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EGRA 
611 BROADWAY .. .. Nl!W YORK CITY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
10311 Lake Shore Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: -

November 6, 1933 

r~e :P 9'Qsoived ¥Our artigle tJ;.is H1e:rning. "Ji thout any desire 
to flatter you, I must say your contributions are simply knock­
outs . Many people have told me hO'W much they enjoy reading the 
column you are writing. 

I wonder whether you would not care to comr1ent in your next 
colur.m on the results of the Conference in London ihich has just 
concluded its sessions. I ·wonder whether our comm ni ty should 
not be urged to follow the example of the British Jevry. Only 
one drive took place in Bngland in which also the r ionists joined; 
on the other hand 50% of the proceeds of the drive has gone to 
P'1 lestine . Vould not such a united drive in the United States also 
be more effective than the multitudes of drives in connection 
with the German situation . 

In Prague complaints were uttered by the leaders of the Keren 
Hayessod that the fund received only y 200. 000 . 00 from the United 
States during the last year . Perhaps by a truly powerful and con­
centrated effort even the very rich Jews who have stood aloof 
could be drawn in . I understand the Guggenheims have not given 
even one cent to the J DC drive . The same is true of Jesse trauss 
while Percy Strausf' gave only <~2.500 . 00. This attitude of in­
difference and apathy, even face to face with the greatest tragedy 
in our history can probably be more easily overcome by a united 
effort than otherwise . ~very European country has co~paratively 
done n~ore than the United States, which still offers a picture 
of disorganization, anarchy, and lack of 1eadership. with the 
Zionist organization being utterly weak and nowise coping with 
the great issue involved. ~ith kindest regards, 

JL:GB 

Sincerel~ 

~Al DAU 
ai~~~:i~g Director 



DAVID FICHMAN 

NEW 011LEAN9 , LA . 

Rabbi bba Hillol Silver 
ld v land Ohio 

D..:ar ilv9r :-

~ o ve :. bar 1 • ... 1 , 19 • • 

have just read .i.i..~ int~ra ... t d h•arty p,1robction your art· cle 
it1 t:" .:JUnd~y issue of th~ Ja dsh Daily Bullotin. The vie\1point 1,her ex r ssad is 
on_ t1:.t it seems to e n_eds rticul r o. phasis, if VJ Je rn .r not to ba c·u ht 
in u trap of r pre~Eive e sures. 

I ~ \ ond . r ... t ould v b ... n the Je :1ish reaction if, in so. e 
l ~r cv city i:,h_r th;ra is r ge proportion of G _ .ans, · he .1 yor •. oultl h £:. v r -

usad p r. issio, o hold n .. lt· Hit er retest o o co-:;t 1.: ... ting. I c , v ry ell 
un • rsta.11d e ·:• yor sryin~ t:1a t • ,.. eting r. ight t nd o c use disturba.nce,J in 
t: ?t p· rticu • r eity ( s it : i t s .: ! s t Q rne th t i 1:..er is ny group that 
!"1Ust incessantly fight .1.'or th c us o fr a do, of s .. a ch nd ass mbly, :) v .... n in r.he 
advocacy o"' un.1opular causes, h .... t group is ha Je \'1i sh croup . It is he.:. rd to undo r -
atc.. nd "t~e shortsighte n ss of i.;_ N York J, r~ o t:Jo ,.Jv ,. nt· ge o ... • a \lr tched 
political situation o r vent tha Ger .. en :l ... ti113 . 

I ho10 you \.ill k a up t.e good ·.ork o h " ring away g.inst nis 
. ol lcy of r pre ssion ·,l • ch :~ y urn out in i.im u o b a f arful y d ng rous J. oubl 'l 
edged sword . 

.nth c rdi 1 gr tings, I 
' 
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a.bb1 . H. ilver , 
_he •e ple, 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

e~r I bb1 1lvcr:-

RABBI EDWARD N. CALISCH, PH . D. 

RICHMOND. VIRGINIA 

ec. 11th , 1033 . 

I \ ish to send you jus t a 1ord of ap)roci~tion nd con-
1rntulation upon ynu torials that are Qp ~r in ; in th 
un ' ay edition 01' the Jewish ily Bulletin, th ..... t editor i 1 

p e n 1~es th t issue really iorth hile. I h~ ve re d 
your editorials with a ·re t de 1 o~ plea~ure. They re 

t once bot h sane d stimul· tin~, p rticul· rl~ th e latest 
one on "The !lecessi ty Of Res istance ''. 

'11th greet 1ngs from house to house, am 

Sine- ely .·< urs , 



Dr. d d .i. Ca.liach, 
Rie.brnon , 
Vi l'J.:. • • 
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THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH 
RIVERSIDE DRIVE at 122ND STREET 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 

Miniater.r :Jece1:1ber 26, 1933. 
HARRY E.MER.SON FOSDICK 

EUGENE C. CAR.DER 
C. IVAR HELLSTR.OM 

.. r. Victor .: . Bienstock , 
Je 1iah Daily Bulletin, 
122 E ~st 42nd Street, 
ren York City. 

r d - • __ y ear .r. ienstock: 

Your letter of ecember 22 ha core during 
:lr . Fos d i c I s bsence f ro t he city, and 
·,ill be e; i ven to him 1h en , e returns at 
the end of the wee ... 

Si ncerely .. rours, 

As st . ecy . to Dr . Fo~dick . 
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Co-Chairmen 

HoN. NxwToN D. BAJCEll 
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'"G'HE 9VATIONAL GONFERENCE of c!IEWS AND ~HRISTIANS 

For Justice, Amity and Understanding between Protestants, Catholics and Jews 

289 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

:Mr. Victor M. Bienstock, News Edi tor 
Jewish Daily Bulletin, Inc. 
122 East 42nd Street, 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Bienstock:-

December 27, 1933 

Telephone GRAMEI.CY 5-3475 

EVERETT R. CLINCH¥ 

Director 

DR. ROBERT A. ASHWORTH 

Ed11catiottal Secretary 

DR. BENSON Y. LANDI S 

Research Secretary 

I have your letter of December 22nd in which you enclose an 
article by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and say th~t you would 
appreciate receiving any statements I might care to make con­
cerning it. I have read the article with much interest and 
I find myself very much in sympathy with its purport . 

It seems to me significant, tha t while there has been appar­
ently no political group in Gennany able to withstand the 
Hitler regime, the Protestant churches have to a large de­
gree maintained their independence and carried their point. 
I quite agree with Rabbi Silver that the task of these churches 
will not be complete until they have made an effective protest, 
not simply in the interest of such persons of Jewis!} blood a.a 
are within the Christian churches but have extended~to all Jews 
within the Reich who are the victims of discrimination and per­
secution. The Christian churches are false to their traditions 
and their ideals if they do not stand for equality of rights 
regardless of race or religion. No doubt the struggle in which 
these churches have been engaged has been extremely engrossing 
and has occupied all their energies. We can ohly hope that 
their position may be so strongly entrenched that they will be 
able to press the principles for which they stand to their legit­
imate conclusion. 

The churches in Germany with which the Federal Council is in 
fellowship have been from time to time apprised of the senti­
ments of the Council with regard to these questions and I think 
that you will be interested in the resolution passed by the 
Federal Council on Ms.reh 24th, which I enclose herewith. You 
may be interested also in some excerpts tran the New York Times, 
reprinted by the Universal Christian Council, a copy of which I 
am also enclosing. 

RAA:O Educational Secretary 



.jarch 24 , 1933 
Executive Commi ttee 
Federal Council of Churches 

t i- ·emi tism in Gerrieny 

fter discussion of the reported anti- Semitic tendencies in Germany, 

VOTED , To adopt tha folloninG statement s 

"The members of the Executive Comni ttee of the Federal Council of the 

Ch~rches of Christ in eri ca, a.t a regular meeting at New York on ... "arch 24, in 

res!'onse to urgent requests from many p .rsons in its constituency, record the con­

viction that tl.e reported serious ersecution of Jews in Ger .any concerns all men 

of brotherly ideals, particularly tl·.e follo·•rers of Jesus Christ. "fe earnestl r hoi:e 

trat such outbursts of racinl antagonism as are reported are less widesoread then 

nO?r ap ears to be the cases yet our fe]lovr-Chr· stians in Germany hE:i.ve for some 

time been reporting to us with concern the lon c p ign of ni srepresentation and 

hate ·thich hc..s now borne its bitter fruit in dis rimination and injustice . 

";ie would not overloo our own shortcomine:s or the racial discrimi1·e.tion 

nd in"ustice too often practised among us; nor can e as erice.n Christians 

r orget the debt 1hi ch ·r.e, in comnon with 11 1. an.kind, owe to .rerman ox onents 

of literty of conscience and freedom of religious vorship . fhat very herita e 

of Christi ri GP.n,·a.ny le ds us to beliHve that our brethren ir: the cnurches of 

that r e t land ri 11 re udiate and or pose he curr t anti- emi ti sr.1 fi th· n tr eir 

bord rs . 

