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THE LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
508 Chester Ninth Bldg. 

Cleveland, Ohio 

United States Dept. of The Interior 
Office of Education 
Washington, D, c. 

Gentlemen: 

October 7, 1940 

Your radio series "Americans All Immigrants All" and "Democracy in Action" 
did more to strengthen democracy than any other radio program. It was the 
best program ever put on the air. Our organization still uses the records 
to help mutual understanding among the different nationalities. 

It seems to us that the immediate problem facing America is the education 
of the large number of Americans of German descent and the 100,000 refugees 
from Nazi persecution. We know that a small percentage of the Germans in 
this oountry are Nazis but they can be tak0n care of in a legal manner, 
but the others, especially the non-refugees are in a pitiful condition--torn 
between loyalty to the u. s. and love for Germany as they knew it ♦ Because 
they ,re not clear in their love for Germany, they hesitate to condemn the 
present Germany outright, and they are less able to rise in righteous of
fense against Hitler than are other nationalities. Many of them remember 
the unjustified persecutions they suffered because of their nationality dur
ing the last World War and they fear a similar situation now. There are 
indications of persecution already in this country toward anyone who has a 
German name or speaks German. 

The good propaganda against Hitler in this country written either by well
informed Americans or German refugees who know the situation elaborate 
mostly on the undeniable f'act that Hitler is the climax of many hundreds 
of years of development of German history, the development and victory of 
what we may call the Prussian spirit. 

We hear, of course, especially through refugee utterances a.bout the other 
Germany, the Germany of Weimar, of love for liberty and social conscious
ness, Several German literary works have been published here and plays per
formed on the sta.ge,--these works of art, and this is true also of the 
modern German painters and sculptors, d0al mainly with the immediate post
war social problems in Germany, They aro very much limited in their 
expression by dealing with an unfortun~te situation. In addition, as 
histo~ical materialism was widely accepted as the sooial philosophy among 
the modern progressive Germo.ns, they disregarded any connection with eternal 
ideas, Idealism, in their mind, had failed. In post-war Germany proba'bly 
no other type of art was possible, but these manifestations do not appeal 
to those German Americans who didn•t go through the World War struggle and 
misery in Germany but who enjoyed America.ts compnrctive security ond w~ll
being, 
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In the mind of many Americans and probnbly throughcut the Democratic wcrld 
11n idea has become prevclent; the idea that one should wipe out the German 
people because they are eternal trouble mukers. They are indeed, but it is 
also a fa.ct tho.t thnre has nlways been, f0r mo.ny hundreds cf years, a 
spirited and ccurugeous idealistic minority in Germany, a minority corres
pc,nding pcrf ,ctly tc the champions of liberty in Engl nd, in Franco and 
in the United States. The difference is the..t in th0 western countries 
these minorities becE:.me tho ruling parties of the nation nnd especially 
in America. w0re able to develop the principlos 0f the Constitution and cf 
the Bill of Rights in ccntinuous progress with~ few stagnaticns and 
drowba.cks, while in Germo.ny this grcup never co.mo into powor and lost all 
the battles tley fought. 

I would like tc exemplify a little moro. Johann Huss, thouGh a Czech was 
a purt of the Medieval Germany. He was the first militant Protestnnt and 
pr➔ ved the w&.y for Luther. His reli6icus fight wus closely cc.nn0cted with 
the social peasnnts• revolution. Huss was burned, the revoluti cnury 
peasants defeated. Then came Luther who wus only successful bee use fter 
a few years of vigorous fichting f0r individual liberty of tho conscidnce, 
he allied himself with the young absolutism c; f the princes a.gains t the 
emperor , The masses of peasants, of the poor nobility and tho lower 
cl sses in the growing cities inspired by Luther c rried out r0v0lts and 
revcluti0ns for freedcm and they were again completely ddfoated. Ulrich 
Von Hutten , Florian Geyer, Goetz Von Berlichi1gon were dofonted leaders, 
There is o. va.st amount 'Jf' literature, unknown in this country abcut them; 
like Goethe's play on Goetz Von Berlichingen, Gvrhart HauptmEn's'~lcriun 
Geyer", and the Swiss, Conrnd Ferdinund M0yer 's "Ulrich Von Hutten." 

All these m: vernents were soci!\l and religicus in chv.ructer, o.s a matter of 
fuct, corresponding 0xuctly to the fight of hu.ilorous sects in the early 
history of this country, ~1c became so essential for the ccnsclidation cf 
our Dem"cracy. The fight in the cities of G1..1 rma.ny between the pri vilescd 
merchants a.nd a.rtisa.ns c.nd the journeymen is an0th0r lost struggle for 
liberty. 

Thomns Paine, Voltaire, the French Encyclopedists and Montesqui0u o.re well 
kncwn as moving forc0s in th.~ prq;ress cf liberty in the western world. 
Exo.ctly nt the so.r.ie time Gorman philosophers ,n writ0rs expressed the 
same ideas with which .the German intell<..ctual y ,uth for muny decades have 
been ed1cated , The fact thot th se ideas didn 't b0ccm0 potent in nermany 
i<> due tc his tcricul and social rcascns; that tht.,y wer e transferred tc the 
schocls of hiGher educ1..'l.ti 0n by bcvornrnnts whc didn 't practice them is a 
str11nge fact. But of course \:;'von the mor,:) re cticnary German a.bsol ute 
princes indulr,od in the spirit of the 18th Century as a privuts hobby und 
since a very thin layer of the population enjoyed higher education and by 
this token were assured of good state positions t.hene ides did not become 
dangerous to the rulers. The masses in Germany were not mobilized until 
Marxism became the competitive and opposin6 ideology in Germany for them, 
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I 
Religious and r1.1cial tolerance was never better expressed than in LeEjsing's 
"Na.than Der Weise" dedicated to Lessing's close friend Moses Mendelsphn. 
Until Hitler came into power the ideas Lessing expressed were taught in 
school though not practiced. Kant, of course, in his treatise of eternal 
peace and in his ethics gives us the complete philosophical foundation of 
human rights and the freedom of the individual. I think it would be quite 
possible to prove that what Kant demanded from individuals and nations 
Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln put into practice. In Germany the ideas 
were formulated, the revolution for liberty took place only in the minds of 
men because the state pressure was too strong for effective action. 

