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October 18, 19 . • 

Mr. Salmon o. LeTinton, 
1 orth La.Sal l• SU-Ht, 
Chic o, Ill. 

MT d r r. LeYinson1 

Ia there ~thi beln done by your or iaatlon 
in co ection wi\h the comi , of the DA A Convention? I 
a.same that the ople of the t vene Hotel h v• bea 
•••· , w • th ir reaction? Are the J wish eociet1ea 
ot Chic contimi t o tronize the St ven, Hotel / 
Are you plannl aD¥ cunt r-d . on t rution durin the 
DA A Convention ? 

I 1 • where the J'riend• of w Ge~ broke up 
the he rin • of the Congrea1ional Coaait\M in B • York. 
They a r e becoming thorOU6h].y 1neolent and o.rr o an, - truly 
Germanic. They llhould be met wi th a tar more aggrea11Te 
oppositi on than h retofore. I 9hould be v hap \o 
he f r om you.. 

1\h all gr od wieh •• I remain 

Y ry cordi ally your , 

AHSa lC I , 



LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES 8c SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

CABLE ADDRESS "LEBEC" 

TELE PHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

Octob 0 r 2, 197 

Dei....r Dr. Silver: 

On 1, ret1 rn fro tn e st I i.nd .,rour letter t 1 

lBt ·nsta t. 

I C' n not get so \'l !'ked up about th .... • ctivi ty o .. the 
so- _ lled "Friends f Germany" in t:1is c unt y !"l , u and 
,. nt'.::.r .1ye • seen to do. ... • t ve h~ d rec nt co ·r...,s J ndence 
·ith the latte on the subjE~~t. 

Be ·e going into thG .ua t er uo1·e f :til.r , 1 1_, e s ate 
t1 t I C 11 lli der cal • fig lC ·ng l'. " r· lire Untc--r''l. , 
w. o _as not ee·1 • ccu to ·1e l to look at things judici· lly 
but from~ point of ie~ of the li nG or interest he 
represents. I at le __ ,..t ou ht to be able to sym __ "t1ize ,;;it 
th::t point of view. Unteruyer has done great job. H 
h· s fou'ht as perha.s nobo .. else might lihve fou t. nd 
he is enti tlea. to treG1endou ere • t in the c,_ _::... ·. gn we a ~e 
cgin. I have so ; ·tten several tL es. 

To me yon e1.re di ferent. You have ne of the finest 
inds., e ui ped with oral accessories, that I know· i 

this co atry. I rrt.er ~XP-Ct y u, t Prefore to h~ve 
more mental poise ·nd ne~rer to s irit • 1 u0lo k T ls 
does not in ·n 1ay aff ct t e justi e • nd ef 11.... y f 
th i_dividuc:1.l bo cott with whlch you ,now I havl? been so 
i entlf ' ed. But I do not think that yo1 o I shoul ca1ry 
our tr, ~gressive oppo iti ntr so far as t diet te to receiv­
ers of •10 tel who thei e-u ts sho ld be. I thi ' u ar 
fi hting fr lib., .. ty to the Jews, li.b rty to tr1"in and 
spe· ;;:, liherty to enjoy and r,1.cti e ur own rellg··. n 
liberty to ssemble liberty to enjo t e fruits of our 
oi.;rn labor. V!c mu· t not deny these thine;s, therefore to 
others It see1s to me to be deni 1 to ttte pt to pr -
vent Ger ran erl ·ns from eet ·ng ~nd GXpressing t h 1 selv ~ 
vithi1 the lc:;1,w. I they violate the 1 -vr e should a p ·l 
to the authorities I 'e Jevs ush our ri•hts tote 
lethoric po nt o diet-ting toot· es or restricting others, 

or denying ri ts to othe s si _ly bec~use it · s ~rt of 
vr ru lIJc i___,n of w rfare 1e ,. b.Y jus tl c 1 nder the 

na t • o of Christi·~ns g .ner· lly . 

iy second reason is t 1- t I cc..n not see hov1 the Frie ds 
of Nev Ger11any are \;; in • ny progress here. They do not 
f .. ighten me ny o et a.n tn Ger.1an a tivi.ties and pro 
gand· did during the ~ar H nfsta ngel · s good ex le 
of b il 1~ t stupi ity. It co1ld not huve beo1 m·de t order 
better for Ger11r =--r du te o H' rva.1 d to get sl· • n t e 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver -2- October 22, 1934 

face from the President of Harvard, which institution is 
not supposed to be any too tender of the JeVTish race. 
More than that, every day, in all the newspapers, particu­
larly the metropolitan ones, cablegrams appear emanating 
from Hitler Germany setting forth facts rel~ting to the 
Lutherans, the Catholics; the Jews, union labor, etc., 
which are so appalling and so at war with every principle 
of freedom and justice entertained in this country th.s.t 
we see our public opinion crystallized against Germany fully 
as strongly as during the war. Nor could we purchase for 
millions of dollars the advertisement or propaganda that 
appears without a cent of cost in these daily papers. Such 
things are followed up ih most of the press of the country 
by editorials, until Hitler has become a byword of cruelty, 
tyranny, and a poison to deJ11ocracy and liberty. 

