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THE CONGREGATION MISHKAN ISRAEL FOUNDED fUO 

ROBERT E. GOLDBURG. a.Iii, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Isre..el 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Clevels.nd, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

ORANGE AND AUDUBON STREETS 

NE'W RAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

May 29, 1951 

Because you speak with courage and conviction for so much of 
American Israel, I beg your consideration of the following snd will 
be guided by whatever counsel you may care to give me. 

The statement made by Judge Irving Kaufman when he imposed the 
death penalty on Mr. and llrs. Julius Rosenberg included, according 
to the press reports, a reference to his praying more than once in 
the synagogue and asjing God's guidance before invoking the sentence. 
Considering the treatment of those who collabors..ted during the war 
with the Nazis, and the clemency granted to the Nazis since the war, 
I was shocked by his invoking the death penalty under the circUJD­
stBnces of the Rosenberg ease. Since never before in American 
history has this been done, I felt that the Judge's severe sentence 
was due pe.rtially to the current hysteria and partially to bis 
over-zealous patriotism. In e.ny event, I could not see why the 
synagogue and the God of Ismel bad to be involved in such an issue 
and made, by the Judge, to sanction bis action. 1he enemies of 
our people have charged often enough that our God is one of strict 
and stern justice without the attribute of mercy, and Judge Itaufman 
seems equally convinced of this concept. 

I thought perhaps that a group cf Rabbis might feel, the same way 
and be willing to send a letter to the IEW YORK TIMES or find 
some other appropriate channel to answer Judge Kaufman. It might 
help in obtaining clemency for the convicted couple, or at least 
might deter other Jmge Kaufman's from shielding their eagerness 
for retribution behind the facade of the Jewish religion. 

I am a graduate of the HUC, Class of 1945. During the brief years 
of my ministry, I believe I have seen the development of trends 
which bode ill for American Jews and ultimatel1 for the peace 8Dd 
security of all. I look to you, Habbi Silver, for your counsel in 
this matter. 

With all good wishes, 
Sincere 

~ 
REG:A.S 



l&bb1 Robert E. Ooldbura 
Conpption eblran 1 ... 1 
0nt.Dp and Audubon St.fteta 
U.W Hawn• Connect.1.aa~ 

V., dear Priendt 

Permit me to acknawledp the receipt or your letter or~ 
29th. I read it 11'1 th a great deal of interest. I• too• 
feel that the imposition ot the death penalty b7 Judp IrviI)l 
Kaufman upon the Ro•nberga was mdque in ita •verity. I 
do not bellfffl! 11 howwer II t bat it would oo . . p 1 to start 
public agitation against hi$ decision. Fro such an itation• 
I aa afraid no good eo-.1ld co to ruvone oncer • I beliew 
that thns 'Who are deE'p~" interested in the tter ould do 
woll to write directly to the J ee and to t.he PN,aiden1- or 
the unlted c-tntes• appealing rar clemency II ut voiding cr1t1-o1am and condeir.nat;.on. 

It would nl>t be deeirable 1n ~ judgment to ke this in aIJ7 
...,- a Jewlilh issue exclutJively. If arv group repreaentation 
ia llllda to the Juda- or ta. Preaident• it should be •ca by 
Jffa and non-J-• and by l.Qan •• •11 u ministen. 

111th all good wia•• I r1 21n 

lloat oardial~ 100re. 

ABU HILLEL SILVlll 
AHStar 



THE CONGREGATION MISHKAN ISRAEL FOUNDED 11,0 

ROBERT E. GOLDBURG, a.#. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

ORANGE AND AUDUBON STREETS 

NEw' RAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

June 11, 1951 

Thank you very much for your prompt and kind answer 
to my letter. Your counsel and advice is good. 

I read a reprint of your recent sermon in yesterday's 
edition of the New York Compass and as usual I thought 
it exceptionally fine. 

I know how busy you 'Nill be at the C.C.A.R., but I will 
try to see you for a moment and thank you for your letter 
to me. 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

REG:AS 



Committee To Secure Justice 
In The Rosenberg Case 

JOSEPH BRAININ 
Chairman 

DAVID ALMAN 
Executive Secretary 

SPONSORS 
( Pertiel List) 

Nelson Algren 
Emily Alman 

Dr. Herbert Aptheker 
Ivan Von Auw 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

January 7, 1952 

E. 105 Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Babbi Silver: 

I 050 SIXTH A VENUE 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
BRyant 9 -%9◄ 

Thank you for giving us permission to reprint your letter to 
Mi-. Bloch. Dr. Edward K. Barsky 

Prof. E. Berry Burg um 
Alice Hill Byrne 
John F. Cl•w• The letter will be printed in full, from the salutation to Mr. 
Rev. 1. c. Collins Bloch to the words"pres 1dential use" which end the concluding 
Rabbi Abraham Cronbaclparagraph, with no deletion or changes of any kind. 
Prof. Ephraim Cross 
Marjorie 0iSilva 
Dr. Katherine Dodd 
Dr. W. E. 8. DuBois 
Gertrude Evens 
Weldo Frank 

Joseph Friedman 
John Gojeck 
B. Z. Goldberg 
Shirley Graham 
Nahum Greenberg 
Louise Herding Horr 

An asterisk after Mr. Bloch's name will be explained below the 
letter by: "J:manuel Bloch, counsel for t:ie Rosenbergs". 

A double asterisk or other sin after "presidential use" will be 
explained below the letter by: "Rabbi Silver has given permission 
tp reprint this letter in its entirety, in view of the fact that 
portions of it have previously been published without authoriza­
tion." 

James lmbrie The letter will be introduced by the words "A letter by Rabbi 
Rev. Spencer Kennard Abba Hillel Silver." 
Hon. Robert Morss Lovett 
Dr. Bernard Lubke 
Dr. John Merselka 
John T. McMenus 
Mrs. Bessie Mitchell 
Capt. Hugh N. Mulzac 
William A. Reuben 
Or. John L. Simon 
Leon Straus 
Lois Timmins 
Elizabeth Todd 
Or. Leonerd Tushnet 
Or. Gene Weltfish 

... 2111 

The complete list of 
follows: 

others to be included in this brochure 

Commonweal Magazine, January 9, 1953 
Dr. Roland H. Ba1nton, Yale Divinity School, Conn. 
The Churchman, editorial November 1, 1952 
Jewish Examiner, editorial, October 24, 1952 
Boston Chronicle, editorial, November 29, 1952 
Hillel Rogoff, editor Jewish Daily Forward, Nov. 29, 1952 
The Nation, article by Arthur Garfield Hays, Nov. 8, 1952 
Mary Van Kleeck, sociologist 
Dorothy Thompson, The Washington Star, April 12, 1951 
The Rev. John Paul Jones, N.Y. Times, Nov 28 
Tne Jewish Day, editorial, Octo ~er 16, 1952 
Max Lerner, New York Post, June 19, 1952 
Jewish Chronicle, editorial, Indianapolis, Indiana, Dec. 5 
Father Frank North, Nashotah House, Wisconsin, in a letter 

to the PreU.dent 
Rabbi Dr. Meyer Sharft, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Jewish Morning Journal, column by Jacob Glatstein, Oct.29,193! 
Dr. Rudolf Carnap, Instittt-e for Advanced Studay,Princeton,~.J 



.. 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver Jan. 7, 1952 page 2 

Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel Prize Winner and renowned nuclear scientist Samuel B. Gach, editor and publisher of The California Jewish Voice, Nov. 26, 1952 Rabbi Abraham Cronbach, Cincinnati, Ohio A cable from twenty Israeli Rabbis, Nov. 18, 1952 Charles E. Raven, Prof. Emeritus, Cambridge University, England, Chaplain to HM, the Q.leen Dudley Collard, attorney, England 
The Vecy Rev. C. W. Chandler, Dean of Waikato, New Zealand Duke of Bedford, Woburn, Bucks, England Rev. Stanley Evans, England 
Sydney Silverman, Member of Parliament, England Lord Chorley of Kendel (formerly Cassel Prof. of Law in the University of London) Nicole J. Dreyfus, prominent lawyer, Paris Janet Jagan, Member Georgetown Town Council, British G*iana Jewish Western Bulletin, official organ of the Jewish Council of Vancouver Editorial, Toronto Hebrew Daily Journal, Nov. 24, 1952 D. N. Pritt, London, Queen's Counsel 

The only text in the brochure, aside from the above-indica)ed quotations, will consist of the words:"The people Speak Out on the Rosenberg Case 11
, and the words "Issued by: National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case, 1050 Sixth Avenue, New York 18, New York. BRyant 9-9694. 

I hope that the information givea you here is satisfactory. As soon as copies are off the press I will send several to you. 
In closing, I should like to express my humble admiration to you for your great courage on this issue as well as on many other issues. Such inspired leadership as you have given, to Jews and non Jews alike, Has always been the hope of our country. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
David Alman 
Executive Secretary 



Committee To Secure Justice 
In The Rosenberg Case 

JOSEPH BRAININ 
Chairman 

DAVID ALMAN 
Executive Secretery 

SPONSORS 
lP•rti•I Uat) 

Nelson Algr•n 
Emily Alman 
Or. Herbert Aptheker 
Ivan Von Auw 
Dr. Edward K. Beraky 
Prof. E. Berry Burgum 
Alice Hill Byrne 
John F. Clew• 

Jan·ary 12 , 1952 

Rabbi Ab~a Hillel Silver Clevelan0 Temule 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

1050 SIXTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
IRyent 9-9694 

Enclosed you will find several copies of the brochure, 11 The 
Peoule Snea.Jr Out in the Rosenberf; Case II whtch I oromisec. to 
send you as soon as cooies -rere available from the rrinter. 

Rev. 1. c Collins We took extreme care to carry out the letter e.nd the sryiri t 
Rabbi Abraham Cronbech of our agreement . An earlier oroof issued, in rhich the 
Prof. Ephraim Croaa Printer had taken unon hi~self to cut your letter ,as rejected Marjorie DiSilve and destroyed 
Dr. Katherine Dodd 1 

• • 

Dr. W. E. 8. DuBois 
Gertrude Evans 
Weldo Frank 
Joaeph Friedman 
John Gojack 
8. Z. Goldberg 
Shlrley Grahem 
N•hum GrHnberg 
Louise Harding Horr 
Jemea lmbrie 
Rev. Spencer Kennerd 
Hon. Robert Moras Lovett 
Dr. Bernard Lubk• 
Dr. John Manalke 
John T. McManua 
Mrt. Bessie Mltchell 
C.pt. Hugh N. Muluc 
Wllli•m A. Reuben 
Dr. John L. Simon 
Leon Streu, 
Lola Tlmmlna 
Ellubeth Todd 
Dr. Leonard Tushnet 
Dr. &ene Weltflah 

...... 

I thin·· you •rill be ~R.tisfied , on readin 
we have adhered to the agreement . the brochure that 

If , however , you fe ~l that we have ta~en any liberties, I ·uuld 
anT)reciate your telling: us so , and r,;e will make 1ha tever 
chanees you desire in our next ~rintin· . 

Please ac 0e0t our thanks for your ccoryeration in this m~tter. 

Sincerely , 

~ 
DAVID AL Jf..A 
EX .... Ct:T I E S~CR ... ':.'AR~ 



200 LETTERS BACK 
ROSENBERG APPEAL 

Urey, Dr. Shapley, Rabbi Silver 
Oppose Red Spies' Execution 
- Clemency Bid Up Today 

Letters from 200 scientists cler­
gymen, educators and union' offi­
cials were tiled yesterday in Fed­
eral Court in support of a move by 
Julius and thel Rosenberg, Soviet 
atom spies, for a commutation of 
their death sentence. 

Federal Judge Irving R. Kauf­
man will hold a hearing today on 
a petition by Emanuel H. Bloch, 
defense counsel, for judicial clem­
ency. It will be opposed by James 
B. Kllsheimer 3d, assistant United 
States Attorney. 

The Rosenbergs, convicted of 
t rian mitting sec1·et atom bomt 
data to the Soviet Union, are 
acheduled to be put to death the 
week of Jan. 12. They are in the 
death house at Smg Sing. 

One of the lettera was written 
b):' Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel prize 
wmner and noted nuclear scientist 
of the University of Chicago. Dr'. 
Urey's letter, dated Dec. 16, said 
he had read the trial transcript 
and lhta the Government's case 
''rests on the testimony of David 
and Ruth Greenglass. I found the 
testimony ot the Rosenberga more 
behevable than that of the Green­
glasses." 

Urey •out.raced' by Penalty 
t>r. Urey continued: "Accepting 

the ve1·dict as correct. I am amazed 
and completely outraged by the 
unequal punishment which has 
been given. I believe the Ro. en­
bergs are 02• have been Commu­
nists or very sympathetic to Com­
munist ideas. I regard auch people 
as unreliable generally, but I do 
not believe in punishing people 
unless they commit crimes." 

The 200 letters were from per­
sons here as well u from England, 
France, Australia, Japan. Italy and 
Mexico. Among the writers were 
Dr. Harlow Shapley, director of ' 
the Harvard College Observatory; • 
Rabbi Abba HUlel Stiver of Cleve­
land and Waldo Frank, author. 

Jn their affidavit the Rosenbergs 
C'ontended that the Government 's 
caee "stands or falls on the testi­
mony ol David and Ruth Green­
gla s.'' 

"We have never been able to 
comprehend," the Rosenberg• aaid, 
''that civilized and compassionate 
coneciencea could accept a smiling 
'Cain' like David Greenglass-or 
the 'serpent' Ruth, his wife, who 
would alay, not only his sister, but 
his aiater's husband, and orphan 
two small children of his own 
blood. 

"How firm 11 a verdict predi­
cated upon the testimony ot 'ac­
complices,' tr·ading their Judas 
words for a few yeara of their mis­
erable lives? 

"We have always . said that 
David. our own brother. knowing 
welt the coneequence1' ot his acts. 
ba rgarned our Jives away for his 
life and bi1 W1fe'1." 



