
 
The Abba Hillel Silver Digital Collection 

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series 1: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
          53           19          1293 
 
 

St. Lawrence Seaway, 1959. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



,,. COMMANDIIG OFFICER 
U. S. NAVY FINAICE CENTER 

CLEYELAID 1ij, OHIO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road and East 105th Street 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

22 May 1959 

In recognition and in celebration of the opening of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway, a number of ships of the U. S. 'avy 
will visit the City of Cleveland for the period 16 through 
27 July 1959. This will be the first time in modern 
history that combatant vessels of the U.S. fleet will 
have sailed the waters of our inland seas. To honor this 
occasion, plans are now being made for a number of civic 
and social functions. 

As the Navy's Project Officer for the City of Cleveland and 
in arranging for the visit of more than 7,500 U.S. Navy 
and Marine Corps personnel, it is my privilege to ask you to 
be a member of an Honorary Cormnittee which will be chaired 
by the Honorable Anthony J. Celebrezze. In appreciation of 
your busy schedules, I am asking only for the support of 

\

your name and a minimal backing. If you feel you can serve V on this connnittee, I will be deeply honored. An early 
acknowledgement of your acceptance is desired. 

Sincerely, 

£~/£ 
L. SMITH 
Captain, SC, USN 
Project Officer 



C ptaln L. Smtth, ~c 
United States~ 
U.S. Navy Finance Center 
Cleveland 14. ~lo 

My deer Caputn Smtt : 

June 3, 1959 

~ank ,,ou for our 1 ,tter of. May 22nd. I 
shall~ hap y to serve as a fflefflber of the 
Honorary Comalttee tn celebration of. the 
St. Lawrence Seaway which ls to be held on 
the 16 through 27 July 1959. 

Wtth all ~ood wl1hes, I r.emain 

A~BA HILLEL SILVER 

AHStbf■ 



, . 

Committee for 'll;sit of U. S. ~avtY 'Jleet 

to Cleveland World Port 

Honorary Chairman 

MAYOR ANTHONY J. CELEBREZZE 

Chairman, Steering Committee 

CURTIS LEE SMITH 

• 
R. Q. ARMINGTON 

Gen. Mgr., Eucl id Division 
General Motors Corp. 

J. N. BAUMAN 
Pres., The White Motor Company 

JAMES L. BAXTER 
Gen. Plant Mgr., The Oliver Corp. 

VIRL BERRY 
Commander of Greater Cleve. Boating Ass'n. 

ROBERT E. BINGHAM 
Thompson, Hine and Flory 

JOHN H. BRIGGS 
Pres., The Gabriel Company 

WRIGHT BRYAN 
Editor, Cleveland Plain Dealer 

HARRY F. BURMESTER 
Pres., Union Bank of Commerce 

EUGENE CALDWELL 
Gen. Mgr., Baker Industrial Trucks 
Div. of Otis Elevator Company 

GEORGE S. CASE, Jr. 
Pres., The Lamson and Sessions Co. 

THOMAS F. COAKLEY 
Pres. , The Cleveland Stevedore Company 

SIDNEY 8. CONGDON 
Chairman, The National City Bank 

LEWIS J. COX 
Pres., Iron Fireman Manufacturing Co. 

HONORABLE JOHN M. COYNE 
Mayor, City of Brooklyn 

FREDERICK C. CRAWFORD 
Chairman, Youngstown Steel Door Co. 

WILLIAM R. DALEY 
Chairman, Cleveland Baseball Co. 

GORDON DAVIS 
Gen. Mgr., KYW Radio Station 

PAUL S. DICKEY 
Pres., Bailey Meter Company 

GEORGE S. DIVELY 
Chairman and Pres., Harris-lntertype Corp. 

THOS. F. DOLAN 
Pres., Dobeckmun Company 
Div., Dow Chemical Company 

IRVIN S. DOW 
Works Mgr., ALCOA 

IAN R. DOWIE 
Pres., Carling Brewing Company 

HOWARD P. EellS, JP.. 
Pres., Basic Incorporated 

R. F. EVANS 
Chairman, Diamond Alkoli Co. 

ROBERT FELLER 
Pres., Cleveland Council Navy Leogue of the U.S. 

