*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series |: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated.
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated.

Reel Box Folder
47 17 1125

League for Religious Labor in Israel, 1950-1951.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



MISHKANOT HOUSING IM ISRAEL
17 Street of the Prophets
Tel Aviv, Israel

December 1L, 1950

The League for Relipious Labor in Israel
38 Park Row, New York, U.S.A.

Ref: The building of Synagsegues
in Hapoel Hamizrachi
district in Israel.

Gentlemen:

You are certainly aware of the achievements of the MISHKANOT CORP., in build-
ing whole districts in the various cities where members of Hapoel Hamizrachi
and other religious Jews are settling.

During the last five years MISHKANOT has built up scores of districts. These
form a second line in the creation of a Torah Va-Avodah life in Israel, the
first being the actual colonisation.

SUCH NEIGHBORHOODS HAVF BEFN BUILT IN THE FOLLOWING PLACES:-

1) BNEI BRAK: Four neighborhoods where 300 families are housed.
These areas will be expanded in the near future, and the number of families
settled there will increase to 1000.

2) KIRYAT SHMUFL: Located near Haifa. L20 families are already
housed there. In the near future the area will be expanded and the number
of settlers will be increased to 1000,

3) NATHANIA: The district has a central location and is comprised
of 150 families. In the near future, building will be begun in a new area
which will house about 300 families.

L) KFAR SARBA: Three sections have been built there. Additional
ground is being prepared for hundreds of families. In time about 700 families
will be housed there. Today about 300 families live there already.

5) HATERA: Two sections have been built up, named after Rav Nissen-
baum, of blessed memory, the spiritual leader of the Mizrachi in Poland. Many
Yemenite families live in these districts.

6) PARIES CHANA: The neighborhood erected here comprised 50 families.
There is no place for expansion here. Negotiations are proceeding with the
Jewish National Fund for the acquisition of new land to house LOO families.

7) MAGDIEL: In this neighborhood members of Oriental groups are
concentrated: Yemenites, Sefardim, and Bukharans.

8) KFAR ATA: Located near Haifa. This section was settled by new

immigrants in 19L9. The land area has been increased and it will comprise
150 families.
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9) RAANANA: Our dizirict in Raarana has n area of 50 rdunams. It
A

has all been built up, and it comrriscs 70 families., A city planmning procgram
is being worked out for an area of 250 dunams.

10) RECHOVOTH: The area of the district is 50 dunams. 80 families
will be settled there.

11) RISHON LF ZION: In the center of the settlement. It is increas-
ing month by month. “e shall acquire more land, and the neighborhood will
house about 200 families.

12) JERUSALEM: "%t the entrance to the city is a emall neighborhood.
It could not be expanded until new. With the estabiishment cf the State,
extra territory was acquired from abandoned properiy., 1ihe reZghborhood will
now be enlarged so as 1o hold another 80 families. Beside this we have re-
ceived an area of 170 dunams from the povernment for the building of a new
neighborhood to house L20 ‘amiliies. We have simiiariy acquired several areas
in the city proper where ap:ritrent buildings will be erected to house tens
of families.

NEW DISTRICTS

In addition to all these lorations, we are about to begin the building of
new sections in the foliowing places:

1) HAIFA: In Kiryat Fliyahu and Rughmia we shall provide housing
for 500 families.

2) TEL AVIV: In the north side of the city for 60 families (these
houses are already being built). In the south side of Tel Aviv for 300
families; in the east side, two locations for LOO families.

3) SAFED: For 200 families.

i) BE'ER SHEVA: 300 families.

5) AFULA: 250 families.
6) HERZLIA: 250 families.

7) KADIMAH: 60 families.

8) BAT YAM: near Tel Aviv, 50 families.

In all these places public buildings must be ercected, i.e. Synagogues, Mikvaot,
Schools, Kindergarteas. As far as possible, we are making the settlers par-
ticipate in the building of these institutions. However, the costs are far
beyond their means. We are,therefore, approaching you with the request that
the League take upon itself to erect the Synagogues in our districts.

