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THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SOCIETY 

FLINT BUILDING• 219 NORTH BROAD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

REV. DR . .JULIAN MORGENSTERN 
REV. DR, DAVID PHILIPSON 
DR.A.S,W.ROSENBACH 
P'RANK I. SCHECHTER 
REV.DR.SAMUEL SCHULMAN 
SAMUEL STRAUSS 
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DR. ISAAC HUSIK 

EDITOR 

September 17, 1929 

Dear Sir: 

This is to advise you that the next regular meet
ing of the Board of Trustees will be held on 
Thursday, September 26, at 5 P. M., at the 
offices of the Society, 219 North Broad street, Room 600. 

Important matters will be considered, and the 
importance of your presence is respectfully urged. 

Very sincere y yours, 

JG 1P 

.~; 
I Secretary 

SIMON MILLER, 

PRESIDENT 

LIONEL FRIEDMANN, 

TREASURER 

.JULIUS GRODIN S KY, 

SECRETARY 
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PUOLIC,..TION COMMITTEE 

DR. CYRUS ADLER 
CHAl"MAN 

DR . DAVID BLONDHEIM 

DR, S. SOLIS COHEN 

REV. DR, HYMAN G. ENELOVI 

REV. DR. HARRY ETTELSON 

FELIX N . GERSON 

DR . ISAAC HUSIK 
RABBI MAX D. KLEIN 

REV, DR. J"COB KOHN 

OSCAR LOEB 
DR. MAX L. MARGOLIS 

DR. ALEXANDER MARX 
SIMON MILLER 
LEON S. MOISSEIFF 
REV. DR , JU LIAN MORGENSTER N 

REV. DR. DAVID PHILIPSON 

OR. A . S , W. ROSENBACH 

FRANK I. SCHECHTER 

REV . DR . SAMUEL SCHULMAN 

SAMUEL STRAUSS 

HENRIETT" SZOLD 

Dour 

THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SOCIETY 

FLINT BUILDING - 219 NORTH BROAD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

f>l :_1 rtse be adv.L~H~d that the meeting of the Bo 1r' of 
Tru3tees to~~ teld on Thursday, ~ovcmber 14, 1929, 
will st~rt at 4 :3J P. ll . instead of at 5 P . M. 

I 

,' I I 
' f . ~ 

J ( ' 1' 

SIMON MILLER, 

PIU!SIDllNT 

LIONEL FRIEDMANN, 

TIIKASUlllt:11 

JULIUS GRODI NS KY . 

SECRE:TARY 
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Dear Sir: 

THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SOCIETY 

FLINT BUILDING - 219 NORTH BROAD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

November 22, 1929 

SIMON MILLER, 

PRESIDENT 

LIONEL FRIEDMANN, 

TRltASURER 

JULIUS GRODI NS KY, 

SECRETARY 

This is to advise you that the next meeting of the Board 
of Trustees will be held on Tuesday, 
at 4:30 P. M., at the offices of the 
Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

JG 1P 

December 10, 1929, 
Society, 219 North 

Si.ncerely yours, 

///-✓,~ 
I 

Secretary 
I 

L. 



... . .... 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
of the 

JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
December 10, 1929 

A meeting of the Foard of Trustees of the Jewish Pub
lication Society of America was teld on December 10, 1929, at 
4:30 P. M., at the offices of the Society. Mr . Simon Miller, 
President, was in the Chair, and the following members of the 
Board were present : Dr. Cyrus Adler, Mr. Hart Blumenthal, Mr. 
Louis E. Levinthal, Mr. Howard S. Levy, and Mr . Julius s. Weyl. 

REGHETS: 

The following members of the Board regretted their in
ability to attend : Mr . Leo M. Brown, Hon. Josiah Cohen, Rev. Dr. 
Nathan Krass, Mr . Felix H. Levy, Judge Horace Stern, Mr. Ludwig 
Vogelstein, Mr . A. Leo Weil, and Mr . Ralph Wolf. 

RECOlVlMENDATlON S qf__JT:lb~_p_UBLI CATION COTMl l T'TEE : 

SABBATAI TSEVI, by Sholom Ash: 

The Doard of Trustees approved the recommendation of the 
Publication Committee ~ith regard to the acceptance of Sabbatai 
Tsevi, by Sholom Ash, for publication by the Society. 

REPRII'JT OF BUSIK' S Hl[;TORY OF MEDIEVAL ,JEWISH PEILOSOPHY : ----- -

Tbe Secretary advised the Board that no word had been 
heard from Rabbi Lefkowitz, Pr esident of the Central CoafGronce of 
American Habbis, in response to the communication fro~ th e Society 
embodying the views of the Society with regard to the proposals 
made by th e Central conference of American Rabbts, and submitted 
through Dr. Jacob H. Marcus, of the I.lcbrew Union College, Cin
cinnati. This propo sal of the Central Conference related to the 
reprint of the History of Medi8vul Jewish Philosophy on a basis 
v.rhich wouJd hav8 led the Society ancl the Central Conference to 
shar e the cost equally . 

To thj s lotter dat2d OctobGr ;:~ 3 , .19.~~~), t~1f; Secretary 
rece i ved no r~ply . 

The Board, aft er due cons.ldcration, resolved to reprint 
the volume vli th th ,:; Society meet-Lng the cntlro cost. 

SALARY OF THB SI~CnETAHY: -
The salary of the Secretary was increased $2 , 000 . per 

annum, beginning January 1, 192>0. 



- ·-

COMMUNICATION FROM LEAGUE FOR SAFEGUARDING THE FIXITY OF THE 
SABBATH: 

The request of the League for Safeguarding the Fixity 
of the Sabbath was deferred. until next meat:Lng. 

POLICY WITH REGARD TO SPECIMEN PAGES: 

The l~rge addition to the cost of Ikkarim duo to 
o.uthor 1 s corrections was drawn to the attention of the Board. 
The Pre sident ,,as request ed to take the rnatter up with the 
Ed i tor, ·whose duty it J.s to see that all manuscripts arc in 
condition for composition. In works requiring special set ups, 
five or six pages should be selected containing the spocio.l 
mechunical features. These pages should bo sot up as specimens, 
and upon approv~l by the Editor, shull determine the s0t up for 
the volume . 

CONTRACT \'JI TB MH. U.EN[ES: 

The Board de t er mined not to ext end the contruct of Mr. 
Menk es. Tr c Pr 0::-;i dent r ::ported he w:is in comrr.uni cntion with 
applic ~nts to supervi se tl1e Society's efforts to increase its 
ruembcrsh1p. 

DlSCOUN Tt3 ON DOOl~S TO ~~U'I'HOHS : -

The Bonrd djrcctad the Secretar y to extend ~ discount 
to author s of books of 50% f rom th e list pr i ce on such books 
that th e authors desired tn addition to the books they r eceived 
gratls unde r contract with the Society (usually ten books). 

On motion the meeting ~ns nd journ0d. 

Sec r otary 
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CHAIRMAN 
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THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SOCIETY 

FLINT BUILDING - 2t9 NORTH BROAD STRILET 

PHILADELPHIA 

March 12, 1930 

riabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The Annual eeting of the Jewish Publication 
Society will be held on Sunday, March 30. 

As President of the society, I desire to enter
tain the memb-rs of the Publication Committee 
and the Board of Trustees with their wives at 
a six otclock dinner at Dropsie College, and I 
trust that you will accept this invitation. 

Awaiting your reply by return mail, I am 

cordially, 

SIMON MILLER, 

PRl!SIDENT 

LIONEL FRlll!:DM-'NN, 

TIU[A&URUI 

JULIUS GROOINSKY, 

Sl'.CRl!TARY 

,U /JL L!t){) 
I 

President 



r. Simon 1ller, 
Jewlah bllc t1on SOoiet7, 
Phil delph1 P • 

1 dear r. lllera-

I re et v ry much t t I •hall not 
be a le to ttend the snnual meeting of th Jewlllh 
Public tion S°'-l iet7 o ~dar, I ch 30th. I l!IWI\ 
r• 1n ln land on that dq d oc0up7 1111' pulplt. 

I 1hould very mu.oh ru V 

vail nw••lf Qf your kind invlt t1on to b 
t dlnn.er t t Ten1ng. I hope th t I 

pleuun t ao future tlme. 

loved to 
7our gueat 
have the 

1th ldndeat re •• pe lt 
to remain 

Very lncerely your, 

! '/IR 



you ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND THE 

FORTY·SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA, TO 

BE HELD ON SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 1930, AT 8 :15 

P . M., AT DROPSIE COLLEGE, BROAD AND YORK 

STREETS, PHILADELPHl!A . 

THE SPEAKER OF THE EVENING WILL BE DR. 

FRANK I. SCHECHTER, OF NEW YORK CITY. 

THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY WILL ALSO 

SPEAK, EXPLAINING SOME OF THE ASPECTS OF 

THE WORK OF THE SOCIETY . 
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THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SOCIETY 

FLINT BUILDING • 219 NORTH BROAD STREET 
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IIMON MILLIER, 

PRESIDENT 

LIONEL FRIEDMANN, 

TREASURER 

JULIUS GRODINSKY, 

SEC RETARY 

REV, DR, JULIAN MORGENSTERN 
REV. DR, DAVID PHILIPSON 
DR, A, S, W. ROSENBACH 
FR1'NK I, SCHECHTER 
REV, DR, SAMUEL SCHULMAN 
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HENRIETTA SZOLD 

DR, ISAAC HUSIK 

EDITOR 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, O. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 18, 1930 

May we suggest for your consideration the use of our 
new and revised edition of OUTLINES OF JEWISH HISTORY, 
by Lady Magnus, as a text for the forthcoming school 
year? 

The book has been thoroughly revised. Additional 
chapters have been added, bringing all the material 
up to date. Five helpful maps, of which four are 
colored, and a carefully arranged chronological table 
add to the usefulness of the volume. 

This 418 page book retails at $1.25, and is sold to 
you for schoolbook purposes at $1.00, postage prepaid. 

JG 1P 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary 

P. S. Can you give us the name and address of a young 
man or woman who could call upon prospects for member
ship in the ~lication Society? We pay a good ----....... cash commission, and our repl'es a 1ves earn a good 
return. Either part time or ful.l time. 



. Jullua Grocllnalq, 
JeWlah P\lbllcaUon Soolet7, 

int 1 •• 
lad81phi Pa. 

1 ar • ro dlnaq •• 

ID repi, \o 1ov.r now of JQU lllb 
ak for \ba 11111111 .. of JOIIDI who could call upon 
roapec\a for •1Mtrah1p 1n the J•llh Publlo ,1011 

Socie\7 I een4l 10u benwl,h lh• nm .. ot 

~1l•••'•r Brown 
5935 \orer •••• 
01 ••l Ohlo 

l• a • 7 nloe pe JOWII 
who 1 • 1n nM4 of work. He wu cont1 4 in rq 

'!'empl•. y • o. I :ve adTlNd h1m tha\ he 
•ov.ld hear trom you. 

1th k at r da• p lt me 
tor 1n 

o/I 
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Rabbi A ba 
The Temple 
~ast 105th 
Cleveland, 

Dear Rabi 

Thank you 
ing Tu.r S 
Bociet . 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SOCIETY 

FLINT BUILDING . 219 NORTH BROAD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

July 8, 1830 

Hillel Silver 

otreet at Ansel Road 
Ohio 

Silver : 

very much for your not of July 3 recom~end
vester ro·n as a representative of the 

I lave written to hi. accordi gl . 

,ith very best wishes , I am 

Sincerel 

S.ecretar 

JG ' P 
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THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SOCIETY 

FLINT BUILDING - 219 NORTH BROAD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

··_1c..trch b 
' 

18 31 

Dear Sir: 

Tliis is to advise you that the n uxt r 0P-ular 
monthly ille oting of the Board of Trust ees will 
be held on Sunduy, March 15, at tl~e ;~o rcantile 
Club, Broad. and r.~ aster Streets, at 0 o 1 clock 
P. m. 

Sinc e r el y yours, 

51MON MILLER. 

LIONEL FRIEDMANN. 

TREASURER 

JULIUS GRODINSKY. 

SECRETARY 

~L).¼.u /Jt u-O-Jfi1~ J Ll uc1· utary - - , r 
JG 1P 



A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Jewish Pub
licatior1 t,ociety of J\merica ~-.ras held on April 19, 19Zl, at 3 p.m., 
at the offices of the Society. Mr. Simon Miller, President, was 
in the Chair, and the following members of the Board were present: 
Dr. Cyrus Adler, Mr. Louls E. Levinthal, and Judge Horace btern. 

The folloYring regretted their in--.bili ty to attend: Mr. 
Philip Amram, I.lr. HGrt Blun:enthal, Mr. J1lius S. Weyl, and Mr. 
Ralph Wolf. 

STATUS 0~ THE OELIGA'l1IO:l OF TH:C HEBHEVl G]r:LAY 8CHOOL SOCIETY TO 
TO THE JEWISH PUDLIClTION SOCILTY~ 

The Secretary reported that due to its inability to 
dispose satisfc.1.cto!'ily Oi mortgages in which the func.s of the so
called Minnie, Katharine and Julia tjayer Fund were invested, it 
could not paY.' to the Jc 'fish Publication Society an eccount out
standing of ~4,833.63. 

Doctor Adler pointed out that we have on hand some cash 
still uninve::,ted .from the Legacy of the late Louis Marshall. 
The idea vi.,ras ex.pressed that if the mortgages in which the funds of 
the Hebrev.r 0unday School Society were. inves ted were sound, then it 
might be wise to purchase these :nortgagcs with part of the funds 
left to the Society by Mr. Louis Marshall. 

The Secretary was directed to take up the matter with 
our Treasurer, Mr. Howard A. Wolf, for the purpose of determining 
whether the rnortgages in which the funds of the Hebrew Su.?aaay 
School Society were invested ·were sound. 

RECOLE:1ENDA'rIOi.Jb Q1? THE PUBLICATION COM:·,1 ITTEE; -----------------·-------------·-----------------.... ---
a. The Bo~rd of Trustees approved the recommendation of 

the Publication Com~ittec concerning the request of Doctor 
Balaban, who is wrl ting a voJ_ume on the History of tha Jews in 
Krakau as follows~ 

aa. That he receive balance of his honorarium if the 
Society docs not publish his volume within one year 
after the celivery of his manuscript to the Society. 

bb. That he be permitted to publish his book in German 
witllin five years after its publication in English 
by the Jewish Publication Society. 

b. Commentaries: It was thought best in view of the 
illness of Doctor Margolis not to do anything definite concerning 
the Commentaries Series. 



The ~lP,crci:.::-r.J !'~po :.~tGd vr.rious sug,3e!:.: t1onc- concerning 
ways and mea:'ls vvhGl" j'by tLrou gl°!. corre~po1~dencc additional members 
of the Society could be sect:.rod. 

Of t:hese v2riou.~ su£sgestions, one v-nts considered par
ticularly s~itable for i~media~e action. The~e arc various 
members of the Boards ; officers and focuJty Lc~bP~s associated 
wi 'tn leading Jev.,isl1 national institutior..s. Son:e of these are not 
me~bers of the Society. 

The Secrc'i"a.:rv v:2..s dj_rected -:.o nake J.is~s of thnse ., 

associnted ·.vith sc1Gr;L 0c1. :r:2.tiona.L Jev!5 . .s .1 c,i:-g nYJ ~.·~; [j_Liu:_s w~10 are 
nc,t r.n e:~bers of t h e 1..

1cw1sl1 Pi1i.1.l..LcG.t:i.c-,n 1::(,r:ie·::lf e.:r,d. to send these 
11..• st s ·l,'- ,..) va1··~·1 Ol, ,:-, m (~r11 }, C -. , >' n f .l·-. 1·1e ;:-, :-) , . r. rj ·, ·,~1 ' , : r), -,1 .-1 1ir-Y. -· t p p r,1· C onal t "· • - ~ J - .t •.. , ~ - .J .. .. .. .. J >.... ..... . v .J • •• ., V .. ... vt... ....,. V • . J . ....,, t: ~ '--' 

letters as·1ci~1&·: su::!h p.:1. i ·tles ~'-- bsco ··.8 r., .. -~c.: <:~·:·~1 cf the Society. 



-

Har,: sci OI'n , 
f ... J. I r .,_ I' -; !"I j 

· - 1.1.:.L.1 . .1.l..,..l:: J.. 

·T'" , l.J f-_, 

~, . , t .. 
J..J___,C,...., (~ '"'''"' - iJl·," . - \: , .... ... L A ... .1.- . .. "' 

\ i 1 • ,-. - I.) - r' ·, ·"L · ' "Yl ·' - ·;• •• • ,-' .- (." J... \. ., ,._ .1. . ... . ... ,_., L· J l.l · -4. ,:-., • • 

t~r . hr rt _ol~r•:1 2n-:;hal 
Mr. Leo J. Br'-1 ·:11. 

Lo·1. .JC ~.:l i.~l r; ,) : l(~n 

MT· . 
.i3 n , • - ~ I r; ,. . ,.:, ...... ··e l .... . J. ..1. • 1 ~ l , _J , .t.. t c i .._ _ ... ~ 

I•''-' l .L ~f H. TJt.;"TJ')/ 

;-,5 li1 0"1 I'.~il 7.81" 

;-_;torn 

:i1r, b.,· olpt. S . Ochs 
Mr . ftil~p B. Perlman 
D~,. A .. 0 . r .. ' . Rosenbr:ch 
Rebli Abb ,. iiillel 8ilver 
Ho~e Ho~2ce dtcrn 
~r . Bo~ard A. Wolf 

l, :" . Ralph viclf' 

Tfuon motic~ the ~ominations wer e closed . Jpon motion 
m.s.c.e } seco.}di;:.;d anc.~ car-rj_ed] the uecretn.1·y vv~s ins tructec. to cast 
one un0nimo:.1s ba~.lc t .for the nornir:ee~. 

