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A CHALLENGE TO MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING 

Cleveland, as a part of American Democracy, cannot 
achieve Democracy, unles her people see and under tand 
both the dangers that surround them and the rea ons for 
the existence of those danger . The League for Human 
Right believes that adequate and regular information on 
the ource of tho e danger , their free discu sion, and 
community action to eradicate them, will help to ustain 
the civic mind. 

In thi i ue we appeal to our \l hite citizen to examine 
their individual and group attitude toward egroe . 

ov. 1, 1944 
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"From the point of view of the merican ,reed the tatu accorded the . egro in merica 
repre ent nothing more and nothing le than a century-long lag of public moral . In principle 
the egro problem \\'a ettled long ago; in practic the elution i not effectuated ." 1 In the 
fir ti ue of This is leveland .. . , we tated : 

"Her (Cleveland' ) empha i on 
human relation had made h r 
one of the few large citie with no 
hi tory of race riot ... 

Today there are ahout 90,000 egroe in 
our city. Mo t of them, a indicated on th 
folio\\ ing map, live betwe n a t 9th and 
Ea t 55th treet , in !um which are more 
conge ted than an oth r di trict 
of the city. 

E (./C,,L IL> 

~ . 
~ 
L------1---------1 

egroe them el e a that "Cleveland i the be t city to I ive in." Cle eland ha a cit 
ordinance again t di crimination ; t egroe fill high po ition in ederal , tate and municipal 
office . The ma hop in the be t tore ; in tho e ection ~ h re the li e mixed ~ ith hite , 
no eriou ten ion ha e ari en ; the ame chool educate ~ hite and egro children. ith 
ome per istence egroe ma get hotel accommodation ; unmole ted, the frequent the down-

1 An American Dilemma unnar Myrdal Harper and Brother , Publishers, ew York Lond n. 1944. Page 24. 

I 

.. 



.. 

This is Cleveland ... Page] 

tO\\ n mo\'ie and thcatr ; th y go t c nccrt and meeting -. inc th man-p " r hortagc 
fir t ma le it elf f cit, \\ c have een th m heh ind ount r a ale p op! ; they operate treet- ar ; 
they are nur ancl tu I nt nur e ; in m h pita! , uch a Cit , an I Lal · i le [ I pita! , th , 
ar on the phy ician • ta ff ; a numb r of ho pita! take , groe a private patient . They att nd 
We tern R en·c niver it , Jevelancl .ollcg , [:-cnn , II ge, an I J hn Carr II niver ity . 
A Negro \\'a electe I h ad f th lini tcrial o iation. Becau f th fa,·orahlc conditi n 

xi ting in Clcvelancl, a gro manufa turer ,, h mploy \\ orker f h th ra • ha m ve I 
into the cit . ,I vcfand ne,, pap r , in rep rLing rimin logi al n w , I n t in Ii at the color 
of the criminal ; t om degree the arr ' feature t ric on >J gr c in Ci\ ic lif and in th 
arm . The cit ' admini tration , th chool , th \Olunteer organizati n ha\'' committee n 
rac relation ; th pr hi m vit I t int rracial relation ha , ·e hec me Lan lar I topic in II 
educational program of civi organization . 

Although\\' find communit good\\ ill in ur mid l , ,,e J not ah,ay r liz that Negroe 
belong to th old t tocl ' in thi nation . The fir t tw nt , la,· cam to \ ' irgini in 161 , one 
y ar before 10 I pilgrim land d at Pl mouth Rocle Let u not f rg t the e beginning of gro 

mcrican Hi tory. In le 65, all groc became itiz n , with th . ception of the few Briti h r 
who came to Cle land from th \Ve t Ind i . 

DEMOCRACY APPLIED 

At the mom nt ,, hen" c arc fighting a \Vorld \Var,, hich ha it only ju tification in th fact 
that it i a war to d troy the foe of Dcmocrncy ,, c ma ' ,, ell he concerned about th imper­
fection in our application of the principle of Iii rtv and equa lit y for all to ten per cent of our 
citizen . Cleveland i a "good" ity for 1"egroe : hut thi "good , .. measured again t the c 
principle , i till v r had. 

Except for the ,,·ar it e lf, there i no i uc th,H ha - created more di -cus ion or has re ulted in 
a greater torrent of literature than the Negro rrohlem . People have become \\'idc a ,, ake LO 

danger . Intellectually , th c problem of Democrac. ha,·e been clari11ed . Ju ta - mot of u , 
recognizing the hen fi ial ffect of , ·itamin, on our health , ne,· rthcle continue to in lulge in 
tarchy pa try and a meat , potato, and gra \'Y d ict , o ,, c hy a\\ ay from the healthy rrogram 

of race relation ,, hich \\ uld make our Democracy trong. 
tudie of meriean ~egroe arc tudic of th· dc,·elormcnt of our nation . The ho\\ our 

high a pirati n , hut the , how our fai lure c,·cn more . \\'henc,·er \\ c failed the \\ ccikc t crnd 
poorc t among u , ,, e failed th i egro mo t : whenever\\ c urrrc cd , \\ e uppre ed the , egro 
mo t . \Vhenever we hecame harharic and violent , we ,, ounded the Negro mo t ; ,, hencvcr we 
r f u cc.I the newcomer among u , \\ e rejected the ~cgro mo t ; \\ hencvcr w ' cxploitc I, we 
exr loited the . egro mo t. nd ycL it i hy the attiLUde of the American \Vhite toward the 
J\m rican Negro that \\e can mea ure the degree to,, hich Democracy c.1mong u ha been for­
,, a rel I or retarded . 

