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Cable Addreaa: BABA 'i W ILME'lff 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

OF THE BAHi'is oF THE UNITED STATES 

Office of the Secretary 

536 SHERIDAN RoAD, Wn.llETl'E, huN01s 

April 24, 1953 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

e feel it a privilege to send you a copy 
of the Orderof Service which will be carried out 
for the dedication oft e Baha'i Hvuse of orship 
on May 2. 

Since the purpose of thi Tern le is to foster 
a spiritual unity not restr cte y considerations 
of race, cla s or. creed, we hoe this event will be 
of interest to 1 beral leaders of opinion in many 

lands . 

It will encourage us, and assist our efforts 
if you will take the occasion to send us a few 
words of greeting and good wishes to be associated 
with our records of the public dedication. 

Sincerely 

~~ 
Secretary 

HH/ SL 



... BoNoe Halle7 
lationaJ. S!l!rltUAl. Aallelllbly 
or ttw 1a11a•1a ot t.be Ullited statea 
S36 Sheridan ltoad 
Wllatte • nl.1.noia 

ICY dear lfr. Hal1-J'1 

Pand.t • to thank you fer your t.hough'ttu.lneaa in dNaing 111' 
at,te~ion to the de<H.o&Uon Gt the Baba 11 Rouse ot lfcrahip m 
Chioago on llq 2nd aid tor Nnding • a copy ot the order ot 
Se~ae ot the ded1.oa1i1on. l(ay I be Pf'rld. tt.ed to aend you 97 
telioitatione 'Xl thie ocoaa1on and to •.-a• the ~ t.11a, 
,-our naw~oated Hnnse ot Worship will be a aourae ot in
ap1ra'1on and aptritual ¢.dance to maiv- paople in our oount.r,'. 
I.Jr, orgmd.MUon ~ •n and 1N11an whioti •• u it■ goal tha 
cH.•1111d.1111\1011 ot· apintuu truth and the ou1:'2.•tion d tm 
ideal ot uniwreAl brotherhood. and good will aaong •n i• an 
in..._.nt ot God. 1117 tbe rather ot ua all proaper you in 
all your good worn. 

lt)at oordiall1' youra, 

ABBA BILlBL SILVE 
AHSter 



Service of Public Dedication 

Bahcl'l House of Worship 

WILMETTE,ILLI 01 •MAY2, 1953 



DEDICATION 
The Baha'f House of Worship will be dedicated on May 2, 1953. 

The service begins at 2:00 P. M. and will be repeated 
at hourly intervals throughout the afternoon to provide seating 
for all who desire to attend. 

In harmony with the purpose of the House of Worship, 
the program of dedication consists of readings selected from 
Sacred Scriptures, with music by an a cappella choir. As con
ducted in the Baha'( Temple, worship offers to the aspiring 
heart, without distinction of race or creed, the majesty and 
exaltation of the revealed Word of God. 

The Baha'i Temple stands identified with the principle 
of unity of faith, unity of conscience and unity of devotion to 
the organic interests of humankind. Brought to completion at a 
crucial stage in human history, duplicating the function of no 
church, synagogue or mosque, the Baha'f House of Worship 
symbolizes the oneness of God and His ancient and eternal 
revelation of love and truth to man. 

Under its dome the Sacred Scriptures of revealed faiths 
are accepted as progressive chapters in the one Holy Writ. 
"Every one (of the Prophet) is the Way of God that connecteth 
this world with the realm above." 

The House of Worship opens its doors in spiritual 
hospitality. 0 er them, and on its inner walls, are inscribed 
utterances of Baha'u'llah, Founder of the Faith, which exemplify 
the ideals to which this edifice is dedicated: "The source of all 
learning is the knowledge of God, exalted be His glory;" "All 
the Prophets of God proclaim the same Faith;" "The earth is 
but one country, and mankind its citizens." 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

BAHA'IS OF THE U ITED STA TES 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

CHORAL SELECTIONS Who can comprehend thee? PETER c. LUTKI , 

God be in my head. wALFoRo DAvrns 

READI GS FROM BAHA'I SACRED WRIT! GS 
Prayers and Meditations 94, 95 
Gleanings from Writings of Baha'u'llah 49, 81 
Book of Certitude 153,154 

READINGS FROM OLD TESTAME T 
Psalms XIX, XXIV, CXXI 

READINGS FROM NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew V, 3-17; II 
John XVI, 12-13 

CHORAL SELECTIO S Have e not heard? RANDALL THOMPSON 

Ye shall have a song. RA DALL THOMPSON 

EADINGS FROM THE QUR'AN 

ura II 81, 130, 284-286 (RODWELL) 

READINGS FROM BAHA'I SACRED \VRITI GS 

Prayers and Meditations 49-51 
Gleanings from Writings of Baha'u'llah 79-80,12-13 
Commune, chanted in the Original Persian 
Prayers and Meditations 6 

CHORAL SELECTION: From the sweet-scented streams 
(A Prayer of Baha'u'llah) CHARLES WOLCOTT 

Choral Selections performed by orthwestern University A Cappel/a Choir 



able Addre : BAH.&' i W1L 1E'ITE 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssE IBLY 

oFTHE BAHA'is OF THE UNITED STATES 

Office o/ the Secretary 
536 SuERJDAN RoAD, W n.ME'ITE, h.uN01s 

v1ay • 1953 

Dr . bba ni llel ilver 
me Te ple 
E. 105th S~ . at. nsel Road 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 

Dear Dr . ilver : 

Te ~aha ' is are profoundly grate~ul to ou 
for your gracious and encoura ing messa eon the 
occas · on of the dedication of the ouse of ' orsnip . 

e cheris· your words, as ~e res ect o i hly 
yo on career of s iritual service . 

HH - ms 

Sincerely, 

1-l T ON I IT L S 

By- ~~tary 



Cable Address: BAHA'i WILMETTE 

' 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

oF THE BAHA'is OF THE UNITED STATES 

Office o/ the Secretary 
536 SHERIDAN ROAD, Wll,MET'l'E, ILLINOIS 

September 16, 1953 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6 1 Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Recalling your kindness in sendin~ us a greeting ror the dedication or the Baha'f 
Temple last May, we are very pleased to 
present to you a copy or our published Jubilee 
Memorial . It is going rorward under separate 
cover, with our compliments and ood wishes . 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Secretary 



' • 

Septeaber 29, 19SJ 

llr. Horace Balley 
Rational Spiritual Aeaembq 
ot tba Baha'i• ot the United Stat.ea 
SJ6 Sheridiii Rold • 
WU..tte, Illinois 

Uy dear llr. Halle:,a 

Please accept av thanks tor the copy ot your Jubilee 
~ which I receiwd in thia IIOrlWII'• •11. I 
aball read it with a great d al ot interest and 
appnciate ~ thougbttulneee 1n •~ it to•• 

lloet cordial.lT yours, 

.AHSadk ABBA HILLEL ILVDl 



JU ILEE CELEB TIO 
Baha'is of the United States 

Ap ii 29 - May 6, 953 

1 TIO L SPIRITUAL A EMBLY O • THE B HA'i 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

WILMETTE, Ill.I 01S 



JUBILEE CELEBRATIO 
Bal1a is of tl1c U11itccl Stales 

April 29 - Ma 6, 1953 

On th 0<T,1:-,1011 of the lau11('hinp; of an po<'lrnL µ;lohal. 
, piritua1, decade-lonp: cru:-,ad • con:-,titutin~ tlw hi~h-,\.ltt r mark 

of ti<' fc-sliYiti ~ <·ommemorati11g the Ccntenar~ of the hirth of 
the Mission of Halui'u'll,ih. <'Oinriding \\ ith the 11irwti,·th •\1111 i

versar of th Declaration of that same \1i:-.:-.ion in the ,anlen 

of Ri<;lvan, and , 'n<'hronizing ,vith hoth the c·omocatio11 of the 

All-American Intercontinental 1 <'H.<'hin~ Confer<'H<' in Chi<'ap;o 

an<l th fiftieth Anni,er:-.ar of th< incPption of the holiest 

Ma ,liriqu"l-Adhkcir of the Balni'i "orld and it ... dedi<'ation to 

puh]i<' worship - 011 :-.uch a sol 11111 and historil'a1 0<'ca. ion I 

in ite His fol1o,\ers, the world OH'r, to ont<>mplatc with m . 

the ~lorious and manifold c-viden<•e:-, of the omvard march of 

His Faith and of the , lead ' unfoldment of its t:'mhr onic " ' orld 

Ord r hoth in th Ho] Land and in th fi c·ontinenls of th 

~Johe. 

L PJRJT AL 

F THE 

- HOG Hr EFF E ·or 

E;\,lBLY F THE B ILi\•1 · 

T TE 

WILMETTE, ILLJ '01 



01'\RIGHT 1953 BY 

THE TATIO L PIRIT AL EMBLY 
OF THE B H' 1 OF THE ITED T TE ... 

Pr111ted in the l nited late, of America 
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I. THE JUBILEE CONVENTION 

The Guardian's Message to the Forty-Fifth 
Annual Baha'i Convention 
Presented by Rid:iiyyih Khanum 

My soul is uplifted in joy and 
thanksgiving at the triumphant con
clusion of the second Seven Year 
Plan immortalized by the brilliant 
victories simultaneously won by the 
vanguard of the hosts of Baha'u'llah 
in Latin America , in Europe and in 
Africa-victories befittingly crowned 
through the consummation of a fifty 
year old enterprise , the completion 
of the first Mas_b.riqu 'l-Ad_hkar of the 
western world. The signal success 
that has attended the second collec
tive enterprise undertaken in the 
course of American Baha'i history 
climaxes a term of stewardship to 
the Faith of Baha'u Bah , of almost 
three score years duration,- a period 
which has enriched the annals of the 
concluding epoch of the Heroic, and 
shed lustre on the first thirty years 
of the Formative, Age of the Baha i 
Dispensation. So fecund a period has 
been marked by teaching activities 
unexcelled throughout the western 
world and has been distinguished by 
administrative exploits unparalleled 
in the annals of any Baha'i National 
Community whether in the East or 
in the West. I am impelled , on the 
occasion of the anniversary of the 
Most Great Festival, coinciding with 
a triple celebration-the dedication 
of the Mother Temple of the West, 
the launching of a World Spiritual 
Crusade and the Commemoration of 
the Birth of Baha'u Ha.h' s Mission
to pay warmest tribute to the pre
eminent share which the American 
Baha'i Community has had in the 
course of over half a century in pro
claiming His Revelation, in shield-

ing His Cause, in championing His 
Covenant , in erecting the adminis
trative machiner y of His embryonic 
World Order , in xpounding His 
teachings, in tr anslating and dissem
inating His Holy Word , in despatch
ing the mes senger s of His Glad-Tid
ings , in awakening Royalty to His 
Call, in succoring His oppressed fol
lowers , in routing His enemie , in 
upholding His Law, in a sserting the 
independence of His Faith, in mul
tiplying the financial resources of its 
nascent institutions and, last but not 
leas t, in rearing its Grea test House 
of Worship - the first Mashriqu'l
Adhkar of the Western World. 

The hour is now ripe for this great
ly gifted richly blessed Community 
to arise and reaffirm, through the 
launching of yet another enterprise, 
its primacy, enhance its spiritual 
heritage, plumb greater depths of 
consecration and capture loftier 
heights in the course of its strenuous 
and ceaseless labors for the exalta
tion of God's Cause. 

The Ten Year Plan, constituting 
the third and final stage of the initial 
epoch in the evolution of 'Abdu'l
Baha's Master Plan, which God 
willing, will raise to greater heights 
the fame of the stalwart American 
Baha'i Community, and seat it upon 
" the throne of an everlasting domin
ion," envisaged by the Author of the 
Tablets of this same Plan, involves: 

First, the opening of the following 
virgin territories, eleven in Africa: 
Cape Verde Islands, Canary Islands, 
French Somaliland, French Togo
land, Mauritius, Northern Territories 

Protectorate, Portugues Guinea , 
Reunion Island, Spani h Guinea, St. 
Helena and St. Thomas Island ; eight 
in Asia: Caroline Islands, Dutch New 
Guinea , Hainan Island, Kazakhstan, 
Macao Is land , Sakhalin Island , Tibet 
and Tonga Islands; six in Europe: 
Andorra , Azores, Balearic Islands, 
Lofoten Islands, Spitzbergen and Uk
r aine, and four in America: Aleutian 
Islands , Falkland Islands, Key We t 
and Kodiak Island. 

Second, the consolidation of the 
F a ith in the following territories. 
Six in Asia: China, Formosa, Japan, 
Korea, Manchuria , Philippine Is
lands; two in Africa: Liberia and 
South Africa; twelve in Europe: the 
ten Goal Countries, Finland and 
France; three in America: the Ha
waiian Islands, Alaska and Puerto 
Rico. 

Third, the extension of assistance 
to the National Spiritual Assemblies 
cf the Baha 'is of Central and South 
America, as well as to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha is of 
Italy and Switzerland in forming 
twenty National Spiritual Assemblies 
in the Republics of Latin America 
and two in Europe, namely in Italy 
and Switzerland· the extension of as
sistance for the establishment of a 
National J:Ia~iratu'l-Quds in the Capi
tal of each of the ~•forementioned 
countrie as well as of national 
Baha 'i endowments in these same 
countries. 

Fourth, the establishment of ten 
National Spiritual Assemblies in the 
following European countries: Swe
den, Norway, Denmark, Belgium, 
Holland, Luxembourg, Spain, Portu
gal, France and Finland. 

Fifth, the establishment of a a
tional Spiritual Assembly in Japan 
and one in the South Pacific Islands. 
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Sixth, the establi hm nt of th a-
tional Spiritual A sembly of the 
Baha is of Alaska. 

Seventh, the e tablishment of the 
... ational Spiritual Assembly of th 
Baha'i of South and West Africa. 

Eighth, the incorporation of each 
of the fourteen above-mentioned Na
tional Spiritual Assemblie . 

Ninth, the establishment of nation
al Baha'i endowments by the same 
National Spiritual As mblies. 

Tenth, the establishment of a Na
tional Haziratu 1-Quds in the capital 
city of each of the eleven of the 
aforementioned countries as well as 
one in Anchorage, one in Suva, and 
one in Johannesburg. 

Eleventh, the erection of the first 
Dependency of the first Mashriqu'l
Adhkar of the We tern World. 

Twelfth, the extension of assistance 
for the purchase of land for four fu
ture Temples two in Europe: in 
Stockholm and Rome; one in Central 
America, in Panama City; and one 
in Africa in Johannesburg. 

Thirteenth, the completion of the 
landscaping of the grounds of the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar in Wilmette. 

Fourteenth, the raising to one hun
dred of the number of incorporated 
local assemblie within the Ameri
can Union. 

Fifteenth, the raising to three hun
dred of the number of local spiritual 
assemblies in that same country. 

Sixteenth, the incorporation of 
Spiritual Assemblies in the leading 
cities of Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg 
Spain and Portugal, as well a of 
the Spiritual Assemblies of Paris of 
Hel ·ngfors, of Tokio of Suva and 
of Johannesburg. 

Seventeenth, the quadrupling of 
the number of local Spiritual Assem
blies and the trebling of the number 
of localities in the aforementioned 
countries. 

Eighteenth, the translation of 
Baha'i literature into ten languages 
in Europe (Basque, Estonian Flem
ish Lapp Maltese, Piedmontese, 
Romani, Roman ch Yiddish and Zir
yen • ten in America: Aguaruna Ara
wak Blackfoot Cherokee, Iroquois 
Lengua Mataco, Maya, Mexican 
and Yahgan. 

Nineteenth, the conver ion to the 
Faith of members of the leading In
dian tribes. 

Twentieth, the conversion to the 
Faith of representatives of the 
Basque and Gipsy races. 

Twenty-first, the e tablishment of 
summer- chools in each of the Scan
dinavian and Benelux countrie , a 
well a thos of the lb rian P -
nin ula . 

Twenty-second, the Proclamation 
of th Faith through th Pre s and 
Radio throughout th United States 
of America. 

Twenty-third, th stabli hment of 
a Baha i Publi bing Tru t in Wil
m tte Illinoi . 

Twenty-fourth, the formation of an 
Asian T aching Committ de igned 
to timulate and coordinate the 
teaching activitie initiated by th 
Plan. 

May this Community-th piritual 
de cendants of the Dawnbreakers of 
the Heroic Age of the Baha'i Faith, 

the chief repo itory of the immortal 
Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine 
Plan the foremo t executors of the 
Mandate issued by the Center of 
Baha u'llah' Covenant, the cham
pion-builder of a divin ly conceived 
Administrative Order, the standard
bearer of the all-conquering army 
of the Lord of Ho ts the torch-bear-

r of a futur divinely in pired 
world civilization - aris , in the 
course of the momentou decade 
s parating the Great from Mo t 
Great Jubilee to secure a befit it 
rank, the lion's share in the pro e
cution of a global crusade designed 
to diffuse the Light of God' Reve
lation over the urface of th entire 
Planet. 

-SHOGHI 

Address by Ruhiyyih Khanum to the Baha i Convention 

Allah-u-Abha ! Friend , if ou ar 
moved I don't think it is at all com
parable to how much I am moved. 
I ha e come from our B loved 
Shoghi Eff ndi. He would ha e been 
very happy to be here himself with 

ou but, a you know he has so 
much work, so many guests, so many 
burdens, it is quite impossible for 
him to come him elf, and so he gav 
me this inestimabl bounty of com
ing as his repre entative and eeing 
you all. 

I wish I could ee you. I can't 
ee you at all b cause of the e 

lights. Won't you all sit down. It i 
unbelievable to ee o many Baha'i . 
Of cour e I ee you only dimly be
hind the lights, but I'll ee you all 
in a few moment . 

When I was a little girl I always 
·aid that I knew almost all th peopl 

of my Faith in America because we 
could get them all into a relatively 
mall room, and year after y ar w 

u ed to see the old stand-by . Some
times we saw new faces. But to think 
that now in the United States ther 
are so many Baha'is that they are 
so active and that they ar really 
the torch-bearers of th Cause of 
Baha'u llah all over the world it is 
just unbelievable, and it is a great 
privilege to be here with you today. 

I know it will make you happy to 
know that I left our Guardian in good 

health and, when Millie Collins and 
I left Haifa, he was happy. I can· 
bring you any better new than that, 
because very often he i overburd
ened and saddened by the event 
which take place, but at the pre ent 
time I think he i very happy and 
I know hi thought are all the time 
here with you. 

When he look d forward to this 
great Centenary, hi thought wer 
particularly concentrated on the 
gathering of the American Baha'is, 
because he felt that the dedication of 
the great Hou e of Worship of the 
West and the crusade that we are 
now embarking on, all these thing 
converging here in Chicago at the 
time of the Ri9-van, make it the mo t 
important of all our events during 
this Holy Year. 

First h thought of the me sage 
for me to bring to the conference 
which is opening here today and he 
wrote that out; then a few days 
later he thought of his message to 
the convention, and he worked on 
that and he wrote that out· and then 
he thought of another message on 
the progres of the Faith and a re
view of what is going on in the 
Cau e of God all over the world and 
h wrote that out· and theu, just be
fore I left, he felt that a word of 
dedication on his part would be in 
order at th Baha'i Temple and he 



wrote that out. So ou can that 
all of hi thought hav be n with 
you and he asked m to give ou 
all his love and I know h v ry, v r 
deeply appreciates all that you have 
accomplished for him and, b cause 
of doing it for him, for Baha u'llah 
and for His Faith. 

Shoghi Effendi ha often told us 
that his happine s is th new of 
th progres of the Cause, and if 
you could see th way hi face lights 
up when he gets some n w of prog
ress, some new Spiritual A s mbly, 
ome new pion er som n w effort 

crowned with success, it i a very 
wonderful experienc . W who ar 
privileged to serve him in Haifa and 
to be near him, see him come over 
to the Pilgrim House ju t radiant 
sometimes, and then h gives us th 
good news of this, that or the other 
event that has taken plac . 

Now, I can see you all. This is a 
very vital convention, because it is 
the launching of our ten year cru
sade, and the part of th American 
Baha is, as you know, i exceedingly 
important. 

I don't want to take up the time of 
this session with any more remarks 
from myself. I want to, if I can catch 
my breath, read you our Guardian's 
convention message. You have won
derful, wonderful things ahead and 
I am sure that you will accomplish 
them all. I think all of us, particu
larly those who have b en in the 
Faith for, well, shall we say some 
years, if not a great many years, 
and have had the experience of see
ing with our own eyes the way the 
unbelievable, with ease, almost, 
seems to materialize when we arise 
and serve Ba ha u Bah - especially 
this last year- I think ev ry Baha'i 
in the world mu t be simply a tound
ed at the way the Cau of God goes 
forward, moved really by its own 
mysterious impuls s. 

And now I shall read you the con
vention message of Shoghi Effendi. 
This is to the American Baha'i Con
vention. If anybody can't hear me, 
I wish they would let me know now. 
You can't hear well? Well, I am 
not used to these things • I m sorry. 
Somebody should have shortened thi 
desk. Is that better? It sounds aw
ful to me, but if it sounds all right 
to you, that is th most important 
thing, because I want you to hear 
everything the Guardian has said 
to you on this occasion. 
April 29, 1953 

Fortv-Fifth Annual Baba i Convention 
of the Baha is of the United States 

IEDI AH TEMPLE 
600 ORTH WABASH A E E 

hicago Illinoi • 

April 29, 30, Ma 1 1953 

0 E TIO THEME 
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AT! AL PREPARATIO FOR OUR ROLE I THE WORLD CRUSADE 

AGE DA 
Daily chedule: 

orning D votion -9:00 to 9:15 A.M. 
(Opening Day - 9 :15 - 9 :30 - S rvic of D dication) 

Morning Se sion - 9:30 to 12 :00 oon 
Afternoon S sion - 2:00 P.M. to 5:30 P.M. 
Evening S ion-8:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. 

Wednesday April 29 
9:30 A.M. to 12:00 Noon 

I. Op ning of Convention b Pre iding Offic r of th ational Spiritual 
Assembl 
Roll Call of D legates 
Election of Convention Offic r 
R ading of the Guardian M sage to th Conv ntion 
Appointment of Committ to Draft M sag to th Guardian 
Supplementary Report of th National Spiritual A mbly 

II. Discussion of the Guardian's Message to th ntion 
2:00 P.M. to 5:30 P.M. 
III. Th Completion of th cond even Y ar Plan - Victori s Won 
I . Our ational Teaching 

A. General Probl m of Propa ating th Faith-Criti al Analysis of 
Present Methods and Pl ns 

B. Teacher Training - D pening the Individual B li ver - Confirm
ing the SePker 

8:00 P .M. to 10:00 P.M. 
Centenary Public Meeting 
Theme: Religion for Mankind 

Thursday April 30 
9:30 A.M. to 12:00 Noon 

I. Report of National Tr a ur r and Discussion 
II. Continuation of Di cussion of National Teaching 

12:00 Noon Convention Photograph 
2:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
II. Continuation of Discussion of Teaching on the Home Front 

A. Special problems of teaching in the large cities 
B. Teaching our Baba i children 
C. Using our Summer School more effectively 

4:30 P.M. to 5:30 P.M. 
III. Election of National Spiritual As cmbly (and Baha i Trustees) 
8:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. 

Ric;lvan Feast 
Introduction of Visiting Hand of the Caus 
Reports on Kampala Conference 

Friday, May 1 
9:30 A.M. to 12:00 Noon 

I. Special Topic~ - Pre ented b Delegates and National Spiritual As
embly 

II. Recommendations to Incoming National As embly from Delegates 
3:00.P.M. HOUSE OF WORSHIP -WILME1TE 

Meeting of Commemoration (Beli vers only) Anniversary of 
Visit of Master to Temple Grounds, May 1, 1912 

8:00.P.M. NEW TRIER HIGH SCHOOL-WINNETKA 
Public Meeting on Temple 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllllllll lllllllllllllllllllllltlllllUllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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Convention 11essage 
to the Guardian 

Inexpre ibly grateful b 1 o v d 
Guardian for ine timabl bounty 
pr ence Arna tu '1-Baha, President, 
Vice-President International Baba i 
Council and nine other Hand Cau 
Magnitude ta k facing Am rica dur
ing dec-::ide World Crusade ngend r 
feeling wonderment unworthine 
lion' share entrusted this commu
nity. We be e ch prayer Holy 
Thre hold increa ing portion God's 
trengthening grace to nable u ef

fectiv ly proclaim Faith Baha'ullah 
in ure redemption all mankind. Cog
nizant manifold problem twenty
four goals Ten Year Plan we are 
wholly confident of ultimate victory 
not b cause of our merit or capacity 
but by rea on of loving gracious 
guidance vouch afed u by God 

through His sign on earth. W fer
vently affirm ren wed pirit con e
cration ervice both teaching admin
istrative pher Faith. D epe t lov 
to our b loved Shoghi Effendi. 

-FoRTY-FIFTII A UAL Co VENTIO 

April 29, 195.., 

The Guardian's Reply 

Deeply mov d m sag . Welcom 
recon ecration ervice. Immediat 
destiny community exalt d God's 
will dep nds attainment all goal . 
Fervently praying it memb r ris 
gloriou occa ion accompli h still 
greater f at wm r ounding vic
torie . 

-SHOGHI 

Haifa, May 2, 1953 
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'Final Phase of Construction of the Bah s Sepulchre' 

Cable from the Guardian 

(On the) occa ion (of th ) five
fold historic celebration-(the) d di
cation (for) public worship (of the) 
holiest Mashriqu'l-Adhkar (of the) 
Baha'i world; (th ) convocation (of 
the) Second Intercontinental Teach
ing Conference (of the) Holy Year; 
(the) Anniver ary (of th ) Declara
tion (of) Baba u llah (in the) Gard n 
of Ri<;l van· (the) holding ( of th ) 
Forty-Fifth Am rican Baba i Con
vention (and the) launching (of th ) 
epochal, global piritual Cru ade, 
marking (th ) climax (of the) festivi
tie a ociated (with the) C ntenar 
(of the) Birth (of) Baha'u Bah s Mis
sion-announc (to) His follow r 
(of) Ea t (and) West (that the) final 
phase ( of th ) con truction ( of th ) 
Bab' Sepulchre (has be n ushered 
in through (the) erection (of) scaf
folding (for the) compl tion (of the) 
shuttering (of th ) dome. 

