
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         41           15          1002 
 
 

Jewish farm settlements, 1933-1934. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Producers Distributing Agency, Inc. 
106 G A NSEV O ORT S TR EET 

Distr ibutors of 

NEW YORK CITY SU NFLOWER A STORM KING Eastern Office for the 

NORTHWESTERN TURKEY GROWERS 

ASSOCIATION 
C H ELSE A 3-48 98 

BLUE WIN G 

BR A NDS 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver , 
c/o"Every Friday," 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

DRESSED POUL TRY 

December 6, 1933 • 

Your editori a l in "Every Friday" last rriday 
filled my heart with gratitude , appreciation and rene ed 
faith . Your fearless and direct approach on the Jewish 
question needs no comment from me . I simply seize this 
opportunity to ask for your cooperation in the movement 
which came into being spontaneously , namely, the Provi
sional Commission for the Establishment of Jewish Farm 
Settlements in merica . I happen to bet e Chairman of 
this Provisional Connn. t tee . 

Since i t s i nception , we succeeded n compiling 
considerable data on the economic and agricultural prob-
lems in general , with a special view concern ng Jewish 
farm settlements . We are now calling a conference of 
delegates of Jew sh organizations which s to take place 
at the Hotel Pennsylvan a in New York City on the 23rd 
and 24th of thi month. 

The enclose Surmnary of Schedules , uestions & 
nswers , and the circular for the conference called , are 

all self- explanatory. I just want to add that Professor 
M. L. ilson , D rector of the Sub istence Homesteads 

iv sion , of the u. s. Department of Interior , is taking 
quite an interest n our plans- also , Dr . El ood !iead , 
Comm ssioner of Reclamat on , who ~ven prom sed to come to 
our conference . You will note in the Summary of chedules 
that our plan for the first colony has a l ready been ap
proved by the u. s. Department of Labor and Miss Perkina. 

Professor Ruml J . B. Davidson , Dean of the 
g ·1c 1 lt·.iral Coll e of Ames , Iowa, wrote me concern ng the 

pro t as follows: 
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December 6, 193 3 • 

Dr . bba Hillel Silver , 
Page - 2-

"It was indeed a pleasure to have 
your le tter of November 29 , enclos ng 
the proBpectus of the Monmouth County, 
New Jer ey pro·ect . I have looke 
th s over and it appears to me that you 
have made a very clear and definite 
outline of what~ ght be ccomplished 
in the project . I have been looking 
ove~ a number of tnese for Profe so 
ilson and I ave fond none more defin

ite . When I as 1n ash ngton a month 
ago , Professor ·,· lson to d ine you ha 
been in and work ng a project . ' 

s Cha rman of the above ment oned Comm ss .on , 
I peal to you , dear Dr . Silver , to be w th us dur n 
t. e 23rd and 24th of th s month, at our convent on . You, 
·th our v ua,izat on of the Je sh problems , are in-

d spens ble to our ne1 movement . 

Hop ne ou ·., 11 find 1 t possible to grant onr 
request , we ar 

BB/E 
Enels/3 

incerely yours , 

HOVISION L C01 ITSSION FORET BLISH-
I1 T 01' JEYISH 1 R ETTLE1 UT I U. S. 
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Mr. . • amL, ... 1...,, • 

C'\ roG·uce1• Dis tr l::uting ~nc7, Inc., 
106 G:,.,.1s V ' 01 t Str -.t, 
New Yor, N.Y . 

. iy d - r l • Browns 

, • :rou. t me t c.Ol'> 1 dge r c lpt ot 
your ,-1nd l tter f c-,nber 6th. I am v ry ma.ch 
1nt;;.r~~ted d. qut te euthusi s t1c out the work 
which your Provis onal Cor~i tte .l r the Establ~ s nt 
of Jei,;i. h ;.,.rr:i 1 .. ettl ri!; trs \n J <1~1~\ca ?,~~6 ui ,t~rt .. en. 
You ar on the t tr:~c,,. • nd I ope t .. .. t .,ou 1111 
prosecute t ~ie • t h the tm t vi or. 

I ah~l li;e e y mu.ch to attend your 
conference on the 23rd nd 34th of th1a month. 
UnfortUDA. tely th1 ba--o:--ens t ,.) be dur1 ~ t he • eek 
of Cha.uu;ta,h. .e ; va :plan ·ed v r; imoor\,mt C lB.ml.ttah 
cele ✓r tlons a, "rh mp\• ~1d I :nu.~ t occ,1.py r:,;r- own 
pulpit on th• mornin& of the 24th. It 11 therefore 
highly impro vle that I will oe able to ~et awq. 
Should there b any change in lllY' pro am, I will 
notify you. 

1th all good .i 1,a and assuring 7ou 
a.gain of my dtaep 1nteree\ 1:i the plan, p rn1 t me 
to remain 

V r y cordi 11.y ycror, 

AHS:BK 



ebru.ary :...2 , 19 • 

1 rovisio l ,o 1 31on or th t bli ri •nt of 
J i h S t t 1 m ts 1n t l Unit d St t , 

0 st 11th '>t., 
•• Yor ~. • Y. 

Dar rind 1 

res nt t1vea of a roup o J ish art~ • 
d 1 orera v b n in to•• me d i cu -•d tlw 

po sibllity f or 1ai coo r tive f rcine co,. lty. 
ey r mi t t1al p opl• o of horn ve eo 11 

p riv .t c pi l wh ell they re ill in to inv• \ 1n 

such roj ct. 'l'he7 m~ntton d t o outh County 
•Jr y nroj•ct ~ ould 11 odel th ir 

coop r · tive on i t on a ller ac 

I wou.l d _ ly :o reel ate l t, if yo would 
·.dvise 1 • n thi tter. , t r t • :,ossibili ti•• 
of rocuri id ""rom t Gov rnm nt H w 1 • 

unit ~ ld t y b in with roxi t ly how 
much would t individual l ve to inv t 1n it 

ould t v rnr nt t d r • dy to iv• tb 
t chnic· l dvice since v y few f th m h: • d 

! ·r in • rience ! 

