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Mz, Jacob Billikopf,
¢/o Federation of Jewish Charities,
Philadelplhia, Pa.

My dear Billikopf:

Mrs. Silver and I are planning to spend
the summer abroad. We have long cherished the
desire of visiting Russia. I know that you have
been there and you undoubtedly know the best way
to gotabout getting permission, visa's, ete.

I will de greatly indebted to you if you
would tell me how to geo sbout it. I should like
to spend about six weeks in Russia.

With kindest regards to you and Mrs.
Billikopf, in which Mrs. Silver joins me, I am

Very sincerely yours,
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THE FEDERATION OF Bl kopl=ve 41
JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA ‘ PLose

330 SOUTH NINTH STREET
PHILADELPHIA. PA.

JAcCOB BILLIKOPF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
y ‘5

March 15, 1927.

Dear Silver:

1l am enclosing copy of a letter to Harold Kellock,
of the Russian Information Bureau. Kellock is only an employe
in the Bureau, but I am hopeful that his chief, whom I do not
know personally, will exert himself in the matter.

It is amazing what a thorough record the Soviet folk
have of the people in this and other countries who have at various
times expressed themselves for or against the Government. 1 bhave
no doubt but that you are "properly recorded." lnasmuch as you
bhave, on several occasions, publicly expressed your distrust, etec.,
of the Soviet, the chances are that Moscow has knowledge of the
fact and a visa will be difficuit to obtain. Then again, the fact
that you are & rabbi might miiitate a bit. The Soviet isn't very
fond of ministers, although, as 1 come to think of it, there were
one or two Church ieaders in the Sherwood Eddy group last summer.
Should I fail to get satisfaction from Washington I will write di-
rect to Dr. Rosen. 1 am inclined to think he might be able to ac-
complish something definite, although 1 note in the papers that Her-
man Bernstein was turned down again, despite Rosen's influence in
his behaif.

The attorney for the Saviets in this country is Charles
Recht of New York City. Judge Mack knows him quite well. Recht
will do anything for Mack. Suppose you also drop a line to Mack,
asking him to take the matter up with Recht. Mack is now in Flor-
ida, P.0O.Box 587, Palm Beach, and is likely to return any day.
I would suggest your sending your original letter to the Woolworth
Building, New York, and a copy to Florida.

1 do hope you will be able to get into Russia -- a great
world in the making.

With kindest regards,

Yours,

?”W’“‘%

Rabbi A. H. Silver.




March 15, 1927,

Mr. Harold Kelloeok,
Ruseian Information Bureau,
2819 Cunnecticut Avense,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kellock:

One of my desr friemdse, Rabbi Abba Hilleh Siiver,
of Cleveland, is planning to spend the cummer abroad. Both Rabbi
and Mrs. Silver are anxicus to visit Ruseia end femiliarize then-
eelves particularly with the colonisation work smong the Jews.

Rabbi Silver is ome of the two or three leading
rebbis in this country,- & persom of great eluquence and tremendous
influence. I ehould love %0 have him visit Russia, 8o that he
might bring back with him a picture of the back-to~the-soil movement
emong the Jewish people. i do wish, doar Kellook, you would tske
this matter up with the proper suthorities and use all of your in-
fluence to obtain a visa for Rabbi and Mrs. Silver.

I sm constaatly importuned by people to obtaln
vises for them, but, for obvicus reasons, I csnnot enterteain the
various appeals. In the case, though, of Rabbi Silver, 1 do wish
you would make an exception and please use your best efforte.

¥ith kindest regards,

Cordially yours,

3]
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March 17, 1927.

Kr. Jacob Billikopf,
Federation of Jewish Charities,
330 So. Ninth St.

Phila. Pa.

Ky dear Billikopf:

Thank you very much for your letter
of March 15th and for the trouble which you have
taken in writing to Mr. Kellock.

At your suggestion, I have also
written to Judge Mack. I shall be very much
interested in knowing what Mr. Kellock's reply is.

With kindegt regards to Mrs. Billikopf
and yourself, in which Mrs. Silver joins me, I am

Very sincercly yours,

AH3:NEB




March 17, 1027.

Dear Xellock:=-

Dy, Joseph Rosen in charge of the Joint
Distribution Committee work in Russla either knows
Rabbi Silver personally and, if not, is surely familiar
with the extraordinary position Rabbi Silver holds in
American Jewish life.