Forty-four gilded tile out of (a) 
total (of) twelve thousand d igned 
(to) cover two hundred fifty squar 
meter urface (of the) dome (were) 
placed (in) permanent po ition (on 
the) ve (of th ) ninth day (of the) 

ineti th Anniversary ( of the) Ri<;l
Yan F ti val. ( On the) aft rnoon ( of 
the) am day during (th ) cour 
(of a) moving ceremony (in the) 
pres nee (of) pilgrim (and) re ident 
believers (of) 'Akka (and) Haifa 
(I have) placed rev rently (a) frag
ment (of the) pla ter ceiling (of th ) 
Bab prison c 11 (in the) castl (of) 
Mah-Ku beneath (the) gilded tile 
(of the) crowning unit (of the) maj -
tic edifice, circumambulated (th ) 

base ( of the) dome, paid homag 

(to) His memory recall d (Hi ) 

afflictive impri onment (and) offered 

prayer (on) behalf (of the) fri nds 
(of) East (and) West (on a) sub -
qu nt vi ·it (to the) int rior (of) His 
Shrine. 

Preparatory t p ar now b in 
taken (for th ) pouring (of) concr t 
(for th ) construction ( of th ) rib 
(of the) dome, as well as (for th ) 
placing (of) ornam ntal tones ur
rounding its ba e. 

(My) hop (are) h ightened (that 
the) termination (of the) five-y ar
long three-quart r million dollar n
t rpri e, undertaken (in the) heart 
(of) Carmel (will) coincide (with 
the) termination (of th ) worldwid 
celebration comm morating (the) 
Centenary ( of the) inception ( of) 
Baha'ullah Ministry. 

Also announce (th ) formation (of) 
no le s (than) sixteen new Spiritual 
Assemblies (in the) African conti
nent:-Monrovia B nghazi, airobi 
Jinja Akarukei Tilling, Mbale, 
Atoot, Kococwa, Acis a, Opot, Fa -
sy, Ocaka Osopotoil, Kadoki, Ka
buku. 

(In) Uganda alone (the) number 
(of) believer (is) over two hundr d 
ninety re iding (in) twenty-five lo
calitie repre entative (of) twenty 
tribes. 

Finally hare (the) h art-warming 
news (of th ) impending e tablish
men ( of the) long-overdue ~a~ir
a tu 1-Qud (in th ) French capi
tal through {the) conclusion (of an) 
agreem nt (to) purchase (a) nine 
thousand pound property situated (in 
th ) be t residential quarter ( of th ) 
city. 

Kiyani pontan ou g n rou 
contribution (is) olely re ponsibl 
(for th ) achi vem nt (of the) gr at 
victory (of the) tabli hm nt (of 
the) in titution d ign d (to) erve 
(a th ) admini trativ h adquar
ter (of) both (th ) pre ent Pari 
As mbly (and th ) proj cted French 

ational Spiritual A embl 

Advi e (the) Am rican ational 
A embly (to) share (thi ) m ag 
(with its) i ter As mbli (through
out the) Baha'i world. 

HOClil 

Haifa April 30 1953 
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Story of the Convention 

The Revelation of Baha 'u Bah ha 
been a gradual unfoldment, culmi
nating in this living d monstration 
of the truth of the word rev aled to 
Baha u'llah in th _ Siyah-Chal one 
hundred year ago ', wer the open
ing words of Paul Haney, chairman 
of the ational Spiritual Assembly, 
as he convened the 45th annual 
Baha'i Convention in Chicago s Medi
nah Temple on April 29th. When 
registration were totaled it wa 
found that this gathering was, in
deed an a emblage of universal 
brotherhood - demonstrating the 
power of God to unite peoples of di
verse backgrounds. On the first day 
over 1700 friends had gathered, and 
before the week was out some 2300 
Baha'is from 33 countries throughout 
the world had registered. 

After the election of permanent of
ficers the Hands of the Cause of 
God from Persia were presented to 
the delegates and visiting friend : 
Valiyu llah Varqa, son of a martyr 
and brother of a martyr, 'farazu'llah 
Sa mandari, one of the few to hav 
been in the presence of the Ble sed 
Beauty, 'Ali-Akbar Furutan, secre
tary of the ational Spiritual As
sembly of Persia, Dhikru'llah 
Khadem, itinerant Hand of the 
Cause and General Shu'a'u'llah 
'Ala'i. At this tim Musa Banani, 
Hand of the Cause from Africa, wa 
also presented to the Convention. 

In spite of the over hadowing mo
mentous events - dedication of the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar in Wilmette and 
the imminent convocation of the sec
ond Intercontinental Conference of 
the Jubilee year-the two and a half 
days of the Convention saw a suc
cession of events which, in the week 
to follow was to bring the American 
Baha'is into closer affinity with the 
flow of Divine Inspiration than any 
occurrence since the visit of the 
Master to America in 1912. This was 
felt by all in attendance, and 
put into words by the secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly 
when he in introducing the report 
of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
aid ''This Convention is overshad

owed by titanic events ... but our 
action determines th character of 

th ommunity for som . tim to 
come." 

th n proceeded to r capitulat 
om of the gains mad by th 

Am rican Baha'i Community in th 
last 45 y ar of gradual unfold
ment" - in the numb r of adult 
Baha'is, youth, a s mbli , ass m
bli incorporated, in r cognition of 
Baha'i Holy days by th schools of 
1 tate, 1 count , and 13 citi to 
m ntion but a few. 

Emphasi was giv n to th suc
ce ful completion of th four goal 
of the s cond Seven Year plan: op n
ing of ten goal countri in Europ , 
ompl tion of the Templ , formation 

of thr e new ational Spiritual As
,embli s - two in Latin American 
and one in Canada - and consolida
tion and proclamation of the Faith 
in this country. 

Mrs. Dorothy Bak r, p aking of 
the Latin American communitie 
aid th y are now "girding up their 

loins, for their time has come to 
undertake a plan giv n th m by the 
Guardian." 

Miss Edna True, sp aking of th 
European goal achi v d, mpha
sized the 19 Local Spiritual Ass m
blie formed, th number of new b -
Jj vers, and told of the r c nt for
mation of th Italo-Swis ational 
Spiritual A embly - the twelfth pil
lar of the Universal Hou e of Justice. 

The National Teaching Committee, 
whil r porting ucc ssful achi v -
m nt of the fourth goal, frankly ad
mitt d the failure of their campaign 
of the past year - "Each On 
Win One ' - and made a very candid 
appraisal of the rea on for not 
ucceeding in thi campaign. Th ir 

ry candor contributed invaluably 
to the consultation. 

The highlight of the Convention 
c:ame with the arrival of Amatu'l'
Baha Ru}:liyyih Khanum, wife and of
ficial representative of Shoghi 
Effendi and Hand of the Cause. As 
she entered the auditorium those a -
sembl d ro e as one body in hom
ag to her station and in apprecia
tion of the bounties be towed upon 
us by the Guardian. What feelings 
swelled in the hearts of the hundreds 
of Baha i's present can never be 
known. For most it was to be their 
closest contact with our beloved 
Guardian - and all w re keenly 
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awar of hi pre· nee as Amatu'l
Baha r ad hi · dynamically challeng
ing messag t lling u that the 
hour was rip to ari e and reaffirm 
the primacy of Baha'u'llah and His 
Mc sag , to ·'captur lofti r h ights 
in xaltation of God': Cau ," and 
Jaying b for u a ten y ar program 
of accomplishm nt mingly far
th r beyond our pow r of fulfill
m nt than ith r f th pr c ding 
plan laid b for th Am rican com
munity. Y t with what as urance he 
laid b for th Am ri an Baha'i th 
task of a urning th "lion' har ' 
in th promotion of our World Faith. 
It is n edl s to r p at h r th p -
cifi goals, a th y hav b n et 
forth 1 wh re. In s nc they 
compri th promulgation of th 
M sag of God in ev ry corner of 
th world and gath ring within th 
fold of Bah a 'u Jlah' lov peoples of 

very national, racial and religious 
xtraction. 

Much of th di cu ion of m thods 
of pr paring ours lv for the work 
ahead and of achieving the objec
tives delineated by Shoghi Eff ndi 
was d ferred until the convocation 
of th Int rcontinental Conf rence, 
but the en uing consultative sessions 
of th Convention wer keyed to a 
spirit of cons cration to preparing 
ourselves for the gr at things ex
pected of us in th next ten years. 
It was said that teaching must now 
be the chief duty of every Baha'i'. 
A Mo • I m prov rb wa quoted to the 
effect that "th fri nd must be like 
a wall, th bricks of which support 
each other." Such must be our ap
proach to the tremendou ten years 
which lie ahead. 

Working together und r the guid
ance of the Guardian and with the 
direction of th newly elected a
tional Spiritual A embly, the mem
bers of which ar the same as last 
year, we can attain thi unanimity of 
action. 

With an attitude of complete r -
dedication we must mount our 
steeds", and defer as urning the title 
"Heroe of God' until uch time as 
we ar able to s t before th Guard
ian the world structure which he ha 
designed. 

-CHARLES loAS 
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II. THE TEMPLE DEDICATIONS 

In the Master's Presence 
May 1, 1912 

On the Temple Grounds 

At the request of the National Spir
itual Assembly the Jubilee Com
mittee sought information concern
ing those believers who were with 
Abdu'l-Baha when He blessed the 

Temple grounds and are still active 
in Baha'i affairs. As result of its in
quiries, the following list of Baha 'is 
was obtained, most of whom attend
ed the Baha'i dedication held in the 
completed Auditorium on the forty
first anniversary of that historic 
event. 

To each was given a special souve
nir of the occasion a four-page fold
er reproducing a photograph of 
'Abdu'l-Baha taken as He dedicated 
the Temple site and His prayer re
vealed for the Temple. 

Mr. Valiyu'llah Varqa of 'fihran (a 
member of the Master's party in 
1912); Mr. Leroy Ioa . now at the 
Baha'i World Center, Mrs. Corinne 
True, Haifa; Mr. Harlan Ober; Mr. 
Walter Goodfellow; Mrs. Beatrice D. 
Eardley: Mrs. Edwin H. Eardley: 
Mrs. Hazel Tomlin on; Mr. Augusta 
Nelson; Mr . Augusta Nelson; Mr. 
Peter Nel on; Miss El beth Ren
wanz • Mrs. Thoma W. Fleming; 
Miss Elfie Lundberg; Mr. Louis J. 
Voelz· Mrs. Loui J. Voelz; their 
children Mr . Genevieve Kraai and 
Mr. Eldon Voelz; Mis Sophie Loed
ing • Mr. Walter Bohanan; Mr. A. F. 
Matthisen. 

Baha'i Dedication May 1, 1953 

THEME: THE YEAR NINE - Its 
Significance and the Laying of 
the Corner Stone by 'Abdu'l-Baha 

Order of Service 
1. Chant, Words of Baha'u'llah -

Mrs. Musa Banani 
2. Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 

pp. 20-21 (Translation of th passag 
chant d) - Harlan Ober 

3. Address by 'Abdu·l-Baha on 
Temple Grounds, May 1, 1912, Pro
mulgation of Universal Peace pp. 
67-68 - Elsie Austin 

4. Chant, Tablet of Visitation -
Valiyu'llah Varqa (English Transla
tion, Prayers and Meditations, pp. 
310-313) 

Public Dedication, May 2, 1953 
Baha'i House of Worship 

CHORAL SELECTIONS 
Who can comprehend thee? PETER c. LUTKIN 

God be in my head, w ALTER DAVIES 

MESSAGE FROM THE GUARDIAN OF THE BAHA'i FAITH 
Presented by His representative, Ru}:liyyih Khanum 

READINGS FROM OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalms XIX, XXIV, CXXI 
READINGS FROM NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew V, 3-17; VII. John XVI, 12-13 
READINGS FROM THE QUR'AN 
Sura II, 81, 130, 284-286 
CHORAL SELECTIONS 
Have ye not heard? RANDALL rnoMPSON 

Ye shall have a song. RANDALL THOMPSON 

READINGS FROM BAHA'i SACRED WRITINGS 
Words of the Bab, chanted in the original tongue 
A Prayer of the Bab: Words from Commentary on Surih of Jo eph 
Words of Baha'ullah, chanted in the original tongue 
Book of Certitude, pp. 153-154 
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pp. 13-15 
Prayers and Meditations pp. 94 95 
Commune, chanted in the original tongue 
CHORAL SELECTION 
From the sweet-scented treams 
(A Prayer of Baha'u'llah) CHARLES WOLCOTl' 

Choral Selections performed by Northwestern Uni ersity A Cappella Choir 



Ruhiyyih Khanum presents the Guardian's Message of Dedication. 
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The Guardian's Message of Dedication 

Presented by Ru~iyyih Khanum 

• 'On behalf of the Guardian of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah, I have the 
great honor of dedicating this first 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of the Western 
World to public worship. 

"Initiated fifty years ago, its foun
dation stone laid by 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
the son of the Founder of the Faith, 
raised by contributions from its fol
lowers all over the world, reared in 
the vicinity of the first Baha'i center 
established in the West, this House 
of Worship, now opening wide its 
doors to peoples of all creeds, of all 
races, of all nations and of all 
classes, is dedicated to the three fun
damental verities animating and un-

derlying the Baha'i Faith-the Unity 
of God, the Unity of His Prophets, 
the Unity of Mankind. 

"I greet and welcome you on be
half of the Guardian of our Faith 
within these walls, and invite you to 
share with us the words recorded in 
the Sacred Scriptures which we be
lieve to be repositories of the eternal 
and fundarµental truths revealed by 
God in various ages , for the guid
ance and salvation of all mankind. 

"May I now request you all to rise 
while I read on behalf of the Guard
ian •of the Faith these words of 
prayer written by the Author of the 
Baba 'i Revelation: 
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' 'O God, Who art the Author of 
all Manifestations , the Source of all 
Sources , the Fountain-Head of all 
Revelations . and the Well-Spring of 
all Lights ! I testify that by Thy 
Name the heaven of understanding 
ha th been adorned , and the ocean of 
utterance hath surged, and the dis
pensa tions of Thy providence have 
been promulgated un to the follower s 
of all r eli gions .. . Lauded and glori
fied a rt Thou, 0 Lor d my God ! Thou 
a rt He Who from everlasting hath 
been clothed w ith majesty with au
thority and power, and will continue 
unto everlastin g to be ar r ayed with 
honor, with strength and glory. The 
learned , one and all , s tand a ghast 
before the signs and tokens of Thy 
handiwork , while the wise find them
selves, without exception, impotent 
to unravel the mystery of Them Who 
are the Manifestations of Thy might 
and power. Every man of insight 
hath confessed his powerlessness to 
scale the heights of Thy knowledge , 
and every man of learning hath 
acknowledged his failure to fathom 
the nature of Thine E s sence. 

" 'Having barred the way that 
leadeth unto Thee, Thou hast, by vir
tue of Thine authority and through 
the potency of Thy will, called into 
being Them Who are the Manifesta
tions of Thy Self, and hast entrusted 
Them with Thy message unto Thy 
people, and caused Them to become 
the Day-Springs of Thine inspiration, 
the Exponents of Thy Revelation, the 
Treasuries of Thy knowledge and the 
Repositories of Thy Faith, that all 
men may, through Them, tum their 
faces towards Thee, and may draw 
nigh unto the kingdom of Thy Reve
lation and the heaven of Thy grace. 

" 'I beseech Thee, therefore, by 
Thyself and by Them, to send down, 
from the right hand of the throne of 
Thy grace, upon all that dwell on 
earth, that which shall wash them 
from the stain of their trespasses 
against Thee, and cause them to be
come wholly devoted to Thy Self, 0 
Thou in Whose hand is the source of 
all gifts, that they may all arise to 
serve Thy Cause, and may detach 
themselves entirely from all except 
Thee. Thou art the Almighty, the All
Glorious, the Unrestrained.' " 
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Messages of Greeting Received for Te1nple Dedication 

The Dedication of the Temple 
brought many message of greeting 
from public leaders. Following are 
excerpts from some of the greetings 
received. 

From the Ambassador of Israel in 
the United States came the message: 

On occasion of dedication of Baha'i 
House of Worship I wish to convey 
to you sincere greetings and con
gratulations of State of Israel. Israel 
people and government, harboring in 
their country the Baha'i spiritual 
Center, have always cherished cor
dial, friendly relations with Guard
ians of that Center and all Baha'is. 
Ideals of peace and brotherliness 
underlying Baha'i Faith are dear and 
sacred to Israel, ancient and revived 
alike. Wish you every success." 
(signed) Abba Evan, Ambassador, 
State of Israel. 

From Charles Malik Ambassador 
of Lebanon in the United States, 
came: "The devotion to the highest 
spiritual realities is the greatest 
thing in the world. I believe without 
the judgment and guidance of God 
all is of no avail. May you therefore 
be quickened in your endeavors to 
search for know and worship Him. ' 

Justice William 0. Douglas of the 
Supreme Court wrote: "The Baha'i 
House of Worship at Wilmette, Illi
nois is a structure of great beauty 
as millions who have seen it know. 
But perhaps not so many realize its 
symbolic significance. It teaches the 
essential unity of mankind under one 
God irrespective of the various sects 
and creeds that give expression to 
the various faiths. There is a basic 
wholeness among people the world 
around. There are spiritual ties that 
unite them in the brotherhood of 
man .... The important thing is 
recognition of the essential unity of 
mankind under one God. That is a 
force which cuts across politics, 
trade rout s, racial groupings the 
world around. It can be made a 

powerful moral force in the practi
cal affairs of the world if there is 
a dedication to the cause-the kind 
of dedication that went into the long 
and difficult task of constructing the 
Baha'i House of Worship at Wil
mette.' 

Mrs. Ruth Bryan Rhode, former 
United States Ambassador to Den
mark sent this message: "On the 
occasion of the dedication of the 
Baha'i House of Worship, I join in 
spirit with the Assembly whose as
piration is the unification of mankind. 
May the beauty of the edifice and its 
symbolism carry inspiration in wider 
and wider circles around our trou
bled arth." 

Dr. P2ul R. Anderson, Presid nt 
of th Pe"':lnsylvania College for 
Women, wrote: "I am delighted to 
learn of the dedication of the Baha'i 
House of Wor hip at Wilmette. It is 
the culmination of years of devotion 
to a great cause on the part of 
many people here and abroad. In 
times like these it stands as a great 
monument of liberalism and inter
nationalism. 

"I have never met more serious 
believers in the cause of humanity 
than Baha'is. Such loyalty to the 
highest ideals is what we need to 
bring us closer to the goal of a peace
ful friendly world." 

Dr. Marcus Bach, of the State 
University of Iowa, sent the follow
ing tribute: "The Baha'i emphasis 
on the unity of religions is the rich
est adornment of our contemporary 
faith. 

"While the dedication of your 
House of Worship symbolizes this 
fact in ceremonial, it remains for 
true followers of the Glory of God 
to instill its principle in the hearts 
of men. 

"The words of Baha'u'llah, which 
have become a challenge and a work
ing formula for our time have long 
been my text, 'The earth is but one 

country; and mankind its citizens.' 

'These words, strengthened by my 
recent visit with the Guardian, are 
now further intensified by the rising 
influence demonstrated in the Inter
continental Centenary Conferences. 

' It is my earnest hope that men of 
every belief and race may catch 
the spirit and power inherent in the 
Baha'i cause and that this day of 
dedication will hasten the dawn of 
concord and direct the eyes of na
tions toward the light of brotherhood 
and peace.'' 

Among the clergymen sending 
greetings was Dr. David Rhys Wil
liams, of the First Unitarian Church 
of Rochester, New York, who wired 
that the members of his congrega
tion "extend fraternal greetings and 
best wishes for an inspiring cen
tennial celebration of the Baha'i 
Revelation and join you in affirming 
the oneness of all religions as you 
dedicate your beautiful Temple as a 
symbol of this oneness." 

Dr. Karl M. Chworowsky minister 
of the First Unitarian Church of 
Fairfield County, Conn., wrote: "The 
writer who for these past several 
years has enjoyed the high privilege 
and profound inspiration of active fel
lowship with the Baha'is of New 
York desires to join with your many 
friends and well-wishers in congrat
ulating the Baha'is of the United 
States on this occasion of the dedica
tion of your beautiful House of Wor
ship. . .. The richest blessings of 
the Eternal One be and abide with 
you ... " 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleve
land, wrote: "May I be permitted 
to send you my felicitations on this 
occasion and to express the hope 
that your newly-dedicated House of 
Worship will be a source of inspira
tion and spiritual guidance to many 
people in our country.'' 

From Syracuse Univer ity, the De
partment of Philosophy Dr. Ray
mond Frank Piper, sent this mes
sage: "The Baha'i House of Worship 
is a unique and magnificent achieve
ment in the history of the world s 
religions and cultures because it em
bodies, in incomparable, compel
ling, and unforgettable beauty, the 
glorious ideal of the enlightened and 
creative unity of religions, and also 
because it is a sun-clear enduring 
symbol which invites all religionists, 
and others too, to work together 
in loving sympathy for the ake of 



multiplying those preciou fruits of 
goodwill, wisdom, peace, and joy of 
which mankind now stands in pro
found and painful need. 

"May I record my deep per onal 
gratitude to that multitude of men 
and women of vision and devoted 
sacrifice who have conceived and 
constructed this Temple." 

A long letter came from Dr. Shao 
Chang Lee , Head of the Department 
of Foreign Studies at Michigan State 
College. With the letter came a large 
Chinese card with the twelve Baha'i 
principles beautifully lettered in 
Chinese by Dr. Lee. In his letter 

' Dr. Lee said in part: "I for on 
deeply appreciate the efforts that 
you and other members of the As
sembly have made and are making 
to achieve an integrated community 
of truth-loving and peace-loving 
peoples. At this critical point in 
world history, you bring to mankind 
the spiritual and practical values 
which Baha'u'llah has emphasized, 
and which the world greatly needs." 

Dr. Kirtley F. Mather, Professor 
of Geology at Harvard University, 
wrote: "You and your associates are 
greatly to be congratulated upon the 
completion of this lovely edifice, but 
even more because of the effectiv 
work you are doing to unite the 
people of many lands and creeds in 
a spiritual unity that cannot help 
but bear rich fruits in coming 
years." 

From The Hoover Institute and 
Library, Stanford University, the 
Chairman, Dr. H. H. Fisher, wrote: 
"Please accept my sincere good 
wishes. I am sure that believers in 
human brotherhood and workers for 
understanding among the peoples of 
the earth will be happy to know, as 
I am, of the dedication of this House 
of Worship to these great causes." 

From the Sage School of Philoso
phy at Cornell University, Dr. E. A. 
Burtt wrote: 'All I can say is that 
this seems to me a notable occasion 
in the history and progress of re
ligion in the United States, and that 
I hope the Temple will increasingly 
help to bring about a spirit of union 
and of hope among adherents of all 
religious creeds.'' 

From Dr. Harry A. Overstreet 
came the following: "Your effort to 
make a new feeling come alive in us 
-that of ongoing revelation-is to 
me most impressive. This is the 
feeling all of us, I think must some
how manage to make intimately part 

of our elves. This must be our wor
ship of the One God that liveth.' 

Mr. Thurgood Mar ha'l, Dir ctor 
and Counsel of the NAACP Lega 
Defen e and Educational Fund, wir
ed: "We ar happy to ext nd greet
ings and best wi h s on th occasion 
of the dedication of th Baha i Hous, 
of Worship. You affirmativ ly off r 
full religiou fellowship to all with
out distinction based upon rac and 
color and are thereby attempting to 
put into practice one of the highe t 
ideals of religions and d mocratic 
teaching . Our organization is dedi
cated to the same end although 
through use of different tools. W 
are, therefore, fellow-soldier trying 
to build a ociety in which there will 
be no place for distinctions and dif
ferences based upon race, color, 
class or religion.'' 

Mr. Roy Wilkins, Administrator 
for the NAACP, wrot : 'I am happy 
to send greeting to the members 
of the Baha'i faith and their friend. 
upon the occasion of the dedication 
of your Temple to the brotherhood 
of man. Our poor world is in great 
need of the deep faith and inc re 
and unostentatious practices of th 
Baha'is." 

Gr etings were also r ceived 
from: Dr. Dwight J. Bradley; Dr. 
Albert Guerard; Dr. Channing H 
Tobia , Director of the Phelp.!
Stokes Fund; and Dr. Frank !
Hankins. 

Jubilee at Wiln1ette 

This year the American Baha'i , 
in Byronic terminology, awoke one 
morning to find themselves famous . 
We outgrew our accommodation in 
Wilmette and had to hold our gath
erings, much of the time, in Chi
cago, and there was our name 
"Baha'i Faith ' up on the marquee 
of Chicago s Medinah T mple, and 
thousands of people watching us. 

Then there were two ladies from 
Fort Wayne, Indiana who got off 
the train at Englewood and asked 
the first man they met where the 
Medinah Temple was. "I'm a Chris
tian Scientist," he replied, 'but 
there's a fellow in my office named 
Reeves, going to be an usher at your 
Baha'i Convention. ' This in a city of 
5,495.364 inhabitants. 
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Thi account will deal with none 
of those momentou happening 
which took place in Chicago and in
augurat d the Ten Year Global Cru
sade for the piritual conque t of the 
planet. It will offer only ome brief 
rcm1mscenc of the day in Wil
mette, when-on b half of or invited 
by the Guardian-th First Lady of 
the Baha i World, the other Hands of 
the Caus thou ands of b liev rs 
and the public gather d on variou 
occasion , c 1 brating thi Jubil 
Year and d dicating th Ma b.riqu 1-
Adhkar to public wor hip. 

On Friday afternoon, May 1, th r 
,~.:as a simpl consecration rvicc 
at th T mpl for Baha'is alone; 
a private d dication and a comm m
oration of the Master' coming to 
this spot by th Lak in 1912 and 
with Hi own hands placing the T m
pl cornerston . This afternoon th 
Baha'is swarmed all over the T m
pl walks and steps like bri ht in-
eel flitting and settling, but up
tair in the vast auditorium ev ry

thing was white and quiet. 
High up in the tip of th dome 

against a whit background the 
golden Greate t Name wa written. 
The Hands of the Cau e were eat d 
directly befor th lectern. Micro
phones w re placed in front of it, 
and behind at either idc were huge 
bouqu ts of y llow, pink and whit 
flowers, stretched out like wing . 
The sun had come out but it was not 
too bright. In the second gallery 
above us there were great bug
like mechanisms, startlingly black 
against the white; these were th 
"juniors, ' the lights which unseen 
te:chnicians working up in the air 
were focusing on the lectern. 

