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GRANGE AND AUDUBON STREETS
ROBERT E. GOLDBURG, Auéfc NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

May 29, 1951

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Congregetion Tifereth Isresel
Fast 105th Street and Ansel Road
Clevelend, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver,

Beceuse you speak with coursge and conviction for so much of
kmerican Israel, I beg your consideration of the following snd will
be guided by whatever counsel you may care to give me.

The statement made by Judge Irving Kaufmsn when he imposed the
death penalty on Mr. and Mrs., Julius Rosenberg included, according
to the press reports, a reference to hie praying more than once in
the synagogue and asking God's guidance before invoking the sentence.
Considering the treatment of those who collaborsted during the war
with the Nazis, and the clemency granted to the Nazis since the war,
I was shocked by hies invoking the death penalty under the circum-
gtences of the Rosenberg case. Since never before in American
history has this been done, I felt that the Judge's severe sentence
was due partially to the current hysteria and partially to his
over-zealous patriotism. In eny event, I could not see why the
synagogue and the God of Iersel had to be involved in such an issue
and made, by the Judge, to senction his action. The enemies of

our people have charged often enough that our God is one of strict
and stern justice without the attribute of mercy, and Judge Kaufmen
seeme equelly convinced of this concept.

I thought perhaps that a group of Rabbis might feel the same way
end be willing to send a letter to the MEN YORK TIMES or find
some other appropriate channel to answer Judge Kaufman. It might
kelp in obtaining clemency for the convicted couple, or at least
might deter other Judge Kaufman's from shielding their eagerness
for retribution behind the facade of the Jewish religicn.

I em & graduate of the HUC, Class of 1945. During the brief years
of my ministry, I believe I have seen the development of trends
which bode ill for American Jewe end ultimately for the peace and
security of all. I look to you, Rabbi Silver, for your counsel in
this matter.

With all good wishes,
Sincerely




Rabbi Robert E. Go "
Congregation ¥Mishkan Israe
Orange and Audubon Streets
New Haven, Comnecticut

My dear Mriend;

ertutumhwledpﬂnmiptofmhthrorw
29ths I read it with a great deal of interest. I, too,

feel that the imposition of the death penalty by Judge Irvirg
Kaufman upon the Rosenbergs was unique in its severity. I

do not believe, however, that it would be helpful to start &
public agitation against his decision., From such an agitation,
I am a®raid no good could come to anyone concerned, I believe
that thnse who are deeply interested in the matter would do
well to write directly to the Judge and to the President of
the Umited Stotes, appealing for clemency, tvi avoiding criti=-
e¢ism and condemnation,

It would nbt be desirable in my judgment to make this in any
way a Jewigh issue exclusively, If any group representation
is made to the Judge or the President, it should be made by
Mslndmwm.ludbylmunnuﬁnim-.

With all good wishes, I remain
Most cordially yours,




THE CONGREGATION MISHKAN ISRAEL
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ORANGE AND AUDUBON STREETS
ROBERT E. GOLDBURG. Aeé®s NEW HAVEN,CONNECTICUT

June 11, 1951

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver,

Thenk you very much for your prompt and kind answer
to my letter. Your counsel and advice is good.

I read a8 reprint of your recent sermon in yesterday's
edition of the New York Compass and as usual I thought
t exceptionally fine.

I know how busy you will be at the C.C.A.R., but I will
try to see you for a moment and thank you for your letter
to me.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

ROBERT E. GOLDBURG




Committee To Secure Justice
In The Rosenberg Case

JOSEPH BRAININ I SIXTH AV
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DAVID ALMAN BRyant 9-9694
Executive Secretary

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver
TheTemple
SPONSORS E. 105 Street at Ansel Koad
(Partial List) Cleveland 6, Ohio
Melson Algren
Emily Alman Dear BRabbl Silver:
Dr. Herbert Aptheker
Ivan Von Auw Thenk you for glving us permlssion to reprint your letter to

Dr. Edward K. Barsky yp. Bloch.
Prof. E. Berry Burgum

JM,::?:':::::' The letter will be printed in full, from the ssalutation to Mr.

Rev. |. C. Collins Bloch to the words"presidential use" which end the concluding
Rebbi Abraham Cronbaciparagraph, with no deletlion or changes of any kind.

Prof. Ephraim Cross

g T ey An asterisk after Mr. Bloch's neme will be explained below the

g:::,':*:fﬁf‘;u:f letter by: "Emanuel Bloch, counsel for the Rosenbergs".

Gertrude Evans
Waldo Frank A double asterisk or other sign after "presidential use" will be

Joseph Friedman explained below the letter by: "Rabbil Silver has given permission
John Gojack to reprint this letter in its entirety, in view of the fact that

:i‘:;_fg‘r’:: portions of it have previously been published without authoriza-

Nahum Greenberg tion '“

Louise Harding Horr

James Imbrie The letter will be 1ntruducad by the words "A letter by Rabbi
Rev. Spencer Kennard A Dbba Hillel Silver."

Hon. Rebert Morss Lovet

Dr:femard Luble  ne complete list of others to be included in this brochure

John T. MeManus follows:
Mrs. Bessie Mitchell Commonweal Magezine, January 9, 1953
Capt. Hugh N. Mukae Dr. Roland H. Bainton, Yale Divinity School, Conn.
Wi A; Rewbeh The Churchman, editérial November 1, 1952
vig e Jewish Examiner, editorial, October 24, 1952
Lois Timmins Boston Chronicle, edltorial, November 29, 1952
Elizabeth Todd Hillel Rogoff, editor Jewish Daily Forward, Nov. 29, 1952
Dr. Leonard Tushnet The Nation, article by Arthur Garfield Hays, Nov. 8, 19852
Dr. Gene Welifish Mary Van Kleeck, sociologist
Dorothy Thompson, The Washington Star, April 12, 1951
T,.e Rev. John Psul Jones, N.Y. Times, Nov 28
Tge Jewlsh Dey, editorial, OctocLer 16, 1952
Max Lerner, New York Post, June 19, 1952
Jewish Chronicle, editorisl, Indianapolis, Indiana, Dec. 5
Father Frank North, Huhutah House, ‘Hiaaonuin, in a letter
to the Pratlsldant
Rabbi Dr. Meyer Sharff, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Jewish Morning Journal, column by Jacob Glatstein, 0¢ct.29,192

Dr. Rudolf Cernap, Institde for Advanced Studay,Princeton,N.J




Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver Jan. 7, 1952 page 2

Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel Prize Winner end renowned
nuclear scientist
Samuel B. Gach, editor and publisher of Tre Californis
Jewlsh Voice, Nov. 26, 1952

Rabbil Abraham Cronbach, Cincinnati, Ohio

A cable from twenty Isrseli Rabbis, Nov. 18, 1952

Charles E. Raven, Prof. Emeritus, Cambridge Unlversity,

England, Chaplain to HM, the Queen

Dudley Collard, attorney, England

The Very Rev. C. W, Chandler, Dean of Walkato, New Zealend

Duke of Bedford, Woburn, Bucks, England

Rev. Stanley Evans, England

Sydney Silverman, Member of Parliament, England

Lord Chorley of Kendel (formerly Cassel Prof. of Law in
the University of London)

Nicole J. Dreyfus, prominent lawyer, Paris

Janet Jagan, Member Georgetown Town Council, British Gaiana

Jewlsh Western Bulletin, official organ of the Jewish
Council of Vancouver

Editorisl, Toronto Hebrew Daily Journal, Nov. 24, 1952

D. N. Pritt, London, Queen's Counsel

The only text in the brochure, aside from the above-indicaped
Quotations, will consist of the words:"The people Speak Out on

the Rosenberg Case", and the words "Issued by: National Committee
to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case, 1050 Sixth Avenue,

New York 18, New York. BRyant 9-95694.

I hope that the informstion glvea you here is satisfactory. As
Soon as coples are off the press I will send several to you.

In closing, I should like to €xpress my humble admirastion to you
for your great courage on this issue as well as on many other
1ssues. Such inspired leadership as you have gilven, to Jews

eand non Jews alike, Has always been the hope of our country.

Sincerely,

Dened

David Alman
Executive Secretary
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B hdredii e shouiands: & 900 LETTERS BACK
f Americans appeal ROSENBERG APPEAL

or C|emency R Urey, Dr. Shapley, Rabbi Silver

Oppose Red Spies’ Execution
—Clemency Bid Up Today

Letters from 200 scientists, cler-
Eymen, educators and union offi-
cials were filed yesterday in Fed-
eral Court in support of a move by
Julius and thel Rosenberg, Soviet
atom spies, for a commutation of
their death sentence,

Federal Judge Irving R. Kauf-
man will hold a hearing today on
a petition by Emanuel H. Bloch,
defense counsel, for judicial clem-
ency. It will be opposed by James
B. Kilsheimer 3d, assistant United i
Slates Attorney. i

The Rosenberge, convicted of
transmitting secret atom bomb |
data to the Soviet Union, are [
scheduled to be put to death the
week of Jan, 12. They are in the
death house at Sing Sing.

One of the letters was written
by Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel prize
winner and noled nuclear scientist
of the University of Chicago. Dr.
Urey's letter, dated Dec. 18, said
he had read the tria) transcript |
fm-i thta the Government's case
‘vests on the Lestimony of David
and Ruth Greenglass. I found the
teslimony of the Rosenbergs more
believable than that of the Green-
Elasses.™

Urey 'Oulraged’ by Penally

Dr, Urey continued: "Accepting|
the verdicl as correct, I am amazed
and completely outraged by the |
unequal punishment which hasi
been given. 1 believe the Rosen-#
bergs are or have been Commu-

i nists or veéry sympathetic to Com- §
. Ly munist ideas. 1 regard such people &
g as unreliable generally, but I do
™ not believe in punishing people

unless they commit crimes.”
i The 200 letters were from per- g
| \ ot bt
; rance. Australia, Japan, Italy an
Send a 'etter, Telegfam Mexico, Among thgpwrltemfwere £
- Dr. Harlow Shapley, director of £¥
: the Harvard College Observatory;
oIt & d Th Fabbi Abba Hillel Sil f Cleve- 3§
r post card to Ihe . .. e e L T
3 p -d Wh . H In their affidavit the Rnsenbergls :
. Fresident, Ife Mouse, S s o el
mony of David and Ruth Green-

wasl'lii1gi'°I]lr D_ C” urging gl?'::’: have never been ahle o

comprehend,” the Rosenbergs said, ; i

o i h » I. d &
‘him to commute the Cthat civiized and compassionats |
: ‘Cain' like tD?xwtdh Ghretnl g:rm—;:r 1
d h f E h l the ‘serpent’ Ruth, his wife, who &
Id slay, not only his sister, but
rdeath sentence 1or tthe o ay, o ey bi seca: bt |
two small children of his own '_.

