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ORT RECONSTRUCTION FUND 
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ussi , nd the tho ht th t his visit ill no onl"· aid 

the oause o the CR ir. erl , but lso the use o he 
int Drive in the suocess of which he ~uropean of ice 

expre se wh interest and concern. 

Trusting th t the i r. tio con
tained herein will be both info tive and service ble, 
I am, 

~1noerel ours, 
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ORT - KOr.{ZET AGREEMENT APPROACHES 

Negotiatioru;carried by the European ORT, the Russian ORT and Komzet are rapidly 

_.BPl>roa.ching n solution which will fully legalize the ORT in Russia, a_ccording to 

cables n.nd advices received at the office of the ORT Reconstruction fund in Nevi Yo:d -~ 

City. Theso advices como from the Central Board of tho European ORT throu~h Pr. 

Singolowsky and A. Weinstein, the mandatory delegate uf tho Central Board in tho 

Ukraine. Dr. Henry Moskowitz, Chairman of the Executive Corunittce of tho ORT 

Reconstruction Fund, is now on his way to Russin to examine and supervise the ORT 

activities and the expenditure or $501 000.which has recently boen allotted to tho 

work in Russia. 

The most recent dispatch from Delegate fcinstoin, a tolegrrun. from Odessa to tho 

Borlin office or the ORT, advises of an agreement roached vnth the Konzot confirming 

his mandate as a dolegnto of European ORT to conduct ORT activities in the Ukraine, 

and invostinr, .-him with veto power in the expenditure of the various sums of noncy 

allottod to tho Russian work by the Europea~ erganization. 

Tho distribution of the sum of $10,000. which had been recently allot tod to tho 

Odossa work, oxponditure of which was awo.iting agrocmont between the ORT and tho 

Russian group, has boon expended in tho following manner: 

1. Beed lonns to colonists who nave su.ffcrod .from a ba.d hnrvost to onnblo them 

to sow winter corn ....•....•••.•••.. $20001 

2. Additionnl loans to colonists to cnnblc then to finish tho building of houses 

•.••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• $1500. 

3. Loans for tho purposo of finishing buildings which woro begun carlior in the 

year through funds allotted by the JDC•••••••••• 2000. 

4. Establishment of funds for special agricultural mo~suros to reliovo conditionG 

of fnrr.tlng groups which have suffered from a bad harvest •••..•••• $3000. 

5. Allottmont for trade training in the Odessa District.~•••••••••••$1500. 

Tho seed loans will benefit 225 frunilios in tho regions \ of Sofievka, Pokrostcv. 

Mona.stytiahoy. Odessa, Tirnspol, Kanakeljevka, Kritopol• Vinn~tzka and Zebrikov. 

Durin tho prosont building season tho ORT has beon ablo ~o begin 80 settlers• 
I 

housos with tho ohlp or tho JDC. Tho ORT had 20.soo rubles nvaifablo for this 

sum from the JDC. could not bo p~id until Octobor• the ORT assigned n further sum of 

4000 rubles, thus nvoidin , for tho prosont, tho danger of a sholtarless wintor for 

a large nu~bor of coloniGts. 



.. 
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In his letter to European ORT, Delegate Weinstein writes: "Yfe have ta.ken 

notice of your desire that you would like the SlllilS assigned to be used as soon us 

possible. I ru:1 hoping that further subsidies will be 6iven n.nd thnt our work will 

not be interrupted. I would be 6lad to receive fron you precise pronises on this 

subject. You can readily see fror.1 the sm;is allotted that we hnve tn.ken into consid

eration only the wants of a part of the artisans n.nd settlers, but could not do any

thing to pro1:1ote agriculture in sone of the snaller towns, and help the older colo

n1 ~ tc in the Odessa district. The needs of the settlers huve been rauch nore acute, 

but if I were in n possession of greater suns, I vvould be able to enlarge the dor.iain 

of our work to include the agriculturists in tho snaller towns, who hnvo undoubtedly 

the sar.te rights to socinl attention and help as those which have recioved our aid 

recently~. 

The Ar.10ricnn Reconstruction Fund office is n.d7ised of the fact that the ~50,000. 

which hn.ve recently been assigned to this rogion will be spent vn.th the loust possi

ble delay. All arrn.nger.1ents for the v-isi t of Dr. Moskowitz to Russia have been 

nade and Dr. Moskowitz leaves Berlin on the 16th of' September for Moscov1 and for the 

Ukraine, where ho ,vill personally give his attention to the distribution of tho .fund 

and nuko o. thorou~h research of tho noeds in thut rc6ion. 

J 

The Europenn office furthor advisos the liLlorican Fund of' its intention to of'fo ct 

u thorough working ugrceraont vrl. th tho Soviet Governncnt, and, in order to off'ect 

this, plan to establish a brnncl: of tho Reconstruction Fun~ in Russin. with a c~pital 

of (;,250,000. to be paid in during tho next throe years. Tho plan o.lso includes sub-. . 

sidies for technical schools and ugrononical institutions of ~? 6000. monthly. It is 

felt tho.t the arrival of Dr. Moskovritz in Russin vrill strengthen tho po~ition of tho 

ORT, and establish groutor assurance of continued activities by the ORT. A Grout 

doa.1 dcponds, however, according to Dr. Singolowsky, upon the ability of tho ORT of 

Ar.1orica and Europe to continuo to supply tho workin~ conti.i ttoes in Russia with funds 

for their spocio.1 tu~ks. 

00000000000000 



ORT RECONSTRUCTION FUND 
103 PARK AVE., NEW YORK 

DR. HENRY MOSKOWITZ CO[PLETES INSPECTION OF ORT WORK IN 

BESSARABIA AND POLA.ND 

Dr. Henry Mosk~Nitz, Chairmnn of the ORT Reconstruction Fund Executive 

Connnittee of America has just completed n tour of inspection of the institutions 

maintained by the ORT in Bessnrabia and Poland and has revievved the conditions 

of the Jews of these two nations. 

In a cablegram received e.t the New York office of the ORT nt 

103 Park Avenue, Dr. Moskowitz says: 

"Have just completed inspeotion of ORT work in Bessnrabia und 

Poland and have found trade schools excellently conducted, but 

badly overcrowded nnd lacking equipment. The teachers nre 

exceptionally devoted and many of them have gone without salary 

for months. In Bessarabia the crops of the farm colonies have 

failed with resultant hunger and disease. l feel that there are 

very excellent possibilities for agricultural work in this region. 

In Poland economic crisis has hit the Jews generally, but has 

created a special havoc runong the artisans. I feel very strongly 

that Poland is n .f'ruitf'ul field for reconstruction work nnd that 

the lendership n.mong the Poland Jews is virile and effective. I 

strongly urge that a method be found of gnining financinl nssis

tnnoe for the trade schools, relief for the Bessnrnbia farmers and 

extention of credit for the artisans in Poland. Am leaving on the 

16th for Russin to review ORT work in Odessa and suporvise the 

expenditure of $50,000. which has just been allotted for this work". 

The ORT is an organization devoted to economic rehabilitation of 
Je,.•nsh life in Central nnd Eastern Europe. It is especially nctive in providing 
trade and technical training for children, the loaning of tools and machinery 
to artisans and the develQpnent of agricultural colonies and the establishment 
of Jews upon the land. 

80000000000000 
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HENRY MOSKOWITZ, Chairman 
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October 8th, 1925. 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 
East 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend: 

''fe are e;ra. teful for the spirit of 
cooperation you have shown the activities and 
program of ~he Ort and your consistent friend
liness toward our efforts in America. May we 
not ask your earnest consideration of t he en
closed memorandum? 

The projec ed campaign of t he Joint 
Distribution Committ ee has all but called a halt 
to the ef orts of the Ort to create a fund in 
.Ame ica which would insure its permanent activi
ties in the reconstruction of Jewish life in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 

When the J. D. c. announced its cam
paign, the Ort had succeeded in raisinr approx
imately 300.000.00 in cash; it has pledges from 
important cities in America for an additional 

500.000.00. These pledges are made by responsi
ble groups, and approved, in most instances, by 
looal Federations of Charities • .Among the cities 
are Chicago, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati, Denver, Roches t er, Omaha, Sioux City, 
Oakland, Newark, Wilkes Barre , Al l entown, Albany, 
Atlanta, Memphis, New Orleans, Nashville, Milwaukee, 
and San Prancisco. 

With the announcement of the J. D. C. 
plans, there seems to be a tendency to believ that 
the problems of the Ort will be provided for, and 
that it is , therefore , unnecessary to further con
sider t he pledges which have been made to the Ort, 
despite the fact that the European needs which 
inspi ad the pledges are more pressing now than 
ever. 



The announcement of the J.D.C. campaign has not relieved 
the ORT of its responsibilities in CBntral and Eastern Europe; it has 
not remove the need for the maintenance of the institutions through 
which the OR is lightening the opp.essions of our people overseas; 
it has not cancelled the pledges made by the Ort in connection with 
important and necessary tasks it initjated, nor its obligations to 
the hundreds of ~housands of Jews who are daily appealing for the aid 
which the Ort is expected to provide. 

The memorandum attached hereto outlines the work o~ the 
Or and its nesd for a permanent revolving fund to insure its work. 
Wed nvt doubt that the J.D.C. will subvent certain function o the 
Ort int e f uture and we hope , mo3t fervently, that the efforts of 
tho J.D . C. will meet with the unqualified success the cause so richly 
de~erves. Our problem i~ one of the immediate present. Improving the 
conditions with which we are dealing cannot be deferred. Each day of 
postponement means ad ed Guf fering an prtv tion, and increases the 
thre t to the institutions wh·ch have been established and which are 
functioning for the betterment of Je~ish life. The factor of time is 
of great importance and there can be no let-up in our continuing to 
serve, in a permanent capacity, reshaping the distortions which have 
become Jewi~h life in Central and Eastern Europs. To do so we must 
complete our fund. 

