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MISHKANOT ROUS ING Jt'T ISRAEL 
17 Street of the Prophets 

Tel Aviv, Israel 

December 14, 1950 

The Lea~e for Relirious Labor in Israel 
38 Park Row, New York, U.S.A. 

Gentlemen: 

Ref: The building of Synag•gues 
in Hapoel Hamizrachi 
district in Israel. 

You are certainly aware of the achievements of the MISHKANOT CORP., in build­
inJ! whole districts in the various citiee ·where members of Hapoel Hamizrachi 
and other relirious Jews are settling. 

Durin~ the last five years ~~ISHKANOT has built up scores of districts. These 
form a second line in the creation of a Torah Va-Avodah life in Israel, the 
first being the actual colonisation. 

SUCH NEIGHBORHOODS HA VE BERN BUILT IN THE FOLLrn~ ING FLA CES: -

1) BNEI BRAK~ Four neir.hborhoods where JOO families are housed. 
These areas will be expanded in the near future, and the number of families 
settled there will increase to 1000. 

2) KIRYAT SID,ruF,L: Located near Haifa. 420 families are already 
housed there. In the nea'r future thEarea will be expanded and the number 
of settlers will be increased to 1000. 

3) NATHANIA: The district has a central location and is comprised 
of 150 families. In the near future, buildin~ will be bef!U.Il in a new area 
which will house about 300 families. 

4) KFAR SABA: Three sections have been built there. Additional 
~ound is being prepared for hundreds of families. In time about 700 families 
will be housed there. Today about 300 families live there already. 

5) HAIBRA: Two sections have been built up, named after Rav Nissen­
baum,of blessed memory, the spiritual leader of the Mizrachi in Poland. Many 
Yemenite families live in these districts. 

6) PARIBS C:HAtTA: The neirhborhood erected here comprised 50 families. 
There is no place for expansion here. Ne~otiations are proceeding with the 
Jewish National Fund for the acquisition of new land to house 400 families. 

7) MAGDIEL: In this neighborhood members of Oriental ~oups are 
concentrated: Yemenites, Sefardini, and Bukharans. 

8) KFAR ATA: Located near Haifa. This section was settled by ne-r,r 
immigrants in 19L9. The land area has been increased and it will comprise 
150 families . 
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9) RAANANA: Our di-=.tri +, in ~:i.ar.111A 1~- 1.<:: ln ~.rea of 50 rinr.a.ms. It 
has all been builtup, and 1 : c'·mi:.ric-~,:; /CJ fP.m:i.l.ir8 . A city planriinr prc~ram 
is being worked out for an area o~' ~50 durio.m3. 

10) RECHOVOTH: The area of the district is 50 dunams. 80 families 
will be settl~d there. 

11) RISHON LF. ZION: In the center of the settlement. It is increas­
inr month by month. 'lie shall acquire more land, and the neighborhood will 
house about 200 families. 

12) JERUSALD~: .r:t the entrance to the city is a small neighborhood. 
It could not be expanded until now. W.;_th the es·cnb:-i _ _j_3h1;1sn-i:, c- f the State, 
extra territory was acq~.1:i.rcd froIP abandonf'd p1·opc:··i· .. , o ·ihc ,-- c::::..:..,hborhood vdll 
now be enlarged so as to hold an.Ji.:,her 60 f arnil ;_e ' . I,e.5 :~de this vie have re-
ceived an area of 170 dunnms I"'..'')ffi the ~ove:cnment !'or ·G'1e buiJ dinf! of a neYl 
nei~hborhood to hou~e 420 ..:J.rn.:..:i.jes. We ha'✓c s:i.rni:-i.3.:r:.i..y acqui.red several areas 
in the city proper where apnrt~cnt buildinps will be erected to house tens 
of families. 

NEW DISTRICTS 

In addition to all these lorations, we are about to be~in the buildinf! of 
nevi sections in the -f:'0llor:.:.•10 pl2.ces: 

1) HAIFA: In Ki:::-yat Zliyahu and Rughmia we shall provide housing 
for 500 families. 

2) TEL AVIT: In the north cidc of the city for 60 families (these 
houses are alreadJ;·e:..ng built). In the sell.th side of Tel .Aviv for 300 
families; in the cast side, t·o loc'ltions for 400 families. 

3) SAFED! For 200 families. 

4) BE 1ER SHEVA: 300 families. 

5) AFULA: 250 families. -
6) HERZLIA: ·250 families. 

7) KAD.,. ·:1 H· 
,J.. . J • 60 families. ----

8) BAT YAM: near Tel b .. viv, 50 families. 

In all these places public buildjn~s mu8t be erected, i.e. Synagogues, 'M:ikvaot, 
Schools, Kinder~~rteJ~ . fs far as possibl0, we are makinp the settlers par­
ticipate in the building of thP~e institutionsA How~ver, the costs are far 
beyond their meanso We are,therefor, approaching you with the request that 
the Leaf!ue take upon itself to erect the Syna~of!ues in our districts. 

We are includinr a lif:t of the places where the erection of the Synagogues 
are an immediate necessity, as \lell as the cost of each syna~ogue. We hope 
that you will do your best to implement this prorram. 

With Torah Va-1vodah Greetings, 
/s/ MOSHF. KFIMER 
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LIST OF LOCl\.LITIF.S /\. JI) THE COST OF ER.ECTTNG S1'NAGOGUES THEREIN ----

1. KIRIATH SW-WEL 20,000 POUNDS 

2. HJ\mRA 8, 000 POUNIB 

3. BNEI BRAK it 2 5, 000 POUNT6 

4. BNEI BRf K 15, 000 POUNDS 

5. KF.~ .. R fl TA 5, 000 POUNIB 

6. RI.SFON LF. ZIO, 7, 000 POTJl'-J1J3 

7 .. RF.CHOVOTH 5,ooo POUNDS 

8. NLTH1 ... NL~ 10,000 POUNtS 

9. R!u\ 'tlJANA 4,ooo POUNDS 

10. KFAR SABA 5,ooo POUNDS 

11. TffiGDIEL 4,000 POUNDS 

12. PET.1 CH TIT<VAH 6,000 POUNDS 

13. P .li.R DE.S CHL~ r-.rA 5,000 POUNDS 

14. JERUS1\LEM 20,000 POUNilS 

15. TEL ·': VIV 15,000 POUNIB 

16. RUSHnUA 20, 000 POU Il3 

17~ HADER.A B 5,000 POUNDS 
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List of Reli~ious 
Scttlorr. e1 tr in Israc J. . 