DR. EUGENE FERRERI 
Pres., Cleveland Academy of Medicine 

MERVIN 8. FRANCE 
Pres., Society National Bank 

CARL E. GEORGE 
Vice-Pres.-Gen. Mgr., WGAR Radio Station 

(Continued other side} 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Project Officer 

CAPTAIN LAWRENCE SMITH, SC, USN. 
Commanding Officer Navy Finance Center 

1901 East 13th Street Cleveland 15, Ohio 

July 1, 1959 

The Cleveland Chamber of Connnerce joins with this 
Connnittee in extending an invitation to you to be our 
guest at a civic luncheon in recognition of the U.S. 
Navy Fleet participating in "Operation Inland Seas" on 
its visit to Cleveland. 

The luncheon will be held in the Main Dining Room 
of the Mid-Day Club, Friday noon, July 17. 

Among the guests invited to attend the luncheon are 
some 150 Navy and Marine Corps officers of the Fleet, in­
cluding Rear Admiral E. P. Holmes, Commander Cruiser Divi­
sion FOUR, aboard the USS MACON, Rear Admiral W. K. Romoser, 
Conmander Amphibious Training Command, and Major General 
Joseph C. Burger, Commanding General of the SECOND Marine 
Division. 

May we also express our appreciation for your co­
operation and support of the fine program which has been 
planned for members of the Fleet on their week-long stay 
here. 

We hope you can arrange to be with us at the luncheon 
and ask that you let us have your acceptance at an early J__.---­
date, so that we may complete arrangements for the event. 

y yours, 

Chairman, 
~ Steering Conmdttee 



HARVEY GLASCOCK 
Vice-Pres-Gen. Mgr., WHK Radio Station 

STERLING E. GRAHAM 
Pres., The Forest City Publishing Co. 

GEORGE GUND 
Pres., Cleveland Trust Company 

FRED E. HARRELL 
Gen Mgr., Curtis-Wright Corporation 
Marquette Division 

JAMES C. HANRAHAN 
Vice-Pres., WEWS Television Station 

WADE N. HARRIS 
Pres., Midland-Ross Corp. 

GEORGE 0. HAYS 
Chairman, The Penton Publishing Co. 

EDWARD E. HELM 
Pres., Reliance Electric & Engineering Co. 

LEE C. HINSLEA 
McCreary, Hinslea and Ray 

THE MOST REVEREND EDWARD F. HOBAN, S.T.D. 
Archbishop - Bishop of Cleveland Diocese 

N. R. HOWARD 
Editor, Cleveland News 

THOMAS E. HUGHES 
Gen. Mgr., Cleveland Diesel Engine Div. 
General Motors Corp. 

EDWIN T. JEFFERY 
Pres., The W. S. Tyler Company 

E. C. JETER 
Plant Mgr., Cleveland Foundry 
Engine and Foundry Div. 
Ford Motor Co. 

PAUL JOHNSTON 
Chairman, Erie Railroad Company 

DWIGHT P. JOYCE 
Chairman and Pres., The Glidden Company 

REAR ADMIRAL J. A. KERRINS 
Commander, Ninth Coast Guard District 

REAR ADMIRAL CHARLES R. KHOURY, USNR 
Pres., Pittsburgh Steamship Div. 
United States Steel Carp. 

RICHARD M. KLAUS 
Vice-Pres. -Gen. Mgr., WERE Radio Station 

HAYDEN 8. KLINE 
Pres., Industrial Rayon Corp. 

F. R. KOHNSTAMM 
Pres., Jack and Heintz, Inc. 

HERBERT P. LADDS 
Pres., The National Screw and Mfg. Co. 

WILLIAM G. LAFFER 
Pres., Clevite Corp. 

VAN H. LEICHLITER 
Pres., American Steel and Wire Div. 
U. S. Steel Corp. 

ELMER l. LINDSETH 
Pres., The Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. 

