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l14i tpsilnu Ji Jf rattruitg 

E X ECUTIV E O FFI C E S 

LEWIS T O WER 

PHILADELPHIA 2, PA. 

Rev . Dr . Abba fiillel Silver 
The Temple 

GRAND COUNCIL 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

November 22, 1948 

It is my gr at pleasure to inform you hereby that the Phi _p silon Pi 
~raternity Annu 1 National Service Award has been bestowed upon you 
for the year 1948. 

Each year our ..lfraternity presents thi w r to the Jew or Jewess, 
who , in our o inion, has ade an o tst ding na exemplary contribution 
to the essential Je · sh life of America . Indica ive indeed of the 
true character and distinction of our 1 ra.rd i the roll of reci ients 
of previous years: Miss Henr ett Szold, Rev. Dr. Stephen S . lise, 
Dr. Cyrus Auler, Rev. Dr. Jonah B. Wi e, J'ustice Felix Frankfurter, 
ur . Albert Einstein, Mr. Lucius Littauer, Hon. fierbert H. Lehman, 
Henry Monsky, EsQ . , Mr. Louis Ginzberg, Hon. Samuel I. Rosenman, 
Hon . Bernard M. Baruch, Rev . Dr . Julian orgenstern and Dr . Abram Leon 
Sachar . 

I woul have r ferred, of course, to present this matt r to you in 
p rson, &n to en·oy the o ortunity for discussion and exchange of 
views, but I trust you ill r ealize that th elements of time and 
dist nee make it impracticable to o so . With your kin indulg nee, 
therefore , I shall atte pt to give you as adequate an e lanation as 
is possible through the necessary medium of this communication . 

Phi Epsilon Pi is an un rgraduate Greek letter colle e fr ternity, 
organized in 1904 an having am mbership of approximately 8000 men in 
both undergra uate and alumni ranks . Undergra uate Chapters are 
established at thirty- three of th leading universities and colleges 
throughout the country. Alumni Associ&tions are organize in thirty- two 
cities and communities from coast to coast . It will be of interest to 
you , I am sure, to know that we haa an Unuergraduate Chapter som years 
ago at the University of Cincinnati , from whose ranks a number of our 
members ventually matriculated at Hebrew Union College and are today 
occupying important pulpits in various parts of the country. 

hile our function may be termed as " socialn, ( as istinguished from 
so- called "professional" fratern i ties) we pride ourselves on our 
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GRAND COUNCIL 

ovember 22, 1948 

national "wider scope" p r ogram, which has pointed its efforts towards 
the greater evelopment of a sense of regard and res onsibility among 
our members , both undergraduate and graduate, for the achievement of 
the loftiest principles of learning and culture of the uni versity 
institution itself, and for a broader and more universal understanding 
of J ev.·ish consciousness translated into thought and action tlS m mbers 
of the J'ewish community. 

In accepting our Av:ard ma , e say, i th co 1 lete sincerity, that you 
will be conferring a great honor upon us, • a, in th light of our 
abovementione- program, your raiseworthy career 11 be inspiration 
to our membershi tiS a rhol n to our und r ra u·te body in pa rticular . 

The Committee , which selected you for the ward this year, is compos u 
of Mr . Jesse Acker of e ~ York, Rev. Dr. Stanley R. Brav of Cincinnati, 

r . Philip S . Ei sendrath of Los Angeles, Mr. Theodore T. Sh fton of 
Chicago and the~ iter , acting as Chairman . 

The Award for 1948 , as per custom, · 11 be announcea formally on the 
occasion of the Annual Ban.uet of the Phi psilon Pi Fraternity Gr d 
Convention which will be hela on the evening of Decerub r JO , 1948 at 
Hotel Carter in Cleveland , Ohio . If it is at all possible, e ould 
be indeed greatly honore by your personal atten ance at the Banquet, 
so thct we ight be able to pr sent you ith the scrol of the .Avard 
at the very s me time th t first ublic announcement · s ma e . However , 
if it is too inconvenient for you to be pres nt at the Banquet , e will 
be very happr to make fo al presentation of the Award to you at a later 
dat , the time and place , as w 11 as the nRture of the ceremony to be 
entir ly in keepin "th your ovn tastes an desires . On the other 
han ~, if you can and will attena th Banquet , and so advise, we will 
conm1unicate with you further and arrange for all the details inci ent 
ther,to . 

Becaus our A ard has always been subject , of cours, to the ffirmative 
cceptance of the recipient , ve vnll appreciate your advice , and in 

view of the fact that only about a month remains before public 
announcement will be made , we hope we may hear from you with t ~ 1 a.t 
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possible delay. You will kindly address your reply to the writer at 
his personal tiddress set forth below. 

