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11r. Jacob ua.n.111.•• n,ort, aatect April 17, ~, t tM ._,. ot Diratan 

ot ta. aA, 1• O'ft 14 "1th 1ne•_,oa, lllllt-trutlul, 11nan1cu outrip\~. 

41tt1cul:t1N retuU118 it. 

a ■It Pc ot tblt Bou«, I 

fNII • It 1a \o cnate an aura • lolca 

ot 11r. mamtem•• natr■ata 

-.. ... Vorl4 var 

I wa &1494 1n Mtabliutng 
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I .... 1 •• 
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b ID,.. a~ ~ ~ tr• 11111 onNt. Ve wn ill no 
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u ...... a ,.,- u V-• 11119 lhltoll .... -- da1q ... '9141. 
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an4 to ND1..,. to all oGUlltr1 • In t.lloae 9U'q aq,. w Ntabli.W the tint 

Ccat.aou wit.h tlla gnat -- NH1~- of tM 14. 

_..,. .. BIMlll,lnh1ols, 'tbe -..... Ht •IP'IS I quunl.e4 Vit.h hia fa\Mr 

rraa tille to t:1111. At_.._. ...... tiw 81-pt 1n u. office, VMn h1a Uft'I• .. atal9111a 

...i , rqanillg 

our --~ t the l'Gllmaa, a ~ nataunnt 1n ti. .._.., __.. w nplar 

tb8 WU. It CNt of tla1• Qin' at NUUloe a4 14N11t1Uc 4not1cm to a Sll"W-

SAeal ~ cue into beiDS t.in t functian. 

Ill iiianto .Ut aernoe, I wrote 1mu•••blAI art1clN I tM 

lgpli)laoba J'?!M@lett. b!E J>le 89!!!1 IDll tar Di ~ 1n CGJ1111naa&a1. IJ 

• att.er taot I narte4 Jom-.J~1at10 actintlN u • 70Ull8 bo7 ot 1,, 

i,1.ao1• ai1DIJIIU'jln 1n J>le Velt ID Ccalei1111181 Qa ieobia Zalt'!14 Y1enna, ta 

At of ti. & ........ AILIU'IIJa Ml8terua M,i~J oft .. 

- tbe ,oe11Cll otJtal.Nt •l•r, of 00 UUUIUJ. ll'iU,1111111 llrllltbl1'. 

I QM r1rat COJ:Te1nalldA11te to Clelau:~, CNOIINlofuie a4 

1 41ateq an.- tbl .U'll1at1ce. _. art1c1N &pJNn4 Dot 

~ 1n !!},e:ut but ala 1n Lcwm Pe!, 

an~_.._ Wit.Ii ~:!:I -s-•.;;• ... •• I ttneJl;, .. 00111.ed T1a 8vitaerla4 JIU1.a, ._. 

COlllldttee of ti. Jft1ah Del-tlana 4ur1Dg tM ----• cant ...... 

I art low.a Jlanllall, 

hW lu1.a I wnt lal4m, al, ri111 41N•1Dual tbll otnoe 1D ~ ... pa. 

n~ it ta Lead• u a Br1 1a Lbd.W Col'J)antl•• 'lor • ..,.i.at ,-re llr. 
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At tint 

~ aelt-e 

thought that tha 1Jlca11 trca tbe Jwi preaa lligbt •• tbe 

an4 ...,_ ~1table. But after a t• Jan of Ml'd. VQrk, 

w r■alis-4 tbat th1a 1•••1ble. Q am aD4 I ....... a apartant 1n a 

an4 tmD tua • •ullwv to tbe otticMt baton 7 o'cloat. t'Jl8 ~ bUoN 6 A.II. -■ 
• halt• 11 DJ, u4 aftc' tat houJt ,.. four or ~lft pr:n1•• .,,. JNl'8 Noh ot ua 

Ill AJtr1l, lSl!l., I mft4 t the tllite4 Stai.a, am\ after flff JMr8 an4 3 
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D0t a 1181_.INIIIIID but Louie Jllnball.1 
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t1m1\~ oa,w,~ ••• I ,.. J.o\d.a lluuall who~ our Apa,q •11t1u•'t tUQ' 

at-.....n-. w nb.1en 1\ to 01 mel oavol - ntllollt 111r being ILWN ot it. ti. 

.)nlah CCllllll"-9 ooou1caa enotaW ....__ttw to er1M:,e tba 

,,.~ am truct1IN ot our J.a• aq. t1Un1ae c:_._. .. • n111tar ot w ot tMN 

o- StteN. I Dav14 11reaalar, a 7 I dAI' 

Nta'blJ ebwm .. , at 
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' tbe JfA .... ~ 
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II\IIIDGl'UICI cm \bl ll'OUD4 ot iu ~ to b oa-uv. 

b7 nl>-.ccad.'ttN --laN 1'bat, tM , in• to 

be uetw.• ..i be tnie aD4 :1m.,rut•t." In n:1~1,Q 11a1rlWIIII letter I Louie Jlariball 

~ pl• tor •UjfJQl"'t; Gt tM an. t •• Jwa tmt ~e11x 11. vanura, 

BOt-.lllllAI, Jlortilllll' Sob:ltt, Ito., nc. 1111ft ._.. .. •unort tha l'tA. Ve 

none4 Nllsna uana cac• w wn OCIDflnoeil -tllat tM •-,rlM 

Grbeo•-••.-on.tu.ie • 

litU. obenoe 

• JlarMll1l felt :t 

plbltc Qir1te4 JaUT141ala. • we --O■ll to our nce1'Y1Dg ■uba ......... hUII 

1c1eol og!Nl boU.N. 414 8"' ~a9: Id■ * 
aJ'7 otha' Ml9UIMIIIU.oal, boq to .._...,... illtlalllNcmtaaieaA. 

ln tblt OCNl'N Oil Jean I -LY_,_ Yltll LoG.1• Jllraba11. a. toUoldJac 

IIQ' be GetMSr.1N4 u tM wtn ,omu or 111a naa ca tM a&•• hDct.iaua 

1. ~ Jlanlaall, ~ OJI tba aA -·-~ 11.pt to be teo \Ill u4 

1~1al., U4 tacsi• fnll ~ JQUtloal .,...... • -,.ow aA 

1 wmtt • latata lftel Oil nepau1'bWV ml a.,c,14 •••Umel 1•• 



.. -' -
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ortboloa !!f!'Y i!!!!!:1• Berona Jn1ah pablicatiaaa, etc. If 1 

to t.tl""' a "11M, Jlllnhilll relt, aA wou14 loae NM 1 

cantributcn 11h1ch wou.1.4 be au1c1c1al. 

3. Pencma WO gift to tM , PalNt ta. 0 to 

•mope, Pal.Nt1na or t tbe 92 1ut1tut1 bel.ODliDg tot.- I' arat1 t out 

how ~tr 11101:t.eY 1e NJLU :t. J!ownr, 1n tha O&N ot tbe JU., lllnbalJ. ,o1nte4 

that he our oduct 117 an4 bft aactq vha 'IMII.. o • It at 

tia NC- 4 • ttett , cow.4 etop hie ccmtr1but1cm acnpticm. 

Aecard to hill, the J'lA being 1·u,w,ec1. b7 the ~ and crit1oal 

--- ot eutora., enc t Gr O,,D1Dt1GU .Mlltiam:-W. It 

OOD.lttllnt 1mvwillance. kiri a11111afl'IIIII: na~ nv .....,__ learq 4et1M4 

tuk ot ob~tT.1 wul4 11111w 1 et.aw NJU'CUH1 • 

9119 APDD'T noe1ftl oaau1.lnlt1ma 

oa.UDlt hen 

caa11aa, ......... , etc. M Velran flm4a lllll'!an. 

wll u in ...... 
can.tn icu ._._ tM ICA 

JJl tM Un1-4 state ' 

tbl nm -•1• to tncl-.-. JfA alao recet 

uwllutroa .1ewiah CGl-l1·t1 1n • Rtbuton 

to tbl 3'lA --· •1--~Lng of & .Jwiah Ibo'■ vorl4. 

1• mmual n,orte 1n lch 1 t su~IN t.lMlrt. pri te 

,....,nP1J•• ( nhtb1t). At t once -~ an4 .-.. 

bell.U at t.be Aile, 1a tea- hPP9t ot 3,000 1DU.n.4uala 

tlll'01Md10ff tba 11l1tea ......... I 4o not recall arq ot1ael' cue ch 

amftlMI_. Mlldaft.1satlGD.. 

6Wlollll U llm~LLL lift4, the 1Jl4GtmlDCe at the 

uch lllnball.'• 'DOIMI'. 

Jw.lah JQP•Ja4;1 wt intelliS111t, ■iDoee T1garou lNiar. 

OM1l'N or -u. JIIU'II, tu aA•• nlatima Yitb tbe ZUcutiw ot tba 

ZlGD.iat VerU Clrlllll1Mti (Gr .llllriab 4'11m.q), ml ,UUnlarq With the llap1 
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~, 1llbo ..... tM 4Cldwu,♦.. •l I et, 4etetaatel. ftla ,.. 4ue ill JU't to • 

:protOIDI tittenlMle 1D ..... to ..._ probla at 1-M ~-- ot • MW11 ..-«17• 

.,.,,., all avo,,sox, -..SDg been conlit1cae4 w 'the Qata ....,.111na 1n tha1J' 

O\IIViee, ao not tNl u mma17 cm w.a l'JIINU• u wt , 1ri0111U1 Ao. 

ID IIMiU• • mal• flt inoidaaU W telseD plaoe. lllptt'• wrath ap1n•'t 

ta aA r....._ ita o11•x 41111.aa e. Arlo■lftff tr1111. IIQtU ,.. •turall7 ,_, 

aoticmJ ,, Iu INJ&1-R 1..,_. W been ■la1n an4 ti. llnielai■t StaTllll .. ca 

a1.al. ....._ a Ian llllUClt•81' oonn ta Jwlah 11.te, J'lA l■ • t.M qot. • tlle 

OGm411141ns ,-n1N to Mt 1lll1R ,_nsal1'7 ftua u. la b1at ,u'tialit.:,. Vblll ttae 

JD, ti •••-.le, n,-.i t.ltat Clttat llabbl Coak ,.. ...-1•1111 a a.r- tua4 tor 

fflq, IIIIJlrl wa nelllU'Ul. M tM _. et -. Vial, ,._ ~ ,.. aocautt.a, 

lllptt 1Nllll. a -1teno. Die aA Mt....-,•t (Nten lliltur), ou.1.el tbll 

men•teno. •~ to hSa, ~ ■--IN zi11t "Ve will nm tau map. 

I noelwct a cable ba eit.Mr tu Beeaut1w ar am at ta. prcwbwaat w,pt 1,..__.., 

I 4o not neall w1a1o11., baatuag ta aA Sn Tl.UAilllm -a ..... ta, J'l)bllab1ns tb1a 

stat•■-,. 

wx1■a a D11111 apDOJ ND to to Nhpud lta 1-.,u-tiali , it lt M8 

be-. Tiola-4 "1' • oan...-,mt, :la to •tat• Ida. Ve ,1nr1■■e1 1111.tae ~. 

e-. I 1n l•••l no•~, cam• • t• 111pa1■ .,._,,.i• ,._, t11e .m w 8°' 

belll 1-rtS&l 41111.Ds tbl .Arloe•att VSal, w flll a.. r, r..a tllat w 

W 41 11a1-. • 

.,,_ ,e.i- ......... tlla ~t1N IIDl Uftioultl• 1rbll'<lllt ill a -

Wt1N •• .., - ilea 1■ a •n:ur IN Milas• ... .., .. ml .rt:t.oiaq. to N 

~---•• •-IINNaroblllltlNtta1, t1111Saa11n•••• ...._. 

..... 
ca t1111 ~ ,,_,., anat efftotaq .. ~ • _.!MA at.la h11 ••e•aor,.. 

Sa•,•• na tlda 1'1NW. 'be 1-1. it a11 bllQ!lllll'9 ..,...,. ,- aaa~tt:. wt a 

aee1• 'tdaSoh nnwe bolll w11111Gt 11114 ettto141M7. trail ta 1111M * 
rtchlllt •-.aa--~ 11.r. ·••U-l --·- to aocnante .... 11111 ---
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COPY FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

THE MENORAH JOURHAL 

63 Fifth Avenue 

The Editor, 
xa,ional Jewish Post, 
416 South Meridian Street, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Dear Sir: 

Bew York 3, N. Y. 

August 2, 1949 

Last year, at a meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Mr. Boria Smolar, editor•in-ohiet, 
presented a series of formal charges ag'1nat Mr. Jacob Landau, 
managing director ot the agency. It 1a no secret that Mr. Smolar 
was acting at the time tor Kr. Jacob Blaustein, now president ot 
the .American Jewish CoDlllittee, who was then and still ia seeking 
:rul.l control ot JTA. The Jewish c,mummtty which foots the very 
large bills tor both JTA and the American Jewish Committee ia 
entitled to lmow what those charges are and why no action was 
taken on them. 

It wou1d be enlightening to know which officer 1n JTA's 
complicated corporate setup Mr. Sm.olar was speaking tor in his 
reply to your correspondent (NJP, JUly 29). Certainly not tor 
himself, tor aa a working journa1iat of many years standing Mr. 
Smolar knows better than most people that the :tacts presented 1n 
my study or JTA are irrefutable. 

I am fully confident that the investigation or JTA-ONA, 
started several months ago by the Colm.cil or Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds, will report substantially the same findings as 
t.hca e contained 1n my independent study. 

Every single tact and every statement 1n JirJ' study was 
checked and double-checked before publication. Documentary proot 
tor these and other tacts -- which for lack o:t space could not be 
incorporated in my 30-page study 1n THE MENORAH JOURBAL -- ia 
availab1e 1n my tiles. 

What I did not know or understand was presented first 
to 11r. Jacob Blaustein and, when he disclaimed responaibilitJ', to 
Mr. George Backer, president ot JTA-OHA, 1n the f'ol'm ot 20 queationa. 
Mr. Baolcer•a continued silence s1noe those questions were submitted 
to him on llay 6, 1949, shows that he does not dare to ananrer them. 
He cannot answer theae questions without revealing the lb.ole un­
savory mesa which he, llr. Blaustein, Kr. Landau and others have 
made ot JTA and tor which they are individually and collectiTely 
responsible. 



The Menorah Journal 

It is obvious now that JTA never had 81\f intention ot 
issuing the "documented refutation" which it promised the Engliah­
Jewish press. JTA 1 a attempt to suppress news ot mE MENORAH JOURNAL 
study by talae promises and implied threats ot legal action has 
tailed, although the text ot JTA 1 s telegram to all English-Jewish 
weeklies, itself news, was carried only by the Jewiwh Presa ot 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

Enough evidence of bias and suppression ot news in JTA's 
coverage can be presented to till a volume three times the size 
of mE MENORAH JOURBAL. 

Enough evidence can be obtained or the miause o.t public 
charity funds and ot irresponsibility ( to put it mildly) 1n the 
management of JTA to warrant the exclusion ot that news agency from 
any share 1n tax-exempt public funds. Small wonder that JTA, though 
publicly supported as a tax-exempt colllllUllell agency, refuses to sub­
mit or publiah audited reports or its own tinmces and those ot each 
of its aubaid1ariesl 

Kr. Smolar, aa you point ou:b, does not even attempt to 
answer 'llf1' revelations on the grave financial aide of JTA and its 
relations with tax-exempt wel.tare runds and philanthropic campaigns. 

Past and present steps by the American Jewish Committee to 
influence and control the policy or JTA through an •1nterlocking 
directorate•-- aa well as by grants ot hard cash-- give the lie to 
any cla1ms by JTA of objectivity and impartiality 1n news coverage. 

It ia now an open secret that the president of the American 
Jewiah Committee, Mr.Blaustein, propoaea to oust Jlr. Landau and 
seize complete control of a •reorganized" JTA at the Board ot 
Directors' meeting scheduled ror this month. 

The honor and good name ot the American Jewish community 
call for nothing leas than the removal from Jewish organizational 
lite ot Kr. Jacob Blaustein, Mr.George Backer, Mr. Jacob Landau, 
and all other ott1oera ot JTA-OHA respona1ble tor this aorry mess. 
Their silence 1n the face or the indiaputable tacts contained 1n 
11f3 stud7 convicts them at the very least ot evasion ot their pub­
lic responsibility. '!hey should not be entrusted further with 
any control or management ot public tax-exempt funds, whether 
through the American Jewish Conmittee or the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agenc7. 'l'he7 have rorte1ted public trua~. 

We need to eat1bliah a healthy, clean, reaponaible news 
agency ot high journaliatio standards which will be ethically 
Jewish in spirit and 1n deed, and which will serve the great 
.American Jewish comm.unity competently and economically with the 
news it should have but rarely geta. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Allen Leaser 

AL:BW 
Kanaging Editor 



108 EA ■ T 41ST 9TREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

August 17, 199 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street & Ansel Rd ., 
Cle eland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

' 

At the meeting of tle Board of Directors of the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency, held August 15th, it was duly resolved to hold the next Board of 
Directors meeting on September 13th, at 4 PM. 

This more than ample notice is being gi en because we want to have 
the largest possible attendance at th a meeting . 

The meeting is called at the Hotel Berkshire , Room 2o4 , for 4 Pi, but 
it is hoped that the directors will hold them.selves a ailable for an exte sion 
of the meeting through dinner and the evening hours . 

The usual practice of nominating alternate dates has not been followed 
in this instance because the date was set b the oard itself . 

I hope ou will make every effort to atte d . 

GB :RG : J 

Sincerely, 

L-~ ~ 
~ Backer 
President 
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THE JEWISH WELrARE rEDERATION 
AND 

THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND 
OF' CLEVELAND 

• JAooa LANDAU, MANAGING DIRECTOR 
JEWJSH TrLEGRAPHIO A8 ENCY 1 INC. 
106 EAST 41 &r,tEET 
'EW YORK 17, N. Y • 

DEAR • LANDAU I 

SE~EMBEII I , I 949 

IN P.ESPO SE TO YOU~ LETTER Or Au~usT 29, 1949, MAY WE POINT 
OUT THAT THr. DECISION TO ITHHOLO FUNDS F"ROM o• OR ANIZATIO 
WAS DIRECTED BY OUR BOARD Of' TRUST£E9. f WIS ACTIO 'WAS 8ASE8 
ON INl'"ORMATION OBTA INE l"ROM A NUMBER 01' SCURCI$. 

