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It had been su ~erted thr,t an dm cs on 
charge he !'lladc fo e i,f. s ry .. 1 ctur . P.o e 
~ vo thou ht hat ro - . emh.r~ o ma ~c~ ~o 

ttend th lec·ur ~hould be y= r.aitt d to attend 
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not be avoras o )aying at ent -five cot 
admis ion ;ith n n-membet~ ?a ·· n i~tJ cent~. 
Mh at do ~ ".>' thin'l{ £ b 21t it? 
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MRS. JULIUS FRYER 
1397 EAST BOULEVARD 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Decem er 29, 1938 

I bbi ' bba i . lel Silver 
The T mple 
East 105th st. and ·nsel d. 
CleveL: ... nd, Chio 

De~r • tbi Silv r: 

Inc.l.smuch • s t ere s..;e .. s o be sor. e i .... ·ere· 1ce 
of opinion c bout the n ture of the ... as r k ecture, 
I think it i s on 1 y fair to the co r..i • • t tee to ct 
their sub~e stions rather than tot - ke the responsi
bility of~ decision. I shdl c~ll a m'etinb for 
Thurs d , Janu - ry 5th, or Fri y, J · nuary 61 u t 
the ~id-Dy Club, 4n \e c n o over 1 these mt 
ters together. 

leas h.j,ve our secretary cal m.i o f ice, lain 
1972, indicating the y you c an meet with us. 

Cordial y yours 



01leftelanh Olottt1niftee for ~elief in @i£t~nsloftahia 
THOMAS SIDLO, CHAI R M AN , U NION COMMERC E BUI L DIN G 

Rabbi A.H.Si~v~r 
ly~ll L:l.x~ 0hore Blvd, 
Ci .1 . 

Dear Rabbi ~ilv~r, 

DE PO SITORY TO WHICrl CO T RIBUTIONS 
MAY BE S ENT 

CENTRALNAT~NALBANK 
OUL OFFICE 
!5620 BROADWAY 

The American people owe a debt to Czechoslovakia for the relative 
peace that the world still has today. Her stupendous sacrifice was in a 
certain measure the price of our peace. This Committee therefore does not 
hesitate to appeal to you to give freely, whole-heartedly, for the relief of 
200,000 Czechs, Slovaks and Sudeten German refugees who, in Giving their all, 
make it more possible that America should enjoy the normal ten~r of its life. 

Stripped of almost half her industries, of a third of her terr itory, 
t housands of her people in flight before an army of occupation, Czechoslovakia, 
deserves your aid. Had she fought, the world today would probably be in flames, 
swept with war and passion, trade disrupted, financial markets in chaos, taxes 
headed skywards, even your peaceful home under the possible menace of unspeak
able catastrophe. Through this plan of relief Amer icans can make good a small 
part of what they owe to the forbearance of the people of Czechoslovakia. 

Every penny you give, without deduction for expenses, goes to the 
200,000 dispossessed in Czechoslovakia, through the Czech Red Cross, and 
through Dr. Alice G. Masaryk, daughter of the late Thomas Masaryk, founder 
and first president of the Czechoslovak republic. Every penny you give will 
help allay the suffering of miserable people sleeping on straw, many of them 
without heat, some of them mothers with newborn babes, many of them children 
orphaned in flight. The Prague government and all local organizations ar e 
straining their resources to meet t he problem. 

Surely we need not dilate on the need. Cleveland certainly wishes 
to do her share. Please send your cont ribution promptly, to Guaranty Trust 
Company, Fifth Avenue and 44th Street, New York City, New York. Contributions 
deductible for income tax purposes. 