I a copy ot y ~ur u: 1 

tiona and - r h1ch ••r 
o. 1n~ t·on which • 

oup t o cl ity th~ l r o 1 lde 1 
would bed eply • . reci1 t d. 

it 11 o i h •• 

'rJ of nch dulea 
aent to •011• 

t 11 1 thi• 
d to cuJ,de th 

t r 

V inc•r ly our, 

AHS a K 
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. r. 0 • L. do , 
4521 t 35th t., 
Cl v 1 , io. 

d ar r. • dowl 

chl,1.3 . 

I am enclo11n hr wi\h 
I rec ived from • Yor. : th 11 
h tr th in th ... ., ... futur 

let\er which 
rob bl.7 
in. 

V•ry incer ly ura, 

A.HS: IC 
Elle. 



• ocit t on for J 
80 E~ t 11th St., 

Tor , . Y . 

... ntl n1 

Wa.r ch 20, 1924. 

S ttle e ta, 

On rw ry 2nd, Rab 1 S1lv r ot to 
y u r qu s~in eooe inform. tion re di the 
posa1b111ty o ar zing h e cooper t1ve 
f rming co ·:unity p~tt rned f ter th onm th 
County H Jr e7 proj ct. A 7 t no n w r 

e been re ei ved. 

Tn oup in hose b lt th letter•·• 
written i a i ouely "1t1ng ord f rom y~ b fore 
at rt1ng their roJect. An e,.rl7 reply would 
be gre,_tl rec1 t d. 

1th all ood wishea, rtmll 1n 

V r 1nc r l.y • 

ec'y to bi Silver. 
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The Provisional Commission 
Jewish Farm Settlements 

for 
• in 

the 
the 

Establishment 
United States 

80 East I I th Street, New York City 

GRamercy 5-5063 

TO ALL JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS IN THE UNITED ST ATES: 

of 

We take pleasure in inviting your organization (·o delegate representatives to the national con 4 

vention which will be held on December 23 and 24, at the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York, under the 
auspices of the Provisional Commission for the Establishment of Jewish Farm Settlements in the United 
States. 

As you know, a decided back-to-the-land movement has mad·e itself manifest during the past few 
years among the Jewish masses of this country. This movement has been given particular impetus by 
the changing economic conditions, which have brought into existence a large number of techno.ogically 
unemployed Jewish workers and which have severely affected the fate of the Jewish middle cl3ss. Being 
faced with a dismal, if not hopeless, future in the cities, groups of Jews have already organized them
selves into farm settlements in several parts of the United States. 

It is the conviction of the Provisional Commission that by taking hold of this spontaneous back-to
the-land movement, by giving it definite shape and direction, providing it with the necessary resources, 
a vital contribution will be made toward the solution of the difficult economic problems confronting 
the Jews of America. 

The Provisional Commission, which was founded last winter upon the initiative of a group of 
national Jewish organizations and a number of agricultural experts, has during the past year devoted itself 
to a survey of the whole problem of Jewish farming. The Commission has evolved definite constructive 
plans for the establishment of Jewish farm settlements a~ong cooperative principles, envisaging the utili
zation of large scale industrialized farming methods and the most modern agricultural machinery, in 
accordance with the latest tendencies in American farming. The Commission has also been conducting 
negotiations with the authorities in Washington, with a view to securing their endorsement and support 
for the Jewish back-to-the-land movement. 

The plans worked out by the Provisional Commission will be presented for consideration at the 
national convention, which is being called in order to lay the foundations for a permanent organization, 
controlled and directed by the organized representative forces of American Jewry, which will conduct the 
great work of settling Jews on the land in America. 

We are confident that you realize the historic importance of this work and that you will respond 
by sending delegates to our national convention without delay. Every national organization is entitled 
to representation by three delegates, every local organization by two. Kindly return the enclosed card 
with the names and .addresses of your delegates as soon as possible. 

Very truly yours, 
DR. CHAIM ZHITLOWSKY-Honorary Chairman, Provisional OR. B. HOFFMAN (ZIVION)-Editor ''Gerechtikeit" 

Commission MAX L. HOLLANDER-Grand Sec'y, lndep. Order Brith Abraham 
BENJAMIN BROWN-Chairman, Provisional Commission S. JUDSON-Associate Editor, "Jewish Morning Journal'-
P. GINGOLD } S. LIEBMAN 
PROF. S. JOFFE, Secretaries, Provisional Commission ELIAS LIEBERMAN-Vice-President, Workmen's Circle 
J. LEVIN LOUIS LIPSKY-Member of Exec. Committee World Zionist Org. 
JOSEPH BASKIN-General Secretary, Workmen's Circle MORRIS MARGULIES, Secretary, Zionist Organi:iation of America 
EPHRAIM AUERBACH DR. S. MARGOSHES-Editor "The Day" 
N. CHANIN-Secretary, Jewish Socialist Verband PROF. S. PEARLMAN 
PROF. CHAIM CHERNOWITZ J. W. PINCUS 
S. 0INGOL-Managing Editor "The Day" DAVID PINSKI-President, Jewish National Workers' Alliance. 
0. DUBINSKY-Pres., International Ladies Garment Workers Union JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG-General Sec'y, Amalgamated Clothing 
WILLIAM EDLIN Workers' Union 
MRS. ELMER ECKHOUSE LOUIS SEGAL-Secretary, Jewish National Workers' Alliance 
MORRIS FEINSTONE-Secretarv, United Hebrew Trades A, SOLOVIEV 
OR. L. FOGELMAN-President, Jewish Writers Club HERMAN SPEIER-Executive Secretary, United Roumanian Jews 
JACOB FISHMAN-Managing Editor, "Jewish Morning Journal" RABBI TAUB 
PHILIP GELIEBTER-Educ. Director, Workmen's Circle Z. TYGEL-Executive Dir~ctor, Federatio~ P~li$h Jews 
B. z. GOLDBERG-Associate Editor "The Day• JACOB WEINBERG-President, Wo~kmen s ~•~cl•. 
RUBIN GUSKIN-Manager Hebrew Actors Union 0. WERTHEIM-Secretary, Poale Zion • Z1er1 Zion 
CHAIM GREENBERG-Editor "Yiddisher Kempfer" PETER WIERNICK-Editor, "Jewish Morning Journal" 
ELIZABETH HASANOVITZ LEO WOLFSOHN-President, United Roumanian Jews 
PERETZ HIRSHBEIN 
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Monmouth Cc tnt:y , Ne·.v Jersey Project 