The ~egro differ from the foreign-horn ina much a hi life i the microco m of\\ h,1t w' 
call Amerieani m. In hi 79 ear of freedom he ha again and again repcate I the H ratio 

lg r tory . ;corg \: a hington Can· r , th int rnational cienti t , ,, a horn a lave . In 1 3 7, 
ur O\\ n city celebrat I "John P . Crccn Da ', .. to commemorate the 2nd hirthc.la • of John 

Creen , child of a lave, law yer , tate Repre cntativc an I .._ talc Senator from Cleveland. ivlan 
a 1 cgro lawyer, teacher or ocial \,·ork r in our cit had an illit rate moth r or grandmother 
who wa born in !aver and who continu cl to lave under freedom in ord r to giv to h r free 
children the education \\ hich might enahle them to compete with the he t in th nation . The 
Negro i the m t merican of all merican . 11 like to have a go cl tim ; he metim 
re ort to violence ,, hen he i pu hcd around ; he ma • look for ca ' mon y and he may work 
unh lie,·ably harc..l for an education , or to hu a home and a car . I le i a cru adcr for th' 
Am rican recd, for in thi Cr ed lie hi f uturc . I le ha n di,·idecl loyal tie , no OIJ .ountry. 

!aver · de tro ed hi trihal and family heritage . If po e nothing hut America and he 
i like an vii tcpmoth rt him, though he trivc to turn h r into a good moth r. He i the 
la t member in the ocial cale ; the 11r t in th 11ght again t privilege. Ther fore , it i he 
,, ho i the mo t cl m cratic among u . 



This is Cleveland ... Page 4 

In our first issue of This Is Cleveland ... , we said: 
"The United States is the only nation conceived and created in the image of equality and 

liberty and justice for all .. . Thus American nationalism implies loyalty to these principles . 
. . . Their realization in public life is the glory for which our nation strives. The historical 
past, the ethnic group to which any citizen, naturalized or native, belongs, is not what 
matters. The value of a citizen derives from his devotion to the principles of this Democracy 
. .. Before the law, a man's origins are irrelevant . Where he wants to go is the essential 
factor. It is important whether he becomes a member of the spiritual community which 
is America, and helps to build a future based on ideas and reason ... The American com­
munity is inclusive for all those holding the same convictions. A 'foreigner' in the true 
American sense, is a resident who excludes himself by hanging on in his mind and heart 
to the privileges of blood and history. " 
The egro is a member of this spiritual community. But how many Whites are? Certainly 

not those who refuse the egro physical membership in this spiritual community. The egro 
identifies himself with the Constitution, but the Whites do not identify him with the civic 
body, which should be the living expression of the Constitution . 

FREEDOM'S GROWTH IN OHIO 

In 1870 the territory today called Ohio had -1-5 ,000 white and 337 egro residents. When 
Ohio drafted her constitution in 1802, there was much discus ion as to whether or not Negroes 
should have equal rights. Some advocated it , others opposed it. The Western Reserve was 
settled by New England Puritans who brought with them their moral opposition to slavery and 
discrimination. The next group of settler was composed of Scotch-Irish , many of whom came 
from small farms in Virginia where they had failed to compete successfull y with the rich plant­
ers . They were against slavery for economic but not for moral reason . Both groups of settlers 
had an ally against slavery in the slave-holders of the adjoining outhern States. Big land-

• owners did not cherish the idea of indigo and tobacco plantations in the orth. These were 
crops which they be11eved could be profitably grown only with slave labor . So, through the 
coinciding interests of orthern abolitionists and Southern slave-holders, Ohio became a free 
state. However, egroes were excluded from voting and could not bring suit in Court against 
white persons. Although they were "favored "' by exemption from taxation and military duty, 
they were still obviou ly without true franchi e. 

By 1820 Ohio's population had grown to 576,000 Whites and 4,723 egroes. In 1870, there 
were 3,601 , 11 l Whites and 153 ,000 egroes , or a proportion of not quite 2 per cent . Cleveland 
in those early days was an unimportant town compared to Cincinnati , which in 1860 had 161 ,000 
residents compared to Cleveland's 43 ,000 . Cincinnati's Negro population increased rapidly in 
the first decades of the 19th century . Many runaway slaves sought refuge there . Yet "Ohio 
Black Laws" were ill-famed throughout the nation . o Negro could settle in Ohio unless 
they were able to produce a certificate of Freedom and could post a bond . There was not a 
single school provided for them. 

Abolitionists as well as free egroes would shelter and help runaway slaves . Southern Ohio 
was the natural bridgehead for the slave on their route to Canada, and Ohio was the main line 
of the Underground Railroad. There were many white and egro station masters . Prominent 
citizens, such as Edward Wade and Salmon Chase championed Negro Rights in Cleveland. 
One of the most famous of white station masters wa David Hudson , after whom our neighbor­
ing community of Hudson was named . Owen Brown, father of John Brown, lived in Ohio. 
Oberlin , Hudson , Huron , Vermilion , Lorain , Sandusky and Ashtabula were the border-gates 
opening into safe Canada . or was the number of laves slipped over the border small. One 
single egro station master helped more than a thousand toe cape. 

lowly Ohio became more friendly toward egroes. In 1 32, Cleveland opened its first school 
for egroes . The aying wa that no fugitive could be captured in Cleveland . In 1842, the 
Ohio legislature decided that persons with more than 50 per cent white blood would be con-
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idered \\'hite. In th pre idential campaign of l 4 , \Villiam H. eward urged I v lander 

"Reform our code, tend a cordial welcome t th fugitive "ho la , hi wear limh 
at our door." 