Please help us in this emergency. We a k your aid in 
bringing about the redemption of the pledge in y~ur City. We would 
be grateful for word from you , at the very earliest occasion, out
lining the possibilities, as well as your views. 

Sincerely yours , 

~6 
LOUIS B. BOUDIN 

Acting Chairman Executive Committee 
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MEMORANDUM 

PURR)SES * AD11INI STRATI ON * ACTIVITIES * NEZDS 

PURPOSES 

The Reconstruction Fund of the ORT vrn.s orE;anized in iunerica 
in November of 1924 for the purpose of raising One Million Dollars 
to carry on the activities listed immediately below. Ori _inally, 
,1so,ooo. of this fund was to be raised in .America; $250,000. in 
Europe. Of the former sum, approximately $300,000. has already 

,-

been raised, while the funds collected in Europe are about $125,000. 

The fund was to be divided as follows:--

1. $250,000. to be applied: 

(a) to schools for technical training and industrial 
education of children to prepare them as artisans 
in trades best suited to their inclinations. 

(b) trade training of artisans. 

2. $150,000. to form a revolving fund for the purposes of:-

(a) developing new agricultural colonies. 
(b) extending and aidin~ old a~ricultural colonies. 
(c) the loaning of farming implements, live stock, seed, 

building and other material needs to Jewish farmers. 
(d) the loaning of tools and machinery to artisans. 
(e) development of co-operative tool supply agencies and 

stations for the louning of a~ricultural implcnents. 

For the above purposes, there has been or~anized a Linitcd 
Reconstruction Fund in London, consisting or fifty representatives, 
allotted to various nations of the v.rorld. On this council are 15 
Am~rican represent~tives. The finances of the Reconstruction Fund 
are controlled by this council of f ifty. 

ACT1'ITTIES 

The ORT has been an active a~ency for tho dovelopnent of 
technical trade and a~ricultural enterprise nnong th0 Jew since 
the early 'eighties of the last century, when it v,as or~nnized in 
Russia. Its most intensiv0 work has been carried on during the 
last soven years. In the years 1920-1925, tho ORT expended appro
ximately One Million Dollars in its reconstruction of Jewish 
Economic life. Its activities during these years have consisted of 
the following: 
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1. RUSSIA 

(a) Aiding in the establishment of the Jcvt>on the 
land. 

(b) Trainin~ them as farmers. 
(c) Supcrvisin~, through trained agronomists, their 

application to the land. 
( d) Providin too~.s and machinery and oth...,r farr.1 

needs. 
(e) ~idin~ in the 0stablishment of new colonies. 
(f) Trade training in technical schools for children. 
(g) Trade trainin in technical schools for artisans. 
(h) Relief v ork during periods of drau hts and famine. 

The ORT work in Russia has been confined principally to the 
Ukraine and ~bite Russia. The ORT has helped establish twelve new 
colonies in the Odessa re~ion of the Ukraine during the last year, 
and has expended the :·um of $100,000. for this vrnrk:. This sum in
cludes an allotment of $50,000. nhich hP.s recently been voted to the 
Odessa work, the application of which is now being supervised by 
Dr. Henry 11oskowi tz. It is negotiatinis an a~reement with the Soviet 
requiring tho establishment of a permanent revolving fund of $250,000. 
It is workin in collaboration i.rl. th both the Agro-Joint and the Odessa 
ORT. Its field in Russia is extensive--its needs vory hu~e. 

2. POLAND 

The ORT work in Poland has confined itself lar ely to trade 
schools for children and the truining of artisans. There have been 
no possibili tics for ao;ricultural d,.:Nclopment in Poland, -.nd such 
activities as have been c1rriod on 1;ore li .utod solely to gardenin 
in fruits and produce. A substantial bit of wor:,, however, has been 
done in this 1"ield. 

Durin, this period of activity in Poland, the ORT has prepared 
thousands oi' artisans for trades. It hus t~kon the business nan, 
the vendor of small wares and tho pro~ossional who, bccauso of 
oppro sive economic conditions, vrero deniod their normal means of 
livelihood, and h s anned then with industrial training to enable 
them to e '1rn their livelihood as workors. It ho.s done this for r.mny 
thousanes of children and h~s i,en an opportunity to th0s0, tho 
majority orph'1ns, to enter into lii'c with 11 moro fruit.f.'ul existence 
in prospect than th~t of their paronts. 

Of all the n~tions of Europe in which tho needs of the Jew cry 
loudest, Poland stands foremost. Ever incre~sing indignities have 
been heaped upon them, and efforts made to close every possible 
avenue of life to them. Business discriminn.tions, unf'air taxation, 
~overnmcnt monopoly, government favoritism to Polish artisans -- all 
of thcso h1.ve conspired to reduce the Jew to what is possibly the 
lowest level of life in all of Europa. 
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Great as the needs in the past have been, thoy multiply with each diy. 
It is supremely essential that ~t least 100 addition~l trade schools be 
opened in order to counteract tho insidious influence embodied in a series 
of lavrn in the process o.-~ adoption, aiming to deny the Jcvrish arti sun the 
right to work. Demn.nds arc bci.n. nnde for theorc ~icul education and un
less this is supplied., several hundred thousand Jovrish ... rtis'1.ns will short
ly find th0mselvcs without the right to i.·.rork. 

The O T has boon t~w one :Jconomic hope to tho Poli '"'h Jew -- it mu"'t 
inm10din.-~oly raise the sum of $75 ,000. vri th which to open the nm, schools . 
It needs more thousands for the mo.intcnn.nce and physicrtl inprover.1.ent of 
old schools . In addition there is a grDat shorta~e of tools, with out 
which tho artisan cannot earn his livelihood. Fund~ f or this, too , must 
be supplio d. 

3. }{OUMAfJill. 

In Roumania thousands of Jewish .fru:tilios have been reduced to economic 
impotence. The past two years have b0cn a succession of crop failures 
runon~ the Jewish farmers in Bessarabiu. ~very penny of ORT funds which 
could possibly be spared from other needs has been applied., yet bar~ly a 
dent ha.s boon made . There arc at present five thousand Jewish fa.mi.lies 
,;rho a.re starving in the midst of a s)rics of opidc:r.1.ics which huvo follo od 
tho poor h~rvcsts. 

Added to this, is the over present 1:1.cnn.co that tho rrovorru:wnt will 
take away the ln.nd from the Jo,.vish farmers. Tho land was ori inally 
~ivon thJ f~rmors under certain conditions, and t10 ..,ovornr.icnt demands tho 
sum of $25 .00 for oa.ch f· rm of approximatoly 15 acr:,s. Tho price in it
self is very small, but ~25 .00 is a lur~o sum to OQch Bossnr~biun f~rmor . 
The ORT must immediately n.pply tho sun of •'~12 ,500. for this purpose alone , 
nd noeds a.n additional 015 1 000. to tide tho f~rmcrs over their period of 

sta.rvution. 

4. CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 

In Czccho-Slovnkiu tho ri:,ov~rnr:cnt is ready to help our pJoplo S,Jttle 
on tho ln.nd on a p,Jrnn.nont basis. All th".t is o.skod fron us is to r1.iso 
(;50 .,000 . ., which i:;ur:i is to be ropnid Yri.thin n pJriod of five yo"rs. The 
Hypothokron Bank, n ~ovorm:1.ont in ... titution, uur1ntccrn the repayr:1.ent of 
this sun. This wrill solve tho problon of at least 25,000 Je·lish ,ouls 
and it is on.., of the ~ro(1t efforts vrhich tho ORT is rmkin at present . 

5. LITHU.'\NIA & LATVIA 

The needs of Lithuania ann L~tvia nro just ns ~ro~t . In those l~tter 
nations, the no,Jd cnn bo sunmod up in one v ord "schools". For every 
ten ::ipplicati ons m'\dc by chi ldron ::ind grmmups to ontor "'chools ·whore they 

• 
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vrill lcn.rn tr ... dos, only one c:-tn be c.ccoptcd. This condition is 'lloo tru., 
of Pol 'lnd nncl C zocho-Slov'lkia n.nd Russi -:1. i any thou:P.nds of 'lpplic'lnts 
nro rwni tinp; nn opportunity to enter into schools v.r!icrc they mrty find ~ 
nolution to the oppressive economic problen. 

SUI:Ii:l\RY 

Tho for going rcprosonts but a part of tho problem of tho ORT. 1'lny 
thous-:i.nds of Jews ·.rho uro involved look to tho ORT for u solution to their 
problon. The ORT has plcdq;ed i tsclf to untirin_:, efforts in their bohnlf, 
but can do absolutely nothing without the conplotion of its r ,Jvolving 
fund. The needs aro pressing und inracdi'ltc. Each day of dolny brings 
added niscry to lives ulroady h)n.vily burdened . 

:Europe is ho lpi n~ . OR 1' cn.r.1pa.i gns arc nov1 in proP'rcss in Frc nee, 
Bcl6iu;:i., :Snr;land and Gcr::-,mny. In this 01-i::-r~cncy, f.J:iorican Jewry ,..hould 
nu.kc every cndcYtvor to rodccn tho pl0dp;cs r.1:1dc to pnrticipntc in the 
Rcbuildin~ of Jc Tish ~conomic life in Cantr~l nnd En.stern Europe through 
the ORT Reconstruction Fund. 

-
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DAVID M. BRESSLER 
JOSEPH C. HYMAN 
HON. HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
PAUL FELIX WARBURG 
MAX SENIOR 

It was atifying for me to hear the report 
of our represen tat ive, Dr . B. suro 1 tch , and also 
our Secretar y , ,Ir . I . ·::eintruub, that yo intend to 

inc l ude the Ort i n your present c p i • It is needl ss 

for e to t ell you how r.ruch I ppr eci ate your interest 
in our construct ive work for the Je s of "'aster n Europe 
a nd I ill be v ery thankf ul t o yo if you il l 1e t me 
kno when the mee ti o f yn a- c i t t ee is schedul ed 
to take place , f or the dist ·bution of funds , so that 

our re::pr s n ta ti ve, Dr . is o itch, c n be present . 

a in thank:i 
he r fran you, I remain 

BF 

you and anticipating to 

nry os o itz , h ir an , 
Bo d of Directors 
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Ky dear Dr. Sil'Yer: 

July 5, 1933 

HON. HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
PAUL FELIX WARBURG 
MAX SENIOR 

I have just received a report tran our Mr. M. eintraub 
who 1s our Cleveland representative of ORT informing us ot 
the succe8sful canpaign yru are now carrying on in Cleveland. 