" n Christian grounds we protest against all for,.s of r cial ad re1i ious 

intolcr nee, and express our deep s. path, for it vi tirr.s . In the n me of o.1r 

co , on H venly Father we ur e Christians everywhere to reexa nine h .ir O",n racial 

tti tudes e.nc relaticnshii:s , o the e:"1d th t hatred o.nd strife m y be overcome by 

the mv r of th t ch ri ty t ich alone can avert tr:e hreaten d reak- down of ·:, estern 

ivilization." 
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f1 AMERICANS AIDED 
~ IN REICH PROTEST 

Intense Interest Here. 
"In this whole struggle In Ger­

many the churches o! America have 
an intense interest, !or the issues 
at ::itake, especially in the effort to 
build the church on racial Jines 
and the threatened domination or 
the church by the :5tate, confront 

Copyright, 1933, by The New York Times Company. 

NEW YORK, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1933. 

Nazi Church Laws to Be Revoked; 
'Non-Aryans' Now Acceptable 

Reich Bishop Also Agrees to Make a Demand That All Officers 

Acknowledge Bible Is Binding on Them-Move Is Viewed 
as a Victory Over German Christians, Hitlerite Faction. 

Federal Col'nc•11 of Churches the churches everywhere. 'l'he unit­
ed influence or the Protestant 
c-hurches, !unclionlng through the Reveals Cooperation With 

German Protestants. 
Federal Council of hurches, has 
been arf important factor in this 
decisive battle !or spiritual free­
dom. 

OFFICIALS WENT TO BERLIN "Correspondence by letter and 
cable has be.-n proceeding tor 
months and on three different oc­
casions during the last eight 

Statement Remarks on Catholics mcnlhs officials of the council have 

Standing With Associates in 
Religious Freedom Crisis. 

been sent to B rlin for direct con­
rerence with church leaders. Mos 
important of all, the Universal 
Christian Council, of which the 
Federal Council is virtually the 
American secticn, faced this prob­

The 3,000 German Protestant pas- lem at its meeting in September 
tors who protested Sunday against in Serbia, near the famous Sera­
Nazi domination were stimulated by jevo, where the \Vorld War started. 
American Protestants, who have There, in the presence of seven or­

ficial reprei;entatives of the Germ n 
By Tbe Associated Press. been cooperating with their Ger- hurches, the whole situation was 

BERLIN, Nov. 16.-Reich Bishop was taken as a notable victory OYH. ' man colleagues for months, accord- thoroughly r viewed by leaders of 
Ludwig Mueller, as the leader of the Nazi German Christians by for- in~ to a statement issued by the practically all the non Roman 
German Protestantism, agreed to- mer B1:,hop Friedrich von Bode\- F·ederal Council of Churches ol church world. 
night to promulgate a law rescind- schwink, the Rev. Dr. Martin 

I 
Christ yesterday. Cooperation Decided pon. 

ing all church laws adopted by the Niemaeller, one o! the suspendec! j The problem was not only taken ''Under the joint chairmanship o! 
States or the nation in recent pastors, and their friends. up at the Universal Christian Coun- the Bishop or Chiche t r and Dr. 
months, including the so-called Further negotiations were pend- cU in Serbia in September, accord- S. Parks 'adman, the council de-

th d d f D I t th cided to continue cooperal1on with "Aryan" statute. ing regarding e eman s o r. ing to the statemen , but since en 
thn German churches , while at the This will mean that "non- Niemaeller and others for the re- the Amel'ican Prot slants have been same time it retain d lihHty vig-

Aryan" Christians-those with moval of the Rev. Dr. Hossen- in correspondence with the German orously to dissent from certain of 
Jewish blood-can continue mem- felder, whose position was consid- pastors by letter and cable for their policies. The chairman com­
bership in the church and hold of- ered untenable by the von Bodel- months and on various oc-casions municated to the Reichsbishop the 
!lees in it. schwink faction because o! his in thf' past igh months ha\"e s n grave concern or Christians outside 

Bishop Mueller agreed also to de­
mand from all church bodies and 
officers written acknowledgments 
that they accept the Bible and the 
articles of faith of the church :is 

officials to G rmany to conf r with of Germany with any denial of the 
strictures against foreign churche~ the German pa tors. biblical ba::ii of hristianity and 
and because of his attitude of tol- The i-;tat ment says in part: of any xclusion from full hurc-h 
erance toward the remarks of Dr. ''In tour important rcspPcts what rights of so-call d non-Aryans. He 

happened in Germany yesterday likewise slre sed the universal ob­
hP~ prn!ound signit!C'ance. jection to the denial of !re dom of 

binding on them. 
These developments came a.a a 

concession after days o! stormy 
bickering, that included orders for 
the ousting of three ministers from 
the pastorates for challenging the 
anti-Semitic stand of the Nazi 
German Christians, a counter-de­
mand for the dismissal of the Rev. 
Dr. Joachim Hossenfelder, head of 
the Nazi movement in the church, 
and the remarks at a Nazi church­
men's mass meeting by Dr. Rein­
hold Krause, chief of the Berlin 
section of the German Christians, 
that parts of the Old Testament 
should be rejected. 

Bishop Mueller's promise today 

Krause. 
Dr. Mueller agreed also to rebuke 

high church officials who sat, un­
protesting, in the Sportpalast when 
Dr. Krause waa reported to have 
suggested the ellmination of the 
crucifix as a religious symbol. 

The fate of Dr. Nlemaeller and 
the Revs. E. F. Rabernau and F. 
Scharf, who also had been ordered 
suspended "!or offering resistance 
to the National Socialist and the 
German Christian spirit with re­
gard to the necessary reconstruc­
tion of the German Evangelical 
Church," depended tonight on 
whether Bl hop Mueller removed 
Dr. Hossen!elder, who as Bi hop of 
Brandenburr had suspended these 
pastors. 

Reprinted IJy Permission 

THE U~IVER.AL CilRI~TIAN COUNCIL 
287 fourth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

"'First, it is clC'ar that hristians conscience and freedom of sp ech 
are resisting Nazi efforts at Aryan- in church matters. 
izing the chu1ch and that their "Internal fore s fin Germanyl 
voices have increasingly to be working against mad nationalism 
hea1d and heeded. and racialism have recently been 

"In the second place, these same shown to be greater than the otJt­
Christians are as stanchly resist- iiide world suspected, but thPy nerd­
ing State domination of the church. ed the cooperation of sympathetic 

"In the third place, the so-called spirits outside or Germany. Within 
free churches, :mch as the Baptist recent weeks a high official o! th 
and M thodist, have been al:il thus ouncil sprnt an hour with Mr. 
far to maintain their identity and Hitler and urged him to allow th 
libHty of action. protesting groups in th Gc-rman 

"In the fourth place , It I clear churches to pres nt their case di­
that Catholics and Protestants are rectly to him. Mr. Hit\ r's reply 
standing together to a degree hith- was : 'Tell them from m that I 
erto unparalleled in Germany, find- shall be glad to s e them at any 
ing common ground in their basic time.• 
loyalty to hrist. The reason is "This most r cent visit in Be1 Jin 
that both Catholics and Prote tants of a representa ive of the Ametican 
find themselves confronted by the hurche1t is but the latest develop­
danger that worship or the Slate mt"nt of a. long series of contac s 
will be placed above every other preceding the revolution and ar­
loyalty. They know the danger of rled on since it b gan. While vie­
the proposal made by ex~remists in tory ls not yet assured, the prospf'rt 
Germany that Christianity should Js distinctly prnmisfng ln th<' li~ht 
be entirely swept aside to be r~- o! r ports that the Reich. bi.,hop 
placed by a revival of the worship I will rescind thP Nazi ruling!! ln 
of the old Teutonic pagan deities. church matters." 



U I ON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

BROADWAY AT 120TH STREET 

NEW YORK 

December 28, 1933 

!~.Victor~- Bienstock 
Je··1ish J.Jail y Bullet in 
122 Est 2nd 0treet 
le York, . Y. 

Dear ,.r. Bienstocl"": 

I nave r ceive the rticle 
by abbi uilver hie~ yo sent me . I 
quite ~gree wit1 it. ~ne Germ n church 
h s been e o c i1 re ~ g enti-seJitism 
o t of the church, out; it .. s uone ver 
little to comb t the ~rune evil in the 
Jt te . 

incerel yours, 

i • ol ... J.ebuhr 



THE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
OF NEW YORK 

STU DY 

MINISTER 

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 

26 SIDNEY PLACE 

BROOKLYN . N . Y. 

Ducu 1bur 28 , 1900 . 

