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WEMORANDUM TO THE BRITISH LABOUR PARTY ON
THE SITUATION IN PALISTINE - SUBMITTFD
BY THE JEWISH SOCIALIST LABOUR
CONFIDIRATI®N DPOALE~ZION.
LONDCN. 2nd Septomber, 192y,
1. The gruve <vents in Pulestine demand the im. ediate znd
most serious attention of the Party. Security of life hus not
yet been restored, und the situstion is still full ef

dungers. But it is cssentiul to reslise tne full sisnificance
ef rcecent nuppenings,
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2o dc¢ de net intend t¢ chronicle the scvquence 2f events
the lest ten duys of bloodshed und herrors. Nor dc we roee.
Lt as necessary tu refute herce «~the sbsurd lepends, which
are¢ re-cchued in Cairo, Bugdad and +ndix, thut tne Yews huv:
attucked the frubs in curder tou estublish Jewish dominaticn
cver Pulestire, c¢r that the Yews huve sinister desiens couinst
the Holy Pluces of Islum, *. ese ideus ure the very busis of
a proveutive propurundi expressly designed to stir up the
izcslems of diffcrent countrices und tie Arabs of Fulostin
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upgeinst the Yeuish Pulestine vement.,

Se The “uatbreuk wus the result of uw well planncd premedituted
determined ettempt to, vxploit  the' peliglous feclings wnd
funwuticism f\/wostea Arwbs. :ild rumours «crc circulated und
lying uweccusuticns in ccnnecticn.ei th the Viailine Jull ¢ ntroversy
rcused pussicnsl s /they) war. \inteadtd t. d. until this

viclent consluught-ogiinst the dewish pupulction wus ut

last curricd Quts

o

The vbjeets uimed at by the inztigetérs of thic dis
ure, however, nzt rcligious but pcliticel., 1t is, in th
first plucc, an attempt to intimidute the dews und destroy
the growing understending «wnich eight yeurs of uninterrupted
pcuce und prosperity wnd increusing co-gperstion betucen
the cummen pceeple of the country wus sehicvin~i; 1in the scceond
plicc to bring pressurc tu bour on the Lubour Goevermnont to
reverse w policy «hich was likely te came te fruition under
its rcgimc; wnd, lastly, to resterc the politicul influene:
cf the Husecini "dynusty" wiiich dominutes the Lxecutive £ the
¢«nd thce Supromc Meslem Councils The lotders
of this egroup, disersdited for cormption und perstnel lﬁbi'i-“

”

amen~ the arabs tuemsclves, instiputed theso huapponings in
the hope of reguining amidst the blocdsivd wnd confusicin

somc thing of their lost presti g,

1, These fucts in ne «ay diminish the rcsponsibility of th
P.lcstine Administrution, Their astounding leck of

infor tizn and foresirnt, their nopleet of the urgontly
necussury procuuticns, purticulurly after the demenstretions
of August 16th and 16th in view of the groqine widespresd
unrcst, huas boeen cendeuned by the public cpinion of fnis.
oountry und that of the .orli. Thev huve becn charecd flth.
incumpctince wnd witn huving let duar the good name f Pritish
wdministretion. Yever befor. tive Britich officicls boen
socused of hivine ullewced ecnlditions to wrise wnicn *’?‘ it
pussiblc Tur pogroms tnd pussueres of the Tsuriet Hussiun

fyp-\ ty tulo g.vl'-Ct'..
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But the root of the evil is decp-r «nd will not be curcd
by the dismissal of even the¢ hichest pluecd officisle., The
systoem which they attempted to administer hus been proven wrong.

O For yeers we huve pointed out, and e7ein ae recently us in
July to Lord Pussficli, that a wide mulf exists bctween the
decelared intentions of the .andatery Govermment in Lendon

and tne attitude of the Administration of the spot, whilst
many influcenticl off'icials in Palestine are indiffercent, or
even hostile to thnc object and intentions of the .undute. They
heve bec nmore conecrned with pleacatin~ the cnemies of th
tiundate than in encouraging the resettlement of the Jzws.

There nas been no eleur evidence of intention to
impleient the Mandate by the Government of Piul:stine, Their
~ttitude in industricl, Miscal znd labour mattcrs has token
littlc nccount of tne spesinl needs of Pulestine us u gountry
of immigration «nd scttlement for the Jewish werk secking
masscs,

The usucl reply to eur oriticissms and usugrestions was
that the cotuul pelicy guuraenteed the peeco end sceurity of
Pulestine cven whilst Syrie was insurrcctionury wnd Egypt wis
smouldsring., The eoonemioc progress resulting frem deiich
sctivity, the steady influx of & populution with higher
stendards end of Jewish money - ©ll these were ienorcd. £t
the seire time, in spite of the promiscs given on the disbanding
of thc Gendurmeric, the numbor, of Jews in the police ferce ine
reduced and w Fromtier Corps was creinted from which Jews wer:
pructicully cxoluded., | The dcploreble events of reecnt d:vys
huve explodecd the legends of scourity tssurcd and ef the
wisdan of the attitude ajopted,

6. In vies of ‘the totel fiilurc of the previiling methozs
of administrution, we wish to outlinc the immediste pclicy
t® be pursucd.

The first esscntial is « chunge in the Polestine
Administration, o change of spirit und hearts The (x.cution
of' the sundute cunnot be centrusted to officiuls @ho have no
fuith in 18e justice und pricticibility. Such men cannot
be expected to cvelve the right methods of putting the Kundnte
policy into cffect.