WE SHALL BE GLAD TO SUBMIT YOIIR l:ET:TER TO THE Btn)G Cot. AITTa 
WHEN IT NEXT MEET , AN THEY Wt LL C() I DER THE . ~ £R ANO Rf!:~ 
THt R r, DING TO THE BOARD OF. TR Ti • W£ SHALL I rOAM YOU 0~ 
THE RESULT OF THIS CONSIOERAllON"'AT- THE EARLIE POSSIBLE 
t. ~ T • 

s. uctitEL YN ·r s, 

Ht:NRY A• C ,KER s/ 
P ESI Ot rr 



, 
.. 

ft(l(J l'aoob X.ant!au 
!o: George Baekv f 

Bl: SDU(;'fUBAL PBQBT.Dll ~ Bl JfA 

~ recent dnelopa1nt• in tJw JD have proven how right Lolli JlarahaJl 

was wha he oppoaed the eatabliebwnt ot oowmmaJ board OYer th• JD. Be realised 

that a board woul.4 OP9ll the door to politics an4 tum the J'fA into an arena tor 

political tight. 

!hi• ia uactq what baa happeed. Jacob Blaust•1n obrtoual.y toll the 

Mxia ot "Rule or :Ruin.• !here can be no 4oubt today that Louie 1111.rahall was right 

1,hat an agency ahoul4 be a print. enterprise, I.Dd ahoul4 be aupported. cml.1' on tu 

ground ot ita uaetulneas to 'the r-CW1Jm:ft7. ~es, w cannot puah the clock back. 

It 1 obviou that tu D.ft' board 11118t be homogceoua -- otbervi the agenc7 

rill not be able to function etteot1ff17. !he emrpnce ot ti. State ot Israel hu 

created uv am Tital }JZ"Obl-. the nne Nr'Vice 1n thia nn 1tate v1ll. Mftr agree 

bnnch ottice ot an apnoy 1n f"onign comtry. b nl.4tionahi» betvNn 

-----=--- Iarul ottice ana. ti.•• York .Apnoy will :ve t . 1ett1.i by contract. In 

...-1,o'lihm, Par1.a, lumloe ilru, etc., tJw choice will be 'Wbe'ther to eatablieh local r 

L.11na.1"d9 or wheti:.r the7 v1ll be repreaentec! GD an intel"Jl&ticmal board o the Iarul 

.... Agency. !he tollCJWing »z1,nc1»1,ea ahoal.4 be kept in m1n4: 

(a) !he probla ia hov to recancil• the :,rincl)tle ot the trN4om ot the pre•• 

' that of c mal control.J 

(b) •C¢l>1ng ahou14 be done to WU-. tu ccnticlace ot the »n•• 1n the .Ag-.07; 

(c) It 1a 1na4Tiaabl tor 

& 7. !'he cc •m 1 ty ahould not be inTOl:nd wbenner the Agfm.cy 1a an:taganisillg 

ganrm11111.ta or otMr ilp)rt&nt tactoraJ 

(d) •o one ahoul4 be eligibl to tu Board 1n S.V York vho 1• an otticer ot 

an 14eolog1cal organisatian or vho 4oea not beline 1n the ,riD.ciple ot an 1.n4-,en4ent 

nm agenc7. In Tiff ot tlMa Pl"N&t ez»eri•c•, tu•• electiona ahoul4 be oarehl 

an4 gn4ual. 
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In I•rael no ganrnMn~ em;pl.o,ee or IIUlber ot the Govern:aent or employee 

or aem,er ot the Jff1.•h .Agency- hecutive ahoul4 be eligible to the Board to be 

created. Jlr. Lmdau 1n his recent confer nc s 1n Israel mde it clear that the J'lA 

seeks no subsidy troa either ~ governN1rt or the Agecy, nor lover cable taritta, 

nor 8:tf3 other privileges which would give it an alffntage onr any otMr news agecy. 

~ principle ot an 1n4-,mdent neva age,nc:, bu bMn v14~ accl&it-4 1n Isrul. 

••ither in ...-Yon nor 1n Iarael ahou.14 an orpnizatian be giTCJ. the right to 

anoint alllbera ot the load. ot lfr'uatN• or Board. ot D1recton ot the Agclcy-. 

~ choice ahoul.4 be ~•rably of w an4 v;:•1111 who are known for Jl04erate 

the in4epen4enoe of the Agen. y above any ,arty or other conaiderati e. 

PBOPMflB 
. 

It 1 ~ted to cantinu. the Boar4 of !rusteea or to eetabl1eh a f'.oUD4at1cm 

which ahou14 Tote or own Jlr. landau,•• •hare• in the •a York a-A. 

'fhia Boa.rd. should conaiet ot t leut 5 and n 1IOl'9 than 25 aDbera. '!he:, 

0 hould be general.q acc-_ptable. 'the:, ehal l be chosen by the preaent !'l"UatMI ot 
,:!) 

th• n.A.. 

!h main purpose ot the Board~ ~tee ~bell be to preeerre th• 1nte&r1t7 

and Uld.ependence ot the Agency. 

The Boar4 ot lfruatMa ahall elect the Boa.rd or Directore. lfh• Board :r 

Directors shell b oteeaionaI• or mm vho an fw.liar with the vork ot ti. Agee:,. 

!hey ahaJJ report to th8 Board ot ~ ... an the actiTitiea of the Apno:,. 
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toe EAST 41ST STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 3-2641 

> PTEM 5, I 49 

DR . 8 A HI LLEL ...,tLVER 

THE TE~iPLE 

CLEVELA '"', 11f., 

0 RO • ~ rLVER : 

.UITC A F"EW DR. iA l•,J DE1ELOP, ~ TS H E TAl<E PL CE I THC Llr- 0 - OUR 
GE !CY SINCE I LAST SAW OU . 

I VENT O ISRA L, WH RE I "P, T TWO 

ATTITUDE TH ' I . 0 A 1!TICIPATED T 'IAR 

SERVICE , PARTICULARLY Ar. G THE FDITORS 

T IS JD FOU JO A U H ~ RE U DERS TA 
THE P I JC I PLE OF A ! JOEPE 'DENT E ~S 

F f-P.AEL 13 P~ESS . 

UR I G f. Y ABSE CE, LAU TE I J C LLED A 'EE_ I JG OF OUR OARD HJ U 1PRE-
CE:JE Tl="C AN JER, e SI 1G HI .SELF I A p R G -\PH r OUR YLA JS ~HIC~ ALLO is 
TWC DI E T:JRS TO C LL A .--ET I rn . HE C LLCD TH Is r EC- I JG I I ifllf/C DE I rJCE OF 
GEORGE ACK :.R A JD '/H I Lf. THE TREASURER A I r YSELF E 8 0 D . ) I JE • r BEf1S 
SHO'ED l.JP , NOT OJE OF WH01 HAD EVER BEE A OFF IC R. Sor.1E OF THEt. 'EVER 1-!A 
APPEARED AT A .OARD r EETI G EFO ,- A JO S ME ~ RE RECEJT ACQUISITIONS . 

JG 

UL UST"IN CHARGED ~-E \/ITH HAVlflG SOL OUT T T OVE it.1~ T OF I SP.A EL ('JHlvH , 
OF O URSE , IS UU RUE) . HE I l 117-D TO THE EETI 'G T '/"' ~u OR I J TES F 11 JE , 
.R . APPELi , OU FIEL At, A O R . ... A 1 ::R, A CL RK 1 .JITI- II OM 8LAUSTEII HAD 
ESTABL ! HED CLAMD- TI 1£ C JT ACT . THE RE OLUT I ~! ~ i IC I 'JF.RE ADOPT _O UTH RI ZED 
BL UST_ I TO CA LE TO LOCl'CR TH T I HAO \JO RIGHT TO C JCLU E 1Y A GREE ENTS 
'BL STF:: I ' HAD /ITHOUT AUTHORIZATIO J ADDED 011 TO E<::OTIATE1 ) . tT '/AS URTH R 
DEC I ED THAT AFPEUJI N I S SIG TURE SH ULD 8E ~ A O T Y O ALL CHEOKS • THEY 
APPOINTED r,QM ITTEE F ONE 'GEORGE ALERT) T 1 -1 D OllT WHET l~R THE OPTION O 
P JR CHA - _ 'I' SHA ES C N BE EX!:RC I SEO • ANO HER CO.~~ I TTE~ WAS PPO I JTED TO 
AR A I E 1TH T E Cou CIL OF F"DER Tl NS MD EL RE Fu J SA TUDY OF OU A~,- CY , 
TO DF.TERt I E V ETHE C A SHOUL JOT BE ELI '11 J. TC.: , C ., ETC. U AU IT~ S JERE 
REQ TED T SE,J THE ALA ICE S EET F R 148 DIRECTLY TO ALL .E BERS OF Tl-I Ol ARD . 

THESE OECISIO 1S , IF C RRIEO OUT, 'NO LO HAVE IVE I BL USTEIN C .PLETE L . 
Fo THE LA T FE~ E RS HIS I 'FLUE, CE I THE EDITORIAL EPART E T HAS OE -
C ISIVE, SI ICE 31.0L ' LOO< TO HI~ FOR GUID Nv • y Al' I tl PPEL~. tJ I ATURE 

DATORY , HE c, IJLC HA 'E TOPPED ALL OU DUS I ESS TIVITIE AT ANY I 'E . 

01 y RET N, I I JSI TED O, N I 'EO IATE OA O .:::ET I rn .n ICH OOK Pl. CE ON 
A GUST 15TH . THE "E TI G DEC t OED T SUSPEl'O THE I MPL E /EtJTAT I er Or ALL HEC' LU -
T 10 IS OPTED T HE BLAUST IN EETl~G UNTIL TH EXT E Tlt'G O TUE O Y , 

EPTEt ER l'"'Tl--1, AT 4 O 1 CLOCI< I TIIE FTE !OOJ . I T 'JA JILSO OECIDEO THAT 
BLAUSTEIN HOULD LET US HAVE THE F HIS ~EETING . I CH RbED 
IJITH C ➔A CTE ASS. SS I TION A THE AGPEC:O T •AT A , lJ T OF J-J 

LOOI I TO L UST I 11 S Cl-<IA "'ES A O IW "'H G SA I ST LAU TE IN. 

IS C ISREGA 01 1 TdE F 
D EJ_ TS HE CURT OF H 

R TI .N !ID EL RE UI S , 

- TqE - I H G • I TTEE 

IJS n-E 

0 
1 r Er 

IT. 
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108 EAST 41ST STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 3·2641 

R . d~ HILLEL ILVER -2 -

HE D I D .X 'TLY THE S AE T IING FIFT Ef ') JT:1~ 0 1 T THE ... E-lf'G 

APRJ L 27 , I 48 , !HE Hf A EA L..-l GTHY STATEi ED FULL OF CH rG AbAI ST 

E , IT T l< ,E PRA•,TIC LLY yr-At- I '•IL t :-1!! LLY 3 TAI JED • ,OPY OF' THE 1• UT S . 

THAlKS TO f LAUSTE I J ArD H RRY Lu IA, ·11-10 IS COOPEt;AT I JG \'/I H -llf/1 1 UfTE FE'-1 

JELFAHE rUf\lOS , l t!C L IJD l ,J" CLEVELAND , A'.1E \'J ITHHOL D I NG GRtt!TS TO OU A ,E JCY . TH I S 

DE VE LOP ~!:: T, TOGE TH'.:: R WI TH THE LC,SS OF 75 , 000 FROM THE ~! TI <\ JAL U JA '0 A llJCH 

REDUCED l flCOl.1E F Rm. THE E\'J YORK UJA , PLACE OUR AGENCY IN GRAV JEOPARDY . 

I UNDERSTAND THAT HF.NRY ·ON TOR HAS BEEN PULL I 4~ ~II RES 1 HERE At 10 tr 1 ISRAEL ,A SA I ST 
us . EC u~ H I '. 'J_ R OT c _TTI IG THE: 75 , 0v Fl O ,HE TL UJr . H ... H RGES US 11TH 

S I DI 'G 'JITH YOU I Tl-IC: ' t' LI - '.',' ITt-1 hlM e 
To tY A IAZEMENT , Eo~AR ~AROURG , F OR THE FIRST Tl~E I N THE t ANY YEARS OF H I S 

t'EM Ef<SH Ip ON OUR OARD , TURl'IED UP AT THE BLAUSTE I tl ~- EET I tlG . I ur• ERS TANO HE ·,As 

I l~DUCCO TO 00 SO BY LEAVITT • 

I A FA C I !G PRACT I CALL 
SAY , SUCH A FRO.JT, D SP 

POLITI ALF CTOR . 

A UN I TED II PH I LA JTHROP I C 11 F ON T . NO , ATTER ~ AT OTHE 1'? PE PLE 

E ITS SUPP SEOLY JO •-POLITI AL CH A ACTER, IS A GR EAT 

THE ' I POI 'T I TE ErJTI RE CO'IIT OVE SY IS 11 LA u •s SHARCS 1 
- SHARES I I NON -

PROFIT COR PO TI N WHICH ilE VER "< L G T ~•E AIIY ' TEP I AL OE EF IT M'O 'J II CH ARE 
' TED CY A OARD OF T USTEES • LA UST~ IN l<rJOWS TH T I EVER USED THE SHARES , T HA T 

SA ! ATTE OF FACT THEY WE t!E VER VOTO EVEN 13Y T HE i RVSTEES . ALL D CISIC NS 

HA VE 9 EE tl T !"E '-I ny T HE Go I ADE IT CLEAR TO TIIE J- I SH AGE JCY 'N O r 1ENT 

OF. ISRAEL T H T ►,£ DO 10 TO BE S 8S1- 1 ZED BY EITHER . _/4-1 
I A NOT WILING T O A ~C 50 , )00 , s BLAUSTEI 1 l l'IS I STS , OR 1,/ ,ooo FR rv 

Al ES . I TH - T A BOA D OF TRUS T ES ~ I ISOFA T E 

~ R I O II S-tA C F ()llR •-L TO E 1.RD 

I l I s L ( , I •s C E lfJTO =-ORCE V/H "JEVE I DECI E TO 

· TIRE) PnOVl -..D HIS R W 'JLD OE C RE ULL C l"S t SC TOE ISU .:-

T Lf E I JnF. PE i E 'OE 0- OUF' JS I TO PU L CI TY A ~ C F R O :E 

0~ M RF' OUP3 . 

IT I 5 Or THC" U . ' ST I f1P R "ICE - ~ ·r ' U A E D OARD 1EE I NG t 1 EPTE E 13TH . 

THIS ETI JG - 110 I T CXAGGERATE - \'/ IL L BE F THE ' ST C U , I AL I MP RT A CE , 

THf" E !TIRE ""U LIRE OF THE JTA OE PE OS l -l IT . I SI 1CE, LY HOPE y I AY s E vou. V/AY 

CL R TO ATTEND . 

'1 1TH Kl 1DE ... T REGA OS . 

VE Y S ltJCE, ELY YOURS , 

JL :F 

P , '-" • I Af.1 I:'. CLO I tJG 

A I HIS PLY • L~O 

,0°Y OF A LET TER I H VE 1E CE lTLY W I TTEN TO 

0 NOUM nt T IJCT1J L P O ,S • 

R. IENHY OCK R, 



106 EAST ~laT STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi bilver: 

Sept. 6, 1949 MURR.O.Y HILL 3-2.641 

FORMAL NOTICE 

Please take notice that pursuant to a resolution by the Board of Directors 
of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc., on August 15th, 1949, a meeting of the 
Board of Directors will be held Tuesday, Sept. 13th, 4 PM daylight saving time, 
at the Berkshire Hotel, Room 204, 21 East 52nd Street, New York City, for the 
purpose of: 

1. Report of the Structure Committee. 

2. Reviewing Minutes of Jl.llle 28, 1949 meeting of Board of Directors. 

3. Transacting such other business as may come before the meeting ·or 
any adjournment thereof. 

You are cordially invited to attend. 

Sincerely, 

!:z~ 
President 

GB:RG:J 

P.S. Please be prepared to have the meeting extend thru dinner and after. 



t06 EAST 41ST STREET • NEW YORK 17, N . Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Sept. 6, 1949 MURRAY HILL 3-2641 

I understand Landau has told you how crucial the Board meeting 
of September 13th Will be. 

I hope you find it possible to attend. 

The meeting will take place at 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
at the Berkshire Hotel, Room 2o4. 

With kindest regards, 

GB:F 

Cordially yours, 

George Bae er 
President 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
F.ast 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silvers 

75--,:J 197th Street 
Utopia Station, Flushing, N. Y. 
September 7 1949 

It is my unpleasant duty to call to your attention Mr. 1'3.zrue 1 reply 
(copy of which is enclosed) to my August 27th letter (copy of which 
I sent you recently). 

I find it difficult to believe that Mr. 1'3.zrus 1 rather cynical defi-
9nce of his Board of Directors is in fact to constitute the last word 
in the matter. Of course, it is not hard to understand why Mr. Laz -
rue should now be so eager to overlook hie definite promise to me 
that I would appear •at the next Board meeting,• but hie reasons, I 
am afraid, must be characterized as consistent neither with the integ­
rity nor with the communal purpose of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 

I am therefore renewing my request to be heard by your Board, and I 
have every confidence in your fair-minded consideration of that re -
quest. 

Of course, if ~be Board enforces, as I believe it should, its pledged 
guarantee of immunity against reprisals, and in consequence orders my 
reinstatement outright, perhaps my appearance at the eptember 13th 
meeting may not be necessary after all. 

encl 

Very respectfully yours, 

Ingram Bander 
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Cl.Ass oF Sm.vrca 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless Its de­
ferred character ls in,. 
dicated by a suitable 
s,mbol above or pre­
ceding the addrea. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

W. P. MARSHALL, PR:ZSIDEN'I! 

1201 
SYMBOLS 

DL-0.y Lett« 

NL-Nlahr Letttt 

LC-Defen-ed Cable 

NL T-Cable Nlcbt Lener 

Ship lladlolnffl 

Tbe 6liua time shown iD t.be dAle liM ca......_ and dav 1 .. •tere ill STANDARD TIME at point of oriain, 'lune of reoeipt • STANDilD THIE at point of deetioatioD 
(' 'I I, -

1,, .... -; ~ 
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• orce cl r, Preai nt 
J Tol C Agency 
106 t 1- et 
New York 17• York 

l(v dear Kr. Bae r 1 

'fllank you .for om"' • oote. I s 
tend tl meet .n.,: on the Jth. Jnr.·--+,.-.. 
Board t ets thct. - t .t'irflt 
I tat n it. 

S8p1'temher 12, 1949 

ch lfr..e to at,­
~ own Temple 

of the season - am 

Aa you lmmr, I av been far years deeply in rested 1n the 
work o tho J ish elesr phic , -rey an:l hav admired the 
aost able and voted aervice o • an in drleloping 
this important 1l8'ffll . rvice. I ho t t mthing will be 
dot• to •aken the A ncy or 1mpa1 r • Laniau • s u 1\tlneaa 
to the organisation. 