Schiller in "Don Carlos"' and much more strongly in his "Letters on Don Carlos" 
gives us the perfect blueprint of a state of freedom and justice. 

The fight for liberty against Napoleon was perverted in Germany into narrow 
nationalism. Nevertheless there were brilliant men in government like 
Stein and Hardenberg in Prussia. (neither of whom was Prussian by birth) and 
the students in the university who conceived of a better and freer world. 
Many of' these students and writers had to escape to the u. s. after Metter
nich twisted the struggle for freedom into one of the most reactionary 
periods in Europe. 

These young men of 1813 who stayed in Germany und remuined loyal to the ideu 
of freedom, becnme the leaders of the 1848 revolution which again was de
feated mainly by Bismarck, Age.in many of the fighters became refugees in 
this country, for example , Karl Schurz. 

I think that Karl Schurz is an excellent example of the true German spirit 
and of what Germans can do and probably will do if their longing for liberty 
can be activated . They differ in absolutely no way from the best fight ors 
for liberty of other nationalities except that they never were successful in 
their own country. Germany never experienced liberty in action. 

Although progressive Germans after 1918 believed that they could finally 
build Democracy, I think none of them knew what democracy in action meant 
because there wa s no experience in individual initiative a.nd in the broad 
atmosphere of tolerance which is necessary to make democracy work, and which 
can only be acquired by traditions, at least of one generation. 

Numerous new r ufugees who considered themselves fighters for liberty will 
tell you that they obtained in this country a completely different attitude 
toward men and things, 

Coming into this country their intellectual attitude is unwavering for 
liberty, but their traditions under the Prussian utmospher0 have thwarted 
their emotional and mental attitudes into cynical skepticism as soon as 
action is demanded. They do not beli0ve that anything can be done. A hard 
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and thorough self re-education to obtain faith in liberty is necessary in 
crder to adjust them. Many have gone through this re-education und have 
become Americans. 

The problem for constructive propaganda among the better part of the Germans 
is to give them ccnfidence in the good traditions of their own people, tra
ditions which have to be put forward again to them ~nd to the American people 
in order that the Germans will not be forced into a fatal cynical and 
defeatist position. I mentioned npove the highlights of the real German 
spirit and their classical expressions but there ure quite a few gems on a 
more popular level which could be used effectively on tho radio. 'rher-o are 
poems which children learned for decades in German schools dealing with 
America, poems which prove that Germans looking nt the America of 80 years 
ago, were deeply concerned with the shortcomings here. For example; the 
quite sentimental poem of Freilighart, cne of the r efu£ees of 1848, deals 
with the negro problem, another of Seumor with the noble Indians. I have 
read these poems to American audiences and they were deeply moved. 

A few years ago I f0und in tho Harlem library a German treatise on slavery 
written by a. Professor of the University of G~?cttingen about 1780. 

The intention of this long memoranda is; w,:mld it not be possible to do on 
the air for North a~d South America a radi c program preferably in both 
languages (German ~nd English) to strengthen the belief of the Germans in 
this hemisphe re in themselves and demccracy by teachins thorn thut democratic 
ideals are~ part cf their best traditi0ns, nnd also t ~ mnke known to / 
Americans that there is another Germany. -----

MH:eb 

Sinc erely yours, 

Grace E. Meyette 
Maria Halbarstadt 
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The League for Human Rights 
508 Ninth Chester Bldg. 

Cleveland, Ohio 
PRospect 5730 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 
The Temple 

October 9, 1940 

East 105th Street and Ansel Road 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Grace and I have worked out the enclosed proposal 
for a broadcast. 

I received a letter from Prof. Franz Oppenheimer 
who sends you his kind regard. 

lli:eb 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

ft///~ /-~t ~ 
W.aria Halberstadt1 
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The League for Human Rights 
508 Ninth Chester Bldg. 
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October 19, 1940 

Members of the Committee of Fifteen: 

There will be a Committee Meeting on 

Friday, October 25, 1940 in the 

Tavern Room (Second Floor) of the 

Hotel Statler at 12:15 P.M. 

This meeting is a very important one, 

and it is essential that all members 

be present. 

Sincerely yours, 

IH:en 
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~ove r 1., 1 40 

Rabbi Abb Hillel ~ilver , 
le effi le,~ . 115th End nsel d. 

Cleveland, uhio. 

y deer Abb··: 

ollo in_ is t he q otation Ir ferred to in 
our telenhone conversrtion t nis rnorninj.1'. I 1- from 
11 .ne as ion 1 y of Uber:mnner -=- u 11 by Janet B. .• ift., 
nae 143-144: uolished in 190 by Flemi.nr H. Ievell Co . 