EMANUEL H. BLOCH 
<;;OUNSELOR AT LAW 

401 XXX 
270 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 7 , N . Y. 

PHON£ WORT H 2 885 " 

October 17, 1952 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Clevelani T•ple 
Cleveland• Ohio 

Dear Sirs 

I am the attorney for Juliua Rosenberg and Ethel Bo,eaba-g. his wife, who were aentenc~d 
to death upon their oonviotion for nolating the eapionage l••• of t.he United State, by 
oo nap 1ri 11£ to transmit illfora ti on about the a to mio bomb tD the Soviet Union. 

Th• innocence or the Rosenbert;•• •intained stoutly by them at all ti••• and evidenced 
by their pleas of 110t guilty arid testimony at the trial• 11 atill an issue that haa not 
been laii. to rest. I expect to continue or inatitute proceedings immediately to prove 
their innooenoe. In the event. however, that theae prooeedinga are unauooea&ful, 'tile 
Roaenberga may still apply to the aentenciag judge. and thereafter to the Preaicleat. for 
a reduotion of aenteno•• irre1peotin of the iaaue of guilt or innooeno•• In the event, 
however• that these prooeedinga are unauooeaaful• the Ro1enberg1 •Y still apply to 
the 1entenoing judge. and thereafter 1:-Q the President. for a reduction of the sentence. 
irrespective or the issue of guilt o~ innooence. 

The •~ath aenterio• in thi1 oase is unpreoedented. No civilia• oourt in the entire 
hietory of the United States has ever ordered suah a punillhment fbr eapiomge. Even 
the oonteaaed atomic apie1--Fuoha• Greenglaaa and Gola. obaracteri&ed by the Joint 
CongreaeioJllll Committee OJl Atomic Energy as the most dangerous reoe1Ted only jail 
1etrtenoee. lloreover. Ruth Greengla••• the wife of Davii. Greenglaaa, ala> an avowed 
eapio-.ge agent. •• never ibiioted or prosecuted in•~ manna-• but, on the contrary, 
waa perm.1 tted to r•a in a tree 1110 ••• Bot.h tbe Jo int Coad ttee and the Houae Comd ttee 
o• Un-Aaerican Aoti vit1•• • 11bo &1MlMd th• guilt of the Ro1enberga, relegated their 
aote te a ainor am w,important poaitio .. 

Moreover. 'the core of the oharg• agaiut the Boaenberg• •• traffick wl.th the Soviet 
Unioll during World War II at a tiae llben the Soviet Unioa ••• our ally• t.here 
was 110 charge in the illiictmerrt or prolt at the trial that the Rosenber ga had 
any intent to injure ~• United St&tea. 

Finally, t.hia ia in oo ntraat with the punishment mete• out to suoh trai tore aa Axia "Sally" 
or "Tokyo• Roee 11bo had traffiok with ow- enelllJ duri1g Worltl "War II and yet reoeived 
the relatively mil• aentencea of ten and fifteen yeara. 

Shook. horror and revulaioa have been expreeaed at the eentenoe of death 1~ thia 
oaae, a feeling Ulat it ia cruel aDI inhwnan and barbario. •ey believe it to otrena 
the American tradi.tio• ior hua.nity ana justice. Other• are uneasy that the reat of 
the worl& 111111 look aab.noe at the exeoutio» of auah a sentence in the United Stat••• 
and fear t.hat the prestige of 0\11" oo untry will thereby be umlera1••• 

It will be relevant, it• •• and when I aball be conatrai 1184 to aak tor oomawtatioa 
of the eentenoe, to aubrnit to the oourt or t.he President •~reaeiona ot publlo opinioa 
ooncerning the death aentenoe. 

1. theretere, take the liberty to aak you. •• an outatanding c1 ti &en. to ooaaunioate 
with ae your viewa •• thl• aspeot •f the oaae IO that the ••e •Y be preeentecl tor 



,. 
> . f 2. the Court• a ao naid.eratiolle The publio •Y al ao be intereated in your # Tina on thia aubjeot. but. if you deaire that the eaae be aont1dential except tor Court ua• or execut1 ve uae. •Y I •••ure you that I will treat your reply 111 a oonfldentlal •nner. 

I WO\ll.41. be grateful for your 1-diate re1ponae aince ti• 11 rumu11g abort• 

EHBa 

ACI 

Very tnal7 your-. ~ 

iaanue l B. Bleoh 



• 

Kr. !llllUIJel H. Bloch 
401 Broadlrq 
•• York 7, 1Mr York 

-, dear ur. Blochs 

OCtober 2), 19S2 

Fendt• to acknolfledge the receipt ot your letter ot october 
17th. I haw accepted the wrdict ot the couna 1n their con­
notion ot the R.oNnberp tor Yiolating the ••pionaae law• ot 
our oountey. The or1a ot which tha7 ta-n bMn found pilt.7 
1• a heinous one, and I find no 11111P&t.bT in ,q haan tar 111D 
and WOMD who betft7 their CO\D'ltry'. I W8 eepeoia~ re•~ 
tul ot the etton that •• made to drag in the i■IN8 ot anti­
Snd ti• 1n this 11C>st untortunate affair. 

However, I believe that the death •nten• which hu been im­
poaed i• unirec,edented in the lepl annal• of our country aa 
a punisbmnt tor eepiomae in peace-time. I bellew that our 
oountr,' 1• et.rong and great-hearted enough to be aercUul. 
Should, therefore, an appeal be made to the court or to tha 
Preaident ot the United state• tor clemeDC7 and tor cc uta­
tion ot the death •ntence, I n prepared to add.,. name to 
such a plea. 

I do not wish aJJ7 publ1oit7 t.o be giwn b7 you to thia letter 
ot mine or to rq poeition in the •tter. I wish it to be held 
confidential except tor court or Preeidential uee. 

Very 111.noere~ youra, 

ABBA HILLEL SILYm 
AHS1er 



Dr. Abraham Crnnbach 
.3098 Riddle View Iane 
Cincinnati 201 Ohio 

October 29, 19S2 

I received your note. I a enclosing herewith copy ot a 
oontidential lettm- hich I wrote to Kr. Bloch. I beliew 
that this letter tul:cy- st tes rq position. 

With all gr.od wimu, 11 , I rema n 

)lost oordi.al ly y our 11, 

'1.BBA lftLLTT, f"! ' 



Dear Dr. Silver:-

Will you send or sign an appeal to President Truman that he commute 
this dreadful sentence ? Will l'> u let me know ? 

Uordially Yours, 
n 

{Uh ~,,, VSo-,li>~l--t\--
Abraham Cronbach 

3098 Riddle View Lane, 
Cincinnati 20, o. 



EMANUEL H . BLOCH 
C OUNSELOR AT LAW 

401 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 13, N .Y. 

PHONE WORTH 2 - ee151 

-ovember 13, 1952 

Rabbi bba Hillel l ilver 
The Temple 
Ea~t 105th ~treet at Ansel ,oad 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

ear ~abbi Rilver: 

I ish to acknowlPd e your letter of October 23 , 1952 
expre:sing your opinions concern ng the ~Pntence of 
death upon my clients, Julius and ~thel Rosenberg. I 
regret that _ was unable , because of the pre. o legal 
work in thRt case , to re~ponn to you :ith the promptness 
that I should have liked to . 

a ~ure that your letter, together with the many many 
others that have been ~ent to me , will car rv gre~t Ieight 
when annexed to a petition for the re uction of the death 
sentence, either before the ~entencing judge or the 
~re~ nent of the TTnited ~tat es . 

~xcept for the~e purposes, I shall keep your letter, pur­
~uant to your reque~t, in thP stricte~t o confidence as 
T ave until this point. 

_ ay I add that I am very grate ul to you ~or having 
trou led to communiJate with me in this matter . 

Reqpect ull/ yours , 

• 
./ E. . Tt.JF H. RLOr.H 



EMERGENCY COMMITTEE OF THE ARTS AND PROFESSIONS 
TO SECURE CLEMENCY FOR THE ROSENBERGS 

108 WEST 44th STREET • NEW YORK 36, NEW YORK • Clrcle 6-2927 
December 16, 1952 

near Rabbi Si.L ver: 

I am writing to you about a most urgent matter -- clemency for the Rosenbergs. 
As you know, they are scheduled to die in less than thirty days -- the week of 
J'anua.17 12th. 

The prominent citizens whose Il8JD8S appear underneath my signature share my 
concern and have authorized me to write to you on their behalf as well as my own. 

We enclose a copy of an advertisement which embodies a plea for clemency. 
This advertisement will appear (full page) in the Bew York Times on or about 
December 29th. 

We ask you to join with us in this "Plea for Clemency" by adding ~our name to 
ours and others as a sponsor of the advertisement. 

We believe that you, like ourselves, are appalled by the severity and finality 
of the unprecedented sentence. The imposition of the death penalty would irrepar­
ably hurt our good name throughout the world, as is already manifest. It would 
traduce those American ideals which are based upon a deep regard for human life. 
In the most profound sense, justice and humanity demand the exercise of executive 
clemency 1n the Rosenberg Case. 

~A In addition to yourself, we are asking about seventy other distinguished 
y( persons to sponsor the advertisement. A list of their names is attached. Your 

affirmative answer will add substantial weight to the growing plea for clemency and 
may be decisive in saving these two lives. 

A card and self-addressed envelope are enclosed. Since time is running out, 
may we ask that you fill out and mail the card to us at once. 

Rabbi Abraham Cronbach 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Rev. X8lllleth Ripley :rorbee 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Attorne7, R. I. 

Stephen Love 

264 
Proteesor ot Law, Borthwestern UniTeraity 

Chicago, Ill. 

Waldo :frank 
Writer, Truro, llaaa. 

Rev. 1ohn Paul Jones 
Brookl,111, B.Y. 



Dec•ber 18, 19S2 

Dre Cl-na J. Franoe 
108 West la4tb street 
... York 36, H• York 

II)' d ear Dr. n-anoe 1 

I regret that I cannot pendt the UN of rq nae •• a 
8J>01180r tor tm qi.a tor CleMnay11' whioh 1a to appear 
•• a full-page adftrtia-n. I haft ~ upl.&:lned 
rq peaition to Irr. 1. H. Bloch, the atttr1W7 tor the 
Ro•nberge, in rq owmd.oation to him of oatober 23, 
1952. 

Very sincerely ours, 

1BBl lmIEL IL\'m 
AHS1er 



Please add my name as a sponsor of the "Plea for 
Clemency", for the Rosenbergs, a full page adver­
tjsement which will appear in the New York Times 
on or about December 29th. 

Name ....................................................................................... . 

Address ................................................................................. . 

City ....................................................................................... . 
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llr. ,-nuel H. ro.Gch 
401 Broa~ 
Rew York 7, Jiff York 

ICY dlar Mr. Blocha 

Janua17 5, 19S) 

under de t.e ot OCtober 17th you wrote me to upre•• 1117 n- on the RoNn­berg••• Jn your letter 70u tated1 "The public 1117 aleo be inter ~ed 1n your T.l.ewa on thia aubject, but it 70u desire that the - be oonti­deritial except for Court UM or executive u.se, may I assun you that I will treat 7our npq in a contidential •nner•• on OOtober 2.)rd I gaw you a.r Yi.en and stat.di • I do not w1. sh &JV" publici v to be dftft b7 you to this letter ot lli.ne or to -., poai\ion in the •tter. I wiah it to be held contidential e:mept tor court or Preaidential u••• 

It', letter ••• not kept contidentiale rt waa eYi.de~lt.urned Oft!' to the lller19D07 Ca 1ttee ot the Art. and Pl"oteeeiona, who proceeded to UN it 1n a rtiU,.page adftrtiN11ent. 

Dr. Cl-~ J. Franoe wrote to• and to ot.Mre, I us11111, underdate ot ~~th, ntqueating tha UN ~ -, ,... •• eponaor tor nab an adftrt:t-nt. tJnder dat.e ot December 18th I wrote to Dr. Jlranoe ate.t­inge • regret that, I cannot perait the uae ~-.,.,... •• a apon..- tm­• ''Plea tor Clemency'ror the RoNnbera which 1■ t.o appear•• a t\a.ll,.paga adftrti•,..t,• I have~ explained 111' position to llr. Be Re Bloch, the at1:orne7 tor the Roaenberp, in JV cCIIIIUni.oat.1.on to hill ot October 2J, 19S&• 

I deplore thie action and I think that an explanation ie in order. 

Sinoerel)r yours, 

AHS1er ABBl HIILEL SI LVD 



DR . CIEMENS J. FRANCE 
108 WEST 44 STREET 
NEVf YORK , NEVI YORK 

JANUARY 5, 1953 

UNDER D~TE OF DECEMBER 18 I EXFRESSLY DENIED YOU THE :lIGHT TO USE MY 

lAdE J N CONNECTIOIJ \'.'ITH f.. PLEA FOR CLEMENCY FOR THE ROSENBERGS V CH 

W S TO AP?EAR AS A FTJLL PAGE ADVEHTISEUENT . I FIND TN THE CLEVEIA'ND 

PIAIN DEALER THIS MORNING THAT YOU Hl7E DISREGA .IDED MY EX?RESSED WISHES . 

I REGARD THIS AS ALTOUETH+PnEHENSIBLE , ~UALLY REPREHENSIBLE TS THE 

USE OF AN EXCERPI' FROM lJY LETTER TO MR . EIDCH OMI'l'TING Tl-IE FIRST PA GRAPH 

WHICH VIAS AN FBSEJTIAL PAR.T OF MY rosITION IN THE CASE IN THAT I STATED 

THAT I ACCEPTED THE VERDICT OF THE COURTS, '!'HAT I REGARD T'4E CRIME FOR 

','J1IICH THEY H.A'lE BEEN FOUND GUILTY AS A HEINOUS ONE ., THAT I FI NO 

SYMPATHY 'I MY REA.RT FOR MEN ANT) WOME.J WHO BETRAY THEIR COUN'IRY , THAT 

I WA... ESPECJ ALLY RES 'IFUL OF THF. EFFDRT THA T .,LIS Y~DE TO DRAG THE 

ISSUE OF ANTISEMITISM IN THIS MOST UNFORT TE AFFAIR . RESPO lSIBLE 

PEOrLE ro OT Acrr I N THI s MAJ/,tR . 