I am Tar y grateful to you for your ef:t'arts to place the 
CBT among the other organizations in this caapaign and I am 
oonfident that you will succeed in raising the full quota 
ot 150 1000 as you have plamed. 

ishing you suocess, 

Very truly yours• 
PEOPLES ORI' FEDERATION 

/) 
/ 

Vledeok 1 President 
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A report of sin ul ':tr importn~o 7711s rocoivod by tho Peoples 

ORT Fader'l.tion, .Ancric :.:m br1.nch of tho World Ort, froo the Contrnl Ex~cutive, 

the Ort Vorbnnd, concerning the suacossful cnnstructi ve r.ch icvo::nnts in the 

various countries of E-:.stcrn and Contrul Eur ope. During 1932, despit-c the 

Tiorld aide econn~ic crisis, Ort wus not only nblo w naintuin tho nlr0udy 

established institutions, but r.as aiso Rble to ostnblish new ones. At this 

porticulnr no::ient, a gond de, 1 ot the Ort t1ork ia centralized about the 

Gc~&nn Ja-ish situation in w.~ i oh Ort is ablo to render valua ble relief to 

tho so r':>fugoos \7ho a.re loo<ltod in the countries neighboring Gor::iany, us 

woll .1J.S t.bose .T-Ow.g. wuo aro still in Gorr.10.ny, on a constructive basis. 

TEE OOT WCRK IN G:Emt\NY 

Today 'i?i tnossos no on:l of confusion c.nong tho Garman Je\"s. 

Young and old seok despFtratcly to obt ain Elilployr.nnt in industry and to learn 

a trado. The o ffices of tho Ort in Berlin ro-c thronged daily by hundreds 

upon hundreds of Jews Tihn do ::. iro to learn a tr-· .de• 

Alrc·_tdy in the short tin> the t ho.s alre t dy passed I Ort has 

done snr.Ething c oncret e \?i th regard to the situntien. 236 Gerrv.n Jews in 

Berlin ulrme ho.vo conpletod Ort coursos quo.lifying thon to obt·1ili cr.iplnync., t 

as chuuffours, tro.ctnr-dri ors P.nd painters. In tho lust fm Yloeks, nei7 

coa-scs h::ivo boon oponod for chn icrJ. 1n0rkors, iron 'i7 rkcrs, weavers o.nd 

other trades. All tho Ort C(Tini ttoc s in tho vl rious Qountrios of Eastern 

c.nd Contrc.1 Europe huvo 0poned spocial depur1ncnts to ussist the Gorno.n 

Jowish refugees in beconing industrialized. In Pc.ris, wo ne'i? trade enursos 

\7ore est· blished fnr tho rofugoos undor the suparvis inn of Mr. Leonerd 

R0sentho.l, Qhain:E.n ot the Ort Roconstruction Fund in ao.nco. 
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Recent yoers h ·. ve vrttnessed an onorgotic Ort r.iovenont to 

strengthen the pL cc of tho Jew in handicr 1-1ft c.nd industry in Lithu:1ni'l. 

Th:mks to tho pr '.cti c ·1 l "lnd untiril'lg off'nrts of Ort in Kov:::1.0, not only hns 

Ort succoodc in g ).1ining the syriputhy ··.nd constr~nt fir.nnc i n l support of 

the G0verrn0nt, but it h ·~::; also won ,.'\Ckn'"Yr1lodgcnor.t ~nd rt-cognition of 

J"cwish lc.b or rn:inng :::11 circlus nm cl.us sos of' the Li thui1niu.n populc.t ion. 

O~ly c fon d~ys ~go, Mr. Kiu;:.os, representative of the Lithun

nio.n Education Dcp;: rtnont, · !told th0 1'ollouing uddruss bof>or0 the Kovno Ort 

Technical and Tr, de Scho0l, on the occnsion of tho gonerul ex~inntion hold 

there: 

"LD.nt yo :.r, ·::hen Dr. ~on Sing,,lo,;sky 0rgo.nizod o. conference 

of individuals proninont in J"e':":ish ond LithuC!.Ilian nrg;:iniu.ti cns am circles, 

I expr ossed doubt c.s tn '".Jhc thcr tho J"miis nr..d Li thunI1inn p0pul~ tion could 

hc.rmoniously li vo together. But t'"ldP.y, I :--.n o!' the opinion th-it 'i10 cc.n 

hopefully look to the future of Lithunnic.n .. d J"or.iish cn"pcr :~tion. Y0ars 

c.go, undor the Tzc.rist Rusl:d::n rogino, TTO a.nd thl,,; J .. ms \ oro suppressed c.s 

ono. li.t thut t i !:ie, those tuo popul: tinns lived together flS ti,O br0ther 

nut ions• In recant ya&-s, our different interests h:1.vo sopnrutod ,,nd 

ulionntod us. Vfo h:"c·c s tudiad in difforcnt schools c.nd hA.vo had our oun 

particuler tr-,ublos. But understnnding thr t lo.bnr is tho nost socure 

t1othod 0f obt'linin t1 livelihood, tho Lithuanian end Jcr.• ish populo.tinn can 

once again hcvc n b3sis for n bot+.ar understanding. I sinccrc,ly extend to 

the students of the Ort school the nish th, t they aro stecessf'ul in their 

rmrk o.nd in their futur - r . ...._ Ji.ly lifo 1 'J·1hich ultin";..t0ly, is tho secure basis 

for the n~t1rn" • 

Dospi to the gl3llor :! l oc 0 :!lOOic depression, Ort hes opuned dur iing 

the first six n nths of U~33 nen c0ur~os fc'\r oloctrieians, nodistos, coreet 

ollkors und cutturs. Ne\": cr,tn"sos, to be oponcd soon for dyers, radio-nochD.nics, 

o.nd 01:hors, uro urx!cr :propor r..tinn. Tho course for olc,;etriduns und tho oloctr•)-
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~orkshop is of sp ooicl. significa~co for Kovno. 

:~ in tho cnse in the othor Ort centres, Jo1-1ish nen a.nd 11or.ion crowd 

tho offices of the Ort daily desiring to be placed in th~ trade and tochnical 

courses. 

TIE ORT IN POI..ui..NJ 

Throughout tho recent years in Foland!, tho Je~ish uorker, skilled 

and unskilled, gns uh?nys fuecd with ono great obstuclo: the c~~petition that 

they contended V7i th fra::i the Polish liOiicers who v,,ere en stantly being :provided 

for by the Govorn:Ent and private Polish organizn.tions. These Polish uoikers 

had th0 cdvantoge of being given uccoss to the most nodorn nachinery !md oquip

:raent supplied by the Polish governncnt nm pri vutc orgr-.nizations • This compc-

t iti on threw upon Ort tho granter burden of keeping up to date on its nethods 
trude 

and m~chincry. Yot, t<1day 1 int.he Ort/schools in Polr:md, despite the difficulties 

of fin:1nces, under which tbey 1ro forced to exist, there a.re 2200 stpdonts taking 

courses. In the Ort workshop in Warsow, there arc over 1000 J"eus working 'there 

nnd in Lodz, sovoral hundreds of 1oTis have completed tho Ort courses and nre now 

qualified -10Ikers. Daspito th.e fact tho.t tho instructors hnv'3 had to ~ork undor 

great difficulties !"l.Ild priv·"tion , the work in tho Ort trc.do schools o.ni .,.-;ork-

shops goes on with the sone tampo. 

At the end of J"une of this year, the students who hal conpleted the 

tochhicnl nnd tr,.,de cour sos in the Ort schools in rlarsaTI, Bialystok, Sarncy, 

Kre!lenotz, Rovno, Vladislovnk, Vilno. Gnl other cities, took tho conpuls0ry 

examino.tions required by the governnent. ~lthough those oxat1inations wore singu

larly difficult I al.l the Ort students re-.;onled a conpotent kno\ilcdge of tho tt 

particular tro.de, o.nd the ExAflining Board '7!lS forced to conf'or upon 'then Diplomu8 

qualifying then to seek employr.iont in their trr.dos. 

In this r.l!lnner is bolsterod up tho ranks of J'c';?ish wor mrs ond 

artisans by udc.ing to their nunbers yrung and quail fled J •wish woikera. 
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According to the report r~rrlor3d by the Ort representative in 

Moscoo, u.s.s.R., Mr. I. Zegolnitzky, Ort is very active in 11 the phases of 

techni~nl trainir..g, industrQlizntior;. 1 colonization and other c0nstructi ve ~ork. 

The rer,ort of Mr. Zogolni tzky gi vas in detail the uork that has 

beon done during the yo~x 1931-1932. A total of 196 factories und artels wore 

supplied uith I:'echinos, rar1 f.llil.torials, instructors, needlos I etc. Without the 

work or Ort• these ontcrprisos would not bnvo beon possible and the 35,000 

forl:l3rly declo.ssed Jov.s who v1ork in those factorios uncl nrtels, would now ~o 

without work urn bre2d. 

In the 30 ugriculturtl colonies nhich r-,:-t established in the 

Ukrninc o.nd in Criraoa, Ort has also foundod workshops, 1n which 1he youth end 

tm woxoon of the colonies pro.:uco articles which have very good nnrkets in the 

lorger cities. The n0.rk in those workshops unrc thnn· .pays well md enublos 

them to expand and grow larger eqch yo9.l'• Tho total narket :price gotten for the 

products msnufe.ctured in the Ort workshops has rer..ch£d the s\ll!l of nore tban 

one million rubles. Tho aggregato suri 0f the wages carnod is ~ore than 300,000 
not 

rubles. In pr~vious years, the pro duco of tho colonies vias/cnough to provide 

for e.11 nnrking thar0 1 ~ith the result that r.1ony left the colonies for the 

cities. Bu.t now that Ort h~s ost'.lblis:ted tho Tinrkshops, th0se who left are 

rion returning to the colonios. 

