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Cl.Ass OF S VICI! 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable• 
gram unless its de,, 
fencd chara er is ln.­
dicatcd by a suitable 
IYfflbol above or pro­
cedina the addreu. JOSEPH L. EGAN 

PRESIDENT 

Th • • ~- . --- • -- -·ME at point of origin. Time of receipt ia STANDARD TIME at point of dmtmatiOD 

1364 PD= MS NEW YORK NY 11 357P 

.RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER THE TEMPLE= 
..... 

1947 Fl:8 I I PM 4 45 
.. 

EAST 105 ST AND ANS IL RD= 

:REGRET THAT YOU CANNOT BE WITH US ON FEBRUARY 23 PLEASE 
SEND MESSAGE OF GREE·TING FOR OUR YEAR BOOK AT ONCE= 

HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI COUNCIL OF GREATER NEW YORK ABRAHAM 
M REISS CHAIRMAN RABBI ABRAHAM AVRECH EXECUTIVE 

DI RECTOR-. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE 8UOOESTION8 FROM JT8 PA.TRON8 OONCERNINO IT8 BERVICB 
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~.,,t\ .. , .. ,~ 11r,-,,~r, ,,.,,mn z,~,.,,~ 

HPOEL HAffilZRACHI council 
of y~ ~ ~ 

1133 BROADWAY • Suite 1423 • NEW YORK 10, N. Y. • CHelsea 3-9000 

ABRAHAM M. REISS 
Chairman 

MORRIS MASLOW 
MAX LEWKO 
Vice-Chairmen 

FLORENCE PARR 
Secretary 

MORRIS M. BURSTEIN 
Treasurer 

RABBI ABRAHAM AVRECH 
Executive Director 

Dr • . J:>bu iiillel Silver 
The 'l'enple 
0 incluir & 105th Stroot 
Cleve Lind , Ohio 

Dour Dr . Silver : 

February 17 , 1947 

The ITo.poel I:o.r:izruchi Council of Greater I.ew 
York t o.}::es groat ple0.surc in e~:tcndi ·C to you a cordio,l invitation 
to attend o r f'orthcomi!:0 .. nnual Dti.nquct -:o be held Sunda ever:inG , 
February 23rd at the r:otel Bil tm.orc, t:adis on _ivcnue & 43rd Street . 

~ncl os ed here-r.ri tL. arc ti.·ro con pl i ~, cntu.ry tic .. :cts 
v.rhich v;e hope you vr.ill make use of. I:indly reply ut once so that 
vrc sh ..... 11 be able to na -e t1,e nocoss .. ,r;t .rntnGc, .onts . ..e s il cc rely 
ho9e t 1:u.t .rou YJ'ill ) 0 nrcsc:1t ui th us and share in our :n·of;ran • 

:::abbi ·.brJ an .. 7 rcc 1 
J:::ccutivo Director 

.. ,i th Torah v r 11.vodab r-; rootinGs , I rcnuin 

Sincor.:ly yours , / 
~ ,,rf-/ • 

b 1 .,. .., . ~Ch. _ .. re. o.n . • ~leis s , . airman 
I a pool !: r.lizn .. c 1i Cou:1cil 

of Gro:../-:;cr 1:cw Yorl: 
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Co . re11 e r r public tion in ur s ..i • u 

y ·is: ureet:11 s , t ., o r • • n,1uat . 
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~-,,-1 .. ,-.,~ 11n-,,~r, ;1',mn z,~~,~ 

HPO£L HRffilZAACHI council 
o/g~~~ 

1133 BROADWAY 

ABRAHAM M. REISS 
Chairman 

MORRIS MASLOW 
MAX LEWKO 
Vice-Chairmen 

FLORENCE PARR 
Secretary 

MORRIS M. BURSTEIN 
Treasurer 

RABBI ABRAHAM AVRECH 

Executive Director 

• • Suite 1423 • 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

March 4, 1947 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 61 Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

• CHelsea 3-9000 

Yq I express to you the deep appreciation aid thanks of 
the Hapoel Ham:izrachi Council of Greater New York for your 
thoughtfulness am kind consideration. Your greeting 
especi~ was most suitable for our occasion and 1n no 
small measure enhanced our evening and Journal. 

We regret very much that you did not have the opportunity 
to address our group. Perhaps in the future you will grant 
us that privilege. 

Thanking you once again and with Torah Va 1Avodah greetings, 
I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
Ra b Abraham Avrech 
Executive Director 

AA:m 



HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI COUNCIL 

1133 BROADWAY 

OFFICERS 

JOSEPH KESTENBAUM 
Chairman 

MAX LEWKO 
V ict·C hairman 

LEONARD GOLDBERG 
Vice·C hairman 

RACHELLE Z. MILLER 
Secretary 

HERMAN KELLMAN 
Treasurer 

RABBI ABRAHAM AVRECH 
Executive Director 

• 
BRANCHES 

ACHDUTH 

BACHAD 

BENSONHURST 

BIRYA 

BORO PARK 

BRONX 

BROWNSVILLE 

CITY CLUB 

CONCOURSE 

CROWN HEIGHTS 

DOV REVEL 

EASTERN PARKWAY 

EAST NEW YORK 

EAST SIDE 

FLATBUSH 

MIDTOWN 

MIDWOOD 

NATIONAL CLUB 

OCEANSIDE 

TIFERETH ZION 

TIRAT ZVI 

WEST END 

WOMEN'S COUNCIL 

ZIONA 

82 

o/ Q'UKJie11, Ne"' 1{~ 

• Suite 1423 • NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

ovember 17, 19 ... 7 

Dr . Abba Hillel ilver, ~resirent 
~ionist 1 mereency Council 
342 }adison fvenuc 
!~e, Yor 1·, t . Y. 

• CHelsea 3-9000 

It is our plcas1~re to rsonally invite you t,o 
attend the insta~.lation exercises of t:1c ncrrly ele cticd 
Jational Prcsi·1o_'l~ o:: Iuipocl Hamizrachi o America, the 

estEemed Dr . 1 • • api..acl Gold an is executive o ... icers . 

This cl'fa:u~ -.-;ill ta re place on unday evcni.rig 
Novcraber 23 , 194'7 at 8 .L . at the Pnrv Central ho·tel, 
Seventh -.venue and 55t 0treet, cr . Y. C. 

evening . 

A.A :B 

: e lool .. for-..:3.rd very mu h to your presence t:tui.t 

Sine ere ly yours , 

!lL~~ 
Rabbi Abraham .Avrech 
E..~ccutive Director 
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Ral-- L h h ll vrech, E JC tive irect r 
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Mr. Leon Gell■• 
Mlsraahl Or.-lu.\lon 
1133 Jroa~ 
•• fork, N• York 

K7 dear Mr. Gellaaaa 

Jae 1,. 1941 

I aa aaol• ,o ••n4 7ou aa adftDoe oop7 of -, fllU a44r••• •• 
be 4ellnred at the M11noh1 Conwn,loa, lnll I • ••41~ 7011 
aa a'b1\rao\ which ,ou 11&7 tin4 ••rnoeable. 

Wl\h all pod v11he1 an4 looking torvaz-4 wt,h plea9Ul'o to •­
tac 10'1, J r .... 1n 

Mo•' oor4J.all.7 our1, 

ADA HILLE, SILVII 

Dlola,e4 but no, •lgn.e4 

0 i - nt to ... • . !' 0 
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MEMORANDUM 

V·ith respect to providing 
Housing and Religious 
Educ~tion for children 
who come from strictly 
religious horns and who 
i~ve been forced to 
immigrate, or are aiting 
to imr1ipr,te, to Israel . 