_,. : en 

11 ~~enn h il';:;, nlans ere develoning in .America. .e.1 
end omen of means an ~tlnd'n.cr -- financi....,rs, 
actors , artist, ut1or, social le rs -- who h· 
been stirred to tieir he rts 1 dGpths J t .e P&ssion 
Pl · y , t.,. e rer.. . .J to 1· t elr nc. es u ed as snon ... or 
o t : dt-,rt·~ ~1 , • nd to under rite , if nece s, ry, 
tee· en e involved in carryi it out . n 
itinerary n ... - rr n ed ~na rece tion corru ttees were 
or, anizerl in t .. e citie it v•os nro 02,ed to visit . 

11 .1.:he mtion[;..l c ... airrru.n o .. .' t e c0-rimittee --s 'eorge 
·ordon ..., ttle: , of ,. e York; d th overnor Alf re c. E . 

~ni~1 a~ hono~r r , ch~ r~ forte ~tate of e io~ 
JoL ~. yland l·onor ry c,1, il....,, n ~f t"l--ie _ t; York i ty 
com.'11ittec ; Addi on Van •• e , trec..surer ; ..:.lmore 
Lef1in~ ell , secret~ry; Lud i~ .i -en , c irm~ of 
the execu tive com it ee . .1:~· tionrl ly ~no ·n n· me~ ere 
included i th~ list of eryon,ors, tho Pe of ,rton 

1 olmc;S, ir· nk D . . a term n, Royrl ;:) . 0 el· n , l o A. 
H~rriman, van line >ot , }re . G tzon Sor~lu , Jan 

o 1 , '- innie .1ad "ern Fi ke , I d rbell , re ... bi--hon 
11 delein , l: abbi A. ilver, • sLo 1. . • Leon rd , 
... fo ton . . B ker, :Lnry rner B· iley , l uclge lorence ..., . 
Alltm, Lor do at , J ne Addams , an m ny ot:rers . 11 
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1llel Silver, 
e ·e le, •· 105th and n 1 

Clev L,.nd, Ohio . 
• 

q de r bb : 

ollowin is t e ot tion I referred. to 1n 
our tele hone convers tion t hi orn ng. It 1 from 
"The P ion Pl or Obe~ er _au,. by Janet H. ' • 1ft., 
age l 144: ubli bed in 19~ b7 1 1 R. ev 11 Co. 

:en 

.. h11, pl were in Amerie . 'en 
omen of man an -- financier, 

actors, rti ts, au r 1 le rs -- who h 
been tirred t.o tl eir h th by t .e P s 10n 
Pl , w r e re~ y to h e n au ed • a on ors 
oft e undcrt ci • and to un erwrite, 1.! nece ry , 
the expen e involved inc rryi it out. n 
itinerary w· arr e nd ception co ittee wer 
or anized in the cities it ro o ed to vi lt. 

"1he n tional c. 1 n oft e ·c mn1ttee Geor>e 
Gordon ttl , of e York: with Governor Alf • 

i th a honour r ch 1 for t t ork; 
John . yland honor ry c' an f the Tirk ity 
comn1ttee; A di on V n Tine, tre urer; 1 ore 
Leff1n ell, ecret·ry; Lu w 1 sen, chi n of 
the executiv com ittee. • tion 1 y kno names ere 
includ din the list o! on or, tho f rton 
olmea, ran . tenn n, oy l . Conel n , • • 

H rri n, 1 v eline oot, . utzon Borglum, Jane 
Co 1, innie d rn 1s e, Tarbe 1, Archbi ho 

dele1n, Babbi A.H. Silver, is o . A. Leo rd, 
ewton . 'Baker, A nry Turner lley, Ju e orence E. 

Allen, Lor o Taft, J e A dam , and many ot era . 11 

lncerel7 your , 

e7ett.e 
11 d 1n 1 • o . 



Rabbi A.H. Silver 
2 East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Jly dear Abbas 

November 29, 1940 

I arn very disturbed over an article in "Social Justice." 
I refer to the ato17 on Page 8 on Lion Feuchtwanter. Father 
Cou,hlin is correct in this instance and he could only have 
received this information from someone cocpletely in the 
know in the refugee groups, as Feuohtwanger's activities 
have received no publicity whatever in this country. You 
will note the way Coughlin uses the material. 

Today, I am forwarding to th American Jewish Committee and 
the Anti-Defamation Leatue whatever information I have on 
Feuchtwanger and recommending that they advise Feuchtwanger 
to retire from public life and continue with his literary 
interestsJ as he is no aa et to the Palestinian or Refugee 
cause. I am sending you this notation for your information 
and to report what I have done on the matter. 

I also want to call your attention to an article in the cur
rent issue of "Reader's Digest", on Page 70, which requires 
some action also. I have brought this to the attention ot 
the two national organizations mentioned, as I think it re
quires the kind of national action which they are prepared 
to take if they will. 

Sincerely yours, 

Grace E. Meyette 

OEM/eb 
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DIRE TOR 

,.u 'E J~. :\tEYETTE 
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R bbi 
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o retir ron p 1hlic life and ontinue ·Ii h his li e 
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the on ion 1 org niza ·ens mentione, 
quires t e kind of n ional ction wr.i h 
to • '•e if' he,r will . 

C'./eh 

rt·cle in he cur-
70 , .i h oquir s 

he a ention of 
s I th.:.nk it re 
ey are pre a.red 



. . . .. 
Anti- Defamation Leo -.,ue 

1.30 • • iells St . 