De r 1 r . Bienstock: 

h nYs for lettirig me se R bni 'ilver's 
rtic o on th Gcrmrin church . Rribbi ilvor is ri ·ht in the 

cont ent of 11 thr t he s ys, l nd ',Jrong in tho s 11iri t of whnt 
he s .... ys . As one born nncl tr ined in tho Christien trr di tion , 
who h· s be~n thrillo , to the core by the resistnnco of the 
Gorm"n p .... tors to the Hitlor tyr nny, I feel ch, Grinecl • nd 
shocl:ed thot R b~i Silver should taunt thoso mon, 1nd even 
insult thom with tho sug6estion thvt their church is 0 

Church of LGodice ns . n 

It should be remer,tbo ro l tht..t the Christi n 
churchmen are the only ore; nized ~roup in ·rr ny ,Lich h s 
dared to defy Hitler. y shoul e , t this moment , at 
le• st , be ony suspicion th t the o heroic men are not prep, rod 
to carry out their opPos it ion to th l\ z i regime to the end , 1 nd 
thus fulfiJ the utter ost Iogic of th ir posit·on r Rrbri Silver 
as n Jc.. should b • mo g he first ·t o knm·, 1hr t the Hitler 
terror means , nd thu to undorstE nd tfo t th se Chris ti n pr stors 
were hnz rdin - their Jro 1 orty, their positions , their 1XJr::;on 1 
libe tv , perb s their ver. lives, in rofuaing to do Hitler ' s 
will . Al honor to these who re not Laoclice"ns !'.'It .. 11 , but 
,;;orthy disciples of their ~vi ster / 

R~bbi ilver seemG to s··y much of this in 
word , but he t kes it 11 b ck in spirit . h· t I m tr.rin 
to emph s izo is th t the emph t sis of his i·tic e is 1 11 roI1g , 
indoeci "lmost dis -raceful . ht he sr.ould h· ve s id is some-
thing like this! 

" hose Chrioti n clorgymen.1 1·1ho h ve risen 
up L ·nst Hitlor ' s rulo1 havo rove I themselves to be heroic 
men, worthy of the best tr ditions of thoir Luther n inherit nco 

nd of their Christin f ith . Since they h1vo dono so much , 
it '"'1, y of course be now t·ken for ..;r-ntol th(t thoy 1,lill do 
much more . H,ving fou·ht nd drivon out nti - Semitism from 
th ir churches , they will .1.ow of courco undert ke the gre t 
fiGht to rlrive nti - Somitism out of their ountr, • , o m. y 
look to those men to l ea d in the fight to s· vo the Jews of 
Germ ny befo o it is to0 1 to . Surely those Gorm .n stors ·who 



- 2-

see so cle'-rly the Je .;ish ori0 in of their eligion , m y now 
be truste d to de fond tho ir fe llow - ci tizons of the douse of 
Isr el now sufferinG so terribly under N zi rule . " 

Hn d Re boi Silver ,ri t+;en ir_ this ,;• ~' , he ·roul 
hcvo one .c r edit to himself ·nd to the J -..rs for i.,nom he spenJs . 

s it is, in his sn~ rling t unts ag inst tho one vrhol Ly heroic 
group of men in Ger ·n n: todf. , heh' s himself revo•led • ejudice 
$\g. inst Christi- ns •,"fhich 11 too sit,;nif ice.ntl:1 m- tcho s the 
p ejudice ng; inst Jews which .0 are tr : ing to u;,root nd destroy. 

in re-ard to 
fit . 

I am entirely ·lillin0 to h ve ~ ou uso this st tement 
: boi il vor ' s rticle in · ny W' •. th•· t ou m y soe 

Iv:r . Victor • Bienstock, 
Jewish Drilv Bulletin, 
122 Ei st 42nd Str ot, 
~fow York City . 

Very sincere 1. •ours , 



CHURCH Ol"irlCE : 
METHODIST &:PISCOPAL 
TOWIUt IN COUlt■ II OP' CON ■TIIUCTION 

639 WEST 173110 STREET 

WASHINGTON HEIGHTS 7·2!500 
BROADWAY FROM 173RD TO 174TH STREETS 

NEW YORK 

FORMERLY CHltLSEA CHURCH 

u c mber 30 , 1933 

1:r . ictor .. . Bie.. ock 
eiish ~ ily Bulletin 

122 Last 42nd utreet 
ew York , .Y . 

LJeur .r . Bienstock: 

I gre tl s nt iz 1it the position 

t ~en b~' abbi : ill 1 uilver in a recen issue of ·our pa er • 

.iesus t u ·l t us to pray "Our 1ather" wl ic im lies that 11 

men are ere ten fre and equal end h 1 e pos i ili ies o und r ­

e ndi • d expressin_ r 1 b. ot erl ood . 

It is rid" lo t 
ews hich makes • t ·n1 o sibl for 

they desire. vor one cnn and w 
what fo:·m I is r 11 ions • 1th st. 11 t 
it . 

quali tie... o he 
ecome ris 1 ns if 
e c oice in decidin 

re[, ic 

I incre sinl r firldi n deli ·htful fellows ip 

and ich idea.ls 1itL. rucious e.vs ir~ this city . o tenuir e 
f Qi~o rs of hrist crn h ve un p tl with t er bid , 

extreme i unfair posi tio!1 of 1 i tler . . 11 rrou s us i ere s­
in 1y er di ate pre :udice nd decide o wor toe hr to brin 
in a re• 1 bro t1 erhood o» .a 1 de pre oio 1 o be peri Iten y nvert d 

nd a wcr thy economic s ·s e L t o rule in the mrld . 

r • \ • 
,11 ... r. ou succ ss ~it your periodic~! , I m 



CHURCH Ol"l"ICE : 
METHODIST &:PISCOPAL 

539 WEST 173RD STREET 
TOW&R IN COUll8& Of' CON 8 TIIUCTION 

WASHINGTON HEIGHTS 7-2!500 
BROADWAY FROM 173RD TO 174TH STREETS 

NEW YORK 

FORMERLY CH&:LSEA CHURCH 
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Minister 
John Haynes Holmes 

(COPY) 

THE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Of New York 

Study 
26 Sidney Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Bienstock: 

Thanks for letting me see Ra.oui Silver's 
article on the German church. Ra. ,•oi Silver ie right in the 
content of all that he says, and wrong in the spirit of what 
he says. As one born and trained in the Christian tradition, 
who has been thrilled to the core by the resistance of the 
German pastors to the Hitler tyranny, I feel chagrined and 
shocked that Rabbi Silver mould taunt these men, and even 
insult them with the suggestion that their church is MA 
Church of Laodiceans.• 

It should be remembered that the Christian 
churchmen are the only organized group in Germany which baa 
dared to defy Hitler. Why should there, at this moment, at 
1 ast, b, any suspicion that these heroic men are not prepared 
to carry out their opposition to the Nazi regime to the end, and 
thus fulfil the uttermost logic of their position? Rabbi Silver 
as a Jew should be among the first to know what the Hitler 
terror mans, and thus to under stand that these Christian pastors 
were hazarding their property, their positions, their personal 
liberty, perhaps their very lives, in refusing to do Hitler's 
will. All honor to th~se who are not La.odiceans at all, but 
worthy disciples of their MasterJ 

Rabbi Silver seems to sat mu.ch of this in 
word, but he takes it all back in spirit. What I am trying 
to emphasize is that the emphasis of his article is all wrong, 
indeed almost disgraceful. What he should have said is something 
like thiaJ 

uThese Christian cl rgymen, who have risen 
up against Hitler's rule, have proved themselves to oe heroic 
men, worthy of the best traditions of their Lutheran inheritance 
and of their Christian faith. Since they have done so much, 
it may of course be now trucen for granted that they will do 
mu.ch more. Having fought and driven out anti-Semitism from 
their churches, they will now of course undertake the great 
fight to drive anti-Semitism out of their country. We may 
look to these men to lead in th~ fight to save the Jews of 
Germany vefore it is too late. Surely thPse German pastors who 
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see so clearly the Jewish or1g1n of their rel igion, may now 
be trusted to defend their fellow-citizens of the House of 
Israel now suffering so terribly unLer Nazi rule.• 

Had Ra.obi Silver written in this way, he would 
have done credit to himself and to the Jews for whom he speaks. 
As it is, in his snarling taunts against the one wholly heroic 
group of men in Germany today, he has himself revealed a prejudice 
against Chfistians which all too significantly matches the 
prejudice against Jews which we are trying to uproot and destroy. 

I am entirely willing to have you use this statement 
in regard to Raobi Silver's article in any way that you may see 
fit. 

Mr. Victor . Bienstock. 
Jewish Daily Bulletin, 
122 Enst 42nd Street, 
New York City. 

Very sincerely yours, 

JOtlN HAYNES HOMES 



THE 

inister 
J onn Haynes Hol ms 

Dar r. i~nstock: 

(COPY) 

Study 
26 Sidney Pl ace 
Br ookl yn, • Y. 