We are including a list of the places where the erection of the Synagogues
are an immediate necessity, as well as the cost of each synagogue. We hope
that you will do your best to implement this program.

With Torah Va-Avodah Greetings,
/s/ MOSHF. KFIMER
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LIST OF LOCALITIFS AND THE COST OF ERECTING SYNAGOGUES THEREIN

1. KIRIATH SHMUEL 20,000 POUNDS
HATERA 8,000 POUNTDS
BVEI BRAK A 25,000 POUNTS
BNEI BRAK 15,000 POUNDS
KFAR ATA 5,000 POUNDS
RISHON LE ZION 7,000 POUNTS
RECHOVOTH 5,000 POUNDS
NATHANT. 10,000 POUNTS
RAANANA 14,000 PQUNDS
KFAR SABA 5,000 POUNDS
MAGDIEL 4,000 POUNDS
PETACH TIKVAH 6,000 POUNDS
PARDES CHANA 5,000 POUNDS
JERUSALEM 20,000 POUNDS
TEL AVIV 15,000 POUNDS
RUSHMIA 20,000 POUNDS

HADERA B 5,000 POUNDS




List of Relirious T - COLLECTIVE SETTLRMYNTS (Kibbutzim and Kvutzoth)
Settlererts in Israel.

———— v ——— @ ———— ———— . ————_""

NAME OF StTTLEIEN AREA ORIGIN FAMILIES PERSONS FOUNDED

———————. o~ T . T—- ————— {—— | {— ———

foud

Tiret Zvi 5000 Europe 110 370 1937 Beisan Valley
Scei Eliahu L4500 Europe 20 285 1939 Beisan Valley
Yavrieh ] 5000 TFEurope 150 500 1942 Southern Region
Pe'erct Titazchaksset 2500 Europe 80 250 1943 Lydda Valley
in Fanaziv L5000 Europe 70 210 1946 Beisan Valley
HMzesues YitzchakiHens: 5000 Hunrary 1,0 150 1946 Southern Region
Fin Zo o cindseses LOCO Israel 30 100 1947 Southern Region
Saad-ilumin LOUO  Furone 60 200 1947 Negev
Gshluchot 3000 Furope 30 150 1948 Beisan Valley
e 5000 England L0 120 1949 Lower Galilee
Ttehizsh Hadid 3000 Hunpary L0 120 1949 Lydda Valley
Kfar Darom-Morashah - T.5.~ 50 150 1949 Soutiwern Region
Furope
Jir Btoion U0  Furone L0 150 1950 Haifa Region
Xfar Yavetz-Mechorasts 5C Turope 30 100 1950 Central Sharon
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ffermed of the survivors of Kfar Ftzion (set up in 194:3) and Kvutzat Achdut (set up in 1948)
Formerly a Yochav and no: a contingent called Wezer Issahar

Transferred in 1948 from its oririnal abode in the Vegev near the Eryntian border.

Formed of forrer settlers of Xfar Darom cvacuated in 1948 from Gaza area, and a United States
Origi=»ally set up in Jerucalem Area and evacuated after Etzion battle in 1948,

Originally set up in Jerusalem area =nd evacvated after Etzion Battle in 1948.




IT-COOPERATTIVE SETTLFMENTS (Moshavim,

NAME OF SETTLEMENT

(1) Kfar Hassidim
Sdei Yaakov
Kfar Avraham
Kfar Pines
Kfar Haroeh
Hazorim
Nechalims¢
Tekumah

Sdei Ilan
Nir Vegalsk
Sharsheret
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Chemedsé¢

# Transferred in 1949 fror their orieinal abode in Upper

Syrian border.