Rabbi Abb~ Hillel ilver , 
ihe emple, E. lObth rnd Ansel, 
Cleve l and, vh io . 

Dec, r Friend Abba : 

Chic .o-o 

ecember 12 , 1940 

I h ve just rec eived some disconcerting inf ormation conc ern nf· h ich you 'nay be 
somewha t ,dvised . 1e have r,.;. t r er Au t hentic advices thc t ne edi tton of t he 
"Protocols" is bout to be -published , ~nd distribu ted fro m ,lev el .... n d. Ou r old 
friend , Louis K. Birinyi , is upJc ren tly de~Pl y interested in t h is enter pri s e . It 
is intended thi t con i es of t h isnew edition s1Pl l be sent to ev er y of fic er in t t e 
United Ste tes Army . .e a r e told t hc.t en endors e"Ilen t by 'f.:enry Ford ill a oe~r on 
the inside cov er , and al so II HP.'I A .:, ~;.._ 1Ht.'S ... ,T BY RABB I A:B'B.A RILL'El ~ILV7R OF ..1LY E 
,ILL Al ~O P.f E.AR L.{ ir r.., .i. .... . EDI I _:1 . 11 

Birinyi sho ed ou r info r :nant conf i dentia l corres-pondence f rom Hi t ler and Yussol i ni. 
' e learned , lik e i s e, t'te t he is still active i t h h • s Hun~a r ct 4.n or ~ .niz tion wh i h 
is ttem~ting to f u rt ner t he Fa sc ist caus e . 

1here a r c , of cou rse, one 01· t v,o pspect s of t h i s advice which do not dd uu . h ere 
have b~en ef1 ort - ma de by t h e Ford or 0 ·&nizc- tion to indica te good will towarc1 t he 
Jewish neople . Th e prof ers hc:..ve no t be en of a ch .... r acter ,".f:iic~1 to my mind revea l , ny 
gre t enthusia sm, and it w:-~s probabl y more of an economic stim1.1lus than a morr l one 
Thich li~s oeh ind t Le~ e tenta tive proff ers. At t .e same time, it strike s me t h,~ t . r . 
B'ord ,voul d not pers on,:, l ly consent to any endorsem n t of h is being uubl ished in t h e 
"Protocols" "'nd yet t be rn rn te is ~n 1.,nnredict, rJ l p.srbo· . It m~:v be t , t · n the 
mind of r. Birinyi ~nr ~i s ~ssoci~tes, t he s ~ of - n ol d Ford strteMent n re t he 
"Protocols" is contemplated . b'uch a f ormer s tr•ternent may not have been copyr .;,•hte , 
in which event t t ey could construe t h is f eet in favor of t heir u til · z ton mf it . 

I t .::)::e it t h'" t ou r s t- tement m,y 1. ve been excer-o tea fro'TI one of J our wr t t·n~s, or 
one of your ddres ses . Its use will, of course, be subtle, nd Vr:; r y li ,<ely ·ntend Pd 
as a l a t er def ense in t he event of need , to enable t he•·1 to noi:it 01J t t hc t t he ··:n· i11t in ("J' 
of the 11Prot cols, 11 ~h ich to t h em uuec led s a v er y stri'{' ine; c.nd i rnnortr nt document, 
they 1 av been suff iciently f ir to publish t he fc ct t ho t t h e "Pr otocols 11 ,- s ~ 

f.or gery . They, in t u rn, a s we under~ten ' it, intended th en to de-nonstr te t h · t if 1 ou 
are correct, s may ,, .. ell be, t he fc1c t t he t .y ou pronounc ed t hi s a for uery ure .... u'"ooses 
t hcj t t here L S n orig inr l. Th is, of course, ou l c sound Pl ausible . 

I write you now not to h ve you do any t h in .. ..,_, a · ou t • t, bu t to let 'ne :::110·1 'll h ether you 
have ny infor m tion t c1 ll, even by ,-,y of r umor, concer nin.i; t is . You rriay be assu red 
tha t t h e nroper o_fi c i el s c:re "' l re,ay " .vised conc ern i·:12: t r, · s , ~n jlist P S soon t4 s the 
inforrm=i tion is quite comul e te, ade ,ua te act ion ill be t •·' ~e ri . 

Ve ry c or di l l y , 

R ch r E. Gust d 



Dec bar 16, 1 • 0 

l r s Orce a79\I• 
I, e tor Ballan &p..h'• 
Ch st r- lnth lblldlne 
Cleveland, Ohio 

dear Grcoet 

I rer.e1vod the encloaed latter ~rom Mr. 
Guts • Can ~u et add1 ,1onal 1 tomation 

• • 

S: .u 
c. 

11 • \ter! Pleaee ntul'ft \he lelt r to 

1th beet wieh1-e, I reMin 

Y rr co r ially 7our , 
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Cleveland, Ohio 
,57 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, .Ansel Road & E. 105th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Abba: 

January 11, 1941 

DIRECTOH 

G RACE E. M E YETTE 

I have been meaning for some days to advise you of the .American 
Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born, 901 Public Square 
Building, which is being organized in Cleveland under the 
leadership of Mrs. Minnie Golden. ,,,,,,--
You ~ be informed of this organization and may be approached 
for moral and financial sup-port. My advice is thumbs down. If 
you need for any reason more complete informa tion, of course I 
will be glad to provide it. I merely issue this as a warning. 

We were quite right, evidently, about the American Rescue Ship 
Mission which has been exposed during the last two d.ajrs in the 
New York Times. 