ABBA HI LIBL SIL VER 



MR . EMANUEL tf . B!DCH 
L 1 BROftD"JAY 
NEW ORK 7, "!EV'l YORK 

JA U ~(. Y ~, 195 3 

FOLI.OWING IS COPY OF TELEGRAM SENT TO CI.EUENS J. FRANCE , 



Januar., S, 19SJ 

~nenl .rtiU.ue llein 
uo Dearborn sweet. 
Chicago, n1:1no1a 

ICY dear Oenenl lleina 

In oonnect.1.nn with 1111' correapondenoe with Mr. E. H. Bloch, 
tlw at,tornq tor the Roeenberga, wh1oh I Nnt you, you ■q 
be intere t.d also in the encloaed letter whiob I aent t.o 
Dr. ,ranoe ot tba Pllerpncy Oolll1ttee ot the An• and Pro­
fession• who nquested • on December l.6t.h tar the u• ot 
rq 1111111 1n connection with a propoad adwrtiaement. DI 
epite of.,. mqnaeed request not to UN ST._, thq have 
prooeect.d to u• it in their adftrti .... nt of toda7. 

With all good wiat.e, I remain 

Kost oonl1all1" youre, 

ABBA. BILI.EL SI IiDl 



1220 SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

LT= lnt'I LettcrTelei:ram 

ESTERN 
UNION 

W . P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 
1953 -JAN \Ml..T= lnt'I Victory Lrr. 

• The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of datinatio 

GO.CLA O LO I G DL PD=NNn NEWYORK JY 6 143P= 
-RADBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER. THE TE~PLE= 

·EAST 105 & ANSEL RD= 

YOUR T LEGRA:• .. OF YESTERDAY REACHED :1 E ONLY TH IS r.~ ORN I fJG-., 

REGRET THIS DELAY IN REPLYING~ PLEASE DELIEV THAT ~E FULLY 

RESPECTED YOUR LETT R DATED DECELlBER 18 IN WH CH YOU STAT_D 

THAT YOU COULD tlOT PER J IT USE OF YOUR NA 1:1E AS SPO f SOR FOR 

PL-:- A FOR CLE i ENCY ·~H I CH VJ AS TO APPE R AS FULL PAG 

ADVERT' SE tA Er r·. HO\'JEVER VJHEN YOUR LETTER TO '.1R "BLOCH I3E CA, .. iE 

~ATTER OF PUBLIC COURT RECORD 11 CL MEr CY HEARING BEFOR-

JUDGE KAUFr.iAN , \JHE f~ IT VJ AS ,.~EN TIO DIN LEADI NG EV/ YORK • 

NE .'J SP APE RS AS VJ ELL AS .1ArJY J E 1JSP APE RS THROUGHOU T THE 

COU TRY , WE BELIEVED WE COULD PROPERLY QUOTE FROA IT WITH~ 

OF COURSE, SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO RECORD FR0 . .1 WH ICH IT VJAS 

- TAi<EN.· IT 'JAS f OT OUR I TENTIO N IN A Y VAY TO CONNECT YOU 

OR A y OF THE I ND IVIDUALS FRO ,n WHOSE STATEi.' Er TS QUOTATIONS 

VJ ERE USED I fl THE SECTION OF TH E ADVERTIB;:1/ Ef T HEADED APPEALS 

FOR CLE UE JCY AS SPONSORS OF ENDORSERS OF THE ADVERTISE ,·. -r-~r . 
ITSELF= 

.; END 1= 
) 

TBl!l COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROlf ITS PATROX, CONC.1:RXJNO ITS S&RVICII 



I 
• WESTERN ,m 

UNION 
✓ 

SYMBOLS ' 0.Ass OF SER.VICE 

This is a full-nte 
Telqram or Cable­
pm unless Its de­
fened character is in­
dicattd by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre­
cedin, the addrea. 

W . P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

DL=Dav Letter 

N L=Nii;loc Lcc.tcr 

LT= lm'l Lener Telegram 

~l T=- Int'! Victory Ltt. 

The filinr time shown in the date line on telecrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point or origin. Time of receipt is .,TAN DARO TIME at point of deatination 

GQ.CLA160 SHEET 2= 

=}!EB LIEVE THIS IS CLEARLY SHOWN I THE ADVERTISEMENT• 
HO ~EVER, 1HILE QUOTATI NS USED l fJ THATS CTIO ARE 

I DEPEfJDE T OF ArJY Ef DO SE '.1 - iJ T OF ADVERT IS ;f ... 1 T, \'JE BEL I 
THAT SI 1C THEY 1 Re ALREADY PU BLIC, THEY COULD AGAI N BE 

VED 

USED PU BLICLY. CHO I CE OF EXCERPTS FRO i,• YOUR L • TTtR AS FRO .1 

0 TH R • ST AT - 1.: NT S '! - R - GU I DE D BY T 1.~ 0 FA CT O RS , SP A CE 
L I M I TAT I _o N s A D Ou R Ju D GE i·1lE r T A s TO " H AT p A RT s '/ 0 u L D s p AK 

- - ~ 

;_. OST DIRECTLY A D .~OST ELOQUE 1 TL Y FOR CLE r., NCY FOR 

ROSENBERGS. AS \'J AS rJENTIO NED TO YOU OUR LETTi:.R OF DECELDER 
16. ADVERT IS r. ENT \'l AS OR I GI f ALLY :.1E A, T FO PU JL I CAT IO · I J 

E'! YO K Tl :11 ES·.;- HO WEVER AFT R TL:ES SEr T US PROOFS, IT 
REFUSED TO CARRY ADVERT I SE ,.1ENT AS DID EVERY OTH-R E '1SPAPER 
I E\'J YORK·.- SHOCK I ~G I LLUSTRAT IO ·J OF DE N I AL OF FRE DO A OF 
PRESS I N BROADEST SE f SE~ W WERE FORC TO GO TO NE 1SPAPERS 
IN OTHER PARTS OF COU NTRY~ THEREFORE ADVERTISE : E T YEST RDAY 

APPEARED s1 ;. ULTA1~EOUSLY I CLEV LA D PLAI J DEAL R, 
~ASHI GTOJ STAR AID ST LOUIS POST DISPATCH= 

:E, D 2= 

,,. 

THE COMPANY \\.ILL APPRECIAT:E --tiGGE TIOXS FUOU ITS PATRO.-: co.·CJ:RXINO JT8 S&BVICII 



~OFSElVJCE 

Thii is a full"Tate 
Telqram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred charac:tet is in­
dicated by a auitab1e 
lflnbol above or prc­
cedine the addrea. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

W . P. MARSHA.LL, PRESIDENT 

1220 SYMBOLS 

{ 5 8 } ......_ '"'L=Oay Lener 
8 ~L= 'i~ht Letter 

LT= l111'l LctterTelq;ram 

Vl,.T= lm'l Victory Ltr. 

The filing time shown in the date line on telezrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt. is STANDARD TIME at point of deatination 

GQ.CLA160 SHEET 3~ 

~1E A EDE PLY SORRY TO HAVE CAUSED YOU ANY ANJOYAJCE OR 
E .1BARRASSE" ENTc· PLEASE BELIEVE THAT WHA TEVER ,.1 1STAl{E .1AY 

HAVE BEEJ .AD- , OR WHATEVER MISUNDERSTANDING , OUR PURPOSE .. ~ - -
WAS ONLY TO SPEAK OUT FOR CLE· .• EtlCY FOR THE ROS MBERGS o THE 
T I ~-~ E I S SO S HO RT, THE EE D SO U f1 GE[· 1 T FOR O UR O 

1

: n S AVES A 'I~ D 
FOR HUr:. Ai·. I TY-.- YOU HAVE OUR DE PEST R SPE:CT FOR THE 

COURAGEOUS ST/\f' .. D YOU HAV- TAl<E N FOR CLE .E, CY= 

CLc l ENS J FRA CE= 

TRI: COMPANY WILL APPUECI.-\T s GGE~TIOXS Fr.Oll ITS PATRO. -~ co. -cim~J ·o ITS S&BVIQ 



' 
J 

EMANUEL H. BLOCH 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 

401 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 13, N .Y. 

PHONE WORTH 2 · e8!51 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 6, 1953 

I received your letter dated January 5, 1953 in which you ex­
press your strong belief that I did not keep your letter to 
me, concerning your views on the Rosenberg case, confidential 
except for "court use or executive use". 

I do not know whether you wrote this letter to me after my 
telephone conversation with you yesterday afternoon. I hope 
not. 

In any event, may I reassure you that I did not betray your 
confidence, and that no one except the both of us knew that 
you had ~ent me a communication in which you explained your 
position on the Rosenberg case. 

I have been a member of the Bar of the State of New York for 
the past 28 years. My reputation for honesty and integrity, 
I believe, is unquestioned and unblemished. I have never 
broken my word to anybody in all my life. I did not break my 
word to you. I do not know what more I can add to try to 
convince you of this fact. 

I have studiously avoided becoming entangled in any mass ac­
tivity or public relations in the case. I have acted on behalf 
of my clients as a lawyer and I have conducted myself accord­
ingly. 

It would seem not improbable that any organization that may 
have been formed to protest against the barbaric sentence in 
this case may have turned to you, as one of our great out­
standing citizens and religious leaders, to enlist your endorse­
ment in support of a clemency plea. Any communication to 
such effect, therefore, of such organization, such as "The 
Emergency Committee of the Arts and Professions", to procure 
your favorable sentiment is not surprising, but, you may be 
secure in your own thinking, that their attempt to draw you 
out in a public statement did not emanate from me, directly 
or indirectly1 or was any such attempt occasioned by any 
knowledge tha~ I had received your views. 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver January 6, 1953 

May I repeat what I said yesterday. I trust that your justi­
fiable resentment against anybody who betrayed your cortridence 
should not redound to the disadvantage of my clients, for 
they, as I, were not responsible for such breach or trust. 
Moreover, their lives are involved and should not be jeopar­
dized by some stupid or disreputable act on the part of any­
one not acting in their behalf. 

When I submitted your letter to Judge Kaufman on the appeal 
for judicial clemency, I submitted your entire letter. After 
it was submitted in Court, it became a public record available 
to anyone who desired to inspect the same, at the office of 
the clerk of the Court. Consequently, if anybody looked at 
your letter, it was possible for them to excerpt part of it 
and fail to reveal the other parts without which, of course, 
your entire position could not be made clear. I assume that 
this is how this Emergency Committee obtained the quotation 
from your letter. 

Again, I implore you to grant me an audience, which will be 
completely private and confidential, so that I may gain from 
your wisdom and obtain advice which I badly need. 

EHB/yf 

Most respectfully yours, 

~ 

L H. BLOCH 

P.s. After the receipt of your telegram, I was successful 
in communicating with Clemens J. France of Providence, Rhode 
Island, the Chairman or the Emergency Committee, as well as 
the Acting Secretary of the Committee. Both of these persons 
promised me that the organization would write to you, explaining 
the incident and refrain from using your name in any public 
way in the future. 

EHB 



Tos Editor, st. I.ouis Post Dispatch 

lditcr 
aehington star 
aahincton, D. a. 
Dear Sir, . 

January 7, 19Sl 

I umeratand that an adYerti..-nt appeand in your paper apon­
md by the -rpDD7 ca■d \tee ot the --'a and Pro~•lliom 
whioh oarried an aaerpt froa a letter whioh I wrote 1D conaeo­
tion with an •peal tor olalle1m7 tor the Jtoaenberp. Thi• i.t­
t.er •• to be subld.tted tor Cour\ UN or l:aouti'V9 u• 1D tba 
c1-nay appul. It wu not to be ued in conmotion with a p11b­
lic qitat.ion. 

tbier date ot Deoaber. 18, 19S3, I wrote to the Chainlm ot tbl 
-l'pn07 o •ttee ot t-118 Arte and Profauion■, nr. Clae• J. 
Pranae, riat.inga •I rep\ that I oannot pn,d.t the u• ot 117 
n1111 •• a aponeor tor a plea tor olaeDa7 tor tbe Roeenberp 
which 1• t.o appear aa a tull,.page adwrtianent.• DI apite ot 
tll&t, rq expnned willhea were ignored, and onq an extnot ot 
the letter wu pabliaW 1n the affll'U••nt which Id.gilt ld.e-
lead people u to -, trm poaition 1n tt. utter. 

I •• therefore, enolonng Ill' letter in tull and I trull\ that 
you will tind apaoe in your Yaluad nanpaper to publish it. 

1fith kindest reprda, I aa 

AHSaer 
Ina. 

Moat oord.iall.7 your■, 

ABBA. HILIEL SILVD 



DR. CIEMENS J. FRANCE 
108 WEST 44 STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

JANUARY 7, 1953 

,, 
RECEIVED YOUR TELEGRAM OF JAN UJR Y SlX TH• YOUR EXPIANATION C l 

&1 Nf4. •satisfactory. I MUST AG\IN REPEAT MY ~UEST TO 

YOU THAT IN THE FUTURE YOU DO I-m USE ANY PART OF MY LETTm 

IN ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ABBA HIIJ.,EL SILVER 



, -, 
,, 

, 

January 7, 1953 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

I'm writting this letter to you as 1 was very shocked by something 

that I read in the lhonday, January 5, 1953, St. Louis Post-Dispatch l ewspaper. 

I would enclose a copy of the advertisement that appeared therein, ho,,ever I donot 

have a personal copy available at the present time. 

Briefly, the full page advertisement was entitled 11).~ust the Rosenbergs 

Die" and was published by the Emergency Cammi ttee of the Arts and Professions to 

Secure Clemency for the Rosenbergs. The advertisement contained among other things 

an alleged excerpt from a letter allegedly written by you to Judge lrving R. 

Kaufman, U.s, District Court, on application for judicial commutation of sentence 

Dec. JO, 1952. .l'he excerpt printed is as follows, ...• •"• .• I believe that the death 

sentence which has been imposed is unprecedented in the legal annals of our country 

as a punishment for espionage in peace-time. I believe that our country is strong 

and great-hearted enouah to be merciful. Should, therefore, an appeal be made to the 

Court or the President of the United States for clemency and for commutation of the 

death sentence, I am prepared to add my name to such a plea." The advertisement 

also contained a plea for funds and to have others write to the president for a 

request for a commutation of the sentence imposed. 

