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LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES 8: SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

CABLE ADDRESS " LEBEC" 

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHiCAGO 

October 30 , 19r3 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 27th 
instant and appreciate your generous words . 

Whether I will accept the chairmanship or 
not is now completely dwarfed by the amount of 
work that is thrown upon me to try to keep the 
discordant Jewish elements in line until we can 
try to organize a general meeting. It was my idea 
that the indictments against Nazi Germany should 
be several and not confined to the grievances of 
the Jews--which, God knows,are terrific. The Nazi 
Germans here are trying to make out that this so
called boycott is a Jewish one in answer to the 
German boycott against the Jews on April 1st last. 
It seems to me to be the part of wisdom to organ-
ize in Chicago on a much larger scale , freed from 
the possible charge of a purely retaliatory measure 
and,if we can get that larger group to call a big 
meeting, adopt a strong but comprehensive resolution, 
that will furnish the basis for any and all action 
of the Jewish groups thereafter. 

I am in favor of prompt and vigorous resist
ance to the limit. I am also in favor of using 
our best judgment in the manner in which it is 
done. A little later I will send you copy of the 
proposed resolution. This thing is taking up so 
much of my time that I find it next to impossible 
to do anything else. What I would have to do if 
I accepted the chairmanship, I can't quite conceive. 

With warm personal regards, 

Salmon 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

SOL K 
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LEv1NsoN BECKER G1LBERT PEEBLEs a sw1REN 
./ 

AT'tORNEYS AND CO U N SELORS 

CABLE ADDRESS "LEBEC" 

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

November 10, 1933 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

I appreciate your letter of the 8th inst . 
and am grateful for your magnanimous words . 

We have not fixed the exact date for the 
meeting because I want to have 25 or 30 repre
sentative and outstanding Chicago citizens, men 
and women, as the initial personnel of our 
Committee before calling the meeting . There will 
be about three-fourths Christians, mainly Protes
tants and Catholics, and one-fourth Jews . 

The various Jewish groups bave been most 
considerate in yielding to my urgent judgment 
that no resolution be passed by them until the 
major body is set up and action taken, after 
which the path will be free for them . 

In my theoretical planning I .u1uch desired 
to have you one of the guest speakers . But I am 
ashamed to say that , at le .... st among some of our 
sixty rabbis here , there crops out a most unworthy , 
sometimes ill- concea l ed , envy--which , though 
perhaps a bi t natural , is almost inexcusable in 
the face of this great cause . However , I know 
you will not misunderstand my intense desire to 
have this who l e meeting dominated by Gentile 
expression and sentiment , because we are being 
watched by the Nazi spies, and I am trying to 
cover our tracks in every way t o prevent the 
distortion of the movement . Indeed , I have put 
up to a number of my Christian friends as to 
whether I , being a Jew , ought t o be chairwan OL 
such a committee. 1 have urged them to be 
perfectly frank in view of the unprecedented 
crisis wnich conrronl,S us all. 'l1hey have a.Li 
replied in the s ame way, so that I reel under a 
necessity lf' the call continues,to a ct as chair
man . I have insisted , however , that we must have 
a pr esident instead of trying to rely upon a 
vice-chairman. I have proposed Paul Hutchinson, 
managing editor of The Christian Century and 
t his suggestion has met with favor among the Jews . 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & $WIREN 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver -2- November 10 , 1933 

I am not sure just what we will do , but are planning 
to have as guest speakers, if we can get them , 
Untermyer, La Guardia and ¥illiam Green . If it 
were advisable to add you I should call the list 
perfect . I know of no one who woulo be more effec
tive , both in eloquence and in content, than you . 
So much respon -i bi li ty has been thrust upon me that 
I 11 take time out '' (a la football) to think out the 
strategy, especially in view of the terribly mlxed, 
conflicting and almost chaotic sentiment among our 
Chicago Jews . 

There has been considerable opposition to 
Untermyer among the 11 upper crust11 for not very 
good reasons so far as I can discern . I know of 
nobody who could (or would) have done such grand 
work as Untermyer . He is 75 years old , is carrying 
on other colossal matters at the same time, and giving 
himself without stint of personal effort or money 
to this vital danger to the Jews . 

For your confidential eye , and not to be used 
or shovm, I enclose copy 01· resolution I prepared 
that has met with favor. There is implicit in this 
resolution my idea of the management and wisdom of 
handling the situation . Doubtless you can make some 
ameliorating suggestions . 