GEM:en 

$~ 

/4,race E. Meyette 



BY-LA'·VS ADOPTED BY LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ON FEBRUARY 11, 1941 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. The Board of Directors shall consist of not fewer than fif
teen nor more than twenty-four persons. 

2. The Board of Directors shall elect its successors. 

J. For the year 1941, one-half of the membership of the Board 
of Directors shall be elected for terms of one year, and one
half of the Board shall be elected for terms of two years. 
Thereafter, their successors shall be elected for two year 
terms, providing for the annual election of one-half of the 
Board. 

4. Members of the Board who fail to attend three consecutive 
meetings of the Board of Directors shall be automatically 
dropped from the Board, unless the Board shall deem the 
cause of such absence necessary and proper. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

1. The President shall annually appoint an Executive Committee 
of five persons from the membership of the Board of Directors. 

2. The Executive Committee shall choose a Chairman to preside 
over its meetings and act for the President in the latter's 
absence or temporary inability to serve. 

J. The Executive Committee shall exercise such powers as may be 
vested in it by the Board of Directors. Except for emergen
cies and specific authorization, its action shall be subject 
to the approval of the Board of Directors. 
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The League for Human Rights 
508 Ninth Chester Bldg. 

Cleveland, Ohio 

February 13, 1941 

TO THE COMMITTEE OF FIFTEEN 

I wish to advise you that in accordance with 

the instructions of the Committee at their 

meeting held February 11, 1941, that the fol

lowing people have been appointed to the 

Executive Committee: 

M. E, Glass 
Daniel Sherby 
Leo w. Neumark 
H. Jack Lang 
Irving Hexter 

Sincerely yours, 

Irving B. Hexter 

DIRECTOR 
GHACE E. MEYETTE 
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The League for Human Rights 
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Cleveland, Ohio 
,57 

February 13, 1941 

BOYCOTT NOTICEt 

DJRt; TOR 

GHACE E. MEYETTE 

.111e League for Human Rights is pleased to 

announce that the name of the Turner Type Founders 

Company has been removed from the list. 

This company has demonstrated to our 

satisfaction that they do not promote Dauer Typo 

and have reduced this merchandise to the actual 

minimum required by former contracts. 

You can assist in maintaining this position 

by urging printors not to use or order Bauer Type. 



HUN.AN RIGH 6 

BLr E1I· -
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THE LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

BUDGET REP RT 

1941 

(as submitted to the Jewish Welfare 
Federation: February 20, 1941) 



• 

• 

In presenting the bu et for the League for Human Rights for 1941, we are 

of the opinion that there should be a short consideration of some of the basic 

problems involved in the operation of this group as a defense organization. 

It is obvious even to people only remotely connected ~ith this probla~ th t 

part of the original job for which this organization was brought into being -- to 

boycott German merchandise -- has been reduced almost to a minimum by reason of 

the blockade and general American antipathy to Germany and German-made merchandise. 

There 1s, however, some merchandise coming in which requires some atchfulness, but 

that occupies a minor part of our attention. 

However, the work of the third part of our original purpose -- "to assist in 

exposing the activities of the azis, and of their Propaganda Agents, in Free 

America" -- has not been diminished. In many ays it has been incre sed for the 

reason that even though there is strong anti-Hitler feeling exoressed on the lecture 

platforms, in the magazines and daily papers and on the radio, too many peo~le 

still fail to appreciate the full significance of the l'fazi ideology. This com

plicates our task and demands all the skill and experience that can be mobilized 

in this direction. 

In the last three or four years, the problem of combating anti-Semitism 

has occupied probably 90% of our attention. The com laxity of combating anti

Semitism and its connection with Nazi activities prevents the adoption of any 

definite pattern for this work. While it is true that the ederal Bureau of 

Investigation has stepped into a number of un-Americen activities, they cannot 

concern themselves with any such problems until they become definitely anti

governmental. However, before they enter this phase, they all go through an anti

Semitic phase. Money is raised, financial support is solicited on the basis of 

anti-Semitic representations. 

It is in this phase that the League has been most active. Because we are 

super-conscious of any anti-Semitic tendencies, we concern ourselves with such 

organizations lon before the engage the attention of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation. 
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This anti-Semitic work can be roughly broken down into two ~eneral classes. 

First, that part carried on by professional anti-Semitic rabble-rousers and th t 

acquiesced in by natural lay anti-Semites. 

The successful operations in the first category can only be done by a gr e t 

deal of work which must necessarily be highly secretive. The second phase must 

be done by highly constructive methods. 

We are fortunate in having been able to effect much good in both these grouus . 

The first by our work with t he Federal Bureau of Investigation; in the second 

group, by method which we have pursued in the past year which has been exceedin ly 

fruitful, but which at this particular point would be best not to discuss. We are 

constantly testing our own methods to determine whether we are follo ing the 

correct procedure. Certainly, there is no set of rules for this game, and conse

quently, we must maintain our-elves in a highly f luid, onnortu.nistic position. We 

cannot definitely say t hat ours is t he right method. But we can definitely say 

that in the City of Cleveland every possible method is nursued and every experiment 

tried in executi our purpose. e are convinced that th is acu te tchfulness has 

had its rewards. 

While other or~anizations eng ~e in ood ill and anti-defamation work among 

t heir other activities, no other organization is exclusively devoted to such work , 

and no other has an experience staff and office fully engaged in the problem. 

