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April 22, 1952 

Excerpts of Address by Brig. General Julius Klein, past national commander of 
the Jewish War Veterans, delivered at Brookline, Boston, Massachusetts 1n behalf 
of Sen. Robert Taft (Taft-pledged delegate for the GOP Convention). 

The opinions expressed here are those of General Klein 
and do not reflect in any way any of the JWV, as a whole, 
as the JW is not a political organization and takes no 
side in pcliticul contests. 

My good friends in Boston have asked me to come here because the loth 

district is a typical "melting pot" district of your great city and state. I, 

too, represent such a typical American district in Chicago, the 9th district, 

where an intense campaign was launched by the anti-Taft forces to defeat me as 

a delegate for the GOP Convention. 

In order to illustrate what took place in my district, I would rather 

read you excerpts from an editorial which appeared in the Chicago Tribune, 

April 12. 

"Mr. Thanas Tyler, promi.ne attorney, was tor Eisenhower. H mad 

speeches on behalf ot Ei enhower. Tbr e Republic& overnors---John Lodge of 

Coone ticut, Dan Thornton ot Co or o and Dougla McKay ot Oregon -- boosted 

his campaign at a pr con erence. Te voters n t e district knew that a 

vote tor Tyler was a vote tor Eisenhower. 

"At the same time, most ot the Republican organization support was 

divided amoog thr e candidates, Julius Klein, Charles F. Hough, and Roger 

Fa rty, all o whom declared themselves in favor of Taft. It seemed likely 

that this division plus Tyler's ability and popularity, would give him victory. 

Backers o Eis nhower exultantly seized the situation, proclaiming that the 9th 

district would be a "Little Bew Hampshire" where the general would come into 

his own. Wbat bappened'l The results ot the lection wer : Kl in: 15,855; 

Hough: 14,647; Faherty: 11,421 and Tyler: 7,685." 

The Chicago Sun-Times, support! ng th Et enhower delegat ran edi torial1, 

pictures and tbe entire campaign waa focused on my district. One the people 

(more) 
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have a chance to discuss the issues, the outcane is on the side of the people. 

And, I predict that here we will find the cause of Senator Taft victorious 

because the people know where he stands. 

I am glad t~ be in Boston where I have many friends. You have 

honored me before when 1 ·came here in my official capacity. Many of your 

fathers, brothers and sons served with me, especially those of your Americol 

Division. Yes, your present Sheriff Sullivan is one of my former officers 

whom I have promoted to colonel. 

I am delighted to come to B~ton, the city known for its culture and 

devotion to God. Protestants, Catholics and Jews liv side by side in peac 

in everything that is good tor th c ............. ~nity. I have heard that certain anti­

Taft speakers have inj c ed prej icial tone into his campaign. They have 

tried to create the im~ressi that B~b Taft 

religion. Those re pon ible or inJ cting t 

ot oo friendly to this or that 

typ -:,f campaign are un-American 

and they should be condemned by all part◄ es and facti s. I understand, for 

instance, in another state, those who oppose General E senhower have also spread 

propag nda o bad taste. Nothing can be lover, nothing can b uglier than that. 

Both S nator Ta t and General Eisenhower have the respect and lov ot th ir 

t llow man regardless ot er ed, rac or religion. This is too well-established 

and ha no place in this campaign. 

That is on issu that Taft and Eisenhower tore , I am sur, will 

both agree on. 

Here in your city tbi type ot c&111paign is bing eel inst S nator 

T tt. I know ot no man in public lite who has done mor for minoriti a, or 

th rights ot th individual o all creeds, races and religions than S nator 

Taft. I especially would lik to speak o Israel .... Thia w bulwark of 

democracy in tbe middle West. Senator Tatt, Just like bis distinguished ather, 

<•or ) 
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the late William Howard Taft, recognized early the plight ot the Jew in Europe. 