I - COLLECTIVE SETTLB{1l'JTS (Kibbutzim and Kvutzoth) 

NAME. OF 52T~LEIBNT AREA ORIGIN FAMILIES PETISONS FOUNDED REGION 

\' I r .~ ~'.~-~ s I ~l. ·~ Yi t zf!r .21,..-;~-~~-~{~~-~~­

(. ,. Lin ?;;_:, ~··i.1 :-:HHHHH;-, 
, '~.:c: ,.:iJ-.;:,lL1J11 irr 
' ·-' : o,_::1, } U Ci1u'G 

5000 
4500 
Sooo 
2500 

4suo 
l iOOO 
400J 
4oun 
JJ~,..., 

\., V 

r000 :) 

Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Eurone 
Hun ,'.""ary 
Israel 
Eurone 
Enrope 
.. .., J ,.;J Lnv--anl, 

110 
90 

150 
80 
70 
40 
30 
60 

1937 
191° ~/ 

191/? 

Beit;an Valley 
Beisan Valley 
~outherr1 Rerion 
Lydda \ialley 
Beisan Valle:v 
Southern Re 1; ion 
Southern Repion 
Negev 

, , ·, 'l': ~:h::_r.h Hadid JJuO 
)000 

Hunrary 
u.s.-

30 
1~0 
40 
so 

370 
285 
500 
250 
210 
150 
100 
200 
150 
120 
120 
150 

1943 
19116 
191.+6 
1947 
19!i7 
194G 
19L9 
1949 
1949 

Beis:.in Valley 
Lo-;1er Gal tlee 
Lvdcia VaJ le~r 

t, t.' 

( Sout:1crn Rerion 

, • • .11·i_r Et~ion➔~ _;50u0 
I') r: r- 0 
(. ).J 

'P.urtYDe 
Eurone 
~urope 

l-1-0 
30 

150 
100 

19~0 
1950 

Haifa P.er.-ion 
Central Sharon : :ZJa r Ya vet z-H cch ora ➔H:-

1.- Fnr.ned of tl-ie curvivor~ o . K~ar F.tzi_on (set UD _in 19h3) and Kvutzat Achdut (set ~1p in 1948) 
-,H'.· I'c.·nwrly a ~~orh e.~z and no . a continEe.1t calle e: Wc::,er Issahar 

; '.- ~,- 1; ·frq_i13 fer rec~ i:ri lJ'liR froJ11 it:=: oripirial ahocie in th.e ~1er,ev near the F:"y!)ti.:1n border . 
-l '.·-;~-;:c FrJ,:-rreo of forr'c·r fnttJ.e 1 ... E' of K :f:D.r D:iror' cv.'lcu.s. tcd in 194,9 .fror~ Gaza are2., and a United States group . 

·· .: ::-:F·- 0rir..:....,a:i.ly sc·t up in JrrucJ.lem ArPa and evacu-'lted a.rtcr Etzion battlr in 1948 . 
~f,:-::-;:-:,:.,~ 0ri pinally set up in Jerusalerr area ~.nd evacuated ::i. fter Etzion Ba. ttlc in 19!~8 . 
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II-COOPEFATTVE SETTi,l<. 1E rTS ( o h1.vii. 1 

(1) Kfar Has~id:im 8500 
(2) Sdei Yaakov 6~00 
(3) Kfar Avraham 800 
(4) Kfar Pines 2000 
(5) Kfar Haro h 2000 
(6) Hazor:im 5000 
( 7) Nechal:im➔} 3000 
(8) Teku~ah 6000 
(9) Sdei Ilan 6000 

(10) Nir Veval-:P~ 3COO 
(11) Sha,,.sl-iE-r0t 6008 
(J 2) B '1.Tativ lfarroledet➔H( 600J 
(13) Chemed-!H( 2000 

F.urope 
~ rope 
'· rooe 

Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Europ 
Ell~ope 
Tu!llS ia 
Eurcmc 
Europe 

90 
80 
24 
60 

100 
70 
40 
50 
60 
110 
30 
Ju 
50 

380 
6So 
30-) 
350 
720 
200 
200 
150 
150 
llJ 
JOu 

130 
150 

1925 
1929 
1932 
1933 
193~ 
1939 
1944 
19!i6 
19h9 
191.:9 
19l9 
19L9 
1~50 

Haifa Rep-ion 
Ctntral Emrk 
P tach 'l'i1.cvah R. 
Shom ... ·on R--rion 
Th1 •k Hefer 
Lov, r Gr~l il e 
Lydda RB rion 
Negev 
Lm~cr Galil e 
Southern Rq1ion 
Ncrev 
J p V 

Southern Rc~don 

* Transfcrr din 1949 fror their oriP'inal abode in Upl;)er Galilee near the 
f:yrian bord r. 