I have inquired of two proposed members or our 
Committee who ought to know about the American Legion 
and Spanish-American war veterans . TheJ say the oppo
site is true, and that the Illinois Legion has passed 
a resolution to boycott Germany . 

Two days ago I was advised by the editor of an 
important newspaper here to get Lutherans on our 
Committee . I shall take that up, but I must brlng 
the thing to a head , as time is oozing and this pretty 
much monopolizes all my time and strength . Usually, 
for some reason or other, when I get into a thing 
entirely too much of the work and responsibility is 
put upon me . I do not ·nind it , except there is al
ways the fear of failure and, especially, delay . 

I am in correspondence with Mr . Untermyer and 
our views are substantially in accord . I am sure the 
same may be said of you . 
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Dr . Abba Hillel Silver -3- November 10, 19rz ;s 

I do not • nt you to bet the lmpression that 
there aren ' t a fine lot of rabbis here that would 
love to have you come . I am illerely trying to 
avoid the kind of "spiritual stil ett o work" that 
has been used against me from the same quarters . 
Of course I realize that in great affairs we can 
not take account of small people or .small qu~litle· . 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
705th Street & Ansel Road 
Cl evel ·nd , Ohio 

SOL K 

Sincerely yours , 

~ 
O. )evinson 
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LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES 8. SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSE L ORS 

Dear Raboi Silver: 

CABLE ADDRESS •·LEBEC .. 

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

NoveLl~er 27 , 19Z 

~e were deli~hted to rec lve your last 
telegra~, reading as fol~o~s: 

Please let me knovv exactl hen and wher 
pl~ne lan sand , if at all possible, 

ave my car there . I am not sure 
of this beccuse Colonel Robins and Eev . John 
Hcynes Holmes will be with us and I may not 
be able to manage it . 

In any event , we w nt top y all your 
expenses . Your coming is a source of pride 
and joy to the Committee. 

I want to see as much of you as possible . 
Perh ps you can dine with us unday evening . 
At that time we hope also to have the ple sure 
of dining Holmes and Robins . 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th' Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland , Ohio 

SOL K -

Sincerely y 
(t 

Salmon O. LJ inson 



V h r 29, 1933. 

r. Salmon o. Levinson, 
1 lorth La Sa le Str et, 
Chica.•o, Ill. 

de r r. Levinson1 

It ba1 occurred to me tha.t it would be 
highly advisable to . t on you:r nro am naxt 
Sundq afternoon, rom1n nt r,.pre~enti~t1v of 
the .American Fed r tion of Labor. 'l'he d r a tion 
baa ofticia.117 one on record ae ndorain the 
boycott. If th re 1• import \ off icial of 
the .Ar.i rican Le ion in Chic go , it 1 t be f'll 
to have him p • on tht11 !Ubj ct f r <i ting 
l s1 propa 7anda in the United St te1 . in keeping 
with th r olution doted oy ~on ·ention of 
the L@ ion. 

But th n ac au.re th: t you ve in 
all proo -bilitJ alread.7 conaid red th ae matt.era. 

i th 11 ood wiahes. und 1 Ol 1ng forw' rd w1t,h 
pl a.sure to eeeing 7011 on Sand I r emain 

Very c rdially your, 

AHS: 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES 8. SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

Dear R· boi Silver : 

CABL.E ADDRESS .. L.EBEC" 

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

Dee ~e1 a , 1a3~ 

~nclosed fina c.ti~pings from our NOnday 
morning papers - -the Chlcai;o Tribune u.nl the 
Herald & Ex~illiner . onduy ' s Ne~ York Times 
yJu 1ave doubtless seen vith its two or mo~e 
columns . 

Tne reacti ns since h~ve been! ost en
courdging . So m&ny eople were tririlled and 
your wind-up was just as ne~rly pcrf Las it 
could e . 

I ho e y u h1..1.d a ni e visit wi tn ulr . 
Unterwycr . 

Mrs . Levinson and I ,re leaving for 
Floridu and 7a. Shinbt-Jn to,ao row nig t and .ill 
be ;one ten d,ys or so . I the meantime , I am 
doint~ \:n, t I ccin to .Keep the Co . .c1.1i t tee ' s acti vi
ties keyed up . I am ciui te tired vi th tryin 
to cle· ·· n uo my accu~1ula tei vor~{ and ,,vi t h the 
nervou let-down followin ' the str~in I w s unde 
for so .n1....ny -veeks . I presume more phle6ma ti 

an would have 0onc th1 out,h with it rL thout 
nervousness . 

ilver , 
'V'i th er onu.l re bL..rd s to you und rs . 