7. The reorgunisution of the dufence foreus of the country

is th: ncxt noecssury step. The Jews should constitute 50

pcr cent of th. Pulestine Folicc wnd w«n adequutc proportion

of the Frenticr Defence Corps. The fuet cunnet bo overleok.d
thut the Ar:b Policc purtly duscried thelir posts during the
outbreak, aund thuat the Fronticr Cerps could not be rclied upon.

84 Wu urge w revision in the relationship of the Governmont

to voluntiry Jeuish sc¢ lf=defence It hue beon «guin provid
thet in scversl instunces Govormment protection did not erclve
in time end the Jows werce slauzhtered outright when they could
net dcfuend themsclves. In some pluccs, th.y did orgunize fer
se1f-defence but thesc groups #ith thelr incdequete arms and
little truinine were disurmed and aprested by the ilitery
authoritics on the spat at the time when the Administration
could not cncok the siaughter and provi:ic umple prot¢c:ion. .
The most huniliating and incuxplicable policy was the disbanding

_ -pnicnt
even of the Yewis, sp.cial constebles cnrolled by the (overnncnt




ahen the cerisis broks cute 1t is all thc more distressing,
a8 the Administretion is r.ported to have yi.lded in this
natter to the threats of "prmnincnt—hosl¢ms." Yo must say
that the effect of such weasures against Jewisr sclf-defence,
apart from the loss of Jewisn life whioch it facilitutes, must
be morally disestrous,

9. We associst. oursclves «ith the claims of the vYewish
National Council for compenseation for loss of lif:c and ef
property. This is an iruecdiate responsibility of the Pal.stine
Government. However, wc wonld suzeg st thot this is a case

in whicii thc Sheikhe and Effcngdis sheuld be nade to pay fer

the destructinn in their vicinities., This bcaring of the
burdcn of their own policy will bring home to them its full
effects.,

10, Thesc mcasurce should be preceded by & restatcmsnt and
reaffirmation of ‘he British polisy in Palestine., As in ycars
past, whon difficulties have arisen, the outery is reised in
e certein part of the Press in this country for "scuttling
eut of Palectine", This mostly "jingoistic" press docs not
mean in reality that Barland snould wbandon Palestine: it
only meens that Brituiz should abundon the Jews.

Wnatever the motives which induced British statesmen of
LELEEi0k ReT 1o, 1280860 e Kicrhdt e 40di RR1LAUL L aR, of Jewdsh
Palestine Mandate is perhups the. only onc which dmes embody
the idesal ef internationunl serpvice. It offers help te &
perscoutcd and lendless people. It establishcd international
pretection ror Jewish immigration &nd scttlement in Palestine
en national linds. This i8 the . spirit in wnich the Nandatory

regime in Polestine hes been conciived by the webour Pacty
both hefor: and after the B:olfour Jiclurution und was

approved by the whole Intcrnationul Labour Movement,

We consider it of the greatest importance thut the Labeur
Geverm.cnt should in this hour of triul ani advarsity for the
Jo.ish pcople reiterate i's doterwination to continue its
trustecship for the Leamue of f[ations and to dischargc tnis
intcrnationnl obligation to the Jewish people snd Falestine,
The Governnent siould make its decision to curry out the
~undate wholenecartedly both in the letter and in the spirit,
end to orcute in Pulestinc such adwinistrative, politicul and
cconomic condi tions whicn will further and sceure the
reecttlement in Pulestine of large Jowish muasscs and the
establishment of the Jewisn homclend,

11. An enguiry should be hcld into the eircumstunces leading
to the prescnt disturbunces, und to probe thelr ciuscs. It
should not however delay the tuking of sucr steps &s ar.
noeessury to upportion the responsibility of thosc officinls
who mey be guilty of acts of com.ission or of omission, The
¢nquiry shouli be holi in Pelestine by en impartial body of
distinpuishcd men whosc recommcndations will carry great
weight with world public opinion.
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& Such un_enguiry should not -deter the Government framwudopting
A ~the fsecdiate miusures—outlined in this.memorsndun.
1l2. We are convineud that the peuceful deve lopment of

Pelestine depends first und for most on un undorstunding «nd
co-opuration betwoun Jews und Arubs, and we wish to declure,
undeterrcd by thesc tragic cvents whion huve murred their
relutions, our roudiness to do 1l we cin to b in® about such
un understanding. The view of & s.otion of the Sritish press
wnicl. bclicves in traditional hostility bctweon the two ruccs
is ‘gnorunt und without foundution. Tt is calculated to play
into thc hanis of opponunts of pcaceful devclopment. In
actual fact the workers of both peoples have bogun to
on-opcrute in trudc unions, and business men in-chembers of
com . orec., dJecuish hospitals do their work for Jew end Areb
alikc. The visitor to the country could sce until these
events, two peoples livinz side by side learning to respect
onc enother, and to work for the welfare of thoir country.
Fcudal chiefs afraid of tne gpeving cooperation used that
last dosperat. method, the rousing of religious fanaticism

te keep them apart.

Unfortunately the srad working masses arc not y.t vocel
and their pretended leaders moke unwarrantod claims on their
behulf. Still we ace convinecd that even in thes. circumstunces
an understanding hetweoen the two pcople could h. reuched if
thosc who cluim to speek ci behulf of the Arubs would wnow
that the dritish Governnent stends firm by its decision to
help the Yowish people to re-estublish themsclves in Pulcstine.