SUMMARY OP SCHEDULES 

This is a project for establishtng a cooperative 
co1mnuni ty of 200 Jewish families in the Needle Work 
Trades on a 1200 acre tract of land situated near 

Schedule I. •' i -htsto\1n,Monm.outh County, N.J. 11ho ~Jite, which is 
already under option, is in the open country (now a 
purely aur1 cultural area) and thus out of the metro
politan and suburban population :~ono but yet within 
ready accessi~ility to the New York and Philadelphia 
Clothing Markets. In addition to individually-owne:l 
subsistence homesteads of about one n.cre each, tho 
project will comprise a community owned and oper~tod 
dairy farm , truck farm, general stor0, central water 
and sewerage aisposul plant and n sMall clothing 
factory. B1ro .. 1 funds other than F1ederal loan requ "'stcd 
a school nd recreation center will be provi~od . 
Families will be ed.ected from New York, Philadolphi::i 
and New Jersey Cities . Project is 52 milos·from Ifuw 
York , 42 miles from Philadelphia, 15 from Trenton, and 
30 from Nowo.rk . Tho project is in the general working
men's ge.rden home class but contemplatos more extonsivo 
farming operations than the usual -projoct in that cla~ 
and it will also depend upon a new indu~try to ~c 
established rather than upon industries already existi ng 
in nearby centers . All agricultural production howovor 
will be primarily for use of' tho .families; t.be our co 
of income will be the cloth:ng factor· . 

The purpose of tho project is to dcmon8trato J 

feasibility of permanently combini:1g subsintonce f .... "l1.-
Schodule II. in8 with a highly seasonal industry, which roadily lends 

itself to decentralization; to mnko ~o1f sushiining 
200 skilled workers and their families who ~re now 
partially or totally unemployed and for whom the pros
pects of future roomploymont are very limited bocauso 
of recent t0chnoloeicnl advances in tho industry, n.nd 
to domonstrnto tho pra.ctic·ability of conrrnu ity owned 
agricultural and industrial production and m rkcting 
ont0rprisos. The project will also s ,rvc to demons r· ~o 
the ex·onts to which tho Jowish pcoplo c n succood in 
f ~rming when combined with industry . Tho tradition now 
is that Jews do not mako successful fnr mors . Tho unem
ployment situation in the Noodle Trades is acute . Er0 
in good times there is much summer soason~l unemploy
ment, n.nd a survey conservatively estimated that ovon 
should 1929 peak production return, 10 , 000 hcnds of 
frunilios in tho trade would remain unemployed because 
of improved machine processes . 

Tho sito chosen is in an established and proven truck
ing nrca, free from present or prob .: blo r0al estate 

Schedule III . subdividing . 11herc i.s no industry of consoquonco in tho 
irrunodiuto vicinity. While no study of tho economic 
and social trends of tho general area have as yot boon 
mado , discovery of tondoncios adverse to tho project is 
not anticipated . 

Site is gently rolling, with good soil, mostly in 
cultivation and requiring no drainage or clearing but 

Schedule lV. some fertilization . Rain fall and growing season are 
fully satisfactory . Truck , fruit and general farm 
crops do well . An ample supply of good water can be 
obtained from wells 200 feet deep . No minerals are 
known to ho present. There· are about 200 acres of wood
land within the tract whi. ch will be used for a community 
woodlot uut not for construction . The soils have been 
examined ancl approved by a soils expert of the New Jer 
sey Agr·cultural Station . 

Proj0c~ is located,½ miles from Hightstown , a villa o 



of 3012 population. Options on 1216 acres involving 
8 ownerships have already been secured, and an addition-

Schedule v. al 40 acre tract is being negotiated for to round out 
the property into a solid tract bounded on ~11 sides 
by roads. Average price of the land about $80.00. 
Eight farm houses, barns and other out-buildings are 
included, most of which can be used for the project. 
Title will be guaranteed by a recognized title company. 

Either existing schools, to which transportation is 
provided by school bus, will be used, or arrangements 

Schedule VI. will be made with public authorities to erect one in 
the community. Existing nearby village trade centers, 
churches and recreation institutions will be utilized; 
but a community general store is planned as part of 
project, and various Hebrew Welfare and recreation 
associations will cooperate in establishing centers 
on the project. Sewerage disposal and water supply will 
be provided by central plants, although further study 
is being given these questions. ~lectricity is already 
available, no gas will be at hand. Project is on a 
good tar and gravel roo.d; 3 miles from th(J main New 
York - Philadelphio. Hi~hway, on which 16 through buses 
per day operate; and 32 miles from tho Pennsylvania 
Railroad at Hightstown and 9 miles from the main line 
at Princeton Junction. 

Project is subject to no known regional or county planst 
permits, franchises, zoning regulations, or sanitary, : 

Schedule VII. or other codes. However, suitable restrictive regula- ' 
tions will be adopted for tho project, with the approval 
of the division of Subsistence Homesteads. 

Project will be subject only to tho following taxing 
jurisdictions: State, county, township, school district 

Schedule VIII. Applicant estimatos that general property taxes on the 
average homestead will be about $20.00 per year. The 
tax burden, both on the indiyidual homesteader and on 
tho community property arc being given further study. 