Sincerc:l yours , 

Sal.non O. 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St . at Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland , Ohio 

SOL K- enc. 
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LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES 8c SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

CABLE ADDRESS .. LEBEC" 

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

January 16, 1934 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In cleaning out one of my congested desk 
drawers, I find an article in the N.Y. TI ES of 
May 12, 1933. It features Baker ~s the leader 
in the movement of the National Conference of 
Jews and Christians and quotes him as follows: 

"I feel quite sure that I express 
on behalf of both Catholics and 
Protestants a warm sympathy for 
American Jews who are especially ag
grieved at these reports. 11 --

referring to the newspaper and other reports, 
including one from James G. McDonald. 

By the way , this same newspaper contains a 
story from London of the interview between Lady 
Asquith and Dr. Alfred Rosenberg, which, doubtless 
you saw at the time. 

One of the prominent Standard Club members, 
who rather vigorously opposed the boycott and 
who is closely connected with the American Jewlsh 
Committee of New York, today sent me a check for 
$200 . This is one of the men that I had the talk 
with on Saturday preceding my talk with you here 
on Sunday. This would seem to indicate that I 
shall get some help from that quarter , although 
it has been very slow. I am determined not to 
belittle myself but to rely upon those people 
who have sou1e comprehension of the super-vital 
issues at stake. 

If any of your sermons or speeches re the 
Nazis have been published I would like whatever 
you have. But don't go to any trouble or expense. 

I just read this morning the confidential and 
non-circulated statement gotten out by the American 
Jewish Committee argufying against the boycott. 
Have you seen it? 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & SWIREN 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver -2- January 16, 1934 

I am making good headway as fast as I can get at these people who are laboring under the fallacies of the situation . 

Salmon 0 . Levinson 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St . at Ansel Road 
Cl eveland , Ohio 

SOL K 
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LEVINSON SECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

CABLE ADDRESS "'LEBEC" 
TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

January 19, 1934 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Pursuant to your request, I enclose the 
printed circular explaining the position of the 
American-Jewish Commi t tee on boycott, or, as they 
say, "organized Jewish boycott. 11 The letter send
ing it on says : 

"This was gotten up for circulation 
among our members , but,in order not to 
inject a note of discord into Jewish 
life, it was decided not to circulate it. 
It strikes me that it might be well to 
pass it on for the confidential informa
tion of Mr. S. O. Leviru5oo.. 11 

The letter was written by Morris Waldman . 

PLEASE BE SURE TO RETURN THIS AS EARLY AS 
POSSIBLE. I am only sending it to you because I 
think you ought to have it at once and make such 
excerpts as you care to from it. 

I notice the names of Albert D. Lasker, 
James H. Becker , James Davis, of Chicago, and can 
see how I originally dealt with people who are ab
solutely corrunitted against boycott. In other words, 
I did not know, in my newness to the situation, 
what I was going up against. 

Also, for your personal information, Mr . Sol 
Kline, to whom Mr. Waldman was writing and who be
longs to the other group, sent me a check for $200. 
James H. Becker telephoned me yesterday that he 
would be in today with his personal check. Thus 
the thing is thawing out. 

I also notice t he name of Lessing Rosenwald, 
chairman of Sears Roebuck in this list. From our 
information (and we are in correspondence) Sears 
Roebuck & Company are handling and buying German 
stuff. What do you know about it, and what ought 
to be done? 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St. at Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland, Ohio Levinson 
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LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

CAB L E ADDRESS " L BEC" 

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 6130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

February 1, 1934 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

I have been away and am just able to nswer 
your letter of January 29. Thanks for returning 
the paper of the A. J.C . Every now and a ~ain I heu1 
of Jews that are righting me on t his thing and I 
try to run them to earth by a personal conference . 

I oppo sed Dr . Yard 1 s asking you to address a 
meeting here . I told him you vere giving an enor-
mous amount of your time to the Ne i York and Clevel~nd 
committees , also taking Untermyer's plctce in his ab
sence . However, they want to talk the matter over 
with me , v1hich we 1v ill do later . I quite agree with 
you that if you come here to raise money part of it 
ought to go to your work, particu~arly to your Cleve-
land or6aniz ..... tion . It woul be omewh t of an impositi .Jn 
on you otherwise. 

