
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         41           15          1023 
 
 

Jewish National Fund, 1950-1951. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jewish I 

l'HJ•; 'IJ)J.: 'T 

IIR, JI HRI,. J, 1,t'\ !St 

110. 'OllAHY l'lll•:s1m: T 

It •HHl un t llf. BJ Uf, 

110 'OllAllY <'If \IHl\ll: 

1'-JIAl,L <1UI,U!-ll P.l"I; 

1'1 'KR0 f Ill JH,IS' 

R0..,1' I., JI Ll'Rl:s' 
U)ITJ s j, l,F.\'(,!l;THA I, 

J,f)fftS l.ll'~K l" 

fl\l Ut:I, Sl,trM \'.'I.".'\, 

OlB IIII.1,EL SII,\" .. R 

ll Rl CH Zll( Kt.ff l 

II( . OH HY \'I( 1: ('){ 11nrn • 

Ill", 'RY El,l,J,;, 'U(H,~•. 

Jl•Dl111 J- J•,-Tt'I.' 

UA •tEl, <HT.IAN 

Ol'STA\'t, KL Al"•• 't'H 
I, f. KO'\\ \I SK\' 

A, J, Kl<EMt!'.'l."K7.KY 

FRI'() JO. ·o ... -.n., 
Jf\RRY A, PI•, 

IUA II \•ERM • 

El,IHl' D, "iTON'J" 

THEOOURf. STRl'\11,JNf', 

HO.'OHAHY SI: HI:T\lff 

'l'HI-: S{'Rlm 

JAC()f\ SlSC:Ot't 

ASSOl IATI, 'fHIU 'Pm:ns 
Jt 1,r,t rs. Ht." ... J llN 

lA. l<lllfiillHI,t l 

E 'E('t TIV" I>IHF.CTOH 

Mt! 'URI, • t l lH,11 

AlHlJ. 'ISTH,\Tl\'J-: ('0.\fl\l IT'l'l:e 
\IOSHE II HZH,H 

~1111:1. uo.·cu K 

nt;!'o:J !IS' c,. JJROWtn 
MF. YRR 1,, BRO'\\ 

f; TUER IH'RAC'K 
'<trE <,LA -.HF.RU 

JI :-.·N I( (H>l,DllEl11, 

S \HAIi t.J IA. 

llER.\IAN Qt'ITT•I N 

l,EO '\'OL•' u 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

V Anderbilt 6-3780 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silve~ 
The Temple 
Ansel Rd. at E. 106th St. 
CleveJand, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

NEW YORK 17, N . Y. 

September 6, 1950 

You have received a letter from Mr. Theodore Strimling, the distin­
guished President of the J1TF Council of Los Aneeles, and who was for­
merly Chairman of the Zionist Emergency Council. Mr. Strimling has 
been eager over a period of years to have you visit the Coast and 
particularly his o~m city of Los Angeles. 

We are now moving forward with our Jubilee Year and in going over the 
history of the JNF, I recall, of course, the time when you served as 
on~ of the Governors of the Keren Y...ayemeth. You have a notable record 
of dedication to the JNF and in championing the integrity of this 
great institution. 

It would be a great source of strength not only to our friends in 
Los Angeles but to the entire movement if you would accept this 
invitation to be the guest speaker at the Chanukah Dinner to be 
held in Los Angeles on December 3rd. Our friends on the Coast 
urged me to ask you also to pa.rtici-c>e.te in the Cha.nukah Dinner to 
be held in San Francisco on December 10th. If you could apPear at 
both affairs, it would be a very great contribution to the JNF. 

In any event, I am most eager for you to come to Los Angeles and to 
take :part in the great Jubilee Celebration and Dinner to be held in 
that community. We expect a record attendance and your participation, 
of course, would give great stimulation to the Celebration not only in 
tha.t community but throughout the land. 

I know that you are hard pressed for time and that you have to devote 
much of your energy to the Congregation this year but I wouJd beg you 
to make an exception in this instance. It is not only a visit for the 
Jl)!F but, of course, it \·rould give us an op1)ortuni ty to mobilize all 
of the Zionist forces in the community anc1

. I hardly need to say that 
you will receive a royal reception at the hands of all the groups 
participating in the JNF. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - 9/6/50 

I would, dear Dr. Silver, ask you to give this reouest your 
most earnest, and I trust, most favorable consideration. 

With warmest and affectionate greetings and best wishes to 
you and Mrs. Silver and the children for a very H.a:ppy New 
Year, 

/ 

Your, aithfully, 

MNF:SS 
Executive Director 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET 

VAnderbilt 6-3780 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Rd. at E. 106th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

!,1y dea r Dr. Silver: 

NEW YORK 17 , N . Y. 

September 11, 1950 

It is with special pleasure and delight that I run sending ou 
an srog that ·-re bave just rec ived from Israel . .Both the 
Kern Kayemeth in Jerusalem, nnd the Jewish , tional Fund in 
America, think of you not only during the period of tie holidays 
but throughout the year and a preciate the magnificent servic s 
that you have rendered our move ent . 

I send to you and Mrs . Silver and the children our best ·shes 
for the Ne Year . 

~'li th warmeot and aff ectiona. 



Kr. ndal N. Fisher 
Jfti•h National Fund 
41 Bast 42nd Street 
Bew York 17, Bew York 

lb" dear lfendalt 

--

September l5, 1950 

I 1IIUlt to thank 70u tor your thoughttulneaa in •nd:1Jlg me 
the Earog ~ Iarael. It will add moh t.o the joy ot 'lllT 
Sucooth holiday. 

llra. Silver joina me in wiming you and your dear ones a 
moat Haw,- Itlllr tear. 