I do not know whether your pennission was obtained to publis this letter 

or if such a letter was actually written by you or if you have indorsed the work 

of this committee and those who compose same. Other than your own name I am unfa­

miliar with any of the other names appearing in the advertisement. 

I have alV1ays associated your name with those who are leaders of 

American Jewery and the leaders of Jewery throughout the world. Being a life long 

Zionist I have likewise associated your name with the outstanding leaders of that 



" 
• 
I 

-----2---

cause. I lmow many others both Jew and non-Jew who share my sentiment. 

I personally feel that your name being associated with a cause as 

here presented has done irreparable ha:nn to both erican Jewery and to 

Zionism in this country. The possible reprecussions maybe be world wide. 

I would appreciate very much if you have the time to do so if you would answer 

this lett er and state to me your reasons for your actions. Of course you are 

under no obligation to do so, but, if you ao see fit to do so I will greatly 

appreciate it. My faith in you as a leader of your and my people has been 

shaken and I would like to hear your side of the story. 

Although we have never met I extend to you my very best personal 

regards. I hope to hear from you real soon. 

Sincerely, 

;/. /, 

f vr: .JAlH fl . l<APLAw "-~ j'f,D(,, 35'"'2-~ 
4'JFFlc!E. PD'St ~-A~ fr . 

r-r: 1-EcNARD L,<JooJJ Mo ,, 
/ 



• 

Janua17 14, l9S3 

M. Jack H. r.plan tE Sl&063S22 
Pon J.&.o. ottioe 
fort t.onard lfood, J11190uri 

Uy d-ear !'riend t 

I reoeiwd your letter ot Janu&rT 7th addnaeed to me at tbl 
Ziom.•t ·orpnisation of Amerioa in Nft York and tornrdad to 
• hftre. I ·tir1sb I had the t:1Jle to anaw your question 110re 
tul]1'. The excerpt to which 70u re.fer and which appeu.d in 
the st. Louis Post Diapatch untonunatel.7 did not g:l.,.. a 
clear statement, ot rq poai tion in the i.a tter • I wrote to the 
editor ot the paper asking him to publiah '1113 letter 1n tull• 
which you will find in the encloeed brochuN. The letter wae 
•nt to the attan.7 tor the ao•nberp tor u• in a olaeno., 
plea. Iw. 11&7 alao be interest.Id in tbl enoloeed clipping ot 
an article which appeared this aorning in the I• York Times. 
Y••terd&T the pre■■ carried the report that Prote■8C>r Einstein, 
too, joimd in an appeal tor 0C11111utation ot the •ntenoe. 

One can CJnly toll.ow the diotat.e■ ot one•e con■aienoe in auch 
matter■• 

With wan.at regard■ and all good wiahee, I ra■n:!n 

)lost oordial.]1' yours, 

1BBA HI Lim., SILVDt 
.AHSaer 



, ______ _ 
Cl.ASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
T elei;ram or Cable, 
gram unless its de, 
ferred character is in, 
dicated by a suitable 
syr:,bol above or pre, 

WESTERN,,., 
UN IO N' 4BJ. ••• _'.. 

SYMoOLS 

DL=D3y Lcm:r 

NL=Ni~hc Lcrccr 

LT=Jm'I LcttcrTch:gram 

VL T = int'l Victory Ltr. 

"'ceding the addreu. 

The hling hme 5hown in the date line on tele&raros and day letters is tiTANDARD Tfl\fE nl nninl nr ,..;",n Tim<' of rc5~RL. is STANDARD TlM.E at pomt of uestin&~ion 

•. GQ.-Cl.A235 PD=CINCINNATI OHIO 11 ?Ji.OP:, 
1
'

3
-''.': i/ P/1 3 51 

W, P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

~RABBI ABBA H SILVER= 
THE TEMPLE EAST 105 ST At D ANS L RD= 

:GROUP OF PEOPLE :IN CLEVELAND ANGUISH STRICl<EN OVER THE 

PLIGHT OF THE ROSEfBERGS IMPLORE YOU TO GRANT A AUDIENCE -o 
A DELEGATIO WHICH THEY \JOULD Lll<E TO SEND TO YOU THEY 

HOPE THAT A VIAY SATISFACTORY TO YOU i IGHT BE FOUMD IN 

1 H I CH YO UR • l'N FLUE N CE . Jl I G HT BE E FF_ CT I V FOR .1 R CY T HE 

PERSON ASKING f1E TO APPROACH YOU .1 S MRS M.IL ROTHENBERG 

10127 SOUTH DOULEVARD CLEVELAND 8 ANXIOUSLY YOURS= 

:CRO BACH= 

TBE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS )'ROM 1TB PATRONS CONCERNING ITS BEl\VlCB 



. ; , 
,. 

~ 6/12/53 

ue~r r. Silver: 
Beca"C.se I know that the nos .,, bergs ar on your 

mind, I send. you tris copy of a. t'"'l .gram I forwarc..ed to ;ou today . 
to r.iake certain that it will n~t mi.carry. 

I b t lievc with all my heart that there are many people of in­
fluence ·ho would uladly ~ssociPte themselves with you in this 
last ninute effort. P1"0fessor Albert .l!iinst in t Lis v ry orning 
has demonstrited ~new how u tterly fearless he is in the face 
of those who would smother basic 1 n principl s . Perr.iape 
you could reach him by te1 £p'r.one, m.d then togt thcr go n.fter 
your colle~ues in leadership among Orthodox and. Conservative 
bodies . Dr . Brodie ' s intercession is certain41 mo~t ~ompelline 
.. nd should g iv courage to traditionalist s. ok £men. ' 0 , ld 

·pp~eciate hearing from you. 
'' ith warm personal iec:;ards, L Since~e . 

.. ,""frW 
~ 



Ci.Ass OF SD.VICI 

This ls a full-Tate 
T clegram or Cable­
gram unlcss its de­
ferred character is in, 
dicatcd by a suitable 
symbol above or pre,. 
cedine the addreas. 

WESTERN SYMBOLS 

UN I O N 1
. 
45 

J •.·• _...,_-t----• 

W, P. MARSHALL, PRHIDENT VLT=lnt'l Victory Ltr. 

The filing li.w.e 11hown in the date line on telegrams andday letter,; j t o ori • n, Time of receipt 1ii""" TA NDARD TI1\1E-nt point of destination 

I 1cro390 1~ JUN i2 • PM 2 52 
I I CT . I-JB.313 PD=l~EW YORI( NY 1? 226P= 

~nABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER= AiJse.t -~[) 

THE TE\ilPLE EAST 105 ST Arm ~UCLI D ~V~/ CLEVE=: 

BEL IEVE YOU :1 I GHT BE l iTE · ESTED THAT ISRAEL BROD IE. C IEF 

RABB I BR ITISH ELlPIRE AND RABBI LEO BAECK HAVE CABLED 
URG 1 flG CLEUE ICY ON APPEAL TO PRES IDE rT EISElHOijER 

HUUAfl I TAR I AN GROUIJDS= 

:JOSEPH BRA I JIN= 
0 

y I I .J 

77s-.J 
'K ~ 

7/tM, 

TljE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

·-



Cl.Ass OF So.VICI 

• Thls"u a fu11-rare 
Telqram or Cable­
cram unlea its de­
fC1TCd character 11 In• 
dialed by a suitable 
symbol abow or pre­
cedln1 rhe address. 

WESTERN I~ 

UNION '(on . 
W . P. MARSHALL. PPIIUIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Da\• Letter 

LT=lnt'I LctrcrTclqtram 

VLT=-lnt'I Victory Lu. 

The filin& time shown in the dat.e line on telegrams and day letters la STANDARD TIME at point of ori&in. Time of receipt iLSTANDARO TIMF; ~point of deatination 

b.u .JUN 12 P ,1 2 I U 
·~GQ .• ,CLA 91 LOMG DL PD=CD NEWYORK llY 2 19 04P= 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 

DELIVER 198 0 SHAKER= · 

AS AMER.ICAN OF NORdAL .INSTINCTS AND AS JEV COt-lSCIOUS OF 
PRECEPTS OF MERCY UNDERLYING JUDAIS~'l I At HEARTENED BY 

~ JTA NEWSDISPATCH TODAY THAT BRITISH E,JPIRES CHJEF RABBI 
ISRAEL BROD I - Ii AS JO I N£D YO UR COURAGEOUS C0h1PANY :1 N PLEA 
FOR CLEr.iEN CY FOR ROSENBER GS.•; YET THESE PO \'/ERFUL VO I C£S 

REFLECTING D -P CO;JCERN LEST UNPREC DENTED STI a;~1A ATTACH 
TO JEW J SH COiv1UUI" I rY IN A \~ER J CA APPEAR POVJERLE:SS I J F AC­
OF HYSTERIA A D FEAR IN 1-1 IGH QUARTERS:-; PROMINEf~T i1lE;vlBER 
OF Nt.W YORK BAR OF RO~.AN CATHOLIC FA.ITH CHI.DES fi.1E ABOUT 
APPAR NT ca r SP I RACY OF SILENCE AMONG ORGANIZ£D JE\'JISH 
LE ADER SH I P • H BEL 1.1:. VE S I F YO U T 00 K I ,1H.I ED I ATE , I N. I T .I AT I VE 
YOU AND OTHER JE11SH SPIRITUAL SPOKESMEN COULD ENLIST 
ACTIVE SY~PATHY CHRISTIAl CHURCH DIGNITARIES AND 
TOGETHER STIR THE HEART OF PRESIDE T DVflGHT EISENHOWER, 
H'(i.1S ELF A REL I GI ous UA ~ • TO co rM.1UTE SENTENCE ON GROUfJDS 
O F H U · 1 AN l'T AR AN ~ ER CY QUALL Y BAS I C TO CH R I ST I AN TY.: 
PURELY AS AN 'INDIVIDUAL \Vl 'THOUT PRESUMING TO JUDGE GUILT 
OR INNOCENCE OF ROSENBERGS IT SEEMS TO n THAT OtlLY BY 
D £ FER r, .. 1 t NT O R CO !'.~n UT AT I ON • RATHER THAN BY E ,(E cu T. I O O \'/' • 
CAN THE JEW I SH CO fvlM UN I TY HOPE FOR ULT I .nATE REf,JO VAL OF 

THE COMP . .\.J.'IT WILL APPRECIATE SOGGE TIOXS nov ITS PATRONS COXCllRNINO IT8 SIIRVICII 



\ - 1~20 
,,, 

SYMBOLS ' Cl.Ass o, Sn.Via ·-
Thia ii a full-rate DL=Day Letter WESTERN 

Telegram or Cable-
NL=N11:hc Lener UNI ON t am unlea itl de-

med d\araacr 11 ln-
LT= lnt ' I LctrerTclci;:ram dicated by a suitable 

IJfflbol abo9e or pre-
VLT.,. lnt'I Victory Ltr. cedin1 the addreu. 

W . P. MARSHALL, P"HIDENT 

The filinr time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letten ii STANDARD TIME at point of oriirin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of datination 

STIGL1 A OF TRE'ASO i{, BY 

TRANQUIL CL I i·1ATE ,· AS 

FAITHFULLY YOURS= 

St ARCH FOR EVIDENCE f f 1.10RE 
r THE HISTORIC DREYFUS CAS ~ 

-LOUIS RITTENBERG EXECUTIVE EDITOR ur IVERSAL 
J -=- r1 I SH - f CY CLOP ED I A FORMER ED I TO R O F L I BER AL 

JUDAIS i.1 920 RIVERSIDE DRJVE NEW YORV CITY= 

• 

THE COllP.\NY \\'ILL APPnEC[ATE SOGGE "TIO.XS FROM ITS PATBO. ·s CONCl:RNINO ITS saavtca 
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W, P . MARSHALL, ~,ui:a1o■NT 

SYMBOLS 

DL--Day Letter 

VLT-lnt'l Vi~ Ltt. 

~·-L LS 24 9 P lJ: TlJB P EV ERE ,ASS 15 3 .3 9P :.,E: 1553 d~ flfv' 5 3 I 

:RABB I A BA HILL EL S ILVE{= ~ / 
: CL EV t = --a_ A _....,_..,,,,,_. C '1--

~JU l' I I G Y l:ST c.RDAYS El: I I l'IG OF C 01 GI tG T I U~ TI F =-f: f: l :: ISl 1 A[L 

ld:V >E i ASS CHU~ET·1s THE iA"JOH I T{ PHf:S- PPI OVED A D 

A R OS BE \ G C L E . E 1 1 CY A PP EA L.. APP EA L A D A I E 

B E I I G • . 1 A I L Eu I OU J Y I O Y OU 1 H I S H EA T F f: LT C f I U , P L US 

THE ou rc1 1 r o-=- 1•0 i Lu sp 11. I TUAL LE ADE s A1 1 1 

TELE,:; ·~~ 1 TO PHE I LE T SIIA ES SIL E CE OF r "Ji.: •; I H 

Lt Ao -n s \: E B Es E E c ~ 1 Y o u ~ P E , i< o u ·1 T o ' 1 • t I c , . l J 1: ii I i Y 1 o u A Y 

I , .JJJ c./.o - j 

TBB COMPANY W'ILL APl'llECIATE SUOOIIIIJTIOMII PaOM .'1'8 PA n OOJfOSIUflNO rn MaVICB 

..... 



CUSS OF Sm.VICI 

Thi• ls a full-rate 
Telceram or Cable­
cram unlcu Its de­
(erred character Is In­
dicated by a auitable 
IJfflbol above or pr~ 
cedina the addraa. 