Thomas L. Sidlo 
Chairman of Cleveland Committee 

Sincerely yours, 

1,oi ..{...., J1f-1 '-~ 
Nicholas Murray Butler 
Chairman of American Committee 

!'leO.&t; se .... d co.,....trib "t10 - ~ vU t ne 8.vOVt:: Uu.U~J.:11 ..... .:..d. o.udrc.bo, 

► .... Ii "'• / t,~ J,. I •• 



MEMBERS AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR RELIEF 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

406 West 117th Street, New York, . Y. 
NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER. Chairman 
THOMAS W. LAMONT. Treasurer 
BRACKETT LEWI , Executive Secretary 

ALEXANDER, WALLACE McK. 
San Francisco, California 

ANGELL, JAMF;S R. 
New Haven, Connecticut 

ARMSTRONG, HAMILTON FISH 
New York, N. Y. 

BARROWS, DAVID P. 
Berkeley, California 

BLAIR, FLOYD G. 
New York. N. Y. 

BOGERT, MARSTON T. 
New York, N. Y. 

HOOCHEVER, GEORGE 
New York, N. Y. 

BUFFINGTON, JOSEPH 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

BULLITT, WILLIAM "MARSHALL 
Louisville, Kentucky 

HURCH, SAMUEL HARDEN 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 

COMSTOCK, ADA L. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

CORTEL YOU, GEORGE B. 
Huntington, L. I. 

DA VIS, JOHN W. 
New York, N. Y. 

DELANO, FREDERIC A. 
Washington, D. C. 

DOYLE. MICHAEL FRANCIS 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

ELIOT, FREDERICK M. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

POSDICK. HARRY EMERSON 
New York, N. Y. 

F'RASER, LEON 
N ew York, N. Y. 

1-~REEMAN, DOUGLAS S. 
Richmond, Virginia 

GAINES, FRANCIS PENDLETON 
Lexington, Virginia 

GILDERSLEEVE, VIRGINIA C. 
New York. N. Y. 

GRAHAM, FRANK P. 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

GRANT, JOSEPH D. 
San Francisco, California 

GRAVES, JOHN TEMPLE 
Birmingham, Alabama 

GRAY, CARL RAYMOND 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

GUGGENHEIM, HARRY F. 
New York, N. Y. 

HITCHCOCK, MRS. GILBERT 
Washington, D. C. 

HOUGHTON, ALANAON B. 
Washington, D. C. 

HRDLICKA, .ALES 
Washington, D. C. 

HUTCHINSON, LINCOLN 
Berkeley, California 

JA OBS, HENRY BARTON 
Baltimore, Maryland 

JESSUP, PHILIP C. 
New York, N. Y. 

BIRD, REV. PHILIP SMEAD 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ELL'S, A. CASWELL 
Cleveland, Ohio 

JAMISON, R. H. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

KUBAK, F. J. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

KNOX, FRANK 
Chicago, IJJinois 

LOWDEN, FRANK 0. 
Oregon. lllinois 

LUCE, HENRY R. 
New Yoric. N . Y. 

MANNING, WILLIAlf T. 
New York, N . Y. 

MARESH, HF;NRY R. 
Houston, Texas 

MERRILL. WlLLIJ\ M PIEP.SO J 
New York. N . Y. 

MOFFITT, JAllES K. 
San Francisco, California 

MOLYNEAUX, PETER 
Dallas, Texas 

MORRIS, ROLAND S. 
Phiiadelpbia, Penna. 

MURPHY, WALTER P. 
Chicago, Iaino· 

NEILSON, WTLLJAH A. 
Northampton, Masaachu.,rtts 

NEVILS, W . COLEMAN, S. J. 
New York. N . Y. 

OGILBY, REMSEN R 
Hartford, Connecticut 

PRITCHETT, HENRY S. 
Santa Barbara, Calil'ornia 

SALTONSTALL, LEVERETT 
Boston, Massachusetts 

SCHIEFFELJN, WILLIAM. J. 
ew York, Y. 

SCOTT, J'AMES BROWN 
Washington, D. C. 

SHERII.AN, HAURICJo: S. 
West Hartford, Connerli.-u!. 

SHOTWELL, 1AMES T. 
New York, . Y. 