The people were ab olutely il nt 
( anyon who has ever li tened to a 
gathering of American Baha is can 
valuate this.) The Dome, its whit 

rc1ys dropping away, poured down a 
lacy rain of grace. Light filtered 
through the closed Temple drapes. 
The warm, burnt-orange floor was 
flecked with white, and I relaxed in 
a sturdy burnt-orange upholstered 
chair, pleasantly consciou that in 
this Dispensation God ha ordained 
comfort. (How differ nt this was 
from the church where Edward Fitz
Gerald wa supposed to worship but 

ldom did because it wa o damp 
he maintained that mu hroom gr w 
around the altar). 

Madame Sami}:lih Banani, wife of 
the Africa Hand, now ro e and 
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Ruhiyyih Khanum, Repre entative of the Guardian, addresse the Conference. 

chanted a haunting Per ian prayer. 
Then Harlan Ober read the passage 
beginning "They apprehended Us" 
from the Epistle to the Son of the 
WoLf. ' It tells of Baha'u'llah's im
prisonment in the slums of Tihran. 
The contrast between the Black Pit 
and this Edifice and this Jubile 
took sudden shape: that darkness 
and stench, this light and fragrance; 
those murderer and thieves, these 
massed disciples from around the 
world; those sweating walls, that 
slime three flights down into the 
earth, that hollowed-out hole; this 
great mother-of-pearl bubble of a 
Temple that can hardly stay on the 
ground and seems to float above it. 
If people want a miracle, I thought , 
this is it. 

Elsie Austin of the National As
sembly was reading the words which 
the Master spoke as He laid the 
Temple cornerstone in the fields 
here, forty-one years ago. Blinding 
uns for the movie cameras shone 

down from the gallery ; the black 
mechanisms up there had changed 
to orbs of unbearable light. Elsie's 
delicate bronze profile shone out 
against the wing of flowers to her 
right. 

Jinab-i-Varqa, whose father and 
small brother both died for the Cause 
and who was present here in 1912. 
now chanted the Arabic Visitation 
Tablet (P&M 310) just as it is 
chanted in Bahji and at the Shrine of 
the Bab. Suddenly it did not seem 
fair for us to be here up in the light. 
When the words came to: "Waft, 
then, unto me, 0 my God and my 
Beloved from the right hand of Thy 
mercy and Thy lovingkindness, the 
holy breaths of Thy favors, that they 
may draw me away from myself 
and from the world unto the courts 
of Thy nearness and Thy presence' -
I remembered being told that when 

the Master was here, He would some
times chant or repeat these lines 
and then Lua Getsinger would weep , 
and she would say, ' He is pleading 
so to go, to die, and then we shall be 
left alone." 

On Saturday afternoon May 2, I 
had hurried upstairs with the Press, 
to the first gallery which looms high 
above the audience level. A capacity 
crowd of 1100 people waited below 
us. The silence was absolute. Mem
bers of the Press were collecting 
wooden chairs to stand on so they 
could peer over the high parapet into 
the crowd below ; their comings and 
goings had to be utterly silent, on 
account of the acoustical proper
ties of th dome; any noise would 
have dis ipated the great spirjtual 
atmosphere that was accumulating 
from the time and the place, the 
unseen presences and the actual 
presence of the Guardian's consort, 
of the other Hands of the Cause-six 
of whom were here from the far side 
of the the earth-and of the multi
tude of Baha'is who had come, in 
some cases with the greatest sacri
fice, disregarding ill health or even 
life-expectancy to witness this hour. 
Massed seemingly in white air 
across dizzy space from us was the 
silent black-robed choir. The dedica
tion was just about to take place. 

In a moment Paul Haney spoke: 
''On this historic occasion ... Shoghi 
Effendi Rabbani, Guardian of the 
Baha'i Faith, has sent his wife 
Amatu'l-Baha Ru}:l.iyyih Khanum as 
his personal representative to pre
sent a message of dedication from 
him as the world leader of the Baha'i 
Faith." And then we heard Ru}:l.iyyih 
Khanum in her grave and youthful 
voice, giving full value to each of 
the beautiful English word of the 
message from our beloved Guardian 
dedicating this fir t Mashriqu 1-

Ag_hkar of th We tern World to 
public worship. 

They say it was the first time in 
history that a woman figured so 
prominently in the dedication of the 
Temple of an independent Faith. 

There was a pause. Then another 
voice began, a man's voice, Borrah 
Kavelin s, reading from the 19th 
P alm: • Their line is gone out 
through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world." I 
could hardly believe this selection 
was accidental. Some time ago an 
ancient fragment of printed material 
turned up at the University of Cali
fornia and was entrusted to my 
friend Charles Rinde for possible 
identification; almost an incunabu
lum, it dates very close to the time 
when Columbus died (1506) and con
tains a marginal biography in Latin 
of the discoverer of America, which 
state that Columbus was given to 
quoting this line from the Psalm 
and that he regarded his own mis
sion of discovery as a fulfillment 
of this verse. 

As Margo Worley, Chairman of 
the National Assembly of South 
America, read from the words of 
Jesus, I thought again how the refer
ences to Him in our Teaching are 
apt to be tender and full of pathos, 
like imminent spring not yet come 
on, or a recurring song, mournful 
and delicate, as if the world would 
never get over the Crucifixion, while 
time lasts. 

Matthew Bullock read from the 
Qur'an, as Louis Gregory had read 
from it under this same Dome, at 
the Centenary in 1944. After a delay 
of thirteen hundred years, Islam is 
being befittingly proclaimed in the 
West: O our Lord! punish us not 
if we forget, or fall into sin . . . 0 
our Lord! ... lay not on us that for 
which we have not strength: but 
blot out our sins and forgive us, 
and have pity on us.' 

The Guardian had said to use the 
Psalms, ('Abdu'l-Baha loved the 
Psalms) ; and to use the words of 
Jesus, and to quote from the Qur'an 
passages on the unity of God and 
of His Prophets which would appeal 
to the Western world; that he had 
sent on the exact Persian and Ara
bic readings which were to be chant
ed, together with translations where 
these had been made; that he had 
chosen Jinab-i-Furutan and Jinab-i
Khadem to chant the selections and 
had directed the Hand to choos 



who should chant th final com
mune, and they had chosen Jinab-i
Samandari. Just then someone 
parted the great off-white drapes, 
and I saw below us a blinding flash 
of bright green tree tops over against 
the darker green of the grass. 

The service was given, all except 
for Amatu'l-Baha 's words of dedica
tion, three times to accommodat 
the many more than capacity crowds 
which came. Horace Holley opened 
the second one reading, as we all 
stood, the commune which Ruhiyyih 
~J:ianum had read before. I ~at in 
the first row, off center, and watched 
the light coming through the sixty 
red roses massed at either side of 
the lectern, the Persian rug glowing 
beneath it, and the shadow of the 
roses thrown by the lights against 
one of the pillars. It was brighter 
than day from the lights, except 
when they were dimmed as the choir 
sang. Again I listened to words read 
or chanted in three languages, to 
the Hands of the Cause Furutan 

' Kha.dim and Samandari, to Albert 
Windust, Selma Solomon, and David 
Bond. The end came when Jinab-i
Samandari, tiny under the looming 
white reaches of the Dome with 

' that austere dignity which is his 
pecial characteristic, finished his 

Persian chant, put on his glasses 
again, and took up the book which 
had been open but not referred to. 
on the lectern before him. 

Like all other Baha'i pilgrims I 
had during succes ive visit to th 
Holy Land, seen the Portraits of 
Baha'u'llah. The one that remained 
in memory through the years was the 
photograph made in Adrianople, 
where He was exiled from Decem
ber 12 1863 to August 12, 1868. It 
has the direct, probing glance that 
all who saw Him describe. It is not 
the face of youth but of the Ancient 
of Days, and it has an expression 
which for years I had not under-

tood, until once when I saw th 
ame look on the face of a man in 

intense pain and finally about to di . 
A look, then, of long-endured and 
lonely anguish. 

As Rul).iyyih Khanum described the 
sacred gift which the Guardian had 
sent us in her care-the colored, 
photographically reproduced Portrait 
of Baha'u'llah "in the bloom of man
hood '-a new and different Being 
began to take shape: a youthful Per
sonage, still in His thirties, per
haps or early forties since the 

Portrait was done in Baghdad; On 
Whom painters forever wanted to 
paint, and poets to write about. Th 
Master tell how even hostile poet 
had eulogized Him, on of them writ
ing: "He charms men, He drugs 
them; He is a hypnotizer ! B war ! 
B ware!" (PUP II, 431). W know 
too that other maintain d H b -
witch d His guests by dropping a 
magic philtre in their tea. (DB 113) 
Not y t in this Portrait, th Mani
festation Whom th world had for
saken (GI. 261), th fr hn s of 
Whose countenance had faded (PDC 
7), the One Who cri d with such a 
bitt r cry that every moth r in h r 
b r avement was bewild red at Hirn 
and forgot her own angui h (P&M 
271). Amatu 1-Baha spok of th 
strong and youthful beauty H had 
once, and of the rednes of Hi lips. 
She told us this Portrait-which ha 
never before been out of th hands 
of the Master or th Guardian-was 
mad by a Chri tian arti t who had 
s en Him at the public baths. 

W went remembering what th 
Bab had said: "Look not upon Him 
with any eye except His own. For 
whoso ver looketh upon Him with 
His eye, will recogniz Him; other
wi e He will be v iled from Him." 
(SW 153). 

That Sunday aft rnoon, May 3, a 
great crowd of us mass d for hours 
on the Temple st ps . It was cold 
and windy and we herded together 
for comfort. Some maintained that 
th y wait d five hour ; I wait d 
about three. Finally we worked our 
way clear up the Templ step and 
reached the grf'at glass doors. 

H r one by one, we were identi
fied, and passed through, to find 
Ru}:l.iyyih Khanum on our left, an
nointing each one with attar of ro e. 
Th use of this attar, enjoin d by 
Baha'u'llah, was familiar to th 
arly American Baha'is because of 

its u e by the Master, but ome of 
the newer Baha is had not heard of 
th custom until Milli Collin had 
annointed us on the Guardian b -
half at the Convention in 1952. Now, 
a Ru}:l.iyyih IQianum dabb d my 
hair with the rose oil, I was in Haifa 
again. 

W sat in the fragrant ·il nc , 
about sixteen hundred of u at a 
giv n time and ince every detail 
had b en carefully planned, we had 
only to follow the usher ' direction 
and wer soon passing qui tly, singl 
fil , toward the table wh r two 
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Portraits w r plac d. It wa • a whit 
ethereal and muffled sc ne: a ver e 
from the Qur'an describes it: "And 
low shall b th ir voic s befor the 
God of Mercy, nor halt thou hear 
aught but th light footfall." (20: 
107). W drew n ar to the Portrait 
and th r was hardly a moment to 
look, first on th grav count nanc 
of the Bab, th On .. Who had n v r 
taken Hi ye· away from the fac 
of God" (Gl. 221)- and th n on th 
young and joyous Baha'u'llah. H 

med to b gr ting ach on of 
us and it wa r all jubil 

Epilogue 

I wandered back to th T mpl 
that last vening and saw th gold 
for ythia blo soming deep in the 
celadon canal. Th T rnple had tak n 
on the color of old lac . Bird w r 
darting and calling in and out of 
th intricacies of th dome; I thought 
of how often birds hav b n com
par d to human h art in the Book 
of the Dead for instance, and the 
Hidden Words. Children were playing 
far up on the Temple st p . On of 
those Salome, danc -of-th -seven
vcils sprayers was watering the 
young grass; th r flection of young 
tr s shone on th wet walk. A J a p
an se magnolia stood up a · uncer
tain as a newborn colt. Some of th 

vergree 1 , black and bowing to
ward th T mpl . w r mayb ix 
fc t tall. Th ev ning wind cam to 
m acros whit hyacinth b d •. 

It wa • on of thos twilights when 
th dead se m to r turn and to re
m mber us again. C rtainly this 
place, which so many of our dead 
p nt much of their liv s to build. 

must draw them back. Th living 
had all gon away , but I kn w they 
n ver would be v ry far from h re. 
Some quality in th vening sugg t-

d thos words spok n by J sus to 
His discipl s, long ago , when th 
p opl who had e m d to be Hi 
friends had all d ert d Him
words perhap a path tic a an 
which ever cam from human lips: 
''Then aid Jesus unto th twelv : 
'Will ye al o go away?' " And P ter, 
with that re igna ion which is th 
only adequate r sponse to our pre
dicament, had an w red: ''Lord, to 
whom shall w go? Thou hast the 
word of t rnal lif " 

- MARZIEH GAIL 



16 

III. THE ALL-AMERICA 
INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 

rN.-"«-W'----~:·· . • u.-.. ~-. 

1.,...,. • 

The Guardians Message to the All-America 
Intercontinental Baha'i Conference 

Present ed by R u.1),iyyih }£hcinu m 

On the occasion of the launching 
of an epochal, g obal , spiritual, dec
ade-long crusade, constituting the 
high-water mark of the festivities 
commemorating the Centenary of 
the birth of the Mission of Baha'u'l
lah coinciding with the ninetieth An
niversary of the Declaration of that 
same Mission in the Garden of Ri<:l
van and synchronizing with both the 
convocation of the All-American In
tercontinental Teaching Conference 
in Chicago and the fiftieth Anniver
sary of the inception of the holiest 
Mashriqu 1-Adhkar of the Baha'i 
world and its dedication to public 
worship - on such a solemn and his
toric occasion I invite His followers, 
the world over, to contemplate with 
me the glorious and manifold evi
dences of the onward march of His 
Faith and of the steady unfoldment 
of it embryonic World Order both 
in the Holy Land and in the five 
continents of the globe. 

This infinite y precious Faith de
spite eleven decades of uninterrupt
ed persecution on the part of gov
ernments and ecclesiastics, involv
ing the martyrdom of it Prophet
Herald, the four banishments and 
forty-year-long exile suffered by it 
Founder the forty years of incar
ceration inflicted upon it Exemplar 
and th acrifice of no less than 

twenty thou and of its followers, ha 
succeeded in firml e tabli hing it
self in all the continents of the globe . 
and is irresistibly forging ahead , 
with accelerating momentum bid
ding fair to envelop, at the close of 
the coming decade, the whole planet 
with the radiance of its splendor. 

Confined within the lifetime of its 
Martyr-Prophet to two countries, 
reaching during the period of the 
ministry of its Author thirteen other 
lands; planting its banner in the 
course of the ministry of the Center 
of the Covenant in twenty additional 
sovereign states and dependencies in 
both hemispheres, this Faith ha 
spread, since the ascension of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, to ninety-four coun
tries, raising the total number of the 
territories within its pale to one hun
dred twenty-nine, no less than eight
een of which were added in a single 
year, while fifty-one were opened in 
the course of the nine year interval 
separating the first from the second 
Baha'i Jubilee. The number of east
ern and western languages into 
which its literature has been trans
lated and printed or is in the pro
cess of translation, and which 
reached forty-one a decade ago, is 
now ninety-one, including thirteen 
African and twenty-five Indian and 
Burme languages. The number of 

settlements in Greenland provided 
with Baha i Scriptures in the Green
landic tongue has been raised to for
ty-eight, including Thule beyond the 
Arctic Circle and Etah near the 80th 
latitude, whilst Baha'i literature in 
that same language has been des
patched as far north as the radio 
station at Brondlunsfjord, Peary
land, 82nd latitude, the northernmost 
outpost of the world. Representa
tives of thirty-one races and of twen
ty-four African tribes have been en
rolled in the Baha'i World Commu
nity. Contact has been established 
with the following seventeen minor
ity groups and races: the Eskimos 
of Alaska and Greenland, the Lapps 
of Scandinavia, the Maoris of New 
Zealand, the Sea-Dayaks of Sara
wak, the Polynesians of the Fiji Is
lands, the Cree Indians of Prairie 
Provinces Canada, the Cherokee In
dians in North Carolina, the Oneida 
Indian in Wisconsin, the Omaha In
dians in Nebraska, the Seminole In
dians in Florida, the Mexican Indi
ans in Mexico the Indians of th 
San Blas Islands, the Indians of Chi
chica tenango in Guatemala, the 
Mayans in Yucatan, the Patagonian 
Indians in Argentina, the Indians of 
La Paz in Boliva and the Inca In
dians in Peru. 

The national Plans, formulated 
and vigorously and systematically 
prosecuted in the course of the con
cluding year of the first, and the 
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Baha'i House of Wor hip. 
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opening years of the second) epoch 
of the Formative Age of the Faith, 
by the Baha'i Communities in the 
United States, in Persia, in the Brit
ish Isles, in Latin America, in Can
ada, in India, Pakistan and Burma, 
in 'Iraq, in Australia and New Zea
land, in Germany and Austria, in 
Egypt and the Sudan, have raised 
the number of Baha'i centers estab
lished in both hemispheres to two 
thousand five hundred maintained 
by representatives of the white, the 
black, the yellow, the red and the 
brown races of mankind, comprising 
ten in the Arabian Peninsula, over 
thirty in Egypt and the Sudan, over 
forty in the recently opened Europe
an goal countries, over fifty in the 
British Isles, over sixty in Australia, 
New Zealand and Tasmania, over 
seventy in Germany and Austria, 
over ninety in Canada, over ninety 
in India, Pakistan and Burma over 

one hundred in Central .and South 
America, over six hundred in Persia 
and over one thousand two hundred 
in the united States of America. The 
Superstructure of the Sepulchre of 
the Martyr-Herald of the Faith -a 
three-quarters of a million dollar en
terprise - is nearing completion, on 
the slopes of the Mountain of God, 
within the heart of the Holy Land, 
the nest of the Prophets, and the di
vinely chosen Spiritual and Adminis
trative Center of the Baha'i world. 
The preliminary measures, herald
ing the unfoldment of the institution 
of Guardianship, the pivot of 'Abdu'l
Baha's Will and Testament, have 
been adopted, through the appoint
ment of the first two contingents of 
the Hands of the Cause, numbering 
nineteen, recruited from the five 
continents of the globe, representa
tive in their extraction of the three 
principal religions of mankind, and 

constituting the nucleus of that au
gust institution invested with such 
weighty and sacred functions by the 
Center of Baha'u'Uah's Covenant. 
The International Baha' i Council, 
comprising eight members , charged 
with assisting in the manifold activ
ities attendant upon the rise of the 
World Administrative Center of the 
Faith, which must pave the way for 
the formation of a Baha'i Interna
national Court and the eventual 
emergence of the Universal House of 
Justice, the Supreme Legislative 
Body of the future Baba i Common
wealth, has been established, en
larged, and the functions of its mem
bers defined. The number of the pil-
1 ars of the Universal House of Jus
tice has been raised to twelve 
through the successive formation of 
the Canadian, the Central American, 
the South American and the Italo
Swis.s National Spiritual Assemblies. 
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Believers throng thE- steps of the Baha'i House of Worship, waiting to attend the 
Service of Dedication, May 1, 1953. 

The stupendous process of the rise 
and consolidation of the World Ad
ministrative Center of the Faith has 
been accelerated through the acqui-
ition, in the Plain of 'Akka, of a one 

hundred and sixty thousand square 
meter area , surrounding the Qiblih 
of the Baha'i world , permitting of the 
extension of the Outer Sanctuary of 
the Most Holy Tomb - to be desig
nated henceforth the Haram-i-Aqdas 
- through the initiation, at the in
ception of the Holy Year of the land-
caping and embellishment of a tenth 

of the acquired area, and through 
the adoption of mea ures for the ex
tensive illumination of the entire 
Sanctuary and the erection of ta tely 
portal constituting a befitting trib
ute to the memory of the Author of 
the Faith, within the Sacred .Pre-

cincts of His Sepulchre, on the oc
casion of the celebration of the 
Greatest Festival of the Year com
memorating the Centenary of the 
birth of His Mission. The fifty-year
old enterprise involving the pur
chase of land for the construction 
the exterior and interior ornamenta
tion, and the landscaping of the 
grounds of, the holiest House of Wor
ship ever to be reared to the glory 
of the Most Great Name the Mother 
Temple of the We t and involving 
the expenditure of over two and a 
half million dollars has been con
suma ted in time for its dedication 
to public worship during the Ri<;ivan 
period of thi Holy Year coinciding 
with both the fiftieth anniversary of 
the inception of this enterprise and 
the one hundredth anniversary of the 

birth of Baha'u'llah's ministry. The 
design for the Mar~briqu' 1-Adhkar on 
Mt. Carmel, conceived by the arch
itect appointed by 'Abdu'l-Baha, has 
been completed, and a model con
structed, which is soon to be un
veiled at the All-America Interconti
nental Teaching Conference, in an
ticipation of the selection and the 
purchase of its future site, and of its 
ultimate construction in the neigh
borhood of the Bab's Sepulchre. The 
total area of Baha'i international en
dowments, surrounding and perma
nently dedicated to the Tomb of the 
Bab has been raised, through recent 
successive purchases of extensive 
plots, overlooking that hallowed 
Spot, to almost one-quarter of a mil
lion square meters. The estimated 
value of the Baha'i international en
dowments and holy Places at the 
World Center of the Faith, in the 
twin cities of 'Akka and Haifa, has 
passed the four million dollar mark. 
The Baha'i national endowments in 
the United States of America now ex
ceed three million dollars. The area 
of land purchased on the slopes of 
the Alburz Mountains, overlooking 
the city of 'fihran, in anticipation of 
the construction of the first Mash
riqu '1-Adhkar of Persia, has reached 
approximately four million square 
meters. The area of land dedicated 
to the Shrine of Baha 'u'llah, in the 
vicinity of the confines of the Holy 
Land, exceeds two million three hun
dred thousand square meters. Th 
area of land dedicated to the Shrine 
of the Bab and registered in the 
name of the Israel Branch of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States of 
America, is more than one hundred 
thousand square meters. Over one 
hundred and fifty thousand square 
meters of land have been dedicated 
to the Faith in the Antipodes, eighty 
thousand square meters in the Ter
ritory of Ala ka, whilst the lands 
C'Ontributed in Latin America for a 
similar purpose approximate one
half of a million square meters, nine
ty thousand of which have been set 
aside near Santiago Chile for the 
first Mashriqu'l-Ad_llkar of South 
America. The estimated value of the 
National Baha'i administrative head
quarters establi hed in Tihran, in 
Wilmette, Illinois, in Ba hdad, in 
Cairo, in New Delhi, in Sydney, in 
Frankfurt and in Toronto, exceed 
one and three-quarters of a million 
dollars. The Baha'i Spiritual Assem-



blies now incorporated number on 
hundred and fourteen, of which nine 
are national and the rest local As-

mblies, fifty-six of which are in 
the United States of America, six
teen in India, eleven in South Ameri
ca, six in Central America thre 

ach in Pakistan, in Burma and in 
Canada two in Australia and one 

ach in Germany, in Baluchistan, in 
,. ew Zealand, in the Philippine Is
lands and in Malaya. The Baha'i 
Marriage Certificate ha been r cog
nized by the Israel Civil Authorities 
a well as by twenty-one F deral dis
tricts and states of the Unit d States 
of America. The Baha'i Holy Day 
have been recognized by the Minis
try of Education of the State of Is
ra 1, in the British Isle , by the tat 
of Victoria in Australia, in Anchor
age Alaska, in Washington, D.C. 
~nd in seven states of the American 
Union. National Baha'i Conferenc s 
have been held in recent years in 
B rn, Zurich, Basel, Rome; ation
al Baha'i Women's Conventions and 
Youth Conferences have convened in 
'fihran, whilst Regional Teaching 
Conferences have been organized in 
Buenos Aires , in Panama City, in 
Scandinavia, in the Iberian Peninsu
la, and in the Benelux countries. 
European International Teaching 
Conferences hav be n conv n ed 
successively in Geneva, in Brus e ls, 
in Cop nhagen. in Scheveningen and 
m Luxembourg City, paving th w ay 
for the convocation of four succes-
ive Intercontinental Teaching Con

f rences, th first of which has re
cently been held in Kampala, in the 
h art of the African continent, th 
rest to be successively convened in 
~Nilmette, Illinois, in Stockholm and 
in New Delhi - Confer nces which, 
God willing will b th forerunner 
of the World Baha'i Congres , to b 
convened in the City of Baghdad, on 
the occasion of th cent nary of th 
formal assumption by Baha u Bah of 
His prophetic Offic . Recognition has 
b en extend d to the Faith by the 
United Nations a an international 
non-governmental organization n
c.tbling the Baha i Int rnational Com
munity to appoint acer dited repr -
entatives, who have already attend

ed, in their capacity as observer , 
th Conference on Human Rights 
held in Geneva and the United Na
tions General A sembly held in Par
i and participated in United ation • 
regional non-governmental confer-

nces, held in localitie a far apart 

as N w York, Santiago, Manila. I -
tanbul, Den Passar, Paris, Mana
gua, Gen va and Montevid o. 

