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L TH.ODUC'l'ORY l O'.CS 

Tho "'Cction on"Su11Iri~llJ' '\nc. hcco~mnemla .lon,.. 11 prosenet)1l 
here.nth ,leal wi.th those a.spoctn oi.' th.J el le tional sitw.tion 
which a.re rcgr;.r ed as importa.nt from th J viowpoint of forn llL- tirn~ 
ti publ i.c or communal policy in h:.. natter of Jowi.sh educa ionn.l 
:mrk in Clovelan • The1·e havn boon inc .. lu1lod sev ral soctionr; 
from thu 1936 Now York J01Jris 1 ..!.iducation Study (m'lclo by I . B. 
Berkson) ·1,.ich treo.t of sane o th, ·;cm al protle.1s involved . 

Poda.e;og::i.co.l questions of o. techni" 1 nature aro ot 
doo.l t ui t!1 in -tho sumr:m.ry but ma.te :r.·ial d. th rofe 0nc0 to such 
que:;tion -:; vrill bo found in the dei ail ... cl n rvoy which e;.i.voe thu 
factual atn on which tho s111:rria1y in ,)ar;od . 'fho dotailed s11rve:r 
j_::; in0orporo.1. ocl in a ap cial volrn:10 • n< inclidoa tho following 
chn.ptora: 

,Jo·.vish Chil 1 Pont lu ,ion 
VE.,ri' tion··· in Enrollment 
Social Ba.ck ro net of Hor.lt) s '.Lol S 1pply Pupils 

for the J0vrish School~· 
_; chiovor.1.-J.ilt anrl Lenr th 01' Stay 
"t'onchcrs 
~o· ch rs ' S luries 
Co rsrJ o ., St-i.1dy, Intonait , of I st 1.eti on an(l Prop-rn1'l 

Ji'inancos 
~xi.on of Jmnsh Educution 
Bu'ldines 
Tho ur0au of J <.n'.dsh Ed cr1 vi0n 

In connoctio:n with this '>U voy, lso, there has boen p1·0 arod 
a stucy of t:r·td Hl.tos f r om Jevrlsh schoolr, notin[~ their reo.c io 1:: vO their 
J ,wish 0 1tcn.tio1, prosent JuJiGh uffiliation~ n.:nd attitudes . A ropo t 
of he sL1J.y of ,:,rad:1ato .. •rill bo m1bmittod as s pploment to ·his 
s .lJTII'.l Y• 



STATUS OF JE'fJSH EDUCATION I N CLEVELAND --1 93 6 

I. II. II Ill, IV. V. VI. VII, VIII, IX. X. Xl. XII, XIII . u V. 

Distribution of Register According No.of Number of Pupils Number of Teachers No. of Classes Distributed as t o No. 0 1 Pupl.J.s vistn- Tot al 1 ' I No . o,•11---~P'--'e"-'r'-r"-"-Ca n.,_,i,.,,t;!!ac..,.....:_-1,e----.!.P--"h'-'-"-vs1:.,·c,.,·•!j:....i,;Ac~c~o!!!111M!!.:-~o,:;doa!.:t~ic::o:!.!n~s~ 

I f-~t:::0 T. ll:.:o~-~of-f..:S=-;•;-=•:::8 =,i0::.:ll::.:BTP:::ar::,-:'l:.:a?ak7""-;;;:;:.::-rlrR"-•~llisi""it;-"e7t-,~•;:ee::""':':.i~n:-t--;;-:-:o::n:-r.R:;i•i-='"~is.::.tarr~r:-rlr.;"~efek~dar~'Y=-+~O~n~a-:c'Dra~LY~a...:'l~e~e~k'.:-rll---r-.a=-...-,.--..::-s~e~e~s;.:i :;on~s~P..:;e:.:r,c'l~e~e;:k:......,=:CT"~~r-ll-;b;.ut~e:_::II ~a~s ::,t;o~D~eparh.;1m;;en;:.t;sMI iduca t i onal Toto.I Tuiti on Local Community Total r ree Total '·' eek1 One ~ 0 . 0 ~ NO . 0: Rat-

_c_o_d_e_N_o _. -11---N_a_m_e __ o_r __ s_c_h_o_ o_l-f __ T_yp_e_o_r_s_c_h_o_o_l+--l-+-2---J..:_-3_+---♦ -1---' e--T_o_ta_tl--ll- -·l-9_2_3_!1-s-e_s_s_i_on--ll--B-oy_s l Gir~ ._ Tota~ - Male Fem, Yale Fem, Total l Day 2 Day J Day ,. uay ·.5 Day Totu .,L~~~ CoJ.J., _T_o_ta.1._ 11-_sa_l_a_r_i_s_s ---+ _~xp_ e_n_di_tu_r_e-'-_I_n_c_o_m_a_
7
1 __ 1n_c_om_ e_ l-s-ub_s_i_d_y---J'e---I-nc_om_e_ .._P_u_p_i _l,-ll--s-c_ho_o_l---J--_D_a_y ~ Da~ Rooms Seats Type of Building i ng 

•1 Templa 5,8, 689 45 99 - - 833 1,025 38 39.5 438 833 2 6 12 32 44 37 4 6 - - 47 720 95 18 833 ' l J ,411.00 $ 14 0111,00(3) -- 1-1114,lll ,OO -- ~14,111,00 O 16 .94 12 . 26 6 . 04 32 700 A l Kuc lid Avenue Temple 
Temple Tifereth Israel 
Comnwiity Temple 

2 
3 
4 

• " " 832 140 - - - 972 1,022 38 467 505 972 l 7 17 34 51 38 9 - l - 48 799 134 39 972 15 ,100 . 00 20,580,00 -- 20 , 580,00 I - - 20 , 580.00 o 15.53• 31 750 

I " " " 472 - - - - 472 # 38 2o6 266 472 - • 3 22 25 25 - - - - 25 440 3
9
2 - 472 11:2, 375,00 Ji:2,500,00 El,500. 00 Ji:l,000,00 -- 2, 500.00 6 ;, , 30 5 , 30 18 470 

Spec ,Sch .Bldg . A 
A 
B 
A 
A 
D 

5 
6 

The B' na i Yeehurwi Temple 
Jewish Center 
l!vai Zedek 

, " " " 500 125 - - - 625 420 38 315 310 625 l 4 15 28 43 42 - 8 - - 50 519 8 17 625 4, 237.00 4 , 23 7,00 -- 4, 237.00 I -- 4 , 237 , 00 o 6 , 78 -- 27 800 
1 

" " • 709 - - - - 709 1,0001 32 283 426 709 - - 10 16 26 28 - - - - 28 58 9 75 45 709 2, 300.00 2,700.00 -- 2,700.~ I -- 2 , 100. 00 o 3.81 3 , 81 16 480 

Cong, "• 112 - - - - 112 =-~~~36~➔-~54 I 58 ,= 112 - - - 5 5 5 - - - - 5 112 - - 112 360,00 360,00 None J 360.00 J -- 360 ,00 E 10 J . 21 3 . 21 5 1125 

" " 

" " 

B 
B l 

2 
3 
4 
5 

C -
C 1 

2 
3 
4 

D 

5 
6 
7 

l 
la 
lb 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

E --

F l 

G 

2 

l 
2 

Total f or A Schools 

Council Reli gi ous Schools 
, lit, Pleasant 

55th St. Branch 
Lakeview Branch 
Columbia Branch 
Lake Shore Jewish Center 

Total for B Sc hools 

& Inst. 

Com. 
• 
" • 
" 
• 

s.s. 
• • . " 
" . 
lt ti 

" " 

3,314 310 99 

Cl eve land Hebrew Sc hool 
J ewi sh Cant er Branch 
Columbia Branch 

j co:• 'lleek~y 

Lakevi ew Branch 
Ki nsman Branch 
Mt. Pl easant Br anc h 
Ri c koff Branch 
Hebr ew Teachers I nst itute 

Total f or C Scho ols 

Yeshivah Ada.th B' nai I srael 
Nvai Zedek Branch 
\'loodland Branch 
Sherith Ya.akov 
Oheb Zedek 
Kinsman Jewish Center 
Heights Ortho dox Cong. 
Sho1'll'ei Hadath Cong , 
B' nai Israe l Con,; . 
Kenee eth Israel Cong . 
Beth rlamidrosh An she Galicia 

Total fo r D Sc hools 

Youn& I sr ael Paroc hial 

Worlcmen•s Ci rc le School dl 
~ " It d2 

Tota l for F Schools 

Bellefai r e Orphan Home 
Orthodox J ewi sh Or~han Home 

Tota l f or G Sc hools 

GRAND 'lt)TAL 

.. 
" 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
" 
" 

Cong, \feekday . " 
• H 

0 H 

• • . " 
" . 
" . . " . " 

54 

- 54 

154 
80 

51 
55 

346 

Parochial '.leekila• 

Yiddiah 'leekday 
II II 

Inati t1ttion 
• 

36 4() 

36 69 40 

4,517 433 139 

121 
145 
180 

86 
67 
63 

662 

105 

21 

126 

80 

Bo 

41 

41 

909 

- 3,723 

8 21 

821 

121 
145 
180 

86 
67 
63 
54 

- 716 

210 

22 
28 
90 
27 
40 

20 
75 

337 

28 
265 
107 

40 
57 
75 
15 

512 984 

18 18 

118 ll8) 
- 80) 

118 198 

- 14 -
41 

186 

648 6,646 

-
( 1) To tal actual number of t eachers, some teach both in Sunday and Weekday dept ■, 

((3
2l) Tota l doea not add up to sum of subdiviaione, because of rearrangement ot classea in aome 

Ooea not include ph ysi cal upkeep. 

( 4 Includes als o part of salary nf director of Bureau, charged to educational aupervi ■ion 
of the Cl evelan d Hebrew School and Institute 

/I Not in existence 
E Estimated 

3,467 

IQ~ 
1,116 

1,116 

2 ,181 
521 

115 

287 

2,181 

290 

1/o 

i 
125 

tf 
100 

665 

=--·-

90 

90 

310 
35 

345 

7,864 
• I 

Vest r y Ro ome 

37 1,720 2,003 3,723 4 17 57 137 194 17.5 lJ 14 l - 203 [3,179 425 119 3 ,723 37 ,783,00 44,488.00 1 , 500 .00 42 , 988. oo ' 
I 

16 "7.10. 14* 
11, 94 

129 3, 32, 

38 

36 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

44 

50 

49 
49 
44 
46 
38 

52 

47 

52 

42 
42 

42 

38 
52 

45 

)61 

63 
e1 

148 
45 
28 
38 
15 

418 

337 

23 
149 

62 
30i 
26 
50E 
751 

9 

60 
36 

96 

87 
28 

115 

460 

460 

58 
64 
32 
41 
39 
25 
39 

298 

5 
116 

45 
lOE 
31 
25E 

232 

9 

58 
44 

102 

58 
lJ 

71 

821 

821 

121 
145 
180 

86 
6 7 
63 
54 

716 

337 

28 
265 
107 

40 
57 
75 
75 

984 

18 

118 
80 

198 

145 
41 

186 

3,471 3,175 6,646 

l 
2 
2 

l 
4 

2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
l 

10 14 

8 

2 
4 
2 

l 
2 

l 

l 
l 

2 

2 
2 

4 

l 

l 

l 

40 33 

5 

5 

1 

7 

21 

21 

8 
8 

3 
6 

25 

1-------jf----- f--

2 

2 

3 
4 
5 
3 
3 
2 
4 

24 

8 

2 
15 
10· 

l 
3 
6 
2 

47 

2 

l 
1 

2 

2 
2 

4 

71 183 299(1 

* Based on educational salaries only. 
.. Based on total expenditure■ unless otherwise indicated, 

43 

43 

26 
8 

3 

37 

2 

2 

257 

2 

2 

l 

5 2 

5 2 

20 17 

7 
8 
8 
6 
5 
4 
4 

42 

5 

8 

4 

4 

6 

6 

66 

12 

4 

4 
3 

5 

2 

5 

5 

35 

7 
8 
8 
8 
5 
4 
4 

44 

17 

2 

5 
4 

9 

9 
6 

15 

771 50 821 3 , 260.00 5 ,180. 21 238 .14 5 , 550 . 00 6 , 137 . 63 11:100 I 6 . 31 -- 0 , 31 25 743 
Rai ted RmsSµc .Sch .fild. c 
Synagop:ue Bldg. I C 
Rm.Pri vo.t• House C 

.. ,, ,, C 

Rms.in Center B 

- ~==-:--...... - t--==*====:===l===:===l=====:p==';:=::=l==c==:===':':"=l==;=====~l===#===;;==~p===;=;;===#==-;=l,.:===c~========k~= 
771 50 - 821 3, 260,00 5,180, 21 349.49 238 ,14 5 , 550,00 6 , 137 , 63 E700 6 . 31 6 . 31 25 743 BdC 

121 -
145 -
180 -

73 13 
6 7 -
63 -

- 54 

176 
105 

22 
28 

225 
107 

40 
51 
75 
75 

18 

118 
80 

198 

145 
41 

186 

32 

9 

41 31 

-

121 
145 
180 

86 
6 7 
63 
5 4 

716 

210 
105 

22 
28 

26 5 
107 

.-.o 
51 
75 
75 

984 

18 

118 
80 

198 

145 
41 

186 I 

1,750,00 
1, 776,00 
3,1 30. 00 
1,446. 00 

J50.00 
4JO,OO 

2, 6 75. 00 

7 , 116 . 00 

I 750 ,00 
2 , 337.00 

n,480.00 
El,400 ,00 

245 .00 

13 , 328 . 00 

l ,000 ,00 

1, 980.00 
1 , 500. 00 

3,4eo.oo 

1 ,035 . 00 
2,250.00 

3 , 285. 00 

4 ,611.00 
5,728,95 
6 , 247,30 
8 , 726.12 
4,048 .56 
2,66 7.90 
2 ,447.68 
3 ,743 ,02 

l 0 , 811,88 

E 750.00 
2 ,821.00 

El ,480 . 00 
11,400 . 00 

350,00 

17 ,612. 8 8 

1 , 180.00 

!i: 2 , 500 ,00 
1 2,000. 00 

4, 500,00 

1 ,060.00 
2.250.00 

3, 310.00 

l ,438,80 
1 , 334. 28 
1,76 2, 52 

347. 36 
223 .00 
361 . 25 
240 .81 

I l, 717.07 3 , 215. 51 
1, 866 , 32 1 2 , GJ3 .48 
2, 645 , 79 3, 992 . 50 
1 , 548 . 83 2 , 028 . 94 

823 , 35 1 , 510.35 
694. 28 1 , 666 . 85 
651, 84 1 1, 191. 57 

6 , 371,38 
6 , 004 . 08 
8 , 400 . 81 
3 , 925 . 13 
2, 556 . 70 
, , 9.u . 38 
2 ,084.22 

5 ,708 ,02 10,147,48 16 ,409 ,ZU 32 , 264 . 7( 

43 , 
42 
61 
50 
48 
33 
35 

312 

2 ,717. 25 6 , 244, 16 8 , 961, 41 i E200 

E 150.~ I 

I 600,00 
11,400.00 

18 ,00 

600 . 00 
2,821.00 
I 880,00 

332.00 

-- I 
I 

750,00 
2 , 821.001 

11,480.00 
11 ,400 .00 

350.00 

4, 885 . 25 l O, B77, 16 -- 1.5 , 7b2 , 4J 

100.00 

800.00 
400 ,00 

350,00 

1, 700.00 
1 ,600 .oo 

1, 200.00 3 , 300.00 

-- 1 , 000.00 
2, 250.00 

2, 250.00 1,060.00 

450 . 00 

2 ,500.00 
2 ,000 . 00 

4, 500. 00 

1,060 , 00 
2 , 250 ,00 

3, 310 .00 

20 I 
6 

48 
3 

51 

0 

58 
57 

115 

145 
41 

186 

3. 97• 

I 

3 
5 
3 
3 
3 
4 

70 
160 

65 
48 
42 

Rented ~ ~5:h.Bl!g. 
Rr.i ,Pri v. House 

It n II 

Spec . Sch.Bldg . 
R!l'ted l\ns.~~ 

ti It 

80 R~ . Priv , Hcuse 

47. 11 · 47 , 77 
23 . 28• 

-- 21 46 5 

32 . 08 32 . 08 

25 , 00 
B. 70 

14.00 
35,00 

6 .15 

25 ,00 --
14" 40 4,60 

35, 00 
- - 6 . 15 

18 , 00 18 . 00 
19.00 19.00 

17 , 57• 

7. J l 
5,50 

- - 7,.Jl 
5. 50 

8 

2 
13 

4 
l 

28 

4 

2 

2 

2 
2 

4 

200 

25 
300 
100 

25 

650 

120 

R'll . Priv.Houe e 

Spec . Sch .Bldg. 
Veet r y Rooms 

Vest r y Rooms 

40 Rooms in Recrea
tional Center 

40 

40 Vestr y Room s 
JO Rm. Priv , Ho uee 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
B 
C 

C 
C 

, c 
C 
C 
C 
C 
I 

C 
C 

8 
C 

38)~ 5,913 .583 150 6,646 78 , 804. 0 0 110.480.62 13,742,76 10,150.78 23 ,019.20 106,912.74 1,657 ll, 85' 
16 .62 

Submitted by I .B. Berkson and Ben Ro sen to J ewish '!Jelfar e FWld 

Sep t emb er 1936 
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TAI 12 OF OHT • I!T S 

Swnmar r Chn.rt - Status of ~Jewish Education in leveland 1936 V 

Part I . 

Pa.rt II. 

Pnrt III . 

Enrollment and ','/ithdrawals 

Enrollment in 1936 - Comparison with Enrollment in 
Previous Years - Changes in Enrollment in Various 
Types of Schools• Analysis of Factors in Chaneos 
of Enrollment - Nithdrawals or Eliminations -
Recommendations on Enrollmont 

Supplement No. 1. The Problem of Attendance nnd 
Withdrawals - From the 1936 New York Jewish Educa
tion Study 

Problems in Educational Policy 

Religion vs. Nutionalism 
Subjects of Study - Congregational vs . Communal 
Organization - Intensive Hebrew Education vs . 
the One Day n Week School 

Relation to Minority Type Schools 
Principles Unclorlying Connnuna.l Support of Schools 
- Application of Princi1les t leveland Situation 

1 - 15 

1 - 11 A. 

1 - 13 

Supplement No. 2. The Probl mo Instruction, Types 12 - 28 
of Schools ;7foii'r5"os of Instruct ion and Teachers -
From tho 1936 Uow: York Jewish Education Study 

The Bureau of Jewish E ucation - Fw1ctions , Orgr-tnization 1 - 21 
and Finances 

Functions of the uroau of Educa·cion 
The Training of Teachers and Other Personnel -
Demonstration or Model School - Extension Edu
cation for Youth - Development and Supply of 
Text Books nd Education Ma.tcrio.la - Standnrds, 
Methods and At ondance - Coordination of Congre
gational Schoolc - Subsidies for aintona.nco of 
Schoola 

Organization of the Bureau 
Director of tho Bureau - Independence of th 
Hebrew School Board 

Finances of tho Buroa.u of Jewish Education and Hebrew 
Schools and Institute 

Income of tho Bureau - Income of the Hebrew Schools ... 
Teachers Salaries in the CleYelnnd Hebrew Schools -
Deficit - Financial ontrol of Subsidiary Organizations 
by the Bur au - Proposed Budget 

Supplement No . 3. Function of the Bureo.u f Jewish Education 
- From the 1936 Rew York Jewish Education Study. 6 - 10 

Each part is numbered separately. Th supplemonts are numbered independentl:· 
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PART I. 

ENROLLMENT Al-ID WITHDRAWALS 

Enrollment in 1936 - Comparison with Enrollment 
in Previous Years - Changes in Enrollment in 
Various Types of Schools - Analysis of Factors 
in Changes of Enrollment - Withdrawals or Elim
inations - Recoil'l!!lendations on Enrollment. 

Supplement _No, 1. The Problem of Attendance and 
Withdrawals - From the 1936 New York Jewish Edu
cation Study. 
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PART I - ENHOLLHENT AITD VUTHDRl~Yv.ALS 

Enrollment i n 193G 

1. In ;_::>,: 1936 , 6 , 64G pupils were report0d as being onrollc.:1d in tho 32 
JeYdsh schoolr: , with 290 teachers . Of thes0 , 6, 913 were of th0 elor:ientury r,rado , 
583 of the Hi,.-ht School , and 150 in college grade . An to tho amourrc of inGtr ,1c •i.,j on., 
4 ., 517 attended onco a week,; 433 t-,,.rico a w0ek; 1;39 - throe times; 909 - four t:i.mos ; 
648 - f j V0 tiJ'lO S • 1

1

he fo l lowing tu.1.Jlo shows the distribution according to varinno 
school typos : 

Cone:rogutional 
Council Roli~ious School s 

Total one-day-a-week schools 

Cleveland T-Iebrcvr Schools a.nd Institute 
Congrego. tional ~ :eek fuy Sc11.ools 
Yeshiva Talmud Torahs 
Orphan _'\·c:,ylums 

Total u {'•co rnoon weel:-d' y sch ol n 

All- duj Schools ("P· roch.··11.1 11 ) 

Yidtlishist Sc hoola 

Total nll cchools 

School s 

G 
5 

11 

7 
G 
3 
2 

18 

l 

2 

32 

Teachers 

24 
39 
8 
4 

'75 

2 

2 

299 

P~il~ 

3, ?23 ( •1-0!)) 
821 

4 , r;14 _(_,.4._0_~...,..)* 

71G 
647 (34G) :t* 
3 '~'1 
186 ( 3G )·;..;., 

-1-,~8~8-l) ( 382)·: , 

10 

* Re eive ud ·:i tional one 01· ·cwo c.la;1 s in f(etJrow instruction d1rln( tho weok . * Receive only one day a wouk instr• ction. 

Thoao fie;urcs do not incl d children at ,on<ling hodo:rs or those 1·c.w0ivinr~ 

private instruc ion., of V{hich lY..iro u.re probuhly still s0voral hundrod . On the 
other hand, there u.re somo cl plications ; cortai childron ·-ttend both weok day nnd 
Sunday school s , thur, hoinc counted twice . 1' kinr; into conside ration theso counter--
bal a.ncin factorr; , th not nttendunce in recorde<l schools may bo placed ut 6, 000, 

and. including hodor nd pri vate instructi on , very rouehl y , at 6,500. 



-

- 2 .. 

2. In terms of pe:rcentace of th0 total nwnbcr of Jei.vi sh children of 

school ago , tho above indica tos a r;ood reocrcl . The totn.l number of Jewish children 

attendi ng e l ementary grade of the public school s in Cl eveland i n 1934 wa. s estimated 

to bo about 10, 600 and the number is most probably no higher t oday. 

of children of e l omentury s chool o.go attendinr~ Jewish school s (outside of' hoder or 

private instr uction ) may be estimated at 5 , 500. Thus more thun ha l f of the childmn 

of eleme ntary school o.ge attend some ,Jewi s h school , und , in addition, a c0rtain p0r 

cent receive hoder or private i nstruction. ,J01·vish s chool o.ttendunce in Clo:vol~nd 

is roughl y twice us p:ood us in New York und Chica.go. Leaving tho ques t ion of tho 
----

intens iveness o.f the instruct i on out of considero.tion, Cleveland ho l ds first placo 

of ull cities surv eyed in r ecent yea.rs , in per cent of children receivinL; Jovr.i. sh 

instruction at o.nv one time. <, 

:s . However, the superiority in att0ndt.1.nce is due wholly t o largo enroll-

1 ncnt in one- day ... n.- week schoolf;, particularly in tho largo Temples a.nd Centers . 

About 4 , 500 chilcl.ren, or close to 70 pc;r c0nt of tho total u ttend ono- day- u- vnek; 

ubout 1, 800, o:.· 27 per cont, attend from t·wo to five soasions p0r week m1H':?:i:int or 

n.fternoon woek- d.o.y i~chooln; about 200 attond Yiddlnhist schoo l s , n.nd a small number .. 

18 - a r e enr ol led in o.n all - day or parochial school. 

In New York City, the rolution b0tv-reen 1•roek- dn.y u.nd one- duy- a - woek school 

oducation iB Ft:n.cti1~0.lly ruvorsotl . About G0, 000 children nttend JHvtlsh schools . 

Of theso 70 per cent at.tond woek- duy school s , among vrhom a fa.irl y larro number 

( 5 , 000 pupils ) arc in all .. duy school s . Thort) are 4 , 000 chi l dron attend:i.nc 

Yiddishist schools - alr:io un u .ftornoon wcok- Llay form or' in.struction. In 110w York 

the Sunday school o. ttendn.nco accounts i'or only u·hout 22 per cont of the total on-

rollment. In terms of we0k- duy school attonda.nc0 a.lone , Cl ovulund i s ho.rdl y 

botter tha.n Ncnv- YorkJ :ln both citioG onl y about one- sixth of a.11 the children of 

school n.ge o. ttc:1nd 1J1rnek- day school n. In real ity, the New York situation is more 

favoro.b l o i f tho intonsivono s s of tho instruction iG a l so conside:red. 'l'hc Cl ovelo.!l 

rj_guro i ncl do s a l most 500 chi l dr0n who attend only t¥ricc o. week J whi l e in Now Yo 1·k 
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five times u woeJ.r with suvan 1 ours o.nd u half of inctruction is still tho usual 

practice in tho vmek- day schools . 

A lo.re:e section of the pop tlation snnc'l their child1·on to Sunday schools 

ndoubtedl y because one- day- a - vrook uttendanco is less oneroun . But apo.rt from 

thir; more widesproad patronuge of the Sunday school , there is also another fFJ.cto r . 

The chilclron who r;o to Sunday schools sto.y there for a much longer period as i.vil 

be shown below in the nna.lysis of "WI thdrawals" ( seo pa.go 11) . Ia other worda, if 

tho cl ildrcn who rcr;ist01: in the Hebrew weok- cia.y ~chooln would each stay a:~ lonr, 1.. f' 

do the children in the Sunday schools , the onrollment taken at any one timo ·rnnld 

be vastly greater than it is ut prosent . The '"'Upe ri or a ttondance in Sunday 

measures not only widespreo.d interest , but o.lso greater len th of stay. 

•choola I 
Compuri son with enrollment in previous years. 

1. The 1923 Jevrinh Education survey fo n<l the onrollmont to be about 

7 ,8G4 in the schools ith 300 ostiimtod in he<lo r,; d nner private instructjon. 

Among the children enrolled in school , there wero 919 duplications doterminod o.t 

tho time by a. ca.ref J.l chock-up; the net enrollment in school<· in 1923 vro.s thus 

6,845. 

Up to 192'7- 1928 , - juct before tho dc!1l·cssion - t 8re p 00.rs to hi vo 

been a small not inc rouse in totul onrollr.i.onts. But in tho yours of deprosnlon, 

there wns u losri in ror;"is"Lro.tion, and ulthoup:h somo school·· lY ve i;a.ined in rocent 

yea.rs , the tot 1 re iatra.tion todL\y (6 , G46) :i::, auout 1 , 000 los a tha.n at tho high 

point , It is probable tha.t there o.ro fower di:tplication"' no 1N than fonnerly ; and 

th a the loss mo.y be somewho. loss , but cart inly above 750, 

This genorul movomont of incronne ,o ·ho ye r of tho deprossion a.nd do-

crou.s0 o.f'ter thn.t , ulso chur ctorizos tho Now Yor·k si·tuation. However, ln New York., 

the inc rouse to 1027 WO." proportionately much lo.rr;or ; tho numbe r onrollod o.t tho 

present timo in still con idor· bly greater thu:n in l 23 ; and since 19:S2 the nitua. 

tion hus become s ,a.blj.zod und tho n bor of cl :ildron in Jowish school s has , o o. 
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m ttor of fact , f10mewhu➔~ increased. Tho last point , i . e ., somo incroa.so in rncont 

years , is truo also in Cloveland of the Congroga.t.Lonal schools,. both Sunday and 

week-day. 

5. Despite tho fact that the surve;,r shows o. decrease in tho abosl 11to 

numbor of children a tt0nding Jewish schools , the proportion of those atten inr-

relutive to the totul number of Jewish children n.+. tho different period:; , seems to 

huve incrous0de The total number of Jmvish cl ildren in the elementary classes of 

th0 publio school s -v-ro.s about 14, 000 in 1923 ; which would mo.ko the enrollment 

(7 , 864) ovor 55 per cent. If we take the 1934 school population figure ( 10, 60G) 

as 

of 

basis and the gross enrollment in May 1938 (6 , 642) , we now have an 0nrollrl'l0n~; ( 

over 62 por cent ; or an increase of about 7 per cont. The actual increase in, --
if anything, hi.gher ; the duplications in 1923 were probably greater th n now; 'ln<l 

the 1934 figure of' JevJish child population prob· bly h." rher than it is todD.y . 

G. All studios of Jewi h hild populut·on in roccnt years , in various 

11laces , show u docrcaso relative to the total po lla.tion,. and this is part of a 

moro ren0ral ni t 1.1ation with rof0r · nee to 1.,ho size of tho P.mo:i~icn.n fo..1T1.ily. Jany 

citio:z report a loss of ror)stru.tion in th6 firnt r,ra cs in tho public schools as 

compo.red with previous yco.rs. It appoa.rc also that family limitation is 

phenomenon especially marked o.mon ,. tho JewB ir1 procosc of modernizo.tion. * In 

Amorica. the cessation of immiGro.tion he.s brm.t:iht tho procosn to o.n acute dovolop

mont; the mnullsize of tho Amorica.n Jewish f:.unily ~,ms formerly offset by larr_;or 

families brought from uuroud, or born to parontG of' r ecent inunie:r o.tion. 

Another factor which o.ccounts for somo of tho loss in tho shiftinr; ol' t'iw 

,Jovrish population to ou·clyinr; districts o.ncl to sub 1rbs , -v;hero tho childron do not 

como within tho scop . of' tho city school consus . Thoro i :.-.; a. ·third ca. USO ma.lring 

f'o r o. decrouse uppar0nt • ruthor th::.in a.ct .ml ... of tho Jcwi sh child popula.tion: 

namely , n s tho Jawish family ::.s a.:::sirnila t1-)d , it 1-,0 como s moro difficul i.. to rocogniz (, 

thut tho children are Jowish on ucconnt of change of nruno and 1nn.nners . This \Voulc"t 

·-----------
* R ppin "JovTs in tho i1·lodorn World " Cha.pter V • 
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enter i 1to tho "Teache1·s Count" method used in Clcv l1land l,y Mr. Friedland for 

doterrn.inine; the Jowi sh school population. Th0 "Yorn Kippu!·" method is sub j oot t o 

a similar fallacy be0auso it may bo that 2r. die nrocos:sErn of Americanization r,o on, 

m,Jre Jewish chilclr0r.1. e;o to school on Yom. Kippur novv than formerly . * 

type of' factor in probably a 111inor one . 

Thut the 1.Tevrish child pop lation has cl ocroased i n recent :yon1·s "i.s ·'·hel·e

forc incontrovertible; if there is any question in tho matter i cn.n only relate 

o the amount of decrease . In New York, the Jcrvrish child popul :ttion W•l.S o~t.i.mn:l.od 

to b e 332,757 in 1924- 192G, and 283 , 204 in 19:34- 1935 , or a loss of 1r.: pe r cent . J1 

th<3 ten your pc riod . In Cleveland , by the "Teachers Count" method , th0 ch·i. l rl 

population was estimated at 13,622 in 1 924 ; ii 1934- by tho same method at 10, GO(, , 

or a los a of 22 pe r cent. It is not impossible that tho various socia l facto re n ~ 

work operated more rapidly in Cl eveland and t} is would havo lod to a h:il!:h.,r ruto 

o:i.' loss . There is nothine; tangible to contrm.rort the reasonableness o i..hu fj1~n1·~;;: 

quoted for Cl eve land ; and in ny cane it is clear that tho decroa:,o of Jo ti sh pnpn•• 

l ut:i.on is one o f tho important factors in 0:x.-plainin1_; t l=J ocrease of enrollmont i:1 ---
Jewish schools . 