His father minced no words with Russia nearly 40 years ago when Russia was dis­

criminating and persecuting the Jews and when pogroms were in order there. And, 

his distinguished son, Robert Taft was one of the Christian Zionists who realized 

and recognized the persecuted and lost Jews in Europe had a right to have their 

::>wn homeland. 

England repudiated the Balfour Declaration after World War I; a solemn 

promise given to the Jews in Europe was broken. Jews of the middle East in 

World War I and World War II fought on the side of democracies and they were 

allies while the grand mufti was an ally of the Kaiser in World War I and of 

Hitler in World War II. 

You all must rem mb r t tight before he U ited Nations when our 

delegates and our own State De artment made . som r ault and when the ancient 

dream of Israel nearly w s t t ere again. Mid you, more than 6, 000, 000 J ws 

were murdered by H1 ler nd t e ndful that remaine helped to establish their 

own land, and not become refu es and a load to other countri s. First the Ulf 

r efused to act, then th y came up with a formula ot trusteeship. Let m read 

you a telegram that I have in ray hand from Senator Taft that he sent in April •a.a 

when we had a larg m tin in Rew York where more ban 80,000 vet rans of all 

faiths march d a a prote to our n governm nt in r gard to Ira l. H re's 

what Senator T tt said: 

"Pl e accept my b 1 st gr ings. My inter et in a Jewish h land 

first was arous d by the injustice of the British position when they r pudiat 

t Balfour D clar tion. 'rhis D claration I cons id r a pl d to e tablisb a 

r al J viah national ban in P leatine. Developm nta aince have not alter d my 

position. Pre id nt Truman's present position on Pal stin only emphasiz • 

ccapl. contusion ot admini trations policy. Im int in United ationa torce 

(more) 
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to support partition is as practicable as a United Nations force to prevent 

partition." (signed) Robert A. Taft. 

To Jews, everywhere, Palestine .... Israel .... the Holy Land .... means a 

lot of things. It's part and parcel of our religion, our tradition and culture. 

It's part of our history. For centuries, Jews, when assembled for prayer, faced 

East, symbol of attachment to the land of a people, maligned and persecuted, 

beaten and crucitied because they held fast to the faith of their fathers. 

The miracle of Israel, the story of the regeneration of land of desert 

and stone, is known to you sufficiently well and I need not dwell upon that. 

But the miracle of the birth of Israel did not cane to pass because a man like 

Theodor Herzl had a dream and people were willing to wor and slave and contribute 

to make a reality of his vi ion. He penings of 1tstory re never the result of a 

single factor, and while much c edit is due all Z on st orgaoizations---bere and 

abroad---we must not overloo t e act bat without th tatesmanship and wisdom 

of American political repres ntatives, he state of Israel may still be a dream 1D 

spite of the blood and tears in which the glorious story of its birth was written. 

Recognttiai of the state of Iara las an independent and sovereign state 

by the government of the United States was an absolute essential, and I can testify 

---because I bav fir t-han knowl dge of the facts---tbat Senator Taft playe a 

rol much mor important than our people of our own faith r alize, in bringing 

about that r cognition. 

Well, Iara l became a reality. It is becaning a fortress of democracy in 

th middle E t. It is becaning a bea on to all the poor Arab countries in the 

middle East to lead them all to a better way o lif 

Recently the Forr stal Diaries w r published. In it you will find that 

Forr stal and Marshall and the Pentagon and 0th rs oppoa d t stablisbm at ot 

Iara 1 but thy were powerless, according to Porr stal'a Diary, b caus Senator 

(■~re) 
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Taft and Senator Brewster and other courageous Democrat and Republican senators 

st~od firm and Forrestal said "There is nothing we could do wt th Bob Taft because 

he follows Dr. Silver in a pro-Israel cause." 

When I read that excerpt fran the Forrestal Diaries the whole thing opened 

up. Here it is. It is very interesting to bear in mind that the Forrestal 

Diaries have been carefully edited. Whether or not we shall ever be permitted 

to see the Hull Diaries I don't know, but I suspect that we would find much more. 