So glorious a r cord of accomplish
m nts in the service of the Faith 
of Baha u'llah, whether local, na
tional or international, in both th 
teaching and administrativ spheres 
of Baha'i activity, can b regarded 
in no other light than a a pr lud 
to a period of prodigious xpansion 
and consolidation to b inaugurated 
by the launching of a global spiritual 
crusade, on the thr shold of which 
th Baha'i world now stands. This 
crusade extending through ten y ars 
will involve the simultan ous prose
cution of twelv National Plans, will 
nee ssitat th activ and sus tain d 
participation of each of the twelv 
xisting ational Spiritual Assem-

blies representing no 1 ss than thir
ty- ix nations and will d mand th 
utmost xertion, cons er ation and 
h roism. It aim · at the broad ning 
and the r inforcem nt of th founda
tions of the Faith in each of th 
tw lve area s that ar to serve a 
op r a t ional bas s for the pros cution 
uf th e twelv Nat10nal Plan ; th 
opening of one hundr d and thirty
on territorie to th Faith, the 
con ol ida tion of on , hundred and 
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eighte n t rritorie : th translation 
c!nd printing of literatur in ninety
on languages : the con truction of 
two Mashriqu '1-Adhkars; the acquisi
tion of it s for th futur construe• 
tion f 1 ven T mpl s; th forma
tion of forty- ight ational Spiritual 

mbli s ; th founding of forty-
v n ational I:Ia'.?iratu'l- uds; the 

incorporation of fifty a ti nal Spir
itual A s mbli s; th framing of 
Baha'i national con titution and the 
~ tablishm nt of Baha'i national en
dowm nts by ach of th s ational 
As mbli s; th adoption of pr lim
inary m asur s for th con truction 
of Baha'u'llah's pulchr ; th r c
tion of th first D p nd ncy of the 
first Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of th t-

rn world; th d v lopm nt 
in titution of th Hands of th a use; 
th tran formation o{ th Int rna
tional Baha'i Council into an int r
national Baha'i court: th codifica
tion of th Laws and Ordinanc • of 
th Kitab-i-Aqda : th s tablishment 
of ix ational Baha' i ourt in th 
chi f citi s of the Isla mi Ea t ; th 
xt ns ion f int rnational Baha'i n

dowm nt in th Plain of ·Akka and 
on th slop s of Mt. Carm l; th 
con truction of th Int rnational 
B ha i Archiv in th n ighborhood 

T mpl Auditorium during Dedication. 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 



20 

Temple Auditorium during Dedication. 

of the Bab's Sepu:chre; the construc
tion of the Tomb of the Bab's wife 
in Shiraz; the identification of the 
resting-places of Baha'u'llah's fa
ther of the Bab's mother and of His 
cousin and their re burial in the 
neighborhood of the Most Great 
House; the acquisition of the Garden 
of Rigvan in Baggdad, and of the 
sites of the Siyah-Cbal in '.fihran, of 
the Bab's martyrdom in Tabriz and 
of His incarceration in Cbihriq; the 
establishment of six Baha'i National 
Publishing Trusts· the formation of 
seven Israel Branches of Baha'i Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies; the par
ticipation of women in the member-
hip of Baha'i local and national 

Spiritual Assemblies in Persia; the 
establishment of a Baha i National 
Printing-Pre s in 'fihran; the rein
forcement of the ties binding the 
Baha'i World Community with the 
United ations • the opening to the 
Faith circumstances permitting, of 
eleven Republics comprised in the 
Soviet Union, as well as two Soviet
controlled European states - all, 
plea e God. culminating in the con
vocation of a World Baha'i Congre s, 
in th vicinity of the Garden of 
Ri<;ivan, in the third holiest city of 

the Baha'i orld, on the occasion of 
the world-wide celebration com
memorating the centenary of the 
formal assumption by Baha'u'llah of 
His prophetic Office. 

Let there be no mistake. The 
avowed, the primary aim of this 
Spiritual Crusade is none other than 
the conquest of the citadels of men's 
hearts. The theatre of its operations 
is the entire planet. Its duration a 
whole decade. Its commencement 
synchronizes with the Centenary of 
the birth of Baha'u'llah's Mission. Its 
culmination will coincide with the 
Centenary of the Declaration of that 
same Mission. The agencies assisting 
in its conduct are the nascent ad
ministrative institutions of a steadily 
evolving divinely appointed Order. 
Its driving force is the energizing 
influence generated by the Revela
tion heralded by the Bab and pro
claimed by Baha u'llah. Its Marshal 
is none other than the Author of the 
Divine Plan. Its standard-bearers 
are the Hands of the Cause of God 
appointed in every continent of the 
globe. Its generals are the twelve 
4 ational Spiritual Assemblies partic
ipating in the execution of its design. 
Its vanguard is the chief executors 

of Abdu'l-Baha's Master Plan, their 
allies and associates. Its legions are 
the rank and file of believers stand
ing behind these same twelve Na
tional Assemblies and sharing in the 
global task embracing the American, 
the European, the African, the 
Asiatic and Australian fronts. The 
charter directing its course is the 
immortal Tablets that have flowed 
from the Pen of the Center of the 
covenant Himself. The armor with 
which its onrushing hosts have been 
invested is the glad tidings of God's 
own Message in this Day the prin
ciples underlying the Order pro
claimed by His Messenger, and the 
laws and ordinances governing His 
Di pensation. The battlecry animat-

1\-lr. Sama.ndari chanting in Service of 
Dedication. 

ing its heroes and heroines is the cry 
of Ya Baha'u'l-Abha, Ya 'Aliyyu'l
A'la. 

So vast, so momentous and chal
lenging a crusade that will God will
ing, illuminate the annals of the 
second epoch of the Formative Age 
of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, and im
mortalize the second decade of the 
second Baba i century, and the ter
mination of which will mark the 
closing of the first Epoch in the 
evolution of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine 
Plan, will, in itself, pave the way 
for, and constitute the prelude to, 
the initiation of the laborious and 
tremendously long process of estab
lishing in the course of subsequent 
crusades in all the newly opened 
sovereign states, dependencies and 
islands of the planet as well as in 
all the remaining territories of the 
globe, the framework of the Admin
istrative Order of the Faith, with all 
its attendant agencies, and of even
tually erecting in th se territories 
~ till more pillars to share in su -



taining the weight, and in broaden
ing th foundation, of the Universal 
House of Justice. 

Then , and only then, will the vast, 
the maje tic proce , t in motion 
at th dawn of the Adamic cycle, 
attain it consummation-a proce s 
which commenced six thou and 
years ago, with the planting, in th 
soil of the Divine Will, of the Tr 
of Divine Revelation, and which ha · 
already pa sed through certain 
stages and must ne ds pa s through 
still others ere it attains its final 
consummation. The fir t part of this 
proces wa the slow and steady 
growth of thi Tree of Divin Revel
ation, ucce sively putting forth it 
branche , shoots and off hoot , and 
r vealing it leave , bud and blo -
som a a direct consequence of the 

Mr. Kb.idem chanting in ervi e of 
Dedication. 

light and warmth, imparted to it by 
a seri~s of progre ive Di pen ation: 
associated with Mo es, Zoroa ·t r, 
Buddha , Jesus, Mu}:lammad and 
other Prophets, and of th vernal 
showers of blood hed by countl s 
martyr in their path. The cond 
part of thi proce wa the fruition 
of this Tree, ··that belongeth n ith r 
to th Ea t nor to the West' , wh n 
the Bab app ared a th P rfect 
Fruit and declar d Hi Mi ion in 
the Year Sixty m the City of Shiraz. 
The third part wa the grinding of 
this sacred Seed, of infinite preciou -
ness and potency, in th mill of ad
versity causing it to yield it oil, ix 
years later in th City of Tabriz. 
The fourth part was th ignition of 
this oil by the Hand of Providenc 
in the depth and amidst the dark
nes of the Siyah-Cbal of Tihran a 
hundr d years ago. Th fifth wa • 
the clothing of that flickering Light, 
which had scare ly penetrated the 
adjoining territory of 'Iraq in th 
lamp of R elation, after an eclips 

Ja ting no l than t n y ars, in 
the City of Baghdad. The sixth wa 
th pr ad of the radianc of that 
Light, shining with add d brillian y 
in its crystal glob in Adrianopl . 
and later on in th fortr -town of 
'Akka, to thirte n countri in th 

siatic and African contin nt . Th 
v nth wa it proj ction, from th 

Mo t Great Pri on, in th cours of 
th mini try of th C nt r of th 
Cov nant acros th s a and th 
shedding of it illumination upon 
tw nty sov reign tat • and d p nd
enci s in the Ameri an, th Euro
P an and Australian ontin nt . Th 
ighth part of that proc s was th 

diffu ion of that am Light in th 
<.:our e of the fir t and th op ning 
y ar • of the po h of th 
Formativ Ag Faith ov r 
ninety-four ov r ign . tat , dep nd

and island of th planet, a 
ult of th pro cution of a 
of national Plan · , initiat d b 
n ational Spiritual As · mbli 

throughout th Baha'i world, utiliz
m g th ' agcnci • of an wly m rg d, 
d ivinely appointed Admini trativ 
Ord r. and which ha: now culmin
a t d in the On Hu drcdth nniv r-
ar o th birth of Baha'u'l1ah·, 

~ i ·ion . Th ninth part of hi. proc-
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s ·- th :tag w ar now nt ring
i ~ th furth r diffu ion of that sam 
Light ov r on hundr d and thirt -
on additional territori and i land: 
in both th East rn and W st rn 
H misph r ·, through th op 'ration 
of a d ad -I ng world spiritua l cru-
ad who · t rmination will, God 

willing coin id with th Mo t Gr at 
Jubil comm m rating th c nt n
ar of th D clarati n f Bah a 'u'llah 
in Baghdad. And finally th tenth 
part f thi • might pro ss mu t b 
th p n tration of that Light, in th 

f numerous ru ·ad s and of 
iv po h. of both th Form

and Gold n Ag s of th Faith, 
into all th r maining t rrit ri . of 
the glob through the r ti n of th 
ntir machinery of Baha 'u'llah's Ad

mini trativ Order in all t rritori s, 
both Ea ·t and W t, th stag, at 
whi h th Light of God's triumphant 
Faith hining in all its p w •r and 
glory will hav uffu d and nv l-
op d th ntire planet. 

Thi· pr s •nt rusad on th 
thr hold of whi h w now stand, 
wil r, by v · th d -
nam1c it will and its 
wid sion ntir 

th gl contribut 
I ration of 

A appella Choir, Northwe tern Univer ity, at Dedication. 
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yet another process of tremendous 
significance which will carry the 
steadily evolving Faith of Baha'u'llah 
through its present stages of obscur
ity, of repression, of emancipation 
and of recognition-stages one or an
other of which Baha'i national com
munities in various parts of the 
world now find themselves in, to the 
·tage of establishment, the stage at 
which the Faith of Baha'u'llah will 
be recognized by the civil authori
ties as the State Religion , similar to 
that which Christianity entered in 
the years following the death of the 
Emperor Constantine, a stage which 
must later be followed by the emer
gence of the Baha 'i state itself, func
tioning, in all religious and civil mat
ters, in strict accordance with the 
Laws and Ordinances of the Kitab-i
Aqdas, the Most Holy, the Mother
Book of the Baha 'i Revelation a 
stage which , in the fulness of time , 
will culminate in the establishment 
of the World Baha i Commonwealth , 

functioning in the plenitude of its 
powers, and which will signalize the 
long-awaited advent of the Christ
promised Kingdom of God on earth 
- the Kingdom of Baha 'u'llah-mir
roring however faintly upon this 
humble handful of dust the glories 
of the Abha Kingdom. 

This final and crowning stage in 
the evolution of the Plan wrought by 
God Himself for humanity will, in 
turn , prove to be the signal for the 
birth of a world civilization, incom
parable in its range, its character 
and potency, in the history of man
kind,-a civilization which posterity 
will, with one voice, acclaim as the 
fairest fruit of the Golden Age of 
the Dispensation of Baha 'u'llah, and 
whose rich harvest will be garnered 
during future Dispensations destined 
to succeed one another in the course 
of the five thousand century Baha ' i 
Cycle. 

- SHOGHI 

May 4, 1953 

On the Character and Purpose of the World Crusade 

Address by R 1.i1),iyy ih Khcinum 

Friends , it is always very, very 
difficult on these wonderful occasions 
to do anything except to be in a 
state of ecstasy all the time e s
pecially when you get such wonder
ful messages from the Guardian, and 
to speak after receiving such a mes
sage from him seems almost foolish 
and presumptuous. On the other 
hand, we have come all this dis
tance, all of us here to consult on 
this message , to confer with each 
other and try to think of ways and 
means for carrying out what the 
Guardian has asked us to do, and 
which I am sure we can do. 

I would like to say just one or two 
things . To someone very close to me, 
the other night I said , ' How about 
pioneering? ' They said, " Well of 
course, we are busy with other 
things , etc. But, of course , if Shoghi 
Effendi asked me to pioneer, I'd get 
right up and go out .• , I don' t think 
Shoghi Effendi is going to ask any
body to pioneer- not by name. He is 
asking everybody. It isn t any more 
a case of ' Let Joe do it ', and it 
isn t a case of " Who- Me? ' . It 
means each one of us. This Plan of 
God, I feel is addressed to every 
single Baha'i individually. 

I think we all have the same sense 
of haste nowadays . Shoghi Effendi 
has no more time. H e look around 
his room sometimes almost frant ic
a lly. H e says , " How am I going to 
do it ? I have no more time . I 
can ' t do all this work. ' I think all 
of us serving the cause h.3ve ex
actly the same feeling-haste haste , 
haste! What is this haste for? Per
haps because , as the Guardian has 
pointed out to us, there are two plans 
at work in the world today. There is 
our plan , which was given to us by 
Abdu'l-Baha, and which the Guard
ian is now carrying out according to 
the Master's instructions and guid
ance , and then there is God's ' plan, 
which is obscure to us. We are not 
in the councils of Almighty God. We 
don ' t know what the political, eco
nomic, social situation is going to 
lead to tomorrow or ten years from 
now. We don t know how soon we 
may be overtaken by a terrible war, 
or what may happen. Shoghi Effendi 
doesn ' t say how or when. He says he 
thinks it is inevitable , ·t is corning , 
but that we must get busy with our 
plan, the Divine Plan. 

Whatever the outcome, it can only 
lead to one thing, the purification, 

unification of mankind. However 
much people have to suffer, how
ever much agony lies ahead for the 
human race , the ending is going to 
be only one thing-the spirit of God 
covering the earth as the water cov
ers the sea. It is going to bring 
Divine healing to all mankind. What
ever happens to the human race, it is 
in God's hands-it is none of our 
business. But our own plan is our 
business , and Shoghi Effendi has ad
dressed, I feel, every single indivi
dual. I think that this plan of the 
Guardian applies to each one of us. 
and I think it is addressed to each 
one of us. 

I think all of those who have ever 
done any work for the Cause, es
pecially if they have gone out and 
done it alone, have found that 
Baha'u'llah goes with them. The 
more helpless they feel, the more 
close they feel to God. In all my 
life, I never felt God as close as 
when I was entirely alone travelling 
for the Faith in Germany. It was a 
marvelous experience. I felt I was 
never alone, and yet I was alway 
a lone. I think every pioneer has had 
that wonderful feeling. 

Now, what are we going to do 
s.bout it? The Guardian says , "Dis
perse.' It is like changing gears. We 
have been in one gear ever since the 
Master passed away, and now we 
are in another gear . He used to tell 
us to converge , to all get together, 
build up big communities, have lots 
of committees and lots of affairs 
going on , and all concentrate on a 
central strong point. To our aston
ishment this winter he has said , 

Fifteen is enough to maintain the 
Assembly. Everybody else dis
perse.' We looked at him in horror , 
and people from the neighborhood 
of Chicago said, ' ·Oh, not Chicago. ' 
He said , " Why not?" "Think of New 
York. with only fifteen Baba is! To 
which he replied , ' ' And what have 
you been doing in New York? Have 
you been succeeding in accompli h
ing something in New York all these 
years? Disperse! " 

Shoghi Effendi takes upheavals 
very calmly. They don t faze him in 
the least. I'd like to tell you what 
happened to . . . in Haifa. She s aid , 
" My husband and I feel that the 
cnly thing we want to do now is to 
erve Baha 'u llah wherever Shoghi 

Effendi wishes. Do you think we 
hould ask him? " I said, "Of course. 

It is now or never. You are here; 



why don't you ask him?" So she had 
the permission and understanding of 
her husband and family, and she 
asked Shoghi Effendi. She said, 
" Shoghi Effendi, I want to do what
ever you want me to do. So does my 
husband. What do you sugge t?" He 
said, "Africa.·• She said, " Any par
ticular place in Africa?" 'South 
Africa. ' Any particular place in 
South Africa?· Johannesburg." -
Well, I thought that in another min
ute he'd tell her the street number
it just came like that! He said, 'You 
are going to build a Mashriqu'l-Adh
kar in Johannesburg: you are going 
to establi h these institutions there, 
etc." The other day, with beaming 
face, he informed us he almost had 
.an Assembly there. 

Of course, all these people in the 
United State and other countri s ar 
none of them in South Africa yet, but 
that i the way Shoghi Effendi s 
mind works. So you can see that it 
is no use aying, ·'Who?-Me?" B -
cau e ·me· i you, and I really mean 
that. I think it means everybody. 

In Rupert Brookes' poem, which 
h wrote during the First World War, 
so poignant of his love for England, 
h aid. • ·Wherever my dust lies will 
be a place that i a part of Eng1and". 
I think v. herever Baha'i dust lies 
will be a little place for Baha'u'llah, 
and I think some of the old ban s 
should go out and be buried at some 
of tho e place ! (laughter) I am 
quite serious. I think there ar a 
lot of Baha ·1s that are too old and 
decrepit really to do anything but 
die. Let them go out and die 
u efully. Ther is no reason why 
they houldn ' t. 

I wa sitting here this morning 
thinking, many of us that are Baha'i 
don't know thi man existed. H 
(Herr Benke) i the first European 
martyr and he is buried some
where in the Balkans. He just took 
up hi bone and laid them down 
in foreign oil with such love and 
uch devotion that he merited th 

crown of martyrdom. He is th 
fir t European martyr, and I would 
ay to the older Baha i -and I don t 

care how old they are-if they hav 
a pittance. any way of sustaining 
th m elv financially, because th 
fund can't be expect d to end p o
ple out and pay their funeral - th y 
have to in e t their monies mor 
wisely than that, to end people out 
that can tay on their feet and 
teach and work, etc.-but any of th 
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old Baha'i who ay, ' I am too old, 
there i nothing more I can do x
cept pray for you ' I think th y can 

go out and die, and that would be a 
great encouragement to the young r 
Baha'i that follow. 
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Presentation of Rury.iyyih Khanum. Representative of 

the Guardian. 
Message of the Guardian. Ru}:liyyih K~anum 
Unveiling of the Sacred Relic s nt by the Guardian. 

(Auditorium of the House of Worship, Wilmette) 

Devotions. 
Messages of Greeting. 
Character and Purpos of the World Crusade. 

Discussion of the Goals to be Won. 
A Word from Africa. 
Looking O er the Territories. 

Ru}:liyyih Khanum 

Musa Banani 

Discus ion of the Art of Opening New Territories. 
Agrie Memorial Choir. (Recordings) 
An Evening with the Guardian's Representative. 

Followed by a Reception. 

Devotions. 
Youth in the World Crusade. (Discussion) 
The Art of Opening New Areas - Continued. 
Building the International Record. (The Baha'i World) 
Reaching the Eskimos and Indians. (Discussion) 
Language and Literature. (Discussion) 
The World Cent r 'Ali-Akbar Furutan 
Unveiling the Model of th Mas_b.riqu'l-Adhkar for Mt. 

Carmel. Charles Mason Remey 

Devotions. 
The Year Nine. 
Sacred Readings. Amelia Collins 

Siegfried Schopflocher 
George Townshend 

Significance of the Y ar Nine. Shu'a'u'llah 'Ala'i 
Heroes of the Lord of Hosts. Valiyu'llah Varga 
Reminiscences of Baha'u'llah. '.fara~u'llah Samandari 
The Standard of Sacrifice-A Story of '.fihran . 

Dhikru'llah Khad m 
The Call to Pioneering . 
First Steps to Action. (Discussion) 
How to Arouse Our Communities. (Discussion) 
Mount Your Steeds! Ru}:liyyih Khanum 
Closing of Conference by Chairman. 
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All A1nerica Conference 
Message to Guardian 

Presence representative Amatu '1-
Baha Rul)iyyih Khanum, Hands of 
Cause, your glorious messages, gift 
sacred Remembrance dedication 
Temple, released spiritual powers 
inspiring magnificent response. 128 
believers all ages have already of
fered pioneer services World Cru
sade including offer pioneer leper 
colony. 2214 believers 33 countries 48 
states 8 provinces present. Implor
ing prayers confirmation settlement 
virgin territories. Deepest devotion 
and gratitude. 

-ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 

May 3, 1953. 

The Guardian's Reply 

Overjoyed profoundly thankful 
confident splendid response signaliz
ing inauguration World Crusad 
powerfully attract Baha'u llah's 
blessings greatly inspire His follow
ers eastern Hemisphere. Assure first 
hundred twenty-eight crusaders par
ticularly valiant pioneer leper colonv 
embarking glorious strenuous ente;
prise fervent loving prayers accom
panying them always. 

-S1-IOGHI 

Haifa , May 7 

Appeal Participate Historic 
Enterprise 

nalized spontaneou contribution~ 
(from) delegates assembled Flor
ence (to) purchase land (for) first 
Italian Mashriqu'l-Adhkar within 

tronghold le ad in g community 
Christendom Appeal National As
semblies Baha'i world (to) partici
pate (in) historic enterpri e syn
chronizing (with) emergence (of) 
sister Assemb:y (on) European con
tinent. Urged in message addressed 
(to) Hand (of the) Cause, Ugo Gia
chery, (the) selection (of the) site. 
Transmitting one thousand pounds 
(as) my contribution (for this) mer
itorious purpose (to the) Treasurer, 
Anne Lynch, (in) Geneva. 

- SHOGHI 

Launching of World Crusade sig- Haifa, May 4, 1953 

\ 
I 
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All-America Intercontinental onfere:1ce, Medinah Temple. 
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A Message f ron1 the Guardian to the Conf ere nee 

To the Hand of the Cause, the 
members of th ational Spiritual 
Assemblies, th pioneers, the r si
dent believer and visitor attending 
th All-America Intercontinental 

T aching Conferenc in Chicago Il
linois, .S.A. 
W 11-beloved Fri nds: 

With a heart overflowing with joy 
and thankfulncs I acclaim, at thi 

hour marking the climax of the 
world-wide f s tivities of this Holy 
Y ar, the convocation, in th h art 
of th orth Am rican contin nt 
and und r th hadow of the newly 
onsecrated Mother T mpl of th 

West of the econd and, without 
doubt, the mo t dis tinguish d of th 
four Intercontin ntal T aching Con• 
f r nc s comm morating the C nte
nary of the inc ption of th Mi ion 
of Baha 'u llah. On th occa ion of th 
op ning of thi poch-making Con-
f r nc , at which memb r of th 
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United States, the Canadian, the Cen
tral American and South American 
National Spiritual Assemblies, as 
well as representatives of the Baha'i 
Communities in the States of the 
American Union, in the Provinces of 
the Dominion of Canada, in Alaska, 
and in the Republics of Latin Ameri
ca, are assembled, I recall the 
unique, the historic, the highly sig
nificant and profoundly moving sum
mons issued by the Author of the 
Baha'i Faith Himself, and enshrined 
for all time in the Mother-Book of 
His Revelation and Repository of His 
Laws, and addressed collectively to 
the rulers of the entire Western Hem
isphere, conferring upon them an 
honor such as has not been conferred 
by Him on the rulers of any other 
continent of the globe. With a throb
bing heart I call to mind, at a dis
tance of more than a century, since 
the Herald of the Faith bade in His 
Qayyumu 'I-Asma the "peoples of the 
West" to 'issue forth" from their 
'citie " to aid His Cause, the long 

serie of events which have illumi
nated the annals of Baha'i history in 
the course of six memorable decades 
stretching from the time when the 
name of Baha'u'llah was first pub
licly mentioned on the American con
tinent to the present hour when the 
first Ma~riqu'l-A<l_}].kar of the West 
has finally been dedicated to public 
worship on the occasion of the cele
brations signalizing the termination 
of the first century since the birth of 
Hi Mission. I can but, at this junc
ture touch upon certain outstanding 
epi ~des which, viewed in their prop
er perspective, may well be regard
ed as landmarks in the rise and de
velopment of the Faith of Baha'u'llah 
throughout the Americas. I am par
ticularly reminded of the holding of 
the World Parliament of Religions of 
Chicago in September 1893; of the 
arrival of the first American Baha'i 
pilgrims in the Holy Land in Decem
ber 1898: of the inception of the Tem
ple enterprise in June 1903; of the 
opening of the first American Baha'i 
Convention in March 1909; of 
·Abdu 1-Baha's arrival in America in 
April 1912; of the laying by Him of 
the corner- tone of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar in May 1912: of th unveiling 
uf the Tablets of the Divine Plan in 
April 1919; of the birth and ri e of 
th Baha'i Administrative Order on 
th morrow of 'Abdu'l-Baha's ascen-

ion; of the official inauguration of 

'Abdu'l-Baha's Plan through the 
launching of the first Seven-Year 
Teaching enterprise in April 1937; of 
the completion of the exterior orna
mentation of the Masbriqu'l-Adhkar, 
on the eve of the Centenary Cel bra
tions of the Founding of the Faith, 
in May 1944: of the inception of th 
second Seven-Year Plan in April 
1946; of the formation of an ind -
pend nt National Spiritual A embly 
in the Dominion of Canada in April 
1948 • of the establishment of the Na-

' tional Spiritual Assemblies of Cen-
tral and South America in April 
1951; and of the completion of the 
interior ornamentation of th Tem
ple in October 1952. 

So remarkable a development in 
the course of the past ix decades, 
spanning the concluding phase of th 
Heroic, and the opening decade 
of the Formative, Age of the Faith, 
and encompassing the length and 
breadth of a continent, so greatly 
blessed, so richly endowed, has re
sulted in the extension of the ram
ifications of a nascent Administra
tive Ord r to every State of the 
American Union, to every Province 
of the Dominion of Canada, and to 
every Republic of Central and South 
America; in the construction, the or
namentation, and th dedication to 
public worship of the first Masb
riqu '1-Adhkar of the We tern World: 
in the erection of no less than four 
pillar destined with others to us
tain the weight of th final and 
crowning unit of th Admini trative 
Structur of th Faith: in th es-

tablishment of over ninety centers 
in the Dominion of Canada, of over 
an hundred centers in Latin Ameri
ca and of over twelve hundred cen-

' ters in the Great Republic of the 
West, covering a range that stretch
es from the Arctic Circle in the 
North to the extremity of Chile in 
the South; in the founding of local 
and national endowments estimated 
at over three million dollars; in the 
incorporation of no less than four 
national and of more than fifty lo-

' cal, Baha'i Spiritual Assemblies; in 
the recognition by eighteen States of 
the American Union of the Baha'i 
Marriage Certificate; in the esta b
lishment of two national administra
tive headquarters one in the Domin
ion of Canada and the other in the 
heart of the orth American conti
nent; in the framing of national 
Baba i constitutions; in the inaugu
ration of summer chools; and in a 
notable progress in the translation, 
the printing and the dissemination of 
Baha'i literature. 