¢ and Julius Rosenberg. ' = R

cated upon the testimony of ‘ac-
complices,” trading their Judas
wards for a few years of their mis-

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE erable lives?

"We have always said that
IN THE ROSENBERG CASE David, our own brother, knowing
well Ltha consequences of his acls

5 1050 SIXTH AVEMUE e MEW YORK 18, M. Y. bargained our lives away for his g%
' life and his wife's.”




EMANUEL H. BLOCH
OUNSELOR AT LAW
40 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 7. N. .

PHONE WORTH 2 288

Ustober 17, 1952

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Cleveland Temple
Cleveland, Ohiec

Lear Sir:

1 am the attorney for Julius Rosenberg and Ethel Rosemberg, his wife, who were sentenced
to death upon their conmvictior for violeting the espiommge lews of the United States by
conspiring to transmit information sbout the stomic bomb to the Soviet Union,

The irnnocence of the Rogenbergs, maintained stoutly by them at all timee, and evidenced
by their pleas of mot gullty and testimony st the trial, is still an issue that has not
been laid to rests I expect to continwe or institute proceedings immedistely to prove
their innocence, In the evemt, however, that these proceedings are umsuccessful, the
Rosenbergs may still epply to the sentencing judge, and thereafter to the President, for
a reduction of sentencve, irrespective of the issue of guilt or innocences In the event,
however, that these prooeedings are unsuccessful, the Rosenbergs may still apply to

the sentencing judge, and thereafter to the President, for a reduction of the sentence,
irrespective of the issue of guilt ot innocence.

The death sentence ir this case is unprecedented. No civiliam court in the entire
history of the United States has ever ordered such a punishment for espiomage. Even
the confessed atomic spies--Fuohs, Greenglass and Gold, characterired by the Joint
Congressiomsl Committee om Atomic Energy as the most dangerous received only jail
sentences, Moreover, Buth Greenglass, the wife of David CGreenglass, aleo an avowed
espiopage agent, wag pvever indicted or prosecuted in any manner, but, on the contrary,
was permitted to remain a free womam, Both the Joint Committee end the House Committee
o2 UneAmerican Activities , who assumed the guilt of the Rosenbergs, relegated their
acts to & minor and upimportant positiom,

Moreover, the core of the charge ageimst the Rosenbergs was traffick with the Soviet
Union during World War II at a time when the Soviet Unlom w s our elly, there

was no charge in the ipdictment or proéf at the trisl that the Kosenbergs had

any intent to injure the United States.

Finally, this 1s in contrast with the punishment meted out to such traitors as Axis "Sally"
or "Tokyo" Rose who had traffiok with our enemy durimg World Wer II and yet received
the relatively mild sentences of ten and fifteen years.

Shook, horror and revulsiox have been expressed at the sentence of death in this
case, & feeling that it 1s oruel and inhumen and barbaric, Many believe it to offend
the American tradition for humenity and justice, Others are uneasy that the rest of
the world wd1ll look eskance at the execution of such a sentence in the United States,
and fear that the prestige of our country will thereby be undermined,

It will be relevant, if, as and when I shall be constrained to ask for commutation
of the sentence, to submit to the cowt or the President expressions of publie opinien
concerning the degth sentence,

1, therefere, take the liberty to ask you, as an outstanding citizen, to communicate
with me your views om this aspect of the cese ® that the seme may be presented for




Cw the Court's considerstior, The public mey slso be interested in your

views on this subjeot, but, if you desire that the same be confidential except for
Court use or executive use, may I assure you that I will treat your reply in a
confidential manner,

I wuld pe greteful for your ismediste response since time is running short,

Very truly yours, n

Emanue 1l H. Bl‘ﬂh




Mr, Emamel H. Blo'ch
;01 Broadway
New York 7, New York

My dear Mr, Blochg

Permit me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of October
17¢hs I have accepted the verdict of the courts in their con-
viction of the Rosenbergs for violating the espionage laws of
our country., The ocrime of which they have been found guilty
is a heinous one, and I find no sympathy in my heart for men
and women who betray their country, I was especially resent-
ful of the effort that was made to drag in the issue of anti-
Semitism in this most unfortunate affair,

However, I believe that the death sentense which has been im=-

posed is unprecedented in the legal annals of our country as
a punishment for espionage in peace-time. I believe that our
country is strong and great-hearted enough to be merciful,
Should, therefore, an appeal be made to the court or to the
President of the United States for clemency and for commuta-
tion of the death sentence, I am prepared to add my name to
such a plea,

I do not wish any publicity to be given by you to this letter
of mine or to my position in the matter., I wish it to be held
confidential except for court or Presidential use.

Very sincerely yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




October 29, 1952

Pr. Abraham Cronbach
3098 Riddle View lane
Cincinnati 20, ohio

I received your note, I am enclosing herewith copy of a
confidential letter which I wrote to Mr. Rloch. T believe
that this letter fully states my position,

With all grod wishes, T remain

Most cordial ly vours,

ABBA WILLIT, °TLVER




Dear Dr, Silver:-

Will you send or sign an appeal
to President Truman that he commute

this dreadful sentence ? Will yu let
me know ?

LUordially Yours,

il{;zf_iff'ﬂ el 'ﬁ‘}{.‘)leéu L ,"{ ;
Abraham Cronbach
3098 Riddle View Lane,
Cincinnati 20, O,




EMANUEL H. BLOCH
COUNSELOR AT LAW
40| BROADWAY
NEW YORK 13, N.Y.

PHONE WORTH 2-888)1

November 13, 1952

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

Fast 105th ctreet at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of October 23, 1952
exprersing your oplnions rconcerning the sentence of
death upon my clients, Jullus and "thel Rosenberg, T
regret that T was unable, because of the press of legal
work in that case, to respond to you with the promptness
that I should have liked to,

T am sure that your letter, together with the many many
others that have been sent to me, will carry gre=t weight
when annexed to a petition for the reduection of the death
sentence, either before the centencing judge or the
Presldent of the Tnited “tates.

mxcept for thecse purposes, I shall keep your letter, pur-
suant to your request, in the strictest of confidence as
T have until thils point.

VMay T add that I am very grateful to you for having
troubled to communiczte with me in this matter,

Respectfully yours,

R B

EMANUFL H, BLOCH




EMERGENCY COMMITTEE OF THE ARTS AND PROFESSIONS
TO SECURE CLEMENCY FOR THE ROSENBERGS

108 WEST 44th STREET - NEW YORK 36, NEW YORK +« Clrcle 6-2927
December 16, 1952

Dear Rabbi Siiver:

I am writing to you about a most urgent matter -- clemency for the Rosenbergs,
As you know, they are scheduled to die in less than thirty days -- the week of

January l1l2th.

The prominent citizens whose names appear underneath my signature share my
concern and have authorized me to write to you on their behalf as well as my own.

We enclose a copy of an advertisement which embodies a plea for clemency.
This advertisement will appear (full page) in the New York Times on or about
December 29th.

We ask you to join with us in this "Plea for Clemency" by adding vour name to
ours and others as a sponsor of the advertisement.

We belleve that you, like ourselves, are appalled by the severity and finality
of the unprecedented sentence. The imposition of the death penalty would irrepar-
ably hurt our good name throughout the world, as is already manifest. It would
traduce those American ideals which are based upon a deep regard for humen life.

In the most profound sense, justice and humanity demand the exercise of executive
clemency in the Rosenberg Case.

persons to sponsor the advertisement. A list of their names is attached. Your
affirmative answer will add substantial weight to the growing plea for clemency and
mey be declsive in saving these two lives.

y1, In addition to yourself, we are asking about seventy other distinguished

A card and self-addressed envelope ere enclosed. Since time is running out,
may we ask that you f£ill out and mail the card to us at once.

Rabbi Abraham Cronbach Waldo Frank
Cincinnati, Ohio Writer, Truro, Mass.

Rev. Eenneth Ripley Forbes Rev. John Paul Jones
Philadelphia, Pa. Brooklyn, N.Y.

Btephen Love
Profeesor of Law, Northwestern University
Chicago, Ill.




December 18, 1952

Dre Clemens J. France
108 West Lith street
New York 36, New York

m"d.‘r Dr, France:

I regret that I cannot permit the use of my name as &
sponsor for the "Plea for Clemency® which is to appear
as a full-page advertisement, I have fully explained
my pesition to Mr. E. H. Bloch, the attorney for the
R;;;nberga, in my commniecation to him of October 23,
1952,

Very sincerely yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER

AHSier




Please add my name as a sponsor of the "Plea for
Clemency", for the Rosenbergs, a full page sdver-

tisement which will appear in the New York Times
on or about December 29th.

........................................................................................
.................................................................................

........................................................................................




GJaliws RKlein

WESTMINSTER BUILDING * 110 SOUTH nla:%m Street
Chteago 3, Tllinots

1. He never signed a petition for clemsncy for the Rosenbergs,

He wrote a letter to Mr. Bloch last October in reply to a lstter
him in which he (Dr. Silver) comdemned the treasom of the
Rosenbergs and called it & heinous crime but stated that if a
clemency should be made, that he would have

Now there is no reason for elther youw or me to

Silver's position. He is a servant of God, and pleaded for clemency
as he would in any other case, but never did he condone or minimisze
the grave crime committed by these traltors.