#% Demobilized soldiers settlements (Nir V'Cal enpages in

ITI-NEW IWTIGRANTS VILLACES

Meron

Kfar Shammai
Alma

Ras El1 Achmar
Tirat Yehudah
Shachar

Peer Am

Biriah

Porat

Geulei Teman
Achiezer
Shoevah (Saris)
Ta'Dz (Beit Sussin)

1
2
3
L
S
6
4
8
9
0
1
2

(1)
(2)
(3)
(L)
(%)
(€)
(7)
(8)
(9)
10)
11)
12)

PV, NN

NN
|
W
e’ N’

Yishai (Dir Aban)
Naham (Hartuv)
Ben-Zakai

Zerachia

Shuba (Saad Beeri)
Yoshivah

Saranuga
Safaria
Shafir

B'Nativ Hamoledets¢

ARFA

ORTGIN

8500
6500

800
2000
2000
5000
3000
6000
6000
3C00
6000
6000
2000

Furope
Furope
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Furope
Europe
Europe
Europe
Tunisia
Eurone
Europe

SGION

90
80
2l
60
100
70
1,0
50
€0
;0
30
30

~

50
>

800
1200
2L00
1800
3000
1200
1€00
1800
1800
2000
3000
3000
3020

Machasseh (Dir Aban)2200

2000
2000
1800
3000
1,000
3000

3000
2700
3000

Hungary
Yemen
Tripoli
Turkey
Hungary
Tripoli
Yemen
Tripoli
Tripoli
Yemen
Yemen
Moroceo
Yemen
Yemen
Yeren
Yemen
Tripoli
Persia
Tripoli
Yemen
Europe
Hunpary
Hungary

LO
70
€0
60
75
90
A0
€0
€0
60
100
90
80
60
100
€0
€0
60
90

60

100

380
650
300
250
720
200
200
150
150
110
100

80
150

150
250
200
200
250
300
250
200
200
200
1,00
300
300
250
1,00
250
250
250
L0O
300

370
4,50
300

1628
1929
1932
1933
1934
1939
19LY
1946
1949
1519
19L9
19L9
1950

Haifa Region
Central Emek
Petach Tikvah R.
Shomron Region
Emel Hefer
Lower Gzlilee
Lydda Region
Negev

Lower Galilee
Southern Region
Negev

Negev

Southern Region

Galilee near the

shipping and fishing)

1949
1949
1949
1949
1049
1950
1950
1950
1950
1950
1950
1950
1950
1959
1950
1950
1950
1950
1950
1950

Upper Galilee
Upper Galilee
Upper Calilee
Upper Galilee
Lydda Region
Upner Calilee
Upper Calilee
Upper Galilee
Central Sharon
Central Sharon
Lydda Region
Jerusalem Reg.
Jerusalem Reg.
Jerusalem Reg.
Jernsalem Reg.
Jerusalem Reg.
Southern Reg.
Southern Reg.
Negev

Negev

1949
1949
19L9

Southern Reg.
Southern Reg.
Southern Reg.

e
SJUMA
-~

53,000 Dunams 2845 Persons
35L0 Persons
€420 Persons

12,805 Persons

860 Families
720 Families
1690 Families
3270 Families

1l Collective Settlements
13 Cooperative Settlements 56,800 Dunams
23 New Immigrants' Villages 53,200 Dunams
50 "163,000 Dunams

o




BUTGET REQUTREVENTS
o 100 1 -
LEACGS WORK IN ISRAEL
for the year 1951

KFAR AMIEL
(Refugee Youth Village)

ERECTION OF A BETH HAVRAAH
(Convalescent Home in Colony Kfar Pines)

SHIKUN
(Housing Projects for Workers and Refugees)

ERECTION OF BOTEI POALIM
(Workers' Community Centers at Petach Tikva,
Chadera, Natanya, Beer Sheva, Afula)

WORKING YOUTH COMMUNITY CENTERS

ESTABLISHMENT and EQUIPMENT of VOCATIONAL
TRAINING COURSES

ORGANIZATION and SUPPORT of NEW COOPERATIVES

YANIV
(Agricultural Distributing Agency)

HABONEH
(Building Contracting Agency)

ESTABLISHMENT OF SYNAGOGUES in SETTLEMENTS:
Kiryat Shmuel, Hadera, Bnai Brak H, Kfar Ata,
Rishon L'Zion, Natanya, Raanana, Kfar Saba,
Magdiel, Pardes Chana, Rushmia, Hadera B

ELITZUR
(Youth and Sport Organization)