~~ Demobilizerl soldiers settlements ( .Tir V 'Gal cnp-ag-es in hippinp and fishinf) 

III-1\JEW Ilr'r.IGRANTS VILLA0ES 

(1) [eron 800 Huni:.rary 40 150 1949 Upper Galilee 
(2) Kfar Shammai 1200 Yemen 70 250 1949 Upp~r nalilce 
(3) Alma 2LOO Tripoli 60 200 1949 Upper C' a li_ce 
(~) Ras El Achmar lROO T1.1rkey 60 200 1949 Upper Galilee 
( 5) Tira t Yehudah 3000 Hunl?'ary 7S 250 l ~_)L9 Lydda Rep-ion 
(6) Shachar 1?00 Tripoli 90 300 19~0 U n. r Galilee 
(7) Peer Am 1~00 ir "'•( n 60 2SO 19r:0 ., .,,. Urn r Galilee: 
(8) Biriah 1800 Tripoli 60 200 19~0 Upper Galilee , ,,, 
(9) Porat lP100 Trinoli 60 200 lG~O C ntral Sharon ., / 

(10) Geulei 'I' rran 2000 Ycrn( n 60 200 1950 Central Sharon 
(11) l chic zC?r 3000 Yn11~n 100 1100 1qt;o - 11 Re' 

,/ ., L;TC..,.a Jf"lOn 
(12) Sho vah (Sari~) JGuO ~A"::,roc~o 90 300 19~0 Jeruf"ller.: Rep. 
(13) Ta' ·J z (Beit Suss in) 3CJO Y rien BO 300 19~J J rusaJ.mn Reg. 
(14) ~achasseh (Dir Aban)2200 Yer..en 60 250 19$J JE.rU cal ,m Reg. 
(15) Yishai (Dir Aban) 2000 Yercieri 100 400 1950 ,for11 ale:rn Heg. 
(16) Naham (Hartuv) 2000 Yemen 60 250 1950 Jerusalem Reg. 
(17) Ben-Zakai 1800 Tr:i. )oli 60 250 1950 Southern Reg. 
(18) Zerachia 3000 P rsi? 60 2C50 1950 Southern Re . 
(19) Shuba (Saad Bceri) LOOO Tr~_po i 90 400 19SO NE.~€V 
(20) Yoc:hivah 3000 Y n1en 60 300 1950 N€f!E?V 

- - - -
(21) Saranup.a 3000 E,.irope 100 370 1949 Southern Reg. 
(22) Safari.a 2700 Hunp-ary 110 450 1949 Southern Reg. 
(23) Shafir 3000 Hl,i.'1f!ary 90 JOO 1949 Southern Reg. 

S ,t :J ~I A R Y - .... ------
14 Collective Settlements 53,000 Dunams 860 .Fam il ie 2 45 Persons 
13 Coop rative Settlem nts 56,800 Dunams 720 F!JlTlilies 3540 Persons 
23 New Immi~rants' Villa~es 53,200 Dunarns 1690 Fam ili s 6420 Persons 
50 163,000 Dunam - 3270 Families i2,805 Per~ons 
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LEA.rtJP, W03K n: ISRAEL -- --for the year 1951 

KFAR AMIEL 
(Refugee Youth Village) 

ERECTION OF A BETH HAVRAAH 
(Convalescent Home in Colony K£ar Pines) 

SHIKUN 
(Housing Projects for Workers and Refugees) 

ERECTION OF BOTEI POALIM 
(Workers' Community Centers at Petach Tikva, 

Chadera, Natanya, Beer Sheva, Afula) 

WORKING YOUTH COMMUNITY CENTERS 

ESTABLISHMENT and EQUIPMENT of VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING COORSES 

ORGANIZATION and SUPPORT of NE\V COOPERATIVES 

YANIV 
(Agricultural Distributing Agency) 

HABONEH 
(Building Contracting Agency) 

ESTABLISHMENT OF SYNAGOOUES in SETTLEMENTS z 
Kiryat Shmuel, Hadera, Bnai Brak H, Kfar Ata, 
Rishon L'Zion, Natanya, Raanana, Kfar Saba, 
Magdiel, Pardes Chana, Rushmia, Hadera B 

ELITZUR 
(Youth and Sport Organization) 

KOSHER KITCHENS 

CREDIT UNIONS and FREE LOAN SOCIETIES 

MISCELLANEOUS 
(Social Service anong Oriental Je~s, Union of 
Religious Writers, Relief and Welfare Societies, etc~ 

Total 

Amount 

i 150,000.00 

50,000.00 

400,000.00 

50,000.00 

100,000.00 

25,000.00 

75,000.00 

25,000.00 

2$,000.00 

150,000.00 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

25,000.00 

50,000.00 

$1,l.li5,000.00 
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CABLE ADDRESS: 
LEAGAD\TI 

Of.PICIJLS 
IIUC&hidad. 

a-,,.., 
Samuel Pilbaaa. 

T~ 
Mu ffaaler, 

Tn.a Jiff 
Dr. llcubea GafDi 
Rabbi Meir Soibecman, 

Dir"'°" 
Dr. Piacboe Cburgia. 

Cb,__ H.t,nv 
EMlcta#ors' C--. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITIIIE 
Robert August 
ILabbi Samuel Brot 
Hermaa Cohen 
Dr. Simoa federbusb 
Rabbi Zemacb Green 
Rabbi Dr. Joe. Kaminetzky 
Chaim Lieberman 
Rabbi Mordecai Pareaky 
Rabbi Lt.-ooard R.oeeafeld 
Rabbi Leo H. Shayowitch 
Rabbi Asher Siev 
llabbi David Telsoer 
Dr. Abraham Weill 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 
A.lui,llic Ci#1 

Rabbi Mmhe S. Shapiro 
811lli•or• 

Rabbi Dr. Samuel ROknbl,m 
n,.;gblOJS Bodo• 

Rabbi Joseph Shubow 
Chi,11&0 

R.ibbi Norman Frimer 
:,,, :11:on Krupnick 
Albert Parenkio 
1-ll-r.i:I Roseoson 
Dr. David Sacks 
Rabbi Harold P . Smith 
Rubbi Morris Teller 

