessed of a rich background of P.xperience, not only in 
communal work, but in many ar':' as of P.ctivity which arc of greet im~or
tc:u11.;e to the Jewish comrr.unity. 
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Finally, I regard it as a privilege to extend to Mr . 
Shapiro and the new officers my congratulations and best wishes, 
and to congratulate the Council upon its wisdom in their selection. 

PHILMORE J . HABER 

' 

• 

' 
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Jewish Community Council 
EXE CUTI VE COMM! TTEE 

Minutes of a meeting held May 25, 1944, at 8:J) P.M., at the Bureau of Jewi sh 
Education 

At t endance There were present: Ezr a Z Sha r=ii ro, President; H I Barron, Louis S 
Bing, Jr., Edward Braverman, Jerome N Curtis, Saul DRna ceau, Robert 

J Felixson, Mrfi Sam A Gerson, Benjamin lloldish, Mrs Albert J Goodman, Simon J 
GrE.e n, Myron Guren, NT.rs Moses P Halperin, Miss Patricia Handler, Irving Kane , Mrs 
S.S. Kates, Rabbi Hugo Klein, Abraham Kollin, Ben I Levine , Ja me s H Mille r, 
Alex2nder Mintz, George Pillersdorf, Rabbi Israel Porath, Aaron Resnick, Julius 
ScLv,rn id, George J Segal, :Wiax Simon, Philip Steinber g, Abraham St(' rn, Le o Wc identhal, 
Juli us Wei s berg, Albert A Woldman. 

Comrni t tees Mr Shapiro welcomed the new members of th2 Committee , and expla ined 
the function of the Executive Committee in making de cis i ons on 

mntters not r equiring the deliberations of the entire Council. Mee tings of th 8 

~ e c1.1tive Committee, he stated, ha ve not been held at a definite time or pl,3ce , 
but a r c called approximate ly once a month. 

Mr Sha piro nnnounced that he had made a number of nppointrnents to 
Committees of the Council (see list attached), ar..d briefly described the f unction 
of each Committee. He st :1 t ed that Committee meinbs::cships e r e by no meAns clos ed, 
and that suggestions as to members hip from members of the E.xc cutive Committee are 
welcome. 

Mr Shapiro sta t ed that in t he future cheirmen of the Council's 
standing connnittees would be i nvited t o Executive Committee mee tings, provided 
there were no objection f r om the membership . 

Bingo Mr Barron reported thBt t he Coun, il had investi ga ted the sponsor-
ship by Jewish c ongr egations of Bingo games i n accordRnce with a 

previous expression of poli cy of the Counci l t o persuade the congre g8 ti ons not to 
enga ge in this activity. Re cently some publicity had appear ed in the pres s con-
oorning the applications f or Bingo li cense s of f ive J ewish congre ga tion. Mr 

Shapi ro a ppointed a commi t t ee , cons i s t ing of Jud ge Hertz, Mr Stern, Mr Goldish, 
Mr Schwe id and Mr 'i~oldman, who met twi ce with the congr ega tions. All the congr e 
g2tions finally a greed to dissociate thems elves from the Bingo games, and ha ve 
done so. This wa s r eported by Judge Hertz and Mr Barron to the Mayor who had 
origin '.J lly brought one of the congre ga tions to the attention of the Council. The 
Ma yor express 12d his a ppreciation, and hoped thB.t other groups would follow this 
exampl e . 

Negro-Jewish Rc l ntions Mr Ge orge Seg~l, Chairman of the Committee on NeBro-Jewish 
Rel a tions, r eported that the Committee h9d me t, 2nd h~d 

made the following recommendntions: That the Council write a formRl l e tte r of 
congr a tula tions t o R~_:v. McKinney, }k,gro, on his election to th~ prr sidency of the 
Min i st F'·rial Association of Greater Clevel a nd; thci t the Mayor be r equested t o ap
point to the Mayor's Committee on Demo cr a tic Practices, and the Inte r-racial 
Panel of the Post '/far Planning Committee individuals who will, informally, repre 
s ent the Jewish community; th2t activity be undertaken t o dcn l with the busine ss 
?ractic8s of Jewish merchants and l 2ndlords in the Negro district; and th8t the 
Jewish Community Council und ertRke co-spons orship, with the Nation2l Ass0ciation 
f or the Advancement of Col ored Pecple of a study of Negro-Jewish r elations, t c b0 
mDde under the dire cti0n of Pr0f e s s ,:-,r Don<J ld Marsh of ivayne University, Detroit, 
wh o had made a si~ilar study in Detroit, under similar sponsorship. There was 
considerable discussion of the latter recommendation, in the course of which it 
was pointed out that such a study might raise an issue of anti-Semitism in the 
Negro rommunity where it may not at present exist, and that the Committee on Ne gro
Jew~sh Re l ations had not had sufficient opportunity to evaluate the De troit study 
in order to determine whether it was suitable to the needs of the Cleveland com
munity. It was the consensus of the meeting that the Negro-Jewish Relations Com
mittee give further consideration to this matte r, examine carefully the study made 
in Detroit_, and submit anothe r and more detailed r e port to the next mee ting of the 
Exe cutive Committee, before a definit ,~ commitment is made . 
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Kashruth Mr Barron reported that the Community Council h8d been informed 
that the Rabbinical Association had submitted a bill conCf'ming 