In that election o many fre - oil r an I ah litioni t were elected to th hi legi lature that 
the Black La\\' wer repeal L ince th n hio ha legal! uph Id qualit f r egroc , 
although unlike the ,v ... ngland tate and . C\\' Y rk , hio ha grcgatcd h I in om 
ection . 

GROWTH OF WHITE AND NEGRO POPULATION IN CLEVELAND 

1850-1940 
Per-

Year Total White Negro centage 
1 50 17,03-! 16,810 22-+ 1.3 
1910 560,663 552,215 t ' -+-+< 1. 5 
1920 796, ..J.l 762,3 0 3-1,451 4.3 
1930 9,732 27, 33 71, 7.Q 
19-W 77,921 7 3,417 (

1 4,504 .6 

ine and ix tenth p r nt i a Imo t th median p r cntagc of our , egro J OJ ulation in th 
nation . Cincinnati ha 12 per cent ; ,olumhu , 11 .7 ; Philadelphia , 12 ; L. oui , 13 .3 ; l<an a 

icy, 17 .3 ; Gar , Jncliana , I c .3 ; and \Va hington , 2c .2 per cent. 

Ahout 70,000 cgroe moved to Cleveland during the la t thirty yeur and joined the num­
ber of our latecomer . ,oming from the rural South , they feel a puzzled and a confu cd in 
the new environm nt a clo tho e from fore ign la nd . \\'hilc the pcrc ntage of cgroe in our 
population increa ed , th percentage of fore ign-horn d crea ed . Some of the e foreign-horn 
ha,·e emigrated , m,iny have died , and du to th immigration re triction , no n w influx ha 
taken place. Our cit i till growing, hut it gro,, th i through birth , and through immigration 
from our 0\\'n uth . White and ~egro , hut mo tly ~euroc , come here in the hope of a 
better life . om Lim the y ha,·c hccn lured into coming hy agent of m,rnufacturer in earch 
of labor . Th contrihuted to the indu trial c.lcvclopment of the cit _, hut \\ere not welcomed 
a J articipanl in it community life . \\,c mm.le omc effort in hchulf of our for ign-horn 
population . Th ir own organization and church , the lnternationcil In titute and the Citizen • 
Bureau provided for education and rrepared for citizen hip , for rccremion and for a congenial 
atmo phcre . 

During the pa L ten ·car , about 2,000 J cw \\ ho \\Cre rcf ug e from '.'-lazi per cution ha 
been integrated into Cl , ·eland . Thi integration came ahout through the mcticulou effort 
and preparation of th e tabli hcd J e\\ i h community of I 00,000 who\\ !corned them , provided 
for them, and felt re pon ihlc for each of the ne\\'com r . ,hurchc , communit ' organization , 
and the Go rnment , united in rdcr to condition the communit_' for th f ricndly reception of 
about 1 00 Japan e-American , ucceccl c1 in obviating man po iblc oh tac le \\ hich might 
have I cen contingent up n uch a reception . 

Much le communit effort ha hcen made on h half of the 40,000 cgroc who came here 
ince 1920, th ugh we knew in advanc that t n ion mu t inevitahl d clop . \J cannot very 

well hold our old lcveland Yankee egro re ron ihle. The were too few to cope with 
e,·eral tim their own number. In a lclition , the them elve were till n t full 1 accepted . 

They could hard! mak th newcom r feel at h m in a home which \\'a n t quit their 0\\ n . 

We fail cl in I 20 ; we failed again in I 42 . outhern White and Negr e I ourccl in a def en 
,, orker . Indu tr urg d them to come. The found good joh , hut fac cl orp iti n a citiz n . 
[ ropert owner in r id ntial ction ohjc tcd to cmcrgcnc h u ing for :---.:cgroc in their 
di trict . In-migrant . ' egroe had clifllcultic \\ ith the chooling of th ir chilclr n , and\\ ere n t 

a hie to find enough f acilitie for recreation . They had LO double up in th ir living quarter ; 
the felt all the evil re ult of crowded and inadequate home a \\ell a of undircct d r er ation . 
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In Detroit, ju t uch a ituation contributed to the riot . It is not too late to utilize our 
community experience in adju ting the problem of the egroe . Our foreign-born citizens 
frequently came from countrie where their accidental hi torical origin automatically had put 
them into a group which b e tabli hed law either is di criminated again t or practice di -
crimination. That i true for egroe and Whit from the outh . The outhern egro, like 
the foreign-born among u , frequently lacks education.1 In addition to thi , he i faced with a 
combination of new difficultie . For the fir t time, he i given political equality and i even 
granted a certain amount of ocial equalit . The place \\ hich the Whites expect him to take 
in Cleveland is not in tantly obviou and is not defined . In thi difficult ituation, urrounded 
by unknowns, he has to u e hi own judgment, and hi conf u ion i complicated and completed . 
In thi ituation of ambiguity and lack of under tanding, he i joined by the white immigrant 
from the outh , who e unf amiliarit with the orth' pattern add to hi own a well a to 
the general community conf u ion . 

