
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         49           17          1189 
 
 
National Council for the Prevention of War, 1930-1938. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20!5 SHELDON BUILDING 
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PORTLAND. OR£, 
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LOUISVILLE. KY 

.Bational Council for .rtbtntion of War 

Dear Friend: 

S32 SEVENTEENTH STREET NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

March 25, 1930 

The enclosed cable message has ju.st been 

received from !,;;rs. Laura Puffer .,forgan, our representative 

at the llaval Conference in London, and w are passing it 

on to you for our interest and action. 

GKGM::B 

Sincerely, 

GLADYS K. GOULD .~G.Khl.'JZIE 

Office Secretary. 

8 HILLMAN Cou,n 
SPRINQl"lllLD, MA95, 



1liAT IT I S REALLY .A30UT 

Surely no intelligent person can be in f1llY doubt a.s to the real issue 

in the fight over the Naval treaty. It is not whether the treaty is good or 

bad. It is not whether the treaty preserves an adequate force for naticieal 

d~ense or dangerously exposes our people to some enemy somewhere. The 

issue is simply whether there shall be agreed limitation for the principal 

navies of the world or whether there shall be a revival of the unrestrained 

competitive building which prevailed up to the time when the Washington 

Conference put up the first ba.rriers--those against battleships and air­

craft carriers • 

.And this does not tell the whole story. If Johnson, Moses and Freddy 

Hale have their wa;,, we do not merely abandon our long-continued efforts to 

and competitive naval building and revert to the policy of unrestrained 

raoes. On top of that we place the actual eontrol of our foreign policy in 

the hands of professional warriors in the Navy Department whose training 

and whose habit of mind make them search for war instead of peace. Make 

no mietake. 'l'hat question whether actual control of foreign policy shell be 

in the hands of statesmen or professione.l wa.rrioYs lies directly behind this 

treaty fight. Johnson, Moses ~nd Freddy Hale would be no more impressive 

than three barkers at a street corner if it were not for the admirals. It 

is true that David Reed made most of the Johnson-Moses-Hale admirals look 

like fools in the he~ings on the treaty. He showed that they were vacant­

minded in matters of naval technique and strategy of whicl1 they are supposed 

to be masters. He also showed that in a. few months' st 1dy he could gather 

more knowledge of really important items in their own subjects than they had 

assembled with nothing else to do in their whole career. Nevertheless, the 

admirals opposing this treaty fu:rnish tl1e source of strength on which the 

Johnson party relies. 1'11.e public m~ forget the spectacle the admirals made 



when Re d exRlilined the;i. Johnson Md his nnti-treaty party will not let the 

public forget that these so-called experts, ballyhooei as 11 the nation's 

devoted defenders," think the treaty evil and dangerous. The opposing 

admirals are the heart and soul and body of the fight on this treaty. .And 

if they win, there is nothing for the civilian heads of the Government to 

do but to conform the naval policy, with all its dominant influences upon 

the general foreign policy, to the will of the admirals • 

.A.s against Great Britain, all the furor boils down to the ontention 

that three of the cruisers allowed us should have eight-inch guns instead 

of six-inch. .A.s against Japan all the furor boils down to the stat ent 

that we shall not be able to attack Japan in her own waters. Both are 

idiotic if we are trying as practicol people to consummate a treaty of limi­

tation. Both a.re doubly idiotic if we are serious as practical people a.bout 

having & navy solely for efense. Neither would be urged by anyone honestly 

interested in control of naval armaments. Neither is urged by arzyone 

interested in control of naval armaments. They are urged by men who do not 

want· eo~trol of e.rmrunents, by men who wish to esc pe all restriction in our 
•, . 

naval -building regard.less of whether sucn an escape CA.uses a. world-wide naval 

race, but who dare ~~t disclose their crue sentiments to the nation, which, 

they well know, demands the econo~ies and securities of naval limitation. 

From Editorial in the Baltimore Sun, July 7, 1930. 