Inasmuch as your colleague, Mr, Skvirsky
would have to forward Rabbil Silver's application to
Moscow, do vou not think it possible that 1t would be
best for me to take the matter up direet with Vr. Rosen,
who might succeed in obtaining speedier action, But, if
& recommendation from Mr., Skvirsky would be acceptable to
the Soviet authorities, we might let your office take the
matter up. Please let me hear from you.

You should have been at the Philadelphia
Foreign Policy Assoclation meeting held at the Bellevue
Stratford some weeks ago, when my discussion on Russia
was followed by a speech delivered by Prof., Sorokin. Ie
called me all sorts of names. It was a hectlc occasion,

With kindest regards.

Cordially you:;LU;)uﬁar

My, Harold Kellock,

Soviet Union Information Bureau,
2819 Connecticut Avenue,
Wagshington, D. C,.
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farch 17, 1927.

Judge Julian Mack,
Woolworth Bldp.
New York City.

iy dear Judre Macks

Mro. Silver and I are planning to srend
our summer abroad and we should like to et into
Russic.

I wrote to Billikopf, asking him how
t0 go about getting a viea from the Joviet Government.
He wrote a letter to Mr. Harold Kellock of the Russian
Infornation Pureau in Wachington, D.C. He alno
sugrested that I write you, inasmuch a you are
acquainted with ¥r. Charles Recht, who iz the ettorney
for the Soviet.

I would aporeciate very much if you
could help us in the matter. With kindesct repards
to you and Mra. Mack, in which Mr:s, Silver Joins me,
I am

Very sincerely,




REPRESENTATIVES
MOSCOW
WARSAW
BERLIN
ROME
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PENNSYLVANIA 4060-4061

CHARLES RECHT
CABLE ADDRESS

COUMEBLLON AT LAW JUSTRECHT, NEW YORK
110 WEST FORTIETH STREET

NEW YORK CITY

March 31st, 1927

Dr., Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Chio

My dear Dr. Silvers

In order to enter Russia,
it will be necessary for you to make appli-
cation for a visa to the Visa Department,
People 's Commissariat of Foreign Affairs,
MQSCOW, UesSeS.R,

It generally takes at
least two months before such application is
acted upon. New regulations have just been
promulgated at Moscow and we cannot state at
this time with just what success you may meet.

We regret that our personal
assistance in this matter would be of no avail
as we are not authorized to make any recommen-
dations to Moscow or to undertak the securing
of visas,

v

However, if we can be of help
to you in any other respect, please do not hesi=-
tate to call upon use.

Faithfully yours,

Ol e




Photograph with
applicant's signature to

be attached here.
?%eationaird
to be ed out by persons desiring to enter
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republiecs.

For the information of applicants:

l. Answers to the questions contained herein must be
exact and complete. Persons failing to give ex-
haustive answere should not expect to receive a
permit for admission to the U.S.S.R.

2. Children under 10 years of age need not present
photographs. Children under 15 years are not re-
quired to f£ill out applications, but their names
are to be given in the questionaire of the adult
person whom they accompany.

QUESTIONS : ANSWERS ;
1. Surname, First Name, Middle
Name (Persons having several
surnames or pennames must state
all of them)
2+ Place of Birth
S. Age

4. Are you married or single

5. Citizenship, past and present

6. By whom is your passport issued?
Date and number of passport.

7. Education (general and special)

8. Main profession, also present
occupation. (If you are employed,
state name and address of employer
and capacity in which employed.

9. To what locality (city) of the USSR
do you wish to go?

10.When do you wish to start?

11.Through which frontier do you intend
to enter the Soviet Union?

12.How long 4o you intend to remain in
the U.S.S.R.7

13.0bject of journey (indicate what you
are planning to do).

14.If you are going on business, answer
the following questions:

a. What firms do you represent and
by whom are you being commissioned?

D. STate exactly what you intend to0 Qo
in the U.S.S.R. and on what scale you
are planning to carry it out.

¢. What firms and individuals do you
propose to approach and negotiate with?

4. What means(financial as well as techmhical)
have you at your disposal?




: 2w

e. It is required that you give references
of banks, commercial firms, and private
individuals abroad as well as in the USSR
(you may even name o0ld Russian Firms).

15. If Persons under 16 years are afcompanying you,
state their relation to you, the surname,
first name, and age of each one.