Dn11n 
Rabbi Dt. M. Lederman 
Rabbi M. Margolis 
Dr. Solomon Simomoa 

Delroil • 
Rabbi Dr. A. M. Hershm~o 
Rabbi Joshua S. Sperka 
Rabbi M. J. E. Wohl1clerorer 
Charles Wololt 

H.rtfor" 
Rabbi I . Sol. R01eober1 

LJ•col• 
Prof. Michael Ginsburg 

Los A.•&•111 
Rabbi Samuel Dolgio 

Mitl.,111>olis 
Herbert Jo,hua 
Sam Ziff 

New YorA 
l. N. Adler 
Isaac Allen 
Prof. Hillel Bavli 
-'aron Bio-Nun 
Rabbi. E. M. Bleibera 
Prof. Louil Finkelstein 
Dr. Simoa Greeabe,a 
Dr. Judah Heller 
Rabbi Jacob HoBmaa 
Rabbi Dr. Leo Juq 
Rabbi Elihu Kastea 
Rabbi Jacob Levimoa 
Rabbi Dr. Janel H. Lniotbal 
Abraham Mazer 
D. L Mekler 
Jlnbbi Samuel IC. M1nkJ 
'Rabbi M. Roeeablum 
Rabbi Israel Schorr 

PbiJMulflbill 
Rabbi B. L 1.niarbal 
Jud,e Louil Lniatbal 
Rabbi David M. Wachtfo,el 

Pi11ll1,w•b 
Abe Butler 
'Jonald Butler 
Carl MaqolJa 
Bernard Neft 
Louil Welaer 

SI. Lo.,;, 
1labbi Sbolem B. ltowallkJ 
D,. Normaa S. Pull 

TrnlH 
llabbi 1-■char Lnia 

?Hi~ .. t'iH~ "l"l1it ,vum TVO? it.l"?it 

of.a'/'" /or Jelgiouj c:fator in Cretz Jjl'ae/ 

~ 

Ser: 7/1/51 

a O Lakevi ew Rd. 

~ 

U 1- 0854 

Rabb i bba Hill el Si lver 
The Templo 

nsel Rd . & ~ast 105th St . 
Cleveland , Ohi ~ 

Dear Rabbi Silver i· 

I t was with great pl e~sure th· t I 
I was very gl d t hat you listened 
of the League fo r Religi ous Labor 
workers ::>rganization \Vorking only 
tional Eretz I srael. 

Clev 13nl 8 , Ohio 
ii":l 

kept my appointment with you . 
with interest to the importance 
in Israel , who are the 1 rgest 
to build a national an1 t r ad i-

I am patientl y aw' iting your letter of recomnendation and if 
possible a donation from the Temple and the General Zionists 
for the League . 

B:swh 

nclosure: Brochures 

Sincerely yours , 

/-~~ 
~. BI rr, Executive Direc t or 
League for Religi ous Lab~r I n Eretz I srael 
of Cleveland 
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n5 :i,:ioc .TN~ z,,:i i,r.i11:i nJ:iiw ,:iy n,,u 
nJ:,o .C":lill C'i!:l:ii tN~-n,:i nr,,n11n i'llil 
yi,-,i,n 511 i1'?llil .,Y 5:ir.i toti!:l,N n5 il:liM 

1l1Y5 nm cii,o:i, cnn c,o,:i nJ~nJ nn,;, 
t-t5 ,,,nt-t5 iJ,yi5n nm,J t-t5 ntott :i:i, .r:i,oc 
,55n c, J:,,t:,om c,,,, i'i1 0'0'i1 CYll:l . ,, M!:l..l 
nt-t ,~lt' tn:i-m,,no:i .,:iy n,,~ noiN 5JJ , Jt 
:i,:ioo no,n:i ,,Y:inn .c,,,,oi1, nu:ini1 5:, 
,c~on 5JJ ,,oJJ c~ m:i.l 51.lo ,o,i'n, c,n:i5 

.,,5, oc,, 

n~i5ft' ,,:iy::, .Ni.:i5 iliMN M5 m5eJniiili 
inN ii5!:lN ,,,:i ,n::,~ir.ic n,n,no:i o,w,n 

.nYi:ipn 5l1 n,J,nc m,DiJ:, i5unn 

c,,nn 5l1 ,,:ii n,,t); n,51,tn 511 ,~ioc fl(:, 
,~ye 511, o,,n,n o,:iw,r,cn ,~ c,,,,,,toen 
rut ,c,Ji'lte.' ,,acn ;c,i,,nn ,~ n,,:rn, 
nc,ic ;s, te.'DJ-riin:i u.>m 0,,:2,srn c,~o,;n 

5acic,, ,,:i:i, ~,.,, 

'5"t ,ire,,,:,c, L,i,;:, ':lY :lii'1 Cit' 511 M'i'1 i1.l~n 
. 5ac,",:i r,,r.,,ac5n ;,,nr,n ,,"~0 inM 
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'
1 on of 111.a11, can these bones live/ ... 0 Lord God, Thou knowest . ... A11d l 

will lay sinews 1'pon you. and will bring up fiesh upo11 J 011, and cot·er you with 

kin, and put breath in you, and ye shatl lfre . .. and tbel lit-ed, and stood up upon 

their feet."" exceeding great ho t. ''- Ezekiel 37. 

ttWe were bones, simply bones that muttered. Look at these bones now, these 

beaming faces. We have come to Eretz Israel to build and to be an example 

to the world." 

eyond the entrance to the 

Religious Youth Village lies 

their future. Their hearts 

aud eyes are turned to Kfar 

Amie/, Religious Youth Vil­

lage established by League 

for Religious Labor in Pal­

estiue. 



l THE BEGINNING 

FOR WHII T PURPOSE .1 

They carted to come in mall number rn 19.3-1, when Hider began hi mas per ecuriom of the 