From: 
Tationa.l Council for P~cveI't.lon of .ar, 
532-l?th St1eet, r.W., rtas'tli!l~'Lo--.. , D~C. 
October ~O, 19~1~ 

FOR n lEDIA.TE RELEASE 

"1~r. William Eoward Gardiner of the Navy League is fighting with his 

back against the wall, n says Mrs. Laura Puffer Morgan, Associate Secretary 

of the National Council for Prevention of War, commenting upon r. Gardiner's 

attack upon the President in a statement which the National Council for 

Prevention of War is$Ued to~ay. 

l.Irs. Morgan maintains that the fact that the United States 1 s alloued 

303,100 tons while the British arc allowed 309,488 tons in replacements and 

neu construction indicates that Mr. Gardiner is not giving all the f~cts in 

his picture of the re~ations between tho two fleets. Moreover, the British, 

according to the latest figures available, l:!rs. Morgan says, are building only 

72,520 tons as against our 87,610 tons. T~ne Briti are spending for new 

construction only approximately 15,000,000 (less than $20,000,000) a year 

Wtlile we nre spending approximate,y $70,000,000 a year for new construction; 

and President Hoover has ep.)roved for t'be nex.t fiscal yee:r $65,O00i 000, the 

huge figure to Which the 1'big nav:r" group is objecting as inadequate. 

lrs. Morgan's stute~ent follows: 

11Mr. William Howard Gardiner is fighting with his beck against the wall. 

No otner expl8.£~ation could account for his astounding attack upon President 

Hoover, issued in the name of the Navy League. He refuses to recognize that 

the f\mctions and purposes of a navy have changed since nearly all the civili­

zed nations of the world have accepted the Covenant of the League of ··ations 

and the Kellogg Pact as international law. When the Council of the ~eague ~an 

invoke the Pact for Renunciation of War in its dealing with one of the three 

great naval Powers, as it did recently, the Pact ce.n no longer be ignored as 

a scrap of paper. 
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r:Mr. Gardiner attacks the policy of the Administration in accepting the one 

year• a Armaments Truce on the ground that it will leave our navy in a disadvan­

tageous position compared with that of the British Zmpire and Japan. Without 

going into Mr. Gardiner's misinterpretation of the Armaments Truce, it is easy 

to give a very simple picture of the actual building situation in the United 

States and Great Britain. The .American public is interested in lrnowing just how 

mu.ch the United States is building at the present time and how much this builditg 

means in truces. The facts are these: 

"The London Naval Treaty set a maximum tonnage limit for the British and 

American fleets of 1,125,000 tons lilich shall not be exceeded on December 31st, 

1936. The present tonnage of the two countries, as reported last summer to the 

Secretary-General of the League of Nations in the memoranda prepared for the 

Disarmament Conf"erenee, is 1,251,840 tons for the United States and 1,250,247 

tons for the United Kingdom. These totals will l1ave to be reduced by scrapping 

of ships within the five years that the treaty bas still to run. While providi:xg 

for this slight reduction in tonnage the treaty also allows the construction of 

additional tonnage in certain categories and replacement of over-age ships in other 

cate~ories. The United States is allowed to build 55,200 tons in aircraft ~,,arriern, 

while the British can build 90,000 tons. In cruisers the allowed tonnage is 73,000 

tons of new ships for the United States, for the B~itish 91,000 in replacements; 

in destroyers, 150,000 tons in replacements for the United States, 110,838 for the 

British; in submarines, 25,100 tons in replacement for the United States, 17,650 

for the British; in all, 303,100 tons for the United States and 309,488 for the 

British. 

"In the auxiliary classes of ship, that is, cruisers, destroyers and sub­

marines, in which Mr. Gardiner claims that we la.g so far behind, tho United States 

is allowed 175,100 tons for replacement, while the British are allowed 219,488 tons. 
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This is direct evidence that t:ie B1·j t:lsh fleet :in the£e ca·~ egories of ship:3 is 

less up to date t!-iD.n 01:1.r o n.. I :ac-'; , under Le teTit..s cf tha t1--eat:·, thA BritiS-.li 

will not be pern:!.tted to rep::aco all of the cruis3rs that become over-age during 

that por-iod. O:.i t:1e otl:er har.d, ~e a:ce allowed to re~ ace 150~GOO tons of 

destroyers, rr_aey of w·1ich are almost as good as ne,1. The picture as a whole is 

ve~r dtfferent from the side :prere.ated by Au" .. Gardir.3ro 

1f:i:he next quest ion th.~t e.rises is with regard to the a.mount of building now 

beinG carried on by the tv.ro Powers. The Uni·~ed states is at p~"'esent builcing set en 

8-i~ch gu_~ r.?:Uisers, 3 suJma~5n3s a~d ona aircra:t carrier, in all, 87,610 tons. 