~ 

372-;, 
·;, ~ _,__l _ ---f S 't lJ 

f~~t:)~ 
\ 

* Fol' a.n analysis of thoso mothod s , seo the tlo-cailod ro ort Section I e 
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7. Tho change s or 0nrollme11t in tho va.riou" typos of schools shovr 

different tendencies a.r.; .i.ndicatod Ln the follovring table: 

Type of School --------
Congregational one-day

a-week schools 
Council Religious 

Total one-day-a-week 

Clevolani Hebrew Schools 
and Institut0 

Congregational cfternoon 
woek-day 

Yeshiva Talmud Torahs 
Orphan Asylums 

All-day Schooln 

Yiddishist 

Total all SchoolG 

1923 
Schools ~pils 

4 3,467 (240)* 

S l,llG 
-;;- 4,585 

8 

3 

2 
2 

15 

1 

23 

2,181 

375 (157)** 

290 
345 

3,191 

... 

90 

1936 
Schools Pupils 

3,723 (409)* 

5 821 -11 4, 544 (409) 

'! 

6 

3 
2 -

18 

l 

2 

32 

716 

647 (346)** 

337 
186 ( 36)** ---

1,886 (382) 

18 

198 

6,646 

% Increase 
or Decrease 

I 7. 1 

• 67 .2 

,' 16.2 
... 46.l 

- • o. 9 

.. 

* Receive additional ono or two da sin Hebrew i Gtruction during the week. 
** Receive only one day a week instruction. 

a. The ono-clay-n•week group ta..l<:en as a. whol · have about hold their own 

dospito the deoroaso in the total enrollment in all tho schools. However, even 

vtithin this group two points ara to be noted; First, tho in is confined to the 

Congregationnl Sunday Schools• which are showing distinct recovery after tho de• 

- pression losaJ th0 Council religiouo schools have lost oonsidorubly and uro still 

-
on a slow downward curvo. Secondly, ,vi.thin the Congregational groups , tho oldor 

institutions• Ansel R0ad Temple, Euclid Avonue and the Jewish Center - have los'li 

in enrollment, their lo1sos boing offset by tho ostablishmont of new Congregut.ional 

In tho c..isc of th1~ two large Temples , tho dec r ease is u.ttributod to tho 

policy of no lonl'er pormi~ting; children to ntton1 the school u~s thoy aro 

mombo rs of the con61•0~tio,E• This is , p~ rhaps, tho most important single c 1se, 

bu-L it may bo sul'. c·osted that othor factors suoh as moving and decrease or child 
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population wou l : bn found i;o op,~rute., in some rl e ~~re0 at loast, in the Coll[jregu ionnl 

Pit1ation as well UG in other typcc o f school~. 

9. The situation in tho -various ·C'Jpc n of afiornoon week-day inotru .tion, 

ap1 rt from the Clovolarn·l Hebrovr Schools, may be s nr:mrizcd (\f. f ollows: 

(o.) In tho Tern.1 le week-day clunses, there h0.s bcm1 nn incro" eo from 2·l:O 
in 19 2~-S to ·109 in 1036. Theso clo.ssc~ m~1ot one or two sess:i.ons in 
addi-l;ion to Sunday, for purpor, e a of supplornou:tary Hob row instru tlon. 

(b) Thu Con1:,ree;ational wnek-day schools, generally of o. conservati--1t1 tondoncy ., 
huvn incroa1:H1d thei r rogistra·i~ion from 375 to 6117 , but part of thoso han 
boon in Sunch1y school cla sscs . The increase in week- day ini:;truc cion l u.r. 
not been -v0ry large - frrn :1 218 to 301. 

(c) The ro ,_:i...,trut i on in tho orthodox Ye sh'va Ta lmud '.l' ore.hs of the Congrer.;_o:lion 
Aciat 1 Bnei J ara.el hus increased somewhat by 'tbout 50 pupils, - due in p'J.rt 
t o opening of a novf branch. It may be added tho. t figures i n this cu.so 
aro probably not exnct for c".oqua te a ttondanco rocords a.re not lee pt. 

( d) Ono all-day or pa roohin.l school ha G devulopod "':vi th a srw.11 onroll1. ent of 
18 pupils. 

( e) 11he ·:Lid i shi st rad.l. co. l type of school of th0 Arbeite r Ring s hovrn an in-
cre r.i.s =i fro 90 to 198 pup:i.ls , more than doubl ·.nr enrollment. Here , too , 
an a<. 1di tionnl school has been opened. It mny bo noted that Yiddishist 
school r: hav(:.1 under ,one a strong deir0lopment i n t he per· od u er d:t ~wu ss · on. 
i n a numbflr of t;ho lo.r~or Jities . 

10. Tho mos-t atriking and soriour; chunr-e has tnke plnco in the enrollment 

in the Clevola.nrl rabrow School r; . 'J.1ho dovolopment mo.y bo 'ividod into throe ma.in 

period s: 

(a) In tho sovo al yoars bo for0 1 c 2;,.i , a J.arp:o increase in the onrollmont took 
place from los s tha.n 1., 000 to ovor 2, ooo. 

(b) 

( C) 

F ·om 192 :-i -to tho depression years , the ::,chool::: ho ld t he ir own with ::;o 110 
increase in rocont yoars . In 1027 tho r ogi s ration "'N'DG 2,113 • ---Sinco thu dopres::d.on, tho J-Ie row ::; chool s have steadi ly doclincd, n.s 
fo l lov{s : Tn 1920, tho c-Jn rollmont was 1,936; in 1929 - 1 1 505 ; in 19:10 -
1, 387 ; in 1 931 - l, 239; ---~- 1,205 ; in 1 933 - 988; in 1931 - ocr. ; 
in 1935 - 921 ; i 1036 716 • . 

~no.lysis of factors _in ch- Il[,es of onrollmont. 

11. 1rho tronr1 of dovolopmont in Cl0voln.nd. follovrn the gono rol line s 

oho rvublo in other c itie::.; . Certain of the p roc osso s, suoh as tho lo ::;3 of· roe;:i.s-

trr.tion in tho Hobrow Sohoolc , have boon grcrn.tly accolornted by spocial con<lii,i.ons 

.. 
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in Cleveland, anJ ther'IJ a1~0 al::;o certain other T:1.o.lifie·1tiorn:; attributnblo to local 

conditiona , as will bo indicatcjd below. B t the ).'O r;r)mblunce in a1.n pa ttorn of 

development is so clot1n , as to sun·c)f.d; -thu ·t funda.montal fa ctors in th0 onoral 

.American and Jewish situation arc -co he given rl te attontj on :tn ooekinr; an oxpl~na-

tion for tho chcuv~·es . '. 'l:ho factors aro as "ocin. tod with tht, tloc r oas0 of 1:.,h i.ld 
~ 

p~(alr0a.dy noted) , th0 coam1tion of immi,r '.ltion; pro esscs of o.usimila.tion, 

.P.mericanizntion, or modornizationJ and with the ccon0mic depr o::rnion. 

12. 'l~hore ic a tendency, in al l tho citlos roc out l y studied, rnvay froT'1. 

former emphasis on the eonu!m.nal or independent ty"' o of school (Talinud 1'o.cah or 

He brow School s) which offo r an int0nsi vo type of Jcnv:L::;h educati. on, to--.,mrd the 

Congree;a.tional type of achool , ·,r}wro ·tho instruGti.on, oven wien of wenk- d y typo, 

is, generally spoald.nr., less intofls:ivi-Je This to1~oncy is clos0ly nrsociatcd with 

tho f;hifting of tho Jowi sh pop lu tion from tho 11 , ir:r- nt <.li strl c ts am irrrni;;runt 

wb.1-cus to the nex1; stn ,:·o hic;her 1.lp ln locality a'·td in Jewish sociul posi tj on. 

_a_long i,vi th tho v,eo~raph:i.cal shiftinr;, the movinL, from "d.m-n1tovm to upr;ov•m" co- to-

spoak, coroos cer tain rnycholo[':ic 1 r nd social chanros, Tho soc iu.l p1 .. 0 s s l r o to 

attend the Jowi sh Duhool every day • rnl t;o 0 loa.rn11 Lrouth·c ovor f r om tho olcl wor- l cl 

is c1 .. owd0d out l>y novr r.ociu.l a.mb:i.t.lons u.nrl novr ( cttvitioa. 'i\fost frequontly, too, 

ther e are no Hobrcrv: r,chool L in thti n.0,;1 tli c• ~r int~ to which tho ·,ninori ty wl o r;till 

would \"ro.nt o. m.o ·e in:,-; onoiv1:> form of· or.luce.t:ion, can sond thoi r children. 

1i t ·ther, an tho Jew moves o,lt of tho di:.rbinctl v Jowish 1 ir,hbo.rhood , ho 

feel G f\ rr cator nOC(➔ RGity of' joini:nf~ '.\. conerot tion. A noed for conscioua affil-

i ati on is felt - to tuko tiD p laco oi' i:ho more subeonsciou • nsaociat ions of the 

J ovti sh no1. 1->hborhood. ':r 10 ro l r u. lt10 th comporwu tory movoT:1.ont t o incl d0 in tho 

mode r n congr egations a. ,;ride ro.ngc of nod.al and cul tural ctivi-cioG , to g;jv to 

synagogue l if'o morcJ -than tho pru.yor fu1 -tion, i . o,, to mako o.f it a comm ni ty cantor. 

The deve l op 110nt o _ l~ho co11f;r of,a tio 1n into Jowish c,ntor•· providi nl~ fo r u vo. rioty of 

cul t tra l anJ. ·oc;_al !100d givo -t.hom undoubtod advn.rrcai~os for school or un:i.zatlon 
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and a.lso mak:o::, i:'or cortnin superioi· oducationnl pot ntin.l:i.tios . TTnJ·ort1 1n·1.:oly, 
alon:~ vr.i.th this also r:olj~-; 't <locrn.ts•;. ir.:. the i.n:..onrivenos~ of Jo-..,Jis i oducat.:ional 
work. 

13. This -:-novoment -l;mvard Congr0ga.tional ,Jevdc:h Canters ar. u :no(tO of 
or~ani7.atiou may b0 :r0p;r1.rd0d as un adaptation ·to i:.ho notho,.ln or noocls or o:i·rrv,ij zn-
tion recpir0 l by .AJnoricn.n ideas and conditions , 

It ir; :i.:ntcr,n;tinf~ to note, h 1.vovor, 
tha. t while the Main do r,7lopment sdorr~::; to be this s. i-1;}10 U tcnd_13£10y, ·h1oro :is 
notieoable al'"'o an incroa~e in t,,ro opposite and GX r0JT10 rlirect·· onse 

or all-clay sehoola - in wh ·.eh o. t r udj_i~ionn.1 Jmri sh odttct.rtior is ~ivr3n to ·ether with 
gonoral ed ca lj on - havo ulna grovm, r.mc n sli r:I t ex:1mpl0 o:f' this is no1'.od a.:)ove 

w:i. th reforonce to Cl ovoln.11d . 

m0nt of the Y·i.rldir,h rt1.dical .,chool:,, 
This J n in u moa. snro (l.W to the f8.r·t th. t 

..;ooia.list g OLlnG ·:rliich fol'mo ~1y folJ.o-rod on . ~i1. i.l tio1 is.J_; o:t· un i""ldi . i'e ... mt 

policy wi ,h rcforcn1co to JO'.vi h m:1tl;ors, havo in '·ho pont-1 c..ll' pr:ri od 11n,J rnoro 
recen·tly tendc .. c to clovolop a rlt10 )Cr t~ons,:) of \Tmv-1 Bll solf-consc:i.ousnocs. ·,~ ilo 
both of' t110 so oxtrumo types .. vc h ,- r.1 .;rnd , it ohouhi l>o romornborocl hn.t they :ra ro 
vory small buforu , anrl rd;ill n: v a :loc i.d0<.l ui11or:tty. 

Thor ~:: no indication -chut 
thoso schoolf: will const:ttut0 nnythiun; hut rdno1·.it,y typo,=: j11 thu J:iu1·.i.ctn Jcvrish 
oducntionul r.:chomo . An analysis o.f' tl-ic so i.a.l l,· eke oun' of th11 cltild r ·•n in those 
school u sho fC- that they practicu l ly ,.~11 come fror. imr1itrru1t t1omos . 

~Jovorthe) 0 s s , tho growth or i;hir: ox-f:;r,r'te 
u ::,tr~-"t.'·v il tho vri 1d i lJ l i.co.t:lnr· a ... lessor ro._._,linoas to follo:r pLlroly co11r:or•nisl: +.om oncio s • 

por.; i ti on hol<l by thu Iwfor1n '.I'umplo:: :i.n ,Jt>1:rini1 l i fu in r;onut·o.l · nd in t!io od C't U. onr.t l 
work in partic lur. 

'.Chi i ;.J dur.J in po.rt to ld:: ~o ic:.tl co"ltli tion:-- nd ·o tho fa -t 
thut tho Jow:i;;h pop111, t i.o :i.n Clc\;·oland is r.io1·0 of' o. contr•1l ,~'uropoan typo who 

foll0".1 tho 1 ;.:.d of tho so- eullod "Go1T1.·1.n• J0 -r.i.. h" troup in intu onts an:l u.ffilia ti ons . 
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1'b) strongd.os:Lro Col' Juwi.r;,1 L1ar·ninF wlli .h C!ltd .. 1. tcrixcs the EaP.torn Europo::1.11 tf<:W 

doo s not , perhup s , coi.no into pl'" y in tho ~w:,H, :lo ;;roo tlw.t .i.. t doos in ::; 0111.0 of tho 

other ed. tiu s . 1rloreovur, the: spl,:.,nd:i.d orr:; ... n i.zoL.:on of the chiof Sundo.~1 SchoolG in 

Cl uvoland u..ncl ·i.:11u oxception..1.l intoront ovi ncud by several of tho l uo.d .i.ns· Huhbis in 

th& dov0lopr:10n-c o 1' t 10 ,Juwish ,cJ.ucn. tiomcl work h~1. r: tondod to r:t.tko tho S ndny Seliool 

education :i.:::i. Cltivolam. moro attrn.cti-vu a::: wull ar: 1:101·•} va.l 1.w.bl0. The Sunrlay School c 

in the ln.rgu T<3mplos hn.v•.) oxc0ption· 1 oducational oqnipm0n-t; , a.ro -renorour, in thoi r 

oducu.tional oxpond:i turo and offer E;el·to nl in~~ [tt, £t ro l ativoly lovr ost to thor.;o of 

moderate j_ncomc. The, -.voala1css oJ: tho Con:.rnr-rrntivo Conrr oga.t :· onn.l ~r o,lp }ms also 

bean n. fe.ctor in thu vury rapic.1 trunsition fl .. on tho in-Lon::Jivo Tulmurl Tort 11 or 

Hebrew school Wol'k to the ono- da.y- a -,,reok soss i.on. Tn other itius , such au Now 

York and Philadol )hifJ. 1 tho pu.::H-,a~u har, :Jeon from ~·almud Tor!..t.hs to wook- 0' y HobrrJ'.i 

schools associatod ·with conr;rcf\.l tioari , in many of whi.ch as for :tMtunc0 in Ncrw York) 

a f'i ve duy a wook program is cn.n·iod on. Whi lo tho .,f.f\.::r.tivu r,chool orgn.n.iz -tion 

of tho Tioform T c mplo D hru; 1 nJoubt,3dl:y buon u mo1/ "ll.l.ln:.1hlo contr i b 1tion tr) tho 

educ t:ional situati n t1nd n.lthoc1;Yl1 ;,11C)Sl> nnhoolf; havn oxponcl>rl. :mch offnr t to 

traditi on for intmw.ivc vm0b-day :i.ns·1; r1..1, t lon 1>;v thoir v ur -y :::uccosn and r,. t)c~ominanco . 

15. In m: 1~1 ... o<l. contrunt to •1 ;10 sociul pro:;-d.f~n , tho nn~nif:icont uquipmorrt , 

tho v ur1.ety of' 01llturr.1.l oppo1•t ,m.i til'1: o ," tho Tr::rn >l o Su~'1(1Hy School ., s tan,ls tho 

to the more r oru.:rn.l ca1..rnc s notod u bo n , there arn sov•lrnl r;po c1 fie -f'o.c tor:~ 'f•l:i. • 11 

ho.vo worked to rlecr00.Go thn sc} ool o.•:.-t.(.llu.J.nC'.0 4 

( J.) Tho achnols aro ~ituatnd irt 
aro sto <lily movinc :.J..wny. 
now Jovri ah >10:·. _;hbm.·hoo,i r; • 
closed for l o.ck oi' f'unil n. 

:Lm;;.1li p~ ro..nc ::xi0t.i.r n~. f r om whi d1 younc~ pn. rontG 
:Jo 1101-r l>1 ·:.1nchor: l·u.vo uo0n oponod to serve t}m 

In fact , r;o11.o of tho ol 1lor hrancho· ru.~d to o 

(2 ) Within ·Lhonv nc:tghborhoods 1~or live a rolntivo l y poorur popul·ti0n, f'o r 
thoso \rho ctrc hotter ofi' movo uwo.y. J.i'ur"bhc r, us o. r 0sul t of the dep r ession 
runny oi' th0 pu.ronts can no l on(!;o r nffor d. o pay, in J'u ct , fo r ty p } l.4 uont a. r e 
relief fuHli.J.:i.oD• Tl11 school ., thuf: bccm,10 "achool r, f or tho poor" and th :t r 
social pro:Jt-i.;•o i::: f1lrth0r l ovrnro • Also , nomo pnronts un bl e -co n.ffor d 
to pay durinc; tho dop r o ::;~ion prei'orr od to w:i thdra.w tho children ro,th0 r 'bhun 
accopt ch.J.d.ty. 
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(3) 1-.. s u ronu1:L o:f' tho dGprerrnion too , privn.to or :::;omi-privato school::: have 
oponed up in wh.i.oh unemployed porsons , frequently ill-propurod, r;ivo 
instruction in "ivri," 11 bro~hes 11 and Bar i,~itzvah ut a. pitta. ce; and 
some prefer t o c,ivo their c:hi lclr0n n lCh "private" instruction. 

Thone vuri.ou::; fac··ors in Clcvulan..1 1rnve; , "' s noted , ho.cl tho offcct of 

accelerating und stronf;thoninr, a. procer,n of decline which j ~1 i·cself is cau 0 0d by 

more fundamental fn.etors . To 1n1licu.te thut tho 1Io1n·ew r;chools re in , ha.rd. cuso , 

an a result of bo.d.c ca son , in not, howovor, to imply thut t.l oy n.ro to be 
------ -

al.Jc: n<loned. Quite the contrary. Sov-orul 1nn.in typ0s of school a.re nocossary, 
----""" 
9.nd tho recommendation,.. offered ut tho 0nC:. of this section o.ro j ntondod -to 

strengthen the wuek- day type of inr.truction vrhorever pos:,iblc . Boforo ma.J~inrr. 

tho recom.'nendo.tion::: , it will bo tlesi o.blo to roviow· tho Gituo.tion vvith roforcnco 

to "w:i.thdrov.rals" or 11 @lirr1inn.tion, 11 i.0., the rlroppin<.:, out of c hi ldren a.ftcr thuy 

havo rog:i..stored. 

Wi thdraxml ~ or Eliminution. ----·---
16. Ono method of mousuri 1g tho holdin1• powor of schools ia to ob::rn rvo 

tho annual· "-bl rr.-over, " Th turn-over i:;; the peroent of 1v-ithdro:wals clurint the 

year of tho to 1. l re _istrotions during that yec.r (that is, enrollment o.t tho 

bogi~nin, of the year plu~ th~ enrollment durinr the year) • . . \. .. 

F . om iiia-.r 1 1 l9:5b to April :1>01 l:J36, tho t 1rn-ovo r :in var lour.: typt1s of 

schools in Cl ov, .11·;,.r.:l -.-r. s , as follow-::: : 

Cont:,rr;:-;:1·:·.i on:.1. l 0110- day-a-wcek scl ool r,.; 
Co' ncil 1Nli r.ioun school :; 
Clovolrin-l Hchrow sc}1ooln 

'l'ho :rv is 

An uv0ro.go of: 

8% -
25~~ -
501o 

school s bu t tho <1.i f·fo r onco amonr~ tho throe t,y-pl·)S o.s a whol e in thu ctrikinr: fa.ct . 

Of f' ·m\t importo.11 ·0 if: thn lov-r t.u.rn-over of the co ~rep;o.-tional ono-day-' - ,·rool:: 

r31..,hools . In the l :;.rr;\1 Tumpln sc],ools, this i., ns lcrvf ets 5 por cont ·vvhich .in-

cl:icatos :2ull co ... 1J ,rol of h13 cl1ilcl ' :, at-t,cndanco . In viow of tlu.i fact thu.t a.ttonc.l-

a.nee in Jow'ish r.~hools ic voluntu.r.:r , this small turn-over may bo rucartlod as a 

romurkabltJ o. hi0v0mont. 

\ 
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Tho conr;r0c~ationo.l form of organization appoarr; to be an important factor 

aG is illustrated in tho difference betvrnen tho Conr:rer;ational Sundn.y SchoolG and 

the Council Roli[£io 1rn Schools . But there uro , of course , other factora . J'hc 

Council schools are in tho center of a shiftinr: population and they hav0 le:.,s to 

offer in tJ10 v·ro.y of o. ttructive buildings and c 11ip?:1ent and tho m ch f:,O 1;_~ht a.fter 

social prestige . 
--------.::, 

Tho Cleveland Ifobraw schools s.'10-.v a rut" oft:u- over similar to the 

p;enoral run of '.L'nlmud Toruhr.; and Hebrcvv- r; chool:-; in other cities. In Gtudy re-

cently mude of 22 of tho bost schools in Nevr York tho turn-ovor vro.a found ·o be 

43 per cent. 

17. Similar difi'oroncos among the various types wonld be indicated in 

tcrr.i.s of lenr.th of stuy. The conp:rer;attonuJ. Sun(.lay Gchools keep most of the 

children for the vrholo P'}riod of tho 0le,nentn.ry .·chool and a largo proportion re-

ma.in for tho Hif;h School period. In tho Clovoland Hobrciv school· a study of 

6, 750 children vrho lo ft t lt-J ac, ool during tho po r iod botvreon 1921 und 193G sho -,rs 

that 2,298 ( or 34 por cent) h· d s cuyod le s3 i;han one ua.r. An a mutter of fact , 

as in the Talmud Toro.hs a.11 over tho count y, !'!1.8.n r childr0 louve b .fore throo 01• 

six months a.re up , havinr cone evi.dontly l • inly to lourn to 11 tluven. 11 Sixty-si x 

por cent (4, 511 p1:i.pils) ilero fo nci to stay less ·chun three years ; uncl 2'> per cont 

(1 , 707 pupiln) b d;-~ .1:;n throe anll fivo y0u:r s; n.nd nine po r cont - six y0urs or 

1'h.oso rosultn while gr1.Y1t1, inferior to tho Tomplo schools uro not bud as 

comparocl ·{rith th results of tho "':ror1-.: of Bobrow schooln olsowhere. Conci<leri.n 

the int0nsivonos~ of th ..::chool conrse , t:10 nhiftinr of tho popnlation, 0tc., ,hu 

a.bili ty or th.., Clevole.nl: n0hools to hol d about te:1 per ~one f th0 children fo 

as lonr: ~1r, si:x: yearn is l1.:n a:tt:..i.inmont not to b0 underostim.:'l.ted. Moreover , tho 

Fehrew schools have al"o produced elose to 500 r;ruduates dnrinc the lust ton yoara 

who o.ro a. v~luable olcmo!1t i11 ho conununity from tho Jmrish poin of viow. 

\ 



.. 

-
-

18. Tho cau soE:: of l eaving in the CleVP, land Jio,>row schools ~1,.r,ro boon in

Yestit;ated by tho Bureau of Education culd a l:i.f.,t of 60 reasons iG given in tho 

detailed report of this survey. 1.1l1i: : 1:i.st ~)_-•,,-es a graphic picture of the con-

fused state of mind of tho average po.rent in re~ard to the child's education • 

Tho reasons given bear o.. striking resemblance to ·chose otfored by parorrts anc.1 

p.rincipa l u in oth.0 r ci.tio s and include the follovring: Hoving, distance , or 

necessity of' cro~;sing streets; Bar Ic'litzyah or graduation from the e l ementary 

classes ; ilL:iess wllich interrups continuity of attendance; the child wor-Jcinr; or 

helping at home ; tho parents indifferent or not sufficiently interested to insist 

on child ' s attendance, or too harro.ssed with t:;he economic problem or daily dutie s 

to en:f:orco attendanc0; th0 lessons may bo too difficult for th0 chil~l - he j)t1ls 

behind and loses intoros·t ; tho school may int0rf0re 1v-lt:1 plo.y 014 with sono other 

int.0r0st that tho child :10.s or ·wi·t;h a. friend::,hip developed in the publio s f:hool; 

children may not s rrn an-:t val i:1.0 in tho Jewish 3-cud i.es; hours may b0 unsatisfuctory; 

par<:.mts may be diss(\t:1.sfiod ~irith tho courso - thoy may want a. more intensivo 

course, o:c a. l ess intensivo cou.1·se. or Y:i..ddish instruetion; or bo r;unera1ly dis-

sa. tisfied; po.r0ni..s may not be ab l o to puy the tu.i·cion fuo o may not be willing 

to do so. 

Undcrlyinr··. t}w: whole situ.a tion is tho Yolun.icury charn.ctc1• of tho Jowish 

school attondn.nco, tho shiftinr~ of tht:) Jcrvri s h population and diffi01:tlty in puymo:rrt; 

of' tuition foo ".'•·} 1i ch ir: indi r·<➔ ctly oporo.-tivc1 in moro ,Hays tha:,:1 oxpl :Lci tly 3to. cod . 

We are dealin1::; 1115.th an immigrant :t?opula tion in a transit:ioni.-,.1 ritn.g<.; :n.ot only 

g0og;ro.phically, oconomicuJ.ly and socially, but from the very basic point o t vlovr 

of social patterns. Lif u ir:i not ~ottlod. T½ o paront follovrs tho e;0nor~J. impulse 

of tho J0vd sh tro.rli tion to sond tho ci1iJ.d to school. But thi f; trad:i tional .forcn 

J.s not cer-tain ancl bor~:i.ns to b:roo.k up. 

dosir0 and necer,:-d ty· o :- conforming; the muli:i'!:;udi nous and ~1Eu•110.ssin0 0.-ttruction;:1 

of mocl0rn lifo ; tho stat,)'s priority on tli,-i ch:1ld 1 s time for public school; the 
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enc r oachment of other ag<:m.cior.: on t 11.tJ 1.) ini.u·c of' ➔ .he c:1.il 1i -- tho,=>o nn1t ,nn.ny other 

foaturos of +hi:J moclor:n Americ:i.n s00110 ura u .. Yle1·mininr: ti1.o ttcndanco o-i' tl\e 

traditional int: 1c;iv0 tfow"ish school . 

ReeO?:uaendat i ons on 0nrol l mont • 

'rhE:l follmri11r5 reconrrnen<lntio1rn arc ma.do wit.h ro.foroni,o to i.·wc?k- rl y 

irn,tructi on . 

1. Tho :i. trodu tior. ot nniformity w:tth roforv1co to number of n,,r;~nonr:.; 

and hoiu•s i::i tho week- day }Io brow instrt,u.d·ion i' .i. von ln tho '.i'ompl o i::ehool ::, • At 

presont, there is morr-: 01· loi::r, cooperation, on an u 1official basis wit t tho Jnru'l.U ' 

of :Sduco:tj on ; :i.-1., 1.'ft)1 i lrt ho clo :-:irable to Y<!ork ont n. mt1thod of roe;ul! r coopn r· __ 1- i. 1 ~ 

for tJw coorciinn.ti.on of' ·i·ho ltobrovr instrnction :i.;1 1'omplo schools • } 

.. :.. e:-i.rcful stu<lJ should bo mado o:r' t:hu oasihilitios of inc ,,,~:ane; thu 

cnrol lnwnt L·J. tr n "upplrJ1,10nbJ.ry U. .. bre;·r clasr.c :1. In t h-ts eonnection , the po:;[;ib i 1-

i t y of oponinr~ tho 7Ioln•cy1 lasso • t non-momb£ rn ' .. ~ ilrlron, 0.-t i't.tl l , or part· al 

t ' r, • , • • ·, ' l 1 • l 1~ 1 • , ra cs , ann o J. ·c~:o r rov .:-non o:i s .,:1 :-i n: rGtU p::; r.; .101 1. \.t JO c Oll .... in 

2. .n. mx}0ial effort; "'hould ho ~,a do by tho nur •:~a.11 of Zdu Al.ti on to 

Th , SO S ! ao· tld b:)como 

an into r a.1 part or' t he foJb:--orr sch ol s yst;otn• D.i.roct financia l assist nc(: t0 

thos0 ::;ohools is n t roco:mmended, hut aid r.i.ay l,n r:iv0n i J::in.l , such s provi.sion ------- -
of mat ri, 1, ti): .; ~irn·c snpplio s r'or hit)wr j ., donrJ in c· L i..c.;n -o • ... 

~
1hi.. s recorCL"Tl.m.'lrl.a c i. on i 1apli. s gaini.:n;; :~1.w vo.l ,mtary coop ration of ·c ho conr,ru r- · tiona.1 

school•· • 

3. J. .. 11 u. t to 'l., t shonltl bv r1a o to f'ord,or ,; h0 nt ciy of Ho brew in pri v" -l;e 

Tho Bi lik School ~ sponsorvd by 

tho °3'lr a :) !' Edl1catio11., i::: .l e::ir blo oxporimont in this direction. It ln ulr;o 

wo t hwhilo attomptin, , to , ork out a sor io s of :•omo S cudy Groupr. ( such o.n 1.\re bcinr, 

1stitnto , J:Tr;·:.r Y rk City) fo r suporvisod 1n·:i.v to 

instr uc·cion on a f~ r up ba:~ir, in tho h orri.es ol' tho clil r on. 
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4 . The development of a H0brow school in one- of tho newor ::rnctionn of 

Jcw:i sh settlement , such ar: Cleveland Heir;htG , which inigJ1t serve ns a nonn in 

schedule of hours and general program, Such a school might be dovelopod indopcnd-

0nt l y by the Bureau of JewiGh Education or i:n cooperation with the Jewish Center 

which is contomplatin~; tho establishment of a school . I.f -the school is conducted 

in cooperation vdth the Jewish Cent0r, it would bo necesaary to put it under the 

ful l ecluca.t5.onal supervi:,ion of the Buroe.u of Education. An agreement must be 

reached with reference to the cours e of study and method of appointing teachers. 

Such a school must al so make provision for the acceptance of children of non-

members. 

s. In atldition to those activities along new linen, a determined effor t 

should be made to Atop the further decline of enrollment in tho Hebrmv schools . 