There are no Jim row ign here, informing the cgro ne\\'comer where he may or ma 
not go . Theoretically, \ e permit him to go any place he likes . But there are public bathing 
place where egroes may not wim ; there are Y pool , where the are not admitted, or where 
they are admitted on! at special hour et a ide for their u e. ot all in titution , uch a 
orphanages and hospital , which are supported by the Welfare Fund, a public tru t , will accept 

egroe , and ome in titution and agencie erve l egroe a client but exclude them from 
their taff . 

egroe have been crowded into the "Colored Belt" ince living quarter were refu ed to 
them in other localitie . It i hard for a outhern egro who expects freedom in the orth , to 
understand that this freedom i re tricted to political rights but include ocial equality only 
to the extent that it is doled out to him bit by bit at the " him of indi vidual Whites . In the 

outh he know the law and the code. How can he ma ter the contradictory habits of the North? 

DISCRIMINATION IN THE NORTH 

Our egroe may vote , they may be elected for office , they may find ju tice in the courts, 
plead there a lawyers, or pas entence a judge . Politically the have found equality. a 
izeable voting group, they are cultivated by per ons running for office. In some section they 

may hold the balance of po\\'er in elections. Our Ohio r pre entative in Washington have 
upported political equality for egroe throughout the nation . They ca t their vote against 

the Poll Tax; Repre entative Bender pon ored th anti-Poll Tax bill in the Hou e ; our two 
enator voted for cloture in order to stop filibu tering of the outhern enators again t the 

anti-Poll Tax bill. 

Economically, Cleveland ha participated in the progre made again t job di crirnination . 
o unsolvable case ha ari en in controver ie about the employment and upgrading of qualified 
egroe . For permanency and improvement, we need the pa age of the bill for a Permanent 

Fair Employment PracLice Committee, drafted b ' enator Chavez. Thi bill ha had hearing , 
but ha been shelved until after the election . uch a bill wou ld put teeth into the temporary 
Pre ident's Committee for Fair Employment Practices. The Clev land Office of the Pre ident' 

ommittee ha been an effecti e watchdog against di crimination in emplo ment in our city. 
ince the Metropolitan ouncil for Fair Employment Practice , a voluntar committee of 

prominent citizen , back the admini trative Committee, thi office ha the support of true 
democratic action. ]though we mu t be prepared for increa ed di crimination in emplo ment, 
if and when employment hould decrea e, our present government, both partie , a well a 
labor and management, have promi ed to fight di crimination . 

Procedure for pre er ing the pre ent ituation have been e tabli hed , and laws for their 
af eguarding are before Cong re . On the national political cene, Clevelander who want to 

improve our Democracy have an ea path for action . The have onl to back the machiner 
1

1n 1930, of the population of the United tate 10 years old and older, 5.6 per c nt of the egro and 13 per cent of the foreign-born was 
illiterate. 
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no\\ ' exi ting and to demand further th pa age of the necc ary Im\ .1 The; leading gro 
organization Jo not call f r \'cry mu h more th m eh·e . They demand , 

1. Permanent Fair Employment Practice - Committee ; 
2. n nd to egregalion in the mmecl force :2 

3. The inclu ion of , egroe in the U. S. peace conference dckg;:1tion 
-1- . The recognition of China a ,.in equal partner,, ith the "Big Thre , .. in se ttling po -t,,·ar 

policy. 
The latter request indicate clear!_ · ho\\ clo ely connected our domestic rac, prohlcm i \\ ith 
our position a an effective or incffecti\'C leader in \\'Orld order . 

A real talemate anJ deplorable lack of direction exi t in the field of socii.il di crimination. 
Thi is es cntially a hcha,·ior prohlcm on the ic.le of the \\ 'hit a - indi,·idu .. tl or group hy \\ hich 
they expre denial of due re rect to a citizen hccau c of hi - darker kin . Such hehm ior rattern 
cannot be wiped out hy la\\' . They ,,ork in the realm of the mind and can he changed only 
hy a change of mind . The f1rst tcp \,·ould he the reali zat ion in head and heart that I y di -
crimination \\'C violate th c cnce of tho c declared principl s on ,,·hich our country wa 
founded , though we ma y break no acLUal la\\'. 

We do not have to repeat to our reader that eience hus not found a ·ingle biological fact 
which would e tahli h the uperiority of White over Ncgr c .3 Fortunc.1tely , I 1itlcr h·1 made 
talk about race upcriority o ohnoxi u that ther arc to la y f C\\' mcrican \\ ho openly dare 
to repeat uch non en . 1-lm,·e,·cr , that ha not helped much in Jccrea ing actu,.il di rimina­
tion . The crux of the matt r i that n hone t di cu ion n a raLional ha i cldom c n\'incc 
raci t . The fact about race arc taught in our high chool . J\t lea tin the North the principle 
of equality is accepted . 

In the September i ue of This ls leveland .. . , Th League for I luman Right anal zed the 
pre-Hitlerian charaeteri tic of adherance to the idea of equalit and lihert in teaching and in 
theory in Germany, at the am time that the ruling cla practiced uppre ion and livi ion 
of classes as a hangover from fcudali m . Our own American hangover from a slave e onomy 
ha remained an active power . Contempt for darker people ep into our min l from early 
childhood, and it general practice i mechanical that we become awar of it onl on special 
occasion . Whenever uch an occa ion ari c , our h tter knowledge i lef eate I hy a reaction 
which we can only call a taho reacti n . White American aJ pear to give their uhcon ciou 
consent to the belief that a cur c, ahout which they may not peak, hangs over our nation . 
The statement that " egroe are different ," imp lie more than the true tatemcnt that their 
kins are u ually darker than that of the majority. Light- kinned Negroe , who arc not "dif­

ferent," also know di crimination . Even tho c who ras a \: hitc and arc unrecognizahl a 
egroe by their appearance , would not he accepted among White if the latter realized their 

origin. 
About 20 ,000 egroe pa into the white world every ear in u clanc.le ' tine, a . Burckhardt 

DuBois, f amou egro writer, ay that egroe and White are cpan:ited h a gla plate 
which bar all communication . Pa ing from the egro world into the white world i one in­
vi ible break in that gla plate. 