Eleven destroyers he.Ve teer ... a:Jpi"'Gpr::.atcd for, and for five of these cont1"acts he.ve 

been let and it is :_:,la~ ... nei to p1,oceed. wi tl1 their co!ls eruct ion. ~, Hugh Wilson, 

representL1g tho Uniteu. Ste,tes in the Disai~mo11e ... t Cc,r..m::.ttee of tho Le.:!.gu3 .Asse:nbly 

made a srecial reservation tmt 'che truce should not a.:pply to these destroyers. 

11 It s:10u.ld ~e explained. tl:3.t; al though a c osta:1t :i.al pro:?ort ion of these ships 

were not actually stc.rteo. buildi~g until the present year, this tonnage, except 

for the eleven destroyers, is not i~clu~ea i~ the 303 1 000 tons cited abovo fo~ 

the reason that the cruissrs, f.ubrJarine~ a::d aircra~t car~ier WCLe already pro-

viC:ed for befo:i:-e the Lo:1.don ConfJ~·e~ce met. Hmveve:·: we still :1e.ve 126,000 tons 

in e~cess of tre:ity alJ.or.ance of ships st iJ 1 undnr-age. 

"The :aritish Governrnent has begun the replacement of so:ne of ~1er cruisers, 

destroyers and su0marines, of which the average a6e, as has been stated, is older 

than ours. T.ese replacement ships, the cons:ruction of which has already begun, 

are three 6-.inch gun cruisers, 9 e.es·troye:.-s and 3 s-.ibnari:1es, with a total tonnage 

of 36,185 tons. Thie was the 1930-31 British probrao. Th~se ships are included 

in the tonnage of 309,488, because t~e Britis~ Goverr.Jnent, pur~uing an opposite 

policy from our own postponed all consi~eration of its 1930 p~og~am, which nom..Jlly 

muld have been :provided in February or 1~are,h, 19ZO, 1Ll1.til after the conference 

should be held. These sl1ips were, t.1erefo::e, voted in July of that year. The 

1031-32 program, consi ting of the san:e r.urnber of ships, was an..~ounced by 
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Mr • .Alexander~ First Lord of the Admirality • in the House of Commons last March, 

but at the same time Mr. Alexander said that these ships would not be ordered 

,mtil the latter pa.rt of the fiscal year, - that is, after the beginning of the 

calendar year 1932, - and that if satisfactory progress was being made at the 

General Disarmament Conference, which opens on February 2nd, 1932, the ships in 

this program might be cancelled or postponed. They should, therefore, not have 

been counted in the current British naval construction. In addition to the~ 

ships started since the London Treaty, the British are also building, according 

to the British memorandum, one 8-inch gun cruiser, one 6.-inch gun cruiser, 12 

destroyers and 4 submarines, with a tonnage of 36,335 tons. 

"To sum up, according to the latest figures available, the :British are 

building 72,520 tons, as against our 87,610 tons plus the 5 destroyers contracted 

for. 

"A more striking comparison of the amo~"'lt of naval building being carried on 

in the two countries and its burden upon the taxpayers is shown by the amount of 

money being spent for new construction. The British official "Naval Estimates" 

for 1931 shows -5,533,727 for new construction for the year 1930 - 31, and 

.S,293,606 estimated for the year 1931 - 32. On the other hand, the amount made 

available for new construction for the year 1931 - 32 in the United States Navy 

by action of the last Congress was $73,033,258. The naval estimates for the next 

fiscal year, over which such a. protest is being made by "big navy" proponents, 

allow $65,000,000 for new construction, the figure approved by President Hoover." 
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jt}ational Council for Jlrrbtntion of War 
532 SEVENTEENTH STREET NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

October 31, 1931. 