The hour has now struck for the 
ational Baha'i Communitites dwell

ing within the confines of the West
ern Hemisphere - the first region in 
the Western World to be warmed 
and illuminated by the rays of God' 
infant Faith hining from its World 
Center in the Holy Land - to arise 
and, in thank giving for the mani
fold bles ings continually showered 
upon them from on high during the 
past six decade and for the inesti-
mable bounti of God's unfailing 
protection and ustaining grace 



at right: 

Mr. C. 
Temple 

at I ft: 

Ma on Rem y, Arc hit ct of 
je igned for on truction on 

Mount armcl. 

l\fodel of Temple unveil d by Mr. Remey. 
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vouch ·af d His Caus 'V 'r since its 
inception mor than a c ntury ago. 
and in anticipation of the Mo t Gr at 
Jubil which will comm morate the 
hundr dth anniv r ary of Baha
'u'llah' formal as umption of Hi. 
Prophetic Offic . launch. d t rmin d-
1v and unitedly. th third and la. t 
;tage of an nt rprise inaugurated 
ixt en y ars ago, th t rmination of 

which will mark th clo. ing of th in
itial poch in th volution of ·Abdu'l
Baha • Divin Plan. landing on th 
threshold of a t n-y ar Jong, world-

mbracing spiritual cru ·ad th se 
Communitie are now call d upon. 
by virtu of th weighty pronounce
ment r cord d in th Most Holy 
Book and in dir ct consequ nc of 
th r~velation of th' Tabl ts of th 
Divin Plan, to play a pr ponderat
ing rol in the syst matic propaga
tion of the Faith, in th ourse of th 
coming decad , which will, God wi11-
ing, culminat in th spiritual con-
qu st of th ntir plan t. 

It is incumb nt upon th m mb r 
of th Am rican Baha'i Community, 
th chi f ex cutors of 'Abdu 1-Baha's 
Di in Plan, th m mb r of the Ca
nadian Baha'i Community acting as 
th ir alli s. and th m mb r of th, 
Latin American Baha'i ommuniti • 
in their capacity as a ·ociat s in th 

x cution of this Plan, to brae 
th rn lv and initiat in addition 
to th re pon ibiliti s th y hav as
um d, and will a um . in other 
ontinents of th globe, an intercon

tin ntal campaign d sign d to carry 
a stag furth r th glorious work al-
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r ady inaugurat ,d throughout the 
W st 'rn H misphcr 

Th, task, at one • arduous. thrill
ing and chall 'nging. which now con
fronts th 'S four Baha'i omrnunitic. 
involv 'S: First . the formation, und r 
th a gis of th at1 nal piritual 
Ass mbly of the Baha'i f th 

nit d Stat .. and in coll bor tion 
with th, two existing a ional As
: •mbli, • in Latin Am •rica. f one 

a 1 n l piritual s: •mbl~ m ach 
of the twenty Latin Am •rican R pub
lics as w 11 as the stablishment of 
a ational Spiritual Ass 'mbly in 
Alaska under th a gis of th a
tional piritual Ass •mbly of the 
Baha'i of th United Stat of Amer-
ica. cond, th stabli ·hm nt of th 
first D p ndency of th ' ashriqu 1-
Adhkar in Wilm tt '. Third, th pur
chas , of land for th futur on truc
t10n of two Mashriqu·l-Adhkar . on 
m Toronto, Ontari : on in Panama 

ity. Panama, situat d r sp ctiv ly 
m orth and in C ntral America. 
Fourth, th op ning of th following 
tw •nty-sevcn virgin t •rritori s and 
islands: Anticosti Island. Baranof I -
land, ape Br ton Island, Franklin. 
Grand Manan Island, K watin, Lab
rador. agdal n I lands, Miquelon 
!:land and t. Pi rr Island Queen 

harlott Island· and Yukon, as
:ign d to the ational piritual A -
.- mbl of the Baha'is of anada; 
Al utian I lands, Falkland Island s, 
K y W st and Kodiak I land as
sign d to th ational piritual As-

mbl of the Baha'i of th nit d 
tat of Am rica: Bahama Island . 
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British Honduras, Dutch W t Indi '· 
and Margarita Is land, assign d to 
th, ational Spiritual Ass mbly of 
th Baha'i: of 0ntral Am rica: 
British Guiana. hilo • Island, Dutch 

uiana, Fr n h Guiana. alapago~ 
Islands, Ju n F rnand 'Z Island. L -
ward Islands, and Windward I:land •. 
assign •d to th, ational pintual A -
: 'mbly of th Baha 'is of uth 
Am ri ·a. Fifth. th translation and 
publi ·ati n of Baha'i lit ratur in 
th fol lowing ten languag s. to bP 
und 'rtak n by th ational piritual 
Ass mbl of th Baha'is of th 

nit 'd tat .- of Am •ri a: Aguaruna. 
Arawak. Blackfoot, h •rok , Iro
quois. L 'ngua. ataco, Maya, M xi-

an and Yahgan. ixth, th on:ol1-
dat1on of Gr nland. a k nzi • and 
N •wfoundland, aLlo at d to th' a-
tional piritual As. mbly f th 
Bah a 'is of anada: of Alaska, th • 
Hawaii Islands and Pu ,rto Ri ·o al
lo ·at d to th ati nal , piritual A -
. •mbly of the Baha'is of th nited 
. tat •s of mcri a: of B 'rmuda. 
'osta Ri ·a. 'uba. Dom1111 ·an Repub-

1 ic:. El Salvudor. Guat •mala. Haiti. 
Honduras. Jamai ·a. Martrnqu . 
M 'XI ·o. 1 ·uragua and Panama al
loc:uted to th, ational pi ritual A:
s ·mbly of th• Baha'is of ',ntral 
Am 'ri ·a: and of Arg 'nlina. Bolivia. 
Brazil, 'hil . Colombia. E uad r. 
P,lraguay, P<'ru, ruguay and 
zu •la, c:.dlocat d to th ational pir
itual As: mbly of th, Baha 'is of 

outh Am ri a. S v nth, th' in or-
pora tion f th ' t w •n ty-on a bov 
m •nlion ,ct ational piritual Ass 'm
bli 'S. Eighth, the cstablishm nt by 
th •s sam • ational piritual As
. mbli s of national Baha'i ndow
m •nt •. inth th ·tablishm nt of 
a a t1onal I:Ia~ira tu 1-Qud in th 
capital cit of ach of th afor -m n
tion •d R public , a:::. w JI as on in 
An horag , Ala ka. T nth, th for
mation of two ational Baha 'i Pub
li:hing Tru ts, n m Wilm tt , 
Illinoi •. and th oth r in Rio d 
Jan iro, Brazil. El v nth, th forma-
ion of an I rael Bran h of th a-

tional Spiritual A mbl of th 
Baha 'is f Canada, authoriz d to 
hold, on b half of it· par nt institu
tion, prop rty dedicat d to th holy 

hrin s at th World nt r of the 
Faith in th Stat of Isra I. Tw •lfth, 
th appointm nt during Ri<;ivan 1954, 
by th Hand· of th au in th 
Unit d Stat . and anada. of an aux
iliar Board of nin m mb r wh 
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will, in conjunction with the four a
tional Spiritual As emblies partici
pating in the American campaign, 
assist, through periodic and system
a tic vi its to Baha'i centers, in the 
efficient and prompt execution of the 
Plans formulated for the prosecution 
of the teaching campaign in the 
American Continent. 

Mindful of the magnificent serv
ices rendered during over half a cen
tury by th chief executors of 
'Abdu'l-Baha Divine Plan within a 
territory that posterity will regard 
as the cradl of the embryonic World 
Order of Bah a u llah and the strong -
hold of it nascent institution , and 
confident that thi va t and historic 
as emblag , over which the national 
elected r pre ntatives of thi privi
leg d Community are presiding, will 
pro e to b th harbinger of still 
greater victories, I have been im
pelled to tran mit, through my pe
cial repr entative who will parti
pat on my b half in th proce ding 
of thi Conf r nc and act as my 
deput at h official dedication of 
the Ma _briqu 1-A<i_l}kar a reproduc
tion of th Portrait of Baha u llah 
Him If, mad in the prime of Hi 
lif , whil t an xil in Baghdad, a 
a tok n of m admiration for thi 
Community' unflagging and h rcu-

Baha'i as embl d 
in Conferen e, 

Medinah Temple. 

Over two thou and 
believer from 

more than thirty 
countrie 

participated in the 
Conference 

e ion . 
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lean labor·, and as a ben diction and 
inspiration for thos who, wh th r 
officially or unofficially, ar partici
pating in th proceeding of a Con
ference that ill go down in hi tory 
as the most momentous gathering 
held since the clos of the Heroic 
Age of the Faith and will be regard-

d a, th mo t potent agency in 

paving th way for the launching of 
one of the most brilliant phases of 
the grande t crusade ever undertak
en by the followers of Baha'u'llah 
since the inception of His Faith more 
than a hundred years ago. 

--SHOGHI 

Sunday May 3, 1953. 
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The Unveiling of the Sacred Ren1en1brance 

1. A b li v r nter, Ru}:liyyih 
Khanum will anoint them with 
Attar of Ro sent by the Guard
ian. 

A. i wing of Portrait of Baha
•u ·nah and Portrait of th Bab 

B. Chanting of Od writt n by 
Baha'u'llah, in original tongu 

C. Chanting of Prayer in orig
inal tongu 

D. R ading of Pray r in Engli h 
by melia E. Collins 



Jubilee Message 
of National A se1nh]y 

to the Guardian 

To r vered Guardian from Bah a· i 
host gath r d Jubilee c lebrations 

ational As mbly humbly attempt · 
pr liminary brief report hi toric 
events fir t fiv days mom ntous 
occasion Cent nary Mis ion Baha
'u' llah. 

Conv ntion del gate vi it in g 
friends infinitely grat ful pr senta
tion your Convention mes ag s by 
'Amatu'l-Baha who e consecration 
radiant devotion have greatly 
trengthened ties binding u God • 
artyr-Prophet, Author Baha ' i Dis

pensation, 'Abdu'l-Baha Mystery of 
God and our peerles \Vorld leader, 
Shoghi Effendi. 

Grateful pre ence participation 
twelve Hand Cause. 

Baha'i dedication T mple Com
memoration Mast rs vi it Templ 
ground conducted pr ence esti
mated 2500 believers recogniz d his
toric event worldwide Baha'i ignifi
cance. 

Public dedication ervice noble 
impres ive as embled about 3600 at
tendant three r peated · ervices and 
1500 e timat d unable enter auditor
ium. 

Publicity uperb. 
Service unveiling sacred Remem

brance and portrait Bab surpasses 
de cription. Baha 'is awed over
whelm d divin bounty gaz upon 
liken es count nanc Baha 'u'llah 
unique honor responsibility pr er
vation o priceless gift in Archive 
Hou e Wor hip. 

Intercontin ntal Confer nee as
embl d beli v r all American 
tat s Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico , 

eight Canadian provinc s, thirty-on 
other lands. 

Your m s ag s Conferenc and 
Baha i world pr s nted with incom
parable grac dignity conviction. 

Thre highl succe ful public 
m eting h ld Jubile program. 

Aft r Jubile A embly will pre-
• nt b lov d Guardian mor ade
quate and docum nted r port. Con
vention el cted A embly identi
cal m mb r hip. Members pledge 
reenkindl d ardor unr mitting effort 
·upport fulfill sacr d aoal World 

rusad. 
fay 4. 1953 
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The Guardian Reply 

Heart overfiowing joy grati tud 
magnific nt Ju bi l , c l bra ion. 
Abiding appr ciation your A m
b:y • out · tanding shar insuring 
marv lou: :ucces • manifold f stivi-
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ti rd ntly praying : till gr at r 
triumphs . D p st lov . 

- HOGfll 

Haifa. ay 5, 1953 

Mount Your teed 

Aclcire~s by R{1.l:,.11111il1 Khanirnz 

B for going on t what I hav 
n ask d to say, "Mount Your 
d ·.'' I would lik to thank our 

ational piritual Assembly. I 
shouldn't say "our." Shoghi Effendi 
pointed out to m a numb r of year 
ago that I wa no 1 ng r a m m b r 
of the m rican Baha'i ommunit '· 
I \ anted to pok' m y nos int af
fairs in the Unit d Sta es; I got all 

xcited about om thing tha was 
going on, and he aid, "You m 
to forget that you don't liv ther 
any more and you have no adminis
trative privil ges in that country," 
so I backed down. 

The Am rican ational Spiritual 
As. mbly, I want to thank for th ir 
courtes and th ir kindn s and 
th ir lov and the wond rful wa 
th y have prepared this Conferenc . 
I think w all owe them a gr at 
d bt of gratitude. 

It i v ry a y in lif to criticize. 
I have often thought that it is th 
easiest of all functions. You can 
criticiz God "because, you sa , 
''why did H make the arth thi 
way? Why don't people love ach 
oth r? Why ar w diff r 
Why do we ha war? ' P ople criO
cize God until H c a to xi t. 
Th r is not anything that you can
not tear to piec s with criticism. 
That is why Baha'ullah warn us o 
sternly against it. W must n v r, 
never criticze because it i a down
ward path and it 1 ads nowh r , and 
it d troys our relation hips with 
each oth r. So I hop that all of th 
fri nd , a th y go forth from thi 
gr at athering ar not going to 

criti iz ational piritual s-
mbly, b au v rything ha: b n 

don ·o b autifully h r : I didn ' t 
mean quit that; I don't wish to 
giv that impr ion. I wi ·h to giv 
th impr s ion, though, and th 
thought that as w, g back t our 
horn away from this gr at con
f r nc ', w must try to put away 
one and for all any of this ling ring 
spirit of criti ism which is preval nt 
aJl ov r th world. It i. n·t confin d 
to th Baha'i · . P opl all er the 
world ar negative; th y ar cold; 
they ar intellectual; th y ar hair
splitting. Th y p nd all th ir tim 
r ading th n w paper , li t ning to 
th radio, r ading book . Som body 
is con tantly analyzing and tearing 
to pi c omebody 1 or som 
oth r thing. Thi is not the spirit of 
the Baha'i Faith and it vitiat s our 

n rgi s. L t us try to go away with 
th marv l us bounties that we hav 
garn r d h r at this Conf renc 
and 1 av b hind us many of thes 
p tty foib1 that hav been in our 
pa t life. All of u are inn rs in thi 

t with no xc ption what o-

I r m mbcr om thing that I was 
told about Abdu'l-Baha. Th r was 
a Christian Arab woman who u d 
to com to him from azar th and 
both r him a great d al about h r 
hu band. Sh constantl had som 
complaint about this poor man. I 
gu he wa a pr tt punk hu -
band but h didn't g t on with him 
and he wa alwa bothering 
'Abdu' l-Baha ab ut thi hu band f 
h r and I und r tand in th nd H 
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got rather tir d and h said, ''Lydia, 
Lydia, can't you put up with this one 
man, and I have to put up with the 
whole world?" So you see we have to 
put up with a great many things in 
order to carry on th work of the 
Cause. Not the lea t of the burd ns 
that we all have to put up with in 
life is our elves. To me, that is the 
heaviest burden that anybody has 
to carry around their own per on
ality. You can get awfully worn out 
with your elf. It is a heavy load 
to carry through life, your own per-
onali ty, your own peculiarities, your 

own de ires, your own like and dis
likes, your own ache and pain . It 
is a heavy load. 

If I may do so, I would like to pass 
on a thought that ha come to me 
about living just thi past year. Ii 
occurred to me that if I was going 
to go on much longer through life 
taking everything on the raw of my 
n rves, I was not going to urvive , 
that I just could not stand it. I am 
rather intense by nature and en
thusiastic and I get excited about 
things and I found that I was getting 
altogether too work d up. Haifa i a 
place wher 1,000 thing happ n 
every five minute . Without the 
slightest warning, anything may hap
pen. You may be having your dinner 
and somebody dies in the next room . 
You may be trying quietly to at
tend to some particular thing and an 
important guest arrives. Anything, 
anything can happen. All kinds of 
· torms sweep over the World Center 
in Haifa in about five minutes. 

Once the Guardian said, ··r don't 
know where these problems come 
from. Why," he said, "they come up 
like mushrooms overnight." And 
that is Haifa. I assure you that if 
you have any problem or worrie in 
life, you are living the most mar
velously peaceful existence compar-

d to the life in Haifa, and , although 
we try to have the pilgrims enjoy 
th ir pilgrimage, many of them oft
en see thi a pect of life, how much 
we are interrupt d, perforce , how 
much w are disrupted, how many 
xtraordinary thing can arise in a 

tw nty-four hour period. 

And so I had a mental image this 
winter. I thought, ' ow, h re i a 
crystal glass. It is very brittle. If 
you drop anything into it, it i im
mediately going to chip or break. 
And that is the way you are when 
you are nervous and intens and all 

worked up over omething, or when 
you are hanging on too tight to what
ver it is you want to do or ar 

doing." 

And then I thought of a rubber 
bag. It doesn't break. You can cast 
almost any ize tone into it and 
the bag will actually surviv . It 
giv s. And I aid to myself, ' From 
now on, you have got to b come a 
rubb r bag. Otherwis you are not 
going to surviv : you are not going 
to be able to take it any long r." 

And o when I find that ome ex
traordinary thing interrupts lif , that 
I am bother d in the rniddl of trying 
to concentrate on sorn thing I am 
doing for the Guardian that any old 
thing can disturb me almo t any 
hour of the day or night, I think, 
" ow ow! Now! Quiet! Pianis
simo! Don't get xcit d. You ar a 
rubber bag; you are not going to go 
to pi ce ov r this; you ar going to 
hold togeth r and take it in strid . 
Anoth r fiv minute i not going to 
make very much differenc and you 
hav to learn to tak thing quietly." 

I only pass that on bee u. I 
think a lot of you ar going to ha 
a pretty nerv - racking time 
ting your goals accompli hed, t
ting out to your pioneer po t , pa -
ing for the whole program, prin ing 
all your literature, tc., durin the 
next t n y ar , and many of you I 
know are already tir d from ince. -
~ant Baha'i service. 

I wish I could t 11 ou that I 
thought you w r going to hav an 
r t in thi world. I don't think yo~ 
arc. I don't think Shoghi Effendi is, 
and I don't think I am. I hav 
5topp d kidding my elf that I am 
going to hav a rest. I am not. 

One other thought that I would like 
to leav with you is this, that th r, 
are no special po itions or preroga
tive in this Faith. It ays, '·Do not 
join partn r with God; b war 1 st 
you join partners with God,'' and I 
know you all have hown m a grca t 
d al of love, far more than I could 

v r hav dr amed of but do not join 
m with Shoghi E.ff ndi. Shoghi 
Eff ndi tand singl and alone. I 
b long here, through hi bount and 
grace, with the other Hand of th 
Cause. I b long with all of you, b -
cau e I am on of you, and I have the 
great bounty of being very clo to 
Shoghi Effendi, but don t ver mak 
th mi tak of putting me in our 
minds be ide him. H is always all 

alone in his exalted station. Every
body who serve Shoghi Effendi, in 
however mall a m asure, i worthy. 
and whoever fails to serve him i. 
failing in their duty and unworthy. 

You know, I don't have to tell you 
how much the Guardian of th Cau 
has passed through in the last ten 
y ar or so. You know that, one by 
one, his family have fallen away 
away from him who on would 
hav thought would be th clos st 
to him and erv him the most. I 
remember a servant in our hous . 
H had serv d th Guardian for 
twenty years. The Per ian friend 
will remember him and it makes m 
happy to say his name h r . HL 
name was Ali Asghar. He cam 
from Persia. His one desir wa to 
liv and die serving the Guardian. 
He tayed there twenty y ar . Hi 
function wa very humbl . H used 
to go down and bring the mail from 
th po t office, and the ca bl s and 
take them back again, and he u d 
to s rved tea down tair in th room 
that was reserved for th P r ian 
gen tl rn n. He wa th rvant of 
the hous of 'Abdu'l-Baha and th 
ser ant of Shoghi Eff ndi. At on 
tim h taught P rsian to th chil
dren living in Haifa, the young Baha i 
children. Ther came a day wh n 
Ali Asghar th humble ervant of 
the hou , u ed to be called by th 
Guardian up tair • into the drawing 
room and have th confidences and 
the wo of the Guardian poured into 
hi ear . That old man who was so 
humbl , who was only a ervant. 
won uch a high place in the love of 
the Guardian; and those whom God 
had de tined to b beside him fail d 
him, 1 ft him ntirely alone, whil t 
Ali Asghar remained, and that wa 
hi reward. 

Th n he fell ill. He wa dying of 
cancer. We couldn't tell him what 
wa the matter with him; the doctor 
aid he shouldn't know, and ther 

came a day when he had to go to 
the hospital and w kn w it would 
b for th last time. H used to al
ways say to m , "I want to die; I 
can't stand it. ' 

I ·aid, "Ali A ghar, don't ay that. 
Shoghi Effendi i all alon . You hav 
to li e for him. ' 

' Oh" he said, "all alone! If I die. 
a thou and people will aris to tak 
my place." 

Look what a wonderful pirit h 
had. And when he died, the day b -
fore, Shoghi ent m to th hospital 



to see him and he aid, .. Tell him 
that I have cabled Per ia that he i 
the Lion of the Jungle of the lov 
of God."' 

So you see, there ar n't really any 
~tation in this Cause except thos 
which we win for our elves. A w 
a rise to serve Shoghi Effendi, wh 
i the Sign of God on earth, a w 
help him, th.at will be our bl ssing, 
that will be our reward, that will b 
our station. evident either in thi 
world or in the next, howev r God 
will that it should be evid nt. W 
cannot force these things, but w 
know that the reward is ure. 

I think that the steeds that w 
have to mount are not romantic one 
tanding at the door waiting to carry 

u • off into fields of glory. I am 
afraid the teeds that we have to 
mount are inside ourselves. We hav 
to learn to ride the horse of our own 
nature . We have to learn to mount 
our capacities, to dominate our ego , 
o goad on our own abilities and our 
·pirit of service. It is not outsid 
that we have to win our victories 
during the next ten years. E enti
ally, it i always inside. All of our 
victori . hav got to com from 
within. 

And there is one more thought that 
I should like to leave with you. In 
Haifa, the people are all human; 
they are not perfect. Whenever 
th y ·tart quabbling or having dif
ference of opinion, I alway ay to 
them, "Look. there is only on p r-
on that i going to uffer from thi: 

and that i Shoghi Effendi. It i • not 
that fellow that you are aiming thi 
at. It is not So and So that you would 
lik to ju t tear the hair out of, ju -
tifiab]y or otherwise. Whatever you 
do, it is going to come back and 
trike at Shoghi Effendi, ' b caus 

the only way to trike at him i 
through hi work. Shoghi Effendi' 
work is God's work, becau e hi 
work is the Cau e of God, and th 
only way that you can ver hurt him 
really, i to in ome way abotage ~r 
affect hi work, delay it, prevent it 
from going on, throw a monkey
wrench into it. These are th way 
to injure Shoghi Effendi. Nothing 
el· r ally affects him except that. 
Hi work i the light of his y and 
a the Baha i hinder thi plan 
through their own egoti m or through 
their failure to ari e through their 
failure to b wise, to be willing. to 
b devoted, whatev r it may be, th 

only p rson-ultimat Jy, they will b 
deprived, but th per on that will b 
hurt, I hate to say, is always going 
to be Shoghi Effendi, b cau h is 
th Cau . H ort of breath s it in 
and out. If it i good for th aus , 
it gi • him a lift, it gi him n w 
life and strength: and if it is bad 
for th Cau or holds ba k th work 
of th Cau , it depr ·s s him, it 
makes him ill, a: our d ar broth r. 
Jenab Khad m, said, •fan into b d, 
ill and xhau t d.' 

H fe ls th s things . How an w 
each in our own way prev nt this 
from happening? Th gr at ·t way 
of all, I beli v . to prot ct hoghi 
Effendi and to h lp him, i • to tak 
this lov that w have in our h arts 
for him and which, in truth, I n ver 
dream d was a great a what I hav 
een h re in your faces, tak this 
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gr at Jov that you hav for th 
Guardian and show it to ach oth r, 
b caus that is th h aling, that will 
h al th br ach s, that will bring 
about th n n ss of mankind, that 
will nabl th work to go forward 
and that will gladd n th h art of 
th Guardian . 

H has aid som thing to m 
many times that has ju t wrung m 
h art. H ha said, "Oh, Abdu'l
Baha kn w m o w 11 wh n h said, 
·Mak him happy.' H kn w that if 
I was happy, I could do o much 
mor for th au e. I wish that I 
ould b happ . Then you would see 

how I would work.' 

You can all mak him happy. 
Ther i n 't on singl Baha'i in thi 
world that do sn't hold in th ir own 
hands a portion of happin ss for Sho
ghi Eff ndi. (Applaus ) 
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The AH-An1erica Tea<-hing Conference 

The s ond and, in the Guardian ·s 
words, "without doubt, th most dis
tinguished of th four lntercontin n
tal Teaching Conferences commem
orating the Centenary of th inc p
tion of th ission of Baha'u'llah" 
wa held in Chicago and Wilmett 
Illinois May 3 through 6, 1953. As 
the Guardian tat d in one of his 
messages to th Conference, this oc
casion mark d th Jaunching of th 
"epochal, global, spiritual d cad -
long crusade." Thi · crusade repre
·ents th "third and la t tage of an 
ent rprise inaugurat d sixte n y ar 
ago, the t rmination of which will 
mark the lo ing of th initial epoch 
in the volution of 'Abdu'l-Baha' Di
vin Plan.' 

The Inter-Am rica Confer nc , 
conven d by th National Spiritual 
Assembly of th Baha'i of th 
United States, m bracing th United 
States, Canada, C ntral and South 

merica, was ndow d by our be
loved Guardian with great and pe
cial bl s ing . Th sacrific of th 
Guardian, alr ady overburden d 
with work, in nding to th Conf r-

nce as hi p rsonal r pre ntativ 

Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum, 
gav to the d liberations of th Con
f renc and to th n xt ten y ar: 
their ba ic clu . 

The Guardian' · lov was x-
µr s • d in th sacr d gift, a r pro
duction of th b autiful portrait of 
Baha u'llah "made in th prim of 
His life" in Baghdad. It had never 
h fore been outsid th hands of 
'Abdu 1-Baha or Shoghi Effendi (th 
Holy Family). It wa brought to th 
Confer nee and unveiled in th 
Hous of Wor hip , Wilm tte, by th 
Guardian's own r pr ntativ ac-
ompani d by Mr ·. Am lia Collins, 

vice president of th Int rnational 
Baha i Council and Hand of th 
Cau e of God. 

