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October Pirst, 1925

Dr. A. H, Priedland,

Cleveland Hebrew School and Institute,
2491 BEast 56th Stroeet,

Cleveland, COhio.

My dear Dr. Friedland,

It has been brought to our attention
that the Cleveland Hebrew School amd Institute hase
opened another branch of its School at iast 146th
Street and Kinsman Road., May I remind you of the
decision of our Board, that no agenoy is to under-
teke expension without firat sutmitting its project
to the Board, We understand further, that the
Talmud Toreh is contemplating the purchase of
schools in Mt.Pleasant and on the Heights. This
matter, too, ought to be discussed by the Board
in order to make provision.

With kindest regards, permit me to

remain

Very sincerely yours




A. SIMON
634 East 11565th St.
Fhone: Ed 'y 3153=J
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Nov. 14,

Rabbi A. H. Silver, Pres.
Bureau of Jewish ¥Wducation,
Cleveland, Ohio

My Desr Rabbi Silver:

Kindly submit, at tomorrow's meeting,
my resignation from the Board of Jewish “ducation. At last
week's elections I resigned from the Talmad Torah Board, and

I do not believe I have a right to remain on your board because

I was originally elected as a Talmud Torah Board Member.

Furthermore, things heve come to such
a stage at the Talmud Torah, that no Jew, honest with himself
and the people, has a ri~ht to allow pecople to think that he is

resoonsible for its management, or rather its mismanagement.

A{l‘jz /u.,mf ,9/The whole affalir is managed by two or three peonle,

nd the Board of Directors has no say
belief of the entire comxsunity.
by these two peonle.

a2t all; contrar, to the
Even the election was conducted

I wis compelled not to accent the office
of Vice President of the 1loud

I 4o not think I ecould help in an
I mean to change the financial

orah for the comin ear because
way under the resent nagsenent;
a8 well as thé educntional nolicies.

Dear Rabbi, if you want me to explain to
you everything in Jetail, I will be glad to do it at your request,
and submit a memorandum,

espectfully yours,

(SIGNED BY) A. SIMON
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TAKEN FROM
THE JEGISH REVIE# AND QBSERVER
June 3, 1932

Dr. As H, Priedland, Bdvcational Director ofthe Hebrew Schools of Cleveland,
spoke of Rabbi Silver's contridbution to the sducational li‘e of the city, He cald:

“You will all agree with me th t ian his personality and major sctivities Rabbi
Silver reurecents in our community o foree which is vre-eminently education. This
countribution is & threefold one. First und foremost comes the zenersl, subtle but
ver, pervasive influence exercised by Rabui Silver through his weelkly lectures., fhe
public discourses, carefully thousht out, thoroughly planaed and o repared zud 8o
masterfully delivered by RaLbi Sillver durings the 1 st fifteen years before audiences
ranging from a thousand to two thousand, represent in themselves an invaluable
educutional contribution,

"For none h:s ever listened to Rabi i Silver but h.s listened ~rofit Dbly. One
may huve corried away with him a sener und more b lanced attitu'e to life, ancther
a more inteiligent orientation in some dominunt roblem of the day, a third muy owe
to him many en emulable czample of clear thinkin. and effective expression, a “ourth,
a spiritual awakening or an esthetic realization, all alike were sure $o h.ve bLeen
exposed to a Lr.cing and lavigorating influence. Yor there is somethin very
resilient und triumphant in the veory circunstance of Raobi Silverts nersonzlity and
cenius,

"A second contribution to the educstional life of Gur com unity Rab i Silver
mude torugh his religious schogl,  The relizious schosl of The Temvle i not ounly
one of the lurg-et relizious schools in the country, dut 1- in many respects a
ploneering inst tution, I shixl) enly mention one fauct 4n comnection witi: the
religious school, namely, the introduction of Hebrew ints ite curriculum. Some
years ogo it would hive been @ nther delicate cubjsct to touch wupon, dut now I
hope it can be told with immwmity. Rauol Silver h. s ever b-en a Hebrew scholar
and a lover of our beautiful old new lunsuase, And 1 know how mae- ionately he had
dreamed some d.y to be able to $each our holy and beautiful tongue to the children
of hls own Temple. Yet == and here one reveals the uncanny sense of nerepective in
place and time, s ch racteristic of Rabbi Silver, and so often misunier-tond or
wilfully mierepresented oy some of hi= wouldebe erities. Some of our friends among
the intellectuals cuunot Torgive Rabbi Silver for the fnet that he has never blua lered,
never drifted through 1i7e but h.salways steered .. self-coatrolled, self=disci-1ined
cu.reer, -8 thougi. there were virtue in plunging reckle sly into nuirotie ventures
or brandishing idle gestures which sre certuin to end in frustration. And so even
on this cherished suuject of Heurew Raubi 3ilver refused to nlun-e rrem turely and
fanotically, but rother chose to uide his time. He waited wisely and patieatly
until hie consregution /rew un to a fuller arpreciction of the spiritu.l and
inteilectu.l values imbedded in Hebrew, he walted until he . .ined the un nmestioning
confidence of his constituengy == waited seven or eight lons yeurs. And today The
Temple #m enjoys one of the fineet Hebrew departments in the country.