I wu unable to acoept the invitation ot to• Angel.ea to 
their J.n.,. Banquet OD Deoenber )1-d •• I - IIChaduled to 
be in New York on that dq to addreal the AmeriOIII Aesoo1-
ation tor Jewish Fducation. 

1ri th all good wiehea to )"OU, I nma, D 

Moat aordialll' yours, 

ABBA HILLEL stL VER 
AHSaer 
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Nov. 9 , 1950 

Rabb i Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cl eveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

1846 COVENTRY ROAD 

CLEVELAND 1 8, OHIO 

2-3030 
YEllowetone 

2-2983 

In connection with the 50th Anniversary of the Keren 
Kayemeth Le Israel, the Jewish National Fund Council 
would like to have the Rabbis in Cleveland proclaim 
November 17 to December 17 as Jewish Nationa l Fund 
Jubilee ;f nth. 

Every effort is being made in Cleveland to redeem an 
additi ona l 1 1 000 dunams of land as its 50th Anniversary 
gift to Jewish National Fund. 

/ 
Cleveland will hold the first Dinner, to signalize the 
Jubilee Year. The Cleveland Celebration is set for one 
week before the National Confe r ence of the Jewish National 
Fund in ·vra.shi ngton . ~e would l ike to have a good re port 
at that Confer ence. 

e feel certain that the cooperation of the Rabbis in 
Cleveland will aid materially i n reachi ng our ob jec ive - . 
the redemption of an additional 1,000 dunams of land. 

/ 

May we have your authorization to use your name in connection 
with this proclamation? We feel certain you will find the 
proper occasion to mention this Jewi sh Nat ional Fund Jub :5- lee 
from your pulpit and mention it in your Bulletin. 

The eff ort in conne ction wi t h the Jubilee Celebr tion 
will culminate in what we hope will be a Victory (Kosher) 
Dinner on Sunday evening , December l?, 6:30 o'clock , at 
the Hollenden Hotel. '-------

ay we hear from you at your earliest opportunity? 

Th ank you in advance. 

Saul s . Danaceau , Pres. 

a.: y::·dt 
Alexander Mint.z, Cnai n 
50th An¢versary Committee 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N . Y. 

VAnderbilt 6-3780 

November 15, 19.50 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Aneel Road and East 106th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My deRr Dr. Silver: 

I have accepted the invitati on of the Bnai Zion to be 
Cheirman of the Committee of the Jewieh National Fund 
Jubilee Dinner in honor of Dr. Harrie J. Levine, President 
of the Jewish National Fund. The Dinner will be held on 
Sunday, February 11th, 1951, at the Hotel Waldorf Astoria, 
New York. Hie Excellency, the Hon. Abba Eban, Israel 
Ambassador to the U.S.A., baa kindly consented to partici­
pate as a guest speaker. 

1t gives me much pleasure to invite you to act as an 
Honorary Chairman o~ the Committee. May I please hear from 
you by return mail. 

IG:EG 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDS'11EIB 
Chairman 



JEWISH NATIONAL FUND OF AMERICA 
41 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

DR. HARRIS J. LE\'INE 
J>1tlf JDl'!NT 

...,,o 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

November 16, 1950 

I am very pleased to have your letter of November 15th and 
I am delighted that you have accepted our invitation to 
participate in the Jubilee Conference. 

e expect to open the conference on Friday, December 22nd. 
The official opening will, of course, be on Saturday night, December 2Jrd. 

I should very much like you to close the conference but the 
committee has agreed that the conference should close late 
Sunday afternoon, December 2.4th. We have abandoned the idea 
of holding a Sunday night session. It is my hope that you 
can fly from Cleveland in time to deliver the princi~al 
address on Sunday afternoon. I am counting upon you to do this. 

Once more, I send you my greetings and my best wishes. 

~ 
• 

DR. SJ. LEVINE 
Presid t 

HJL:grc 



11:>,eaber 11- 19~ 

rr. Israel Goldstein 
Jewish Rational 1\m:l 
lil !rust land St: wet 
111w York 17 ~ Daw York 

'7 dear Dre Ooldst.eiD1 

I shall be pi.uad to eerw - an IlODbrv, Chairman ot the 
C<J wlttee ot the Jewish l'llt.ional Pam .wlae Dhmar 1n 
honor ~ Dr.~ ~ J. IAm.m, • r.n, derit or tl• Fmd. 

Sincareq yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVm 
AHSter 
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Dr . . H. Silver 
"The Temple" 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

Scanlan Building, Suite 712, Houston 2, Texas 

Fairfax 9'148 

Decer:1ber 2,,, 1950 

You vrill r ecall our la~t conversation in I:ev York, several dars before I 
began tis trek for J_ , whel'l you gav :r.ie a first mort~a~e on a date for 
this ~tf ~ion . I ·would like it to fall due som ti :i in February an<l re­
fer Shreveport, Lo isiana . 

I have picked Shreveport for a nun:ber of reasons . You know that :nost of 
the ·mrk I ar:1 doinb is tied up with the Kvar Truman . Shreveport has been 
'\"'orkinE on a Fachlah in honor of the late Sidne r L . i-1erold . I feel that 

HoNoRARY f: RETARY this woulJ be much more palata le. I know hovn- 11 yo t o eht of Judg9 
LOul A 

TREASURER 
JAC:0B II'< OFf 

ASSOC I AT TREAS FH RS 

'-!erold . f{is ad. ir::i.tion for you 1:ner no bounds . The tl!:ie has come to 
conclude the project in his honor, and I am convincerl that no one can do 
it ith nore grr-i.ce than "'Our good self. 