The President declar ed "L,he ~ollo1!ring nar.ied elected to 
serve until their successor s be duly chosen ~ 

President-Jr . 8iCTon &iller 
Vi ce -f>:te~id ::;n t-Judg;e Ho re c 2 Ctern 
'l1Te,;.;. surer-- ' ,1J.". Li onsl Fri edrnann 
T:i.· rt ~ ,._,eE..r.--

Mr . Iic1rt .oJ Q;1enthal 
\/•· - Leo rn Br· )vm 1,.l i • . ~ • '. _ 

Hon. Jo sic=il- C~h€.n 
r.1 " . Be r·"lt:.1"l~ L. Frankel 
Mr. F2lix :1 . Lt1 vy 
Mr . Si1 ~on ~Jtll11..,r 

!r . Adolph 6 . Ochs 
Mr. Pnillp B. Perlman 
Dr. Aa J. W~ Rosenbach 
Rr.ob i Abba Hi llel Silver 
lJn . Hor ac e Stern 

llr . Howard A. Wolf 
t1r . t l f' l ph V.'ol: 

'The Secretary then prGscmted th?. '?rel surer ' :J report. 



.. 
8VS:J.i.ng. 
~t cu:-.. .. p,_;,.> ... :, ·1 - ,- .. 

.. L., ; .' ,_J • 1_ - :_.., I ., 

.:. ~IC 

,. 
I 

( I 

tr_·: 2dd 1:' (. s .:-) of' 
i l l 1

., l, c . ' ~r r; 1 •• J. ~ • . _t (J. T p• u ., 



!·,iEETlNG OF TH£ BOAt\D 0.8' 'TctUS~I.'EEo 
of tho 

J E\il SH PLJBLl CATION SOCI ~TY OF fu.~Ett ::. :A 
January 2G, 1932 

A meeting of the Board l)f Trustees of t h e Jewish 
Publication Society of Ameri.9a was held on J ::111uary 26, 1r·0S, a t 
4:30 p. m., at the offices of the Society. Mr. Simon IUller, 
President, was in the Chair, and the followinf, ::.e,. bers of t he 
Board were present : Dr. Cyrus Adler, ~ r. Jacob Sol i s Cohen, t r. 
Howard S. Levy, Mr. Bernard L. Frankel, and Br. Hov:ard A. \Nolf. 

REGRETS: 

The following regretted their ino.bi li ty to attend: Mr . Philip Amrri.1:. , 
Mr. Louis E. Levinthal, Rev. Dr. Louis L. Tv1ann, Dr. A. s. \'if. 
Rosenbach, Ur. Ludwig Vogelstein, Mr. A. L '~O we1l, tj r. Jul iu s S. 
iieyl, and rn r. Ralph wolf. 

N1EMBERSHIP P 1J\..N: 

A. The Secretary was directed to prepare a plan to serve as a 
basis for increasing .:1 err:bershi p on a co rn,jun J.l basis. This 
was to be prepared along the suggesti ans 11 ade by Judge Horace 
Stern ~ta µrevious ~eating. Thi s report i s to bo b~sed u pon 
some adjoining co1..11..uni ty, such as Bal ti 1 .• ore, Fd., Newark , N. J. 
or Washington, D. c. 

B. It was sugg~sted that an article prepared by Doctor Cyrus 
Adler exl1la.Ln_ing the work of tll e Society 1.;j ght be publi shed 
in the local 1donthly Brotherhood Bulleti n. Such u.n artj cle, 
it was suggested, r1iigl1t be of cons i derable belp. Doctor Adler 
expressed his willingness to yrepnre an article for this 
purpose. 

Ar~N UAL Iv'.tEE'l'lNG: 

It was decided that the Annual Meetlng of the Socie ty should be 
held on March ~9, 1932. 

The President appointed a Comn i.ttee on tte Annual Meetinr; as 
follows: Chairman, Doctor Cyrus Aaler, Mr. Howard A. Wolf, nnd 
Mr. Bernard L. Frankel. 

REPHlN'l1 OF J~WJ:.SH LlFr~ lN 'I'HE l•,i lDDLE AGE8,-12Y_lsrD.eLAbra.bc.d.'l§..l. 

The Secretary 
Ltd., London, 
tl iddle Ages. 
Secretary not 

reported to the Board t h e ne e;o ti a ti on s wj t h G0lc.s ton, 
concerni ng a rs rint of Abrahams' Je~•,i sh Life in the 
The Board after careful cons .ide rat icn instructea the 
to accept the propo sal 0f Goldsto, Ltd. 
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CONTRACT ~vITH DR. b0~0}'i0N ~:;0LlG COE:SN pr __ Po~·.:s_JF J\"0S8o lBN EZRAJ 
A VOLUMt, IN THE ~CHlFF LIB rt; HY OF_JE\'~l0H CLAbt>lCS: 

The Secretary was instructed to 9r8paro a contra~t eiving Doctor 
Solomon Solis Cohen an honorarium for tr.anfJ ati on of this volume 
from Hebrew into English of tlOOO ., with all the other contractual 
provisions as usual. 

Upon motion the mectinr; wr;.s adj 011rned. 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

April 4, 1934 

You and Mrs. Silver are cordially invited to attend 
the dinner given at the Dropsie College on Monday, April 16, 

at 6.30 p. m. sharp. Since the Annual Meeting will be held 
the same evening, it is important that the dinner begin 
promptly at the time scheduled. 

I would thank you for sending your acceptance to me at 
1906 alnut Street, Philadelphia. -

Sincerely yours, 

SKCRSTARY 



April 10, 1934. 

r. J. Soll• Cohn, Jr., Pr ident, 
J wish Puhlicr tion Society of Am rica, 

1906 lnut Str \, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

de • Cohent 

Le\ t you or '¥atJr '"ind 1nv1 t tiOD 

to altend \h dinner at the Drop1le Coll on 
Ddq, April 16\h. I re et ezc d,---e.,.J t • t 1, 

wlll not b pos lbl for me to a\\end. 

1 \h 1 goo4 wl ehe a, perm1 t to 
r in 

V ry inc rely your, 

AHSI 
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habbi A.H. Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, o. 

Dear Rabbi Silber: 

BROAD AND SPRING GARDEN STREJETS 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aug. 21, 1935. 

This is to ask your help. 

We are now actively engaged in increasing our membership, and 
we believe Cleveland with a Jewish population of 85,000, 
should prove a fertile field for our Society. Especially so, 
inasmuch as we have only 85 members in your city. 

We would like to secure several young mem or women (even older 
men or women) to act as our agents in your city. We are pre
pared to give them ·all possible assistance, and to remunerate 
them liberally. The work is interesting, dignified, and can 
be made to pay quite well. 

Will you help us by sending the names and addresses of any 
members of your Congregation or commuftlty who you think would 
be interested. We will then correspond directly with them and 
outline the nature of the work. 

May we hear from you promptly? And in the meantime, accept 
our thanks for your helpful co-operation. 

Ver truly yoµr~, / · 
0rr1'-{(,,U, ( G. . ~n 

~teonard E. Liss 
for the 

LEL:RB. JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY 

P. S. Enclosed are membership blanks ·which you may wish to 
distribute. In order to help build up your own library 
we are attaching a mimeographed list from which you may 
select a volume to be sent you gratis for each new mem
ber you enroll. 

SECRETARY 



The Jewish Publication Society of America 

s. E. Cor. BROAD 61 SPRING GARDEN STS. 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. 



WHY YOU SHOULD BECOME A Ml1~111TTER OF 

THE JEWff H P UllLICA TION E: OCIETY 

OF AMERICA 

The Society is strictly an educational and not a 
commercial institution. There is no capital stock 
and there are no shareholders. The Society derives 
its income from membership payments, supple
mented by donations and bequests. It uses its 
funds to disseminate information about Jews and 
Judaism; encourage Jewish writers to write on 
Jewish subjects; place Jewish literature in Jewish 
homes and public institutions; perpetuate our liter
ature in Hebrew and English trans1ation and further 
the cause of Jewish culture generally. 

Any person may become a member on payment 
of an annual subscription. In consideration of the 
dues, which are optional as to amount, a member is 
entitled to the following: 

1. At least three copies of the Society's books
without extra charge. 

2. The right to vote at the annual meetings of 
the Society. 

3. A copy of the president's annual report. The 
report gives an account of the work for the 
year, a detailed financial statement of income 
and expenses, and the general condition of the 
Society. 

4. The names and addresses of all members are 
published in the American Jewish Year Book. 
The Year Book contains valuable information of 
timely Jewish interest. It is one of the books 
sent to members without extra charge. 

MORE JEWISH BOOKS IN JEWISH HOMES 

The value of good Jewish books in Jewish homes 
is evident. To the children they present ideas and 
ideals which do much toward the development of 
mind and character and give them a truer sense of 
Jewish ideals. 

To the parents good boob mean a mental stim
ulus, enlarged vision, and broader knowledge of Juda
ism in all ita phaaea. 



"JEWISH BOOKS IN EVERY JEWISH HOME" 

THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 
219 North Broad Street, Philadelphia. 

Please enroll me ·as a ·····-·······--·----·-·-+······---·····-·······-··········· member* for this year 
and thereafter annually. In consideration of my dues, which I herewith remit, I 
------------,- am to receive without extra charge, all the books published 
Life Member - - - • $250.00 during the year to which my membership will entitle me. 

ustainh1g Member 100.00 

Friend - - - • - • 50.00 Name ·····-····--········-····-·-··········-····-···•-U••-····--•·--·----·--·--····-··· 
Patron - - - - - - 20.00 
Library Member - - 10.00 Address -------------··---·--·----·----····-·-- ~ ___ ., _______ _ 
• Annual Member • • 6.00 

City ·····-····---·-····-·---------····----------··· .. StatP. ...... ~ ... - ~~--- __ _ 

I recommend the following as 
desirable members: 

Name 

Address 

Name 

Address 

*The $5 membership is to enable persons of moderate means to obtain Name 
the benefits of the Society's work; the income from this class of membership barely Address 
covers the cost of books supplied to members. The development of the Societis 
usefulness depends upon the measure of support given by the public,spirited of 
American Jewry. 



Jewish Publication Society 
of America 

~- L CoR. BROAIJ ,\ND SPRING GARIJJ;,,; S1,. 

Pi IILAUI l.l'Hf.\ 

• 
TO 

EDUCA TION-~L 
& RELIGIOUS 
INSTITUTIONS 

CHAPTERS OF JEWISH 
LITERATURE 

By ISRAEL ABRAHAM'> 

The literary charm of rhc late hrael Abraham, pru
Juced t hcsc 2 5 short :tnd fascinating ch:ipters on Jcwi,h 
literature. For clarity of Hatcm..:nt and dircctne,s of 
exposition rhis book is unrivalled in it, field. The 27 5 
p:igcs is sufficiently comprehensive :ind covers uch ,ub
jects :is the Vineyard at Jamnia, Flavius Josephus, The 
Talmud, The Midrash, the Gaonim, The Karaitic Litcr :1-
turc. the Hebrew Piyyut, Rashi, Maimonides, the Spanish 
Poets, ltalian Poetry, Ethical Literature, thl' Zoh:ir. etc. 

Retail Price, $ 1. 7 5 
I 11 Orel, n of Fil'c or Morr, Spel'i<1l Dis/'0 1111/ of .J(l % 



OUTLINES OF JEWISH 
HISTORY 
By LADY MAGNUS 

A new and revised ed ition, brought up to date. New 
type. New printing. New b inding. C lear and readable. 
O ver 400 pages. W ith ch ronological tables, indice,, table 
of contents, five maps. 

For over forty years this book has found increasing 
u~c a, a textbook in primary work on Jewish history. 

Retail Price, $ I . 2 5 
/11 Orden of Fil',· or More, Special Disco1111 t of 20o/o 

A HISTORY OF THE JEWISH 
PEOPLE 

l3y MAX L. M ,\R(;OL I~ and A1,1 XANlll · ll. MARX 

This is an authoritative one volume history for u c in 
high schools Jnd adult chs,cs. The volume is accom
panied by an unusuall y exhaustive bibliography, thirteen 
colored maps, chronological tab le, in<licc~ and t:iblc of 
contents. 

Retail Price, $4.00 
/ 11 Orders of Fi1·e or More, Special Disco 11 11I of ../5% 

JEWISH HISTORY 
By SIMON DUBNOW 

This j5 a volume of l 84 p:1gcs, in the form of a ~nies 
of remarkable essay, on the ,pirit rnd philosophy of 
Jewish h istory. 1t represents .111 excellent companion 
volume to t he Margolis and Marx' "1 l istory of the Jewi~h 
People" for study in hig h school and adu lt hi~tory cla~,e,. 

Retail Price, $1. 2 5 
111 O,-drrs of Five o,- Morr, Sp,·cic1/ Disco1111 / oj 20o/o 

Special p rice on Margolis and Marx' " H is tory of t he 
J ewish People" and Dubnow's " Jewish H istory" if bought 
together in sel.! of fi ve or more, $2.75 for both volumes. 



HISTORY OF MEDIAEVAL 
JEWISH PHILOSOPHY 

13.) hAA<. Hus11, 

This is the only popular Jvailablc volume 011 this sub
ject in the English language. Thi~ thoroui;h and com
prehensive exposicion of Jcwi,h r.1tionalism i\ used in 
American colleges and univcnitie~. It is equipped with a 
bibliography arranged according to d1Jpten, with notes 
and a complete index. 

Retail Price, $4.00 
I II Orders of Five ur Mori', Sprcial Disco,wl oj ! i '/ao/o 

TREATISE TA'ANIT OF THE 
BABYLONIAN TALMUD 

Hy HFNRY M .\l,'11 R 

This i~ the first critic.\! text of .111y tn:.1ti~e of the 
Talmud. The original an<l the F ngli~h translacion are 
printed on parallel page~. Pro1· i<lcd with notes and .in 

index of name~. Over 5 00 page~. 

Retail Price, $ 2 . 5 0 
/11 Orders of Fin ur Mori', S/Jerial Pricl' of 

$ I. 5 0 pcr Co/1y 

SELECTED RELIGIOUS POEMS 
OF SOLOMON IBN GABIROL 
The Hebrew .ind the English translation appear on 

parallel pages. The English tr.111slation is by Israel 
Zangwill. The Hebrew text itself is critically edited by 
Professor Israel Davidson, Professor of Mediaev~l Hebrew 
Literature in the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. 

An enlightening introduction by Professor hracl 
D.avidson discusses Gabirol 's literary activity ;111d his place 
in I lebrcw Poetry. Close to 500 pages. 

Retail Price, $ 2. 5 0 
111 Order.1 of Fil'I' or Morr, Special Price of 

$/.50 per Copy 



SELECTED POEMS OF 
JEHUDAH HALEVI 

Th.: Hebrew ;111d English appear on par.:illcl pagi:, . 
English translation by Mrs. Nina Salaman. The tram
l ator's introduction gives thl· reader a rncaling in,ight 
into the work and personality of one of the world's grc.1t 
lyrim-Jchudah Halcvi. 

About 400 p;igi:s, with note, tu thc text and ,rn mtrn
d uction. 

Retail Price, $ 2. 0 0 
/ 11 Ordl'rs of Fin• or More , S/1eci,tl Price of 

$1.25 ju•r Coj1y 

250 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
ON THE JEWISH FESTIVALS 
This booklet contains qucstiom and answers Oil thL' 

significance and ob~crvance of Jewish fcstivah and on th c 
customs and ceremonies included in their cclcbrarion. 

74 pagcs. Buckeye cover, saddle wird. 

Retail Price, 3 5c 
!11 Or,li-n of Trn or Mon:, Sjicci,tf Di,cu1111t of I0 '7i> 

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH HIS
TORY; CURRENT PROBLEMS 

AND MOVEMENTS 
Coven such problems as Jewish i111111igr:1tion to tb c 

United State; occupational and vocational adjustment of 
Je--.v s in rhc United States; Jo:wish social service. 

5 S pages. IIuckeye cover, saddk wired. 

Retail Price, 3 5 c 
Ju Order., of T('// o,- Afore, Sjil'Cial Disco u11t of JO% 

BOOK OF PSALMS 
Pocht edition; bc:1utifully printed and bound. 

In Ord,•rs of Tn1 or More, Speci(I/ Dhco1111f of 20o/,. 

Paper, 20c; Cloth, 3 5c; Leather, $ 1.00 
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l. Hl~TORY: 

1. -outline_ of J2v·1ish History, by Lady Magnus. A fascinati.nc; 
description of the prci~i'P.SS of the Jev·,i sh race fr0 ;-i1 ·~he 
very bezin.1ing, all cc ".~ ~.F'c:.-:·sed ln less then 500 l)a(;es. 
Five maps f' o ;:- ready ref e l. .. en~e. 

2. Jewish History, by S. l. r~bnow. A se!."ies of remarke..ble J 
essays on the und.erlyin6 ·spirit of Jev.ish hls-:ory. 

3. History of the Jews in Hussia and Poland, Volume 1, by 
s. M. Dubnow. 

4. History of the Jews in a.iussia and Poland, Volume 2, by 
s. M. DUrJilOW. 

5. History of the Jews in Russia and Poland, volume 3, by 
s. M. D·.1bnow. 

6. History of the Jews in Venice, by Cecil Roth. A not[)ble 
storv of a notable commu.ni ty, anc the first ever to ai"))ear .. 
in 1,)rint. 

7_,. .. History of the Marranos, by Cecil Roth. A presentation 
of whe.t may fair}y 00 describeci c•.s the most ro1Jo. 1tic 
ep:l soc~e in all L.i story. 

8. Jev-1s Among the Greel~s and Romans, by Max Radin. pr3sents 
the na-:..Jre of the contact 'between the Jev,~ , G1~ H/ s and 
Romans. 

_l.L,_ -Bl.o.G.H.AP HY : -
1. Maimonide ... , by David Yellin and Israel Ab ~·ar.A.rns . • An account 

of the life and vworks of the great philosopher of the 
Middle Ages . 

. 2. Josephus, by Norman Bentwich. The life and works of the 
foremost Je~ish historian. 