MIZRACHI ORGANIZATION of AMERICA 

LEON OELLMAN 
Pr11uleni 

RABBI WOLP GOLD 

RABBI JACOB LEVINSON 

Honor""' Pr1sid1nts 

RABBI A. M. ASHINSKY 

ABRAHAM COHBN 
llABBI DR.. JACOB HOPPMAN 

Honor11r, Vic,-Pr,sidlflll 

DR.. P. CHUR.GIN 

RABBI DR.. M. LADER.MAN 
V ic1-Pr1sidents 

RABBI MAX KIRSHBLUM 
Executi11, Vie1-Pr1siJ1nt 

JACOB MAR.I.US 
Honor11r, Secret11r1 

ISRAEL BERMAN 
Tr1111ur1r 

NAT LEVINB 
Co-Tr111suret 

llABBI JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN 

Ch11irm11n, V uJ H11po1l 

RABBI DR.. J. B. SOLOVEITCHIK 

Ch11irm11n, V uJ H11roshi 

RABBI A. D. BUil.ACK 

Ch11irm11n, B,th Di• H11co110, 

A. M. STAVISKY 
Ch11i,m.•, Mizr11chi 
Educlltion-Exp11nsio• Pund 

ISIDORE EICHLER. 
Chairman, Mizrllchi 
Pal,slin, Fund 

HENRY L ICllAUSHAll 
Chairman, Economic 11nd 
Construction Proiecl in lsr.#I 

ISAAC BER.MAN 
Chairman, Pin11nc, 11nd 
Budg11 

DANIEL KIR.SHNER. 
Co•Ch11Wmlln, Pinanc, 11nd 
Budg,1 

1133 Broadway 

New York 10, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

September 29 • 1949 

Cable Address: MIZORIENT 

WAikins 9--1686-7-8 

i\ "'l 

Dearest and moat beloved Dr. Silver: 

The transition which Mizrachi ia nov undergoing as a result of Mr. Gellman' a 
resignation from the PresideBC7 of the American Kizrachi 1n order to 
take up hia new dutiea as head of the Merk&■ Olaai of Mizrachi in 
Jeru.sal• has kept me quite buey. A very difficu.l.t season for lJay 
Fever su.fferera, to which group I have the displeasure of belonging, 
is another reason for 'llf3 having failed to extend to you. before Rosh 
Haahanab. 11J7 heartfelt good wishes tor the new year. Fortunately, there 
ia atill time to make amends, of which opportunitr I take advantage at 
this time. ~ the llev Year brin& you and 7oura health, happiness, and 
continued opportunity to serve our people. 

Participating as I do 1n JD8JlY meetings I am continually under the impact 
of that overwhelming eenae of regret 1n which JD8D1' people share, over the 
tact that 70u are not with us in person as 7ou had been tor so many 7eare. 

We still hope and tnist with unfailing :f'aith that the day ie not far ott 
when you will return to active national leadership 1n Zioniam, where 7ou.r 
vigor and Tiaion are ao sorely needed. 

With kindest regards and best viahe1 :f'or a •Gmar Chatimah Tovah." I am 

Sincerely yours, 

mk/ra :Rabbi Max Xirahblum 
lxecutive Vice-President 

a '911.JJJJJW/- Wwnl,JlllMUfJ- -~ g.d/ta/lLL t-mue.. 



t 

Rabbi rirehblUII 
Uiarach1 Organization 
1133 Broadilq 

ork 10, Ycrk 

My dear Rabbi nr hbluau 

October 21 1910 

Tbanlc you so aucb rar your kind letter or September 29th 
and~• the New Year's greet.ire which you m • I 
reci~te II08t heartill' all yoor .--~ wl•he•, and I hope 
that tba c ·ng year will be o or alth1 cont.entmnt 
and good work■ tar you. 

I hope that I shall haw ti• pleaaure ot aee ng you ban I 
next visit New York which I hope will be betora long. 

ost cord1allT yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
A·~ aer 



Rabbi !!ax Kirahbl\lll 
1zrach1 Qrganiution 

1133 Broarfm'll:ll'U' 

r York, ' Yo~ 

de r Rabbi Kirshblumt 

r 3, l. 49 

Ur. Jacob Clri.Eel was in to aee me ye terd,v in oonneotion 
with the iml tion pro m for ,T Ah c' 1 :-on in north 
Africa, t ar t• ru ope . WO' l like pre 
brought throuch the tfdA £or an adequa appropriatio or 
children I halle ..i...1e • ...,•~n&ch n t r 11 u ps have rx, 
money £or housing, resulting, be z:udn .ns, in the f ct that 
the cvenrhell:d.n,., mn.jo ty o t e ch 1 rtainst t: oir 
lliehee an th w:1 h of the parent , turned over to 
the Le.f'tiet groups. nted to in+ r . t . -:v- lt in the 
matter• I Ia; nothi bout Youn 1 o ruians or the organ­
iution ho represent , I , montion "oun ~ ael. Io the 
Jtlaraohi t or th s acti ? sh 1 1 very happy to 
belr .rrom you. 

th all good s a, I amain 

ost, cor i lly ""O rs, 

ABBA HI I m? 



MIZRACHI ORGANIZATION of AMERICA 

LEON OELLMAN 
President 

RABBI WOLP GOLD 

RABBI JACOB LEVINSON 

H onor11ry Pr,sid1nl1 

RABBI A. M. ASHINSKY 

ABllAHAM COHEN 

RABBI DR. JACOB HOPPMAN 

H onor11ry Vic,-Pr,sid,nJJ 

OR. P. CHUI.GIN 
RABBI DR.. M. LADER.MAN 

Vice-Pr,sidents 

RABBI MAX KIRSHBLUM 
Exec11ti11, V ic,-Pr,sid,nl 

JACOB MAllUS 
Honor11ry S1cre111ry 

ISRAEL BEllMAN 
Tr,asure, 

NAT LEVINB 
Co-Tr111s11rH 

llABBI JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN 

Cb11irm11n, V ud H,,po,J 

P.ABBI DB.. J. B. SOLOVElTCHIK 

Chair,,,.,,., V ud Httrosbi 

RABBI A. D. BUllACJC 

Cbllirm,,n, B11b Din H11&0110II 

A. M. STA VISKY 
Cb11irm,,n, Mizr11cbi 
e_.11c,,1ion-&p-1ion P•u 

ISIOOllB BIOILBll 
Cha;,,,,_, Mizr11chi 
pJ,,,;,,. P11,,. 

HENllY L JCllAUSH/Jl 

Cb11irman, Economic """ 
Co,ulr#clion Proiecl ;,. lsrMJ 

ISAAC B.EllMAN 
Cb11i,m11n, p;,.,,,,c, """ 
BiuJg,1 

DANIEL KJRSHNEll 
Co-Cb11wman, Pin11nc, ,,,,. 
B,uJg,1 

1133 Broadway 

New York 10, N. Y. 

rovember a, 1949 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tenrole 
E. 105th St. at 2el Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dearest Dr. Silver: 

I gratefully acknowledge yours of -Iovember 3rd. 

Cable Address: MIZORlfNT 

WAtkins 9-4686-7-8 

The yroblem of creating greater absorptive capacity for religious 
children coming to Israel is indeed a ver--J painful one. On one hand 
we bave no facilities to accommodate the children being offered for 
our auspices and on the other hand we are not given sufficient funds 
by the Jewish Agency to put up uch institutions. fizrachi is, of 
course , doing its utmost to create additional facilities but we cannot 
possibly measure up to the respon ibilities. 

.fr. Grifel and a number of outstanding orthodox lay.men have been to 
see me sometime ago and I made it clear that while we have full sympathy 
for the cause which they are ponsoring, we are in no position to af­
filiate ourselves officially with their group and a:9pear as if we id 
not know the financial difficulties under which the Jewish gency is 
laboring. These good and sincere people have , however, the full right 
+.r. nrAr:s the Jewinh Agency for a new kind of annroach to solve this 
pa inful problem. 

At: far as the Young Guardians are concerned, I am not acquainted with 
them. I take it for granted , however, that it includes some of the 
gentlemen referred to above , who li.ad a long conversat.:.on ui th Nr. Kol 
last Fridny but am not familiar with the results achieved. 