A special attendance office1• should be attached to the schools. A caroful 

systom of folJ.ow .. up should o devised; but more important than this , ways and 

7 

means should be found to have c loser contact with the homo and parents - home vi~i-t:E, 

parents meetings , pa.rents a.ssociution. etc. Tho samo .Department might al so 

~inction for the Council Religious Schools • 
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Supplement I 
Fro.!11 the 1930 HU\'! York 
Jewish Zducatlon _ Study 

The Problem of Attendance and Withdrawals 

I . 

rrhe study has shown that ab out sevonty- f'i vo tLousnnd 

children in New York City are rece 1vin,) some :Corm of J•J·a.l.sh :in

struction , about sixty thousand in recorded schools ancJ fifteen 

thousand. in Ho de rs or at hon10 . r rom 1910 and until after 1925 -

there waq a steady and largo i.ncrea,...e in the enrollment and a1s o 

an appreciable increase in the relative proportion of cl1ildron 

of school age attending org~1ni7,ed Jewish schools . Tho tncreose 

in the p ercent of children enrolled refers to attendance in 

schools - i . o., does not include either pri vate or Hedor in-

struction . 

After 1929, with the a1set of tho depression , there was 

a considerable falling off in enrolln~nt . This wan due , no doubt , 

primarily to economic causes , but there were other factors at VJorl 

sucb. as shifting of the Jevvi sh population to outlying dis.tr•lcts 

and a reduction in the birth rate ariong Amer•icn.n Jc vs . The lnr ge 

Jewish imnigration had previously neutralize d these factors 

and the cess a t :l on of immi grat:lon is probably responsible , in a 

number of other ways , for the decrease in attenda1ce . 1rhe re -

duction in toto.l numbe r attend:i.nc; during the period of depresc 

ion is quite large - about fifteen thousand ; but in terms of per

cent of children attending the loss is not s o serious , 

Beginning with 1932 , an increase in attendance , both ab: 

lute and relative is again re c orded , and at present , 25% of the 
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Jewish cnildren who attend the elementary public schools - in

cluding the eight grades, kindergarten classes, and Junior high 

school classes - are receiving Jewish instruction. This rropor

tion of 25% has been maint&ined in Nevv York City, for the last 

twenty-five years, and would indicate a stable interest in Jewish 

education despite the many counteracting factors . 

The frequent declaration that only 25% of the Jevrish chil

dren nre receiving Jewish instruction - that 75% are 11unschooled 11 

as the slogan goes - has led to a false imvression that the ma

jority of the Jewish children receive no instruction at all, and 

that Jev.rish parents are rc:~thc:r indifferent to the Je1·.·is~1 C?duca-

tion of their children. Neither of these conclusions can be 

dr~wn from the statement under discussion, which r8lates to the 

fact that of the total number of children of school age - i . e . 

from 5 to 15, or of those attending elementary or Junior erades 

of the public schools, 25~~ are receiving instruction at any: one 

t i me . This figure does not take into considerction children 

within this age group who may have attended and have dropped out , 

or children who may still attend . 

One hundred percent attendance v,ould mean that c~ll the chj_I

dren - boys and girls - who attend the elementary public schools 

are in continuous attendance for eight or nine years at a Jewish 

school or receiving private instruction. Considering the volun

tary nature of Jewish school attendance and many other handicaps , 

it vrould be impractical to make "one hundred percent 11 in the sense 

defined, the basis of expectation; n.nd certainly twenty-five per

cent does not indicate the proportion of fc4milies or parents who 

- 2 -
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give their children sorJe instruction, r-t some tir11 e . 

It wo11ld arr()_!:' • .!. .. .from this :::.nc~ othor studies thnt 111ost Jew

ish f[~rnilies do send thetr· children -!-r.i tome school or give thej_r 

children pri vate instruction during so~e perio~ of thr child ' s 

h , 1 • .I:' SC 001. 1.Le . Among certain sectj ons of the coiumuni ty onc1 :.:..n 

certRin neighborhoods, practically all families ser1d Jh~ir chil

dren - es ~_: 8cially the boys - to some Jcvrish f;cho-.11 or Heder . In 

other Fords , the inte.rr;st in Jewish education, insofl 1.· as ;;u ch 

int<:!rest may be lndicD.ted by the 2ct of glving the chi.ld. Jome 

instruction , seews to be \tides,rcad . 'l'here are circles of' ln

difr erenc~ or even o.L op1.osi tion , :r,articul~rly among the 1·res

tig0 grout0, thE~ rich, t'.nd the "intcl1ectuaJ.ri . To int.c r,)si-: uch 

grour:" • n ,Jcvtish od 1cation is irnr;ortctn t .fr·om many .1-; ointr; of vi'3\i _, 

but numerically q rc:\1ting they have snmC', but not a r~r0a influ 

enc,-,;, c;n the ,erco:ritagc ui chilclren -·eceiving L.~truc -ion . 

?hat the intc~rest j_n Jenish edue:.:ti.on is widescrec:,.cl :,nd 

not a r.asslng ph ··nornenon ir1 further cvide'1.ccd by the following . 

The number of schoolf-', - not only the number of !··urilr - hn '-' 

greatly increa.sed 111 the 1,eriod unde ~ discussion; tht.}I' i.:, t-. 

Jev.rish school , gene1•a1ly evern.l Je ,,ish school", in ever/ 

neighborhoor1 v1hero Jl~YlS 11 vc , ancl v1hon Jev,s move into c• new 

neigr.1.borhood, tht; cst~bl~sbment of a sync1gogue and 1~chool 

soon foolows . Secondly , although moot ~chools follow mi'dl, 

0
round views , ;hich incluJe an inter~st in rcli[ious , cultural , 

and communal as_;· cts of Jc\.rj_sh life, r, wide range of vtews -

f ... om cxtre u _ orthodoxy to n non-religious r~ttitudo - fincl ex-

- 3 -
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pression in the various schools. Of some sienificance in judg

ing the trend of development is the fact that the two extreme 

types - the All Day schools and the Yiddishist schools are in

creasing and while they will always probably remain minority 

types, they are indicative - in their resistance to conformict 

tendencies - of a deepening Jeuish consciousness. Th 0 fact that 
'-about half of the cost of Jewish education ts met from rayment of 

tuition fees, and most of the rest comes from what is called 

neighborhood or local sup~ort, also partly derived from the pa

rents, is a further evidence of the validity of the Jewish edu

cational interest. 

The above is not motivated by any desire to gloss over the 

negative aspects of the Jewish educational situation, crhich are 

many and serious. Unquestionably, the general decline of relig

ion, the desire and necessity of conforminR, the multitudinous 

and harassing attractions of modern life, the State ' s priority 

on the child's time for r ublic school, the encro~chment of other 

agencies on the leisure of the child, and many other feat1.lres of 

our modern American scene are at v,ork undermining the foundation 

of Jewish life and of the Jewish school. But as against all the 

sociological analyses, and pro checies of doom, ~hich have been 

heard of late, it is necessary to set the bald fact that Jews do 

appear to give their children a Jewish education. The intention 

is. not to imply that the interest in Jev.;ish education is alvrays 

based on a deep, or rational conviction, or that it is critical 

or over intelligent. But the fact that most Jev,ish children do 

receive some instruction, some time, and that seventy-five thou-

- 4 -
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sand - no small number at that - are actually in attendance at 

one time, would indicate that the Jewish education tradition has 

not broken dovm altogether, and that there is still a foundation 

on which to build. • 

However, if the figure of 25% gives a false impression in the 

direction of an underestimation of the percent of the children re

ceiving something in the nature of Jewish tnstruction - it also 
. 

misleads in the opposite direction. It would be a vast overesti-

mation, if some criterion of adequacy or quality of the education 

were applied. The percent of children who stay long enough to 

complete the course of study in the elementary Jewish schools, or 

long enough to obtain some lasting positive benefit is very small~ 

Only about five percent of t4ose who enter the first grade will 

be found in the fifth or sixth grades. Schools vary greatly but 

the average stay in any one school is less than a. year, and the 

sum total attendance of the average child in various schools dur

ing his school age period is probably less than two and a half 

years. The quality of instruction is far from what it should be. 

What is achieved could in any case be accomplished in much less 

time by continuous attendance, and a better adjustment of the cur

ricula to the needs of the child and of the community. It is the 

,!qad~gu_,.acy of the instruction, both in length of time and in 

achievement, which is the glaring fact in the Jewish educational 

work, rather than indifference or small enrollment. 

The discrepancy between three figures - a) the proportion of 

the Jewish children who receive some instruction some time, -

- 5 -



about three - quarters ; b) the percent nttending n.t any~ time , -

a.bout twenty- five percent ; c) the very small percent who receive 

what mi
0
ht be regarded as an adequate instruction - a four year 

consecutive course in a well org nized school, - it 1~ this dis • 

crepancy which c;ive key difficulty in the Jewish educational situ-

ation . 'rhese general facts are well known to the Jewish educators , 

and were e1~1phasized in the 1928 New York Survey, but their impor 

tance has not received due recogniti on in practico . It is tl:e 

first aim of the conclusio11s here presented to point out that t1ie 

discrepancy note d provides the cluo for the main att cl~ on the 

educational problem. The nain problem is obviously not to [ Ot 

i11or·e childrerJ. to come to school , but to keep the111 in school for 

lonG0r periods ; and - part oI' the s_me problem - to make the in

struction, while the child is at school , moi•e inter·:D ting and pro-

fitablo . A othe r wr;i.y of sa rin this is thn t our n-c'o'hJ em is quali -

tativo not quantitat ive - quality ot' instruction mu3t lo improved 

an dnini tra tion made more of.:.'icient . Obviously tl:..L s i D tho best 

attack on tho quantitative probleTI1 swell for if the child stnys 

longer tho enrollment in the schools is incr0 Red , ... net tLe b ,ttf,)r 

instruction ma attract some '.Ll O never attended . 

If the proble m ls essentially to keep the chil '! in school 

for a longor period, thon it will Jc useful t o scrutinize cu:T·o -

fully causea for lcavinc . Sever 1 nvosti at on" 1-1 ..... vc boen m"tde 

and they all hn.ve revealed a variety of roasonD , which h[VC been 

s atod and summarized in tho study. mong the most important 

causes are such as o.re beyond tho school control , and others which 
are dir .:: ctly due to th0 school ' s inadequacy or ncr.;ligcnce . 

- 6 -
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is the shifting of the Jewish population; the tuition fee question 

is probably operative in more ways than is explicity indicated; 

parents state their dissatisfaction, not always justificable from 

the pedagogical grounds; there is lack of adjustment of the course 

to the interests, abilities, needs and time of the child; und un

derlying all this the voluntary character of the school attendance . 

The main significance of these investigations is this very variety 

of reasons, vhich indicates that a reducatj_on of rnte of eliminn

tion or leaving can be obtained only by a rna.ny-sided effort to im

prove all a~pects of the school work, both on the administrative 

and educational sides. The fact that a very great r~nge of varia

tion exists between one school and another in reference to rate of 

elimination indicates that there are rossibilities of im~rovement. 

P more exact 11 sting will be found in the study ; here it ,-.rill c erv£• 

our purpose to concentrate the recommendations along four main 

lines. 

A: Better Teaching 

This includes an acjuctmcnt of the time schedules and course 

of study to the conditions surrounding American life, Dnd to the 

needs and interests of the child. Several different curricula are 

needed; one curriculum and schedule will not fit ell viewpoints or 

all situations; but the vari ety should not be as great as in the 

present, uncoordinated situation. What is intended is the working 

out of several types of course, to serve a c, norms. 

Above all, good teaching implies good teachers. It 1ould ap

pear that a good teacher holds the pupil despite a great variety 

of types of courses, and forms of school organization. In a volun

- 7 -
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tary system of education, the teRchers ability to attrect and 

keep the interest of the child is of :aramount importanc e . Good 

teaching, of course, becomes all the more effective when the sched

ule and course of study a.re adjusted to the child . 

Better Administration 

Many of the principals in Jewish schools 1;voulc he roor ac1minis

trators under good conditions, and most of the schools are ~,oorly 

organized . They are small and do not ,ermit proper graaation of 

pupils in accordance with age and knowledge. They are uncoordi

nated, each school having its own variety of schedules and version 

of curriculum . There are several small schools in one neighborhooc 

when one larger school would be more economical and serve better. 

Too frequently there is no careful checkup of attendance Rnd no 

follow up of basence and leaving. The sum 1er vacation plays havoc 

with school attendance; this might be improved by adjusting the 

Hebrew school year to the public school year and using the vacation 

period for some continuation of outdoor activity and informal Jew

ish educational work . There is no doubt that better ad~inistr~tion 

would itself lead to less elimination of pupils. 

C: Contact with Home and Parental Education 

• The Je ~ish instruction received at school is in a sense the -
• 

extension of the family tradition - much morA closely bound ur, ~it 

family life than the educa.tion of the public school. Furthermore, 

by a 11 voluntary sy·tem of education" is meant a system which ex

ists by the will of the parent. But influenced, :>erha:r:s by exam

ple of the public school, nnd ~ too narrow preoccu,ation with the 

work of the classroom, the Jewish school is not in sufficient con-

- 8 -



-

-
• 

-

tact with the home. 

C0ngregational schools of the nore modern type have, theo-

bi does come in contact i"i th the f;_:uily 1if€ . Well estti blishf•d 

congregational schools tn fHnaller cities do seem to benefit by 

this fact . But in a city like Nev:- Yor1c., the ;..,implc fact of con

gregationB.l auspices is not in itself sufficient to secnre contin

uous attendance . Rabbis are not infrequently changed; not all of 

them are interested or prepared to lead in school work_; m&ny of 

them are ha.rassed by multitudinous duties. Nevertheless congre-..., 

gational schools have a potential superiority in this regard., Pnct 

other types of schools should develop methods of closer contact 

with the family, which are suitable to their form of organizc1.tj on . 

The contact of school with home should lead to influences 

working in both directions. The teacher must have a regard for 

parents ' viei.vs . On the other hand the school must also try to de

velop a more intelligent and deeper parental interest in the Jew

ish education of the children . Parents cire frequently satisfied 

with some gesture toward t1. .Jewish education . They may remove the 

child from school for a triviaJ. reason or for an invalid one . Some 

remove the child because mechanical reading of the Prayer Book is 

not accomflished quickly enough; some do sons soon as this feat 

is accomplished; many withdraw the children at Bar Mitzvah or 

confirmation . The parental eclucati.on has to go far beyond the 

"Send your child to a. Hebrew school" type; and should endeavor to 

build up .a. lasting and intelligent interest in the child ' s Jewtsh 

education . 

- 9 -



• 

-

D: CrG'lt:! 011 of J?ubJ.ic Ur:tnion for J'er.rish Edncrttion 

In the old center'-: of Je·:·ish 1.-1.fe i 1 I r;stern :Gu:i:ore there 

~.-ras (i.n irnrelling so<"!it~l tr::•.c:;i ti, .,..i in the -r:1Ptter of :,end.inc chilclr~n 

to school, th.:1t j_ ,. to say boys. Ttl :! l'P r·.crc d8fiui te social ,·-c1t

terns ::1 s to rrhcn the hoy v10.::, sent to school D.::1(. l1ov.r ~10 r,-rocec•df~ci 

throueh Heeler c~nc1 Yoshj_vah . 'The j.1::1rulse ~'IA'' for ed-ucr. tion j_n gr-in

er;:,,l os ~-.. ell es for JeY.ish educ::'.tion c,,·ecific~l.~.v r.1.nd nc:1 t 1rr11ly 

the :-ublic [ichool nnd general educD.tj_onal iri.~~ti tutions have c1b-

sorbecl. r:uch of the energy of this dr1ve . Pal'ent(il cducati on mn::,t 

be cQrried on to reest~bli~h the old Jeuish social tra~ition inso

far n:~ this is I ossible . Such educatj_on mur.t be broaaer thPin i r. 

this connection. It shoulfl have a l'ij_de ba,;;j s nnc; this re 11 t1ircs _, 

the coofer.:'l.tion of all organizatj_ons cone rneri i.n thA strengthen

ing of J wish life . 

.A particulc..r ta;;ik 7hich face s the Je1::ish education2l orenciec• 

arise:::; out of thP. fact that the r·hol ~ r-attern of Je·::l •"h educvtlon 

h2.s been de~troy0d by the vu.riety of vle-:r.:.: ojnts c..1.nd ·ystems. In 

the ~resent uncoordinated situation nearly every school hRs its 

o~n syste~ and the children register at all ages and ~11 seasons 

of the year . P~.1·t of the cfi ort to st1~engthen the remno.nt of 

social momentum, for Jcvrish educr.tion, Vv'hich stj_l1 e:-:i~tC! , :i.s to 

reduce the confu'"'ion with reference to schEdules , content of 

courses, and tyr.es of schools . One norm mny not be ~ .. os(:'.'ible even 

uithin the Week Day type of school; several different normsJ not 

too many as to be conflicting, should be: develo:·: ed and an endea

vor 1n~de to have them ~idely estnblished . Propagonda for Jewish 

- 10 -
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education amon; parents would be more successful if a valit1 1 more 

normal type of Jov:ish ucucation vould be worked out and introduced 

into the varlous sections of tlio c:i.tv . 
" 

A special problem in incren~1ing onrollI11ent ( rises out of tl 

fact that trn.di tion - lly, in the old centers of Jewish life , the ed-

ucation of the girl "iND.,c:-. generally confined to the home ; ver" .. 

:::;irls received a [:Chool education . The Sunday nchool" h, vo rsotten 

beyond this tradition and tho p:r'oportion of attcndanco of girls is 

oven somewhat larger than that of boys . Progress ht~ been made 

also in the Ueo.k Day schools , but not aB much as is to be uosired . 

Tho proportion of girls to boys in the lee { Day schools is loss 

than one - third and does not seem to have increased since the 1328 

Now York Survey of ht} Jewish educational situatlon . The incre ·1ocr 

attendanco of girl~ would mean, of c urso, a larger propo~tion of 

the children of school a e in atten ance. 

In su:nmarizinf, it ls desirable to empha,.,izo that vvhile 

strengthening of th0 cJ'oneral interest in oduc' tion s an ultimate 

t im, this cannot bo accomplished by general propaganda. alone . The 

specific concrete problems outlined above mu t be attn.eked . It 

would be woll to fix the atttint· on on tho follo iin J : 

a) Lengthening the period of Jewish school attendance for 

the veragc child, with all this implies as toe tahlish-

ing a normal typo of course , improvement of instruction , etc , 

b) Inducing greater attendance on the part of gi rls . 

c) Elaboration of types of curricula which would int re t 

groups now indifferent , 

- 11 .. 
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11 el• rin. contrilSt betnoen tLe n 11 or of c1.il· ren '· ) 

of eloJ1ontn11 y scl"'ool arro on the on,. hand , Dnd tho nu~nbor of chil 

dren of hieh sehool ai.,c on tJ:.e othe , ,·Lo receive tTu·.1ivh ins rue -

tion , In thn former c·1.s0 thcr 1 ic, n comt a1:at.iv,_· ly largo ctt ·!~1 d -

n.nco , tLe ma in problur:1s being to keep the chilcl ··un n school lonr:-

er anri to improve tho quality of innt1.,uction . 

U.[_e group the problem is quantitative an well . 

In thu hi ~b, school 

It i;1 o.· ,im tod 

of hi--~._ nchool 
'-

a , ·o , oJ' v1hich a large ma jority (abo lt 110 , 000) n:tc nttundin,-,· tho 

publle hi ,h scl1ools , • nt on1y .~11,out 2 , r.oo a.re r.,cordod ns reco iv-

inc; son.J forrr of Jewish cl .soroo 1 in°truction . Addl ti on c.l l 1u1 . or 

<~Olfa, 1 nc:er sor.1u Jewish influence :J.n r ,} cr t., at.ional c enter,.. , • e ,_: ish 

campC'I , etc ., ut ncv ) rtbelec,s :thl, v "'t m jorit <J o not rccuive 

any Jo ,is. education outside of wh· t they m r o1)t in in thci • 

.1.' rom tho point of vi0 u oi' lo:'n.lties, soc1· 1 or ien ·at.ton and 

vocational adjustment , this purl ed in tho life of tho o and irl 

is universally r0co'"':nizod as boin of tht.; Drea cnt importu1ee . 

Tho subject of tho education of tho Je,·1ish ac olor1ccnt reql .ires in

tensive considera ,ion , parallel n ccope w th th" study which 

h '1 s bven ma.inly devoted to tho anuly is of tho , evd.sh ocuca lon 

of the e lem0ntary school ch ... ld . If a ne ·1 central cdu :. ti or al 

"gene s set up , one ol' its fir..:>t probl0m n cduc,1tional l'e -

search should be an ac cquc.. -'c t., tre tmo 1t of tho Je .,,,i sh yo th 

problem . 

- 11 
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PART II. 

PROi3LE:1S IN EDUCATIOlJAL POLICY 

Religion vs. Nationalism 

Sub jects of Study - Congregational vs. Communal 
Organization .. Intensive Hebrew; Education vs . 
the One Duy a Week School. 

Relation to Minority Type Schools 

Principles Underlying Communal Support of 
Schools - Application of Principles to Cleve 
land Situation. 

Su,E__ple~~-o . 2. The Problem of Instruction, 
Types of Schools , Courses of Instruction and 
Teachers - From the 1936 New York Jewish Educa
tion Study . 



PART II - PROBLEMS IN EDUCATIONAL POLICY* --------- -----------

In connection with the educational aim of the Je"'lrish schools in 

Cl eveland , a discussion has arisen on the qu estion of "re lir;:i.o:nu vs. 11 nu ·cionalism." 

-• It is aGsumed .i.n some quarters that the Temple schools are mainly " roiigious" and 

• 
.... 

that tho Clevoland. Hebrew schools represc-mt the "no.t l ona.1" int0rpretation of tTevr.ish 

Whon posod in this form of o. sharp ant i thesis, the question can hardly be 

discussed fruitfully. The difference of emphasis imp lied is undoubtedly of sig• 

nificance, but the t0 :rms mean different thinr~s to different people. It is prefer-

able to treat the problems involved more concretely. There a.re three main aGpe0ts 

that will be discussed (a) the subjects of study in the schools: (b) -the "conr;ror;a

tional II form of organir.ation as against the "communal" ; ( c) "intensive" education as 

ar;ainst 0 one-day-a-woek." 

1f-fhen the courses of study in the Sunday schooln and 

Hob r ew school s ure examined , a striking similarity of subjects will be found. The 

subjects of study generally are: Hobrow, Bible , Jewish customs und concepts, 

Holidays , Jmvish history, Jewish current events, and Pal e stine. Both Sunday s chools 

and Heb rew school s include e lements which one cannot help referring to as " religious" 

and "national," usinr: these terms in the usua l, not in any forced, sen se. Need l ess 

to say, tho a.mount of time gi-ven to each subject, thei r relation to each other, and 

the methods and spirit of toe.ching may diffe r in the various typos of schoolsJ but 

the first thin"; to notico is that there are so many similari ties. 

Tho 'rempl e schools in Cl0vf:llar.ld differ significantly from tho old- \ 

fashioned convontional Reform Sunday schools, They represent new tondoncies in 

Sunday school work which have been devoloping in recent yea.rs. The changes have 

bean in tho direction of eliminating anti-Zionist atti tudesJ more than that, of 

• ' . r • • 
• Soo nlso, o.t tho and of- this Chn.ptor, tho soction on "Tho P!'oblom of Instnotion11 

from tho 1936 Nevt iork Jewish Education Study which mP.y be read in vmy of intro
duction. 
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ma.king full provision for a knowledge of Zionism and the new Palestine, As a. re-

sult of' a more enlightoned pedagogical approach also, tho former tendency toward 

theol ogice.l bias and unctuousness has greatly diminished, The teaching of history 

has becom0 normal , a ~ubject in its own right, no longer subordinate to so-called 

"moral lea son::; . " Hebrew, in all ita fonns • for synagogue and ritual, for readine 

of the Bible , and as a modern language - is receiving more favorable consideration. 

Current events and problems of Jewish life are being doal t with in a more reo.J.i stic 

fashion. In this general movement towards the modernization of the Sun.clay ochools , 

the Cleveland Temples havo marched in the vanguard as far us practical applicacion 

is concerned. An observer cannot holp but think of them in tonns of a 0 relir;ious-

na. tional" synthesi ::;• 

The Cleveland Hebrew schools also roprosent a synthesis of national and 

religious elements as in fact do all modern Talmud. Torahs. The "nationalist-

secular" Hebrew nchool which has boen the subject of we.rm discussion is ra cher a 

figment of the imagination. Such an iceology has xis ted formerly more than now -

but there aro no schools which follow this i<loolo in practise. Upon analysis , 

the Talmud Torahs will be found to represent a f 1.-lsion of the old elementary hoder 

and the heder metukan (refonned heder) which dov0J.oped in Ea.stern Europe during the 

last generation or so - i.v:i.. th some adjustment to .American conditions. The Cleveland 

Hebrew schoolr. have omp • ::;ized the modern Hobrow tendancies representative of the 

heder metukan more th· n the average Talmud Torah, perhaps, but the roligious nd the 

traditional elements still predominate . 

Sidd~ reading., simplo prayerr.; and blcnsin ·s are emphasized in tho first 

two years . Hebrew is taught by a mixed method including conversation, wri i,ing and 

ram:nar J modern storioo und songs arG 1.1sad but thl:J vocabulary and forms are de signed 

as a preparation for roading selec·tions from the Bible as well as from modern Hebrew 

litoraturoe Moro timo ic J.evoted. to tho s ·cudy oi' Hebrew in connection with the 

prayer book or Bible than to puroly "secular" Hebrew. Sabbath services aro con-

ducted, attond nc0 being voluntary. Palestine and Zion.ism occupy an important 

( 
• 
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pluco in the schools , by emphasis und nttitude ra.thor ·than by amount of -tim, devoted 

to these topics n c specia.l subjects. 

J.1uch, o r cm:rse, depends upon t ho mo t hod and spirit of teuohing but tho 

visits did not reveal arrJ sharply defined differences on the r e ligious vs secular 

issue. The work in the classroom depends to a large extent on the personality 

o.nd preparation of ·tho tea chers, and the two groups of teachors do not, t aken as a 

whole I r0p:i:·o sent dir: tinct groups. For instance, they do not differ essentially 

wi t h reference to synagogue attendance a s determined by questionnaire. In both 

grou p::. , about t hree-fifths of the t each0rs reported that they attend the syna. r,ogue 

f rom time to timaJ about one-quartor attended regularly, and 15% did not attend 

or did not answer. 

The Con~regational schools, of course, nre associated with tho Syn.a. ogue 

lifa J religio1.1s service s a re a regul ar pa rt of the s chool work; and tho r o i s tho 

influonce of l eadership of the Rabbie But vrha.t the total effect of the sc i nfl uences 

are on tho reli gious life or views of tho pupils - apart f rom the effect of the 

classroom ins t ruct·on - i s not vory certa i n , as is i nd i cated by tho study of t he 

graduatos•* At a ny rnto , it cannot be said that tho i nfluence of the Temple school:; 

is altogethe r "relir,i01.rn" and that the Hobrcw sc hools altogether "national." A 
Tho criticism lovellod against t he Cl ovolo.nd Hebrew school s for heir ~ 

alleged national i sm probably arises from the nttit ude that Mr. Friedland, U!ld oertnin 

of the leadinb members of tho Board of tho Hobrow schools, are reputed to ont ort a.in. 

• That Mr. Frie dland ha s an 0nthusiusm for Hebrew li teraturo and is actively n. :: sociated 

with tho Zionist movement is no secre t; undoubtedly, his personality and spirit have 

.. 
been a force in th0 molding of the general character of the Hebrew schools. But 

with all this, a study of the school program and observation of the o.otual work 

done in the school loads to the oonvio·bion t hat tho a. tti tude of po.rents and the 

general views current in the community hnve been reckoned with a.nd that a balanced 

program of otud:ie s has been a.chioved. 

* A study of the attitude of graduates was mud~ in connection with the Slrvey, on 
which a. supplementary report has been prepared. 
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Tho purpose of tho above is not to put the stamp of final upprovu.l on 

any particular combination of subjects and methods. It may be that certain modi-

fications of prof.ram are needed to satisfy the parents in certain of tho loca.litios 

but this can be doterminod only by a more careful study in ea.ch neighborhood. The 

purpose of tho above is nevor to correct any one sided impression • 

2. "Con[:egational" vs. "cormnunal" organization. 

* Tho antithesis "religious" vs. "na.tional 11 is at times confused wi.th 

"conr,regational" vs. "communal." The second pair of terms has to do with metl otl 

of organization, not necessarily with contont. That a conununal or non-conr,ro~ution-

al school recd not be "secular" is clearly indicated by the faot that the Orthodox 

schools, e.g., the Yeshivahs., are comr.mnal in fonn of organization. 

As far us tradition is concerned, the Jewish school was consido ed as 

parallel - not subsidiary• to tho syne.go _uo. This is in accord with the empha.-;is 

t hat Judaism has a lvrays placed on the • study of the 1'ora. • Jewish schools were 

r. ometimes orga.nized alongsido of synagogues, out 11ery frequently also indopendently. 

The heder in Eantorn Europe was a privo.to instituti on organized by a teuchor o.nd 

maintained by parents' foes, somotime s under communal s porvi :;ion. The Talrn <l 

Torah, v;h i ch orif~inated us a. cho.rity school , wu r. maintained by the communi t-y . With 

the large immi,:rati on of Jews from Eastern EiJ.rope to .America., many Talmud Torahs 

were founded ann for o. timo it scomed that this type of institution, indopondontly 

organized and communally supported, would become the main instrument for Jowi sh 

elementary education in the United states, Duo to many factors,. tho tendoncy in 

recent years has been to make the congrego.tj onal unit a goneral basis of Jewish 

or anization, anci the educational devolopmont has beon in tho same uirection. On 

tho other hand, there has also been a tendency on t he pa.rt of the congregational 

schools to be influenced, as far o.s content of instruction is concerned, by tho 

course of study a.nu methods of tho moder Talmutl 'l'o rahse --------------
* The cuotom • ·~ co rm ;,communal ti is s, :cl ~10 ru, but "non-oongro a. ti n ~1 11 11 uutonomous 11 

or "inclopondont," would p e rha.ps be bottar. 
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In favor of the congregational type of organization, a number of points 

may be urged• The child appears here in t.J:10 framework of his family. There are 

activities for the youth and for parents, and :i. t may be said that the congrega.tiona.l 

schools strengthen the family tics. When the congregation han developed a wide 

range of Jewish intcrents, the educational work is conducted in an environment of 

Jewish activities an<l the communal sense of tho child amy be developed, From the 

point of view of Jewish education as participation in Je-vtl sh institutional and 

communal life, the congrega:tion thus offers pos~ibili ties. The congregational 

schools have certain superiorities from the point of view of their ability -t,o retain 

pupils and from the angle of self-support. It is, of eourse, to be renarkod that 

congregational organization is not of itself a guarantee of effectiveness. In Now 

York, for instance, congregational schools a.re generally S1nall and poorly organized. 

V.Jhat is meant is -that the congregational school, rganized as a modern center, with 

good equipment and finances, has unusual potentialities for educational work. 

There are, however, also certain possible disadvantages. Tho educator 

naturally favors tho independent school because he would 1 ikc to approach the 

educational problem from tho viewpoint of the child' 3 interests and the needs of 

education itself. In the synagogue organization, there is danger that the curricu-

lum, methods of teaching, and the activities be subordinated to the adult conceptions 

which dominate the life of the synagogue. Putting the matter in an extremo vro.y, 

there is dan~er that the couree of study may become a sort of prolonged homil0tical 

dis8ertation, i.e., that the teaching may become preaching. This is an evil f rom 

which many congrogatio:nal schools in fact suffore In Clev0land, however, in the 

case of the important schools, this unpedagogical tendency has been countero.cted by 

tho large size of the school, omploym0nt of special principula and good teachers, 

and their modern approach. 