3. Montefiore, by Paul Goodman. The :Jut~t&nding philan
thropist. 

Ill. ESSAYS: 

1. students, Scholars and Saints, by Louis Ginzberg. A 
series of essays ·written in a popul a.r T-?' ~r, on ~uc!1 sub
jects as the Je\·, isb Primary School , tl1e 'J,)::.ig ion of tn0 
Pharisee, the Disciple of the V,ise, Jc: \' i s::1 ~l'bougrt as 
Reflected in the Halakah, etc. 
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2. Studies :Ln Judaism, by Solortcn Schechter. This v·-;l1 11ne 
c,:iYJt.r .. ins a si-;ries of· no~-.::..uJ.& c0r1t,riontjons t-::• ~, :;c:h '"i.11.J

j(': .:,;-: as a Hor(e of Hcbr~·-iw ,1.1,:nuscripts, t:1e Gt.: ,i ; : of tbe 
B:i.: d.c, Saints o.nd S'.lir..t.l.:.noss, etc. 

3. B0ok of neliFsht and other pc_pers, by Israel Ab-r:-o.ba~1.. A 
c :> .L.-:..ect ion of really dcl i. 6~".lt ::·111 essay8 on :..uc.. i"! S !;• ✓:. ?ct s as 
Gc •):i: re ~liot, Hov: .rJil ton r>r·on-)unceci Heb!:'ev1.r, et.c. 

4. Chapters on Jewish Literature, by lsrtel A~rahare s. Fro~ 
the ~·oLl of Jer1.1s al.em to death of Moses !,ier_dcls~"'jotn in 
1735. Manual for home ancl school. 

5. Renascence of Hebrew Lit'3r['..ture, by Nahum slouschz. 

6. wo~lds that Passed, by A. S. Sach:,. J.rtim0.te and syu1pe.
thatic description of life in ~astern Europe. 

IV. THE BIBLE: 

1. The lloly Scriptures. (New 1-ranslation.) Uni v .... r~a.lly 
accep-c,Ed. by all J ·-;:~· ish authorlt1es. The Board of 'Sdi tors 
cons:i.~:.cd of I)octors Snlcmon Sci1echte~:·, cyruf:i .rc~lE;r, j·0~9_t>h 

Jacobs, Kaufmarill K•)hler, David Philipson, S,Yr.u0:.:. schul.nia.~ 
ano. Max L. Margolis. Type very legible. cln·c:-.:.. 

2. Abridged Bible. Selections and stories fron-:i th8 EibJ_e, 
arranged for use by children. The a0:r-idgern0nt js ba~ed 
direc t ly on t~e Jewish Pu~lication So~iety t ranslation. 
stories separ~tely arrang~d. Over 800 paces. 

3. Boo.k of psalms. Pocket edition; well printed and bound. 

4. ttebrevv Sci--iptures in the r.:aktng, by Max L. Margolis. A 
survey of the present-day viev'l s on the hist0ry ar.d g1·owth 
6f the Hebrew Scriptures. With a chronological table. 

V. GhEAT HEBREW CLAu~iCS: - · , 

1. Selected Religious Poems of Solomon Ibn Qabirol. H8brew 
and English on parallel pages. The Engll sh tr·.:...nsla ti on by 
Israel Zangwill. 

2. Selected Poems of Jehudah Halevi. Hebre~ and English on 
parallel pages. Translation by Mrs. Nina Salanan. 

3. Treatise Ta• ani t of the Babylonian rralmud, by Henry M2.ltC:r. 
The first scientific text of any ·pa.rt of thG T:l.Jrr,·ud that 
has ever been made. Hebrew and English on par&liel puges. 

Vl. l'RAV~LS: 

l. Travels in North Africa, by Nahum olouschz. A ten year 
journey into a region revealing an amazlng ,Jer:i ~~h 
civilization hitherto unknown to the western worid. 
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~. Feet of the 1'1lcssen6e.r , by Yel1oc:..sh. Trans la te<l by Isaac 
Goldberg. A volume of travel sketches vividly describin6 
a trip to Palestine. 

1. Sons of the Covenant, bys. Gordon, excellent t a le of 
Lunden J e v-Ty. 

2. A Heneg~de and ot:1P-r Tales, by Harth& 1 ·olfenstein. 
Thirteen delizhtful stories of Je~ish life. 

0. ·Simon :Si.chelk;...tz-T11e Pabria.rch, by Ulrich Frank. Two 
stor·ies of Gcrman-J·e\·.'isn life. 

4. The Sigj_1 Above the Door, by 1\;~. \"7 • Canfield. A chqr-ning 
story based on the Biblic~l narrative of the Excdu3. 

5. Idyls of the Gass, by Martha r:olfenstein. Fascinating 
pictures of pact life in an ~ustri~n Ghetto. 

6. Sa bba tai Zevi, by Sholorn. I- sh . 'Irans::i._c. te'1 by Prof . 
George R. Noyes and Miss Florence Wlzythe. 

7. Stories of Je\:ish iio1ue Life, by G. li. Uo senthal. 

VIII. JOVEtlILEb: 

1. David the Ciant Killer and Other Tales of Gr~ndua Lopez, 
by Emily 6oli~-Cohen. Fell tolcl st0ries fl'm .. 1 the Bible, 
united in one narr ativeo Illustrated. 

~- School Jays in Home To~~, by A. S . Is2acs. A story of 
life in a Je ~ish boarding scho0l . 

3. In Those Days, by Judoh Steinberg . A trdn~lation of a 
Hebre\·, tale, deci,lin~ Fit}1 the life of R.us,JiDn Jer:ish 
soldiers in the time of Czar Nicholas I. 

4. Playmates in Egypt, by E. E. Levinger. Serie3 of Bi~lical 
storiss ·Noven around speci2.l Jevish fr·s tiv,:: occ( ... siol18~ 
Passover, Suk .. ~ot, Ro~h 111.-f\hanah, Yt)Pl. Kipl1ur, Shcbu 1 ot, 
Tish'ah be-ab, Purim, HanukkDh , SRbbath of Con3olntion 
and Lag be-'Oraer. 

5. Power of Purim and Other Pl~ys, by Irma Kr0ft. Five dcli~ht 
ful one-act plays th~t help to stir the child's imaz in~tion. 

6. Thin;.~ and Tho.nl·:, by G. W. Cooper. The boyhood story of 
Sir Moses Montefiorc in roue.nce farm. 

Ix L1t:GEND::::, ~ . -
1. Wonder Tal8s of Bible Days, by~- E. Levinger. Talmudic 

legends retold for JeFish children. 

~. Legends of Palestine, by Z. Viln2y .. . lrl stories. 68 illus. 
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1113".EWvIBR .BOOKS IN EVERY JEVVISH HOME 11 

BOOKS TO WHICH YOO ARE ENTITLED FOR ENROLLING A I.1EMBEH 
IN THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 

tiMENASSEH BEN ISRAEL n 
By 

Cecil Roth 

Presents an interesting picture of the life and times of 
Menasseh ben Israel, often referred to as the founder of 
Anglo-Jewry. The scene moves through the seventeenth 
century from the Netherlands to England, and reveals, in 
striking passages, Cromwell's statesmanship and his atti
toward the Jews. Menasseh ben Israel carried on a volum
inous correspondence with mruzy of the outstanding scholars 
of his time and his interesting character is well reflect
ed in the fine writing of Doctor Roth. 

Price $2.50 (plus postage) 

"THE DECAY OF CZARISM1t 
By 

Alexander B. Tager 

This important historical work is the complete account of 
the BEILISS TRIAL during which the charge of 11 ritual mur
der" was disproved in the Russian courts. Commenting on 
the intrigue and conspiracy among hi~h officials of the 
government the New York Times said (July 8, 1934):- "No 
greater judicial farce has ever been acted than the Beiliss 
trial. The Russian government used every power and strata
gem to arouse Russia and the world against the Jews and 
the defendant and paid no heed to the facts in the case. 11 

Translated from the original Russian - Based on unpublished 
material in the Russian archives - Illustrated - 270 pages
cloth bound. 

Price $2.50 (plus postage) 
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Rabbi A.H. Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear rt bbi Silver: 

Janu ncy 17 
1 3 6. 

Dr. Otto Levita, a Germ an immigrant has 
recently been appointed es rep resent-
a ti ve of our Society. e wlll shortly 
visit Cleveland, in an effort to inc re se 
our member ship ln you r city. All co per
a ti on that you may give this gentleman 
will be greatly appreciated. 

Your interest in and cooperation w:tth the 
work of our society in the past is a pre
ciated. It is our hope that we may contin
uously serve you ri th our publications. 

LEL: RB. 

~(.~ 
Leonard E. Liss, for the 

JE ISH PUBLIC TI0N SOCI~TY. 

TREASURl:111 

SECllll:TAIIY 
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Secretary 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Gentlemen: 

At the meeting of the Publication Committee on Sunday, 
December 7, the following were reco.iD.IIlended by the 
Publication Committee to the Board of Trustees as 
members of the Publication committee: 

l. Dr. Nathan Goodman 
2. Mr. Edwin Wolf, 2nd 
3. Rev. Dr. Mortimer J. Cohen 
4. Rev. Dr. William H. Fineshriber 
5. Dr. Abram Leon Sachar 

Inasmuch as we are planning to print new stationery 
in connection with our moving, and since we desire 
to have the names of all members of the publication 
committee on this stationery, will you kindly vote 
on the above nominees? Unless we hear from you to 
the contrary within ten days, may we register your 
vote as favoring the addition of these geailemen to 
the Publication Committee? 

,.,.. ~ordially you~, w ~ ( l ........ .-.~ ... 

/

MAURIC~" 
Executive Sec etary 

December 9, 1936 

• JEWISH BOOKS IN EVERY JEWISH HOME • 



THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY of AMERICA 

" 225 SOUTH FIFTEENTH STREET • • PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICERS 

--o---
J. SOLIS·COHEN, J1.., Pmfdent 

Hon. HORACE STERN, Vicc-Pmfdrnc 

HOWARD A. WOLF, 'frnuure, 

--o--
Honorary Vice-Presidents 

baac W. Bernheim, Denver 
Rev. Dr. Henry Cohen, Galveston 
Hon. Abram I. Elkua, New Yo,Jt Cit, 
Hon. S. W. Jacob,, Montreal 
Louit E. Kirtte.in, Boston 
Hon. Julian W. Mack, New Torlt Cit, 
Hon. Simon W. Rosendale, Albany 
Hon. Murray Scasonaood, Cincinnati 
Hon. M. C. Slosa, San Francisco 
Rev. Dr. Jo,eph Stob, Chicago 

- --o- -
Trustees 

Marcu• Aaron, Pimbu,gh 
Dr. Cyru• Adler, PhiladelphliJ 
Philip Amram, Philadelphia 
Edward Baker, Clc11cla11d 
Hart Blumenthal, Philadelphia 
J. Solis•Cohen, Jr., Philadelph14 
Bernard L. Frankel, Philadelphia 
Lionel Friedmann, Philadelphia 
Dr. Julius Grodinaky, Jenlt111town 
Rev. Dr. Nathan Krau, New Yo,Jt Cit1 
S. Chas. Lamport, New York Cit, 
Louia E. Levinthal, Philadclpliia 
Howard S. Levy, Philadelphia 
Hon. Wm. M. Lewis, Philadelphia 
Rev. Dr. Louie L. Mann, Chicago 
Simon Miller, Philadelphia 
Carl H. Pfouheimer, New 'Yorlt City 
Dr. A. S. W. Roeenbach, New Yorlt Cicy 
Frank J. Rubenstein, Baltimore 
Dr. Frank l. Schechter, New Yo,Jt City 
Harry Scherman, New Yorlt City 
Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Cle11ellJnd 
Hon. Meier Steinbrink, Brooklyn 
Hon. Horace Stem, Philadelphia 
A. Leo. Weil, Pittsburgh 
Edwin Wolf, 2nd, PhiladelphliJ 
Howard A. Wolf, PhiladelphilJ 
Ralph Wolf, New Torlt City 

---o- -
Publication Committee 

Dr. Cyrus Adler, Philadelphia 
Rev. Dr. Mortimer J. Cohen, Philadelphf41 
J. Solia,Cohcn, Jr., Philadelphia 
Dr. Solomon Solia•Cohen, Philadclphi& 
Rev. Dr. H. W. Ettelaon, Memphis 
Rev. Dr. William H. Fineahriber, PhillJ. 
Bernard L. Frankel, Philadelphi& 
Felix N. Gereon, Philadelphia 
Dr. Nathan G. Goodman, Philadelphl11 
Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Philadelphia 
.IJr. laaac Huaik, PeastcTVillc 
Rev. Dr. Mu D. Klein, Philadclphill 
Louie E. Levinthal, PhlladelphilJ 
Dr. Ale:rander Mau, New To,, City 
Simon Miller, Philodelphi11 
Rev. Dr. Julian Morgenatem, Cincln1111ti 
Rev. Dr. David Philipaon, Cincinnati 
Dr. Jo89>h Reider, Philad~lphi11 
Dr. A. 5. W. Roaenbach, ]'{cw 'Yo,Jt City 
Dr. Abram L. Sachar, Champaign 
Dr. Prank I. Schechter, New Yo,~ City 
Rev. Dr. Samuel Schulman, N. 'Y. City 
Rev. Dr. Sidney S. Tedeache, BrooJtlyn 
Edwin Wolf, 2nd, Philadclphi11 

DR. ISA.AC HUSilC, Editor 

Jewish Classics Committee 
Dr. Cyrua Adler, Chairman, Philadclpli" 
Dr. Solomon Solia,Coben, Philodclphi• 
Dr. Israel Davidson, New To,, Cit, 
Dr. Louis Ginzberg, New Yorlt City 
Dr. Jacob Z. Lauterbach, Cincinnati 
Dr. Aluander Marll, New Yo,~ Cit, 
Rev. Dr. David Pbilipaon, Cincinuti 
Rev. Dr. Samuel Schulman, N. T. Cit1 

---0--

MAURICE JACOBS, Sccrru" 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ·1~ver 
l 'he Temple 
Cleveland, U. 

Ay dear Rabbi 8ilver: 

!{arch~, 19 7 

We are very anxious to have your picture for use 
in our publicity, and for general use at the 
office. 

At your earliest convenience, will you please 
send us your latest photograph from which we 
can make a cut? The photograph will be returned 
if you so desire. 

You may be interested in knowing that the new 
executive offices are complete, and represent 
a very forward move for the Society. 

We look forward to an increase in memberships, 
booksales, and composition work for the Hebrew 
Press during 1937, and appreciate all the co
operation you have given us to further the 
interests of the Society. 

MJtp 

• 

Cordially yours, 
( 

~lk_ 

~URIC 
Execut 

JEWISH BOOKS EVERT JEWISH HOME • 



llarch 10, L 2 7 

r • . aurice Jacobs, - c tive Secrota , 
The Je iah iublication SocietJ or Nn •rica, 
2'5 South Fift enth Stre t, 
Phil&delphi, Pa. 

dear r. Jacobea 

Enclosed he • ,, th ie a 
lve ,._.r :' u re et 

oto r ph ot 
:-ch 9. 

V-r sine r 1~ ur~, 

'-,;ocret o ... al i c11v r. 
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MAURICE JACOBS, Semta,, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

1y dear Rabbi Silver: 

I ay 10, 1937 

I take great pleasure in informing you that at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society held on Sunda, May 9 , 
in Philadelphia, you were re-elected as a member of 
our Board of Trustees for three years . 

I note from our Anglo-Jewish press that you are to 
be be in Philadelphia on l;Iay ] 8. Ma:r I extend to 
vu cordial inv tution to visit o,y n w o~f OP~ 

which are in the heart of r.he city, ~i e~tly opposite 
the Academ nf usic? 

I would like you to see our new "set-up" and see how 
the machinery works at the Society's headquarters . 

• JEWISH BOOKS 

Cordially yours, 

MAURICE 
Executiv 

I]x EVERT JEWISH HOME • 



May 12, 19~7 

Mr. Maurice Jacobs, txecutive Socretar/, 
lewish Publication ~ociety of America, 
225 South Fifteenth Street, 
Philadelphia• a. 

M dear Mr. Jacobar 

Permit me to acknowledge receipt of ~our kind 
letter of May 10. I want to thank th Jewish ?ublication 
Society for tie honor of re-electing me as a member of 
the Board of Trustees. While I have not had the oppnrtunity 
of attending many meetings, I have follo ed up the work ot 
t he J ewieh Publication Society ''-th the keene t interest 
for I regard it as an essential contribution to the life 
of our people in this countr. 

Very cordially yourA, 

AHSaBK 

• 
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MAURICE JACOBS, Secr,ury 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

Ly dear ha.bbi Silver: 

December lu , 19u7. 

I will be in Cleveland from December 28th ri~ht 
through to the first of the year , attendinp the 
Convention of the Phi :Epsilon Pi Praternity , of which 
I happen to be the ~ecretary . 

I was deli hted to note that you are to be our keynote 
speaker and am sure you will have a real messa e for 
the college Alumni and u dergraduates . 

hile in Cleveland I would like to spend a little time 
with you, discuss i n~ the ·ocjety, its work, its plans 
and policies , and our possibilities of doinP a better 
job in Cleveland than we are now doin • .1th the 
advent of the Fiftieth Anniversary , we want to expand 
wherever possible and it strikes me that Cleveland 
offers a very aood opportunity for development . 

lr . E • . • Baker , a fellow member of the Board , has 
asked me to drop into see him and I will et his 
view also. 

Should you have a moment in our busy day, I wish you 
would make some notes as to your sug estions on the 
procedure. 

1th cordial greetings and look ng forward to seein 
you in Cleveland , I am 

Cordiall 

:J:C 

• JEWISH BOOKS IN: EVERT JEWISH HOME • 
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1204 PACKARD BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA 

October 20, 1938 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

At the request of the Officers and Board of 
Trustees of the Jewish Publication Society 
of America, Dr. Cyrus Adler has accepted the 
Honorary Chairmanship of their JuQilee Cele
bration Committee ror Philadelphia, and I 
have accepted the Chairmanship. 

I am very eager to have you serve on the 
General Committee to arr.ange a proper 
observance of this Philadelphia-founded 
1nstitut1on 1s fifty years of activity on 
behalf of Jewish literature. 