KOSHER KITCHENS
CREDIT UNIONS and FREE LOAN SOCIETIES
MISCELLANEOUS

(Social Service among Oriental Jews, Union of
Religious Writers, Relief and Welfare Societies, etc)

Total

Amount
$ 150,000.00

50,000.00

100, 000.00

50,000.00

100,000.00

25,000.00

75,000.00

25,0060.00

25,000.00

150,000.00

10,000.00

10,000.00
25,000.00

50,000.00

$1,145,000.00




CABLE ADDRESS:
LEAGATATI

OFFICERS
Isaac

Chairman
Samuel Fishman,

Treasurer
Max H“mo

Treasurer
Dr. Reuben Gafni

Rabbi Meir Soihetman,
Director

Dr. Pinchos Churgin,
Chairman Hebrew
Edsucators’ Comm.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Robert August
Rabbi Samuel Brot
Herman Cohen
Dr. Simon Federbush
Rabbi Zemach Green
Rabbi Dr. Jos. Kaminetzky
Chaim Lieberman
Rabbi Mordecai Parerzk
Rabbi Lconard Rosenfeld
Rabbi Leo H. Shayowitch
Rabbi Asher Siev
Rabbi David Telsner
Dr. Abraham Weiss
NATIONAL COUNCIL
Atlantic City
Rabbi Moshe S. Shapiro

Baltimore
Rabbi Dr. Samucl Rosenblatt

Brighton Bosion
Rabbi Joseph Shubow
Chicago
Rabbi Norman Frimer
samson Krupnick
Albert Patenkin
Herzl Rosenson
Dr. David Sacks
Rabbi Harold P. Smith
Rabbi Morris Teller
Denver
Rabbi Di. M. Lederman
Rabbi M. Margolis
Dr. Solomon Simonson

Detroit .
Rabbi Dr. A. M. Hershman
Rabbi Joshua S. Sperka
Rabbi M. J. E. Wohlgelernter
Charles Wolok

Hartford
Rabbi 1. Sol. Rosenberg

Lincoln
Prof. Michael Ginsburg

Los Angeles
Rabbi Samuel Dolgin

Minneapolis
Herbert Joshua
Sam Ziff
New York
[. N. Adler
Isaac Allen
Prof. Hillel Bavli
Aaron Bin-Nun
Rabbi. E. M. Bleiberg
Prof. Louis Finkelstein
Dr. Simon Greenberg
Dr. Judah Heller
Rabbi Jacob Hoffman
Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung
Rabbi Elihu Kasten
Rabbi Jacob Levinson
Rabbi Dr. Israel H. Levinthal
Abraham Mazer
D. L. Mekler
Rabbi Samuel K. Mirsky
Rabbi M. Rosenblum
Rabbi Israel Schorr
Pbhiladelphia
Rabbi B. L. Levinthal
Judge Louis Levinthal
Rabbi David M. Wachtfogel
Pitisburgh
Abe Butler
Donald Butler
Carl Margolis

Bernard Neft
Louis Weiner

St. Lowis
Rabbi Sholem B. Kowalsky
Dr. Norman S. Paris

Trenson
Rabbi Issachar Levin

SR PRI AT En JYnY N
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Q4 PRRE REW YaaNe 38K BEWXFOBECK SOX.
Ser: 7/1/51
880 Lakeview Ri. Cleveland Sn.”nomo
LI 1-0854

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

Ansel Rde. & East 105th St.
Cleveland, Ohic

Dear Rabbi Silvers

It was with great pleasure that I kept my appointment with you.
I was very glad that you listened with interest to the importance
of the League for Religious Labor in Israel, who are the largest

workers organization working only to build a national and tradi-
tional Eretz Israel.

| am.patiently awaiting your letter of recommendation and if
possible a donation from the Temple and the General Zionists
for the League.

Sincerely yours,

S SN

Xe BIRATI, Executive Director
League for Religious lLabor In Eretz Israel
of Cleveland

EBsswh

Enclosure: Brochures
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LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS LABOR
IN PALESTINE

1123 Broadway. New York City
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“Son of man, can these bones live? . .. O Lord God, Thou knowest. . . . And 1
will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live . . . and they lived, and stood up upon

their feet, an exceeding great host.”"—Ezekiel 37.

