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GENERAL DEFENSE rr.tN3 BURNETT'S FREEDOM 

• By J"olln A. Gahan 

TELEPHONE 
STATE 2783 

MT. STERLnrG, KY., Nov. 21.---William Burnett, striking miner of 
the Harlan County coal fields, is free tonight after seven months and 
four days of imprisonment at the Harl.an and local. county jails in the 
shadow of the electric chair. Deliberating for eight hours, a jury in 

Judge Prewitt's Montgomery Circuit Court brought in a verdict of "Not 

Guilty'', clearing the defendant of the murder of Deputy Sheriff Jesse 

Pace, one of High Sheriff Blair's Harlan County terrorists wh• was 
killed at Evarts on the afternoon of April 17th last while engaged in 
an effort to kill Burnett. 

All through the dark Novanber afternoon Burnett sat in the court

room with his wife and counsel, with friends coming up to bid him good 

cheer and the judge pacing about the room, while newspaper men repre
senting the Associated Press, United Press, the Louisville Courier
J"ournal, the Knoxville News-Sentinel, the Lexington Herald and the 
Chicago Tribune sat around smoking and speculating on the outcome. 

Confident throughout of an acquittal verdict, Burnett showed no 

sign of strain, smiling and laughing, as is very natural to this giant 

of the Kentucky mountains where the Insu.11-Peabody-Mellon coal inter
ests have long been engaged in beggaring a proud people and striving 

to stamp from them the last vestige of manhood expressed in union or
ganization. 

Around four o'clock Judge Prewitt called the jury in and said he 
would excuse them for supper and that they could decide whether they 

wanted to deliberate on Sunday, through the night or wait until seven 

o'clock Monday morning. They asked him to let them go until seven the 

same evening. In two hoUl's the courthouse bell began tolling, which· 

is the way that the 01,1zenry are notified of court coming in session. 

People began running ~ard the courthouse from all directions. 

The jury told the court thnt they wanted to go right ahead to
ward a verdict. In five minutes they were back• at 6:15, announcing 
"Not Guilty" as their decision. Mo~t of those present, inside the 
railing and in the seats on the outside, crowded forward to shake 
Burnett's hand and tell him how glad they were that he was free. Among 

these was the writer who is covering the Harian miners' murder cases 
for the General. Defensj Committee Press Service, Industrialisti, Il 

Proletario; Industrial Solidarity, the Industrial Worker and other la
bor papers. 

Burnett said he wanted first to tell the "boys in jail" that he 
was free. He referred to Jim Reynolds and Otto (Happy Jack) Mills 
who are in the Montgomery County Jail under indictment for murder 
among the forty and more charged With killing deputies at Evarts on 
May 5th. A happy scene in the little stone and steel structure took 

place. Then Burnett we~t with the writer to the Montgomery Hotel 
where he and his wife posed for newspa:per photographers who have been 

here since the trial started and gave an interview to the gathered 
news writers. 

As Burnett and his Wife, Florence, sat in the hotel lob~y the 
newspapermen asked him if he wished to make a statement. Burnett gave 

them the follow.t.ng: 

"In the hour of my acquittal. or the murder 
ot Deputy Jesse Pace, I want to say that 
the International Labor Defense did noth
ing for me, but the General Defense 
Committee, retaining Captain Ben B. Golden 
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The Burnetts planned to stay for the present in Mt. Sterling, as 

Mrs. Burnett is a witness in the William Hightower murder case~ She 
will bring the two Burnett youngsters, boys of 12 and 15, here. Burn
ett is eager to see his sons. On the streets of this little city, joy 

was general when the verdict became known, sentiment having been al
most entirely for the prisoner. 

l\ Il>J"'ERS' SECRETARY r10W 01' T:SIAL 

w. B. Jones, who was Secretary of the Evarts local U.M.W. of A. 

was selected by the prosecution as the next Harlan Miner to be tried 

for murder. His trial is now on. w. B. Jones has been a member of 
the United.Mine Workers of America for 29 years and served in various 

capacities. 

He was one of the leading spirits in rebuilding the Miners Union 

in Harlan County. When the militia was called in following the kill
ing of gunmen on May 5th, Jones, together with w. M. Hightower and 
several town officials at Evarts, was placed in jail and charged with 

murder. After being imprisoned for 5 months, he was released on bail 

furnished by the United Mine Workers and toured the eastern states 
under the auspices of the General Defense Committee in an effort to 
rally support for the Kentucky Cases. 