Very cordially yours, 

A 
AHS1 r 



Cl.Ass OF SER.VICI! 

This Is a full-rare 
T clegnm or Cable­
gram unlesa Its de­
ferred chancrcr is in­
dicated by a suitable 
•vmbol above or pre­
c:edin, the address. 

WESTERN. l20l 

UNI ON -11.91. 
1949 

W , P . MARSHALL, P R E SIDENT S£p 
- -

The film& time shown iD tbe date 1iM • telepame and day letters ia STANDARD TIME at point ol orisin, Time of receipt ia STAND 

.. ~.r s. CL01 3 lL PD DJPL I CA TE 

:DR ABBA HILLEL SIL VER= 

; CL E V E ( T HE T I 1t L A f s 

OF TEL r.:-p HOI ED TEL :GRA 1J= 

RD A1 D 1 5TH)= 

SYMBOLS 

DI. •Day Letttt 

NL T•Cahle Night Letter 

Sbta, lladiosra,. 

atpointofdestinauon 

> s, 

THA Jl<S YOU . L ETT P OUR STRUCTURE LAdS VJAS ADOPTED AT 

YESTERDAYS BOA D k EET JllG SEVE f AL iv EMBERS I i GLUD l 1· G LPUST f fJ 

RES IGNED I AP Pr EC I I\ TE YOUR PROL1 I SE TO URGE ROCKER TO REL AS 

THE $5000 SORELY E-DED REGARDS= 

=BAC ER = 

DI 0011.~In' WILL APPRECIATE BOOOESTIONB FROM ITS P£.TB.ON8 CONCERNING ITS SER ICE 



COUNC Il.. OF JFJfI H FEDER.AT IO. S AND rELf ARE FUNDS 
165 East 46th street ew York 19, N.Y. 

September 21, 1949 

E 0 

FROU: CJFi' 

TO: EXECUTIVE OF MEMBER AGENCIES 

The Board of Directors of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency held 
a meeting on September 13th. The major issues urxler discussion were 
the question of structure and reorganization and policies of age~y 
administration - matters on which members of the rloard have been in 
disagreement for some time. 

Jacob Blaustein, Mrs. Edward G. Jacobs, Albert Lieberman, Dr. 
M. J. Karpf and Frank Weil have resigned from the Board and have issued 
the following statement: 

"The undersigned have resigned from membership on the Board 
of Directors of the Jewish Telegraphic gency." Because 
of our long dissatisfaction witn the structure, admini tra­
tive practices and policies of JTA and its affiliates, and 
our inability to persuade tne pr sent administration to 
take what we be.Lieve to be the necessary actions", we have 
no choice but to disassociate ourselves from any further 
responsibility for the agency and its affiliates. 

11 In our opinion, a thorough impartial study is needed of 
the management practices, the value of the services of 
JT and its affiliates, and the relationships of JTA with 
its affiliates." 

The JTA has submitted an abstract from the stenotypist•s record 
covering part of the discussions mich took place at the September 13th 
meeting, at, which and following which these five members resigned. 
This materlal indicates tnat it as voted to appoint a committee of two to 
develop a plan discussed at the meeting to be made effective before the 
end of 1949 for changes in JTA structure. Changes wera discussed which 
involved the appointment of a ne Board to be chosed by the remaining 
members of th~ present JTA who did not resign; the calling in of all 
stock• th transfer of stock in the American JTA corporation owned by 
the anagin Director to the ne Board without payroont; the transfer of 
hares in country branches of JTA (Israel, &,.gland, !''ranee, etc) to local 
odies in those communities; estab ishroont of ONA as a separate organi~a­

tion which will directly handle its own financing apart from the JTA. 

The specific resolution into hich the actions voted Ki will be 
formulated is being prepared and as so>n as this is receiv d, we shall 
send a cop of our member a encies. In the meantim, we are attempting 
to secure fuller details re arding this and mot relating actions and 
discussions. ,hen thu material is received, we plan to issue a complete 
report on this developments in the JTA. 
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COUNCIL OF JE\YISH FEDERATIONS AND 1vELFARE FUNDS, INC. 
165 ,est 46th st., New York 19, .Y. 

Mr.George Backer, ?resident 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
106 East 41st Street 
New York 17, N.Y. 

Dear George: 

September 22, 1949 

I am enclosing for your information a memorandtL~ which we 
distributed to our member agencies. You will note that this report 
deals with the resignations of JTA Board members and quotes thePmaterial 
which you sent me yesterday on the action taken by the JTA Board. 

In view of the complicated issues involved in tne JTA situa­
tion, it seems to me that we must develop a comprehensive report so that 
our member agencies may be fuily infonned. I do not believe that the 
excerpts which you sent me of the discussions at the last Board meetings 
give an adequate picture of all the factors in the situation. I agree 
with you that we do not wish to intensify a controversy and we certainly 
have no desire to deal with a ''clash of personalities". I am sure you 
will recognize, however, that the resignations attended as they were 
by a public statement have raised many questions and that our member 
agencies must be informed in as great detail as necessary to provide 
clarity and understanding. 

May I, therefore, request that we be allowed to study the 
full stenotype records of recent Board meetings. Our staff will be 
glad to study these records in your office since I appreciate tnat they 
are confidential. In accordance with our usual practice, we shall sub­
mit to you for clearance prior to distribution a draft of the report 
which we prepare and any questions of fact and interpretation which you 
may have concerning our statement ~ill be subject to discussion. 

e should like to proceed with our report as quickly as 
possible and I hope, therefore, that you can make the records available 
to us by the beginning of next week. 

Cordially, 

H. L. Lurie 
Executive Director 
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3Jefuis4 'melegrap4ir /\gent\?, clnc. 
106 EAST 41ST STRCET NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Sept. 27, 1949 MUnR Y HILL 3-2641 

Backer and I appreciated your taking the pains to advise us of 
tomorrow's meeting. 

Enclosed is a letter and memorandum to Backer provoked by Lurie's 
letter and release to the Welfare Funds. 

With hearty thanks for your intervention and my best wishes to 
you and Mrs. Silver for a Happy New Year, 

JL:RG:J 
encl. 

c/ 

Sincerely, 
/ 

~r-d,u-~"""'-
/ Managing Director 

P.S. Am attaching first part of my ~ t ~ed reply to JB which gives 
you something of the background. I hope you will find time to 
read it. 
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DAY LETTER 

SEPI'EMBER 27, 1949 

MR. GEORGE BACKER 
'1ff!SH TEIEGRAPHIC AGENCY 
lo6 EAST 41. STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

LOCAL FEDERATION WILL ACT ON JTA ALLOCATION TOUCRROW NOON. 

IT HAS SOLICITED OPINION OF COUNCIL WELFARE FEDERATIOlJS. 
~~.__.. ............ 

SUGGEST THAT YOU SEND IMMEDIATELY IN TIME FOR • ETI? G YOUR 
I\ 

VER.SI ON• REGARDS. 

SILVER 
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OCTOBER 18, 1949 

THE STORY BEHitID THE SURVEY MISSION 

A special report prepared for the Overseas News Agency 

BY JON KIMCHE 

LONDON--When the composition of the U.N. Survey Group for the 

Middle East - to give it ~ts full title - was first announced I was 

still in Lausanne. The interest there was centered on the British 

appointment and on the implications behind it. The Israeli delega­

tion had been told enough about its broader intention to withdraw its 

earlier opposition to British participation in the Survey. 

Indeed almost from the beginning of the Lausanne talks the idea 

of the Survey hovered in the background as a kind of miracle man who 

would be called upon "to do the tr:Lck" when the right moment arrived. 

It was first worked out during the Beirut Conference between the Con­

ciliation Commission and the Arab States towards the end of last 

March. 

At this Conference Mr. Robert McGhee, the present Under-Secret­

ary or the State Department responsible for Near Eastern Affairs, 
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and Mr. Mark Ethridge who was then the American member of the Con­

ciliation Commission, worked out a fairly detailed plan for economic 

aid to all Middle Eastern States on condition that they undertook to 

settle the Arab refugees and put their own economic affairs in order. 

Mr. Ethridge explained the plan to me as far back as last May. 

Only at that time, it was conceived that an "Agency'• should be formed 

to start and supervise the execution of these works, and not begin 

with another Survey. In fact, when Mr. Ethridge came to Lausanne at 

the end of April, he expected that this "Development Agency' as he 

called it then, would be formed almost at once. He also explained 

that it would have an American Director and a British Deputy in view 

of Britain's supposed influence with the Arab states. 

I was to learn later - early in September - that while Mr. 

Ethridge was expounding this proposal to me in Lausanne, Mr. McGhee 

had come to London and had a series of conversations with the Foreign 

Secretary and with Sir William Strang, the Permanent Under-Secretary 

of the Foreign Office. 

Mr. McGhee's proposals greatly impressed both men. It was de­

cided that the British Deputy Director should be nominated at once -

even before the name of the American Director was l'nown. Now came a 

highly significant step in the Survey's history. Instead of pickinG 

one of the many Middle East experts attached to the Foreign Office 

who have such a formidable and resounding record of failure to their 

credit - at least in recent years - Mr. Bevin's choice fell on a man 

outside the Foreign Office who was noted for his characteristic in-

dependence of outlook. 
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Sir Desmond Morton, who had been ope of Mr. Churchill's Sec­

retaries during the war, was recalled from his post on the Repara­

tions Commissions in Brussels. Mr. Bevin promoted him to the acting 

rank of Ambassador Plenipotentiary and gave him wide powers to act 

for the Government on the proposed Development Agency. 

Everything therefore seemed set fair at the end of April for 

this new chapter in the life of the Middle East. And then someone 

failed to turn the next page. Sir Desmond Morton had come to London 

and had started preparations for his job. But in Lausanne there was 

embarrassed hesitation by the Americans when I enquired about the 
• 

supposed imminent appointment of the Development Agency. In London 

also the Foreign Office curiously inquired from the .t'.\mericans about 

the fate of Mr. McGhee's proposals. 

At the time, however, both the Foreign Office in Whitehall and 

the Conciliation Commission in Lausanne were left in ignorance about 

the most recent developments in Washington. May, June, July and most 

of August passed without any formal signs from the State Department 

either to London or Lausanne as to i,rh a t was holding up progress. 

Now we know. When at the end of April Mr. Ethridge reported 

from Lausanne that they were all set and waiting for the McGhee pro­

posals, the State Department and the President suddenly had cold feet. 

There had been difficulties in Congress over other appropriations and 

it was considered unwise to spring another demand for cash at this 

::.tage. 
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Accordingly the President informed Mr. Ethridge in Lausanne 

that it was necessary first to have a political peace agreed upon 

between Arabs and Israel before he would give the green light for 

the McGhee proposals. It upset all calculations. The Arabs were 

emphatic that they could not agree to any resettlement of the Arab 

refugees until they knew what financial support was forthcoming. The 

Israelis also believed that a settlement was impossible without 

large-scale development plans and resettlement schemes financed by 

international sources. 

Mr. Ethridge tried to work the President's formula. He failed 

and returned to the States in June. Then came Mr. Raymond Hare. He 

also tried and failed and returned to Hashington in July. Then came 

Mr. Paul Porter, an able and accressive negotiator. He too tried -

hard; he too failed. He too went to Washington in August - but to 

persuade the President of the need to change his earlier ruling. 

The President agreed but made some modifications in the earlier 

plan of Mr. McGhee. The proposa.1s were watered doim. The Development 

Agency was to become a Survey Mission and the money was to come from 

international funds rather than from Congress. The President pro­

ceeded to appoint Mr. Gordon Clapp of the Tennessee Valley Authority 

as Director after General Lucius Clay and Mr. Philip Reed of the 

General Electric Corporation had refused the appointment. 

t the end or · the first week in September, the respective 

British and lunerican heads of the Survey Mission converged on Lausanne, 

followed closely by the French and the Turkish members. In view of 
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the suddenness of the President's decision and the peculiarities of 

the State Department's communi0ation system none of the four members 

knew what were the revised terms of reference of the Survey. All 

they had been told was that the original McGhee scheme had been 

watered do~m but that Mr. Clapp would probably enlighten them when 

he arrived from Washington. But the general feeling was that the 

earlier life-blood had been sucked from the McGhee proposals and that 

Clapp's schemes would be cast in minor key and would disappoint the 

hopes of Arabs and Israelis alike. 

It looked indeed as if this golden opportunity to introduce a 

new and constructive element into the Middle East situation would 

again be lost - as so many had been in the years gone by. But then 

the revised views of the British Government were put befo~c the Com­

mission and supported with marked energy and ability by the British 

member, Sir Desmond Morton . 

This new Brl tj_oh outlool{ produced an entirely new situation. 

It approached the fundamental problems with encouraging realism. 

The Arab states had to be impressed that the only solution for their 

refugees was resettlement and not return to Israel. It would be un­

wise for all concerned to agree to more than 100,000 Arabs living in 

Israel. This figure might be adjusted if the Gaza coastal strip was 

ceded by Egypt to Israel. 

The Israelis for their part would also have to contribute their 

share for this added securj_ty to their state. They would have to pay 

a generous lump sum as compensation and should also consider the trans 

fer of the Iraqi Jewish Community~ estimated at about 200,000 - from 
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Iraq to Israel. This would relieve the Arab states of their largest 

Jewish minority in their midst. 

Economic development would proceed on two levels - the immediate 

and the long term proposals. The schemes considered under these 

heads were the following: 

Firstly., the settlement of the / rab refugees which would take 

about six years. The first stage of resettlement would place 150.,000 

in the Gezira district of Syria and 100,000 in the Jordan Kingdom 

and the Arab part of Palestine. This phase would talce 2-3 years. 

This phase would also include the resettlement of those refugees who 

would be returning to Israel. 

The second phase would consist mainly of the resettlement of 

another 120,000 refugees in the Euphrates Valley. 

The third phase would bring another 200.,000 refugees into the 

Khabur valley of Syria and possibly some 20,000 to Iraq. 

The development work would therefore in the first instance be 

primarily directed towards these resettlement programs. The schemes 

for this need no further Survey. They have all been prepared in 

great detail by British and American firms. All that is necessary is 

the necessary machinery and the consent of the Government con~erned 

On one point however the British made an important reservation. 

They did not agree with the proposal of the Hayes Commission for a 

Jordan Valley Authority which would J.eave the ·i.control of the waters 

of the Jordan entirely in Israeli hands. Instead the British urged 

an alternative plan which would leave control neither in the hands of 
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Israel or the Arabs but in that of some ipternat1onal authority. 

However, the important thing is not so much the consideration 

of the detailed schemes as the realization by the British Government 

that action is the essential part of the Survey. The first reports 

from Beirut indicate that the Mission is indeed proposing to start 

with some smaller schemes almost at once and that once its report to 

the Conciliation Commission and the Assembly is approved at the end 

of this month, it can go ahead on the larger proposals. 

It is thus the one important factor that everyone has always 

talked about but which has always been missing in the Middle East. 

Stripped of its trimmin~s, it is a Marshall Plan for the Middle East -

and the Middle East needs it as urgAntly as Europe had need of the 

European Recovery Program. 

Oddly enough opposition has come from two strangely assorted bed• 

fellows: the old Middle East set at the Foreign Office, and the Rus-

sians. Russian opposition is understandable and needs no comment •. 

But a word must be said about the Foreign Office reaction. It would 

seem that Sir Desmond Morton's appointment was not very popular among 

the 11 regulars." The reports of the new British policy coming from 

Lausanne were pooh-poohed and tortuously discredited by the Middle 

Easterners who evidently do not believe in the new approach reflected 

it seems by Morton and it seems also by Strang. The new policy thus 

will still have to fight for its life within the portals of the Foreig1 

Office. 

* * * • 
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ment, during the first 12 months of the new state's axis ence, allocated 13,000,000 
pounds for housing projectso 

The Finance Ministe~ s 3.te"" tha.t 1 t -;,.; j ll ~o necessary to give up plans for a 
world-wide Jewi r, h loan f or. Isr· el this yi.:J i:-..~• :Lr.1 o:-:·cer -co eYo:!.d 1.nterference with exist­
ing fv.nd. -raisi!~Q Cfl.mpuigas.. In concl·:.iai8rJ, Mr·. Ka ::;>.lan expr-cssed optimism at pros­
pects for the co:;ntry 's eoon.:>~i c reoovery, -wh:.c~ he sa:!.d wou:;.d come "during the tra:i-
s i tory yoJA..rs~" E'e voi~ed t!le :10Je t!w.t private in,;rest.ment ce.pital wo~ld "flow into 
Israel wht:n the national wealth iiaves the way for it.' 

Dobki ~ Calls on Zionists t0 !:1II1igrate to Jewish Sta+,e _ _.._......, _________ - ------------------------
Eliahu Dobk~n, immig-~ation chief of the Jewish Agency, emphasized the dan6er 

of a "deadlock in irlTilic3rat.ion as a result of the depj_ei;ion of reserves in the Midale 
East and following tte clos.i.n ~ of the nigration ga,tes of Hungary and RUI!le.nia." In an 
appeal directed to the 7.1500,000 Jews 11"7':in{! in English-speaking countries, Mr. Dob-
1-:in saj.d the "hour has s~·.ruclc for ever:, Zionist to aslt: hj_msEslf whether he is new pre­
pared to immigrate to Isr-ael." 

LT'l recent wee ca, he recalled, "we witnessed the controversy in the United 
States in uhich "?:-:em.ier ~en Gurion was cta:c-ge0 with eal:>ota1i ng the efforts of the 
United Jewish Al.)~9e.l because or b.is da:ring to ur~e t!le im.-rn1g!'a+ion (to Israel) of 
American Jewc~ 11 ~tis, -'~h8re:'oro. Mr. Do1Jl:1n cont.inn.ea, "i.mperative" to demand im­
plementation ct t~1e full principles of ZtonisI!l. Jews l l vine outside Israel must be 
told, he conel!At:io.:l; that "whce":er considers hiII'.self a Zionist must of duty come 
to Israel." 

Levi Eahkol, Jew:J.sh Agency reasarer, st.a t ed t .hat the settlement and agricul­
tural pro ams aJ.one of t'.le Keren Hayesod inyolve an expeno.iture of 30,000,000 pounds 
(appr0ximately tc"31t_.OOO,OOC) -1 Mr ~ FH°t'Yol als o sa1.d Ile was "privilegecJ and crat eful to 
announce that in recen-t days" ·chousau e of im.nj g!.•ent,a in reception camps in Israol 
have "developed an eo.ner tende cy to se·ttle on the land." 