I would like to be put on them iling list of 
your Economic Bulletin if you think it 1ould be of help . 

Meantime , we are getting along pretty ell 
despite the slovmess of the financial returns. I have 
about reached the conclusion that not one Jew in ten 
r eally understands the situation as it is . 

One of these days I am going to deliver the best 
speech I can on the following proposition: The huge 
sum of money bein raised solely for the urpose of 
ssisting refugees, actual and potential, as James G. 

McDonald 1 s c 11 for 5 million dollars, i pur el hum ni
t .ri n . It does not touch the issue . It does not co e 
ith Hitler or Naziism. The now 8000 Christi&n pastors 

in Germany are fighting Hitler and should be helped . 
You are fi ghting Naziism; v~e are fighting it . But the 
money paid for refugees is in its effect a great relief 
to Hitler himself . If the people he has brut· lly treated, 
economically strangul&ted, and exiled , volunt rily or 
involuntarily , are taken care of by the other Jev1s of 
the world , his quasi-conscience is not troubled and he 
will have accomplished his purpose . 

It also hast o other bad effects : It sho s other 
countries how they can cut dovm unemployment through 
anti-Semitism without doing any urave harm because the 
Jews of the wo1ld will finance these emigrants . It also 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & $WIREN 

Dr. bbba Hillel Silver -2- Febr ' 1, l(,lr; 4 Ucl j, J 

involves the effect of these tens o thousands of 
incre~sing refugees on public sentiment in lioeral 
countries in which they seek asylum . 

Of course I do not, as a hum n bein~, obj~ t 
to the work of relief, but I insist that it doec 
absolutely nothin6 to solve this vital proole . It 
really intensifies it . For if Hitler succeeds anti
Semitism will inevitably spread and the palliative 
may thus ultimately agbravate the disease. 

I want you to put your unusually fine ind to 
the questlons I thus raise and let me .. ~now what Jou 
thlnk about them . If the Jews of the world have got 
to continue this process, it will take hundreds of 
millions of dollars to do it if Hitler is sue essful . 
There is a time to fight nd a time to pr~y . I am 
afraid the Jews too frequently et rid of serious 
duties by the sheer giving of money . I sent on \500 
from ivlaine this summer for the refu6ee fund, so I am 
questioning my o~n action. In any event, givinb for 
relief is not enough . 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St . and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

SOL K 
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Dr. Abba H llel Silver, 

The M!:!y flowP.r, 
WPqhlGgton, D. C. 

rebr uary 16, 18~4. 

The Temple, East 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. cilver: 

I havP been ~.way a.lmo~t ever since your lat 

letter reached me in Chicago. My time is so engrossed that 

I will not be able to write the article you want at least for 

an indefinite period. However, I have discussed the matter 

with William HArd, the well-known magA7.ine And newspaper man, 

and I think he will be glad to write ~n article along that 

and other lines. He has a very gre t kno, ledge of the German 

situation, having been in Germany a good deal in the la~t two 

years, a.nd he is always intensely interested in que stions of 

libertf and democracy. I wish you would write to him at 1028 

Connecticut Avenue, Washinaton, D. C., giving him perhaps a 

little wider scope on an article than I would do. I will take 

care of the payment for the rticle. 

Yours most sincerely, 

Chica _o address: 
On Nort' La ~al le 2tr8et. 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNS E LORS 

C AB L E AD D R ESS "LE BEC" 

TELEPHON E C EN T RA L 8 130 

ONE NORTH LA SALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 
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ion iv ·dOl' h vhile for -ha. r :..a son c. lo ,_ . 

do·ever , I h~ve oeen hbl~ to ,orl 
;i • 1,he Fr ✓11cn ore ef ·ec L V81.V fo1· ..:iome 
re' S 1J!1 than wi_ th any oth .r • a i Jn . \ e 0 1.,ill 
lluv 0 )UJ' di.1 fere 1c.;es but ouin'-'~ 1..,0 Jresent •...> 

conoiL-iu11s I 1.·_, L 1..,~1at I CJul,l 1.uv r·e.L\1..;e 
sue:~ ct 1· ffei~ect hon r , • 1th u . T hod 1 a· e 
u my ,1ind tnC,4t, in my ·k, I did not 
r c:. n t t 1 o c .Ln t 1 e li 1 ht o .L a ff e c t e d 
f\ ... vo1" oly or unf::1.vor'.lbl"' c-... n.r ::. rticul· 1· 
r1 t Lon . ,u t t,1c r:1 t ..... c '10.s u set f., 

6 o d . • ny of m. ~ :... ) 1 P. 