An accomplishment not inconsequential this year is that we have been more active 

and more successful than ever in gaining and holding the good will of the other 

organizations in the city so that more than ever, the Lea~ e has become the single 

instrument through which all these or anizations can clear their various anti

Semitic problems. 

e, in this work, are firmly of the belief that without the renressive effort 

of the League, the situation would be worse than we find it at the nresent time • 

• 



• 
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To small attention is paid to the question of public relations. And hile the 

work of the Conterence of Jews nd Christi ns has been helpful, it has been more 

in the open and has been a public manifestation; whereas, our work has been 

unseen and unheralded, but none the less ef1ective. e have found ourselves 

able in a number of situations to correct at their inciuiency several thing 

which had they progressed to their fruition, would hBve reacted badly on the 

entire Jewish community. This is 11, in our opinton, ~art of the defense work. 

We find that number of smaller cities have been spendin a grea t deal 

more for defense ork than our estimated bud~et calls for. As an example, in 

spite of larger donations tote American Jewish Committee, anti-Defamation 

League and American Jewish Congress which Cincinnati make, they s~ent even more 

on their local defenses, 1th the community half the size of Cleveland, than we 

have spent. Unfortunately, much of our .money is spent in ays which never see 

the light of day, but the Welfare Fund can be ssured tna t because of the work 

of a t horo J~hly con cientious Board of Directors t hat t here has been no ~oney 

missnent • 



• 
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THE L 
BUDGET JQR 1941 

1. Bank nice Char• 

2. Articl • & Pamphlet for Dlatributlon 

3. actual •• ch Other pecial ProJecta 

4. Public tiona imeo a bed ere 

5. e to Houae i1trlbutlon D llTe17 

6. Lecture• 

7. alatenanc• Rent 

8. l1cellaneoua (Ice, ter, Towela) 

9. Gae 1 Of lee en•• 

10. -··-lr1 on qutpnen, & Upkeep 

11. Ottlce Suppli•• & •• qui en\ 

12. Poata • 

13. Prlntl d t tione17 

14. 

16. 

18. 

17. 

18. 

20. 

ari •• rec\or and Staff 

ecial InTeatl tion 

bacri tion1 and •• 

elephone T le r ph 

en•• 

Tu ( 
( 

S . Un 1. C p.) 
.AIJ,_

11 Comp. to at \ 1 l) 

ation 

21. Promotion 

22. Adyer \11 

23. Bo7cott Act1Tlt1•• 

1 .oo 

800.00 

3>0.00 

S>0.00 

100.00 

roo.oo 

1000.00 

Sl.00 

126.0 

200.00 

.oo 

eoo. 
B) .oo 

9340.00 

~oo.oo 
fl)() .oo 

&>0.00 

200.00 

400.00 

400.00 

m.oo 
2?50.00 

400.00 

28, 3 .oo 
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DETAILED EXPLA1A'IIO • OF BUDGET 

In the budftet nresented herewith, there are certa n items whioh c feel 

should be clarified, inasmuch as t he titles are not f ully explanatory. e have 

numbered the various items on the bud;set wnich we wish to exolain. 

Item 12 - Articles and Pamphlets for Distribution: 

his caption covers the purchase of material for dissemination to grou s 
whom we believe would not normally receive, see or learn about such material. 
In the past year the League has sent out or caused to be distributed 524 ,700 
purchased and free pieces of this type of material. 

Through collaboration with such national organizations as the American 
Jewish Committee and several prominent uublishing houses, we have been able to 
effect considerable savings in our purchasing o these uampblets, and consequ ently 
the amount herein asked represents very small investment considering the scope 
of our distribution. The League along with the Anti-Defamation League and the 
American Jewish Committee recomrr:end this method of work very highly, therefore we 
feel this item of expense should be increased to make it possible to distribute 
more of this type of material. 

Item t3 - Factual Research and Other Spec al Projects: 

While this 1s a rather ambiguous title, there has never been a year in 
the history of the Lea e that some special roject has not arisen. As an exam~le 
of this type of work, we cite the following : Through various connections we were 
able to obtain the complete mailing list in the city of Cleveland of the German 
Libr ry of Inform tion. Every name on this list is receiving the German ~rona
ganda piece entitled "Facts in Review". e have been analysing each issue of 
"Facts in Review" and sending out rebuttal statements to this 11st. This is but 
one of the many things we could cite, but for this purpose we think this examnle 
will suffice to explain th s title. 

Item #6 - Lectures: 

We spent very little money for t his type of thing during the past year, 
because a foreshortened bud et warranted no extensive activities in this depart
ment. It is noted that $90.00 was spent. This was spent to brin here a 
certain refugee lady, who, when she arrived, addre sed five or six groups on 
the actual conditions in Germany and in occupied and unoccuuied France with 
telling ef ect. Her demonstr&tion of the tact that the refu0 ee problem was not 
necessarily a Jewish problem but also a very important Chris tian problem uncovered, 
and we feel eradicated several bad source of anti- emitism, because we feel that 
the princ ples of anti-Semitism at the present time in certain middle income 
groups were normally not ef1ected by emotional appeal or the usual propaganda put 
out by various u.n-American groups. 

\e would like to do more of this and, consequently h ve raised our 
requested amount considerably. 
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Unque~tionably t he mos t i portant ork th~t the League hs s done in the 
pat to ye~rs has been in t he inveQti6 a tion field. It has uncovered an untold 
amount of subversive and anti-Semitic activity. It is in th is field th t we 
obtain our informat ion which we supnly to the Federal Bu reau of Investi~ation, 
and it is UJOn t hese inv estiga tions that re base all of our work, because when
ever one of these investi6 ations reveals a particularly bad spot, e intensify 
ouf eftorts in tha t direction. 

