
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         41           15          1027 
 
 

Jewish National Fund, 1963. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



,., 

" .r-. 
,:;i ,, ,.. 
s:; 

f1 
IJ 
11 
t:. 
Tl .. .. , 
.0 

ll r:. ,r 
n 
i:; ... ,.. 
n r 
t: 

• , ',N-,~.,', r,~"!i' i-,i' 
KE.REN KAYEMETH LEiS.RAEL 

(JEWISH NATIONAL FUND} 

TELEGRAMS : KEREN. JERUSALEM : n,~il,t, . 283 ., .n . 24663 11£l?t, • c,,tu,,, • li'!UKi:i :i,tu,:i 

HEAD OFFICE. JERUSALEM - TEL. 24663 - P. O. Box 283 - CODES : BENTLEY & R. MOSSE 

Jenaal-. September 8•1963 

Dear ttiend, 

For quite a number of years I have not bad such .._laively illport•nt u­
to give you as those about which l vrlt• toda11 aa4 it t• alao a loaa 
time since the Jewish National FUDCl baa aclenaua ellCla a areac a1ICI vital · 
task as the one to which thia letter ta devotect. 

At the meeting of the Israel Govermeut in Septeaber 1• 1963 1 it waa de­
cided to carry out a Galilee Developme11t Plaa which iaclucled a aettleaumt 
project of unprecedented scope • 

To carry out this plan• the Jewish Rational ruact •• •••1pd a p~ 
role. This may be gathered frc,m the fact tu&•~ boura before official 
publication of the decision, information abolal iC waa telepboned to the 
Board of Directors of the Jewiah Rational run• which va1 juat then having 
its monthly meeting in J'er111alem.- th• Board of Director• tbenupoa can- · 
celled its agenda for the day ill order to 1utea t"O ·a .. cailed ._.., of 
the background to the plan and to dt1ou1 ...,.. ,of" eaft'ylq tt . oat. A • ~ 
few hours later it was ay privileae to infom tbe.-.pr .. • that 1 in foll~ 
ing the Government'• decia(on_, alao tba Boacd of DirMton baa ude a 
clear principled decision of lts own to~ OIi& tile falU ... developaent 
plan. 

Such were the highly dramatic circuutane .. of the--••-- declatoa • . 
And now to the. p-lan ltaelf~ 

The geographical area affected ia Central Galilee. Thia part of DOrthern 
Israel is sparsely populated,. ha• p-.:,:or •oll a4·la ...... lly aora back­
ward culturally than any ·othe~ parts of tu COIIIICZJ•· tfhlla Wutern Galilee 
on the one band• and Basten Galilee 01I •the Dt..._.• ·ba•• '1n r-t years ·· 
~ttained a fairly high level of ••ttl...-nt and ·0¥1.tan.' Caac•al- Cal.ilNe • 
stretching from the Lebanon border in the .north to llaaanth iD the south, 
is practical ly half-empty. The Jewish Rational Fua.d baa alwaya couaider-
ed it important to settle this region• and alreacl,♦ ten years aao e1tablish­
ed ten work villages here. Receutly it baa •de the aettl-nt of Segev 
and of Yodfat possible. These efforts however• only c01a1titutad a modest 
beginning. 
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Those who know the conditions of Israel are aware, that an undeveloped 
region without inhabitants, stretching from the border deeply inland, 
involves difficult and complex problems that need to be solved in a 
fundamental manner. In this case the solution means putting this region 
on its feet by~t~~ng ~- a solution which we have learnt from past 
experience and ;:[c 1s ~ing retaught to us all the time by current 
events. What distinguishes this development plan of Central Galilee 
from previous settlement projects, is primarily its scope. 

,,,,,.,.. • - ~ 
The plan calls for the establishment of 35 settlements botn rural and 
urban, which will basically alter the soc1:1t:t-1HMt-eten10Rraphic character 
of this region and will integrate it into the country's life. Thia 
ambitious program will take at least 15 years to complete. It has there­
fore been divided into three stages, the first of which has already been 
energetically launched immediately upon the Government's announcement. 

This first stage, which wi1 1 take about five years, envisages the establish­
ment of three settlement groups, one in the north, one in the centre, and 
one in the southeast, each of them with its own regional · centre which is 
to supply administrative, cultural, health services etc., all of them 
directed by expert workers who will be permanent residents in those centres • 
. Every centre will have three or four villages around it, based on agri­
culture and on industrial processing of agricultura l products such as 
tobacco, fruits, vegetables,as well as rai sing certain fur animals. Alto­
gether in addition to the three regiouai centres and the ten villages, there 
will be one mountain village serving as summer resort for foreign tourists 
and Israeli vacationeers. 
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In five years there will be, in addition, two new cities~ the first of which, 
Maaloth, is already developing rapidly and the se1:cnd,'"C~rmiel, will soon 
go from blue-print stage to construction. Of the 31500 families settled 
(12 1000 - 151000 souls), and added to Central Galilee, half will inhabit 
the new villages and the regional centres. 

As stated, the plan was accepted unanimously by the Government, and the 
Ministry of Housing will participate in financing a considerable part of 
the cost involved in the constructionMof the settlemen s. But the real 
pioneering work has been imposed upon the two financial instrt111ents of the 
Zionist Organisation, Keren Hayesod -United Jewish Appeal and the Jewish 
National Fund. 