Dear Friend: 

The controversy between the President and the Navy League head 

411 KRAFT BLOG . 

DES MOINES , IOWA 

is one that vitally concerns us all as citizens of a republic. The funda,­
mental issue is this: 

Shall a navy clique run our government? 

William Howard Gardiner, President of the Navy League, is circulating 
a pamphlet of eAtraordinary in3olence chargin6 Preside:'lt Hoover with "abysmal 
ignorancett regarding naval matters and attacking the Presid.ent! s comrJand 
that the Navy Department shall effect economies in keepj.ng with the Govern­
ment ts present program. 

President Hoover, with full lmowled~ of the fa~ts, proposes an 
investigation "to establish the untruths p1·0 ,11.gatedtl by the president of 
tl e Navy League. Secretary of State ~t1.::: sc.,n in a forwal statement has 
branded as trentirely falsefl Gardiner's s: at €.:nent in the saoe pamphlet con­
cerning the Bapidan conversations~ A committee will be appointed by the 
President which will include m~mbers of the Navy League to investigate and 
make a report. 

It is not difficult to find "distortions of fact" a-rid ttuntruths 11 in 
the Gardiner pai:rphlet. By failure to give complete statistics, ·Jr. Gardinar 
has presented a su~stcntially false picture of the United States N&oy in 
relation to the British Uavy. The enclosed release throws important light on 
this. Further points will come out in the investigation of ~fforts calculated 
to wreck the approac~ing Disarmament Conference, just as Shearer's work did 
much to wreck the Coolidge Conference. 

It is highly important that the facts become i1tmediately known through 
your local press and all other possible agencies. Will you take the to the 
editor and ask him whether he Will use them himself or whether he prefers 
that you ~rite them in a letter to the paper? 

Will you write or wire the President your emphatic support in tnie 
fight? Will you see uour Senators and Congressmen if possible at once befor-e-­
t~ey return to Washing-on? Tell them that you are with the President both in 
this controversy and in all his efforts for the success of the Disarmament 
Conference. 

I 

~incerely yours, \ r ,,-~ Ii -~ 
_,, Exec,1ti ve Sec~t-&'.r. , 



To the Precident of the United States: 

The undersi~ned, ________ or~anizations, vitally 

interested in the future of Latin-American relations,, ish to 

commend tL.e steps taken on October First, 1931, towards the 

restoration of sovereiGnty to the Republic of Haiti throuch the 

return to Haitian control of the Departments of Industrial and 

A0ricultural Education, of Public Health and of Public Works . 

We also commend the steps taken by you to end the 

-American occupation throur:h send.inc; the Forbes and Hot on com­

missions to Haiti, with the resultant election by the Haitian 

people of a President, and the restoration of the three technical 

services. 

But we believe that you will aGree that further steps 

remain to be taken to end the occupation. Host important is with­

drawinc financial control and the armed forces of the United 

States. It is obvious that no cenuine sovereicnty can be exercised 

by Haiti as lone as the~e two most vital functions of Government 

are in American hands. 

Financial Control 

At present the Haitian Government cannot appropriate 

a dollar for any purpose without the consent of our financial ad­

viseT. On October 26, 1931, the Financial Adviser in conjunction 

with the United States Minister even dared to try to force the 

covernment of Eaiti to accept their dictation by withholdinG all 

Haitian salaries . ·70 urr;e that control of the finances of the 

Republic of Haiti, includinG the customs, be restored without de­

lay to the Haitian covernment . In all her history, Haiti has a 

splendid xecord of punctuality and fairness in payinc her foreicn 

oblications. The only excuse offered to justify our continued 

control is to insure repayment of a loan made to the Republic of 

Haiti by the National Cit Bank of ITew York City. That loan now 

amounts to but fifteen million dolla:rs. All interest payments 

have been promptly made and a large oum of money is now on de­

posit in the National City Bank of new York to cover future 

amortisements. ~-lai ti in enti1"cly a1 le a1 d anxious to pay off this 
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cor.1para ti vely small debt. The arran[;cment under which financial 

supervision muot continue until the loan's e:;'"piration in 1952, 

was forced upon Haiti by the occupation. It should be abolished 

on political and moral r rounds. 

