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SU ITE 2704 

HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
41 EAST 57 "!..!:' STREET 

NEW YORK 22 . N. Y. 

ELooRAoo 5 - 11 s2 August 12, 1957 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman 
Board of Governors 
Israel Bonds 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

I have been asked to become Honorary Chairman of the American 
Committee for the observance of the 10th anniversary of the 
founding of the State of Israel. I have agreed to accept this 
responsibility. 

I am now writing you to ask you to serve on this Committee as 
an Honorary Co-Chairman. This will not involve any effort on 
your part other than that which you might be willing to make 
because of your own interest in this undertaking. Honorary Co
Chairmen will be members of an Advisory Council. 

I hope you will agree to serve. This 10th anniversary will be 
noted throughout the world, preeminently, of course, in Israel. 
But the rest of the world, especially the Viestern world, has a 
deep spiritual as well as a temporal reason to take appropriate 
notice of this 10th anniversary of the re-birth of this ancient 
state, whose roots are common with those of Western civilization 
itself. As the land of the Bible was the cradle of the spiritual 
heritage of all of us, it is todR,y the foothold and the focus of 
the forces of freedom and democracy in the Middle East. 

Today, Israel is one of the world's most dynamic symbols of man's 
capacity to create and build, despite danger and adversity, given 
the will and the passion for creation -- and for freedom. 



This 10th anniversary observance will be an opportunity to stress 
the need for peaceful progress, and the factors which make for 
peace, progress, and justice in the Middle East. It will be an 
occasion to emphasize the community of interests which bind Arabs 
and Jews, and Americans, too, in the dynamic search for peace. 

America's security interests are involved in the Middle East as 
never before. And America's special role in the creation of the 
State of Israel should not be forgotten. 

ill this is why I have agreed to help organize an J.merican Committee 
to celebrate Israel's 10th anniversary in the United States. The 
emphasis will be on the values I have tried to outline in this 
letter. The program of specific activities to be made part of this 
observance remains to be worked out. You may have some ideas on 
this subject. I hope that a meeting of the Advisory Council can be 
arranged in the Fall, at which ideas for the observance can be 
discussed. 

I do hope you will agree to serve as an Honorary Co-Chairman, and 
lend the weight of your prestige to this important undertaking. 

Yours very sincerely, 

/1..._.1.Jrl'-'C../U~~a.....,L---# ~-E3'~---

Herbert H. Lehman 
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nator Herbert H. Lehman 
bl Eaat 57th . treat 
New' lork 22, 1e ork 

Yy dear nator ns 

eptember 3, l.9S7 

Please pardon the dela in answer·ng your kind letter of ugust 
12th. I have returned, ·ust a tew ye ago• fr urope. 

I ahall, of course., st 1.a JPY to 
of the JMP.rjcan Co i t .for ,,he obs 
eaey o.f the found;n . of t : t t, of 

1 h all good wishes permit e t.o reu.a 

( norElFi hairman 
l)th anniver-

AHSsal ABBA filLL I SIL 



SUITE 2704 

ELDORADO 5 · 1182 

HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
41 EAST 57 !.!:' STREET 

NEW YORK 22 . N. Y. 

September 91 1957 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silftr 
THE TEMPLE 
Eut 105th Street at .lnael Road 
Cleveland 5, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silvers 

I vu very- happy to have your letter of 
September 3rd, accepting.,. inri.tation to aerve 
as an Honorary Co-Chai.man of the Allerican Cala
ittee tor Israel's Tenth .lnnivenar., observation. 

I a look:ing forward to our collaboration. 

With beat wishes, I remain 

Sincerely, 

/~ 
Herbert H. Lehman 
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SUIT£ 1120 • 120 £AST 56TH STR ET· NEW YORK 22 N Y • PLAZA 1 - 6550 

January 15, 1958 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

·rhe formation of the American Committee for Israel's Tenth Anni
versary Celebration, of which you are a member, is virtually 
completed; some 500 truly distinguished Americans noYr constitute 
it. 

We have been moved to organize this Committee by ad sire to utilize 
the landmark of ten years of nationhood for Israel to advance the 
cause of peace in the Middle East, a cause with which our own na
tional security is intimately bound up. 

Since last I wrote you, the tensions in the .liddle East have not 
abated. Indeed, they have grovm apace and are dorainated today by 
the aggressive thrust of Soviet Russia into the area. Increasingly, 
the Middle , ast is the world's chief tinderbox, which could touch 
off an atomic war; the birthplace of civili1oation could also become 
the jumping-off place for the destruction of civilization. 

1 e must do what we can to forestall this danger. Here at home, we 
must turn the spotlight of public attention on the present perils, 
and mobilize all possible resources of public opinion for programs 
which will bring to this area peace and stability in a framework of 
freedom and justice. 

To these tasks the Tenth Anniversary Committee is dedicated. I 
should like very much for all of us who are members of the American 
Committee to meet to discuss the various plans being projected to 
advance this cause. I am therefore calling a luncheon meeting to 
take place on Thursday, February 27th, at 12:30 o'clock, at the 
Hotel Pierre in ew York. 

If would give me great pleasure if you could arrange to be present 
on that occasion as my guest. I have asked Governor~- Averell 
Harriman, 1. r. Ogd n Reid, Publisher of the New York Herald Triu me, 
and layor Robert F. Wa8f1er, amonb others, to address us briefly on 
the subject matter at hand. 

Your early acceptance would be gratifying . 

ith kind regards, 

dt 



Hon. Herbert H. r..taan 
American CCIIIDittee tor 

April 3, 19S8 

Israel'• 10th Aminrear., Celebration 
Suite 1120 
120 East S6th Street 

ew York 22, New Tork 

Uy dear Senator lebmant 

I deeply appreciate yoo.r letter ot h 30th and your gracioua 
inrltation to attend the ceremony at Independence Hall in 
Philad•lph1a, marking the 10th AnniYere~ ot the founding ot the 
StAte of Ierael. 

It would haYe giTen me great pleasure in ed to attend thi• 
oeremor17, bit I will be in I1rael at that time, returning the 
first week in • 

l th warmeet re garde and all good 1li she•, I remain 

Moet cordially your■, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVDl 

P .s. Plean include • aoni your boat• ot friend throughout the 
nation who rejo1oed on the occasion ot 7ou.r Both birthday. 
llay our HeaYenly Father voucbate 7011 health and wll-baiq 
through the oncoming yeara. You haw meant much to all of 
ua. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

March 30th, 1958 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

On April 24, at 2:00 P.M., there will be a ceremony at I nde
pendence Hall and at Independence Square in Philadelphia, 
marking the 10th anniversary of the founding of the State of 
Israel. 

Participants in the program will include former President 
Harry s. Truman and Ambassador Eban and will feature a two
way radio exchange between President Truman and Prime Minister 
David Ben-Gurion. 

The event in Philadelphia is t he opening program in a series 
under the auspices of our Colllfflitt ee to signalize Israel's 
10th anniversary and to underscore the community of interests 
which unites this small demcracy with our country and with the 
free world. 

As one who played so important a role in helping to bring about 
the establishment of Israel, it would be a very great pleasure 
to have you attend the ceremonies in Philadelphia as our guest. 
I hope you will tell me that this is possible. 

We are arranging for a special train to take those who will be 
coming from New York to Philadelphia. The City of Philadelphia 
is giving a luncheon to the national officers of the American 
Conunitt e and t he guests of honor, of whom I hope you will be 
one. This will take place at 12:00 o'clock at the Hotel Warwick. 

It would be most gratifying to know that we shall have the 
pleasure of participating together in this important celebration. 