I a_ off tor a ~le vucati n to 
Au usta , Ueo:r·bi_3. , whence I h )pe to rot 1rn 
:. • th r ener·ed e11er ·y . 

Dr . ...bo<-o. H Lll .1 Sil er 
E, s ... 1 t 8 • . ~.n e 1 r 

... CA. 

Cle -c1 :...1 d :- Ohto 

SOL Y 



• Salmon o. Lnlnaon, 
1 Ror\h La Sall• S\net., 
Chl~, Illlnola. 

clear • 1.e•lnaoa: 

ch as. 1934 

I eacloalnc herewith '11e ar\lcle which I 
recelftd from r. 1111• Bard. h'aDkl.7, I do no\ 
lcnow wha\ \o do wl th 1 t.. l \ 1 a cer\ainl7 not \he 
Jcln4 of an ar\lcl which - abould prln\ l• OlU" 
•er.ODOlll1C ballet.la.• 

!ha aubJect of \he 'bo7cott, l • tr•ted only 
lnclden\allT. 1'hereu r. d 1• deflnltel7 op-
po \o t.he lntroductlon oft.he '1'14lnp Beaolu\lon 
1D the Seate, •• well u to the Dlckateln ln•••t.1-
p\lon whlch haa been ordered b7 the Houe. I haft 
DO quarrel with hl• phlloaopb71 but lf loglcall7 
followed through, \he J••• of rlca abould do 
no\hlng DI-A-DI Germany but ahollld con\ell\ th 
••1••• wl\h educating people againa\ the doctrine 
of raciali•• 

I lllce 7our Juclpen\ ln the \t.er. 1t.h all 
good wl abea, I remain 

.61l:.U 
Cl. 

fry alncerel7 70'U'a, 
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LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & SWIREN 

ATTO R N EYS AN D CO U N SELORS 

CABLE ADDRESS "' LEBEC" 

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

April 2 · , 1934 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

~r . Hard took luncheon ith · e in 
Washington recently and we went fully over 
his article . He agreed with me as to the 
necessity of distin~uishin6 much ore 
harply between goverllifiental action and 

the individual boycott . His point of view 
of course is very friendly and nis points 
are good and will be very greatly improved 
for practical use on his revision . 

You will probably hear from him 
within a short time . 

Sincerely yours , 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
729 Seventh Avenue 
New York City 

SOL K 



) 

•.· 

Mr. lalmon o. LeTlnaoa.. 
l Horth La Solle Stree\, 
Chioaco, Ill. 

Pq 4eur • LeTineont 

liq 7, 1934. 

1 wae 1n Chicago l uet edne .. aq \o addr••• \be toulh 
lall.J" at the Sinai Center under \be au,plc•• of \he Chic 'CO 
Lea(!Ue. Dr. 1'( rd \014 • \bat 700. were on \he Pacific Ooae\ 
aD4 I ree;ret not ha Tina ha4 the op r\wd '1 of lalkl.Dc wl Ul 
7ou. Tb re are qui le a nmnber of mat\ere tba' I should. lib 
lo d11CQ.11 wllh you ln nlalioa to the procre•• of av won: 
1D Ihle OODD.\ry• 

I •• pl 8, _ e4 •1th the report hie..~ I Neel ved of \he 
procr••• of your c~.p tor tlm4e 1D Cb1ea«o an4 I mt.lee bo14 
\o reopen •ilh you. again b swaJect of the Chtoaco wagu 
llaklng a con\rlbution lo Ifa\1onal Jle&.d.qud\ere in oner lo 
u111\ lt in -oroaeoo,1ns lit work. You are ao d.oubl aoqualnhd 
•lib the work which" are doing al ualquar\eN - \be pablioa,. 
,1on ot th mon\hl.7 !conomic 11:llletin of which 7~ Leape &Tall• 
i\eelt. the extensive reeearcb d par\m"n' which we an carqQ s 
on, \he bo ~cott publtcl '7 work of a national • r cur. e\o. , ••a. 
1 f •1 that the ,hicago W '" ,:, e Olll,tll \o make a fixed mon'1117 
con\ribution to the la\ional oftlae for eervlc•• which &eadq rMrt 
baa bee re·dy ant will be read7 \o reader 11, !'he emo1ml of 
'1da coDtr1bu\1on I would leave entll'et, to 7c,u,,r Ju4e,alll\, Or 
JOll ma, coaal4er makinc a grant in 011• lump IW!l. the CleYelaDcl 
League bu IIB4• IUoh an arranpmeD, with lhe In York ofttce. 
I believe tttt the tim• baa come tor a cl~••r aft111 tioA bet••• 
the Obi o 1"' gue and \he In tork central orge.niaat1on. 