Control of the Garde de 1Haiti 

He urue also the immediate and complete restoration of 

control of the armed forces of Haiti to Haiti and the withdrawal 

of all United States marines. The ar{Plment that it is necessary 

to continue American control of Haiti 1 G army because Haitians 

have not been sufficiently trained to assume control is either 

,ueak or an adr.1ission of American incompetency, for we have been 

in Haiti sixteen years. Only four years are required to train 

American officers at ·Jest Point and Annapolis. 

Another reason advanced for the military occupation of 

Haiti in 1915 was to protect the Panama Canal during the war . 
. 

Even if that questionable contention was valid in 1915, it is no 

loncer true. The best assurance of protection of the Panama 

Canal in the event of war is the friendship of the nations of 

Central and South America and the Caribbean. The Republic of 

Haiti has repeatedly g iven assurances to the American government 

that in the event of war no forei gn power would be permitted to 

establish air or naval ba.ses or coalinr stations in Haiti. 

A Nevr Treaty 

A third step ue urGe is the draftin~ of a new treaty to 

replace the treaty admittedly forced upon Haiti in 1916 and re­

newed under compulsion to run until 1936. The nc·v1 Haitian Con­

cress has unani·:1ouoly repudiated this treaty under which tho 

American Occupation has continued, on the cround that it was never 

ratified by the co~gTesoes of tho United States and of Haiti. 

Only a new treaty under which full soverciGnty will bo r0Gtored 

to Haiti prior to tho expiration of the present treaty in 1936, 

will eithor satisfy the Haitians, or square with your announced 

policy. 

Such a treaty will do more than anythinc else to re­

establish confidence in the friendly motives of the United States 

government, both in Hai ti and throur·hout Oen tral and South Ameri­

ca. The Occupation of Haiti iG cha~~ed a~ainst us ao the chief 
) ._, 

evidence of the impsrialistic purpose~ of t,o United Stutc ~ in 
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the sense that our armed forces arc used to aid in collcctinc 

debts to private citizens. To end that occupation woul be the 

only effective answer to such a charGe wnich impairs ~reatly 

our relations rith all Lat in-America. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, may we not urGe upon you the prompt 

adoption of the three steps recormended, namely: 1. Complete 

restoration of financial and political autonomy to Haiti; 2. Vlith­

drawal of the U. S. Marinos now stationed in Haiti; 3o NeGotia­

tion of a nc~ treaty constitutionally neGotiated with the consent 

of the legislatures of both nations. 

We are, Sir, 

Respectfully yours, 
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.Bational Countil for l}rtbtntion of War 
532 SEVENTEENTH STREET NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

November 28, 1931 • 

411 KRAFT BLDG 

DES MOINES . IOWA 

.A.t our an11Ual meeting in October, the following findings dealing with thP­
crisis in anchtiria were unanimously adopted: 

We are watching with grave ~oncern the struggle in Manchuria and 
we urge that public opinion in Japan and China as well as in our own 
country and throughout the world rally to the sup:,ort of the Cauncil 
of the League of Nations tn seeking a just andpr;!.eeful settlement, 
to which the nations are already committed by the Kellogg Pact. 

We e.xp~ess our deep gratification over the action taken by the 
Secretary of State in accepting the invitation of the League ••... 
to appoint a representative to consult with the teagu.o Council in 
seeking a peaceful solution of the Manchurian orisis. 

ilthou.gb. the situation changes from di:Ly to ~y and it 1s impossible to obtain 
all the facts, yet we believe that an expression of public opinion at this time on 
the three following points will be helpful to this government in its efforts to 
bring present bostiljties tc an end, and will show the people of China and Japan 
that the people of America insist upon the recognition of existing troaties as a 
basis of intern3-tional relations. 

Will you not therefore write to the President requesting him 

1. Tn effect cl0ser ~ooperation with the Council of the League of Nations 
by instructing our representative to sit with the Council in working out a. 
pPa.ceful solution of the present controversy; 

2. In his annual message to 6.sk Cong.,:ess to enact legislation forbidding 
the shipmP-nt of arms, munitions, and jmplements of war to belligerent nations; 

3. To declare loans to Je:pan and China contrary to public poliey B<"' long 
as hostiliti~s contina.e. 

Will you also send to your Senators and Congressman a. eopy of the letter 
you send to the President? 

