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. CONGREGATION MISHKAN ISRA

ORANGE AND AUDUBON STREETS
ROBERT E. GOLDBURG, Rabbs NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

January <3, 1953

Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver
Congregation Tifereth Isrsel
E. 105th Street and Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear nabbi Silver,

My heartiest congratuilsztions to you upon your birthday
end anniversary service. May you enjoy many more years of
health, happiness, and service.

This must be a busy time for you so please forgive my

inguiry to you on an important matter. I wouid very much

like to know if you accept the current charge of Anti-Semitism
against the Eastern bloc. There seems to be {rightening
evidence of this -- on the other hand, it is difficult to
eradicate thirty years of history. Do you believe the

meny Jewish orgenizations that have brought the charge

acted prematurely, or, in your opinion, is there enough
indisputable evidence to justify it?

I'm writing this question to you because above all the

Jewish leaders, 1 respect both your intelligence and integrity.
I have long admired your courageous stend on issues of civil
liberties and world peace and with the present problem, I

did not know where else to turn.

With 211 good wishes,

Sincerely,

Kobert k. Goldbursg
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It is feared that the attacks which
made on 7ionlsm, Zionist leaders, and the State of Isrsel,
m anti-Semitic sentiments and might endanger the securi
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and by the charges brought in Moscow against the

live in the Soviet Union and in the neighboring
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His Excellency (eorge Zarubin  «2- Jamary 30, 153

sovereign Jewish State and would not have voted for its admission to the
mited Hations if the Zionist movement were of the character which it
is now represented to be., Zionism has been a movement of matiomal free~
dom and 1liberation, The State of Israel, I am persuaded, is the

of no country that is firiendly to it. I trust that time El
sequaintance with the true facts will dissipate these unfortunate mi
conceptions,

But anti-Semitimm, racialism and hostility to the Jewish peop

may prove an imminent danger, not alone to the peace of mind and the
security, but even to the very lives of millions of Jews

Soviet Zone, and will inflame all right~thinking people outside
Soviet Zone so that efforts at creating better understanding will be-
came even move difficult,

In your jJudgment, Your Fxpellency, should nct some authoritative state-
ment be issued by your government which would clarify the situation,
set the record straight and relieve the minds of men of fears and sus~
picions? Fron meny cquarters I have been asked to express an opinion
upon the events which have been reported. I should like to base my

Judgnent uvpon facts rather than on what might be propagands,

With deep concern and asswring you of my high regard, permit me to re-
main

Respectfuily yours,

ABBA HILILEL SILVER




llamh 2?: 1953

Rabbi Robert R, coldburg
Congregation Mishkan Israel
Orange and Audubon Streets
New ilaven, Connestieut

My dear Rabbi Goldburgs

Please pardn the lonz delay in answering your kind letter.
As you probably know, I have been on the Peeific coast and
in Yerico during the month of February, and my correspondence
has seriously lagged,

On the subject of anti~Semitism and the Soviet hloe, all T

can do is to send you a copy of the address which I delivered
on the oocasion of my testimonial at the Waldorf-Astoria on
Fetgfuary Sth which states my position as clesrly as T can, No=
thing that has happened since has given me reason to change my
position, All that T can say is that I hope thet I am right «
for if T = wrong, & terrible fate awaite the two-and-a=half
million Jews behind the Iron Curtain.

With warmest regards and best wishes for a happy Passover, I
remain

Most cordially yours,