JUL L T I'< B ,,i A 1 N 
MAX K R >i l M 

fXfCUTIVE" D RE' iOR 
MfNDrL N F 1< 1-tE R 

There is another reason for asking you 
_ ·er old one, the movement t bere is in a 
For a number of years they zave the Jl 
JollQrs annually . I am convinced that 
th~t the continuity for J:1F 1· • 11 be ro 
On t.he ot er hand, if you come dmm for 
that we can surpass previous records . 

o cone to 'hreveport . fi th Ju \.)e 
mor~ or less precario po ition . 

between Ten and ifteen 1housand 
unless the abo e .tt .:.asures are tak n 

en . This -roul, be a serious loss . 
a dinner , I feel fairly certain 

There is also s0;1c thought of having a onference d ring the afternoon 
of the same d·y, to which the leadership of the entire Southwest Reeion 
will. be invited. If this plan is acceptable to y01.1 , the Region and 
.. ,;ational Headquarters of !, 1 , I think that the occasion can be used for 
stepping up t he colleci.1ions in the various co~unities so that the dele­
gates ·ho ome wil] be in a position to r.i.ake rui tful results . In id ntall , 
you have no idea ho· anxious nany of your old time leaders are to see and 
hear you a r:ain . It felt ...,ood to have t .. em ask about o with warmth and 
affection. 

I know that o go South every year. I hope that ou and _. r, • Silver can 
take a ay or t ·ro out of your Yacation to co!'Ile to Shreveport . I am uite 
sur t hat it will be tL11e ~:orth spent ; and the temperature is t least 
Forty De 0 rees higher t han in Cleveland. 

I an m king some pro~r ss in TTJY work, b t I am not too . appy about it . 'l1he 
JiJF is onP. of the first victiJ s of the II elfarites 11 and t nany of our 
mm people ho cater to them on the local level. 

(Please turn Pae) 



Dr . A. ~. Silver - Dece~ber 2~ , 1950 - Page 2. 

l.1il i tant Zionism has receded drastically from the high point we !mew several years 
ago and it is an import.ant part of the struggle to bring s0111e of the old-tiriers 
back into line . 

I 1 • 11 aw.it your reply eaGerly, and will appreciate a wire r; 712 Scanlan BJd g., 
Hot..ston , Texas . 

"ti t,h deep affection to you ano Virginia , I am 

Sincer.¢' yours , 

d{~ 
Are ~UVL'll 

AT : gk 
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( In Formation) 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, C>lio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

~of~ 
DR. HARRIS J. LEVINE 

President Jewish Notional Fund 

January 15, 
1 9 5 1 

The National Golden Jubilee Committee of the 
Jewish National Fund has chosen Dr. Harris J. Levine, 
President of the Jewish National Fund, as guest of honor 
for the Truman Village - Israel Order Day Dinner to be 
given by Bnai Zion, Zionist Fraternal Order, on February 
11th at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. ~<-----

\uaa "' 
Dr. Levine has been in the forefront of the 

work for the redemption of Israel for the past 30 years. 
As one of the leaders of the Zionist Organization of 
America and Bnai Zion, and as president of the Jewish 
National Fund, Dr. Levine has rendered signal service to 
Israel. 

We would greatly appreciate receiving a 
message of greeting from you, in tribute to our guest of 
honor, Dr. Harris J. Levine, as a token of friendship 
and of admiration for his outstanding service to the 
Jewish National Fund and the cause of Israel. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Natl. Chairman, 
far Truman Dinner Committee 

World 
Keren Kayemeth 

Jubilee Committee 

Honorary President 
DR. CHAIM WEIZMANN 

President 
DAVID BEN GURION 

National 
Kfar Truman 

Committee 

Honorary Chairman 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY 

National Chafrman 
FRED MONOSSON 

Secretary 
MENDEL . FISHER 
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HARRY SIGEL, CHAIRMAN 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND COUNCIL 
DALLAS , TEXAS 

M EMBER ORGA N IZAT I O N S 

HADASSAH 

H . P . TAUBMAN , VICE CHAIRMAN 
MRS. E . H . DAVIS , VICE CHAIRMAN 
MRS. DAVE RUBIN , VICE CHAIRMAN 
I . ZESMER , TREASUR l!:R 

712 Scanlan Buildi~ 
Houston Texas 

PION EER W O M EN 
POALE Z I O N 
MI Z RACHI 
Z . 0 . A . 

MRS. ERNEST SPIRITAS, SECRETARY 

HONORARY CHAIRMEN 
RABBI J . ABRAMOWITZ 
RABBI PIERCE ANNE& 
OR . I . H . WEISFELD 1-16-51 

Dear Dr. Silver:-

! am somewhat disturbe d about not havin he&rd 
from you in reply to my letter of Dec. 29. I know 
how absorbed you are in affairs that are of much 
greater importance, but I had reat hopes never­
the-less. 

The ~eople who know I've written to you, and who are 
waiting upon your reply to get started, seem to think 
that "one or Silver's boys" o~ht to be able to put 
the project over. It is somewhat embarassing to hdmit 
that I've had no word. 