The above-stated is, of course, to be treated as confidential , inacmuch 
as I should not like 1r. Grifel or anyone else to get the impression 
that I did something to kill your genuine interest in the matter. As 
a matter of fact, I wouln be most happy if I saw aw of getti the 
Aeency to h nus in building absorption facilities f or the truly 
religious children now cooing into I orael . 

ost cordia.11 

~ 
mk/rs Rabbi Max Kirshblum 

a. §AJJwUlf/.- Wl.unl,Jlll.l./tqL - ~ .1. .. _ ~ -~_e_c~~i v,- _V_ic~ re~ dent 
~ ~"1/l.Q.Rl,,L l'Ul.d. (l. 
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ovember 8, 1949 

Rabbi Dr. Abba Hillel Silver:-continued-

P.S. You must have seen the item in the II ew York Times" 
dealing with Ben-Gurion 1s most recent utterance which brol.l€ht 
about new confusion in the minds of those ho speak about a 
new era for Zionist e:x:pansion. I ho:pe to ee you in ' ew York 
at the end of the month and nerhaps even before that in Cleveland 
and will tell you something of our recent deliberations at the 
Jewish Agency. 
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concerninc the efforts retainin: a traditional and 

reli!:;ious education of children, \7ho, as a result of 

prevailing conditions, have been forced to leave 

their former hor.1es - es"')eciall"'r in EuroDe and Africa . . ., .. 

and are broucht to Erez-Israel by the Rescue Work. 
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I. RESUME 

In the most countries of Europe, as well as North Africa 
and the Near East, the greater part of the children are dep­
endent upon public Rescue. Almost all are endeavorinc to emi­
crate, particularly to Erez-Israel. The practical care for, as 
well as the transportation and later accomodation, the children 
is effected by the elements who transfer them to left-radical 
parties, in complete disrecard of the fact most of the children 
in Africa almost all - come from an environment opposed to 
that kind or think1nc and livins. 

A significant ~rt is played by the Hashomer Hatziar 

(Mapam), people who in their system of education as well as 

in their world outlook are following the Soviet Russian 
pattern. 

It is true that a number of protests have been raised 

and that certain decisions have been taken by some authorities 

towards a regulation of this situation. The results to date, 

however have been very neglicible because of the discrepancy 

between theoretical declarations and practice, and also by 

trying to apply a political undertone to this situation in 

order to intimidate would-be interventions by considering the 

latter as interference in sovereign matters. In the Memorandum 

it will be established be~ond doubt that this ~oint of view 
V • 

does not apply to the actual facts but that the 9roblem in­

volved is one of a principle of human ri:hts. A suppression 

of this nrincinle is successfullv effected in that the other - .. ... 

parties hold a creater position of power, and they have larger 

funds available, These sums come to them not only from their 

own sources, but they dispose to a greater extent of the 

moneys of the different appeals, as this will be explained 

furthe~ in this Memorandum. The reculation of this situation 

is thus possible in great part through a correction in the 
distribution of the funds. 

I. 

II. PROPOSALS -
In order to rectify the situation, the following is 
proposed: 

The A.J.D.C., in distributinG the funds,should have 
to watch over the apportionment and should bear in mind 
the situation of the reli~ious Jews and their Institutions. -
The aim should be clearly stated that every child having a 

religious b~ckground will be given the opportunity to receive 

a religious education and will be protected from being brought 
up in an anti-re11~1ous surrounding. 

In cases where the distribution of the .funds would be, more 
or less, outside the ran~e of the A.J.D.C. subventions for the 
rel1cioua Inst:I t,.ltions should have to be gt.ven separately. 
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(For further details see the APPendi~) 

II. The religious parties who receive funds from the 

United Jewish Appeal should have to be obligated to approximate 

a co~siderable amount for the Youth Education, and a 

portion of that shall be applied towards making the acceptanoe 

of further children-emigrants possible. T.h_e report that 

may well be expected to this would be that the respective 

parties do so already. In -theory that is true, but in 

practice it has been shown that they do not full _justice 

to that part of their task. 

The budgets of the respective parties would have to 

be examined in order to vertify the necessity to t1e expen-

ditures and then to determine the exact percentage of 

expenditures towards the acceptance of new children. 

At this point it might be briefly mentioned that 

outside of the religious parties-Mizrachi and Poale Uizrachi, 

Agudah and Poale Agudah - there has recently been formed 

a religious section within tae Histadruth, bearing the name 

ovad aad,lti, and is being led by Professor Joshua Leibovitsh. 

rt should be recommended to this group as well as that they 

establish further acceptance centers in Erez-Israel, and 

they should also be assured of t~e necessary funds. 

Other religious institutions wh9. receive funds from 

the United Jewisn Appeal for children 8hould also be 

obligated to approximate a portion of their budgets for the 

acceptance of new children. Arrangements will have to be made 

for permanent supervision in . this respect .. 

III. It would, of course, be of great importance if 

one could also intervene with the Erez-Israel Authorities 

wi~h regard to rectifying existing conditions. (For further 

details see APPENDIX) However, it must be stated specifically 

that the other proposals would not be made dependent upon 

the outcome of an agreement with the Erez-Israel Authorities, · 

since negotiations alone would necessitate a certain 

length of time. This is especially so, since our proposals 

are not political in nature and also because they are con­

cerned, to a great extent, with those children who are outside 

of Erez-rsrael. 

rv. For the realization of this task whica represents 

t:ie purpose of this I:1emorandum - it would probably be 

advisable to create a body, consisting of several persons, 

wL1ose task it would be to prevent the children of our genera.., 

tion from being broug~1t over to ati1eism and left radicalism. 
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They must have the serious determination to devote them­

selves to this task not only from a religious and social 

viewpoint but also from a profound feeling for justice. 

Th~y must comprehend the terrible injustice that is being 

perpetrated when children are being robbed of the tradition 

of their parents. The members of such a body would have to 

be allowed considerable independence. They should be 

granted a status comparable to that of a judge. In the 

negotiations and directives, they should not have to be 

mindful of parties and party-prestige. The above mentioned 

task should be their suprema lex. 

This body would have to be appropriated in order 

to enable them to fulfill their task. For, outside of the 

.recommendations made for the budgets of the Institution~ 

mentioned in these Proposals, large funds will be neces­

sary to prepare properly for the impending major emigration 

of Jewish children in the various countries where they 

are situated, and to assure these children a supra-

partisan accommodation, together with a Jewish education 

rooted in the fundamental principals of the Torah. rt 

might be noted that - with respect to financing - it is mainly 

a question of housing, since maintainance is assured for all 

children in equal measure on the part of the Government. 

With regard to the distribution of these funds, I 

would propose that one or more members of this body visit 

the countries personally and allocate the funds wherever 

necessary. This would also have a certain significance with 

regard to contact with certain circles in America and the 

Jews in North Africa. 

The body is also to support the project of sending 

American teachers and instructors to Western Europe and North 

Africa. The fact is that a considerable number of teachers 

and instructors is needed. rt is planned to recruit 25~ in 

.Erez-Israel and 25% in America, while the balance is to 

come from Europe and even Africa. In America, the college 

students will have to :be resorted . to, · and they are · •either 

to have a command of Ivrith or of one of the two languages 

with which they can make themselves understood with the 

North African Jews, and these ar~ Arabic and French. The 

body is to make contact with the leading rabbinical author­

ities, as well as the religious parties and other institu­

tions. However, it is not be overemphasized that the 

success of the action will depend largely on the constant 

supervision of the competent officers, lest their treatment 

of the children-qu~stion be influenced by other consideration 

or political calculation. (Further details - see Appendix)' 
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III. PERSONf.L RE1-1llLiKS CONCERNING MY WORK TO DATE 

For a better understanding of tne situation and of a 

clarification of the circumstance which leads me to pre-

sent this matter in the above described manner, I see 

myself obliged to make a few remarks about my Rescue 

activities. Rabbi Johlgelernter has pointed out to me 

that this is necessary. 

My first mission in public relief work was given to 

me in the year 1943. I was delegated to Istanbul by the 
supra-partisan. Rescue Com..Tiittee which had been formed at 

the time by the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem and which was 

chaired by Mr. rschal Greenbaum. During my stay in Turkey 

I also received the license of the American State 

department through tr1e United Embassy in Ankara, 

and this entitled me, among other things, to be in contact 

with enemy countries in matters of rescue. I was able to 

make use of this license at the time when I was appointed 

as the representative of the American vaad Hatzal~. At 

that time the leading representatives of the Jewish 

Agency in Istanbul and in Jerusalem accepted my point of 

view. I ~elt that it was necessary to have personalities 

of first order to come to Ankara and undertake - together 

with Ambassador Steinhardt - rescue activities on a larger 

scale. I was also instructed to proceed with my proposals 

and to explain to Jerusalem the necessity of having three 

such personalities present at Ankara. Chief Rabbi ~erzog 

and Dr. EliaSJ.1 came to Ankara in person, while Mr. Ben-Gurion 

was represented there by one of his closest associates. 