~e have been gr eatly handicapped by 1 ck of funds to carry out adequate 
investi 0 ation in this field, and e particularly tress the necessity for t~e 
amount hich ·e request, so that e can ext end t he scope of this absolutely 
essential part of our work. The entire Jewish community must be more concerned 
with this particula r phase of our work t h n any otner work we do. 

Item #20 - Education: 

During the past year we entered the project of workin • with Parent
Teochers 1 groups, ~ettlements, YMCA, Y.CA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scout and ot er 
groups of t h is kind. This ork hr s been very successful and has provided very 
tan ible result~. 

In none of the rest of the items have imnortant increases been asked. 
The increases that we have requested are nom n 1 and those which we nee for 
taking care of the ever increasing tide of work wr ich comes into our or ice. 

when it is considered that t he number of anti- ~emitic organizations have 
more th n doubled in the past year, it may be understood how rrru.ch more volumin
ous our work has become. 

The chairman of the Leugue has visited a number of other cities and 
investi~ated the operat ions of t he or5anizations in these cities which compare 
to the League for Human Righ ts. In every case we are proud to state that the 
scope of the Clevel and work i mu.ch more far r each'ng and costs very much less 
than that found in other c i ties . 
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February 21, 17 41 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Tenple, 
E. 105th Street and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Raobi Silver: 

DIRECTOH 

GRACE E. MEYETTE 

Soon you will be considering the budget of the various 
constituent organizations of the Jewish ~rvelfare Federation . 

Unlike most organizations, we cannot talk too much about 
the work that the League for Human Rights does. ·:e have 
filed our budget application and have attached to it a rather 
lengthy pre-amble and herewith attach it, so that you can 
read it at your leisure in order to know more a~out the work 
the League is doing and thus act upon the requested budfet 
with a foreknowledge of the facts. 

If you want any additional information , I will be very glad 
to have you call me , as I am always anxious to cooperate 
with you . 

Sincerely yours, 

Irving exter 
I H:en 



THE LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

In presenting the budget for the League for Human Rights for 1941, 

we are of the opinion that there should be a short consideration of some of 

the basic problems involved in the operation of this group as a defense 

organization. 

It is obvious even to people only remotely connected with this 

problem that part of the original job for which this organization was brought 

into being -- to boycott German merchandise -- has been reduced almost to a 

minimum by reason of the blookade and general American antipathy to Germany 

and German-made merchandise. There is, however, some merchandise coming in 

which requires some watchfulness, but that occupies a minor part of our 

attention. 

However, the work of the third part of our original purpose -- ''to 

assist in exposing the activities of the Nazis, and of their Propaganda Agents, 

in Free America"•• has not been diminished, In many ways it has been in

creased for the reason thnt even though there is strong anti-Hitler feeling 

expressed on the lecture platforms, in the magazines and daily papers and on 

the radio, too many people still fail to appreciate the full significance of 

the Nazi ideology. This complicates our task and demands all the skill and 

experience that can be mobilized in this direction. 

In the last three or four years, the problem of combating anti

Semitism has occupied probably 90% of our attention. The complexity of com

bating anti-Semitism and its connection with Nazi activities prevents the 

adoption of any definite pattern for this work. While it is true that the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation has stepped into a number of un-American 

activities, they cnnnot concern themselves with any such problems until they 

become definitely anti-goveri--unental. However, before they enter this phase, 



they all go through an anti-Semitic phase, Money is raised, financial support 

is solicited on the basis of anti-Semitic representations. 

It is in this phase that the League has been most active. Because we 

are super-conscious of ~ny anti-Semitic tendencies, we concern ourselves with 

such organizations long before they engag~ the attention of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation. 

This anti-Semitic work can be roughly broken down into two general 

classes. First, that part carried on by professional anti-Semitic rabble-rousers 

and that acquiesced in by natural lay anti-Semites, 

The successful operations in the first category can only be done by 

a great deal of work which must necessarily be highly secrotive. The second 

phase must be done by highly constructive methods. 

We are fortunate in having been able to effect much good in both theae 

groups. The first by our work with the Federal Bureau cf Investigation; in the 

second group, by a method which we have pursued in the past year which has been 

exceedingly fruitful, but which at this particular point would be best not to 

discuss. We are ccnstantly testing our own methods to determine whether we are 

following the correct procedure. Certainly, there is no set of rules for this 

game and consequently, we must maintain ourselves in a highly fluid, opportun

istic position. We cannot definitely say that ours is the right method. But 

we can definitely say that in the City of Cleveland every possible method is 

pursued and every exp~riment tried in executing our purpose. We are convinced 

that this acute watchfulness has had its rewards. 

While other organizations engage in good will and anti-defamation work 

among their other activities, no other organization is exclusively devoted to 

such work and no other has an experienced staff and office fully engaged in the 

problem. An accomplishment not inconsequential this year is that we have been 
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more active and more successful than ever in gaining and holding the good will 

of the other organizations in the city so that more than ever, the League has 

become the single instrument through which all these organizations can clear 

their various anti-Semitic problems. 