That there are elements of divisiveness in the congregational organization . 

cannot be denied• The Orthodox are divided from tho Reform; there is a tendency 

even within a single viewpoint, for congregations to be pitted against each othor 
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in none-too-friendly rivalry. The element of social class Geparatism in not 

absent, intonsifi0d by limitine; school attendance to membor' e ohildren. It is not 

desirable to 3ubject the children of -tho community to such divisions. One 

of the benefits of th<3 Americnn democratic public schools hus been to brinG togother 

• tho citizens ro~o.rdless of ro.oe, creed or social status. Similarly, in Jewinh 

• education, the communal fonn of' school organization tends to bring tho children of 

different groups and classc8 in the population tocether, united by Jewish teaching 

• 

and Jewish loyalty. The educationn.l outlook should deal with th\3 Jewish conununi ty 

in its broader aspects and not be too no.rrovdy directed to synagogual organiza l;i on 

and concoptions. 

Finally, there are many Jaws today who wish to be associated with Jowish 

life, who value J owish knowladgo and Jewish ideals but who do not wish to identify 

themsol ves with organized religion. 

such Jews. 

The congregational school is no solution fo~ 

The congregational school is unquostionably here to stny nd must be 

roga.rded an an important~ perhaps the chiof, Jc-rrish educational instrument. But 

there is a need und plnce ulso for tho o~mnunn.l type of school. The solution 

semns to b0 in the maintenance of schools either inrlepondently, in coni;rogations, or 

in recreational centers as opportunity permits; and in the bringing of schools, no ~ l 
matter what their form of local organization, under the influence of' somo central 

V educational agency, communally directed whieh will coordinate the educational 

" eff'ort and assist in keeping it up to a high level of oduoational uchievomente 

,,. 
3• Intensive_1Iebrew education and the one-day-a.-week school. 

Whilo there is no logical gro nd for associating "religious" education 

w:i.th a minimal Jewlsh education, and "nationalism" with a more intensive form, as 

a matter of fact such mental associations are vory frequently made• For instance , 

in the interviews with the graduates, a mental association is revealed bot\veen 

Zionism or :nationalism and any positive o.ttituda towards the promotion of Jewish 



life - one po1·son defines Zionism as t he s ·!-; .tdy o/ i,he •1ible . The te 

on the other hand , is somo·cimes used when th- person wishes to indic.J."-e a lenser 

de gr ee of rell c;i ous adherence o r observo.nce, or sonotimes to connote an attit F 1e 

of aRsini l ation. ·.-Then the anti thesis "roli r- ion11 vs "na.tiono.l ,, is proso;itod h ,, 

conJ10 ct·i.on vri t}, • he educational problem, in some circ l es the main question ut .u:; i:;uc 

• o.ppenrs to be tho intensiveness of the instruction or the frequency of s hool 

o. t-tendnnce • 

• 

l'n.onr the factors which are re:.;ponsible forti1is is the errphasis that 

Sunday school:=; in the past h11ve placed upo!l moral instruction and the inculcat.i.on 

of relirious idous . Corrnnon sense ( of the tough- minded variety) and modern ? ., 

~O<::f~E'.Y , bot c~1st doubt on tho effectivene sr, o:f' mora l o.dmonition., and of tho 

teuchinr of' 1:1.bst.i.E\ct ideas abont ethics and rolirion as fa as nny result s on 

·1ct ml conduct or on in.,'1.er fa.i th. Havcver, following u widely prevailin"' id.co. 

that such il nt ru ,tion is eff ctivc , and pressed erhaps by ina.doquate amount of 

tine , the Sund~,.:i ~,chools of tle olden type fell ·no this speci us method of ton.ch-

inc by che transJYtir.sion of doct1 i! es and rolie;i us iden.s. 

'I'ro.ditiona.lly, ,Judo.ism reflec t s quite o."l opposite tenden Y• 

confidence is oxp res sed in preo.ching • emphn.si s is alwa s l a.id upon action. deop~ 

necessity is felt of omhodyinr~ id00.s and ethico.l o.ttit des into many conc r ete 

in abstract ide s or Jor,;,ms . ~a..,.,, laws o.nd prnctiscs. Similarly, no fo.ith is nla. 0 .. 
An intensive devotion to the st· clJ of tho To ah is enjoined. The study of tho 

Torn.h may bo roi;urcle a s an essential of J dln.sm - whatever it y be considered to 

bo , reliEious or 11ationu1, Tho1gh the puttorn evolved by the modern Talmud Torah 

or Hebrew school d iffers in many respects from tho trad ·tional hede r and Yoshiva.h , 

it is impelled by t hiv same idea l of a knowlod~o of Jewish liter ture in the 

ori inal Hebrew and thu. is in tho dir ct line of continuity with the Jowi sh schoo l 

trndi.tion. 

It i"' unfort unately t r ue that tho 'ra.lmud Tora.h2 achie v e their aim only 

"<I'~ 

\. 

in the case oJ' a. comparatively small number who continue through the high school and 



.. 
... 

- 8 -

t 1·aining schooJ • • ~o ::;t o thi_; pupi. l s cl op out bo fore oven an 0 lomcnh try knovil0clg;o 
of 1ie brow i s o. t ta i ny l. As fur n.s tho o.vorn •·e } upil is conc0r0nd , the Temple 

Sunday schooJ s in Cl uvola.n<l ho..v ·J n i:nport~:.nt u cldu,~omont to recor d i n their D., >i 1 ~ tv 
to retain ·cho pupil .3 fol' rnny yt.:cu·s of instruct:i on . Purticuln.l'ly i s thoJr 'tb:U .:L tv 

l t is ~1 opod 
t ha.t he 'templ e scLoolc vr.:i.11 be a.1Jlo, in t ho fut·H'o ., uls o to a.t.J..ra.ct 'l. lnr c;o 

number o f pupils t o tho Fcbrew classes an1l t ir t tho instructio'l in Hobr0vr ·r.i. 11 he 
more intensivo than L .. is t oday . 

omp'1.ro.ti vel ' sina ll , only the IIebrow school , a.ru givin0 a. minimnm Jlobro'H ecluc a·:· i.0::1 ( 

providin[j studon ~: n for the hich school d0partnont and thu tra • nine s l:ool , an l it ...___ ----
is ipon ·Lhi s SY stem L 1~t tho community mu s t c1 oDond i n the ma.in for a void in ~ ,. om-

plc-t,o cossation oJ· t}'..c Jo,:rich ~ruditioL 01· i n:.or sivo education. 

Rolu.tion t :.1inorit, .f"Do Schools --------- .. " .. __:. ____ _ 

req• t0 st h..•:i. c b on m lu for u.n oxp1 o s ~j_ on oJ· o inion ri th eforonco 

to tho advisu.bilit;y of givin6 cornmuml support - filL'\ncL l a.nd othe rwise - to the 

Yeshiva.h- 1'a. lmud 10
1 "1..h s* und the Yic.ldishist schools , both of which ma.y bu r H•'£ dod 

u. s mi nority school types in viovr of thu smo.11 onrollmvnts . The discussion ~ 1 ich 
follows mi ht i nc l 11do a lso the problem o f a. 11-c. a. or pu. ochio.l schools , but in vi ow 

0 1 .m fa.ct th t tho p rochiu. l school in Cl,_,vclL.rn ha.r- only eir,hteon pupil a, it vms 

not ro e;nrdod fl.G nccosso.ry to oluboro.to on thic aspect of the problom. A gon01·n l 
discussion on tho nrinciplo o.f da. s hoolH -:rill bo fo•:mi in t ho e c orpt from the 

1936 now Ior J.r Educ"'ti on stud · incl Hied 101·owith. 
-------- ---- ---- -·----··---
* Th terr Yosh:ivah- Talm td Tor hs :1.r 1sou for the ·iunhiv h Ado.th i nu.i Is a.c l nnd its b ranchc.s . Tho ~;err.1 Yoshivah is usua. lly pplied to ·l ll- d y s hools ·wh.ilc the se school s a. c cond1wt0d in tho u.ftornoon .. s Tn lmud Torahs ro ul· 1, t re . Tho lnng n 0 01 instruction in those school~ is Yi dish. Th0 courso of instructi on cornlists o tho trudi tion'll ~u ricnlum, incl ding Tlumosh nnd T lmud . Th0 school s r uf o rrod to as "Yiddishist" o. not to be confused with tho '\bovo . Tho 1,, t.ter nr0 non- roli ious in character a.nrl are devoted to tho study of modorn Yiddish, re ,,clin , wri tin~ , li o ra. ture , J wi s 1 his ory a.nd 1 e ends . 
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It s.10111 . he stated at the outset tho.t on puroly practical r ro 1111ls ',o 

new institution shoulJ be Given financial sup;1ort until th0 school s und the ecluco.

ionul activities at prec•cnt supp or ted '.Jy tho ' llrt~flu of Je,vish Educ tion o.1·e n·onerl 

provided for . Tho d.i.,,.cussion nrescn.ted h9 evr.i.th is, t1c:n1, on the hasis of tho 

principles i nvolved. It shoulr.l also be un.derstoo(1 that the question i:-· one of 

public and communal policy, not 0•1ly of n.n o-~ucati onal expertness; c1ifforcncos in 

opinion in ·che se matt0rs exist and the finnl responsibility for the decision in any 

localitJ· J'luc\ rest -...rith tha communal body that is concornede 

General pri:2:9iple s U'Yl 1lorlying conunu:nal support of schools . 

One of t-vro alternative position"" r:ay be taken: 

Plan A. As a prerequisite i'or financia l support ., 

(a) The central Board of Educa tio1.1. may lay dovm cert in standard.::; 
with reference to extern ls., s1 1ch as, sanitation., type of 
building or financial stability; and a.lso reasona ulc conclitions 
with reference to orderly a b':linistration and peda ogical me hod. . 
But it may not interfcro vrit 1 ho question of oducationul policy 
or lay dovm o.n particular prorram of studios . 

Plan B. Tho other viewpoint is, 

(b) In n l, i tion to the preroquini·t,3s mentioned above , there are 
also certain 11 inimum essentialG , " us they are called, L1 dto 
progrnm of stud· es which c 11 school s m st fulfil l. Schools 1nay 
bo of various typos ., but underlying the course of stu y of nll 
the school the re must bo s om0 connnon educational program ex• 
preasing itself in tho choice of studies as well us oi' tho 
methods usede 

2.'he position of the Jewish Education As::;ocia tion of N0w York which 

follows the first pr·nciple may be athcred from the followinf'.: paragraph q oted 

from a recent report : 

"In the case of those (schools) which received financial aid 
of any sort from the A.ssoc::l.uc.Lon, the maintenance of certain 
standards were demunded o.nd th0s0 were examined throu :-,h inspoction 
visits to the schools by a roprosontative or committee from the 
association• Among the req1:tir0mont s made of a school by the 
us::;ociation were inclu ed continuous records of attonda.nco and 
enrollm13nt, income and exponcli ture , sanitary and safe buildini:; 
provisions as worked out by a committee of public school 
principals, a responsible board of directors, the employment 
of licensod teachers certifiod by the Board of Licenses which 
had been organized by the Associ tion. It may be add d that 

• 
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qualifications for licensed teachers included an adeqnat0 
knowledge of the Hebrew subjects, a certain degree of secular 
education o.nd special peda.goe;icul training." 

Tho Jewish Education Ai:; r ocin.tion has g iven financial aid of one sort 

or another to schooln of various types including the Yiddishist schools*· und of 

iding schools even of' the old-type Yeshiva.hs . The no.jori ty of schools which u e ---reo0ivin fina.ncio.l nssistnnce are, however, of the Hebrew week-do.y type both of 

the communal and con .regutionul form of orgn.niza ion. 

The Fodera.ti ons in YO.rious cities., have h:::i.d u more selective policJ• 

11hey have never formul::tted any principles., but ~1.s a matter of p1·uctio9 they hnve 

not given aid to schools of the Yi ddish or of tho ull- duy or purochinl typo. 

It has been stated that in Akron, Ohio, finunc :i.a.l aid is given from Jovrish cOiim.UI1..'\l 

funds to Yiddishist schools. The :nuturo o.nd terms of this a.ssi stuncc have not-

been investic;n:ted but i n any case kron could hn dly serve as n "precederrl:; . " By 

u procodont , in this sense, is m0a.nt o.n estubli hod procedure vridoly supported by 

trudition or public opinion. 

In connection with this whole quost:i. on, the position outlined by tho 

Committee on tho 1036 Jewish educntion ntudy in Wcvr York City rm.1.y be of into ost 

us illustratinr: Plan "B" indicated o.bove whic} rog lires certain "minimum ossontials" 

a.s well a. s O ;ta.ndo.rd s." The following is n cr1otution from the section on educo.-

tiono.l policy: 

* 

"If any form of financia.l o.ssistance , either in kind or 
through scholurship8 or subsidies bo given, tho Now York 
Cammi ttee tn!).y req iro cho Lll.i"illmont of cortuin suul 
conditions, such ~r, , provinion of sanitary quurtors , b la.nci 
of budget, omploymont of ce rtifie d teache s '1nd inclusion of 
minimum ossentio.ls in tho course of study. But tho Committee 
will not interfere wlth t;ho religio' is, philosophical or 0<11 en.• 
tiona. l vievq,oint of n.ny institution nor o.-cteMpt to impose ".ny 
pa.rticulur viev,rpoint upon." 

Except in tho case of the extreme "l··d't" t::ypo of Yidciishist school which hc,.s 
o. definitely a.nti- roligious pro~rum. 
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s to ho 
11
r1inimurn o s sontia.l s," in ~ rwtho para.r;raph it L., iJl'iico..·;;utl 

"'T'ho followinr; :1r0 a,,copt0cl ·ts , ·uidin1: nri..:1cipl0s: 

(a) lJcwi sh oclucntion is roe;a.rdod as sup 1l01nontary to the 1:; o.n.0 1"1.l oJ 1c:1 ',ion rocoived in tho public schools ; 

(b) fi'oliidon::, olemon s receive full onsidora.tim , both in co 1·s0 
of s1-;udy nnd in practice , . s iL the cone uc-t of Sl.blJuth ·crvi cos and colobro.tion of holi, aya. '/rith rofer,..,nco to bhu pa.rt"i.c 1ln. relir.io'1 :. viev.rpoint in C\.ny scllool , i.,h princlpal a.nd te~chers m11s-t 1,o i~uidod by thu gone ro.l n t-L i tude preva..1.. lin~ in tho hoP10 n from wllich th-J pupiln come J 

(c) !Icbrevr .i.r.; includod us un impo!-t:\nt olomunt in tho coitrso of study ; 

(<l) En[;li"'h is regarded <.a.S Lhe vcrna.c la.r un • wo•ild bo 1sed in nJ.l olomont'"\.ry courses o.s t. 0 ln.nt;unr;o o i.'l.Structio 1 in "coni,cn1 ,, snbjec · s where free discussion is n0cosso.r•r, such Qs hist ry, current events, cortu. in a.spec l, s of Jovrish litornture . 11 

In co inr· to tho a.bove docision, the !Jovr Yo k Committee may be s·,id 
to ha.ve Loon 'Tlotivn.1·od by tho followinr- circ•uM:· 1.ncosi 

(1 ) 

( 2) 

(3) 

'rho Jo-r:i sh school should not co:n_ uto l th the public schoo l 
:Ln tho r ttor of r_-01 t:Jra.l o ucu.-:; ion, but should be o r-nnizccl solely for purposes of to chin1~ Jurfo.is1:1 c. nd Jovrish affairs . 

:rnomonts tlmt huvo trudi tion~lly chn.ructorized tho Jovd sh Dchool .: lch uc rolip;ion a.nd tho liebrow la.nrua. ,o m 1st bo ro ~a1 od us 
elomonts tha. t define h0 very cha.rue tor of Jovd sh educ ti on. 

In tho J nitod St'ltus tho Jow:Lsh school must udupt itself to 
nuricun con:litions . Ono of ·thoso conditions is that Jcrrs 

in uricn. use English a.s o.n ordin:1ry la.ngua.[_;o of intcrcoursu , Both from ('\ pcdu :·01;io l and social point of ow, therefore , En::·lish should bo ·1voro in th0 tcachinr of history, current evonts , otc, 

(4) 0 conni 0rC1.tion v s givon Lo i: he fo.ot that the types of 
sc} ools '.v 1ich wore excludod .. tho purochia.l n.nd tho Yiddi shi st -were; at ondod only by n smul 1 mi 'Lori ty of' tho Jo !/S and tha+; i.ho } ror;rum outlined would un.i to t h0 very lnrc;e majority of th JoNs . 

Ho"W'OVor, schol1rships aro now boi r; r ivnn to tho s0vcro.l typos of' i'1-

stitutions in l1J0w -rork Cit by tho Jewish 3l ct Lion A.s•;ociution a.nd it -wn.s i'r~lt that 

the position of tho r,c 1001s u ,ht not to bu ,,ro senod by tho proposud now policy. 

compromise Yfa,... f'o1lnr' necossa.ry and it wn.s lecid d to mnko dis tine· ion bffb.voen 
"schol arships" '1n 4 11 '"'ubsidie s . " Th0 fo1 or to1 wns used to esignnte oompn.L·o.tivcly 
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smull suns given on a p1)r ca.pita. basis in behalf o f poor children roprcsontinp; 

a ce rto.-~n limite d percentage of the school oiu~ollmont , while the term "subsidy" 

was defined as financial aid r;i von to u school w:1ich for.us a major part of -Lh0 

income needed for maintenance . In the cus o of "scholarships, 11 it was :1q;uod 

that the parent ' s choice o f school to which to send tho chil d, should not b0 

limited by the i'act o f pov0rty. This was a ma. tt0r of consideration of individual 

However , tho subsidy v1u.s r iven for the ma.intenance of an institution 

and is considered as a promotion of that t ype of institution. With re fe re nce to 

this differentiation, it was reconu:10nd0d by the Now York Committee that: 

11 No sub sidies • •• a re o.t present to be given by any of the cerrt:ral 
educational organizations to t he Yiddishist or the all- day schools , 
and on t he 1; rounds of precedent tho Now York Comrn.i tteo wou ld be 
justified in concontrating i t s of forts on tho very large middle 11:roup 
of school s which include the wook-do.y and Sunday schools . " 

~pplication of principles 

Applyinr~ each of th(J two methods to tho Cleveland situation, the follow

ing would b , t he posi t .'i.ons : In accordance vvi th th first pln.n (Plan A, pago 9): 

1 • The Yoshi vah-Talmud '.r o:rahs should be re qui red to int ro duco 
cortain changes to meot standardc of sanitat ion, proper records 
of attendn.nce and finances . Th,; oducational and profossiona.l i-L
qualif'ications of tho teacher'" should ulso bo ascerta ined. Such 'IV'-? 
standards would , of course , bo the same o.s the Bur eau of Jewish ~ 
Education sots for a ll othor o.ffiliate<l schools. 

2. 'T.'ho Yid,~ ishi st schools would b o entitled to support providinr; that 
a su rricientl y largo numb (; r of pupils o. ttond those school::; which 
sho1.lld be uscer·ta.i ned. In s tancln. rcls of sanitation and qualifi ca-
ti on of teuchors und meth ods usod ., thoy s00m in a gcnoro.l vray to 
meot current ::,tanda.rds , but this , t oo , should b 0 v o ri.fioda 

In accorda.nce ·with tho s0.oond Plan B outlined o.bovo (page 9) which 

roquires"minimum o ssontia.ls" as well o.s stamo.rds , 

l e '.rho Yo sh ivuh-Talmud Torahs wou l d ·bo required to introduce the 
f ol lmvinr; cho.ngos : Systematic teo.chin f!, of Hebrew with r;r rnmar ., 
etc . by any upproved modern method , und tho introduction of a 
system.a.tic course in J ovrish history preferably tau 1~ht in English. 

2. Tho Yiddishist schools would not be eligible for cornmunn l suppor t 
for s0voro.l reasons : First., t hoy do not include any reli gious 
element , and in the se c ond place , •rhil0 tho general principles 
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2. indica.ted above do not contain any opp osition~ tea.chine; of Yiddish 
fl.s a special sub j ect or ovon to its use as o. modium of translation 
whore locul conditions ,mrrunt, never theless making th0 Yiddish 
language an.cl litera·curo the ;:uin subject of instruction and -L ho 
implic::i.tion that Yiddish is the lane;uage of the Jews , would bo 
contrary to tho general prir1c-iple laid dovm. A further objr3ction 
mado in some quarters is the conne ction of the Arbiter Ring schools 
vr.i.th the la.bor or soc ialistic progrrun . No obj octi on ca.n be to.ken 
to tho indivi dua l bo l iofs of teachers but it is o.rgued that the 
sol e purpose of the Jewish school should be Jevdsh oduca.t:i.on and 
that it is not the proper function of o.. Jcw:i.sh school to engage , also ., 
in socio- economic questions . 

In conclusion, it should be emphasized a.gain that th0 final decision 

on this ma-tt0r must rest with tho local community which vvill consider the E;Onorul 

principles dovol opod above in tho light of loca l conditions und attitudes. If 

the viovvpoint of the ·writer* is dosired 1 ho is roady to state trot he holds to 

the second position ( or Plan B), viz., thut - bosides st n.ndards in extorno.ls , 

qualifications of teachers etc. - somo "minimurn 0ssontials" in the course of s t udy 

must be roquirod a.s prerequisite to receivinr: support from uny communal educationa l 

ugcncy • 

* This summ~ry hus boon formula.tod by Dr. Berkson. 

.. 
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Supplement II 
From the 1 e. 36 row York 
Jowis~:.. Lducn t ion ~~t_udy 

The Problem of Instruct:i.on , _'.:17ypes of Schools , 

I I . 

1: Of tho four main typos of schools - Hebrew --✓eok Dn.-y , Sunday , 

All Day and Yiddishist , the l ar: t named represents tho s1 ✓a1lost , -::• 

in terms of pupil enrollment . The Yiddishi~t type is the most 

re cent in developmont and departs from tho Jewish educntional 

triadition in fundamentals . These r:chools aro outspokenly non-

religious in charactor , althou r:;h tho Bib l e is sometimes tand!t a:1 

literature , and certain Juv,ish holidays are celcbr•atcd for thoir 

cultural and social value . The se ~ hools attempt to achieve a 

s ocialist - Jewish cultural synthesls and emphanize the teaching of 

hi"tory , Jewish problems , Je vish arts , and partictlarly Yiddish 

ljterature . Yiddish was chosen be caus ,) i 

tho lanr;uage of the Jewish masses , its literatur0 d.calinr• with .o 

actualities of pr~sent day Jewish life . Hebrew , :Lf taught at al 

is relegated to a secondary pos i tion - since it is considered to o 

much tho lan~uagc of tho Book , and of classic and r li , lo slit -

erature , t oo much associated wi t h tho syn: f.; OGuc and prayer . In 

this choice of Yiddlsh there was als o an expression of sel.f - rcS_[.Bct 

and self - dete rmination , a rec ognition of tho values of Yiddish 

despite tht,j fact that it is looked down upon by upper classes and 

assimilated Jews. V/hother one agrvc or not with their poin t of 

view , it must be admitted 

-::• i . e . without th0 conm 1 nist schools of the Interna:bional Workers 
Order , which cannot properly be re garded a s Jewish schools . 

- 12 -
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that these school s are the sincere exfression of certnin groups of 

Jews, who though non-religious, have a loyalty to Je~i sh life and 

to its social ideals and who wish to inculcate Jctrish self-under

standing and self-respect among their chil~ren. 

However, it is questionable whether these schools can b con

sidered an integral part of an American Jewish educational system. 

Orthodox or strongly religious Jews would rule them out for their 

non-religiou~ character. Perhaps others would not favor the tying 

up of Jewish teaching with socialism - as being a definitely parti

san, politico-economic viewpoint - although these schools are tech

nically clear of any official ~~:ct rtisan connection. The most va.li 

objection, perhaps, cor1es on neither religious nor political ground', 

but on the questionable adoftion of the Yiddish laneuage as the 

sole medium of instruction. The study of Yiddish as a len~uage and 

literr.:ture certainly cDnnot be objectQd o - no more so than the 

study of any language. But making Yidclish _·rimary and Hebrew se

condary - or eliminating it altogether-is ~uite dnother matter from 

the Jewish point of vie~. Furthermore, the schools t ~ch history 

and all content subjects in Yiddish and thi~ seens counter to the 

view that English is the vernacular. The theor that Yiddish is 

the l;:inguage of the Jewish home is being broken do rn by the fact 

that many of the children rtttending the Yiddish schools have to 

learn Yiddish at the school. 

The Yiddish schools , although still a small minoritJ, have 

been Growing in recent years. ~!hether they are perm~nent or pass

ing phenomenon is im1.ossible to say. But \·hatever the future may 

bring, these schools have not as yet von that position in Jewish 

- 13 -
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lif · •,.rhich vroulcl jurJtify ::. C(~ntral Je1,vish educational 2 r, encv rcr-o . ) -

J·e~;ent1ng the Je-_ri~h comruunity, in actJvel/ _.ro111oti~[. this tyT-,e . 

Such school.) should not be excl.urled fror1 any benefits of service 

through subsidies , ho~ever, is not recommenJed, 

At the other extreme in gcncr~l view~oint arc t½a All Day 

schoo1s , particularly the Yechiva.hs . The Ycshivah is moti,n1t0d by 

D strong religious and Jewish purpose , the deslre to !·romote Jew

ish trP.dition, Je vJsh learning , and a pious attltude tov'c:1rd Jiff). 

Desrite these prajseworthy pur9oscs, no modern educator can con

done kee~ing the children from nin ln the morninc to sev .n in the 

evening confined to intellectual studies, and the relegation of 

the secular generrl edlCc:tion to the afternoon 1--iours from li, f . m. 

to 7 l· .m . The modern Hebrew type: of school is less l jectionable 

in t'1is res.!. ect; it aims at a bal&nce betnecn the H0l>rev.r ancl gen

eral subjects . In best exctmr,les this form of school rc!·rescn s a 

note·:,orthy 8.ttemrt to overcome the dualism that rc.:siu.es in having 

the Jewish and general instruction given under diff1rcnt aus;ices , 

and endeavors to avoid the conflict and lack of integrntion which 

this involves . Insofar as it does this, it is performing an ex

cellent educational function . 

The im!)ortance of the All Day school for Jev1ish life is being 

more fully recognized as the realization grows that Talmud Torahs 

or Hebrew afternoon schools must reduce the 1 ... umber of days and 

- 14 -



.. 

-

hours of instruction so as to allow for a more normal ty~:e of 

schedule. This is absolutely necessury, once the public school 

has been accepted as the usual mode for general instruction, but 

it makes an intensive Jewish educ&tion, such as characterized the 

traditional Reder and Yeshivah, quite impossiblP. Judai m has nl

wci.ys depended on a profound knowledge of Bible and Telmud, and 

,rhile the maj ort ty 1Nho attended the Heder never r, tt2.ined great 

scholarship, learning was open to all; and there ~lways existed in 

the f!or.-..ounitY- an up per layer, a sort of intellectual clRss, both 

rabbis and laymen, well versed in the classic literntures. A num

b8r of the All Day schools developed along modern lines which pro

vide a better balance between general rnd Jewish subjects, and 

give the possibility of a more complete knnwledge of Hebrew and 

the JeTiish literature are to be welcomed. They have at least the 

same right to exist as private schools. 

As in the case of the Yiddishist schools, ho, ·evor , there is 

a question whether the All Day schools, even when worked out along 

modern pedagogical lines, can be officially sponsored by the Jewish 

community. The majority of American educators regard the public 

school, where Jew, Catholic and Proteste.nt, nD tural and foreign 

born , rich and poor, are educated together, as a ba ·ic element in 

American democracy. Insofar as the Jev.rish position may be judged 

by the actual practice of Je ,vs - only a few percent of the Jewish 

children attend All Day schools - the Jews have fallen in with thi ~ 

general principle. No doubt practical rtifficultie~ ana the high 

cost of conducting All LJay schools have bEen a f actor. But state

ments by Jewish leaders indicate that the All Day school is not 
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favored by Jews on gro-unds 0f principle as well. For tnf'tr;1nc0, 

David de Sola Pool, rabbi of the orthodox a,anish and Portuguese 

Synagogue, reviewing the Jnwish posi tion in the 1932 Year Book of 

the International Institution of Bducation, str:,tes: "The Jews of 

the Unj_ted States have thrown in their cause v:holeheartedly :ind com 

pletely with the public school system". In the light 01 thj_;::., the 

All Day or Parochial school should be regard ed as? ~inority type., 

which must der:end for their support on the groups r:hich favor their 

~aintcnance. They are entitled to a certain &ssistance on the part 

of a central educational agency, as in the case of the Yiddislist 

schools, but cannot be regarded as the typical form of Jev~ isl edu-

cational endeavor. 

3: The Sunday School illustrates the extreme of the adc.l _r; ti ve or 

conformist tendency. In its desire to conform to the non-Jewish 

world, the conventional Reform Sunday Sehool has lost aJ.l savor or 

the Jev:ish school. There is no attempt to .retain the conce, ,t of 

study of Torah or Jewish learning. Jews brought up in the trrsdi

tional manner, even when not orthodox, fee .l the th ologic~l empha

sis of the Reform Sunda.l school to be unJ ev:ish in essencE:. Boreove~ 

while it has conformed ottwardly to Anerican conditions - in □atter 

of reduction of hours of instruction - the viewpoint is ratncr an 

outgrowth of intellectuel and philosophical movements current in 

Gertiany in the 19th century, than a true ex-pression of what is vit&~ 

and democratic in American life. It is essentially an u~ier class 

affj_liation which it promotes. Until recently the Reform Sunday 

school wns strongly opposed by Jev.riC"h terc r1nrs of the more conserva

tive and orthodox schools, r-J.nd "national '1 schools. 

- 16 -
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Sundry school • rogrr.rn in the direction of bringing 

Jevvish trc.di tionDl concer: tions ~1 ""."1c~ to J(~v:ish c::ff;_· irs os r·ell. The 

clogmatic anti-~~,ionist c1ttl.t1..1cJe h.:,r; largely be2n rerl::' cec1 by t-n in

terest in the u r building of Pr ls;;tine. A 111ore f r vor~· blc-?. cor1::-'. j_derE'

tion of Hebrew is noticec1ble c;nd this h2s Jee: son e schools - c2r

ticulsrly in the middle west - to introduce o~e or t wo :· d? itio~al 

wee~ d~y sessions for some of the children. There has been much 

inr- rovernent in the teachinp: of 1-·i.i;-: tory. T11e j_ntroduction of c..::,1nclr1 y 

schools by conserv~,tive congregr tj_ons - in ;·ddition to the 1·cg·lll t·. r 

week ~ay school s is also tenling tc chrnge the gener2l cha ~rcter cf 

Sunday school instruction. 