Vith my most coraial greetings, I am 

LM.it:vB 

Registbre return Receipt 

Sincerely yours, 

~-7t9~~ ~ 
Louis M. Fushan, 
Chairman 
Committee on the Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity 
1948 Annual rational 8ervice Award 
947-949 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 



, 
... 

Ur. Louis u. Fushan 
9L.7-9L9 Penn Awnue 
Pittsburgh 22~ Pa. 

1(y dear r. Fusbant 

Bcmaber 26, 1948 

Permit• to acknowledge th recei. t o£. our kind lett.er at 
November 22nd. I deeply appreciat the honor which the Phi 
Eps:ibn Pi Fraternity bestowed w,g in making• the 
recipient of its .ru.-,U,AJ. l tional Sar.vioe A rd tor the year 
1948. I shall plon d to accept he award. It is heart,-
ening to ve one• bumble rvices o eignal.11' recor;r..ized. 

lou state in your Y,ou plan to hold ., our Convon-
t~.on in Cleveland on cem r .30th. I s 1 happy to at,-
tencl the bsnquet 'that ewning. I trust that no emorganC7 
will arise which ... i 11 campe l me to be array f'rm Cl«mtlalxl on 
that day. 

1th all good visbes and hoping to see you in Clsveland• I 
nn:rtn 

Very cordially' yours, 

ABBA lilLLEL SI v.m 
AHSaer 



ll4i fpstlnu Ji 1J1raternity 
GRAND COUNCIL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

LEWIS TOWER 

PH I LADELPHIA 2 , PA. 

R v . r . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
~ast 105th Str et at n 1 Roa 
Clev la ~ 6, Ohio 

.0 ar r . Silver : 

ovember 30, 1948 

I hasten to acknowledge your very gracious lett r o November 26th, 
i n which JOU hav~ indicatea your acceptance of th Phi vsilon i 
.!:i'r at .rnit - nnual at ion 1 Serv · ce A Ta d o the year 19-48 . Your 
ac pt0nce of our A Pr h meue me very ha ~Y , as I no it 'ill 
our entire membershi~. 

I an ctl:=-o ~enuin ly grai~if " h'"'t, b 
you · 11 fin it convenien attend 
at the Hotel Carter ·n Cl v 1 n on the 
Dec rob r 30th next , on which occ sion fi 
preqent·tion of the ,ar · 11 b m de. 
the nnouncen nt an ~rs nt tin will b 
of Clevelan ~, vho i a menber o our Fr • 
sue you re well ac u ·nte. 

unforseen em r ency, 
~ Convention Ban~u t 

v u·ng o Thurs ay, 
.t formal announcem nt an 

ccording to pr ent ~lens 
mad by . I . B1 

• . .t!'r i er er 
ni ty, wi tl1 hon I am 

The •. ,ional r sj nt of our :F'rat rnit . Mr . orman Korff of 
Chicae;o . The Convention Chairman is .Mr. ~ . S . i lziner of Clevelan . 
Mr . Fr ibe er, r . Korf , r . Mielz · ner or I ·11 e in con unica ,ion 
·, · h you bet een no·: the at of the ancuet , so that you Vltill be 
ully informed r ~r ny other necessar deta · 1s . 

To as.ur accur· cy l took tl libert to writ to r . arol son 
at the Ne ~ Yor O fice of the 1 r · c n ~ion · t Emer ency Council for 
biogra ic 1 aata on your c r r . I 1 a l o ·ritin s · mult'm ously 
to your Ex cutive Seer t ry, r . Ha ry A . Levy, r ~uestin'- sim · lar 
· n ormat ion . I um a l o sk·ng Mr . L evy for several ictures to be 
used fo publicr-tion , a. I trust he ,i ll h ve your p rmi s · · on to 
furn · h tbe . 

If you esire any furth 1 info 
co 1uni cat ., • th me . 

tion , pl a~ do not ho~itate to 

ay It ke this o _ortunity of these on to w· sh you, on be l f of 
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Phi E silon Pi ~raternity, continu Q goou health ~na spirit through­
out the ew Year , an form y, many ye rs to come . 

L .B' : B 

Louis . Fu h n, 
Chairman 
Co 1i ttee o th 
194 A nu 1 N 
947-949 Penn 
P sb rgh 2? , 

E~silon Pi Fr't nity 
Service J ward 



Mr. Harry A. Levy, 
Executive Secretary 
The Temple 

LOUIS M. FUSHAN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

947 · 949 PENN AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 

ATLANT I C 46 11 

November 30, 1948 

~ast 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Levy:-

Will you please bA ood enough to furnish me with ~ very 
brief anu condensed bio~rap yo Dr . Abba hillel Silver, 
startinc ·\dth the date and lace of birth, his school · ng, 
his pul~ • t assi t.nments and ending i ht do,m to ate , covering 
his recent bnd pres nt activiti sir conne ct·on "th the 
Pelestine movement and the Stat~ of Israel. If you have such 
biogrf• phical material on r. Silver elr repareQ, so much 
the better . However, if it is to be s.9ec · lly pre:pareu in 
ord r to fulfill my request, may t for your convenience, 
tat I oo not require y elabora te etrils; in fact a page 
o t~o o pure sta tist · cal biographical date tllJ suffice, so 
long as it is fairl co ete a r~mar·ly .;.. ccurate. 