PROSECUTION ATTEMPTED TRICKERY FAILS 

The prosecution attempted to have all the miners at Mt. Sterling 

tried on a new indictment which charged conspiracy and would have re
sulted in group trials. This unfair tactio was thwarthed by th& Gen
eral Defense attorneys and Judge Prewitt ruled that the miners were 
entitled to individual trials. 

Until Monday morning vrhen court convened the prosecution refused 

to state which defendant would be tried. This made it necessary for 
the defense to transport to Mt. Sterling from Harlan County, 150 miles 

away, all the ni tnesses. More than 200 i.,n tnesses were brought to Mt. 

Sterling and must be maintained until they testify. Thousands of 
dollars will be required for their upkeep. It uould require thousands 

of dollars more to · return them to Evarts and then bring them back to 
Mt. Sterling again. 

Such grossly unfair tactics used b ·r the state officials in an 

effort to deprive the minors of a proper defense calls for universal 
condemnation. The prosecutors seek to exhaust the defense funds and 

so make it impossible for the men, who are to be tried later·this 

month, to have witnesses nho Hill testify to their innocence. 

VlorkersJ 
to prevent tho 
your part that 
be acquitted. 

Friends of tho UorkersJ Ansuer this deliberate attempt 
Harlan Miners from securing a fair trial Pith action on 
will give every one of thG prisoners a fair c1ance to 

Thousands of dollars will be needed to maintain the uitnesses nt 

Mt. Sterling. I:n your organizations, in your unions take this question 

on the floor of your meetings and vote a substantial donation for the 

Kentucky Miners. Donato yourself individually, get others to done.tel 
Help the General Defense Committee to defend the other Harlan ffi.ners 

as successfully as it defended Bill Burnett, ~ho was acquittedl 

Rush funds immediately to the.General Defense Committee, 555 

West Lake Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

{Editors: Appeal for funds. Help save the Harlan Minersl The General 

Defense treasury is exhausted by prosecution's trickery!} 
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March 1st, 
1 9 3 2 

About t: r oe ·:!eeks aGO the raner' s Dofc nzc Co!:lr.:i ttce sent you a 
lotter o.nnouncinb a conference to '1hicl1 you "7Cre cordially in
vited to co:1e a s u dcle~;utc. ?le have sent l0tters to all or
Gunizations and individuals wi1O:-. we kno~, t~rc interested in ti1e 
cu use of justice. Tlie re is no rao re flo..:; rE:..nt exanple of e r e at 
ii.1ju"tice beinc perpr~trated in United States today th··n in 
Harlan , Ientucky. Thero is no g roater·op:.>rossion and oxploita
tion c01 ~.itt0c. tl.un that upon t ho miners. I:JLediate aid and 
i a., ,c i,.,.tc ~rote st is neodecl to ficht t ho cunnen tactics of tho 
coal b£ ... rons • 

Vic h.1.vo been fortunutc to s0curc F• H• Codarwall, of the ~ation
al Gt;i.c ral Defonso Corn:iittoe, an inspirint: speaker for this con
ference, -;Tc t ::e re f o re decided to hold a . .1u.ss nee tin~ in connec
tion ,-,it}. this co~1fe rcncc e Sidnoy Jcllcn, State Secretary of 
The Soci~liat Party, will also a<l~rcss this ~ecting. 

To r..iake t 1lis ::1ass r.1E;.o tinf; a success ~rour fullest cooperation is 
nee<led. ~:oti dy ::.1cr.1oe rs of the orgo.niza.tions to \7hicl1 you belong 
of this i1octin:-· a~1-.: ring your friends. ~cuer.1ber tho timo is 
this Ss.tu r day avc:1in6 , Harch 5th at 8:00 o'clock. The uass 
r1ecti.1;- ·:rill be he ld at International Lddics• Gan,ent Workers' 
2e· dquartors at 1766 Za.st 12th Street. 

1.Vitl sincerest hopes for the ir.u-;iediate relief of these oppressed 
r1incrs. 

Trul~r •rours, 
" " 

(/l~'r!· ~ 1-I J.._j~ 4~vuu 
Chaiman 
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