You see, my dear Rabbi, I hold you in such high esteem 
and in such 1.1nusual admiration that I dislilre to see you 
overflow the banks of reason and spirituality. I speak of 
course not in criticism but only in the candor which friend­
ship permits. This is a danger us move because my faults 
are many and my armor is vulnerable. But I indulge in the 
hope that you may be able to join with me in limiting the 
irritating and to my mind unfruitful details of our present 
fight. On all broad lines and on all important aspects, as 
you :rnow, I am vrith you heart and soul. 

And of course you are bearing in mm~ the distinction 
which is required nov; and again, betweefi"'il'n indi vitlual or 
group of individuals may do and what the government may do. 
For example, Sam wrote a powerful letter to Secretary Hull. 
I would not have written that letter, although it may do a 
lot of good solely from the point of view of the Je1s. The 
reason I would not have written it is because Hull represents 
our government and when a government undertakes to interfere 
with another government in anything resembling a boycott or 
discrininative prohibitions it creates international friction. 
It is an eB1blem of illwill and it borders upon the breach of 
international convention. This is too often the ga tev:uy to 
war. And if war should arise out of an episode fo 1aented or 
stimulated by Jews, we would be blamed for the war itsel. 
The distinction between an individual and a national or sov­
ereign boycott is vast and vital. Its rw1ningmate is what 
antisernitism became in Germany a national issue, a national 
policy--a policy of the Hitler government. Thus it is dis­
tinguishable from antisemitism here in America or elsewhere. 

I need not ask you to take this letter in the brotherly 
spirit in which it is written. I knov1 you will . 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

... 
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LEVINSON BECKER GILBERT PEEBLES & SWIREN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

CABLE ADDRESS "LEBEC' 
TELEPHONE CENTRAL 8130 

ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 

Dece bsr 17 , 1934 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

On Novei!lber 22 I sent a cable to Dr . .:iutcnins)n 
V,'ho was sent b r our Co~:L:ii ttee t.J at tend. a rr.;ce1 t London 
conference . I enclose copy and also copT of resolutlon 
just received , w iich Wc,.s based on 1.11 cablegram . 

Please ~ive these pc~er sufficient study to see 
whether :/ JU do not agree with .ne thc .. t t,1C' contain the 
most vital issue arising out of the Hitler ni~~~u~rc . 
Unless \!e ::nov.- in this Yiorld J°-1c-.t ri ... ;hts _Jeople hcve in 
their ov;n homes and in their 01·m ho1~i.el&nd , 1,,e he,,.VC 
S:)rry world inde8d . /,.s I believ8 th:.,,. t 6oocl c..l\iays sho _1ld 
co1i.1e out of evil , dir8ctly or indirectly , I hope some 
such 1)rovision may be inserted into the law of nations 
uS here proposed . Thus , ln0tead of spreadin0 the disease 
of illli ta ti ,::>n under econoJ1ic and religious tE-dj;1ta tion, 
we may be able to shut it off altogether in so f&r as 
n&tions are amenable to laws of their o~n1 creation. 

R~twi Ahb~~~ el Silver 
East 105th St . at Ansel .Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

SOL ·­
enc . 2 

Sincerely y,Jurs , 



Decenab r 31, 1934. 

Ar. c-, mon o. ~•1naon, 
1 North La.Sall• S\r e\, 
Cb1 J go, Ill. 

. d l 1·. Levineonl 

Let m thank y~u .. or 10'\:JZ kind 1-tt. r of 
Dec er 17, and tor c ?1 so~ thr. cnole and r 9olutloa 
whloh you nt • I belieJe that 7mlZ ltl a 1 V ry Wld. 
Unfortuw. t 17 th Lea cue !n t a 1~ t t ~ 1 o.Ltha t r,ok T 'rJ 
decl ed bf1.ekwar • •tap re.;...!'d• t p t c ,ion of \he 
ri • \a of minoriti s, ·1 t in th . c, e o Polu.nl whlch 
pract1celly ocrapped all h r obli ,. tiona Wl< -r tl illorl ty 
tre . . ti• . .1 thau.t. Lt=,\ censure t d ~econ.lly i tl ·, r • 

wh ,.., \h .~~ o.ctunl 7 p rov@d t.!A" r 1 ;> ::n•nl ent red 
1nt-, bAt n 'rnnc• and 0erma.D¥, h~reb7 th• Jewiah au: 
in th 'lll&J' w111 hav out , • i it'.h to ole r Oil\ or 
be nubJ cte to all th ~i orL~ nc.t01'7 ~,1-Je 1ah 1• ial tlon 
of t Third Ro1ch. 

I tr11 t, t you 
.th 11 ood lshea, Ir 

d ~our d 
in 

Y ry sine rely ;,au , 

AHS1BK 

.. 