I am also in need of several >i tures of Dr. Silver suitable 
for publ "cetion us. 

h ur ose which th · s inform tion is to serve vrill not e 
1ublically announced until DecembJr 30th n xt . Howev r , 
Dr. Rilver is a .&r of my ur os , anu if you \ill consult 
vi th him, I am sur h ill r nt you his rm:i.ssion to co _ ly 
dth thi~ re uest. 

The bio0 r.::.. hie 1 information an( the icture w·11 be need.ed. 
ver s ortly, nd so I ho _e th t I may hear from yon · n the 
matt r as soon as po sible . 

Ir gret to b obliged to 2ut you to this trouble, but your 
cooper t·on dll b, ~r~at ~ appreciated . 

Lr.!...L' :- .UH 

S ·ncer ly your·, 

Louis M. lt1 ushan 
Pa t .r a ion 1 P!'esident 
Ph" E silon p · FratJ nity 



• Louis ' • Fushan 
947-949 Pem Avenue 
Pittsburgh22• Penna. 

ear • Fusha.Di 

December 2. 194 

Your letter or . ovember Jnt.h ad ssed to • Harry 
to tor reply. 

has been turne over 

Dr. Silver was born in Lithuan:1 ... in 1893. He reoei his A. • b- . t 
Tarsi ty of Cincinnati in 1915 en h u~ ..... taneously craciua d tran I "•-·---

rev; Union Colle • In 1925 he cei d his D.D. tr the Hebrew anon Colle :e• 
and in 193· • hi Litt. D. tr stern He111Qr,re rsity. 

Dr. Silver rabbi ot a con 
to 1917. In 1917. t 
in Claqlam• the l 

Virginia, £r 1915 
the rabbi of The ~ le 

ica. 

Dr. Silver aerved s uni~ ..... rsity PNtaCJ18r t • Cornell• :vora ty ot 
Chicago• Syracuse• ue. In 1919 decor d by the French ,'OVOr'D-
ment. le is the author o ssianic peculat ons in Israel" • Rellcicm in a 
Changing orld"• and "Dalllocratic llDpUlse in Jar.Lah iiatoryw. 

Dr. SilTer is married and has acma - Rapbeel David• a junior at Harva-d 
uaiversity• am Daniel Jerwq, a student t the Jebrew on Colle • 

Ile is at preaent Chairman ot t American SectJ.on ot t. Jewish 
the rican Zionist Eraer ooy Council. 

ney 

I hope that this information will eerva your purpo•• I enclosi two 
loaa;y pr1nta ot Dr. Sil'V8r which I shall appreciate your returning to • 

The local mwspapera all hav cuta or nr. Sil r. 

S1nce1'81y yours• 

Secretary to Dr. Silwr 
er 
Enc. 2 

ot 
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AT L ANT IC 46 11 

ece 4, 48 

iss lizab·t Rice 
r ~y to r. Abba Hillel Silver 

le 
t 105tl St eet at nnsel oad 

Clev d 6, oh·o 

ear 

I 

my 
XC 
X 
r. 

l • 
! • 

C 

C nt 
llen 
utive 
Silv r 

• I 
t · o 

recei ... 
o on 

0 

i C 

the b ic 1 
... onse 

ness n 
in t1 ct 

... r:nts o 
ossi 1 . 

Fush n 
P st tion 1 re i nt 
Phi Epsilon Pi §r~tQrnit 

0 

OU 



ll~i Epsilon Ji Jf rattrnitg 

NORMAN KORF'F', BRAND SUPERIOR 
213 N . MORDAN STREET, CHICAl30 7 , ILL. 

MILTON K. BUSMAN, BRAND VICE·BUPERIOR 
1914 CLARK BUILDINl3, PITTSBURl3H 22, PA. 

STANLEY R. SUNDHEIM, GRAND TREASURER 

6BOB N. 11TH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 26, PA. 

LOUIS D. TRAURIG, GRAND RECORDER 

174 EUCLID AVENUE, WATERBURY, CONN. 

GRAND COUNCIL 

~ ~ Dece. ber 6 , 1948 

JOSEPH J. F'INE, GRAND COUNCILOR 

556 HURT BUILD I N13, ATLANTA 3 , 13A. 

ROBERT G. SANDLER, GRANO COUNCILOR 

1206 SAVINGS & LOAN BLDl3. , DES MO I N E S 9 , IA. 

ROBERT L. ADLER, GRAND COUNCILOR 

SU ITE 221, 549 W. WASH I N13TON ST., CH I CAGO 6, ILL. 