WESTERN UNI O N05J •• FX-IWI 

SYMBOLS 

Tbo &line limo ahown ill tho dato line on ieSTANDAlW Tlt".U: 11.lpointofd88tinatl011 

.NA2'4 PD=NEW YORK NY 15 \ -
I 

,.:RABB I DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= · I . 1 810 SHAKER BLVD CLEVE~ 

:WILL YOU ~AKE FURTHER APPEAL FOR CLE MENCY FOR ROSENBERGS 
URGENT SEE UREYS STATEMENT REPLY COLLECT= 

PM KOVITZ= 

c__, /--

. 
TBE COMPANY WILL APPRECIA.TJ,: SUGOF.dTION8 no~ ITS PA.TaON8 CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUOOKdTIOHB raow ire PATROl'l8 OONCIOUUNO ITS 8BRVICB 

Pll lLI P 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil.er 
Cleveland 
Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver 

19 Thornton Street 
Revere, Massachusetts 
June 1.5, 19 .53 

Enclosed is an appeal to President Eisenhower asking clemency 
for the Rosenbergs, and about which we referred to in our wire 
to you. 
Two of 

/The individuals signing this letter are over 7.5 years of age. 
One of them is regarded uniformly as one of the most pious, 
devout and scholarly among Greater Boston's Jewry. 

The individuals signing the appeal are members of the Con­
gregation Tifereth Isretll Revere. 

The outspokenstatements at yesterdays con-sregational meeting 
and the accompanying petition show very clearly that the bulk 
of our Jewish brothers and sisters will respond to even the 
slightest kind of leadership. 

We the undersigned at this time feel called upon to say that 
if outstanding Jewish leaders like yourself were to really 
speak up, even now, that the resulting response would be such 
as could make the difference between life and death for the 
mother and father of two small children. If Jewish leaders do 
not speak up arui if this shameful tragedy is not averted it 
will be to the everlasting shame of the Jewish people and 
particularly to thos~ Jewish leaders who remain silent. 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Dear Rabbi: 

Cleveland Ohio, 
june 16, 1953 

In the event that I am unable to speak to you personally, 
I take this means of addressing an appeal to you. This appeal comes 
from one who was confirmed by you in the class of 1931. One whose 
family, was for many years a member of the Temple, who lO'lew you and 
Mrs. Silvers' family long before you oocupied your present pulpit. 

As things stand, on Thursday evening Julius and Ethel 
Rosenqerg ere scheduled to be eleotrocuted. This sentenoe, handed down 
in a whirlpool of hysteria, has shooked the world, and I am aware of 
the faot that you have expressed yourself publicly on this matter. 

Two people, with divergent views as to the guilt of this 
couple, oow.d debate at length on the merits or the Governments oase, 
and the integrity of the department oharged with giving them a fair 
trial. 

However, time is running out and unless President Eisenhower 
is prevailed upon to grant olemenoy, our Government will have oarried 
out the murder of two people whom I believe to be innocent. A 5 to 4 
vote by the supreme Court is a clear indioation that justioe may not 
have been done. 

Furthermore, this is not just a oase of the lives of two 
people who happen to be Jews. Demooraoy in Jmerioa will elso suffer, 
if this inhumane aentenoe is carried out. The reactionaries, the 
taoists, the MoCarthte' will use this as a pretext to direct new attacks 
against the progressive end democratio sections of our country. 

And So, I appeal to you to address a personal plea to the 
President Of The United States, to grant olemenoy, to stay the execution 
in in order that new evidence can be presented to the American People 
and the Courts o~ Law. 

I am confident, that as the foremost spokesman of American 
Jewry, you will rise to the oooasion and do everything in your power 
to influence President Eisenhower and stop this execution. 

Sincerely ours, 
() ' ~ /') 

I~omsky r 
1sM1Ya;thorne Ur. 
Cleveland 24, 



TELEGRAM RECEIVED 10115 A.M. JUNE 17TH 

SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
THE TWPLE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

MANY PEOPLE THIS CITY HAVE URGED ME TO ~~T YOU TO AGAIN 

APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT FOR CLEMENCY ON BEHALF OF THE ROSENBERGS. 

RABBI S\MUEL SACKS 
2o6 MAIN STREET 
VENICE 



Cl.Ass OF SER VICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless Its de, 
ferred characteT is in, 
dicatcd by a suitable 
symbol above or prc­
ccdina the addrcsa. 

WESTERN 
UNION< 91 •• 

W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

1201 
SYMB LS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL=Ni,:ht Lett • 

LT I 'I Letter Tcll!;:rum 

~ VLT=lnt'I Vi:.o; Ltr. 

The filing time sho11-n in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Ti ANDARD TIME at point of <leslinatioo 

·,-.GQ1·.-.CLA2 8 PD=NEVJYORf< NY 19 239Pf1E= 

;RABBI ABBA H1IL L SILVER 

= URGE y O U TELEP HO r-~ E E I SE NH O \l t. R TO G R ANT CLE L Et ' CY TO THE 

ROSEi~BE RGS~ 
=GEORGE EVAt S FRED HABER LEON SU MM IT= 

TBB COMPANY WILL APPRECUTa Mr00JBl'JO:M8 now ITS PATa0NII OONOERNINO IT8 "ERVICB 



., 
' 1201 

Cl.Ass OF SERVICE SYMBOLS 

-
This is a full-rate DL=Day Lener 

Telegram or Cable, 

,:
am unless its de, UNI 0 Nu~:1)1!M s 1:i.L=N1r,ht Lew·r 
rred character is in, 

dicatcd by a suitable ' M,l-int 'I Letter Tclei;:ram 
symbol above or pre, 
ceding the address. \'LT=lnt'I Victory Ltr. 

WESTERN 
W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

.. 
The filing tune sho~m m the date line on telegrams and day letters IS STANDARD TIME at point of or1g10. Time of receipt Iii STANDARD TIMR a t pomt of destination 

al .. CLA280 PD=LOS J\[JGELES CAL IF 19 1258P= 

RABBI ABBA H.ILLEL SILVER-, CONGREGATION TIF RTM ISRAEL=-

~EAST 105 ST AllD ·AJS ~L RD CLt::Vt= 

URGtYOU REQU ST PRESIDENT NOT TO EXECUTE ROSENB - RGS 

ON SABBATH: 
== rn R AND d1 RS AL FRED Lt: WI S LEV I TT= 

TBE COMPANY WILL APPRECUTW ICfOGBIITIOIH FROM JTS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS ~ERVlCE 



Cl.Ass OF SER VICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable• 
gram unless its de• 
ferred character is in• 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre• 
ceding the addrcsa. 

WES TE RN 1201 

UNI O N ' {161 ==•.•: 
W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

The filing time shov.n in the date line on telegnama and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt i8 S 

,~DQ-.,CLA294 PD=~,S LOS ANGELES CALIF 19 140P= 

RABBI A HILLEL SILVER= 

CLEVE= 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL=Night Letter 

LT=lnt'I LertcrTclegram 

VLT=lnt'I Victory Lrr. 

t point of dcstmatioa 

GREAT DOUBTS PLANTED CONCERNING ROSENB RGS RECEI.VJNG 

EXTREME PENALJTY PLEASE :1 NT RCt.DE= 

STONE FAMILY= 

TBB COMPANY WILL APPRBOUTa llGOOISl'IONa FROM IT8 PATIWNII CONOER!fIMO ITS &1,.:&Vlc& 



,,, 

.._ 

Cl.Ass OF SER VICE . 
This ls a full-rate 

Telegram or Cable• 
gram unless Its de• 
ferrcd character is in-­
dicatcd by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre• 
cedins the addtCiL ____ _.., 

WESTERN IZOJ 

UNION~,9 
W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL=Nigh t Lett'"t 

p ifT= lf'I Lefe~ Tclcl(ram 
- •n. 

VLT=lnt'I Vic'fory Ltr . 

. 
The filing time shmrn in the date line on teleltl'ams and dav lett.PrR jq f,l'J'A NnA Rn 'l'll\.U.' ot nn,nt nr M;";n 'T';ono ,,, .nf'n•"· is STANDARD Tll\IF. at point of deiitinatioia 

:GQ, •. CLA292 PD=WS LOS Af~G LES CALIF 19 137P:-

-RABBI ABBA H.ILLEL SILVER 

.= CLEVE= 

·PLEASE ASK CLEr•,tENCY FOR ROS-NBERGS •. YOUR PL A SHOULD 

BE HE OED= 
:FRANCES DOLIN= 

TBE COMPANY WILL APPRECU.Ta IIGQOE8TJOK8 FROM JT8 PATllONS CONCERNING ITS BERVlCE 



,J 
CJ.Ass OF SEIWICE 

This is a full-nte 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
d i::ated by a suitable 
symbol auove or pre­
ceding the addrea. 

"'-----

WES TE n,~T-.. 1201 

~1. ~ /9 PM 6 Dlll".!." Lm, 

UN ION 5 ,~( NL::i(ghtLettr 

LT=lnt'I Letter Telegram 

VLT=lnt'I Victory Ltr. 

SYMBOLS 

W. P. MARSHALL, PRES IDENT 

The filing time 1,ho'l'l-n in the dat,e line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDAUU TIME at point of <lestmatioo 

=:e:e:GQGQ •. CLA338 P =LOS ANGELES CAL IF 19 223Pf.lP= 

RA~BI ABBA HILLER SILVER= 
:CONGREGATION DIFERTEH ISRAEL = 

:REQUEST ll TERCEDE VI ITH PRESIDENT SAVE ROSEfJBERGS LIVES 

SABBATH= 

EVELYN BERKOWITZ 1324 NORTH fJEVJ HAr:1PSH 'IRE LOS ANGELES = 

TIIE COMPANY WILL APPRECUTlt MrQQB8TJOK8 l'JI.OM ITS PATa0N8 OONOERNIMO ITS UEBVlCB 



Cl.Ass OF Sm VICE 

This is a full-Tate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the addrcu. 

WES TE __ "., 
/g PM UNI ON'40
'~~ 

W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Lener 

LT= lnt'I Letter Tclci:ram 

VLT= lnt'l Victory Ltr. 

The filing time sho11,'Il m the date line on telegrams and day letter!I is STANDARD TIMB at noint of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of u{'(jtiuatioa 

GQ.:CLA330 PD=NE\/ YORI< NY 19 41~3p: 

:RABBI ABDA ~ILLEL SILVER= 

~As A LEADER OF AJERICAN JEWRY WE l'MPLORE YOU TO USE YOUR 

.l,NFLUENCE WITH OUR PRESIDENT TO STOP THE ROSENBERG E/4ECUT .ION 

VIE D I SAG REE \J I TH THE PRES I DENT THAT f.11 LL I ON S iJ A Y D f E 

BECAUSE OF THE IR ACT THERE HAVE BEEN NO l1URDERS AND VIE 

EXPECT THERE VJ ILL BE fJONE THEIR DEATH V/'ILL BE i.-i URDER = 

:ROSE BOLHOVJER ivlAY BOLHO\'JER 15 EAST CLARi<t PLAC 

BRON,{ VJ I LL f A:•11 KAR SON 1. I CAHEL STOGOL = 

TBE COMPANY WILL APPRECUTJI HGGF.BTIOK8 FROM ITS P.A.TllONS CONOERNINO ITS aERVlCE 



Cl.ASS OF SER VICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
cedini the addreu. 

-WESTERN i,., 

UNION,,32h 
W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

The filing time shol\·n in the dAte line on telegrams and day lettera ia STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is ST i\ 

~Q~:CLA362 PD=TDBH LOS ANGELES CAL.IF 19 228P.1P~ 

~RABBI HILLEL SILVER= 
-CLEVE= 

SYMBOLS 

DL= Dny Letter 

LT= lnt'l Letter Tdel(ram 

VLT= lnt'l Victory Ltr. 

;VJE AD ·.10N I SH YOU TO .1 NTERVENE ON BEHALF ON THE ROSENBERGS7! 

THJ.S UNPRECEDENTED HATE IS AN AFFRONT TO HU .,l AN 'ITY= 

=BERNICE BOWfJAN .. , MAY F'INEGOOD, RUTH v·tLLA LOVOS, 

ANN HACHETT, t1R AND MRS WM CLAR-. LORAINE BOT.MAN·, 

DENICE DAVIS= 

: { NOTE ADSE WELL K ,lOWN }= 

TBB COMPANY WILL APPRBCU.Ta IIIJQQBITJOM8 J'BOM 1TB PATJLON8 OONOERl'UNO ITS ijJ!:RVlCB 



OF ERVlCE 
1201 

-
SYMBOLS 

This is a full-Tate 
Telegram or Cable, 

DL= Day Lcn:a 

firam unless Its de, UNI cncd characta is in• ON · (1~1'c 
NL=Nic;ht Let•cr 

dicated by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre• -- LT= lnt 'I LettcrTclcicram 

"'ceding the addreu. 
. JUN 19 :::Pl,f=1n7"ictij'f • Ltr. 

W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

Cl.Ass s WESTERN 
■ 

The filing time shoYm in the date line on telegrams and dav lett,,..,. ;,. S'T' 41'.t n • n.-. mu-~ •i . T . ' 

GQ.:CLA345 PD=LQS ANGELES CAL If 19 218 PMf:,ptmSlANDAltDlIMEa<pomto(d,,,t,oatioo 

--:RABBI ABBA HJLLELL SILVER, CONGREGATION DIFEREITH ISREAL= 

= 05 ST AND ANSEL RD CL Ve= 

~URGENTLY REQUEST THAT YOU APPEAL PRESIDENT E'I SENHOWER 

NOT TO PERIJIT EXE CUT I ON OF THE ROSENBERGS ON THE SABBATH= 

~SIDNEY GREENSPAl: 

IOK8 FROM ITS PATltONl'J CONCERNING ITS mmv1cE TBE COMPANY WILL APPRECUTa IVQOEST 
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Cl.AssoFSR.vtCB 

"This is a fuU-rate 
Telegram or Cable.­
gram unless Its de­
ferTed character Is in, 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre--
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WESTERN 
UNION 

W, P. MARSHALL, P1111a10&NT 
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SYMBOLS 

DL= Day Letter 

FX-1201 NL= Niitht Letter 

LT= Int'! Letter T clcgram 

~T= lnt'l Victoryltt. 

?.'he filing tilne shown in the date liue on telecrams and day lett.er:1 is ~TANDAHD TDfE'at. point of origin. Time of receipt i!! STANDAIU) T IMR al poinlof destination 

- L.Dc CG I NL PD 

CLEVELAND OHtO JUNE 20 1953 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER, THE TEMPLE 

. 105TH AND ANSEL RD CLEVE --

. . ' 
\ r • 

. . , . 