Due to these c r: u : es .:--· F!or c f :. vo1·;:-: bl f' f·tti tucl.e to Suncl. :· y sc:.1001 

instruction is be ing develo:- ecl. 1 . r ~- eticr l f. oint i s l1rgecl in it ;_; 

f2vor: - thi:! 0unc:1 r.y schools 1·hen \ ell org211i;,cd seem t ~:> retrin the~ 

r ur.,ils over e lonr-; er 1. er·iocJ thE1n othe r sc~1ools. In vir:~,,r of the 

cond.i tions, the r..vcr2i.gc chilcl in Sun< :~1:t s chools rcceivcf! iri.Or(' in

s tructio~-1 in the lon2; run tht n the averr[,C chilcl <'ttencinr Fe.,c· k 

the cwph 2sis is t here, ~nd if 1ne thods rntl conceftions :re i D~ rovod, 

':'onld r:;ivc the SuncJ[y cchools r.:. v;_ l 1..1r ble O1·ientc~tion. The r.1\ 1 P:.i 1<.1 

H(-
1)r8\"' ·1-:te"l",...tUI-.- U,O r-r.- "·,-:1 : t't.e1·• of 1~•,·.· ct ro ·. E~ n..:J 2!°1 LIU(~l1 e P .. P..l1J lY_r1 ·c' 01:, :; I , ', -· .L .._ C 1 (,:; ' . C . ,J U , , - I.. 1 

- - .\ - • 

time on tc r chin~ ncch~nic~l ~er0ini of 
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linguistic i ns truction in genRral . 

ever , c.l though it is r ttcnded by inorc~ cJ-1.ilc~ r<~n thnn r:o to the 

other types described 2bove, it is to 

ty ~e . 

group of schools. /bout 37,500 hi.lr1 ren ,ttend this tYJ C' of schoo 

u,rh1· ch cons ti· tut eq 60°,'.1 of t,i'l'-"' tot rr•l. Be r • des tl • qt t. , ..... _ ,_, ..., i . . .'J.8 in.: .,ri) Jion re-

conforms, in c gE·::.1r.)rc.,l ·•r.y, to the Hebr0 -. .. ee1. dc.·y ::fttern . I ·, 

to the problem of the orgr.r~j_ c'·L tion of rP.L:i.t;io1.1s j_}1st1uci.j_cr in the 

Uni tee~ S t c· tes. While t he Cr·tholics hav e 

the 1..·ee { Dr: y schocl . 

t .bly ; on the one e:xtren., i s the Heoer-li -~ 1., T~.li ud Torr-h.9 on the 

other hanc~ the Dynt(~or;uo R0l i gious s,;hor•l, ,. !1ich l s L l 1
• e::tc1l:J ion 

of the Sunc"!.cy school in the c.1.ir c~ct ion of ,' r·o1·e conservr. ti vc viev.r-

:i:, o:int . Bot h of thrsc ty\ · :..s c.1.r · 
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1: It is sur ~- l0:-:ie1, tc ry to the Pi.1 b:l.j_ c 8c hoo l 

;~: The cc~.-:rse oI s t udy inclur7es the 01c 1.i11 suhject::- oi the tr .. c1i-
tionc,l Je'l.'··ish eler1cintDry schooJ., (the f:;l s1:1entrry Hed.er in its 

t:" 1-; ro~:er Sf!nse), ~~uch DS SiC.dur (L;r .. ~ycr IJoc• ~), Ill,1uosh (t:12 PG'1 :. -
., teuch, Forr.1;'r Pro,e. h0.ts, 0ucl occr' ~;ion£lly other c::1 rt:, of the Dible: . 

. -

• 

The Hcbre\v texts <I'<:= c,11.'.'r,yc used . 

3 •. Th t d • t • l h b 1 
• j • 1 l 1 J • h .- e r n J_ ·iont_ course c. s een rJOCJ.l . l (~C '.JY i!lOCteITl . <? •· J.~3 

influ .nces . The 111ost imrort;;'.Y).t che1ngc is in the· t c, c .1ii1f., of H b-
rew. Formerly Hebrew texts v·f;re trensl,. tec1 lnto Yic:{1i.:>ll: nov1 in 
most Tc:;lr·1ud Tor:. h:3, Hebrev~ is used r,s the lcn0uc:1~e of instruc;tion 
end is studied rlso for itr• ov,n sE11-:e. Iiif'torv hrs r.lso been ir 1 -

troduced but i c gen8relly tc:;u~:ht inr.-de 1vr te.ly. Singj_ng of Jev.ic•h son[':s, sr.culnr c=;nd relirriou s, i."lre inc:l1.1d ed . ~ j_oniSi"fl ,:1 ·nc) P£ lc"
tine Bre centres of int2rect. 

4: The Tc' lr:1uc Torr.h is c.:lose to Jevish tr: ·: .. Jtio·-1 end r~t the :{rm, , 
time rec r on s:L vc to 11ove1r1<:nJt .. end aff[1 irs in Jf:! .i.sh lif e . hej_r attitude is frcqu 9ntly ~0~cri b0d ns nltionel-rcli Yious, ut this 
is not c.lu8 to ~ny (5~f' ini tE.~ theory but the r~flc:ction of in ~rest 
in tl1e v,rious e.srects of Je1,,:ish l ift~. The T::-J.1 11ud Tor2h Js the outgrowth of the trc·oi tion£-.l s cho,~l ; :".· mor~if'i,:ic by r: iodern Je-Pish 
,·:-tovE.mcnt~; c"' ?1cl ,s chr. n g,ed by I1,.·1t~ ric1: n cona.lti ()ns , ruther thrn tho 
:-: ro6uc t of t;. , c~ efini te viov1, on JG' rish 1.if E:, c.: j n the othE)l' ty·,-, ,. 
f_;unrJoy School, (Rcfor!Il), Yeshiv;,. h (O··t.,r1oclox) ,/ Y:Lr•i cJi:-~: hi ~t ( Coci['J -
li ~t). 

tn?.y still be rega1·rlcd 

the -r:·rinci_rlf', of :11ri i n1 c.ining the r" c'.i ti.on~:· J. 1. orms of tllr~ t·chool 

ond hil · it s ti 11 h r ~3 ,;_. st ong hol e"" :;cctions 

~a. tcr .1 Luror- -.an H_c) .r or Ycshiv: h, . t . l , l~"; 

rent" born o:i:· educ;•ted in he Uni teri 1..1 tr -.s . I~1 orrl r to i re~.~\rv• · 
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..., 

3: 

T '_,_. c c 1 ··--r~• 1 L·. ~., ,, 'T l"'( 1( 11 ·i,,,, , . ·tt,:,,.--r~r·,·1°f' 11·,, 
~ t L ._-4 ... ...t u . L LA ...:: ,_,. < .L .J.. ~ ., J. ,. , .J~ ,.. ,..,, i.... C. V ,,. _, J. \,., 

, 1 
c. 

1'0 •1 r • 1•-1-r-,rnc)or1s , ·'"'cJ -~ 11 r1_.;i, y ·, ,n·, 'l• y,,·,~ I.A . - 1,..., ... , . .. ... .j,, ....., ...A V ~ • d -- - ... 4 - ~ ... ~ • 

T'ri.i.s inter .:.!('1'•.:~, ~Jn(:n1y •. ·i t}i tr11.. -~ 7_ ;_ y ti.-.. ,e of tr1c c1r,i l e: ✓ Gl' 

other c1.~ltu1· : J. i.ntt·· r<:~;t ·· ''UCtl • ~'., 1 ·u~1ic. L;'o1· ➔·(1c- :,, Jori ,'.J oL· i:.rv· 
c:1tldren, 2 three time c~ 'leek r:cti ;1_~·L1lc :i_[; the :J1ost thnt can be ex-
1:ectcD . This docs not prccJ.uc.le n mere intei1[~iv0 i'orm of inf3;:,ruc
tion for those V!h() 2..re i;t.rticl1.larly lnterestr:,d in an intt::nsi vc1 
course in Hebrew l~ngua~o and litcratur0 nn0 ~ho come from homes 
,.,11c-,re ~;uch an intensj_ve cours,0 is desired . Such five t.i.:ic ;_ , ,_-rec 1-;: 

schc·tules should be limj_ tcd to the old(~j_' age g1·our~1 . Scvor~~.1 ty ,-~~ 
or schcc~ule must be clr:.borc: t(:~c1 to meet the nc.}ccl.s of (~.iffcrE,nt in
t cr8.::ts ,lnd nbi.litic'~, but o.s noted above , n.ot so r;:i:Jny D.s to cr ~10.-cc
cunfusion . 

The Cour::-~c of study is ovcr·•.:eightccl , i th 1inglJistic cl(f,;1 unt ... . 

To much t :i.mc, r cl:.ti vely, is spent in tf~~:cbi~1t~ the 11 ·, 1,::ch: nj
c2.l rGL..ding", as it i s cc1.ll0d, of the H·;brm, Prty, r Loo1~, . n -, too 
~.1uch pro:~·ortionc.tuly o.lso in the L ttr·mpt to tee-ch Hr0 bre·.·, vri th thL. 
efft-:: ct that llcontent ::;ubjoctsn [:uch as history, tc:.-1.chin[~ of' Jc'i is 1 
concerts, and discussion of currunt event~ n~c usunlJy s~crificcd . 

There is innc.teuuc:,J..c corr r~ lr,tion ;·:ith :;,,·c:i1crrl .:• s i· ccts o:t .r c~··i:..:~ 
~ ~ 

life, nncl g0ncr2l needs of the ch.llcl ' s dcvclo,-·!:tCnt . 

In the ol.c i centers oi' Jcui sh __ i , ·c 11.c~ chilcl. got hi .. , ba. ic .J e•·_,_ 
i sh cc:iuC[t ion fr, m the environl;1cnt, hon.0 J syn:·· r; or;u r: 1 <· trt: Ct . Th.E: 
school confinc)c: j_ t ~~ c•lf to ins true tion in the ,...onsP. 0i' bonl le:. rri·· .1 1 

In At,1ertc[' tho Jo·::ish sc: ool h2.~, 2. bro:;1_6.or? ::02:·E :to1u1(ecl. l:!C1ucr--tJ.on • 
,::,1 tr•clr - -1 e• ··· i· te t'l,1e 1.✓• .... c·t ·tr1· ·· t 1.· t· h"'S ll"l •··;, -,.1' 1·1 'E. ·1t i' t•" /' 1' ") r)'' · , -o . <.!. .,.J .. ). l, I J l f _, '·· (. I J J . c,1 \..-• tJ • l V ...-. 1.,. .. .., ,.. • t) _t 1,. .. . ) ( -· 

[:i.ncl wust b:.cinc the chill., into c .Jntt.'.ct r;i th other :."'S _, E.~cts of Jc, ·i -h 
life - holiday~.;, Jc 'rish ctfft1.ir., J ~tc. Thi .... mn~1n'' thi ·1 l-ir10 loss iYI 
tern:-, of 11 instrl1ction 11 or booi,. le:.trninc -- c.·n,~. no.t ~, in t.)r1 '? cir 11 cc1-
ucc tionul :::ctivitiGstt . 

Furth€rrnorc, bccc'.u'-:c cf' the cro, .. riinr· of ~11.: n~T J1t..- 1''St~ i:1 [Od

crn life, clUL c2re must be t(]·e;n to cor1·cJ.r·tc t;H_ Jr~ ·isll cc 11 q~;-~

tional \iork Pi th othE:r culturt,1.l or , i t}t rcci' 1::n .ticnr·.1 
•• cti·vi 1 ' :1 . 

The conc.1.uct of Je· . .r is1l sc:1)<"'ls j_n J o· j sh C,:)ntros, ,:J1.r-- th~ ~_.:,r ·1e 

, ... ·u thori ty r:o..--c SU ~ ervi c; G V( .l."'i Ot1 s c.' s ,. · oc ts o~:" t11t; ch.L. _,- ' ~· :''.~ re .0 1- ]J (;l1t 

','..rould .--~s:·j_ ~t such cor1<) ,._,t ion. 

If the Tr.<lnut] ~1or:•h iE, in ;· n.~r true sent'.".., 11 .J1_1 .· ~J.c;;, r: nt;:.ryr tn 
t~10 r,;~ ncr(1. l r:0.U C['tlon in Pvblir~ ;)r.hool~~, it sllo,: lc.1 'c C'Ol'rr ,l; l,od 
i·rith i..L. in the g81L;r:-.. l cc~Pcctiou; 1 .r:rocc~(lnre, :i.n ~!l 'l:liH-r", , .. u,:' :i.n 
p()r~:onolitios . Othc~1n_, i~3c, .. , cu11flj_c t mD.y ;., ri;-,c: in JJr) chj_J.ti ' s ~·-i. nd 
r:. J;· cl: of horrt1ony tn _i '·' c;c-,ncr :~:,. i .. Jyr.hologic~~l 1·! ( .1 :cu, . /\ very 

tTong u.reuwcnt fo:v rn AlJ. D2y ::c_1OO1 is thj_~ ! ot.,..J1t,irl ciu~li:~El , 
If the .:.~nr·~-lc1n<.,ntc ry Tulucci Tol' .. ·" if; c. ,-:oi t:,~cl i:.'.s --.·. ·.,;.in Jc•. if>h 
'~chool tyre 1 thr:rc is t}ic, ere, ;.-.e r ll")l"ld of ci vine thov:,ht to t~rts 
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c.ls;·.ect . Thj_~ involves c:.11 .,ides oJ~• s hoc,l : 1·oce(lurc , t,1-,c, . r,:thct--
ic chr1rc..ctcr of school (1uortcrs , the tyi f.' oJ' t8, cl,.cr'"', tl.:. ~ :n-
cj_ ~-les uncle·. lyine the tcc:.:ching of h.lr. tor.{, .. ~tc . • 

school '.ife helve been clc: bor: tcd 

1~ fc:: school:-3 arG .1orl~ing in the 0.irect ·· on of e c~cncic:-; 01J tline l 

of wor1-:: . I 1.·ould be of grcr~.t 2.:;sistcncc in cry. trllyz.ing the 

t ' . 1 • 
,tlll1· :111g ux;0rimentition, to 

in which the. ... conc0;::tion outline., herc::- could be einhoc1ied 1nu0.r c:.(.f'

qu; ,e conc'itions, 1.:h r(:, idc~';; coul<..i be tri ,l out, h0 ex crimont· 1. 

c1iff'icul tic;; <~ncountcr· d 

bf.1tter r·•no·, rt }· ,1::-1 
~. • l..< t, t i c.. ~ CL ... n s~ id 

1.h . v J.. S 01· tht· t 11 cthod, Ol' r_f ,-:i. · ·, ir ;_; this 01' 

t d 1 t l • t 1 l 1 t • 17 c .u y, ,iu 01 ,'•or {J..ng ou - L norm.• sc 100 y ,~, .... in c __ · ,, .. ct ··· ( , ,' ,._) -

sch ·dule , course of 

!~0ct~; coulc b ~ , . .1 or1.~crJ on . in axis tine in:;ti tution - tl nuch there 

<..re ferr ,vi th r·cl c.1u~ t con6.itions fo1 ex .crimcnt - the ;:;robl ',,.~ must 

be ~.ro:ci:ed out in ,.11 intcgrr tr;cl f~1 shion, ;ith a unified bro1.1 • of 

C Chrrs rt1'•trly tr-- ··11,...cl ·1nrJ" \r-i . '.'l·rn.1·1 •.)r~ •c·1ucat1·onr.i.l ,ttitudl!. I C ( I (. , l 1:,; ' (, .._ - - 4'1 -~ 

This HiJ 1 rc r1uire one school or sever::-.l :..;chools und0r com ,·. 1~ to con• · 
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not c1 D. bor2.te conc1tion·~. 

S -, °hQ ( ' 1 .. ]' l 1 YI • I t -• C. .:. i.. •• I.. • i. L. , ' of course , 

solve t~e -. roblem for thE-: o the:c tJ -: e;. - .. 1 1 tho·:.i c(t . .so ,,u of the ele-

chilc1 r C'n come . 

n
_, 

( u 

:. cr1001~~ i n v c.r-l. olH, :::c•ct · " n& of t he city . 

11 C01 ·.-._un, 1 11 , but th0r f: h · s hcr-n ;: s tron g 

·.1° ·l, ; t c l1·' v r· , ) t'">l )""l t l1(~ . ..._, _ ...._ , l .. 1..-. .., L v<.., J. J. • of con -
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t:i.on . The Talmud To:r.s·.hs c:tre :ner,.rnr tu tho Jc .01ish tr~ c· i tion[1. l 

conc c::- tions in roJJ_gion , 1~.r~1tle s0111c; of th. concror, (· t.~c,ns 1.~.ce E~m-

1hc1si s on the synagogu e as the cent er of J c;v ·ish _ijfc. A~: ci ~!a t-

grtionce.l , t h e ty1:e of couroe of study h,.s heen strongly inf] uenced 

by tb.e Hebr a ic em: ha~is cf the Talmud Torah . CO!""grer·etio1H.;..l 

schools c.ire also beco!:1ing "comt,:u nE.1 11 j_n t:1e sen~,· 

ctdmi ttL. 0 ch:i.ldrcn of non-mc-)mbcr L; , Pnc1. thus 2.re re'-.. 11.~,. nei[hbor

hooa schools . 

still lator under meny disadvnntnge . The/ are s~rll, tnd the 

rtbbi i not genorc.11- ·· rer(ly to I c rgc hi~ school with ,: ncighbo:n--

ing cong r es .tion. The diff crence be t\:een the Con;.r:rv r.. ti vi:; [;1Hi_ 

form congr cg c. tions in ~ome rle ighborh10ds is rnor1.. of [_. clc,~iS or so

c:i.21 clistinction thE.n r doctrino.J. 01· rL-1 i ,.,.icn· c-• one~ :.1 nc' the congre-

times the tendency is to center th<~ Jt:)VTish inL(~rt_;f~. t too r, rrowly 

ri t1Jr 1 coli· mni ty . 

H[.ny of the .~ r .:.1 ctic,·J. ::.::.nt1 ed.1.1c< tioxH l c.1.:.fficuJ. tir.:::, o.rts -, out 

0f' the fret thr t the school ~-s onl? too fr~;·_1.H:nt1~,· ,. 1c:conuc.•ry coi.1 

-~ iclrr , tion in the col1[~. r ec;Gtion, th · synLc;or:uc· in ._cncrr.l b8inc 

' ,. 
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vantcces of co~tact r·ith the faMily notetl above [ nd th e ~ ifr , v i n

ta~es irientio:nc(J. c.1rc not in~urr~1ount.~blc. "/). the-~ C:i egrec thnt the 

con[;reri;c.tion C!evelo_ s r1.long the J.j: c·s of :-:. Je- _j_r,tl cc~:ntre, vi i h c. 

more belr.,nced c.1ttention ,o 2.11 c: ~.c ~rou:~s in the f ~nily [nc· ·· itri 

r-. more comr:1un0.J. attitude the conduct of the s~honl ~ j_!-, 111:- Jy t o 

improve . 

P. similnr tendency toward b..1.··o ~~ clenins out into ::.l 'tJev:lsh Cen-

ter 11 is observeble in rcc:ce&tionr.l institutions., s.n(~ to .~ one ex

tent in the Tc,lmud Torah•; ns a vrhole . Th(~ g~neral tendency in 

American Je1ish life is tovnrd son0 form of Jewi s h Center whi~h 

Dttem~ ·t,.) to satisfy the ~3 ocial, rcernational., cultu:r[.l, r·o'n.l,·un··· J., 

and re:ligio1.,1s j_nter r:! sts of Je ,. s. The Congre.:rc1tj 0 -1 3.J. Centr~r r ·

pror.:. ches he n~tte from the viev.r_,oint of the ad.ult rnd th syna

gogue servicej the r er J ~tion:.,. l eentrc from the ::oint of view of 

the yo1-1ng Lian , .. nd recre~ j_ona l, cu turr.11 Lnd socie.l I1 e ods~ the 

Jewish School Centre from the ~-oi nt of vie 1: o th P-duc n tion of 

the child. In thin1<:inc of thr: f'l1ture o ... the Hebr -w 1,. cck Dey 

School it is cone i vcd bv the \~·ri \., or in t(:1r:. s of a Jerri i:-o h Co.~. 1uni-
" 

ty School (;enter (like the CentrL 1 Tev.,ish Ins ti ttite) ·•hi . h 1.-. i 11 

deal .:i th the child • ::;; onP- unit i u the f ,·mily, tn --1 • roviJ extr, .. -

curric1Jlar 2s \'.'ell .~-~ recre:r-tional 0ctivities . 

Al.L thes e i'orn ~;, th(:} ins ti tutlona.l , corgregc1.tionc -. l and so

called 11 coF11 1unc:,.1n ty, C:!S c.tI' .;, rer ... lly v:ublic or com· 1..1nc.1J . i n chr racter 

v hen ..,;ro·1: erly c.1evelor ·c:; d c:..nd schc ols shoulu )e cn:1d1..1ct ,d in nll 

such in r"'ti tuttons . J, s lon 6 as J.i tt c· co1nr.1UnD l su ·,: • ort for s ?· cci21 

Je -., iE:h school· :l.s c_ vnilnble, the t nndency i. 1us't co:1tinu to b in 



,_ 

• 

.!?1·on the ed.ucntionEJ_ v1.<.=iv1ro int, howcvc1· 7 tho .Jcv ish f3r. ho•.)l Com-

l!lVn i ty f.i.im i~ ectvcaticn 

2.nc1. J.t is O~t~ i cntr-:. ted by inte:c0s'L :i_:n the child . 

A 0r ucticnl ~rguJuent · in favor of the cuntrer2tion~l sch0ol 

B 1.1 t the ,•rri ter 

ing i:nflue:1ccd by the ~~ =~ tuc1 tion in richer C')ngreg2 tion8 . Llr-ny 

,;onr~rcr; r~ tio:n.s bal :.\nce the budget by the sim~le ex_pect ient o:f re

ducing the te~cher 1 s s~lnry . Congrc3ational organizftion is hel~ · 

ful in a ~;suring a dGgree of loc&l sur ,.~ ort o.nd this is not denied, 

but on :more ce .. refu.l an,:tlys is it will be founc} thot for the m:-•.in

tenance of high standerds of instruction, co~nunal su~ervision, 

co1':1111unal su:·-~ ort uiJ.l be f'oln1d necess:1ry for the aver

age congregational school as well as for the independent or so

called corrununc1.l school. 'fhe congrcg c•. ti.onal unit - thoti gh vr.luabl E:· 

rl.o e~.i not elimin&. te the :t1eed of coim ~.una J. viev.rpoint 2.n0. me thods. As 

~t Ylatter of fact, the ncongreg,;1 tionc1ltt nnit is valj_cl insofc1r o.s i t 

r,lsci becon.1t::~~., 1• comi..n:ina l 1i , 0nd not .i_:urely local . 

Teaeb.ers Training Schoo1s and the Jer1ish Te0chers. 

There are an adequate nu~ber of t ercher training schools nnd 

courses 

·-. . • tc t-· o n ,.) • 

for teachc;rs, rnpresentine the ma in school tyr;e~1 2nd view

The excessive number of ins titutions noted in the 1928 

Survey have been reCuced as a result of the depression. The coex

istence of se~)nro.te institutions re: .. :resenting different viewpoint~ 
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evor, there is sti .J .. l ~5omr.: work that con1d be 6.ispens ~cJ ,.:ith on thE 

. ' ("' ~ b . 
t .•. ,_) l S of s trict economy . Iluv.rev·Jr, th8 ins ti tv tions or 

fe1Tcd to as s tr:~erf'luous C:.'1. J' e not sur.;po:eted by any centrc:'.1 o.cc.ncy 

:::.ncl their r1a intf)nanc0 is ti 1. robler~ for their or!l1 Dnard;J . 

The tno :m:-': in 1.nstitutions from v·.'hlch lc,:ic~er s for tJ1c: Be!)l·er1 

•re c.."- che:r;·; I.;.1stitute of the Yesbivr1.h Is a:-,.c El channn (Orthoc1ox). Both 

of these tnstj_tutions depend for their sup_t.ol' t 0~1 the 1u:,tbj_nj_ c.9l 

Se:1iino.ries with v:hich they are associ r~ ted. Both of then r.t the 

~r ese nt time li:ck adequate fund~.; for the pro~..:er develo .r:-·cnt of 

their 1.: edrgogiccll work; pLrticularl;/ they re cJuirc eri ti c teachE'rs.;1 

1·::: r actice schools Dnc1 instrvction in c.: lub v!or\·, extrri-c111~r icul::n 

a c t ivities . Their imr ortrnce for the eili1cational wor~ rabkes it 

highly desir able that the centrRl edvcr::.tiona.l 2gency should coop

erete closely v,i th t he tercherr.: institutes. It is not suggested 

tha t SU},;.;ort of these institutions :3hould be t c:iken over by any 

centr:.:~ l ag ency, but certr.in as:::istance outlined in th8 Hccornrnend.a

tions :r.1ny be given. 

The J·ev1ish ·re;:i.cher 

There has been a grc:.n t imrrovAment in thr- type of te'~eher em

ployed in Je~ish schools. There a rc still an af : rcciab1e number 

cf o1t -fashionecJ tec•. chers v;ho <-,re i 11 ~::1·er,.nred for the t2.sk of 

te r.t ching the A;,·_1crican born child ,'l but the Ii~aj or1 .•. a re rnodern 

truined person~~, v.rho have a combinc:.tion o.f Je~_. ·ish knov(leclbe, 
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PART lII • 

THE BURZAU or JE1"H SH EDU CAT ION 

Fm1cT Io. T8 , I nRGAI IZAT IO;J, A .. ·.D FL.A1~CES 

Functiona of tho Burouu of Educe...tion 

The Training of 'l'enchcrs and Other P rsonn 1-
Demonstration o hlodcl chool - Extension Eauca
tio for Youth - Devclo ncnt and Su ply of Text 
Books &nd EducRtion 1.:late rials - t tn lar,ls , I,Iethodn 
and Attc dance - Coorcl inatio. or C n6 c 6 ational 
Schools - Sub"'idies or £J1aintono.nce of Schools . 

Orca.nization of the Bureau 

Director of the Burvn11 - Independence of the Tie rcw 
School Board . 

Finances of tho Bureau of Jcwisl. Educ tion a.nd He re,·r 
Schools o.nd Institute 

Income of th.0 Bureau - h1come of the IIebr Schools-
'eachers 3a.la.ri · s i . the Clvveland Hcbre r Schools

Deficit - Financial Control of Subsidiary Organiza
tions y the Bureau - Proposed Budget. 

Supplemunt No . 3 . Fun ion of h B r ,· tu of J vlish 
Educ -tio;-:- Fr om tho 19, G New Y rk Jowish Edu a 
tion .Stu y . 
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Th0 ;Jurea.u of Jewish Education, ore:a.nized in 1924., served ma.inl;;r., at 

first , as an instrument fort he financial support of constituent gronps , parti ,u ln.rly 

the Cleveland Hebrew Schools and Council Religious Schools • Ilawovor , in it ... oa ly 

period additional activities were conducted • ~t:; the pre sent time ., the work of the 

Bureau includes an Ins -itute of Jewish Studies for trainine; of Sunday scho 1 ------teachers und club leaders , and a Department of Extension Education for Jei.v-lsh you h e 

'l'he Bureau also engagez in miscellaneous activities designed to assist schools , 

societies and clubs in their educational work : the Breau helps organizations to 

fo r mulate thei r progr ms fo r the year ; t<lachers and principals of affiliatod and 

other school s come to the Bureau f or advice on curriculum, text books and to che r, ; 

the files of the :3ureau are dravm upon for holiday material , music , etc . 

Tho Bureau may be said to be , in a tr n itionul state from u body whose 

main purpose v s to secure funds for cons ti tueni" or ani za tions , to u Department of 

Jewish Ed cation with the functions of r;uidance, coordination, financial support 

and standardiza tion ., such as exists in Chicago and other cities. It is desirable 

to forJ11.ulato the fun tions of the Duree. more clearly in alignment with this con

ception., 1i:o work out a more ba.la.nced program of' activities , without , howev r , 

sac:rificinr; the nucleus of intensive Hebrew in.s t r 1.rnti on which de ponds up on the Bureu 

of is mo.in support. 

The main functions of a Bur a .t of Ed cation may be subs uned rnlor tlie 

f ollowing main heading·s : 

1. Educational , udrainistra ivo and financial 
service to s hools . 

2. Educational re::rnarch ., experimentation o.nd the 
deve lopment of educational material. 

3. Public rel ations and the development of publi 
interest in Jewish education, 

s a sup lement t o this se tion of the report , the r e i~ submitted a 

detailed list of activities of a Bur eau of Education ta.ken from the 1 936 New Yo r k 

-
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Education S'lr'VGY • Eac corun nit · vrill modify this proEra,n in accordance ·with 

local needs and fin.uncial means . The list is hero offered as ascriptive of tho 

type of acti vitio s :rhl ch may properly be included umon~ tho functions of a fulJ. -

fledged Bnr ·a 1 of Ed icati on. 'l'he fol l owing more specific recommenrlation::; are 

made for tho Clovolan:i Bur01l of Jewish Educo. ti on, both with reference to fun 1 ti ons , 

acti vi ties an,:i. organization. The recomnendo.t ions arc made , in part, on tho basis 

of what is already beinr done and requires development , und in part incl 11 les new 

rork. 

Functions of the Bureau of Education 

1. The trainin~ of teachers , club leaders and 
other personnel fo~. Jewish service 

Throe s tages of traininr- a.re here r.ith outlined: 

a . Preparatory high school star:e• 

Provision in the hi~h school department r.hould be 
made for two courses; one, for r;raduutes of tho 
Hebrew schools and tho other , for ptpils who have 
little or I o Jewish trn. in.in:;. From the second 
category, club lenders, Sun ay school too.chars 
and social workers may brJ dro.vm. 

Pupils who have no vo a~i onal purpose should be 
encoura.red to tak0 this 001rso p oviding they 
have the proper qualifi a.Lions and pursue the 
vrork serio .l sly. 

It is desirable that high school stud nts from 
Sunday school and extension nctivitios come 
to other with the st dont doinr :r1oro in·t-ensivo 
work periodically ::l.nd in connectio with holidays 
or •J lebrations of communal events. It is de
sirable , also , to havo so LO suitable entral place 
for such m0otin s ; such meotinp:s :nay nl"o bo held 
in the va iolls coni:;rogo.tional centers in rotation. 

Professional trainin~ st ~o • 

From the high school depa tment, those who wish 
to train themselves for some form of Jewish sorvico 
sho l cl enter the Teacher" (nf;titut0 of Jewish .... tudics . 
Co rses dosi ned to in re1so and de0pend Jewiah 
knowledge will be continued but professional work in 
pedagogy o preparo fo teaching in varions types of 
schools , would al so be iven. There should furthermore 
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b e Profe ssionnl traininr s tn.r~o . ( Con tin ed) 

bo courses in club leadership and in extension 
activities . In addition to tho graduates of 
high school courses , others with proper qualifi
ca.tions mo.y be admitted. 

c. Improvement of teachers in so:rvice. 

)'he two stagen indicated o.bove are already included , 
in some form, int he present organization. A third 
stage should bo introduced - the guidance of tencl ors 
in the early yea.rs of their service in the schools. 
This function is a lreo.dy being exercised in some 
dec;ree in a.n infonnn.l wuy by contact of teachers 
in various schools with the Institute and with Mr. 
Friodland . The gu i dance of "teachers in training 11 

should now become u dofinito function and the super
visors mentioned obovo (page 2 ) should make it ono of 
thei r main tasks to visit and dir ect the teachers in 
the early periods of their service . 

Tho certificate given to the graduates o f the 
Teachers Training: School should be of a temporary 
character until their work shall hav~ been sh~rm to 
be Gil tisfactory. It sh> tld boco po:rmanont only 
ufter an ini tio.l proba t:i.onnr poriorl of two or three 
years, as vd ll be determined. Tho vroakness in 
tenchcrs tro.ininE rencro.lly lios in inadequate 
diroction of thtJ teacher during thin proba. tion.'lry 
period and great loss is sustained thereby for the 
• eachor ' s usofulnoss in n.11 subsequent yea.rs . 

It is thus recommended thut -the tr.1ininr; of personnel for Jewish service wf, 
be ma.de a. central activity of the nur t10.u . This would requiro trnnsferrinb the wt .~ 
high school and Institute work now conducted by the Clovola.nd Jlebrew schools to J~ 
the Bureuu und a. union with the Insti tuto of Jovri sh St 1.dies . Proper quartos , 

• equipment and n. larger bud get than o. t pro sent wi l l be required for doini~ this 

- work properly. 

2. Demonstro.tion or ~odol school ---------··-----
The Bur eau should huve under its cont r ol o.t lo nt one school in s ita.ble 

quarters for working- out a. norma l weok-n.a.y pattern or type - incl dinr, timo s ho<l loo, 

ourse of study, 100thods o f teuchin6 and uuxilin.ry oxtra.- curricula activities. 