Thanks for 1 ttin es e Raa, i Silver's 
article on the rr:u.in church . Ra i Silver is ri tin the 
content o all th th says, and wro , in the sp ·r1t of what 
he says. s one born rud trained in the Chri t ian trad ' tion, 
who has been hrilled to the core by the resistance of the 
Gerr stors t ::> the iii tler tyr , I f el chagrined and 
shoc·ced t i Silver ould taunt th se men, and even 
insult th th~ sugg t i on tha t th@ir church is A 
Church dicP s.N 

r ered t a.t t Curi ti 
organize .. n ~ rmv.ny ich baa 

at th1 o ent, at 

It s ould 
churc ~ n ar th onl. 
d::.r d to def Hitl r. 
l • t, be an.v ~u pi are not nrep· red 
t o car 7 out t ir 
thus ulfil t e utt 

e t o t e end, and 
Rabbi Silver 

aa Je t t ne l itler 
terror - s, • 1 

wer ha~' di , th 
lib rty, uer ·~s 
will. All h nor 

tnus o e Cbri tian pastors 
i r ron rty, th .ir p rsonal 
~ir very 1·v si t d H"tler•a 

t o t - o • en t Laodic ~ at , 11, but 
orthy discipl s f their J sterJ 

Ra. bi Silv r • ems to S , much of tl 1& in 
word, :.>Ut h i t sit 11 bac~ in sp'rit. I ".L t I • trying 
to empha.aize i s t • t the p si 0 liS ticle is · 11 ,ro • 
indeed almo t dis r cetul. t e ihould l V s · id i som thi 
lik thi 1 

"These Chri tian cl-r~,- o h. e ·isen 
up int l11tl ... r 1 s rule, have prov e ·elv to eh roic 
men, ;ortey o • h b st tr tioz s of tn ir Luth--r i eri t· ce 

d of th ir Cnri ti · f ith. Sin ~ they ve don s muc • 
it y of course · en t en fr gr ted t · t e7 will do 
muc 1 more. Havin· f ought I d driven out anti-Semi tl sm rom 
th~ir hurch s. h y ill ow of course undert· the gre· t 
fi t to dr ive · ti-Se iti out of th~ir country. e tnaT 
look t thee men t led in th@ ight t · save the J s of 
Germany ef'or i t ls too 1 te. SUr ly th e Ge ·n astora who 



-2-

sees clP:rly t J~ i ori in of th 1r r 1 gion, now 
e trusted to pfend th ir el ow-citizens of the House of 

Isr Jl n ufferi so terribly un .er ii zi rul . 11 

Had i Silv r ritte in this , he :oul 
hn.ve don ere it im _elf , t t ~ J,- , s for ho e sp s . 
As it is , in hi s srul!"lin , t·:unts • inst t . one holly hProic 
group of en n Gern~ today , he .t s i self e :.r aled • prejudi e 

·ai nst Christiana hich , 11 too si ific ntly m tch a the 
preJu i ce • _ain• t Je s h i ch are tryi t upro1t • d ~troy. 

I am nt ir ly 11 t 
i ilv r ' s · rti 1 

v you u e thi~ st tement 
i . r th t y u may see 

V .ry sine ~ ly y • 

s 

. Vi i 1.toc, 
Je· ~h l l ti, 
1~2 E t 2 d Sr t, 

Y r ~ City. 



Tel. MUnay HW 4-1652 

Leaque for Lalor Palestine 
',Mirtt, riM rtJ,10p:aiN riM~ Pl,, 

The TAT'ln ,,,. 

Cl v l,n 

1225 BROADWAY 
(ROOM 404) 

New York, N. Y. 

0 

bbi ilv,r ; 

Octc,ber 1 , 1 34 

a.d . .rith r · .t de l of int r"""' " llr l'"v 1 in 1 :, t 
,:mnd r ' ... ,., ,J~•,ish 

Ol•T CO lr ,e' tr 
our home - lhnd . 

I ,'Ii. r,~ t t 
wo Ld h ve ties 

1d )r r 1 of L 
ll th,r r9 •ti 

h dw v in our ,J 

0 

I 

ur ; ,m 1 

il 
, 
I I 

"'r , 
hr ·h , l· nd . 

'th ::>e~t 

I -

.uU 1 1At· a. d T 
I 

na r· r.:ht tt·t1de 

,crd • 

'fl er1, 
es vo l 

obj ction 
our a nr 

• st drut 

in 

, lin , J. 

isr 
to I 

to (~() J ratnlete you i'or 
rds t e 11pb ·1 n,, f 

th Zior iGt o eMent 
f'or th iev ri 1.ts 

n . . . u rs , I •• JV, s l Tl ls• I 
v ny 0 n0, .1f' 

d 
ki. 

,· 11 r, n your 
nd o • on 

he Jo ·1>l 

r .icl 

1 ..., er r r 



The aim of the Jewish National Fund is to redeem the soil of Palestine as the inalienable property of the Jewish People 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
President 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 

Zionist Organization ot America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion 
Mizrachi Organization of America 

Hadassah 
Jewish National Workers' Alliance 

of America 
Miz:rachi Women's Organization of 

America 
Order Sons of Zion 
Pioneer Women's Organization 
Zionist Revisionist Organization of 

America 

AFFILIATED YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

Avulcah 
Brith Tru111peldor 
Hashomer Hazolr 
HeChalutz 
Junior Hedauah 

Mluechl Huolr 
Yount lsrHI 
Youn1 Judeu 
Youn1 Poele Zion 

',Nie''~ liC'f' jir, 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
OF AMERICA 

( Keren Kayemeth Le Israel, Inc.) 

111 FIFTH AVE. NEW YORK 

CABLE ADDRESS: HAKEREN 

TELEPHONE Algonquin 4-2495 

HEAD OFFICE: 

KEREN KAYEMETH LE ISRAEL, LTD. 

October ?th, 1934. 

Rabbi Aba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

~ear Rabbi Silvera 

JERUSALEM, PALESTINE 

l was greatly- interested and ver7 much 
iapreased by your recent colune in the Jewish Daily- J3ullet1n, 
cal.ling attention to the evils of land speculation in 
Palestine. It ee•• to me of the utmost importance to 
eound these notea of caution in oro.er to direct pub.lie 
opinion to the neceesity of deYelop1ng Palestine along the 
J.inea of the Zionist ideal at 1 ta beat. It eeema 9Ul"P8Baingl7 
etrdge that some ot our leed.1ng rabbia and Zionist leadera 

who proclaim aoc1al Juatice ao vehementl7 1orget, or delib­
eratl1 refuae to 11 aet their Olm house in oro.er" t·1r1t, b7 
correcting the economic malaiJua tment which threatens tbe 
Jewian Tiahub in Paleat1m. 

Sincerely your a, 



,✓ 

Oc\ob r 1', 1934. 

r. Iaaac Balllln, \lonal S.oretar,, 
Leap• tor la or Pal all.Me 
122a JWC~IIU't 

n York, •.t. 

I.el • ll>ank: 7 to, 7ao.r kind l 1\ff 
of Oo\o'N• lat and pleaa•• parclo lo oela, ia 
uner lt. I ve b UM to DOIi• wllb 
the pt.ppe. 

I am glad lo klll!m 

0 IN Ule llaO'lllll' t 
OCNrM I have DO o J o ma ,o vtnc 
arlicle ,o DaY . I plan, elm' \h 
follow wt lb one or two ed.1 \orla.la al 
11ne. Baa\ ma:, do - aoocl. 

11\h all goo4 w1all •• I rwe!a 

Te17 a1Ac req 7oura, 

ABIIU 



October 16~ 1934. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein. President, 
Jewiah National 1und ot America, 
11111.fth Avenue, 
New York, H.Y. 

My de· r Dr. Ooldatein: 

Let me aak your rdon ford lqing to &Ck:nowl4Mlc• 
your kind letter of October 7th. I h ve been conflned to m:r 
home for the las\ two w eks with a bad a\ta ot er1ppe and 
thia ia m.v flrat d back a\ my dealc. 

I a , preciate VP-cy much 1rba\ y. abou\ rq 
ed1tor1al in \b Jewleh 111 Bull tin. I am l d tha\ 1, 
baa crtta.ted the ount or int re1t w)lich it bas. I hop• 
to r turn to th ubject , 1n before T ry long. 

If you kne a 11 ttle more bout th k en personal 
rivalrl a and an1moa1tiee which exi•t between the Z1on1t\ 
leader• you w uld kno •h¥ ther bu.a b en auch amaa inc 
1ilence on the subJect. 

1th a 1 ood 1ehea. p rmit me to remain 

V ry cordially yours, 

AHSsBJt 
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Dr. rn ""d l!el er, Director.;: 
1na1 ' rl t h Ji~lel Foundation, 

UniV .... rEll ty o: .· 1.chi • , 
Cor r :,.st Jni,.,ersity and land Av s ., 
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JAMES N . ROSENBERG 

165 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 

October 24, 1934 . 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silv r, 
The Temple, 
Ea.s t 105th St & Anfel Rd ., 
Clevel d , Ohio. 

y dear Rabbi Silver: 

Your article int e Jewi sh Dai 

Bu letin of October 21st is a corker. 

