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Chicago,Ill ., 
December 7 , 1942 . 

Dear Dr. Silver:-

Last SUJrli.~er I wrote a brief war novel which 
addresses to the Christian world the great necessary but here 
artistically implied accusation of the Jewish people . It must 
be published; it 1s--from the angle of the opportunists and 
cowards who publish--dyna~i te . I t;:k:new that wjten I wrote 1 t . 
Hence , lecturing in this neighborhood , I have been able through 
the serviceableness of my devotecd friend,Saat Spiro . to have a 
number of copies mimeographed . These copies I am submitting 
to three American critics who are my "fans" and to a very 
few of our leading men. May I send you one? 

It is understood that if the story doesn't strike 
you sufficiently for you to give it the support of.a your good 
opinion there will be no "feeling" of any kind on my part .For 
these mat ters of approach to an artistic problem are intensely 
personal . But I do both hope and believe that you will like 
it and want to give it your support. 

After Friday, ecemberII , I shall have left here 
to rejoin my dear wife in Tucson ,Arizona , where our address is 
P.O. Bo:J: 5078. 

Always cordially , 

'"" 



Dec her , 1 42 

Dr. Ludwig Lewieohn 
C/o Zionist Oruaniz 1 o rica 
22 .>outh S te treat 
Chia o Ill. 

, r rlendt 

Than ou or y ur let r. I ot 
c urae very ha ~ to r nythi u rite, it 
you 11 nd ·• co v o your late t no el, Is all 

■o t l apoy to read 1t and iv you o 1n1 n ~ 
it. 

...t . .. 0 ,.:sh s t r ti ,h t 
y . e 11, I ~ in 

·o t oo 1 l l r , 



• 

January 7,145. 
Mr. Ludwig Le 1sohn, 
P. o. Box 5078, 
Tucson, Ari '.tona. 

y dear Friend, 

Under se;,arate cOYer, I am returnin to you the manuscript entitled 
•Breathe Upon These• which you graciously sent me. I read it thro ··h 
•i one 11 t tin . I was as deeply moved by 1 t, as was Ada. It is so true 
and 10 dr&11&tically revealing of the great tr gedy and guilt in hich 
all peoplea are involved today. 

Had you asked me last S. ring whether tbie novel should be published, 
•I would have unhesitatingly said "yes•. Today - at this moment -
frankly, I do not mow. It will reviv• the ';filole Strwaa affair hiah 
had e"f'oked ao much indignaiion on the part of th Jewish peot>le and 
others against the British Government. hat ood that might do at the 
moment, I do not know. It might do soae harm. 

The United Nations, including Great Britain, ve recently expressed 
official condemnation of the mass murder of ur un!'ortunate brothers 
1n Europe. The En ,111h peo le and th• House ot COll!Dona were particularly 
graoiows in their expresaiona at Jrotound sympathy. Plans haTe o fioi lly 
been annotmced for the punishment of the Nazi crimin ls. To remind the 
world again of the Strum& crime at this moment, would be miointarpretttd 
and I am atraid bitterly resented by those h011 we must hav aa our friends. 
Patriote ra, enn Jewiah ones, will ocuse you and ua or interfering with 
the war errort by seekinb to blacken tha reputation of our stro eet ally 
in the war gainst the Axia. 

Th ae and many otb.or conaid rations, are passing thr°'1gh ay mind ns I 
write you thia note and that is why I say that I am not at all sure that 
it wow.d be wise to publish •Brea.the Upon These" at the gresent tim. 

With all good wishes, I remain 
oet cordially your, 

P.S. 
I am not at all aura that an Orthodox Jew would eat ohiok:en not 
ritualiatioall.y ala htered and cooked 1n •go;yieh• pote in a •goyiah" 
home. I am inclined to believe that he would limit hiaaelt to tnuta 
and vegetablea, and, only by ay or a maJor conoession, to fish. 



Janua.r I2,I943. 

]'-ldwig lewi>chn 
... . O.Box 5078, 

Tucson,Arizona. 

Dear Abbe Hillel S1lvcr:-

Let me thAnk you ,1th all poRsible v·armth 
at once (you and your v11de, too) for your ind words $bout 
mJ' story. Ah yes 1 1 t .rouJ d he..ve been well could 1 t have been 
published lnst apr1ngJ Bu~ it wasn't ~ritten then. It tak~a 
eor.ie time f6r\ar.y subject matter to ripen into a 1•1ork of a.rt . 
Even so the period of gestation vas teEribly brief. 

That brin s me to your do bts and hes1tRt1ons 
wh1 ch do, indeed, impress me . You o~r re co.11, ho, .. ever , that 
Dorfsohn speaks of thf\.t true En~land which he once knevr end 
emphatically says: he is afraid for England etc . And so I 
beg you no to be ieve that I haven't considered the matter.Bu 
in view of the ineffable Je •rish tragedy I cannot find that 
England has done one thing to purge her. The performance 
of Eden and t;he house the other day struck me e.s supremelJ 
horrible. He said: so little could bP. done . Has he done that 
little? But perhap you/,f!ll fead a forthcoming erticle of 
mine n the ew Palestine. Perhaps it is because I myself 
am so ell acqaamnted with injustice in rather brutal forms 
that I cannot afford to be afrp.id or feel that our pnople 
can afford that luxury. The crime co□mittea. against us And so 
against humanity 1s so unique And monstrous a to place it 
u tt erl:r beyond healing ·.~'ords and kind assurances or prudent 
considerations . Edna and I laughed the other de.y when by a.c-
ci dent •re hearala. rad.1o-prencher try to be moving about the 
sufferings of J esus on the cross. nre thoueht of our slaughtere 
children in Europe ; we thougl:{; too , pardonably1of t he fact that 
the Catholic hierarchy <hf !Jew York still keeps my- -.2.Y.!:- -
child from us and leaves him et the erey of a mad~oman. 
ro my dea~ friend. When Antony Eden weeps crocod_le teers 

end does nothing about refugees freely entering Eretz Yia­
rael and even vhen our great and good President sends agree­
able meRs gs to conventions but never speaks out about a 
Jewish People or that people's place (with LuxembourgJ ) at 
the peace table--I confess I -run unmoved and unaasu~ged. 

You're r _t;ht . Uy tian r1ill get fish. 

Alwa,~, s fai t J-, fully yours , 