V11ry sincerely yours, 

~ves 
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j}attonal ~ounctl f ot l8tebentton of Wat 
532 SEVENTEENTH STREET NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

URG'@NT -----...-

January 24 , 1934. 

TO WORI8RS FOR .¥0:RLD DIS i,{fu\fn}J'"T . 

Dear Friends : 

411 K RAl"T BLDG. 

DES M OINES, I0W A 

The Vinson naval bailding program which is being rushed through Con reso 
this week is the most f0rmidable threat to en1urin peRce on the Pacific that 
has occurred in many years. 

You have read in the Jnni.1ary Ner-rs Bulletin which was sent out on January 
17 h the open letter to the President pr otestin~ against this billion-dollar 
naval program and urging him to adhare to his 11 good neighbor" policy in our 
relati<n s with Japan. I enclose a reprint of this letter. 

A compf'_rison of our navy :ith those of Gr at Britain and Japan shows that 
the big navy advocates are gr0ssly misrepreseati the situatio11 . The follo in 
figures have been conpiled by William T. Stone of the ~oreign Policy Aoaociation 
from Navy Department statements. First, the United St~tes fl~et today" is not 
inferior to the British fleet pnd is considerably above that of Janan . On 
January 1 , 1934 , on the basis of sips actuall built, the comparative strength 
of the three great navies ivas as 1'ollmvs: 

United Sta es 
:British Empire 
JapM 

Total 
No . 
372 
293 
221 

ships built 
Tons 
1,038 , 660 
1 , 174,339 

758 , 261 

Secondl y , a l arger proportion of the Aroericru1 fleet is made up of tech­
nically over-age vessels , especially in the cateKories of destroyers and sub­
marines . To im rove our relative position by 1936 the Un1.ted S .-A.tl3s is now 
buildin , partly from he re,~ular ap- r .:rpriations and partly ith $238 , 000 , 000 
borrowed from the Public Works Fu:. d , 52 ships totalin1; 222 , 060 tons as c pared 
with 47 ships of 123 , ?85 tons for Greet Britain , ?nd 47 ships of 123 , 372 tons 
for Japan. You will observe that e re build in~ big shi us 1vhile the other 
nations are building small ones . The results are shown by th0 following table , 
compiled by the Uni tea States lJa~r Depart ent , showin~ ships QQ_ b'lil t and 
projected that ill be under- e i 1930: 

~ount-ry Sl"i:E2S und'3r-~e in 1936 
·ro . Tons 

United States 113 988 , 520 
British Empire 161 999 , 398 
Japan 183 775 , 370 



The Vinson bill authorizes he co structi...>~1 iri a a:i. ti0Y1 of 100,000 tons of 
destroyers, 35.000 tons of sub!Darines Dnd an aircrnft ca!'ri ""r; and i!1 a ditio;1 

o that, replacement of all the battle£hips under a ~eneral clnuse wbich says: 

"Provided, That the President of the Uni tea. St~t e s is !'te :t 3b;r 
authorized to replaco, by vessels of m)dern deslp:-!1 ru.Ld c ,1.n­
struction, vessels in the ilavy in t~ne ce.tegories li. i t3d bJ 
t~e treaties 3ig:1ed at ·vashington, February 6, 1922, a,.-iCJ. 0t 
London, April 22, 1930, 1L1en their replacen:.ent is permitted 
by the said treattes. 11 

This would add a-pproxir.1at9ly one th011snnd million dol1Rr3 ($1,000,000:000) 
to the navy bill and i<;iV'3 t1:1e United St9.tes a. navy s the 11.pl.{eep &1d r :\in .encnco 
of which .ill, according to the ·•·Javy Department spoke~men, cost a:Jproximatel:, 
$500,000,000 annually. 