Mr~ Brown, who lives in the immediate vicinity of the 
site states that all local interests and agencies will 

Schedule IX. be favorable,. although he has refrained from making 
extensive local inquiry pending assembly of the land. 
Application states that there arc already 100 Jewish 
farmers in the vicinity of the project and that rela
tions with other racial and national groups of the area 
have always been yery friendly~ Applicant is c·orta.in 

Schedule X. 

Schedule XI. 

no complications on this question will ariso. 

Among the various Hebrew Wolfare organizations, trade 
unions, and fraternal associations, full approval is 
reported by applicant to have been given. Somo employ
ers, informally approached have promised their coopera
tion to help tho project succeed; steps are being taken 
to enlist the cooperation of others. 

The general principles governing tho labor policies 
in tho proposed factory havo been worked out in 
consultation with, and with the full approval of, tho 
Unitod States Department of Labor. 

Applicant states that the State 4gricultural Experiment 
Station has promised full cooperation in planning the 
project. 

Prospective homesteaders will be carefully selected, on 
bases, standards and methods approved by tho division, 
from unemployed or Jewish Noodlcworkor's of Now York 
City, New Jersey Cities, and Philadelphia. Selection 
will be mude by trained investigators through tho 
Provisional Commission for Establishment of Jewish 
Settlements. Applicants for homesteads will bo required 
to put $500.00 into the project for liv~stock, imple
ments, machinery and working capital. Where those funds 
are lacking, the Provisional Commission will make a 
loan of thnt amount. 

Tho only land improv3~3nt necessary for crops will be 



ScL odule AI . 
(Cont'd. ) 

Schodulo XII . 

Schodulo XIII . 

Schedule XIV . 

a moderate amount of fertilization . Houses will be 
4 room frame bune;alows ( 11 vi ng room, 2 bedrooms , 
kitchen - dining room and bath), with con re1o cellar . 
Design will var? sufficiently to avoic monotony , and 
will be subject to approval by the Division . Houses 
will be wired for electr city and have modr:rn plumb
ing and hot - air heat . The community will l)o planned 
and landscaped by competent architects and planners . 
As a rule there will be no other homestead buildings 
other than tho house community buildings to bo built 
as part of the project and will be planned in 
consultation wi:h qualified authorities and will 
include dairy farm , factory, general storo, contral 
water and sewerage systems and poultry house. 
Practically no new roads or streets will bo needed, 
since tho individual aero homesteads will front on 
existing roads . 

It is planned to use pro - f Qbricntcd hous ds oth to 
cut costs and avoid complications with the b~ildn · 
trades unions . Housos will be n.ssomblcd tl1ru con 
tra~ts with local builders using union lnbor , althourh 
as much use of tho homesteaders labor as prnct1cablc 
will be made . 

Each individual hom0stoad will provide some of tho 
vegetables needed for fmnily uso ; tho corimuni ty 
dairy, poultry plant and truck garden will provide 
the remainder of th o necoqsary supply needed . All 
agr-Lcultur[,;_l ~,roduction will be primarily for sub
sistence purposes; production 1.or sale is not planned . 
Distribution of t r c community roducod agrlcultural 
products vtill b-; by sale to the homosteadors through 
tho community storo . Community agricul tur'11 operation · 
are deemed moro practical and economical than individ
uo.l opcr a tion under tho conditions . Tho nro 11 is not 
a dairy sc;ction nnd is not known as a poultry districto 

The present local milk supply would bo totally 
inadoquato and of uncertain purity ancl quality. 

Co.sh income will bo socurocl through work in the 
factory for tho eastern clothing mnrkots . Expori-
oncod m~nngors will handle this activity . Applicant 
states that tho families , on a very consurvativc 
estimate , should enrn not less than an avurago of 
~15 . 00 cash wages por week (average for 52 wooks) . 
Applicant states that prolimtnary inq~iry indicates 
no difficulty in obtaining contracts for th J output 
of tho plant . Tho slack period in tho clothing 
trades ts in summer so that thoro would bo no serious 
conflict with farm and garden operations . 

Applicant statos that relief should not be required 
since (1) Tho homosteadors will not move out until 
tho factory is randy to operate and thus provide 
cash wnr,cs, (2) The g Jnorul store will advance 
credit for supplies . (3) lf those prove inadequate, 
louns or other assistance will bo obtained from 
the Provision:11 Commission and other Hebrew Welfare 
Aguncios . 

The local cooperate set - up ·-vill be whatever tt o 
Division suggests , with a board reprosonting tho 
various ebrow organization~ intorostod in tho project , 
selection to bo satisfactory to th0 Division . Tho 
Division will have rcprosonto.tion also : and npplicnnt 
suggests tho.. t a member of the Now Jersey Agricultural 
1•:xporimont tation should also bo on the Board . 
Applicant suggests that tho Board o in full control 
of all c'Ommun:1:ty enterprises, operating them through 
paid mana~ers nd personnel, most or all of whom 
will be members of tho corr . .munity . 11.pplicnnt 



Schedule XV . 

Schedule XVI . 

Schedule XVIl . 

• 

proposes thu t the homesteaders have a minority 
re resentation on the Board , their representation to 
be increased later as development of the community 
warrants . 

The members of the cooperate, · thru a committee of 
their own choosing , will sele c t a competent account 
ant to audit the books of tho enterprises and report 
to them . '11h0y will also obtain the serviC (; S of an 
agricultural advisor . Social and cducat~onal leader 
ship and guidance will be arranged for with various 
Jewish and other welfare and educational Ggencies . 
Homesteaders will make payments monthly , and will 
acquire their homesteads on a two year3 lease trial 
period with option to buy . An association of tho 
homesteaders is contemplated which will exorcise 
various community functions and servo in an advisory 
capacity to tho Board . 

The av~rage total cost per homestead including the 
pro - ra ta cost of all community s orvic o f-:> c ili t ios , 
including livestock , machj_nory and uquipmont , lands 
and on t urprises i s estimated to be ~3 , 000. Of thin 
amount 4P500 . 00 will bo contributed by tho home steader 
in cash or by way of a loan frorr the Provisional 
Comnission , mc..king tho Ji1edoral participution j2500 . 
The house will cost $1800 ; the aero of land ::~so . oo . 
Vh othc~ o uch home s t eader should b e cha god a full 
pro - rata share of tho cost of all community prop erties 
is boing given further study . 