There will be few meetings of the Committee., 
but I want to feel free to call on you for 
advice and aid from time to time. 

At present we are planning to hold an his
torical meeting on the afternoon of Sunday, 
December 11th, and a formal banquet that 
evening. 

Will you please sign the enclosed card and 
return it to me, so as to assure me that I 
will have your help. 

Cordially yours, 

MW 1 P 
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MAURICE JACOBS, Executive Director 

Rabbi bba Hillel ~ilver , 
e Temple , 

E . 105th St . & nsel Road, 
Clevelanc , Ohio . 

.. 'ly dear Rabbi Silver :-

February 8 , 1939 . 

For some time 
mernbershi i 
call on you 
b oth so busy 

our ~ociety has been hoping to increase its 
Cl eveland , but we have not fe l t it fair to 

or r\:r . Baker to do this work , since you are 
with other com..~W1.al a c tivities . 

Our Rabbi Louis J . Haas is com ng to Cleveland on the 
2?th to inaugurate his work for the Society • .rabbi Haas 
does not have sensational metho s of increasing our mem
bership through city wide campaiens or any of that te ch
nique . He speaks befor e Br ot her hoous , &isterhoo s , ~tudy 
Gr oups , Hada.ssah, Council of Jewish ✓omen , etc ., and then 
follows up these leads with pe rs onal visi ts . 

le do need your coopera tion when he comes to Cleve l and 
and that coope r ation can be in the form of letters of 
i ntr oduction , lists which he can fo llow and counse l as 
t o how bes t to approach the Cl eveland communi t y . 

abbi Haas' work in Boston , Baltl:nore , ~ ashinr ton, De
tro i t and Pi ttsbur Gh has res ul t ed i n vast l y ncreased 
membership and we all fee l r ather cer t ain that t his 
work can be duplicated in your c ity . 

I assure you that any help which you will give h im will 
be deeply appre c iated by t he Board of Trustees . 

r. J :RB 

• 

Cordially yours , 

V. 

C::::::: 1 U' I CE J 
Execut ive rector ._, 

JEWISH BOOKS IN EVERT JEWISH HOMB • 
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MAURICE JACOBS, Executive Director 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
'1.1he Temple, 
East 105th 
Cleveland, 

t. & Ansel Rd., 
Ohio. 

My dear Doctor Silver: 

March 28, 1939 

I am very grateful to you for the marked copy of the 
Temple Bulletin of March 26th, which contains an 
announcement of our Society's work, and mentions the 
fact that Rabbi Haas is now in Cleveland in our behalf. 

Publicity of this type is var desirable, and sho ld 
mean a r,reat deal to Rabbi Haas in his work. 

Cleveland has not been very well represented in the 
past from the standpoint of membership, but Rabbi Haas 
is very rapidly expandinp the membership list of the 
Society. When he completes his work within a few wee~s, 
we feel sure that Cleveland will rank high in our mem
bership rolls. 

With sincere thanks for the splendid co-operation you 
have always given us, I am 

MJ'P 

• 

Cordially yours, 

.~ 
l't1AURICE I ACOBS 
Executiv• Director 

JBWISH BOOKS I~ BV.ER'Y J.EWISH HOMB • 

• 
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MAUP.ICB JACOBS, Eanaaiv1 Dim&o, 

Ra Jb1 Abba 1 illel 3ilver, 
mhe Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

September 27,140 

May I take this opportunity of expressing to you, on 
behalf of the Officers and the " .Official Family" of 
The Jewish Publication Society of America, our 
sincere thanks for the splendid cooperation you 
accorded us during the year 5700. Your Society has 
progressed again during this past year, and this 
progress is due to the wholesome cooperation which 
we received from you and your colleagues. 

We look forward to the year 5701 wi t h continued 
optimism. 

May I be privileged to add a personal note of thanks 
for the cooperation you gave me last year. 

With every good wish to you on the New Year, I am 

MJ:RU 

• 

Cordially yours, 

MAURICE 
Executiv 

JEWISH BOOKS l"N EVERT JEWISH HOME • 
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Cleveland, hio . 

Hy dear Dr . Silver: 

October 22 , 1940 . 

ahbi 1 )Uis J . Haas , our Extens on 
plannin[•' to cone to Cl v lnr,d next 
our me be1·s..:~ .. p ro l l in our city . 

Director, is 
week to enlarre 

i aJ I res)ectful.Ly 
mal nr~ it pos sj ble 
as rnany e1i1ber s of 

<,;.s:c or 
for him 
yom· Con 

rour coo )e ra t on in 
C 

to tell our stor, to 
~egation as ooss"ble? 

abb i :1aas will 
courtusy villi ch 
al preciated b. 

. tJ : HB 

call 01 you 0erson 11, a6 anr 
you will extend to him will be 
us . 

I 

Corcfl ally yours , 
/ 

"}/ 

• _ ,r ,. ~ · c_9 

~ - _rH11J1 ICL 
Executive 

1 
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MINUTES 
of the 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
of the 

JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

June 4, 1941 

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Jewish Publication Society of 
America was held at the Executive Offices of the Society, 320 Lewis 
Tower, on Wednesday afte:i.'noon, June 4th, at 3 :30 P.M. The following 
members were present: Mr. Bernard L. Frankel, Hon. Louis E. Levinthal, 
Mr, Howards. Levy, Mr. Edward A. Norman, Hon. Horace Stern, Mr. Edwin 
Wolf, 2nd, Mr. Howard A, Wolf, the Editor, Dr. Solomon Grayzel, the 
President, Mr. J, Solis-Cohen, Jr., presiding, and the Executive 
Director, Mr. Maurice Jacobs. 

REGRETS: 

Regrets were received from the following who were unable to attend: 
Mr. Philip Amram, Mr. Edward Baker, Mr. Lionel Friedmann, Rev. Dr, 
Nathan Krass, Mr, Samuel c. Lamport, Rev. Dr, Louis L, Mann, Mr. Carl 
H. Pforzheimer, Mr. Franl{ J, Rubenstein and Mr. Harry Scherman-. 

I - RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE: 

The Executive Director read seriatim the recommendations of the Publi
cation Committee made on May 11th, and the action of the Board of 
Trustees follows: 

1, NEW VOLUME ON ZIONISM 

The Publication Committee reconnnended that Dr, Simon Halkin be invited 
by the Society to write a new book on ZIONISM. Inasmuch as Dr, Halkin 
is writing a volume on Zionism, the Board of Trustees instructed the 
Editor to write to Dr. Halkin and ask him to submit his manuscript when 
completed, to be referred to the Publication Committee in the usual 
manner, 

2 • MYST IC ISM 

The Publication Committee had recommended for two consecutive years 
that Dr, Gerson Scholem of the Hebrew University in Palestine be 
invited to write a volume on MYSTICISM• The Editor was instructed to 
write to Dr. Scholem, suggesting that he write such a book for the 
Society, without any obligation on our part to publish the book, with 
the understanding that if the manuscript is acceptable to the Society, 
and if we have Dr, Scholem's permission to have a free translation 
suitable to American readers, the manuscript would be published. 

3. KARAISM 

The Publication Committee had recommended that Dr. s. Assaf of the 
Hebrew University be asked to write a volume on KARAISM. In view of 
a recent letter from Dr, Raphael Mahler that he was working on such a 
volume, the invitation to Dr, Assaf was not to be extended at this time. 
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4. BIOGRAPHICAL SERIES 

The Publication Committee had recommended that we undertake the publi
cation of biographies of SAMUEL DAVID LUZATTO, AHAD HA'AM, JOSEPH 
JACOBS, ABRAHAM IBN EZRA, JOSEPH OF NAXOS and HAYYIM NAHMAN BIALIK. 
It had further recommended that Mr. Leon Simon be invited to become the 
author on the volume on AHAD HA'AM, Cecil Roth on the volume on JOSEPH 
OF NAXOS and M. z. R. Frank on the volume on BIALIK. The Editor 
reported that Dr. Joseph Reider had submitted an outline on SAMUEL 
DAVID LUZATTO and the Board of Trustees agreed to await the submission 
of this manuscript. Since the meeting of the Publication Committee, 
the Editor had received a fictionized biography of AHAD HA'AM. It was 
the decision of the Board of Trustees not to invite Mr. Leon Simon to 
write the volume on AHAD HA'AM until a report had been received from 
our Editor on the fictionized biography. No decision was made on the 
assignment of the author on a biography of JOSEPH JACOBS. The sug
gestion of a biography of ABRAHAM IBN EZRA was referred back to the 
Publication Committee for recommendations for an author. No action 
was taken by the Board of Trustees on inviting an author to write the 
volume on JOSEPH OF NAXOS. The Editor was instructed to ask Mr. M. 
z. R. Frank to submit his manuscript on BIALIK when ready. 

5. AMERICAN JEWS by Lee M. Friedman 

This manuscript, which ha.d been unanimously recommended for publication 
by the Publication Connnittee, was accepted by the Board of Trustees. 

6. HISTORY OF THE JEVIS OF SAFED 

The Publication Committee had recommended that Dr. Gerson Scholem be 
asked to write a volume for the Jewish Community Series on the HISTORY 
OF THE JEWS OF SAFED. The Board of Trustees voted that this matter be 
deferred until the volume on MYSTICISM had been written by Dr. Scholem. 

7. NER HAMAARAVI 

The Publication Connnittee had suggested, for two consecutive years, 
that Dr. Toledano be granted a subvention of $350.00 to complete his 
admirable work on the Jews in the Moslem Areas. The Board of Trustees 
voted that because of lack of finances it was unable to grant this sub~ 
vention at this ti~e and the Editor was instructed to contact other 
organizations, including the Matz Foundation, and ask them to arrange 
for a subvention for Dr. Toledano. Dr. Toledano was to be asked to 
submit his manuscript to us for inspection and possible publication 
when ready. 

8. Linfield' s HELPS TO THE S'l'UDY OF THE BIBLE 

The Publication Committee had recommended that the Board of Trustees 
appoint a committee to meet with Dr. Harry s. Lint'ield to terminate the 
Society's agreement with him and to make a financial adjustment for the 
work already done. The Board of Trustees approved the recommendation 
for the President to appoint a committee with full power to act. 
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9. COMMENTARms 

The Publication Committee had recommended that before any further 
assignments of Commentaries, other• than the remaining books in the 
Pentateuch, that a committee of two representing the Society meet with 
a similar committee from the Commission on Jewish Education of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations and decide upon a division of 
Commentaries still to be written. The Board of Trustees concurred in 
this recommendation and the President appointed Rev. Dr. Max D. Klein, 
Chairman of the Society's Committee on Bible Aids and Commentaries, 
and the Editor, Dr. Solomon Grayzel. 

10. COMMENTARIES ON GENESIS AND EXODUS 

The Board of Trustees concurred in the recommendations of the Publi
cation Committee that an invitation be extended to Dr. Cyrus Gordon to 
write a COMMENTARY ON GENESIS and to Dr. Samuel I. Feigin to write a 
COMMENTARY ON EXODUS, with the understanding tha)t the Society was not 
obligated to accept these manuscripts unless they were approved by the 
Publication Committee and conformed with the Society's planned Commen
tary Series. 

11. REVISION OF GRAETZ 

The Publication Committee had recommended that we proceed with the plan 
for revising Graetz as passed on by the Board of Trustees in December 
1940 and that · $2,soo.oo be made available for fees to the authors to 
cover clerical help, etc. The Editor was instructed to confer with 
Dr. Alexander Marx, who had been asked to become Editor-in-Chief of the 
revision, and work out the details, bearing in mind the additional 
recommendation of the Publication Committee that a study be also ma.de 
on the advisability of making the revision an authentic translation of 
the entire Graetz and not continue the abridged translation. 

12. LIVING THOUGHTS IN MODERN JUDAISM 

The Publication Committee had recommended that we undertake the publi
cation of a volume with this suggested title which would make available 
to English readers a taste of what German Jewry had of inner life and 
inspiration. The Publication Committee had suggested that Dr. Hans 
Kohn be asked to undertake the section on Martin Buber, Henry Slonimsky 
the section on Franz Rosensweig and Leo Strauss the section on Herman 
Cohen. The Editor was instructed to communicate with the suggested 
authors and have them submit specimen chapters. 

13. THE FUTURE OF THE JEWS 

The Publication Committee had recommended that Dr. Jacob R. Marcus be 
asked to submit an outline of his plan for a volume of essays on THE 
FUTURE OF THE JE,NS, to be written by prominent Jews and non-Jews cover
ing the conditions on which peace should be made. The Board of 
Trustees voted that because of the Society's lack of funds at the 
present time it could not undertake the publication of this work and 
declined Dr. Marcus' project with sincere regrets. 
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14. JEWISH PORTRAITS by Emil B. Cohn 

The Publication Committee had recommended that the three stories sub
mitted by Dr• Cohn be accepted, that Dr. Cohn be invited to submit 
additional stories sufficient to make a complete volume with the under
standing that he would be paid for each story as it was accepted by the 
Society. The Board of Trustees voted to accept the recommendation of 
the Publication Committee, and ask Dr. Cohn to submit additional stories 
to make a complete volume with the understanding that the total hono
rarium to be paid to him would be $500.00 and that he be paid a pro
portionate amount of $500.00 for the three stories already submitted. 

15. THE RENEGADE by Ludwig Lewisohn 

The Publication Committee had recommended that the Society purchase an 
edition of this book for distribution to our members and had asked the 
Board of Trustees to take the necessary step to consummate the plan. 
The President reported on his interview and correspondence with the 
Dial Press, publishers of the volume, who were willing to postpone 
their publication from May 1941 until January 1942, sell the Society an 
edition of 4,000 flat sheets at 80¢ per set, including royalty to the 
author, and make the necessary changes in their own edition as sug
gested by our Editor. He further reported that it would be necessary 
for the Society to prepay $500.00 as part of the author's royalty. 
After a very lengthy discussion the Board of Trustees voted to purchase 
an edition of THE RENEGADE for distribution to our members as the first 
book for 1942. 

16. ANTHOLOGY OF AUTOBIOORAPHIES by Leo Schwarz 

This manuscript which had been recommended for publication jointly with 
Farrar and Rinehart by the Publication Committee was not accepted for 
publication in 1942 because of the Society's lack of funds. The 
Executive Director was instructed to communicate with Farrar and Rine
hart and explain the matter to them in detail. 

17. IN THE STEPS OF MOSES THE LAW GIVER and 
IN THE STEPS OF MOSES THE CONQUEROR by Louis Golding 

The Publication Committee had recommended that IN THE STEPS OF MOSES 
THE LAW GIVER be published by the Society, and if successful, to be 
followed by IN THE STEPS OF MOSES THE CONQUEROR. The Board of 
Trustees, because of lack of funds, found it impossible to include this 
title in the 1942 program and instructed the Editor to communicate with 
Mr. Golding and suggest that the two books be combined into a single 
volume for future publication by the Society. 

II - AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF DR. DAVID PHILIPSON 

The Executive Director read a letter from Dr. Jacob R. Marcus recom
mending that the Society purchase an edition of Dr. Philipson's Auto
biography and offer it to our members as a membership book either in 
place of the Autobiography of Dr. Adler or in place of one other book. 
The Board of Trustees voted that because of lack of funds it could not 
undertake to purchase an edition of this book. 
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III - SALVATION by Scholem Asch 

The Executive Director read a letter from Scholem Asch's publishers, 
G. p. Putnam's Sons, offering the Society 2500 bound copies of 
SALVATION at the price of 50~ per copy. The Board of Trustees re
greted its inability to purchase these books because of lack of funds. 

IV - PERMISSION TO USE BIBLE TRANSLATION 

A letter from Mr. J. Davidson, the Managing Director of the Soncino 
Press was read, asking permission to use our Bible translation in their 
proposed series of Commentaries on the Bible. Perru.ssion was granted 
with the understanding that similar permission was to be granted by 
Soncino to our Society, when needed, for use of their translation of 
the TALMUD, the MIDRASH, the ZOHAR, etc. 

V - REQUEST OF SONCINO PRESS 

The request of the Soncino Press that the Society purchase some of 
their publications for resale in America was declined because of lack 
of funds. A proposal made by us to soncino that they collect monies 
due us in England and send us some of their books in return was not 
accepted by them. A second proposal that Soncino send us some of 
their books on consignment was also not accepted by them. 

VI - Hertz' PENTATEUCH and HAFTORAHS 

The Executive Director reported that an Americ~n Edition of this book 
would soon be published. The Society had granted Dr. Hertz permission 
to use our translation for his original edition. It was the opinion 
of the Board of Trustees that a diplomatic letter should be written to 
Dr. Hertz, suggesting that since royalties were being paid to him by 
the American publisher, that a part of this royalty should be paid to 
the Society for the use of its Bible translation. 

VII - CONTEMPORARY JEWISH RECORD 

The American Jewish Committee had suggested that the Society join with 
them in the publication of the Contemporary Jewish Record or make 
arrangements for distribution of the Record to our members on several 
different bases. The Board of Trustees declined the invitation at the 
present time because of lack of funds. 

VIII - SUGGESTION TO STORE PLATES OF FOREIGN JEWISH BOOKS IN AMERICA 

Dr. Jacob R. Marcus had recommended that the Society correspond with 
Soncino and the Palestinian publishers and recommend that they store 
their plates in America until after the war. The Executive Director 
was asked to communicate with the publishers and report back to the 
Board of Trustees. 

The meeting adjourned at 6 o'clock. 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Gentlemen: 

A meeting of the Board of Trustees will be held 
at the Executive Offices of the Society, 320 
Lewis Tower, 225 South 15th Street, on Monday 
afternoon, June 8th, at 3:30 P.M. 

Since so few calls are made on members of our 
Board of Trustees to attend meetings, our 
President has requested that you set aside the 
late afternoon for the careful consideration 
of the Society's problems arising from the 
present difficult days. 

Please return the enclosed postcard signifying 
your intention to attend this meeting. 

MJ:RU 
Enc. 