I t l'US\ thal 100. bad a pl~aaanl Yislt on the Pac1t1o 
Coaal and tb.6.\ bo\h 10 and r . t.'finson are well. 1\h 
b••t wilhee, I r.,.s.a 

Veq oordially youra, 

AHSt:11 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES 8. SWIREN 

ATTO RNEYS A N D C O UNSELORS 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

CABLE ADDRESS "LEBEC" 

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

]Jay 8 , 1934 

Your letter of ·ay 7 timed itself with my 
exact return from Californi a where I was called 
on account of serious illness in my f~mily . 

I, too, r egret t hat I was away when you were 
here . There are so many unexplored subjects I 
would like to discuss with you, wholly independent 
of our paramount one, that I do not want to miss 
any occasion . 

I do not think any of our more important 
members would receive favor ably your sugsestion 
that we help finance the eastern organization . 
I am also opposed to it . We are using our money 
not only for Chicago, but for the Middle Ves t and 
possibly the Far West . I just returned from Los 
Angeles wher e I found the Jes in about as chaotic 
a state as I did here last 0ctober . This is a 
thing I would have liked to talk over with you . 
If I had had time to remain over and could have 
taken two weeks to it , I would have gone after t hem . 
Something ought to be done about this. 

Has William Hard revised his manuscript and 
sent it on? If not , please write hlm saying that 
you have heard from me and t nat you are eagerly 
awaiting the revision . 

The more I think about it , the more convinced 
I am that we must keep as far away as possible from 
fomentin g any kind of governmental action against 
Germany . On the surface this seems to be t he great
est thing th t could happen, namely , for the United 
States government, either through the Sen~te, or by 
the President or the State Department , to take a 
firm stand of protest and resentment against the 
mistreatment and persecution of the Jews by Hitler . 
But the result of it may be the worst possible . It 
would be seized upon by the other nations , the old 
Allies , as a move by the United States the l ogic 
of hich would bring her necessarily into the fold 
i n the event that war between France and Germany 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & SWIREN 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver - 2- May 8 , 1934 

developed . Such an eventuality is only too prob
abl e . The warli ke preparatlons no, going on in 
Europe , if kept up , can have but one ultim~te result . 
I f such a dreadful t hin6 happens, it is just as sure 
as fate that the J ews would be blamed f or it and we 
would have fo r a slogan "The Jens got us into war, " 
by the advocates of anti- Semiti sm . I have al ays 
opposed t his type of governmental ction and always 
will. It has a peculiar danger to us J e,s . I wi h 
you would give this philosophic anal ysis nd co rmnent . 

Dr . Abba Hillel Si lver 
Ea st 105th St. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

SOL K 
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Mr. Salmo , o. Le•inaoa, 
l Borth La S lle S\re~t, 
Ohle o, Ill. 

My 4 . r Mr. LeT1neont 

fllaDk 1a11 10 mu.ch for 1our kind l \ter which I 
rece1• d '2111 morning and tor the Vt!-'f7 loTel7 thinga which 
1ou. aq about my Chlca. ~o addr•••• 

I had intended \o t8n4 you a 1oold1ng le\\er la 
reply ,o the one which 7ou. aent me la1t Wtaek lnd.ica\ing that 
7aui- ~ eople 1n Chica ,o have no 1nttntion ot ccm\r1 utlnc 
aOIM aupport to our na.tional head~l•ra. I uel1eve tha\ 
youz Leagu.e ia malting a mls\ake in not eendt tome help to 
carry on our national work. 