In a message to ths parley: Presid9nt Chaim We izmann stressed that creation 
of the Jewish state requi1:·ed ,;Zionist hir:h t.enbion a d Zionis t volun eer contribu­
tions from the entire ''Ji•1:.s :h !Jt-OJ:le, b'Jt.~ he1·e anr abroad, for the speeding up or the 
ingatherinP, from the dis:}E:'t'&irm, a. ... 1 cl for crea t~ 0:1 of conditio"'ls of absorp ion for 
masserw II of i:nmigran~a e 'J.1 ~:iE. h'3r-en H~yesod, t ;1e I s :,,:oael Pres idett 'a messaae continued, 
is the "o~ly inst.rument for 1•ee.liza.tion uf the Zionist, v:lsion." 

l3en Gurion •s ~emar~ Not, Aimed a+, ~;..Q~.!.L-~,!el Fri~ch D~~res 

NEW YORK, Nov. 7~ {JTA) -- Daniel F!'isch. president of the Zionist Organiza­
tion of America, asked t o comment on Mr, Ben G,l:'i.vn ' s speech, stated that "by no 
stretch o:. the imagination con:.a. the L~rael Premier have had the z.o.A. in mind." He 
said the z.o.A. pursues a ~olicy of mutual cooperation with the Israel Government, 
baaed on the premise of ono not mixing in the intern 1 affairs of the other. 

FUN!)S WILL NCT COME TO ~RA...li1L FRO~ ABROAD UMLE3S GOVE'R~-mlT IS MODIFIED, BEIGilT SAl§ 
----;,_..~----------------------_;,,..;----.--------- ----

TEL AV"IV, Novo 7. (JTA) -- "Gold am! silver will no lonGer stream t.o Israel 
from the Diaspora countries if a. ratlice.l mociifica+ion of the country's regime" ·ace~ 
not occur., Mena.chem Bei ~n, lea5er of the Herut P :-ty, declared here last night at a 
dinner tendered in hie honor on the occasion of his return from an extensive overseas 
trip. He said that Israel's trado bdlac~e deficit was 30.,000,000 pounds ($84,000,000) 
and said it was "beyond covorage." 
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Dr. A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

HARRY ToRCZYNER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N . Y. 

VANDERB I LT 6 - 6327 

December 8, 1949 

Re: J. T .A. 

In accordance with your request, I wish to outline for 
you the present status of the J.T.A. crisis. 

1. As you will remember, J~cob Landau had offered to 
turn over his shares in the J.T.A. (American operation) to a 
new Board. 

This offer was made under the assumption that a 
flow of money from the welfare funds,which had been reduced to 
a mere trickle, ould continue and be increased. However, pay­
ments have been stopped. At a meeting to be held on December 
9th in Cincinnati, the welfare funds will act in regard to J.T.A. 
in taking into consideration the modus of reorganization of the 
Board. 

2. The list which had been prepared for such new 
Board of twenty-five members was overloaded with elements from 
the progressive camp and their fellow-travellers, and contained 
the implicit threat that the welfare funds would exercise a dir­
ect control over the list, thereby imperiling the independence 
of J.T.A. 

3. Dr. Nahum Goldman, who had a hand in preparing 
this list intimated that the Jewish gency would be willing to 
give 80,000 upon the condition that Landau would step down 
immediately as manager, that he would accept to be replaced by 
his brother-in-law Victor Bienstock, Rudolph Sonnenborn to be­
come the Chairman of the Board. 

4. Therefore, at the meeting of the present Board 
last Monday, December 5th, Landau made a statement that his offer 
had been made upon the assumption of further actual aid on the 
part of the welfare funds, and upon the assumption of the crea­
tion of an "independen1!' board. That if moneys in the amount of 
· 70,000 would not be forthcoming by December 20th and if an 
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"independent" board would not be appointed, his offer would have 
to be reconsidered. 

5. Presently salaries have not been paid and the 
treasurer, Ralph Lazarus, and the Chairman of the Board, George 
Baker, are bringing pressure upon Landau to go ahead with the 
reorganization as originally planned in order to save the situa­
tion. 

6. I have pointed out to Landau that he pursues a two­
fold objective: 

(1) The protection of his personal interests with 
as maximum demand the retention of the manage­
ment with a five year contract and a pension 
after the expiration of eaid period of five 
years. 

(2) The independence of the J.T.A. 

I have also pointed out to Landau that he is too close 
t the picture and too vulnerable to fight such a battle directly. 
Also from the public relations point of view, the impression has 
been created, rightly or wrongly, that he had committed himself to 
the turning over of his share in the American operation at least, 
and that therefore this turning over of the shares should take place 
in such a manner as would 

(a) reflect a gesture in the public interest; 

{b) protect his own interests; 

(c) insure the creation of a board which would 
actually be independent. 

In order to achieve this objective and after consult­
ing with Dr. Neuman,,, I recommended: 

(1) That Landau should turn over his sharesto ~hree 
or five people, who would represent the puolic 
interest. 

(2) That Landau and J.T.A. would make choice of 
counsel, who would work out with this small group 
the reorganization of J.T.A. and Landau's person­
al problem. 

This small group would also draft the list of the board members. 
The names suggested for the small group are: 

1. Dr. A.H. Silver. 
2. Frank Goldman. 
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HARRY ToRczYNER 

J. Max Lincoln Shuster. 
4. Edward orman. 
5. Ch. Greenberg. (?) 
6. ortimer r, ay. 

My own preference would be a very small committee consisting of 
yourself, Frank Goldman and :Max Lincoln Schuster, because such 
a committee would reflect all trends of opinion and at the same 
time have the necessary prestige. 

The fact that there is another Board meeting on Tuesday, 
December 13, 1949, stresses the urgent need of a decision. Please 
let me have your reaction at your earliest convenience. 

T/KC 

With warmest personal regards, I am 

Cordially as ever, 

P.S. I have consulted with Harry Shapiro and Gerold 
Frank on some aspects of the question. 
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llr. Jacob l'.,aJklau 
Jewish Telegra}ilic 1£ency 
106 ?&at 41st Street 

York 17, New York 

dear Friends 

cember 12, 1949 

In connaction th the deoi 1011 or tha oni.ted ti on the inter-• mtional1sat1on of Jer\laalem, you mq wish to publish t tollow1nc 
statement ot mNli 

The nited tions could not lllp 
tion or 1947. T J or Pn:ll?st 
their blood ae t st the rn 3tat 
__ .,, .. d war upon Ifm l• 

partition resolu­
JJIU:>J.einCI1t 1t • •th 

. 1 • en:l 

t " . . 1 p-----s.1.n to up an nternati onn l real 
tor Jeru 1sn 11 t the ;r1 S both or the ~-,..,l'Wlla·nt or 
Israel an1 the one Arab gowr t which etu lly bas ite 
forces in ru-...- and intends to tay t.here. 

Ho oe the • , • propose to implement its cision? t 
110ral authority can tllere be behind a c1s1 n which totall;r 
di g de the expressed wishes or all the 1nhab1 tant or the 
are which it has propoaed to internationalize? 

I per ... YDI~ t t the U • • will before l real.iH that 
a aiatake a been mac1e and will proCNd to reconaider it■ 
ctio • Thie will not be expcrienc rcr the u. • 1n 

connection with its bandli11t ot enryth connected with 
the P lostina problem• 

n a ot the u. • ho that reco deraticm will c 
snaacn~ before resistance to Mt¥ attempts to 1mpo• a um.-
versa~ UDNlc re dewlops. ch t pta are 
docllled to t lure from thl '9'017 start, nni will onq- NM9 
to uaoerbate • situation alr--nnr Tery t"l'II... nd Yery 'PA W'\-. 

th all eood nshe , I rcain 

o: co a 
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PHILIP 1.0ELF'IN 

COUNSELOR AT LAW 

350 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 13, NY 

WALKER 5-5948 

December 21 1949 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

y dear Rabbi Silvers 

On June 28th, 1949, my client, r. Ingram Bander, was 
called from hie desk at the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc., which he served as 
dministrative Aaeistant, Office and Personnel nager, and Purchasing Officer, 

to appear before a meeting of the Boar of Directors hich was inquiring into 
the management of the Agency under ~r. and rs. Jacob I.e.ndau. Before questions 
were asked of my client by the Board concerning that management, he was assured 
by the Board, on the record, that he had its protection against any r prisals 
hich r. or Mrs. Landau might seek to take against him for ans ering the Board's 

questions. 

ring the entire duration of my client's appearance 
b fore the Board, he confined himself exclusively to answering ouch questions as 
ere asked of him by Board members, and made no other statement except to cl rify 

the f act that hews appearing out of sense of duty to the Board, nd at its 
request. 

Nevertheless, in direc~ reprisal for havi responded 
to the Board's summons, • B nder was ordered out of the JTA office on August 
2nd, 1949, by r. S. Ralph 1£zrus, Treasurer, without any notice wlatsoever, and 
ithin the next fe days he received a letter of dismissal from - r. Le.zrus. The 

latter has since stated that he took the action of orderinglb-. Bander from the 
office in accord nee with decision of the Executive Committee meeting held at 

• X..ndau 1a home the previous ev ning, attended by Mr. and rs. Jacob landau, 
and that he took the dismissal action on his own initiative. 

Mr. I.e.zrus, at the time he ordered my client to leave 
the office, promised him that Mevidence• g inst him would be presented •to the 
next Board meeting, and that h 1ould have an opportunity to answer such evi -
dence" there. In fact, two such eetings were oubaequently held, on Au ust 15th, 
1949, and September l~th, 1949. At neither of these meetings was my client's re­
quest to appear honored. At t secon of these meetings, in fact, essra. I.e.n -
dau and lazrua bitterly opposed motion that a Board committee be appointed to 
inquire into the •evidence• against my client, nor were the details of such evi­
dence• at any time presented to the Board despite my client's repeated insistence 
that this be done. 

Thua my client, after lmost three and on half years of 
faithful service to the Agency, foWl himself dismiss d without any severance pay-
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ment, under circumst nces which caused him extreme humiliation nd mental anguish, and 
with "accusations• against him which he has been denied the opportunity to r efute. 
Hie livelihood, both present and future, has been most seriously endangered by the . 
fact that the reasons given for hie dismissal by Messrs. l.e.ndau and Lazrus nd their 
fellow officers defamed his cmracter and hav~ prevented his obtaining employment. 
Indeed, the JTA officers have even sought to prevent the New York State Division of 
Placement and Unemployment Insurance from paying my client the minimum subsistence 
benefits available to unemployed persons under St te law. 

It is obvious that the Board of Directors has been remiss 
in failing to protect my client against th reprisal taken against him by the Ian u 
management. It is my duty to my client to inform the Board of Directors of the Jew­
ish Telegraphic Agency, Inc., that he reserves every legal right to protect his inte -
rests in this matter, if the Board fails to pursue its cle r obligation to restore him 
retroactively to the position which he filled with outst nding honor and competence 
until he had the mi sfortune to be called bvfor the Board as a witness in its inve~ti­
gation of the landaus. 

Before taking any further steps in order to protect my 
client's interests, I shall await your anticipate reply. 

PID/ia 
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JE'WISH AGENCY CLCSJiS IT.AR w:~J!,.2]0.00~.Q::.Q_TJI~j_:.r:S'1L E_~71'IVE S~SIQ!l_!,9 STUD~ PROBLEM 

NEW YORK, Doco 22. (JTA) -- Ti1e Jcw~eh A. 01,cy will clo .... o to books at tho and 
of 1949 w ... th a defici o_ 4~30,000,000, Dr. 1'Te.him1 Gc}dl.J.8'1:1, cbr'..irmo.n of the American 
section of the ·e~ucy, revealed here +,odoy e~t a p!'e □ conf8re~1ce., H9 se.id t.he prob­
leri. of coverln1 +.his deficit will be one of the m:3.jo1'" questio~s to be a ·:sc ssed at 
the fort:1cc;nir.g session or the Jewish Agency executive which ope .. 1s in Je:"usalem on 
Ja.nuar:t 12. 

Dr. GvldLwnn, vho will p oceed to Ia a.el w .. bin a few days to atte'l.. the Acen­
cy ex3cu.tive meeting, sal~ that the mcney rEdsed by +,he United Jewish Ap~ec.;.l 4-n 1949 
wa only 10 !J€-CEnt below the total r.e..iscd nring tht3 p ..... eceting :rear. ·e attributed 
this dPCL' aao not +,o any increasing ape.thy toward t .ho cc.vR0~ SPP.h)Orted by +-ht3 U .J ., . , 
nor to any deteriorat~.cn in Zionist morale, b"J.t to tile i'c.~-r; tlict h Silve -i-1orgenthau 
dispute resulted 1n a three-months deley in the launchlnG of tl1e l" ~J .A. drive. 

A3 far as Israel iE concerned, t.he U .,J ,A. cazr,.p~: .. ten of 19!19 h. a a los. happy 
side as a result of the incren.~cd e.llccations ,;hi.ch loco,l ""ewis.t. feciera.+.ions and wel­
fare f nds deducted fnr +,ha~.r l cal needs, Dre Gol1maPi1 atnt.eC1" Re cla ue that soma 
federations t:.r.d welfare fun s allocated for lccal pm1 poses s n:u0h at 50 percent of 
the amoui-its ra:tced by t,heir cre.1pa·· ens. 

Dr. Golclnann estime.ted that betwern 130,or)o and 15 ,ooo Jewi□h 1nm. -nts will 
enter Is:ceeJ. in 1950. This ntnbe~, he sa • d, will be 5.ncrea" ed in t:1e cvc:.n, that 
agreement is reachod wit!l a 1y ) 1' t1 e Arab :~ov "f'_ 1 ts on pormitti g 1 he em:J ation of 
Israel-bound Jewe frou their count::.• ... os. E0 e."' ed t:ia lit+.le fur!:hi-~1. ir.n: g1·a~ion is 
expected from the DP ceinpa ... n Er.ro 9 o 'rhe J e~vs !' .m.a1ning the . e, h3 s :1.·:- ec. , wvuld 
111~a1y emigrate to ether c:>untries. Tb~ Je11ish Ar./Jncy is clos :..n its 01i'icea in 
these camps, he revealed, 

The session of t ,he J wish .. ".. ency ex:Jc"x',;jv-0, ·• Golclt·.a.~ repo!'ted, will also 
devote much of its delibcrat,: ons t the rro~,1on f t!:e fu i.1.l'e c..f ,_'.~~1. ism a 1d the need 
fo.1. remoldi:ig the progro.11 oi' the Zion~.at :novc.mcnt. ·:.•~1e rela·i;~_0t1::1:i. ~ ba L~Lan the 
Jewish AJenc~ and t.r'...) G0vernment o:f Israel will occ'.lpy a s :,ecia.l place in th0 dis­
cussions, he empl.ianiv~d. 

United Pa.le~_-.!,no AJ?pecl Board Beccnstit~; Com: in +._i_f __ __ 

-~ r YORK, Doc. 22. ( J'rA) --- Rec on true t:on 01 1e U ... 1 t d Pal stine Appoa.J.. 
board of· JJrectur3 t.o include repres0ntatives fr01"l 21~ majc co u.i1it . es and o1.ght 
re,.,icns throughou.t +.he U. • ,•a.3 an .ou.r.ced toda~r b: 'lOw0 Morris ~othenbor , U .P -~ • 
acting nation 1 cha .. rmc .. n., The u.P .A. will n w be a i.e.:.: ,ed by a. board of 4J Jew1oh 

omun .ty repreoentattve'.l anc1 72 aeleclates of i1 a co,e: \:..:.I; 0n~ bcd.iea--the Pal.eetine 
Foundat i o:1 Fnnd and t~e Jewish National lt'und--t0talling 120, 

Judce Rot enbe .. .J rf'por.ted that citie with a ,Jcwich pcp1.,lation of 20 ,ooo or 
more selected one repros ,'Jtative e:J.ch, e_,.cept for ·chico. 5"..>, rhila elphia e.nJ Loa 
An Ale□, t.o bo repr s ntec1 by t,:o t1emb 't"u c:l.ch, Jew Yo!' - C i-y h::1t1 teT'\ ro ,reoenta.tivea 
on he bo3.rd. For cc t ltiea v.i.ng less tha!1 20,000 Jewi _ TJ pu:a+,ion, their rop­
res ntation has been secured thr ugh e. reGiona.l. ayst,em ir. w.t11Gh e .. ht r0Jio ~ will 
have a total of 12 reprea nta ives. The form.ul.o. for det0rm ning re~-e 3nlo.t on was 
at1bmitted by the co,mc1.l fvr Je ~iah Fe e o.tiona an& Welf, ... re ]'U.."lds an, e.pp1 oved by the 
beard. The first meet: ng of tha reorganized board ia planned for Janu.a.rv 21. 
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• Philip Bernstein 
Council or J • sh Federati s . 011' 
165 st 46th Street 

8 

ork 19• Jew York 

dear Phil: 

In the JTA Dulletin o•• 
follorin -, paragraph t 

day• ce r 23rd, I came u n tho 

Dr. Gol rm, ill proceed to sraol t liJl a ti uayu to 
attend the Agency cuti t·ng• said that the ooney raised 
by the United Jewish Appeal in 1949 only 10 percent low 
the total raieed durin the precedin year. I tt.ributed t!4_s 
decreaae not to ~ incre iri a t~ T,(9ara the cau sup­
ported by the UJ. , nor to any- terioration in Zionist morale • 
but to the fact that the Sil'lrft'l'~xor nthau dispute resulted 1n 
a three month delay in he launching of the JA drive . 

I am nterc sted to know whetter the n.gures are acttially cor-
rect as given. (1) ch money • actually rai d by t 
Jewish col!IDUJtf.ties of the ted states 1n twir rioua ltare 
Furxl drivoe 1n 19 9, and how ouch in 1948? (2) How much was 
raised by the UJA 1n 1949 in cash and plede9a on account or the 
1949 camo:u.en, cl 1 much as raise in 1948 on account of the 
19t cam gn? 

th l.ove to orence 

Sser 

s , I ·1 d a preci te ry h if u 
t The T le, Raooolph 0822. 

tl dron, 

o ~~ cordial:cy rs• 

L 



Jewish T le phic Agency 
106 st 41st Street 

ork, Yark 

Oentlemei t 

December 28, 1949 

In your issue o:£ ~, Dececbor 23rd, you reported that 
Dr. HlhwD OOldmarm, Chairman f the American ct.ion ot 
t Jmd.sh A ney, addressing pres conference on ti. eve 
of his dap2rture trr Israel t() ttend the Agonrq cutive 
meetin,, aaid that "the Dlney raised by the UJA in 1949 
wu o~ l below too total raised during the preceding 

ar«. 