J oming in large organized group . Having pent year~ in 

wandering through Europe, mo t of them wer phy ' ically and men rally ill. The grcateM per­

ccnrag cam from religiou home , and it wa 1mporranc co settle them in colonies with ,t 

r ligiou armo phere. The R Jigiou Youth illag, offered the phy ical care, the tr,1ined 

guidance. and the pirirual well-b ing they ne ded. Hapoel Hamiuachi is rhc only religiou, 

organization in Er tz I rael po e ing a number of colonies, an i thu having th<: facilities for 

ah. orbing the ·e childr n and making th m l . al, r I igiou . and productive Jew , at home in 

rheir Homeland. 

fiRIIDIJAT/i /IND IICH/Ellf T 
·eventy student~ and teacher went up on rhc land on Chanukah -699 ( 19.~8) to 

c cablish rhe fir t Religiow, Youth illage near Kfar Cha sidim. Toe.la). Kfor 

Hanoar Hadati is a real Yillage with a synagogue, a full agriculrural school. a 

dining hall, as embly hall, and a model farm. Two hundred and sixt, children. 

fifty reacher and nur e are hou ·ed in a number of large buildings and dormiwri('s . 

The course of tudy and training extends over two year . The day' program 1, 

divided equally between work and cud,. In addition to Bible. Talrnud. Jewish 

History, and general literature, rhey are g1v n an agricultural and trade cour e. 

Thi cover all a p ct of farming, dome tic cience, and a number of trade 

including carpentry, lock mithing. electricity. and ocher as ociated with th 

activitie. of the village. 

'J he tJu,ilit) of the R ·ligiou Youth Village is to he judge<l h) the f. n th,1t it~ 

graduate have become a viral pan of pioneer life in l: n: C7 I rael. 1mt of them 

have either formed eparate . ertlemcnc grou~. or ha Ye joined oth ·r idreml~ esc,1h­

li:h d Hapoel Hamizrachi colonie ·. Jn this manner, the Religious Youth Village 

ha become an important factor in agri ulrural pioneering . .'till other graduate, 

have setcled in the co,,,.ns where they an: doing productive work in industry. 

NEEDED-II EW VlllAGE 

from rhe rcligiou • point of view, the educational program serves to instill 

ct con ciou ne of th great Jewi.h heritage and of th rel~iou rc:sponsibilic} of 

the individual. In chi respect. the Religiou~ Youth Village ha, alre,u.h become 

,rn outstanding in titution in Erct1 hrael. 

Th ' propo ed Reli 7 iou~ Youth ' iJlage of Ktar miel "ill be estahli hed near the H,tpo<:I 

Hamizrachi colon of dei Yaakov, a a li ing memorial co Rabbi Avigdor Amici ~ ,, , r nowned 

holar and former hi f Rabbi of Tel- viv. It ill accommodate everal hundred children in 

,ix mod rn building in addition Lo a ho pirnl. synagogue, Khool, <lining room, recreation 

room , kitchen, and laundr . Thi pr j t "vill in ,)rp rat the mo c modern ar hitectural d<: ign 

and up-t -date ·aniracion fa ilitie at an rimatcd o c of ' 150,000. The need for the con~cruc­

cion of th village i ' mo t pr • ac chi time l ·cau e of the overcrowded hou ing condition'> 

in all coloni I o, n w childr n ar nt ring the country daily, and facilitie mu c be pro­

vided for rheir are. Th tabli hm nt of Kfor miel h~ the League for Religiou L1hor in 

P, I tin will h lp an wer chi need. 
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ST A TEMENT FROM CHIEF RABBI ISAAC HERZOG OF PALES TINE 

" I have vi iced and spoken at many settlement~, and I have become convinced chat one religiou~ 

agricultural settlement will bring about greater influence than hundreds of re olucion and speeche . 

"To our great orrow, the public ac large has not as yet recognized the effective influence of the 

religious worker in the building of our Land in the piric of our religion and tradition. 

' 'Hapoel Hamizrachi Youth Colonie are not only a necessity, buc an emergency, for che building 

of Eretz I rael in the piric of the Torah." 

~------------------------------------------------------ --
RELIG OUS ABO HELPS SA E THE JEWISH CH LORE OF ROE 

The future of the Jewish people lie in it youth. By rehabilitating the e refugee children, we are forcify­
ing the pillar upon which Israel' de tiny rest . 

The time is NOW to build for the future; co extend an immediate helping hand to th tragic and unfor­
runate victim of the world' greace t brutality; co wipe away the hame of the world ' greate t inhuman­
ity co man. 

Lee us build the Religiou You ch Village'. 

ontribute ) our share to 

LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS LABOR IN PALE TI E 

3 Park Row, New York , N. Y. 



BEEROTH 

YITZCHAK 

SETTLERS 

REJUVINATE 

THE DESERTS 

OF 

THE NEGEV 

BEERO~fl-1 
Yt~rzcrt;.\,< 

By 

H BBi Ml:IR ~HOL:Ht:'l'Mlt I [. t:. II. 

P BLI HED BY The Lcaguu For Huliqinus 
Labor In l:retz Israel, Inc. 
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I Tl Of U TIO 

I hal'e in mi11d ll'riti11g t wries of bmch11re.r de.,cribiug each 
of our religiom l thor .1ettlement.1 in lsrael. Thh i.1 the fin!. dnd 
I chose Beeroth Y itzch ,k becctlf\e it ll'<IJ a ceutr,d point from 
ll'0il ~' !he /1 r 1eli Armed forc c: 1 c:apt11re I the rc:ge l ' for J\1edi11a/ 
Yi1rt1 I. 

The materidl tl'a.1 gather cl c1nd .1electecl from z ario11r .io11rce.1. 
,md m 11ch 11al1h1b!e i11 formation ll 'cl.1 g ire11 Io nu: bJ• ch(t1 'erim of 
Reeroth Yitzchak. 