The total cost 01 the project , including all 
community facilities and tho factory with its equip 
ment is 0 0timatcd at $600 , 000 . Of this $100 , 000 
will be f' 01rnishod c thc r by the homostoad Jrs ($500 • . 
each ) or by tho ProvisionRl Commission for Jewish 
Farm Settlements in America . This will ho used for 
livestock , machinery , and working capital . Federal 
30 year loan of $500 , 000 is roquost od for the pur 
chase of the land and buildings . 

Applicants reasoned judgment is tha t 200 families is 
tho minimum required to make a souncl economic unit . 

Tho project has already boon endorsed by the 
Provisional Commission and by its constituent agencies, 
1_! ho pr esent Provisional Commission is composod of 
liberal J ewish loaders of recognized national standing 
in a number of differont fields . Among tho Agencies 
represented aro Jewish welfare associations , such as 
the Jewish National Workers Alliance (20 , 000 members) 
tho Workman's Circle ( 8 8 , 000 members) nnd tho Unitod 
Hebrew Trades (150 , 000 members) . 

Tho project has also been endorsed by ,.)ocrotary 
Purkins and Dr . Isador Lubin of tho Uni tod States 
DepGrtment of Labor . Other ondorscmcnts will be 
secured if desired . 



• • I 

Que■tS.ona 

Anawera 

(To be passed upon at the Convention) 

QVBS1.'IOJl8 & AISWXRS 

Th• name ot the JD'Opoaed ool«m7 1a A-s-s-I-F-

bat do ■ tbl• name• and f'orT 

In Hebrew 1t meana a■• hl.J, th ring, and in Engli ■h it 1■ an 

bbrertation of A■ oc1at1on, alt- uata1n1ng indu■trial taJ'Jll. 

Questions Where 1■ th1a colon, to be located! 

Annert Hear H1ghtatown. •- J raetJ 52 miles fr0111 New YorkJ 42 mil • 

from Ph1lad lph1aJ about 20 mile■ trom U• Drunniok. 

"ilaeatlo I How man7 m era WS.11 tb1a oolODJ havet 

Annera oh one repr 1enting tamily, th ooapoa1te ot 

which will be about 1000 people. 

Qu ationa t will the mambera do fol' a 11V1ngY 

Anawera Som 111 work in th t1eld■ •• t er■ J other■ will work in the 

dairy, produo1n m1lkJ aome will orx in the hennePJJ other■ will 

be engaged•• clerk■ in the cooperat1v atoreJ ■cm• will work ln 

t h ooop rat1ve l&undl'JJ sou will be teaoh1n 1n the public aohoolJ 

other■ •111 do lau11ng and t:puoldngJ aome will work 1n th otr1oe 

a■ bookk pera, and quite mmber will be en ged in the cooper•• 
, 

tiTe clothing taotor7. 

ue•~1on\ bat kind ot a taotor7 will th1■ bet 
. 

Anaw,r1 A garment taotor7, but it 1a not deo1de4 •• Jet, the p rtioular 

kind ot rmenta whioh will be manutaotur d ,here. 

u••tton1 hen will it be deoldedT 

Annert After •• wi 11 be thx-oug)a w1 th 0UJ1 reglatra t1on. e will then 

4eolde, from th regl1tratlon blank■, the nUllbe and the kind ot 

ganaent worker■ •• will haye to auppl7 work tor, and we will organ-

1•• our :raotor7 prOduotlon aoo-0Pdlngl7. 



C 

Que1tlon1 

Annei-1 

Que1tlon1 

Annera 

Queationa 

Anners 

Que1tlon1 

Anner1 

\Vho will IUPP17 the ork tor the taotorJ'/ 

The Board ot Director■ or th coloJ\1 rill engage a bu■ine■• 

manager who will tr1 to obtain work tor the ember• or ·the 

0010111 trom d1tterent ma.nut oturer■, d1atribut1n houaee or 

department ator••• 

How will the member■ be paid tor their orkt 

Th aam they would be paid in anJ otb r tacto~y ~or s1milar 

work in the v1o1n1t, under union proviaiona. 

In what way will a member or such oolorq be bett r otr in working 

1n the colony faotor7 than it he pursued h1a ork in tl1 C1 tyt 

le ach member will occupy hi■ own house 1th a ard n plot on 

wh1ob he will b able tor iae 1a own egetabl e, produce, etc. 

2. He will der1Ye the benefit or being supplied with .,ork - in 

a cooperative work, in tead o tr71 g ·o find work 1ndt~!dual17. 

,. e will obtain h1 milk, egg•• tl'Uck produo • eto., rt-om the 

cooperat1va17 managed. farm at le10 coat than ha would pa7 for 

the ea.me produce in the C1tf• 

4. He w111 bUJ' hie oo r1 1 and other upp11ea in the cooperative 

0OJIIIIUD1t7 ■tore wh1oh will al o ooat him 1 ••• 

5• He will be able to av 11 himaelf ot cultural and r creatlonal 

tao111t1e1, •• • 11 as educ tional provision fc,l' 111a children, 

h1oh. under Ordinary cond1t1ona, are not obtain d bJ Cit7 

orker • 

How can one become a member of such a colonJT 

1. One mu1t f111 out an plioatlon :t'OMll. 

2. Be nmat be prepared to 1nveat 500.00, nd upon 1nve■t1gatlon 

bJ a Connitt•• ot th •pl1oant•• phJeioal and mental atatua 

and other r ... turea, 1uob •• hla ab111tJ to ooopeNLte with 

-a-



ueatlons 

Anner1 

Queation1 

Anner1 

ueat1on1 

otb r nd in eueral, b ad ail' ble neighbor, etc., he •7 

b admitted. 

t 11 the 500.00 f.orJ oea it pay for the house, or whatT 

It 1 eatlmated that th coat of the entire oolonJ, including the 

hou ea, the land, the taotor1, the senei:-al 1tore, the da117, tbe 

henne•J• the water auppl7 ·a71tem, machine 1, eto., will ooat 

bout 600,000.00, or, bout 3000.00 per member. The 00.00 

will be a down pa.ya nt on the amount ot ~000.00 wh1ch aob 

member will eventually pa7 into the oolonJ• In other worda, atter 

paying 1n 1 500.00., each member will ■till owe th 0010117 2500.00, 

Which he 111 pa o tin ~n•t llmenta at the rat ot about 100.00 

per 1-.r, beside• inter at am taxes h1oh in all 111 amount to 

abo t 20.00 per month. 