PAUL B. SPIWAK, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

520 LEWIS TOWER BLDl3., PH I LADELPH IA :Z, PA. 

Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
'The Temple 

st 105th Street at An el Road 
Cleve nd 6, Ohio 

Deer Dr . Silv r : 

I h 
Phi 
you 

ve a letter fro 
Eps i l on Pi 104 
have cvn e ted 

I am delig~ted t.~ 
forward t o meeting 
Decem er 50. 

NK :mt 

u- . Louis . Fu han , Ch irman of 
ti al Servi e A d Co ittee, 

to acce t Otll'" a ard for 1948. 

the 
·t 

you accep ed tis 
you and be1ng wi 

ar and am looking 
"OU i n Cleveland on 

Cordia 

//~'1(--
Nor n Korff , 
Grand Superior 



LOUIS M. FUSHAN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

947-949 PENN AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 

ATl.ANTIC <4611 

January 5, 1949 

Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
~as t 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

This is my very first opportunity to comply ¥dth your 
re q_uest in accordance with my promise. 

I arn pleased to enclose a copy of my report , as Chairman, 
which I delivered at the Grand Uonvention Ban uet of Phi 
Epsilon Pi Fraternity,held December JO, 1948 at Hotel Carter 
in Cleveland in connection with the announcement of the 
selection of yourself as the recipient of our Annual ational 
Service Awar for th ye r 1948. I also enclose a copy of 
the continuity which I pr parea. for the raa.io broaacast, and 
which I believe was follo.vea. quite substantially by both the 
announcer an Mr. I. F. Freiberg~r. 

I am very happy and eeply grateful to you for the effort you 
made to attend the Banquet. Your presence was indeed an 
inspiration to all those in attendance. It was a great 
pleasure for me to have the opportunity to meet you, and I 
trust that our paths may cross fre ~uently in the future on 

f:tually pleasant occasions. ay I ext en my best wishes to 
you anu to your family for a happy d significant new year. 

LMF: B 

~nc. 

Sincerely yours, 

-¾jv~ 
Louis M. Fushan, 
Chairman 
Committee on the Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity 
1948 Annual ational Service Award 
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E ORAMDU ... ----... -- ---
Jaiuar:, 6, 1949 

To I Rabbi Julius J. Nodal 

l"ra1u Rabbi Abba JH Uel Silver 

In ariting up the Phi Epsilc,li Pi Award, you 11181" wish t-o 
include a ti aentencea tran tlilt ci~ giwn by • 
r. Freibergar, ch I attac~ hereto. 

AHSaer 
Enc. 

• 



Januar., 6, 1949 

?Jr• Louis !l. Fushan, Chairman 
Cc.D1ttee OD Phi Epailon Pi Fratemit,y 
19h8 Ammal National Service Award 
947-949 Pmn Awnua 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 

?J¥ dear Ur. Fushan1 

Pennit ce to thank you tar ·your kind letter or Jemtar7 
5th and for the enclotlurea. I need not tell you that 
I was deep]1' mov•d by tha meeting at which the Award 
WU made, by what you am ' • FNibern-r aaid, am by 
the pmral apirit which preniled at the m•ting• I 
shall lon& IWWlber it.. 

The check which :rou gaw me am which aocaapanied t.ha 
•ard, I MV9 NDt this dq to the Jer.!.sh National 
rum w1 th the request 'that the namQ o~ the Phi Epailan 
Pi Fraternity- be inacnbed 1n tbe Oolden Boole in recog­
nition ot ite out.tan~ eerrlce to tbl Jawiah 118D 
in the ooU.p■ and uniwraitiea of country. 

W1 tb all good wiahea, ? ,_,...n 

Kost cordi•~ your•·• 

.ABBA HIIUL SILVFA 
us ..-



• ndel Fisher 
Jewish 11ational. Fund 
41 Fast h2nd Street 
Hew York, New York 

?Jr dear ltendal t 

January 6, ~49 

I am anclosing hennr.1.tb a check tor $1001 am I should 11b you 
to inscribe the name or the Phi 1')eilon Pi Fraternity in the 
Golden Book in recognition or its services to the Jewish man in 
the collega■ and universities of our country-. You~ h&V9 
read in the press that it is thio traternity which mrarc.d me 
their Annual National Service Award in connection with which 
there was this mone~ bonorari 

Please write to • Louie • Fuahan, Chairman ot the CmlD1 ttee 
on the Phil Epsilon Pi Frat.mi~, 1948 Annual National Service 
Award, who• address is 947-949 Perm Avenue, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 