Mr. Ira Hirschmann, the personal delegate of President 

Roosevelt came to Ankara at the same time. As you were 

the initiator of this rescue work, I may presume that you 

are thoroughly familiar with the work done then. I only 

wish to remark briefly that - as this was readily vertified 

lRter on in Romania - the work as well as the actions which 

were made possible on the bases of the afore mentioned 

American license contributed largely to the fact the 

Romanian Jewery was spared deportation, the dang.er of which ----- - ------- -- - --- ---
was iminent at that time. 

With regard to Hungarian Jews, the rescue activities 

could not be effected with adequate success because of 

different circumstances - which should be explained separately 

and because of the occupation of Hungary by_ the ~ermans 

since March 1944. However, it was possible - thank God 

and thanks to vario1J.s interventions, as well as through 

the transmission of documents to the Jews there - to rescue 

a part of them. 
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The benefits arising out of the above na ed merican 

license I put entirely at the disposal ot our council­

called Moarza - for the rescue of Jews w~thout regard to 

their religious vie ws . I also cooperated closely with all 

members of tnis Moatza. At that time I was also in close 

contact with the representatives of the Joint Istanbul, 

and I was a member of the Finance Committee there, consisting 

of three persons. 

During the war and thereafter, I also worked together 

with Dr. A. Barth who headed the Magbit Hitgaysut Vohatzala, 

rescue fund for the benefits of the soldier families in 

Brez-Israel and for rescue work in Europe. 

At the end of the war I returned from Jerusalem from 

w~ere I was again delegabed to Europe as tJe authorized 

agent of Chief Rabbi Herzog as well as from the Rescue 

Cor.-i:-ai ttee in Jerusalem. I worked primarily in Germany, 

Czechoslovakia, Italy, Romania and ?ranee, 

In Czechoslovakia I worked in close contact with 

the local Director of the Joint, Mr. Israel Jacobso.i.m, as 

well as the several of the American Embassy staff, in 

particular with Mr. Hugo Weisgall who, in the year 1945, 

held the post of Military Attache at the American Emb assy 

in Prague and later became cultural hdvisor of the same 

Embassy. At many occasions I also, worked together with 

~&bbi Viktor vorhand in Prague. 

In Italy I was a close associate with almost 

constant co-worker of Mr. Rafaela Cantoni in Rome. Mr. 

Cantoni is President of the Union of Jewish Congregations of 

rtaly, as well as t~e member of the Board of one of the largest 

Banks of the countrJ. Together, we managed to make 

particularly successful arrangements with the Italian 

Government which was of great importance for the emi ~ration 

of Jews from the East and their transit to Erez-rsrael. 

For this purpose, Mr. Cantoni came to Prague once where 

we made a joint petition to the Italian Embassy. The latter 

assisted in the rescue of Jews from the East-especially 

from Poland - who fled as a result of post-war programs 

there. In Italy I was also in contact with the Directors 

of the Joint there, Messrs. Brick, Resnik, and Trobe, as 

well as-of-course with the representatives of the Erez­

Israel Institutions who were entrusted with the rescue and 

emigration work. My own work for Rescue continued in the 

same non-partisan spirit. 
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In 1948 I was named co-director of the European office 
of the Central orthodox Co~~ittee ( c. o. c. ) in Paris. The 
head officer of this committee is an American, Rabbi nr. 
Laderman, of Denver, Colorado. 

I came to the United states in order to work out a de­
tailed clarification with the Presidents of the Union of 
orthodox Rabbis and to see how far the aim which the c.o.c. 
set for itself at its inception could be attained. All this 
now depends on the further development of things. (For 
details regarding the c.o.c. see SURV~Y OF ORG '.NILATIONS, 
part V of this Memorandum.) 

IV. GENERAL RbMARKS 

In the course of my activities for the Rescue Work, as 

outlined before, I soon had the opportunity to make some 

observations of basic importance. 

I had occasion to convince myself - more than ever - of 

the great devotion of my Erez-Israel colleagues. But on the 

other hand, I h~d to note the lack of genuine Jewish tradi­

tion which was havin3 detrimental effects. very often, the 

specifically Jewish spirit was missing wnich would place 

the fulfillment of obligations in the field of rescue 

higher than anything else in the world. These men were pre­

pared to risk their lives if rescue activities required 

it - but, they came u~ider the terrible restrainins influence 

when it came to so called prestige of party or organization. 

It is only due to very speical circumstances - which could 

be enumerated separately - that it was possible to reduce 

this situation to a minimum. 

At that time I came in contact with transports of 

emigrants. A large part of t~em came by boat and from there 

by rail to Erez-rsrael. Other tr&nsports went by rail 

via Bulgaria and from there to Erez-Israel. I was then able 

to see how children of religious parents were forced to come 

into left radical hands-for, the children were subject to a 

party-quota. There was a predetermined percentage which 

caused them to be divided up among the parties. N~ture and 

origin of this quota - systeJll will be discussed later on. 

(See Part VI. of this Memorandum). 

This injustice towards the children gave rise to a 

number of protests from various sides. It is true that several 
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things have been undertaken, but, sotar, no pructical 

solution has been found. Mention may be made to a pro-

tocoll agreed upon in Zurich which, however was of no 

practical value eit~er. (SEE Part VI. of this Memorandum). 

The whole problem as I experienced it, is basically 

a humanitarian one. This may be illustrated by a few incidents 

which, far better than any theoretical elaborations, will 

clarify the whole situation: 

1. Together with three Americans who came to Europe to 

study the prevailing conditions in connection with the 

formation of the c.o.c. (see Part v.), I witnessed the follow­

ing in Prague. A transport with 440 children from Romania 

stayed there for several days before continuing on their 

trip to Holland. Again only 20% came under the care of the 

religious parties, the others being in t~e hands of the 

n1eft". Among the children of this transport there were 

70 children wao had been entrusted to the transport-leader 

by the OSE, a neutral organization. Already in Prague, these 

70 children had been divided up among the parties of the 

"left". 

Through contact with the children, we were able to 

note, that from the moment they came under the patronage 

of those responsible for the transport, i.e. the parties 
to which they were allocated, so to speak, they had to stop 

in their religious observances. Along with their allocation 

to the parties, they also had to embrace the dogmas of that 

party automatically, and they often discussed these things 

without understanding them. Thus, for example, one child 

was overhead to have accused another child, which had been 

given to t1e leftist party in Prague: "But only yesterday 

you said that there · was a God". The gentlemen of the committee 

and inparticular Mr. ~eckler, who is not an extre~ely 

observant Jew himself, were terribly indignant about this. 

Mr. ~eckler said that upon his return to America, he would 

do everything in order to counter this dirtiest of all 

party deals with things not most holy. 

2. A child belonging to another children-transport 

complained in a letter that it h ~d to place its pr~yerbook 

under a hole of a bag containing its belongings in order to 

be able to say the daily prayers. 

3. Some weeks ago children from North - Africa - already 

taken to a radical camp in France - still continued to pray 

with Minyan and asked for a Sefer Torah, They were completely 

unaware of the fact that they were in the hands of radical, 
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4. In Africa itself the representatives of the Left 

do not fail to resort to any measures, regardless of whether 

these are Just or not. Thus it was that in Morocco a 

representative of the Shomer-Hatzair - which is the radical 

Left - regularly took part in the services of the local 

Synagoge. One day he explained to the people there that the 

name of his party was appropriately 1Shomer Hatzair' 

(meaning 'Young Guardian') since it was the task of his 

party to see to it that the youth euard and observe the 

precepts of the Torah. - After they had once gotten the youths 

and children and taken them to France, they immediately went 

to work and 1ncalculated into the children their theories 

which prohib~ted any contacts with parents as being "fascistic" 

reminiscence", and also to disrespect Tradition. 

These incidents - picked up at Random - show that a 

terrible cri~ is being committed against the principles of 

human freedom, especially freedom of Religion. It is a crime, 

futhermore, against the parents of these unfortunate child­

ren, the larger part of whom has brought immense sacrifice to 

assure the religious education of their children. 

1-

V V. SURVEY OF TEE ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES 

1. American Organizations 

Joint Distribution Committee 
Chairman for Europe: Dr. Josef Schwarz 
Vice Chairman for Europe : Mr. Passman 
Vice Chairman for Europe: Mr. Backelman 

2- Central Orthodox Committee ( c.o.c.) 
This Committee was formed by an agreement between 

the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada 
and the Joint Distribution Committee for religious Rehabil­
itation in Europe,etc. 