We, in this work, are firmly of the belief that without the repressive 

effect of the League, the situation would be worse than we find it at the present 

time. No small attention is paid to the question of public relations. And 

while the work of the Conference of Jews and Christians has been helpful, it has 

been more in the open and has been a public manifestation; whereas, our work has 

been unseen and unheralded, but none the less effective. We have found ourselves 

able in a number of situations to correct at their incipiency several things 

which had they progressed to their fruition would have reacted badly on the 

entire Jewish community. This is all, in our opinion, part of the defense work. 

We find that a number of smaller cities have been spending a great deal 

more for defense wo~k than our estimated budget calls for. As an example, in 

spite of larger donations to the American Jewish Committee, Anti-Defamation 

League and American Jewish Congress which Cincinnati makes, they spent even more 

on their local defenses, with the community half the size of Cleveland, than we 

have spent. Unfortunately, much of our money is spent in ways whioh never see 

the light of day, but the Welfare Fund can be assured that because of the work 

of a thoroughly conscientious Board of Directors that there has been no money 

misspent. 
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The League for Human Rights 
508 Ninth Chester Bldg. 

Cleveland, Ohio 
,57 

April 5, 1941 

TO PRESIDENTS OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONS 

I am writing this letter to you, because the League for Human Rights 
finds itself in an anomalous position in the community. I find that 
much confusion exists among the people interested in welfare matters 
in the community as to just what our scope is, where our duties begin 
and where they leave off. 

Unlike other agencies in this city that have been created by the Jew
ish Welfare Federation or the Community Council, ours is a rather 
difficult one to define. For instance, we know very well what the 
Jewish Vocational Service concentrates on. Their job is pretty clear 
cut. We know what the Refugee Service does, because their job is 
well defined. 

But the work of the League is different, and consequently I would like 
to make clear to various responsible members of the Federation just 
what I, as chairman of the League, consider our scope to be, and it 
is along these lines that we intend to continue until we officially 
are instructed to the contrary. 

First of all, one of our duties is the prosecution of the boycott of 
Nazi merchandise. I need not stress the fact that today this has 
become a minor problem because of the general world and war conditions. 
But growing out of this Nazi merchandise problem came a question of 
anti-Semitism. The question of anti-Semitism is a big one. It is im
possible of solution by any single spectacular act or any series of 
such. It is a question of consistently keeping at the problem on an 
opportunistic basis. 

The question of anti-Semitism is hydra-headed. There is a positive 
anti-Semitism and a passive anti-Semitism, both of which must be 
watched very carefully. There is the question of how much anti-Semitism 
is caused by non-Jews and how mueh is caused by Jews. There is tho 
question of how much of it is carried on by professional anti-Semites 
and how much of it is due to the inherent anti-Semitic predilections 
of non-Jews which they have gained through generations of bigoted 
education. 

Because this problem spreads itself "all over the lot." so to speak, 
our activities must do likewise. 



Are we a public relations agency? My answer is yes, when bad public 
relations might reflect on the Cleveland Jewish community. 

Are we an investigative agency? Definitely yes. 

Are we a propaganda agency? Yes, when suoh propaganda, pro or con, 
affects the Semitic problem. 

Should the League concern itself with Jewish behaviorism? My answer 
is yes, when the violation of good behavior endangers the Jewish 
community. 

In my opinion we are and should be to the Cleveland community and all 
of its constituent bodies what the national agencies are to their con
stituent bodies. Where the various cities channel all of their anti
Semitic troubles through various national agencies, so should the Cleve
land agencies channel their difficulties of the same nature through the 
League. 

The League is set up to do a highly effective job, but it can only do 
such job as the agencies permit it to do. This 100ans that by and large 
we can only fulfill our mission if the constituent agencies in the city 
will recognize and use our facilities. It has happened many times 
that individuals and/or organizations have taken independent actions 
in various matters when, if they had referred to the Lenguo, they could 
have used our files and information and receivod a good deal more in
formation upon which to act. 

When a business man is solicited for any special or new proposition, 
he usually calls the Better Business Bureau before making commitment. 
The League has fortified itself with a mass of information so that we 
may be able to act in a similar capacity for anyone who will take the 
trouble to call. We have no desire to usurp or encroach upon the 
duties of any other agency, but at the same time we know with a great 
deal or definiteness that no other agency is equipped to handle the 
various problems falling within the scope of anti-Semitism, public 
relations, anti-Nazi or boycott ns well as we can. 

Consequently, for the general good of the community, for the good of 
every organization in the community, it would appear that you as an 
individual and all organizations with which you are connected can 
serve the community best by taking advantage or the facilities offered 
by the League. 

I have tried in this letter to crystall~ze the scope of our activities, 
and I sincerely hope you will transmit them to any of the constituent 
agencies with which you are connected. 

Sin9,:0rely yours, 
// /') 
I !vi /'1 I 

L -< ;7_,,{)i-f/... --1 ,/ 
Irving B. HeX,-er 

I , 

C 



CLEVELAND BOYCOTr LIST 

Euclid Gift House• lo644 Euclid Avenue 

Ito's Japanese Store - Old Arcade 

Wessler Manufacturing Co. - 3171 w. 106 Street 

s. S. Kresge Company - All Stores 

Bauer Type Foundry - 235 s. 45th St., New York 

H.~ II Grinding Company - 2129 Ea,st 2nd Street 

Wichert Dental Supply Co. - 15017 Detroit Ave. 

Kathal Wales Gift Shop - 13225 Shaker Square 

Kraus Card Shop~ Euclid Arcade 

F. w. Woolworth Co. 51 & 10¢ Stores - All stores 

The League for Human Rights 
508 Chester Ninth Bldg. 

ClevelWld. Ohio 