The di crimination e erci ed again t • cgroe i identical " ith that brought to hear again t 
foreigner or again t an other out ic.ler . If the are denied certain job hecau c the ar not 
equipped for them, that i not di crimination. Di crimination tart when mcmh r of the 
dominant group, be the native-born , killed worker , gentile , men , or all \Vhite , exclude the 
weaker group from acquiring the neces ary kill becau e the con icier the le irable job a 
their own privileged domain . In our Cleveland chool , egroe ometime ha e been advi ed 
to discontinue training in technical high chool on the ground that they would not 11nd job 
available upon completion of their training. egroe who would like to become J ctor drop 
that plan becau e they know that on! a few intern hips in the whole nation arc available to 
them and that without that training the would he inferior doctor . ixty-cight intern hip for 

egroe " ere available in l 931 in the whole nited tate ; in 1939, there were I 6 , of which a 

few wer in Cleveland . 
1Anti-Poll Tax, Permanent Fair Employment Practices ommittee. 
2The Army order to stop discrimination in all camp facilitie i progress. 
3The Races of Mankind, Ruth Bcnecl i t and nc Wcltft h, Public Affair Pamphlet o. 5. 1943 Public Affairs 'ommittee, Inc., 

New York, . Y. 
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DEMOCRACY RETARDED 

Wherever non-di crimination and non- egregation become the accepted policy, as has been 
the case in government offices, in the Merchant Marine , in hou ing project in pringfield , 
Illinois, in ew York , Detroit, and Chicago, the re ult have been gratifying. Personal ex­
periences make u believe that with a little more initiative and courage, many white Cleve­
landers would be willing to give non-di crimination a trial. The pre ent ituation in Cleveland, 
a comparati ely good one, wa achieved through the continuou work of egroe and prominent 
white citizen \vho con i tently upported the demand of egroe . The war ha tirred emotion 
and has directed thought toward higher value in our nation. Man have rededicated them-
elves to the ideal of Democracy a the only table phi lo oph for relation between individual , 

group and nation . 1 he e emotion may be tronger than their taboo . But fear of the di -
approval of their n ighhor may be even tronger. 

Actually, \\'e often anticipate prejudice where it doe not exi t . To illustrate: In a Com­
mittee meeting on ome public affair , a young J egro girl had to deliver a me age and om 
explanation from her employer. he did extremely well and her poi e impre ed the people 
pre ent. fter the girl had left , a outherner bent over to a Clevelander who ha long been a 
fighter for i\Jegro right . Before he tarted to peak, th Clevelander prepared her elf for the 
punch she \\·ould deal out a oon a the outherner voiced her prejudice. The latter, however, 
went on , "That \\'a a lovely girl. How proud her mother will be ." uch preconceived u -
picion again t an incliv :dual who come from the outh give u a clue to the occasional 
di crimination ometime practiced by tho every one who fight prejudice. 1 t give us a clue, 
too , a to how much tronger than all our u picion mu t be the u picion of egroe again t 
all Whites . 

\Ve have recognized the foundation of the race prejudice in our country a a hi torical hang­
over fortified by a taboo . cience and democratic conviction have expo ed thi taboo . Raci t 
do not speak off act and conviction . The re ort to force a uppre or who lack good rea on 
alway will. In rd r to bl ck the de lopm nt of an unprejudic d at.titude fortified b truth, 
they uppre the teaching of truth . The Public Affair Pamphlet, Race of \fanlzind, wa 
withdrawn from the arm on the appeal of outhern enator . To what did the e Senator 
object ? The pamphlet print ome intelligence core , ba eel on J\EF Intelligence Te t , of 
oldier of the 11r t Worl I \Var . For example : 

Mis i ippi 
Kentuck 
Arkan a 

White Soldiers 
(Median Score) 

41.25 
41. 50 
-+ l . 5 5 

, e\ York 
lllinoi 
Ohio 

. orthern egroe cored higher than outhern \Vhite ! 

Negro Soldiers 
(Median Score) 

45 .02 
-1-7 .35 
49.5 

The rejection figure for ub- tandard intelligence in the present Ira ft reveal that for example, 
10. per cent of the \Vhite from ; orth Carolina , 10.4 per cent from Texa and 9. per cent from 

rkan a are ub tandard , with a till higher rej ction of , egroe , \: hile onl 2. per cent of 
the . egroe from , 1a achu ett are reject d , 2. p r cent from Illin i and 2.4 per cent from 
. e\, York . The average expenditure on education per child in rkan a i 37 .00, in ew 
York, ., 157.00 . 

Environment and la k f education rather than race produ c the tati tic \: hich eem to 
prove inheriteJ inf ri rit y. >Jeverthele , man y \Vhit , in tead of h lping to improve n iron­
ment, mak the mo t of trait due to d fective envir nment in order to u tain their own de ire 
to remain egr gated. 
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In a Ii cu ion ,,ith a group of ,,hite people \\ho \\Crc riou ly concern' I ,,ith their o,,n 
attitude of di crimination, the fol lo\\ ing ohjcctionahl charnctcri tic of , cgrocs \\ ere pre ent d : 

Kinky hair and thi k lit, . 
Of cour e, external appearance at once ,, a JiscmJcJ a~ unimportant. 

ggres ivene and ervility . 