Throughout southern Uh:rqin1n 1 the Ort colonies huva begun to plant 

orchards. At tho beginning of i933 there nera 66 such orchards. For tho 

<!olonists and Jewish f-:ir:rnor fo.nilics this innovation neant un additioml sou- ce 

of incoc.o. 

A sto.ff of 50 instructors and agronomists nro constantly visitirg 

ouch Ort colony, wolkshop, :r~ctory and ee.ch house in -ghich there are Ort 

machines, to s00 that tho Jewish w0rmrs nnd colonists know how to operate 

their ~chines and equipment. This is a significant f'r.otor, for previous~ 
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ropnirs, the .rc~·:ish i70rker wns r,f'ton forced to abr .. ndon his L1nchine. In "the 

colonios too, the cgrononists cnrofully insrx>ct tho comitinn of tho soil, 

the orchards, otc. ~1th tho rosult tbn.t tharo is littlo in the way tm1c.rd n 

truitf\11 harvest. For those Jeus uho have kno..-m Drivrtion n.nd hunger, this 

sorvico is of 1nostinablo vo.luo. 

THE ~ OF 'lliE E1»S'IERN EUROPEAN JE\'B 

The r econ t occurenc os in Gornuny huvo nlnost ta.kan f1~ tho Jo,11fili 

conscienco the greut Jenish need in E~stcrn EU"Opo. The question of help for 

theso unf'ortuno.tes ho..s c.ll but boon ple.ce<l as1do. HO\f8VCr 1 the fuct thc.t neTI 

need has arisen in Wostern Europa, in Gon:iany, for the Jous, has not lessened 

tho r.ii sory o.nd daspo.ir 1n E:LStorn El.n'opo. 

la.t such n tiro, Tihon perhaps all of' the relief agencies o.re 

pluoiD9 their roliof nt too disposal or tho Sc.rr.nn Jo\"ls, it is, hoi1avor, 

inpossiblo for the Ort vorkors to forgot nr to nininizo the great responsi

bility they beer to thoso Jaws mo aro f'cced Tiith un unfortunc.te ecnnonic 

nnd industrial fate. Tho Ort Contrnl Vcrband nd tho cCJJLli ttces throughout 

tho world o.re still carrying on their work of assisting thra o Enstarn Europonn 

doclc.ssed and younc Jt;v,i sh non o.m wonen Y1h0 des ire e plnco in industry and on 

tho soil. 

* * • • 





1. ORT embroidery achool for 
former declaued Jewa in 
Ruuia. 

2. ORT dreaamaking t r a d e 
achool in Bitz. Roumania. 

3. Ladiea' Tailoring School of 
ORT in Y aui. Roumania. 

4. ORT agricultural training 
achool for young German 
Jewiah refugee• in Ungarr. 
Lithuania. 

9. ORT School for German 
RefugeH in Paria - Mil
linery Clau for Girl• and 
Young Women. 

10. Millinery O R T T r a d e 
School in Rl9a, Lithuania. 

11. ORT School for German 
Jewiah Refugee■ in Paris-
Clan in Radio Techniqufl 
for Young Men. 

12. Mechanical Worbhop of 
ORT Ttchnicum in VU.a. 

5. An elderly Jewish larme:
in an ORT colony in lgna
tovke, Poland. 

6. Mechanical wood carving 
department of ORT trade 
school in Bri■k, Poland. 

7. Ladiea' tailoring ORT 
school in Brisk. Poland. 

8. 0 R T Trade School for 
Mechanical Lockamithery in 
Kovno. Lithuania. 



What Others Say About ORT 

* Prof. Albert Einstein: 
I f w0 r:tlw ,y.· 

1 nr•r,r of ORT on 
futuro work." 

Lr0n ,! d JJ I :,0·1✓• 'HI H ' 0 ;1· ."Jr 

; vn:h it hn r0 1 "· t :tir'· :: .r. i 

* The Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, 
Governor o1 the State of New York: 

T.10 rl n ·,nvch I.a: b,-,P.n 011t(inPr:l by th0 OHT 
i.· tric f, ,._., kind of communal :.Prv1c0.; it 1.; ,;1m ly lend 
inq r o Jr- th,-, me n.; lo g ri ck on lhP.ir f Pe I 
111oro1,qhly oprrov" of th work o! ORT an 1rn hap '/ 
lo ha-. , m o I orlun:ty of 101nin9 1 

* Paul Felix Warburg: 
I J,,w c-ond11!on.• havn rnadr Id for thr Jr>w o ro 1 

Ir.. :.ibl0 only a: • roducti•10 •t1ork0r,' orison or far:npr 
ORT i:; not (J chcrriiy I .;un ly h0.I ., thP 11 hr1 y '/Jr 

tm.; of <J n0•N Cl<J" o h0I hnrn.; lvr.,." 

* Sir Herbert Samuel: 
To J rn•n 1hr f hy 1- I './!"II r rn Q of po ulo l,...tl I 

, v0ry cormtry ,;haul' con r'1'ln thP :;y n athy an ::-; 1r I 
ol men -✓✓omen throuqholl he worl . The ORT PXISI 
fnr th j p11rro:;r:-, it j,; w1,P.ly ronduc!Pd 'NI h h d1111r 
ubl0 rn 1 of achmq lh0 dr>r0n m .;f>lf r lirinc-

* James G. MacDonald, Former League of Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees: 

Th rrocp.;: o! rc•hril- iii Jlton nf th Jew.;, 1.- 11 J. b 1r1 1 
,, ORT rn11:I ncc,-,l 0 ro,... cmd 1'., :-r0_ ,.. 

* Dr. Julius Goldman: 
In nv n 1 1 10n n '!HT. foh 111 Am,rir1 1r 

[1iror r>, r: tli0 ~ 0:;t or cm1z0 c-lirmn"I thro, oh ·11h1 
rr>rnn.,n1r1on ri11on [ .; F.uror:0 n '"·1✓ : r1n rn r,... 

tm11011:I: irv rm ·m0ntly 011 rt" ' 

* Rabbi Morris Newfield. Birmingham, Ala.: 
Tlir· ORT ikr-. h,-, h l --10rrl 1 ,.,,h l-

t10n or by overnm,,nt dAcr00.; ho.; br>com0 n 
continue o mercantile li!P nd train. him fo .;om, 
vocation .;uch a:; aqricul urP. or .;om" r P.Ch 1n1cri •,, l 
I .; ak for thi.; or amzallon th h0ar y • 1 r o· 

11 Jewry.' 

* Rabbi David Graubart, Des Moines, Iowa: 
' M ernb r:hm in th O RT 1., a :acrP.d ::i. K 

thin k in J v, in this emer ency. Le us all .,ur 
reat Jewi:;h en avor." 

1'1 lllll·tl i11 l" , \ 

QRT is engaged in the building, equipping and 
administering of vocational schools where 

men and women. youths and adults, are being 
trained for productive labor. These Jewish men 
and women do not want charity. They want a 
chance to work. They are learning to become 
farmers. auto-mechanics. cloth cutters, carpenters, 
shoe-makers, electro-technicians, chauffeurs - in 
short, the whole range of sk;illed trades. Few 
such schools were available to Jews in the 
past. The ORT now maintains a large number of 
such schools on a highly efficient basis. The 
quality of instruction and the calibre of the gradu
ates are kept at a high level. ( Out of 25,000 grad
uates of the Polish ORT Schools, fully 96 % have 
passed the very difficult state examinations. and 
have found employment as qualified technicians.) 
All over Europe Jews are being helped in this 
way. 

The ORT offers an opportunity to everyone to 
serve our Jewish people abroad in a real con
structive way. 

0 R T Constructive Relief makes possible for 
Jewish young men and women to help 
themselves. and in due time, also to help 
others. 

0 R T began its work of serving the Jews of 
Europe in 1880. It has a record of 56 
years of continuous and constructive 
service. 

0 R T works in the following countries: 

Poland 

Roumania 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Russia 

France - for German Refugees 

0 R T operates the following institutions: 

128 Trade Schools 

127 Agricultural Colonies 

113 Factories, Arte ls and Workshops 

A guardian Bureau, for the placing of or
phaned children in vocational schools, in 
Poland, Latvia, Roumania and Lithuania. 



ORT Membership Drive 
The ORT Stands For 

- INDUSTRIAL 
and AGRICULTURAL 
RECONSTRUCTION 

* 
THE REHABilJTATION OF THE JEWS 
IN EASTERN AND CF.NTRAL EUROPE 
THROUGH CONSTRUCTIVE RELIEF 

* TffE great social unrest which embraces the 
whole world but is particularly to the fore in 

Eastern and Central Europe points to the elimina
tion of the non-productive middle class. It has 
also accentuated racial and national differences, 
and increased racial and national animosities, 
which tend to assume economic forms. Both have 

particularly disastrous results for the Jews of East
ern and Central Europe, where the Jews form a 
disproportionately large part of the middle class. 
There can be no solution of the Jewish problem 
in those countries until the Jews have reorganized 
their economic life and adjusted themselves occu
pationally to the new tendencies prevailing m 
these countries. 

What Does ORT Do? 
Realizing that charity is only a palliative and 

offers no solution to the Jewish economic problem, 
the ORT takes the longer view. PERMANENT 
ECONOMIC REHABll.IT ATION OF THE JEWISH 
MASSES IN ALL COUNTRIES WHERE THEY LIVE 
is the aim the ORT has set for itself, and it pro
poses to accomplish this by teaching skilled 
trades to Jewish youth, as well as to adults who 
are forced to change their mode of living; and 
wherever possible, by settling Jewish families on 
the land. In this way the ORT hopes to put Jew
ish life on a sounder economic basis and to bring 
it into better harmony with the requirements of 
the times. 