Th pr senc at the Conferenc of 
all fiv Hand of th Cau from 
Per ia, ver read with in piring 
tori of h roic deed , brought 

a uniqu bles ing to thi Conf renc 
of th W t. Sacrifice-lov -d ds, 
th mu t n eds b our quipment 
for th coming t n year , already b -
gun. How lovingly and wi • 1 th 
Guardian i • pr paring u ! 
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The Conference was especially 
blessed with two tr m ndou ly preg
nant message from Shoghi Effendi, 
read to the Conference by Rul)iyyih 
Khanum, one at th opening ession 
and the other the following day. 

The unveiling by Charl Mason 
R mey pre ident of the Baha'i In
ternational Council and Hand of the 
Cau of the mod 1 of hi design 
for the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar on Mt. 
Carmel was also an v nt of thi 
Conference b th sp cial request of 
the Guardian. That th Conference 
itself was conv ned during Ridvan 
period, the mid-point of th Holy 
Year, wa again du to the loving 
plans of our Guardian. 

In all, tw Iv Hand of the Cau 
were pre ent at th Conference. Be
side the three m mber of th 
Baha'i Int rnational Council and the 
five Hand of th Cau e from Persia, 
there were Mr. Musa Banani of 
Africa, Mr. Fr d Schopflocher of 
Canada, and Mr . Dorothy Baker 
and Mr. Horace Holl y of th Unit d 
States. 

Th Conf r nc wa h ld in th 
Medinah Temple in Chicago a larg 
building which comfortably accom
modat d th ion and activitie 
attended by 2,331 regi t r d Baba i 
from 33 different countrie of the 
world, including 235 who came from 
countrie other than the Unit d 
State·. A total of ome 2500 Baba is 
had attended the Baha'i Con ecra
tion Service held at the House of 
\Vorship on Ma 1. 

From th mom nt, on Sunday 
morning, May 3, that th Int r
America Conference was opened 
with prayers r ad in English and 
Spanish and chanted in Persian and 
the chairman of the ational Spiri
tual A sembly of the United States, 
Paul Haney, spoke its cordial wel
come to all pres nt, saying "This is 
a unique and historic event," one 
felt caught up in a transcending spir
i ual current which pre aged indeed 
a new phase in the evolution of the 
Faith, the like of which had never 
before been experienced in the 
world. 

The roll call of visitor from th 
various countrie included Baha'is 
from Persia, Turkey, Australia, 
Japan, Denmark British East 
Africa, Sweden Finland France the 
provinces of Canada, a well as the 

orthwest Territori , t n of the 
fourteen countrie and i land of 

Central America open d to the 
Faith, nine of the ten republic of 
South Am rica and forty- even 
States of the United Stat s, plus Ala
ska and Hawaii. Race r pr nted 
includ d the egro, orth American 
Indian, Chine e, Japan s , Mongo
lian and Cauca ian, P r ian and 
Turki h. 

Th high note of th op ning e -
sion came when th lov of the 
Guardian wa brought to th Con
fer nc by Amatu'l-Baha Rul)iyyih 
Kl).anum and he r ad hi opening 
m sag to the Conf r nee. In sim-
ple word he spok fir t of th 
Guardian love for th Baha'i and 
uf how con tantly he thinks of u -
taking tim from hi many o er
burdening dutie to writ hi me -
ag for the Convention hi two 

me ag for th Conf rence, hi 
me ag for the Dedication of the 
Hou e of Worship, and to send to 
u his acred gift. 

s Ru}:iiyyih Khanum read the 
opening word of th Guardian'. 
message, "With a heart overflowing 
with joy and thankfulne " and read 
on through th tw lv ta k "at once 
arduou and ch llengin ' confront
ing th four Baha'i ommuni i s of 
th Americas. h h art o r.' 
Baha'i was turn d to Baha'u'llah in 
gr at humbl n s and d dication and 
ir. utmo t gra itude for the beloved 
Guardian appointed b 'Abdu'l-Baha 
to guid u through the variou 
tag s of carrying out His Divin 

Plan. In th brea thl il nee which 
follow d the r ading of thi tupen
dou m s age, launching us irre
trievably on the ten- ar spiritual 
Cru ad , Ru}:iiyyih Khanum aid: 
''I can add nothing to th glory of 
h mes age of the Guardian.' In

deed, all felt that the only sequence 
worthy to follow thi messag wa 
u.ction. 

The afternoon of that first day of 
the Conf erenc the unveiling of th 
Guardian's sacred gift took plac 
under the dome of th Hou e of Wor-
hip, which had been formally dedi

cated th day before. A one by one 
th friends entered the auditorium 
of the Hou e of Wor hip, Rul)iyyih 
Khanum standing ju t in ide th 
door, bestowed on th hand of each 
a drop of th fragrant attar of ro e 
. nt by the beloved Guardian for 
t i occasion. When the portrait of 
Daha'u llah wa unveiled, it wa e n 
to be an exquisite and trem ndou ly 

affecting painting in clear color , 
omewhat smaller in ize than th 

delicate aquarelle of th Bab. Th 
friends were privileged to pa , one 
by on , b fore both th tr a ured 
gift from our b loved Guardian and 
vi w th liken e of th s Twin 
Manif tation of thi grea Day of 
God. 

At th morning se ion ec-
ond day of the Conf r nee, th 
Guardian· econd me ·ag wa 
r ad b Rul).i yih Khanum. In thi 
me ag the Guardian give a monu-
m ntal urv of th progr of th 
Faith to date, which, how v r, mu. t 
b renarded a a "prelud ·• to the 
period now inaugurat d, involving 
th ' imultan ous pro cution of 
twelve ational Plan '' in a piritual 
Cru ad who aim '· i non oth r 
than th conquest of th citad 1 of 
men's heart . The theat r of it op r-
ation i th ntir plan t. '' Thi 
Cru. ad is de tined to contribut its 
har to the "maje tic proc , t 

in motion at the dawn of th Adamic 
ycle . . . ix thousand y ar ago,' ' 

and to pav th wa for .. ·ub equ nt 
crusad ' throughout th plan t in 
:ucc iv pochs of th Faith. It i 
al o de tin d to contribut to th 
··ac of , t anoth r 

which will carry th 0 

volving Faith of 
Baha'u'llah" through variou tage 
toward it culmination in th stab
li hm nt of the World Baha'i om
monw alth, in turn ''th ignal for 
th birth of a world civilization ... 
th fair t fruit of th Gold n Ag " 
who e harv t "will b garner d 
during future Di pen a tion • . . . in 
th cour of the five hou ·and c n
tur Baha'i C ·cle. ' 

Th b lov d Guardian, in hi lov 
and mercy, a ever hold b fore u 
1h promi of the gloriou ~ futur . 
whil outlining to u th arduou 
ta k of th pr sent. 

Then Rul)iyyih Khanum pok to 
th Conference on "Th Character 
and Purpo e of the World Cru ad . •• 
Sh emphasized that th Guardian's 
call for pioneer to open all th 
new t rritorie of th Cru on 
which w ar embark d ad-
dr ed to every ingl Baha'i. 

he aid: "The Guardian ay , 
•Di pers ! It is like changing gears. 
We hav b en in on gear ver ince 
the Master passed away, and now 
w ar in another gear . . . To our 
a tonishm nt, this wint r h aid, 
'Fift en i nou h to maintain the 



Group of Latin-Am eriean Baha'i . 
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A mbly. Ever body 
p l"e. 

The n ed for ha te which we en 
tr day i , Rul)iyyih Khanum 

aid "'perhap becau , as th 
Guardian ha pointed out to u , there 
ar two plan at work in the world 
oday. There i our plan. which wa.· 

given to u by 'Abdu'l-Baha and 
which the Guardian i now carrying 
out according to th Ma ter s in
. truction and guidanc . and th n 
ther i • God' Plan which is ob-
·cur to u . We are not in the coun

cil of Almighty God ... Whatev r 
th outlook in the world, it can only 
1 ad to one thing th purification, 
unification of mankind. Howev r 
much people have to uffer, how-

v r much agony li ah ad for th 
human race the nding is going to 
b only one thing-th pirit of God 
cov ring th arth a th water cov-

r the a. It i going to bring Di
vin healing to all mankind. What-

v r happen to the human race i 
God' hands-it i none of our 

. But our own plan is our 
ine , and Shoghi Eff ndi has ad

dr d, I feel, v r ingl individ
ual. I think that thi plan of the 
Guardian applie to a h one of u 
and I think it i addr ed to each 
on of u . • ··What ar going to 
do about it?" 

Following th: tirring e ion four 
pion r table -on f r ach of th 

four "alh d" and .. , • • .. a-
tional Spiritual w n• 

t up in th caf thosv 
• ndin C urin , 

lun tabl .• 
e er ith Baha'is 1-.· nting 

to pion r, who \\'Cr 1 ~a ving their 
and addre ith re-

. . A. r tali At 
ning of the on ion 
hairman onf c 

. Dorothy Bak r, d all tho : 
and oth r who wish d to pion er to 
t latform to giv th ir nam s 
o th microphon . Most of th m 
a pok a f w word and stat d 

th y would lik t go. An 
ev ntual total of 150 Baha'i of var
iou countric • i • th ir wi ·h to 
pion r. Inc v r two anony-
mous off r t rv in a 1 p r col-
on. 

To impl ment th onsultati n on 
pion ring under th topi ' The Art 
cf Op ning ew T rritori s during 
th aft rnoon es ion Mr. Mu a Ban
ani, Hand of th Cau fr m Africa. 
g:iv an ab ·orbing ace unt of h \ i 
i don in Africa. 

Mr. Banani first conv y d th, 
gr tings nt by th Bah a 'is from 
all c nt r of Africa. H tat d that 
th thr e r a ·ons for th 
g of th t aching v ork 
m anda: (1) Thn bounti • and 
confirmation of Baha'u'llah. (2) Th 

mpl ~ unity of the pion rs. (3) 

Th 'X mplar , \1 ay 
akhjavani, on of th 

du t •d hims 1(, with 
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d m from pr judi . "II, , 'nt and 
l1v l with th Afri an.· in th, h 'art 
of th jungl . ··Mr. Banani said. 
"and this ,,·a . a n ,,..,. •xp<.'ri n •, f r 
th ' fn ·an.·. be ·au. at n tun pr -
,·10usl. ha l any \ hit, man a t d 
tov ar th 's' fri an. as h, did. In 
th past th' fri an: had h rd 
many promist>s and many b •autiful 
,, ords from whit men, but in a tions 
th 'Y had always s 'n th, pp sit . 
Wh nth 'Y saw that word.- and d, ds 
w r' one in th p rson of Ah 

akhja vani th 'Y i m m <' cl i a t I 
warml'd up to th Faith and have r -
• iv •d th1: 1 's:ag of th , aith 

\'Pry 'ag 'rly .and in •xultat10n.'' 

Mr. Banani ab; ,> •mphasiz d h w 
important it is for th aha'i pio-
11<.' r: to mak th' authoriti 'S in th 
countr und r tand that Bahi1'L hav 
no onn lion with politi ·:. II t ld 
a story of how oop ration with th 
µoli • n th part of th Baha'i pio
n r. in I ting th 'm know h was 
making a trip to a r •ion of th 
jungl vitiat d th a tt mpts of a 
•;hit p ·r • n to mak troubl . w 

<1n f th tribal villag : vi:it d has 
,1 ·piritual as mbly. Man f that 
trib and th rs cam t th Kam
J1ala onf r n , 80 Afri ans rn all 
. . ' 
mv1t d a · gu st of th uardian. 
Th fa t that th y r turn d 'hal 
and h arty and much happi r ' aft r 
conta t with the Baha'i r ult d m 
fifty mor coming into th Faith 
aft r th nf ren 

on ultation on op ning n w t rri
tori s was continu d on Tu sday 
morning. Th ational Spiritual A·
s mbl r pr ·entativ s from an
ada C ntral Am rica outh Am r
i a (th "alli d" and 'a ociat d' 
A· mbli ·) and th Unit d Stat •s 
ach spok of the opportuniti pr -
nt d in th ir virgin ar a and gav 

short d criptions of th t rritori s 
a si n d to ach by th Guardian. 

11 tho who had had xp 
pion ring anywh r 
a k d to giv th ir ugg 
op ning n w territori 

Th r le of Baha'i Youth in pio-
n ering in th World ru ·ad a 
pr nt d in the aft rno n n. 
Following th n , 
Mr . Am lia Collin pok fly 
and r ad th following word ·p k n 
by th Guardian, a th off r th 
"k for all of u toda ': Th mag-
neti • p u: r i th action of th b -
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lievers. If they arise and show the 
right spirit it wiU act as a magnet 
and attract this power which is ac
cumulated ready to aid every be
liever who will arise to serve. 

The chairman of the a tional 
Baha'i Youth Committee, Dwight Al
len emphasized the role of Youth a 
part of the Baha i Community in th 
Ten-Year Cru ade-in consultation 
and in pioneering. He then opened 
the discussion to all Youth." Prac
tical points were brought out con
cerning the need for Youth to orient 
their education toward work useful 
in pioneering and to plan their live · 
and marriage to that end; and con
cerning opportunities for jobs in in
ternational organization . The prob
lem of Baha'i Youth in military serv
ice was clarified, and a recommen
dation wa made to the N.S.A. that 
teaching committee be a ked to 
make a special point of contacting 
foreign tudents in our universities. 

Mr. 'Ali-Akbar Furutan, Hand of 
the Cause and secretary of the 
N.S.A. of Persia, who has written 
textbooks for Baha'i children in Per
sia and for teachers training the 
Youth, spoke about the pioneering 
preparation given to Baha'i Youth 
in Persia. First, he said, it was made 
sure that every Baha'i, young or old , 
was convinced that this particular 
phase of the Divine Plan could be 
achieved. Then, they were assured of 
the promise of Divine help. Mr. Fu-
rutan gave the Guardian thre 
guarantees for the fulfilment of the 
Ten-Year Crusade a s recently writ
ten to the Baha'is of Persia: (1) To 
arise with love, (2) to persevere 
after one has arisen and (3) the oc
currence of certain event in th 
world which will in some way assist 
the fulfilment of this Crusade. Mr . 
Furutan explained that the Youth 
are taught that pioneering has two 
aspects, the personal (that of prayer 
and study) and the administrative 
which involves cooperation with 
their Assemblies and Committe 

At this session there was also con-
ultation concerning the work among 

the Indian and the Eskimos. Mem
ber of the Indian Teaching Commit
tees of Central and of South America 
reported activitie initiated to reach 
he Indians. The efforts of Baha is 

in Greenland and Alaska to reach 
th Eskimos wer reported. Teach
ing in chools nursing and s tudy of 
anthropology w re mention d a val
uabl way of making th s contact ·. 

Mr. Eli Pawlas a full-blooded Onei
da Indian now a Baha'i wa one 
who spoke. He wa asked by 
Ri~}:liyyih Khanum to translate a 
Baha'i pamphlet into his language 
for Shoghi Effendi. "This would 
make the Guardian happy, she said. 
Of course he eagerly agreed to do it. 

During these e sion of con ulta
tion on ways and mean of opening 
new territorie , innumerable sugges
tion were offered having to do with 
the personal, social, occupational, 

motional and realistic aspects of 
pioneering. In summary th salient 
points were: To go, to love the 
people, to be free of prejudice, to 
tudy the Challenging Requirements , 

e pecially pages 23 and 24, and the 
Advent of Divine Justice, to tudy 
th culture of the p ople where we 
are going and to r spect them, to 
get a position lin d up ahead of time 
if pos ible, to cooperate with the 
authoritie when we are there, to 
pray, to b humble, to p r ever . to 
know that when pioneering i done 
in the proper spirit the help of 
Baha 'u 'llah is promi ed us , and , fin
ally, not to be afraid to suffer. As 
Ru}:liyyih Kbanum aid, ''You don't 
suffer in vain if you lov God. You 
get something back out of it. It puri
fi s you , it strengthens you, it on-
ecrates you, it brings you clo er 

to Bah a ' u llah ... It will come back 
in great happines in the end. " 

It was pointed out also that all de
tails for each pioneer will n ed to be 
worked out through the Committee 
appointed by th National Spiritual 
Assembly concerned. The first tep 
for every one who is thinking of 
pioneering is to write to hi or her 
_ .S.A. a complete hi tory of his or 
her experience in Baha'i a well as 
non-Baha'i work. Each Committee i 
to make thorough study of all condi
tion in the territories of it juri -
diction. 

Rul)i ih Khanum urg d u • to 
study the methods of the Guardian, 
to try to see thing with far- eeing 
vision and make u e, in our teach
ing, of developments on th 
p riph ry of th Faith, a videnc d 
in his pamphl t " Information Stati -
tical and Comparativ , 1844-1952' 
and hi " Appreciation of the Baha'i 
Faith , which we should u e to give 
people an idea of th extent of the 
Faith and the quality of tho who 
peak favorably of it. 
Monday evening wa th time t 

a ide for th Guardian' repr n-

tative, Amatu'l-Baha Ru}:liyyih 
Khanum to speak to the Baha'i 
from her heart. She spoke to th 
heart of every Baha'i, about many 
things, all helpful. She spoke chiefly 
0f that which you want most to hear 
about-Shoghi Effendi." And she told 
how when she first went to erv 
with the Guardian she had a mental 
image of the Cause of God as a ship, 
the Captain of the hip wa Shoghi 
Effendi and the Baha is were all on 
deck and she was one of them. After 
a time the image needed revi ing 
-the Guardian wa the hip, the 
ea was the Cause of God and th 

Baha'i ' s were traveling on the hip. 
"Time went by and that image war 
no longer large enough. Finall I 
came to the conclusion that the ocean 
wa the Guardian and the Cause of 
God was the ship and the Cau of 
God often get a rough ride and the 
ocean is tos ed by the winds of God." 

She aid: "There is nothing dif
fuse about Shoghi Effendi. He i like 
the point of flame that comes out of 
a blowtorch . . . Intensity of con
centration and action ." 

Rut:iiyyih Khanum told of the wa ' 
in which the Guardian in two and 
one-half months , had converted 12,000 
square meter ( almo t three acres) 
of land all sand, around Bahji and 
the Tomb of Baha'u'llah, into beauti
ful gardens. She said he concentrat
ed sixteen hour a day on getting 
this work done. "Otherwise it could 
have taken two years. Everything he 
does, he doe that way. And we 
must learn to work the way Shoghi 
Effendi do , because only in that 
way will w get the work accomp
li hed." 

She gave in tances of the great 
integrity of the Guardian . "Shoghi 
Effendi i like the law . . . He ha 
the mo t tremendou courage wh re 
principle i concerned.' And she told 
of his returning 34,000 pounds sterl
ing donated at on tim during th 
Guardian's ab nee from Haifa by 
a man "with whom Shoghi Eff ndi 
was displeas d. He con ider d that 
th man' spirit wa not right, that 
hi motiv s were not pure, and Sho
ghi Effendi could not accept money 
from him. H said, 'How can I tak 
hi money and not rein ta te him in 
m good grac s? And h can't buy 
m ' ' Rut:iiyyih Khanum add d: 
"You e, it i • the thing that t 
th tandard of Baha 'is in th world. 
When our int grity i as shining and 
a cl ar cut a Shoghi Eff ndi' w 



Nill not hav much troubl bringing 
people into the Faith. 

Rul)i yih Khanum spoke of th 
absolute nee s ity for us to 1 arn 
to think in term of principl and 
not in term of p rsonality. "It 
~eem to be a terribl disea that 
we all hav , of constantly thinking 
of everything in t rm of p r onality. 
We never m to get to t rm of 
principl . You see, the Guardian 
doesn't care anything about person
ality. It doe n 't' xist a far as h i 
cone rned. H care oniy for prin
ciple. There are no exceptions to his 
rule. It doesn't matter who you are 
or what you hav done, how much 
you have given, how promient you 
are, anything to do with you that you 
might feel entitles you to som sp c
ial consideration . . It i only prin
cipl . 

·• ow th Baha'i hould 1 arn to 
look at things that way. They have 
imply got to stop thinking in terms 

of personality. They have got to 
start thinking in term of principle . 
The principle i your Spiritual A -
emblie composed of nine peopl . 

They have been elected by you. Th y 
re upposed to fulfill certain func

tion specified in our teachings which 
are quite clear. Whether they do it 
very well or very poorly or you think 
Mrs. Jones is a per on who actually 
tarted the whole thing and you are 
ure it is Mr. Smith who doesn't 

like you or whatever the thing is 
that i going on in your mind, you 
have got to learn, always, that it is 
principle that i the thing to follow 
... We are never, never going to 
et this administrative order wing

ing until we forget all individuals. 
however much they get into our hair. 
and devote ourselves to the applica
tion of the principles involved . . . 
You will be astonished what you can 
do if you ever get over the question 
of personalities . . . Don't look at 
each other so much a an individual. 
Look at each other a all Baha 'is. 
all belonging to Baha'u'llah and all 
b longing to Shoghi Effendi . . . And 
when you see those things, think of 
that love in your heart for Shoghi 
Effendi, and say, 'All right, I lov 
you'.' 

Following her tirring talk, 
Ru}:liyyih Khanum graciously an
swered about fifty questions written 
out by Baha'is and sent to the plat
form at her invitation. 

The reception for Ru}:liyyih 
Khanum which followed gave th 

fri nd th opportunity to shake 
hand with her and sp ak a few 
words individually with h r. 

Th v ning of Tuesday. May 5. 
was devot d to th World nt r. 
with th unv iling by Chari s ason 
Rem y of hi mod 1 for th 
Ma. hriqu'l-Adhkar to b r ct d on 
Mt. Carm 1, a talk by 
on the institution · of th World r
d r of Baha 'u'llah, and th vi wing 
of color moving pictur s of th , 
Shrin s and garden in Haifa and 
Bahji. nt by the b lov ,ct uardian 
to b shown at the Conferenc . 

Mr . Rem y spok briefly of th 
piritual ff ct of c rtain mat rial 
bj cts such as th t mpl s of th 

religion · of th pa t, h utlin d 
th ir historical d v lopm nt and 
spok of his own interest in making 
archit ctural drawings during th 
past fifty y ars for th Mashriqu'l
Adhkars of th future. ·Abdu'l-Baha 
had r vealed a Tabl t for him in 
which H told Mr. R m y that hi 
mission would be to d sign th 
Ma hriqu'l-Adhkar t be built on Mt. 
Carmel. Five y ars ago th Guard-
ian wrote him that it w now tim 
for him t c mplete th design for 
that T mpl . The la ·t thr ars 
Mr. R mey had pent forg 1 in 
Haifa, revi sing his drawing und r 
the uidanc of the Guardian o m
bod many new suggestions of th 
Guardian ' , and then completing th' 
drawing in accordanc with th 
Guardian 's final approval. Th 
of a model to be made for unv iling 
at thi Confer nc was al o th 
Guardian's, he aid. Th m d 1 was 
mad by a wood carver of Flor nc , 
Italy, was ·hipp d to Chicago and 
ass mbled for the unv iling. 

A Mr. R mey unveiled the mod l 
the friend ·aw the exquisit Jy b au
tiful d ign for the Mashriqu'l
Ad]lkar of the Holy Land, with th 
land caping of it urrounding t r
rac . Five drawings w r also di -
played, of various elevations, cro 
section and int rior de ign. Acquisi
tion of land for it erection is on of 
the objectiv s in the development of 
the World Cent r during thi Cru-
ad . 
Mr. Furutan s World 

Ord r wa a very compr h n iv r -
vi w tracing the developm nt of th 
Admini tration, the importance of 
th Will and T stament of Abdu 1-
Baha th function of th two gr at 

' • pillar ' of int rpretation and legi ·-
lation which upport th Administra-

35 

tiv rd r. and, finally, th · t ps 
outlin d by th Guardian in his s c
ond communication to th onfer-

n through whi h th d v lopm nt 
f th Faith would progr ss. 

As the beautiful olor mo ing pi ·
tur •s of th' Shrin s and th gard ns 
w 'r shown. th omm nts of 
Rtd)iyyih Khanum ·a1T1 'd th' fri nd s 
with h r. vi wing th d tails of th, 
gard ns. f th hrin f th Bab. 

'n from the air. and. in pi tur : 
taken b h r just b for sh 1 ft 
Haifa, showing progr ·s on th work 

f th dom of th hrin of th Bab 
and in th mira ulous n w gard n 
at Bahji surrounding th Tomb of 
Baha'u'llah, with th ir paths and 
b autiful gat s, th main ntranc 
b ing through th Bins gat , only 
v r r' ntly d. 

t morning s s1on of th 
on our P rsian Hands 

of t had n ask d to sp ak 
on th, "Signifi anc, f th Y ar 

in "-G n raJ hu'a'u'lJah "Alai, 
Vali u'llah Varqa, Tarazu'llah 
Samandari and Dhikru'llah Khad m . 

G n ral 'Ala'i r ad from passag 
in the Writing of Baha u'llah and 
told that th xact sit of th dun
g on of th Siyah-Cbal is known but 
that large buildings hav sine b n 
built ov r this property. 

Mr. Varga had b n ask d to tell 
about his father and brother who at
tain d to martyrdom. H told th 
moving story of hi grandfather's 
making th trip to Bahji on foot from 
P r ia only to b com ill and di 
just b fore h reached hi goal. H 
wa buri d by 'Abdu'l-Baha in a 
grav mad with His own hands. Mr. 
Varqa' father attained the pre ence 
of Baha'u'llah several tim s and 
a ked for martyrdom for himself and 
on of his sons. H was a physician 
and traveled about Persia to promul
gat th Faith. Hi wish was grant d 
many year later, after h had also 
vi ited Abdu 1-Baha. On thi visit he 
had with him two of his son ; one of 
them, Rul:m'llah a very gifted child, 
was only eight y ar old. One day 
the Greatest Holy Leaf, Abdu'l
Baha's sister, ask d th boy what 
he did in Persia. He replied, "I wa 
teaching." So the Greate t Holy Leaf 
asked him how he taught. He said he 
spoke only to tho who had per
ception.' The Gr at st Holy Leaf 
then a ked him to tell her wh ther 
two boys who wer pr nt ( on of 
Baha'u'llah) could und r tand what 
h had to ay, Ru}:lu llah w nt to th 
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boys, looked attentively into their 
faces, and retµrned to Bahiyyih 
Khanum saying, "It is no use; they 
would not understand.' Both of these 
brothers of 'Abdu'l-Baha became 
Covenant-breakers. 