16. If you have ever resided in the USSR before,
you are requested to answer the following
questions:

a. When, where, what was your occu-
pation? (State, city, address,
place of employment, in what ca-
pacity you had been employed).

b. To what political party do you
belong, since when? If you left,
state when and why.

6. If you participated in military
operations against the USSR, state
on what front, when, in what unit,
in what capacity; whether you had
been conscripted or volunteered.

d. Where you ever prosecuted or sen-
tenced by legel or admimistrative
process (if so, when, where and why?)

e. Did you possess any real estate in the
U.S.S.R. (state what and where)

f. Have you any relatives in the USSR. If
so, state their surnames, first names,
patronymic, also age, address and occupation.

8. When, why and under what circumstances
did you leave the USSR (Russia). If
after Nov. 7th, 1917, state who issued
your foreign passport and visa, date of
issuance and number of same, also indicate
by what route and through what frontier
you left Russia.

17. What persons residing here can you give as refer-
ence (their names and addresses).

18. Names and addresses of persons now residing in
the USSR, who know applicant well and can
vouch for him or her.

19, Enumerate documents attached hereto.

20. REMARKS

Address

Month date year
Signed -

Note: This application blank (or questionaire) is to be filled out in
triplicate and three photographs are to be attached. One to each annw.




HOLLAND-AMERICA LINE

INTER - OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE ONLY

MONTREAL  April 1st%, 1927.

PASSENGER DEPARTMENT
FILE:

Nol 3355

Mr. S. Frederick Knoblock,
District Passenger Agent,
Holland America Line,
Union Trust Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Mr. Knoblock:-

I have to thank you for your kind
favor of March 28th having reference to what pro-
cedure is necessary to secure a Soviet Russian visa in
behalf of an American citizen.

I took this matter up personally with
the Russian Consul General, this city, and he stated
that a visa of this nature could not be granted through
his office, but that the matter would have to be re-
ferred to their headquarters at Moscow.

We recently had a similar request from
our Chicago Office and I am attaching hereto a questiocnaire
which has to be filled out in triplicate and forwarded to
Moscow together with four photographs. The attached ques-
tionaire was sent to us by our Chicago Office, and I am
passing same along to you for your information.

If there is anything further I can do
please do not hesitate to advise. With kind personal regards.

Very truly yours,
(Signed) F. M. Vaz.
HOLLAND AMERICA LINE.

Printed in United States
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Judge Jullen Mack,
Voolworth Building,
New York City.

My dear Judge Maock,

I am enclosing herewith a letter
which I have received from ¥r. Charles Recht,
How do you interpret i1t? Does it seem that they
4o not want me to get into Russia, or 1% it worth-

while going to the trouble of writing to Moscow for
the visa® :

With kindest regards, I am

Vory sincerely yours,
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Miss Norma E. Bloomfield,
Office of the Temple,
105th & Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio.

My dear Miss Bloomfield:-

Complying with our personal conversation
regarding the possibility of assisting Rabbi Silver in his
efforts to obtain the necessary visa to enable him to enter
Soviet Russia, we beg to enclose herewith, for your confi-
dential use, copy of a letter received from our Montreal Office
with regard to his interview with the Russian Consul General
stationed at Montreal.

You will also find enclosed a copy of the
questionaire mentioned in Montreal's letter, also instructions
regarding same.

For your further information, may we in-
form you that our New York Office, as far as they have been
able to ascertain, advise that a delegate to the Soviet govern-
ment is enroute to this country. As soon as he arrives here,
we understand, matters pertaining to travel to and from Russia
will be definitely settled.

0f course, Rabbi Silver's attorney in the
East, who incidently represents the Sovient government in
America, is fully aware of this delegate's intended visit and
will, no doubt, be of great assistance to Rabbi Silver in this
matter.




We will advise you further on this
sub ject.