Kindest personal regards,

Julivs Klein/sr

cc: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

MAIN OFFICE: WESTMINSTER BUILDING + 110 SOUTH DIAIIIQI.H STREET » CHICAGO 3, ILLINDIS
BRANCH OFFICES: WASHINGTON, D.C. » NEW YORK, NEW YORK + BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA




Mr. Emanuel H. Rloch
LCl Broadway
New York 7, New York

My dear Mr. Rloch;

Under date of October 17th you wrote me to express my views on the Rosen-
berg case, In your letter you stateds "The public may slso be interes ed
in your views on this subject, but if you desire that the same be confi-
dential except for Court use or executive use, may I assura you that T
will treat your reply in a confidential manner.®” On October 23rd I gave
you my views and statedy "I do not wish any publicity to be given by

you to this letter of mine or to my position in the matter., I wish it

to be held confidential except for court or Presidential use,"

My le tter was not kept confidential, Tt was evidentiylturned over to
the Emergency Committee of the Arts and Professions, who proceeded to
use 1t in a fullwpege advertisement,

Dr. E_;g + France wrote to me and to others, I assume, under date
of th.mqultingthnuu:urm-ummﬂrm-n
Under date of December 18th I wrote to Dr, France stete
t the use of my name as a sponsor for
to appear as a fullepape
flﬂ]yﬂphimdwpmitimtuh'- Ee He Bloch,

;;;tw for the Rosenbergs, in my communication to him of October 23,
n

I deplore thisaction and T think that an explanation is in order,

Sincerely yours,

ABBA HILLEL STLVER




JANUARY 5, 1953

DR, CLEMENS J. FRANCE

108 WEST Ll STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

UNDER DATE OF DECEMBER 18 I EXFRESSLY DENIED YOU THE RICGHT TO USE MY
MAME TN CONNECTION WITH A PLEA FOR CLEMENCY FOR THE ROSENBERGS WHICH
WAS TO AFPEAR AS A FVLL PAGCE ADVERTISEMENT., I FIND IN THE CLEVEIAND

PIAIN DEALER THIS MORNING THAT YOU HAVE DISREGAHDED MY EXPRESSED WISHES,

l
I REGARD THIS AS ALTUUETHEF‘REF’RE}'I:PISIBIF. EQUALLY REPREHENSIBLE TS THE

USE OF AN EXCERPT FROM MY LETTER TO MR, BIOCH OMITTING THE FIRST PARAGRAPH
WHICH WAS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF MY POSITION IN THE CASE IN THAT T STATED
THAT I ACCEPTED THE VERDICT OF THE COURTS, THAT I REGARD THE CRIME FOR
VHICH THEY HAVE BEEN FOUND GUILTY AS A HEINOUS ONE, THAT I FIND NO
SYMPATHY TN My HEART FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO BETRAY THEIR COUNTRY, THAT

I WAS ESPECTALLY RESENTFUL OF THE EFFORT THAT WES MADE TO DRAG TN THE
ISSUE OF ANTISEMITISM IN THIS MOST UNFORTUNATE AFFATR. RESPONSIBIE

PEOPLE 1O NOT ACT IN THIS MAWMER.

ABBA HILIFL SILVER




JANUARY G, 1

UL,

EMANUEL H. BIOCH

FELTR O
LO1 BROADWAY

NEW YORK 7, NEW YORK

OF TEILEGRAM SENT TO CLEMENS J, FRANCE:

I

FOLLOWING IS COPY




General Julius Klein
310 Dearborn Street
chim' Tllinois

My dear (eneral Klein;

In connection with my correspondence with Mr. E. H. Floch,
the attorney for the Rosenbergs, which I sent you, you may
be interested also in the enclosed letter which I sent to

Dr, France of the Emergency Committee of the Arts and Pro-

fessions who requested me on December l6th for the use of
my name in connection with a proposed advertisement. In
spite of my expressed request not to use my name, they have
proceeded to use it in their advertisement of today.

With all good wishes, I remain
Most corstially vours,




LU ESTERN - (=
wzcorr MU NION

—— FORE 834830 W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 1953 Jﬂ” - i s
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STAN DARD TIME at point of origin, Time of receipt s STAN DARD TIME at point uldmimun?
GO<CLAT60 LONG DL PD=NNW NEWYORK NY 6 143P=
-RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER, THE TEMPLE=

-EAST 105 & ANSEL RD=

YOUR TELEGRAM OF YESTERDAY REACHED ME ONLY THIS MORNINGs
REGRET THIS DELAY IN REPLYINGw PLEASE BELIEVE THAT WE FULLY
RESPECTED YOUR LETTER DATED DECEMBER 18 IN WHICH YOU STATED
THAT YOU COULD NOT PERMIT USE OF YOUR NAME AS SPONSOR FOR
PLEA FOR CLEMENCY WHICH WAS TO APPEAR AS FULL PAGE
ADVERTISEMENT= HOWEVER WHEN YOUR LETTER TO MR BLOCH BECAME
MATTER OF PUBLIC COURT RECORD IN CLEMENCY HEARING BEFORE
JUDGE KAUFMAN, WHEN IT WAS MENTIONED IN LEADING NEV YORK
NEWSPAPERS AS WELL AS MANY NEWSPAPERS THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY, WE BELIEVED WE COULD PROPERLY QUOTE FROM IT WITH;
OF COURSE, SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO RECORD FROM WHICH IT WAS
TAKENw IT WAS NOT OUR INTENTION IN ANY WAY TO CONNECT YOU
OR ANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS FROIM WHOSE STATEMENTS QUOTATIONS
WERE USED IN THE SECTION OF THE ADVERTISTMENT HEADED APPEALS
FOR CLEWENCY AS SPONSORS OF ENDORSERS OF THE ADVERTISEMENT

I TSELF=

.END 1=

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONE CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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‘WE BELIEVE THIS IS CLEARLY SHOWN IN THE ADVERTISEMENT s

HOWEVER, WHILE QUOTATIONS USED IN THAT SECTION ARE
INDEPENDENT OF ANY ENDORSEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENT, WE BEL IEVED
THAT SINCE THEY WERE ALREADY PUBLIC, THEY COULD AGAIN BE
USED PUBLICLYs CHOICE OF EXCERPTS FROM YOUR LETTER AS FROM
OTHER STATEMENTS WERE GUIDED BY TWO FACTORS, SPACE
LIMITATIONS AND OUR JUDGEMENT AS TO WHAT PARTS WOULD SPEAK
MOST DIRECTLY AND MOST ELOQUENTLY FOR CLEMENCY FOR
ROSENBERGSw AS WAS MENTIONED TO YOU OUR LETTER OF DECEMBER
16, ADVERTISEMENT WAS ORIGINALLY MEANT FOR PUBLICATION IN
NEW YORK TIMESs HOWEVER AFTER TIMES SENT US PROOFS; IT
REFUSED TO CARRY ADVERTISEMENT AS DID EVERY OTHER NEWSPAPER
IN NEW YORKs SHOCKING ILLUSTRATION OF DENIAL OF FREEDOM OF
PRESS IN BROADEST SENSEw WE WERE FORCED TO GO TO NEWSPAPERS
IN OTHER PARTS OF COUNTRYw THEREFORE ADVERTISEMENT YESTERDAY
APPEARED SIMULTANEOUSLY IN CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER;
WASHINGTON STAR AND ST LOUIS POST DISPATCH=

:END 2=
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GQ+CLAT60 SHEET 3=

*/E ARE DEEPLY SORRY TO HAVE CAUSED YOU ANY ANNOYANCE OR
EMBARRASSEMENT= PLEASE BELIEVE THAT WHATEVER MISTAKE MAY
HAVE BEEN MADE, OR WHATEVER MISUNDERSTANDING OUR PURPOSE
WAS ONLY TO SPEAK OUT FOR CLEMENCY FOR THE ROSENBERGSw THE
TIME IS SO SHORT, THE NEED SO URGENT FOR QUR OWN SAKES AND
FOR HUMANITYs YOU HAVE OUR DEEPEST RESPECT FOR THE

COURAGEOUS STAND YOU HAVE TAKEN FOR CLEMENCY=
CLEMENS J FRANCE=

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FLOM ITS PATROXS CONCERNING ITS BERVICE




EMANUEL H. BLOCH
COUNSELOR AT LAW
401 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 13, N.Y.

PHOMNE WORTH 2-88858I1

January 6, 1953

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I received your letter dated January 5, 1953 in which you ex-
press your strong belief that I did not keep your letter to
me, concerning your views on the Rosenberg case, confidential
except for "court use or executive use",

I do not know whether you wrote this letter to me after my
telephone conversation with you yesterday afternoon., I hope

not.

In any event, may I reassure you that I did not betray your
confidence, and that no one except the both of us knew that
you had sent me a communication in which you explained your
position on the Rosenberg case,

I have been a member of the Bar of the State of New York for
the past 28 years. My reputation for honesty and integrity,
I believe, 1s unquestioned and unblemished. I have never
broken my word to anybody in all my life, I did not break my
word to you, I do not know what more I can add to try to
convince you of this fact,

I have studiously avoided becoming entangled in any mass ac-
tivity or public relations in the case. I have acted on behalf
of my clients as a lawyer and I have conducted myself accord-

ingly.

Tt would seem not improbable that any organization that may
have been formed to protest again=t the barbaric sentence in
this case may have turned to you, as one of our great out-
standing citizens and religious leaders, to enlist your endorse-
ment in support of a clemency plea. Any communication to
such effect, therefore, of such organization, such as "The
Emergency Committee of the Arts and Professions", to procure
your favorable sentiment is not surprising, but, you may be
secure in your own thinking, that their attempt to draw you
out in a public statement did not emanate from me, directly
or indirectly, or was any such attempt occasioned by any
knowledge tha% T had received your views,




Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver - January 6, 1953

May I repeat what I said yesterday. I trust that your justi-
filable resentment against anybody who betrayed your confidence
should not redound to the disadvantage of my clients, for
they, as I, were not responsible for such breach of trust.
Moreover, their lives are involved and should not be jeopar-
dized by some stupid or disreputable act on the part of any-
one not acting in their behalf,

When I submitted your letter to Judge Kaufman on the appeal
for judicial clemency, I submitted your entire letter, After
it was submitted in Court, it became a public record available
to anyone who desired to inspect the same, at the office of
the clerk of the Court, Consequently, if anybody looked at
your letter, it was possible for them to excerpt part of it
and fall to reveal the other parts without which, of course,
your entire position could not be made clear., I assume that
this is how this Emergency Committee obtained the quotation
from your letter,

Again, T implore you to grant me an audience, which will be
completely private and confidential, so that I may gain from
your wisdom and obtain advice which I badly need.,

Most respectfully yours,

Cz’/—h,Z‘“"ﬁw/:‘—’
MANUEL H. BLOCH
/’

EHB/yf

P,S, After the receipt of your telegram, I was successful

in communicating with Clemens J. France of Providence, Rhode
Island, the Chairman of the Emergency Committee, as well as

the Acting Secretary of the Committee. Both of these persons
promised me that the organization would write to you, explaining
the incident and refrain from using your name in any public

way in the future,

EHB




To: EFEditor, St. Louis Post Dispatech

Editar
Washington Star
Washington, D. C.