FUNERAL SERVICE ,oR ETHEL ~ND JULIUS ROSENBERG TAKES PL!CE ~ PM 

TODAY SUNDAY IN NEW . YORK RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING VOU iND OTHER 

MINI sTERS CONDUCT MEMORIAL PRAYER ~T YOUR SERVI CEs. COMMITTEE IS 
• 

FIRMLY CONVINCED EVENTS WILL· VINDIC~TE ITS BELIEF IN THE ROSENBERGS 

INNOCENCE ~ND THE CHILDJ<ENS FAITH IN THE ~~ TRI OTI SM OF THEI n 

P ~RENTS 

CLEVELAND COMMITTEE TO S!:.:CURE CLEMENCY FOR THE ROSENBERGS 
L--- _ ______________________ _ 

THI!: UOMPASY WILL APl'JU, UlATI,; ::!UOGt,;STIO:,J::J Jo't&O!IC I~ f'ATkO:-.i::! CONCJi:RNINO l'J'.d SERVICE 



a plea for clemency 
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and from all over the world 
" • •• Demand aalvation of RosenberAs as an act of humanity and juatice.n 

FRANCISCO M PIT A 
Sec'y, Argentine Le&ue for the Rights o r M an " •• • reprieve Ethel and Julius Rosf"nbc-r g, the vict,m:; of a ond Drf"vlr,-, Afftt,r. . " 
E !'<E; T PLATZ 
Acting Sec'y, Jewish Councal to Combot Fascism and Anti-Serruti1m 

" • •• for the l iltinA of the death sentence for the RosenberA couple." 

MARTIN ANDERSEN NEXo, Writer " ••• I contemplate with horror the r,c»aibility that the death sentence could be carried out .. . n 
SYDNEY SILVERMAN 
Member of Parliament 

" •• • I cannot but deplore the d eath sentence upon the R~~n­berAs both in itself and from its inevitable eflect upon Br1t,sh and world opinions." 
PROF. CHARLES E. RAVEN Chaplain to Her M ajesty, The QuMn " I consider the sentence of death imposed_ in a tr!al con­ducted i n such a cavalier manner a, a crime against the universal consci ence." 

PROF, J. 0RCEL 
Muaeum N at ional d 'Hiatoire Naturalle " W ith all my heart I am for cl em ency." 

F'ERNAND L EGER, Painter 
" I n nnmP. c,I Frcnr-1, wo kin:; cla~•. strontly protest death •entt'nccs . .. " 

QUATREPOINT 
Gene ra l Confedera tion of Labor " ••• for r evocation of the death sentence." 

ANNA SEOHERS, Writer 
" •• • death sentence of RosenberAs cannot but become detri­m ental to ~neral belief in the ioocJ will of the United State, . .. " 

Tu.EUN DE VRIES 
• ••• 1 ,aw the protest arou,ed by the erecution of Sacco and V IUl6etti • •• I hope that the American people will not add anoth« such diaAraceful action to their record." D. D. CASAMBJ 

Tata lnatitute of Fundamentel R~h "20 ReliAious u«/er, Urge Truman Clemency . . . • 
NEW YORK TIMES, November 19 "SpeakinA for millions of democratic Italian:, .. . clemency and j ustice for Ethel and Julius R osenber,.n 
PIETRO N E NNI 
Secretary, Socialist Party of Italy Member, Chamber of Deputi • " ••• over lour hundred ,;c1 nti t '< artist s, rler~ymcn, wri•ter . and mu ician , unanimc,u ,/y a r <' that Rr 111,(;r f ~hr,ul,f oo ~rant d dcm ncy." 

RIS A.KU MUTAt, oni,r 11• o f 1nte 11f'~tua1a "II the American IJovernment ,ends these parents to their deatha it will be remembered lorev~ as the most shameful act committed qllinat American democracy! ' 
DAVID ALFARO SIQUE IROS, Painter " ••• I cannot believe that in thia instance the Pre:rident of your R epublic will allow this sentence to stand." 
THE V ERY R E V. C. w. C HANDLER Dean of Waikato 

"We hope with all our heart that the R osenberg children will again have their beloved m other and father ... " 
FRANCOIS J OSEPH C AVIGLIOLI Architect Lauraate 

ie? 
ETHEL ANO J ULIUS ROSENBERG are sched­lJ l e d lo dit• the• 1,1• •I "' J111 l,lr} 1 They were charged with conspiring to convey mtl1 tary secrets to the U.S.S.R. when that country was our World War II ally. 

Hundreds of thousands of Americans believe that serious questions concerning this case remain unanswered. Further, they feel that the death penalty would be an expression of hys­teria rather than an act of justice by a great country. 

"ThPrp WPrP -in usu, y 1 ·e number of n.•;1 ons fc.. 1istru~tin1-: tlw "VJ l nee. of D 1vid Greenglass. To begin with, he had pl aded guilty to the conspiracy for which the Rosen­bergs were being tried, and had not yet been brought up for sentence; thus he might hope, and he expressly said he did hope, to obtain some adv ant alJe for himse/1 as a result of giving evidence asainst the RosenberAs. 

Lest they die and future evidence prove, too late, their innocence, we ur!Je you most seri­ously to consider: 

"It is my considered professional opinion that a conviction based upon such evidence lrom such sources cannot be resarded as reli­able and should not be sustained," D. N. Pritt, distinguished British lawyer, Queen's counsel since 1927. Why the Unprecedented Sentence? 
Never before in American history, either in peace or war, has a civil court imposed the death penalty for passing information even to an enemy, let alone an ally. In recent cases similar to that of the Rosenbergs - both at ome :md abroad - no death pena lties have been impn p 

David Greenglass was sentenced to fifteen years. His wife Ruth, who also confessed and was indicted, was never brought to trial. 
Truly David Greenglass, as Mr. Pritt said, had a "terrible incentive for lying''! 

What About the Atom Bomb "Secrets"? • Axis t;; ly and okyo l o e, confes ed traitor during World War II- ten years' imprisonment. 
• Four American Nazis, convicted of pass­ing vital aircraft information to Germany in 1941 (Mulzahn Case, Detroit) - five to fifteen years. 

• David Green glass, confessed spy- fifteen years. 
• Ruth Greenglass, confessed spy - freed. • Harry Gold, confessed spy- thirty years. • Dr. Raymond Boyer, Canadian, convict­ed of espionage. Sentenced to two years in prison. 

• Dr. Klaus Fuchs, British, who confessed to transmitting atomic information to the Soviet Union fourteen years' imprison­ment 

A nd, nght row , fl U.S. Milit.try Court in Korea is trying Staff Sgt. Giuseppe Cascio on charges of having conspired to "give intelli­gence to the enemy." If found guilty, the m ax­imum sentence is life imprisonment. 
Why the death sentence for the Rosen bergs? "Atmosphere or Evidence?" 

According to Dr. Roland H. Bainton of Yale Divinity School, " l can see no other explana­tion than a wavt": of public hysteria . .. 11 

Arthur Garfield Hays, famous America n lawyer, says, "It is the damnable death penalty that causes the uneasiness." 
The Churchman ( Protestant Episcopa l publication) in a Nov. 1, 1952 editorial, char­acterized the sentence of the Rosenbergs as "both excessive and cruel," pointing out that "only the Rosenberss, who appear by any rea­~nable stand~r_d to have been small fry alonA­side such br1/Jumt physicists as B oy r and Fuchs, received the death st.ntc•,,..,, " 

What Proof of Guilt? 
The case against the Rosenbergs hinged on the testimony of David and Ruth Greenglass. The U.S. Court of Appeals declared that, with­out this testimony "the conviction could not stand." Yet this testimony was not corrobo­rated by a sinsle other witness. 

Of the evidence of G.-eenglass on the atom bo,nb "se ret " Lil M a~azine's sci nee editor wrote: G1et..1i:;11s,' 1rr,p1l • 1 -i~ ,-,1 r!' illogical, if not downright unworkable." 
John Desmond Bernal, Professor of Physics at the University of London, states: "In my opinion as a scientist with special knowledge of the physics of explosives, the exhibits do not involve the use of a new and original principle, and ••• would not be of advantage to a foreign nation." 

In support of his opinions, Prof. Bernal cites six different hooks or publications, dating back to 1888, all dealing with the supposed "new principle"! 

Recently affidavits were submitted to a U.S. Court by three world-famous scientists. 
• Prof. Jacques S. Hadamard, member of the American Ac·id my o' Sc-ienct-s the rench Academy of 1en s, onorary Chairman of the International Congress of M athematics. 

• Prof. Thomas Reeve Kaiser of the Uni­versity of Manchester, England, expert in nuclear physics. 
• James Gerald Crowther, lecturer at Har­vard University, author of sixteen scien­tific books, war-time director of the Sci­entific Department of the British Council. All three aflidavits pointed to the Green­glass testimony about the exhibits as being " implausible" and " inconceivable." 

Yet the supposed value of the alleged "secret information" which Greenglass claimed he gave the Rosenbergs was the basis for the death penalty! 

An Appeal to Reason 
In the words of Waldo F rank, noted author, "So many worthy men and wor11er1, who l,ave followed the testimony, exoress d,-,ubt of th,. findrnJ1,; so muc.h 1rrefovant en1ot1011 a.bout Russia and communism has been allowed to permeate the case, that it should surel y be the human part of justice in a great nation not irrevocably to destroy the future possibility of rightinA a conceivable wrung .... For the sake of our Aood name and for human love, the sentence should be commuted." 

what 
you 

can do 

• Wire or write: The President, The White House, Washington, D.C., urging that he commute the death sentence. 
• Join with signers of this statement by filling out this form nnd mailing it to the Committee: 

Please add my name as a signer of the Plea For Clemency. 
NAMt_ _________________ _ 
ADDRESS _______ ---

• I enclose $ to help in placing additional ads in major 
n w~papers throughout the country 
Emergency Committee of the Arts and Pro fessions to S cur,. Cl~n •ncy for the Rosenbergs. 108 W . 44th St., N ew York 36, N . Y.-CI 6 2927 

This advertisement was paid for b y popular subscription and published by the 

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE OF THE ARTS AND PROFESSIONS TO SECURE CLEMENCY FOR THE ROSENBERGS 



LIST OF PERSONS l31ING .lSdD TO SP~NSOR ADVERTISEMENT IN ND YORK TIKBS 

Ra.bbl J.bba Bill el Silver 
Dr .Ubert Einstein v 
OareyMcWllliams 
Prof Thomas lmerson 
Olin Downes 
Prof Barlow Shapley 
Prof Kirtley Mather 
Vladimir Horowitz 
Senator William Langer 
Dr l3ernard Loomer 
Dr Algernon !lack 
James Thurber 
Father Shelton Halle Bishop 
Rev John Haynes Holmes v 
Dr Erna t P :Boas 
Uta Hagen 
.1rthur Miller 
Thurgood Marshall 
Dmitri Mitropoloua 
.I.ran :Bontemps' 
Pearl S Buck 
Leonard :Bernstein 
Roger Baldwin 
Dr Harold 'f Dodds 
:Bishop G Bromley Oxnam"' 
Clarence I Pickett 
Stringfellow Barr 
Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill 
llbert X Fretwell 
l'alter Piston 
William Schuman 
Randall Thompson 
Chaim Gross 
Jacob Lawrence 
Crockett Johnson 
Dorothy Canfield risher 
Prof Linus Pauling 
Bishop William Scarlett 
Rabbi Uri Miller 

Aaron Copland 
Dr Rudolph Ganz 
J ohn Her sey 
P :-n:· ]\.fil e r V Harper 
J;·" Ua.-:-· ,)id Ure7 
}:~~·.:3 ha.~~ Field 
bena.tor Wayne Morse 
! JI- Grenville Clark 
Bishop W J Walla 
Dr Mordecai Johnaon 
Prof' Oswald Veblen 
Lion Feuchtwanger 
Ernest Hemingwa7 
Dr Joseph J'l,etcher 
Oaea.r Hammerstein 
Hon Hubert Delaney 
Prof Robert Lynd 
Archibald MaeLeieh 
Sholom .leeh \.-" 
Millen Brand 
Erskine Caldwell 
Lillian Hellman 
Hon Claude Pepper 
Dr Zeehariah Chafee 
Bishop Francis John MeConnell.,,. 
Dr Alexander Meiklejobn 
Dr Robert M Hutchins 
Dr Frank A.ydelotte 
Gian Carlo Menotti 
Wallingford Riegger 
Rudolf Serkin 
ilfred Barr 
Peter Blume 
Ben Shahn 
lmily Greene Balch 
Prof William ~rnest Hocking 
Prof Ralph Barton Perey 
Cardinal Samuel~ Stritch 
J amea P Warburg 



The People 
Speak Out 

On the 
Rosenberg Cose 

Dr. Roland H. Bainton, Yale Divinity School, Connecticut 
"I was shocked when I read that the death sentence had been imposed upon 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, and I am glad to have the opportunity of say­
ing a word which might have some influence in altering the sentence .... 
I feel that the sentence is too severe because it is not commensurate with 
that meted out to others guilty of the same offense .... We should by no 
means allow ourselves to determine life and death in terms of emotions 
engendered by a succession of disillusionments." 

THE CHURCHMAN (Protestant Episcopalian), 
in an editorial on November 1, 1952: 

"The Churchman feels that the death sentence, in the light of the far 
milder treatment of more serious off enders than the Rosenbergs, is both 
excessive and cruel. We believe that the execution of these two individuals 
will only hurt the name of the United States . ... " 

From editorial in the Brooklyn JEWISH EXAMINER, 
October 24, 1952 

"The value of the information transmitted to the Rosenbergs by the 
second-rate electrician David Greenglass, is arguable at best. The Journal 
of the American Association of Atomic Scientists as well as The Scientific 
American stated that these 'secrets' were not particularly important. 
"German war criminals guilty of ghastly atrocities during World War II, 
as well as American traitors like Tokyo Rose and Axis Sally, escaped 
the supreme penalty. 
"It would seem from the above that the punishment of the Rosenbergs 
is unduly .harsh." 