With all good wishes, I ,,..,.~n 

Very oordia] ]7 yours, 

ABBA IIILLEL snvm 
AI5aer 
Enc. 
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Jan1, r 8 , 1949 

r . .... ba ... illo Silver 
o rnemple 

·ast 105th 3t . at nnel _Joad 
C eveland 6 , Ohio 

ost ~)elate 1, I :xi rot rnin ., o r ori inal ma: u cri t of ~ oui-' 
r dio address befo_.,e the -nanq1,,_et of _tJ' i "' ... silon i ·'ratcrni t 
on tJ. e occasion of the n_ ... __,nt nt tion tbc --ational 'e vice 
A ,ard of t.e 1 r ter~·ty-to. o. 

I an a so onclos • n on other 1 anuscri_ t , a 
d1ctor re a so i~ . Freiberger as , 11 
l ict :es that 1ere tak n t t venin ; n 

ft e i tro­
iec oft e 

: e 
~ 

e ease sent o t to 11 _ pers sc vices ; 
a extract from tho mi u our on ·11 ich iil 
nelf explnn tor • 

.. 1as c. great ..: ensure fo~ the r ... tern: ty to v 
t c • ,anquet to receive o r ard . .~our i spiri 
t oc asion ·,as rnle evidenc t' [•.t our .:.,ati 1 al ... 

rard Co. i ttee d1 ose nont •fi sely ·_n se ect:t 

. o • P- c..., cnt 
[lddre ns on 
rvi cc 

fo ~ o 
-

11 •ator1it.r ' s hig est honor to an outstand i r: A erico.n .Je·, . 

I 
I 

r - t pleasu c also to me e t ad spca: ,it u nd 
ct .. our service at an-- tii.e fo h atcver ... ssistnn ce I na .. r 

e le -'-'.o 

. · t ,..·YJ.ce o,..,t r 
e deavor duri • 

rd,.. ~or ro r c ntin1 · n 
49 , I n 

lot 

:-zes. octfull . ours , 

st ndards of 

fuJ?~~c_ 
UL B. ' I ,fie 

.,..,,xec 1 tivo -crct ry 



PHI EF5ILON PI FRATERNITY 

520 Lewis Tower Building Philadelphia, Penna. 

NOT TO BE ,RELEASED BEFORE 10:00 P. M. ~EST), DECEMBER 30TH, 1948 

Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. JO. Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, former 

president of the Zionist Organization of America, was tonight named as the 

recipient of the Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity•s National Service Award for 1948. 

The award is presented each year to the Jew who has made "the finest 

contribution to the essential Jewish life of America." 

Presentation of the award, which is @ymbolized by a suitably inscribed 

plaque, was made at the annual convention banquet of the Fraternity at the Carter 

Hotel here tonight. In accordance with the Fraternity's tradition, the name of 

the recipient of the award had been kept secret until the actual presentation. 

The plaque was pr sented to Dr. Silver by I. F. Freiberger, chairman 

of the board of directors of the Cleveland Trust Company and a member of Phi 

Epsilon Pi Fraternity. 

Dr. Silver's address of acceptance was broadcast over a coast-to-coast 

radio hookup of the Mutual Broadcasting System. 

Other speakers at the convention banquet were Thomas A. Burke, Mayor 

of Cleveland, and Bill Veeck, manager and part-owner of the world's champions 

Cleveland Indians. The 44th annual convention of the Fraternity opened at the 

Carter Hotel yesterday. Representatives of 33 active collegiate chapters and 

J2 alumni associations were in attendance. 

The National Service Award was presented to Dr. Silver for his constant 

and unselfish activities in behalf of his fellow Jews throughout the world. A 

graduate of the Hebrew Union College in 1915, the Lithuanian-born rabbi simulta­

neously received his A. B• degree from the University of Cincinnati. 

-more-
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The fifth in a line of rabbis in his family, Dr. Silver's first pulpit 

assignment, immediately follmving his ordination, was to a congregation in 

Wheeling, West Virginia. 

He served abroad in World Viar I at the request of the French and 

American governments, and in 1919 he was decorated with the order of "Officer de 

l • Instruction Publique11 by the French govenunent. 

In 1917, Dr. Silver became the rabbi of The Temple in Clevelarxi, the. 

largest liberal synagogue in America. He has occupied its pulpit ever since, 

and under his rabbinate, The Temple has become one of t he foremost Jewish congre­

gations in the world. 

In 1925, he received his Doctorate of Di vinity (D.D.) from the Hebrew 

Union College and in 1938 the de ree of Doctor of Letter s (Litt.n.) was conferred 

on him by Western Reserve University. 