SIDLO, THOMAS L. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

SMITH. ALFRED K 
ew York, N . Y. 

SOCKMAN. RALPH W. 
New York, N. Y. 

STRAU PERCY 
New York, 'N. \' 

STRAUS, ROGER W. 
New York. N . Y. 

STRAUSS. LEWIS L. 
New York, N. Y . 

SULZBERGER, A RTH Et 
New ork, . Y. 

TABOR, EDWARD O. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

T CKER, H. ST GEORGJ•; 
Richmond, Virginia 

WAMBAUGH, AR H 
Cambridge, Mmsnc h :-,. 

fL ON. JOSEPH R. 
Phflndelphia, Penon. 

WOOLhEY, HARY ~
Westport , New or -

ZLAMAL. OLDRlCR 
levelnnd, Ohio 

r YER, HARRY 
Clev Innd, Ohio 

SCHREKB ~, Must RPv. J fo:PH H. 
Cleveland. Ohio 

SVOBODA, FRANK J. 
Clevcland. Ohio 

WELLS, REV. HOWARD 
Cle~taad. Ohio 
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AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR RELIEF IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

405 WEST 117TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER, Chairman 

THOMAS W. LAMONT, Treasurer 

BRACKETT LEWIS, Executive Secretary 

Depository to which contributions may be sent 

GUARANTY TRUST COMPANY 

Fifth Avenue and 44th Street 

New York 

January 6, 1939 
Members of the American Committee 

for Relief in Czechoslovakia, 

Dear Friends: 

Two months have passed since this Cotnmittee was first launched and you 
will be interested in hearing what progress has been made on the relief fund 
for Czechoslovak refugees. 

The organization of our effort has been quite decentralized, depending 
on the initiative of leaders in various cities to form committees and conduct 
local drives as best suits their local circumstances. 

In ~tttsburgh Mr. R. Templeton Smith is Chairman and Mr. Edward O. Tabor, 
Executive Secretary, of a committee of 75 members. A dinner with 200 guests 
was followed by 2,000 letters. Very effective support of the newspapers and 
radio stations was secured and the drive in Pittsburgh has brought in over 
t5,300. so far. 

In flliladelnhia Judge Joseph Buffington is Chairman and Mr. Joseph R. 
ilson, Executive Vice-Chairman of a committee of 13 leading citizens. A mail 

appeal to 1,000 prospective contributors has brought in $1190. to date . 

In Houston, Texas, Mr. A. Dee Simpson is Chairman of a local committee . 
Dr. and Mrs. Henry R. Maresh gave a Silver Tea in their home during the drive. 
Houston has raised $1261.50 to date. 

San Francisco and the Bay Region has been organized by Professor Lincoln 
Hutchinson and a committee of 6 members with 40 leading citizens as sponsors. 
Their efforts have brought in $1498.50 so far. 

We are in correspondence with friends in Boston, Baltimore, Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, San Antonio and Los Angeles in efforts 
to organize similar local committees. Mr. Albert St. Peter helped on the 
drives in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh in December and Mr. R. N. Watts is visit
ing Dallas, Denver, Kansas City and St. Louis to initiate efforts in January. 

The enclosed three folders have been issued by the American Committee 
and 13 news releases, the latter through the cooperation of the Phoenix News 
Publicity Bureau, whose Director, Miss Pauline E. Mandigo, volunteered her 
services. 



lhe Czechoslovak rationa.l Allian~ in Chicago, (Mr. Jan A. Cervenka, 
President) has cooperated loyally with us and has sent in $5,000. so far -
$3,000. of which was from -tho Czech National Alliance in Omaha, (Mr. Stanley 
Serpan, President). Five Czech organizations in Philadolphia have contrib
uted $625. - in Bridgeport, ~50. The Czech and Slovak organizations in Pitts
burgh are cooperating lo ally in the effort there. It will be of interest 
that Czechoslovak organizations in this country sent over $54,000. to our 
knowledge to causes in Czechoslovakia since the first crisis in May. 