Dear 8ir;

I understand that an advertisement appeared in your paper spon-
sored by the Emergency Committee of the Arts and Professions
which carried an excerpt firom a letter which I wrote in connec~

tion with an sppeal for clemency for the Rosenbergs. This let-
ter was to be submitted for Court use or Executive use in the

clemency appeal, It was not to be used in conmection with a pub=-
lic agitation,

Under date of December 18, 1953, I wrote to the Chairman of the
Emergency Comdttee of the Arts and Professions, Dr. Clemens J.
France, stating; "I regret that I cannot permit the use of my
name as a sponsor for a plea for clemency for the Rosenbergs
which is to appear as a full=page advertisement.®” In spite of
that, my expressed wishes were ignored, and only an extract of
the letter was published in the advertisement which might mis-
lead people as to my true position in the matter,

I am, therefore, enclosing my letter in fulk and I trust that
you will find space in your valued newspaper to publish it.

With kindest regards, I am
Most cordislly yours,




JANUARY 7, 1953

DR. CLEMENS J, FRANCE
108 WEST Ll; STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

RECEIVED YOUR TELEGRAM OF JANUARY SIXTH., YOUR EXPIANATION [V f J’ '

%ﬂﬂtisﬁch}r}'. I MUST AGAIN REPEAT MY REQUEST TO

YOU THAT IN THE FUTURE YOU DO NOT USE ANY PART OF MY LETTER
IN ADVERTI SEMENTS.

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




Dear Rabbi Silver,

I'm writting this letter to you as L vias very shocked by something
that I read in the Monday, January 5, 1953, St. Louis Post-Dispatch Newspaper.
1 would enclose a copy of the edvertisement that appeared therein, however I donot
have a personal copy available at the present time.

Briefly, the full page advertisement was entitled "Must the Rosenbergs
Die" and was published by the Bmergency Committee of the Arts and Frofessions to
3ecure Clemency for the Rosenbergs. The advertisement contained among other things
an alleged excerpt from a letter allegedly written by you to Judge +rving R.
Kaufman, U.S, District Court, on application for judicial commutation of sentence
Dec. 30, 1952. *he excerpt printed is as £01loWSyeesss™s ] believe that the death
sentence which has been imposed is unprecedented in the legal annals of our country
as a punishment for espionage in peace-time, I believe that our country is strong
and great-hearted enough to be merciful, Should, therefore, an appeal be made to the
Court or the President of the United States for clemency and for commutation of the
death sentence, I am prepared to add my name to such a plea." The advertisement
also contained a plea for funds and to have others write to the president for a
request for a commutation of the sentence imposed.

I do not know whether your permission was obtained to publish this letter
or if such a letter was actually written by you or if you have indorsed the work

of this committee and those who compose same. Other than your own name I am unfa-

miliar with any of the other names appearing in the advertisement.

I have always associated your name with those who are leaders of

American Jewery and the leaders of Jewery throughout the world, Being a life long

Zionist I have likewise associated your name with the outstanding leaders of that




cause. I know many others both Jew and non-Jew who share my sentiment.

I personally feel that your name being associated with a cause as
here presented has done irreparable harm to both American Jewery and to
Zionism in this c:-:;unt.ry. The possible reprecussions maybe be world wide.

I would appreciate very much if you have the time to do so if you would answer
this letter and state to me your reasons for your actions. Of course you are
under no obligzation to do so, but, if you do see fit to do so I will greatly
appreciate it. My faith in you as a leader of your and my people has been
shaken and I would like to hear your side of the story.

Although we have never met I extend to you my very best personal
regards. I hope to hear from you real soon.

Sincerely

‘b/‘/*/%

At es.

Py, JACLK H KAPLAN us syo635 22
PosT S-A. & OFFICE

FT- LEoNARD Woob, Me.




January 14, 1953

Pvt, Jack H, Kaplan US 5L063522
Post J.A.0. Office
Fort leonard Wood, Missowri

Uy dear Friends

I received your letter of Jamuary Tth addressed to me at the
Zionist Organisation of America in New York and forwarded to
mée here, T wish T had the time to answer your question more
fully. The excerpt to which you refer and which appeared in
the St, Louls Post Dispatch unfortunately did not give a

clear statement of my position in the m tter, I wrote to the
editor of the paper asking him to publish my letter in full,
which you will find in the enclosed brochure, The letter was
sent to the attorney for the Rosenbergs for use in a clemency

plea., You may also be interested in the enclosed clipping of
an article which appeered this morning in the New York Times.
Yesterday the press carried the report that Professor Einstein,
too, joined in an appeal for commutation of the sentence.

One can only follow the dictates of one's conscience in such
matters,

With warmest regards and all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,
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sRABBI ABBA H SILVER=
THE TEMPLE EAST 105 ST AND ANSEL RD:

.GROUP OF PEOPLE IN CLEVELAND ANGUISH STRICKEN OVER THE

PLIGHT OF THE ROSENBERGS IMPLORE YOU TO GRANT AN AUDIENCE TO
A DELEGATION WHICH THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEND TO YOU THEY

HOPE THAT A WAY SATISFACTORY TO YOU MIGHT BE FOUND IN

WHICH YOUR INFLUENCE MIGHT BE EFFECTIVE FOR MERCY THE
PERSON ASKING ME TO APPROACH YOU IS MRS MIL ROTHENBERG
10127 SOUTH BOULEVARD CLEVELAND 8 ANXIOUSLY YQURS=

:CRONBACH=

THE COMPANY WILL AFPRECIATE BUGGESTIONS FROM ITB PATRONS CONCERNING ITS BERVICE




6/12/53

Leur Dr, Silver:

Becauge I know that the Hosenberge are on vour
mind, I send you this copy of a telegram I forwaried to jou today,
to make certaln that it will nét mimarry.

I believe with all my heart that there are many people of in-
luence who would gladly assécirte themselves with you in this
last minute effort. Professor Albert Einstein this very morning

has demonstrated anew how utterly fearless he is in the face
of those who would smother basic human principles. Perhaps

vou could reach him by teleprone, end then together zo after
your colleazues in leadership among Orthodox and Conservative
bodies, Dr, Brodie's intercession is certainlp moet compellings
end should give courage to traditionalist sy okeemen. Vould

appreciate hearing from you.
With warm personal regards,

Sincere
/m;? %u
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BELIEVE YOU MIGHT BE NTERESTED THAT ISRAEL BRODIEs CHIEF
RABBI BH!TISH EMP IRE AND RABBI LEO BAECK HAVE CABLED
:ﬁ‘xPPEAL TO PRESIDENT £1SENHOWER URGING CLEMENCY OWN
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AS AMERICAN OF NORMAL INSTINCTS AND AS JEW CONSCIOUS OF
PRECEPTS OF MERCY UNDERLYING JUDAISM 1 Al HEARTENED BY
JTA NEWSDISPATCH TODAY THAT BRITISH EMPIRES CHIEF RABBI
ISRAEL BRODIE HAS JOINED YOUR COURAGEOUS COMPANY IN PLEA
FOR CLEMENCY FOR ROSENBERGSw YET THESE POWERFUL VOICES
REFLECTING DEEP CONCERN LEST UNPRECEDENTED STIGMA ATTACH
TO JEWISH COMMUNITY IN AMERICA APPEAR POWERLESS IN FACE
OF HYSTERIA AND FEAR IN HIGH QUARTERSw PROMINENT WMEMBER
OF NEW YORK BAR OF ROMAN CATHOLIC FAITH CHIDES ME ABOUT
APPARENT CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE AMONG ORGANIZED JEWISH
LEADERSHIPs HE BELIEVES IF YOU TOOK 1MMEDIATE INITIATIVE
YOU AND OTHER JEWISH SPIRITUAL SPOKESMEN COULD ENLIST
ACTIVE SYMPATHY CHRISTIAN CHURCH DIGNITARIES AND
TOGETHER STIR THE HEART OF PRESIDENT DWIGHT EISENHOWER:
HIMSELF A RELIGIOUS MAN3 TO COMMUTE SENTENCE ON GROUNDS
OF HUMANTTARIAN MERCY EQUALLY BASIC TO CHRISTIANITYs
PURELY AS AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT PRESUMING TO JUDGE GUILT
OR INNOCENCE OF ROSENBERGS IT SEEMS TO ME THAT ONLY BY
DEFERMENT OR COMMUTATION; RATHER THAN BY EXECUTION NOW,
CAN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HOPE FOR ULTIMATE REMOVAL OF

\ THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITR PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVIOE
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STIGHMA OF TREASONy BY SEARCH FOR EVIDENCE IN MORE
TRANQUIL CLIMATE,; AS IN THE HISTORIC DREYFUS CASEs
FAITHFULLY YOURS=
LOUIS RITTENBERG EXECUTIVE EDITOR UNIVERSAL
JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA FORMER EDITOR OF LIBERAL
JUDAISHM 920 RIVERSIDE DRIVE NEW YORK CITY=
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19 Thornton Street
Revere, Massachusetts
June 15, 1953

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silwer
0leveland
Chio

Dear Rabbi Silver

Enclosed is an appeal to President Eisenhower asking clemency
for the Rosenbergs, and about which we referred to in our wire
to yon,

Two of

/The individuals signing this letter are over 75 years of age.
One of them is regarded uniformly as one of the most pious,
devout and scholarly among Greater Zoston's Jewry.

The individuals signing the appeal are members of the Cone
gregation Tifereth Isr#al Revere,

The outspokenstatements at yesterdays confregaticonal meeting
and the accompanying petition show very clearly that the bulk
of our Jewish brothers and sisters will respond to even the
slightest kind of leadership.

We the undersigned at this time feel called upon to say that
if outstanding Jewish leaders like yourself were to really
speak up, even now, that the resulting response wculd be such
as could make the differmnce between life and death for the
mother and father of two small children, If Jewish leaders do
not speak up and if this shameful tragedy is not averted it
will be to the everlasting shame of the Jewish people and
particularly to those Jewish leaders who remain silent,

(i S DAY (.»MM(J‘-‘ e ’é‘"” e /“7‘/




Cleveland Ohio,
June 16, 1953

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

Dear Rabbi:

In the event that I am unable to speak to you personally,
I take this means of addressing an appeal to you, This appeal comes
from one who was confirmed by you in the class of 1931, One whose
family, was for many years & member of the Temple, who knew you and
Mrs. Silvers' family long before you occupied your present pulpit.

As things stand, on Thursdey evening Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg ere scheduled to be electrocuted. This sentence, handed down
in a whirlpool of hysteria, has shooked the world, and I am aware of
the faot that you have expressed yourself publicly on this matter.