• 

Cordially yours, 

~ 

MAURIC 0~ 
Execut Director 

]BWlSH BOOJCS IN BVBRT JBWISH HOMB • 
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CONFIDENTIAL I 

MINUTES 
JOIHT MEETIIJG of 

PUBLICATIOIJ COM~'!ITTEE and BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
THE JE1VISII PUBLICArrION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

D~CEMBER 10, 4 

A joint meeting of the Publication Committee and the Board of 
Trustees of The Jewish Publication Society of America was held at 
the Warwick Hotel , Philadelphia, on Sunday, December 10, 19·11. 

L1II:MBERS PRESENT : 

The following members of the Publication Committee and the Board of 
Trustees were present: ~r . J. Solis-Cohen Jr., President; Juetice 
IIorace Stern, Vice-President; Howard A. Wolf , Treasurer; Bernard L. 
·?rankel, Lionel Friedmann , Rev . Dr. Nathan Krass, Judge Louis E. 
Levinthal, Chairman of the Publication Committee; Howard S. Levy, 
Slmon Miller, Frank J. Rubenstein, Dr. Salo W. Baron, Dr. Joshua 
Bloch, Felix N. Gerson, Henry Ilurwitz, Dr. Louis L. Kaplan, Dr. 
Jacob F. Marcus , Dr. Alexander Marx , Albert Mardell, Rev. Dr. David 
Philipson , Dr. Joseph Reider, Harry Schneiderman, Dr. Shalom Spiegel, 
Rev. Dr. Sidney S. Tedesche, Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Editor; and 
Maurice Jacobs, Executive Vice-President. 

The meeting was opened by the President, who welcomed the members 
of the Board and the Publication Committee and stated that the pur
pose of the joint meeting was to review the work of the past year 
and to expedite the business of The Society as much as possible. 
Ho extended a special welcome to Dr. Todesche, who was attending 
his initial :m.eetinf; as a member of the Publication Committee. 

Judge Louis E. Levinthal, as Chairman of the Publication Committee, 
assumed the chairmanship of the meeting and thanked thu Board of 
Trust0us for the splendid cooperation which they continued to civc 
the Publication Cornmi ttoo. 

Der Sohn des verlore,non Sollne s ( T!IE SON OF 7~IE LOST SOlJ) , by 
Soma I\:1orgonst.ern: --

This publication had been approved by a mail voto of tho Publication 
Committee and the matter was placed before the Board for ratifica
tion. The book was unanimou$ly accepted for publication with tho 
suggestion that a better title be found for the book, that we exer
cise groat care in tho selection of a translator, that tho Sophardic 
spelling be used throughout in accordance with tho tradition of rrhe 
Jewish Publication Society and that a footnote bo added in the 
introduction explaining our reason for the change from Ashkenazic 
to Sephardic spelling. 
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PATHWAYS THROUGH THE BIBLE, The Holy Scriptures prepared for Young 
Readers, by Mortimer J. Cohen: 

Upon unanimous recommendation of the Publication Committee, the 
Board voted to publish this book, both as a single volume and in two 
volumes for use in schools. Illustrators suggested were Glicenstein 
aud Temima Nimtzowitz Gezari. It was also suggested that new maps 
be used similar to those which have appeared in the recent Palestine 
Atlas or Nelson Glueck's maps which appeared in a recent issue of 
the National Geographic Magazine. 

ESSAYS IN JEWISH BIBLIOGRAPHY, by Alexander Marx: 

Dr. Marx. reported that he was wor'king on his manuscript and hoped 
to have the copy ready during 1945. 

THE ALEPH-BET S'l10RY BOOK, by Deborah Pessin: 

This manuscript was unanimously approved by the Publication Com
mittee and accepted for publication by the Board of Trustees as a 
half -book. 

THE NIGHTING/1.LE' S SONG , by Dorothy Alofsin: 

This manuscript was unanimously recommended by the Publication Com
mittee and accepted for publication by the Board of Trustees as e. 
half-book. 

REMBRANDT, 11HE JEWS AND THE BIBLE, by Fr~nz Landsberger : 

This manuscript was unanimously app:roved by the Publication Com
mittee and accepted for publication by the Board, with the recom
mendation that Dr . Landsberger be asked to include more about 
1Iollru1d and more about Rembrandt . The Board and the Publication 
Committee were advised that the initial cost of this book would be 
expensive , but that it would be a steady seller and eventually 
would become a very profitable book for Tho Society. 

Die S0inen Namen Heilig ten ( THEY VfrlO SANCTIFIED HIS NAME), by 
Selma Stern Tailblur: 

This manuscript was recommended for publication by the Publication 
Committee and accepted by the Board as a 1946 publication. The 
Editor was cautioned to choose a very good translator for this book. 

OllT OF ENDLESS YEARNI1TGS, by C. Davidson: 

After very caro.ful consideration, tho Publication Committeo could 
not recommend the publication of this manuscript. 

THE STORY OF MY PEOPLE, by Solomon Grayzol: 

This manuscript was unanimously r'ecommonded by the Publication Com
mi ttoo and accepted by the Board for publication in 1946 in two 
styles, a single book for gonoral distribution und in two volwnos 
for school purpos0s. 



- 3 -

HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF KURDISTA1J, by Erich Brauer: 

It was decided to have two additional readers whose reports would 
be considered at the next meeting of the Publication Committee and 
a definite decision arrived at. 

JUDAH TOURO, by Leon Huhner: 

This manuscript was accepted for publication as a half-book with 
the understanding that we secure the author's permission to revtrite 
it in a style that would be satisfactory to The Society. 

-r.·· •r c::,;:r , ... OUTTI A'I1 lUAR b I r., R t h J.~v w .• .1. .1. v~ , y saac 1::!... _ on C : 

This manuscript was declined. 

JEWISII LIFE IN THE MIDDLE AGES, by Israel Abr•ahams: 

Upon recommendation of the Publication Committee, the Board voted 
to reprint this book as originally published, vlith Abrahams' mar
ginal notes and Roth's bibliography. This is to be published dur
ing a year when The Society has not sufficient manuscripts to com
plete its quota. 

HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF ITALY, by Cecil Roth: 

Upon the unanimous recommendation of the Publication Committee, the 
Board accepted this manuscript as a 1945 publication. 

HEBREW ... EPGLISH BIBLE: 

After considerable discussion, the following motion by the Publi
cation Committee was referred to the Board for action: "That we 
recommend to the Board of Trustees the publication of a Hebrew
English Bible, using the text of the Hebrew University Bible, if 
satisfactory to a committee of our scholars. ,r This recommendation 
was accepted by the Board of Trustees . :· 

-:~0:n De:c . 14,1944,a meeting was held at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, 
Philadelphia, between Dr . Leon Roth of the Hebrew University and 
Mr. Samuel B. Finkel, Director of the American Friends of the Hebrew 
University, and the followinc group representing The Society: 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal; Messrs. Bernard L. Frankel, Howard S. Levy, 
Simon Miller and Albert Mardell; Drs. Mortimer J. Cohen, William H. 
Fineshriber, Max D. Klein and Jose ph Reider; Dr. Solomon Grayzel, 
Editor; and Mr . Maurice Jacobs, Executive Vice-President. At this 
meeting, Dr . Roth was asked to request Dr. Jud~1 L. Magnes, of the 
Ho brew University, to send ~I.1he Society photos ta tic copies of the 
text already prepared by the University scholars . These srunplos 
would be submitted to a group of our own scholars and then a report 
would be made to the Publication Committee and to the Board as to 
whether or not The Society should use the Hebrew University text or 
prGparc its own text. It was made very clear at the m0eting that 
The Society would very definitely set up its own Hebrew text and 
that th0 Hebrew University could set its own text. 
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ANTHOLOGY OF HASIDIC SONG, by A. W. Binder: 

This manuscript was recommended to the Board o.f Trustees for publi
cation as a commercial venture but not as a membership book . It 
was made clear at the meetinG that the Hillel Foundations would ad
vance ~l,000 . 00 toward the publication of the book and this ~l,000 . 00 
would cover advance payments on copies of the book they were to re
ceive . The balance of the money felt necessary to publish this book, 
~'~ l, 500 . 00, would be advanced by The Society. The recommendation was 
approved by the Board . 

rl1HE AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK: 

Mr . Frankel, solicitor for The Society, reported that The Society 
was threatened with a libel suit because of certain statements made 
in Volume 46 of 'J.11IE YEAR BOOK to which objection had been taken by 
the Emergency Committee for the Rescue of European Jews . It was 
Mr . Frankel ' s opinion that the statements were not libelous. The 
matter was placed in Mr. Frankel's hands . 

The meeting adjourned at 1 : 00 o'clock for lunch, at which time the 
Executive Vice-President made his report, which is attached her e to . 

At the conclusion of the report, the j oint mee ting was reconvened . 
The President commented that he cons idere d the report one of the 
finest reports of what The Society was doing in American Jewish life 
and that the report was an eye-opener to many who had not been as 
close to the work as himself or Judge Levinthal . 

In discussing some of the recommendations made in tho report, it 
was decided that all future meetings of the Publication Committee 
and th o Board of Trustees would be joint mee tings whe rever possible . 

It was unanimously voted that the thanks of tho Boar d of Trustees 
and the Publication Committee be extended to the Executive Vic e 
President and to the staff for the work accomplished . 

THE DUKE OF NAXOS (JOSEPH NASI) AND DONA GRACIA, by Cecil Roth : 

It was recommended by the Publication Committee and approved by the 
Board that Dr . Cecil Roth be informed that it was the sense of the 
meeting that we would be interested in a book on both of these sub
jects, preferably in one volwne, but that we would not turn down 
two separate volumes . There was no definite commitment to Dr . Roth 
on these books . 



.. 

- 5 -

THE JEWS OF PERSIA, by Walter Fischel: 

This manuscript, which was written on contract, had been read only 
by one reader, who felt that the whole work needed complete rewrit
ing. The Editor recommended that Dr. Fischel be informed of the 
attitude of the Publication Committee and that it be suggested to 
him that it be rewritten by someone else before acceptance for 
publication. 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN AMERICA, by Anita Lebeson: 

'This manuscript, the second to be submitted to us under our joint 
publication arrangement with the Hillel Foundations, would be ready 
in 1945 as a 1946 publication. The Editor reported that this was a 
very promising manuscript. 

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH PROBLEMS, by Jacob J. Weinstein: 

This manuscript, the third to be submitted to us under our joint 
publication arrangement with the Hillel Foundations, would be ready 
in 1946 as a 1947 publication. The Editor reported that this was a 
very promising manuscript. 

JEWISH PORTRAITS, by Emil Bernhard Cohn: 

Additional stories submitted by Dr. Cohn were to be sent to readers. 
Dr. Philipson, Dr. Krass and Mr. Gerson volunteered to read these. 
Three of the ten stories proposed for this book have already been 
accepted and as soon as seven additional stories are approved the 
manuscript will be published. 

ISAAC LEESER, by Emily Solis-Cohen Jr.: 

The Editor reported that the manuscript was almost ready for sub
mission and expected it to be delivered within two· or three months. 

THE LAWS OF THE ANCIEN'l1 EAsrr, by Ph. Korngrun: 

This manuscript was not accepted for publication. 

THE ABODE OF LIFE, by David de Sola Pool: 

This manuscript was not accepted for publication. It was the 
opinion of the Publication Committee that this was an important 
manuscript and should be published, b4t that it could not fit into 
the program of The Jewish Publication Society and should be pub 
lished either by the American Jewish Historical Society or by the 
Congregation Shearith Israel. 

CHILDREN'S HAGGADAH, by Emil Bernhard· Cohn: 

This manuscript was not accepted for publication. 
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Gesc~ichte der Juden, by Simon Dubnow: 

The Editor was asked to communicate with Simon Dubnow's dauchter to 
inquire whether there was a translation in English. The matter was 
then to be discussed at the next meeting. Dr. Joshua Bloch stated 
that he felt that our Graetz HISTORY OF THE JEWS would become obso
lete once Dubnow was translated. 

AHT IN THE JEWISH PAST, by Rachel Wischnitzer-Bernstein: 

The Publication Committee recommended that Mrs. Wischnitzer be asked 
to prepare a manuscript on ART IN THE J::J:WISH PAST and the recommenda
tion was concurred in by the Board of Trustees. No commitment was 
to be given to Mrs. Wischnitzer. 

The meeting of the Publication Committee adjoui'ned at 4:00 o'clock. 

Mr. Solis-Cohen resumed the Chair to conduct the meeting of the Board 
of Trustees. 

EMPLOYMENT OF FULL-TIME EDITOR: 

Dr. Solomon Grayzel was informed by the President that the Board had 
authorized him to offer him the position of full-time Editor. The 
position was accepted by Dr. Grayzel. Until he completed his work 
at Gratz College for the 1944-1945 academic year, his time would have 
to be divided between both institutions with an equitable arrangement 
for payment. 

SALARY OF THE EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT: 

The Board unanimously approved the recommendation made by the Pres
ident and the Treasurer for the compensation of the Executive Vice
Prefident for the year 1944. 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE: 

The President reported that a settlement had been made with the 
United Synagogue whereby a cash payment of 02,000.00 liquidated the 
debt which had been on our books since 1926. The settlement was 
approved by a unanimous vote of the Board and the money held for im
provements at the Press. 

PENSION PLAN: 

Mr. Frank J. Rubenstein, Chairman of this Committee, made a prelim
inary report which was referred back to a larger committee for study. 
The additions to the Committee were Mr. Bernard L. Frankel, the 
President, the Treasurer and the Executive Vice-PrePident.~r 

-::-A meeting of this special Cammi t tee was held on Monday, January 29, 
1945, to discuss the whole plan. The project will be presented at 
the next meeting of the Board. 
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CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE: 

Mr. Frank J. Rubenstein, Chairman of the Committee, asked that addi
tional members be appointed to this Committee, so that a new Consti
tution might be reported on at the next meeting. 

HILLEL PUBLICATION PROGRAM: 

The Executive Vice-President reported on the conference held with 
Dr. Sachar regarding the incorporation of the B'nai B'rith Hillel 
publication plan with that of The Society. A copy of Dr. Sachar's 
letter is attached for the record. The Executive Vice-President re
ported that HARVEST IN THE DESERT was the first book on the joint 
arrangement and that the plan had worked out splendidly. Hillel 
or~dered 5,000 copies of the book, which made it possible to print a 
large edition. He considered this matter most important and urged 
the Publication Committee and the Board to accept Dr. Sachar's plan. 
It would mean distribution to young people all over the country, 
give them access to the works of The Society, widen the distribution 
of The Society's books and lower the cost of publication. By having 
the Hillel Foundations join with The Society in thei1' publication 
program, it would also help to eliminate duplication of effort in 
American Jewish life. By a unanimous vote, the plan proposed by Dr. 
Sachar was accepted in principle and tl1e Executive Vice-President 
was instructed to work out the final details for submission to the 
Board and the Publication Committoe. 

THE JEWISH CARAVAN and A GOLDEN TTIEASURY OF JEWISH LITERAI'UHE, 
by Leo W. Schwa1~z: 

The Executive Vice-President was instructed to work out a joint pub
lication arrangement with Farrar and Rinehart, the cost to us, i n
cluding royalties, not to exceed $1.00 p0r copy. 

ZANGWILL FLA TES: 

The Executive Vice-President was authorized to purchase several of 
the Zangwill plates from tho Macmillan Company and to r eprint these, 
when pape:r" was available, in our cheaper s 0ries. 

BOOKS FO R THE ECOLE RABEINIQUE, PARIS: 

The Board voted unanimously to accede to the request of ·Baron Edouard 
de Rothschild to zend, when possible, a set of the complete works of 
The Society to the Ecole Rabblnique in Paris . 

POCKET BOOKS: 

T~o Executive Vice-President reported that there was a very distinct 
possibility, after the War, of bringing out a pocket edition of some 
of The Society's books to retail at 25t. Based on our experience 
with the Jewish Welfare Board books, these books could be produced 
for 15¢ or i.mder. He felt there was a large market available for 
books of this type. 
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CONTACT WITH COMMERCIAL PUBLISHERS: 

The Executive Vice-President reported that after the last meetings of 
the Board of Trustees and the Publication Committee, a letter had 
been directed to every commercial publisher in America ask.ing that 
manuscripts of Jewish interest be referred to The Society for separ
ate publication or for joint publication. Not a slngle worth-while 
manuscript had been received in eighteen months. 

ELECTIONS TO THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE: 

By a unanimous vote of the Board, the Rev. Dr. Joshua L. Liebman of 
Boston, the Rev. Dr. Solomon B. Freehof of Pittsburgh and Mr. Ben 
Rosen, Executive Director of the American Association for Jewish Edu
cation, were elected to the Publication Committee. (Mr. Rosen died 
on December 24, 1944.) 

The Executive Vice-President recommended the election of the Presi
d~nts of Hadassah, the National Council of Jewish ·Nomen, the Women's 
League and the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods as members 
of the "Official Family." The recommendation was referred to the 
Nomination Committee for action. 

ANNUAL . MEETING: 

It was voted to hold an annual meeting in March. (Since this meeting, 
the ODT regulation makes it impossible to hold a meeting.) 

1945 PUBLICATION PROGRAM: 

Upon unanimous vote of the Board, the following books were to be pub
lished during 1945: 

THE SON OF THE LOST SON, by Soma Morgenstern 
PATHWAYS THROUGH THE BIBLE, by Mortimer J. Cohen 
THE ALEPH-BET S1rORY BOOK, by Deborah Pessin 
THE NIGHTINGALE'S SONG, by Dorothy Alofsin 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, Volume 47 
REMBRANDT, THE JEWS AND THE BIBLE, by Franz Landsberger 
THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF ITALY, by Cecil Roth 

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 P.M. 
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The Executive Vice-President reported on the many phases of The 
Society's activities since the last meetings of the Board of Trustees 
and the Publication Committee. 

FINANCES 
(The figures quoted below have been amended to 
include the total figures for 1944.) 