The total of our Fund to --Some of our friends were concerned lest the resignation of Dr. Alice 
Masaryk from the presidency of the Czechoslovak Red Cross might reduce to some 
extent confidence in this whole campaign. In a cable to President Butler on 
December 17, however, Dr. Masaryk stated that she is still in direct contact 
with the work of the Czechoslovak Red Cross and devoting all her time to the 
refugee problem. 

The joint committee of Unitarians and Friends which has been set up to 
raise a fund for relief in Czechoslovakia has allied itself with the American 
Committee and sent Dr. Robert C. Dexter to Prague in November to investigate 
the situation. 

This brief report is submitted to the Committee and local organizers in 
order to indicate progress to dete, which is quite encouraging in spite of the 
innumerable campaigns being conducted constantly in the United States. We must 
keep on working, and appeal to each member of the Committee to 

1- Launch an effort in some form in your community 

2- Stimulate your acquaintances to send in contributions 

3- Send us names and addresses of persons who can be 
approached from this office 

4- Write out and mail your own check if you have not yet 
done so. 

Through the efforts of President Butler a small fund for administrative 
expenses has been separately provided. This insures that every cent contrib
uted will be spent for relief purposes only. 

With best wishes for the New Year, 

Yours very sincerelJ, 

Brackett Lewis 
Seoreta.ry 
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JcLAss OF SERVICE DESIRED\ 
DOM&aTIC C4■LII: 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAYLffiER DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
MESSAGE LffiER 

NIGHT SHIP 
LETTER RADIOGRAM 

Patron. 1hould check claas of 1emce 
de■lred; otherwise message will be 

transmitted u a full-rate 
communication. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. ■ . WHITE 
P'RllSIOllNT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OP' TH& aoA•D 

Send the ,lollor»ing message. wb}ecl lo the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agrud lo 

HenIJ tont or 
Ne York , N. Y . 

PLr.. S1 RUSH LITHER PHO'I'uGR.A HOR CUT uF .A 1.R K 

I LV ER 

J . C . WILLl[Vl[R 
P'IRaT VICll•,.RllalDINT 

J a n. 25, 19 9 

1206-A 

CHECK 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

TIME FILED 

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES 
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THE PLAZA, EWYORK 

~abbi Abba l illel Silver 
The Temple 
~ast 105th st . at ~nsel Road 
C level end, Ohio 

Dea.r Dr . Silver: 

January 26 , 
1 9 3 9 . 

Th nks for you~ letter of J nuary 
25thregardin ·~r . -asaryk's v sit to Cleve
land on ,. ednesday, February 8th . He ·:i.11 
arrive ln Cleveland some time during the ay , 
but I can ' t tell you just when . 

It , .1.11 not be pos s1 ble for him to 
stay over- ni ht , as he must catch a n ight 
train back t o New Yor k for engn0 ements here 
on Thur sday . ~enc e , he will not be able to 
accept your hospitality for the n ight . I see 
no reason it ·ould not be quite uossible to 
take dinner 1ith you , ho ever , provided the 
roup is small ; but I shall have to advise 

you about this later after I have t lked to 
.:r . 1vias aryk r:bo is now in '. ashington . 

ith personal regards and good 
d shes , I am, 

Cordially., 



BENES-MASARYK MEETING 
CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 2 

Sponsored by 

Cleveland Committee for Relief in Czecho-Slovakia and Joint Committee for Relief in Czecho-Slovakia 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 2258 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio • PRospect 2840 

THOMAS L. SIDLO, Cliairman 
ELEANOR FARNHAM, Manaftr 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 4 
1 9 3 9 

Cleveland will have the signal honor of welcoming a groat interna
tional figure - a man of immortal stature - when Dr. Eduard Benes, former 
president of Czecho-Slo akia, comes to speak in the Public Auditorium on 
Sunday afternoon, April 2nd at 3 o'clock. 