I sure that Dr. Golcm~= ld not sh to oarey with him 
fictitious t1gure to Israel, where h might have to do so 
tall explain nc or t role ich ha p~d 1n the so-called 
Sil~r-! rgenthau dispute, for the !allure ot the 1949 cam­
paign and per .. s also for the cllne in the Zionist politi­
cal po 1 tion in 1aah1ngton. 

U , ldmann r tarred to tha monie a raiaed tor all purpo•• 
bJ' the wall N funds in the United tate , the best available 
figures are that in 19L8 aoma OS,000,000 re raised, am 
in 1949, ao $l6S ,ooo ,ooo. bra was a drop there not of 
1o,i but ot pproximnte~ 20%. It re~ rred to the mom• 
rai•d by the JA, then the beat available tigune are that 
in 1940 1.L4,ooo,ooo re ra1 d1 ant the beet .. t1matee tar 
1?49 or cash and p.&,tCJwr-vv on account ot ttw 19L9 campa1.gn were 
abo t 100,000,000 - a drop ot about~. 

, thar this ac rioua drop in tJ» totals ra1eed by American J8"8 
and in the ount allocated to t TTJA AN to be attribut.d 

•DMn,~::q- to the delay in or n1.m.ng the 1949 UJA driw, u 
Dr. Goldllalm su geeta, ie, ot coor , a tter ot peraona1 ju 
ment, bt1t surel.1' the ti a o ld be ginn a ccurate]T u 
possiba. 

, 

A Ster L 
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~RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER~ 

fHE TEMPLE EAST 105 ST & ANSEL RD= 

~PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT A SPECIAL MEETHG OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE JE 'J ISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY, INC,_ WILL BE 

HELD THURSDAY JANUARY 5TH AT 4P ,n AT THE BEDFORD HOTEL 118 
EAST 40TH STREET•· NEW YORK CITY~. FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

~~ CONSIDERING PROBLEMS OF STRUCTURE 

2-. ARRANGE ENTS WITH MR. JACOB LANDAU 

3 TRANSACTING SUCH OTHER BUSINE SAS AY COME BEFORE. 

f HE MEET I NG , 

JACOB LANDAU SECRETARY= ~ 

THE COl1PAN\" WILL APPRECI.\TE S GGE TlONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SBRVICII 
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PERSONAL 

January 5, 1949 

Dear Rabbi: 

I met with Mr. Landau yesterday, together with Harry 
Shapiro, Harry Lurie and Arnold Gurin (our Budget Research Director 
who bas been working intensively on this situation). Mr. Landau • 
wanted the content of the conversation off the record, and the 
folloving is the general result of the discussion. 

Yesterday's conversation may have had no value, since it 
apparently is too late to make any changes in plans, although it is 
impossible to tell what will be the outcome of the JTA Board meeting 
scheduled for today. 

We tried to make clear that all that the welfare funds bad 
asked was a change from the private stock ownership arrangement, to 
which Landau had immediately and publicly agreed in June 1948, and a 
study of JTA 1s operations and services. The welfare funds certainly 
had~ suggested separating ONA and JTA, nor JTA from its foreign 
affiliates, nor any specific procedure for reorganizing JTA, pending 
the outcome of the study. It is also clear that the welfare funds 
are not primarily responsible for JTA 1s financial plight - at most 
another 251000 might have been secured from them, while JTA's debt 
is reported to be ,1so,ooo. 

It quite apparently is still a game of playing one group 
against another -- first by the threat that the anti-Zionists were 
trying to talce over the organization, then that the welfare funds 
in league with the anti-Zionists were making that attempt, then that 
the Zionists or one faction of Zionists were doing it with a plea to 
velfare funds to prevent it - so that the complete circle bas been 
made. And at the core seems to be a reluctance to give up the stock, 
at least until a satisfactory pension arran ement with an adequate 
guarantee bas been worked out, and a lack of trust in any group as 
yet to work out that arrangement. 

I'm afraid that what has happened is not a matter of 
reason or logic or forthrightness - and what \.1111 happen is there­
fore probably equally unpredictable. 

It was a great pleasure to see you again. With kindest 
regards. 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 
The T le 
E. 105th St. at sel Rd. 
0 te.at, Cldo 

Cordially, 



106 EAST 41ST STREET 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The T~mple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

• NEW YOR.K 17. N . Y. 

January 16, 1950 

In ~arch of this year I shall commence my 26th year of service in the JTA in 
New York - a service which has given a reputable standing to the organization 
and has been acknowledged by J e-vrl sh leaders of all groups. 

I was, therefore, amazed to receive from Mr. Landau a letter, dated January 10, 
1950, notifying me that my "agreement" with the JTA is terminated as of A ril 
16, 1950. (A copy of Mr. Landau's letter is enclosed herewith.) 

I ish to point out that my position in the JTA - as Mr. Landau is well aware -
is a lifetime position, in accordance with the usage adhered to by the entire 
J 8wish press, as established by the J e dsh Writers Union. 

If by using the date of "April 16" Mr. Landau means to ref er to his letter to 
me dated April 16, 1945 in which my rights as Editor-in-Chit' were ouUined, I 
call attention to a resolution of the Board conveyed to me by r. Backer on 
November 26, 1947 confirming my osition as F.ditor-in-Chief and Mr. Landau's 
position as Managing Director. 

r. Landau writes in his letter tmt the Boa.rd at its meeting on January 5th 
resolved to terminate all employment agreements. However, the same meeting of 
the Board, in fact, gave r. Landau a contract of employment as Mana ing 
Director with a provision for a pension ~henev9r his employment is terminated. 

I do not belisve that the Board, in whatever decision it ma.de, intended to affect 
my interests rithout hearing me, es~ecially since unaer an existing resolution of 
the Board I am to be invited to be present at its meetings when matters affect-
ing the editori~l department are discussed. Furthermore, this resolution - as 
conv~yed to me by Mr. Backer in his letter of November 26, 947 - specifically 
states that "sufficiently in advei. ce of Board meetings" I am to be informed. I 
have never been informed of the Board meeting to hich nr. Landau's letter refers. 

Under the circumstances I Il6. tura ly do not acquiesce to r. Landau's letter. 

I fail to understand why the Board did not act in the same fair spirit to ards 
me as it did dth regard to Mr. Landau. I ho e that the Board at its forthcoming 
meeting will take cognizance of the fact that of the 30 years of the existence 
of the JTA I am the only member of the organization, aside from r. Landau, who 
not only stayed with the organization for more than 25 years but ho has built 
it up editorially to what it is today. 

to app~ar before the Board to state my 

erely your 

r 



Mr. Mordecai Danzis, Editor 
The Jewish Day 
183 East Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Danzis: 

Mareh 14, 1950 

As Chairman of the Large City Budgeting Conference, I am 
impelled to comment on your articles of March 1st and February 21st 
dealing with the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, and containing various 
statements as to the actions of Jewish welfare funds and the Large 
City Budgeting Conference in that situation. 

Your articles contain many inaccurate statements which are 
contrary to the actual facts. These facts Nere an::l are easily 
available either from the individual welfare funds or through the 
office of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, which 
serves as a secretariat for the Large City Budgeting Conference. 
In the interests of responsible journalism and clarification of 
public opinion, I should like to summarize some of the major facts 
very briefly. More detailed information as well as full documenta­
tion are available, if you desire to have them. 

The Large City Budgeting Conference is a voluntary association 
of Jewish welfare funds in eleven of the largest cities in the United 
States. It has no budgetary power whatsoever. It is made up of 
the presidents, budget chairmen and executives of the ~elfare funds 
participating 1n it, who have received authorization for their 
functions from their respective communal organizations. Its purpose 
is to meet with various national agencies who receive allocations 
from the welfare funds in order to obtain complete and detailed 
information from them and to discuss with them through their top 
level leadership their programs, budgets, and communal policies. 
The information thus obtained is made available to the affiliated 
welfare funds who individually determine their allocations. 

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency is only one of several agencies 
which have been studied through the mechanism of the Large City 
Budgeting Conference. Others include the American Jewish Connnittee, 
Anti-Defamation League, Jewish Labor Committee, American Jewish 
Congress and the National Jewish Welfare Board. It may be or 
interest to you to know that the discussions between the Large City 
Budgeting Conference and the community relations agencies have 
resulted in an agreement to establish jointly with the National 
Community Relations Advisory Council a basic scientific evaluative 
study in the field or community relations in order to determine the 
soundness of the present Jewish programs in this field. I think 
you will understand the importance of this achievement since many 
individuals and groups in Jewish life have long considered it 
desirable to conduct a comprehensive study which would help to 
determine the etf1caoy of the defense work now being dona by Jewish 
agencies. 
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It happened that the Large City Budgeting Conference was 
organized at a time when the Jewish TelegraJiiic Agency was involved 
in an internal controversy within its own Board (June 1948). This 
controversy centered around the fact that the JTA, although receiving 
public funds, had the structure of a privately-owned enterprise. 
The Large City Budgeting Conference acquainted itself with this 
situation and had a lengthy meeting with the top officials of the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency. These officials explained at that time 
that the JTA Board had set up a Connnittee on Struoture which was 
examining the problem and which would complete its study and make a 
reconnnendation by the Fall of 1948. 

The Large City Budgeting Conference did not take any position 
on the merits of the JTA's internal controversy. Neither did the 
LCBC at any time try to influence the JTA as to the specific type 
of communally responsible structure, Board personnel, etc., that it 
should have. The welfare funds did indicate that it is their 
responsibility as trustees of public funds to make sure that an 
agency receiving communal funds is properly organized and properly 
administered for the benefit of the American Jewish community. With 
this in mind, they suggested that an objective study be made of all 
the JTA enterprises in order to evaluate the services which they 
were rendering to the American Jewish community and the responsibil­
ity of the community for support of those enterprises. 

The internal situation within the JTA continued to deteriorate, 
The JTA Committee on Structure did not evolve a plan within the time 
period which had been expected, and the Board of Directors of the 
JTA held no meeting whatsoever betwe;n April 1948 and June 1949. 

The welfare funds were thus faced with a situation where a 
public institution receiving their support was not being governed by 
an operating Board or Directors and was not making any progress 
toward establishing a publicly responsible management. That being 
the case, the welfare funds who were acquainted with the situation 
decided individually that they could not properly transmit funds to 
the JTA until the questions of structure were solved and a Board or 
Directors was f\tnctioning. 

This situation continued until the meeting of the JTA Board 
on September 13, 1949. It is important to note that the Board decid­
ed unanimously at that meeting that the private ownership of stock 
in the JTA should be disoontinued and the stock transmitted to the 
Board so that there would be no private ownership. This in itself 
indicates the validity of the concept that private ownership is in­
compatible with the principles of a public institution publicly 
supported. However, the plan which was adopted, in principle, on 
September 13th was not actually carried into effect and aa tar as 
we know, has not been carried out even to this date. In addition, 
the plan adopted in principle by the Board on September 13th involve, 
not only the question of transferring the individually held stock, 
b"t many other actions which change the character or the JTA from a 
world-wide Jewish news service to a network of independent news 
agencies in various countries. This, in effect, gives the JTA the 
character or a new organization. 
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Throughout this period, there have been lengthy meetings 
between officials of JTA and officers or the welfare funds affiliat­
ed with the Large City Budgeting Conference. Meetings of this type 
were held in June 1948, June 1949, November 1949 and December 1949. 

At the last meeting in December 1949 in Cincinnati, Mr. George 
Backer, President or the JTA, made an urgent plea that the connnunit­
ies which had been withholding their 1949 grants now make those 
funds available in order to help ease the financial crisis of the 
JTA. He outlined the reorganization plan (which has still not been 
carried out} and suggested to the welrare fUnds that they would have 
ample time to study the reorganized JTA enterprises and to make up 
their mind.a as to whether these reorganized agencies were ot the 
type which could be properly supported by the welfare rund1. He 
urged, however, that the funds which had been allocated to the JTA 
in the past now be made available. 

The final recommendation of the Large City Budgeting Confer­
ence carried out, in essence, the recommeniation which JTA's own 
President had made. The recommendation was that the welfare funds 
consider a final grant to the old JTA am make no canmitment for the 
future until they would haTe an opportunity to study the reorganized 
Agency, after reorganization would actually have taken place. 

This recommendation was thorousflly discussed by the Boards of 
the respective welfare funds in the oommunitiea and the actions which 
they had allocated in 1949; others released only a portion of these 
funds on the basis that they were paring for the actual service they 
had received from the JTA during 1949, but did not feel that they 
could properly make a ~ontribution over and beyond a service fee for 
that period since in their judgment the JTA had not been functioning 
as a properly constituted communal agency; still others, released no 
funds at all on the ground that they d1d not believe JTA meets 
proper standards of oommunal management. 

It is important to Elnphasize thai at no time did tbe welfare 
funds make any recommendation whatsoever as to who should be on the 
Board of Directors of the JTA, nor what 1ts policies of news service 
should be. They were concerned exclusively with the question as to 
whether tne JTA was properly constituted as a communal agency since 
it was receiving communal funds. 

It should also be emphasized that the welfare t'und leader• 
reiterated time and again that they are 1ntere1ted in preserving the 
JTA since they need a news service and are willing to help in the 
financing of auoh a service. The welfare funds are now waiting for 
the JTA to accomplish its reorganization in the hope that it does 
meet the baaio standards of a public institution and will, therefore, 
merit favorable consideration for support in the fcture~ It is, 
however, up to the JTA to accomplish its reorgani,-r.tion before this 
can be done. We have waited patiently since June J948 for th1a re• 
organization to be effected. 



I am sure that, in all tairneas, you will want to make this 
letter available to your readers, so that they may be fully 1nrormed 
of all the faots. 

I await your early reply. 

Sincerely, 

BENJAMIN ULIN, Chairman 
Large City Budgeting Conference 
162 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 



Mr. Benjamin Ulin, Chairman 
Large City Budgeting Conferenoe 
162 Washington Street 
Boston, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Ulin: 

May 5, 1950 

Your letter of Maroh 14th misses the main point. Most of 
your observations deal. with the teohnioal or formal aspects of the 
JTA situation but do not touch the core of the issue. The real 
issue is that the 1ndependenoe of JTA is in jeopardy. 

The JTA, the only world-wide Jewish news service, represents 
a daily link between the Jewish communities throughout the world, 
and in its three deoadea of existence has proven to be a great moral 
and apiritual force arousing the consciousness of our people, 
intensifying their responsiveness toward every meritorious Jewish 
cause. For this reason, it has been termed the "eyes and ears of 
the Jewish r,eoplen or as Einstein termed it "a s~bol of Jewish 
solidarity,' or according to Israel Zangwill the "nervous s19tem of 
the Jewish people." 

As Editor of The Day and familiar with the service of the JTA 
for more than a quarter or a century, I want to testify to the 
ability with which the JTA'a world-wide network or office• and 
correspondents have been b\lilt up by Mr. Landau. There 1s not a 
country in Europe or in the Middle East or 1n this hemisphere which 
he has not T1s1ted in the purs~it or the interests ot the JTA. 

Whether the JTA did or did not have a board meeting during a 
period or 12 months, what its corporative structure is, are not as 
essential questions as whether it was or ia useful to the Jewish 
~e•ple. Ita usefulness has not and oannot be questioned. To 
endanger the existence or such a vital aotivity because or the 
questions which you enumerate proves to me the point I made: our 
community to,ay laoka lay leadership. We have given mueh too much 
,ower to I oc1al workers who are accustomed to the philanthropic 
~•ttern and are not capable of dealing effectively with an inter­
national pol1t1oal activity such as a news ageno7. 

I have no doubt that you made your statements in good faith 
aut it is obvious that you are misled by the Council oft1o1ala, who 
from the beginning have misstated the oaae, shown open biaa and 
joined in the "Get Landau" movement whioh Jaoob Blaustein inaugurat­
ed. 
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I wonder whether you are aware that three yeare ago at the 
board meeting held April 2, 1947, Mr. Landau suffered a heart attack 
when it became clear to him that Blaustein was determined to oust 
him. He had taken his lifelong identification with JTA for granted. 
After months of grave illness, from the very first day he stepped 
out of his sick-bed, he has been made the target of a campaign of 
character assassination as vicious as it was persistent on the part 
or Blaustein and the Council officials. I do not understand why, i~ 
after three decades certain structural problems had to be tackled, 
Landau could not have been given a sa~batical year or at leaat six 
months of rest be~ore these matters were worked out. The entire 
campaign directed against Landau was as inhuman as it was unnecessary. 

The JTA was established 33 years ago before a single welfare 
tund existed. It was supported not only by individuals but by welfare 
funds for many years prior to 1936, when it was transformed into a 
non-profit corporation. Until 1936 JTA was a private enterprise, 
owned by Mr. Landau. It issued annual reports, copy of one of which 
I am enclosing. You will find that the JTA clearly stated in these 
reports that it was a private enterprise and claimed communal support 
for one reason: its usefulness to the Jewish community. 

Can you explain to me why the welfare funds should have 
supported the JTA even before it became a non-profit organization 
and why suddenly it is no longer eligible for such support after 
decades of useful service to our people? 

Because of its structure? Its structure since 1936 was more 
definitely communal than before that date. Prior to 1948 the Council 
never wrote to the JTA raising the question of its structure. Why 
the sudden flurry? Can you seriously maintain that all of this 
excitement was due to objective considerations and not to the hue and 
cry raised by Blaustein? 

What has been done an« 1s still being aone to the JTA will be 
remembered for many years. , The JTA issue will yet haunt those who 
are responsible for the unbelievably harsh measures applied against 
an important agency. A grav~ injustice bas been committed, I must 
emphasize, not only against the JTA but against its founder, Jacob 
Landau, who from the outset led the Agency against terrific odds 
and to whose ability and devotion the many remarkable achievements 
of the Agency are due. 

We must be on our guard to prevent a cesspool in our midst 
fran which slanderous tales and threats constantly emanate. Jacob 
Blaustein is guilty or unethical conduct. His vindictiveness and 
mal1oe know no bounds. An all-time low in standards has been the 
consequence of Blaustein's unscrupulous methods. Even the McCarth7 
touch was not missing from Blauatein's insinuations. Instead or you 
and other leaders stoiping him, he has been allowed to pursue his 
maxim, "Rule or ruinl. Landau ·challenged Blaustein to a court or 
honor •. The board meeting or August 15, 1959 backed up this request. 
Blaustein sidestepped thia. 
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Engaging in rault-t1nd1ng expeditions, lawyer• and accountants, 
Council officials scanned all records and financial atatementa 1n 
order to build up a case. The hounding of Landau was performed in a 
ruthless, relentless apirit. We have 1ndeed built up a Frankenstein 
and the power we have given to the Council otficiala and the welfare 
fund• is terrifying. 