I am in constant touch with 712 Scanlan Bldg., Houston, 
and I hope that you can soon address a wire or letter 
to me there. I'll still hope !or a "yes". Any date 
between the middle of February and the middle or March 
will fill the bill. 

~s to myself--I'm doing a good job, of sorts, but it is 
at best a fill-in. I won't be able to take it for much 
longer. I am away from home to too lon a stretch, and 
am not ready to retire from life as yet. But that is 
about what this job amounts to. 

If you hear of anything to which I can apply my few 
talents I hope you will think of me. 

I hope, too, that you will let me helir from you. 11th 
a 11 good w i shes , 

Cordially 



• Jbe TUv:lll 
712 saanlAn Bu1ldi 
Howrton• TexU 

ltV' dear bes 

Ja.nuaey 29. 1951 

Let• acknowledge both ot your letters and explain to you 
wb;r I have delayed &n8119rlng them. Considerable preasura 1a being brought to bear on me to viait, Israel in March er 
April. Thia ia in connection with tho torthcomlng electiol'l8 
for the \Torld Zionist Congren arxi the earnaat sollcitati 
of the Oenaral Zioniata ot Israel to ha111t me cane ovur. I 
have not ma up nv llind what to do. ual Nemmn 18 
leaving in a day or tllO tor r .. 1. Ha 11111 td.N up the 
s1 tuation thPre and will let me ll"1"VI- • 

tt I go to Israel, I will not on~ be 111111ble to accept addi­
tional engalJlll9nt for the sprinc• but I shall have tio can­
cel MJV' or t • It I do not go, I shall make ewr, ettort to t. w1 t,h you, but you will ha¥ to 1- patient a 11 ttle 

I attended the J • . 'F. Jubilee Contenmoa in h:1qrton am 
frail all irxlioation• it was a ftJ"3 sucoeeatul conterenoa. 
' th all good wishes, l r1n21n 

ost cordia~ your•• 

ABBA HIILEL s1 ·;vm 
.. Alffi ter 
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Dr. i.rr,• J • Levim 
Jari tioml 
L1 Sat Jam Street 

York 17 • tt bric 

bruar.Y 16 1951 

on.q 1ll.neas p,,....~nted traa •ncll.llg L.G~~ tba teati-
won1 al d1nD.- in .r:,ur honor giwn by t Uonal PIUd 
lut Sunda.y • I ha imcx:md to do so Deell&\U• to be 
nprws1nted on the occutm• tor I .. .,.,... lxar wb1nb 
WIU ~ upon you baa been so r.tchly t.d. I 111ft 
that JV i-elicitatlo • ... m tboup unt'ortunate~ belated• will 
be nomtbelue 1118lcome becau the7 are .ncair. and ti,a 1ila 
heart. 

t oord!al.11' 

ABBA LI.EL 
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P: •• }, 
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bruaey 21• ~ 

nr. s. wu:,zo: .... 
Jowish tional Fund 
41 t la2txi street 

Tork 17• Yark 

dear 

Thank you o much tor your letter or Fe't:ru.ary 19th and 
tor the enclosure• which I d th ch • nternt and 
pl.easun. I ha alao eaen your ~1ah colmn ot yee-
terday ch I enjoyed reading rr JllUOlti. 

I und retand t t Dr. llll&nD 1• returning taaorrow, 
and I vaJ;~r to g.,t a re rt frail tma, I sure 
you are. 

th all good 

oat~ 

1 
l : r 



Ir• S. Yargoehee 
Jewish National FUni 
41 F.aai; Jam street 
Nell' York 17• New York 

dear nr. 11argoshta1 

February 27, 1951 

I was interested to receiw your letter i nforminc me or the reorganization of the Y1d­
diall9 Folk an:l that you will now bead ott an editorial camm.ttee to run that magazira. 
It is~ desirable that the Yiddisbe Folk hould be re vitalized and beCt'D8 llk>l'9 
effect.1-. 

As tar as the Qmposium is concerned~ it, in, or course~ a (J>od idea anl I read tbB par­
~ you mde ot the address which I delivered at the 2DA eo111ent.ion in ChiDago. I 
woul d make the .tol.low.ing observa'ldona. 

1. In the t1rst paragr-aph it should be stated that I am r.-etating the basic ideae 
which I delivered at the ZOl Col'ffltm.ion in ~o am indicats that theee are not 
ideu which I recent'.q ~ Those who o,ppoaed me at the Cbltago Col1Y8ntion 
ba"V& adopt.ad IQ" ideas and are now ~••mng thaneel'V8S with them ~or which, of 
couraa, I am ~tef'11,. UDllea this ia made voey clear in the n.rst paragraph~ 
the art1cla• what tollawa 111V' soum like the echo or speechae recentl7 made ht 
Qolmarm and othera who have helped tlwnae1.ft8 to BG" ideas and are row pl.airing 
lli th IJG" beiter. 

,. i 

2. There is no reference int abet.ract which you de to the activities of the 
t,ure 10rld l.ionist organization in the field ot ecwcation• )'Otlth work~ -nrious 
forms or Chalusiut, and the establisnment ot t aJllllllldl ot aul taral cnn1nunica­
tion between the Diaspora and Israel. The anisfdon of these trre the ari.i~loa 
nd.ght su.gaast that I am ummare or the mportance or th1a Tital area otwork tor 
the orld Zionist organization. You may recall that in IV' address ut the conven­
tion, I poi nted out that these task• C'9 tzemendwaq imporlant,. 'but that the lll'­
gent'.cy- preasing econanic and political problema daDatxl that pr:loritq be cf.wn to 
tba and that other organiations which are :In the field should be stiaulated arxl 
SUllDOned to carr,- on this work ot education, etc. 