Mr. Varqa himself had accompa
nied 'Abdu'l-Baha on His visit to the 
United States. 

Mr. Samandari, the oldest Hand 
of the Cause among the five Per
sians, is descended from one of the 
pupils of fil}aykh AI~mad, first of the 
two forerunners of the Bab. At the 
age of 15 Mr. Samandari .attained 
the presence of Baha'u'llah. He re
called his impression of the great 
humility and the grandeur and maj
esty_ o_f Baha'u'llah, and told many 
remm1scences of that memorable 
visit. 

Then, inevitably, came the clos
ing session of the Conference, a Con
ference which the Guardian stated 
in hi opening message "will go 
down in history a the most mo
mentous gathering held since the 
close of the Heroic Age of the Faith 
and will be regarded as the mos t 
potent agency in paving the way for 
the launching of one of the most 
brilliant phases of the grandest cru
sade ever undertaken by the follow
e~s of Baha'u'llah since the incep
tion of His Faith more than one hun
dred years ago." 

At this session the Guardian's own 
chosen representative, Rul).iyyih 
Khanum, called upon us to "Mount 
Your Steed ! " * She said: "I think 
that the steeds we have to mount 
are not romantic ones standing at 
the door waiting to carry us off 
into fields of glory. I am afraid the 
steed that we have to mount are 
inside ourselves. We have to learn 
to ride our own natures, to mount 
our capacities, to dominate our egos, 
to goad on our abilities and our spirit 
of service.'' Our victories in the 
next ten years, she added, must 
come from within. 

And she told the story of 'Ali 
A g_lrnr, a faithful servant in the 
House of 'Abdu'l-Baha who wanted 
only to live and die serving the 
Guardian. At a time when the 
Guardian was suffering greatly un
der many difficulties this humble 
servant of the house would be called 
by the Guardian to him and would 

• These were the wor ds of Quddu a he led 
the Babfs at the siege of Tabarsf. See Tne 
Dawn-Breakers, pag 365. 
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have the confidences and woes of the 
Guardian poured into his ears. That 
old man, who was so humble, who 
was on]y a servant, won such a high 
place in the love of the Guardian. '" 
And at his death the Guardian called 
him "the lion of the jungle of the 
love of God." 

Rul).iyyih Khimum continued: "So 
you see, there aren't really any sta
tions in the Cause except those which 
we win for ourselves. As we arise 
to serve Shoghi Effendi, who is the 
Sign of God on earth, as we help 
him, that will be our blessing, either 
in thi world or the next, however 
God wills that it should be evident." 

"The greatest way of all, I 
believe, to protect Shoghi Effendi 
and to help him is to take this love 
that we have in our hearts for him 
and which, in truth, I never dreamed 
was as great as what I have seen 
here in your faces, take this great 
love that you have for the Guardian 
and show it to each other, because 
that is the healing, that will heal 
the breaches, because that will bring 
a~out the oneness of mankind, that 
will enable the work to go forward 
and that will gladden the heart of 
the Guardian. 

''He has said something to me 
many times that has just wrung my 
heart. He has said, 'Oh, 'Abdu'l-Baha 

knew me so well when He aid , 
" Make him happy.' He knew that 
if I was happy, I could do so much 
more for the Cause. I wi h that I 
could be happy. Then you would 
se f' how I would work.'· 

" You can all make him happy. 
There isn t one single Baha'i in thi 
world that doesn't hold in hi hands 
a portion of happiness for Shoghi 
Effendi." 

When Rul)iyyih ~banum finished 
speaking with these words, just be
fore the reading of the clo ing prayer 
Mrs. Amelia Collins poke briefly: 
" ow I have witnessed in this audi
ence day after day your great joy , 
your inspiration, your longing to 
serve, the pledges you have made, 
and all of this I feel is the result of 
our Guardian's sacrifice. Let us just 
cherish this thought all through the 
next ten years, that our Guardian is 
sacrificing for us daily, and with 
great joy. To see the Guardian smile 
ju t once i enough to cause you to 
wish to lay down your life, really 
and truly it is. But that is not it. 
We are to make our Guardian happy, 
and this it is really our privilege 
to do." 

Mrs. Collins then concluded 
the Conference with reading 
'Abdu 1-Baha • Tablet of Visitation. 

-BEATRICE ASHTON 



Un veiling the ~lodel of Te1nple to 

B e Constructed on Ionnt Car1nel 

Address by 
MR. C. MASO REMEY 

Many years ago our b loved Mas
ter 'Abdu'l-Baha told u that cer
tain material obj ct certam mat -
rial construction hav a piritual 
mi sion in the world, hav a spir
itual effect in th world, and befor 
th Baha'i Temple, th Ma _b.riqu'l-

dhkar was built h re in Wilm tte, 
h told u that when that Templ 
was built, it would have a gr at 
spiritual effect in the world that it 
would be a ymbol manife ting forth 
to all of th world the spiritual ideal 
and the rvic to th world of 
humanity of th friend of the Baha'i 
Faith. 

As w tudy into th hi tory of 
the religion of th pa t w e that 
ach religion ha dev lop d a civili

zation in the world and has dc
v loped al o a tyle of architectur 
which has found its full and p rfect 
development in the t mpl of the 

poch. Wa back in th v ry dawn 
of religiou hi tory, wh n th Proph-
et Abraham cam out from hi 
homeland and took hi band of fol
lowers to the Land of Promi , the 
Holy Land on of hi fir t .activiti . 
wa building a temple to the Lord, 
and that t mpl was a v r simple 
place of wor hip, th altar which h 
built on th mountain top for th 
:acrifice • that h in tituted a th 
ritual for th p ople of hi day. It 
was probably a very, v r simpl 
affair, built, laid up of rough ston s 
gathered from th top of th moun
tain. Bu it wa th c nt r; that 
·imple altar on the mountain top, 
that place of worship, was the cen
t r of the civilization of that da . 
In tho da th p ople lived pas
toral live in th valley b low, but 
on c rtain occa ion th w nt up 
onto th mountain top for th ir pir
itual wor hip for their acrific 

Lat r on, centuries later, when 
os s th Proph t of God, led th 

hildren of Isra 1 out of Eg pt, out 
of the land of bondage to th land of 
promis one of th fir t in titution 
hat h in titut d wa th Tab r-

na l . Th Tab ,rna l wa. a porta
bl t mpl of worship. I :uppos thP 
Tab rnacl, d .crib •d 111 th Id 
T tam nt wa: probably ·ov 
with kin. of animal:. but 1t had r
tain lem nt: of worship in it. Th 'l'l' 
wa.· th inn r Hol~ of Hol1 .. th 'rt• 
wa the ourt around that, and fi
nally th out r ourt. and during tlw 
long 40 that th , ·h ildr •n of 
Isra 1 in th wild s, wh n 
th y . t •ir camp. t • fir:t 
duty w p this Ta ·na 1 . 
o r during th y •ar: 

wa t th ir r Ii us lif 
in ·ild 'I . 

Later on, wh •n th J '\\'ish civili-
zation dcv lop >d in J ru:al . th 
Temp I , f olomon. th T mpl in 
J rusal m. wa, the •nt ·r f their 
r ligious hf and th ·ir ultural l1fl•. 
and i We. built v •ry much n h 
p1 n, th rudim ntary plan. of th<' 
taberna l in th ~ ild ·rnc: . Th re 
\vas th Hol)' of Holi . and 
then th court and th out r 
court. 

t that tim . p oplc fl w •d from 
.all nations to J •rusal 'm in ord 1 to 
partak of th 1 arning and th cul
tur that d v lop d around th ivil
ization th r , th c nt •r of which 
wa th T mpl . 

C nturi lat r, \\'h n th hri tian 
Church wa ·tab1i h d. littl by 
littl , th : church s, plac s of wor-
hip wer th cultural c nt •r.· of 

Christianity. Fir ·t, th t 1 d v l-
op d out of th Roman :tyl in th 
Cit of Rom . Lat r on it d v lop 
into th Roman . qu :t. l in th 
W t, into th Byzantin t 1 of th 
Ea t rn Church. and aft r. om 13 or 
14 nturi , w hav th fl w ring 
out of th magnific nt cath drals 
and church of Europ . 

This styl of a • ctur , th 
Gothic st •l d elo it· gr a -

t fragranc and d v lopm nt and 
b aut around in th c ntral part of 
Franc ; th Cathedral· of L n, of 
Chartre . of Ami n . Rh "n 

otr Dame of Pari • ar Ol'~-
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standing t mp! .- f th' hri tian 
(•po h. 

h •n rlohamrnad gav' Ht: t a h
ing ff in th d s rts f rabia. on 
of th fir ·t cl " lopm nt. of ar hi-
t' tur was th o:qu s that \\' r 
built in and about th, ity of airo. 
and thi: Llami •ul ur' ,,. nt w . t
ward into 'orth '1"11 Afri ·a and up 
into pain. It \\' nt E.ast in o P rsia 
and th n d ,vn into India and th . 
1:osqu . of th c ·ountri .• ,,. •r th 

:piritual 'nt r • of du at1on and 
cultur in that magnifi cnt ·iviliza
twn whi h I:lam gav t th " orld. 

nd so it was w1 h th th r r -
hgions m th' far Ea:l. The pla' f 
\\or.hip ha: b ''11 th cultural nt r 
and th point for th d v lopm nt 

f ar hit ·tur and all of tlw alli d 
art:. 

ow. 111 th, Baha'i Faith. whi h 
i: th n w r lig1on of th ' pr • nt 
day and pr s nt ag . in th • writing· 
of Baha'u'llah, w, hav • xhortati n • 
that w . hould build m th1 poch, 
t mpl for wor:hip, and H has 
g1v n u: a g 'n ra l plan for th 
t mpl . Th r shall b • a 'mpl 
prop r a ir ular buildrng. built on 
the pl.an of a nin - id d pol ·g n, 
\'Vhi h is to b th ·an tuar f r 
\\ orship and pray 'r and m dilation, 
and this • ntral t mpl i. to be ur-
10und •d by variou: rn:l!tution for 
th ph ·:i al b n ,fi of mankind, 
school: and ho:pitals and all f th 
mstitulion: that go to mak up th 
d ·tivitie: f a gr at world ivil
ization . 

Th first on of th • Baha i 
tPmples was built many a1 .. ago 
ov r in that ount ·t h a·-
1.1ian a, som ti po of a 
Tran - aspian. Th 1 ity f 
·Jshqabad. our fri, f ri nt 
built th first Baha'i 
m privi1 g to visit • 
45 y ar ago. W ha 
littl about our nd ·n 
la. t f w ar. . pr • ian 

rn t ha co our 
1 d th Bah uni y 
in ' qabad ha tt r d 

and di p d, but now, only in th 
la:t f w da ·, , • d 
and compl t d th T n 
Wilm tt with wh ·o 
familiar. 

numb r f ar • ag . wh n I 
wa till a tud nt of ar hit tur , 
I fir ·t h ard of th Bah a. i Fai h, 
and on of my fir ·t r coll on a· 
that wh n the tim • to 

r at my th t , I 
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would like very much, ind ect, to 
tak a my subject a typical Baha'i 
Temple. That wa way back a littl 
over 50 year ago and, following 
that, I pent a good deal of time 
in making different tudie for Baha'i 
Temple , and some of you may re
call that when th design was chosen 
for the Temple h re in Wilm tte, a 
numb r of u archit ct offered 
drawing . Some of my drawings 
wer offered at that tim . But 
shortly after that, the Master, 
·Abdu'l-Baha, r vealed a Tablet to 
me and told me that my mission in 
the future would be to d sign th 
Temple to be built on Mount Carmel 
in the Holy Land. 

A we all know, the Holy Land i 
the Holy Land of all the r ligion 
of th world. The Jewi h religion, 
the Chri tian r ligion, it is the Holy 
Land for Islam, and now in these 
day , it is the Holy Land for all the 
world in the Baha'i Faith. Our spir
itual background i there and also 
our Administrative Center is there • 
and it was the plan in the mind of 
the Ma ter, 'Abdu'l-Baha, that there 
hould be a Baha i Temple built 

upon Mount Carmel. 
During these years, I have made 

a number of studies and along about 
five year ago our beloved Guard
ian, Shoghi Effendi, wrote to me and 
told me that it was time to begin 
to think of the design, the completed 
design for that Temple. 

At that time, in the latter part of 
1947 and the early days of 1948, I 
made a complete et of drawings for 
the Temple and later on I took those 
drawings over to our Guardian and 
he made a number of suggestions 
that really created within my mind 
an entirely unique and different de
sign from any of those studies that 
I had made before, and that is the 
design that we are going to show 
you thi evening. These designs 
were made during the past two or 
three years that I have been spend
ing in Haifa and they were made 
under the direction of our Guardian 

' Shoghi Effendi, and I must say that 
the architecture, the architectural 
motif are really his rather than 
mine. He gave me a great many 
critici ms, a great many sugges
tions and after a period of time, of 
working and making drawings and 
ubmitting them to him and re
tudying them, etc., a d sign was 

made that he approved of, and it 
wa. his idea that a mod 1 should 

be made of thi design and that it 
should be unveiled here in this Con
ference, and I left Haifa along a 
little over three months ago, and I 
went to Italy, and there in the City 
of Florence, I engaged a wood carv
er to make this model, carved of 
wood. I had had som rather bad 

xperience with some of the models 
that I had made of plaster. It didn 't 
hold up in tran portation, but this 

model of wood has transported very 
well and it is assembled and we ar 
going to show it to you now. 

Thi ensemble of models will giv 
you an idea of the architecture. It 
peak for itself. It shows the Tem

ple proper which will be erected 
upon Mount Carmel in the Holy 
Land, surrounded by terraces and 
gardens, with fountains and avenu s 
1 ading up to it. It peaks for itself 

Joint l\'leeting of National Spiritual Assen1hlies of 
the United States, Canada, Central and 

South A1nerica, May 5, 1953 

Th m eting wa opened by th 
r ading of the A sembly Prayer by 
Mercede Sanchez of Lima, Peru. 
Mr. Paul Haney explained that all 
of the National Assemblies had 
agr ed to meet on ay 7, but since 
th Canadian friend have to 1 ave 
immediately after the Conf r n it 
was decided to call this meeting. 

Twenty- ix member of th four 
ational A semblies wer present 

and r que t d 'Amatu'l-Baha 
Ru}:tiyyih Khanum to kindly remain 
with us as the Guardian's represent
ativ to elucidate any questions 
which might arise. 'Amatu'l-Baha 
tressed th importance of th work 

to be done by our Assemblie in the 
We tern Hemisphere during the next 
ten years. She suggested that we 
send the Guardian a cable reporting 
th result of this hi toric meeting 
of the four National Assemblies of 
thi continent. It was agreed that 
the four Secretarie draft this cable. 

The que tion was raised by Horac 
Holley as to how the auxiliary board 
appointed by the Hands would func
tion. 'Amatu 1-Baha explained that 
the function of the e boards was to 
help th Hand by spreading the 
teachings and protecting the Cause. 
The Hand of the Cause are directed 
by the Guardian and the e auxiliary 
board will be directed by the Hand . 

It was brought out that the Latin 
American As em blie are mature 
and independent in action but lack 
man pow r and funds o they still 
need help from their sist r As embly 
of th United State . 

Mr. Holl y was asked to report on 
the Kampala Conference and th 
plan mad there for the work to be 
done in Africa during the World Cru
sade. He explained that the si a
tional As emblies concerned agreed 
on a plan of clo e collaboration, 
sharing all available information, 
upplying and financing pioneer , 

but each National Assembly acting 
independently. 

It was agreed that the National 
Committees appointed for the Cru-
ade would send carbon copies of all 

letters to their own National Assem
bly. All classified information about 
the territorie and pioneers will be 
~hared among the four National A -
emblies. It was tressed that we 

must work in the spirit of collabora
tion, rather than competition, so that 
all the goals for the hemisphere will 
be achieved exchanging pioneers 
whenever necessary. 

The 12 ta ks set by the Guardian 
were read and clarified. Ru~iyyih 
Khanum tre sed that the two most 
important tasks were the formation 
of the 21 new National Assemblie 
and the opening of the virgin terri
tories. The Guardian will direct us 
step by step but the Assemblies 
hould end a complete survey of the 

present tatus of each country to the 
Guardian and share his answer with 
the other ational A semblies. 

HORACE HOLLEY (U. S.) 
LAURA K. DAVIS (CANADA) 

ELENA MARIA MARSELLA (C. A.) 
DOROTHY CAMPBELL (S. A.) 
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Message of National 
Assemblies of Western 

Hemisphere to the Guardian 
History-making meeting 26 mem

bers four National Assemblies with 
Rul).iyyih Khanum All-Am rica proj
ects World Crusade plann d clos 
collaboration . Participating Assem
blies pledged devoted consecration 
accomplishment tasks Western Mem-

phere. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES 
OF WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

May 6, 1953 

The Guardian' Reply 
Gratified grateful historic gather

ing solemn pledge consecration cer 
lossal task. Praying bountiful bless
ings signal victories. 

-SHOGffi 

Haifa, May 7, 1953 

A Guide Book and Map 
to the 

Baba i World Community 
and the Ten Year Plan 

The Guardian has given all b liev
r a mo t inspiring and most us -

ful pamphlet of information which 
pr sent ·tati tical and c mparative 
material on th Faith from 1844 to 
1952 and includes a suppl ment codi
fying the data on the T n Year 
World Crusad . With it com a map 
design d by th Guardian which, by 
means of dir ctional lin , colors. 
ymbols and script, creat s a pic

torial r pres ntati n of th T n Y ar 
Plan. 

In thi • 74-pag booklet th b liev
er, and the g n ral stud nt as well . 
can trace th d v lopm nt of th 
Baha'i community from 1844, grasp 
its present world status, note th ' 
racial compl xity of its following, 
learn its most important date , and 
b come aware of th invincibl pow-

r by which it is mov d. 
Every Baha'i who att nd d th 

All-America Intercontin ntal Confer-
nee was pr s nt d with a compli

mentary copy. The ational Assem-
bly urg it constant u for 
r fer nc by individual Baha i . 
tudy cla ses and chools. Tho e who 

ar r sponsibl for the carrying out 
th World Cru ad ar in duty bound 
to know its provi ions; and part of 
th e ntial know} dg of very 
adult, r sponsible Baha'i toda is in
formation about th pres nt tatus 
of th Baha'i world community. 

3' 

Baha i Greetings 

To th Convention and Int r onti
n •ntal Conf r nee cam many b au
tiful m s ag s from Baha'i through-
ut th world. Th includ 1 tters 

and cabl gram r c iv d from th 
ational Spiritual A. mbli of In

dia, Paki ·tan and Burma; P r ia; 
'Iraq; Canada; Egypt and udan; 
South Am rica; ntral Am rica; 
Au tralia and w Z aland; Italy 
and Switz rland; from th National 

onv ntion in P rsia; th ational 
onv ntion of South Am rica; Brit

ish Africa ommitt ; U.S. ational 
Youth Committee; from Ass mbli s 
and group in Istanbul; Cop nhag n; 
Stockholm; B r u s s e 1 ; Flor nc ; 
Lux mbourg; Goth nburg; Pari ·: 
Stuttgart; B rlin; B rn: Charlott -
town; Province of Prince Edward 
Island: Addi · Ababa; Tokyo: Bahia; 
Monrovia; Kampala; Libya; Anchor
ag ; Fairbank.; Marysville. Wa h. 

abl s w r al o r ceiv d from 
Mr. L roy Ioas, Haifa, Hand of th 
·aus , and Mrs. Ioa ; and from Mr. 

Ad lb •rt MUhl chi g 1, Hand f th 
Cau in G rmany. 

Grateful acknowl dg ment is mad 
to th se Baha'i in titutions and in
dividual Baha'i for their xpr -
sions of cordial lov and ncourag -
m nt. 

A Record of Attendance 

n of th important s rvi s r n
der d by th Jubil e Committ e was 
th provision of a duplicat et of 
v ry attractive, 1 ath "r-bound Gu st 
Books for th registration of Baha'i 
att nding all or any of th Jubil 

v nts conduct d in M dinah T m
ple. On of thes volumes ha· been 
s nt to th Guardian. and th other 
is pr erv d permanently in th Na
tional Archiv s. 

A s cond set of duplica t 
w r also maintain d at th 
for r gistration of b Ii ver 
to attend th ss1on h ld 
ago. 

volumes 
Temple 
unabl 

in Chi-

Th r ord of a tt ndanc adults, 
1875; youth, 73; d 1 gate , 151; from 
abroad, 235-Total 2344. 
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IV. THE PUBLIC MEETINGS 
AND PUBLICITY 

Jubilee Public Program 

Wednesday , April 29, 8:00 p.m. 
MEDINAH TEMPLE 
600 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago 
RELIGION FOR HUMANITY 

ADDRESS: Points of Light in the Dark World 
DR. PAUL HUTCIDNSON 

Editor, The Christian Century 
ADDRESS: Mission of the Prophets 

MRS. DOROTHY BEECHFJ{ BAKER 

Vice Chairman, National Baha'i Assembly 
Chairman, MATTHEW W. BULLOCK 

Friday, May 1, 8:00 p .m. 

EW TRIER HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM 
Winnetka Avenue, Winnetka 
THE BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

ADDRESS: Its History 
ALLEN B. McDANIEL 
Supervising Engineer 

ADDRESS: Its Architecture 
RoBERT W. McLAUGHLIN 

Director, School of Architecture, Princeton University; 
Fellow, American Institute of Architects 

ADDRESS: Its Purpose 
HORACE HOLLEY 

Secretary, ati onal Baha'i Assem bly 
Chairman, PAULE. HANEY 

Chai rman, National Baha'i Assembly 

Sunday May 3, 8:00 p.m. 

ME DI AH TEMPLE 
600 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago 
ONE GOD AND ONE PEOPLE 

ADDRESS: The Significance of Oneness -
Principle or Expediency? 
D R. CHARLES H. WESLEY 

President, Central State College 
ADDRESS: A World Crusade 

RUHIYYlll KHANUM 
International Baha'i Council 
Chairman, ALI M. YAZDI 

Wednesday, May 6, 8:00 p.m. 

MEDINAH TEMPLE 
600 North Wabash Avenu Chicago 
THE HUMAN GOAL 

ADDRESS: A ew Moral Order 
NORMAN COUSINS 

Editor, Saturday Review of Literature 
ADDRESS: Religion for a World Society 

DR. w. KENNETH CHRISTIA 

Michigan State College 
Chairman, H. BoRRAH KAVELIN 



0 r th world the Jubil C 1 -
brations and th Int r ontin ntal 
Conf r nee of thi Holy Year ar 
revitalizing th ·piritual ·pring of 
the Baha i Community and ar er at
ing matchl opportuniti through 
public program to announc th ad
vent of Baha 'u'llah and to xplain 
Hi mi sion. 

Th impr iv public of 
th All-American Jubil c lebra-
tions which included four publi 
me tings and th dedication of th 
Hou of Wor hip, r c ived wid -
pread notic in the pr • and at

tract d much public att ntion and in
tere t. Each of th four m eting -, 
with th ir di tingui h d gu st par
ticipant and out tanding Baha'i 
sp aker , dr w large audi n sti
mat d to ha ari d fr m 1500 to 
2500. 

Th ting - w r planned 
to pr nt th charact r and pur-
po of th r c ntl compl t d Hou 
of Wor hip and to xplain th mi -

ion of Baha'u'llah. Th fundam ntal 
f atur of th r lation of 
Baha u'llah l •ct d for mpha i 
w r th on n - • and function of 
th Proph t , th on n - of man
kind, and th dawn of a n w world 
ord r, under th title of 'R ligion 
for Humanit ", ' On God and On 
P opl ' and • Th Human Goal''. 

Th fir t m ting wa - h ld 
W dn day v ning, April 29, th 
op ning day of Jubil w k, at 
M dinah T mpl in hicago. Mr. 
Matthew Bullo k \J a - chairman and 
th two peak r • on th them of 
"R ligion for Humanit ' w re Dr. 
Paul Hutchin on and Mr Doroth 
Bakr. 

Dr. Hutchin on 1 • wid 1 known 

and r sp' t •d as an outstanding ana
ly ·t of pr s nt day probl •ms and 
·pok sman for the lay Prot •slant 
hurch world. H 1: •ditor of th, 
hristian entury, g 'n rall nsid
r d to b • th most influ ntial Prot
stant p riodical. Dr. Hut hinson 's 

subject was ··Points of Light in th• 
Dark World." H' began his r -
mark: b ' off ring his ongr· tula
tion n th' ompl tion of tlw Rous, 
of Worship, which h describ d as a 
symbol of mankind'~ onen, ·s in th-. 
mo ·t vit l of i - qu ts, th· t for :pir
i ual ·ati:faction which will b 
a hi v d wh n all ar gath •r d in 
one common hou: hold of faith un
der on God and in univ rsal 
broth •rhood . In a fore ful mann r, 
b autifull word •d, Dr. Hut hinson 
then pr : nt d hi. analysi. f th 
hop ful fa tor -p ints of light - in 
th g n ral darkn , s f th pr nt 
ag . H outlined fi such b •am· of 
light whi h xist g n rall~ in th' 
thinking of common m 
wher . and whi h 
promL· for th fut 
th faith f common m n in th 
it of progr • • th b li f in th 
ity and authorit of moral valu 
b Ii f in th r ality f human on -
n s, common man' in ing 
awar n - • of th n for world 
governm nt, and b li f in 
the piritual basi for all lif . 