How Do We Know? 
JN FIFTY-SIX years of activity, the ORT leaders 

have learned that Jewish skilled workers, both 
industrial and agricultural, have as good a 

chance to survive as any other group. Even in 
these days of unprecedented competition for jobs, 
and in the face of political anti-Semitism, thou
sands of graduates of ORT vocational schools 
have found employment. This is true even of 
those East European countries where persecution 
of the Jews and discrimination against them is at 
its worst. In addition thousands of Jews have 
been admitted into Palestine because of the man
ual training which they received in ORT schools. 

You can hasten the work of rehabilitation, by 
joining the ORT now. 
-·- - - - - - ..- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
American ORT Federation 
220 - 5th Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Kindly enroll me as a member of the American ORT 
Federation at $ 

check. 

Name 

Address 

, for which I enclose my 

MEMBERSHIP 
Subscribing $5.00 
Cooperating $10.00 

Contributing $25.00 
Sustaining $50.00 



Tel AShland 4-74M 

AMERICAN T FEDERATION 

II. C. VLADECK 
PIU:alDENT 

DR. HENRY MOSKOWITZ 
CHAIRMAN, ■OARD OP' DIRl:CTORa 

LOUIS II. BOUDIN 
ACTING CHAIRMAN 

.IOSIEPH WEINBERG 
TRl:AaUREII 

PHILIP BLOCK 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOI' 

ORT COUNCIL OP' GREATER NEW YORK 

CLARENCE Y, PALITZ 
CHAIRMAN 

WOMEN•& AMERICAN ORT 

MRS. ALBERT EINSTEIN 
HONORARY PREalDENT 

EMILY M. ROSENSTEIN 
PRESIDENT 

ORT RECONSTRUCTION P'UND 

HOWARD S. CULLMAN 
PRESIDENT 

PAUL f'ELIX WARBURG 
TREASURER 

AMERICAN ADVISORY COMMITTEF 

DR. CYRUS ADLER 

HON. ALP'RED ~ COHEN 

HON. HERBIERT H. LEHMAN 

PAUL P'IEUX WAR■URG 

MAX SENIOR 

UNITIED STATIES 
CONGRIE■■IONAL COMMITTEE 

OP' AMERICAN ORT 

■ IEN. ROBERT f'. WAGNER 
CHAIRMAN 

CONG. EMANUltL CIELLIER 
a&Clll:TARY 

BRITISH ltMPIRE 

PARLIAMENTARY ADVISORY 
COUNCIL Of' THIE ORT 

LORD MARLEY 
CHAIRMAN 

JOINT BRITISH COMMITTIEIE 

LORD ROTHSCHILD 
PREalDENT 

LEON Rl:IE■ 

CHAIRMAN 

COL. J. H. LEVIEY. D. S. O. 
ACTING CHAIRMAN 

f'RANCIE CONSIEIL 
PARLAMIENTAIRIE DIE L'ORT 

M. EDUARD HERRIOT 
Plll:a1oa:NT 

ORT UNION 
CIENTRAL ■OARD 

HENRI BODIENHIEIMIEII 
Plll:alDl:NT 

DR. LIEON BRAMSON 
CHAIRMAN. l:Xl:CUTIVI: COMMITTEE 

ZADOCIC KAHN 

DR. DAVID LVOVITCH 

PIIOI'. WILLIAM OUAUD 

DR. A. SINGALOVSKY 

GERMANY 
ORT D&UTSCHIE A■TEILUNG E.V. 

W. GRAETZ 
PIIEa1oa:NT 

220 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Rabbi . lba 
The TeJJt)le 
E . 105th &: 
Cleveland, 

H • .:>ilver 

Ansel Rd. 
Ditlo 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

February 11, 1937 

Please be advised that at th~ last meeting of 
representatives of the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committe~ and the American ORT 
Federation, the question as to whether or not 
the ORT should again b~ included in the J.D.C. 
campaign for the year 1937, in accordance with 
the practice of recent years, was thoroughly 
discussed. 

After a complete analysis of the situation in 
America, and bearing in mind the inc reasP d 
needs of the ORT throughout Europe, it was 
mutually agreAd that it will be best for all 
concPrned that each organization conduct an 
independent campaign in 1937. 

Accordingly, a National Campaign Boar~ for ORT 
is now being enlisted, and plans for our 1937 
campaign are being formulated. Details about 
this campaign will be sent to you before long, 
together with a stat ement of our budget for 
1937 and the allocation for your community. 
You will also receiv a financial report of the 
ORT. 

Kindly let us know the date your .ielfar Fund 
Campaign is schP.duled to start for 1937. 

Looking forward to be favored with your usual 
fine cooperation, and with many good wishes for 
a succ essful year, w~ remain, 

Sincerely yours, 
AtIBRICAN ORT FEDERATION 

1.~-~ 
B. c. Vladeck, President 

.~ ... • ty-seven Year of Industrial-Agricultural Training for the Jew of Europe 
Found d- 880 



Tel. AShland 4-7455 

AMERICAN 0 FEDERATION 

B. C. VLADE.CK 
Plllll:SIDl!NT 

DR. HE.NRY MOSKOWITZ 
CHAIIIIIIIIAN. •oAIIID OP' DIIIIECTOIIIS 

LOUI• B. BOUDIN 
ACTING CHAIIIIIIIIAN 

JO.IEPH WEINBERG 
TIISASURSII 

PHILIP BLOCK 
KXl:CUTIVIE DIRIECTOIII 

ORT COUNCIL 01" GRl:ATER NEW YORK 

CLARIENCE Y. PALITZ 
C:HAIRIIIIAN 

WOMIEN'B AMIERICAN ORT 

MR•. ALBERT EINSTEIN 
HONORARY PRll:SIDIENT 

EMILY M, ROSENSTEIN 
PIIIESIDIENT 

ORT RIECONSTRUCTION l"UND 

HOWARD B, CULLMAN 
PRE91D1:NT 

PAUL l"IELIX WARBURG 
Tllll:ASURl:R 

AMIERICAN ADVISORY COMMITTEI: 

DR. CYRUS ADLER 

HON. ALl"RED E. COHEN 

HON, HERBIERT H. LEHMAN 

PAUL l"IELIX WARBURG 

MAX SENIOR 

UNITIED STATES 
CONGRES•IONAL COMMITTEIE 

01" AMERICAN ORT 

•IEN, IIO■IERT I". WAGNIER 
CHAIIIIIIIIAN 

CONG, EMANUEL CELLER 
S&Cllll:TARY 

BRITISH EMPIRE 

"ARLIAMIENTARY ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 01" THIE ORT 

LORD MARLEY 
CHAIRMAN 

JOINT .RITl&H COMMITTll:la 

LORD ROTHSCHILD 
Pll&SIOl:NT 

LIEON REIE9 
C:HAIIIMAN 

COL. J. H. LEVIEY. D, B. 0. 
ACTING CHAIRMAN 

l"RANCE CONSEIL 
PARLAMIENTAIRIE DE L'ORT 

M, IEDUARD HIERRIOT 
Plll:SIDl:NT 

ORT UNION 
CIENTRAL BOARD 

HIENRI BODIENHEIMIER 
PRl:91O1:NT 

DR, LIEON BRAM.ON 
CHAIRMAN, KUC:UT:VK C:OMIIIIITTKK 

ZADOCK KAHN 

DR. DAVID LVOVITCH 

PIIOI". WILLIAM OUALID 

DR. A. •tNGALOV.KY 

GIERMANY 
ORT DIEUTSCHE A■TEILUNG IE.V. 

W, GRAETZ: 
PRl:91O1:NT 

Fifty- n 
~ .... 

220 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
105th st. and nsel d. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi ilver: 

arch 5, 193? 

I am taking this opportunity of informing you 
that I have become associated with the work of 
the American ORT Fed rat,ion of th " orld ORT 
Union. 

There is no doubt that y~u are familiar with 
the program and constructive work of the ]orld 
ORT Union in Eastern and Central Europe. I am 
ncl~sing herewith a pa mphl~t describing this 

work. 

I plan to be in your city in the nPar future nd 
would appreciate any coope ation that you can 
affor~ me in furthering the work of this con
structive movement. At that time, I anti£ ipat 
the pleasure of renewin our personal association. 
In the meantime, I would appreciate any advice or 
information re furthering thP, supp rt of ORT' s 
work in your community. 

With many thanks and kindest regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Samuel A. Halperin 

es 

ar of ndtt trial-Ag icultura Tra·n· g for the Jew of Europe 
lound d- 880 



June l, 19f8 

Mr. B. C. Vladeck, President 
American Ort federation 
220 Fifth Avenue 
New York, r; .Y • 

. y d ar Mr. Vladeck: 

I hope that by the time this l ttar re ahes 1ou 
you will be feeling much better and 111 have fully 
recov~red from your operation. I su~pect th t ~ou mu•t 
be pretty well recov~red br now b cauQe ~·ou a e ack 
a -· in on ~ ur fo.vorite sc!':norring expeditions. 

I don't think thnt th • . • recondite 
reason why the llotment t o the Ort . red ced to ~500. 
The Budget Committee felt that in m king v T) sur st ntial 
incre se in its allotm nt to the JDC - 105,000 as a ~ainet 7,000 
last year - th tit • e doing its full sh re to ~rde overs as 
relief a ·encies. Th ·e was stron sentim~nt in the Committee 
to omit the Ort entirely. 

Your representative, Dr. Lvovitch, .ho aa • -e 
during the Cunpaign and addreseed on o the C pnign luncheons, 
made a very excellent impression. Th re 1 a feelin among 
some of us th~t if .di tional money come~ in - r 1 t 1a 
coming in right along ven though the Campa gn 1 oft cially 
closed - some way should e found to restore 1 t ~ ar•e 
full allotment to th Ort. 