Head Officer of the c.o.c. : Dr. Laderman 
Co-Director of the European Office : Jacob Griffel 

II Organizations of Erez-Israel 

1, Non-pastisan Rescue Committee of the Jewish Asency 

It was formed during the war and chaired by Mr. IZchak Green­
baum. It has since ceased to function. 

2- Special Mission of the Jewish Agency 

It was formed in order to nesotiate and supervise the agree­
ment signed in Zurich ( See Part IV) and consisted of two 
members of the Executive. 

3- Aliyath Hanoar 

This is the department of the Jewish Agency whiclt 

is in charge of the immigration of children in Klita 
( ascription in the land} 

4- The religious parties in Erez-Israel 

They are significant for the rescue work as 
they are aooepting a part of the children in their institutions. 



III. Local Organizations in Europe and Africa 

1. Connnitteetul Democratic Evrejaska in Romania 
A Romanian organization under Communist leadership 

which excerts a strong influence upon the emigration of 
children from Romania. 

2. Ozar Hatorah 
An organization initiated by Mr. Isaac Shalom which 

established a network of schools in Morocco. 
3. Action taken by Dr. Pacifici 

Dr. Pacifici, fonnerly a judge in Italy md later a resi­
dent of Jerusalem, devoted a larger part of his life-
and also his means- to the education of Oriental Jews. 
In behalf of the Jews of North Africa he cot in touch with 
Baron Rothschild am Sir Robert Valey Cohn in London and 
conferred in Paris with Messrs. Warburg and Dr.Schwarz. 
(For further details see Part VIII.) 

VI. SURVEY OF THE SIGNIFICANT RULES AND 
REGULATIONS, 

The whole Rescue work 1s dominated by a number of 
rules and rezulations which exert a deep influence on its 
whole structure. 

1. The most importait one so-called Party-Suota. 

The distribution of the children follows a certai.n quota­

sys·tem according to which in Europe the religious Organization 

receive 2oi to 2si aid the other organizations (mostly 

anti-religious ) 75%. For North-Africa, where general agree­

ment exists that the children are 100% religious, the actual 

quota is 60% for the religious organizations and 40% for the 

anti-religious parties. 

Of course, there was never an agreement on this 

quota sys tern, which is contrary to all principles of human 

freedom and dignity. It was a de facto re~ulation which 

gradually assumed the character of a dogma. Its causes are 

exclusively of a financial nature. The party-quota actually 

came about because certain parties have the funds available 

and can accept children in the homes established by them 

in the traneit countries, and also because they have the 

means for the transportation. This state of affairs compels 

the parents of the religious children to hani these over to -----------
anti -relfgiou~ organizations in order to have them rescued 

out of these countries. This involves a human tragedy which 

is beyond description. 
2, Agreement of Zurich 
Since due to the quota system, a great number of children 

of religious background fell into the hams ot the "left", 

the Executive of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem decided in 

19471 as a result of interventions by different institutions 

as well as by the chief Rabbi Rerzoc in Jerusalem - to 
dele 
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Those named were Rabbi Fish.-inan and Mr. Moshe Colodny if 

these gentlemen came to Europe. They decided, amonQ other 

things, as per agreement signed in Zurich , that all orphaned 

children under and including the age of ten were to receive 

a religious education, while those over the a3e of ten 

inquiries were to be m~de into their background etc. It must 

be said that, not even one child was transferred to the 

proper Institute, as per this decision. 

T~c1e reason for this complete failure-again-is solely 

financial in character. No means were available to dele gate 

the proper personalities or to form the necess ar y co:nmi t tees 

and sub-co~m1ittees. This, agreement remained on paper 

and the quota-syste ;-n became unchallenged dogma. 

3. Regulations for the Klita (acceptance and accomoda-

tion) in Erez-Israel The Klita, the final stop of the Rescue 

work is ruled by the following regulations. In Erez-Israel 

all parties who receive children also receive t _1e funds for 

the maintanance - under the condition that they, themselves, 

put up the houses. And here again it is a fact that the 

religious Institutions have incomparably less money available 

with which to put up houses. Thus they have difficulties to 

accept even the children which are given them under the 

quota-system. 

The organizations of tae "left" were alv1ays in the 

position to comply with t~e conuition - to provide neces­

sary housin6 for t he children - as they had a~pl J funds 

available, as granted to t nem under various titles by both 

the Joint and t ie United Jewish Appeal and through other 

campaigns and funds. 

4. Regulations concerning t ~e trust - emigration 

from North Africa via Fr&nce and It aly. 

Regulations similar to those of t he Xli t a rule al8o the 

t it i t • f N th A f • • F It 1 rans -m gra. ion rom or .. r i c a vi u 1rance or ~ y. 

One of tae leaders of Aliyat Hanoar in Paris declared tha t he 

would be ready to place the children in religious Institutions 

and approve maintenance expense for them from Joint-funde, 

1£ these institutions would prov i de the houses. Since the 

religious parties and Institut i ons did not provide t~e neces. 

sary number of houses, one par t of t :1e children was g'iven 

to the leftist p~rties and their Institutions. This is a 

very characteristic proof for t:1e fac t tha t t _1e 1 ihole 

situation is only a question of mor.ey , since in France there 

is the possibility to buy a good many h ouses (chate uux) or 

simply to rent them. 



-11-

VII .hCTIVITiwS IN ,EUROPE especially in RO ill.NL. 

1. About my activities in Europe, especi~lly in Romania 

I want to point out the following. 

There are about 3000,000 Jews - among them 50,000 

children (more than in all Europe). A part of Romania­

Transylvania - is strictly religious and well-versed 

in Torah. Bukovina has a similar record. In old-Romania­

called Reget - a larger part of tne Jews are non observant, 

but none of the parents would ever agree to having their 

children disre6ard even Yom Kippur and Kaddis ·1, or t :1 t 

they would receive an education hostile to Religion and 

Trudi tion. Many of t .. 1e parents have given me declarations 

on the b~sis of whicn I was to demand the children returned 

from the leftist parties, after t3eir leaving Romania. 

But it is a known fact that it is very difficult to win 

back children to another education after a certain time. 

JI. The Distribution of Funds 

Of the funds sent t .?.1ere by the Joint, all Talmud-Thora 

Schools, Synogogues, Rabbis and other religious Institutions 

receive 2% in all of the budget - under the heading of 

"cultural activities". 

\ ·i th regard to children's aid it is as follows: 

In theory such aid is given equally to all Insti­

tutions regardless with which party they are affiliated. But 

this is as we said - only in theory, because in practice 

it is a fact tnat t~e religious children's Institutions are 

not at all in a position to maintain the:11selves. The maximum 

amount of Joint aid is 2,000 Lei per month per child 

(actual value .~4.00). For a minimum of food, consistinG of 

beans a.nd corn and only t l1ree times a week bread, t }1e need 

is for 3,000 Lei. Thus 1,000 Lei are missing in order to 

cover the minimum of these r. ree i te.ns - which is 1,000 

Lei per month per child . But the leftist parties have other 

sources of income. They are also de facto the power behind 

emigration and transport-actions, and they have larger sums 

at their disposal. on the other hand, the religious parties 

and children's Institutions can not count on any other 

direct source of funds. Added to this is the fact that the 

native population is almost wholly pauperized. 

It ought to be said that at the time of my pre-

sence in Romania no political pressure was exserted on the 

religious children's Institutions as such. It was generally 

held that as long as t .oe Church - which was ra t .1er strong-
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was not being persecuted, the religious Jewish Institutions 

would also not be persecuted. This, the catastrophic condition 

of the religious children w~s mainly to be traced back 

to the financiel dis proportion that prevailed. 

The number of c~ildren in certain Institutions 

of trbditional Jews has decreased during the period of 1947 

to 1948, from 2785 t o 1085. 

III. With regard to t he children's transports the 

following may be mentioned. 

The two ships which, in December 1947, carried 

15,000 persons to Cyprus, including 4,000 children. Of 

these the two religious parties received 1,000 berths and 

leftists received 3,000 berti1s. Thus 3,000 children fell 

into tae hands of the leftists. And there was not t~e slight­

est justification as to why these children snould receive 

the kind of education that Schomar Hatziar, or similar 

groups can give them. 

IV. My negotiations concerning a children's 

transport of 500 children. 