Mr . Bak k on th "Mi· ion 
of th Prop wi al lo-

ne an r . h 
tifi d th Prop found-
of ci ilization a d th ir 

two-fold mi ion a 1 and 
·o • 1, • • o lorif th indi idual and 
to afe ard and unif 
Th traced th d 
thi two-fold mi - ·ion in 
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mg that r llgion has giv n r p at 
proof· that it 1: th 
human progr •ss and 
B ha'u'llah wa: pr laim d a· th 
fountain-h •ad of light and sa1 ation 
in thi~ ha ti • hour. With a f '" dra
ma ti •pisod s Baha'u'llah',· lif, and 
t •a hings w •r • sk t h •d. Mr.. Bak-
•r on lud d b , outlining th, mov ,_ 
m •nt of th Faith toward th 
, hi'\! m •nt of th' t rnal plan of 

d - th .. Kingdom indivisibl , 
whos' wat hword is the onen •:: of 
th human ra ' - all riv •r. flow to 
th' oc an; all m1s:1ons ar fuJfill •d 
in thi: rn1:si m". 

n th , v , f th d •di ·a tion of 
th, T •rnpl . Friday. ay 1. a publi • 
m '•ting was h Id, d v t d to th 
story of th• Hou:e of W rship. This 
m '•ting was h Id in th• w Tri •r 
High c:ho 1, Winn tka, a suburb 
north of 'hi ·ago in th vi ·inity of 
th• H u • • >f Wor·hip, b cau:, 1t 1. 

in th' north •rn suburbs that th, 
T •mpl • has b • n sl wl rais •d, and 
it is th r •sid •nts of th s suburbs 
who ha b • n most awar ( its 
•. 1st •nc' and hav f 11 w d its pr g
res - as th' hav flow •d past on 
th, highway that bord •r • th, T 'm
ple ground-. Th b •Ii •v rs cam' 
from th s 'rvi of ons cration for 
Baha'is that had b •n h Id at th 
T •mpl in th' aft rnoo11 lo join with 
gu 'sts in this happy pr lud • - th 
pr•· nta lion of th • a ount of th ir 
b •lov •d H us, of Worship - t th 

nt of th n •xt da . th pub-

Mr. Paul Han y, th hairman, 
pr ,- •nt d s •v ral m ,·sag - of gr t
mg and ngratulations on th d di
cati n of th, H us, of Worship from 
w 11-kn wn p pl , in luding Ju ti • 
\J illiam Douglas f th• nit d tat • 

upr m ourt, Mr_· . Ruth Br an 
hod . Dr . Ma.r u • B ch, and th 

I:ra Ii Ambassador to th Unit d 
tat 'S. 

Th histor . ar • 
p : of th, T 
b Baha'is w ·ation 
with th T m iliar-
iz d them wit tail. Mr. 

11 n M Dani b r 
of the ati n ual A 
and for man 

in r of th 
c ntly on th 
told bri fl but 
hi ·tor of th proj 
b ginnings, through 
th land, th h ic 

up rv1 
and -

al o 
ically of th 
from it fir ·t 

th purcha of 
f a plan and 
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the completion of the construction. 
Mr. Robert McLaughlin, Director of 
the School of Architecture of Prince
ton University and Fellow of the 
American Institute of Architects. 
who has served for some years on 
the Technical Committee for the 
Temple, spoke of the architecture. 
He described the unusual arc1'Jtec
tural elements of the building, point
ing to the unique fitness of the plan 
to the Baha'i conception of unity and 
manner of worship. He stressed the 
timeless quality of the architectural 
design for it has stood apart and 
aloof from the changing architectur
al fashions of the last thirty years. 
Mr. McLaughlin referred to this 
example of e.arly Baha'i architecture 
and speculated on the wonders of 
world architecture which lie ahead 
as the world is spiritually and phy i
cally united. 

Mr. Haney then introduced the 
third member of the Technical Com
mittee, Mr. Edwin Eardley, and 
the Landscape Architect, Mr. Hil
bert Dahl. Both were warmly 
greeted by the audience. The chair
man presented Mr. William Alex
ander, the President of the Village 
of Wilmette, to whom he expressed 
the appreciation of the Baha'is for 
the friendly attitude and cooperation 
extended by the village authorities 
during the years of the Temple's 
building. Mr. Alexander in the name 
of the Village of Wilmette, offered 
greetings and congratulations on the 
completion of the House of Worship. 
He said that the village feel pr1v1-
leged to have this world famous 
structure in their community and 
has sincere regard for the lofty ideals 
which it represents. 

Mr. Horace Holley then gave a 
penetrating and profound definition 
of the purpose of the Baha'i House of 
Worship. He said, "The act of wor
ship is the supreme achievement of 
man in this world ... Through wor
ship men rise to awareness of their 
divinely created nature, grow con
scious of the purpose of their exist
ence and attain to a new life in a 
Kingdom beyond pace and time '. 
He analyzed the various attitudes 
toward worship from the primitive 
to the tribal and contrasted these 
with the real meaning of worship, in 
which the soul of a man is imbued 
with the Holy Spirit and seeks to 
know and obey the Divine Will. The 
Baha'i conception of God and His 
relation to man through the sue-

cessive Manifestation wa shown 
through a few uccinct quotations 
from the writings of Baha'u'llah. 
"Religion begins and worship is in-
pired," he said, "when the Prophet 

sent by God is recognized and 
obeyed.' "True worship leads to the 
discovery of the spiritual self . . . to 
the discovery of mankind . . . Men 
who unite on the level of worship 
can and must unite in the realms of 
feeling, thought and action." "To fos
ter and cherish in human hearts the 
passion for worship of the common 
Father who has revealed His will 
and purpose for humanity in every 
age " this is why the House of Wor
ship has been constructed. 

The meeting was closed with the 
reading of an editorial from the Chi
cago Daily News on the dedication 
of the Temple, praising the ideals for 
which it stands. 

Rul_iiyyih l.(hanum, the Guardian's 
representative to the All-American 
Intercontinental Conference, and Dr. 
Charles Wesley were speakers on 
the theme ''One God and One Peo
ple", Sunday, May 3, at Medinah 
Temple in Chicago. There was much 
excitement and eager anticipation 
over the participation of Ruryiyyih 
Khanum in a public program for the 
Jubilee Celebration , and the very 
large audience greeted her appear
ance by rising as she came onto the 
huge stage with Dr. Wesley, guest 
speaker, and Mr. Ali Yazdi, the 
chairman. 

Dr. Charles H. Wesley, president 
of Central State College at Wilber
force, Ohio author, historian and 
educator of repute, chose as his topic 
''The Significance of Oneness-Prin
ciple or Expediency?" Dr. Wesley 
is a dynamic speaker, and as he 
made important points his emphasis 
would be vigorous and powerful. He 
asserted that the impulse of most 
activity in the world is that of ex
pediency rather than principle. He 
said that it is often expedient for 
men "to adopt a mode of action 
which would not be ethically correct, 
but their moral needs are met by 
their unselfish devotion to their 
group." Conflict of loyalties is not 
permitted to arise often enough to 
lead to the realization that there is 
E high loyalty which does not accept 
the unethical conduct although ex
pedient, because it subordinates 
moral and basic principles. He 
stated that the principle of oneness 

is recognized and advocated by the 
great religions and by most world 
thinkers, but that the problem re
mains without solution because prac
tice varies from theory. The prin
ciple of oneness has faced obstacles 
in application to life in the modern 
world, which Dr. Wesley listed as 
selfish nationalism, self-serving in
dustrialism, and self-contained rac
ism. He declared that the principle 
of oneness and interrelation holds 
the world together, but men do not 
act on thi fundamental factor of 
life. In the movement toward world 
unity and the oneness of mankind, he 
questioned whether it would be 
reached by principle or expediency. 
Expediency has thus far been the 
most influential argument. He said 
that permanent and enduring change 
will come only through the transla
tion of democratic and religious 
ideals into practical activities. What 
is needed, he asserted, "is a con
sistent application of principle by 
people of principle with a consistent 
and intelligent plan of action." Re
sistence may be great but the cause 
is greater." 

An amusing incident occurred 
while Dr. Wesley was talking. The 
operator of the tape recording ma
chine, on which the talk was being 
recorded, accidentally reversed the 
switch, and suddenly Dr. Wesley's 
voice came booming forth from the 
machine with the words he had just 
finished. He stopped abruptly, and 
when he realized what had happened 
made the humorous observation that 
"they say that your words will come 
back to you", at which there was 
general laughter. Then he added, 
"but this was sooner than I had ex
pected." 

RuJ:tiyyih J~.l)anum had chosen to 
speak on "A World Crusade". She 
spoke at first directly to the com
ments of Dr. Wesley, and stressed 
the essential importance of the prin
ciple of oneness to the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah. She then announced that 
the Baha'is are undertaking a spe
cific program to diffuse the teach
ings of one God one people, and 
one religion to all parts of the planet . 
She presented the broad outlines of 
the ten year Crusade to reach prac
tically all people and remote cor
ners of the world. She closed with 
the invitation to all to join this vast 
spiritual crusade, or if not, to wish 
us well. Certainly Ruryiyyih Kha.num 
herself impressed the large gather-



ing more than any word: tha t ,,. re 
·poken. Ev ryon wa touch d by 
th ·pirit which fl w d through h r. 
b. h r dignit , implicit and can
dor, and v n mor by thos ind fin
abl qualiti of a clfl : Baha 'i, 
and ach kn w that he had :p nt a 
moment with a rar oul. 

The fourth public m ting on th , 
th me of "Th Human Goal" wa. 
h Id the clo ing v ning of Jubilee 
w ek Wedn da , May 6, at M -
dinah Temple. Mr. orman Cou in 
and Dr. W. K nneth Christian shar d 
th platform and Mr. H. Borrah Ka
, , lin wa chairman. 

Mr. orman Cou in i - a w 11-
known writer and 1 ctur r . He i: 
editor of The Saturday Re iew 

m rica oldest lit rary mag:izin , 
and h is pre ident of the United 
World Federali ts. Hi mo · t rec nt 
book Who Speaks for Man? i cur
rently receiving wid pread notice . 
Mr. Cousins' ubj ct wa "A e,v 
Moral Order". Hi fri ndly manner 
and informal tyl imm diately won 
hi audience, wh n h aid he wa. 
cared becau e he wa ''in the pres
nc of peopl who liv out th 

thing I ha.ve b n talking about, " 
and he was "glad to know you''. H 
ref rred to hi inclu ion of quotations 
from the Faith in hi lat t book be
cau it stres ' int gration as op
po d to compartmentalization of 
mankind,' and it talk of th ' unit 
of the whole man: conomical m an, 
political man and ocial man. ' H 
.., tat d that the cri is of mod rn man 
i - on of human d tiny, on of unity 

r us fragmentation and di integra
tion . H spok of th compartmental
ization of lif a th dis a of our 
ag , and of the limitation of educa
tion, whether r ligiou or academic 
to pr par m n for the modern cri-
i , for the moral greatne r quir d 

for th broad appr ciation of our f 1-
low men everywh r . H recount d 
vividl hi experi nc and impre -
: ion at Lo Alamo , vi wing th 
1 ctronic brain vi iting a horribl 

scarred victim of th atom bomb at 
Hiro hima Japan; eing the refu
g e in Korea· and b ing at a ceme
t ry for Am rican oldier in Kor a. 
Hi analyses of th fundamental ill 
of thi age prang from hi critical 
xamination of th de p meanings 

of the e event in th total question 
of human de tiny. H a k d, could 
th d formed figur of th atom 
bomb victim and the pitiful plight 
of the refugee be th fac of to-
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Group of Per. ian Baha'i . 

m orro,..,··. man? Th • prob] m he 
cla im d to b on f "conn cting 
up '', conn tin up with -st rday, 
today and tomorr • • nn 'Ctin up 
fi r · t of 11 with th on n . of m an . 
W n build on th r rni ion of 

on n f m a n , a s pir i f uni-
v r : ity " and a "rul of Jaw in a r -
.·pon ible world gov rn m nt. ' Man 
n d fai th , gov rn m nt , law a nd 
ord r. Th qu tion, h ontinu d. 
is what kind of quaJiti , . human and 
~ piritual will b brought t b ar on 
th creation of world rd r? M n 
hav er ated war and d 
and th y can now a moral 
and ju: t p a 

Dr. W. K nn th 
on " R ligion for a o i ty" . 
H r view d som of th bas ic t n ts 
of th Baha'i Faith, s tr ss ing th , 

iv rev lations of God '· Will 
onenes of mankind. "Di -

unity i • th di a · f our civiliza
tion' ' he a erted and " w cannot 
ha an nduring and p a ful world 
soci t without th spiritual founda
tion of a world faith. "If a world 
gov rnm nt w re • t up and read 
to tart tomorrow, what thic would 
knit tog th r th action · of th peo
ple? ' he asked. "What would sup
ply th world loyalty to upport a 
\) orld gov rnment? ' H d cl a red 
that onl a 'world religion can me t 
the ba ic need to support and firmly 
knit together the billion of p opl 

on this plan t." "The Bahi1 · 1 Faith 
provid a s tandard of morality and 
human rights abov onv ni n ' and 
p liti al pr ssur . Baha'u 'llah stand 
a • th ns i n of humanity in 
thi s a g ." H all s m n to •• nit of 
fa ith a s rightful qual : in th King
dom of od. '' 

It is int r 's ting to th e Baha "i to 
no t th unanimit. f bas , id a . 
a mong our thr gu t 
. P ak rs. Though diff ring mark di 
in a ppr a h ach tr ss d that the 
ess n f th prob! m of thi • ag 
and th urg nt n d for h world of 
tomorrow i : th on n ss of mankind 
and w rid gov rnm nt, d mon . trat
ing so ·1 arl that th humanitarian 
and ·piritual principl s nun iat d 
d cad •s ago by Baha'u'llah ar now 
v1 w d by .a world un on ci us of 
th ir ourc a · fundam ntal v riti • 
of our tim . Though n h man an
al z d th ri is of :o i ty today , 
non could provid tr an: w •r: a s 
to th sourc of th po,-.: •r to r aliz 
th aim ·, nor ou]d th y d fin 
th chara t r of th goa l of human 
d tiny or tell by what m an: it 

ould b a chi v d. Th Baha'i 
P .ak r , on the oth r hand, " r 

abl not nly to d crib th di a 
of oci ty but could and did d al 
quit full with th h alin 
of th world r ligion giv n 
thi. ra by Baha'u'llah. 

- FA"lR KH foAS 
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omc of the Baha'i who volunteered to pionee1·. 
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Jubilee Publicity 

·Abdu'l-Baha, peaking of the day 
when the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar at Wil
mette would b compl ted, said; "A 
mo t wonderful and thrilling motion 
wil) appear in the world of exist
ence.'' 

That time ha· arrived, and tha 
prophecy i b ing fulfilled on all 

ides, but nowhere more o than in 
the field of radio and pre . Even 
b fore the actual date of the Baha'i 
T mple dedication on May 2 it was 
apparent that avenue of publicity 
never before availabl were opening 
to Baha'i throughout the width and 
breadth of th nation. 

"Whereas befor , our editor· hav 
not been v ry nthu ia tic about 
Baha'i new , la t week one of them 
called and a ·k d us for a feature 
tory a bout th Bah a i and th 

Baha'i Faith"-i • typical of the re
port which ha v been coming in 
for everal month· from local Baha'i 
communitie . 

Jubilee headline in paper from 
variou part of the country, attest 
th ame fact. On gloriou banner 
str tch d aero • fiv column in the 
Philadelphia Independent of May 2 

proclaims in bold 1 tters: ··Shoghi 
Effendi Call for Spiritual Conquest 
of Entir African Continent by the 
Baha i ,. 

ot only the numb r of news 
~torie appearing in the press and 
over radio and tel vi ion, and th 
generou headlin s and pictures they 
carry, but the general quality of the· 
article , the attitude of the writer 
and editors, the ympathetic treat
ment of the news, and the re pect 
they ·how for the Faith, all con ti
tute ··A mo t wonderful and thrilling 
motion" appearing in th world. 

And in the world it i , for new ~ 
articles and information provided by 
th Baha'i Centenary N ws Servic 
thi • year have gon far and wid 
through such ag ncies as the A· oci
a ted Pres , United Pr , Univer al 
£ rev sr el and ewsu;eek magazine, 
Cappers Weekly as well a through 
the for ign corre pond nt and pe
cial writer for for ign paper ta-
ioned in this country who ha been 

receiving our new r lea ·e reg
ularly. To date 397 citie and 575 

repre • nt d in th 
clipping rec iv d. Among the for-
'ign corre pond nt ar repre ·enta-
tiv of paper and pr s ervice 
in Au ·tralia, Sw d n and Germany. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

ASSOCIATED PRESS-Featur 
story b Edward S. Kitch, appearing 
in mo t case with picture two or 
three column wid . To dat , AP 
clippings hav been received from 
110 n w papers, including such lead-

r a· th Washington Post, Cincin
nati Enquirer Louisville Courier
Journal Cleveland Plain Dealer De
troit ews, St. Louis Globe-Demo
crat, Rochester Democrat and 
Chronicle Minneapolis Star Buffalo 
Courier-Express, Seattle Times Des 
Moines Register Tulsa Daily World, 
Oklahom.a City Times and Oklaho-
1nan Linw ews, Toledo Times. 

' Corpus Christi Caller Times, Logans-
port Pres , Muncie Star and Boston 
Ad ertiser. 

UNITED PRESS-Article in 22 
n w papers received to date, includ
ing Indianapolis Times Kansas City 
Kansan Harrisburg Patroit News, 
Boise Statesman and Albuquerque 
Tribune. 

I TER ATIO AL EWS SER -
ICE-Story in 6 paper received to 
date, including Akron Beacon-Jour
nal, Detroit Times and Worce ter, 
Mass. Gazette. 

CE TRAL PRESS-F ature arti
cle with picture of Baha 'i Temple, b 
John F. Sembower, in 10 papers re
ceived to date, including Muskegon, 
Mich. Chronicle Belleville , Ill.. 
News-Democrat, Urbana, Ohio Citi
zen and Arlington, Va. Daily Sun. 

ASSOCIATED EGRO PRESS-
S rie of article , writt n by Mrs. 
Mattie Smith-Colon app aring in var
ious paper . 

EWSPAPERS OF THE CHICA
GO AREA-Continuou coverage of 
the Centenary events, with articles, 
intervi ws picture~ app aring 
throughout th ight day . Chicago 
Daily ews and Chicago Tribune 
printed full interviews aft r pres· 
conf rence with Ru}:ii yih Khanum; 
Chicago Tribune featured the Baha'i 
T mple in color on th front page of 
it Sunday picture section, and car
ried an articl by Charl Collin · 
with accompanying picture in th 
Grafi Magazine both on May 3; 
Wilmette Life and Winnetka Talk 
featured the Baha i T mpl and th 
Baha'i Faith on front cov rs and 
throughout the paper, during th 
w k of th Jubilee celebration; all 
pap r of the Chicago ar a printed 
n w tories and pictur : and th 

hicago Daily ews carried an di-



tori al comm nding th Baha'i for 
th ir ffort toward world p ac . 
Th Milwauk , Wiscon in pap r:· 
co rag during th ight day and 
inc , has been out landing. 

EWSREEL-Univ rsal w r el 
pictur s featuring th d dica tion of 
th Baha'i T mpl . showing xt nor 
and int rior view , and a group of 
Baha'i a cending th steps. ha: 
b n howing in th at rs thr ughout 
th ountry. It has an xc 11 nt 
~c ript accompanim nt, and the word 
Baha'i is pronounc d corr ctl , and 
di tinctly. Th n w r 1 i • being di ·
s tri but d by Univ r al-Int rnational 
film xchang in 31 citi of th 

nited State , and in 38 countri : 
and t rritorie ov r a . 

RADIO-Inquiri . ab ut th Baha'i 
Faith are coming from Ii tener to 
the erie of 13 int rnational Baha'i 
broad ca t b ing beam d ov r 
WRUL (Boston) by the World Wid 
Broadcasting Corp. to Europ and 
the ear Ea t on one wav l ngth. 
and to La tin America on anoth r. 
Th eries concludes in July. First 
broadcast of the erie wa devot d 
to the Centenary c 1 bration and the 
Temple dedication, and other refer 
to the Intercontin ntal conference. 
of thi Holy Year. Radio station 
throughout the country, also hav 
pr ented Baha'i programs r lated 
to the Jubilee and the Temple dedi
cation. Some citi . hav had a: 
many a 20 radio program thi y ar. 
In the Chicago area, two radio in
t rview were pres nted over local 
station during the Jubil e period. 

TELEVISIO -Fifty TV station 
ace pted a Baha'i Templ dedica
tion film- hort for howing during 
th Centenary period or b for , and 
other TV tation pr nted oth r 
ver ion in film of the Temple and 
it d dication. 

SPECIAL-A booklet picturing the 
Baha'i Temple on it cover, and car
rying an articl about it, was dis
tribut d by three major railroad to 
pa~ engers arriving in Chicago at 
th time of the Cent nary. The rail
roads distributing it wer the Rock 
I land, the Chicago Milwauk e and 

t. Paul and th Sant Fe. 
BAHA i CENTE ARY EWS SERVICE 

Jubilee World Broadcast 

A series of thirt n Baha i script 
b ginning April 1953 have b n 
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TY and Moving Picture Photograph rs took many Temple views. 

broadcast weekly ov r World Wid, 
Broadcasting Company fr m tation 
WR L , Bo ton, to Latin Am rica, 
Eur p and th ar East, a an 
int rnational Baha'i s •r i carried 
out by C nt nary \\': S rvi e Com
mitt C. 

Th ubj ct and 2.uthors ar : 
A World R ligion, Mrs. ynthia 

OJ on 
A World Unit d Through W rld 

Faith, William ars 
Th Baha'i Hou of Worship, Hor

ac Holl 
Tw Roads W Fa •, Dr. Wm. 

K nn th Chri tian 
Th Promi ed On of All R ligion:, 

William S ar 
R ligion R turns, Mrs. Dorothy 

Bakr 
World Religion and th Law of 

Lov , William ar 
Baha'i Youth t W rld Y uth, 

Dwight All n 
w Lif for th World, William 

ar 
ni er al R ligion, Olivia K 1-
y 
ew Interpr tation of Hi tory, 

William Sear 
H Has Corn to th a tion , Mar-

zi h Gail 
A World Spiritual Cru ade I 
Launch d, Ru}:l.i yih Khanum. 

Photograph and Sound 
Recordings 

mad w ll in advanc 
c 1 brations t pro

vid ·uita bl r cord. both f r Baha'i 
history and f r di. tributi n to b -
Ji v rs d .·iring th m for t a hing 
purpo: :. 

Th d lib ration Con-
ntion and th onf r n 

·t n graphically r cord d and copi 
mad for th Guardian and th 
ti nal piritual A • mbl . Pa 
from th s tran cripts hav 
u d in th pr sent Jubil 
bo k and oth r • will in 
Bahci i N ws from tim to tim . 

To Mr. Clarenc W lch wa - a ·
:ign d th proj ct of pr du ing a 
motion pi tur and sound r cording 
of th T mpl dedication. 

To th Audio-Visual Edu ation 
om.mitt wa • a ·sign d th photo-

graphi cov rag of all oth r Jub1l 
nt . 

An announc m nt will b 
in Baha i News wh n th r cord 
ar availabl and th fri nd will 
b inform d of th condition und r 
whi h th ma b obtain d. 
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V. THE PLAN OF ACTION 

THE WORLD CRUSADE 
in the Western Hemisphere 

Beloved Friend : 
The Baha i Jubilee in America 

brought to a sublimely dramatic cli
max the efforts of the Baha is of the 
United States , Canada, Central 
America and South America from 
the first beginnings of the Baha'i 
community in the western world. 
Seeds planted and cultivated by 
'Abdu'l-Baha came to rich spiritual 
harvest. 

Jubilee however, exi ts not only 
as inspiring experience and cherish
ed memory-its essential meaning 
is that of a ship that has been launch
ed. We begin our greatest Baha'i 
mission, our gaze i onward to the 
goals set by Shoghi Effendi, and our 
resolve is concentrated on work for 
the success of the World Crusade. 
What has been done in the past was 
as the fashioning of a tool. It is for 
u~ now to employ that tool in the 
accomplishment of the Ten Year 
Plan. 

The consultation held by the four 
Assemblies of the Western Hemis
phere marked the first step in aware
ness of the new responsibility laid 
upon the administrative institutions. 
The gloriou arising of so many 
pioneers who offered to serve in un
occupied areas marked even more 
powerfully the respon e of the in
dividual soul to the resounding call 
of God. 

To act in the projects of the World 
Crusade assigned to America, a 

Western Hemisphere Teaching Com
mittee ha been appointed , its field 
of action lying outside continental 
United States. In close and cordial 
collaboration with the Baha'i of 
Canada and Latin America this Com
mittee takes up its work in th first 
and mo t crucial year of the 
Cru ade. 

Since the series of Intercontinental 
Teaching Conferences called by the 
Guardian deals with the World Cru
sade in terms of four areas, there 
have likewise been appointed a 
European Teaching Committee, an 
Africa Teaching Committee, and an 
Asia Teaching Committee. The Cru
sade projects for teaching within con
tinental United States are conducted 
by an American National Teaching 
Committee reinforced by twelve 
Area Teaching Committees, while 
special and intensive teaching work 
with minorities within continental 
United States is assigned to a new 
Committee for Teaching Among In
dians and a new Committee for 
Teaching Among Negroes. This is the 
spiritual realm in which we have 
been least ffective, and a realm in 
which we can no longer afford to fail. 

The urgency of the World Crusade 
gathers all Baha'i activity collective 
and personal, teaching and admin
istrative into an indissoluble unity 
of effort and purpose. The Crusad 
b a new and higher realm of the 
Faith, and this new realm call for 

the utmost, the final degree of devo
tion and sacrifice from every Bah'i. 

For ten years-unquestionably the 
most crucial period in human exist
ence-Baha' is will be subject to the 
demands of successive urgencies. 
The torrent runs swift and deep. 
There is no foothold for those who 
would like to stand still. 

This year the urgency consists in 
locating at least one pioneer in each 
of the one hundred thirty-one un
occupied areas of the world. Of the 
one hundred fifty more or less who 
volunteered to pioneer at the Con
ference, a certain number handed 
in their names to the representative 
of some one of the other three par
ticipating National Spiritual Assem
blies. Every believer whose name 
has been received by the National 
Assembly of the United States has 
received a welcome and provided 
with a pioneer questionnaire calling 
for essential data. According to the 
expressed preference or particular 
ability of each, they have been re
ferred to the proper Committee for 
development of a project. 

The records show that as of late 
June thirty-two pioneers are in proc
ess for territories in Western Hemis
phere, seventeen for Europe, twenty
six for Africa, and eighteen for Asia. 
Ir.. addition to these some twenty
seven believers have volunteered 
since the June meeting of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

To show the urgency-the Guard
ian wishes a cable announcing th 
date each pioneer arrives at his post. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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