A situation has been revealed which must shock every fair­
minded peraon. We are governed today by social workers, who have 
built great charity trusts, powerful machines, which today threaten 
to control all Jewish activities. The slogan "partnership between 
the local welfare funds and the national organizationa" may sound 
innoououe to many. What has happened to JTA ahould be a warning or 
tbe danger or this plan. Aa I pointed out in my article, even if 
only one or two representatives of the Council or the 'elfare Funda 
are on a ~oard of 40 or 50 and are voted down by all the others, but 
have the possibility or circularizing the welfare funds through the 
Council, they can alienate financial support and thus defeat majority 
rule. Thia means that democratic processes in Jewish life will be 
completely negated. 

The JTA situation has been distorted to such an extent that 
it is hardly recognizable. From your letter one would gather that 
the JTA was run as a privately owned enterprise. I do not agree. 
I read the minutes ot all the hoard meetings and could not find a 
single instance where Landau tried to impose his will on the board 
or eYen mentioned hia shares. Since 1935 all deciaiona without 
exception were taken by the Board and not by Landau nor the truateea 
who were authorized to vote his atock. An entirely artificial issue 
has •een alown up beyond reason. 

Louie Marahall, as 7ou probably know, waa opposed to the idea 
or eatabl1sh1ng a oonnunal board over the JTA. He believed that a 
conununal board composed or representative Jewa was suitable for a 
hospital, an orphans home, etc. The members or the boards of such 
institutions would not discuss their ideologies at ~oard meetings. 
He felt it waa different with regard to a news agency. A representa­
tive -oard, be telt, meant a ~oard composed of outstanding personalit­
ies belonging to the various parties, each or whom would pull JTA 
in a dilferent direction. Marehall's prediction has come true. 
Marehall had other cogent arguments. He pointed out that he would 
be opposed to the American community or Government controlling AP or 
UP and did not want to be lea• liberal as a Jew than he waa an 
American. Marshall explained that independence in the case of JTA 
merely meant the right to -e factual. Marshall believed that JTA, 
though not o~t1oially oontroll.ed, was nevert.beleas subject to 
organic checkl and oontrola. It served newepapers, organizations 
and individual• ot all orientation•• If the JTA adopted a propagand-
11tic line, it would lose aome of its newapiper1, individual 
subacr1~era and oontributora. It would be suicidal. Aa a matter ot 
tact he ~o1nted out the JTA was more effectively controlled than any 
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other activity since it was daily scrutinized by critical and 
intelligent Jewish eyes, those of editors, rabbis, professionals, 
interested laymen, etc., and if JTA made a mistake there would be 
protests. Marshall's attitude was intelligent. I have thus far 
not heard a single argument which would eonV1nce me that the position 
taken by the Council officials and the welfare funds is wiser and 
preferable. A subcormnittee of the American Jewish Committee, of which 
Justice Cardozo was a member, fully endorsed Marshall's view upon 
completion of its study of JTA. 

What is your definition of a communal activity? Do you 
classify as communal only such activities as are fully in accord with 
a certain pattern - even if some of these organizations duplicate 
each other to a very great extent~ as is the case, for example, with 
regard to our defense agencies. Would you hesitate to term an 
activity "communal," if it is really useful to the community but 
whose form or organization is not exactly the same as that or a 
hospital or orphan home? The JTA enjoys tax exemption and is in the 
eyes of the government not a commercial but a communal aotivity. Why 
must our comnunit1es be more papal than the Pope? Governnents and 
parliaments do not hesitate to support even a commercial enterprise, 
such as steamship or air lines, if they are useful or necessary to 
the country. 

The story of how Council officials injected themselves into 
the internal affairs of the JTA and sided with the opposition is not 
a pretty one. The record shows that the highest Council official 
acted as stooge for Blaustein. He and other officials gathered 
information from clandestine sources. Council officials came to a 
board meeting called by the opposition and made statements which have 
proved to be inaccurate. They misrepresented the JTA case from the 
outset. In the very first memorandum they sent out, they termed the 
JTA a "commercial enterprise," which it never was. Not every share 
corporation is a ccmneroial enterprise. For example, the ICA founded 
by Baron de Hirsch 1a a share corporation but no one would term the 
ICA a commercial enterprise. 

You are mistaken that the reorganization of the JTA haa not 
been carried out. It has, You have been given the wrong interpreta­
tion of the decision or the meeting of Sept. 13, 1949. It was Mr. 
Landau who offered to relinquish his she.res without compensation, 
despite the fact that the original contract called for compensation. 
He thought this would result in the welfare funds immediate payment 
or withheld funds. Hia was not a free deo1a1on. He acted under 
duress. 

As you know, the Council issued a memorandum to the welfare 
funds side-tracking the change in structure but playing up a statement 
of the opposition and bringing up new issues. The consequence or 
this memo waa that additional welfare funds began to withhold funds. 
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The Council officials are continuing th~ir poisoning of wells. 
Recently the Council again issued a report on JTA. Again, as it has 
constantly done during the laat three years, this report was not 
submitted first to the JTA, contrary to mistom with all other organiz­
ations. This report again contains grave misstatements of material 
facts. • Even the figu:res it o1 tea are wrong. '11he report emphasizes 
that no funds will be released until the board is fully established 
and until after a thorough "investigation" is made by the Council. 
How is JTA to exist in the meantime? They are indifferent to JTA's 
fate. Their will must be done. It is an incredible situation. 

After the partiality which Council officials have shown, it 
is unreasonable to submit JTA to an investigation under the auspices 
of those same officials. Why do they want an investigation? Scanning 
the Jewish press the world over should suffice as proof that JTA is 
effective. ~e JTA today has a board or 10 membet-s. Will it be 
eligible for welfare fund support if it has a board of 15 or 25? 
Are you really serious in believing that board meetings mean much 
1n the life of a news agency? No committee or board has ever run a 
news agency. It is a professional activity and it is the competence 
of its staff which determines the success or failure or a news 
aerv1ce. 

In my study or the record, I noted that even when Blaustein 
was Chairman of the Board of JTA, it elao happened that for a year 
or longer no •oard meeting took place. Has the Council studied the 
record or all organizations? How often their boards meet and how 
many memaers attend meetings? Has the JTA been singled out for this 
kind of between board meetings. It had the highest kind of leader­
ship. Herbert Bayard Swope, George Backer, Max Lincoln Schuster are 
names which would enhance the prestige of any organization. Swope 
and Backer were in daily touch wit~ the activities of the Agency. 
Swope is one of the most prominent men i~ American life. Landau 
aimed at getting men of the highest caliber into the Agency and got 
them. It is unfortunate that even Swope and Backer were smeared by 
Blaustein. There is a way or nauseating people out of public 
activity. 

The board meeting which was attended by Council officials was 
called by Blauate1n in the absence of not only Landau but of the 
treasurer, s. Ralph Lazrus, and over the protest of the president, 
George Backer, for the sole purpose of smearing Mr. Landau in his 
absence. Two of Landau's subordinates were called in to testify 
against h1m. Malioioua insinuations were spread throughout the 
country. 

All this was done against the head of an agency which for 
decades rought injustices when cODDnitted against our people, whether 
individuals or communities. Council offio1als did not hesitate to ,e 
a party to what any deoent person must deem to be a vile and 
contemptible performame staged by Blaustein, who is disgracing the 
chair formerly held by Louis Marshall. 
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I am not lmpreeeed by your argument that the Large City 
Budgeting Conference has no Dudgetary power whatever. The fact is 
that all large welfare funds without giving the JTA a hearing decided 
to withdraw its support to the JTA. I am sure you do not want to 
attach undue importance to the strictly formal aspects of such a 
development. Nor is it fair to compare the study which is made in 
the field of community relations with that of the JTA. The Council 
officials have not shown any particular bias against the defense 
agencies. Quite the contrary. For many years there has been much 
waste and duplication with regard to the activities or these defense 
agencies and thus far only half or inadequate measures have been 
taken to correct this. Future historians will have to record that 
while not a single welfare fund has out its allocation to the AJC 
because of "Commentary," despite the thorough, brilliant and 
devastating criticism of the late Rabbi Milton Steinberg, the JTA, 
whose usefulness has not been disputed, is being pushed to the •~ink 
of financial disaster. Nor have I heard that the Council is suggest­
ing a study as to whether "Commentary" should be continued or not. 
I understand that the editor of "Commentary" is given a free harui, 
yet when it oomee to JTA an entirely different policy is advocated. 

I know that one of the points held against the JTA is tbat it 
did not complete its reorganization within a few months. 

Why all this pressure and why the dreadful hurry about the 
JTA reorganization? JTA is not the only organization which ~as 
profoundly affected by the emergence of the State of Israel. The 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, as you know only too well, is coping 
with exactly the same problem of how to adjust itself to tllo new 
State. Would you consider it feasible for the welfare fu?llS to 
refuse 1upport ntil the Jewish Agency ls fully reorganizej? Would 
not the welfare funds feel that it is entirely up to the 1,wiah 
Agency as to how it is going to adjust itself to the new Bituation? 
Why apply a different policy toward JTA? 

JTA has a record of many years of responsible coniuct and 
should •e trusted to adopt the proper measures. 

It would be much more understandable if the welf1.re funds had 
watched jealously over JTA' s independence. Which grolli or combina­
tion of groups will finally dominate JTA is immaterial to the argu­
ment. Our people are spending many millions for def,1se, relief and 
for Israel. It is in the best interests of our oomnunity that we 
are served by a news agency whose objectivity is in JO wise marred by 
fear ot reprisals. Blaustein has for years been tbn'atening Landau 
and the JTA -oard that unless his will is done, he vould address 
himself to the welfare funds, boasting or his inf!l.'ence with them. 
Bia bullying tactioa have been successful because of the comJlacent 
attitude of the welfare funds. Be has resorted to low intrigue and 
underm.1ned atarr morale of the Agency by pitting ~he editor against 
the managing director. He spread falsehoods. Tl~ JTA has been drawn 
into a whirlp•ol of petty ,ol1t1cs from which t~,re still seems no 
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hope of emerging. It is a miracle tmt it still exists. The unfair 
treatment which has been meted out to the Agency and to Landau cry 
to the heavens. If within our own midst we permit such grave 
injustices and allow ourselves to be misled by callous officials, 
the consequences for the community are bound to be dire. There can 
be no doubt that the JTA and Landau have gotten the rottenest deal 
which has ever been cooked up in our camnunity. 

In view of the steps taken by the Council officials, you can­
not seriously maintain that the LCBC took no position on the mer1ts 
of the JTA internal controversy, and that the LCBC never tried to 
influence the JTA as to the specific type of communal responsible 
structure, board personnel, etc. it should have. In refuting this 
assertion, I wish to quote the following sentence written by Harry 
Lurie, Oct. 28, 1948, to George Backer which speaks for itself. 

"It is suggested that we might proceed to obtain from our 
member agencies a list of persons from among whom the board of 
trustees would be selected." 

Will you explain on what grounds you claim that the JTA's 
management was not "publicly responsible?" 

No evidence can be produced that the funds given to the JTA 
were not "properlr, administered for the benefit of the American 
Jewish community.' It is rather auAzing how much the JTA did with 
the modest support it received. JTA and its affiliates maintained 
20 offices and a number of correspondents throughout the world, gave 
a aaily service by wire not only to Israel, Europe, but to Latin 
America, South Africa, etc. They reached daily many millions or 
readers. There is not a shred of evidence that JTA did not at all 
times process "a publicly responsible management." Its board was 
composed of outstanding Jewish leaders, its management displayed more 
than usual ability and devotion to its difficult task. 

I have already dealt with the question of why a board meeting 
was not held eetween April 1948 and June 1949. Two suB-committees 
had been established to deal with the issues Blaustein had raised. 
In the meantime Mr. Landau had gone to Israel in April 1949 to study 
the question of adjusting the str-ucture of the JTA to the State of 
Israel. Before leaving, Landau urged Backer to call a Board meeting. 
Backer was loath to do so because none of the subcommittees were 
read to report. Thanks to Blaustein, Board meetings had Decane 
acrimonious and nightmarish affairs. Blaustein insisted on calling 
a Board meeting June 28th though he knew that Landau weuld return 4 
weeks later. • 

It is noteworthy that out or the 10 men present at that Board 
meeting, 7 were members of the American Jewish Coimnittee. At least 
cne had never attended previous meetings. Blaustein felt very much 
at home at that meeting and could put over on those presen\ his 
distorted version of the developments in the JTA. 
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By spreading innuendoes, combining insinuations with the 
concealment or material facts, he succeeded 1n creating an aura or 
suspicion and distrust. Have you and the other Jilrticipants of the 
LCBC been presented with the text of the . contraot which was conclud­
ed early in 1936 by the Board of the JTA with Landau? It is a short 
document. Reading it you would ha~e easily disoovered that the true 
intention of that document was to assure Landau lifetime employment. 
The contract provided for a 5-year employment with an option for 
additional five years. (Ten years is the maximi..m1 allowed by the 
New York law.) It further provided that if Landau's relationship 
with the Agency were severed, the shares would have to be returned 
to him. The Agency agreed to pay the premiums on life insurance 
policies for $25,000 and at Landau's death the shares were to 
eecome the property of the JTA. On the other hand, if the shares 
were to De acquired during his life-time, $50,000 would have to be 
paid. Can you give me a convincing argument in what way the Jewish 
community would have suffered if the shares of Landau had been 
acquired at his death? Can one single instance be cited in which 
Lam.au used or caused to be used the shares of any kind of personal 
or impersonal benefit? It is obvious that the board had no intention 
of severing its relationship with Landau or of paying $50,000. 
This provision was inserted only in case Landau committed something 
so dreadful that it would be in the interests of the Agency to 
dispense with his services. Blaustein started his agitation that 
Landau's shares must be purchased not because he was prompted by 
communal considerations. Ousting Landatt was his real aim. Landa• 
could not be ousted as long as he held on to the shares. If 
Blaustein had not started the campaign against Landau, no one would 
have dreamed up the idea that the shares issue had more than 
theoretical importance. All the developments with regard to the 
Landau case have raised justifiable grave doubts as to the competence 
and sense of fairness of the Council officials. 

Let me show how the Council officials distort the JTA 
situation. 

In your letter you state that th& nplan adopted by the JTA 
board on September 13th involved actions which changed the character 
of the JTA from a world-wide Jewisb news service to a network or 
independent news agencies in various countries" and that "this, in 
effect, gives t}le JTA the character of ~ new organization." 

Nothing is farther from the facts. May I suggest that you 
read the report on tbe LCBC conference held December 10-11,1949, in 
Cincinnati? In this report prepared by the Council a written state­
ment received by the CJFWF on December 7th is quoted which plainly 
states that all JTA offices outside the Vn1ted States will become 
subsidiaries or the Israel News Agency and that the relationship 
between the American JTA and the INA will be settled by contract. 
Blaustein insisted that Landau's shares not only in New York but in 
all foreign offices including Israel De owned by New York and that 
Bew York should appoint the boards abroad including Israel. Backer 
termed Blaustein ta proposal "colonial ism." Even Blaustein' s friends 
voted against Blaustein. 
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It is quite clear from the text of this document that there 
is no intention to change the JTA into a "network or independent 
news agencies in various countries." By offering this distorted 
version the Couno 11 of fioial_a are making the attempt to forcing 
Blauatein1s will on JTA thus reversing an unanimous decision of the 
JTA board. 

During a controversy any number of statements are made 
extemporaneously which cannot be considered as fully representative 
of the viewpoint of the parties concerned. This is one of the 
reasons that I charge the Council offic~als with deliberate mis­
representation. Instead of supplying you with the copy of the letter 
and quoting from it in their recent March report, they insist on 
picking fran the mass of controversial material such points as tend 
to create further confusion and suspicion to make you and others 
feel that the JTA is off on some wild, irresponsible tangents. In 
a somewhat milder form they repeat the same misstatement in the March 
Budget Report. 

Is this mistake accidental or intentional? This question is 
justified in view of other developments which indicate extreme bias 
on the part of Council officials. By giving the impression that the 
JTA system is to be broken up into any number of parts, their harsh 
"recommendation" might make some sense to some people. No resolution 
or the JTA Board can be cited indicating such an intention. By not 
submitting the March report to the JTA, the Council officials are 
once more guilty of grave misrepresentation. Thus the support of 
the welfare funds has been withdrawn on an entirely unwarranted 
premise. Even the decision to have two autonomous offices cannot be 
immediately translated into reality. Shall the JTA now wait for 
years before the welfare funds renew their support? 

One point in your letter baffles me. It seems that the welfare 
funds take the position that it is the purpose of the JTA to render 
services to the welfare funds. The service to the welfare funds 1s 
incidental. The main purfose of the JTA is to reach the press 
throughout the world. 

If as you state, the welfare funds are interested in preserv­
ing the JTA, they would render a service to our people and to Israel 
by resuming their support and desisting from a policy which has 
played havoc with a great institution and has gravely endangered its 
future. 

You are too well known as a fair-minded man to try to explain 
away the incomprehensible and unfair attitudes which the Council 
officials have displayed. I am confident that you do not approve ot 
the memo the Council saw fit to circulate immediately after the 
Sept. 13th board meeting. And particularly of the faot that this 
memo and other reports were not shown beforehand to the JTA. 
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Has anyone brought out the ~act that while JTA and its 
affiliates spent $815,000 in 1948, their income was more than 
$375,000 from the press? During the war, Landau organized a foreign 
language division, turning out a service in 13 languages to foreign 
newspapers in the United States, building up an income of $60,000. 
Despite all the difficulties with which it is surrounded, JTA and 
its affiliates income from 1947 to 1948 was increased by $100,000. 
This seems to me more important s.n indication of whether the Agency 
has been run with ability and efficiency than the petty points 
brought up by Blaustein and Cou~c11 officials. 

In the interests or our community I present the following 
demands: 

1) The LCBC must be disbanded. As I pointed out before, this 
Conference represents de facto n~tional budgeting. 

2) Certain safeguards must be established for the protection 
of agencies which rely on the welfare funds. Before support is with­
drawn from an organization, a heRr1ng must be given to the organiz­
ation concerned. The welfare funds were established to do away with 
a multitude of drives. This and nothing else was and still is their 
purpose. An agency which for m.gny years has been included in the 
welfare funds, faces a problem of' finding its way again to the marts 
or brains of the individual giver. Informing JTA in Deo. 1949, as 
some welfare funds did, that JTA would only receive 30% or less of 
the 1949 grant was extremely unfair. 

3) The Counc 11 offieials must be restrained from injecting 
themselves into tbe internal affairs of any organization. They have 
no right to influence the choice of members of any board or to insist 
on change of management, etc. 