It will also give the United States the ~-eatest fle~t in the ~orld, 
stimulate naval building in Ja~an and Great Br:ta:n :ma increase he B~sion 
on the Pacifi..c to a highly dangerous point. ~or,-30-v-er, :viL1 such fat cor.trnc s 
awaiting them i:: t:1e 1935 Naval C~nf3rence fail~, :.s the!'8 nn~r d01:bt as to the 
efforts that the s:1ipouilders with t:neir &hearers vill me 8 to v,re k that 
Conference? 

These are the ess6ntial f~cts with respect t:> t~1e Vin:;on :nav,,,l bill. I ·s 
magnitude is out of all reaso • It i.a bein· rurl'!eC. thro y,.:h Co'!"lt~ress before the 
hard-pressed taxpayers, the e duc a tors wbo arG sc ... L,:?; cur 3chools close fron 
lack of funds, the churches and the orga ized ~ace forces can expr8ss the 
tremendous op~osition that exists in this C•Uil~r.'/ o so out rabeous a measure. 

Regardless of h~t 1-ian-r::> ns to :i:i.. s bi 11 ~: tis eek , ill vou exo!"ess t() the 
President im..111ediatGly yo·J.r Jpposi~io~ to it? Will yon a!1!c yo1r frie!'lds v,ho 
agree with you to do the sane? Will ycu get a resobi~io.u cH-opted in yo·o..r cl :b 
protesting ag2.i .1.1 st tha wil0le sp·rit and nur ose of the bill? ';Vill y0u urge 
upon the President that he carry t~e "good nei,-;hbor 11 -pcl icy t11rc·J,.1~r.. tbe .hol 0 

field of our foreign relations? It iu n')t .for our c ::nmt ry, 1.'·hlch i.:.11.tiated the 
Kellogg Pact, to return to the fatal era of the 11 oig stick. 11 

Don I t delay J Don I t be cant ent with securin., ju.,t one lett9r. Pay no 
bil l. atten ion to what Ccngress may b v alren.dy done ,i h t ·1~s atr ci')u.s 

Tell the President how you feel in order that he :1c,y :~ 1 tl1Pt there 
millions of ~ericans that support the policy of good~ill . 

F,JL :T 

.---sincerely yo rs, ~- ,,, ~ 
• ~~ / I /1.tf-' , , / I/ , 

/~~- / Yr, ,0_0,· v 
Frederic~ J Libby \..// / 
~xecut ive Secratar..r. 

~ 
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[] TO ALL THE [] 

ff] People of 'Today [] 
[ AND TO ALL THE 

[] Children of Tomorrow [] 

[] .. [] 
[] THE HUMAN [] 
[] MESSAGE [] 
[] .. [] 
[] [] 
[] 

The Declaration of Human Interde- [] 

pendence and World Peace-for 

[] 
Prosperity and Happiness [] 

FOR ALL 

[] [] 
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We are nearing great changes and facing 
great problems. "The Regeneration", 1930 
to 1970, will change human nature and 
change the history of the human race, as it 
was taught from father to son, from genera­
tion to generation for 3,000 years, to dis­
close to the hearts and minds of all people 
that in the year past we changed our ma­
terial conditions-scientifically and mechan­
ically-and have civilized. In this forty 
years, conditions-the forces of nature­
will change us and humanize us. 

Let us not fear the Truth ; the time is 
nearing that we will feel and understand 
that the "Truth" is a friend to all. 

We are subject to the law of God and the 
forces of nature. Nature is serving us. The 
Creative Power gave us the free will to rea­
son, and is providing us with all the necessi­
ties and comforts of life, but we cling to our 
ancient inherited defects and false tradition 
of greed, suspicion and fear. We disregard 
the teachings of the law of human relations, 
to uphold the laws of God, man and nature, 
to have faith in the laws of human rights; 
to distinguish truth from falsehood, and 
good from evil; to reason about justice and 
understanding, to free ourselves from the 
accumulated weaknesses, that we see right, 
and exercise the will to do right; that we do 
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not suffer in the midst of plenty, and not 
blame one another for the moral and civil 
evils, and for the world's ills and sorrows that 
are besetting us. 