“We were bones, simply bones that muttered. Look at these bones now, these

beaming faces. We have come to Eretz Israel to build and to be an example

to the world.”

)
[ Y eyond the entrance to the

Religious Y outh Village lies
their future. Their hearts
and eyes are turned to Kfar
Amiel, ReligiousY outh Vil-
lage established by League
for Religious Labor in Pal-

estine.




Seventy students and teachers went up on the land on Chanukah 5699 (1938) to
establish the first Religious Youth Village near Kfar Chassidim. Today, Kfar
Hanoar Hadati is a real village with a synagogue, a full agricultural school. a
dining hall, assembly hall, and a model farm. Two hundred and sixty children.
fifty teachers and nurses are housed in a number of large buildings and dormitories.
The course of study and training extends over two years. The day’s program is
divided equally between work and study. In addition to Bible, Talmud. Jewish
History, and general literature, they are given an agricultural and trade course.
This covers all aspects of farming, domestic science, and a number of trades
including carpentry, locksmithing, electricity, and others associated with the

activities of the village.

FOR WHAT PURPOSE ?

They started to come in small numbers in 1934, when Hitler began his mass persecutions ot the
Jewish people. By 1939, they were coming in large organized groups. Having spent years in
wandering through Europe, most of them were physically and mentally ill. The greatest per-
centage came from religious homes, and it was important to settle them in colonies with a
religious atmosphere. The Religious Youth Village offered the physical care, the trained
guidance, and the spiritual well-being they needed. Hapoel Hamizrachi is the only religious
organization in Eretz Israel possessing a number of colonies, and thus having the facilities for
absorbing these children and making them loval, religious, and productive Jews, at home in

their Homeland.

NEEDED —A NEW VILLAGE

The proposed Religious Youth Village of Ktar Amiel will be established near the Hapoel
Hamizrachi colony of Sdei Yaakov, as a living memorial to Rabbi Avigdor Amiel 571, renowned
scholar and former Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv. It will accommodate several hundred children in
six modern buildings in addition to a hospital, synagogue, school, dining room, recreation
rooms, kitchen, and laundry. This project will incorporate the most modern architectural design
and up-to-date sanitation facilities at an estimated cost of $150,000. The need for the construc-
tion of the village is most pressing at this time because of the overcrowded housing conditions
in all colonies. Also, new children are entering the country daily, and facilities must be pro-
vided for their care. The establishment of Kfar Amiel by the League for Religious Labor in

Palestine will help answer this need.

The quality of the Religious Youth Village is 1o be judged by the fact that its
graduates have become a vital part of pioneer life in Eretz Isracl. Most of them
have either formed separate settlement groups, or have joined other already estab-
lished Hapoel Hamizrachi colonies. In this manner, the Religious Youth Village
has become an important factor in agricultural pioneering. Still other graduates
have settled in the towns where they are doing productive work in industry.
From the religious point of view, the educational program serves to insull
a4 consciousness of the great Jewish heritage and of the religious responsibility of
the individual. In this respect. the Religious Youth Village has already become

an outstanding institution in Eretz Israel.




STATEMENT FROM CHIEF RABBI ISAAC HERZOG OF PALESTINE

“1 have visited and spoken at many settlements, and 1 have become convinced that one religious

agricultural settlement will bring about greater influence than hundreds of resolutions and speeches.

“To our great sorrow, the public at large has not as yet recognized the effective influence of the
religious worker in the building of our Land in the spirit of our religion and tradition.

“Hapoel Hamizrachi Youth Colonies are not only a necessity, but an emergency, for the building

of Eretz Israel in the spirit of the Torah.”

The future of the Jewish people lies in its youth. By rehabilitating these refugee children, we are fortity-
ing the pillar upon which Israel’s destiny rests.

