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OotQber Plrat, 1925 

»r. ~. B. Frledlam., 
CleTeland Hebrew School ·Di lnat1tute, 
2411 .Baat 66th Street, 
Ole•elend, Ohio. 

d•ar Dr. Friedland, 

It baa been bro t to our attention 
that the Cleveland H brdlt' School an.d Institute base 
opsed &11other branch ot lt• ohool at :Bat 14-6tll 
Street am Kln811a11 Road. I ran lid J'OU ot the 
deals loa ot our rd• tbat no la to ad r-
take npanalon lthout, tint aulaltt111g lta proJeot 
to the o rd. um rst d u.rt r, that the 
!allnd Torah la oontempla.tl th purchaae ot 
aohool• 1D t.Ple nt and on the He hta. fhia 
matter, too, ought to be dl10 • d by the Board. 
ln order tom p:rov1s1on. 

1th k1Dde t r • rda, pena1t me to 
ramala 

Very alnoerely yours 
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INTRODUCTION ---------
by 

S.AKSON BEFDERLY 

The study preser:.ted by kr. Konowitz is unique. 

Mr. Konowitz, who is now a man of about sixty, has devoted 

his entire life to the problem of Jewish Education. I 

first met him about twenty-four years a~o in July, 1910, 

when he was principal of the Shaare Shomayim Talmud Torah 

on the East Side. I was attracted to him then by the 

fact that amidst the disorder that prevailed in most of 

the Talmud Torahs at that time, I found his school, though 

small and in poor quarters, beine conductoc1 in orderly fashion 

and with a zeal worthy of greater en oura )e...~cnt than he was 

receiving. All the years that I hav0 lmoi1n Mr . Konowi tz, 

both during the time he uas connected with the · reau of 

Jewish Education and since, he has shown the happy faculty of 

ccmbining great interest in details with a l'lrger view en

compassing the problem of Jewish education. It is this 

quality that made it :poc:•sible for him to produce the follow

ing study. Mr. Konowitz has been princip3l oft e Do ntown 

Talmud Torah for more than twenty years and in this study he ~ --
has attempted to give an intimate picture of the school dur

ing his struggles for its betterment for the past ten years. 

As stated above, this study is unique. Even a super

ficial perusal of the contonts Tiill convince one of this, I 
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know of no other Talmud Torah, particularly of the size of 

the Downtown Talmud Torah, in which records have been so 

carefully kept for so long a period as to make such a study 

possible, nor do I know of any other Talmud Torah principal 

who has the interest, patience, and the capacity for such a 
study. 

A number of the conclusions reached by ~u- . Konowi tz are 

by now connnon knowledge among those interested in the problem 

of Jewish education. The value of the conclusions therefore 

lies mainly in the fact that they are based on actual records 

accummulated in one of the largest Talmud Torahs in the 

country and one that is located in a neighborhood which is 

the ideal milieu for a Talmud To ah - the East Side of New 

York. This study is a contradiction to the prevalent belief 

that a Talmud Torah cannot be conducted in an orderly and 

modern way with a planned curriculum, a carefully worked out 

set of re ords and a fully developed series of extra-curricu

lar activities . A glance through these statistical tables, the 

list of extra curricular activities on pages 68 and 69, and the 

comments made by 1,1:r . Konowi tz in introducin~ the various parts 

of his study will convince one that a Talmud Torah can also be 
modern school. 

It is not my desire to reproduce in this introductory 

note many of the facts brought out in this study. I shall 

merely call the attention of the reader to those that are 
most outst ding: 
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(1) The study shows that about 70% of the pupiln, even in l,,.,

such a well orfsnnized school as the Downtown Talmud 

Torah, are found in the classes of the first three 

years. 

(2) That the annual turnover is still very [Teat so 

that the majority of those attending the Talmud 

Torah do not have the opportunity of re~aining for 

three years. 

(3) That the sUlnmer is playing havoc even with a well 

organized school, with the result that the actual 

annual attendance of many of the pupils does not 

cover a period of more than nine months. 

(4) That girls, who up to twenty-five ye · rs a~o were 

practically excluded from Juwish schools, not only 

form today ~. substantial part of the rer-;ister but 

a.re showing more interest, greater devotion and 

even better scholarship than the boys. 

(5) In view of these facts, Mr. Konowitz feels that the 

time has come for a more realistic curriculum for a 

Talmud Torah. He believes that the ideal set up 

twunty years ago for a suven-year col se is not 

practical and cannot be • ttained. It wm1ld be 

better to have a four-yoar curriculum. for the eat ~ 

majority of the children, this curricultnn to be of 

an elementary and functional character, and an ad-

ditional three-year curriculum of a same~hat more 
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advanced character for those few who mana e to 

complete the more elementary course. 

(o) Mr. Konowitz has cane to the conclusion t~at 

the main responsibility for the financial sup

port of Je.vish education ought to be placed 

upon the parents. In the section dealing with 

this phase of the study, the histor inn of Jewish 

education will find an interesting picture of 

the havoc to J~wish education caused by the 

depression, the general desertion of Jewish 

education by the layman, and the turmoil in the 

heart of a sensitive principal who saw his life 

work threatened by destruction. 'Ihe student of 

the economic phase of the Jewish educational 

problem will find in this section an inter·est

ing table (page ?9) showing how, uhen 

Mr . Konowitz saw his institution threatened, he 

evolved all kinds of ingenuities and ccn•bina

tions to safe ard its economic stability. 

This study should prove a stimulus to the younger men in 

Jewish education and should prove to them the great value of 

accurate records and their intelligent interpretation. 

To I\:r . Konowi tz I wish many more years of service and an 

opportunity to continue his studies along the lines he has so 

well started. 
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