Two people, with divergent views as to the guilt of this
couple, could debate at length on the merits of the Governments case,
end the integrity of the department charged with giving them a fair
trial.

However, time is running out and unless President Eisenhower
is prevailed upon to grant clemency, our Government will have carried
out the murder of two people whom I believe to be innocent, A 5 to 4
vote by the Supreme Court is a clear indication that justice mey not
have been done.

Furthermore, this is not just a case of the lives of two
people who happen to be Jews, Democracy in America will elso suffer,
if this inhumane sentence is carried out., The reactionaries, the
facists, the McCarthys' will use this &s a pretext to direct new attacks
against the progressive and democratic sections of our country,

And So, I appeal to you to amddress a personal plea to the
President Of The United States, to grant clemency, to stay the execution
in in order that new evidence can be presented to the Americen People
and the Courts of Law,

I am confident, that es the foremost spokesmen of Ameriocan

Jewry, you will rise to the occasion and do everything in your power
to influence President Eisenhower and stop this execution,

Bincarﬂlrix?ura,f

w—mh‘mﬂ-ﬂ?«
Irvin omsky
1654 Hawthorne Dr.

Cleveland 24,




TELEGRAM RECEIVED 103115 A.M. JUNE 17TH

SANTA MONICA , CALIFORNIA
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER

THE TEMPLE
CLEVELAND, OHIO

MANY PEOPLE THIS CITY HAVE URGED ME TO REQUEST YOU TO AGAIN

APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT FOR CLEMENCY ON BEHALF OF THE ROSENBERGS.

RABBI AMUEL SACKS
206 MAIN STREET
VENICE
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PARENTS

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER, THE TEMPLE

FUNERAL SERVICE FOR ETHEL AND JULIUS ROSENBERG TAKES PLACE 2 PM

TODAY SUNDAY IN NEW YORK RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING YOU AND OTHER
MINI STERS CONDUCT MEMORI AL PRAYER AT YOUR SERVICES. COMMI TTEE IS

INNOCENCE AND THE CHILDRENS FAITH IN THE TATRIOTISM OF THEIR

NL PD g
CLEVELAND OHIO JUNE 20 1953

. 105TH AND ANSEL RD CLEVE
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AUSTRALIA

ITALY

Must the Rosenbergs Dje?

\

“

and from all over the worid

"+ . Demand salvation of Rosenbergs as an act of humanity

and justice.”
Francisco M. Prra
Sec'y, Argemtins Tmﬂ_“n for the B ghite of Bfmpy
- reprieve Ethel and [ulius Rosenberg, the victims of &

sevodk] Drevios A g
ErRNEST PLaTZ
Acting Sac'y, Jewish Council to Corrn b
Faacism and Anti-Semitism

"« for the lifting of the death sentence for the Rosenberg

couple.”
MArTIN ANDERSEN NEXD, Writer

“... I contemnplate with horror the possibility that the death
sentence could be carried out . , "

SYDNEY SILVERMAN

Member of Parliament

“ .. I cannot but deplore the death sentence upon the Rosen-
bergds both in itself and from its inevitable effect upon British
and world opinions.”

ProF. CHARLES E. RaveN

Chaplain to Her Majesty, The Dusan

“I consider the sentence of death imposed in a frial con-
ducted in such a cavalier manner as a erime against the
universal conscience.”

Pror. J. OrcEL

Museum Mational d'Histoire Naturelle

“With all my heart I am for elermency.”
FERNAND LEGER, Painter

“In name of Frernel weorl nyl class, strongly protest death

renfences . . ™

QUATREPOINT
General Confederation of Labor

% . . for revocation of the death sentfence.”
ANNA SEGHERS, Writer

". . . death sentence of Rosenbergs cannot but become detri-
mental to general belief in the good will of the United
.s'r ”»

THEUN DE Vieies

“ .. I saw the protest aroused by the execution of Sacco
and Vanzetti . , . I hope that the American people will not
add ancther such disgraceful action to their record”

D. D. Casammr

Tata Inatitute of Fundamental Ressarch

“20 Religious Leaders Urge Truman Clemency . . *
NEw York TIMES, November 19

“Speaking for millions of democratic Ttalians . . . elemency
and justice for Ethel and Julius Rosenberg."

PieTro NEnN

Secrelary, Socialist Party of lialy

Mamber, Chamber of Drepurises

clorgyvmon, writars

over lour hundred scisnti ta, mrtings
and musicians, unanimou ¥V bgree thad B it shwrpe)cd

be grafted clomency®
Hinaxy MAFTAl, Congiess of Irtelleriuele

“If the American government sends these parents to their
deaths it will be remembered forever as the most shameful
act committed against American democracy.”

Davip ALrarn SIQUEIRDS, Painter

" « . I cannot believe that in this instance the President of
your Republic will allow this sentence io stand.,”
THE VEry REv. C. W. CHANDLER
Dean of Walkato

“We hope with all our heart that the Rosenberg childran

will again have their baloved mother and father . .
Francois JoseErn CaviGLIoL)
Architert Laureste

THEL AND JULIUS ROSENBERG are sched-
UT-r'II Ler «olie thi y f 1 v 1 ™

were charged with onspIring to convey mil
tary secrets to the USSR when that country
was our World War I ally.

Hundreds of thousands of Americans believe
that serious questions concerning this case
remain unanswered. Further, they feel that the
death penalty would be an expression of hys-
teria rather than an act of justice by a great
country.

Lest they die and future evidence prove, foo
late, their innocence, we urge you most serj-
ously to consider:

Why the Unprecedented Sentence?

Never before in American history, either in
peace or war, has a civil court imposed the
death penalty for passing information even to
an enemy, let alone an ally. In recent cases
similar to that of the Rosenbergs — both at
home and abroad — no death penalties have

i imposed

® Axis Iy and Tokyve Rose.
traitors during World War I1—ten years'
imprisonment,

® Four American Nazis, convicted of pass-

ing vital aircraft information to Germany
in 1941 (Mulzahn Case, Detroit) — five
to fifteen years.

® David Greenglass, confessed spy—fifteen
}'EETS.

Ruth Greenglass, confessed spy — freed.

® Harry Gold, confessed spy—thirty years.

® Dr. Raymond Boyer, Canadian, convict-
ed of espionage. Sentenced to two years
in prison.

® Dr. Klaus Fuchs, British, who confessed
to transmitting atomic information to the

Soviet Union—fourteen vears' imprison-

ment

(8] 4 b e

And, right now. o 1.8 Military Court in
Korea is trying Staff Sgt. Giuseppe Cascio on
charges of having conspired to "give intelli-
gence to the enemy.” If found guilty, the max-
imum sentence is life imprisonment.

Why the death sentence for the Rosenbergs?

“Atmosphere or Evidence?

According to Dr. Roland H. Bainton of Yale
Divinity School, “I can see no other explana-
tion than awave of public hysteria..”

Arthur Garfield Ha ys, famous American
lawyer, says. “It is the damnable death penalty
that causes the uneasiness,"”

The Churchman (Protestant Episcopal
publication) in a Noy. 1, 1952 editorial, char-
acterized the sentence of the Rosenbergs as
“both excessive angd cruel,” pointing out that
Hanﬂ" the Rmﬂberfa, who appear b}l any rea-

What Proof of Guilt?

The case against the Rosenbergs hinged on
the testimony of David and Ruth Greenglass,
The U.S. Court of Appeals declared that, with-
out this testimony “the conviction could not
stand.” Yet this testimony was nof corrobo-
rated by a single other witness.

“Thers wore nn unusually large numbe el

ri ] b Iy .',-l.-__.rll. . BTl W T

Lireenglass., To begin with, he had pleaded
guilty to the conspiracy for which the Rosen.
bergs were being tried. and had not yet been
brought up for sentence; thus he might hope,
and he expressly said he did hope, to obtain

evidence against the Rosenbergs,

“It is my considered professional opinion
that a conviction based upon such evidence
from such sources cannot be regarded as rej;-
able and should not be sustained,” D, N. Pritt,
distinguished British lawyer, Queen’s counse]
since 1927,

David Greenglass was sentenced to fifteen
years. His wife Ruth, who also confessed and
was indicted, was never brought to trial.

Truly David Greenglass, as Mr. Pritt said,
had a “terrible incentive for lying™

What About the Atom Bomb ""Secrets’'?

Of the evidence of Greenglass on the atom
bomb “secrets 7 the Magdazrine's science editor
illogical, if not downright unworkable."”

John Desmond Bernal, Professor of Physics
at the University of London, states: “In my
opinion as a scientist with special knowledge
of the physics of explosives, the exhibits do not
involve the use of a new and original principle,
and . .. would not be of advantage to a foreign
nation,”

In support of his opinions, Prof. Bernal cites
six different books or publications, dating back
to 1888, all dealing with the supposed “new
principle"!

Recently affidavits were submitted toa U.S,
Court by three world-famous scientists,

® Prof. Jacques S Hadamard, member of
the Ameg ‘an Academv nf S« ness o
i_- rench Academy of Sciences, iluuumry
Chairman of the International Congress
of Mathematics.
® Prof. Thomas Reeve Kaiser of the Uni-
versity of Manchester, England, expert
in nuclear physics.
® James Gerald Crowther, lecturer at Har-
vard University, author of sixteen scien-
tific books, war-time director of the Sci-
entific Department of the British Council.
All three affidavits pointed to the Green-
8lass testimony about the exhibits as being
“implausible” and “inconceivable”

Yet the supposed value of the alleged “secret
information” which Greenglass claimed he
gave the Rosenbergs was the basis for the
death penalty!

An Appeal to Reason

In the words of Waldo Frank, noted author
“So manv woarthy men arnd warnern, who have
followeef s fis frrmony, exnress o rr g f rh
¥ e N FriLs FFFe .Il VAarir i FIOL rer s e ¥
Russia and communism has been allowed o
permeate the case, that it should surely be the
human part of justice in a greal nation not
irrevocably to destroy the future possibilit v of
righting a conceivable wrung. . .. For the sake
of our good name and for human love, the
sentence should be commuted.”