With • rme t reetinga to you and to your uu hter 
in hich r-• Silv r joins me ■eartily, I remain 

ost cordially yo1r~, 

AHSaBIC 



CRIIATING A NltW OCCUPATIONAL EXISTENCK "OR THK RK .. UGIEK■ AND MASSES 0" EUROPIIAN .JIIWS THROUGH THE MORE THAN 

FOUR HUNDRED-FIFTY TRADE SCHOOLS - FARM COLON Ill& - INDUSTRIAL WORKSHOPS AND FACTORIES COMPRISING THE ORT EMPIRE. 

OF .... CII OF' 

'THIE PRESIDENT 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clave land , Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 17th, 1939. 

212 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 
T•L•PHON•: ASHLAND 4-745 .. 

In advanoe of the official announcement, 
it is my great privilege to be able to tell you of 
the election of Mr. George Backer to the Presidency 
of the American ORT Federation, succeeding the late 
B. Charney Vladeok. 

I know that Kr. Baoker would feel greatly 
encouraged were he to receive a personal message from 
you, addressed to his office, 295 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City, expressing your reaction to his selection, 
and your willingness to cooperate with him, as leader 
of the ORT program in America. 

Such a tribute from you would be of inesti
mable value, and I personally shall be deeply grateful 
for your fine courtesy. 

With thanks and high regard, 

Cordial / 

Harold 
Exeout ve Vioe Chairman, 
.AMERI AN ORT FEDERATION. 

■UPPORTKD ■Y VOLUNTARY CONTlll■UTIONe-OIIT DOS■ NOT KMP,LOY PRoar••••oNAL COLLKCTOII■ 
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BUDGET Il~ORfATION 
And 

CHART OF ACTIVITIES 

Submitted By 

AJ:.ERICAN ORT FEDERATION 
212 Fifth Avenue, 

-ew York City 

CREATI G A NEW OCCUPATIONAL EXISTE ICE FOR THE REFUGEES Af,D ,.; SSES 

OF EUROPEAN JEWS THRCUGH A ETWORK OF TRADE SCHOOLS, FARM COLONIES , 

I DUSTRIAL WORKSHOPS D aCTORIES . 

Compiled March 1 , 1939 
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FOREWORD 

As the custodian of a public trust , your management in the ORT is 
pleased to give you the financial figures covering; the years 1934 to 
1938 , compile.d from the audited statements of the World ORT Union and 
the American ORT Federation, incl~ding the 1939 budget and a summary of 
the ectivities in 1936 , 1937 and 1938 . In view of the basic changes 
occurring in ORT ' s American status in 1938 , there have been many re
quests for a clarifying and suppor ting statement which is now submitted 
as an integral part of the budget figures . 

ORT- JDC RELA.TIONSHIP 

Some misconception still prevails concerning the currer1t relation
ship between the Joint Distribution Committee and ORT . Attached is a 
transcr ipt of the understanding between the two agencies , reduced to 
vrriting in F0bruary 1938 , and still operative . ORT has not sine solic
ited nor rec ived a single dollar in the United States or abroad from 
any national fund- raising agency, the entire income being derived from 
its own national campaign throuc;h Welfare Funds and independent drives . 

CO .IBINING NATIONAL APPEALS 

ORT is in accord with the present trend towards greater co- ordina
tion among the several agencies concerned with the overseas problem, but 
agrees that this urge towards unification is not a primary end in itself . 
ORT recognizes that the purposes to be served through such merging of 
resources and the method of achieving these purposes must r emain the 
par~.mount objective . There are many who b lieve that one- year national 
merger agreements do not result in either satisfactory co- ordination or 
decreased expense and qu~stion whether any organization, serving a vital 
purpose in Jewish life , is justified in scrapping its interpretive and 
organizational machinery on the basis of a national agreement covering 
a single campaign. 

1938 A SHORT YEAR 

Careful analysis of the records indicate that ORT 1 s 1938 program 
was severely penalized througi having to wait until mid- February for a 
final undors andinG coverinb that year . For two months , there was al
most a complvte stoppage of planning and activity in America . The re
sult is now refle~ted in ORT 1 s in ome figures for the full year 1938 . 
Only a sharp reduction in expenses made it possible to approximately 
maintain normal remittances e.broad . 

RE :UNITED JEW'ISE APPEAL 

In recording the foregoing facts , your management is not expressing 
an opinion pro or con. ORT is not responsible for remaining outside of 
the present "United Jewish Appeal" and would have welcomed the · opportun
ity for joining forces on any just basis . If , as some believe , the 
urr nt combined drive is not a truly united Jewish appeal , it is due 

to forces beyond ORT ' s control . 

- 1 -
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ORT IN 1939 

ORT , at the urging of leaders in every avenue of Jewish life , is now 
striving to regain the ground vh ich was lost in tr~is country between the 
years 1929 and 1937 . During a portion of that period, ORT's ldentity in 
America becarr.e submer 6ed th~oui;h the restrictions imposed upon its activ
ities v:hile receiving a nominal subvention . An improved status can be 
expedited t~rou6h an intelligent approach and the constructive interpret
ation that must acco~pany an independent appeal to the Jews of .America~ 
OR.i. confroncs this task V\ri th determination and confidence and believes 
the leadership and all organized com..~unities will continue to recognize 
the necessity and propriety of ORT 1 s position. 

ORT is seeking 10 per cent of the total overseas budgets in all 
communities as a uniform allocation throughout the country on the basis 
of its entirely budgeted 1939 American quota of $1 , 257,000 . The National 
Council of Jewish Fed rations and Welfare Funds , in an analysis of sixty 
Welfare Funds , lists twenty one agencies in the overseas category. 

ORT is now completely supporting approximately 60 per cent of all 
Jewish vocational training and re- training in Poland , not including 
some two thousand families receiving agricultural service or training 
in one form or another . In the other astern European countries and 
in Germany and France , ORT is doing pr ctically 100 per cent of all 
the work in this field , and is initiating further projects for the 
refugees in Western Europe generally. 

CREDO 

ORT has been termed , in the most authoritative quarters , as the 
hi~hest expression of practical idealism in the history of the Jews , 
embracing,alonc with its practical program, a message that must be 
spread and perpetuat din the minds of the people of the world . 
Whether or not ORT , by eYperience , traininE and philosophy, is the 
agency to con uct a program of such far - reaching significance to the 
Jews of the world, may be judged from the following pages and also by 
the figure 500 , 000 which represents the number of ORT~trained Jews ab
sorbed in industry or on the land since the orld ~ar , a period which 
constituted a supreme test for this fifty nine- year- old organization. 

ORT EARNESTLY REQUESTS THE COURTESY AND PRIVILEGE OF A PER ONAL 
BUDGET COM!JITTEE HEARI G, BEFORE THE ORT ALLOTMENT IS ONSIDERED FINAL, 
IF THERE IS THE SIJGHTEST QUESTION AS TO ViliETHER THIS ALLO ATION RE
QUE"T HAS BEEN UPPORTED WITH SU.r'FICIE IT DETAIL ORV~ IDITY . 
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WORLD ORT UNION BUDGET AND AMERICAN QUOTA FOR 1939 

1. TRAINING AND RETRAINING 
Poland •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$468,000 . 00 
Roumania •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • •• 72 , 000 . 00 
Lithuania •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 73,000 . 00 
Latvia • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• • • 48,000 . 00 
Gennany •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 40,000 . 00 
France ••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••• 40,000 . 00 
Hungary •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• 30 , 000 . 00 
Bulgaria ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5, 000 . 00 
Inspectors , Textbooks , Appliances and Training 

of Instructors •••••••••••••••••••••• 12 , 000 . 00 

2. INDUSTRIALIZATION AND EMPLOYMENT FOR ARTISANS 
Poland •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$100 , 000. 00 
Roumania ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 30 , 000 . 00 
Lithuania •••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••• 15,000. 00 
Latvia ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10, 000 . 00 

3. AGRICULTURAL AID AND SETTLEMENT 

4 . 

5. 

Poland •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• • • •••••••~ 75,000 . 00 
Roumania ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25,000 . 00 
Lithuania •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25,000 . 00 
Latvia •••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• • ••• ••• ••• • ••• 15,000 . 00 
Western Europe for Refugees ••••••• ••• •• •••• •••• 175 , 000 . 00 

a . 
b . 

a . 
b . 
c . 

REFUGEE WORK 
In the Countries of Transit ••• ••••• • ••• ••••$150 , 000 . 00 
In Countries Other Than Europe • ••• • ••• ••••• 275 , 000 . 00 

OVERHEAD EXPENSES 
Administration, Central Board , Paris •••••••$ 
Printing, Publishing and Publicity ••••••••• 
Campaign ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

16, 000 . 00 
10,000. 00 
15 , 000 . 00 

6. REPAT.E T OF LOANS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ 25,000 . 00 

RESERVE FOR UNFORESEEN EXPE iDITURES •••••••••• 

TOTAL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
(APProP~iations for Russia ce~ea in 1938) 

QUOTAS 

COU TRIES OUTSIDE NORTH A ,IBRICA • •••••••• • •• • • • •. • 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA ••••••• ••• ••••••••••••••• 
PLUS CAMPAIGN .A?D ADMINISTRATION AT 8% ••••••••••• 
1939 AMERICAN QUOTA 

10 , 000 . 00 

788 , 000 . 00 

t 155 , 000 . 00 

315, 000 . 00 

425, 000 . 00 

41 , 000 . 00 

25 , 000 . 00 
10, 000 . 00 

i">l , 759 , 000 . 00 

595 , 000 . 00 
$1 , 164, 000 . 00 

93 , 120. 00 
$ I , 25 7, 120. 00 

The 1939 budget of 1 , 759,000 , the largest in recent ORT history, 
provides for the further development and improvement of existing insti
tutions and for new projects demanded by the growing dislocation of both 
the settled masses and the refu6ees in Eastern and central Europe . 

Of this sum, 1, 257 , 000 is to be raised in the United States and 
Canada , while almost 600 , 000 -- more than one third of the World ORT 
Union budget -- is to be secured in other countries , including the 
very areas where the problem is most acute . 
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J.:,-OTES ON THE 1939 3UDGET 

FIELDS OF ACTIVITY 

I 

1 . Vocational training of youths and adults and retraining of declassed 
merchants and professional people , in skilled trades . 