Where will tb4t amber et that on J o pa7? 

Fro th wagea that h ill reoe1v for wor in th coopaat1v 

t otor7, dairy, henner7, ta.rm work 1n th ti lda, a a olerk, 

a1 at oh i- or u a worker 1n \#be ooanun1t7 1 undrJ, eto. Ia 

plain word•• eaob on will receive wagea tor the work h will do 

and in turn, he will pa7 to the cooperative store tor 'the produoe 

he will buJJ 1111: .. 1ae h will pay his 1natallmenta for h1• ow• 

and garden plot t the r te of bout 20.00 p r nth. Aa aoon 

a he 111 have paid up th coat ot th house and arden plot, 

he wtll th•n rec ive a clear title to 1t a■ h1a own peraonal 

propertJ• 

Xf on ■hould want to 1 .. .,. the oolODJ, will h get bla 500.00 

baok and will h be able to ••11 bl■ tc1u1t7 int e hou e and 

garden plotT 
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Ann r, 

Queationa 

Annera 

For the t1rat twn year■, oh one will be considered • a 

candidate member onl.J nd th 500.00 paid b:, him will be 

con 14•r•d aa a deposit, to be held 1n truat bJ the oolODJ 

board, and th 20.00 per onth hich auoh candidate member 

will ~7 for the hou■• nd g&l'den plot, 111 b OOJ.t 1dved 

ae rent. The~efore, it, dur1n~ the first two year■, such a 

oandidate member will deo1de to leaYe the 0010121, h will b~ en

titled to receive h1a 500.00 back 1n tull, prov1d1n, l w111 

owe no rent or other bill to the aooperative, but ~tr two 

yoara, each candidate m ber will become a 1'111-tledged. mmnberf 

and thus become an equ 1 a.rtner in t 1 1 cooperat1ve terpr1ae. 

It he should then deoide to leave the cooperative colony, be will 

receive back r . m h oolou7 whatev I' his • re may b orth to 

aom ne a.ppl1oa11t t that tit e. Of oourae such a new applicant 

w111 have to be acceptable to th 

mamb r ~11 b able to sell bim his aha.re or equity. 

111 one b ble to do with his houae an his garden plot a1 he 

cbooaeaf 

1tb1n certain reason, yea, but ever7thing will be au Jeoted to 

the rollow1n reatriotiona. 

1. He will not b able to erect an, additional building• on hi■ 

lot 1tbout a written consent trom th C010J'l7 Board. 

2. e will not b ble to put up a road-stand or atore ror 

I 11 vegetabl • or &117 other m robandiae top de■tr1ana or 

neighbor■, or do an7th1ng el• 1n h1a house or on h1 plot 

whioh •1 b oonaidered bJ the colon, board a■ a publ1o nu1■ano•• 

... 
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Que1tlon1 

Anner, 

u 1tion1 

Annera 

Queation1 

Anner1 

o will eleot the 0010117 Bo rdT 

'?he tull•tledged mb ra or th coloni I but a, no-one will be 

oons1dered a tull-tledged member before will bavo lived in 

the oolon, two rear■, the management or the ~olony will there-

or b nt?'Usted to a oal'd ot ruste a du 1n th fir t two 

Jaara, h1ob will be oons1dered tho formative pe 1od. wuoh Board 

or T:ruateea will be • leoted from r- cognia d Jn1 h ne.t1onal 

organ11ationa and oiv1c bodiea of high atand1nge Int e f1rat 

at&gea of evelo1Dent, uch a Board or Truste s 111 be ppointed 

b;y a tri virate or repr sentat vo from th overnment t 

ube1atence IIom teada Division, the llat1onal C iaa1on ror 

J'ewi h Far n '" ettl menta in I erica, n <. from a Oomm1 ttee elected 

bJ th propo ed colony,- It cote plated 11JxD that auoh an 

arran· ent will laat only s l Q a. t e coloey 111 be sub• 

atant1all7 1nd bted to th gov rnmi nt or othe e, after which 

t1me the colony will carry on it own a.ttaira b7 a Board ent1re1J 

ot ite own. 

Wh n 111 th1 colon, be tullJ organised nd eatabl1 h dt 

'l'h la.nd 1• lie dy bought ( 1250 aorea) J om- ngine ra and arohl

teota are now p pa~ing pl a and apec1r1cat1on for th hou■ea 

and other building• e exp ct to give out oontraot tor th1• 

work 1n about 6o da71 and it 11 our b 11••• that everything will 

be ready to-r o oupanoJ within about 6 onthe atter that. 

twill the member, do in them antlmeT 

Thoe who ar capable ot doing oarpen~17 work, plumbing, maeoDl'J, 

eleotrioal work or painting, will b elven a chance to take 

oontraota tor ■uob work. Other• who oan do truok1ng or tleld 

work will be engaged acoordinglJ'• other• llbo •1 be willing, 



• 

Queat1on1 

Annei-1 

•1 do ordinar7 labor work. There will ala,, be work ~- a 

couple ot watohmen. 2 or, otf1ce worker•, eto •• and the re•t 

will, while the 0010117 is being built, atlll occup7 the1r old 

poa1tion■ it tbe7 have anJ, or a1t until the 0010117 factory 

and the hou1e1 will be completed. 