The time is NOW to build for the future; to extend an immediate helping hand to the tragic and unfor-
tunate victims of the world’s greatest brutality; to wipe away the shame of the world’s greatest inhuman-
ity to man.

Let us build the Religious Youth Village!

VNiil
YOU

2 CONTRIBUTION WILL REHAI

Contribute your share to

LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS LABOR IN PALESTINE
38 Park Row, New York 7, N. Y.
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INTRODUCTION

[ have in mind writing a series of brochures describing each
of our religious labor settlements in lsrael. This is the first, and
[ chose Beeroth Yitzchak because it was a central point from
which the Israeli Armed Forces captured the Negev for Medinat
Yisrael.

The material was gathered and selected from various sources,

and much valuable information was given to me by chaverim of

Beeroth Yitzchak.
I take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation
to Rabbi David Telsner and Dr. Joseph Kaminetzky for their edi
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THE LOCATION

Beeroth Yitzchak is a religious kvutza (collective settlement) of
Hapoel Hamizrachi, located southeast of the Beer Sheba Highway. Al-
though the territory allocated to Beeroth Yitzchak is not actually consid-
cred part of the Negev, the colony is on the boundary line of the region,

and has some of the qualities peculiar to that area.

Gaza 1s one of five ancient Philistinian cities. It is situated a few
kilometers northwest of the colony, Beeroth Yitzchak. In King Solomon’s
days Gaza was conquered and held by non-Jews until retaken by Alexander
Yanat during the period of the second Bet Hamikdash. Its boundaries
are considered Eretz Yisroel for Terumah, Maaser and Sheve'it (laws
which apply only to land consecrated as part of the Holy Land). The fact
that it is mentioned in the Talmud, as well as in later sources, shows that
Gaza had a Jewish community for a long time. As a matter of fact, the
ruins of an old synagogue are still to be found there.

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND

In olden days, Southern Judea and the Land of the Philistines were
non-Jewish territory. In the days of King David this territory was in-
habited by both Philistines and Jews. Close to the highway leading to
Gaza is the city of Keila, mentioned in connection with the struggle be-
tween David and King Saul (Samuel 1, 23). The boundaries of King
Solomon’s Kingdom extended to Gaza, as the Bible says: m o2 nn ,
o0 S o B From Tifsach to Gaza.” To the south of Keila is Barur
Chail, a Jewish settlement in the days of the Second Temple, and head-
quarters of Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai and his Bet Din prior to the
Destruction.




Rabbi
Yitzchak

Nissenbaum

one of fthe
veterans of the
Mizrachi Move-
ment, famous
preacher and
writer, was mur-
dered by the
Nazis in 1942,
Beeroth Yitzchaok

is named

in his memory

THE COLONY'S HISTORY

Beeroth Yitzchak was named in memory of Rabbi Yitzchak Nisen-
baum, one of the pioneers of the Mizrachi Movement in Poland, who
was killed by the Nazis during the war. In 1935 the kvutza by the name
of Ramath Hashomron received a site in the Shomron area near Pardes
Chana, and during that Summer its members divided themselves into
labor-groups and started working in the orange groves of Shomron. Hav-
ing established themselves in this locality, they decided to convert their
labor-groups into an independent, religious kvutza, the first of its kind to
be established in Shomron. Land was purchased, houses were erected, and
by 1937 the Ramath Hashomron Kvutza was in a position to accom-
modate some few scores of chaverim. This was one of the veteran kvutzoth
of Hapoel Hamizrachi, and one of the first branches of Rodges, known

as the "mother of kvutzoth”.

For eight long years the Ramath Hashomron Kvutza continued to
live in Shomron. A varied economy was established, and trades were de-
veloped. But, as in all labor-groups of the colonies, the main source of
income was from outside work. Yet, during all these years the hope of

the chalutzim was a colony of their own!

S




Originally, they were offered a site in Galilee, but this did not mate-
rialize, and they went to the Negev. It was on the 23rd day of Cheshvon
5699 (1943), when thirteen chaverim went out and settled on a parcel
of land southeast of Gaza. This was the beginning of extensive coloniza-
tion in that arid and historic sector. Having acted as a springboard to
southern colonization, Beeroth Yitzchak is now surrounded by widely
dispersed Jewish settlements in the Negev, including the Hapoel Hamiz-
rachi colonies Saad, Tekumah and Kfar Darom.