2. Industrialization -- including perfectioning courses for artisans and 
the creation of employment through cooperatives , workshops, and 
factories . 

3 . Establishment of farm settlements and agricultural training. 

4 . Refugee work -- training in the countries of transit and refuge . 
De- ~rbanization. 

New projects -- A broup of new projectsJ several already under way, 
of vast potential importance to the victims of the present pressure in 
Europe , cannot be discussed until continuous operation is assured . Ill
timed announcements in the past have caused an unfavorable reaction in 
the governments of the concern~d countries, resultine in the collapse 
of more than one important project in Europe and elsewhere . Extreme 
caution must be exercis~dJ even at the risk of penalizing the fund
raising activities . Demands are being made almost daily, even in areas 
beyond Europe , for ORT ' s experienced assis t ance . Additional funds must 
be made available if the normal program is not to suffer . 

The activities in Eastern Europe , where ORT provides practically 
all of the training facilitiec available to Jews , quite aside from 
Poland, must continue with increasing effe tiYe:nc ss and funds committed 
there cnnnot be diverted to other purposes . Approximately 60fo of all 
Jevrish vocutional training in Poland is conducted by ORT . In Roumania , 
Latvia , and Lithuania, the ficur ~s ore lOOfo, minus perhaps a negligible 
fraction . The modest ORT activity in Bulgaria, now being expanded, re 
presents 10~ of the Jewish vocational training in that country. 

POLA.ND : 

643 , 000 has been allocated to Poland where 180 activities in 81 
communities are now being rrAintained . An agreement between ORT and 
the Central Bureau of Jewish Trade Unions in Poland was ratified in 
October, 1938 , for the perfoctioning of ~nion members in need of 
greater skill . Some 30, 000 unionists require such training . The 
committment was undertaken at the r quest of the unions . In one of 
the largest refugee camps,at Zbonczyn on the Polish- German border , 
ORT has just started nine courses which were established after the 
November riots in Germany and is providing the type of training ac
ceptable to the ant:jcirat .d countries of immigration. Additional 
~<.1tn't:H~s a • n PdP.d and ar ing planned. 
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GER NY : 

The Berlin ORT school has been in continuous operation since May 
1937 . More than 200 youths are getting ready for graduation and an 
equal nunlber are waiting t.o take their places . In addition, a small 
group of adults , former businessmen and holders of academic degrees , 
are being trained at artisan3hip to enE:tble them to earn a. living 
abroad. As a precautionary measure it is planned to establish a sec
tion of this school in another accessible country to enable those who 
have to leave to continue their studies . Approximately $50 , 000 is 
needed for this purpose . 

ROUMANIA : 

In Roumania more ORT courses have been budgeted in line with the 
increasingly serious political changes which threaten to declass many 
thousands . 

HUNGARY : 

The first ORT courses for Hungary are being initiated in 1939 
because of the restrictive legislation affecting the present occupa
tions of Jews. 

FRANCE : 

The new wave of refugees from Germany, Italy and Austria found 
ORT training facilities already established, but unable to handle all 
of the applicants . Additional courses are being added to the 21 al 
ready in operation in Paris with an objective of 2, 000 trainees by 
the end of 1939. ew courses have been budgeted in other French cities 
where refugees have concentrated, includinc a day school for boys . 

The 1939 budget provides for the establishment of addition 1 fam
ilies in the farm colony in southern France , initiated by ORT in 1934 
for German refugees . Under the new plan, families possessing an aver 
age of $1 , 000 each would receive an additional credit of $1 , 000 from 
ORT . A center in the district is contemplated for agricultural train
ing for youths , who will ulso be available as farm labor , receiving a 
subvention of ~50 per annum from ORT . 

EASTERN EUROPE GENERALLY : 

ORT is enlarging its service of teaching impoverished traders and 
artisans to supplement their income through gardening and dairying on 
a small scale on the outskirts of urban communities . The program lso 
tends to divert village populations from shop- keeping and petty trading 
to farming pursuits away from congested areas . 
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ORT SERVICES: 

Advisory bureaus -- to improve the standards of craftsmen in Poland, 
Rouma.nia, Lithuania and Latvia. For the latter three countries the budget 
provides a portable exhibit of crafts to help back\vard artisans in the 
provinces and acquaint them with modern methods. This is also intended 
to implement the establishme~t of a central ORT institute for artisans 
for the defense of the economic position of Jewish workers and for im
proving their technical skill and culture. 

Leealization of artisans -- To enable them through training and 
money for fees to comply with the requirements for obtaining govern
ment certificates of qualification. 

Training instructors -- To insure a steady supply of competent 
teachers for the courses in ORT 1 s expanding program. 

Guidance for cooperatives -- Supplied by experts visiting indus
trial and agricultural enterprises which are also aided by credits. 

Buildings and equipment -- New buildings; old ones reconditioned; 
equipment repairs and modernization. 

Compilation of textbooks -- Books, charts and other material pre• 
pared for trade and farmi~g courses by ORT experts for use in ORT 
classes. 

Instruction of seminary students -- Special trade courses for 
yeshiva boys in Poland. 

Instruction in cultural subjects -- In every ORT institution, 
supplementing technical training. 

"Adoption" of orphans -- Food and 1 edging supplied in addition 
to techni al instr1.1ction through donations by "guardians". 



• 
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SID .:A.RY OF ACTIVITIES 

ALL COU TRIES 

Trade Courses, Day Schools~•-•••••••• 
Works hops for .P..du 1 ts ••••••••.••••.••• 
Perfectioning, and Special Courses ..• 
Other projects ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Farm Colonies and Cooperatives ••••••• 
Factories and Industrial ••••••••••••• 

Cooperatives 

1936 
44 
64 
25 

7 
137 
133 
410 

1937 1938 
44 63 
64 82 
29 51 

7 13 
137 87 
133 10* 
414 306* 

* Figures omit projects in the Soviet Union absorbed by the 
government in 1938 . 

BY COUNTRIES 

umber of Individual 
Communities i"°itiE>S 

1936 1937 1938 1936 1937 1938 

72 72 81 • • • • Poland •••• 134 134 180 
24 24 27 • • • • *Roumania •••• 55 55 64 
5 5 7 •••• *Lithuania • ••• 13 13 19 
3 3 3 • • • • *Latvia •••• 11 11 12 
2 2 2 •••• Fr nee •••• 14 18 21 
1 1 1 • • • • Pul aria •••• 4 4 8 
1 1 1 • • • • Germany •••• 2 2 2 

164 164 0 • • • • u.s.s. • • ••• 177 177 0 

272 272 122 410 414 306 

* In Poland, ORT maintains approximately 60'/o of all the ewish 
vocational training and practically 100'/o in Roumania , Lithuania , 
Latvia, Bulgaria , Germany and Western Europe . 

(Note s Subsidies to trade schools are not part of ORT's ro ram 
although very small sums have been given to non- ORT ins itutions . ) 
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rIORLD ORT UNIOr FI:IAJ:01J .. L STATEt. ENT FOR 1937 

I JCOME 

BALA.NCw--J.ANUARY 1, 1937 
Central 0 f1."'ice ••.•.••.•••• • • ., ••••••••••••••• $ 
Local Committees•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

RECEIPTS ---C0n·-.r-al Offi ce 

11 , 674 . 59 
16, 288 . 31 

Uni~ed State s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••vl71 , 231 . 82 
Africa , England, Argentine , Eolland, Etc . •• 34 , 050 . 96 

$27 , 962 . 90 

ORT Reconstruction Fund•••••••••• • ••••••••• 111 ~221 -. 16 
Raichinstoin Fund •••••••••~••·•••••••••••• 1 , 846 . 64 
fu i scellaneous ••••••• ~••••••••••••••••••••• 3, 488 . 27 321 1 838 . 85 

Local Commi ttees 
Poland ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••y 
Li thuania •••••••~••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Latvi a •••-••• • ••• J•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

95 , 438 . 67 
24 , 419 . 91 

8, 384 . 46 
7, 703 . 89 

13 ~476 . 00 
Fr ance • , .......... ., •...••.•.••.•.••....•..• 
Ger many ••• •••• .. •••••••••o••••••••••••••••• 
Rouma:nia ••..•..•...•..••••.•...•..•.....•• 
Bulgaria •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Exchanges ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advances •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 

DISBURSE·.JI.E TS 

VOCATIONAL 

13 , 567 . 30 
704 . 93 

Poland ••••• • •••••••••••••••• •• ••.••• •• ••• • . f•1 35, 611. 83 
Lithuania ••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• • •••••••• 
Germany •••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• • •••••••• 
France ••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••• 
RotUnania •••••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Le.tvia • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • > • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Bul~Jia •••••~•••••••••••~••••••••••••••••• 
Inspection, In tructors, ,aterial , Etc ••.••• 

AGRIClJLT RAL 
__ P_o_l_~-rd.:: •••.• ~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Russia o••••• c•• >••••• , ••••••••• ~••••••••••• 
Fr an e ••••••.•.•••.•• , •• ., ••..••..• . ••••••.• 
Roum.nia ············· ~····· ~·~············· INDUSTR 

32 , 814 . 74 
29 , 639. 99 

9, 051.31 
33 , 827 . 61 
13 ,947.11 

1 , 557 . 90 
2, 253 . 84 

27, 456 . 44 
95 , 798 .38 

2, 676 . 64 
1, 373 .15 

Poland •••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••~ 5 , 504 . 90 
Rus ia ••••••••••••••••••• o•• o•>•••••••••••• 30, 450 . 84 
Rou1.1ania ••••"••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••• 413 , 04 

ISCEILA~JEOUS 
Fund .1. or .. T.uildings •••••• ~ •••••••••.••••••• $ 
Repayment of eb~s ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advances to Locals ••••••••• · ••••••••••••••• 
ORT Reconstruction Fund •••• ~••••••••••••••• 
Cash--Centr al Offi ce ••••v•••••••••••••••••• 
Cash--Loc~l Committees ••••••••••••••••••••• 