J. I note, too, that you refer to the tact that tho .t\Jilerican seoti°'-"'l or tlD Jeaioh 
AIJl)D:17 bad worlaad out a project tor such a charter. You should alao r-.ter to the 
Ri1'k1nd report, where maJV of the basic ideas for the ruture or the orld Zian1 st 
UoWoent are 'ftt17 etteotively emnc1ated. The Rifldnd n,pon• as 10u will recaJl• 
no the result ot the caatsa1cm appointed b.Y the ZO.A.. 

Wit.b tt.ae inclu.ttions, I think that the article n1ll serwt its purpose. 

With all aood ·shes, I remain 
st cordia~ youre• 

AHSaer ABBA filIJEL SILV'm 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th Street & Ansel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

41 Ea t 42nd Street • New York 17, N. Y. 

VAn<lerbilt 6-3780 

March 7.1951 

The enclosed editorial will, I hope, interest 

you. 

SM.b. 
Encl. 

Cordially yo\'l,re, 

{ 
s. Margosh~s 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temnle 
Ansel Rd. & E. 106 St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

41 East 42nd Street • New York 17, N. Y. 

VAnderbilt 6-3780 

March 15, 1951 

It is with pleasure that I am happy to advise you that you 
were unanimously re-elected as Honorary Chairman of the 
Jewish .rational Fund at the Annual Meeting held a few days 
ago. We will need your help and guidance in strengthening 
the work of the Jewish National Fund in this country . 

The enclosed renort of the extraordinary ceremony that took 
place in Jerusalem was read. Every member of the Board was 
deeply touched and planted trees to begin a nation-nde 
effort, without conducting any cam~aigns , so that every 
American Jew may have a share in the planting of this 
forest of six million trees. 

I should very much like to hear from you regarding this 
matter. 

~ith all good wishes, 

HJL:SS 

:;;;._rely your sJ,., -_ or:::---."""'_......._.JL 

DR. BARRIS J. LEVINE 
Presidellt 



11r. s. Uargoabae 
Jewish Rational Nnd 
41 Bast 42nd. street 

York 17• raw York 

dear~- l!argoaaa 

I am •ncling you bernith a tew copjes or the address wtdch I delivered 
on •shall Re-Am GP~• as well as some additional oop1es or the 
earliar addNas on •A Istter to • Tr'lllan1' which waa reprinted 1n t.be 
CongNssioral Pi.eeard as wll a s 1n the ?Jew York ca,q.as. Aa you w:111 
eee, neither 0£ b• addrwa_. ~the vile arn 111ng interpNta­
t jone placed upon them by the acribblers of the Jolrish D&i~ F(rWard. 

The c,apaign of the Fonra.-da A{)linst began aoo years ago with a 
rie8 ot articles by E111•eu11,1cb. It tol.l.olllt<l by two or t.btwa 111'-­

ti.cle• clear~ inspintd• a.U or an elac:Uora111•u cbaracter• tsa maJa aura 
that Dt-. Silwr will not bB President ot t rld 1.ionist orptdution, 
an office• b:, tha 'WfV'• ror wb1ch I haw not announoed svaeir. 

The articles which appe ! n the Forward in thB last tac,..,t_hree wekll a. clearly 110tinted by the aam thing am are also 1n8p1red by the 
journaliart,:J,c war b.,tween the FoNard; and the Ffttiheit. I have not can-
11ent.d on the )\1m•d nporting or IQ' 1aatunt9 in the Fl"eiblit whS.oh• in 
the put• you will reoall, Yiole~ attaolcad me time and agld. n. I tind 
it ditticult to kNp up witJi the d111t.attiona and lliSNprMem&tiorw or aome or thl Yiddish mwapapera. 

I llight aay that the poeiUon llhich I elqr9aeed on Pruident. TrUlla'• 
bancD.:!ng of the lonan situation ia owrwhelming~ the •nt1ment or t 
Anaerican ople, aa "817 well~omed man 1n hin~n gowmnental 
circles lmolis. lett.era which I haV9 JV88lt received .tran peopla 
all over the oount.r., - DaaoaratAI and Republ!aane alike• coneen&t.i'VN 
and liberala - ha contirmed • in 1117 position. 

W1 th Wlll'mlat regarda, I Nlll1 n 

l S1 r 
J;ncs. 

Via Air Mail 

s1; oc.-d1a~ yours• 

ltml HILIEL SI VER 
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IOR LAND RfDfMPrlON AND RECLAMATION IN ISRAll 

41 East 42nd Street • 
VAnderbilt 6-3780 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
T½e Temole 

J 

Ansel Rd. & E. 106th st. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

New York 17, N. Y . 

March 21, 1951 

I am rtriting to you in regard to a matter which I am convinced is 
of most vi ta'.1, importance to t he Jewish National .li'und and its future 
program in Israel. 

I kno· ~ou to be a realist in Zionist affairs. Every ackno•ledged 
Zionist leader must be to continue to give outstanding service to 
Israel. As such you have no doubt given some thou~ t to the present 
and foreseeable trends in fund-raising in America. To my mind even 
the most sanguine outlook should give us pause to examine the future 
of established Zionist institutions. 

While Dr. Abraham Granott was here recently, we gave much t l-tou ht to 
the problem, especially in view of the almost overwhelming task ahead 
for t ~1e JNF in Israel. You are acouainted with the program, and the 
virtual super-human effort rhioh 1 t demands. Ho,, are e to meet the 
reouirements of the future? 