Th two are mutual! • exclu i,·c ; I oth trait ,He found among all n.1cc~. If th · • ar m re 
prevalent among ~ groe , and they prohahl_- arc, the) arc 'tL ii • recognizable a · emotional 
reaction to a ho tile mmo rherc ,, hich i unfavorahl to the development of elf-control and 
poi e . 

Per onal filth and di ease. 

Thi i a gen ral afniction of extreme po,·erty and inferior cdu ·a tion , 'ind i~ uni,· ·r ally 
applicahlc. 

Lazines and inefficiency. 

The c arc the natural reaction to lack of appr ciation and lack of opportunit ·, augment d 
h poor nouri hmcnt and in ufGcicnt training . 

uper titian and religiou, emotionali m . 

ince the foundation of di crimination am ng \ hitc • i clearly ha ed on tahoo , it doc not 
become \Vhitc to hlamc I cgroc for hcing upcr tiliou . Education \\'ill remedy hoth . 
long a no world! , opportuniric arc op n to th c undcrpri,·ilcgcd , rcligiou cmotiomili m mu t 
he con idered a a c n oling e cape fr m mi cry and a giving up to Cod ,,·ho , more powcrf ul 
than the white man , ,, ill open a h avcn of happin anJ luxur y for hi poor' t childr n . 

J\ggre ivcne , crvilit , urcr tition , lazin , inef(icicncy , unrclic.tl,ilit ·, filthinc • , di ·ca , 
and criminality ar un le irable . Except in the ca e of uhnormal crnd perverted per on fall 
rac , they ar acquired through had rhy ical and mental nvir nment, ,.ind arc characteri tic 
of hoth rural and cit • lum . The majorit ' of our Negro population ha · hecn kept in uh-
tandard condition . Rather them hake our head pitying! ahout the infliction of the . groc , 

we hould he amazed at how many of them, in pitc of their background, have led deccnL and 
normal li\'c and arc ri ing materially and cu ltural! to and ahove the mericun tandard . 

The popular theory of cgro inferiority ha been de troycd graduully . There remain the 
tal oo, ,, hich can he conLJU red onl h the hone t~ of the \Vhitc and their ,, illingne to 
participate in interracial r lat ion . Only the America I ; ir t Part , ,, ho e leader , Ce raid L . I( . 

mith, pro,·c in thi rep ct that h i I litl er· little hroth r , ha come out hold I · ,,ith rropo al 
for the liquidation of 1 egroe either h • deportation to Africa or hy other mean . mith hows 
the ame contempt for the intelligence and good will of the merican people that l litl er ho,, cd 
in regard to th wor ld . 

SOLVING THE AMERICAN DILEMMA 

It hould be ca y for Cl vc land r t upport a ll bill which aim to,\ard political and conornic 
quality in th nati n . t pr cnt the e hill are rending in th I Jou c and cnatc: 

The Anti-Poll Tax Bill. 
The bill for a Permanent Fair Employment Practi e ommittee. 

The uprcm ourt deci ion and th acceptance f that dcci ion (in ome uth rn tat ) 
to grant egroe the right to vote in th D mocrati primaric , gi c omc hor that progr 
can he mc1de . \: e mu t go on . We mu t demand that the Re I Cro top the cparation of 
red t I I into~ hit and hlack hlood . Th re arc numerou white per on ,,ho hecau f thi 
non en \ ill not give blood or contribution to an ag nc which di criminate o flagrant! . 

\Ve hould a k for exp rimental unit of White and 1 egroe in the rm , mann d b 
volunteer . To a mall degree, hoth the /\rm and av have I ened their gr gation habit . 

fficer • training in the rm • a lway maintained mi cd training. The Pitt, burrh ouner 
reported the experimental organization of one mi ·ed unit of combat oldi r . 
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heer expedienc demand this change of polic . The United tate \: ill be one of the leading 
nations to which other will turn for coun el and for material help in building their Democracie . 
Many of the e nation , embracing the majority of mankind , are colored. Our outh American 
neighbor will watch u . China and India will he itate to trust our word unle s we pro e to 
them that the American Creed i not hypocri y. 

In a Democracy, law function only if the people I ack them and pre erve them. Therefore, 
expediency is not enough. We need a change of mind , an inner acceptanc of the i lea of equality 
and libert , for all , a redemption of White merica and her Creed . uch a change can be 
timulated but not enforced from the out id . The individual alone can fulfill it . In ome 

re pects that i fortunate , ince in thi \\'ay everyone can have an active part . White can 
participate b , changing their attitude and Ji carding their tahoo , egroe b becoming 
patient and le, vindictive. 

uch i the general ta k. In order to go beyond planning and di cu ion in our communit , 
we must invent opportunitie for exerci ing our good intention . In Cleveland , a "good" city, 
where certain preliminarie have been fulfilled , we mu t pioneer for till hetter way . The 
comparative moothne of minority relation in Cl veland eem to have cau ed u to relax 
and to remain more con ervative than other citie where ten ion and riot po ed the hard 
nece sity of effectuating improvement . Thu , Chicago and ew York chool have for­
warded plan at thi moment; Detroit, where the ituation " a o de perate, lead the field 
in improvement . There , the uperint ndent of choo!s has created an Administrati e 
Committee on I ntercultural and I mer-racial Education . 