PEOPI.E 
From an editorial in the BOSTON CHRONICLE, 
N_ovember 29, 1952, entitled "Clemency for the Rosenbergs" 

"Those of us who recall the relatively light sentences meted out to Tokyo 
Rose and Axis Sally for their treasonable activi ties during World War Il 
cannot help from considering the death sentence of the Rosenbergs as 
"cruel and unusual puni hment." Their trial was conducted in an atmos­
phere conducive to the severity of their sentence, the supreme penalty, 
and in making this observation we are cognizant of its weight without 
regard to the innocence or guilt of the sentenced persons on the basis 
of flimsy or substantial evidence." 

A letter by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
' My dear Mr. Bloch/' 
"P ermit me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of October 17. I have 
accepted the verdict of the courts in their conviction of the Rosenbergs 
for violating the espionage laws of our country. The crime of which they 
have been found guilty is a heinous one and I found no sympathy in my 
heart for men and women who betray their country. I was especially 
resentful of the effort that was made to drag in the issue of anti-sernitism 
in this most unfortunate affair. 
"However, I believe that the death sentence which has been imposed 
i unprecedented in the legal annals of our country as a punishment for 
espionage in peacetime. I believe that our country is strong and great­
hearted enough to be merciful. Should, therefore, an appeal be made to 
the court or to the President of the United States for clemency and for 
commutation of the death sentence, I am prepared to add my name to 
such a plea . 
"I do not wish any publicity to be given by you to this letter of mine or 
to my position in this m atter. I wish it to be held confidential except for 
court or president ial use."*':' 

,:, Emanuel Bloch, defense counsel for the Rosenbergs. 
,:,,:, Rabbi Silver has given permission to reprint this letter in its entirety, 
in view of the fact that portions of it have previously been published with­
out authorization. 

From article entitled "Justice and Compassion for Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg," by Hillel Rogoff, editor JEWISH DAILY 
FORWARD, November 29, 1952 

"Those who are sincerely interested in the fate of the Rosenbergs should 
know that now there remains but one means by which they can be saved 
from the electric chair and that is to move President Truman to commute 
the death sentence to a lesser punishment. And the appeal to the President 
should be made on the ground of humaneness, compassion aud mercy . . .. 
Now all energies must be exerted toward one goal-to stop the execution. 
If this should succeed, then those who believe in the possibility of vindicat­
ing- them can attempt to do so." 



SPEAK OUT 
--- - ----- - - ------------------- ---------- - - --~----

THE NATION, article by Arthur Garfield Hays, 
November 8, 1952 

·• .. . W may try, but we cannot forget t.he two young Rosenberg ch il-
dren . ... It is the damnable death penalty that caus s t h un asi n ss."' 

Mary Van Kleeck, sociologist 
"In New York six months ago I pent many hour reading transcripts of 
te timony and documents of the trial. As a ociologi t concerned with 
pul>lic opinion in international relations, I found many evidences that both 
judge and prosecuting attorney permitted and even inten ified the injection 
into the trial of political i ues, which had no bearing on the guilt or 
innocence of the defendant . May I join with others to take uch action 
as may be possible to prevent these deaths and thu to avert this ir­
remediable disaster in our nation's history." 

Dorothy Thompson, THE WASHINGTON ST AR, 
April 12, 1951 

"The death sentence ... depresses me ... in 1944, we were not ;1t war 
with the oviet Union . . .. Indeed, it is unlikely that had they been 
tried in 1944 they would have received any such senlcnc .'' 

The Rev. John Paul Jones, N. Y. TIMES, November 28 
"To the Editor of The New York Time : 
"The imposing of the death sentence on the two Rosenberg i , to ay the 
lea t, a troublesome matter for the con cience of thoughtful people. 
"In the first place, even when conceding that the Rosenberg have been 
guilty of transmitting information to the oviet Union, the trial evidence 
and conduct do not remove all doubt about either the wi dom or justice 
of inflicting the death penalty. Great stress has been laid that this alleged 
crime was begun in wartime but equal stres ha not been laid upon the 
fact that it was not connivance with a wartime enemy but with an ally .... 
''While a layman is hardly qualified to comment upon matters of due proce 
it is important to remember that at least some quite capable and disinter­
ested lawyer a ert that there were violations. It i hard to dispel the 
feeling that the mood and temper of the present time have created an 
atmosphere in which a fair trial has been extremely difficult, if not 
impossible. . . . 
"Commutation of the entence to life imprisonment will keep the Rosen­
berg • from doing further harm, will set a quiie ufficient example of the 
dire consequences of subversive acts, and at the same time make it possible 
to correct an injustice, at least partially, should later evidence or tud y 
prove such to be the ca e." 

From editorial in THE JEWISH DAY, October 16, 1952 
" ... believing in our democratic system of justice and in the just application 
of our laws, we feel that we arc entitled to appeal to the President that 
he should commute the death entence." 



ON TBE BOSE 
Max Lerner, NEW YORK POST, June 19, 1952 

"I agree that the death sentence was unprecedented and harsh." 

From editorial in the JEWISH CHRONICLE, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, December 5, 1952 

"We believe that President Truman ought to commute the death sentence 
imposed on Julius and Ethel Rosenberg .... Justice in the United States 
must not be more vindictive than in other civilized countries." 

Father Frank North, Nashotah House, Wisconsin, 
in a letter to the President 

"Dear Mr. P1·esident: As a priest I am as much opposed to Communism as 
anyone. But surely the sentence of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg for passing 
on atomic information to Russia while she was our ally is way out of line. 
In the interests of justice and decency can't you do something about their 
death penalties? Surely this would also be of value from the standpoint 
of propaganda." 

Rabbi Dr. Meyer Sharff, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
" ... As a devout Jew, I revere our country's laws, which carry out the 
humane principles enunciated in the Torah, and I am reminded that the 
Declaration of Independence is of one piece with our leader Moses' exhorta­
tion: 'Proclaim freedom throughout the land.' Therefore, it is inconceivable 
to me that in our country a death sentence should be so lightly given, a 
was the case in the Rosenberg Trial. 

From THE COMMONWEAL, widely-circulated Catholic 
weekly, January 9, 1953 

"The Rosenbergs were lawfully tried and, at least as far as the letter of 
the law goes, lawfully sentenced to pay the supreme penalty. Whether they 
would have received as drastic a sentence had they been tried, say, in 
1946 rather than during the cold war, is doubtful. 
"Whenever the state takes a life, so final is the step, the-re must be a certain 
hesitation in putting the stamp of approval upon the decision. In the case of 
a political crime, our tradition of political liberty makes one doubly 
hesitant. It is foreign to our temper as a people and to the spirit of our 
history to stand in the street calling for blood .... 
"Alive, the Rosenbergs represent a constant threat to the Communist con­
spiracy. From hour to hour who can be sure when one or the other of 
them will not break down and talk? Dead, their secrets die with them ... .'" 

JEWISH MORNING JOURNAL, column by Jacob Glatstein, 
October 29, 1952 

"One can readily see that America can very well agree not to snuff out 
the lives of the Rosenberg couple and not to give them the maximum 
penalty, which our country has never before given anyone in time of 
peace, and which was not given even to Dr. Klaus Fuchs, who much more 
directly, scientifically and consciously betrayed his country." 



ENBEBG CJISE 
Dr. Rudolf Carnap, Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, N. J. 

"Thank you for sending me the affidavit by Professor Bernal in connection 
with the Rosenberg Case. I hav r ad it with gr at int r st. ll c.:onfirmecl 
my earlier belief that the Court has greatly overstated th, importance of 
the sc:ientific information contained in the ketches of implosion lenses by 
David Greenglass, or by any accompanying details whieh a man with his 
very limited theoretical background was abl to furnish. For this reason 
I feel that the severity of the sentence is out of proportion to th actual 
damage which could possibly have been done.'' 

Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel Prize Winner and 
renowned nuclear scientist 

"I found the testimony of the Rosenbergs more believable than that of 
the Greenglasses. However, accepting the verdict a correct, I am amazed 
and completely outraged by the unequal puni hment which has been 
given. 

·'Only the last two took the witne s stand and maintained they are innocent 
and they were convicted on testimony which I do not believe is con­
clusive beyond a reasonable doubt. If we are going to begin to give the 
death penalty for espionage, I should like to have it introduced in a case 
in which the guilt is certain." 

From column by Samuel B. Gach, editor and publisher of 
THE CALIFORNIA JEWISH VOICE, November 26, 1952 

"If the Rosenbergs are ignited the world will sec it as punitive politics; 
as hysterical fear overriding judgment and justice. The end result would be 
the stimulation of less trust and less regard for Americ.:a and the world. 
"It is yet not too late to show the world that sanity still prevails in our 
U.S.A., and that fear is as yet localized and has not .;pread to epidemic 
proportions. 
"You can still save the two Rosenbergs from brutal murder by wiring 
President Truman for clemency." 

Rabbi Abraham Cronbach, Cincinnati, Ohio 
"It is argued that, through the betrayal of atomic secrets r,y the Rose!l· 
bergs, Russia gained a military advantage. That the act alleged of the 
Rosenbergs imparted to Russia any military advantage has, by no means, 
been proved. But granted that such advantage for Rus ia might have 
ensued, others convicted of the identical crime-Fuchs, Greenglass, Gold, 
Sobell, lack, Simons, May, Brothman-have not been sentenced to die: 
they have been sentenced to terms of imprisonment. If the death penalty 
was, in those other cases, not requisite for our national defense, why 
should it be so regarded in the case of the Rosenbergs?" 



A Cable from Twenty Israeli Rabbis, November 18, 1952 
WHATEVER THE PARTICULARS WE APPEAL TO YOU MR PRESI­DENT IN THE NAME OF GOD AND THE QUALITY OF MERCY TO SAVE THE LIVES OF THE COUPLE WHO ARE PARENTS OF TWO LITTLE CHILDREN STOP EVEN IF WE ASSUME THAT THEY HAD SINNED AGAINST THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES THEY SHALL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO DO SO IF KEPT UNDER SURVEILLANCE BUT SOME DAY THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO PROVE THEIR INNOCENCE STOP IN SUCH CASE YOUR CON­SCIENCE AND THE CONSCIENCE OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE CLEAN NO INNOCENT LIFE SHALL HAVE BEEN TAKEN GUILTLESSLY STOP LET YOUR EXCELLENCY CALL TO MIND THE MILLIONS OF GUILTLESS JEWS WHO LOST THEIR LIVES AT THE HANDS OF THE NAZIS DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR AND THE CLEMENCY THAT WAS EXTENDED TO THE PERPETRATORS OF THOSE MURDEROUS AND CRUEL ACTS OF MONSTROSITY STOP WE HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT AN ACT OF CLEMENCY IN THIS CASE IS EXCEEDINGLY VITAL AND YOUR NAME AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF AN HONORABLE PORTION OF MANKIND YOUR DEEP RELIGIOUS FEELING AND YOUR AWARE­NESS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOOD WITHIN YOU LEADS US TO LAY BEFORE YOU THIS OUR HUMBLE PETITION IN FULL HOPE THAT YOU WILL GRANT IT STOP GOD ALONE KNOWS THE WHOLE TRUTH STOP MAY THIS YOUR CLEMENCY BE A FITTING CROWN TO YOUR GREAT CAREER STOP 

Charles E. Raven, Professor Emeritus, Cambridge University, England; Chaplain to HM, the (i)ueen 
"As one w.ho has spent much time during the past twenty-five years in the United States and has a deep concern for Anglo-American friendship I cannot but deplore the death sentence upon the Rosenbergs both in itself and from it inevitable effect upon British and world opinion. " ... this savage verdict underlines the conviction that Am erica, instead of leading the world to a more righteous and liberal way of life, is becoming so hysterical in its dread of Communism a to betray the very principles upon which its Constitution was founded and which its past history has always re pected . 

" The sentence of death, whatever the merits of the case, is a tragic event for all lovers of the Republic." 

Dudley Collard, attorney, England 
"Even if the guilt of .. . Juliu and Ethel Rosenberg were satisfactorily established, and I am far from being convinced that this is the case, I should be profoundly shocked at the passing upon them in time of peace a sentence of death, which in m y opinion is unworthy of any country with a claim to call itself civilized. l\ly opinion is shared by all my professional colleagues at the Bar of England to whom I have spoken of the matter, irrespective of their political opinions." 



The Very Rev. C. W. Chandler, Dean of Waikato, New Zealand 
"Assuming that Julius and Ethel Rosenberg arc guilty, it must be borne 
in mind that it was during World War II, when Russia was an ally, that 
these persons comm itted these offenses. As heinous as the offense may be, 
it does not merit a death sentence, and I cannot believe that in this instanc 
the President of your Republic will allow this sentence to stand. It would 
be cruel, inhuman and barbaric in the extreme and would rai ·e a storm 
of protest throughout the world if one of the chief partners in th world's 
Democratic States, countenanced the infliction of a death penalty, where 
even a modicum of doubt existed as to the guilt of the persons conc0rncd." 

Duke of Bedford, Woburn, Bucks, England 
"Capital punishme .. ;. for political offenses is unworthy of a truly civilized 
government and suggests its inability to protect itself adequately from 
hostile or objectionable political influences, either by sound administra­
tion at home, or by a just, imaginative and enlightenf'd policy in its dealings 
with foreign nations." 

Rev. Stanley Evans, England 
"The view of this section of British opinion is that so much v1dence 
was allowed as to opinion and so little offered as to the fact of guilt th.it 
these two people would never ha\·e been convicted by an Englis11 Court. 
still less sentenced to the extreme penalty of death. 
•·we are watching with the deepest anxiety your efforts to secure remission 
of this terrible sentence." 

Sydney Silverman, Member of Parliament, England 
" .. . I have no hesitation at all in saying that I contemplate with horror 
the possibility that the death sentence could be carried out in such a ca e 
by any civilized country; least of all the United State upon whom history 
has placed in our time so heavy a responsibility for the wi e le_adership of 
so many nations in the onward march of civilization. . . . To exact the 
extreme penalty from these two unfortunates in these circumstances is to 
make the Rosenbergs personally responsible for all the errors of the states­
men of the world which since the end of the war have so tragically lo t 
the pea-ee for which we all hoped. That may, as many think , be the sole 
responsibility of the U .. S.R.; it surely is not that of the Rosenbergs." 