One sure way is to provide now for the steady flow of income rhich the 
coming years ,ill demand if e are to meet our time-honored obli tion. 
To accomulish this aim, Dr. Granott directed the establishment of a 
permanent department to deal with insurance, (with the JNF as irrevocable 
beneficiary) living legacies and beouests. 

Such a department has been set up under the direction of Abe Tuvim, who 
is knm•m to you as an executive with ima o-ination and drive. fe have 
great hope for this project, but its ultimate success •rill depend in a 
great measure on the cooperation and support of Zionist leaders such 
as yourself. 

---10 

"~f ;JJarae! will rebmn tlte ~mtb of ~•rae!, tqen tlte ~ of ~arae! &rill rebeem tqe Jeop!e of ~arae!' 

Menahem Usslshkin 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - 3/21/51 

It is at best a difficult task to invest the subject of insurance 
with the high ideals which are embodied in this effort, but this 
task would be made less arduous if you were to inspire our Zionist 
following by becoming one of the honorable society enrolled in the 
National Ussishkin League, devoted solely to the high ideals 
enumerated above. 

I am enclosing a membership application. You will note that it 
provides not only for new insurance making the Jewish National Fund 
the irrevocable beneficiary, but also for the assignment of all or 
part of present policies you may hold. 

Thus do we hope to insure the carrying out of the great obli~ations 
which lie ahead. I am sincerely hopeful that we can count on you 
to 1.elp inspire the great Zionist masses to follow in your footsteps. 

Sincerely you.rs, 

I 
DR. HARRIS J. LEVINE 
President 

HJL:ss 



Menahem Ussishkin 



EMBERSHIP APPLICATION - NATIONAL USSISHKI LEAGUE 

l }{. l L\RlU J. LE\ L · i:: 

atioual i hkin L<.:ague 
11 Ea t ·12nd ' t., r c, '\'. ork. 17 

1 Iy dear Dr. Levine: 

1) ' iring t h Ip a smc th futu1 f national land 1 ·d ·mption and 1 ·( l:11nati n in 
1 1 acl, 1 hc1 eby apply f r m mucuship in th ' ational i hki n L ··1gu , and 
1m,.k1tak the pur ha 01 as ·ignm nt o( life in u1 an c of a minimum oi l O 0.00 
rn whi ·h I will name th J wi h c tional Fund a · ii r ·vo ·abk LeHdi 1a1). 

an1c ...................................... . 

Atldrc 

it 

Ph nc ·umuct 

l>atc .. ................ . . . .... _ 

I hav h eked b low the p10 <lure I wi h t £ 11 , m arrying out my obliga-
ti n a a member of the ational s i hkin League. 

I 

<) ... 

□ I vill tak out a poli y in the amount of 

A □ I ill hoo c my own agency. 

n □ You ma hoo an in uran c ag n y wtih Zioni t aililiation • . 

□ l will a ign the amount of .. ....................................... i11 . i ting p li 1 • . 

alllC ......... . .. . .. 

·1 h • Jc, i ·h Tational Fund doc not 11 in urancc; }"OU may hoo c ·our own b10kcr. 



ol it 011··, dc\'ot<:c.l hi lilc to the '>i11°Je 
~ 

p111 pmc oi aup11rrng the land of hi acl. 

I 1(- did uot wen c from tit,., \ ital obj(.'( tiH· 

To lii oi>'>linatc. J><.'I ,i,tant courag • and 

dn ot ion " 'C owe the redC'mption oi the 

lan<l. Through the Jc\,i-.11 :\'.1tio11,d Fund, 

vhi Ii u., i ·hlin headed fot twcnt,-foc , 

) em\, near! • three mil lion dunam~ o( land 

h,I\ t· been aup1ir d in thl' p ·opk's O\\ ner• 

:-.hip. 

l' si hkin aid. "If th· p ·oplc redeem 

tlic land, the 1.uH.l "·itt 1<.'<le ·111 th p opk". 

Ir • had one thought - to acqui1 c and 

pi eparc the land for t lw p ·opk rctu111i11g 

to brael. 

"])1•1•d and 11•i I, JJ111.\l go /,(Ind in 1/(/nr/", 

\1 :t his ,r:1 tclnvord. 

.. 
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ALL INFORMATION C.IVEN IN ·TNIS BULLETIN MAY BE REPRODUCED 

~-

3rd Apr l; 1951 

HULEH DRAl"J1 Gt co··nir:UING !)E.SPITE SYRIAN IiffERFERENCE 
_......,._,._~ , _.,._..,. .. 4_....,.,................... • _.._,....,, .,.....__,,..___,.. ____ -----

Notable progr·--.. h& been mad in the preliminary ph.t1se of the Huleh 
Ret!lamation Project~ desp:!.t,c provocation and acts of violence by the nearby 
Syrians. 

The work of straightenin~ the banks nf the Jordan south of Llke 
H-uleh prio to dr~d$!ing ho rive:rb d has · bean sporadically interrupted by 
shooting from ac oe,-.1 th ~ y:rian fror1tier, for the past several weeks. This 
provocation b gan tn the second week of March~ when the ~ork of straightening 
tha western bank ,f' the river had been completed and the workers attempted to 
br·inp.: tho t acto s 0vor to tha astern sid to work on that bank <ls well~ When 
the first tr~ctor crr,ssed, it procaoded directly to the r:lverbank to begin 
work$ and al roost irm1ediately ~ Syrians appeared on a nearby height and began to 
fire on the driver. Similar in ,idents have since oc-curred with increasing 
frequency and one of tho Jewi.sh casualties was fatal. 