The dues received in 1944 amounted to *61,918.07 
compared to j56,068.00 for 1943 

,w39,825.00 for 1942 
$37,039.00 for 1941 
$37,026.00 for 1940 
~36,838.00 for 1939 
i37,203.00 for 1938 
:1p29, 000. 00 for 1937 
~23, 59Z). 00 for 1936 
'tP 19 , 7 9 5 • 0 0 for 1935 (last year 

of old administration) 
Book sales amounted to it>76,432.00 

against t', 43, 7 48. 00 for 1943 
~{29, G36. 00 for 1942 
~31,220.00 for 1941 
~r29, 332. oo for 1940 

1
(·22, 7 46. 00 for 1939 
t22, 977. 00 for 1938 
x21,os3.oo for 1937 
'!1'19,075.00 for 1936 
~14,463.00 for 1935 

The book sales represented an incr~ase of $5,300.00 in Bible sales, 
$1,500.00 in GRAETZ, and the balance· in The Society's general publi
cations. 

The Press billings for the year 1944 amounted to $157,816.00 
against 0154,039,00 for 1943 

i 87,203.00 for 1942 
' 69,087.00 for 1941 
i 47,247.00 for 1940 
~ 38,924.00 for 1939 
$ 31,907.00 for 1938 
$ 30,000,00 for 1937 
~ 24,223.00 for 1936 
$ 26,610.00 for 1935 

The Press billir1gs would have been much greater had the bin~eries been 
able to finish a great deal of the work which was being held up for 
completion. Besides the large amount of work billed by the Press, the 
Press had a backlog of $174,300.00 worth of work as of January 1, 1945, 
the largest backlog of work in The Society's history. 

The income from F'ederations and Welfare Funds amounted to ~2,890 , 50, 
an increase from ~p2, 222. 25 in 1943. The following Federations have 
given The Society allocations for the years 1944 and 1943, for which 
they receive three books for each (~5.00 sent to us, in accordance with 
our £.l-1.id pro quo arrangement with Feder•ations . 



Federation or Welfare Fund 

Akron, Ohio 
Allentown, Pa. 
Atlantic City, N. J. 
Aurora, Ill. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Boston, Mass. 
Brockton, Mass. 
Champaign-Urbana, Ill. 
Corpus Christi, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Jewish Federation of Delaware 
Detroit, Mich. 
Duluth, Minn. 
Easton, Pa. 
East St. Louis, Ill. 
El Paso, Texas 
Evansville, Ind. 
Fort Nayne, Ind. 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Fresno, Calif. 
Huntington, ~- Va. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Joplin, Mo. 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Lawrence, Mass. 
Lewiston-Auburn, Me. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Madi son, Wis. 
Miami, Fla. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Mobile, Ala. 
Modesto, Calif. 
New Bedford, Mass. 
New Orleans, La. 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Oakland, Cal if. 
Omaha, Neb. 
Paterson, N. J. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Providence, R. I. 
Sacinaw, Mich. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Toronto, Ont., Canada 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Tyler, Texas 
Utica, N. Y. 
Warren, Ohio 
Winston-Salem, IT. C. 
Worcester, Mass. 
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Discounts on purchases were ~2,936.72, against ~2,459.59 for the 
previous year. The $10,000.00 generous contribution made by Nr. 
Harry Scherman in memory of his mother, Katherine Harr~3 Scherman, 
was used in 1944, with his consent, for working capital, which made 
it possible for The Society to earn this large amount of money in 
discounts. (The ~10,000.00 was repaid to the funds at the end of 
the year.) 

Royalties received from the sale of our books were greater than ever 
before, amounting to ~625.00, mainly royalties for the use of our 
Bible translation in connection with Hertz's The Pentateuch and Haf
torahs (American edition only) and royalties for the trade edition 
of Harvest in the Desert. 

The total business for the year amounted to $303,705.32 
against ; 260,633.00 

"(156, 864. 00 
~137,346.00 
:Wll3,605.00 
;p 98,508.00 
~ 92,087.00 
flf) 80,083.00 
f 66,891.00 
~ 60,868.00 

for 1943 
for 1942 
for 1941 
for 1940 
for 1939 
for 1938 
for 1937 
for 1936 
for 1935 

Approximately $100,000.00 of the business for 1944 is war business 
which will not completely disappear with the cessation of hostilities. 
With universal conscription almost certain, the National Jewish 
Welfare Board will continue to be our best customer, since we are 
their supply source for Prayer Books, tiigh Holy Days Prayer Books, 
Haggado.hs and ]3eadings from the Holy Scriptures. 

PROGRESS OF THE 1943-1944 PUBLICATION PROGRAM 

1943 

History £f. the Jews in Vilna, a 1943 publication, was mai l e d too late 
in the year 1943 to receive the membership or press reaction to the 
book. The reaction was not too good and yet it was no worse than the 
reaction to most of the books in this Series. 'l1he Jevvish Communities 
Series has not been a popular venture for The Society and consider
able study ought to be given to the question of the continuance of 
this Series. 

A Century of Jewish Life, the fifth book in the 1943 program, was 
delivered to members in April, 1944. The entire first edition of 
5,000 copies was quickly exhausted and preparations immediately made 
for a second edition. There have been minor criticisms of the book, 
primarily by Communists on Dr. Elbogen's viewpoint on Russian history, 
but most reviewers agreed that this book was a splendid add i tion to 
The Society's publications. The Editor has taken full cognizance of 
the criticisms and corrections have been made for the second edition. 
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The sixth and final book of the 1943 program, Sabbath,~ pay of 
Delight, was delivered to members in December) 1944, a year later 
than originally planned. There were many manufacturing obstacles, 
primarily on having the music set, but the book was worth waiting 
for and the first printing of 3,000 copies will be exhausted in less 
than a year and a second printing necessary in 1945. At the time of 
the writing of this report, the reviews were excellent. 

1944 

The first book o.f the 1944 program was Harvest in the Desert, a book 
which was approved after considerable discussion by the Board of 
Trustees and the Publication Committee. The first printing was 21,500 
copies, the largest first printing in The Society's history. This 
book was the first in our joint publication program with the B'nai 
B 'ri th Hillel Foundations, wl1 ich not alone secured the manuscript for 
The Society, paid the advance fee to the author, but ordered 5,000 
copies of the book. The various Zionist groups ordered 8,250 copies 
and 1,500 copies were sold to Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., the trade pub
lisher. In spite of the fact that so many copies were sold to the 
above sources, 4,176 copies were sent to our members. In December, 
Knopf reprinted 2,000 copies, making a total of 23,500 copies of this 
book in its first year. The Book-of-the-Month Club News, in the 
April issue, devoted a full column to Harvest in the Desert. The re
sults of this must have been reflected in the salesby Knopf. A 
second large printing of this book will be necessary in 1945, and 
this book is destined to be one of the best sellers in The Society's 
history. 

The Lionhearted was the second book of the year. Again, the Book-of
the-Month Club News devoted an entire column and over 100 copies were 
sold to the Book-of-the-Month Club. 

Germany's Stepchildren, the third book of the year, had a first edi
tion of 8,000 copies, which will be exhausted within one year from 
the time of printing, The Book-of-the-Month Club News again devoted 
a full column to this book, making the third book in one year's pro
gram to receive favorable comment by this excellent source for book 
distribution. The "fan mail" received from members indicates that 
this is the type of book which they want. The book ha$ been favorably 
reviewed in many pulpits throughout the country. 

Volume 46 of The American Jewish Year Book came off press rather late, 
due to problems in the preparation of the manuscript as well as the 
usual manufacturing problems every publisher is facing these days. 
In order to help bring the book out in time, the American Jewtsh Com
mittee is going to close the "Review of the Year" a month earlier 
than usual and have the manuscript in our hands so that the book can 
be distributed closer to the High Holy Days. 

A. M. Kle.1.n's Poems was delivered in December. This is a small book 
of 86 pages, and only 2,000 copies were printed. While The Society 
does not expect a large sale of a book of poetry, we feel it necessary 
to occasionally print such a book in order to encourage Jewish poets. 
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The two remaining books of the 1944 program are: I.artin Bub er's 
For the Sake of Heaven, translated from the German by Ludwie; Lewlsohn 
Tthis book will be ready for distribution in April) and Grlnstein's 
~ .~ise of the Ne¼'.: York Jewish Community, the final book, which will 
be ready for distribution in May. With the limited amount of help at 
the Press and the problem facing us with a part-time Editor, it was 
impossible for us to complete the program on time, but, with the 
Editor on a full-time basis in 1945, The Society ought comple te its 
program in the year planned. 

REPRINTS 

The test of the success of a publisher's list is the story of his 
reprints, and we ought to be very flattered by the nwnber of our books 
it has been necessary to reprint. During the year 1944, the follow
ing books were reprinted: 

The Bible 
The Breakfast of the Birds 
Candles in theNir 
Margolis~arx, ~istory of the Jewish Peopl~ 
(Incidentally, I reported previously to you 
that we now have a Spanish edition of this 
book and have been paid the royalties for 
3,000 copies. We are corresponding about 
a Portuguese edition.) 

Copies 
26,000 -
3,000 -
2,000 -
4,500 -

18th 
4th 
2nd 
6th 

printing 
printing 
printing 
printing 

Selected Religious Poems of ~olom<2Q_ i~_Q Gabirol l,?00 - 2nd printing 
I-Iusik' s Mediaeval Jewish PhilosoEhl 1,500 - 4th print:i.ng 
Modder' s The Jew in the Literature of England 1,500 - 2nd printing 
The Jews ln spain-;-volumes I and II- 1,000 each- 2ndprinting 
Le t Laughter Ring 2,000 - 3rd printing 
Pilgrims to Palestine 2,000 - 2nd printing 
Selected Essays bj Ahad Ha-' Am 2,000 - 3rd printing 
I1! the Steps of Moses 3,000 - 2nd printing 
Stars and Sand 2,000 - 2nd printlng 
What the MoonBrought 5,000 - 3rd printing 
(It may be 1.nterestine; to note that this book 
is the best-selling Jewish juvenile in the 
country. In two years we have sold over 
8,000 copies and we wlll have to go back to 
press again next year. The sale of this 
book proves the value of investing in chil
dren's books and by investing I mean invest
ing in styling and in a good artist and not 
being picayune in the cost of the first 
edition.) 

Maimonides 
Jewish Contributions to Civilization 
The Jews of North Africa 
The ship of Hope 
Aftergrowth !l!ld pthor Stories 
Major Noah 
The Jews of Germany 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 -
2,000 -
2,000 -
1,000 -
1,000 -

2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
Gth 

print:i.ng 
printing 
printing 
printing 
printing 
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We now have more books in print than ever before in the history of 
The Society. Every good title is av~ilable again and this represents 
a return of' approximately fifty titles to our active list which were 
missing in 1936. Some of these books had to be reset in order to be 
made available. Either we had no plates or there were so many mis
takes in the plates that it was too expensive for us to make the 
changes. In some cases, it was also necessary for us to buy plates. 
We purchased the plates for the First Series of Schechter's Studies 
in Judaism and also for Zangwill's Dreamers of the Ghetto, as well as 
Husik's History of Mediaeval Jewish Philosophy. The Marranos was re
set, Selected Poems of Moses ibn Ezra, Studies in Judaism, Third 
Series, and Wonder Tales of BI'ble Days, this work all being done at 
the Press when we were not busy. 

It is my recommendation that after the War, when manpower is avail
able, practically all of our children 1 s books should be reset in a 
modern format a.nd profusely illustrated. I mentioned above the suc
cess we are having with What the Moon Brou~ht. We restyled The 
Breakfast of the Birds with a new cover. 71e same can be doneto 
all of ourchildren's books and I feel confident that the added ex
pense will more than pay for itself. The plates of our children's 
books have been patched year after year and deserve retirement. 

I am sure you will be interested in the results we have had with 
Le~ W. Schwarz's Memoirs of M1_ People, a book which was published on 
a Joint arrangement with Farrar and Rinehart in 1943. On the orig
inal printing of 10,000, we received 5,000 and 5,000 were kept by 
Farrar and Rinehart, with all costs shared. Our 5,000 copies were 
distributed early in 1943 and we started calling on their stock. We 
have already used 2,000 copies of their edition, which means that we 
have sold 7,000 to 3,000 by the trade publisher. A reprint will be 
necessary in 1945 and we are ordering 3,200 copies to cover a two
years 1 supply while Farrar and Rinehart are ordering 1,000 copies. 
I think these figures should illustrate quite clearly that our method 
of distribution of Jewish books is definitely the best method. 

RELIGIOUS BOOK WEEK 

I have reported at previous meetings of the activity of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews relative to the celebration of Re
ligious Book Week. In prevlous issues of The Year Book, we have 
listed those of our books which were chosen to be high!ighted. There 
have been some complaints that the Iists were not good lists and not 
designed for the average layman. The Confer-ence this year asked me 
to recommend a committee of' three in Philadelphia to choose the books 
for 1945 and I recommended three members of this Publication Com
mittee: Dr. Grayzel, as Chairman; Dr. Mortimer J. Cohen and Dr. 
William H. F'lneshriber, who will choos·e the Jewish books to be high
lighted during the Religious Book Week of 1945. 

THE WORK OF THE JEWISH BOOK COUNCIL OF AMERICA - - - --- -- ---- - ----
For the past few years, I have been reporting to you the activities 
of your Editor and your Executive Vice-President in connection with 
the Jewish Book Council of America. To us it seems that this organ
ization offers an excellent opportunity for spreading the work of 
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The Society and for making American Jews conscious of tho need of 
reading Jewish books. Three years ago, I approached Mr. Louis Kraft, 
Executive Director of the National Jewish Welfare Board, and sugsest
ed that the work of the Jewish Book Council was a "natural 11 for his 
organization. Mr. Kraft was not completely convinced at the time, 
but consented to let Dr. Mordecai Soltes, of the J.W.B. staff, become 
the Chairman of the Jewish Book Committee, to provide office space 
and other facilities, but not to assume tn.e budget of the J·ewish Book 
Committee. Even this represented a distinct improvement over the one
man or one-woman organization of the Jewish Book Week of heretofore. 
Under Dr. Soltes' able direction, a national committee was organized 
and Jewish Book Week became a reality. Your Editor and I served on 
the Committee from the very start, Dr. Grayzel acting as Editor of 
the trilingual Jewish Book ~_nnual for two years and your' Executive 
Vice-President acting as Chairman of the Administrative Committee for 
one year and Chairman of their Publication Committee for three years. 
Each year, we found a greater "consumer response" to our work, with 
more publicity, more sub-committees formed around the country and a 
keener interest in Jewish Book Weck. 

I am very pleased to rep-ort to you that this year the Jewish Welfare 
Board has accepted the complete responsibility for the work of tho 
Jewish Book Council of America and has assigned a staff member, Rabbi 
Philip Goodman, as Executive Secretary of the Jewish Book Council. 
The entir•e budget has been assumed by the Welfare Board, which will 
now act as tho sponsor and coordinator. The results have been phenom
enal. In the past month, we have had more muetings on Jewish Book 
Weck than ever before and I feel quite confident that this organiza
tion will redound to the benefit of Tho Society in years to come. 
In making people conscious of their literary heritage, we arc bound 
to interest them in the roading of Jewish books. Indirectly, of 
course, we arc bound to benefit from this by increased memberships 
and increased sales. 

I want to record that Dr. Grayzel, now Vice-President of tho Jewish 
Book Council of America, in February will assume the Presidency. 
Under his able direction and with the professional services w0 are 
now receiving, the Jewish Book Council of America will b0come a very 
important Jewish organization. 

For the past throe years, our Press has been printing the Jowish 
Book Annual. 

In the Jowish Welfare Board's paper, the Sentinel, stressing Jewish 
Book Week, of the thirteen books highlighted all but three aro tho 
pulJlications of our Society. Our efforts to stimulate the work of 
tht; Jewish Book Council of America are reflected in the cooperation 
which they give us. 

I also want to call your attention to th; new reading plan sponsored 
by the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods as the "Fifteen 
Minute Jewish 1"'reasure Plan." Most of the books to be highlighted 
a.r0 The Society's bo0ks and the following books arc specified for 
study: the biographies of Philo, Josephus, Rashi, Maimonides, Menasooh 
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ben Israel, Cremieux and Moses Montefiore. For 
Bible, our translation will be highlighted. On 
they are recommending! Century of Jewish, Life. 
reading plans are bound to increase the sale of 
memberships. 

THE PRESS 

the study of the 
the history program, 

These and other 
our books and increase 

In spite of the shortage of manpower, the Press is turning out a 
phenomenal amom1t of work. We have nine full-time and one part-time 
man working at the Press against a total of nineteen full-time men 
and one on part time prior to the War. In spite of this small number 
of men, I am amazed at the volume being produced. The men work sixty 
and seventy hours a week in an effort to keep up with our commitments. 
During the year, we completed the following contracts: 

Booklets 1, 2 and 3 for the Sam Shainberg Foundation, Memphis, Tenn.; 
Sifriah Lanoar., II, for the Bureau of Jewish Education, Baltimore; 
Alexander· Marx's Studies in !ewish His torn and Booklore. for the Jew
ish Theological Seminary of America; the ebrew composition for 
Volume II of the Union Prayer Book; Volume LIV of the Central Con
ference of American Rabbis Yearbook; Songsters for Sukkot, Hanukkah., 
Pesach and Hamisha Asar Bish'vat for the Jewish Education Committee 
of New York; four issues of The Jewish Quarterly Review; four issues 
of the Journal of Biblical Literature; Hebrew Union College Annual, 
Volume XVIII; two issues of the Westminster Theological Journal; 
David Wolffsohn, Herzl's Successor, for the Zionist Organization of 
America; Harishon I, iI and III for the Joint Commission on Jewish 
Education; Paul Romanoff's Jewish SYJnbols 21! Ancient Jewish Coins; 
Volume 3 of the Jewish Book Annual; A Yiskor Prayer Book for Rabbi 
E. Phineas Friedman; Proceedings XIV for the American Academy for 
J 8wish Research; Abridged Prayer Book, High Holy Days Prayer Book, 
Hacgadah and Hebrew-French Prayer Book for the National Jewish 
Welfare Board. 