Cor ially 

J~R :BH 
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AB . SHIPLACOFF 

NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 

DAVID DUBINSKY 

MORRIS FINESTONE 
CO-CHAIRMEN National Labor Committee 

JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG 

CHAIRMAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

For the Jewish Workers in Palestine 

1225 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
MAX ZARITSKY 

NATIONAL TRCASURER 
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 4 • 1652 

AB. MILLER 
ASSOCIATE TREASURER 

ISAAC HAMLIN 
NATIONAL SECRETARY 

Rabbi .A.bb Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

• 05th Street Ansel Rd. 
0 evelnnd, o. 

!y de r Rabb Siver: 
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overmber 5, 1934 
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JAMES N . ROSENBERG 

165 BROADWAY 

N E W YORK 

Rabbi bba Eillel Silver, 
The Temple , 
East 105th St . at sel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

~Y dear Rabbi Silver : 

November 5, 1934 . 

I am glad to have your letter . 

I hope that you are opposing this dan erous, 

ill- advised roject of the Je ish lo~ld Congress . 

I can inagine noting calculate mor certainly to 

give food and ammunition to the aid propagandists 

of itlerism and to the professional anti-Semites . 

Do let e hear from you as to your views regarding 

this world Congress . I most earnestly hope it 1ill 

be abandoned . 

Sincerely yours, 

Jl R/rf 
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Professor Samuel S .Cohon 
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OFFICE or THE RABBI 
JOSEPH L FINK 

Temple Beth Zion 
DELA WARE AVENUE 

BUFFALO 

Dec m er 2 , 1933 

Ra bi Ab a H 1 nl S lv r, 
Tb Templ, 
Cle lon., Ohio. 

Dear rien • • 

I red wi h ~eli t your r iclo in h 

Sunriay 1~ ,. tin on 

"Pr acrlb tng f r I Pr el". as a n~ed d nd 

w ol ome . fr buke and~ ,~~ 1. You ar don 

Grein~ as ever, 

Sine rely, 



ISIOORE WIS£, PR£91D£NT 

810 PROSPE:CT AV£ . 

MAURICI: HARTMAN, VICE:•PRl:9 , 

727 PftOSPECT AV£ , 

SOLOMON ELSNER , TREASURER 

700 PROSPECT AV£ . 

F , C . OPPER, SECRETARY 

44 OXl"ORO ST 

Wqt Olnugrrgutinu 1Bttq lsrutl, 1tlurtf nrh, Olnuu. 

ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN, RABBI 

14!5 BALLARD DRIVE 
December 19, 1934. 

• 

WEST H4RTFORD , CONN . 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
East 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dee.r Abba: 

Just a line to say that I am with you in your controversy with 
"the Jewish educator•"• You may recall what I said in my Conference Sennon. 
SoIOO of them were quite indignant over what I said and wrote some we.rm 
letters on the subject. 

The fact of the matter is that in my conversations with some of 
them at their National Conference in Atlantic City, the brazenness and 
cynicism of some of them like our friend Friedland, Golub, Dinin and others 
was quite amazing tom ,and I think the more these men can be brought out 
in the open and the more aggressiYe we, thei,sligious leadera, become, the 
better for the c use of Jewish education and Jewish life. The same, ot 
course, is true with reference to the social orkers. 

I have a similar reeling 1th reference to the National Council 
of Jewish Federation & Welfare Funds. From my conversations with some of 
their leaders, their approach is also distinctly secular. Indeed, unless 
I do them a grave injustice, they are motivated partly by a desire to 
relegate the syhagogue to second or third place in Jewish life and to usurp 
for them.selves the position of authoritative leadership in all matters 
Jewish. Is not one of their points in their platform as adopted in Chicago 
last year, to become "the authoritative public opinion formulating body 
or Jewry"? I am n t sure that I am quoting the exact words, but this is 
the substance. I 1'0nder how you reel about it? 

They are to hold a conference in New York next month and I think 
a public statement on the aubject may help them to see the light. I am 
thinking seriously or having reprints made or my Conference Sermon tor wide 
circulation. The Conterence, as you know, does not make reprints of the 
sermons. I would have to pay tor that myself. Do you think it is worth 
while? 

P. S. 

With warm personal greeting, I am 

Under separate cover I am sending you 
clippinga from the Jewish Ledger or which 
I mn editor, of a controversy I have recently 
had with one or our Zionist leaders. I should 
be glad to have your reaction • 
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P.S. I did not r c ive th cli in e from the Jniah 
L ~ r which y u id you w"r s ndi ., . • 
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
( THE U N I TED SOCIETIES OF NORTH AMER I CA I 

OANl[L A POLING. 0 D, LL D 
,-lltCltOt'.MT WORLD'S CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR BUILDING 

CARLTON M 5HCR W000 
OCt.11.fl • I.. l,(Cflt:1 Atll't' 

CAAAOLL to! WtlttGHT 
"!NANCIAL IC:C .. tTA .. 't'• T .. AVIIL IV•T 

STANL(V 8 VANOtRSALL 
C.,.iltllf• A N VOCA't 10NI ltJ•lllt•N'f'll""Ot:NT 

RO&£RT P ANO(RSON 
II01TOllt•A\. St:C.l'tl: '1.llt'r 

MOUNT VERNON AND .JOY STREETS 

CAl!I L E AOORES!I .. ENDEAVOR " •O!I T ON 

BOSTON 

Januar 2, 1 4 

ir . ""ITi ctor I\ i onstock 
J e~ish Daily Bulletin 
122 1 ast 42 Street 

.w York , Ne York 

.. tt:, dear • T31enstock: 

In r . oli g's o.osence wish to than: 
OU -·or your let ter o Dece bor 22 enclo in a 

copy of the urticle b abbi .Jilver . I sure 
that Dr . oli , 1 be V .ry UD.lC int ested in 

MOWARO 8 GROSC:.P D 
VIC'I .,.,. OCl"fT 

WTLL\AM HIR A M FOUlM.tS, 0 , 0 0 L L 0 
'IIICC: ... t'..IOC.Mt 

IRA L AN DRITH. 0 0 0 LL 0 
Cl"rl7JNl,-.1fl 5u•l'IINT["" 1.Nf 

fA[O["ICK A WALLIS 
&OCIAL. •r:11t¥1CII "'NO •"·ION wONII •u,-1 

$ C lltAkSO[ N 

or-rtCIAL ORGAN 

TH£: CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR WORLD 

s eeing this an will appreciate y thought lnesa 
i havi ng sent it to hi . • 

Ver 1I cerely, 

~ 
Socrot 

THIRTY-FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION , MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN. JULY 8 -13, 1933 
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THE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
OF NEW YORK 

STUDY 

MINISTER 26 SIDNEY PLACE 

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES BR OO KLYN . N . Y. 

Janu~ry 12, 9v4 

Dear Dr. S'l-ver: 

I have your letter of the 0th tis morn­
ing, an ou~d say thHt I have nothing to retract or even defend 
in my letter to ~- Bienstock the other d&y. It s eaks for it­
self, and if I were handlin the ostion today. I should rrite 
that etter exactly as I wrote it or ginally. I should have been 
ashamed of myself ha I not been 11 chagrired 11 and "shocked" at 
the s tacle of a JeYrisr rabbi ooking at is Christian brethre 
in Germany today, fighting the on y fight that is beirg fought 
aga • nst the Hitler tyranny, and call in them "a Church of Lao­
diceans." d et me add that I am ashamed o tho Christian 
clergymen who read your editorial and found nothir,g in it to 
disturb them. Your re erence to these Chri~tian c.erc n dcos 
not acquit you, but only serves to expose then to t e sar .o indict­

nt . 

It nuses me t at you shou d attempt to 
efen<l yourself by referring to a.no er e i torial which I hud 

nots en and did not knov: about. hi ditorial does yvu redit, 
and I am, therefore, 1 d to have it, b t I cannot see .m it 
e fe cts the c&..se in que ..,ion. If a man is be in,. trie n co r 
for assault and battery on is wife, it woul hardy be ro ardod 
as evidence in his d f nso that he htld civon her a bou ue of 
flav.ers two weeks before. t bottom, . all I can mal<'e ou or your 

o editorials is that it is time you made up your m·nd who e you 
stand ·n r gard to the German hristians and a little fr ternal 
s pa.thy and good-vlill might help you a good det.l to th~t end. 