They perhaps, by inadvertence, let us have this little peek ot the Taft-Silver 

episode not realizing all its implications. But I have no question that in the 

complete Forrestal Diaries which were in the White H~use for many months before 

they were ever permitted to be turned over to the New York Herald Tribune, that 

there vere eliminated many deviou references. 

Taft defied the a ioistratton, the State D partment, the Pentagon and 

championed with other great patriots of both p tie the cause ot Israel. In 

spite of the opposition ot the military, state department officials, oil interests 

and the powerful British influence, he supported Dr. Silver's program disregarding 

any political party or personal considerations. Be knew it vas a right cause and 

in a typical Bob Taft fashion he was bluntly for 1t without reservations. 

What more can I add than the following statement vrttten by Rabbi Abba 

Hillel Silver, distinguished leader o American Jewry and the champion of the 

cause tor Israel. This statement I received April 18th, 1952. Thia is what Dr. 

Silver said som tim a o and it reads as follows: 

"I look upon Senator Taft as a dear friend, not merely of me personally, 

but of our p ople. One may differ with some of his view - I differ with some of 

hi. vtevs - but ot one thing, I am certain; that in terms ot ability, of character, 

of comp tence, and of patriotism, there are few m n in American public lite today 

to equal him." 
(signed) Abba Hill 1 Silver 

(more) 



Excerpts of Address by 
Brig. Gen. Julius Klein Page 6 

Senator Taft bas done all this because he bad a deep understanding of the aspira­

tions of the people of Jewish faith and for the hcmeless victims and remnants of 

Nazi persecution and for the victims of Soviet brutality which recently found new 

vent when it was directed against our unfortunate fellow-Jevs living behind the 

Iron Curtain. 

From the many discussions on the subject, which I had with the Senator, 

I learned too that he recognized the tremendous need for the creation in the 

Feudalistic Near East of a nation thoroughly imbued with the same concepts of 

Democracy which underlie our own Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

Don't let anyone dare to challenge the great contribution, the great moral 

courage and what is more important, his devotion to the cause of all oppressed 

minorities. Don't 1 t anyon inJe t the poison of ra ial and religious bias in 

this campaign. That can n ver touc Bob T tt. I ou cannot write about America's 

contribution in the establi nt f Israel without giving Just credit to Bob 

Taft. And, when Pre ident Tr an recasnized Israel it was my privilege to share 

the platform in Madison Square Garden in New York on May 16, 1948, a meeting that 

was originally called in protest, but subsequently met as a victory celebration. 

And th~e who wer invited to speak were G~ernor Leanan, Ele nor Roosev lt, Dr. 

Weitzman, Dr. Silver, Dr. R wman, Mayor O'Dvyer, enator Taft and myself in my 

capacity as Rational Camnander ot the J .wish War Vet rans. 

om ot you Bostonians were present and I am sur you witn s d that im-

pressiv at on Senator Tatt r ceived. 

I am honor-bound to make this trip to B on b fore my departure for 

Europe to once and for all tell my friends her in Boston, Senator Tart's po 1t1cn 

in Israel. I wa l cted delegate from the 9th district on the platform tor 

S nator T t. I haven~ quarr l With Gen ral Eis nbo r, th di tinsuished oldi r. 

Ir spect him a a tin oldier. But I b liev th American peopl after o many 

(mor ) 
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years of new deal, fair deal, corruption, confusion and bungled foreign policy, 

are entitled to an affirmative response. And, there is no question in anyone's 

mind where Senator Taft stands on all these issues facing the American people. 

Why is it that the Democrats desire Eisenhower for president? Four years 

ago it was Jimmy and Elliott Roosevelt, Senator Pepper, Leon Henderson, Chester 

Bowles, Hague of New Jersey, Colonel Arvey of Chicago and Democrat Senators Hill, 

Johnston, Burke and Paul Douglas and many other New Dealers and Fair Dealers who 

wanted Eisenhower on the Democrat ticket. And this time according to Otto Krock 

it was Truman too who wanted Eisenhower as a nominee. And, since they realized 

this is a Republican year and they want to be sure to elect Eisenhower as a 

president, they are trying to hand him to the Republicans on a silver platter. 