Tho J0wish Welfare Board continues to be our biggest customer and 
during the year we delivered 323,360 copies of their regular Prayer 
Book, 137,000 copies of the Haggadah, 175,000 copies of the High Holy 
Days Prayer Book and 11,550 copies of a French-Hebrew Prayer Book 
prepared for the use of the French Jews in the Armed Service in North 
Africa. A second printing of this book is under way. 

Our books for the Press arc closed and we simply cannot take on any 
more business., first, because of the lack of manpower and, secondly, 
be caus e we will not have paper sufficient to take care of any more 
customers. The Press has already booked ahead four books for 1946. 

MEMBERSHIP 

At the end of the year, The Society had 8,864 members: 5,878 Annual 
Members; 2,718 Library Members; 191 Patron Members; 16 Friend Members 
and 52 Life Members. 

Of this number, 3,303 were new members enrolled during 1944 and 
5,514 wer8 re-enrollments. This is the largest number of new member
ships in any one of the past nine years and is indicative of the ease 
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with which new members can be secured by The Society when the War is 
over and help is available continually to send out letters. All sub
scription book clubs lose about one-third of their members each year. 
Gradually The Society is shifting over to a mail-order business and, 
at the end of 1944, only one full-time r'epresentative was in the 
field undone part-time representative. Experience is proving that 
memberships secured from high-pressure solicitors result in heavy 
cancellations after the first year, while memberships secured from 
other sources last much longer. 

During the year 1944, because of lack of help, the usual five bill
ings to members were cut down to three. Of the new members enrolled, 
1,234 were recommended by members of The Society, 388 wrote in to 
The Society and asked for information, 137 were secured through full
page advertisements in the New Palestine and 292 were secured through 
full-page advertisements in the D'nai B'rith National Jewish Monthly. 
For these advertisements these magazines receive the regular first 
year's commission, so The ~ociety is undergoing no risk. The balance 
of the new memberships wore secured through miscellaneous sources. 
Tho number enrolled by paid agents was lower than in previous years 
and The Soci0ty paid commissions to agents on 997 now members. Dur
ing 1945, the chances are that this will be cut down at least one
third more. Tho advertisements in the New Palestine and the National 
Jewish Monthly have brought news of Tho---S-Ociety into homes which we 
could not reach ordinarily and tho chances are that when people go to 
the trouble of clipping coupons and making their own selections, they 
will read these books and romain in The Society. The South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies, which enrolled 100 new members in 1943, 
enrolled 47 additional members during 1944. 

With a streamlining of Th0 Society's literature and more help avail
able to do the work, a much larger memborship is possible in future 
years. 

Part of the increased book sales has come from a surge of foreign 
business. With the Jewish publishers of England practically out of 
business, all English-speaking countries must look to America for 
their source of Jewish books. With an excellent export agent handling 
our books, and with an American distributor handling our books to 
department stores and book shops, The Society is well equipped to 
handle a much larger sales volume. 

POST-WAR PLANS 

THE PRESS 

The Pross has proved its ability to take on large and complicated 
contracts and to do them to the satisfaction of customers. We have 
acted as sub-contractors for government work, setting Bulgarian, 
Russian, Greek and Serbian, and of course doing a groat deal more on 
our Russian Bible contract. We arc now equipped to do both Russian 
and Greek on the machine and the only type face tho.t The Society 
still noeds for ,machine setting is Arabic, and this we must have in 
the very nuar future. Tho Pross must increase its number of English 
faces, so as to have a variety of typo faces with which to set The 
Society's and customers' books. 
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The Press now owns eight keyboards and five casting machines, an in
crease from the two keyboards and two casting machines of 1935. Two 
new type casters will be necessary after the War, when available, so 
that we can cast a large number of matrices at one time. Two of 
these machines are on order for delivery when new equipment is avail
able. 

The addition of two or more Linotypes to our equipment would mean 
that the Press could take on a greater volume of work, when men are 
available, and that we coulc1 consider business in setting non-vowelled 
Hebrew and Yiddish. The cost of setting in Linotype is approximately 
one-third less than in Monotype. The Society would be abl e to set 
its own English books also on the Linotype. Linotypes are now avail
able to do combination English and Hebrew without vowels. There are 
s everal magazines for which The ~ociety can secure contracts if we 
are equipped to set type cheaper. Each Linotype machine co s ts 
$6,000.00 and is a good investment for us. 

The Press is definitely in need of more space. In the past nine 
years, we have added space about four times, but no additional space 
is available in the present building. The Press is comple tely 
equipped to stand on its own, as all of our equipment is now the 
property of The Society. Approximately 5,000 square feet are neces
sary at the present time, with additional space for future growth. 

Immediately after the War, when young men are available aga1n, we 
will once more start to train new types etters. 

EXECUTIVES 

Two additional executives are necessary, one to handle memberships 
and one to handle production. The addition of these executives will 
make it possible for the Executive Vice-President to spend more time 
"thinking out" The Society's problems and vlsitlng the communities 
throughout the country to interpret The Society's work. 

Additional space is necessary for the office. The office was origi
nally laid out for six girls and now twelve girls work in the office. 
At least 5,000 squaro feet are necessary to properly conduct the 
business of The Society. More typewriters and other office 
machinery are necessary if The Society is to continue to grow and 
handle its business expeditiously. 

PUBLICATIONS 

We ought to think ahead on expanding the publication program of ~r.1he 
Society. Six books a year are not enough. I often said that the re
sponsibility for keeping alive Jewish literature now rests with 
America and that our Society must carry more than its share of addi
tional new publications. When we experimented in 1938 with doubling 
our program, we proved that the more books we published, the more our 
members will pay higher dues. I think we ought to step up, as soon 
as paper is available, to nine books and eventually to twelve books 
a year, making us definitely a Jewish Book-of-the-Month Club. Please 
note that our ~p5.00 members now represent only two-thirds of our 
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membership list. One-third now are willing to pay r~l0.00 and more, 
and I feel quite certain that when we develop a i15.00 and ~20.00 
membership which will bring the member nine and twelve books per year, 
a large percentage of our members will be willing to pay th0 extra 
amount. Moreover, with additional new titles, our sales will increase 
in proportion. Only when we start pr:lnting twelve books a year will 
I feel that The Society is really doing its share. 

COSTS 

What does it cost us to operate under the present conditions? 

In 1935, The Society employed one part-time executive, two full-time 
girls at the office, one girl on a half-time basis, a youns man who 
did promotional work on a full-time basis, a part-time editor and a 
shipper who worked half-time, the equivalent of six full-time workers, 
plus six men at the Press. The total business for the year was 
:w65,000.00. At the present time, we employ twelve people at the 
office, a part-time Editor, plus nine full-time people and one on 
part-time at the Press a total of twenty-one and a half people, and 
do a business of over !300,000.00. It may be interesting to quote a 
few figures on costs. In 1935, our total salaries at the office 
amounted to $6,683.00 against a combined business, that is, book sales 
and dues, of $35,111.00, a percentage cost of 19%. We have been re
ducing this gradually each year until in 1943 the percuntage of salary 
cost has been reduced to 15%. This includes not alone the salaries 
of our girls, but the salary of our Editor and part of the salary of 
the Executive Vice-President. At the Press, the cost of wages in 
proportion to the business has declined from 30% in 1935 to 16% in 
1943. The percentage of salaries, tho share of the Executive's salary 
plus the share of the salaries of the girls who arc charged to the 
Press has been reduced from 157& in 1935 to 81b in 1943. 

In spite of the fact that we have tho largest number of books in 
print at any time in our history, we aro still managing to turn tho 
stock at least twice a year. 

INCREASED BOOK SALES 

Another matter I would like to suggest to tho Board for consideration 
in the post-war period is that we enter the field of g0n0ral sales of 
Jewish books. The Book-of-the-Month Club has built up an excellent 
business among its members on publications which they advertise in 
thoir magazine and which are sold at the full retail price to members. 
This is profitable business and with our excellent list of members, 
all book buyers, we should have no trouble in selling many additional 
books. 

The Society has remained out of the textbook field, the most fertile 
and profitable field. The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
sold over ~p l20, 000.00 worth last year, and I am convinced that we 
could do at least as good a job and perhaps better. The type of 
textbook we could print would be acceptable to all three branches of 
Jewish life, whereas the Union's books are written primarily for 
Reform but are used by other groups because they are the best avail-
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able in the market. Th0 commercial Jewish publishers have not gone 
into the textbook field too seriously and the market is a very large 
one. This market coulcl also be amplified to include .Hebrew textbooks. 

We should try to work out some arrangement with Soncino to become 
their distributor in America. Their method of handling distribution 
has not been good and perhaps in the post-war period we could con
vince Mr. Davidson that we ought to be their agent in America. Simi
larly, we ought to make an effort to work with the Hebrew University 
and print and distribute as many of their books as we possibly can. 

The addition of the Hebrew-English Bible to our list of books will 
add tremendously to our sales. I am convinced that we could dispose 
of from five thousand to ten thousand copies each year. Thi s book 
can be very useful in many ways. 

One project which may sound like very much of a dream at the present 
time is tho publication o.f a Philadelphia Schass. The world must 
look to America for the production of the next Schass. There are no 
plates ava.ilable of the Romm (Vilna) Schass and the books now being 
sold are poor, photographed editions. The Philadelphia Schass, edit
ed by a. scholar like Dr. Louis Ginzberg, would bring The-Society more 
fame than it has ever had in its history. We have the manpower at 
the Pr·ess to do this work and I am sure that the money could be raised 
throughout the country for such a purpose. 

Once our now GRAETZ is available, the old plates of GRAETZ can be 
used for a cheap edition in two, three or six volumes. Those s e ts 
cnn be sold in volume through the Jewish newspapers for premiums or 
can be distri.buted through wholesale agencies at a low price. The 
old GRAETZ will in no way interfere with the now GRAETZ which we have 
been discussing for some time. 

MAGAZINE 

1rho se of you who have attended annual meetings over a long period are 
fully familiar with the continual cry that The Society ought to have 
a .magazine of its own telling the story of Jewish books. I am in 
hearty agreement with this and hope that in the post-war period we 
will be able to develop a magazine similar• to the Book-of-the-Month 
Club l'Jews or the ~i tera:y Gull~ Y,i/ings .. I feel quite cert~in ~hat 
having the members receive periodical.Ly some sort of publication of 
this type will make it easier for unto retain our memberships, sell 
more books and enroll many more members. 

OFPICIAL FAMILY 

In making our plans for the post-war poriod, I believe that we ought 
to study through and revamp our "Official Family." Having two separ
ate bodies, the Publication Committee and the Board of Trustees, is 
a rather cumbersome way of doing business. It strikes me that wo 
could without much trouble combine the two, with a small Executive 
Committee to handle the business of Tho Society in the interim between 
meetings. This body should be presided over by a Chairman of the 
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Board. We should develop an Advisory Board of key people throughout 
the country on whom we could call for membership stimulation and who 
could also act as our friends-at-court before local allocation com
mittees . The Joint Distrlbution Committee, the Hebrew University and 
other· organizations all have these nat:tonal advisory committees. 
This expanded plan would mako it possible for us to include in our 
"Official Family" many men who want to work for The Society but for 
whom there is no place at present in our setup. 



B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS at American Universities 

Mr. Maurice Jacobs, 
225 South 15th St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Maurice: 

Abram Leon Sachar, National Director 
605 East Green Street 
Champaign, Illinois 
December O, 1944 

I have given some thought to the series of conversations that we 
have had on a cooperative plan which I hope can be worked out for the 
Hillel Library Series. I share your conviction that there are many 
mutual advantages in having the Hillel series published by the Jewish 
Publication Society. I have the following suggesti.ons to make which 
I hope you will bring to the meeting on December 10th. 

All books that are published in the Hillel Library Series should 
be so identified. The jacket, the cover, the fly leaf should indi
cate that the volume belongs to the Hillel series. There should also 
be a statement of policy in connection with the series such asap
peared in Maurice camuel' s "Harvest in the Desert". If the volume is 
also released as a jps book, it should nevertheless carry the same 
identification so that the JPS members who receive the volume will 
also know that it forms part of the Hillel Libra1'ly Series. 

The Hillel Editorial Board should have jurisdiction over the 
Hillel Library Series. In the case of the Samuel volume you will re
call I arranged with Maurice Samuel to write the volume, believing 
that it was necessary to have this subject developed dramatically and 
authoritatively for young people on the college level. We now have 
our lines out for other manuscripts on subjects which we consider are 
vitally needed as resource material. 

Perhaps our Editorial Board could be made a kind of Sub Committee 
of the Publication Committee of JPS. Our present Editorial Board in
cludes Dr. Solomon Goldman, Dr. Louis L. Mann, Rabbi Milton Steinberg, 
Dr. Judah I. Goldin, Dr. I. Rabinowitz and myself. All of these with 
the exception of Rabbi Goldin and Dr. Rabinowitz are now members of 
the Publication Committee. I do not believe that there will be any 
jurisdictional difficulty since, if any manuscript approved by the 
Hillel Board does not pass the Publication Committee of JPS, the par
ticular volume need not be included as a JPS membership book. 

Naturally, we would expect that the Hillel volume would come to 
Hillel for the cost of production. We would make the volume available 
to our Hillel and B'nai B'rith family in the same way that "Harvest 
in the Desert" has now been made available. The very special price 
which is made possible for us in turn makes it possible to give the 
book very wide circulation among college youngsters and their B'nai 
B'rith sponsors. 

Naturally, there ar'e many technical details 
meeting will probably be concerned only with the 
principle is approved I am sure there will bo no 
menting it to our mutual advantage. 

to work out but your 
principle. If the 
difficulty in imple-

With all good wishes, Cordially yours, 

(signed) A. L. SACHAR 
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MANUSCRIPT.§. NOT ACCEPTED M_ay 1, 1943 to December 10 1 lill 

ETHICAL CIVILIZATION OR BRUTE FORCE, by Samuel Alkow 
IT HAPPENED TO ME, by Martha Appel 
MEN OF BRONZE, by Ben Aronin 
IRRFAHRT, by Ariewen 
COMN1ENTARY ON THE PSALMS, by Bernard Bay 
TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR MODERN ETHICAL INTERNATIONALISM, by Simon Barchak 
BUTTONS ARE CHEAP, by Edith Reider Barron 
DER FREMDE, by Ben-Chorim 
THE RETURN OF THE GOLEM, by Bohus Benes 
DER GROSSE OSMAN UND SEINE BANDE, by Ben-Gavriel 
THE JEWS IN WORLD HISTORY, by Norman Bentwich 
A story by Ruth Berges 
INDEPENDENCE ROCK, by Henry J. Berkowitz 
A JEWISH TOWN, by S. Bickel (Yiddish book, submitted for translation) 
CHILDREN'S HAGGADAH, by Amy K. Blank 
ESCAPE UNTO NEW LIFE, by Kenneth R. Boord 
ESTHER, by Arthur J. Brandus 
HIS NEPHEW, SAM LATTIMER, by F. Cecelia Brown 
STRANGE CHILDREN, by Harry Burnstein 
GATEWAY TO FREEDOM, by Joseph P. Byrne 
CROSSES AND BARBED WIRE FENCES, by Jose Calero 
THE LIE THE STRANGER TOLD, by Frm ce s Q. Cardinal 
THIS 01.1HER EDEN, by Anne Nathan Cohen 
MIY FROGS CROAK AT NIGHT, by Marion E. Cox 
THE JEWISE C~IILD EV~~RY DAY, by Edi th Covich 
PASS OUT QUIETLY, by Thomas Deacon 
SIMON BARJONAS' SON, by Hans P. Dreyer 
POETRY, by Jean C. Druckman 
A Play (about the Jews of Warsaw), by Joseph Dunner 
Ms. of American Letters, submitted by Mary Emanuel 
Tableau, by Bertha C. Fenenbock 
AT THE BEGINNING, by George H. Fine 
Burla stories, translated by Helena Frank 
Short stories, by Marian Franklin 
Stories, by Faye E. Freehof 
UPROOTED, by Lipot Gedo 
LOVE AND MARRIAGE ACCORDING TO JUDAISM, article by D. Gerstein 
STRICTLY G. I., by N. M. Goldburg 
THE GHETTO FIGHTS BACK, short story by Walter M. Goldman 
POEMS, by Isidore Goldstick 
SCATTERED SOULS, by Anna Grombacher 
FOUR FROM THE OLD TOWN, by Antoni Gronowicz 
Art book, by Leah Grundig 
KULTURGESCHICHTE DER JUDEN, by Max Grunwald 
Stories, by Ethel P. Guttmann 
COAT OF COLORS, by Harriet Smith Hawley 
Short stories, by Helen Hirsch 
Ms. of sermons, by Moses Hirschkopf 
Republication of book on Jews of Majorca, by A. Lionel Isaacs 
Plays, by Judith Ish-Kishor 
COMMENTARY ON EXODUS, by B. Jacob 
THE NARROW PATH, by Abraham A. Kabak (Hebrew book, suhnitted for translation) 
DAS DRITTE REICH, by Selma Kahn 
MICHAEL AND THE BOOK, by Josef Kastein 
Three stories, by Max Kaufman 



J 

- 2 -

CHAYE, by Mrs. Max Keil 
CRISIS AND DECISION I!J JUDAISM, by Jacob Klatzkin 
Stories, by Irma Kraft 
JONAS FUGITIVE, poetry by Cornol A. Lengyel 
JOEL AND GERSON GO A-11TIAVELING, by Miriam Levensohn 
'11HE DOVE AHD THE EAGLE, by Elma E. Levinger 
FLAME FOR MY PEN, by Ethel Lewine 
BREATHE UPON THESE, by Ludwig Lewisohn 
HISTORY O? THE JEWS OF FRI SIA ( 01.1.tline), by Max Markreich 
RABBI ELI, by Max Masser 
SYNAGOGUE AND SOCIETY, by I. Maybaum 
CHnONICLE OF AN AMERICAN CRUSADER, by Samuel S. Mayerberg 
HERE'S A GOOD ONE, by S. Felix Mendelsohn 
JUDITH'S ANSWER, by Rebekah ha Levi-Mordeki 
LIKE A HUNGRY PLAME, by Rebekah ha Levi-Mordeki 
Stories, by W. J. Nexer 
Translation and publication of 1863, by J. Opatoshu 
THE END OP ISRAEL'S ENEMIES, two volumes by M. Osherowitsch 
Novel on Bar Kochba, by Abraham Parseit 
SHRINE OF J.UDEA, by Mrs. Gurthie Shaw Patch 
UNTO THE THIRD GENERATION, by Joseph H. Paymer 
Story, by Carl Peterson 
DISTURBERS OF THE PEACE, by Leon Pritcher 
THE STORY OF THg MACCABEES, by Max Radin 
JEWISH IDEALS AND CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION, by Jacob S. Raisin 
MODERN PALESTINE, by A. Revusky 
DESTINATION UNKNOWN, by Zelda (Jennie) Roberts 
GOD'S WONDER BOOK, by Caroline Rosenbaum 
Ms. on Jewn of Italy, by Mario Rossi 
LETTERS OP SIMON DUENOW, ed. by S. W. D. Rowson 
RETURNED r,ro VILNA, by Ernest P. Sawe!' 
MEMOIRS of M. A. Schalit 
I AM A JEW, by Fred. A. Schuman 
SCAPEGOAT, by Bernard Segal 
CONTEMPORARY rLEBREW POETS, by Ei sig Silberschlag 
THE ZEFP~LIN, by Solomon Simon 
THE STARS STILL SHINE, by Rembert G. Smith 
MY CARAVAN OF YEARS, by Goldie T. Stone 
THE STORY OF GIDEON, by Israel I. Taslitt 
Ms. on the Jewish frunily, by Jacob Turner 
Ms. on Edward Lasker, by Velt Valentin 
THE HEBREW GUIDE, by Benjamin Vend 
ENJOY IT IN GOOD HEALTH, by William Waller 
Stories, by Mrs. Pinchas Wechter 
JEWISH THOUGHT SINCE MENDELSSOHN (outline), by Max Wiener 
THE PENTA'l1EUCH IN RHYME, by Dena Wilan 
TEL-AVIV, by A. Wissotzky 
THE HAGGADAH, by Ted Wolfert 
SAND AND STARS, by S. Wronsky 
Five sketches, by Mrs. Herman IL Rubcnovitz 
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MAtWCB JAOOII, 

•uldfsw Vb<.Pn_.1111 

Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohl o. 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

January 9, l'.:J45 

I kno, from the last issue of The Jewish Review 
and Observer t.hat last Friday night you spoke 
on GER~NY'S STBPCHILDREN. 