On the same platform with him will be another great and heroic 
figure, Jan ~asaryk, son of the founder of Czecho-Slovakia and former 
ambassador from that country to Great Britain. 

The meeting is sponsored by the Cleveland Committee and the Joint 
Committee for Relief in Czecho-Slovakia, and the proceeds from admlssions 
will be turned over to the Red Cross for relief in a country now flooded 
with refugees and disrupted in its internal economy. 

We feel that every believer in the principles of democracy will be 
eager to join in this civic welcome to Dr. Benes. I am writing to you in 
particular to invite you to become a member of the special sponsoring com
mittee for this event. 

This will entail no financial obligation to you, but we expect that 
you will give the meeting your moral support and promotional influence. 

For your information, tickets for the meeting will be priced at 
fifty cents,$ 1 and$ 1.50, with box seats at$ 2.50 or$ 10 a box. 
Tickets will be available at a downtown box office and at the office in
dicated on this letterhead. 

May we have your reply to this invitation as promptly as possible. 

Cordially yours, 

Thomas L. Sidlo, Chairman 
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BENES-MASARYK MEETING 

Sponsored by 
CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 

UNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 2 
Cleveland Committee for Relief in Czecho- "'lovakia 

and 

Joint Committee for Relief in Czecho- lovakia 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE : 225 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio • PRospect 2840 

THOMAS L. SIDLO, Cliairnia11 

ELEANOR FARNHAM, Ma11agu I arch 15, 1939 

~ .., I 5 <5 .._,, .'.'.(S 

Rabbi Abba . • Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Rd . & East 105th 
Cleveland 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you for your lettor of acceptance 
of membership on the sponsoring committee for the Benes
.,'asaryk eating and for your check in payment for a box. 
The tickets are enclosed. 

I am sure I can count on your personal 
enthusiasm and interest toward the s cce s of this event. 
whi h 'f8 hope to make a notable civic occasion, to bring 
the message of the eeting to your congregation in what
ever way you deem best, either from the pulpit or through 
the membership of your various groups. 

I hope I may call upon you for any fur
ther help should the need arise and again express my pleas
ure at your readiness to help this cause. 

Cordially, 

Thomas L. Sidlo, Chair n 



DILWORTH LUPTON 

CHADBOURNE A. SPRING 

Ministns 

THE FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH 
( Universalist-Unitarian) 

EUCLID 1'VE. AT EAST 82ND STREET 

CLEVELAND 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 

March 20, 1939 

Ansel Road and E. 105th St., 
Cleveland, 0. 

Dear Abba: 

It seems to me that those of us who believe 
so firmly in democracy should do everything pos
sible to encoura.ge the people of our churches to 
attend the Public Auditorium on Sundey, April 2nd, 
at 3 p.m. to hear Mr. Benes and Mr. Masaryk. 

We are going to put an article concerning 
this meeting in our church paper, and I in tend 
to speak of it from the pulpit next Sunday. 

I do hope that you will do whatever you see 
fit in the matter in order to have an attendance 
amounting to a demonstration at the meeting. It 
would not only be a tribute to these two martyrs 
to democracy and freedom, but it would be symbolic 
of Cleveland's interest in the world crisis. 

Fai thfu.11::, ::,o~ ~ 



Murch }-,3, 1989 

Mr. Thomas L. oidlo 
2£58 Euclid Avenue 
Cleve and, Ohio 

My dear r. \idlos 

The enclosed contribution was 
anonymously made at the close of the Temple 
Service l ast Sundsy morning for the v·ctima 
or Czecho-tlovakia and I am therefore sending 
it on to you. 

With best rishe , I remain 

Ver· sincerely "!, urs, 

BJK eecretary to Rabb, ~ilver . 



Before he sailed back to Europe, 

April r, 1939, JA~ MAsARYh: 

asked that his personal greetings 

be sent to you, with his apprecia

tion for your kind interest in hi 

visit to the United States. 
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