This school shouli b0 p'.:l.rt of, or cloGoly ussocio.ted with t he Teachers InGtiJcuto 

o.nd shoul d bo usud as a demonstration or practice school. 
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As far as the schedule is concerned, the loe;ic of t 10 American ace:::ie in

dicates a three- time- a - week school - two afternoons an<l Sunday (or S turday) mornin • 

However , both in Novr York and in Chico. r e , i t would appear that those who ·;m.ut un 

intensive Jewish education are ready - perhaps prefer - to send their child1·0n five 

times a week, daily afternoons and Sunday morninp; . It is q estionablo whether 

this tendency will persist for long. Tho sup: r.;Gst ion made here is that the emon-

stration school , if organized, should be on a three session per week bacis , but the 

final decision should be left to the B reau dependinc; upon loca.l conditions . As 

noted above (Part I - page 15) it may be possible to coopora te with the Jewish 

Center in the developnent of such a school . 

I . should ho noted incidentally tha~~ no recommonda ti on is made for e

croase in the ho rs o .. instruction or number of se"sions in the present Hebrew 

schools . On the contrary, one drawback to these schools y be that the instru tion 

is not intensive enoue;h to satisfy th0 vrisho s of' the parents. It may be desirable 

to try the experiment in one center, of includinr; Sunday mo ning in the s essions by 

coopero.tinf., with the Council Schools, thus ma.kine: the Hebrew school attendance five 

times a week ins toad of four. In this way, the four afte r:noon se s s • ons wou l cl e 

devoted to Hebrew with Sunday morning for history, current ov(-.,nts , sjnving, otc. 

3. Extension education for yout~ 

The importunce of the education of t he Jevnsh youth is well r0cop1iz0d 

in Je ,fish educational circles ; u tivitics in t1 is field arc boin cnrried ou by 

various organizations and there is more edu.co. ·i.ono. l mute ial than formerly or this 

purpose . But in comparison with th0 immensity of the problem, little has been 

done in the way of effective attack, Bure us of Jewish education in the va.rio s 

ci ies aro still easontially concerned with elomontary education, and parents , as a 

rule, still reeard Bar Mitzvah or confinnation s tho be- all nd end- o.11 . Tho a.1-

most exclusive iden-Li.fication of Jovvish education with "learning" in tho cle.,.,,_ nta y 

age period has also O)acured the necessity of complete raorienta tion ·d th refcren o 
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to methods of work when the youth aro concorn0d . The adolescent uge is tho p0 riod 

of vocutionul adjustment , of chan ed social oriontations , of the fonnation of 

l oyalties , and the work with the~uth must be motiva ·;ed by recognition of thc~o 

power fn.l fact ors • 

While no doubt active pa.rticipation in Jewish institutionul life in the 

synnr:;ogue , in communal wclfa.re activities , in Zionism and work for Palestine a.re 

matters of prime importance , these o.ro not the only centers a.round which the work 

with youth sho•ild be organized• 'fhr; youth must be led to a s0lf- understandin~ of 

himself a'"' a Jew in his relation to other Jews and to tho non-Jewish world. Ho 

should al so be brourht to an o.pprocia tion of thu basic i eas and ideals of Judni sm 

which includes a. discussion of Jewish thought for its own sake and some k: novrlddp.:e 

of the Jevr.i.sh lite atures . .Fi1rtmr, it should be borne in mind that youth is 

profoundly i11J'luenc0d by personal leadership, b interust to.ken in the individnal 

personal problem, and this fact too should bo 01 ho.sized more than is usually done 

in the matter of Jewish youth oducn. tion. 

The Bureau of Je ti sh Educ tion is {"i ving som0 a ttontion to tho ,...ubjo ct. 

It is here sucrestecl tha.t it become o. more contra.l activity of tho Durva an<l 

adequate funds for this purpose bo sot aside . A reading of the individual reports 

in the invcstir.a.tion of graduates indicates tho vroaknoss of an elementary education 

not foll~ved by ruidance and contact du ring tho adolescent poriod• 

4 , Development and supplying of textbooks 
and educat i onal materials 

Good textbooks ~ proper tea chin ma tori·:tls and vrell- worked out syllabi in 

various subject s re universally rccop.;niz0d as of the gr eatest aid to tonchinr • 

Th0 Bur ea conducts a miscellaneous number o a ti.vities in tho directlon of P-ivinr.; 

such ed cationnl helps. For cxamplo , it ha,.. a mult i gr o.ph ma hine and Ho brow typo-

writer whi h services various institutions, an experiment in he children ' s library 

o.nd supervisod study is being con ctod in the YiYlsman section; textbooks , p mphlets 

hir,tory outlines in •nglish nnd Ho brew have been ·rorkod out for the Council Rclirrio1 s 
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schools as well as i:hc Clovuland Hebrew schools . Tho moro impo r tant work in Chiu ~~, 

dopo.rtment is the publication of' the Eippurim Yo.[}-~ series cr,Jated by I,Ar . Friedl nd 

This seric s is usocl not only in Clevoland but in many other cities . The ont or-

r1,u~ prise is ., to a larp;0 extent , sc 1 f - supportine; but req1. ires additional co.pit 1 in-

vestment for fir st printing. This o.cti vi ty should be conti nuod and othe r sinilar 

onos developed ~dth special viow of service to the Cluvolnnu schools . 

This dopo.rtrnoni should also maintain an exhibit o f tho best textbooks 

publi shocl by othor orr;aniza tions and a. syllabi devoloped by other bureaus . 

5. Standards , Rocordo , o.nd Attendance 

The term 11 standardi za ti on.,,, itself not too ho.ppy, is used to de sif;n .. 'lte n 

series of' acti vi ties aimed to introduce uni form standards . 

a . ·:mile it is not desirable to have o.11 pupils study the sa~ne t hinp;o , 

nevertheless cer-cair.. definite patterns with reference to curric lum, are hichly 

desirable . One function in the category of s ··an<.lardizinp; is to work out uni.fonn 

courses of study in collab ration with the schools • 

. b e A S'Jconrl sphere for s~ ndardization ic the ilin of reco do wed in 

school" - attendance , pro~rcr.s and financial reports. It is hie:,hl"' desiraolo to 

h ve unifo records in all schools so that co npl te info rma ti on is kept and th t 

tho records of the various institutions be comparable . ,fost schools in Cleveland 

huve good records and with s li ht changes they can be made uniforr-1. On the o h0r 

hand , some of the sc cols , particularl y the convrc o.tional week- day schools , the 

Yeshivah- Tulmud Tor hs and the Yidciishist schools , arc lackinp- in this r ospc t , 

Unifo records and s andar li zed report"' have been used by tho Jewish Ed ca. tion 

ssocia.tion of 1Jew York and the A3sociated ,To.lm d Torahs of Philadelphia. nd the ... 0 

may erve as uides . 

c . One of the basic records which the urr: should provide for is a 

en ral re gi ster of' pupilr enrolled in all sc hools and of withd vra.ls . This re ord 

wou1,1 make it possible to determine the extant of net enrollment (without tl plico. iorc; 

at nny given time a.nd tho dtration of the child ' s school in • At the present ti111.e , 

~ 
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while it i"' posc,iblfl to trace tho length of s t ay in any one "'Chool , i t is impossil>lo 

to dete rmi ne what in tho tota l yoarEi of education of any one child in all ""Choo l s . 

d . Standards are req1 ired with rof'o rence to toachers r qualifi .o. tions 

nd for their certification. Alone with this should go a standardiz tion of t he 

terms of service and salari0 s of toachers·• 

e . The ')epart ment of ttendance suGr,es ted in the rocom.;1ondat:i.on.s on 

enro l Lment in Part I (pare 14) might be includ ., i unde r this headinc as an activity 

01 the Burea and s1oul<l be mu.de to serve - besides tho Hebrew schools - o.lso the 

Council schooJ s and tho congr egational week• dny school :-; shoul the lat tor tJocor10 

affiliated with the 13urouu of Education. 

6. Coordinat~on of Congr egational School~ 

Tho Dureau sl 0 11ld be charged with the function of assirtinp; conr:ret1:1 -

tional school s , the conservative a.swell as the r form, to build ip their wock~ 

depal'tment s . Il~ is necessary hat a der-rco of' unifor ity in time schedules , 

s·tbjocts of -chc cur ic .ilurn and methods of teachinb bo introduced, amonr, he conr;ro

p:.a tional schools with due re"'pect to the mo.in divisionr o' conserv 1 tive and reform 

synn.gogues 'nd wtl th ue re(jurd to tho autonomy of each ::,chool in tho final choice 

of toachors and curriculum. Tho intention horo is not to impose n.ny roady- mude 

pattern of instr uction, but to a..:~s ist tho school s to el i minate diffcren os ue to 

accident of devolopr11ent and to lack of coor cl ina.tion, to supply thorn wit h materialr; 

of instruction, to rocom:r:1<.'nd too.chars , to holp uni to clussos of various schools 

• where there i(" an in<·ufficient numbe r in each school : - in general to e limina➔ e 

-- duplica ions o.nd supply doficienc1on which ari"e out of local uncoor ino. ed effort. 

Tht, Chica~o Dure u of Jevrish •ducation ho.s r:ono furthest in clovclopin 

a system of coordinati;on of the congregational wook- dny work - also to ::;ome o·ctent 

of the Sunday schools·• The pror-ram of suporvi si.on in Chicaro includes t eache r 

,uidance , v isits to clo. srooms , exchange of experionce amon teachers of various 

schools, ooporati vo elabora ion ol' c lrriculum, unifor m tests and tho i ntrod tion 

of' standard records of progr ess , attendance and r eports·• In Chica o, all of this 
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has been donn with the full coopero.tion of tho congregations . As a matter of fact , 

a fee is paid by the school for affiliation ·.rrith the Bur ·:mu of Education. 

Despite the fa.ct that Sn.may school work is excellently developed in 

Cleveland, particularly in the larger temples ., still a gr eat deal of r-:ood co1 .. tJ.d be 

accomplished by cooperation of the Sunday sc ho~l~; through som0 ccntra.l ~w1 ich <--------;;;;-------------
would ensure the exchange of experience and t he development of co .. opera·tion among 

the teachers . The by-products of collaboration in t;he educ a ti anal field would 

n. lso not be unimportant for the general strengthening of unified community spirit . 

To effectivcl;y' carry out the work of supervision suggested above , the 

Bureau of Education wm:i.l 1l have to include a ddit ional personnel , one supervisor for 

the 11 content 11 croup of subjects - history, current events , otc . and another super-

visor for Hebrew instruction. Both of these supervisors shoul d be c hosen with 

reference to the fact that their work would be ·vrl th th0 conr,regational schools 

essentially. 

7 . Subsidies f or maintenance of sc1ools 

Fr om the above, it may be observed tbo.t the main £'unctions of a Bur t:a.u 

of Education arc conceived to be in the field of coordinating the various education.cl 

activities , the im;n·ovement of the quality of' instruction ., and the conduct of central 

institutions vrhich no individual locality can properly maintain. As::;istnnce 

rendered to schools by the Bur eau of Education Ghould b / esGentially in the \ray of 

supervision, teacher i~uidance , supplying of educational material , etc . It may be 

- 1 found necessary also to include a. plan of scholarship,.. for c hildren who live in 

neighborhoods near congregational schools :Jut v1ho cannot afford m0mb0 1·ship in tho 

congregati on. Howeve r , such assistance is re f,a rded as secondary as far o.s con-

grega.tional schools are concerned, it being understood that these in the ma i n must 

be self- supportlng . 

In the case of the communal schools , -the Hebrew schools and the Counci l 

Religi ous schools , - the Bureau must continue to give substantial grants large 

enough to pennit the proper conduct of these instit tions , on o. normal basis . It 
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wo1-1.lrl not be right to force a further curtn.ilmont of th0se schools ; upon them the 

community deponds in tho main for the more intensive type o f J ewish e ducation and 

they serve as a basis for the hich school and tern.chars traininr classes. To reduce 

them, furthorino1·e , vrnnltl b e t o deprive the poorest sections of the population of 

J e1:lish school .facil i t i es . Expansion of these school s ma not be warranted at the 
-----

present time but the exi stin~: i nstitut ions should bo pla.ced on a n ormal basis which 

impli e s a balanced budr-;et and a minimum standard wage for thr.3 tuachers. 

Organizatior:_o f the Jureau 

Di rector of tho Bureau 

1 . It is de sirab le - particularly in view of tho changed balance of 

function contemplated - t o eliminate a certain amount of indefiniteness that has 

arisen from havinf the same person manage both the Hebrew school s and the Bur l'fl.U e 

This arranvement, may have been nece~sary in the past for practicn. l r easons but if 

the Hebrew school s are to re · ain their independent character under an autonomou s 

board , it wo'..1 ld bo desirab le to free Mr. Fr iedland from his r esponsibilities as 

principal o f the T-J:ebrew schools a.nd to all ov-r him t o devote a l l o f h is energies to 

directing and expanding the Bur eau . 

dopendence of tho Hebrew School Board 

2. 1l'ho Joint tudy Committee of Jevvish E<luca.!Jon in _1 9gL suge;ested that --
the Dur ~a u a ssume tho fi scal and a dministrative contr ol o f the Cleveland Hebrew 

schools and oth0r subsidiar"J orr;anizo.tions , l cHving to the lat ter , at their opti on., 

the ri r,ht to continue t o function in determininp the internal educatio:nul policy. 

This proposal rew out of certain di ffi cult ies in the present arrangement . The 

Ho brew schools and Institute form a comple tely autonomous body financially as well 

a.s from the administ rative and educational point of view, As a matter of fact , 

however, it has be come large ly dependent upon tre Bureau for its financial support J 

while its own ability a.::; well as its right to obtain funds from i ndependent son ces 

has been narrowly limited. n anomalous si tua t ion has arisen in which the mor a l -
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o.nd eventually tho ·1. c tua l - financial responsibility must fa.11 on the Hitr uu ., i;rhile 

the Buruau h' r, neither tho correspondinE sense of financial obli r-ntion tovvur<ls 

the Hebrew schoolc; nor tho necessary techni al control over their finances . 

The point made by tht. Joint study Committee is recornized in tho 0com-

men<la.tion for grea te r financial con Lr ol outlinod below (pago 19) . HoW0ve r , after 

due cons idero. ti on., the recommendation to transfer t he phyaica.l responsibility 

directly to tho l3u t;au is re ~~u r eded as inn.dvisa:Jle for the follmving reasons: 

u . s a matter of (;eneral po l icy, i t is not esirablo 
for bureaus o educati on to undertake direct finan

:i.al responsibility for un;y particular ins titutions . 
Th9 final responsibility for any school or e;roup of 
school s shou ld rest with indi vic.luo.l board of t rustees . 
Both in New Yc,rk and Chicago this 11 dc ontro.l ized 
scheme" is ro gardod a.s tho cornerstone of the policy 
in the rel '.:\.t ionships of I·ode.rati on to 0du ationn.l 
institutions . 

The reason for this policy sho :ild be obvio11 s . In 
theory, it might a.ppea that tho a dded financial 
cont rol in the centralize scheme would enable the 
Burul.u of E•lucation to r ist increases in uxpendi -
turo o.nd to mn:ke drastic u ... '!fhen nocosso. r y . In 
practice, hovrev0r , a centrn.1 0nr :a:1 of Education 
··rould b subject to very great pressure if it 
attomptod to close sc-hool·, and drastically reduce 

euchore ' salaries . The [.reater a.r.sumption of 
control on thu part of tho 13ur •au of Jewish 3duca tion 
may, in tho Lv·t ana.lysi s , moan a ~r e ter finn.n ia.l 
responsibili ty, not a limitation of it. 

be The Hebrew schools and I ,..ti tut0 s till ra.iso certa.in 
sums o f money an,· ho.v• , certain ta.n iblo asset s . · These 
resotrces a.re less valuable tho.n fonnorly b t ihen 
taken to1rnther ., still cons ti tuto an apprecio.blo part 
of thlJ school income. 1., 0ntralizo.tion of fino.n jul 
responsibility in the 13ur ,au wonld prob hly load to 
a moro rapid fa l l in this income . 

In view of tho above , a midwa.J· position is reco1runonded whereby a batter 

definition of re sponsi bi l:i. ties and a r: rea. te r dor-roe of control should bo s cu rod 

without, howeve r , a.bolishing the Board of tho Hob ew school and Institute . · Tho 

following hanr;os in the prvsont relationship aru sug osted : 

1 . P" ro.llol with the transfor of Mr , Friedland ' s services 
ontiroly to tho directorship of the Bureau ., a p i..1cipal 
should bo appointed for tho Hebrew schools vfho should ho 
iroctly r esponsiblu onl to the Hebrew school Boa de 
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The principal should bo chosen with an eyo to 
buildinr; up the utt(-)ndunco in the Hobrevr schools , 
tho formation of o. po.rents ' orgn:rizo.ti on o.nd the 
dovol opment of local interest a.round 00.ch school . 
Perhaps it would bo bettor to have tho office of 
the principal in ono of tho schools. -----'l'hc hi . h school and t cnchors traininr -already noted , sr1ou1 come under tho 

school , as 
iroct respon-

sibility of the Bur eau . --------

Perhaps it would be desirable to strengthen tho Hebrew 
school Board by including ropresentution from locnl 
po.rents • 6roups . 

There shonld be curried with effect , a thorough.oing 
plan for the control o f tho financial admini str ti on 
of subsidiary institutions and for tho liquidation 
of tho deficit of the He brow schools . A detailed 
suggestion is made below. 

From tho point of viow of financial ud1:1inistration, there is 0v0n los'"' 

reo.son for a..dtonom;y for tho Council schoolr, tb.a.n for the Hebrew schools. , ut 10:::·0 

too there i s n. deep interest on the part of tho Council in the S nduy school wo '•:• 

They wore th1..; creators of this projoct r\nd hav b Jn o.ctivo in its direction even 

o.ftor the Dur :aJ. undertook ·the fina.nci 1 report. In thiG case also it is clo::;iro.ulc 

to continua the u tonomou::, orga.nization un or proper rcgnlution. The u1· ·o.u sh l1 lu 

h ve a lo.r~e mo ..... suro of control vrith rofercn c to educational rrnncremcnts , pa .. i 

lo.rly L1 so fu ar; this i s nocesso.ry for coo dirm. ion of tha work of the Sunday 

schools vri th the vrork of tho Ho brow schools in o:.,ch no i r;hborhood. 

Finances of the Burenu of Jovrish Education and Hobrevr 
Schools und llv-ti tuto* ------------

1. Incomo of the B r j o.u 

From 1924 to :}.931 , the Buroau raised its own funds independontlyJ bo~in11i ng 

with 1931 , tho Buroo.u be rune a constituent of tho Jowi sh Welfo.ro Fund. Tho follow-

ing table shows the income during the two poriorls o.nd also the o.llctment to the 

Cl eveland Hebrew schools : 

* Costs of othor school a.re eivon in the deto.~ led roport uccompunyin[; those 
recommondo. tions and are summarized int ho mas tor cha.rt on tho "Stu tus of Jowl sh 
Education in Cleveland" includod above . 
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Independent Period 
Year Income 

1925 '·39 ., 013. 41 
1926 53 ,455. 93 
1927 G2 , 583. 99 
1928 55 , 896.38 
1929 52 , 329 . 54 
1930 45 ., 428.52 

Jewish Wolfuro Fund Period 

1931 45 ., 781 .75 
1932 29,553.16 
1933 22 , 388. 00 
1934_ 26 , 333. 43 
1935 27 , !518. 75 
1936 3G ., ooo. oo 

- 12 -

To 1Io brow Schools --------
l2 1

· ., Goo.oo 
34 , 200. 00 
22,'10~. 74 
22 , 742. 38 
29 , 996 . 68 
2G, !513e88 

30 ., 000. 00 
20, 892 . 00 
15., S25 . 00 -
16,689.GO • 
16 , 409 . 20 

% To ilebrcw Schools 

65~~ 
64% I 

30% 
4lc;t_ ,o 

571 I 

58% I 

Tho docroase in income reflects the economic depression; the decrease 

during the period of association with the 1Nelfare Fund being in proportion ·o the 

general curtailment. However, the amount allocated for e<l cation represents only 

a small part of the total expenditure on Jevr.i sh publi activities . 'l'he combined 

budget of tho Jewish ·Nelfare Federation ($400.,000) • nd the Jmr.ish Welfare Fund 

($220., 000) is "G20, 000, the sum expended on odncation for 1936 , i . e., $36 ,000 -

constitutes something loss than G% of this total 

Besides the income f r om the ':el fare Fund, the Bureau has otho r very minor 

sources from small trust furn s and miscellanco1ts i terns . Follo\vinE is a brief 

sununary of income and expondi turo from March 1 , 193G to February 29 , 1936: 

Income 

Jewish ,:lelfo.ro Federation 
Miscellaneous and Ba.lance 

Expenditure 

... dministration 

Hebrev Schools and Instituto 
Co ncil Re li ~ious School s 
Extension Education 
Institute of Jovn. sh Studios 

Equipment , etc . 

Balo.nee 

~~ 28, ooo. 
--~ 222. 

17 , 178. 
5, 550. 
3,125. 

500. 

253. 253. 
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2. Income of the Hebrew Schools 

Tho finances of tho Hebrew School ancl h1sti tute ha V 8 fared even worse 

than those of the Bureau as ca.11 be seon from U10 following ta:) le : 

Year 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 

~

933 
1934 

935 

Total 

$83, 312 
80, 099 
73 , 208 
80, 128 
77 , 080 
07 , 167 
62 , lfi7 
45 , 679 
31 , 272 
35 , 128 
32 , 264 

Burca 

$2!S , 500 
31 , 200 
22 , 703 
22 , 742 
29 , 996 
2G ., 513 
30, 000 
20, 892 
15 , h 25 
16 , 689 
16 , 409 

30% 
42% 
31% 
28% I 

39% 
39% 
48~~ 
43% I 

49t 
47% 
50% 

Tuition 
Fees 

, 29 ., 428 
28 , 181 
31, 014 
34, 000 
26 , 693 
20, 144 
14, 522 

7, 932 
.. 6, 014 

5, 944 
5,708 

Other Income 

$28 ., 384 
17 , 718 
19, 491 
23 , 386 
20, 391 
20, 510 
17 , 635 
16 , 855 

9, 733 
12, 495 
10., 147 

35% 
23;~ 
27% 
30% 
27% I 

31 c{ 
I 

zgc~ 
I 

40;o 
32% 
37% 
33% 

The decline of the J.
1ebrew School incomo ha.s been in reference to 11 

its sources. The e;rcatest decrease, however, has been in the tuition fees vr ich., 

in 1927 and 1928 ., were over $301 000; in 1931 income from this source dronpcd dmm 

to less than half. The decline is, of course , in pa.rt duo to the reduction of 

the nwnber of pup~ ls (from 2,150 to 1,300), as vrell s to tho direct effo ts of 

the dcpre s si on. In 1932 there s a sudden cl rop to $8., 000. The tui ti n foes 

have continued to decline. The schools are now servi.ng a very poor clientole . 

Ten years a o, he average per apita pa~nent w s ~1 . 50 month ; nov1 it is a. out 

70/,. On Octobe r 1, 1935 , of tho total of 724 pupils in those oohools, 292 (or 407~) 

wore on relief with +.ho CCRA and the TJ!other ' s Pension. 

In view o : these fao ,s ., it i:J cloubtf'nl whether concentration on tho 

problem of collectinc- larger amounts from t 11 ti.on fees woul tl yield any o.pprociable 

results . Porha.pi, by devotion to the problem of a t ten1unce and len th o n s (ay as 

re ommended in a previour, section, some bottormont may bo attained. I • :n:ip·ht be 

desirable to elimino.to gradations of' 25/, an<l force tho payments up to the next r:.01, 

step, or more radica.lly to the vrhole dollar unit , making the fees as follows : 

Free , ~1 . 00, ~2 . 00, ,i3 . 00, $4. 00, vrith 50; ,rado.tions pormitten only when thore a.ro 

tv10 or three child on in the family. hi her p r cent payment may al so bo nchio eel 

by limitin the number of freo c s0s to a oerta·n percentage of the total , altho rh 



-
.... 

-

- 14 -

in he faco of o. l a rge numbe r of relief ca.so s , it is ha.rd to justify s 1c a s op . 

These vario ·.ls methods may help somewhat b 1t ev·' dc:n.tly the Hebrew schools have 

become , in la.r c 1n ,as 1re , schools for • he chil·l rcn of tho poor. The ·;., ondon v .., 

has been aEgr avat0d perhaps by tho policy intro 1l 1 cod in onr;r 0gation 1 :;choolr• 
~ 

permittinr; attendance only to members ' children. Clevol nd is developin tYro 

di stin t classe s of Jowish school, one fo r tho 1ppc r middle cl ss ; the ot he r 

for the poor. This divi sion is undesirab l e f rom a public • nd educ ·U anal point 

o f viavr. 

The " othe r income " consists of sur.1s clo rived from mer1bcrship , ,lues n.ncl 

donations , tho Matzoh Fund, rentals and mi sc.elluneous . The Matzoh P.i.nd w1 1i ch 

f orme rly netted as m.1ch as t9 ., 000 or $10., 000 pe r year has now sh unk: to ~~3 , 000. 

The question h::ls ')con raised vrhother in tho 1 irht of the redu od income i -c i'" 

desi able to coi1ti!mo this businevs e It hnr con su gostol tha t if all exponre'" 

in raisinr- the :i.n omo .. di r e ct unl indirect - 'TO l a be properly charged arai 1:-;i- .i t ., 

the profit"' wo dd shrink to ner li i ble point. Thi::; cannot bu dr: nr 1i n0 t b? 

hea rsay and is sorr:ethint; t hould be i nvesti["ated loc·l ly . It has lso b ~un 

sugr;ested tha t in uny case., on agin(:' in the Matzoh busir.os.: , is no+- co .. pntiblo 

with tho ond i. t of' s h ool s. B t in tho e :::;e'1.t s ar;e of fin n 1 '11 s t r intency, 

thi s alon~ ; ho :revo r , Yro 11ld ha r d l be o. r e son for dis contin .. li:nr • 

lon the line s of s trengthening; the finan ial sponsi b i li ty o tho 

Bo rd of tho Hebrovr scl.ool ... , it is r e coITU"lended tr: certain spheres of rcv,··n·ie 

sho 1 be offi ,ially pe r itted• At tho p GS nt L·10 , mumborshi d cs up to :~~-, . oo 

pc nnnurn arc allowed. Porhap" othe r Mothods ot in omp tiblo ·rith tho w Jo r 

ollc tions of tho Jevri"h .if0l fa r F nds c n bo d0volopod e In so faro.~ po~~iblo , 

it is de sir ble to pc it tho Hob re·.: schools to ovolop lo al s pport of o t'lin 

t pos . 

'L c in 0:-,11; do riv\:ld from t J con r ll ubl i so rc0 h ,. lso decline rt 

in proportion i · is now somowh ta 1 r go r part of the otal s ch ool bu r;et , 5ofo 0 

1931 , hu proportion o f central f nd s t o tho toi 1 ranged from 30- 40%• At th 
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present tir,lC , the contribution of the Buroau to the H brew schools is a out SO{ 

of the total cost. The loss of tuition fees arnl other local income T'lnkes n. 

lt:i.r ger proportionate contribution from central sources imperative if more l assos 

are not to be closed. 

3. Teachers ' salaries in the Cleveland Hebrew schools 

The curtailmcn-!-.s made ho.ve been d ra. --;-dr.o.l l -, 1 reflected in the c 1 .ri:.s in ., 

teachers ' snlarie s w: ici1 are now very much be lovt normal. Tho avera e te• cher ' s 

.:Jut this figure is misleadinr: for it includes part time a~. well 

as full time teachers . The salari es as reckoned in t enns of annual earnin~s a e 

low on account of several factors: 

a . Tho hourly ate is low. Th0 average ho11rly ra te 
is $1. 28 , In the Arbiter RinG schools it is ~1 . 80. 
In the Temple week-day sc}1ools it is ~; l . GO per hour . 

b • The number of hours for a full time post is sixteen. 
This is small but only a nino:rity of the -teachers a.re 
empl oyed full time; most of them hal f , and some e ven 
one-thi:rd . 

c . The remunorution is iven in terms of monthly payments . 
On ac ount of tl e curtallmonts, ,hey receive only tan 
months 1 sn.lnry instead 01' tho fill yea • 

The p ep" ra-Lion and knovdedgo of the teucher is approximately equal 

to that of publi sc11ool teachers but the Hebrevr school to chers • salaries n. o so 

much lower th.at a corr1parison would be painful and d iscussion in such tori:i.s qni te 

academic . SoJ;'.othing, howe·ver , mus f; be done to rn ise the teachers ' salaries i,o 

some minimum, anJ the follo inr~ ro om:nenda tions are mado in this direction s 

The sr..tla.ries shoula be i ncreased to he rtlnimum of a. 
normal scale . Accordin~ to one proposal submitted 
by Mr. 1•riedland, this woulcl r oquire an aJdi tional . 
~~ 4 , 000 annually, i nclud ine- a payment for twelve monthr: 
instead of ten. Tho proposal rrta'to is a mode st ono and 
should be further studied. In any ca~w , toachors should 
be paid in accordance with some standard scale app oved 
by the Bureau. 

The possibility of decre 1sinr the n1unber of persons \ 
employed and increa.sinr the number of hours for o ch · ro
maininr person should be very seriously investigated• 
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c. The high school and In .titute teachers should be 
paid on a conniderably higher level than the 
elementary school teachers . 

The work of the Bureau of Education and of tho Hebrew schools has been 

harrassed by the existence of a large deficit dating from the period before the 

formation of the Bureau. In accordance with the financial statement, this 

deficit amounted to about $33 1 259 in 1924, and novr amounts to $44 , 379 . Those 

summary figures do not tell the whole story, for at various periods the Dui lding 

Fund and other sources have been drawn upon in order to offset current deficits . 

The sum of $44 1 376 can be offset somewhat by assets or by abandoning certain 

properties now held• The nGt amount of cash needed to liquidate the deficit is 

probably around ~~35 , ooo. 

The deficit consists at the present time of the following items : 

Salaries payable $32 ,669. 
1,886. 
1,851 . 
7,970. 

Other accounts payable to various creditors 
Uatz oh ll.'Jcount 
Accrued interest, taxes, rent, etc. 

$44 ,37 6. 

There has boen much discussion, misunclerstandins and even bitterness on 

the question of this deficit . It would not be possible , and perhaps not profit-

able , to enter into a detailed discussion, To make a careful investi ~ation would 

have required u large expenditure of time and funds . The rnatt:irial for ana.lysi a 

is available in the annually audited reports of the Hebrew schools . From t he 

examination ma.de , the following summary has been drawn up giving the main features 

of the story. 

There are three main periods in tho development of the deficit : 

a . Up to 1924 

The problem of' tho deficit arises in major po.rt from the 
method of administoring the schools during this period 
before the formation of the Bur -.Jau of Ed ucnti on_ The 
def'ici t is due to a rapid oxpansion of the school system 
without due regard to the possibilities of obtaininc the 
income to cover the expansion. The period was in ~enera l 
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one of inflation. The coMine. of }, r . Friedland to \ ~ 
Cleveland had stimulat01l enthusiasm for tho H0br0w school 
work. Tho H1Jbrew Ins -Li tut0 TJoard also hn.cl considerable .... ..,~, 
as cets on which u hir,h valuation vvns warro.nto at cho ~in0 
and evidently the Bourd felt that in tho finnl anal -sis 
the reserve in thei r assets would servo as a 11 c shion11 

for tho deficit . 