For a long time I personally negotiated for 

a children's transport. I received the necessury permission 

and word was sent to Bucharest that an exit permit had 

been granted for the 500 children involved. With rea ~rd to 

the necessarJ funds for transportation I had to cont-ct 

the Joint in Paris. rt was not until two montas later that 

a conference concerning this mat t er could take place with 

Dr. Schwarz. Dr. Scnwarz guve permission for t .. 1.is trL-nsport 

as well as for t _1e expenses connected ,i1i th it. I . .1 .edia tely 

thereafter I flew to Bucharest. During that time furt~er 

politic al changes l1ad developed there, and I was told, "It 

is true that the tr~nsport was promised to you, but you 

have come too late. According to ollr views, the \~orld is not 

"statis" (sic.} In September we still had a king , now is 

a republic, etc. 11 

The matter of a separate children 1 s trans-

port has not been given up entirely, but it has been delayed 

and definitely made more difficult. 

v. Finally I wish to give a survey of the discus-

sions which I had with Dr. Schwarz after returning from a 

half a year's stay in Romania. 

I have discussed the situation in Romania 

thoroughly with him, since he wus well fa:nilic.1.r wit;:1 it 

fro.:1 an earlier visit, and he was informed abou.t t _1e con­

dition of the religious Jews and their Institutions. 

~id for t~e Ro~anian religioua Jewry was to be as 

follows. 
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1. Rendering separat e childr~n•s transports possi ble, 

1.e. independent of Aliyat-qanoar and tneir party quota. 

2. Appropriatin~ separate subventions for children's 

homes and Institutions of tl1e religious Jews. 

Under point number 1 Dr. Schwarz understood that it 

would not be necessary any longer to bring children to 

France to Romani~, in order to take them from there to 

~rez-Isrbel. Rather in view of the independence of t~e 

Jewish State, they could go directly from Constanza to 

Haifa - under the following conditions: 

a. That, immediatelJ upon receipt of exit permits, 

the children be taken out of Romania. 

b. That the children are not to be subject to party­

quota. 

The representative of Aliyat-Hanoar declared then 

and there that my point of view with regard to a-

is incorrect and that he, too, was informed that t ~e child­

ren would have to leave Romania im.~ediately upon receipt 

of the exit permit; also that, since Erez-Isr~el could now 

accept children only over a certain a 6 e - and t t1ose to a limit­

ed number - it is justified that the children be ta~-cen to 

France for the present. 

To point number b- the Representa tive of the 

·Aliyat-3anoar, after discus~ion witn his superior from 

Tel Aviv, gave a ne gative reply. 

Thereupon Dr. Schwarz approved the separate children's 

transport. 

After that Dr. Sc~~arz went to Erez-Israel. Upon 

his return from there , he retracted his approval for the 

Special-Transport. The reason was in the main, chat he had 

contacted the relig ious parties there, and t hese were not 

interested. Thereupon I had a very detailed confere nce with 

Dr. Schwarz. I explained to him tha t t he conditions prevail­

ing at the time when he had given approv a l for the ..,epLr .. . te 

transport had actually not cnans ed. I also drew his attention 

to the followinb fact s , the importance of which can not be 

emphasized enough: 

It is a fact tnat t~ere are about 50,000 children 

in Romania. The fact is also that these childr ~n - i.f they 

go by way of the Aliyat-Hanoar - will, to 75% automatic~lly 

be brougnt to parties of tae Left. The circumstance that 

the religious parties will be "satisfied" with less, does 

not change matters any. rt only shows that these parties are 

not the proper autnorities who are competent to see to it that 

religious children do not fall into the hands of tae Left. 
f 

It is true indeed that the religious parties have accomplished 



-14-

a great deal. They have also accepted a certain number 

of children in their institutions, But they can not be 

said to be competent ;.uthority whic:i can take care 

of the cnildren - problem in general. 

nr, Schwarz felt that all this was actually the con· 

cern of the Brez-Israel institutions and that ~e could 

hardly interfere t'1ere. I pointed out to him tha t this 

objection mig'1t be a valid arguement at first sight. But, 

at closer range, it would become clear that it would not 

be rigl1.t to drop our work because of suc:1. an argu.·1ent 

since it can not be a dogma th&. t c,1.ildren c • n o bt:,.in their 

pernit to enter Erez-Israel solely of the basis of the 

quota-system. 
,.fter this diticussion - and a detailed study of the 

matter, wnich I had personnally requested - nr. c:, c:w1arz 

confirmed tne separ:,.t~ childrens transport witn certain 

conditions, as per letter under date of 1,ugust 25. 

To point number 2 (see page 13): on the basis of 

very extensive material - vertified as far as possible - I 

set up budget statements. These above show t ,1.e necessity for 

subsidies in the amount of 6,400,000 Lei per mont1., as 

well as single subsidy of 3,450,000 Lei. This money 

would be necessary in order to support and maintain the 

religious institutions and also the children•s ho~es of 

traditional Judaism. fro:n Romania - whic:1 

Immediately upon my return 

was in the beginning of June - I set up form8.l bud:;e t and 

Joint office. For various 

turned it over to the proper 

reasons - and also bec:suse of a trio of Mr. Bec\{lmc.n, vice­

Chuirm&.n of tne curopL&.n Joint, to Bukarest - tne matter 

\1as delayed considdrable. In October 1948 I received word 

that Ir.• Schwarz had decided to send , 25,000 to Romania, 

To date - on the basis of this amount - 2 l. illion Lei 

hue been transmitted there. According to tae offici-1 rate 

_of eJtchange, '· 25,000 1Quld equal the a,nount of about 

4 .dillion Lei. However, in all fairness, I wish to state 

that a further delay in transmitting ·~25,000 can not be 

attributad to any fault of the Joint•s. There was an exten~ 

sive correspondence about how to put the transfer into 

effect, and since 1, as well as other members of the 

co·.11:1i ttee, had a certain misgiving about the transfer-manner 

chosen by tl1.e Joint, I myself requested to reduce t:1e @e 

first transfer to l½~illion Lei. And Dr• schwarz felt that 

at first, only 1 Million Lei snould be sent. T is red-ic ti('J\• 
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as. authorized by Dr. Schwarz, naturally bore out the 

justification for my misgivings. 

Up to now the Joint has not been able to approve 

of any other way for the transfer of the funds. 

The fact is, however, that the people in Romania 

have received only a fraction of the amount necessary 

for their minimum maintenance. For, even if the entire 

sum of$ 25, 000 has been transferred, it would ·not have 

covered the very carefully calculated budget-which 

was set up for a period of only one month. And by this 

time, many months had already gone by. 

Dr. Schwarz has recently promised to settle this matter, 

and I am waiting further word about this from P~ris, and 

also from Bukarest. 

VI. Other countries of Europe 

In the other countries of Europe there are also a 

whole number of problems with regard to Youth-Rescue. 

However, I wish to restrict myself to Romania as the 

country with the largest number of children. I am also 

in a position to deliver a report on the other countries. 

VIII. ACTIVITIES IN NORTH AFRICA 

As is probably known, there now exists a great 

desire to emigrate in almost all the North African 

countries, However, it must never be said openly there 

that the people wish to emigrate to Erez•Israel in 

view of the danger of arousing the enmity of the Arabs. 

Thus, the people from Morocco, Algiers, Tunis and Tangiers 

come, primarily, to narsei+le e,nq · ih~se Tripoli 

go to Naples. In the last view month this emigration 

has been proceeding under such panickly conditions that 

it has become a serious problem to the reception centers 

in M~rseille. Among tne emigrants, there ar e a number of 

sick persons some of whom are incurable and can not be 

allowed to enter Erez-rsrael. 

Attempts are being made to regulate things thel'e 

as far as possible, and several expeditions with medical 

supplies and equipment are being snnt to North-Africa. And 

here again the question of the children and especially 

the gap that exists between theory came to the fore. 
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Theoretically it has been acknowledged by all competent 

agencies that the North African Jews are religious, 

and so it is obvious that for their children only 

religious educational instutitions can be considered 

proper for tnem. This has been acknowledged by the 

competent Joint agencys as well as by the Aliyat-Hanoar. 