It· similar y ti.musing to find you turning 
your attack not upon ·hat I wrote but upon my inner motiv ➔ s an 
purposes. The familiar trick of shiftirg the issuet You say 
t t you sus ct th~t 'ther i someth ng eutin me.' 'e , per­
haps there is. It may be that I am feelin a little irrit te at 
th sneers and taunt wh'ch am encounterin every now and then 
from a fei of my Jev· h brethren with regard to the German Chris ­
tiann. You are ot the only one who has enjoyed this pastime - -
for exli ple, avo on my desk a re cent editorial from tho e ·dE.t 
"Tri'tune " h • s di toria.1 has e oi-a 1 pari-.i.gra hs of sarcasm 
d'recte at "the revolt of the 4000 rotcstant cl re en." and 
end up wi h the deliberate insult th t "a areful anti. ysis .. . . 
in lie&. es tha these revolting c er y .. n entertair.ed (no) thought 
01; er ha.n t e na.rrov1, selfish idea of s Jf - roservation ir1 he 
fac of dange r .. " I call such a state t, a of a pie e ~it 
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yours, a disgra e. The Protestant clergymen are fighting litler 
on their own be.tt efront, and it is damnab e to blame them for 
not fightin at th·s moment on every b~ttlefront. ' hen they 
have won their m·m right to speak and act, even survive, it •; y 
be hoped and expected that they wi]l extend their battle lino to 
defend other hard- ressed group of the population . t any rate, 
merely as a matter of tactics, to say nothing of justice and 
brotherhood , I be ieve that the Jews should o everything in 
their power to hod u the hands of tho German Christ ans, and 
not be guilty of condemning what they are doing because at the 
same moment the y are not doing something el e. 

In closing, let me say that I am not con­
scious of any ill -will against yourself nor any of my Jevdsh 
brethren . I have ong s i nce gotten beyond the question of per­
sonalities in controversy. I wish you had done the same . It 
is a question of truth an good spirit that we are c oncerned with 
here, and nothing else . 

elieve mo, 

Dr . Abba Hi e Silv r, 
e Te . p e 

East 10th Str et at 
C ev and, Ohio. 

se l oad, 

e y i1cerely yours, 



Jann, , 16, 19'74 . 

Dr. John H....'"-\'fl s ~-lol ~s . 
The Co.:u1Wlity Churc of le ' York, 
26 Si dnP.y .l l a e, 
Br o·_~1yn, ~1. Y. 

i.y d . r JJr . tlol . ~s : 

Permit m to tl~ ymi for your l tter of J ~ • ry 12 th. 
It is not tny d _sire t nter iuto any -lenbtey cor .. .- espo1 d nee , 
over th · s unplea.. ant _ tter. or so u.naccountl:l.ble r · son 
you ·':sume th .t the editorial ·.s ·.ritten in a s .. i rit of 
cynicism, ii t h .-snP rs•• • d "t.;:..unts 1• 1 assure you t h t 
it \l s m-itten ind , p ...,st earn stness · 1tl no de i r- to 
conde n and d th no at tempt u t sarcasm. Ia.u I wi s ed to 
be ·r I'C' t,ic, my s re sm would not -~ ✓e n of u subtle 
a • ture t · t only m!.!, oi istex· • oti • ·.1Jly c ul tli- t ect 1 t. 

l am net ttenmt.i , to uu f .nu·0 I :.~ not 
reso,·t i t a.n.;1 f dl?liliar II t1·im s 0 t s, lit i" ~ue" . I am 
not u~1ti ., t o e • • cqui tt d unyth n .,, . ., i, sort of 
lan._ ·tge i s t h i s tu· t yo p 1-ruit yo • ... lf t o usei have 
never known a p cif ' st clc ( 1 ·.u. 1 - t 1, ~ r ristled i i th 
so rn·· terms of bellig 1· nc and 11 v ,ct ive • s yours . I am 
afraid j • t you ha. ~ ecuc.t •· .d y u :i·s lr t , s 1 ch l"\l'.L em tionally 
iligh-strung voc, .. oul ry that yo· ha 1e sim""""'lY 1 st rour 
~ .. ensi tiveness to t e true , lP i 1 C, • 11.d i mpli e t.io of mr s. 

y 1 sir 1 • s~ . , st to y CH tl , t y u s • t do 1 qui t ly 
a c ... l mly • d re-r • d my di toriul , i thout az . re-co11cgi ved 

opinions, • d i thout lookin1r f r ,i l , 1d e 11 ti · r, 
in 11 consc i nee. you ha \0 not d ron d 1 

V ry s luc~r l y yours . 

AHS : 13 
P. s. Th'-'re is str-- ·e nt in y .,u.r 1 t t r: .. en 
they ( the r t st· l.t cler en , on tl ir own r1 , 1t to 
spe· • l act. v n survive, it may e wped and expected 
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1un lred cl r en c ti-S ni ti 
r· c · 1 . win Had they done that t e stQry 

of Germany might have been quite different and the clergymen 
mi6ht perhaps have bQen spared th~ir present desperate struggle. 



THE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
OF NEW YORK 

STU DY 

MINISTER 

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 

January 18 , 1934. 26 SIDNEY PLACE 

BROOKLYN, N . Y . 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I share with you the feeling that there 
is little use in our continuing our correspondence over what 
is indeed a very unpleasant matter. The more I think of it 
the more profoundly I regret that we have tumbled into this 
bitter controversy, and, therefore, curse the day that our 
friend, Bienstock, sent me your article for comment. May I be 
p rdoned for reminding you that I never went into this thing 
on my own initiative, and once again find reason for deploring 
my pestilential habit of answering letters when they come to 
my desk. I am still wondering how Bienstock happened to send 
me your article. ·as he trying to stir up trouble? He. must 
have had some reason for believing that those whom he asked 
for comment would not ind LJ lge in more fatuous Amens. The 
whole thing begins more and more to take on the air of mystery , 
and I am wondering if I have been betrayed. 

Now that I am writing you, I must still 
report that I am in exactly the same mind that I was in the be­
ginning, and have found absolutely nothing in this last letter 
of yours to persuade me tha t I have wronged you. It hurts me 
to think that any m n should think that I have been guilty of 
injury, most of all a colleague of mine whom I know and have al­
ways grebtly admired. But as I look back over the course of 
this discussion, I see nothine that I wou l d change on my side, 
or could change if I would be £aithful to myself. Look at what 
happened t You wrote an article for the "Bulletin" and Mr. 
Bienstock sent it to me with the request that I corranent on it. 
This prompted me to feel that there was something in the article 
cha . lenging, and I read it with great care, and, as you know, 
with vast indignation and, may I add, astonishment. In accord­
ance with y~ur request in your last letter, I have re-read your 
article and I find myself reacting novf j"st s I did in the 
beginning--feeling now as I did then that your application of 
the epithet "Laodiceans", one of the most vicious words in the 
vocabulary of the Christian church, was a disgraceful and a 
shameful thing. I then was guilty of what you evidently regard 
as the monstrous offense of saying frankly what I thought. Your 
reaction is that of one who seems to regard himself as immune 
to criticism. I can't imagine whyt Far greater and nobler men 
than you and I have been criticized in their day by those who 
disagree with them. I marvel at your sense of impeccability. 

• 
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ell, to get back to the story. You followed my sta tement of 
honest opinion with a slashing letter in which, as in y our 
second letter • . you offered no discussion of the issue between 
us, but attacked me personally. If any wrong has been done on 
either side, I beg to submit that it has been done to me, in view 
of your huntin out of unworthy personal motives in explaining a 
perfectly obvious statement of honest opinion. There are two 
things that I always hate in a controversy--the one is shifting 
the issue, and the other is attacking the motives of one's 
opponent. I not only hate these things, but I suspect them, for 
I have been in enough\_ controversies to know that almost invaria­
bly they are resorted to by the man who is unwilling to discuss 
the point at issue. But I am not interested in attacking you, 
excepting to remind you that I should like to have you give me 
some reply to my charge that you have been unjust to the German 
pastors. I shall be glad to continue our controversy on this 
ba sis, and I am ready to be convinced that I am wrong in what 
I have said, but I shall not go on exchanging letters upon this 
basis of personal abuse. 

In closing, may I take advantage of this 
opportunity to submit to your consideration certain statements 
about the German situation which have just come to my attention, 
First, I beg to cite a despa.toh in last Sunday's"Hera.ld-'I'ribune," 
written by John Elliott, one of the best known and most trusted 
of our European correspondents. In a long despatch from Berlin, 
a.bout the church conflict in Germany, he writes in his opening 
paragraph as follows: 

1 hen the time domes to write the 
history o the Third Reich the Germans will probably 
recall with greatest pride the resistance made by the 
intrepid Protestant parties to the effort by the Nazi 
state to subjugate the Evangelical Church . At a time 
when the rest of Germany seemingly is goose-stepping 
in line behind the Brown Shirt leaders, 6,000 clergy­
men had the courage to show that the spirit of Martin 
Luther is still alive in the land and that there are 
still men to be found in Germany who da re to call 
their souls their own." 

Secondly, I have just been reading Char . es 
s. MacFarle.nd's "The New Church and the New Germany," (Macmillian). 
Dr. NJ.a.cFarland writes with studied moderation. I think he errs 
on the side of understatement, and even criticism of the German 
Protestants. He evidently is bending over backward in the endee.­
TOr to be fair. and from this standpoint says some things about 
Hitler that I think are not only grossly inaccurate, b~ ~lso 
a bit ridiculous. But his objective approach to the 'fft/lftt'fls ~ 
is worthy of all praise, and makes the more impressive his 
sUUll'llary of the situation. On page 179, in a passage wherein you 
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wiJl note, he registers the acceptance by the German pastors of 
the Nazi political tyranny, he writes as fo llov1s: 

"The profoundest sensation has been 
that of admir tion for the gre t body of the German 
pastors--among them not a f t-W origina lly highly 
mo, ivated"Gernvin Christians 0 --who have withstood the 

mighty sweep of material force with spiritual power. 

ttThey, too, had assented to or were com­
pliant with, or accepted with toleration, a human dom­
ina ti on of all else, which is perhaps the most consum­
mate in all history. But they would not antl will not 
yield the Christian Church, gospel and ministry, to 
human monarchy er monarch. 