The sot~ ~a or the entire controversy lies in Syria•s erroneous inter­
pretation or t e tr co a~r-oement concluded between Syria and Israel at the 
end of the 'Na c,.f Liber"tion. The area in question is at prese·nt inhabited 
by '!rabs ho returned aftaT the signinp of the . tru~e, and wh~ work the land. 
The work pr liminary to th0 actwil d.raina~e of the Huleh swamps, · '\'Yhich is 
being carried o~ here ~ ne -~assitates the aporopriation of a nu:nber of dunams 
of landj or the laasin~ ~f them fr~ an ~ber of yenrs. (According to the 
Reclamatio Plan, the 1 erbed "hiC'h is 8 metres wide in this partieular ·place, 

s to be widen d to 1~ matres; an tc that end both banks are being straightened 
to prepart1 them fo h,. giant dr linR rna,..hines ,rhich . will do t1ie work of. alter­
lng the riverbed)~ h~ JNF 'is r~ady to buy th Ara lands in the vicinity, to 
le se them, or to PlY compsn, ation .for wh· tever harvests may be lost whilP- the 
mgchin s w rk there~ ~nd he ·cwners rf the land are r ady to sell or rent their 
lands. ut he Syr:i • n au ,hori ,ies have C' .rdcred the landowners to refrain f'rom 
such ac'tlon~ • 

Tne "'ork i~ be np: done ntir~ly i'lithin the fomer intern'.3.tional bound-
• I 

ar·iea of I rael. But the syrian!3, who had invade1 this aroa durinp the War of 
.-beration an had late been ·r~p~lsed 1 still rogar0·themselves as half-own~rs 
of .the ter.ri or O • , • 

The yrian3 'contend· t~at .th~ truce agreement forbid s any arid all 
changes in the a1•ea. Is ael spokesmen point out that the a~rea~ant places no 
ban on dev lopmant in the ~qne, · and triflt w a'r~ iifithin our 1·1~hts to proceed 
with the wok. 

• C 
• I 

AMERICAN JEW3 ADDING '10 1
• rLRT'iRS ' FOREST 

"" •· ~~ -----~~~ - ---.. ----
. ' 

T JNF OF AMBRIC~ '3 INITIATI G AN EXTENSIVE CA,MPAIGH L CONNECTION 
~'ilTH THE REC,1,J L{ P A. TED I-~ARTYRS FOREST, ACCORDING TO WO, D JUST RECEJVED AT 
HEAD Or1i'ICJ.;lo 1'HIS ii Riv~ C LLS 1'0R 'I'r~, nr.,A,!TI .JG OF MIT.,LI01is OF TREES IN 
Tfl\ MAr',. '{R..S 1 FORE.ST, ON~ THt~E FOR E~C .. ,Tl7' IN iMEI !CA TO HONOU... H.f~ HALL0:7EO DEAD. 

{ 
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FOR.~IGN CREDITS FOR JNF .3PEFJ1 ISRAEL DkvELOH!.ENT --------... --· ~-.-....... ........ 
Equipment to dC'uble ! sr~e1 ' s t:etfl r1t pr0<1 ur t t, n "'ill !~r,on )3 c h t hi .:J 

country following recent ne~otiations by Dr. Josef Waiss, Direetor nr th 
Financial OeJ)!lrtmont cf the JNF, with three leadin, Swisa Industriali ~t , Th 
equipment will be delivered on a four and a half. year eredit basis. 

With the credit a~surad, Dr. Weiss si~ned contracts amounting to 
3,100,000 Swiss rroms, with two large industrial firms in Switzer~and, to 
supply the mechanical equipment needed to expand the Nesher works near Haifa 
and to equip a new cement plant which will be erected near Ramle. 

Favourable prospects exist for ~aking similar agreements with other 
big Swiss firms which will supply equipment to enlarge and improve Israel's 
flour industry, to establish ?0-90 re~ional refrigeratin~ stations for stor1n~ 
agricultural produce and for electrical and mechanical oquipment on a large scale. 

Food and Frame Houses from Sw13d n. _____ ,___..._ .._......,_.~-.i-.-....----..-.a-

In Sweden the JWF has concluded an agreement for the purchase,ort a credit 
basis,or gcods amo~nting to 30,000,000 r.rowns (about¢ 6,000,000) from the large 
export firm, G.L. Bei,1er in Stockh~lm, on terms of 3-~ interest, rapayable within 
five years. This grantor of the · loan has already received bids from various 
suppliers totalli~ over$ 3,000,000, and a Beijer representative will shortly 
come to Israel to mske final arrangements for the deliver y of the ~oods$ whi~h 
include fcod (fish an.d dairy products} and about 6.;000 prefabr i cated wooden 
houses for new imtniR?"ants. 

Dro Weiss also succeeded in overcoming delay~ in the implementation of 
the 300,000,000 Belgian franc (sbout, 6,000,000) c edit granted in November 
1950 by thr~G Belgian banks. The difficulties arose f rom the greatly increas d 
general demand for goods and t.e panic beyin~ by lm r ican importers. 

To date, a special I !,~ n.,11 trade dele~tion has purchased goods tot allinP, 
more than two-thirds of the amount of the loan, includin~ various types or 
machinery, rubber, tires, iron and other ferrous an~ nonferrous metals j leather 
sacks and pipe fittinP,s. 