4) No report by the Council s~ould be circulated before it 
has been submitted to the organization concerned. In the case of 
JTA this "customary procedure" has been repeatedly ignored. 

5) Council officials should not ally themselves with the 
opposition in any organization and participate in meetings called 
by the opposition td ensure tkeir abstaining from partisan and 
propagandiatic activities. 

6) Mr. Blaustein muat be prevailed upon to accept Mr. Landau's 
challenge and submit to a court of honor. No matter what position 
of wealth and influence Blaustein occupies in our community, he can­
not with impunity indulge in character assassination. Not only his 
personal prestige but that of the American Jewish Committee will be 
irreparably damaged if he continues to reject Landau's ohallenge. 
A community that tolerates unethical conduct and grave injustice, no 
matter by whom meted out, is guilty of amorality. In Landau's case 
Blaustein has attempted to defame the founder of a great institution. 
He merits more contempt than any "hit and runn driver because of the 
added aggravating c 1rcumstanoe that he cannot plead inadvertence or 
accident. 
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Unleae the welfare run4a heed these 4emand.a, they are bound 
to loae the confidence or the community. The prestige or the Couno11 
has been aer1oualy impaired. It it cont1nuea on its present road 
it will render itself uaelese to the canmunity it not actually harm­
ful. 

T.he New York Herald Tribune or April 26th carries an editorial 
whioh contains the following paragraph: 

"Only when the basic supply or information and analysis 
ia retained in private hands--with all the variety, 
freedom, controversy and 1ns~1rat1on which that permits-­
is democracy workable or even possible. n 

In my opinion the great leaders our community once had, such 
aa Louis Marshall, and the editorial or the Herald Tribune have the 
right conception of the functions or a news agency. Our social 
workers, including the president of the American Jewish Committee, 
have a good deal to learn from them. 

Sincerely, 

Mordeoai Danzis 



Feb. 1, 1950 

JEWISH TELEGP.APHIC AGENCY 

A f.~MGRf .ND UM BY J1 .MES SCHEUER 

In the past few yearo one of the oeLbers of t he Board of ONA·J'"fA and one 

or two dissutiefied enployees of ONA-JTA have r:ade sone very serious charges 

in connection with the uanageoent and operation of the agency. There have been 

some indirect suggestions of actual dishonesty on the part of the operating 

heads of the agency and outricht charges of nepotiso, ma.ladrainietration, and 

that the Landaus, because of their nominal ownership of JTA stock, were 

conspiring to set up a faoily dynasty to control the agency. 

a) Stock ownerehip.--This writer has read the oinutes of director's 

meetings for several years back. The record shows that repeatedly Landau 

has definitely stated that he has no j_nJ_,ention of ever taking advantage 

of hie control of the stock of JTA. Ee has affirned his intention, since 

the expiration of the trust instrument under whi ch the stock was deposited 

for a decade, of redepositing his st )ck in such an instrw:ient or of oaking 

any other disposition of the stcck which the Board of Directors night 

suggest. The record further indicates that ever since the JTA was 

organized in 1917, r. Landau has at no tie, in an; instance whatever, 

taken advantage of his control over JTA by virtue of hia stock ownership. 

Accordingly, the attempts of those who have continued to the present 

day to criticize Mr. Landau for his stock ownership and control over JTA 

in the face of his repeated statements renouncing any intention to use 

such control, and in the face ol a twenty year record which prove - -~.~~+ Pf) 

hae in fact never exploited his ower of control, indicates that such 

persona if they are actinc with knowledge of the above oust be makin5 

this accusation in bad faith. The pendine reorganization of JTA will, 
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cf.coµroe, eliminate this individual proprietorship, which, although 

theoretical, has been tiade i!lto a cor.tinuing irritant of JTA. 

b). Dishonesty.~-While there have been indirect hints of dishonesty, 

an investigation by the Board of Directors on June 28, 1948 failed to 

prove any instance of such dishonesty. The clear readiness wj_th which 

both the dissatisfied employees who appeared before the Board and the 

members of the Board who sponsored them, would have cone forward with 

tangible evidence of dishonesty, if there had, in fact, been any, 

indicates that there is no substance whatever to thie charge. The 

repeated investigations by accountants and attorneys of the entire span 

of ONA-JTA operations would certainly hcve brought such malfeasance to 

light if it had existed. 

c). The charges of nepotism und maladuinietration have also been nade --- ---..-.-.-------··-
of the Landaus. These charges can beet be underotood when ONA-JTA ia 

viewed ae an outgrowth of several decades of turbulent history, desperate 

efforts at survival, and a feeling on the part of those who were responsible 

for the continued existence of ONA-JTA that, as each crieie loaned, any 

etepa which were expedient and which eight give ONA-JTA a breathing spell, 

even if somewhat irregular, were justified by the pressure of eoergency. 

While it 16 easy, from the vantage point of hind.eight, to c1•iticize some 

of the irregularities which have occurreu in ONA-JTA administration, the 

continued survival of ONA-JTA, in the face of des~erate financial straits 

and other extraordinarily difficult situatione, is probably due as much 

to the feelings of desperate urgency on the part of those who have led 

the agency and their belief in the importance of surmounting each obstacle 

ae it came up, even if at the riek of minor irregularity, ae to any other 

one factor. 
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(1) Nepotism. --JTA was organized in Europe during the first World 

War. For some years the founder, Jacob Lancau, worked without 

compensation. He finally, in 1920, began drawing a salary of $35.00 

a week. In the period after 1921 hio wife, an attorney, was of 

constant assistance to him and throughout the years has taken an 

increasing part in sharing his responsibilities, particularly during 

the recent period of hie illneos. Victor Bienatock, Mrs. Lan1au'a 

brother, joined JTA after having become a first rate newspaperman with 

the New York World & Herald Tribune. In 1948, Mr. Landauta daughter 

married Mark Strege, then a correspondent of the ONA. In addition, 

Landau in one or two other instances, had a relative working in the 
.. 

New York and London offices in m::nor secretarial positions. Accordingly, 

1t is the truth that the Landau faoily has had 4 to 6 representatives 

in ONA-JTA, three of them in high positions. However, it was largely 

due to the illness of her husband that Mrc. Landau was forced to assume 

greater responsibility. Bienstock came to ONA with a record of 

experience and competence in news work from an excellent paper. Strage 

was already working for ONA when he married Landau's daughtor. The 

association of each of Landau•a relatives with ONA-JTA seems logical 

when viewed in the context of time anJ. events. The impending reorganiz­

ation of ONA-JTA will eliminate whatever baa:i.e for cri ticie there may 

be in this connection. 

(2) Maladminietration.--It my very '\Tell be that due to the chaotic 

pre-war and war conditions under which ~rA struggled in the world-wide 

arena, and the post-war struggle of birth and survival of ONA, and the 

preoccupation of the directors vith the larger problems of continued 

survival, that ONA-JTA in the course of the years suffered from more 
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than usual irregularities, haphazard administration, and unconventional 

financial expedie~ts. The Landaus ·Kuuld p:."cbo.bly be the first to state 

that neither of tl:em co!.lld qualify a.a professors of business administration. 

It ie interesting t analyze the criticism made by the director involved 

in the controversy with the Landaus reeardin~ errors of judgement Landau 

ha made in the pest several decadea of running ONA-JTA. These charges 

amount to the sue;geGtion that Landau would have rnado several real 

errore of judgment had not this director and others interfered and 

restrained him. The fact that Landau after 25 years of ONA-JTA 

administration can be criticized on major policy decisions only on the 

grounds that he l!light havo made errors had he not been restrained seems 

a substantial vindication of the scores of major policy decisions and 

the hundreds of day-to-day operating decisions he has ma.de throu~ the 

decades. The astonishing fact is that , cespite the unsettled conditions 

in which ONA has operated since its begi1 ning in 1940, despite the 
• 
financial straits of ONA-JTA throuch0ut lts entire period of operation, 

and despite the bitter quarreling within the t op levels of the gr oup 

for many monthe past, ONA-JTA hae achieved the record of accomplishment 

that it has. At present, OI~A olone has a yearly operating income of 

better than a quarter of a million dollars. JTA, with a $125,000 annual 

income, serves the entire Jewieh world 1reoe with news of Jewish community 

activities and of interest to Jewish groupo throughout tho world, It has 

eucceaefully dwarfed the efforts of Palcor, en official news agency 

subsidized by the Jewish Agency, to invade tho field and has upheld 

the cause of free, non-partisan itdependent news dissemination unfettered 

by governmental control, which it hae conscientiously done aince 1tn 

beginning. ONA today serves nearly 500 papers in the United States, 
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Canada1 Latin America, Europe, the Near East, and the Far East. ONA 

personnel feel that the~e was never a time when there was such a real 

need and demand f or an independent, non-partisan, feature news agency 

providing readers throughout the world with interpretive information 

and understanding of the days events, rather than an unending disgorging 

of undigested and unrelated facts, which is the product of the conventional 

spot news agencies. They are convinced the.t a reconstituted ONA, freed 

of the organizational difficulties which have plagued it, and with 

its leaders free to devote their entire t1.me and energy to the newspaper 

Job at hand, could expand and within a very short period establish itself 

as a financially independent going concern. 

JTA officials feel along the cane lines ttat their job of serving 

the Jewish press throughout the world ie a unique and constructive one 

and that they too, if freed frolil the destructive f orces presently at 

work w:i.thin the agencies, could prosper. 



• • 

• 

• 



101 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUnn Y HILL 3-2997 

February 16, 1950 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road & I• 105 th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In the adverse situa tia:i I am !acing, I would like to 
make an effort to safeguard ONA. In the short period of its 
existence, ONA has made tremendous strides, has Dk>re than 
400 newspapers throughout the world and an income or more 
than a quarter of a million dollars. '!he economies we have 
nad will make 1 t possible for ONA to be self-supporting 
this year. 

But there is an indebte<hess of approximately 
75,000 which hange like a millstone around our necks. If 

we can find half of this, the otoor half will be absorbed 
by inc • 

Mr. Joseph v,einstein has indicated to me that he would 
be influenced by your opinion of our work. Would you be 
willing to write a few words to him or, what would be mre 

f'tective, telephone hill? 

His address is c/o llay Dei»-rtment Store, Fulton st. & 
Hanover Place, Brpoklyn, N.y. Telephone: llaine 4-7400• 

You would render us a tremendous service by doing this• 
Professor Einstein has intimated to me that he is ready to 
entertain a rew people one afternoon soon in order to pre­
vail upon them to give us some real support. Between you 
and Professor Einstein perhaps we will eucceed at least in 
making ONA 1 s independence and ru.ture safe. 

JL/t 

Very s 1ncerely yours, -, / 

/ 

-~ 
Jacob Landau 
Managing Director 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road & E. 105th St., 
Cleve.J.and1' Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

February 16, 1950 

In the adverse situation I am acing, I would like to 
make an effort to safeguard OMA. In the short period or its 
existence, C!iA has made tremendous strides, has re than 
400 newspapers throughout the world and an income of more 
than a quq.rter of a million dollars. The econotnies we have 
made will make it possible for ONA to be self-su porting 
this year. 

But there _is an indebtedness or approximately 75,000 
which hangs like a mitls tone around r necks. If we can 
find half uf this, the other half will be absorbed by 
income. 

ttr. Joseph ei~tein has indic t d to me that he ould 
be inf.luenced by your opinion of our work. wou.1.d you be 
willing to rite a few words to him or, w t would be mor 

ffective, tele}ilone him? 

His address is c/o May Department Store, Fulton ~t. & 
Hanover Place, Brooklyn, N.Y. Telephone: ine b-7400• 

You would render us a tremmdous service by doing this. 
Professor Einstein has intimated to me that he is ready to 
entertain a few people one afternoon soon in order to prevail 
upon the to give us some real upport. Between you .and 

rofessor ~instein perhaps we will succeed at least in naking 
ONA I s independence and fuflure sate. 

Very ~incerely yours, 

,Tacob Lanciau 
Managing Director 



106 EAST ~1aT STREST 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Templ 
Ansel Road & E• 105th st. , 
~lav land , hio 

Dear Rabbi Silvers 

• NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Februaicy 24, 19 O 

I am enclo ing copy of a letter I o te to you 

t n days ago . ii I have not heard from you, I won er 

whether you r ceived it • 

Since ly o irs, 

~ ;~!I. . ) __ .,/_ 
~~,uFI -- - -

Ja;~b Lan au 
aging Di ctor 



JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY 
106 East 41st Street 

New York 17, N.Y. 

April 10, 1950 

The Board of Directors of the Jewish Telegraphic AGency, Inc., 

has made the following announcement on the reorganization of the 

Agency: 

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc., has become u public 

trust. 

The Agency has operated since its inception in 1917 us a 

public service of the Jewish community. It was reorganized in 1935 

as a non-profit, communal enterprise from which no stoclcholder could 

draw profits. Its public nature WQS recognized by the tux-exemption 

status given the corporation and by the generous support of the 

Jewish community. The present reorganization measures are designed 

to perpetuate and ensure the communal nature of this Agency. 

As in the past, the sole aim of JTA will continue to be to 

supply the most objective, veracious and reliable reporting of facts 

and to provide authoritative basic data on developments concerning 

Jewish communities throughout the world for the information and 

guidance of the Jewish and non-Jewish communities. 

The Agency will seek to attain a standard of reporting 

conforming to the highest ethical stnndurds enunciated in the United 

Nations code and in recent important press studies. It will enlist 

the services of top men in the newspaper profession to study its 

activities and determine how best the JTA objectives cun be attained. 
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The Jewish Telegraphic Agency has already taken the following 

measures of structural reorganization aimed to make it a public trust 

and to strengthen its position: 

1. All outstanding common shares in the Jewish Telegraphic 

Agency, Inc., have been turned in t-:> the Treasury of the JTA by .r-1r. 

Jacob Landau, its founder and JJanaging Director for thirty-three 

years. Individual shares are being issued to each member of the new 

Board of Directors and a total of twenty-five such shares will be 

issued with the completion of the Board. Members of the Board will 

hold these shares as a public trust. No other common shares of the 

Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc., remain outstanding. 

2. A new B0a.rd of Directors of Jewish Telegraphic Agency,Inc. , 

is now in formation. Those now nlre~dy s rving are : Rudolf G. Sonne­

born, President; Adolf c. Robi con, Vice-Prtsident; Jacob Landau, 

Secretary; and George Alpert , Bost0n; A. Goodman, Miami; Denjamin A. 

Javits, New York; Professor H.M. K~llen, New York; S.H. Jcheuer, New 

York; Philip Slomovitz, Detroit; Robert Szold, New York; and Rabbi S. 

Wohl, Cincinnati. 

This Board, when completed, will be composed of twenty-five 

representative American Jewish men and women whose positions in the 

community will permit them t o speak w th ut ~ority and wlo will be 

able to give time and thoug1t to tlle dir ction and oper2.tions of the 

Agency. 

3. The f'oreign affiliates of the Jewish Telegra.pnic Agency, 

Inc., will be regrouped around the P· lestine Telegraphic sency which 

will have an International Board of Directors. Local councils will 

be set up in each country where an affiliate is located, for direct 

supervision of its activities and liaison with the International Board 

in Israel. 
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On the establishment of the International Board in Israel, 

all shares held in the affiliates by Jewish Telegraphic Agency,Inc., 

and Jacob Landau will be turned over to the Board of the ~nlestine 

Telegraphic Agency. Pending such transfer, these shareG will be 

held in trusteeship. 

4. Complete sepnration of the Jewish Telegraphic AGency, 

Inc., and the Overseas News Agency, Inc., has been effected as of 

January 15, 1950. Under the terms of the separation, the Overseas 

News Agency will pay to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency fifty percent 

of its profits until the sum of $100,000 has been paid. 

There is now no contr~ctual relationship for the supply or 

interchange of news or services between the Jewish Telegraphic 

Agency and the Overseas News Agency except that the Palestine 

Telegraphic Agency in Israel sells the ONA service to the press on 

a commission basis. 

5. The Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc., will continue to 

expand and develop its own world-wide news coverage to provide the 

maximum flow of necessary information to and from the United States. 

During 1950 it will extend its news coverage of the Amer ~cQn Jewish 

scene so as to provide more inform~t1on on American Jewl3h nctivit1es, 

primarily for the American Jewish community. 

The Agency will also seek to expand and develop its own 

direct outlets in the American gener~l press for distribution of 

constructive Jewish news. 

- - -
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July 14, 1950 

CONFmENTIAL 

MEMO 

The beginnings of a serious cleavage are visible on the American­

Jewish horizon. It is the cleavage between the survivalists and the 

aseimilationiete. 

Thie cleavage is not news but because of the emergence fof the State of 

Israel it is assuming more dangerous proportions than ever, first, because of 

the emergence of a Jewish State assimilation will proceed apace -- provided 

anti-SeI!litiem does not rise to new threatening heights. As long as there was 

no Jewish state no self-rcJpecting Jew felt free to desert a persecuted minority. 

Now he feels he has the right of choice ... 

Koestler's recent statement on this subject is eymptoma.tic. 

It is safe to predict that only if action is taken now will it be 

effective. Time is working in favor of the assimilationists. 

Today, the overwhelming major rt~ of P. erican Jewry is still strongly 

Israel-minded. Today, various educational activities are still being carried on. 

An immediate effort is required to rally all eurvivaliet forces: all 

Zionist organizations including Hadaaaah, Mizrachi, Poale Zion, Revisionists, 

etc., all groups interested in Jewish education, the B'nai B'rith, orthodox 

Jewish organizations, American Jewish Congress, etc., etc. 

The assimilationists have entrenched themselves in one sphere which 

gives them decisive influence if not domination: the welfare funds. 

Neither the Zionists nor those w~o are interested in educational 

activities nor the orthodox Jews are adequately represented on the welfare fund 

boards. The welfare executives with few exceptions are neither religious nor 

nationalist Jews. 
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To say the least they are more or lees indifferent towards the State of 

Israel end Jewish education. They are primarily local and philanthropy-minded. 

~hey are more interested in building more local charitable inetitutione than in 

giving Israel a real chance at least during the first decade of ite existence or 

in Jewish education. 

Theodor Herzl coined the slogan: "Conquer the Jewish commtm.ities!" Thie 

slogan has enhanced in meaning today. If the present trend is not reversed, 

Israel, Zionism and Jewish education will steadily go downhill. 

The following steps are suggested: 

The calling of a national conference of all groups interested in 

survivalism. 

Regional and local chapters must be set up. 

The introduction of democratic ~ethods of electing welfare fund boards 

must be insisted on. The Large~ Cities Budgeting Conference must be disbanded. 

LCBC is national budgeting in disguise and v·olates the decision against national 

budgeting taken by a Convention of the Welfare Funds some years ago. 