Governor Stevenson of Ill noi , a eat Eisenhower admirer doesn't want to run. 

He is satisfied if Eisenbow r ets the electton. 

But, the Chicago Sun-T mes, the isenhower mouthpiece of Chicago, is 

also advocating Stevenson's oanioation. Let me quote only one paragraph fran the 

editorial of Friday, March 28th: 

."Previously on this page we said that 'Stevenson, like (Gen.) Eisenhower 

should state that be is willing to accept the nanination even thoush bed snot 

seek it. If the Republicans re to select Ike and tbe Democrats re to select 

Stevenson, the country could not lose--no matter who happened to be elected in 

lovember. '" 

Are they trying to do away with our great two-party system? I think the 

dvi ors of Eisenhower are r ndering a great disservice to him by having stab­

lished n Iron Curtain around him in not permitting him to peak out as h should 

on all the issues of this campaign. The presidency is the highe t otti ot t 

nation. The American people are ent1 tled to a tre and constructive d bate on all 

is ues. With radio, tel vision aod the press, th entir nation could on abort 

(m r) 
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notice find out, if General Eisenhower so desires, where he agrees or disagrees 

with Senator Taft .•.. where he agrees or disagrees with Truman. 

We are entitled to know where Eisenhower stands on FEPC, Taft-Hartley Law, 

Socialized Medicine, Social Security, on the present heavy tax burden, on the war 

of Korea. We are entitled to know whether he approves of the seizure of the 

steel plants, Yalta, Teheran, Potsdam and the foreign policies of the present 

administration. 

I am sure that General Eisenhower must know the answers by this time. 

But his orders to newspaper correspondents that no questions will be answered 

might be typical of a soldier under so-called "military security" in time ,;,f war, 

but cannot be recognized as the position ot a statesman or a seeker for the high­

est political office ot th na ion. Will 1senbower support Senator Taft or any 

other nominee? We are en itl d to now that b c ewe in the Tatt camp are 

pledged to support the du).y n ina candid te of the Republican Convention. 

We must not yield to a popularity cont st--we must not be tor the so­

called most popular candidate at the manent---but tor the B!5T candidat. Germany 

elected a great soldier Field Marshall von Hindenburg as President. Hindenburg 

was lected with the backing ot all d mocratic parties. 

Btndenbur like Eisenhower was trained since young manhood to be a soldier 

---and a great soldier he vas---l1ke Eisenhower. 

Robert Taft h s th training and backg:-ouod o goverm ot and bing son 

of a pr sident was trained in overrun nt. He was elected first to a little state 

n t post and climbed tbe bar ladder until h becam ''Mr. R publican." Eisen­

how r va train d to be soldier. T t came up the bard way, know p,;,11t1cs 

and belon in politics and soverm nt. T military belong to the military. 

Thia i a Republican form ot Gov rnm nt. 

(mor ) 
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Let me say this: a strong America, strong econanically is the most 

powerful weapon we have; one who thinks of America first immediately is called 

isolationist. If Main Street in the smallest hamlet of America is prosperous, 

independent, free and strong, we can have the most powerful fortress against any 

aggressor. Senator Taft wants Just that in order to avoid World War III. With 

Taft in the White Bouse, Stalin will know we mean business. This will be the end 

of Yalta, Teheran and Potsdam. We will have a policy which will bring peace and 

prosperity to the entire world, yes, and also behind the Iron Curtain. All you 

have to do is tune in on the radio and read your daily papers and you know where 

Bob Taft stands. You don't have to guess, he has no spokesman. Be is conducting 

his own campaign in America, in a typical American way. And whether you are for 

him or against him, you know wher Bob faft tands And once p ople know that, 

Bob Taft would be the lo ical ~ n to be the st &rd-bearer for our party. 
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