The latter group only requested - in particular in rtaly-

that the children be boarded in non-partisan, religious 

Institutions. DE FACTO, that is actually, 40~ 

of the children who have come to Europe from North 

Africa up until now have fallen into the hands of the 

Left. 
Reference was already made to the declaration of 

one of the leaders of Aliyat-Honoar in Paris (see page 10} 

to the effect thut he would be re&dy to place the 

children in religious institutions and approve maintenance 

expenses for the~ fro~ Joint-funds, if these institutions 

would provide the houses. Since the religious parties 

and institutions did not provide the necessary number 

of houses, one part of t~e children was given to the 

leftist parties and their institutions. 

one group of Nort~ African children was handed over 

by their leaders of the trunsport - who are members of 

the Hechalutz and the Aliyat-Hanoar - to the Lefists by 

virtue of the followinJ intrigue. The group of 150 

youngsters was informed by the transport leaders that they 

were standing before a choice: either they could be 

placed in a yeshiva, or they could enter the Army where 

they would receive decorations etc. However the youths 

were told at that time that even if they did enter 

the Army, they could still be observant Jews. Several 

protests were raised about this in the Erez-Israel press, 

but too late. 

In order to prevent this kidnapping of children 

and youths to go any further in North Africa, several 

steps have been undertaken. 

Action taken__£Y ozar Hatorah 

ozar Hatorah, the organization initiated and 

organized by Mr. Jsaac Shalom, established a network of 

schools in Morocco. These institutes require several 

improvements, especially with regard to hygienic facilities, 

but this fact remains that ozar Hatorah has commen-

dable work. They have also sent teachers into small 

communitie~ to ,~hich no organizatio~ had hitherto sent any 

delegates. 
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·ACtion Taken by Dr. pacifici 

Dr. pacifici, formerly a judge in Italy and later 

a resident of Jerusalem, who has devoted a larger part 

of his life - and also of his means - to the education 

of oriental Jews, went to London where he got in touch 

with various personalities, among them Bar9~ Rothschild 

and Sir Robert valey Cohen. While in London, he received 

recommendations to Messrs. Warburg and Dr. Schwarz. CHe 

conferred with both these gentlemen in Paris. A s~ort 

time after that, Dr. Schwarz contacted Mr. Y izchak werfel­

who is at present the authorized agent of the Jewish 

Agency for the entire emigration into Erez-Israel - and 

suggested to the latter to speak with Dr. Pacifici. At the 

request of Mr. werfel, I conferred with Dr. pacifici for 

the time being. 

According to Mr. werfelts plan - as given to me -

Dr. Schwarz was to set up a children's home in France for 

about 500 to 600 children. This home was to be of a neutral­

religious nature under the patronage of the Aliyat Hanoar. 

The negotiations with Dr. Pacifici were not easy since the 

experience with Aliyat Hanoar with regard to a retention 

of Religious and Tradition had been unfavorable. Dr. Paci­

fici places particular emphasis on the Tradition of Sephardic 

Jews. H9 is of the opinion that the children receive an 

education fitting and orientated on Erez-rsrael, but, at the 

same time, their Tradition is to be retained. With a view 

to prevailing circumstances and the urgency of the matter, 

Dr. Pacifici let hi:nself be persuaded to enter into an 

agreement accordingly. This was done in the form of letters, 

under_ dat~ of' Nove:':lp~r 30_,_ addres~_eq to Dr .. Schwar~ ~J?,d to 
,: 

the Aliyat Hanoar. After that, Both Dr. Schwarz and Hrer"f\e~erfel were again absent for a time. Three weeks later Mr. we ~ 

declare-d- thirt-- he- ha r-ee-ei ved approval of the Aliya t Hanoar 

to this agreement and that he had also finally come to 

terms about it with Dr. Schwarz. Later Dr. Schwarz explained 

that it was the Joint who would give subsidies solely to 

the parties and that, therefore the Pecifici-Werfel plan 

is not feasable. Besides, the Joint ~elt that even during 

emigration the children should re~~ iP with their parents. 
For us actually the question a~ to whether the 

religious parties or other religioua Institutions concern 
themselves with the children is a secondary one. Theim­
portant matter is that no child who comes from a religious ho~ 
or environment should be transferred to those of the Left be­
cause of the Aliya. 
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Finally I want to stress that I can not interfere in the 

current question whether the children should be sent to 

Erez-Israel now or later when there shall have been 

made better preparations for them; and then whether 

together with their parents or separately. If and when 

the children do go, adequate arrangements should be made 

that they do not get into the wrong hands. 

rx. APPENDIX TO THE PROPOSALS 

To Proposal I 

The discrepancy that exists between theoretical 

equality and what is practiced would have to be considered 

in particular. To this I would refer again to the concrete 

examples given about Romania, etc. Also, for purposes 

of illustration, I would like to refer to the following 

at this point; 

Mr. Passman, Vice Chairman at the A.J.o.c. for 

Europe, was in Italy and worked strongly to prevent a 

reduction of the budget of t he Yeshivas, inspite of a 

general reduction of the budget. In reply to an object i on 

raised over such action by those of another belief, Mr. Passman 

explained that the religious Institutions had suffered 

cuts anyhow. rt would tnerefore be more justified 

to accord the religious Institutions special attention, 

which might seem to be a favor, but would actually be 

only a fine gesture in preparations. 

The position which Dr. Schwarz took has been 

described at several points. His profound feeling of justice 

repeatedly led him to make decisions favorable to the 

interests of the religious institutions. If, nevertheless, 

t~1e above named favorable conditions still prevail, they 

can be traced b~ck for the most part to the hindrances 

and misunderstandings which he, himself, can not always 

cope with. 

To Proposal II 
It is to be expected that some people will 

object to having American Jews interfere in international 

or internal matter concerning Erez-Israel. Without going into 

t"1e justification of such a viewpoint, I would like to note 

that a thorough examination of facts, together with an 

objective analysis of same, would prove that this proposal 
does not run counter to the statements and decisions made by 
the authoritative sources in Erez-Israel. 
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At the Zionist Congress in Basle in the year 1947 

one point of discussion was that all children in Erez-Israel 

were to receive a religious education. A vote was taken 

on this proposal and bec~use of a small majority of the 

opposition - amounting to 7% - this proposal could 

not be confirmed. Since the negative result of that vote 

was attributed to a technical accident, the matter was 

handed over to the ~ewlsh Agency for revision and regulation. 

Since that time many things have happened which would 

show that the leadins personalities are recognizing ever 

more the significance of Torah and Tradition. In this 

connection several facts could be listed - both fro2 the 

time of negotiations between the leaders of the Jewish 

Agency and the United Nations and its Co:~missions, and 

later having finally attained independence and ~stablished 

the Jewish state. 

Of special importance in this connection is, further~ 

more, the agreement of zuerich(see page 9 }, as it shows that 

there was acknowledgement in principle that childr3n of relig• 

ious parents or presu~ptively religious parents should receive 

a religious education. 

To Proposal IV 

The members of a body, as suggested in this proposal, 

would have to be able to grasp the problem clearly and 

firmly and treat it a~ such. The focal point of their task 

is to be spiritual and moral deliverance of the 

children and thereby of the entire generation. 

The fact stands uncontested that no power in t:1e 

world can demand that children be denied the tradition of 

their parental homes. The hinderances, or rather the seeming 

problems which stand in the way, are very often found to be 

the product of misunderstandings. To a large degree, it is 

also a fact that certain situations are described as - so 

to speak - legal and t~ereby sovereign, while they are 

actually a form of misconduct on the part of certain parties. 

Besides, leadin3 personalities - even if they belong 

to those in other camps - have also acknowledged that the 

religious Jew has by no means been found to be inferior 

as a Chalutz (settle~ent worker) and as a soldier to the 
ncn - religious Jew. Extensive and informative material is 
available · about· t1is particular point at the present time. 
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Rabbi Me ltirahbla 
M:1srachi Organiaation 
]]JJ~ 
Mew York: lO • ~ Yark 

11.v deal' Rabbi Xirshblllls 

It waa ~l of you to •n:l me • copy of the address 
which you del.iwred at the Actions ooaantttee meeting in 
Jerua:i.. I reac1 ·1t upon fJJY' return tron Europe 1'1.iih a 
great deal o£ pleasure. 

I llope that I shall have the pleaaun, or seeing you in the 
116&1' t\lture. There &.re so 1':1&DT things to tnlk owxw con­
oorni.ng the status ot our IIOVWDl8nt am the si tult,ion in· 
1 .... 1, am eapeoj.all1', matters oonoerning the Congrea. 
Perhaps w shall IIN\ in New York soon. 