inspection of kosher products to the City Council, and the City Council had asked 
thRt the Community Council be present at public henrings on the measure, to be 
held the same day thP t the information W[.t S given. Mr Barron attended the hearings 
for the Community Council, and stated tl'1Pt since the Council had not h~d the op
portunity to study the bill, it could not reoommend for or ngainst it. It was 
suggGsted by th13 City Councilmen that the Community Council and the Rabbinical 
Associ2tion con.fer c1nd rea cl1 an agreement as to the measure. Mr Sh3piro had a p
pointed M?x Kohrrran, Abraham Stern, Julius Schweid, and Rabbi Porath as a com
mittee to mee t with the Rabbinical Associ8tion, which, after some delay, h2d 
fin ,., lly a:_JpointP.d n comrnittGe to meet with them. Arrangem2nts were being made t c 
hGve the two committees meet. 

Defamatory Literature Mr Holdman reported for the Committee on Civic-Protective 
Unity, that the City Council had recently passed a bill 

which would require those publishing or distributing defamatory literature about 
r acial or religious groups to append their names and addresses to the literature. 
A numbnr of groups had been rallied in support of the bill, and only the United 
Mothers had opposed it. Mr Woldman ndded that he had received requests from 24 
communitie s for copi8S of the bi.11 and brief. 

Fair Employment Legislation Mr Kellin read a digest of the Scanlon Bill for a 
permanent Corrrnission on Fair Employment Prectice. 

The m9.tter was referred to the Committee on Legislation for its re commendation. 

Warsaw Ghetto Memorial Mr Shapiro reported th~t the American Jewish Conference 
had requested the Cleveland community to hold a Memoriel 

1'1eeting for the Jews killed in the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. The nine local dele
gates to the American Jewish Conference had been polled on this matter, and the 
majority felt that it was not desirable to have a large memorial meeting at this 
time, but that the memorial would be observed by individual congregations inste c1 d. 
It w~s the f ee ling of sane of the members of the Executive Comr:d. ttec that in the 
future such matters as this rould be presented t o the Executive Committee before 
a decision is made. 

Poli ti ral Ca~npaigns Mr Barron stated that the Nn tional Comrr.uni ty Relations 
Advisory Council had called the attention of the Council t o 

the fact that in various communities delegates tr the major political party con
ventions were being requested to support the inclusi0n in their party ?latform 
of planks condemning the injection of racial or religious issues into the coming 
electi 0 n campaign. It wrs the sense of the meeting that Mr Barron make the 
pr ope r c ontacts to accomplish this purpose lr.cally. 

Council Office Mr Barr0n r eported th?.t the Council has a new telephone number, 
n0 longer being on the Federation switchboard, and that it is 

sh~rtly rn0ving t o new quarters in the Chester-Twelfth Building. 

Mr Barron stated that occasionally the Anglo-Jewish press cc1rries 
stories on matters with a community relati ons aspect which are accepted by the 
papers with0ut correction, and which sometimes give an inaccurate er harmful 
picture of matters in which the V'llncil has been active, and suggested that the 
papers clePr on such matters with the C0uncil. Mr ~ing pointed out that this was 
a matter which should be handled by ,9 Public Relati0ns staff member of the Council, 
as suggested in a memorandum from the Army-Navy Committee. In view 0f the sug
gestir.n th3t this might constitute cens orship of the press, Mr Shapiro suggested 
that meri1ber organizations of the Council might clear with the C'1uncil before 
sending in articles t 0 the papers. It was agreed to table this matter until a 
furth(::; r meeting. 

Merabership Ar1plication The applicati0n f 8r memoorship t 0 the C-:iuncil of the 
Hinc1r Children's Charity Club was discussed, Dnd it was 

agreed t o rec omn:e nd t 0 the c0unc il th:l t this organizn ti,,n be 2.dmi tted t o member
ship. 

Calender It was pointed 0ut th~t there had been several c ~n fiicts in dates 
of meetings 0f Jewish organizations, and Mr Shapiro suggested that 

a lettP.r be sent t c- member organizati'"'ns of the Cruncil remindine th e: m of the 
Coru.1unity Calendar and asking them t o S"md in their meE.:ting dates at the begin
ning of the ca l encia r yer-tr. 
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Council General Meeting Mr Shapiro stated that the Council committees would 
all be mEeting in the near future, and that he in

tended to call another meeting of the Executive Committee before the next 

general meeting of the Council. 

American Jewish Conference Rabbi Porath brought up th8 fact thc~t a mee ting 
of the Aimrican Jewish Conference is scheduled 

for the early part of September and that the delegates to the meeting should 

be instructed before th~t time. It was agreed to give this matter early con

sideration. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10r45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harry I Barron 

Secretery 
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