In 1939 he held the post of Dudleian Lecturer at Harvard University, 

and at various times Dr. Sil ver has served as university preacher at Harvard, 

Cornell, Chicago, Syracuse and Purdue universities. 

The publication of his book," essianic Speculations in Israel," in 

1927 earned for Dr. Silver the highest recognition in the field of theological 

scholarship. His later 1't>rks, including "Religion in a Changing World" and 

"Democratic Impulse in Jewish History" have won for him an important place in 

theological literature. 

Dr. Silver is best known in Jewish life, however, as a leader in the 

Zionist movement. He did not adopt Zionism; he has grown up in it. He has 

devoted his entire life to the exercise of that leadership, For at least two 

decades, he has been the central figure in American-Jewish effort for the re­

construction of Palestine, One of the most outstanding orators in America, he 

has been probably the most articulate of American exponents of the Jewish Common­

-more-



. . . .... 

wealth cause. He helped build an appreciation of Zionism and Palestinic Hebrew 

culture among his colleagues in the reform rabbinate and he helped also to 

integrate a respect for Zionism into American life. 

A past president of the Zionist Organization of America and still one 

of its greatest spiritual forces, Dr. Silver has also served as the national 

chairman of the United Palestine Appeal and has held the post of national co­

chairman of the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, overseas Needs and Palestine. 

He also served as a member of the Near East Relief Committee. 

Dr. Silver is presently the chairman of the .American section of the 

Jewish Agency for Palestine and chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council. 

Despite his many duties and obligations to the Zionist movement and its 

related projects, Dr. Silver has always managed to devote much time and effort to 

the betterment of the social conditions of his own conmunity. These activities 

are many and varied, but illustrative of this side of his remarkable personality 

and vigor it is appropriate to mention that he is a member of the Executive 

Board of the Larger Regional Government of Cleveland and a member of the Con­

sumer• s League of Ohio, 

Dr. Silver is married and has two sons, Raphael n., a junior at Harvard 

University, and Daniel J., a student at Hebrew Union College. 

The National Service Award Committee, which selected Dr. Silver as the 

1948 Award recipient, was headed by Louis ·,A:. Fushan of Pittsburgh, and included 

Jesse Acker of New York; Rev. Dr. Stanley R. Brav of Cincinnati; Philips. 

Eisendrath of Los Angeles, and Theodore T, Shafton of Chicago, 

Previous recipients of the Award, in chronological order from 1935 to 

1948, includes the late Miss Henrietta szold, founder of Hadassah; Rev. Dr. 

Stephens, Wise, president of the American Jewish Congress; the late Dr. Cyrus 

Adler, former president of the American Jewish Committee; Rev. Dr. Jonah B. Wise, 

-more-



co-chairman of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee; Associate 

Justice Felix Frankfurter, of the United states supreme Court; Dr. Albert Einstein, 

world renown scientist; the late Lucius N. Littauer, philanthropist; lbn. Herbert 

H. Lehman, former Governor of New York state; the late Henry Monsky, former 

national president of B•nai B•rith; Professor Louis Ginzberg, noted Hebraic 

scholar; Ji>n. Samuel I. Rosenman, presidential advisor to the late President 

Roosevelt and President Truman; Bernard M, Baruch, noted economist and president­

ial advisor; Rev • .lk'. Julian Morgenstern, former president of Hebrew Union College, 

and Dr. Abram I.eon Sachar, president of Brandeis Unl. versi ty. Drs. Morgenstern and 

Sachar were joint recipients of the 1947 Award. 

-JO-

encl: news mat of Dr. Silver. 



1948 PHI EPSILON PI FRATE UITY A NUAL NATIONAL SERVICE A .. hD 

SUGGESTED R DIO SCRIPT 

(INTRODUCTION BY A'INOUNCER) 

This broadcast is coming to you over 
from the Hotel Carter in the city of Cleveland where delegates and 
guests attending the forty-fourth Annual Grand Convention of the Phi 
Epsilon Pi Fraternity are gathered at a Banquet in honor of Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver. Dr. Silver is to be presented this evening with the 
Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity Annual National Service Award for the year 
1948. Announcement of the Award is to be made by Jlr. I. F. Freiberger, 
one of the leading citizens of the City of Cleveland, Chairman of the 
Board of the Cleveland Trust Company, and prominent member of the 
Fraternity------ Mr. Freiberger. 

(INTRODUCTION OF D • SILVER BY LIB. F ·EIBEHG.!!iR) 

Gentlemen of Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity, assembled in Grand Convention 
here in the City of Cleveland, Ohio -- and Ladies and Gentlemen of our 
radio audience: 

To me has been assigned the welcome task and privilege to announce, on 
behalf of Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity, -- founded in 1904, with under­
graduate chapters established at thirty-three of America's leading 
universities and a host of lumni Associations organized in cities and 
communities from coast to coast, -- the Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity 
Annual National Service Award for 1948. 