ED TCATIO JAL VvORK 
Bxpo~ition •••••••••••~•••••••••••••••$ 

1 37 I r.t~rnational Congress •••••••••••••••• 
OV~TIHFJ:..D EXP •, SES 

Publ{city--;; .. ·,-:-; ••• •••••• •••••••••••• •. •• •••• $ 
Ca~ aign • ••Y~••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cen .ral Admini tr -'.:;ion--Paris •••••••••••••• 

,1,.0T AL •. • • • • • •• • •. •. • • • ••••• • • • • •••••••••••••• 

17 , 778 . 82 
29 , 342 . 70 
5, 848 . 50 

12, 995 .33 
• 815 . 91 

23, 636 . 66 

4 ,442. 75 
4 , 393 . 46 

3, 075.71 
9, 823. 92 

12,715. 58 

163 , 7?.5 . 16 
2~020 . 13 

31 , 700 . 02 

547 ., 247 . 06 

258 , 704 .33 

127 , 304. 61 

36 , 368 . 78 

90, 417 . 92 

8 , 836 .21 

26,615.21 
$647,247.06 
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AMERICAN ORT FEDERATION FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1938 

(World figur es not yet available) 

INCOME 

A. Gener al 

Guardians 
Memorial 

Total General 

B. Contributions 
Member s 
Welfar e Funds 
ORT Organizations 
Other Organizations 

Total Contr ibutions 

c. Total All Income 

EXPENSE 

D. Sent To ORT Union in Paris 

E. Advances 

F . Office Equipment 

G. Administration, publicity, 
Exhibit , and Campaign 

H. Total All Expense 

$ 3, 604 . 95 
250 . 00 

2, 775 . 15 
100, 951 . 35 

46 , 601 . 13 
48 , 547 . 16 

$164 , 666 . 08 

100 . 00 

383. 25 

33 , 862 . 60 

$ 3, 854 . 95 

198 , 874 . 79 

$202 , 729 . 74 

$199 , 611 . 93 
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FIV:G ,111.\RY 

Fund8 Ruisl:ld by American Oh.T Fede r ation 

1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 

o National Jo :ational 
Campaicn C mpaign 

I ndependently 22 , 98G . 88 37 , 537 . 60 39, 600 . 00 ( , .,,, 96 , 283 . 00 t202 , 729 . 74 

From J . D. c . 
in lieu of 
c mpaigns XXX XXX 110, 000 . 00 130, 836 . 00* XYJC 

TOTALS 22 , 986 . 88 37 , 537 . 60 149, COO. OO 227 , 119 . 00• 202 , 729 .74 
ret Het 

Funtls fent to or ld OTI.T Union 

United States 22 , 985 . 88 0 37 , 537 . 60 ~\ 1 , 000 . 00 $171 , 231 . 82 ,;,,175 , 435 . 26* * 

ester n Eur ope 
a d ountr ies 

Outside America 36 , 416 . 59 27 , 124. 07 54 , 620 . 23 34 , 050 . 96 XXX 

Other ~ources 
(Principally 

ORT Recon-
struction Fund) 76 . 99 14 , 731 . 80 178 , 239 . 12 XXX 

Local Com1nittee s 
(Polanr. , Latvia , 
Ro mania ., Lithu~nia 
Bul[,9..r ia , Fr ance , 
Gerr.18 y - Sovie " 
Union omi tted) 128 , 566 . 01 112 , 7 91 . 25 119 , 236 . 71 1G3 , 725 . 16 XXX 

TOTALS 188 , 046 . 47 177 , 4.52 . 92 "'285 , 590 . 74 ~547 , 247 . 06 XXX 

An additional ~14 , 164 contribu cd by the J.o.c. was r ef unded 
by ORT i n ad j ustnent of ~clfur e fund alloca ions . 

** Includes $10 , 7€9 .18 sent to the 'ior ld OR'r Union late in 1937 
and not credited until 1938 . 

*** Figur es not yet available . 

*** 

*** 

** 
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STATE1.:ENT OF JOINT DISTRIB TIO CO HTTEE 

and 

PJ; RICAN ORT FEDERATION 

As to their relation for the year 1938 

The Joint Distribution Committee and _.he ORT have maintained 
harmonio'.ls and cordial cor..tact for many ears . The J . D. c . 
has been a le to brant sub~tan ial a~sistance to th Ameri an 
ORT , as wf'll as to ORT institutions broad . On several oc
casion::: , unders::andings ,•rere effeJ e in .A.'nerica i th respect 
to func-rr..ising. Discussions have oc~ed d between the two 
organizations ri th resrect to 1938. 

After canvassine the entire situation, both in this country 
and the needs abroe.d , it is believed to be for the best in
terests of all concerr.ed that each organization onduct its 
ovm fund- ra.i$in6 in 1938 . This vlill not in any' y aff ct 
the continuanc0 of the excellent work.:.ng; cooperation that 
has obtained for many years betv:een tr.e European office of 
th<: ,J.n.c . an<l .h ORT organization abroad . 

JEWISH JOLT DISTRIBUTIOI cot 1ITTEE6f..t~-A 

Cl~ 
A ,,ERTCAN ORT F'F:nF.,A'f'TnN_~ (./. 

/~4,, 

._., .bruary 16th, 1938. 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio• 

Dear Rabbi Silveri-

GEORGE BACKER 
170 BaoADWAY 

June 8th, 1939. 

One of the most disturbing reports th.at has 
reached me in ORT, so far, is the unofficial news from Cleveland 
concerning our allocation for 1939. It comes as a great shock to 
me to contemplate a figure of 5,000, as ORT, indisputably, is 
within the scope of the primary appeal to your contributors in 
this year's campaign. 

In 1937, while still receiving a subvention 
from another agency, ORT was allotted 5,000 in Cleveland. The 
1938 allocation was reduced to 3,500 on the mistaken assumption 
that the subvention arrangement was still in effect. Were it not 
for this misconception, ORT unquestionably -would have received 
not less than 5,000 last year. 

ORT s budgeted requirements this year have in
creased three-fold and practically every major city in the United 
States is giving due recognition to this fact. There is hardly 
a community of any size, throughout the United States and Canada 
this year, thus far reporting, that has not increased their 1937 
and 1938 allocation to ORT at least two-fold and in oountleaa 
instances the increases have been considerably greater. 

I would like to feel that this report from Cleve
land is not f.Ul&l and that there will be an opportunity for an 
objective review to more nearl reflect the intent of a substantial 
portion of the donor and also the opinions held by not a few 
members of your budget committee, including. I hope. your very 
good self. 

esc 

With good wishes and high regard, 

Georg 
Presid t, 
AMERICAN ORT FEDERATION. 



CREA IN~ A NEW OCCUPATlONAL EXISTENCE FOR THE REFUGEES AND MASSES OF EUROPEAN JEWS THROUGH THE VAST 
NETWORK' OF TRADE SCHOOLS-FARM COLONLES-INDUSTRIAL WORKSHOPS AND FACTORIES COMPRISING THE ORT EMPIRE 

GBORGE BACKER., Prtsidtnl 

Lours B. BOUDIN, 
Chairman, Board of Dirtclors 

JOSEPH WEINBERG, Trtasurer 

ALEXANDER O0LOWITZ, 
Chairman, O/fict Control 

HAI.OLD ALT CHUL, 
Extcutivt Viet-Chairman 

PHILIP BLOCK, Extcutiflt Dirtc'IOr 

UNTTED ST A TES 
CO GRESSIONAL COMMITTEE 
SENATOR ROBERT F. WAC.NPR, 

Ch11irm,m 
REP. EMANUEL CELLER, St<rttary 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

DR. CYRUS AoLEI. 

ALFRED COHEN 

HHDEI.T H. LEHMAN 

PAUL FELIX WARBURG 

MAX Sl!NIOI. 

NATlONAL CO-CHAIRMEN 
EDWAllD M. BAKEll, C/tfltl11nd 
FRED M. BuTZBL. Dtlroil 
W. W. COHEN, Ntw Yor.i 
MAX HERZFELD, New Yor.i 
EoWAllD G. PLArr, s,. Louil 

ORT RECONSTRUCTION FUND 
HOWARD S. CULLMAN, Pre1id,n1 
PAUL FELJX WAllBUI.G, TrtaJIITtr 

FRANCE CONSEIL 
PARLIAMENTAIRE DE L'ORT 

M. EouAAD Hl!lllllOT, Prt1idtnl 
FRANCOIS DE TESSAN, 

Vire-Prt1id1nt 

ORT UNION 
CENTRAL BOARD IN PARIS 

Pl.OP. WILLIAM OUALID, Pre11den1 
D1.. I.BON BRAMSON, 

Ch11irman, E.xu11tiflt Com. 
PrBll8 DRJIYfUS 

Oa. LEON ZAoocK·KAHN 

Da. DAVID LvovrTCH 

Da. A. S1NGALOVSKY 
Vfre-Prtsid,nts 

BRITISH EMPIRE 
PARLIAMENT ARY ADVISORY 

COUNCIL OF THE ORT 
Lol.D MAI.LEY, Chairm11n 

JOINT BRITISH COMMITTEE 
Loao ROTHSCHILD, Prtsid,nt 
J. H. I.BVBY, 0.S.0 .. 0.8.E., 

Acting Ch.i,mtin 

GERMANY 
ORT 

DEUTSCHE A.BTEILUNG E. V. 
Louis WoLFP, Pres1J1n1 

June 27th, 1939. 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver. 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

212 FIFTH A VENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 
TBLEPHONB: ASHLAND ◄• 74S4 

In order not to repeat what I have 
already written at some length, I am attaching copy 
or my letter to Mr. Salmon P. Halle, which I hope 
you will give the same consideration as though per
sonally addressed to you. 

With gre tings and high ~egard, 

Faithfully, 

~~. 
Bresident, 
AMERICA?{ ORT FEDE TIO • 

GBseac 
encl- copy letter. 
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