/ "Bat it 1s o Fresident of the Burewsu of Jewish Wducution that Rabbi Silver
hug rendered tie most tangivle and most im ressive service to the Jewish children of
Clevelind., Rabbi Silver with the hely of .. number of 'ederuti n leaders brought
about the orguization of the Bureau of Jewish Rducation of our cit.. He v-came its

resicent, whiech office he 1- still holding.

v "Who sald that favbi Silver never championed an wapopular cause Wh , Havui Silver
ans espoused the cause of Jewigh educction, at the time the most unpopular couse in the
city of Cleveland. He has sponsored it irrespective of whether it was popular or

uapopular,”




A PRINCIPAL TAKES HIMSELF TO ACCOUNT
~WHITHER?

A STUDY
by
ISRAEL KONOVITZ
Principal, Downtown Talmud Torah,
New York City
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INTRODUCTIOSR

by

SANSON BENDERLY

The study presented by Mr. ¥onowitz is unique.
Mr. Konowitz, who is now a man of about sixty, has devoted
his entire life to the prroblem of Jewish Education. I
first met him about twenty-four years ago in July, 1910,
when he was principal of the Shaare Shomayim Talmud Torah
on the East Side. I was attracted to him then by the
fact that amidst the disorder that prevailed in most of
the Talmud Torahs at that time, I found his school, though
small and in poor quarters, being conducted in orderly fashion
and with a zeal worthy of greater encouragement than he was
receiving. All the years that I have known Mie Konowitz,
both during the time he was connected with the Bureau of
Jewish Education and since, he has shown the happy faculty of
cambining great interest in details with a larger view en-
compassing the problem of Jewish educations It is this
quality that made it possible for him to produce the follow-
ing study. Mr. Konowitz has been principal of the Downtown
Talmué Torah for more than twenty years and ir this study he L

———

has attempted to give an intimate picture of the school dur-

ing his struggles for its betterment for the past ten years.

As stated above, this study is unique. ELven a super-

ficial perusal of the contents will convince one of thise I




know of no other Talmud Torah, particularly of the size of

the Downtown Talmud Torah, in which records have been so
carefully kept for so long a period as to make such a study
possible, nor do I know of any other Talmud Torah principal

who has the interest, patience, and the capacity for such a

StUdy.

A number of the conclusions reached by Mr. Konowitz are
by now common knowledge among those interested in the problem
of Jewish educatione The value of the conclusions therefore

lies mainly in the fact that they are based on actual records

accummulated in one of the largest Talmud Torahs in the
country and one that is located in a neighborhood which is

the ideal milieu for & Talmud Torah - the East Side of New

Yorke This study is a contradiction to the prevalent belief

that a Talmud Torah cannot be conducted in an orderly and
modern way with a planned curriculum, a carefully worked out

set of records and a fully developed series of extra-curricu-

lar activitiese A glance through these statistical tables, the

list of extra curricular activities on pages 68 and 69, and the

comments made by Mr. Konowitz in introducing the various parts

of his study will convince one that a Talmud Torah can also be

& modern school.

It is not my desire to reproduce in this introductory

note many of the facts brought out in this study. I shall

merely call the attention of the reader to those that are

most outstanding;

_i
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(1) The study shows that about 70% of the pupils, even in |

L
such a well organized school as the Downtown Talmud
Torah, are found in the classes of the first three
yearse .
. ! ,,//
(2) That the annual turnover is still very great so >

that the majority of those attending the Talmud
Torah do not have the opportunity of remaining for
three years.

(3) That the summer is playing havoc even with a well
organized school, with the result that the actual
annual attendance of many of the pupils does not
cover a period of more than nine monthse

(4) That girls, who up to twenty-five years ago were
practically excluded from Jewish schools, not only
form today o substantial part of the reszister but
are showing more interest, greater devotion and
even better scholarship than the boyse

(5) In view of these facts, Mr. Konowitz feels that the
time has come for & more realistic eurriculum for a
Talmud Torah. He believes that the ideal set up
twenty years ago for a seven-year course is not
practical and cannot be attained. It would be

better to have a four-yecar curriculum for the great Lo

majority of the children, this curriculum to be of

g an elementary and functional character, and an ad-

ditional three-year curriculum of a socmewhat more
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advanced character for those few who manage to
camplete the more elementary courses
(6) Mr. Konowitz has came to the conclusion that
the main responsibility for the finmaneial sup=
port of Jewish education ought to be placed
upon the parents. In the section dealing with
this phase of the study, the historian of Jewish
education will find an interesting picture of
the havoe to Jewish education caused by the
depression, the general desertion of Jewish
education by the layman, and the turmoil in the
heart of a sensitive prineipal who saw his life
work threatened by destruction, The student of
the economic phase of the Jewish educational
problem will find in this section an intereste
ing table (page 79) showing how, when

Mr. Konowitz saw his institution threatened, he

evolved all kinds of ingenuities and cambinae-

tions to safeguard its economic stability.

This study should prove a stimulus to the younger men in
Jewish education and should prove to them the great value of

accurate records and their intelligent interpretation.

To Mr. Konowitz I wish many more years of service and an

opportunity to continue his studies along the lines he has so

well started,
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