11th all good wiahea tor a Happy Haw Year, ! remain 

lloet oordl•~ )"Ours, 

ABBA rtILIBL SIL VER 
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Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

CABLE ADDRESS: MIZORIENT 

WATKINS 9·46B6·7-B 

August 29, 1950 

East 105 St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

\\"1. 

Rabbi Abra.ham E. Reines (son of the sainted founder of 
the 1-!izrachi movement) LJ a man of great scholarship c.nd rare 
devotion to Torah and ion, has completed three invaluable 
volumes which are destined to enrich our sacred literature 
even as they will supplement the records of the World Zionist 
Movement and its r1 ev9 lopmen t in the -past five years • 

Great personal ities and significant historic events of 
three generations, which have heretofore been touched upon only 
superficially, will find. remarkable descril)tion and complete 
expression in the works of Rabbi Reines. The above volwnes 
will be published in Hebrew, Yiddish and English. One of 
these volumes incidentally, is the first complete and authentic 
biography of the sainted fowider of the Mizrachi and comprises 
a history of the founding of Mizrachi as well as its develo-p­
ment. It contains also a history of the founding by him in-
1882 of the first Yeshiva where secular teachings were advanced. 

Rabbi Reines has expressed to me his earnest and whole­
hearted desire to have your name included in the Committee of 
Sponsors of this very significant literary undertaking and I 
take delight in transmitting that request to you in the hope 
that you will authorize me to add your name to the above-mentioned 
committee. 

Please accept my thanks in advance. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi :Max Ki r shblum 
Executive Vice-Prewident 

"'"1TI" un"lUl ,:>'2"'" 

ffe,in_ 1lvL c1Jl.rµt}1t of.- "9RU1al,;' - Jaflw,__ o.n.rl $.oJL J.a»tWJ, Wl.mw.ll/t/Jtip., 
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, 

ftebbi lh-shbllln 
ltlarach Orpniati or rica 
llJ) 

York 10• York 

d._. Rabbi 

In rep~ toy ur kind tter or August 29th, mit to te 
that I shall pleaeed to a,a""'.,. on t cClllld.t of sponaors 
tor the wl on the work which ib1 bra B. 1nu plans 
to p 1blillh, th the UDGerstandine t t t in not to involw 

in •rv other oCIJll:l. nt.s. 

I trust t u 11 am with ll ~od 
Happy , rmain 

tar I7 

st c ord:1al. ~ yo , 

ABBA. HILLEL SIL 
HS1er 
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1133 BROADWAY CABLE ADDRESS: M IZO R IE N T 
NEW YORK 10, N. Y. WATKIN S 9•4686· 7 · 8 

Rabbi Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleve land, Ohio 

~r R bbi Silver: 

rah 23, 1955 

I am pleased to inform you that Rabbi Mor Qa i • 
President of the l. izre.chi Organization of America; will be 
the euest of honor a the Annual Dinner on Sunday evening, June 5th, at the Commodore Hote 1. 

For two decades, 1935-19 5, years of historic significance 
to our people• Rabbi Kirshblum stood e.t the helm of leader­
ship of the Jizraohi movement and reli~ious Zionism. 

Now that he is rompleting twenty years of distinguished 
service to our people and three years as President of the 
Mizrachi of America, i is moat fitting that we dedicate 
the forthcoming annual dinner in his honor, e.s a token of our esteem nd affection. 

You are cordially invited to serve on the committee of 
patrons nd sponsors representinr; a cross section of leader-
ship of the America Jewish COMr.lU!'li , he ate of 
Israel. Wear certain that you will want to associate 
yourself with this committee, as an expression of your 
friendship to Rahbi Kirshblurn. 

MORRIS MORGENSTERN Kindly return he enclosed car indic tine your acceptance . Co-Chairman, Bar Ilan University 
Building Committee 

CHARLES GOLD 
Chairman, Finance and 
Budget Committee 

DANIEL KIRSHNER 
Co-Chairman, Finance and 
Budget 

RABBI ISRAEL E. FRIEDMAN 
Administrative Assistant 
to the President 

RABBI HENRY H. RUBINS 
Comptroller 

12:if 
encl . 

ith Torah and Zion Greetings. 
Since rely ours, 

<::-C. 

Louis Schleifer . Chairman 
Rabbi Kirahblum Testimonial Committee 
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RABBI 10R0Ec \I r1R ' IIBLt ·.i\1 

F ' \\ men in \meri('an Jc,\ i-.h lifr h.n c -.o dTecti <'I) (·omhi1w<l the \\ i .. dom of maturit 
\\ ith th<' , i!!;or of , outh a~ ha::- Rahhi ,Ionlccai kir,hl,lum \\ ho i~ compl<•tinµ. tin·<·<• ) e,11·-. 
a, Pn• ... idcnl of ti, \liz.nu·hi Or~anizalion of America, ancl l\\enty )<'•n·::- of d<'«lieal<'d 
. crvi<'t' to Torah and Zion. 

Hahlii J ir,hblum lia-. a1ho<'at1·d tlw ideal of a gnat Je,\h,h :tal' wcdd d to tit' loft) 
vi ion of traditional Judai-..m. \Vith nrntch1t•,,~ cloqu nee he lia1- pl ad ·d for an hrat'l 
\\ liich ,, ould lw one·<' al!ain a th proph ts for •told. a light unto the nation . 

Hi championing of the eau~e of unit) amon(J' all r ·Jigiou J wry and hiii '1cdieation lo tli<' 
creation of an <'Y ·r ~roning i\Iizrachi youth nI<ncm nt have hrought great aclii ·,cm nt 
for Torah in Anwrfra ,md in hra ]. 

The <·elehration of h, cnt) t•ar,- of urn,wcrvi11!! dl'\ otion lo the redemption of our p ·uplt• 
gh es U!--"Uranct' that Hahhi ~irl--hhlum , ill continue to hring hi!-, man ~ifl!-- of mind and 
i-pirit to the• hii-Loric caJl of our Lim -., tl1 eall for a Jcw-i~h Pcopl ancl a Jcwi!-ih Land 
redeem ·d at la::-t after i-o many centuric. of ~uff erin~ for the :-anctification of th • Divine ~ame. 

OF A IERIC \ 

' tri\'ing 101· owr half a <·cntm·~ to tn·w•Llt •n r •li;:,iuu .. life throuµhout th(' \\orld and lo 
attain th' solidarit~ of reliiriou:: J wr for tlw ... upporl of hrat•I. oi-\ing !--}H'<' ial •mphai-ii­
lo tlw education of tlw youth through r<'li giou-. ,(·hook ) •-.hivoi-. and no\\ th , Bar-Ihm 

nh<'r..,ity in l...1·,wl. \Ii:r.ra<'hi Oqrnni:r.ation of Am1•ri<'a j.._ grateful lo it-. con Litu •nt uwm­
J,N~hip, it .. palroni- and fri<•nd!-~ for tlu·ir con .. lanl lo~all) anti tlnolion <'XJH' •,s1·1l through 
parli<'ipalion iu Ilic · annual di111wr. tlti. t·.ir. 1·1•11ll'n•tl around tl1t • pt•r:-oualil) of it-. pn•-.i• 
dt'11t \\lto,c· l1rillia11l 1·ar ·1•r j .. -.o inlimal<·l) i11tt·n,11Y<'ll \\ith ll1t· id.-al:- arnJ achi ·, •m·uli­of th• mo, emcnl. 
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June S, 1955 

TELEGRAM 

RABBI !.:IOR1J1' CA I KJRSHBLUM 
crn:MODORE HOTEr;--------
GRAND BA ILROmt 
42nd ST . AND lEXINGTON AVE . 

FW YORK, NEVl YORK 

I JOIN YOUR HOST OF FRIENDS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY I N EXTEND~ TG 
TO YOU FEIJCITATIONS AND WARMEST SREETINGS . Y1JUR YFARS OF 
UNSELFISH AND DEVOTED SERVICE TO OUR GREAT CAUSE HAVE WON FOR 
YOU THE GRATITUDE AND THE ACCLAIM OF AIL OF US , MORE POvvER TO YOU l 

ABBA HI 11.EL SILVER 
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