" d, when the ~vange lical Church of Ger­
nany has found itself and is extricated from politi­
cal entanglements, we may be confi ent tha. t a renewed 
feeling of goodwill and brotherhood wil l pervade Ger­
many that will not be limited by race and will embrace 
all their human brethren. 

"In their maintenance of the foundations 
of the Christian fa.it, the Christian pastors have 
revealed a courage, in a moment of seeming utter de­
feat, which ill command the admiration and respect 
of the entire Christian world. No one should take 
more pride in them than Adolf Hitler. And if the 
leaders of the Kew German state are looking for those 
who best typify the nation's character and honor at 
its best, they have not far to seek. a they endea­
vor to inspire courage and loyalty in German youth, 
let them be sure that they know it themselves when 
they see it • " 

One further word! You refer in y our post­
script to the failure of the German pastors to denounce anti­
Semitism in the days before Hitler oame to power. You are quite 

right in me.king this charge. Dr. MacFarland substantiates it. 
See page 76, where he says , "So far as is known, there had ne r been 

ny visible or vocal church protest against the anti-Semitism of 
the Nazi party before it dame into power." I feel just as you 

do about this, but would remind you that this is not the question 

we are discussing. If you want to discuss this, I shall join 

you hand and heart in denouncing this failure of the German Protest­

ants to meet a cruel situation. But it is to be remembered that 

the Christians were not the only people in Germany who refused to 

take Hitler and his movement seriously. I felt.in 1931, th t 
not even the Jews were concerned about the anti-Semitism campe.ign. 
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Everybody I ta l ked with, Jews and Christians alike, took the 
man and his movement a s a joke. To return to the point at i s sue, 
my thought is tr.Pt the German Christians. like the German Jews, 
the German Soc i al Democrats, and a lot of other Germans, have 
learned something about Hitler sinoe last Ma rch. I think that 
the Christians are acting upon this lesson with superb heroism 
and I again su0 gest that they deserve something better than the 
name of 11 1.aodiceans." 

Believe me 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Vury sincerely yours, 
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LOUIS LIPSKY 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

y dear Silver: 

February 13th, 19~4 

I want to express my nersonal appreci tion of the 
article you , rote in a recent mmiber of the Jewish Daily bulletin 
with regard to relief efforts forte victims of German persecution. 

,e have been engaged int e ast month or so in an earnest 
~ttempt to bring about a united front as between the Joint Distribu-
tion Committee and the rican Palestine aign. here hes been 
a gre t deal of delay on the art of our nrospective rtners. 

e ve acce-oted 'Or0'00<1els made by r. Jonah rise to find then l ter 
on rejected by other members of the Committee. It seems to me tMt 
wh~t -orevents an open-hearted and frank union of both forces on the 
basis of building constructtvely in Palestine and alleviatin distress 
outside of P lestine is the inability o our friends on the Joint to 
~et rid of nti-PPlestine nrejudices. They still refuse to ndmit 
the possibility of P lestine serving cubstRntia1ly in constructive 
w y to meet the nresent ituation in Germany. 

Under the circumstances, es 11 nrobably veto go it 
Alone, Pnd in goi it alone, e shall prob~bly veto use every 
argument ,o sible to subst9nti te our position. e are, therefore , 
intending to use your rticle as reprint for gener 1 circulation 
as soon as a public st tement i made with reg~rd to the situation. 

e e.re hol ding back now until the arrivel of r . Warburg, which is to 
be on t hi~ Thursday. Whil e in London, lr. i rburg nid his best to 
persuade members of the J . D. C. to enter into an equit ble rr~neement 
for the distribution of funds . The ommittee here rejected hi s sugges­
tion. We are waiting to present tne facts to him upon his rrival 
before making any ublic st tement . 

I hope, therefore, that we ve your ermi ion to make use 

$2,000,ooo Emergency Campaign for Settlement of German - Jewish Refugees in Palestine 
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Rabbi bba Hillel ~ilver ebruary 13th, 1934 

of your "Su.l.letin rticle and trust also that in the conduct 
of the campaign, on an inde endent basis, e may have the 
benefit of your supnort in the present8tion of our~ peRl to 
American Jewry. 

Very since ely yours, 

~~ 
heirman, Board of Directors. 

LL/P 
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IRVING FREDERICK REICHERT 

RABBI 

February 27, 1934 

Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abe: 

Under the pressure of immediate duties, I fre­
quently fall behind in my periodical and Temple Bulletin 
reading. Such was the case le.et week, so that it was 
only this morning that I read your editorial in the Jew-
ish Daily Bulletin and your Temple publication entitled, 
"Relief Is Not Enough". I was astonished to see how 
closely I bad expressed in my sermon last Saturday morn-
ing several important ideas contained in your article. 
Especially did I emphasize the correlation between Jewish 
civil and political rights and economic and social liberal­
ism in general. Like you, I used the French Revolution 
as an illustration. 

Such a striking coincidence indicates several 
things; possibly among others, that I have so avidly read 
everything you have written since our student days, that 
it is not surprising that I should come to think in some 
matters along the same lines as you. 

Let me compliment you on the aeries of edi­
torials you have been writing for the Bulletin. They 
are timely, vigorous, and admirably written. 

IFR:S 

With cordial greetings, I am 

Sincerely yours, 



Dear Silver:-

~nhhi ~ottis liitt 
~n~fou, ~hio 

April 17, 193-l. 

! have been reading your editorials in the "J'ewish Daily 
Bullet int' and I admired the 11 terary style and the moral 
vigor, as well as the forthright J'ewishness, of most of them, 
but after reading your last one on "A Charonic Enterprise" 
I was just moved to sit down to tell you what a splendid 
piece of work it is. I admired, especially, its "guts", 
which means, good sense, fine prevision, and high morale. 
Such qualities alone constitute leadership in a crisis, 
and God knows we need leaders in the present crisis. 
May we both live to see your words come true. 

With best wishes, I am 

Cordially yours, 
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INDUSTRIAL 22. FINANCIAL CORPORATION Of PALESTINE LTD. 

Head Office : 
JOSSEFOFF B ILDI G BEN-YEH DA S'l'lu:wr 
Telephone : 1536 P. ). Box J 03 
Cable Address: IFICOR Code: H ntleys 

July 0tr, 12-34. 
J eru sal em ··········-······· .. ···-·· ... . ......... _____ __ .. 

Dr. Abba Hi~~- Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba.: 

Your letter of June 7th reach d me in due cour e -
together with the c ipping from he ''Je ish Daily 
Bu letin". 

What you say abou the temporary economic development 
and the more rapid urban development, as com rd wit 
the agricultural developir.ent, may be correct • Of course, 
there has been very great deve .... opnent in the gx•o ing 
of ci rus fruits, but this is not strictly speaking 
agricu tural develop et. The roblem is an extremely 
diff cult one, du not c•nly to t ne.tural apt1 tud a 
of our peo le, ut also to ny objective difficulties, 
including the difficulty of acqui ing land, lack of 
cooperation oft Government ( o put this but mildly) 
and lack of' public f nd . ~ o ly consolation 1 the 
fact that the le inians themselve are k nly altve 
to the importance of his question and fforts are now 
being made to dev o t .c 11 e of agricultur , which 
are almost new: 

1. horticulture in tho hilly di tricts, such as the 
cultivation of p um and peach trees, apple trees, 
etc.; and 

2. vege abl raising and dairy farming, which 1 no?. 
getting an impetus precisely becau e of h~ great 
increase in he urban popu atton. 

Tel Aviv, with its 100,000 souls to-daY. is an excellent 
customer for vegetable , milks am eggs, a ell as 
fru.i t , ani tb.CL e who have been s pee 1aliz ing in vegetable 
rais ng have been doing pretty we 1. This will undoubted ... 
ly lead many i:e ople to take up that branch of ork. 

The cate of Transjordan are still kept locked by the ~ritish 
Authorities, but somehow since the now celebrate act of the 
Emir, there is a feeling everywhere that tho opening of 
Transjordan for colonisation by Jew has now become a 
question of prac ical politics. The ether day two Arabs 
from Ass t came to see me, proposing that a Development 
Company be organised for Transjordan, thi.s in cooperation 
between a group of Transjordan1ans ~ who themselves would 
subscribe t -~at LP.10,000 ~ and Jewish investor,. This 
comp.ny, they said, is to pave the ay for syat matic 
Jewi h activity in Transjordan. 

The economic condition in Palestine are still quite good, 

despite c3rtntn unde irable aspects, such as speculation in 
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Tel Aviv* in urban property arrl orange lands. 