Do you have one of more copies of yo1"r sermon 
which we could have for our files? 

During these very strenuous days for you, I 
hope there is some consolation in knowing that 
those wm know you and admire you are behind 
you at all times. 

Cordially yours, 

~CR... 

MAURICE JA BS 
Executive Vi a-President 

r-J:RU 

• JEWISH BOOKS IN EVERT JEWISH HOMB • 



J uu.ry 10, 1S45 

r. :iauric co s E·. cutiv_ Vice-Pres dent Th ~ i . PPb _cl.tin dociety of 1 erica 225 Sou h Fifteenth Str et 
Philadelphia t Pa. 

'-y e r . .fr . J c bs i 

Tnank you so muc for yo 1.r <i 1 ., t er. t h t I ave not. v ilt: ble a tr-- . cri,>t or t . I deliv .. r 0 d last Sun t t e Te" 1 Stepchildren." 

r .,ret 
d re tich 

on "G 

I s d li ht t h v nd t. ,i . at: of tie book. It is o,c o t be . J ·ish Publicu.tion Societ hr-s 1.ss· cd - a .. :1d tl• e}~ ::.tudy of one of t he gre t rohlPm~ f T~ · nif t-i ts elf in its xtr me f o!"Dl a 1 ♦:>n , Ger ittn J . ,, y . 

'r. Li reatment of th- ,roble ass e hrough the lives and atr s of some oft e oremo t 1 le ders of Gercan Je ry is most illumn ting. His boo 3lould be dely circulated and d • scu sed among o r )eo. le in t:1 r t: e same .ro lem is here, thou hf rtunately fr. t1 t 3 bein~• in much less bggravatee'i forms - altho 1h ven '1.rw i~. ~ c rcles it is beoomin r tholo~icul. 
,..., 

Th yo for.- .. artening ords in conn ctl n 1th the c ntroversy in • ich I m presently en' ed. I have been rutified by the numerous ex ore ions t c nf'idence hie . v co. to me from all !)arts f th country ur r e .,ecially, b t :11 r~a.ction in the Je 1 h press. 

1th all ood ri 1 es, I remuin 

V r ,, cardiull ,I 1 ours, 

AHS1BK 
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MAUalCB JAOOl8, ....... v .. ,,.,,... 

Rev . Dr . Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

March 22, 1945 . 

I am writin to you because you are both a graduate 
of the Hebrew Union College and a member of the 
"Official Family" of the Jewish Publication Society. 
A problem faces us regarding wnich we need your advice. 
I hope that you will keep the contents of this letter 
confidential . 

For many years, the Jewish Publication Society has 
be en committed to the publication of a biography of 
Isaac 1v1. i se . We owe it to him and to the American 
Jewish public . Ve have made honest and earnest ef
forts to find an author for such a biography . Thus 
far, we have not succeeded. 

The latest suggestion is that we invite Rabbi James G. 
Heller to write the biography . He is Dr . ise ' s suc
ce s sor at the Plum Street Temple, he has written a 
history of the Synagogue, he has the material at hand 
and is acquainted with a f ood deal of it. Nould he , 
in your opinion, be acceptable to Reform Jewry as the 
author of such ab ography? If you care to, you might 
o ffer an alternat ive suggestion of an author and we 
shall be glad to follow it up . 

Please bear in mind that we would very much 1 ke t o 
have the bio raphy published during 1946, in v iew of 
the impending anniversary . 

I shall look forward eagerly to your response . It 
will not only be kept confidential, but will be re 
turned to you wi thout being placed in our files . 

SG: EZ 

SOLOMON 
Ed to r 

• JEWISH BOOKS IN EVERT JEWISH HOME • 



March ~a, 1945 

Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Editor 
T1e J_w'sh Public~tion So iet, of arica 
• 25 South Fifteenth treet 
Philadelphia~, ~aft 

y ear Dr. Gr~yzel: 

A bio~ru) y of Isaac ~. ·1ae should of course be 
publi shed b,/ the Je ish Public tion Society. Rabbi H lle ould 
be • logical er son to write the bio6raphy inasmuch tt.s h is 
a sucoessor to Dr. • 'isa t the Plum Jtreet Temple. He is 
undoubtedly thoroughly qualified to write a competent and 
authoritative biography. My ona hesit~ncy is the self-same 
one whicl ou ~oin t out, namely, th t Dr. Heller, 1 ,eing 
officially identified ith the Zionist movereent may not be 
regarded b non-Zionist or anti-t1i nist members or t .. e Reform 
Congregcttions as the most logical an to select t o ite the 
biography ar a an 1ho rias certainly not a Zionist a 11d ,h 
tre -iuently attacked the ~ionist point of view. 

As for other suggest1ons. - hy not tr-1 Dr. Solomon 
B. Freehof, President of t.e Centru.l. Conference or A: ericw:i 
Ra: bis, who rites e_~ceedin ly well ·nd ro la not so c pl .tely 
identified in the minds of rleform Jews 1th what one m16ht call 
Zionist ".vartisanship'l" If I think of any other name, I will 
be very bap,;-1y to com; wiicata v·ith you. 

11th ull good ishes, I remain 

VerJ cordi lly yours, 

AHS1BK 



THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY of AMERICA 

225 SOUTH FlFfEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA 2, PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICERS 
--co:.---

J. SOUS•COHBN, Ja., ~ufdcwc 
HON. HORACE STEllN, Vkc•~"'4nl 

HOW ARD A. WOLF, 'l'run1r,r 

-o-

Honorery Vice-Pl'flideah 
Samuel Bronfman, MOll&rul 
Rev. Dr. Henry Cohen Gclvacot1 
Hon. Abram I. Elkua, ~"" Tort Qty = Manhall, :1'\cw To,t a&y 

Hoo.~~- Qlldtlud 
Hon. M. C. Slou, S. Pradlco 

0 

Tn11+..s 
Marcu, Aaron, PuubM,p 
Philip w. Amram, p,a,,-,,,,,.,. 
Edwud M. Baker Clcv,lad 
Fred M. Bulacl, D,c,ots 
J. Solil.Qibm~j' Plat ...... 
Bernard L. P Pll~k 
Lionel Priedaum, P., ...... 
Rev. Dr. Solomoo Gotdmaia, aa~ 
Hoo. Harry A. Hollaer, £o, Aa1,lu 
Rev. Dr. Nadaao ~~•• Tort Clay 
Al Paul LeftDD Plri fa 
Hoo. Lowa I. ~. ft.W.i,.ta 
.Howard 8. l.cvy PluW.l,,lak 
William 8. ~-• fta.ul1lay 
Rev. Dr. Louil L Mau, Qlcdo 
ldward A. Normaa, ,Ncw;a! Tm bey 
Carl H. Pionbdmcr • 1i O& 
Dr. A. 8. W. a-L!i, i;/.. 
Prank J. Bubeulein, Mu.or, 
Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel saver, CJ,w,-
Haa. Horace lkcmt.~~~,. ldwin Wolf 2nd, rk k 
Haward A. wolf,'""-""" 

--o-

Publicetlon CommlffH 
HON. LOUl8 B. LBVIN1HAL, Culnua an. Dr. llrurd J. Bambcrpr, ,N1w Tot\ 
Dr, Balo W. BarOD, x .. T~ Qcy 
Dr. 8uwel BcWn, .N• Tor..-Clc, 
Dr. JClllwa Bloch,~• T~ Qcy 
RCY. Dr. Momaer • Cobai~ftilMIIJly 
J. SolJI.Caben, Jr., PMW. k 
Dr.8olomcm~ """ RCY. Dr. H. W. BaelaaG, M ....... 
l\&v, Dr, Julia B. Pabllmllft1,1(1W O,S.... 
Rev. Dr. WillJuD H. P,__a111r, ft..._ 
an. Dr. Louil Pfoh~~ Tort Qay 
Bernard L. PrlDhl k 
an. Dr. 8olomoD a. Pi • Pul,h,p 
Rev. Dr. Judah J. Goldin, a.-,... 
Dr. 8imoci ~, X•• Tent 
Jicmy Hunricl, ""' Tort Qc, 
Dr. f.ouu L. lulll_!, ~-Rev. Dr. Mun. ~. pra.w,1,,a,. 
1\cy, Dr. Na&bm X... !i:To,t 
1\cy, Dr. feUa A. ~. 
1\cy. Dr.~ L. J.Jeblua, 
Dr, JICOb R. Marcu,, ~ 
Dr. Aln.,..._ Mara, >(Ill Tot\ Qc, 
Alben Mordcll, Pia.._,,,. an. Dr. JulilD Mu..,......, Ciwd ... 
Dr. Abniam A. N .... , PaiWcfllk 
Rev. Dr. David~.~ 
a...Dr.Dntd•~T .... Dr. l,uc llablaowila , •• 
Dr. ...... . Dr.ttw,......_, .,....,.,. 
Dr. Alina L. 8achlr cr.:ir
Harr, 8clmrtr'•nua. ~~-as, 
kv. Dr, S..ud Scbula•..i:V To,t 
Dr, 8baloa ..... , ,Ha, T, Qe7 
a... Dr, ~ "'- T....._ '°°'IJII 
l!dwmWolf,W.PMT 
Dr-~~O&A-.&1-

-o-
MAUalCB JAOOII, 

IN•uV.-Ptuf49111 

April 5, 1946 

Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

We know what a busy man you are and consequently 
did not expect you to attend the meetings of our 
Board and Publication Committee and our annual 
meeting on Sunday, March 31st. 

We do hope that when, as and if your schedule 
permits, you will meet with us and join with us 
in the planning of our publication program. 

I take great pleasure in informinb you that you 
were re-elected to the Board of Trustees. We 
hope you will continue your affiliation with us 
for many years to come. 

J.V1J: hZ 

Cordially yours, 

MAURICE JACOB~ 
- Exe-eu~i~ ~Presiden 

• JBWISH BOOKS IN BVERT JEWISH HOMB • 
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REAL ESTATE 

123 SOUTH BROAD STREET 

PllILADELPH I A 9, PA. 

Rev . Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS 

TELEPHONE 

PENNYPACKER 5 1516 

Deccnber 6, 1948 

At a meeting of he 13oa1.,d of Trustees of The Jev sh Pub
lication Society held iTov ,n.bcr 30, 194B it v1Hs definitely 
decided the. t The Soc ety should imned a tely f:o ahe d w h 
the plan to raise a s L.'Yl1 between f'l50,000 . and ~-250 , 000. 
to place it in a sound financial conoition. 

A din er neeting will be arrane-ed earl., in 1949 in Phila
delphia, and it is expected o be follov,ed b_:- a number of 
similar moetin:,s in other large ci ti s throughout tl1e 
Un ted Sates . 

It is extremely important that for t.h s initial m etinp 
th8t we can report contr.:.but ons fror:1 hose closest to 
the work of The ~ociet, nanelr th rn,nbers of he II .., ., 
"Uffic al Farnilv . Four of the ~rustees have alrend ccn-
tributed r-1 , 000·. each . ''le sho 1ld open this initio.l Meet
inf ,ith con rlbutions of a leas .,.2c::,ooo . fron me1-:1bers 
of the Board . 

At he present t me ""he Soc·.ety is despcratel, in need 
of add t anal rioney fo:r wor}:in[, capital to conplete our 
present publishing prograri, anct we nust -ra:.se f'?0 , 000 . 
to move the Pre"s o our new buil ing for the purpoQe of 
economic management and beC'lse we have been ordered to 
vacate b~ our present landlord . 

This is the first t me in ny administration the.t I have 
asl'"ed any of our Trustees for any money for ~:'he 8oc oty 
and knowing that you believe in and approve the spl .ndict 
work our Society has been doing to c:preHd Tevd.sh culture 
and knowledle. I rould apprec! te f you would send & 

generous cont:ribu on to this fund promptl • J..ny con
tribut on can be pad in either 1948 or 1949 whichever 
is more conven~ •nt . 

J. Jr. 
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LESStR ZUSSMAN, Executive Secretary 

THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY of AMERICA 

222 NORTH FIFTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA 2, PJ~NNSYLVA 11A 

February ?6, 1951 

- ... 

JJr. ,;..bba Hillel Jilver 
... :re. !)16 
Clcvela d, Oh..:.o 

ear LJr . ilver: 

lt occurs to me that the time has corie for you to write anoth r 

vo1ur.ie, if possible, for us. I have recently looked aga.Ln into 
yo"J.r volume on the :iessia. ·c move,,ent . lt see'lS tom that a 
very interest· .1_ and u.seful volu. e could be r pared_, consisti g 

of important texts bearin~ on the ·ess..i.ah 1 'ea in Jewish .:e, 

tal-::in:; the subject down to our oun ay. Naturally, oac. thi rn 
of you as ti e au ti1or o.f such a book . 

.. hile I hope you u derta~-<:e the wri tin : of it, you c 10w eaouif1 
about how the Jewish Publi.cation Society ·orks to realize that 
I have no authority t0 do more than su ·~est . If yo~ are 
interested, however, I shall be very ha')YJ to fin· out to Phat 

extent thls su~gestion meets with the favor of t1e Sub- Co.m:ri.ttee 
of our Publication Co~mittee in charge of this ty)e of volume. 

4y cordial greetin1s to yourself and your frunily. 

SG/s 

• JEWISH 

Sincerely yours , 

~olo,non 
!!.ditor 

'rayz~' 

JEWISH HOME • 

., 



A MON•PROFIT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

222 N. FIFTEENTH STREET • PHILADELPHIA 2 • PA. • LOcust 7-4218 

November 161 1954 

It has come to nw attention that you are working on a book. I discussed the 
matter with Judge Levinthal, who is now chairman of our Publication Committee. 
Knowing you and your previous writings, we have good reason to believe that 
it will be a book of general interest, as well as of special interest to the 
Jewish oommunity. Is it in place for us to ask you whether, in your opinion, 
it could be considered a book which the Jewish Publication Society might 
distribute to its members ? Ii' you think so, will you be good enough to send 
us all or part of the manuscript, so that we can seek the advice of our 
colleagues on the Publication Committee and perhaps have the Jewish Publication 
Society join in its publication. Of course that would depend on how willing 
your conrnercial publishers are to co-operate with an organization like ours. 
We don't kmw who your publishers are. Generally there is no objection. 
lbwever, I am skipping a couple of steps. You are acquainted with our 
procedure. We can perhaps cross the bridge between us and the publishers 
after we become acquainted with the nature of the manuscript. 

Some years have passed since I last saw you. I hope all has been well with 
you and your fami]Jr. 

Sincerely yours, 

SG:ek 

OFFICERS 
EDWIN WOLF, 2nd, Preaident; Chief Justice HORACE STERN, SOL SATINSICY, Dr. JACOB R. MARCUS, Vice Pre1ident1; MYER FEINSTEIN, Treasurer 
Judge LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL, Chairman, Publication Committee; Dr. SOLOMON GRAYZEL, Editor; LESSER ZUSSMAN, Executive Secretary 
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Dr. Solomon Crayael 
Jewish Publication Society of America 
222 • ifteenth street 
Phila<lelphia 2, Pennsylvania 

dear Dr. uraysela 

ovember 23, 1954 

Thank you very much for your letter ot November sixteenth. 
I appreciate very much the interest which you ar talcing in 
my book. It is, ho v r, too early to b n to talk about 
its publication. It ltl.11 be a ff!ff .. onths before I finally 
whip it into shape and before I begin discussions with the 
publisher. 

I shall, h09 ver, be very happy to get in touch 1th you as 
soon a I am ready with the book. 

Vith warme t regards, I remain 

V ry cordially yours, 

ABBA i LLEL SILVER 

AHSanaa 
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