The Institute of the World Jewish Congress should be broadened and transform­

ed into a center of information for welfare funds. In all welfare funds the 

survivalists should insist that the advice of this institution be solicited and 

the monopolistic and one-aided position of the Council of Jewish Federations and 

Welfare Funds be reduced in importance. 

The issue will attract nation~Tide attention. If wisely and vigorously 

conducted, it will be won and the survivalist forces will be strengthened. 

* * * 
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August 29, 1950 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ~ilver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. & AnseJ. Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi silvert 

I aa enclo ing aoa, material for your 

intor•tiai . 

Ver,- since 3iY" ,:ours, 

~ 
(; acob Landau JL/r 

enc. 
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Have We Built a Fr~nkenstein? 

by Mordecai Da.nzis, Editor, "The Day" 

The independence and the very existence of an important 

national organization is in jeopardy today - primarily due to 

centralization of fund-raising and the power exercised by executives 

or the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds and Welfare 

Funds. 

The organization we are referring to is the Jewish 

Telegraphic Agency, the only world-wide Jewish news service. 

For three years a controversy has been raging within and 

around the JTA, centering on the structure of the JTA. The question 

is how community control and the principle of a free press can be 

reoonoiled. 

It 1s not the objective here to go into the merits of this 

question. Here we deal with the attitude adopted by the CJFWF and 

the Welfare Funds towards the JTA in connection with this controversy 

and its significance for the future of democratic processes in the 

Jewish camnunity. 

The issue was originally raised by a JTA board member, 

Jacob Blaustein of Baltimore, president of the American Jewish 

Committee and influential member of the board of the CJFWF. 

Blaustein had for many years been the chairman or the JTA Board, had 

f'ully approved of the JTA structure, but reversed himself when it 

was pointed out to him that it was incompatible for the ehairman or 

the executive committee of the AJC to be the chairman of an impartial 

Jewish news agency. 
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At the initiative of the Baltimore group, the nine largest 

welfare funds met for the :f'irst time in June, 1948, in New York and 

constituted themselves as the Large Cities Budgeting Conference. The 

JTA was on the agenda.. 

Again we do not wish to deal with the resolutions adopted 

at this conference - but merely with the procedure adopted by the 

funds. 

Early in 1949 Baltimore was the first fund which decided to 

withhold part of their allocation to the JTA. They were soon 

followed by other welfare funds. The highest Council officials 

attended a meeting of the JTA Board called by the opposition. They 

made - as in previous memoranda released by the CJFWF - inaccurate 

statements indicating prejudice and an eagerness to be allies of 

Blaustein in a campaign of vilification and character assassination 

which he conducted against the JTA administration and particularly 

Jacob Landau. 

At a meeting of the Board of the JTA held Sept. 13, 1949, 

unanimous decisions were adopted - settling the structure problem. 

The crisis seemed resolved. 

A few days later, the CJFVVF sent a memo t o all welfare f'u.nds 

taking scant cognizanee of the decisions concerning struoture but 

prominently featuring a statement made by Blaustein and his 

associates, who were projecting new issues. 

Landau had promised to give up his shares without oompensa­

tion, because he hoped thus to put an end to the strife and see the 

welfare funds release monies to the JTA. Because of the CJFtF memo 

none of the welfare funds released the funds. The financial situa­

tion of the JTA became most precarious. At the meeting of the La:rge 
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Cities Budgeting Conference at Cincinnati, in January, it was first 

decided to release no funds at all to the JTA, but finally a 

"recommendation" was adopted to release 30% of the allocation as 

"severance pay." Some of the welfare funds had already cut their 

grants by 50%. 30% therefore represented in a number of important 

cities only 15% of what JTA had received in 1948. 

With the exception of two cities (Cleveland and Philadelph­

ia), which paid the 1949 grant in full, the Funds abided by the 

"recommendation." Two Funds went beyond the recommendation. Detroit 

abstained from making any payment and Newark, which had reduced the 

1949 grant by two-thirds (from $3,000 in 148 to $1000 for 1 49) paid 

only $250 - thus paying less than 9% of their 148 grant. 

The Agency pointed out in vain that it had sent 10 daily 

and six weekly bulletins to Newark at the request of the Fund - and 

that their expenditures for stamps, envelopes, paper, ink, mailing, 

etc., amounted to more than $250. 

The Agency asked Newark for a hearing. This request was 

turned down. 

The fact is that none of the Welfare Funds gave the JTA a 

hearing before they adopted their drastic decisions to withhold funds 

or give "severance pay." 

The attitude or the Welfare ?unds to the JTA has signif1c• 

ance far beyond its effect on JTA. 

l) The Welfare Funds claim "autonomy." They feel it is up 

to them to make final decisions on allocations. All welfare funds, 

without exception, a coepted the idea of "severance pay" with only 

some differences in the degree of severity. Cleveland and 

Philadelphia were more generous, Newark and Detroit less generous 

than the rest. 
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2) Although National Budgeting was rejected by the Conven­

tion or CJFlNF some years ago, the Large Cities Budgeting Conference 

constitutes de facto national budgeting. These cities supply 75% 

of the funds usually given. The smaller funds usually follow their 

example. 

3) Too much power is vested in the hands of a few executiv­

es. The American system of government avoiding arbitrariness and 

injustices by a multitude of checks - is non-existent in the Jewish 

community. In some communities, as for example in Newnrk, the power 

of the Welfare Fund executive is not even potentially restricted by 

public opinion. The local weekly is owned by the welfare fund and 

under the direct supervision of the welfare fund executive. 

4) All democratic processes are negated if one or two 

board members of any national organization happen also to be on the 

board of CJFWF or Welfare Fundso They may, if they are defeated by 

the majority as in the JTA, circularize through the CJFVTF and the 

Funds and thus alienate ~upport. Not the majority, no matter how 

strong, but these one or two men will lnvar1ably dominate the 

situation. 

The Large Cities Budgeting Conference ought to be dis­

continued. 

No welfare fund should adopt a drastic decision threatening 

the existenoe of an organization without giving that organization 

the right of appealing to the board of the 1lelfare Fund. It should 

not be refused a hearing. 

It is obvious that the JTA has been unfairly dealt with. 

To offer an agency "severance pay" at the end of the year, which 1a 

15% of the previous grant, is unfair in the extreme. The relation-
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ship between national agencies and welfare funds must be based on 

mutual trust. No agency can overnight readjust itself to a severely 

reduced budget. The JTA could offer none of its employees 15% of 

their '49 salary . . They have to pay 3 weeks salary for every year 

of emplo-yment. Nor can an agency immediately organize a fund-rais­

ing effort. It requires time and money. 

The JTA case proves the danger of centralized fund-raising. 

As conditions exist at present, the most valuable new ideas may be 

nipped in the bud. Even independent fund-raising is no longer 

permitted without consent of the welfare fundso We have raised a 

Frankenstein. The Charity Trust has come to stayo 

The structure of the CJFV' F and the welfare funds may have 

to be revised, if they are not to develop into an unrestrained 

dictatorship by a few executives. The welfare funds were establish­

ed to do away with the multitude of drives. They were not intended 

to assume control of all Jewish activities. Safeguards against this 

danger, or reality, are urgently necessary. The idea of "partner­

ship" between the local funds and the national organizations must 

be resisted. We see from the JTA case what dangers lurk behind this 

api:arently innocuous phrase. 

The CJP,.F and welfare fund officials would be wise to 

limit their ambitions if they do not want to arouse strong public 

sentiment against the very institution of the CfflF and the welfare 

funds. Their function is to serve but not to control or dictate to 

the Jewish community. 

In recent months the Commentary has been criticized by Jews 

throughout the length and breadth of the country. Rabbi Milton 

Steinberg delivered a sermon in which he expressed the conviction 



that the Commentary was not useful but rather harm1'ul to the 

community and even Jewish defense efforts. His speech proved a 

sensation. He was commended for his courage and the thoroughness 

with which he marshalled his arguments. His address had a profound 

effect - except on CJFVlF and welfare fund officials. The Commentary 

cost the community $160 1 000 in 1948 - JTA received in 148 from all 

welfare funds $148,000 . Commentary has a maximum 15,000 subscribers. 

JTA, through a worldwide net of offices, reaches millions of Jews 

daily. During the entire controversy the usefulness of JTA has not 

been questioned. 

The welfare funds are not withholding the allocations to 

the AJC until Commentary is eliminated. The reason is obvious: It 

is published by the American Jewish Corrmittee - and its president 

is Jacob Blaustein, member of the CJFWF board. Cow.mentary is safe. 

It will not be treated like the JTA. 

- - -
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ISRAEL GOVErnTHENT ACTS TO EASE ECONOMIC SIWATION; WILL IAUNCH NATIGNAL LOTTERY 

• JERUSALEM, Oct. 1. (JTA) -- An official announcement issued last night by the 
Premier 'a office here said that the Israel Government--following consul te,tions with 
local and foreifl!) economic experte--haa decided to expand agricultural production, as 
"vital to improvement of Israel's economic ai tuation;" to increase exports' and to 
lift the ban on capital import 1n the form of goods. 

The official announcement, indicating that the government is prepared to relax 
many economic restriction& in order to ease the present difficult situation, said t e 
~erranent will propose in parliament a bill calling for the floating of a popular 
loan, bacl~ed by gold, and vill also•-through a specially-created association of . uni­
cipalities--promote a national lottery. further, tourism will be encouraged throUPih 
the opening of special tourist shops where goods--including rationed mercbandise--will 
be sold to visitors from abroad, 

Another concession which the Rovernment made--e.nd which has been sought by 
proponents o: free enterprise--is the sale of urban government land to private buyers 
undertakin~ building programs, or paying in foreign currency. More effective tax­
collection methods will be introduced, the communique said, and tm sovernment will 
undertake "certain measures abroad" to mobilize capital. 

Mass Immi,gration and Absorption Will Mot Be Hindered 

The a.rmouncement a tressed that "no changes are intended" which would hinder 
mass innninration and absorption, although "these impose heavy responsibilities on tha 
state and its citizens." The announceP1Bnt added: "The government does not promiee a.:1 

easy salvation. The state's difficulties emanate from defense needs, ingatherinR of . 
the exiles and conquering of the desert--programs unparalleled by any other country. 
Those difficulties cannot be removed easily or soon. \le also want to combat soon the 
lack of fcre:Jro, currency." 

Ingathering of the exiles, the announcerent emphasized, increases the Yishuv 
and its needs more rapidly and on a larger scale than does expanded production. ~­
vortheless, it was stressed, the number of Jews living in immigrant reception canps 
is decreasinn and there is now almost full employment throughout the country. The 
government is enlarging its aP,ricultural and industrial output, is increasing its 
exports and is conductiOR most developI:'ant schemes with "groat results, 11 the an­
nouncement said. 

It was recalled in the e:tatem.ent that the Israel 1)8.rliament had approved the 
government's 11basic economic,;" policy and the "government will continue to act in ac­
cordance" uith this policy. From time to tme, however, it was added, the savernment 
will ureview--in the liRht of conatantly-chanRing conditiona--the adjustment and im­
plementation to new needs." 

The announcement also said that immim-anta and investors will be permitted to 
bring in gov a under ~overnmant control. Fublic bodies operating in Israel will be 
required to ha~d in their income from overseas campaigns in foreign currency, while 
organizations with establ.ished inst1tutions••auch as Hadaesah-·will be parmittod to 
bring in goods for their institutions, subject to government approval. 
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BGYPI'IAN REACTION TO lNDIA •s BECOGNITION OF ISRAEL CREATES SURPRISE m NEW DELHI 

NEW DELHI, Oct. 1. (JTA) -- Surprise baa been expressed in diploma.tic quar­
ters here over Cairo's unfavorable reaction to the Indian Government's recognition of 
the state of Israel. 

Some quarters maintain that India will be in a better position to mediate be• 
tween Israel and the Arab states, should the occasion arise, because it has recognized 
the Jewish state. It 1a also pointed out that India is sympathetic to the plight of 
the Palostine Arab ref~eae and is expected to use its influence in the United Nations 
in their behalf. 

The Indian press greeted India's recoRnition of Israel as a wise move. Praise 
for the action has come from newspapers in such cities as New Delhi, Calcutta arid 
Madras, Most editorials express the same opinion: recoRnition of Israel voa a realist­
ic ?!10Ve• The editorials are also almost unanimous in pointing out that the ~vermnent 
was wise in delaying recognition for two years so as not to offend the Moslem popula­
tion of this countr7. 

YOUTH ALIYAH HOSTEL WILL BE ERECTED NEAR HA~A IN MEMORY OF GENERAL WINGATE 

HAIFA, Oct, l. (JTA) -- An imposing memorial to the late Gen. Orde Wingate, 
who as commander of British and Jewish forces in Palestine during the pre-war Arab 
rebellion endeared himself to the Jewish community, will be reared on Mt. Carmel over• 
looking the fortress of Athlit. Gen. Wingate was killed in India in 1943 in a plane 
crash while commanding special Allied unite operating behind enemy lines. 

The memorial will take the form of a Youth Aliyah hostel and 1s being built 
with subscriptions from British Jews who have already raised more than 50,000 pounds 
($140,000) for it, The hostel will be located near the N1r Etzion settlement which 
has a number of formar residents of the Etzion settlement which was destroyed by the 
Arabs in tho fighting in 1948. The hostel will be Orthodox, It will bear the name 
Yemin Orde. 

At ceremonies marking the layinR of the cornerstone of the memorial, speakers 
eulogized Gen, W1n,qate and hie firm friendship for the Jewish people. Among those 
present were Mrs. lorna WinRate, his widow, officials of' the British Ie~tion, mem• 
bera of the British Youth Ali~ Committee and outetandinR Israel personalities, Mrs. 
Win~te replied to the tribuws to her husband. 

REMAINS OF ISRAELI WHO DIED IN ATTEMPT TO BI.OW QP K(\UKAJI ¥AD@ARTEBS ARE FOUND 

TEI, AVIV, Oot. 1. (JTA) -- A gallant but futile act of bravery by a youn~ 
Jew durinr, the Arab invasion of the country in 1948 was recalled today when it was 
annouriced that the remains of Abraham Cohen had been found in a cave near Nablus by 
an Israel Army cha.plain. 

When Fauzi el-Kauka.Ji, selt•styJ.erd commanaer of the Arab Liberation Army in• 
vaded laleatine in 1948, Cohen loaded a truok with e,;plosivee and set off on a suici­
dal attempt to blow up Ifaukaj1 1a headquarters. Ii> wBe betrayed by his ~uide, tried 
by Irauliaj1'a military court and immediately executed. 

REPORTS REACBII;D- JERUSAIEM SAY DR, SILVER WILL BEAD ISRAEL BOND CAMPAWr! m U .s, 

JERUSAIEM, Oct. 1. (JTA) -- Reports reaching here today said that Dr. Abba 
Billel Silver will mad the projected Israel loan campaiRD in the United States, 1n 
accordance with a decision taken at the recent extraordinary conference of American 
Jewish leaders here with Premier tnvid Ben Gurion. 
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SOUTH AMERICA! ZIONIST BR!IX CIOOES; WlDER YOUTH EDUCATION. CHAilJTZIO'I' SOUGHI' 

BUENOS AIRES, Oct. 2. (JTA} -- The South American Zionist Conference concluded 
here today after approvw, resolutions calling tor "major asaistanco to youth educa­
tion and Che.lutziut" and recommending initiation of a study ot united fund-raising 
caml)ai~ here, 

The oonterence, attended by delegates from seven countries, also urged the 
" t " m1..- l introduction of sanctions against those denying campa!P.n con ributiona. J.1.1.u dee-

RS,tes also supported creation of an Israel Institute here under the auspices of the 
Israel legation and Jewish Mency. Finally, the delegates called for centralizat ion 
of the Af7iency 1a tunctions throughout Iatin America. 

Earlier, addressing the meeting, Zerubavel, left-wing member of the J ewish 
A(113ncy executive, declarad: ''We do not want foreign investments which would exploit 
and sweat our workers." Zerubavel a1so attacked tha "clerical" Jews and criticized 
Premier David Ben Gurion. His remarks were frequently interrupted and Eliahu Dobkin, 

, " Jewish Agency leader, countered with a statement that Israel wants and needs priwte 
capital." and demanded that the Russian "satellites let the Jews go to Israel," 

U .s • CAM :BEST AD> ISRAEL :BY BELPlNG BRING FF.ACE IN PAIESTINE I I.DUIS LIPSKY SAYS 

• :rtEW YORK, Oct. 2. (JTA) -- "The best service the United States Government can 
render Israel in its present struggle would be to bring about a just peace between the 
parties concerned and cease to allow itself to be used by, the SRRressors to ~orce Is• 
rael into comprom1a1ng positions 1n the pol1 tical field, ' Icuis Lips~ chairman or the 
American Zionist Council, today told a press conference. 

Mr. Lipsky, who has just returned from Israel where he attended the extra• 
ordina.ry economic conference, declared: "It is an affront to the Charter of the Un• 
ited Nations that the Rl'8at effort of redemption and recovery whioh is going on in 
Israel should have to be conducted under the shadow of threat and a~eaaion of Un- · 
ited nations members, and that Israel's economic stability and proRress should be 
retarded by the pressing need to expand a large part of its inadequate financial re­
sources on military defenses and military preparedness. 

"The interrelation of the economic and political aspects ot the Israeli prob• 
lam must . be taken into consideration. Unquestionably, 1 t is to the advanta,.-:e of the 
Arab atatea to proloDR Israel's economic difficulties and to use them as a political 
weapon. Only an economically sound Israel will compel such respect by Arab countries 
and impel. them to sit down with Iara.al for direct peace talks." 

SENATOR HPIER MEE'!B WITH BEN GURION; SAYS HE WILL :BACK U.S. MILI'l'@X AD> TO ISPJ\EL .... 

DI YORK, Oct. 2. (JTA) -- A New York Times dispatch from Tel Aviv today 
quoted U .• s, Sena.tor Claude ~ppar--who 1s vie1 ting Israel as a member of a C'onParaa• 
sione.l oommittee••as stating, followinR a meeting with Premier De.Yid :Ben Gur1on, that 
he woulll recommend u.s. military and any other aid required by the Jewish state. 

l§PORTS TJiAT DR. SILVER }il:LL BF@ ISRAEL BOND DRIVE IN U.S, Am 'lERMED ~U!IDED 

NEW YORK, Oct. 2. (JTA) -- Informed quarters in New York described toda.y as 
entirely without foundation wet11C•end reports quoted in Jerusalem dispatchds that Dr. 
Abba .liillel Silver will head the projected Israel loan campa1Rn in the United States. 
The reports were quoted by the Jewish TeleR?"Bphic AP;ency yesterday. 
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