® Wire or write: The President, The White House, Washington, D.C.,
vurging that he commute the death sentence.

what

® Join with signers of this statement by filling out this form and mailing
it to the Committee:

Please add my name as a signer of the Plea For Clemency.

you
can do ADDRESS

2 | enclose %

Emergency |

for the Rosenbergs. 108 W, d44th 5t., New York 36

“ommiltes of the At an

i . R R S ——— e

to help in placing additional ads in major

d, aughoul the country
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This advartitemant wos paid for by populor subseription and published by the

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE OF
TO SECURE CLEMENCY FOR

THE ARTS AND PROFESSIONS
THE ROSENBERGS
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LIST OF PERSONS BEING ASKED T0 SPONSOR ADVERTISEMENT IN NEW YORK TIMES

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Dr Albvert Einsteinv
Carey McWilliame

Prof Thomas Emerson
0lin Downes

Prof Harlow Bhapley
Prof Kirtley Mather
Vliadimir Horowits
Senator William Langer
Dr Bernard Loomer

Dr Algernon Black

James Thurber

Father Shelton Halle Bishop
Hev John Haynes Holmes v
Dr Ernst P Boas

Uta Hagen

Arthur Miller

Thurgood Marshall
Dmitri Mitropolous

Aran Bontemps

Pearl S Buck

Leonard Bernstein

Roger Baldwin

Dr Harold W Dodds
Bishop G Bromley Oxnam v
Clarence E Pickett
Stringfellow Barr
Bishop Henry Kncx Sherrill
Elvert K Fretwell
Walter Piston

William Schuman

Randall Thompson

Chaim Gross

Jacch Lawrence

Crockett Johnson
Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Prof Linus Pauling
Bisghop William Scarlett
Rebbi Uri Miller

Aaron Copland

Dr Rudolph Gang

Joan Hersey

Prof Fovwier V Harper

I Haroid Urey

¥ovshaii Fieid

tenator Wayne Morse

I'r Grenville Clark
Bishop WJ Walls

Dr Merdecail Johnson
Prof Oswald Veblen
Lion Feuchtwanger
Ernest Hemingway

Dr Joseph Fletcher
Oscar Hammerstein

Hon Hubert Delaney
Prof Robert Lynd
Archibald Macleish
Sholom Aschy

Millen Brand

Ergkine Caldwell
Lillien Hellman

Hon Claude Pepper

Dr Zechariah Chafee
Bighop Francis John McConnell v
Dr Alexander Meiklejohn
Dr Robert M Hutchins

Dr Frank Aydelotte

Gian Carlo Menotti
Wallingford Riegger
Rudolf Serkin

Alfred Barr

Peter Blume

Ben Shahn

Emily Greene Balch

Prof William Ernest Hocking
Prof Ralph Barton Perry
Cardinal Samuel 4 Stritch
Jameg P Wardurg
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The People
Speak Qut—

On the
Rosenberg Case

Dr. Roland H. Bainton, Yale Divinity School, Connecticut

“I was shocked when I read that the death sentence had been imposed upon
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, and 1 am glad to have the opportunity of say-
ing a word which might have some influence in altering the sentence. . . .
| feel that the sentence is too severe because it is not commensurate with
that meted out to others guilty of the same offense. . . . We should by no
means allow ourselves to determine life and death in terms of emotions
engendered by a succession of disillusionments.”

THE CHURCHMAN (Protestant Episcopalian),

in an editorial on November 1, 1952:
“The Churchman feels that the death sentence, in the light of the far
milder treatment of more serious offenders than the Rosenbergs, is both

excessive and cruel. We believe that the execution of these two individuals
will only hurt the name of the United States, . . ."

From editorial in the Brooklyn JEWISH EXAMINER,
October 24, 1952

“The wvalue of the information transmitted to the Rosenbergs by the
gsecond-rate electrician David Greenglass, is arguable at best. The Journal
of the American Association of Atomic Scientists as well as The Scientific
American stated that these ‘secrets’ were not particularly important.
“German war criminals guilty of ghastly atrocities during World War II,
as well as American traitors like Tokyo Rose and Axis Sally, escaped
the supreme penalty.

“It would seem from the above that the punishment of the Rosenbergs
is unduly harsh,”




THE PEOPLE

From an editorial in the BOSTON CHRONICLE,
November 29, 1952, entitled "Clemency for the Rosenbergs”

“Those of us who recall the relatively light sentences meied out lo Tokyvo
Rose and Axis Sally for their treasonable activities during World War Il
cannot help from considering the death senlence of the Rosenbergs as
“eruel and unusual punishment.” Their trial was conducted in an atmos-
phere conducive to the severity of their sentence, the supreme penalty,
and in making this observation we are cognizant of ils weight without
regard to the innocence or guill of the senienced persons on the basis
of flimsy or substantial evidence.”

A letter by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

“My dear Mr. Bloch:®

“Permit me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of Oclober 17. I have
accepted the verdict of the courts in their conviction of the Rosenbergs
for violating the espionage laws of our country. The crime of which they
have been found guilty is a heinous one and 1 found no sympathy in my
heart for men and women who betray their country. I was especially
resentful of the effort that was made to drag in the issue of anti-semitism
in this most unfortunate afTair,

“However, 1 believe that the death sentence which has been imposed
is unprecedented in the legal annals of our country as a punishment for
espionage in peacetime. [ believe that our country is strong and great
hearted enough to be merciful. Should, therefore, an appeal be made to
the court or to the President of the United States for clemency and for
commuiation of the death sentence, 1 am prepared toe add my name to
such a plea.

“1 do not wish any publicity to be given by you to this letter of mine or
to my position in this matter. 1 wish it to be held confidential except for
court or presidential use."*®

* Emanuel Bloch, defense counsel for the Rosenbergs.

““ Rabbi Silver has given permission to reprint this letter in its entirety,
in view of the fact that portions of it have previously been published with-
out authorization.

From article entitled "Justice and Compassion for Julius and

Ethel Rosenberg,” by Hillel Rogoff, editor JEWISH DAILY
FORWARD, November 29, 1952

“Those who are sincerely interested in the fate of the Rosenbergs should
know that now there remains but one means by which they can be saved
from the electric chair and that is to move President Truman to commute
the death sentence to a lesser punishment. And the appeal to the President
should be made on the ground of humaneness, compassion and merey. . . .
Now all energies must be exerted toward one goal—to stop the execution.
If this should succeed, then those who believe in the possibility of vindicat-
ing them can attempt to do so.”




SPEAK OUT

THE NATION, article by Arthur Garfield Hays,
November 8, 1952

We may iry, but we cannot forget the two YOoung Rosenberg chil
dren. . .. It is the damnable death penally that causes the uneasiness,”

Mary Van Kleeck, sociologist

“In New York six months ago I spent many hours reading transcripts of
testimony and documenis of the trial. As a sociologist concerned with
public opinion in international relations, 1 found many evidences that both
judge and proseculing attorney permitted and even intensified the injection
into the trial of political issues, which had no bearing on the guilt or
innocence of the defendants. May I join with others to take such action
as may be possible to prevent these deaths and thus to avert this ir
remediable disaster in our nation’s history.”

Dorothy Thompson, THE WASHINGTON STAR,

April 12, 1951
“The death sentence . . . depresses me . . . in 1944, we were not at wal
with the Soviet Union. . . . Indeed, it is unlikely that had they been
tried in 1944 they would have received any such sentence.”

The Rev. John Paul Jones, N. Y. TIMES, November 28

“To Lthe Editor of The New York Times:

“The imposing of the death sentence on the two Rosenbergs is, to say the
least, a troublesome matter for the conscience of thoughtiul people.

“In the first place, even when conceding that the Rosenbergs have been
guilty of transmitting information to the Soviet Union, the trial evidence
and conduct do not remove all doubts about either the wisdom or justice
of inflicting the death penally. Great stress has been laid that this alleged
crime was begun in wartime bul equal stress has not been laid upon the
fact that it was not connivance with a wartime enemy but with an ally. . . .

“While a layman is hardly qualified to comment upon matiers of due process
it is important to remember that atl least some quite capable and disinter
ested lawyers assert that there were violations. It is hard to dispel the
feeling that the mood and temper of the present time have created an
atmosphere in which a fair trial has been extremely difficult, if not
impossible, . . .

“Commutation of the sentence to life imprisonment will keep the Rosen-
bergs from doing further harm, will set a quite sufficient example of the
dire consequences of subversive acts, and at the same time make it possible
to correct an injustice, at least partially, should later evidence or study
prove such to be the case.”

From editorial in THE JEWISH DAY, October 16, 1952

. .. believing in our democratic system of justice and in the just application
of our laws, we feel that we are entitled to appeal to the President that
he should commute the death sentence.”




ON THE RBROSE

Max Lerner, NEW YORK POST, June 19, 1952

“I agree that the death sentence was unprecedented and harsh.”

From editorial in the JEWISH CHRONICLE, Indianapolis,
Indiana, December 5, 1952

“We believe that President Truman ought to commute the death sentence
imposed on Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. . . . Justice in the United States
must not be more vindictive than in other civilized countries.”

Father Frank North, Nashotah House, Wisconsin,

in a letter to the President
“Dear Mr. President: As a priest I am as much opposed to Communism as
anyone, Bul surely the sentence of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg for passing
on atomic information to Russia while she was our ally is way outl of line.
In the interests of justice and decency can’'t you do something about their
death penalties? Surely this would also be of value from the standpoint
of propaganda.”

Rul:bl Dr. Meyer Sharff, Brooklyn, N. Y.

. As a devout Jew, 1 revere our country's laws, which carry out the
humane principles enunciated in the Torah, and I am reminded that the
Declaration of Independence is of one piece with our leader Moses® exhorta
tion: ‘Proclaim freedom throughout the land." Therefore, it is inconceivable
to me that in our country a death sentence should be so lightly given, as
was the case in the Rosenberg Trial.

From THE COMMONWEAL, widely-circulated Catholic
weekly, January 9, 1953

“The Rosenbergs were lawfully tried and, at least as far as the lelter ol
the law goes, lawfully sentenced to pay the supreme penalty. Whether they
would have received as drastic a sentence had they been tried, say, in
1946 rather than during the cold war, is doubtful.

“Whenever the state takes a life, so final is the step, there must be a certain
hesitation in putting the stamp of approval upon the decision. In the case of
a political crime, our tradition of political liberty makes one doubly
hesitant. It is foreign to our temper as a people and to the spirit of our
history to stand in the street calling for blood. . . .

“Alive, the Rosenbergs represent a constant threat to the Communist con-
spiracy. From hour to hour who can be sure when one or the other of
them will not break down and talk? Dead, their secreis die with them. . . ."