The Connnittee on the Award has, for the year 1948, selected for this 
honor and distinction none other than the eminent American rabbi and 
Jewish scholar, and the foremost exponent of the Jewish Conunonwealth 
cause in America, and perhaps throu~out the world: Rev. Dr• Abba 
Hillel SilverJ 

(AP L USE) 

Beginning with 1935, Phi Epsilon Pi has each year bestowed this 
recognition upon the Je or Jewess, who in its considered opinion and 
judgement, has made an outstanding and exemplary contribution to the 
essential Jewish life 01 America. In making these annual awards, it 
is interesting to observe that no steriotyped pattern has been followed. 
In fact all walks of life and fields of human endeavor have been 
explored and rewarded. For exam le, let me name the recipients of 
the Award in previous years: Miss Henrietta Szold, Rev. Dr• Stephens. 
Wise , Dr. Cyrus Adler, ev. Dr. Jonah B• vise, Justice Felix 
Frankfurter, Dr• Albert 1 instein, Mr . Lucius Littauer, Hon. Herbert h • 
Leh.man, Henry Monsky , Esq., Mr• Louis Ginzberg, Hon. Sanruel I. Rosenman , 
Hon. Bernard 1 . Baruch, Rev. Dr. Julian l-,lorgenstern and Dr• Abram Leon 
Sachar. 

To this distinguished company of former recipients of the Awa1~d the 
addition of Dr. Silver's illustrious career and record of achievement 
is indeed fitting, harmonious, and complimentar•y. Dr. Silver's 
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outstanding accomplishments are far too well known to require 
detailed enumeration here. surfice it to say that his unbounded and 

fully demonstrated capacity for leadership in the Jewish pulpit, in 

Jewish culture and theological scholarship, in American-Jewish community 

affairs, in the merican-Jewish effort for the reconstruction of 
Palestine, in the good fight for international recotnition of the 
State of Israel, in the social progress of our public school system 
and in the welfare of community life in general for Americans of all 

faiths and national origins, -- yes, his inspiring leadership in so 
many enabling and humanitarian causes has stamped Dr. Silver as one 
of the truly great figures of our times. 

At fifty-six, Dr. Silver still gives the impression of youth. His 
fighting spirit is young. His impact upon American Jewish life and 
the American conmunity in general is the impact of youth •. toreover, 

underlying all, Dr. Silver is always a man of Godl Despite his 
tremendous devotion to practical and material tasks, he has never 
permitted the ttlife of the hour" to destroy, for him and f' r the many 

who bask in the sun of his rwarm influence, "the life of eternity". In 
his own phrasing, he never suffers ttthe timely' to erase "the timelessn. 

'Je are happy i th and honored by his presence 1 ere tonight to accept 

our humble tribute to his remarkable achievements. To you, Dr• Abba 
Hillel Silver, I now present this engraved Certificate emblematic of 
the Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity Annual National Service Award for the 
year 1948, and with it this modest honorarium which we know you will 

be delighted to present to the charity or project nearest your heart --­

Dr• Silver. 



0 O.i.il 1948 A:ID C TI OF 
I Y, D•C 29 - =o- 31, 19~8, CL ~! , IO : 

, rater Tarold rondelo\7 , ueens College, offered tho follo·:r .i.ng 
reso ution : 

e rt ereb-.: esolved: t:bat P 1i ....,"' silon Pi P aterni t i ve a 
s . c ere vote of thanl:s to t' e ~ ev . Dr . •bba I ill el bilver for 
his inspiring address in acceptance of tl e 1,48 ational 

er ce ~,ard at the 'ta
0 

.,_;anquet . 

e It urther - oso vcd: t t a cop of t'1is resolution be 
forwarded to r . ilver . 

, rat er ~?erbert ... • erg er , 
t e resolution . 

ive~sity of ~outh Carolina , seconded 

Upon vote, the resolution was unanimously approved . 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Temple on the Heights 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Sir·-

226 Bradford Street • 
Pittsfield, ass. 
January 10, 1949 

~ am wr1tin, in ehalf of several 

friends and Lself, to tell ou hor 1ns 1r1ng 

~e found our radio epeech of a week or so ago, 

on the eve~lng you received the Phi Epsilon 

Pi Frater lty ward. Our eneral 1o istic 

inclinations, and our entrusiasm for tte State 

of israel, were certainly ~ef.t.red that evenin. 

Int at connection, ten, would 1t 

be possi le for us to get a cop of our addreae. 

To be able to reread that message, from time to 

time, ould be a continued source of personal 

pleasure. 