Lord Chorley of Kendel ( formerly Cassel Professor of Law 
in the University of London) 

"I am strongly averse to the death penalty, carrying out 0f the death s0n­
tence in such a case as this. I shall be glad to add my name in an appeal 
to the President for clemency." 

Nicole J. Dreyfus, prominent lawyer, Paris 
"It is with the saddest feelings that I learned of the death entence again t 
Juliu and Ethel Rosenberg and I raise my voice to demand a revision 
of the judgment." 

Janet Jagan, Member Georgetown Town Council, 
British Guiana 

"I am in full agreement with the opposition against this ruthless measure 
... and join in the world-wide protest against such inhuman treatment.' ' 



From the JEWISH WESTERN BULLETIN, official organ of the 
Jewish Council of Vancouver 

"The Bulletin does not question the conviction of Ethel and Julius Rosen­
berg. We do feel, however, that the request for clemency directed to 
President Truman that he should commute the death sentence imposed 
on these people, is fully justified .... 
"Finally, it should be noted that this statement represents the unanimous 
opinion of the Editorial Committee of this publication." 

From lead editorial in the TORONTO HEBREW DAILY JOUR­
NAL, November 24, 1952 

"It is also important to know that appealing to their president is not only 
the task of citizens of the United States. It is the duty of all right-minded 
liberal people in the entire world to let their voices be heard, and to 
appeal to the president. 
"The example of the 22 Rabbis of Israel, who appealed directly to President 
Truman on behalf of the Rosenbergs, must serve as an example. 
"We are of the opinion, that all liberal and progressive people in Canada 
must join in this appeal and ask President Truman to spare the lives of 
the Rosenbergs, because where the law is too harsh there is room for 
compassion. It is human to commit a crime, it is also human to forgive. 
"In the case of the Rosenbergs, it is no excessive request that the death 
sentence not be carried out. Precedents for this are numberless." 

D. N. Pritt, London, (i)ueen's Counsel 
" I am forced to the conclusion that, even if the conviction of the Rosen­
bergs had rested on reliable evidence that they had conspired to obtain 
some information, any sentence expressed by the judge to be based on such 
inaccurate and unproved assertions as to the importance of the information 
would have to be set aside on appeal under any procedure which provided 
for a free review of the sentence by an Appellate Court. 
"Unfortunately, the procedure applicable to thi case does not provide for 
such a review, any more than it provides for a consideration of the 
credibility of the witnesses or the reliability of the evidence. Were the 
procedure different, it may well be that the whole matter would have been 
disposed of already. But there is, in effect, no appeal at all to any court 
from either of the two main defects of this trial, namely, the unreliability 
of the evidence and the gravely excessive sentence. 
"The duty of securing a review on these points thus rests on public opinion 
throughout the world. After full study, for the reasons which I have ex­
pressed above, I must express the view, from a purely professional stand­
point. that it would offend against all Anglo-Saxon standards of justice that 
the convictions, let alone the sentence, o.f the Rosenbergs should be 
allowed to stand." 

Issued by: 

National Committee to Secure Justice 
in the Rosenberg Case 

1050 Sixth Ave ., New York 18, N. Y. • BRyant 9-9694 
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THE AmPrican people are a merciful peopl<'. American -) mpathie. are r,·er 
awakened by human uff ering. In a thou. and \\ il) s. among ,, hich our Vil t 

bene olence furni h glo riou e:\.amplcs, 111crinrn~ hm e derno11. trated that the) 
are warm-hearted and not hard-hearted. B10therhood i our ideal. recurrently 
acclaimed within our everal religion, a \\ ell a bv our unchurched. 11 of u;;. 
have, at time , fallen . hort of tho e ideal:--. But. deep ·in our oul . we cheri h tho e 
ideal . Rare the American who doe not honor 111erc) and doe not rernre 
brotherhood. 

Al o among m rican ideal , i that of lo) alt) to the Cnited , tales. ometinws 
religious idral. and national ideals conn id. and de, out people occas ionall) affirm 
that there is a la\\ of God whi ·h i • higher than the la,\ of th,· stale. Thi~ is not 
our own po it ion. ~Jost of u. defer to the la\\ :-:; of tlw state \\ ithout re.ervatio11. 
The law of the ~tale _ hould be obeyed. To the Im, s of the - I ate. crf't') one owes 
allegiance. 

Juliu and Ethel Ros nbrrQ; haw' heen con\'icted of a la\, , iolation. Large 
numbers of people look upon thi conviction a unju:,.l. lik<' 1hc onnclloJJ of Leo 
Frnnk or lfred Dr f us or others \\ho, thouo-h pronounced guilty. w re ub._c­
quently pro,·ed innocent. ome deem J uliu and Ethel Ro. enberg innocent. Ther<' 
are also tho e \\ ho. whik non-commillal a lo the couplr •. guilL or inno ·ence, do 
nonelhele. s insi~t that lh<' trial wa unfairly conducted. Person. versed in the 
law ha c pointed out \\lrnt lhf'y regard a. impropriet ie~ i11 tit(' proc·ceding . . But 
we hall "'ai\{· all thi .. Let u:-s <·01wede that Julius and Ethel Rosenherf! did com­
mit the crirn<' \\ iLh ,d1id1 th<') are drnrg<'d. L<'L us uran l that 111<' trial mtailc-d 
no breach of justi<'e. rill. i:- it compatihle \\iLh the fi11c~1 m llw American "pirit 
that Julius and Ethrl Rosrnlwr~ be pul lo drath? 

It i argued that. throuph the lwtn.1) al of alornir enel.s b) the llo enbrrg . . 
Ru. ia gairwcl a militar adva11lagc. That Lhe act alle~rd of th<' Rosenberg"' im­
part d to Hussia an) militar) ad, anlage ha~. h~ no mean . . been JHO\ed. But 
granted that uch ach an Lage for Rus ia might han• en ued. other'- com·ictcd of the 
identical crime-Fuch~. Greeno-las~- Gold, obelL lack. imon_. May, Brothman 
-have not been ~entenc d lo die: they have been entenced to term of imprison­
ment. If the death penalt} was, in tho e other ca~es. not requi ite for our national 
defense, why hould it be o regarded in the ca e of the Ro enberg: ? 

UNIQUE FACTORS 

THE mi deed imputed to the Rosenb rgs i aid to ha, e haJ its in 'C'plio11 in 
1914 and 1945. At that time. the l nitcd tate and Ru~~ia w re a11ie.. It i 

difficult to ,ee why Rus ia hould, al that time. have found e pionage al all nere. -
sary. The -nited tale wa , at that time . . haring it militar) secrets with Ru sia 
a it wa with England and with Canada. A'f'. matter of public record. Harry Hop­
kin him elf, at that period. medial d the transfer of nuclear material to the 

oviet . The law against atomic e. piona~f' rloe~ not. it i. true. di:Linguifh between 
a friendly power and a ho. Lil power. It forbids the betrayal of atomic ecret 
to any foreian po\\er. llut nrn:-l thC' puni!-hmcnt bf' maclr C<]ually e\'erc in both 

• 
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in::.t:mrrs? Thf're is a hugf' diffrrf'nrr hrtw<'rn a frirndly powrr and a hostilf' 
po\\ r. In the breadth of that cliff rence. i:,, lht're no room for mere '? 

The law violation of which the Ro enberg arc accused i alleged lo haH' 
oc-curred at a time when the atomic bomb wa unkno\\ n to e, eq one except a few 
highly trained xpert ; it wa prior to Hirn hima. The da) after Hiro hima, all 
of u knew about the atomic bomb. Pre\"iou to Hiroshima. none of u kn w. 
E, en if the Ro.en berg did onspire lo beLra~ atomi _ er t -, they could not 
J.H>ssibly hav comprehendrd the import of \\ hat Lhr) ,, ere doing. Clemency lo 
the Ro. enberg can. in no wa). conslitut a preccdrnt against the death srnlenc 
for f ulure infractions. The factors in the ra~r are ullrri) unique. r,<·r <'an tho'-<' 
:-a111<· factor · rN·ur. 

All of this applir regardle~s of what might br said about Lhc people by \\hom 
the Rosenberg, are being aided. Among those . erking Lo ::-ave the Ro e11b rg are 
pr ople of all political partie:--. , e,rral religious eult:. and ,ariou · \\alb of life. 11 
of them are people like tlw reader and the \\riter of these \\Ord~. m rican . \\hose 
intrre, L"- lie in merica. \\ho ha,e C\<'r~thing: to gain i[ 111erica gain · and every­
thing to lose iI America lo cs. B) no stretch of the imagination. can HII) friend 
of the Ro~enb rg , in an~ \\a) , profit hy Hll)thin~ through \\hich America is 
injured. 

Th . ini Lrr \\Ord '·Communi:-111·' ha!-- enlt'rPd i11Lo tlit• ::-iLualion. Thrre arr 

\\Otds \,hich, h) a kind of fatal ::-pell. dissipale though! and g<·twral<' fur). 111011µ, 

. 1wh i,ords. "Cu1nmu11i:,.m·· pla)S al pn•s('IIL a dreadful rnk. The ,,ord ·onV<')S 

so man) diff crcnl meaning. that il has become al11101--l , oid of 111ca11i11g buL, the 
!es meaning a word holds. thr greatPr . 011wlimc. its polenc) for pas"-ions whi ·h 
unbalance thinking. 

TIIE OMINOUS WOllD 

LO:\G before the cold war began , a communi t "a- uudrr::-lood lo b omeone 
"ho aims to o, rrthrow the nited Lale gcn·ernmenl "b) force and vio­

lenc ."' Our imbro~l io \\ ith Ru ia ha . during the Ia l ~even ) cars woefully 
in ten ified thi charge. A comm uni t is now a,~erted to be . om eon ,, ho promote 
the i11Lere, t of Ru. sia in oppo~ition to the inlere ts of Lhe lT11itrd late . Would 
il b out of plac lo a k th r ader: Have ) ou e,·er m t an) )lie who ad ocaled 
th' O\ erthro\\ oI the L nited tale, ? Ha, e ) ou <'\' 'r read an • book, arlicle or 
pa1uphlct \\ hich urg{'J uch ove,thro,\? I lave )OU ever heard any public peaker 
recommend snch merlhro\\ '? h i ometime maintaint'd that people harbor uch 
de. ign- but k cp them e r t. forbearin° Lo expre • them openly. Yet how can 
\\ r po~ ibl) know an) one' unexpre , ed thoughts? With equal \'>arrant, one mi 0 ht 
ac u, e, of dande Line ubver i\,ene~s. D,'" ight Ei, enho,\er. dlai E. Leven on, 
Harry ~- Truman or Hobert A. Taft. 'till, let u uppo_ Lhal the friend of the 
Ro en bergs con. isl only of traitor. . How doe. that touch the merits of the Ro en­
berg ase? Ho\\ do that alter the preciou. ne. s of mere. ? "\fo--t th Ro enber 0 

--uff rr becausr of the sins of th ir friend ? 



The truth will have to be _ought in th . inuo ities of the human mind. Every 
life i beset with fru lration . All of u~ suffer vexation and disappointment. 
Psychologist have Ludicd th te11dency of organi m , whether human or animal, 
to retaliate for fru lration by triking back. If the organi m an nol reach il 
real offender, it attack ome substitute, ome ''di placement,'' a the psycholo­
gi t call it; like the man who, reprimanded b ' hi employer, yet not daring to 
an wer his employer, come homes and venl hi pleen on hi \ ife and hi chil­
dren: or like the boy who re ented th domi nation of his fath er but, powerless 
to get even , ith hi father, \,aited twenty-fi, year and shol down "Father" 
Abraham. That boy' name wa John Wilke Booth. Thi di placement of griev­
ances is a familiar ps) chological phenomenon. "nable to get at tho e who are 
lht' real cau es of our woes, we ,ueak ve1weance on capegoat . 

OUR BASIC TROUBLE 
F OR_ some peo~le. the ~c,~peg?at_ is -~he J~,w. For othe~~ , it i the ~atholic. For 

till other"-, it 1 th cap1talr ts· or ~ all lreet. The favorite scapegoat 
of the present hour j the "com m uni t. : ' Thi does not deny that there really 
are people who call themseln:-s communist and who feveri hly advance extreme 
tht>orie about the obligation_ of tlw pri, ile~ed toward th under-privileged. Most 
of u American .' cli:-s<•nl from th ose theori<'s, <"V n thou~h thP Republican Party 
and the Democratic- Pa rty to \\hich we ht'lon~ may cou11t. amo11~ th ir followers, 
p ople holding vi \\ ,· but : lightl~ le rndi ·al. The fact is that the opinions pro­
pounded by the communi t have little to do "ith the conflict. Communi m is, for 
u , hardly a vehicle of political or economic id a_. It has grown to be an uncon­
sciou symbol of the trouble which embitter our lives. 

Regrettably the Ro enberg case ha become implicated with that deadly word. 
~ ere the case to b judgt'd on its merits, a (Yreat swell of prote~t would ari e against 
the entence of death. Public opinion would encourage and upport the Pre ident 
in commuting the entence. * The i ue ha unhappily gotten entangled in cliche 
which cause American lo fo rget that American arc merciful. 

One is reminded of the adage, ' Know thy lf." If we ,rnuld look deeply into 
our soul , we miuht find that our trouble are root d not in the "communists" but 
in the fru tration. of our private live . Once aware of this, we would recall words 
.spoken more than nine decade ago b) the noble~t American of them a11. Ours 
would then be the hope that America' !-.p}endid ideal of mercy and of brother­
lwod will yet r ign "ithin all heart. ' 'whr11 again tou hed, as urely they will be, 
by the better ang ] of our nature." 

" The case can not come before the President until all juridical expedients 1uwe been er­
lwu~Led. The Committee to Secure Justice itt the Rosenberg Case is engaged in raising 
funds to finance tm appeal to tlie Supreme Court and, if granted , a 11ew trial. 

• 
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