Trusting the above will be of some

assistance to your good Rabbi and assuring you of our
further personal cooperation, we beg to remain

Qﬁé;;;;ully yours,
f'l /_ ,&/&N‘\ «"_&-’Q,-

S

—7 ;‘_:*!fgderick Knoblock. 4
’ strigt Passenger Agent.
> o

>
o
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JACOB BILLIKOPF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

THE FEDERATION OF
JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA

330 SOUTH NINTH STREET
PHILADELPHIA. PA. May 13, 1927.

Dear Silver:-

You must have been in bad humor when you
wrote your letter of the 10th. To my knowledge, you
never asked the J.D.C. to obtain a visa in Russia, so
you cannot hold that organization in any way responsi-
ble. You did write to me as an individual (and, by the
way, I am not at all in the J.D.C. councils and have
attended only one Executive Meeting in my life and that
was when I made a plea for the Ruttenberg plan) and as
a friend I tried my level best both through Washington
and Moscow to obtain your visa, but I failed. So, of
course, you will not hold the J.D.C. responsible for
my inefficiency. ‘

The letter in which Dr. Rosen stated he
could not obtain the visa was one containing a lot of
other personal references of a confidential nature,

otherwise, I would have sent it to you. From the letter,
I am satisfied that he did everything he could to obtain
the visa but did not succeed.,

Yours, : /
A
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

P. S. I felt from the outset that the one person who could
best manage the job would be Charles Recht. What have you
heard from Mack on the subject.
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Hretherhood of I ecomotive Lughreers Honrnal

ALBERT F.COYLE, AcTinG EDITOR aNE PUBLICITY MANAGER
JOHN F. WELCH. AssistanT EDiTOR

B.oF L. E.BuiLDING
CLEVELAND,OHIO

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

East 10$th Street
Cleveland Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

Mr. Covle a=sked me to send you a copy of
the letter he sent to Mr. Recht relative to your entrance
into Russia, copy of which I herewith enclose.

Very truly vours,




May 18, 1927

Mr, Albert F.Coyvle

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers Journal
B, of L. E, Building

Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Mr, Covle:

I wish to correct your impression that I have authority
to arrange for passport visas in this country. I have no such authority
nor has any one else here, 1t rests entirely with Moscow.

Judge Mack has already written me about Rabbi Abba
Hillel Silver of Cleveland and while I have explained my position
to Rabbi Silver, I have nevertheless asked him to come to see me when
he is in this city.

In the meanwhile, I shall send copy of wyour letter to
¥iss Lucy Brenham of the Committee of Cultural Relations of Russia
and to the office in Washington, I feel confident that they will do
everything they can, in view of what you and Judge Mack say about
Rabbi Silver, to assist him in his contemplated visit to Russia,

I thank you for the interest you are taking and when
you have occasion to come to New York I hope I shall have the
pleasure of meeting you personally.,

Sincerely vours,

Charles Recht

110 West l0th Street

New York City
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ALBERT F.COYLE ActinG ZDITOR AND PUBLICITY MANAGE R
JOHN F.WELCH, Assistan.rEpiTor

B.oF L. E. BuiLDiNnG
CLEVELAND, OHIO

May 20, 1927

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street and Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I enclose copy of letter I have just received
from Charles Recht. The letter is self-explanatory.

If I can te of any further service to vou

in the passport matteg please command me,

With sircerest regards,

Faithfu

IFC,BY
Encl.




March 22, 1927.

Dear VYr, Hosen:-

Rabbi and dMrs, Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland
are anxious to vis't Russlia next summer. O0f course, you Iknow
Rabbl 3ilver, if not personally, then by reputation, In a
word, he is one of the ablest men in the Ameriean pulpit and a
geniinely great leader among our people.

Realizing that you are being constantly im-
portuned to obtain visas I d4id not want to trouble you, but
wrote to Harold Aellock, a friend of mine, comnected with the
Soviet Information Bureau in VWashington. I am enclosing a
letter from Kellock from which you will note that Mr, Skvirsky
has written to Moscows Vill vou be good enough to make in-
quiry at the Moscow office whether the Skvirsky letter arrived
and 1f so, I am sure that a few words from you wlll result in
Rabbil Silver obtaining the necessary papers.

I note that after all Herman Hemsteln failed
to obtain a visa, :

The photograph of the HRabbinical Convention
in Zhitomir arrived. What a distinguished looking group.

Do you get the Henorah Journal? If not, I am
having the larch issue sent to you under separate cover. Louis
Pischer's article on Poland has crcated quite a furore., He gives
an unjust picture of the J. Ds C. activities in Poland. Our mutual
friend, David Brown, is all 'up in thke air.?® I, too, took Henry
Furwitz to task because in the issue in which the Fischer article
appeared he failed to publigh whatever corments J. D, C. leaders
might have had to make on the subject.