Yours truly, 

L. ,1,.~.~ ~. ~ 
S~~-C; olman 
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THE TEMPLE 
CLEVELANJ 6 OH 10 
31439 100 00 

Receipt iJ acknowledged wit/i than£J 
Jewish National Fund~ lne. 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
I. 105th St. ai Ansel Road 
Cl eve land 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January lJ 
19 49 

Mr . Mendel I . Fish r 1a preaentl7 on t OUl" in behalf 
of the Jewish H tional Fund and i a not expected 
back t or about t wo we ks. 

Ve are truly gr teful to you for your kind contri­
bution of $100.00, th monetary accompa.D7J11ent of t he 
Annual lational Service Award of the Phi lpailon Pl 
Fraternity, which you have ao richl.7 merited. It 
dforda ua great pleasure to enclose herewith our 
receipt. 

In compliance vith your request we baTe duty informed 
Mr. Louia M. Fuahan of your kind cont ri button for 
inscribing hi• freternit7 in the Golden ~ok. The 
certificate haa already been ordered and vlll ahortly 
be sent to Mr. Juahan. 

Vi th all good wiahea. 

IE:hr 
Enc. (1) 

~ 
Iaidore lpatein 

Aasiatant to hecuti•e Director 



llr. Seyaour C. Kolllan 
225 r:radf'ord Street 
Pittsfi ld, Mass. 

dear • Kolman1 

January 17, 1949 

~. Silnr is out ot the city-, and I an, there.font, taJdng the 
liberl7 of acknO\Tled ing your letter of Janunry 10th. I knmr 
that • Si1V"3r will a ati..fie b;y y ur kind worda 1 and it a 
COJ'T o£ is ac!dress tore the Phil 11.on Pi Fraternity-, Iall 
sure that he will .......... o ail le to y: • 

Si ce ly y s, 

ere ~ to • ilver 
er 



E X ECUTIVE OFF I C ES 

LEWIS T O WER 

PHILADELPHIA 2 , PA. 

lt~i Ep.ailntt Ji Jr rattrnity 
GRAND COUNCIL 

January 18, 1949 

Rev . Dr . bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Clevelan 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

Thank you very much for your kin ~ letter of January 6th. 

You will be pleased to learn that I have this day received 
The Golden Book Certificate from Te J wis National Fund 
of .America bearin"· the following inscription: 

"In Honor of the 
Phi Epsilon Bi Fraternity 

In Recogn·tion of Services to the 
Jeiish Men in the Colle es and 
Universitie s of Our Country -

(Signed) Morris Rothenberg 
President of The Jewish ational Fund 

of America" 

The Certificate further indicates that the above inscription 
was :personally inscribed by you, anu may I assure you that 
Phi Epsilon Pi Fraternity is deeply ap reel tive of this 

vi ence of your hig regar, as well as fully cognizant of 
the great responsibility entailed by our continue efforts 
to measure u to the standar, which you h ve set for us . 

I forwar ing the Certific te to our Executive Offices in 
Phila elphia where it wil b , fr ed nd exhibi te for post0r • ty . 
I know it will alw' ys be a constant source of ·nspiration to 
our Fraternity. 

iith my most coru·a1 gooa. wishes and kindest personal rears . 

L : DB 

Sincer ly yours, 

~A: Lou s .Ushan , 
Chairman 
Committee on the hi Epsilon i Fraternity 
1948 Annual ation 1 Service A·1ard 
947- 949 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh 22 , Pa . 



I 

II 
FURNITURE COMPANY 

C l E l T 

Dr . Abba Hillel ilver 
The emple 
Cleveland, Chio . 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

Unionto n, enn . 
April 18, 1849 . 

I w sh tot ke th s humble moans of 

conb atulating you upon rece • v ·· n g the Phi Eps lon 

Pi raternity 1948 ational er ice A ard . 

:Curing 1930 I :a 

hi Ep Hou~e at h Uni er 0 ity o 

during the past fa years h ve been 

up r or of the 

ttsburgh 1d 

m., bor of the 

ational Administrative Counc_l of the Zionist 

Organizat on of A.~orica Rn p st pre id nt of he 

Tri State neg on. 
• 

lJ thi has place ~e in a position 

to kno that Phi Eps lon Pi could not h em de a 

better cho ce . 

.ay you onjoy a long lie of continued 

service to Jowr . 

'1th kindes personal r gard, I am 



. .. ,, 

' 

, 

April 21. 1949 

• Lester Cohen 
Cohen Furld.tun, ~ 
tJniontown1 Pema;rlY&llia 

dear • Cohens 

the receipt 0£ y lcind letter 
~ lpril 18th. tJlBJOk ttr. 79ur ftl7 heartening 
words. It indeed t.bo~ ~ Y9U to write to •• 

th all good " .. ~ .-

~t cordi 117 y urs, 

ABBA IILLEL SI Tm 
. 1er 
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