JEWISH MORNING JOURNAL, column by Jacob Glatstein,
October 29, 1952

“One can readily see that America can very well agree nol to snuff out
the lives of the Rosenberg couple and not to give them the maximum
penalty, which our country has never before given anyone in time of
peace, and which was not given even to Dr. Klaus Fuchs, who much more
directly, scientifically and consciously betrayed his countiry.”




SENBERG CASE

Dr. Rudolf Carnap, Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N. J.

"Thank you for sending me the aflidavit by Professor Bernal in connection
with the Rosenberg Case. I have read it with great interest. It confirmed
my earlier belief that the Court has greatly overstated the importance of
the scientific information contained in the sketches of implosion lenses by
David Greenglass, or by any accompanying details which a man with his
very limited theoretical background was able to furnish. For this reasSOn
I feel that the severity of the sentence is out of proportion to the actual
damage which could possibly have been done.”

Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel Prize Winner and
renowned nuclear scientist

“I found the itestimony of the Rosenbergs more believable than that of
the Greenglasses. However, accepting the verdict as correct, I am amazed
and completely outraged by the unequal punishment which has been
given,

“Only the last two took the witness stand and maintained they are innocent
and they were convicted on testimony which I do not believe is con-
clusive beyond a reasonable doubt. If we are going to begin to give the
death penalty for espionage, I should like to have it introduced in a case
in which the guilt is certain.”

From column by Samuel B. Gach, editor and publisher of
THE CALIFORNIA JEWISH VOICE, November 26, 1952

“If the Rosenbergs are ignited the world will see it as punitive politics;
as hysterical fear overriding judgment and justice. The end result would be
the stimulation of less trust and less regard for America and the world.
“It is yet not too late to show the world that sanity still prevails in ou
U.S.A., and that fear is as vet localized and has not spread to epidemic
proportions,

“You can still save the two Rosenbergs from brutal murder by wiring
President Truman for clemency.”

Rabbi Abraham Cronbach, Cincinnati, Ohio

“It is argued that, through the betraval of atomic secrets Dy the Rosen:
bergs, Russia gained a military advantage. That the act alleged of the
Rosenbergs imparted to Russia any military advantage has. by no means,
been proved. Bul granted that such advantage for Russia might have
ensued, others convicted of the identical erime—Fuchs, Greenglass, Gold,
Sobell, Slack, Simons, May, Brothman—have not been sentenced to die:
they have been sentenced to terms of imprisonment. If the death penalty
was, in those other cases, not requisite for our national defense, why
should it be so regarded in the case of the Rosenbergs?"




A Cable from Twenty Israeli Rabbis, November 18, 1952

WHATEVER THE PARTICULARS WE APPEAL TO YOU MR PRESI-
DENT IN THE NAME OF GOD AND THE QUALITY OF MERCY

TO SAVE THE LIVES OF THE COUPLE WHO ARE PARENTS OF
TWO LITTLE CHILDREN STOP EVEN IF WE ASSUME THAT THEY
HAD SINNED AGAINST THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES
THEY SHALL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO DO SO IF KEPT UNDER
SURVEILLANCE BUT SOME DAY THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO
PROVE THEIR INNOCENCE STOP IN SUCH CASE YOUR CON-
SCIENCE AND THE CONSCIENCE OF THE UNITED STATES
WOULD BE CLEAN NO INNOCENT LIFE SHALL HAVE BEEN
TAKEN GUILTLESSLY STOP LET YOUR EXCELLENCY CALL TO
MIND THE MILLIONS OF GUILTLESS JEWS WHO LOST THEIR
LIVES AT THE HANDS OF THE NAZIS DURING THE SECOND
WORLD WAR AND THE CLEMENCY THAT WAS EXTENDED T0 THE
PERPETRATORS OF THOSE MURDEROUS AND CRUEL ACTS OF
MONSTROSITY STOP WE HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT AN ACT OF
CLEMENCY IN THIS CASE IS EXCEEDINGLY VITAL AND YOUR
NAME AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF AN HONORABLE PORTION OF
MANKIND YOUR DEEP RELIGIOUS FEELING AND YOUR AWARE-
NESS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOOD WITHIN YOU LEADS US TO LAY
BEFORE YOU THIS OUR HUMBLE PETITION IN FULL HOPE THAT
YOU WILL GRANT IT STOP GOD ALONE KNOWS THE WHOLE
TRUTH STOP MAY THIS YOUR CLEMENCY BE A FITTING CROWN
TO YOUR GREAT CAREER STOP

Charles E. Raven, Professor Emeritus, Cambridge University,
England; Chaplain to HM, the Queen

“As one who has spent much time during the past twenty-five yvears in
the United States and has a deep concern for Anglo-American friendship
I cannot but deplore the death sentence upon the Rosenbergs both in
itself and from its inevitable effect upon British and world opinion.

. this savage verdiet underlines the conviction that America, instead
of leading the world to a more righteous and liberal way of life, is becoming
so hysterical in its dread of Communism as to betray the very principles

upon which its Constitution was founded and which its past history has
always respected.

“The sentence of death, whatever the merits of the case, is a tragic event
for all lovers of the Republic.”

Dudley Collard, attorney, England

“Even if the guilt of . . . Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were satisfactorily
established. and 1 am far from being convinced that this is the case,
I should be profoundly shocked at the passing upon them in time of peace
a sentence of death, which in my opinion is unworthy of any country with
a claim to call itself civilized. My opinion is shared by all my professional
colleagues at the Bar of England to whom I have spoken of the matter,
irrespective of their political opinions.”




The Very Rev. C. W. Chandler, Dean of Waikato, New Zealand

“Azsuming that Julius and Ethel Rosenberg are guilty, it must be borne
in mind that it was during World War II, when Russia was an ally, that
these persons committed these offenses. As heinous as the offense may be,
it does not merit a death sentence, and 1 cannot believe that in this instance
the President of your Republic will allow this sentence to stand. It would
be cruel, inhuman and barbaric in the extreme and would raise a storm
of protest throughout the world if one of the chiel partners in the world’s
Democratic Stales, countenanced the infliction of a death penalty, where
even a modicum of doubt existed as to the guilt of the persons concerned.”

Duke of Bedford, Woburn, Bucks, England

“Capital punishme::.. for political offenses is unworthy of a truly civilized
government and suggests its inability to protect itsell adegquately from
hostile or objectionable political influences, either by sound adminisira-
tion at home, or by a just, imaginative and enlightened policy in its dealings
with foreign nations.”

Rev. Stanley Evans, England

“The view of this section of British opinion is that so much evidence
was allowed as to opinion and so little offered as to the fact of guilt that
these two people would never have been convicted by an English Court,
still less sentenced to the extreme penalty of death.

“We are watching with the deepest anxiety your efforls to secure remission
of this lerrible sentence.”

Sydney Silverman, Member of Parliament, England

“ .. I have no hesitation at all in saying that I contemplate with horror
the possibility that the death sentence could be carried out in such a case
by any civilized country; least of all the United States upon whom history
has placed in our time so heavy a responsibility for the wise leadership of
so0 many nations in the onward march of civilization. . . . To exact the
extreme penalty from these two unfortunates in these circumstances is to
make the Rosenbergs personally responsible for all the errors of the stales-
men of the world which since the end of the war have so tragically lost
the peace for which we all hoped. That may, as many think, be the sole
responsibility of the U.S.8.R.; it surely is not that of the Rosenbergs.”

Lord Chorley of Kendel (formerly Cassel Professor of Law
in the University of London)
“I am strongly averse to the death penalty, carryving out of the death sen
tence in such a case as this. I shall be glad to add my name in an appeal
to the President for clemency.”

Nicole J. Dreyfus, prominent lawyer, Paris

“It is with the saddest feelings that I learned of the death sentence azainst
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and I raise my voice to demand a revision
of the judgment.”

Janet Jagan, Member Georgetown Town Council,
British Guiana

“I am in full agreement with the opposition against this ruthless measure
. and join in the world-wide protest against such inhuman treatment.”




From the JEWISH WESTERN BULLETIN, official organ of the
Jewish Council of Vancouver

“The Bulletin does not question the conviction of Ethel and Julius Rosen-
berg. We do feel, however, that the reguest for clemency directed to
President Truman that he should commute the death sentence imposed
on these people, is fully justified. . . .

“Finally, it should be noted that this statement represents the unanimous
opinion of the Editorial Committee of this publication.”

From lead editorial in the TORONTO HEBREW DAILY JOUR-
NAL, November 24, 1952

“IL is also important to know that appealing to their president is not only
the task of citizens of the United States. It is the duty of all right-minded
liberal people in the entire world to let their voices be heard, and to
appeal to the president.

“The example of the 22 Rabbis of Israel, who appealed direcily to President
Truman on behalf of the Rosenbergs, must serve as an example.

“We are of the opinion, that all liberal and progressive people in Canada
must join in this appeal and ask President Truman io spare the lives of
the Rosenbergs, because where the law is too harsh there is room for
compassion, It is human to commit a crime, it is also human to forgive.
“In the case of the Rosenbergs, it is no excessive request that the death
sentence not be carried outl. Precedents for this are numberless.”

D. N. Pritt, London, Queen’s Counsel

“1 am forced to the conclusion that, even if the convietion of the Rosen-
bergs had rested on reliable evidence that they had conspired to obtain
some information, any sentence expressed by the judge to be based on such
inaccurate and unproved assertions as to the importance of the information
would have to be set aside on appeal under any procedure which provided
for a free review of the sentence by an Appellate Court.

“Unfortunately. the procedure applicable to this case does not provide for
such a review, any more than it provides for a consideration of the
credibility of the witnesses or the reliability of the evidence. Were the
procedure different, it may well be that the whole matter would have been
disposed of already. Bul there is, in effect, no appeal at all to any court
from either of the two main defects of this trial, namely, the unreliability
of the evidence and the gravely excessive sentence.

“The duty of securing a review on these points thus rests on public opinion
throughout the world. After full study, for the reasons which 1 have ex-
pressed above, 1 must express the view, from a purely professional stand
point, that it would offend against all Anglo-Saxon standards of justice that
the convictions, let alone the sentence, of the Rosenbergs should be
allowed to stand.”

lssued by:

National Committee to Secure Justice
in the Rosenberg Case
1050 Sixth Ave., Mew York IB, M. Y. & Elyani 99494
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HE American people are a merciful people. American sympathies are ever

awakened by human suffering. In a thousand ways, among which our vasi
benevolences furnish glorious examples, Americans have demonstrated that they
are warm-hearted and not hard-hearted. Brotherhood is our ideal. recurrently
acclaimed within our several religions as well as by our unchurched. All of us
have, at times, fallen short of those ideals. But, deep in our souls, we cherish those
ideals. Rare is the American who does not honor merey and does not revere
brotherhood.