The Cleveland chool y tern ha given attention to these ame que tion . The upervi or 
of the ocial tudie Department announced in eptember that the ocial tudic Department i 
engaged in making a urve of what Cleveland public chools are doing on the ubject of inter­
national relation , what other communitie are doing and what upplementar reading material 
hould be added to that which Cleveland chool already ha e. The Board of Education 

I roadcast have pro ided excellent program for the tudents . There have been free discus ion 
in chools . High chool student conducted a radio forum. However, Cleveland ha not et 
introduced the type of ocial tud material that Chicago, ew York , and Detroit are now u ing . 

Our school are not egregated . A mixed chool with a mixed f acuity i of cour e the very be t 
background for an active and constructiv merican education . Due to unofficial hou ing 
egregation , rather than to faulty chool admini tration, this favorahle ituation i not a trong 

a it once was . In 192-t the population in the "Colored Belt" wa 3-! per c nt nati e \: hite , 3 I 
per cent foreign-born \\'hite , and 3 5 per cent egro . About one hundred egro teacher taught 
throughout the city . Today, the "Colored Belt" i more than 90 per cent egro, an I o are the 
chools in that di trict. egro teacher ar more or le concentrated in the egro di trict . 

Our social agencies have tried to improve thi ituation , but D troit in tigated furth r 
mea ure . The Council of ocial Agencie of 1etropolitan Detroit ha adopted an Inter-Racial 
Code oppo ing egregation in the Council and recommending non- egregation in all memher 
agencie . "The Board i of the opinion that \\'here people of diff rent race live , work pla , 
or \\'Or hip together, connict i reduced ." I 

It mu t not be a urned that Cleveland· \Velfare Federation ha been idle, it ha publi hed 
an excellent tud of Clevelan l' Central Area .2 The next tep houlc..l be the elimination of 
segregation in ocial agencie , and thi proce ha in some in tance heen initiated during th 
pa t year . F r example , the Y . \V.C. ., Y . l.C . ., and Girl cout have e tabli hed mixed camp . 
The mo t progre ive in titution have been our ettlement hou e . The greate t infraction 
eem to be the exclu ion of egro children from orphanage and in titution whkh hou e and 

educate prohlem children an I tho e who come from hroken home . Th greater ratio of police 
record of i regro young ter a compared to that of\ hite i due partl y, a the\; el fare tud , 
tates2, to the fact that frequentl y \\'hite children can be taken out of the hand of the police 

and pared a court record hy proper in titutionalization or by placem nt in good fo ter home . 
Cle\·eland ha an of(icial over-all Counci I in th Racial Relation l::>anel of the Cl velan I 

ro t\\ ar Planning ,ouncil. Their rerort , rel a ed in Jun , ahly pointed out the two f undam ntal 

1 f nter-Racia l oJc of the ( ounc il of icinl J\gcn ics of M ctrop.1li t11 n D c..troit, 
2 l he entral rca i11 l ~ tudy, Re-. arch ommittee, Welfa re r:c<lcrut ion o f Clevel and, Jul y. 1944 . 
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joh \\ hich mu t he lone al once. They arc : en I di ·rimination in employment , and impro\' 
hou ing facilitie . The I anel al ·o recommended to the i\la. ·or the employment of an executi\·e 
e retary an l cJ taff to arry out th recommendation · of the panel. 

econd only to impro,·emelll in mplo ' IT\ ·nt , better hou ·ing is of the utrno ·t ncce, it~ . It 
would he far from right to ay thm Clc\·elc.Jnd hc1 done nothing in thi s direction . The Cle\·e­
lanci Church Federation l oillls out that a third of all public hou, ing \\ as incepted in the \.'cgr 
ection . 

Ho\\' ucce fut uch effort prm·c i hem n in the stud y of the Cle\ cl und \\ ' ·I fare Fcderati n. I 
uth\\'aite I lou ing Project i in the lum ·ection of the Blc1ck l)clt. Delinquency among 

children Ii ing in th hou ing project , ,, ith it nice apc1rtment '>, plc.1 yground~ and Communit y 
Center, i le than half that among tho e living in the lum next door ! 

It eem then , that ,l \·eland ha adnmce I to c1 point calling for , 1 hi g fornard tcp . . eg­
regation in hou ing i th crucial problem. 

The housing and chool iLUntion ·he)\\ an increc.1 c of gregati0n in Cl '\ 'eland . The hi­
racial elution of proportionate hare in appropriati n hut f ul I cgr gc1tion , u advocateJ in 
the outh , ha gained ground here . ,an equalit ' and lih rty for all he realized if hoth rac 
are equcllly but eparately con idercJ? Equal con ideration and CLJual ervi c cann t he guar­
anteed under egregation , incc egro arc a mall minority in mo t pun, of the country. Let 
u take the example of equal high chool education . With 500 \\ hitc an I SO I cgro tuJent 
to be served in a given di trict , it i ohviou that a more varied taff, hettcr building and 
laboratorie and more choice in th curriculum can be offered to 500 than to SO . mixed gr up 
of 550 can be educateJ \: ith ea e when th tandaru arc high . Thi mcJ nee itate two 
teachers and two room and fifty locker more . \i\'ith the he t of will, u high chool of SO pupil 
must remain a kelcton . 

The question of egregation i complex, incl ed . 
Where would segregation tart ? 'X 'ith economic segrep,ation ? An econom.) within our economy? 
egroes growing , producing , serving onl for one another ? f cour c, uch an it.lea d not exi t 

even in the outhern mind . The outh doe not car to lo e either the egro harecropper or 
the egro ervant . 