I take thi.1 opport1111it1y to expre.1s my rincere appreciation 
to l?. c1bbi D,trid Tel.mer and Dr. Jo.wph Ktt1ni11 t zkJ1 for th ir edi­
/ori{d c1.1.ri.rld1ffe. ,md 10 Celia Plotkin for 1ecrelarial help. 

M . .\. 

THE LO ATJO 

Be: ·roth Yitzchak i a religiou kvutz.1 ( coll cttve ettlement) of 
Hapo 1 Hamizrachi, located outhea t of the Beer h ba Hi rhw, y. Al­
though the territory allocated to Be roth Yitzchak i not . rnally con id­

t:red part of the N gev, the colony is on the boundary line of the region, 

and has some of the quaI iti peculi,. r to that area. 

(,aza is me of fr c ancient Phil isrinian cities. It is situat d a few 

kilometers north est of th colony, Beeroth Yiczchak. In King ol mon' 

h rs c;aza was conquered and held by non-Jews until retaken by Alexan f r 
Yanai <luring the p riod of the se ond Bet Hamikda h. lt boun<lari 
,1re considered Eretz Yisroel for Ternmah, Maaser and h 'it ( law 
which apply only to land con cerated a pan of the Holy Land). The fact 

that it i • mention d in the Talmud, a well as in later ourc how that 
Cna had a Je\l i h community for a long ti1l1e. A · a matt r of fact, the 

ruins of an old synagogue are still ta be found th "re. 

BIBLICAL BACKC,RO D 

In old n day , outhern Judea and the Land of the Phili tin w r 
non-Jcwi h terrimry. In the day of King David thi t rritory w, rn­
lubit d by both Phili tine · and J w:. Jo c ro rhe highw.1y l ading t 

;aza i th city of I ila mentioned in connection ,1.,ith the rru gl b -
tween I avid and King au] ( amu J 1, 2) ). Th boundari f King 
ol mon' King<lom xtended to aza a th Bibl • ay : ii C ~ r, ,_ ,, 

ii T --; i ~- ~ Fron, Tifsach to Gaza." To the ·ouch of K ila i Barur 
Chai] .1 Jewi h ettlem nt in th day of th econ j T mpJ and he, d­
quarr r of Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai an f hi, Bet Din prior to th 
I ~ tructi n. 



Rabbi 

Yitzchak 

Nissenbaum 

one of the 

veterans of the 

Mizrachi Mov -

ment, famous 

preacher and 

writer, wa!; mur-

dered by the 

Nazis in 1942. 

Beeroth Yitzchak 

is named 

in his memory 

THE ( OL) Y ' HI 'lORY 

B Troth Y tlllhak w.1~ nan ·d in m ·mor ' ot R.1bl 1 Y ttLL h.1k ,..., ·n-

b.1um. on • of the 1 1011c:ers o r he: 1 izr.t hi Im em ·nt in Poland who 

\\,ls killed by the ,lll'-1 \urrng che \\.lr . In 19-\') ch · kvull,t b th· nam • 

of R.unach H,1...,homron r<:lc:i, c: I a ~it· rn th • . homron .tr .t ne.1r P:ndt..., 

h.tn.t, and luring that u 111111<:· r tts mc:ml c:rs Ii v id ·d t hem...,cl \'(:. 1n to 

I.lb >r-grmq .tnd t.tn ·d ,, orking in the: or.1ngc grm • ..., of liom ron. 11:t v­

ing c: t.1blt ·hed then.., ·hes 111 this loc.dtt , thl'} d • 1 k:d to oml·tt th ·ir 

l.1bor-groupi., inco an in lc:pcndem, rc:lig1m,..., b utz.1, the l1r l of Its kind to 

b · • r.tbl I h<: I in homrnn. Lan I ,, .1 l urch,ts ·d , !mu • were ·rcu<:d and 

b · 19-\7 chc: l .unath H,t...,homron KHttL.t ,,.1 ll1 a 1os1t1on to .1c orn ­

mo Ltt • som<: ft:\, sLmt· of ·h.t\crim. Th,.., \\,t'-1 one of cl1e· vt·ttT\11 kvlllzoth 

of H ,t} oel H.uniLr,1 hi, and on of th· first hr.1nd1 ·s of Ro lg ·s, kncm 11 

.1 rhe "mmh ·r ot b uucnh ". 

For ·1ght long , ·,trs th· R.unath H.1shomron K, utz.1 ·ontinucl\ to 

II\ · m homrnn. t\ , .tri • { <xonom , ,v.1s ·sc.1bl1 hc:d .1nd tr.1d ·s \\CJ· d ·­

, ·lope: I But , ,ti., in all Ltbm-group of th· olontc:\, th· main ourll' of 

Ill om· w.t from outside work ) et, lunng all ch ·i., • ·,trs th • h >J ' ot 

the haluu:im ,, .ts .1 tolon o th ·tr m n' 



Originally, th y w re offer d a it in Galilee, but thi <lid not mat -
rialize, and they w nt to the Negev. It wa on th 23rd day of Che hv n 
5699 ( 1943 ), when thine n chaverim went out and ettled on a pare l 
of land outhea t of Gaza. Thi wa the beginning f xten ive coloniza­
tion in that ariJ and hi tori sector. Having acted a a pringboard to 
·ourh rn colonization B eroth Yitzchak j now urround d by widely 
di ·per d J wi h settlement in th Nege , including th Hap el Hamiz-
rachi coloni aa<l, T kun1ab and Kfar Darom. 

THE WATER PROBLEM 

olonization in the Gaza ecror differ from th, t 10 orb r part of 
the country. Th gr at t problem ha alway been and rill i WATER: 
it distribution and pr rvation for the umm r months. E en our fath r 
Abraham and I aac, ha l to ontend with thi • they dug well and f und 
wat r. We ar doing th same and, in addition we ar building dam and 
ci t rn and laying water pip . Yet thi problem will not be )lv d until 
a hug - cal irrigation pr gram i carried out. 