Don•t, you \bink ~ t. in v1ew of \be tact. that, 1ou 
talked over w11h . Hard the re•11ion of hit paper t.hn\ 
1, might perhap1 b• be,,er lf 7au • u.14 uk blm tor lbe 
reTiaecl article I • CAil then print 1 \ in our June issue 
and pernaps u.110 put 1\ in th form of pamphle\ to be 
diatribu\ed aationallJ. 

1\h b~•t withea and hoping \hat I !Dai)' have the 
pl8 • ave of •~•1ng you. 1n the ver, w,a,r future and with 
;tlJldett r•.~nrd• to Ure. Le•iuon in which Mr ,. Silver 
Jolna me, penait me to remain 

Mot cordially 1our•• 

AHSsBI: 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNS E LORS 

De:: r Dr . Sil veJ· : 

CABLE ADDRESS "LEBEC" 

TELEPHONE CE N TR A L 8130 

ON E NORT H L A S A LLE ST R EET 

CHICAGO 

ray 26 , 19D4 

Doctor Yard has turned over to --1e your letter 
of rlay 24 . It is prob& ly "da nnable i tera. tionn to 
i.,ri tc you on this sub j ect ::i.t~D.in but perh ps I Cc..n 
m ke it a little cle rer . / 

There are now four differPnt Jewish Aso-c~lled 
nonsect rian organizations fi ght i ng Naziism that 
are collscting ..1.oney fro11 Jews in Chic[,go . I h~ ve 
been trying to coflpose the differences but thBre ar 
a good 1.1-- ny kinks still ·L,o be straightened out . 
I doubt whether I can do anythin ; witn the B' nai 
Bri th or the Anti-Def am. tion Leb p·ue . The Americ:n 
Jewish Committee is lso now invadin6 CniccJ,o . 
That will malce five . The Ameri c3n Je'v.;ish Congress 
has been in the fie l d for some illonths . 

These things are not only confuQing and crippling 
but they also enable many Jews to use the situation as 
an alibi in these dreadful days of lingPring depression . 

It seems to me, therefore, so clear fr m our 
point of vie~ thbt we ought not and can not con1it 
ourselves t o dividing un contributions . Our work is 
growing anace . ·e are about to send out O, 000 co )ies 
of a ~ost inuortan t letter written by Dr . Hutchin on, 
our Pr sident, demonstr~tin~ the fat~l attack of ?aziism 
on Christi~nity . We ~re employinc and about to em loy 
h lf a dozen non-Je~ish speakers over Chic~go bnd the 
middl e west . fe are also havine Mr . G. Harrison Brown, 
who has played an important role in London and Berlin 
on the Nazi subject, come over . He , too , i s a non-Jew . 
This i s a mere sample of the widenin~ a tivities of our 
Committee . 

Next week , if I c·n, 
possibility of h rmonizing 
either gettinry tl e out o· 
t he activi ty . 

I am going to explore the 
some of these 0 rouus and 
the Wuy or consolid~ting 

I n the me· ntime , the great he~dauarters in Nev· 
York h ve 80t we~lth and nwnbers to dr av· on ec u 1 t o 
the ho l e of Chic_go and the regions 1est of Chich~O 
in the entir Uni ted State . 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES 8: $WIREN 

Dr . Abba Hill 1 Silver -2- May 26, 1934 

I, personally, would like to seP an independent 
organization in each of the lhrge cities rather than 
mere branches . Branches do not produce the effect 
upon German consuls and the German .Ambassador thc~t 
nevr and independent movements do . I so advocoted to 
Rabbi Lazaron in Baltimore the other night . 

I am going to be in New York soon as I have 
other matters to take up with Sam Untermyer , and I am 
hoping you may be there by chance because there are 
two or three acute and very import nt questions that 
I would like to thrash out at the risk of being over
awed by two such formidable personages. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

SOL K 

P. S. I have just r8 eived a letter of the greatest im
portance from Senator Borah , from which I quote : 

11 You will be interested to know that a Germa.n 
friend of mine wio is rather close to the owers
that-be , at le st who is often consulted about 
matters in this country , came to me today and 
said that this speech , together with~ letter I 
wrote to the Jev-rish Charity com;ai ttee in New 
York, had been cabled to Berlin, and they were, 
to use his expression, ' raising the devil .' 
I w s surprised to have him say to me : ' But I 
agree with you absolutely .'" 

This can not of course be used publicly , but it is all 
right to give is to any of our people . It is an awful 
blow to Germany to lose such a staunch friend as Borah 
has tried to be to Germany the past ten years . 

S . O. L. 