Who is promoting all th1a - is it a com;p&DJJ some realeetate 

tirm.J private builder o bua1neaa nan, doing 1 for a protitJ 

~ia enterpr1•• was ■Plbl•nhll spon■ored by a Provisional Cc,a. 

m1ae1on tor Jewish 1'1ar1n &ettleuonts in 1 e1,1oa, and thank■ to 

Director A. L. filaon and his J ss oe1e.tes or tho "luheistence 

omesteade 1>1 vision of the 1 ·eeove~y Adm.1t\istra tion under 

eaxaetary Iokea, it Wti& m e po 1bl for our Conaitt e to 

undeJttake the eatabl1abment of bat w plan to be a model 

cooperat1vo colonJ• wl ere 11 benefit are to be •qually and 

equitably enjoyed by vsry rrt~er ot th oolo ., 1n at11l.ot ao

oord.anoe with the wcrk m sex-vie•• to be perfom.ed b7 •ob. 

The~• are no outside enterpr11e1 or pram.otere ror private 
gain ot any kS.nd t4I¥1 there aluul be bone 1n the tutUJte. 

ChiiW of tbi Hovl■fl-.1 
O 1a■1on tor J..S.ah Pl.I'll 

ettlementa in .Amerioa. 



Association for Jewish Farm Settlements 
80 EAST 11th STREET 

Room 618 

NEW YORK CITY 

GRamercv 5-5063 

u ·1·ect at ... s 1 .o d 
hio 

.. 0 e -- u r:::.. 1_ 0.XCllGO the 1 l..,_; J.. "l ... .r.. C\!Cl'i:! • ·:·o 
Cur ff:.c ·.v s r cticall not m·_·Lniz~d tt..til a fc,: 
\'IL~n I to 1: over t.1e nos it :.01 O~ c:-:ecll ti vc. eve • t ·., 

• letter. 
,c.;:,·s e.,..;c , 
: the .. •:: 0 0-

c i_ tio.1 . Upon ·oir....; t.1ru tto :.los : .L'ow,. ~ ur 1 tt r o tl.e 
23r f obrL1ary. ~ur ch~i !.1'.ll , ·.r . ] ... n. ·nqi.. 1as be n • k ' 
to __;et ir ... touch ,dth y u , .. bout this . tte1 11 : ou uill o doubt 
hea· f_om hi m soon. 

.' en I Wt}..S cor..:r ecte 1 with the .... mcri c .. n Crt f ou1 j',.,;O.rs )co , I d 
t.10 l)leasure of .. eeti .. :·cu in ~l v 1 .rJ. , )r..d I m VEP'H hn· ... ),.,. to - - -e1 ~ ..... .,, ,. 41 

note th t .,-ou. re ao .:. .... t rooted i this J.tJIN r. ovemcnt a .1 •• _; the 
Jews c:f .. eric • IJ.11 c :11~01· ... at in Ol.ll' plu s to reL bi1·· te:' ... e the 
thous-1nds o ... Jew .:sh frunilios -who fL.d ther.:s lves t a lo~s fter t .. e 
crisis is cow1-tr,wide. .equest or i.r1ior. tic.: \. ou:cL , i.. ... 
from ever :i.·there . 

I shal be vc1~r ,_;l'd to subm·t to .. ~cu .11 the z. .... t ri 1 in 
co 1 cction ,.:.th llr pr ·ects , s soo. <,,o I shall ave orien-tat 
r .. ysclf in p oi tio4 a.. i.l \'1..:.11 hG.vc cathcred to..;othel. 5-l l 
the loose end.a . 

~r l' . 
't - .,, 

• 

l1ll,~N1t:)0, .:,,r.,iN 
y,o,cl'Sv 

l ',,v:i .n 
p~,:i .:i 

,,!$_,.,,., .!l 
1lf~:l, 7l,!.i .ll 
Cl int:iivn ., 

',31.i1t:i .T 

tttci,, .c 
1 j:1011$:lt:P ·K 

lKC1l)::ll? .'l7 

l ' n'l7? ::li'l7 1 

io',o .c 
.i"'ll)::lC?l)1Jl)O .t'J 

',iwc .', 

l:\1$i'l$?1$B .C 

}'t(t:lC)ll.l) .t'J 

11,l'(Jl\C,~~t.) 
vn,e:,ii,11ti,11 

f'!!Qttt1i:i .t:' 

l'-'t.npi,tt.i .n 
,;,., .~,, ,t'J 

11 voi.i ., 

l'-'~?.i .IC 
.iiv::,.-', ,_, en n 

;1$.,., ,, .c 
,v,.,~,ttn ., .o 

lttC!ll$li .::l .,, 

t n ::ll:'"\, i1 .B 

111e~,v""" .IC 
l1$C!l?l$ii ., 

,pciil$~ 1-='l .M ."'\i 

Cl i::l)l));7~ . ' ."'\1 

l 1 -'tt: ., 

llCOJI', .e' 

0l)ti'l$..'11ttC .l:' . 1 

"'\l7Jl) ,Ir 

',tcJl0 ,I) 

,vn,,c .o 
1)) 11 !lO .n 
l'"1V .n 

, , , ,.,v,n:, .n 
C)M1V .K .010 

'i'o,,a ., 
l1CC?'l7..l1$D ,', .,, 

"'\'l7t:'I£! ,0 

U1i'ltti' -~ 

ll7i11$i' .o .o,c 
lP l~i' -~ 
',,cilCj:I ,', 

1 p0iitti1C::l0 1i' ·' 
111ioi:,, , :i,, ., 

J1J1:ltl l$':it:' • 1 

,,~JJ'J .o 
pny5 JPll, 

,v.,,,, ,,,t:i, ,:ir 
?04f, "'ltf10V1i'V~ 



\ 

\ 
JERSEY HOMESTEADS, Inc. 

HIGHTSTOWN, NEW JERSEY 

Teleph o ne : HIGHTSTOWN 310 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street n.t Ansel fload 
Cleveland, Obio . 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

March 24, 1934. 