THE WATER PROBLEM

Colonization in the Gaza sector differs from that in other parts of
the country. The greatest problem has always been, and still is, WATER:
its distribution and preservation for the summer months. Even our fathers,
Abraham and Isaac, had to contend with this; they dug wells and found
water. We are doing the same and, in addition, we are building dams and
cisterns and laying water pipes. Yet, this problem will not be solved until
a large-scale irrigation program is carried out.

Although the colony was to be of an agricultural nature, it became
clear that a mixed economy would have to be developed so that employ-
ment and income would be assured in periods when activity in the fields
was at a minimum.

Still, the basis for even a mixed economy is water, a problem which
presented itself immediately upon the arrival of the first settlers. When
they found water after boring ten meters deep, it was too salty for either
drinking or watering purposes. They made a second attempt, boring ninety
meters deep. This time they found water flowing at the rate of 90 mm.
per hour and containing 900 miligrams chlorine, ie., only a little salt.
It was decided to use this water. This local well put an end to the chapter
of carrying water from Gaza, which the chaverim had been doing for
a year and a half.

AGRICULTURAL DIFFICULTIES

Beeroth Yitzchak was given 11,000 dunams of land which were dis-
tributed into four blocs divided by broad wadis (streams which dry up
during the summer). Some of the areas were about twelve kilometers from
the main colony. While this appears to be a sizeable area, cultivation—
particularly in the first stages—had to be extensive due to the lack of
water. The total rainfall in the Gaza sector reaches 350 mm. annually.

The second problem was to determine what type of vegetation would
be most suitable to the land. The earth had been uncultivated for a long

£
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time. Painstaking and rtime-consuming experiments were carried out,
until it was discovered which plants could be developed into marketable
produce. The soil itself was good, however, and it responded to the tender
care of the chalutzim.

There are vast industrial and economic possibilities in this territory.
When ways and means are found to add enough water to the thirsty land
in the many drought years and when the rainfall is insufficient, it will
undoubtedly become the granary of the country. Furthermore, we know
from the Torah that “its stones are iron and from its hills you shall hew
copper.”

STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE

Colonization in the Negev also has political and strategic significance.
This strip of land is the bridge between Israel and that triangular corner
bordering Saudi Arabia and—more important—the Red Sea ( Aqaba-
Eilac). It is the connecting link between our neighbors to the South and
Southeast and ourselves. A compact group of Jewish colonies in this part
of the country means protection of its borders, for the boundary line be-
tween Israel and Egypt and Trans-Jordan is not an imaginary line on
the map!

CONSTRUCTION OF THE CAMP

The construction of the kibbutz camp itself was postponed because
the piece of land designated for this purpose was occupied by the British
Military and was not released until 1944, as were 1000 dunams surround-
ing it—the latter being most suitable for intensive colonization. Finally,
in 1945, construction of the camp began, and the transfer of the kvurza
from Pardes Chana to Beeroth Yitzchak was completed. Maintenance of
the two separate camps had been a burden on the kvutza. The sum of
£3000, coupled with the great efforts of the members, were invested in
the building of the camp and the purchase of machinery and other
necessities.

NEIGHBORS

The highway to Beer Sheba (25 kilometers away) passes by the
camp. There is a valley nearby named Um Gerer, the ground of which
is being swept away by the rains. This is the same "Gerar” where Father
Isaac lived. The inhabitants of the vicinity are Bedouins who live in tents
and raise cattle; they also possess land and till it.

There is an Arab orange grove and vineyard near the colony, which
are watered from a well containing 800 miligrams chlorine.




THE HEROIC WAR

Of special significance is the part Beeroth Yitzchak played in the
war. For a long time the settlement was besieged by Egyptian guns
mounted on one of the nearby strong points. The non-combatant popula-
tion was evacuated only at the last moment. Most of the buildings were
destroyed, among them the children’s houses, and the water tower. The
entire crop in the fields was destroyed, and the damage was very great.