Aindest regards,

Cordially yours,

Dr., Joseph Rosen
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Ma:," 25 ’ 1927

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street and Ansel *oad
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:
In this morning's mail we received a letter from Harold
Kellock of the Soviet Union Information Bureau., I am hercwith enclosing
a copy of same, although Mr. Coyle is not in the city, since I know that
you will be interested in knowing what he writes.
Sincerely vours,

/ij E. Grree

Secretayy

L

r to Mr,/ Coyle




May 24, 1927.

Mr. Harold Kellock,

Soviet Information Bureau,
2819 Connecticut Ave.,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Kellock:

I was in Washington last
evening for a few hours and I gave myself
the pleasure of calling on you and Nr.
Skvirsky. Unfortunately neither of you
was at honme.

Earlier in the day I had
seen lr. Charles Recht in New York and
he suggested that I call on you. I made
application for a visa direct to the
People's Commissariat of Foreign Affairs
in Moscow on April 7th, a copy of which I
am enclosing herewith.

We plan to go to Paris first
and if possible we should like to obtain
our visa in Paris.

Thanking yok sincerely for
all the courtesies which you have extended
to me, permit me to remain

Very sincerely yours,
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Nay 26, 1927

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
East 105th and Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Rabbi Silver,

In a round about way, I have heard that you
were considering going into Russia this summer, I have
asked Mr. Hyman of our office here whether any commmica-
tion had been received from you and his reply was that
there had not been.

While I kmow that the Russian Government's
attitude towards rabbis and ministers is rather negative,
except when they come into the cowmtry with an official
group, yet I believe it would be possible in your case to
Secure a visas

Should you desire to go into Russia, and if
I can be of any assistance in securing a visa for you, do
not hesitate to call upon me. I suggest your writing me
in care of my Detroit of fice.

With kind regards to Mrs. Silver and your-
self, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

2 SR
d o
¢

Give Them a Chance

To Help Themselves
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Jume 22, 1927.

Rabbi Silver

Care Albert F. Cojle
B. of L. E, Building
Cleveland, Chio

My dear Rabbi Silver:

We have received a letter signed
by Mr, Charles Recht , and forwarded by Mr, Albert F,
Coyle , referring to your proposed visit to Russisa.

I suggest that you write concerm-
ing your visa to the People's Commissariat of Foreign
Affairs ( Narkomindel) Kusmetsky Most 5-15, Moscow ,
USSR, This is the usual way of bbtaining a visa,

I am , however, writing to Mr,
Boris Skvirsky, of the Soviet Unien Informstioz Bue
reay, 2819 Connecticut Avemue , Washingtem, L. C. ,
and ssking him to do what he cam to forward your
request, A number of our members have visited Rus~
sie this summer, sand we have, of course, beem glad
to do anything we could in sassisting them to obtain
visas,

We should be gald to have you
as & member of the Americem Seciety for Cultural Re=
Jations with Russia , and if you know any other pere
sons inmterested in Russis we would appreciate having
their names,

Very simcerely yours,

Seoretsry
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SOVIET UI'ION II'FOA ATION BURELAU
2819 Connecticut Ave.,l.W.

shington, D.C.

RE VISAS TO TFE SOVIET UIIOI.

In order to enter any part of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (Russia), one must obtein & speciel permit or vise from
the People's Commissariet of Poreign Affeire. Owing to the &
sence of diplomatic relations between the United Stetce ané the
Soviet Union it is neceseery thet espplicints write éirect to Nos-
cCow,

It is essentisl to state in the epplicetion the cééress of
the spplicent, also in which city (Bcrlln, Loneon, PeEris;, or £ny
other) the apoliccnt would prefer to heve his or her pessport
vised, in order thet thc lfocscow Foreign Office might be eble to
inform the proner consulur representotive concerning the issuence
of a visa, in cusc such & vise is grented.

Univereity studente, tecchere, ertis
engaged in culturel pursuite mey elso wri

te, end generelly thosec
te simultencously con-
cerning their proposcé trip, to the USSR Socicty for Culturel
Relations with Forcign Countries, leleiec Mritekeie +6, loescow,
Union of Sovict Sociclist Republies.

Communicetions should be addrecsed &s follows: Vise Dep't.
of the People's Commisserist of Foreign Affglru (Naraomlnﬁel
Ifoscow, Union of Sovict Sociclist Republics

SOVIET UNICH INFORIMATION BUREAU.