Life is giving us what we put into it. The 
bee gets its honey from the same flower from 
which the spider gets its poison. The dif­
ference between honey and poison is in the 
acid that the bee and the spider is mixing 
with that which each one takes from the 
flower. The world is a garden with flowers 
full of goodness of the soil; to mix human 
love, justice and understanding with that 
which this God's great wonderful world is 
giving us is to reap the harvest of the bless­
ings of world's peace, pro perity, and happi­
ness (pure honey). But what are we mixing 
with our earthly products, nature's gifts? 
The more we have, the more we suffer and 
destroy, and the less we use to enjoy. 

Nothing i permanent. The truth will pre­
vail. The time has come. The Supreme 
Power is balancing the books and adjusting 
the differences. We will benefit by our good 
deeds and we will pay the price for our mis­
deeds in our own selfish ways. Then by its 
own laws selfishness and falseness will de­
feat itself. We cannot evade the law of 
Compensation nor the Destiny that is hap­
ing our ends. 

y 



We are at the brink of great discoveries. 
The forces of nature are reYealing them­
selves. The my. terie of life are di closing 
themselves. Hi tory is repeating itself. The 
calendar will change. A new world is in the 
making. We are ailing oYer a sea of new 
experiences and new problems that have 
never been sailed over by any generation be­
fore. 

Everything that exist is alive, and is a 
force in itself. The existing natural energie 
are changing matter from one state and 
form into another. There are forces on hand 
to serve and benefit humanity, but the same 
force do not know di tances nor fortifica­
tions. They will des roy cities, annihilate 
armies thou and of miles away if used for 
the purposes of d struction. With the en­
ergies of that Almighty F orce we will con­
verse with the living of other planets, with 
the souls of the departed, and will turn the 
wheels of the world's industry. 

There is a great amount of gold and sil­
ver stored in Palestine, Syria, and Egypt, 
that ,vill change the monetary system of the 
world. It will teach us that human life is 
above material value, and that gold and sil­
ver is only a commodity of exchange to be 
u ed for the common good to benefit all; in 
making life a happy responsibility and not to 
be worshipped; that would make life a suf­
fering burden; to destroy the comfort for 
today and undermine the hopes for tomor­
row. 



Every movement has a meaning and an 
educational effect. The one that is not a 
help is a warning. God is good to us; reason 
is telling us and nature is warning us that 
we master our elve and provide ourselves 
with the necessities of life for that time and 
through that period of even seasons when 
insects will inf e t all lands, devour the crop: 
and leave very little to harvest-when we 
will learn that all countries are one land-all 
people are one people-and our lives are in­
terdependent, and that everyone depends on 
the other for his peace and happiness; that 
this God's great wonderful world is offering 
to all and has in store plenty for all. 

We will feel and understand the changing 
conditions. Great problem to solve and 
great difficulties to overcome are confront­
ing everybody. The experience of the past 
is no guide for the future. The impossibili­
ties of today will be the facts of tomorrow. 
A new era will begin-the Epoch of the Re­
generation. 

Human life and love is appealing to our 
better selves to establish human justice and 
understanding, and to eliminate the forces 
of great suffering and destruction that are 
nearing us. Think-reason-and learn that 
the truth is a friend to all. Righteousness 
will help to solve the problems for all and es­
tablish peace on earth, prosperity and happi­
ness for all. 

Copyright 1931 by David Greenberger, 



NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR PREVENTION OF WAR 
532 SEVENTEENTH STREET N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

II 

February 2, 1938. 

Rabbi Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

he drift of our country towards war has become 
10 ominous t ta conference luncheon is to be held at 
the Town Rall Club, 123 West 43rd ~treet, ew York City, 
next Monday, February 7, at 1:00 o1clock, to consider 
plans for meeting this growing danger. Please notify 
John Nevin Sqre, care of the Fellow ip of Reconciliation, 
2929 Broadway, ew York City, before 10:00 o'clock that 
morning whether or not you can b present. The luncheon 
will cost, including tips and the charge for a private room, $1.00 each. 

The following four organizations are sponsoring the conference: 

The Women• s International League for Peace and Freedom 
The Fellowship of Reconciliation 
World Peace•~• 
National Council for Prevention of ar 

The object of this conference is not to debate 
policy but to counsel together on illlnediate measures of 
action to stop this trend of the Administration. 

1JL:dw 

Sincerely yours, 

Frederick J. Libby 
Convener 