1924 • 1931 

1Jlf.1en the Buroau of Edu ca t i on vras formed , it uus hoped tm t 
the 3urea.u would be a. bl u t o rui se funds lar~o eno gh to 
m.aintain tho regular proc;r am on a broud scale a.nd to moct 
the dcfici t as well . The Buroau did not unc.iertakc llY 

definite local rosponsihility for meotin~ the deficit . 
It is , howeve r, claimed t1ut in tho proparanda for i\mds 
tho moetinr o .i' the dofici t ,,-ro.s ah1uys in ludod. At nny 
rate , tho Bureau did not cover any purt o tho deficit , 
nor did the H<)brow school contr- ct their ·work in order 
to pormit its liquidation. Between the years of 1925 
nd 1931, the deficit avoi~agos the same a.mount , o.l thou. h 

the re wore some fluctua·rions rom year to yoare Afto1· 
1927, tho income of the I3urc•au and the Hebrew schools btJ ·an 
to docline . In this period the expenditure of ,he Hobrow 
school s Vl'\S decrt-ms d, and tho work contructod ono .1.rh to 
meot cu rent docrco.so in income , but not onou h to liqui<l-to 
any pnrt of the ,. ofici t s well . If there is any conpl: int 

C, to tho T'lnnner of ho.ndlin ~ tho deficit , it is fo the pu · i ocl 
of' 1927 a.n before, rather th n for the subsequent tine . It 
is ·1ot lo vlhy thn Bur~au did not do something in tho vmy 
of reducinf the clofici t du rinp: tho yea.rs be b:reen 1924 and 
1927 v1h0n its incomo vms ni 1:h. , 

c . 1031 .. 1935 

DurinG tho 13.st period , uftor association ·with the Jcn..,.lsh 
•• el fare Fun , tho financia l a.dministru t i on has boon i mproved 
in the sense that tho deficit hu8 actually been clocr1 sede 
Th0 item of unpo.id so.lurics has boon reduced by an E.'\J'l.ount of 
~9,847 , o.nd tie n t deficit by ~5 , 306 . In t~e five ,on s 
botvroen 1931 and 1935 inclusive , there wo.s "'urplus of in-
come over cxpendi turo durin,· three yea s . In 1933 -' he budget 
was jus t about balanced ,rith o. small deficit of C350 . OJ10 

year , 19351 shows fairly large dofici t of $ 1 , 914 ·:r1 ich ,ris \ 
due to several factors , docroo.so in income from Mn. zoh Fund , 
from tuition foo s a.nu from some una. voida. blc salary incr0::u:;es . 

s to the quostion of r esponsibility, it is admitted thut the lcr;al 

responsibility rests with tho Bo· rd of the iJobrcw schools in the sonse that they 

are tho bod:{ liable to the touche s . On tho other hand , it is lear thnt tho 

Bun:au was expected to moot the deficit and us a mutter of fact frequently dis-

cussed doinr so at tho mcoti s of their 3oard. The minutes of mcotin6s how 
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that such discusGions t ook pla ce every year behveon 1924 to 1928 inclusive . In 

1931 1 in makint its 'oudgetu ry request to the Jovrish ,.'folfn.ro F1nd , tho BurGau also 

included a request f or ~~5 , 000 . for amortization of tho deficit , providing the 

total amount r.:rantod by Fedoration woul d be ~501 000. It appears theroforo thu t 

tho Bu r (mu through its discussions und other o.cts ha:-: ma de its elf a party to the 

moral responsibility of covering tho deficit, nJ.though essentially it ·was croatecl 

by the Hebrew schools in a period prior to the organization of the 11u roo.u . 

Whatever may be the final historical verdict, it is aboslutoly essential 

for the proper conci.uct of tho educational work, that tho deficit be m~;t - not 

only t alkcd a.bout - and a. plan should bo wor] rnd. out and put into offoct , Any 

r oa listic troutment of this troublesomo question must bof;in vd.th tho f:1ct thnt tho 

Hebrew School i3oard cannot ro.iso the fun is to cover the de ficit , however m 1ch it 

muy desire to do s o. Thero is only one way 01t, that is, for the Bur0uu ex _li itl) 

to take upon itself the task of' meotinr this deficit, making it n. primary char e 

on its income . 

Tho following proceduro is sug~ested: 

a . An auditor shoilld bo one;n.r;ud by tho Bureau to determine 
the exact amount of the deficit aml a list should be 
dravm up of tho individua.l crcdi tors . 

b a Indebtodne ss on properties helcl should be liquidated 
wherever possible by sale or a.ba.ndoning of property. 
The Hobrew School Board should bo a.dvisod on this rno..tter , 
but the Buroau noocl not undertake any responsibility for 
such indobtednoss e 

Ce A definite plan of p· yinc; tho deficit should be ma.do . 
Tho s~tlary item, which co::-:.ctitutos tho major part , shall 
bo liquidated in tvrolvo annual installme nts . Rc[julat i.ons 
should bo drawn up for 00.rliur payment in co.so of' resi f:na 
tion or death of toa,hor. 

de The obli ~ution for teachers ' salaries taken over by 
the Bur }UU and thoir payr.wnt shall be mado u first charp;o 
on Bureau income , tho payment bcinc; in respoct of each 
individual toachcr, in monthly installments . 
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~fllllzi:vl~ions by ·~o Bur,_mu--
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In order t o avoid fut ure mi sunders :·nrnlin s , it is desiro.blo tha • t he 

Bureau institute a r ogular procedure of control of the balancing of the :}U(.l r;et 

of subsidio.ry institutions of tho l]obrow schools and Counci 1 schools . Tho case 

of the Hebrew schools is most important in view of tho large sum tho..t is involved 

and previous financial difficulties . It is assumed that the Bur eau mukes b~lln.ncing 

of buc.lget a condition of any subsidy given. 

A cortn.in difficulty is experienced on account of the fact that tho .fiscal 

yea.rs of thCJ variou · bodies involved , the Jewish Welfare Fund , the Bureau of J ovrish 

Bduca.tion, the Clovoland Hebrew schools , a.re not the sa.me . Annual di screpn.ncios 

may nri sc due to t his fact and should be take:n into account. On the othc r hnnd ., 

this of itself shou l d not lead to any too seriou s difficulties if u ro r:ulo.r pro-

cedure is obsorv0d . 

Tho budget for t ho schools should be vrorked out on the bu sis oft ho 

acadomic yeo.r. The Bur0au of Education should bo a.ble to announce its contribution 

to tho subsidiary institutions sovoro.l months prior to this n.nd not lo.ter than June 

1st, in order to ponni t roo.rrangoments n.nd prope r notice to toa.chc rs ii' discharge 

is necessary. Even s o, a. di fficu 1 ty remains be ca.use the cont ri buti on a.nno•1nc0d 

in Juno cnn be assured only .for part of the subsequent o.co.demic yenr , since the 

fisca.l yco.r of tho Wclfa.ro Fund does not, c. :.:; not ed, correspond vvith the ucadomic 

your . For instance , t he contribution of ~~ 36 1 000 f r om the Wolfur0 Fund to the 

Bureau announced lust sprinr: covers tho period from March 1 , 1936 to 1037 , while 

the a.endemic your is Septembc r 1936 to October 1937 • Tho half yoa.r from Mc.. 1·ch 

1937 to Sept ember 1 , 1937 is thus undetermined. 'l'he pro.ctica.l wo.y is to pe rmit 

the school to run at th0 sa.mo scale fo r the second ha.lf of tho aco.demic yea.r, 

noi ther ourto.iline; nor expo.nding, a.nd if o. deficit occurs , this should bo met during 

the f ollowing yoar unl0 ss the Bur eau and the \Yelfaro Fund upprovod of somo othor 

a. rro.ngement •· If the regular procedure outlined hore is cn.:rofully follovrnd , any 

d0fici t developed vri 11 not prove burd -:msomo. 



.. 

.. 

- 20 -

In makinE out the school budgets furthermore a conservative ostimute of 

income form tuition fees and local sources is imperative . If the trend of the 

previous years shO\'V's a do·wnward curve , then ·~ho estimate for the next your should 

bo lowrJ r, unless changed economic conditions u re such as to certainly wa.rrf\nt the 

sa.me estimate of the previous your. Moreover, tho final judgment of tho va.lidi ty 

of any estimate of income from tuition fees or local sources should bo approved 

by the Bur oau and not by the subsidiary organization. 

The payments to subsidiary ins ti tut ions should be rrnde re gulnrly at 

periodic i nte rvals , ouch month or every throe months as will bo decided , uftor u 

financial sta 1~er1ont for the previous period ha;.; boen submitted by tho subsidiary 

ins titution and n.pproved by the Bur .::a11 of Eclucntion . 

6 . Proposed budget 

'I'ho s1.,un no·vv o.ppropriated from community funds to tho Bur oa.u of JoT.ri sh 

Education is wholly inadequate even for a. minimum bula.ncod progra.m of Jowish cduoa

tion, wi tllout ta.1-inr~ into consideration any inc roa.so of tho number of children 

enrolled in tho G hooJ s. dotnilod estitrnte cnn be worked out by tho uuthoritativo 

loco.l bodies , but it is obvious that if somo of tho moro urgent noods Ul'(J mot ., the 

appropriation cannot bo loss than $50 1 000, 

Following is a. summary of the muin items recommended o.bove for which 

increases o.ro req ,.drcd : 

Ae Normulizution of present Hebrew school work . 

l e Provision for liquidation of the deficit • 

2, Ra.is inr: too.chors ' sa.lo.ric s to u munimum 
normal level . 

3. Appointment of a. principal for the Hebrew schools . 

4 . Esta.blishmont of o.n o.ttendunce department for 
contact with the homo a.nd development of po.rents ' 
a. s soci a.t ions • 

B. Inclusion of new institutions . 

5. If u decision is rouchod to include the Yoshivuh- Talmud 
toruhs und the Yiddishist schools in the communal system., 
udditiono.l financial provision must be mude e 
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Supplement III 
Fr om the 1936 Icw York 
J ewish Education Study 

Functions of a Central Duron.u of Jev,ish Education 

III . 

The functions of the Iow York Conunittec f or Jnish :.J ducation 

will bo dj_vided into three main departments : 

1) ii~ducation research, experimentation , and educo.tional material . 

2) Educati on~l, admi nistraLive , n.nd financial services to 
existing school s . 

3) Public relations , propaganda , and membership . 

1: Department of' ~ducati onal Research , Ex
perimentation , and Educational Material 

A: ~ ducationa l Research and Expe rimentation. 

i) Maintain a school , several schools , or c l assc s for the purpose 

of work i nr.; out suitt bl educational programs , including types 

of curricula, method of toachin:,, administrative tec0.niques , 

extra- curricular activitie~, Sabbath services and holiday 

celebrations , parents ' 01· ,.)n izations , etc. 

ii) Cooperate with existing schools , which may wish to experiment 

and deve lop curricula al ong the ab ove lines providing there 

exit proper conditions f or such experimental work . 

B: Now Types of Instr uction and Educationa l Actlvity • 

i) Supervised Herre Study Groups 

f or small groups of chilc.iren , who live in outlyint:; districts , 

or whose parents prefer private instruction . 

ii) Summer vacation programs - through a) inf ormal courses in 

schools ; b) indoor h ome camps ; c) Jewish edu cational work i n 
camps . 

- 6 -
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iii ) Extension education for youth 

through cJ:u bs Dnd other informal c:;dncational c.cti vi ties . 

i v ) I nformal activ i tie~; for children 11nder the agf; of eight 

who do not attend nny .Jewi s h school ~:; , and. cooreratj on v,i th 

other organizations conducting such activities . 

C: Text Books, Sylla.bi , Educational !1ateria1 , etc . 

i ) Drite and publish text books , syllabi; create educ~tional 

materials and paraphernalia , 

required by experi mental schools and cla~{scs ., home study 

groups , extension acti vi .,i,-=;s , etc . i,~entioned in the ::: rP

ceding pnrograph . 

ii) Books and materials for home a nd li1) ·ary 

a) holiday :r::amphlet~, for children, youth!:> and ac.:ul ts; 

b) litercry cla sics and story book:.; for use in chi .... dren ' s 

litrary and home r eading. 

c) children 's newspap8r r..nd r.-erioclicr-.ls . 

1·11) Chi'ljren' s · ·11 t + d 1 :!• f' h ( ..... _,r1A. c-,c'nool l'Se . 1. __ us r "--. d"? P.ncy c_ OJ:OG 1. ·:.t or -~ om e - "" 

D: Publications 

l) Publication of ex;.crirnentf! in tf'i)Ching; 2,1_1rveys ,J .n<J. r1.:1 ,o-rts 

of education, books on education, ~tc . 

ii) Bullc,ti~1s on .:, :{;eclDJ as;:octc-' of instruction and cond 1 ct of 

the school such as 

how to conduct a Je:ti 0 h club, ct cholr , eroduati on ~xerc.ises , 

records, etc . 

iii) Publication of stutisticq antl information on ~chool enroll

ment and attendance . 

r, 
- I 
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E: Hesearch Fellowships 

i) For study of special pedagogical r robJ.ems j_n connection with 

the developrr.ent of courses of study. 

ii) For research in his t ory and Jer.ri sh probl ems r eqni red for 

text books. 

2: Department of Educational, Administrative 
apd FJnancial Service to Exi sting Schools 

A: Educational Services 

i) Maintain a staff of critic teachers and supervisors 

for guidance and instruction in various subjects, Hebrew, 

history, current events, etc. 

ii) Cooperate closely with tea~hers institutes 

and assist them in various ways, such as supplying critic 

teac~ers, instructors in club leading, dramatic s , &rts and 

crafts, and giving assistance in providing opportunities for 

practice t eaching. 

iit) Maintain a.n exhj_bi t of text books and educational mat-erial.s 

with a supervisor in charge. 

iv) Maintain a supply department 

for renting and lending out slides, motion pictures , costumes, 

and other ma terlal s o.nd parr.tphernalia needed by schools. 

v) Supply special services 

for teaching of dramatics, singing, ar ts and crafts; assist

ance in holiday celebra tions and other school events. 

vi) Cooperation with public high schools and other organiza tions 
' concerned with teaching of Hebrew, history, or other forms of 

Jewish instruction to the high school youth. 

vii) Cooperation with organizations engaged in adult Jewish educa

t ion. 
- 8 -
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B: fd~inistr - tive APsistance 

. . ) :lJ. 

in cooperatiori ·.~: i. th te.?.chers I ins ti tu tee 2nc tenchr-, rs ,, .... , .. ~ni· -
l. . • ... 

zc~ tj_ons . 

iv) Building service : 

assistance in plannin'"' school bui.l<1ings c1.nd r:iC,l. jor rf;rairs, 

suggestions for financing , etc . 

v) School recor<lB , ,.:, ttentlance , anc1 col] ections. 

ii) Text books and other ~at ricls ot reduced r rices 

to enable schools j_ c 1..•se D.f.i~1·oved texts, i .LSt-c'.d . f ch8::.1: 

books publishea for comr-1erci a l rur~·oses . 

iii) Assisto.nce in rcp~_i_ir s of uui l ing;3 

to stimulr.te provisj_on of bE!tter school ...,; ue..r+.ers by r;~i rticj_

p2..ting in exp0nc1iture rnE'u.e by local instj_t1Jti0n~ . ( ~.i 'f· IV .3) 

i v ) Payment of scholc1rshlps: 

the term is usct' in the limited sPnse to designate payments 

m~de to schcols on behulf of parents ~ho crnnot affurd to pay 

the tuition fee . Such payments are regarded be.Ln , <Y'1 l v· a .. 

mtnor ,Jlement in the sch\Jol in ome . 

v ) Subsic:i ies : 

the term is used to designcte substr.=,.ntlal urnnt!.5 -in - aid. , de

signed to SUJ:., ;:ly the dif'ferentir.11 bet\'!cen \-_rhnt 11ay bt: o otRi.ned 

- 9 -
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through 1 oc c- 1 sur.:·pc:ct, inclu,1ing tuition i < -~:.:~ } 2n ~ the -~uc 

(See I V 5) 

Depc.rtil ,ent of' Fublic Hc:-1?
tions, Froi;, (. gand8, "'r!d "" ~~;,1b1:·r3h:i f2 

Levclop 1ent of membership c.:nd fin.:.u1ci~l su r, i.Oj_ .. t t'or .he rit-..:n 

Yor:{ Cor:n:1i ttee for J ev·ish Educa tion. 

2: Assistance to local comroittees in organi zation of crmpni~Ds 

r1~1d in the develornen t of l.ocEil rn .. mbE:rshir u.nc-:. su ;port . 

3: Parental education designed to increase ~ttendonce ~nd to 

prolong the J:eriod of thu child ' s ::;;tc~y at schooJ.. 

13/: General publicity , nc. e'lucAt1or1 to cl.evelor· ~nd bett -r urH,er-

:-3tfinding of the Jewish educational .,:roblems - unconnf,ctrtd r•i th 



Location of Schools: 

124!5 W . PHILADELPHIA AVENUI! 

4000 TUXEDO AVENUE 

t!570!5 PARKSIDE AVENUI! 

8243 DELMAR AVl!NUE 

!5!50 FARNSWORTH AVENUE 

241!5 WENDELL AVENUE 

Main Office Phone: Madison 8555 

Location of Schools: 

177150 BRUSH STRl!ET 

31528 TWl!NTY•NINTH STREET 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 

SHAARl!Y ZEDl!K SYNAGOGUE 

MACCULLOCH PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Rabbi Abba Silver - Page #2 - November 6,. 1936 

1935-36 budget - 52,493.43 

Obtained as follows: 

Allied Jewish Campaign 
Tuition Fees (Our fiscRl year 
is from June l, 1935 to 
my 31, 1936) 

Membership Dues 
Woman's Auxiliary 
The rest as above 

21,000.00 

16,689.60 
3,141.57 
2,000.00 

I am also enclosing our curriculum for the elementary seven-year 
course, and for the Jwiior high school, 2 years, and for the senior 
high school, 2 years. 

If there is any other information you desire, please let me know 
and I shall be glad to supply you with whatever information you nay 
want to have. 

Sincerel 

/ 

J 
Ber , • 
United Hebrew Schools of Detroit 

P. s. The seven-year elementary curriculum is now being revised which 
version will be ready in a few weeks. I shall be glad to send 
it to you if you want to have it. 



CQngr@ga,t ionAJ. SQboola 

The confirmanta of the Co •.u--r•-~ttonal Schools should be divide 
in t oupa: thoae who aduated fro th Refo School• d thos 

adua.ted from the OonHrvativ Schools. 

;t 1 re•sed re than anything alee about the grad t s 
of t form School• ia their lack of participation 1n Jnish act1vit1 s 

d their indifference to preaent day Jewish life. They felt, to 1 ge 
extent, that it wu not necea ary to identity one•lf' with mill t t (1 
Je organisation a.a 1 t na far better not to ae • ate onaelf, but 
rather mix fn 17 with n-Jne. Many of them believe in aaa 1 ti . 

The ority had no real conception of what Z1on1 ia, d 
1 t as xplai ed to thelll , the7 ea.id that they re not ntereated in 1 t. 

Judai•, which to most t them ia Q'DOI11DIOWI with religion ( 
fined by them aa the obsenance of c9rtain practice• and rituals) •e d to 
pl~ a? insignificant part in t 1r live,. 

G, 

Such negati fl r•t----. eir p are d mostly, I thi , t 
110 much to their educational 
where "eveeyth.1 Jewt • 
publication is received. 

a to oonie enviroument~-liome• 
t off dly any Je 1 

The recent event ae d re anythl lae, t 
have voked in the , cl •er bond ton.rd their r rn 
h re d abroad, d eat in Jewish affair• , whioh, r , 
have not • 19t been t ated in po1itive action. 

Atte ding Sunday School to 
merely a ana of maklng eocial oontacta. ---. ..... of t felt that dur1 
the first five or ah: years of school, the course of etud7 wu overlappi 
and repetitious, thus cauatng a great wute of tial. ill, hownr, said 
that they enJ07ed their work 1n the pre-confirmation and confirmation 
classes where modern hiatory and current eftnta were part of the curri 11 . 
Thi eellng wu expreased. by the contirmauta of all the Sund.- 1chools. 
The aduatee of the Congregational School• particul 17, expreeaed 1 
happy experi nee of their aontact with the Rabbi whom they had u a t 
in e confirmation olae•. 

The graduatea of the ConMrvat1.,.. Congre tlon.al school• tho 
equally 1nact1 ft in any Jewilh organization tlhowed a 90lll8What eat r 1 t 
eat in Jewitlh problem■• The home Nemed to have had the eat at Je 
lnfiue ce in their 11ft1 in the •n• that t.be7 learned of the rel1 oua 
cu.atoms d ceremonl••· !hey Hamed to know N of ZioDi and nr re 
• athetic to its 1dealogr. 
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Q.Qunc,J.l Relid,oy Schools 

The graduates of the Council eligious Schools also abo ed 
1 of terest in Jewish organi1:ations and probl •• Their knowla 
of J e ish history and literature 1• at minimum. Hebrew is to th 
practically a dead letter. I 

le the grad:uatee f t Oo~egational Schools oould join \ 
I 

and join at tiMa the Al1Dlli Associations of their respective Y'08{!) c , \ 
hose of the Co,meil Religious , chools miss that opportwd ty of p ti ·i pa

tio1 in a Je,,itlb. group and thus lose &11 oontact with the ahool and ,11 h 
the J sh eomnnmlty at la:rp. 

Ql~yel,.g Htsn SMAQJ.I 

The graduates of the Cle'Yel d Hebrew School• as a group , 
pres ed the 1nterv18111Jr ae be eey e%_preas1ve d critical. 
in the .se t t their knowle of either Yidditlh , Hehr • Je sh lit r-
ature , history, ancient and dern., and their UJld.eretanding of Je 
in e r were greater than tho ae of other group•. Critical i n th us 
th t they felt that· the7 -1lould haft learned and known more. 

:vulalh, Yo 
om thi 

Z1on1 
d of pr 

di< t sequently awalb 
it did 1th the other -·,'11,,o\. 

Adath B' Ierul. 

r leadership 
n or a.re still 

oat of t 
nt of itl 
the xtent 
s of the Y 

st of the aduatea of the Yeshiva 4'.dath B1na1 Im-ael int rvi ed 
1t111 ld fast to traditional. Jud&i . Je atudie 1nfi ce t 1 

that they learned th reaaon for th ob .. ._.... ........ _ of cu.sto 
cer !IX) s. Upon graduation e a. nuxllber of t carry o their i nt r 
1 J ish studie• and J affairs by aff111ati Nlve• th t 
Young Isreal Or sation where adult cl Na 1n al mud. er ld r~.,._ ......... c;aoa. 

d r they p ticipate 1n IIC)clal , educational. d fund-ratai •· 

eduatea of the orkmen'• Circle who were 1ntemewed re 
f ... :w 1 number. •t of tha were 1ther attending h.1 1cbool or war 
fre n in 110 out f-town coll• . &Tar t W 
_.....,..._ .. lower than that of the other gro • d they theref re ban 
y-et quir d a 11 ao~ of life. 

1th t :meption of t ad: :tee , as I oall , t ey e r 
t 1 tiafaction in ba"fl:ag attended the achool where they lea.med Yi 
"the 1-c-,,-.. - of the Jewish people• - which enable• them to read Yiddi 
literature and Yiddish newspaper•. The economic pb.1lot10phy taught at 
school did not aeem to haw 1n:tl:mnced th• greatly. !he7 are not 11 
in the enae that thq do not ob•n• and practice the Jewi cuatom 
ce n1 a -- a factor which ia ,mdoubtedly due both to the intluanc of t 
ho d of that of the •cbool. 
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Details of Study - Attitudes Towards Jewish 
Education R ceived - Attitude To d Aims of 
Jewish Education - General Impressi 
Influence of the Various Types of Sch 
Non- P rticipation in Jewish Activities 
Non- Graduates 
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P.ART N STT)Y OF G}-<ADUATES 

In connection with the survey., an attempt vms made to study through quost ion
n~ire and interview, the after effects of the educational work i n the schools . 
This is the first time tho.t such a s t-:..J.r1:_.- ha s been carried out i n connection 
with a survey of Jewish education a nd -th0 resu lts should be su~gestive . 
However , it should be understood tha.t all studies by interview or questionnaire 
are subject to certain rese rvations . People do not find it easy to expre ss 
tho r 0asons for their actions or p oints of view and the personal oq1w.t ion of 
the irrterviewor n1ay also affect tho result . The answers t o questions are -
various even 1Ni thin one group and the attempt to summarize statements of any 
i;roup t a ken as a whole either b~, the descriptive or qunn.titn.Live method is 
subject to limitations and ., at t i mes , to error • 

Sub j ective olements may enter into inte r pretations of findinr;s . Perhaps the 
most i mpor tant fallacy to avoid is a too d irect connection of effect and 
cause botwe s ults noted and the work of the schools . It is obvious 

other influences - outside of -C he school - are at work in brinr-ing 
a bout the effect s noted . The differences in answers of graduat o s f rom t he 
various schools may be due i n g reatest measure to the different home back
grounds . 1-Tevertheless , despite all those criticisms ., taken with th0 proper 

qualifications , the study has valuable features a nd is a definite contribu
tion to a n understanding of the Je-vrish educational situation b oth in 
Cleveland ~nd elsewhere. 

Details .~f the Study 

The ap;e of th0 group stud i ed was gene r ally between eighteen and twenty- eight , 
with a few exc eptions older or younger. There were 310 graduate s of the 
various schools and JllLpersons who had attended but who had not completed t-,he 
course in any schoo~he original plan of th0 study called for a larger 
number of graduates and also for a c-but appo. reHtly limitations 
of time prevented the execution of the full p lan . 

The follo'Wing is a li s t of schools from whi h thoso interviewed wore chosen : 

Graduates 

"One- day- a - we0k Schools" 
-E-·cli d Avenue Temple 

Ansel Road Temple 
J ewish Center 
Temple on the Heights 
Council Re ligious Schools 

"Yfo ek- day Schools " 
- Cleveland Hebrew Schools 

Yeshiva Adath B' nai Israel 

,Pforkmon• s Circle Schools 

Original 
Quota 

25 
25 
25 
25 
50 

150 

100 ..... 
50 

150 

30 

Intorviowed 

25 
25 
25 
25 
48 

148 

98 
49 ---

147 

15 
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No J,Jwi sh Erluca tion 

Or .i.rinal 
Quota 

1!10) 
) 

150) 

Interviewed 

89 

Tvr9-.....Ecrsons wer,, cm1)loyed to conduct the interviews ., both well- q·1 lificrl from 
the )Oi11t'of viow of professional case vrork experience ., n.nd gonor"tl ~~ • 1cation. 
The in~, 1.,rviows lasted from thirty minutes to an hour and were ·ia.do 0•1 tho 
basis of a quostionnaire filled out by tho parson interviewed . 1"1 11ost en.sos, 
th(J conforen cos vrero hold ut tho offices of tho Jewish ,,.fo lfn.ro Federation., hut 
som0times at the ho1110 of the subject or o.t tre Council Educational Alli·t11co . 
Every effort 1,vas exerted -c o make the interviews as private as posf.iblc, .1 cl 
both in tho method of selecting the samples and in tho conductinv of n.11 the 
nlcments in the procedure , ever y effort vra. s made to assure the objoctivi ty of 
the study. The quostion..'l'la.iro -vvn.s supplied by the directors of tho study, but 
the choice of the lnvestii:ators an1 a tuo.l conduct of tho work wns made un or 
the auspices of the Jewish folfaro Federation. 

In ca.ch en.so , as noted ., a questionnaire was filled out by tho person inter
viewed . After the conference tho interviewer wrote o. SUlfu'na.ry trivinr his 
rouction on en.ch case. In uddi tion., oth investigators drew p s1um lurv 
st tements givinG thei r g neral imprcscion of ach group of graduo.t s nd of 
tho non- grnd1tute group . Tho individual statements from tho 399 casos and 
questionnaires provide av ry rich sourco of mn.torin.1 and it is rocomri.endod 
that a thoroue;h analysis be ma.do of this mate rial in the future . For ho 
purr osos of this study, limitations of time have nocossitat d a. rather hast 
~, hcrev ·th nrosonted., which is bused on -lho statements of t~~r·ti
r,o. ors, a perusal of a rcprosontativc number of individua l uostio1. , i or; , 
nnd a~1 analysis of so 10tabulatod sta.,istico.l materia. l. 

Atti tudo tovrards Jewish Education Received --·- ----------- -----·-- ·-

Table "A"11 chows the uttit 1de tow: r<ls Jovrish education as revealed i:r tho 
answers to three questions: Ar0 you r_~lac1 you went to a JG\,ris school? Do 
you think you e;ot any p:,oocl by "Oing to a Joyn s h school? Oid J our Jowi sh 
stldios i 11fluenco you to be a) u better Jow; b) reli ious; c) Zionir;t; 
d) n b0 ·tor 1erson. 

Tho rJs llts indicate that - with a few exceptions and o. numbc of louhtfnl 
en.sos - nearly o.11 those intervio~1md sta .ed that they wore t;lad to ht..vo ro
ceivcd o. Jewish education. Among tho oxco ptions vrc re tho so ho bcliovocl in 
intorr1.arriago and a.ssimilntion, sovero.l ommunic-ts , a.nd others . Thero is 
complaint concer ninc the inadequuc of the education, unsuito.blenorr- of 
content and method or organization, but thoro is ul.nost a unanimity of opinion 
concornin the value of attending a. JG"~ish nchool and loarninr; to Ja1ow about 
Jewish history, the Jowish religion., Jewish literu.turo, etc . In acco dctYl o 
with tho nblo , it would a.ppoa.r that o. large proportion of the non- rn.duatcs 
go.vG n. no ati vc answer to the q c stion., "Are you hlad you vrent to a Jowish 
school?", but reference to the or· 6ino.l q estionnuiros indico.tos '.lm.t t his is 
an error in tabul ation in many, if not in T'lost , of the ca,..os. Somo of these 

Seo po.go 13. 



Total Numbe r in Each Group 

GLAD ·;w T TO JKi/ISH CHOOL 
Yes 
do 
Doubtful 
Unknovm 

BE' rEFITTED FRO'· JE',/ISH SCHOOL 
Yes 
No 
Doubtful 
Unknown 

L FWS TCE OF JK;/ISH CHOOL 
Better J 'I 

ore religious 
Zionist 
Bettor person 
1J one stated 

TAB LE 11 A" 

Congregational Council Cleveland Ycshivah 
Sunday Religious Hebr ew Adath ~orkmen' . on-

chools Schools School B' nai Israel Circle Graduate TOTAL ---- ------------------------------------
{ 100} 

92 
6 
2 

85 
14 

l 

55 
16 
14 
57 
29 

( 48) 

48 

47 
1 

37 
12 
19 
27 
5 

( 98) 

93 
4 
1 

/3 

5 

73 
21 
55 
64 
12 

( 49) 

47 
2 

46 
3 

40 
26 
16 
36 
6 

{15) 

15 

15 

12 

1 
1 

( 89 ) 

51 
16 

2 
20 

57 
18 

4 
10 

21 
9 
4 

20 
59 

(399) 

346 
28 
5 

20 

343 
41 

t'.' 
✓ 

10 

238 
84 

108 
217 
112 

~ 

I 



had h .d pri v n. te instruction or preferred it , rather thnn school n. tt ,1.danco . 
s a wl olo , it is cl car thet t tho so vrho ,l id not complete the c ou so of st'idy 

regretted i~he mea.gorness of their ,Juvris11 oduca.tion. 