Shall u·e in titute thi egregation with political segregation ? A Xevo tale u•ithinour late, ll'ith 
a 'er, ro Parliament , a Negro police for ce? on n . 

egregation alway mean cultural egregation . Wh ? Becau e of a tahoo. Even if the 
in titution of uch egregation did not lead to in quality of benefit ,it would violate our concept 
of individual freedom . White and egroe who cho e to communicate with ne another would 
not have the freedom to do o . The tate would interfere unju ti with that realm of per onal 
!if e with which totalitariani m alone tamper . 

The life of Democracy i cooperation. To order ce ation of cooperation kill the pirit of 
Democracy. nder the Law, therefore , cooperation hould he protected. Wher ver public 
fund from taxation or mone from public tru t i u ed , it hould he u eel \ ith the provi ion 
that color cannot he a reason for exclu ion in an local it . Wherever taxation exi t for hou ing, 
wherever merchandi and ervice are put on our fr e market , color di tinction ma not 
exclude from bu ing and elling, and no pecial localit may be et a ide. 

The individual who want to retain egregation for him elf hould , of cour e, he free to do o. 
He must shoulder the burden , however . [ti romantic and entimental to think that in man 
the desire for isolation may not be tronger than community pirit . uch egregation, then , 
should be made di tinctl b the one who choo e it and hou\d not be impo e I on all. ot 
egregation , but egregation enforced from out ide i di crimination . The egregationi t ma 

form their clubs, they ma buy a tract of land and build a colon . But the then exclude them-
elve from such pecial democratic benefit a public chool , public tran portation, ommunit 

Fund grant and tax relief. Religiou , nationalit , profe ional , or ocial group de iring 
exclusivenes , are entitled to it . Tho e whom the exclude, ho\: ever, mu t not be forced to 
pa the price of thi exclu ion . The alone who e elude mu t ettle the account. nl then 
can we ay to the world that we American do not know men b their color, and that egroe 
are not denied any pri ilege granted to the re t of our citizen . 
1Thc Central Area iol Study, Research ommittce, Welfare f7cdcralion of lcvclond, Jul y. 1944. 
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The League for Human Rights 

Di seminates accurate information regarding 
the azi state toda . 
As i ts in expo ing the activitie of merican 
Fa ci ts. 
Helps to strengthen the democratic attitude 
in our community with particular empha i 
on "Freedom From Fear." 
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Reprinted From 
The Cleveland Press 

of Nov. 7, 1944 

Dilworth Lupton Says: 

To A. Lincoln, Esq: , 

DEAR MR. LINCOLN: When I heard Paul 
Robeson speak on Sunday afternoon at the 
reception given by the Ohio Citizens for 
Roosevelt, I couldn't help think how gratitled 
you would have been that the American 
Negroes, whom you freed, had been able to 
produce such a superb person. 

That city club audience would have been 
, unbelievable in your day, Mr. Lincoln, and 

perhaps even beyond your fondest hopes for 
democracy. Negro, oriental and white, Jew, 
Catholic and Protestant, foreign-born and 
American-born, of every class-all sitting to­
gether and listening with an intentness I have 
rarely felt in any throng. 

Once you get over your surprise at the ex­
traordinary size and perfect physique of this 
distinguished Negro, you are next conscious 
of his quiet dignity, the aristrocracy of his 
features, and that self-forgetfulness of the 
truly great. You can well imagine his speak• 
ing voice-soft and thoughtful, yet eloquent. 

* * • 
He spoke mainly to his own people in the 

audience. And he spoke to them as you would 
have done, Mr. Lincoln, from the deeps of his 
soul to the deeps of theirs. 

He praised them for their cultural gains, 
"greater advances than any other people had 
'made in a similar period of time." 

Then he warned them not to become over 
elated by the achievements of individual 
Negroes such as himself, or Marian Anderson 
(another singer) or Prof. Carver, the great 
Negro scientist. 

"Never be satisfied," he said solemnly, "until 
every child of our race and of every other 
minority group is given a home environment 
and an education that will enable him to 
show whether or not he is capable of doing 
what some of us luckier ones have done. So 
long as any Negro is degraded in a city slum 
or in a share-cropper farm, you and I are 
degraded too." You said something like that 
once, Mr. Lincoln, and so did Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

• • • 
Then he told us about singing Negro spirit­

uals at concerts in Europe and in Asia, and 
how he had discovered that wherever he went 
the songs of common men who had suffered 
were similar to the songs of his own people. 
"What struck me," he said, "is not that races 
and peoples are unlike, but that they are so 
much alike everywhere.'' 

"We are on the brink of a new era," he de• 
clared at the close. "All over the world men 
are beginning to realize that we are one 
people, whatever the color of our flesh. Un• 
less we in America soon destroy our silly 
superstitions about race, history will move 
ahead leaving us a mere eddy near the bank." 

Some Americans think that such talk stir1 
up rebellion. I wish they could have heard 
the reply you gave, Mr. Lincoln, when that • 
charge was leveled against you. "I am not 
preaching civil war. All I am trying to do 
-now, and as long as I live-ls to state and 
restate the fundamental virtues of our dem­
ocracy, which have made us great, and which 
can make us greater." 

Sometimes you must despair when you see 
how far we stray from your ideals of dem­
ocracy, Mr. Lincoln. That'• why I have writ­
ten )'OU this letter. 
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