The actual attack began on Thursday, May 15th, 1947. At 6 o'clock
in the morning four enemy planes zoomed down, dropping close to thirty
bombs within an hour. This was immediately followed by shelling from
heavy guns for several hours, making it impossible for our people to leave
their shelters. Meanwhile, two armored columns of the enemy approached
the colony from the north and southwest. They were followed by an esti-
mated 1000 infantrymen.

One position including all of its defenders was stormed by enemy
tanks and liquidated. By 10 o'clock in the morning the enemy was already
within the gates of the colony. The water well was hit by shells. The
trenches were flooded and became so muddy that it was difficult to main-
tain contact. Furthermore, the supply of automatic weapons became moist,
and at first our chaverim had to fight without them. The enemy succeeded
in entrenching himself in the first row of houses, when the order was
given to retreat to inner positions. A fierce hand-to-hand fight ensured,
in which the local commander was wounded and his lieutenant killed.

The Water Tower—Mainstay in Peacetime . . . First Target of War



Dining Room—Built tor Peace . . . Destroyed by Invaders

For a time our chaverim fought without an orderly command. An S. O. S

was sent out, and the answer came: "Hold on; reinforcements are coming.”

Our chaverim continued to hold their positions, repulsing the repeated
attacks of the Egyptians. Some of the members began cleaning the heavy
guns. Another S. O. S. was sent out, to which the reply was: "Reinforce-
ments are on the way.” The defenders were encouraged and increased
their fire, preventing the advance of the enemy. Smeared with mud, soaked
to the bone, thirsty, hungry, exhausted by sleepless nights, our chaverim
withstood the ordeal with great heroism. One of the chaverim, alchough
he was inexperienced in the handling of weapons (his job was to operate
the wireless), started to take apart and clean the automatic rifles with the
aid of a hand-book. He succeeded in putting them together, and they

were immediately put to use, spitting murderous fire at the enemy.

A second chaver, a sharp shooter, stood for six consecutive hours
firing armor-piercing bullets at the Egyptian tanks, disregarding the fact
that on all sides of him chaverim fell and were wounded. Such fearless
heroism was also exhibited by the girls who remained at the camp. They
maintained contact between the defenders by dragging weapons from one

position to another.

After deciding to transfer the command to a more secure place, the
chaverim removed the wireless from its original place. However, since
they could not put it together again, contact with the outside was dis-
rupted. This was fraught with danger! (It was later learned that the silence
of Beeroth Yitzchak was taken as a sign of its fall to the Egyptians.) The




wireless was therefore taken back to its original place and contact was
renewed. A third emergency call was sent and the answer came in: "Rein-
forcements are approaching.” This news greatly inspired the weary de-
fenders, especially after the observation post reported that enemy planes
were attacking a nearby position. It was now understood by all that the
desperately needed reinforcements had arrived.

At 5 o'clock in the afternoon news came that the guns of the rein-
forcements had been placed in position and that it was necessary to guide
their fire. The enemy’s position was pointed out: at that moment he was
arranging his columns for a decisive onslaught, with the aid of strong
armored forces and a great number of infantry. The defenders, having
consolidated their positions, now opened heavy fire on the artackers. The
first shell of the reinforcements fell at about 6 o'clock. Its impact was
tremendous and the enemy became confused. This was immediately fol-
lowed by a rain of shells which hit their mark.

The Egyptians began a disorderly retreat. The armored vehicles ran
for cover, and the infantry was in a panic. Those who entrenched them-
selves in the houses paid dearly before having a chance to escape. The

enemy was cleared out, and every one of the camp's positions was recap-

tured. The Egyptian debacle was complete; they left behind them 200

dead and large quantities of weapons and ammunition.

The kvutza sustained heavy losses: Seventeen (17) dead, and twenty
(20) wounded. Among those who fell were pioneer members and family
men.

General View of the Settlement

——————

Copyright 1950 by The League for Religious Labor in Eretz Israel. Inc.