Although the olony wa t be of an agri ultural natur , ic b arne 
clear that a mixe i e onomy would have to b d. v loped s th, t empl y­
ment and income would be a sured in periods when a tivity in rhe field 
, a at a minimum. 

till, the b, i for ev n a mixed conomy is water a problem which 
pr nted it elf immedi, r ly upon th arrival of the fir t s ttl rs. Wh n 
th y found water after h ring ten meters de p, it was t o salty for either 
irinking r at ring purpo es. They mad a c nd attempt, boring ninety 
m t r d p. This time they found wat r flowing ar the rate of 90 mm. 
per hour and containing 900 miligram hJ rine i. . only a little salt. 
It wa decid d co u chi water. Thi local well put an nd to the chapter 
of carrying war r from Gaza, which th cha rim had been cl ing for 
a y ar and a h, lf. 

AGRI ULTURAL DIFFI ULTIE 

B roch Yitzchak wa giv n 11 000 dunams of land which ere di -
tributed into four bl c divid d by broad wadi ( streams which dry up 
during th umm r . ome of che areas w re about cw lve kilometer from 
the main colony. Whil chis appear to be a izeable area cultivation­
particularly in th fir t rag s-had to b ext nsi e due t0 the lack f 
water. The total rainfall in the Gaza sector r ach 3 50 mm. annually. 

Th s cond problem wa to determin hat type of vegetation would 
be mo t uitabl to th land. The earth had be n unculci aced for a long 



time. Pain raking an l rim ·-con umin , exp rirnenc w r carri l out 
until it a li cov r ·d , hich plant could be developed inc> markctabl 
pro iuc . The ·oil it If \ as g > Kt ho e r an l it re p mde l co ch c nder 
ar >f th chaluczim. 

Ther • ar • va t indu ·tri. l an l ·onomic p ibilitie in chi territ r . 
Wh n wa s and m an ar • found co , dd n )Ugh \1 m r to th • thir t land 
in the m, ny drought y ar and when th rainfall i • in uf 1 ·ienc, it wi11 
undoubtedly b com the gr. nary of the country. Furthermor , w • know 
from the Torah that "it ton are iron an<l from ic- hill you ·h. ll h w 
·01 p ·r. .. 

TRATEGI IG IFI A 

·olonization in th ge , l oh, politi ·al and cracegic i 1nificanc . 
Thi trip of land i ch bri l r ben een I rn l , n i that rriangu lar corn r 
bord ring audi Arabia ·ind- more imp re, nc- the Red ea ( Aq, b, -
Eilat ). lt i th conn ccin r link betw n our ncighb( r to the uch and 
outhe, t and our 1 e . A compact group of Jewi h c >l mi in thi pare 
f th country m an pror ction of it border for rhe b undary lin b -

rwc n I rael , nd E 1ypc and Tran -Jordan i not an ima ,inar lin m 
th ma1 ! 

CON TRUCTION OF THE AMP 

The c m tru ti n of th kibbutz camp it lf wa po tp ne<l b au 
th 1 i c of land de ignared for chi purp wa • • ccupied by th Briti h 
Military an 1 , n t relea ed until 194 as were WOO dunam urr und-
ing it- the latt r b in r rn t uitabl for int n i c I nizacion. Fin, lly 
in 19 /. 5 ·on truction of th camp be ,.an and th tran fer f h kvutza 
from Parde hana co Be roth Yirzchak wa c mp] t d. Maintenance of 
the t o eparare camp had been a burd n on the k utz". Th um of 
··rn O coupl d with the gr '- c effort of che memb r , w re in t d in 
he buil ling f th camp and th pur-ha )f machin ry nd ch r 

nee m . 

IGHBOR 

The hi th ay to B ~er heba ( 25 kilomer r away) pas by the 
cam1. There i a all y nearby named Um Ger r the ground of which 
is being w I t away by che rain . Thi i the am ' G rar" where Father 
l:.ta • Ii ed. Th inhabitant of the i in icy are Bed uin wh Ii in tents 
an l rni • cattle· they al o p > land and till it. 

Th r " i an Arab orang 
ar v at r d from a well containing 
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ineyard n ar the c I ny whi h 
00 miligram hlorine. 



THE HEROIC WAR 

)t l 'Lia! 1gmhl,tn<.e 1 ch .. I ,lrt Beer )th YJCz<.h,1k 1 la 'td in th 
\\ ,tr. For ,l long rim • th • .. ct! ·ment w ,1 b • 1 ·g .. l b ' Eg I ti,ll1 run 
moum ·d on one: of the nearby trong Joint . The: 1 on- ,mbacant j >j ula ­
r ion , ,15 · , ,l(_u,ne I emir .. n th<: l.t. r m >m ·nc. Most of the: building , er .. 
t<:stro • { amon r chc:111 th · hildr , n · hou • , ,tnJ the , ,1ter row ' r. Th · 
·nr ir • r >p in the fields wa. d ·str > • l ,\11 l th • dam a , • 

Th · ,t ·wal act,llk began on Thur i.1 ·, Ma • 15th l 9•17 . k 

in th • mt rn ing f >ur en ·my plan • .toe me l down lr >pping l • co hirt 
bomb. w1rhin an hour. Thi wa imm ·di,1r l f >llow ·d b helling fr m 
h '.l\ • gun. for . '\ ·r.d h >ur , making it imp . ·ible f >r our people co l .. ,l e 
th ·1r h ·le ·r. . Me,u while C\ o armored olumn of th · enc:m ' ap1 r >, heJ 

th<: olon • from th • north ,rnd ·outh .,._, • ·c. Th vere fc II \\' .. { b an '. ti -
mar • I I 000 infancr m ·n 