Thus the JNF is cont~ibutin~ substantially to Israel 9s overall evonomic 
development while~ at the same time, ensuring the successful imolem ntation of 
its enhanced land improv~ment programme . 

0 
Q • • 

SOUTH AFRICl PREPARATIONS FOR JUSILEE CELEBRATIONS -----------------------------
Featurin~ the JNF Jubilee Year celebrations to be h lri by South Af'r ies r. 

J'r ~ry throuP,hout the spring and SUT';mer month "ill be the appearance of' Dr . !'bbfl 
Hill ✓l 5ilverj who has accept'!(} tho invitation to be ~est speaker. Dr ~ S1) v0~ 
•,rill lea c: the United States in the latter pert of Juno, and will spend thre,1 
wa~ks visiting var:1. ous Jewish centres a • 

South Africa bas spared no effort to make the festivities the most impres­
sive ever held. A pageant has been written by Mr. Yaaeov Orlaud, in which hundreds 
or members or the Youth Movement will participate. One of South lfriea 9s most pro­
minent stage producers, Mrs. Taubie Kushliek, will be in charge of its production. 

l JNF 'Cavalcade', in the form ~fa sixteen panel exhibition depleting the 
50-year history of the Fund is being prepared by Mr. s. V&rdimon or Tel Aviv for 
shipment to South lfrica by Head Office. 

Meanwhile, Dr. s. Lowy, special emissary of Head Office in South Africa, 
is continuin~ his co-operation with the JNF Commiseion in Johannesb'.lr~ in the 
preparation tor Jubilee celebrations. And Mro Lewis Harris, newly appointed 
Director or the South ltrioan orr1~e, w:l.11 shortly be arriving to take up his 

w duties. 
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FOR LAND REDEMPTION AND RfC1AMA11ON IN ISRAl1 
41 East 42nd Street • New York 17, N. Y . 

V Anderbilt 6-3780 

April 17, 19.51 

Dr. A. H. Silver 
The Temple 
East 106th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Last week Har ris LevinP- sent you an invitation t o become 
a member of the Board of Directors of the National Ussi hkin 
League, and I am taking this o~portunity to add my hope that 
you will acce~t the invitation. 

An effort is being made to reconstitut e the Board of the 
National Ussishkin League so that it rray reflect Zionist 
leadershi and interest. Thi ~ is t he sort of company in 
which you belong. Among those who have already accept ed and 
who have offered close cooperation a r e Emanuel Neumann , 
Abraham Goodman, Rabbi J oseph H. Lookstein, Her1re.n Weisman 
and J oseph Greenleaf . 

If we do not hear from you by next Monday , I will ask you in 
per son at your 11 goi ng away 11 luncheon. I have been inv i ted. 

With kindest regards to Virginia a nd yourself , 

S;ii;:urs, 

AT:jf ABE TUVIM 

"~f ~natl fuill rebffll1 tJte ~anb of ~•rnel, tqm tqe ~ of ~•rat! &rill rebeem tqe Jeople of ~!Rael' 

Menahem Usslshkin 
~•o 
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Rabbi Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Hotel Eden 
JerusalEID.. 

My dear Rabbi Silver, 

2nd August 1951 

Official duties require my presence in Tel-Aviv. Before 

leaving town., I hasten to send you rq cordial greetings on your 

arrival in Israel. 

I wish to take this first opportunity of thanking you most 

heartily on behalf' or the Keren Kayemeth Leisrael for your extremely 

successful mission to South Africa. I am looking :forward to wel-

coming you personally and officially at the reception in your honour 

coming Saturday evening. 

With kindest personal regards to Mrs. Silver and yourself, 

Very sincereff yours, 
ca • r ~ a-

A. Granott 
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Dr. A.H. Silver 
The Temple 
105th Street & .Ansel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

41 Ea t 42nd Street • New York 17, N. Y. 

V Anderbilt 6-3 780 

October 26,1951 

It m~ have come to your knowled&e that the Yiddishe Folk, the 
Yiddish organ of the ZOA, has undergone a reorganization. Dr. 
13erns tein has withdrawn from the editorship and asked to be put on 
a pension. The paper was then put by Mr. :Brow~ under an editorial 
committee of which I am the chairman and Messrs Louis Falk, Abe 
Redelheim and Elihu D. Stone are members . The p~er is to appear 
in a new format with an editorial statement that henceforth it will 
be conducted along the lines mapped out in the Declaration of Policy 
submitted by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, as chairman of the ZOA World 
Zionist .Affairs and adopted by the ZOA Executive Committee. It 11 

intended that the pSl)er, in the new form, should find readers not 
only in the United States, but other countries where Yidd.ish readers 
abound, such as Latin .America, Europe and Israel. The p~er will 
keep in closest touch with ZINS. 

In the first issue of the new Yiddishe Folk we are beginning a 
symposium on the issues pending before the World Zionist Congress. 
I should want very much to have you lead this symposium, and so I 
took the liberty of succinctly pare_phraaing an ~ortant passage from 
your address which you delivered at the ZOA Convention in Chicago and 
which dealt with the Congress issu.&4; the enclosed article bearing your 
name is the result. 1111 ask you to be good enough and read the article 
and after having made all the change& you find necessary, to return._ 
me for publication. I trust you will give your approval to this article. 

With best wishes, I am 

SM.h 
Encl. 

Cordiail.y yours, 

s. Xargosbee 1 