Also among American ideals is that of loyvalty to the United States. Sometimes
religious ideals and national ideals conflict, and devout people oceasionally affirm
that there is a law of God which is higher than the law of the state. This is nol
our own position. Most of us defer 1o the laws of the state without reservation,
The laws of the state should he obeved. To the laws of the stale. everyone owes
allegiance.

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg have been convicled of a law violation. Large
numbers of people look upon this conviction as unjust, like the conviction of Leo
Frank or Alfred Dreyfus or others who, though pronounced guilty, were subse-
quently proved innocent. Some deem Julius and Ethel Rosenberg innocent. There
are also those who. while non-committal as to the couple’s guilt or innocence, do
nonetheless insist that the trial was unfairly conducted. Persons versed in the
law have |mi|lh'ﬂ oul what they t't';_r.'lr:i as '|||1|r|'u;|r'i1't'|-'.- in the |)!'Hi'('t‘l‘|1tllj.'.". But
we shall waive all this. Let us coneede that Julius and Ethel Rosenbere did com-
mit the crime with which they are charged, Let us cramt that the trial emailed
no breach of justiee, sull, is it :'ump,:lihil' with the linest in the American spiril
that Julivs and Ethel Rosenberg be put to death?

It is argued that, throush the betraval of atomic secrels h.\. the Hu.-al-nlu']';:.*.
Russia gained a military advantage. That the act alleged of the Rosenbergs im.
parted to Russia any military advantage has, by no means. been proved. Bul
granted that such advantage for Russia might have ensued. others convicted of the
identical crime—Fuchs. Greenglass, Gold, Sobell. Slack. Simons. May., Brothman

~have not been sentenced 1o die: they have been sentenced 1o terms of imprison-
ment. If the death penalty was, in those other cases. not requisite for our national
defense, why should it be so regarded in the case of the Rosenbergs?

UNIQUE FACTORS

HE misdeed imputed to the Rosenbergs is said to have had ils inception in

1944 and 1945, At that time, the United States and Russia were allies, It is
dificult to see l\'h}' Russia should. at that time. have found |*-'i|iun.'tur at all neces.
sary. The United States was, at that time, sharing its military secrets with Russia
as it was with England and with Canada. As matter of public record, Harry Hop-
kins himself, at that period. mediated the transfer of nuclear materials to the
Soviets. The law against atomic espionage does nol. it is true. distinguish between
a friendly power and a hostile power. It forbids the betrayal of atomic secrets
to any foreign power. But must the punishment be made equally severe in both




instances? There is a huge difference between a friendly power and a hostile
power. In the breadth of that difference, i= there no room for mercy?

The law violation of which the Rosenbergs are accused is alleged to have
occurred at a time when the atomic bomb was unknown to everyoneg except a few
highly trained experts; it was prior to Hiroshima. The day after Hiroshima, all
of us knew about the atomic bomb. Previous to Hiroshima. none of us knew.
FEven if the Rosenbergs did conspire to betray atomic secrets, they could not
possibly have comprehended the import of what they were doing. Clemency to
the Rosenbergs can, in no way. constitute a precedent against the death sentence
far Tuture infractions, The factors in the case are IIII!'H'} unique, Never can those

same lactors recur,

All of this applies regardless of what might be said about the people by whom
the Rosenbergs are being aided. Among those seeking to save the Rosenbergs are
people of all political parties, several religions cults, and various walks of life, All
of them are people like the reader and the writer of these words, Americans whose
interests lie in America. who have evervthing to gain if America gains and every-
thing to lose if America loses. By no stretch of the imagination. can any friend
ol the Rosenbergs, in any way, profit by anvthing through which America is
injured.

The sinister word “*Communism™ has entered into the situation, There are
waords which, by a Kind of fatal spell. dissipate thought and generate fury, Among
such words, “Communism™ plays at present a dreadful role. The word conveys
<o many different meanings that it has become almost void of meaning but, the
less meaning a word holds, the greater sometimes its potency for passions which
unbalance thinking.

THE OMINOUS WORD

ONG before the cold war began, a communist was understood 1o be someone
who aims to overthrow the United Stales governmenl "IJ_‘i force and vio-
lence,” Our imbroglio with Russia has, during the last seven years, woefully
intensified this {'lI:I.I'l'_'l', A communisl is now asserted to be someone who promoles
the interests of Russia in n|rim-¢i!iun to the interests of the United States. Would
it be oml of place 1o ask the reader: Have you ever mel anvone who advocated
the overthrow of the United States? Have vou ever read amy book. article or
pamphlet which urged such overthrow? Have vou ever heard any public speaker
recommend such overthrow? It is sometimes maintained that people harbor such
designs but keep them secrel, forbearing to express them openly. Yet how can

we possibly know anvone’s unexpressed thoughts? ith equal warrant, one mich
possibly k _ | I thoughts?  With equal t aht

accuse. ol clandestine subversiveness, ]}ulghl Fisenhower. Adlai E. Stevenson,
|hn'rj|. S. Truman or Robert A. Taft. Still. let us sSuppose that the [riends of the
Rosenberzs consist only of traitors. How does that touch the merits of the Rosen-
Jlf*r;_r case? How does that alter the ]il'l"l'inu.-'-lll'.-.- of mercy 7 Must the ":l#t'n]il*rf_fﬁ
suffer because of the sins of their friends?




The truth will have 1o be sought in the sinuositiez of the human mind. Every
life is beset with frustrations. All of us suffer vexation and disappointment.
Psychologists have studied the tendency of organisms, whether human or animal,
to retaliate for frustrations by striking back. If the organism can not reach its
real offender, it attacks some substitute, some “displacement,” as the psycholo-
gists call it; like the man who, reprimanded by his employer, yet not daring to
answer his employer, comes homes and vents his spleen on his wife and his chil-
dren: or like the boy who resented the domination of his father but, powerless
to get even with his father, waited twenty-five years and shot down “Father”
Abraham. That boy’s name was John Wilkes Booth. This displacement of griev-
ances is a familiar psychological phenomenon. Unable to get at those who are
the real causes of our woes, we wreak vengeance on scapegoals,

OUR BASIC TROUBLE

OR some people, the scapegoat is the Jew. For others, it is the Catholic. For
still others, it is the “capitalists” or “Wall Street.” The favorite scapegoat
of the present hour is the “communists,” This does not deny that there really
are }urnp]l_- who call themselves communists and who h'x'eriﬁhl}' advance extreme
theories about the obligations of the privileged toward the under-privileged. Most
of us Americans dissent from those theories, even though the Republican Party
and the Democratic I""”." to which we belong may counl. among their followers,
people holding views but slightly less radical. The fact is that the opinions pro-
pounded by the communists have little to do with the conflict. Communism is, for
us, hardly a vehicle of political or economic ideas. It has grown to be an uncon-
scious symbol of the troubles which embitter our lives.

Regrettably the Rosenberg case has become implicated with that deadly word.
Were the case to be judged on its merits, a great swell of protest would arise against
the sentence of death. Public opinion would encourage and support the President
in commuting the sentence.® The issue has unhappily gotten entangled in clichés
which cause Americans to forget that Americans are merciful.

One is reminded of the adage. “Know thysell.” If we would look deeply into
our souls, we might find that our troubles are rooted not in the “communists” but
in the frustrations of our private lives. Once aware of this, we would recall words
spoken more than nine decades ago by the noblest American of them all. Ours
would then be the hope that America’s splendid ideals of mercy and of brother-
hood will vet reign within all hearts “when again touched, as surely they will be,
|1_!.' the better angels of our nature.”

® The case can nol come before the President until all juridical expedients have been ex-
hausted. The Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case is engaged in raising
funds to finance an appeal to the Supreme Court and, if granted, a new trial.
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER,19810 SHAKIR, CLEVELAND OQHIO

AS AMIRICAN OF NORMAL INSTINCTS AND AS JEW CONSOCIOUS OF PRECEPTS OF NERCY UMDERLYING
JUDAISM I AM EEARTINMD BY JPA NEWS DISPATCH TODAY THAP? BRITISHE EMPIRES CHIEF RABBI
ISRAXL BRODJUEAS JOINED YOUR COURAGEOUS COMPANY IN PLEA FOR CLEMENCY FOR ROSENBERGS,
YET TEESE" POW:RFUL VOICES REFLECTING DENP CONOERN LEST UNPRECEDENTED STIGMA ATTACH
T0 JEWISH COMMUNITY IN AMBRIOA APPEAR POWERLESS IN FACE OF HYSTERIA AND FEAR IN
HIGH QUARTERS, PROMINENT M'MBER OF NXW YORK BAR OF ROMAN CATHOLIC FAITH CHIDES ME
ABQUT APPARENT CONSP OF SILENOE AMONG ORCANIZAED JEWISH LYADERSHIP, HE BELIEVES
I¥ YOU TOOK IMMEDIATE INITIATIVE YOU AND OTHER JEWISH SPIRITUAL SPOKESMEN COULD
FNLIST ACTIVE SYMPATEY CHRISTIAN CHURCH DICNITARIERS AND TOGETHER STIR THE HFART

OF PRESIDENT DWIGHT EISENHOWER, HINMSALF A RELIGIOUS MAN, T0 COMMUTE SENTENOE ON
GROVNDS OF EUMANITARIAN MERCY BUALLY BASIC TO CHRISTIANITY,

PURELY AS AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT PRESUMING TO JUDGE GUILT OR INNOCENCE OF ROSENBERGS,
IT SEENS TO ME THAT ONLY BY DEFIRMENT OR COMMUTATION, RATH'R THAN BY EXECUTION NOW,
CAN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HOPRE FOR U TIMATE REMOVAL OF STIGMA OF TREASON, BY SEARCH
FOR *“VIDENCE IN MORF TRANQUIL CLIMATE, AS IN THE HISTORIC DREYFUS CASE, FAITHVULLY
YOURS
1OUIS RITTENBERG
EXFCUTIVE EDITOR UNIVIRSAL JEWISH ENCYCLOPELIA,
FORMIR EDITOR OF LIBERAL JUDAISM

920 Riverside Drive, New York Oity

Please deliver; do not telephone
Rabbi Silver's alternate address 1s!
The T mple, East 105th Street

at Ansel Road, Oleveland, Ohio,
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