The Settlement Department of the Jewish Agency will deal with the agri- • 
cultural aspects after the settlements have come into being and the settlers 
have arrived on the spot. The Ministry of Housing will put up the buildings, 
as soon as conditions are ready for them. But all the extensive ground work 
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is the exclusive responsit,il:tty of the Jewish National Fund,. The JNF) 
has to lay a netwcrrk of roads throughout a difficult hill region, 
strewn with ro s; it as to rec aim a~ou~ Q 000 dunams of land, and 
tc undertake imv,ediately not on.ly the.,.R).a·:Rting o tens-of-·~ons of 

forest trees, but also for t:3e first time in die h~£o-ry---af-·it1J·-p't"actical 

- work;'fhe - p!anti!l.g of fru:1.t orchards atwd vineyards, so that the future 
inhabitants will have a so~xc~ of livelihood as soon as possible. 

In accordanc~ with the Government announcement, the first stage of the 

plan will cost about 27 million dollars, of which the JNF has to raise, 

in the nearest future,the sum of 11 million dollars to carry through 
those tasks which it has already begun. The Keren Hayesod,through the 

Dgpartment_.fDf Agrfe-ult.ttral Settle.1.D.em: of the Jewish Agency,wil.l invest, 

at the first stage, 5 million dollars, and the Mi~istry of Housing will 
invest 11 mill~G:."l dolla~----

We have been honoured by sta+-emel'!.ts from the Prime Minister of Israel 
and the leaders of t ·he World Zicn::st Organiiation to the effect that they 
put their utmost faith in the capacity of the JNF to carry out this 
enormous task, an.d p,romis1~g th•~ir f:i" lest cooperation in explaining and 
publicizij g the great project. 

Finally it m.a.y be tmporta11t to foint.: out that fulfilmen.t of the plan will 
not only bxing a nume~ical ba~n~ oft,~~ Jewish and Arab population of 

this region (today Jews constitute"' on,~y % of t e- t:nt£~e ruralpopulation 
here), it will also contrib~te to the econoo1ic cultaral advancement of 

the Arab populationo '!'he regional centres ·w·ill serve ews an Ara s a , 
the n ustr,!J,a .. plants will ;providE! wol."k fc,r e·J'eryorne, and the Arabs of the 

Galilee wil l be able tc become integrated i~to the l ife of Israel and raise 

themselves o·ut of their present lag b~hind the rest of the country. 

At the beginning of t he new Jewish Yaaz·tthe .Jewish National Fund stands on 

the thresho l d of a great cultura 2. ,economic and h1.1I1an task. It is a vast 

enterprise and ·will be a challenge to all those who participate 1n it. To­
gether w:lth ·my greetiri..gs for t~1e Ne.w Year, permit me therefore to call upon 

you to take up this challeng . a7:id hri:!l.g it to te tion of all the Jewish 

communities in. yoti:r ccr:int:t'jr o 

CHAIRMAN, 

OARD OF DIRECTORS 
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October Z2, l ~63 

y d ar r. ah ani: 

I a sorry that I an unable to attend your important con£ r nee. 
I shall be out of the country. I had looked for ard to atten in 
it, together with the many friends of the J wish ati nal ·und. 

hroughout its long history, t 1is very beloved und of t e Jewish 
people has rendered indispensable service to our great c use. 
That, I am sure , is ell-known to you. It now faces an q lly 
great challenge and op ortunity to a ist in th d vclon nt of 
th State of Israel. 

h overnment of Israel has decided to launch a vital Develo -
n ent Project in C ntr 1 alil e. The devclo .. ent of thi reg· on, 
still sparsely populated by our p ople, is long ove r- e. oth 
for strategic and econo ic r - sons, it i s es cntial t l a t this r ea 

ec .ive, a s rapidly as poss1bl , rural and rban develop ent 
on a large scale. I an1 quit s 1r that t • rojec w·u be x-
p .. ained to you fully at t 1 s ions o yo r • a ~ y. 

The J ewi h ational un has been c 
work which is nee .ssary f h c rry ing o o 
such as the buildi g of roads, t he r cla llation of t en 
oi dunams of lan , th plantin f illio '- f r e , 
vinayards, etc. 

r nd 
p r oj c --

o th u n d s 
ruit o r h r 
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There is no doubt in my mind that the Jewish National Fund 
will rise to this great national challen e and will cooperate 
in the work of developing an area in I rael which holds great 
promise for the future of the country, where tens of thousan s 
o additional Jewish in1mi 0 rants can be settled in the next 
few year . 

With all good wishes, I re ain 

AHS:bfm 

1 r. Joseph Nahrr1ani 
Jewish National Fund 
42 }!; st 6-Jth Street 
New York 21, New York 

V ry cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
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DR. JOSEPH P. STERNSTEIN 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

November 21, 1963 

Ansel Road at East 106th Street 
Cleveland, 18, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

It is my happy privilege, as the newly elected President, 
to extend to you my good wishes upon your reelection as 
Honorary Chairman of the Jewish National Fund. 

I also wish to take this opportunity to thank you for 
the message you sent to our dear friend, Mr. Nahmani, 
in connection with our National Assembly. We had a 
tremendous turnout. 

I am looking forward confidently to the cooperation that, 
I am sure, I will receive from you and others to enable 
the JNF to achieve larger goals. 

Not,onol Dir•ctor 

Believe me, I am, with warmest and affectionate greetings, 

Faithfully yours, 

MB:egl 

J 
'O . 

MAX BRESSLER 
President 