)ne 1 os1t1on inlluding ,lll >f it dd nd r • \\ a 

tanb ,md liquidat ·tl. By 10 >' le ·k in rhc.· morning th 
\\1th111 th · g,1te >f the <.oJ n 1• Th ;i. ater w 11 .1 

crenlhc: wer • fl > >de i .ind b ame so rnudd th t it 

· t rm ·<l by ·n ·1 1y 

·nem ' \ .ilr a {y 

hie b ·h ·11 . Th 
a di Ii ult ro main-

tain l mta t. Furrh rmore th sup1 I of 'Hit >m • 11 1 t 

.md ,tt first >ur h.iv ·rim lud co fi ,1u \ ·ithout th m. 
111 <:nrrenc.hm r him ·J i1- th · 1r. t ro u h u '-, h ·n r I r a 
g1v ·n co r ·er ·at co i.nn ·r lo ition . A fierc • hand-to-han<l 1 du n ur d, 
in h1 ch rhe l ,11 rnmrnand r \ a~ vmm l ·d ,ind hi Ii uten. nt kill J . 

he ' acer TO\\ er- lain ra • 111 P a<.uune . . Ftr r Tar •ec uf .tr 



Dinin_g Room- Built tor Peale . . . D '\tro ·ed h • l1n,1der 

For. tim' our chaverim f >ught 1 1rlH ur an ord ·rl , command. An . ( . , 
va. s ·nc out, and rh an ·, er came: "Hold on; rein fore ·mcnc ,1r • <.oming. 

Our ·hav rirn continued to hold their p 1sirion ·, rc1 ul ·ing the rq '-ll ·d 
.ma ·ks of tbe E 1yp ian ..... om nf the rn ·mb ·r • b _.~an cl -.1n i ng ch • h '.t • 

gun . Another . 0. . wa: ent nut, to 1; hi ·h the: rq ly \\',l. : "R ·infor(.(: 
rnent are on the w,1y." Th_. def _.nders were c:1Kourag • l ,tn i in r ·,t\l'd 
ch ir fir , pr v ·ntin r the a<lvanc • of ch " enemy. ~ mearcd ,vilh mud, >,ih:d 
to h • bone thir cy, hungry, exhausted b sll'el k:s~ night~. our <..ha\ Tim 
\ •ich:too i ch ord ·al \ •ith gr ·~lt heroi. ffl. )n • of th<.: havcrin , although 
h • wa. incxpcricc c • l in ch h.1ndling < f weq on~ ( hi~ jol w.1~ to 01 cr.tt • 
rh • \' ir~I •• ), ·tart d co rnk • aparr ,H d ·l •,rn the ,turnmati<. rifle:~ v1th the: 
aid of a hand-bo )k. He u<..<..ccdcd in putting them to get hu, an l th • , 
were imme 1iat ly 1 ut o us , . J itting mur l ,rnu: fir· :lt rhc: ·n 'my . 

. cc n 1 chave:r, a :harp :hooter, srood hr si uHl~ • ucive hour" 
firing armor-pi rcing bull ·t. at the Egyptian ranks, disregarding th ,1u 

cl1.1t on all ·i le · of him chav ·rim f ·11 ar l ver • wound ·d u h f ·arl ·<;,. 

h roi . m w.: ,d. o ','hibite l b th· girl. \\ ho r ·m,un ·d .H rhc <.amp. Th· , 
main aincd ·onta ·r b tw • ·n th l ·f ·nd ·r~ b dragging ,,. '<lpon. from or e 

J o. irion to • noth r. 

frer d ci li1 g to tran r th· c.ommand ro a mor • s • ur l lat , th · 
havcrim removed the wire! • from it. origin.ii l lac •. H< w ·v r, . in c 

rhe could not p 1t it tog ·ch ·r auain, ·onran vith th out id· , as dis­

nq tc: I. Thi wa fraught with dang r. ( It wa. lat r l arr el that th· . il ·n<. • 
of B r th Yitz h k ~, .. k n . a I n f it f. ll th E ,_, ptwn . . ) h 
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wirclc -- was th ·rcfor • t.lken b·1ck t) it · original pl.1 ·e ,rnd Lonr.1ct \\' ,ls 

renewe L ch ird cm rg m:y call wa enc and ch an. w r c.1mc in : "Rein­
forcement · arc appn a hing." Thi n w rreatl in I i r ·d t ht w , .. lr I I ·­
f nd r , es1 cially after the ob rvation po t r ported chat ·ocmy pl.m , • 
w re acra ·king a n arby po irion. It \: a nO\ under cool by .111 char th~· 
i p rate ly ne d d r inforc ffl nt had arrived. 

Ar S o'clock in th ,1frernoon n w • came that the 1un • of the rcin ­
f r • m nc had b n placed in po ition and that ic wa ne • • .. ,uy to guid • 
th ir fir . Th enemy' po 1t1on a pointed out : at chat moment h • \ ,1s 
arranging hi column for a d ci i e on lL ught with th aid of . rrong 
rm red for e and a great numb r of infantry. Th defender ·. having 

n olidat d their po ition , now op n d hea y fir < n the atra ·ker .. The 
fir c hell of the r infor m nts fell at about 6 o'clock. It impact was 
trem ndou and th n my b ·am confu ed. Thi ~ a imm diatcl fol ­
lowed by a rain of hell which hit their mark. 

Th Egyptian b gan a di orderly retr at. The armor ~ l v hide: · ran 
for co er nd th infantry w -1 in a panic. Tho who entrenched them­
elve in th h )ll e 1 aid d arly before having a chanc to e ·cape. The 
nemy wa ·Jeared out, and e ery on of the camp' po it ion wa, rc:cq -

cured. Th E ,.yptian debacl , a con1plett~ th y I ft b hind th m _(){) 
<lea l and large quantiti of , eapon an l ammunition. 

The kvutza u rained hea y losse : e nt en ( 17) dca 1 and twenty 
{ _Q ) woun d. Among those v ho fell w re pionc r m mb r. and Lim i ly 
m n. 

ner I iew of the etrlem nc 
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