Your 1 etter of 'February 2and toe;et11er with reply 
of February 26th from the Associa ion for Jewish Far n 
ettlements, has been forwarded to this office. 

Mr. B~n.;amin Brovrn, President of our Corporatiotl , 
has been inter ested in cooperative agricultural movements 
for many years and is constdered an authority of note 
upon many aspects of tr.is work. 1vtr. Brown is author of 

th"' nationally kno\1ffi "Uta Plan" of cooper tive marketing 
and he was call~d in by \ he Soviet Govern~~nl as a con-
s 1] tant in the est blishing of the Jewish Colony in t:ie 

Bero.:.Bidja.n . 

In our pnrticul1r project he ha3 given most freely 
of nis time and experience and I might say in pa sing , 
that th decision of the Government l;o set up this 
experimental project at .ig; tstoi; was made larg~l y on 
Mr. B ov!n 1 s assurance to Dr. Wilson that he would main
tain his interest and activity in i t , at least lntil the 
Colony was set up and brought into s ccessful operation . 

I feel thll.t if there is anybody tho. t can be of 
assiste.nce and g;u • danl! e to the group of Jewish artisans 

an laborers on whose beh lf you write, 1r . Brovm can 

do it. 

It happens tha. t Jr. Brown will ha11A some business 
in the far rfest some ime between the 15th and 20th of 
April and he could so arrange his itinerarv as to sp nd 
one day in Cleveland on his way out . 



JERSEY HOMESTEADS, Inc . 

HIGHTSTOWN, NEW JERSEY 
Tele phone : HIGHTSTOWN 310 

- 2 -

Dr . Rabbi Abb i l lel Silver arch 22 , 1934 . 

I f t e group you ntion is interested in h ving 
Mr . Browr set nside a day for a confer ence with them, 
I am sure he would be gl~d t o do so and I shall t r y 
to arran~ it if you so request . 

Sincerely yours, 

ax 
Projec t anager 



d • r .r. .riakins 

• y mo 1 

S: 

r r einn 1 
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April 4, 1934. 

llr. Max Blit1er, Project ua,.~ er, 
J•r••1 llome1tead1. Inc., 
Bigb1town, llew Jereq. 

lq de r Mr. Blit1era 

Let me tbenk: 70U for 7aaz k1nd 1 \\er ot 
March 24. the group h r• lnl NIM4 la a lewieh 
~ S.tll at l• happJ lo know that Mr. Iron 
will t1ncl 1 t po11lble \o e\op o••r in OleYeland tor 
a 4q on hl1 w,q out •'• nea•• lei m• know Jul 
what dq Mr, Brown can be ln Cleftlaa4. fhe local 
group w uld like to meet wl\h him at no· n or 111 
the at\ernoon and then arr·~r..• l r meetlnc for 
hi■ ln the •••nlng a\ whioh time thq woa.14 like MIi 
\o , ll••r an add.res, on the eul>Ject of the Jffiah 
r na Setllement. 

!be oap would a leo like to know what 
exp••• would be lnwl ved in h11 comlnc. their 
financial re1ovce1 of cour" are extr .. ~ 11ml led.. 

ABSIB 

Wi\h all g od • iahe1, p nd.t me to rllll&l.a 

Y r7 1lnc• rel7 yaur, 





. r. Philip do•• 
4521 I \ 35th St. , 
Clevel;uid, Ohio . 

147 ce·r r . . dow1 

.April 10, 1934 • 

r .t m th ou. or your thour)i.tMneea 
in wr1t1n to me. I am very appreci tive. 

AHSIBI: 

, 1th bet 1ishe1. p rm1t m tor a1n 

V ry ainc rel aur, 



• Louis Bri in, 
37~4 E. l6.1rd st .. 
Cleveland, .10. 

Jpril l , 19~½ • 

nclos d herewith is letter received 
fro.. 1r. 11 zer of Jersey .i:loo st ds , nc. 

Affoa }J 
Enc. 

V·ry einc r ly c.ru.r, 



JE S-y HO: , ;S'I'~ADS, I lC . 

Hig} ,stow.1, ·;- 1 Jersey 

1 l p: one : Ji Ls to n :-'10 

ii llel Silver , 
l e .:emple , 
E, s t 105t· Stree t at 
Cl ola. d, . 

--~ dear Dr. Silv r: 

sel Road, 

pril 9, 19:~ . 

Ans 'I rini::.: y ur l~ tter of .tpril 4 t 11 1 : .• r. r ,1.. info r med 
me tr. t .t1 v;ill oe in Cle el·1d 01 Saturdi .. r , ~ ril :~1st 
c::..n 1.. , ... s.~ed m t o le ce r :.. • tir:ie at t .... disposal of o 
Co. mitt e fo r t· ... e c.ntire da • 

.. ~r. Brovn lill re i <> ter in a t t: P ··o ,el S t ler on the 
niornin o..'.' tio 21st, arni repr 0 ent, tiv your 
Co~'l!ni t tee can r • ch J i 1 t}: er • ny ti . 10 . . .. on 
th t date . '.l'ou t..r e [ ... t li 0 rty to arr· e r .. n pro ram 
cov rin_ t 11c time -rror:1 10 : . . .. Sa tur ,. y Ui1 ti l noon-time 
o i1e fo 1 wi g dc:i.y. 

1 1 
... - r will o n ch.ar e for t is, of cour$e, since 

.ff . ,.. 1 is l: d to "'" ~i t a ty ·.:, )OSS •• lie i..1 ~:1. 

promotion of Lilly u ro ject cl.:. .. iul ~c. t I,J 1 t, • 

r.1'- , .. ~1c.lizatio1 of Jewis1 uouulatio rom th large 
cen er to rural or semi-rural cormnunities. 

Sir c8rely ., u ·s , 

.,1 x Bli tzer 
roject . . ana i:ar 

P.S. Fu l · m , B~nJ il 13·own, r-.dl.e \:ill e so re o-istered 
at tn 1 otel . 





~ 'C. °' I '$ -ht: L -Lt 