The most serious thin~ about the whole general situation 
1s the internal division in the Zionist Organisation and the 
Yishub, which has been badly aggravated by the Stavsky 
trial . As matters no stand, practically the entire Yishub " 
outside of labour, of course - feels more strongly than 
eve ~ that the verdict of guilty was unwarranted and most 
people are convinced that Stavsky was not the assassin of 
Arlosororr . Judge Valero 1 s dissenting opinion has created 
a profound impression on most people. I must say that I 
myself have gone through a certain evolution in this 
matter. I 'began by being inclined to think that the 
Revisionists did it, especially since Labour was so over­
whelmirJgly sure of its ground. Later, I became doubtful 
and now at the end, I became almost convinced that this 
crime was committed by Arabs. It is an all too common 
occurrence. If a man walks with a woman at night in a 
deserted place, they are very likely to be accosted by 
Arabs. The usual form 1s to ask for the time. Certainly, 
the first accour1ts given by Mrs. Arlosoroff, imm.edia tely 
after the murder, fit in almost perfectly with the typ1-
cal}7 Arab crime. 

I am glad to hear that Vi~gini and the children ar 
well; so are Farnie and our children. We have been seeing 
a good bit of your sist rand her two children . In fact, 
they have become the playmates of Nathania and Gaby . 

With all good wishes to you and with kindest regards from 
Fannie and myself, I am 

As ever, sincerely yours, 

~ 

EN/HT 



DR. HENRY J. BERKOWITZ 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

NINETEENTH AND P"LANDERS 

PORTLAND.OREGON 

Dr. Abba Hillel ~ ilver, 
rrhe Temple, 
E. 105th St. and Ansel ~oad, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba: 

February 13, 1935. 

Your column in the Sunday Jewish aily Bulletin 
is the thing I turn to first. You always have something 
significant to say. 

. ,,l.., _J..) .r3 . 

I Jish to ask a "shailahn on your article
1 

of 
February 10th entitled 11 The Lesson", in which you denounce 
1 ru tionalism in your most effective style. I"'y question is 
this: Sharin as I do your hatred of :3uper-nationalism, 
how is one to harmonize resur~ent Jewish ". ationalism 
therewith? You say correctly, " Super-nationalism is 
definitely provincializing the individual. Instead of 
liftin him to an outlook of ,orld citizenship it is 
sharply restricting him i n tellectually and emotionally to 
his own little c rner. Modern 1 .ationalism is definitely 
hettoizing t he individual." ant is no t be used a s an 

argument against Jewish 1 ationalis ? 

I ask t his question a s one whose thinkin has 
turned very s trongly toward ~ ale s tine and cultural 
Nationalism. _et I have been greatly troubled by the 
conflict which the above question sets forth. I therefore 
ask sympathetically, and not critically, that you help 
clarify my think1n6 on t nis important point. om the 
pulpit I have stormed against the threat of intense 
Tationalism, feeling at the same time that we Jews may 

be bitten by some of the same virus. 

I will a 'J...)reciate it if you talce bhe time to 
drop me a line on this subject. r eanwhile, let me tell 
you again how I enjoy contact iith yourmind t hrough t he 
illedium of your splendid writin s. 

aith:t\tlly your friend, 

HJB :GL 



Dr. H nr J. B~r it3, 
Con e ~tion th I 
Nineteen and 1 ra, 
Portland, Or gon. 
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171 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 
IIXltCUTIVlt COMMITTl!II 

P'OllMIIII PllllSIDltNTa 

SOL. M . STROOCK, CHAIRMAN 

Nl!.W YORK, N, Y, 

MAYER SULZBERGER, 1908-1912. 

LOUIS MARSHALL, 1912-1929 

CYRU8 ADLER, 
JAMES H. BECKER, 
DAVID M. BRESSLER . 
FRED M. BUTZEL, 
JAMES DAVIS, 
ABRAM I. ELKU8, 
ELI FRANK, 

Ol'PICIIU 

CYRUS ADLER, PRUIDIINT 

HAROLD HIR8CH, 
HENRY ITTLESON, 
LOUIS E. KIRSTEIN, 
ALBERT D. LASKER, 
FRED LAZARUS, JR., 
IRVING LEHMAN, ABRAM I. ELKUS, HONORARY VICE-PRll&IDIIN1 

IRVING LEHMAN, V1c11-PR11a1Dl!NT 

LOUISE. KIRSTEIN, VICE-PRIISIDltNT 

SAMUEL D. LEIDE8DORF, TRIIAaURER 

MORRl8 D. WALDMAN 

811CRltTAllY 

HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN 
AaatSTANT ■IICllaTAllY 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

February 27, 1935 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, 
JAMES MARSHALL, 
JULIUS L. MEIER, 
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, 
A. C. RATSHESKY, 
MILTON ROSENAU, 
JAMES N. RO■ENBERG, 
SAMUELi. RO&ENMAN, 
LESSING J. ROSENWALD, 
RALPH J. SCHWARZ, 
HORACE STERN, 
ROGER W. STRAUS, 
LEWIS L. STRAUSS, 
FELIX M. WARBURG. 
MORRIii WOLF, 

I read your article on Brotherhood 1.Jay in 
last Qunday's Jewish Daily Bulletin am was very muc 
gr tified to learn how whole-heartedly you endorse it. 
Confidentially this project w s conceived by the edu­
cational dep~xtment of The American Je ish Committee. 
For the past two years it has been largely supported nd 
directed by t' t depertment. 

Brotherhood Day v.rus planned as an event around 
w ch a great deal of educ tional ctivity could be cryst 
lized in the direction of immunizing the minds of lmeric 
against 11 forms of group hostility. 

This activity is one of may e ca:rry on,of hich 
the public • s U11a ,are. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Bd. 
Clevelend, Ohio 

MD : . iS 

Sincerely yours, 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
CHICAGO, ILL . 

NEW YORK, N . Y . 
DETROIT, MICH . 

CHICAGO, ILL . 
NIIW YORK, N. Y. 

BALTIMORE, MD. 
ATLANTA, GA . 

NEW YORK, N, Y . 
BOSTON, MAS •. 

CHICAGO, ILL . 
COLUMBUII, OHIO 
NEW YORK, N . Y . 
NEW YORK, N. Y . 
NEW YORK, N. Y . 
PORTLAND, ORE . 

NEW YORK, N. Y . 
BOSTON, MASS . 
BOSTON , MASS . 

NIIW YORK, N. Y. 
NIIW YORK, N . Y. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA . 
NltW ORLEANS, LA , 
PHILADELPHIA, PA . 

NEW YORK, N. Y , 
NltW YORK, N. Y. 

NEW YORK, N. Y . 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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The Community Temple seeks to re-assert and vitalize a fundamental ideal of Israel : -
" Ewry man shall gillf (to th, T,mpl,) according as h, is a/Ju, according to th, 

hl,uing of th, Lord thy God which h, hath giv,n th,1."---D1Mt1ro11orny 16:17 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES AND 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 

COVENTRY SCHOOL BUILDING 
Cov~ntry ot Euclid H~ishts Blvd. 

1 

1 J 



r . Joe~ph Kr au ~ r, 
4715 ?ul. ski Av . , 
P::dla. l!1h • • 

1Y 

writL.· 
the t 

~ • ., C 

fr m 
t t holl 
ju1.: t, 

• 

ur t t s in 
, ove ot 
i tiot ". 
t to it 
rt· r.t , t tnis 
ur eo·µl• 
si uation. 

l l th 11 eoo·i wish , ·-·-i yo· 1a !n 
for • ·r ti,ou · tf lw s in r · til1 I r 1n 

V ry cor 1 lly your, 

: K 



MRS . JOSEPH KRAUSKOPF 

4715 PULASKI AVENUE 

PHILADELPHIA . PENNA . 
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MRS . JOSEPH KRAUSKOPF 

4715 PULASKI AVENUE 

HILAOELPHIA , PENNA . 
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JEVYIStI DAILY FORVVARD 
~ rldsk9estjewisl)'Da~ 

175 EAST BROADWAY 

NEWYORK Feb. 1,.., 19:Z:6 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, o. 

Dea.r Dr. Silv r: 

I just read your statement "No Liquid ion" a 
printed in th la~t i ssue of the Anti-T zi Economic 
Bull tin. I canno t ell you ho oleased I am to 
know that m of your tanding Rno influence is 
re dy to tak th tana you do. For th 1 ~t 4 or 5 
month I have been s&ying exactly the ame thin 
V¥ith not much effect, for the r af-on th t 
Soci li~t and e necially 8 a former BundiR , I am 
not .. up110s d to a p roach the J e ish nroblem from the 
prooer a g:le. I am not sure that you ill enjoy ein 
in my comp ny on this ue tion , t I enjoy bein ·~ i 
yours. 

B. C.Vladeck-fS 

BC J.U 
1'646 

Very truly youra, 
J :VI SH ILY FOR\\ARD 

,.. 

•.. J 
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