A v0ry la.rr:;e maj ority a.lso stated that tLey had received benefit frol"l tho 
Jewisl instruction. However , evidently some of t h ose wl o said tl oy vroro 
glad t.huy had e: ono to a. J ovri sh school sta. ted that they had n ot roceivod any 
benefit tho •cfrom. It has beer sugge sted t hat some of the pe rsons 11.0.y ho.vo 
inte r preted the term "bonefit" to mua.n a practical benefit . Al so , in 
certain cases , as will be noted below, particularly with r eference to tho 
Temple schools , the benefit derived is conceived of boin :., socin.l rather than 
educationa l . Tho matter , however , is not v.-~ry important sinco those ans·:rer
ing ncrativo ly a.re not a large group . 

On b10 t!Li rd question relative to tho t.}po of influence exerted by tho school , 
t ho <po::.,tionnaire permitted sto.tinf more than one influence in each c se . 
The answer "bette r Jew" seems to bo tho fa.vori te whil e the answer " rclip;j. o l S" 

least f oq·1est ly given, excepting in th0 case of Yoshiv hs where it is noxt to 
la.st . :1 In al l the groups ~xcopt tho Arb e iter Ring) , though not in ho case of 
all individuals ., o. positivo influence is stated 1vith reference to ~11 noint s 
mentioned - "bott0r Jew," "re ligio s," " Zionist ," "better person . " In tho 
ca.se of tho rboi ter Ring the pupils :r,swerod posi tivcl ~ to nbcttcr J,,w" . nd 
nbcttor 1_,crson" but not to "reli r-io·l~ 11 or "Zionist ." 

It i G i nto resting to note tha. a n1.1r.1ber did not specify the type of infl wnco 
and that this number is larger thn.n thoso vrho stated they had roceivocl no 
benefit from a.ttcndo.nce at th, school. Thi may be largely clue o tho fa.c t 
that "'Or.le po rsons hnvo 11 general feeling; that hey rocoived a. benefit but whon 
asked to state wha.t tho benefit is in n conc r 0t o i,vay ure 2t u l oss to la1ow 
wh t to answer. 

A r 0a,Unr of the answers t o tho q11e stion11aires indicates vary vride rnngo of 
diffcrunce in inte lligence . Somo of tho persons r o of hir,h i ntollectun. l 
calibre ha.vine; won scholarships in universities . Others , hm·wver , ppon.r 
confused a.ncl their answors a. ro someti cs contradictory. It vro l d hnv o boon 
intorostin1.: to ma.kc a ta.bula.tion of tho students in o.ccor a.nee with the ir 
profession and education. Tho t;ono ro.l impression is tha.t those who contin o 
their cduca.tion to he colloge 1-rude a.re more appreciativo of tho val es of 
Jewish educat ion ha.n others ., b~t ,his r,eno ro.l imp r ess ion should bu v orified 
by f !"'char a.nalysis . 

Att i tu le t mvu.rd o.i.'1 s of Jewish Education 

Tablf, "B" 
of J1rr:i sh 
ro ga.rdad 

indicat es v,hat pe rsons interviowod believed to be he co ·rue+: i:ms 
oduct.tion. 1\ro q est ions 'Nero asked ( 1) To check all of tho a.ins 
s correct , (2) tho mos t i111portun:. aim. The . lS we • 1.., s ,a ·cd i tho 

* This l esse r frequency of relie;ious i nfluence a.s stated by tho ,...t1tdcnts from 
tho Yoshivah is to btJ expluinod probably by the ir belief that tho oli r-io s 
infl once on thorn as comin from 1.ho hone rather than tho school ·1.nr' docs 
not of co lrse no n tha.t tho infl cnce of tho school ho.s not b1..,on rolif"ious . 



TABIE ''E" 

Congr egati onal Council Cleveland Ycshivah 
Sunday Reli gi ous He r ew Adath 'Nor km .m' .:; 
Schoo l Schools ___ School_ B' nai_Isr acl Circle ------------------------------·-- --

Total number in each group (100 ) ( 48 ) ( 98 ) (49 ) ( 15) 

(a ) Pr eser ve r eligion 9oa 22b 45a 20b s1a 15b 47a 19b 11a 1b 

(b) Pr eserv e liter atu r e a nd 
cultur e 94 20 48 7 97 26 46 15 15 7 

( c ) Par t i cipa te in J ewish 
c orn."Iluni t y life 90 7 44 1 86 1 13 

(d) Tr ain fo r ethical living 92 17 4 7 82 16 4 11 15 2 

( ) Adjustment to the non-
Jewish wo r ld 8'7 21 0 12 82 1.1 43 9 10 • / 

( f ) Devel op a f0eling of loyalty 
to Judaism a nd Jews 88 7 46 92 17 48 3 13 , 

J. 

( g) Defense a gainst anti-
Semitism 84 10 4 8 93 7 46 3 14 ,., 

I 

Jone S,ate 13 3 14 '7 2 I 

--------
a The fi r st column indicat s A~ aims checked 

b The Gecond ol mn in ic tes the 110.§l_J.~QlL~~ aim . It shuul be noted ,hat some chec; 1, 

two " most impor t ant" aims , so tha t he total number is lar ger ,han -the number of 
pe r sons inter viewed . 

ron -

Gr .iuat.u TOmnL 

( 89 ) ( 39 J) 

76a 11b 350 8b 

85 16 385 'l 

83 6 36 25 

85 14 362 67 I 

c; 

I 

78 24 ·13~ 9 

86 11 373 39 

85 13 )66 
.J 48 

14 - 53 
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quostiornn iro so that tho person inturviovred d id not havo to fo rmuln.to them. 
Tho aims i:ro r e stn.ted n.s follows : 

a . Holp us to preservo the rolir,ion o.f tho Jevrish people C\nd hn.nd 
it do-rm to our ch ildren 

b . Ho l p us to p:rosorvo the lit orut iir e and culture of tho Jowish 
poopl o n.nd hund them dm·m to our c:.hi l d r on 

c . Prepa r e us to participa.to in Jm·v-lsh ore;o.nizat ions und community 
life 

d . Tr ~lin us for moro. l and ethicn.l l iving ; in other words , teach n.s 
to d o good in our da ily lives 

e . A<ljunt us to the non- Jevrish ·.yorld . This moons to make us under
st and tho cli fforence butween us and non- Jews , and propur o us t o 
l j_vo in a world wlwr(:) we n.ro a minority 

f . Giv e usu feeling of loyalty to Judaism and of kinship with Jews 
the vror ld ove r 

g . Pr epare u s to de fend our poopl0 against anti- kinship 

In the f ollowing discussi on on tho attitudes of the various group s of 
gr o.cl 1u.ttds , the votes on all the aims , stated in the fi rst colurm (Tablo B) 
·will b,} cons i de rod togethe r with the opinions ex pr css ,Jd on the most i mport 
ant o.im stated in the second column (Table B ) . * 

I n tho Conr-;regat ional Sunda.y sc hools , tho vote for o.11 aims runs f[\irly oven. 
It is interesting to note that pre servntion of lit0rn.ture and culture is 
mentioned most often . As far us t he mos t impo:rtn.nt aim is conce r ned , the 
l a r gl;st vote p;oos to "roliEion", but it is int e resting that only 22 ou-t of 
the 100 rer;a.rd this us tho most importo..nt aim, and tho vote for "religion" 
is closely pa rullolled by "adjustment t o tho non- J ovri sh world" , 11 r rc scrva.ti on 
of lito rat u r o and culture" , " t r n ininG fo r cthico.l living" . ~i·ikinrly low is / 
the voto for "pa.rticipo.tion in Jowi sh community life II and a " ,lovolormont of \ 
a f ee ling of loyalty to Judaism and J r;vrs" . From n. po1·usn.l of tho crwstion
no..ire , i t is evident that the s ub jects of tho int e rvi ew r egf\rd sue r; n.irrs a s 
bc inr, u de t e rrent to intermingling of J Jvrs o.nd gontilos . 

In some respects , tho Council R0lir;ious schools indicatG a s i milo.1· distrib 1-

tion vri th refe rence to all o..ims . Hovtev e r , only 39 out of tho 48 , or n.bout 
80 po rcont r ogurd "udjus t ment to tho non- J owish world'' u s a.n i mportan t aim. 
This i G d1...tc to the mode of formu l atinr.; tho q1.w stion which indica tod tha. t the 
Jews arc to continue a s u minority. The sar.10 tendency town.rds assimiln.t ion 
is inJicatod by their statomont of tho most important a.im. ~Jone i h this 
group, c;av u tho answer thu t ·cho "dovolopment of a fooling of loyalty to Jews 
n.nd Judaism" vm. s tho most i mportant rd.n of the school and on ly one , "pa. rtici
pntion i n Juwish comm nity life" . ~.ho graduates of the Council Ro l i r ious 
schools state that "prose rva.tion of religi on" is the most i 1portant C\.im in 
more than 40 percent of the en.sos . Thls is about double the rn.te for the 
Conr:;re t,;::.1.t ional Sunday s chools , ** o.nd oven sor:tow·ho.t hi ghe r t han +-he Orthodox 

* See page 5 
** Incidonto.lly this indico.tcs the fa.llacy of the view that the Cone;rego.tiono.l 

school is necesso.rily religious a.nd tho Communal school not reli [;ious . 

• 
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schools . I c vronld seem th~ t "rel irion" hns boon moro oxcl itsi vcly c:rn pho.aized 
in those nci-10ols than in a.11 other schools . 

The Clovcl:tn,.l Hebrew schools , liko thoso ncntioned above , tive stronr support 
to nll nins , Yrith "preservation of cult lro n.nd literature" a.nd " Jo:rish 
loyalty" somewhat stronger , a.nd "prcocrva.tion of Jovrish religion" sor1.c\fha.t 
vrna.kcr . It is intorestinr: to note that in tho statement of o.11 ·1.ir.is , "nre
sorvaLion of literature rind culturo" , foclinr; of "loyalty to Jows and 
lJudnism" n.nd "dofonse against nnti- 3o 1i.tism" held first pl ce . I:!', tho st, te
mcnt of most important aim ., "o.djustr.10:nt to tho non- Jovri sh world 11

., "prosurv tion 
of litera.t·-iro and culture" hold first place . As explained above, "·1.d;jnstment 
to the non- J0vri sh vrorld " vro.s forni.ulntod in such n. wo.y as to incl1 ldo p o sorva
tion of the Jowo us a. minority ~roup within the total society, so hut Jho 
high voto for a.ch of those pur poses ln qli.tc consistont . As many ns 30 per
cent of those intorvicwod rogn.rd tho "y)resorvo.tion of relicion" o.s tho ma.in 
aim of Ju1;rish education, while over 80 percent include this ·1.s one o-:' t;1 c aims 
of J o-.·ri. sh educn ti on. 

In the Yeshivnh- Talmud Torahs, perhaps oven slightly moro than in l10 othur 
en.sos , thoro is a consistent l y high approval of all aims. As fur ns tho most 
important aim i G concornod , "preservation of religion" o.;.1d "pre sorvn. tio of 
liternture e.nd culture" rank high with 11tr..1inine; for ethical livinr " ·\lso 
fairly stronr;. A weakness is indicated in "participation in Jowish coru'1unity 
lifo" --i.s a. :"lo.i n n.im of Jowish oducution, und in r un.din~ tho q ostionnuiros , it 
would Ui}noo. ~ thn. t the so schools to sorr1.c oe;roe still retain a.n u :ti tu.do of 
worldlin0ss . * 

In the ·,r rlanon ' s Circle schools,** tho c·o:nt rnst re somewhat c:ront2r, 'il thourh 
hero too I ho rroup o.s a. wholo includes O.'"'P oval of n.11 tho a.i~1s . Thu contrast 
is most striking when the most i1 portn t aim of Jowi sh education is st 1.lcd . 
V )ry dof'initol ., tho gra.duutos of tho so school::, conceive "pro::wrvutioi of 
li tern. turu and culture " * and 11 defunso aruinst u.nti-Somi tism" a.... .1 , !.•.J main 
aims . "Pnrticipution in Jewish com:m1mity life" and "o.djustmont to ho n on
J ovrlsh uorld" roceivod not votos ut o.11 . Thoso activitios a.re ror,nrdorl us op
posed to nssimilution or internu tiorol conception. In ono ca.so , " 1 re r, vation 
of rclir;iorl' is stated s the no.in aim, b t a. ruft,rcnco to the quostiorn.airo 
shovrs L.hut th is person attended tho id 1 • shist schools mainly to l u·1 r n 
Yiddish rtnd docs not ccupt tho general ::::ociulistic point of vie'• She sto.tos 
"pro sorva.tion of lite rn t 1ro und cul turo" to bo equa. l ly i "'1port'1nt wi. th "pro
sorvu tion of olirion" . ShtJ had also a.tt0nded other ,...chools before includin 
the Clcvolnnd H brew schools and tho Co 1ncil R0 li ious schools . Ono e;r-i.d --i.te 
a.l so ru .,a.rds tho "dovclopmont of n fcolinr of loyalty to J a.ism" "- s a.i i .1.-
po tunt aim. Upon looking up his quoGtionna.iro , it is revealed tlkl\t this 

* F'or incto.nco , when ono of tho gra.durttos of tho Yushivuh wus n.skod whether 
he belonged to any J uwish orgo.nizo.tion, ho replied th· this ussocia.tion 
,vus limited to th t of tho Rnbbis in tho Talmud. 

** Unfor .. unatoly, only 15 ca.sos from • hoso schools woro studied . It W'"'-S 
pla.nnod oriEiru:tlly to hn.vo 30 , but for soma unexplained r ,a.son l,his '\' s 
reduced to 15 . 

By lite r t ro o.nd cultu o , the gr dua.tos horo ho.vo reference to Yiddish 
litoraturo a.nd culture . 1·fith rcfuro nco to Hebrew, indifforonco or opposi
tion is generally oxprossed1 



- 8 -

st dent lso attended other schools , 'lnd onphasizos that o.ttcndanco '1.t ,..ever 1 
schools is desirable . Ho approciatcs tho Worlanen ' s Circle schools norc than 
others bocn.uso they gav e him u practioa.l know-lodge of Yiddish which ho can 
anply to several aspects of his every- day life . 

In the case of the "non- graduate n answers., some sto.te they regard tho ''adjust
ment to the non- Jowi sh world" n.s being tho most important aim., 24 out of the 
total of 89 huvin~ tnkon this position. Other important aims noted a. o 
11 preGervn.tion of l itorntur o und cu l ture" ., ''training for ethical livinc" , 
"foe ling of loyalty" and "defense ag;a.inst anti- Semitism. lt "Pn.rticip~ition in 
Jewish community life" ho l ds the l owest place as a. main aim., ulthour;h it 
fig res v er y high among the various aims . Incidentally, it should be noted 
that in r-enoral "pa r ticipation in Jewish community life " does not l old u hi:,h 
place in tho column of the most importnrrt aim • 

.An a.nalysi s of the "total" c olumn is interestinr~ as a reflection of the views 
of this p-roup of young adults as a whole . N'ith reference to all aims ., t11e o 
is a hir:h degree of consensus of opinion. The lowest degree of a.groer1ont is 
on "udjunt1:1ent to the non- Jewish world" , but even in this caso as many as 85 
percent of th ose questioned agree that this is an important aim. ··, en we 
observe the column on the most importa~1t aim, on the other hand ., we fi 11J that 
this is ranked fi r st (to some extent due to overweighting by the non-F,raduate 
group) . '.rhi s difference of res11lts in the two columns woul d indicate that 
thero i3 ~ot1siderable individual difference of opinion on this question, some 
regard ii, t..S the most important aim while others do not consider it i1'1portant 
at ull . The difficulty with this question is due partly to faulty formulation 
a.s noted above ., but in pa.rt undoubtedly also to 00.l differen o of opinion. 

On the A.11 aims count., "litera·~ure and cult11ro" has tho highest ank und this 
aim also comes out well on the mo<"t important test, where it ranks nocon • 
It upponrs quite evident th.a. t all those interviewed, both the non- l·ra.d,rn.tos 
and the g raduates , the reform and the orthodox an1 radical regard t 10 "nre
serva.tion of' Jewish litorat re and culture" a basic a.im of J ewish education. 
The "re l ie;ious " interest r nks very hi :lh as the most important alm , pn.rticu
larly if ·we exclude the non- grad at1Js., but on tho "all aims " q 10stion it 
ranks only sixth. It should however be remembered that even here ., c lose to 
90 percent of the total regard thi as one of the impor tant aims . 

It is of intorost to note also that on '~ho most i portant test ., "particiy, tion 
in Jovrish conu"luni ty l ife" ranks quite low. Only 25 expressions of o inion 
favor his as tl1e most important aim. This may be due to the fact t} t tho 
ordinary person regards the school ns an institut ion for " learning" r ther 
than as u~1 agency f or prepara.tion for socia.l life . m1a.t the aver e pe rson 
regards a.s be ing important in education mn.y not necessarily be so fron tho 
coITUT1unity or the educator s 1 point of view. In the light of the voluntary 
character of Jewish organiza.tion in the United States and tho calls r:i.ndo up,on 
f.rtorican Jewry, it is impor tant to lo.y stres s on participation in Jewish com
munal l ife . 

The above relates to the attitudes of young people . The r e arc also qtestions 
in tho st dy with reference to a.ctivo participation in Jevri sh or o.niza.tions ., 
the extent to which they reo.d Jewish books ., attend Jewish mo0tin~s • observo 
the S.blagh, Jewish holidays and ritual , etc . A comp l ete ana l ysis of this 
nnte r io.1 ·1s-not possible at the present time . The tabulations have boon 
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scrutinizsd and taken into consideration in the foll owing summary of the 
general influence of the various tyy,es of schools . 

Total General Impression of the Influence of the Various 
Types of Schools 

I 

Reform Sunday ~chool s 

WJ\ 

Tho r-, r duatcs of the reform s,.mday s chools do not , taken as a whole , nako o.s 
good a showing with reference to their Jewish a.tti tudes and interests as do 
the other i;roups . This is the improssion made on b oth the irrvesti p;ators from ---the personal interviews ; and the record of activities and interests as re-
vealed in the tabulation of replies bears out this general impression. As 
already noted, how much is due to fami l y background and how much to tho 
school influenc e cannot be determined , at least without further , very carefil , 
analysis . lt should be remembered also , that the persons interviewed received 
thei r education years ago before more modern methods were introdu.ced into the 
Sunday schools a.nd perhaps the results obtuined today are better-. 

I While it is some times claimed that the Sunday schools empha_§izo relicious ~! 
education, it does not appear that these graduates are purticularly imbued o-- __.
~nse of religious value_s. As to Hebrew instruction, dissatisfnction 
is indicated : the suggestion is made that Hebrew ought not to bo taup.;ht at 
all , ' if it cannot be taught in a more interesting or better way. It 'NO ld 
appear that t:he graduates associate the Sunday schools, to a large oxtont , 
vri th "social II interests and position. :Many vo.luo the Sunday school for this 
reason; on the other hand, occasionn.lly there io an outburst against what is 
termed "snobbishness" and the partio.lity of the Temple for the ·wealthy and 
socially woll- plncod. 

/ 

An analysis of the present Jewish o.ctivities and intarosts of the Temple . _, --r-
graduatos reveals them to be not only less interested in Zionism~ than th~ LVnova 
graduates of the more intensive type of Hebr ew school , but less concerned 
with all aspects of Jewi s h l ife. A fewer number a.re affiliated with Jewish 
organizations ; a smalle r number road books of Jewish interest . 

There is much concern with tho questi on of assimilation and accorruno ation t~ 
the non- Jewish world . As distin uished from the other groups , one moet s , not 
infrequently, expressi on of antagonism to Jews, an echo of the anti - Semitic -ju g111. ts , tha· the Jow is sharp in business' practice , etc . There are of 
course many exceptions to this p;en0rul rule but a reading of the q ·es tionno.iros 
loaves on the whole a. bad tasto with reference to the question of Jcwrish 
self respect • 

unexpected finding is tho frequent criticism made against the disci lino , 
,eda~ _and g_eneral C.Q!lduct of the Sunday schools . As the ..,ub- hen.c inr indi
c~, the o.bove discussion r~la os o ·c o reform Sunday schools wh:i h are 
regarded as most representative of the S ruluy schools pro ram. A different 
total impression is given by the ro.duates of the conservative Sunday schools 
a.s summarized in the following quotation from one of the investicn.tor ' s 
reports : 

"The p;adua.te s of the Conservative Con[jre ational schools althoue-h 
equally inactive in any Jewish organization showed n somewhat ~renter 
interest in Jewish problems . The home seemed to have had the r;rentest 

• 
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TABLE "C II 

NON- PARTICIPATION IrJ JE'NISH ACTIVITIES 

(100) ( 48) (98) (49) ( 1 r::) (89) 

Council Clevcl nd Yeshivah 
Congregational 

Sunday Religious Hebrew Adath ','or km.en ' s .Ion-

chool Schools S hool 'nai Isr el Circl~ Gradu e 

GENERAL JEWISH ACTIVITY 

Organization l...ffiliation 39 39% 14 29% 28 28% 11 22% 2 13% 15 

Volunteer ~ervice 78 78% 44 91% 66 67 /J 36 73% 11 73~6 GO 

Public Gathering 24 24% 17 35% 27 27;o 15 30% 2 13l, 24 

Jewi. sh Radio 
31 31% 9 18% 23 23% 14 28% 2 13% 30 

Books of Jewish Ir.te re st 2 52% 20 41% 30 30;~ 25 51% 40 ~ 49 
I 

Read Newspapers or Periodicals 19 197c, 8 16% 4 4111 5 10% 15 
/0 - -

Total Pe rc0nt Non- Participation 40% 38% 30% 34% 25/6 

ote : The percent of non- purticipa io has b en calculated as follows: 

The numb r f cases in each group times six has been taken s the denomi ator, und he 

totel number of non- participation as the numerator . 

This of course is only a rough guide for it is difficult t weight organization affili

ation as against listenin~ to the Jewish radio and frequencies have not been ken in o 

concider tion . 

ATTITUDE ON ZIONISM 

Opposed 
Not Inter sted 

Inter std 

Active Zionists 

6 

43 

48 

3 

1 
18 

28 

1 

5 
14 

3 

18 

2 
9 

33 

2 
2 

10 
1 

2 
38 

47 

2 

16% 

G7% 

261~ 

33% 

5r:: :7o 

16% 

35% 

TOTAL 

109 

29 

109 

109 

182 

C: 1 

lG 
124 

229 

30 

<D 
SD 

I 
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Jewish influence in their lives in the sense that they learned of 
the religious customs arrl ceremonies. They seemed to know more of 
Zionism and were more sympathetic to its ideology." 

Many of them felt hat during the f 1rst fivo or six years of school , the 
course of study was overlappinr; and rcpoti tious • On the other hand , very 
definitely positive reactions are [jivon with reference to work in the pre ... 
confinnation and confirmation classes where modern history, current event s 
were part of the regulo.r curriculum. 

The o.bove criticisms may not apply to all schools alike. No attempt has been 
made to differentiate between one institution and another. The purpose here 
bein~ to present a r...QU.gh general impression made by the various groups taken 
as a whole. - -

Council R0ligious Schools 

The Council Relie-ious School graduate s e; ive definitely the i mpre ss ion that 
they have pleasant associations with their Jewish educational oxperionce. 
Expressions like "the school was a real -value'', "huppy experiences", is 
frequently met. On the other hand th~ know-ledge of Jewish history, litera
ture, Hebrew seems to be at a miniMum and their present interest in Je~ish 
organ.izut ions and their undorstandinf; of Jewish problems very serio' sly 
vunting. ·;mile some of the pupils soem to ho.vo been influenced by fine 
teachers in a general way, the attachment to Jewish life is evidently not 
stronG and they look with some ap r ehonsion on tendm.1 cios which will obstruct 
mingline; vri th non-Jowl!!. They seem less strongly positive and less strongly 
ne~ative than the other groups. 

Oleveland Heb rew Schools 

The grotluatee of the Cleveland Hebrew schools, as a wholo, make o. clca.rly 
different i mpression on the investigators thn.n the former groups . In terms 

{ 

of ac tive interests, they are o. diver se gro p and the statistical treatment 
of their a.ctivi ties vmuld inclicnte them t b on~i~o.tively better tho.n 
th~undn.y school gradua.t~s; the re .su lts arc not satisfying in o.11 cases, or 
in nll wnys. In certnin particulars they are definitely superior. In the 
mat ter of r Bading books of Jewieh interest, they are considerably better 
than the S nday school grad o.te3; o.lso , it is ih .this group only that we find 
readers of Hebro periodical. Tho greatest diffe rence vnth reference to any 
specific point is on the question of Zionism, Vhile forty percent of the 
Sunday school grn.duo.tos t110.y that they are not interested in Zionism, thore 
o.ro only 15 percent not intoroeted runon the gm.duo.to~ of tho Clcvelo.nd Hebrew 
schools, 

The mo.in difference is not, however, revealed in specific o.ctivi ties so much 
as inn toto.lly different orientation tov,mrd Jewish life. The gr~duntas_of 
the Clevolo.nd Hebrc ools give the impression of knmving more ab.out Jewish 

j 
life and be g sincorely intorested in its vo.rious aspects . Ono investi

~or write s "their knowlodge of eithor Yiddish, Hebrew, Jewish literature, 
history, o.nciont and modern o.nd thoir understanding of Jewieh life in 
genera.I wns roa.t0r than all other groups ," The othe r investigo.tor sto.te a 
"that their concern about Jewish affairs today us it affects the Jews all 
aver the world s gr ante r than most groups," Jewish youth orga.nizo.tions, 
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such us Avukah , Youn6 Judea an Ho.shomir lfu.tzuir obta.in their l ca.dor::;hip us 
vrell as membership from tho gra.dua.te e of tho Clcvolo.nd Hobrew schools . 

At tho srun0 ti:-i.e the gr a.dua.tes give CX}Jrossion to ad.verso criticism of their 
school experience . They fool that ther C"hould have lcar;1od more. O.l1y of 
them think that tho -ceo.chors wore too 1om1e; , lucked pro Ja.rotion und bo..ck
ground . Mention -rra.s nl s o ma.de of tho loYr pay of tho teachers Q.s a. fuc·~or 
contributing to tho difficulties vri th roforcnco to tl o tea.chin[" stu[' 

Tho Yushiveth-To.lmud Tora.hs 

The gro.du.a.tes of tho Yeshiva- Talmud Torahs schools of tho Ada.th D1 nui Isra.ol 
a.lso oxhibit u strong posi tivo o.ttitude tovm.rd Jowich lifo . They do not 
roud books of Jewish interest , i t is interesting to note , to any r ..:.,tor 
degree than the Sunda.y school gr a.duo..tes . There a.re qua.int illustrations of 
other- worldliness with n.n exc l usive interest in tho life , tho ght o.nd pcrsona.1-
ities in tho Talmudic literature . But many of tho gro.duo.t s show an a.ctivo 
ns \To ll o.s i..ntc lloctual intc,r0st ., affiliate themselves vrith Youn{; Israel 
orgo.niz:i.tions and purticipn.te in socin.l , oducutional and fund ra.isL11• 

functions . Most of thom still hold fast to traditional Judaism a..nd keep tho 
orthorl.ox rolir:ious rituo..1 observa.ncos. 

I Their a. ttitudo townru -~he ir school oxporience is fa.vora.ble • They cri ticizo 
the in..'1.dcqua.c a.nd poor vcntil".. tion of t e school quarters a .d thoy rocognizo 
that tLo methods used by t} eir E1 rop an style te'l.chars rnru old fa.shionod; 
I10Urly a.11 of them st~ted thnt tho tostchin of H brow should huve beon moro 
systematic wi~b a. b usis i J. Hebrew e:rn"t'mr. In ·t 0 final summine; up , however, 
they oxpresc- /c8Rviction tl t tl e only tr w bo. is for Jewish life is to bo 
found in the' Yeshiva orthodox educntion n.nd that other types of sc1t0olin 
a.re superficial in compurison. 

Tho gra.duutes of the ,Yorkmen ' s Circlo '"'c} ool ,vi th few exceptions express 
satisfuction in h~vin~ attended those.: sc½.ools whore they leo. 10d Yicl1lish, 
the " ln.ngua.ge of the Jcwi sh people" ., which enab lo s them to re" d Yiddish 
l ite rat ro a.nd Yiddish nowspupcrs . To ·mrd tho effort of tho Zion3 sts in 
Palestine to brin Hebrevr to tho fore , there is u ruthe.!' disdo.inf'ul o.ttitudo. 
They soon to ha.vo a. ruo.t interest in economic and socin.l problein.s of the 
Jow a.nd of his status as a. member o tho vmrki '1.g class youth c.non the othe r 
groups; but they do not seem to have been indoctrinated in a.ny particular 
pa.rtisan economic philosophy. They indica.te o. wide o.wnke int rest in Jewish 
'lffuirs , tho g;h porho.ps tl ey uro not so positive o.bo t the vul1rn of Je 'rish 
survi va.l . They a.re so ldom concerned a.bout ob servo.nee of the relirion a.s 
such; sor.ie of them conform to a. corta.in mnou t of ri tua.l beca. 1s0 of re::;poct 
to po.rents or i;rundpa.rents , but i1 m~ny ca.sos even this is not necessa.ry, 
becalse tho familio s from which they cor10 do not themselves keep the 
reli[ ious observances . They uro on -the whole , loss critical of tl e nethods 
und pedagogy of the schools they a.ttendecl tho.n th0 other groups and upp r eci
uted the intimate rel2tion be'bvveen tea.ch , nd pupil . 

Non- Gra.d1mto s 

Tho gr oup of non- gro.d utas were chosen from member ship lists of vurious 
~wish outh orgo.niza.ti ons nnd thus a. o · 11 ipso facto po.rticipa.nts • ,1 some 
Jewish activity , nt loo.st members of o. .,Jewish club . Outside of thi s 
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connection., however, many of them o..:co completely out of touch with Jewish 
life ; tl-10y n.ro unfami liQr vri th JeViish movements and communnl nctivi tie s, 
ho.vo ve ry vrtgue , frequently confused notions of Jewi. sh problems o.nd iclorts . 
Al though s omo of them foel they diu no-L lose much by their fetiluro to 
obtain n regular Jewish cduco.tion , mos-:_, of them a.re a.polo ,c;otic about thei r 
la.ck of k.novilodge , conscious s;ricken n.nd attempt to excuse themselves that 
they live in ::.1on- J0wi:3h neighborhoods or in other W;3_ys . Their '1ffiliation 
with o. Jevrish orgo.nization is havin[\ o. so.lutn.ry offect C\.nd they n.ppon.r to 
be experiencing o. sence of satisfaction in being in some vmy connoctod i:vith 
Jewish life . ThiG group 1ivn.s pa.rticulnrly heterogenous and they o.ro cloo.rly 
inferior to the gr :1duo. te s in their kno~rlodge of Jevvi sh things a.nd the ir 
und orstand ing, of Jewish a.ffa.irs • 



C OP Y 

"PLFASE REF:E RABBI SILVERS ART CLE JEWISH D LY BULLETI 

s Y OVE E ... EIGHTEENTH A '.L C I u t.i IRE SY.:,TE.11 lE! ICAN 

HEB ··, SCHOOLS BURE US JE·, IS EDUCATIO STOP BULL....: I~ UNDOUB DLY 

PREJUDICED SILVERS FAVOR BUT ELIEVE - OULD HOT D SUPPRESS 

PUBLIC TION NUMEROUS LETTERS 1"RO.~ JEYIISH LEADERS A1ID BUE AU HE S 

STOP SUGGEST Y1)U SEtID PROMPTLY vrnnROUS ARTI LE TO BULLj,'l1L · ·m 

JE IS.H AY ·_
1 ~ 0TH :.1 S'.l1EPS TO THIS Tr· PU.BLIC L:,;:,UE 

FLE SE REPLY BY JESTE r U ION." 

This telegram w s ~gned by A.H. Friedl d, Nathan 
Brilliant, and Alfred SachJ. 
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