SAMUEL LITTLEJOHN 
Regional Vice-Pres., General Electric Co. 

BRUCE MacDONALD 
Dir. -Public Service, WJW Radio Station 

J. P. McWILLIAMS 
John P. McWilliams Company 

GEORGE H. MATHIESEN 
Gen. Mgr. KYW Television Station 

SAMUEL S. MULLIN 
Pres., Cleveland Pneumatic Industries, Inc. 

JOHN P. MURPHY 
Pres., The Higbee Company 

P. H. NEVILLE 
Pres., The Leece-Neville Company 

W. D. NICHOLS 
Mgr. Production Services 
National Carbon Company 

C. S. PARKE 
Pres., The Harshaw Chemical Co. 

THOMAS F. PATTON 
Pres., Republic Steel Corp. 

FOSTER H. PETTAY 
Pres., The Ohio Crankshaft Co. 

CLEVE H. POMEROY 
Chairman, National Malleable & Steel Castings Co. 

F. J . PORT 
Gen. Mgr., The Electric Storage Battery Co. 
Automotive Division 

ROBERT W. RAMSDELL 
Pres., The East Ohio Gos Company 

JOHN P. RUSSELL 
President, City Council 

CHARLES F. SEELBACH 
Pres., The Forest City Foundries Co. 

LOUIS 8. SELTZER 
Editor in Chief, The Cleveland Press 

DR. EDWARD SHARP 
Director National Aeronautics & Spoce Admin. 
lewis Research Center 

GLENN H. SHELDON 
Pres.-Chairman, The Upson-Walton Co. 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
The Temple 

C. E. SMITH 
Pres., Towmotor Corp. 

KENT HALE SMITH 
Acting Pres., Case Institute of Technology 

NORMAN F. SMITH 
Pres., The Osborn Mfg. Company 

CHARLES E. SPAHR 
Pres., The Standard Oil Company (Ohio) 

WALTER SPARLING 
Pres., Ohio Bell Telephone Co. 

VICE ADMIRAL l. SPENCER 
Lake Carriers' Association 

BART STONE 
E1tec. Vice-Pres., Addressograph Multigraph Corp. 

VERNON STOUFFER 
Pres., The Stauffer Corp. 

T. l. STRIMPLE 
Pres., The National Acme Company 

S. BLACKWELL TAYLOR 
Pres., Parker-Hannifin Corp. 

JOSEPH H. THOMPSON 
Pres., The M. A. Hanna Co. 

HASSEL TIPPIT 
Managing Partner, Ernst and Ernst 

LAWRENCE C. TURNER 
Pres., The Great lakes Towing Co. 

JOHN C. VIRDEN 
Chairman and Pres., Eaton Manufacturing Co. 

J . BASIL WARD 
Pres., Addressograph Multigraph Corp. 

ALBERT J. WEATHERHEAD, JR. 
Pres., The Weatherhead Co. 

JOSEF WEBER 
Plant Mgr., Fruehauf Trailer Company 

R. W. WETTSTYNE 
Pres., Cleveland Chapter, National 
Defense Transportation Ass'n. 
The Firestone Tire and Rubber Co. 

A. P. WILLIAMSON 
Pres. , Dill Manufacturing Co. 

J. D. WRIGHT 
Chairman, Thompson Ramo Woolridge, Inc. 

DOUGLAS 0. YODER 
Pres., The Yoder Company 

BEN D. ZEVIN 
Pres., The World Publi1hing Company 

• 
STEERING COMMITTEE 

CURTIS LEE SMITH, Chairman 
Cleveland Chamber of Commerce 

LTJG T. F. BALDWIN, USCG. 

WILLIAM BIRKHOLD 
American Red Cross 

R. f. BRYDLE 
Cleveland Hotel Association 

LT. COL. E. CAREY 
Salvation Army 

A. F. CONNORS 
Republic Steel Corp. 

LT. JACK DUDEK 
Cleveland Police Dept. 

THAD FUSCO 
Clerk, City Council 

H. C. HUMMER 
U.S. Naval Academy Alumni 

DONALD C. HYDE 
Cleveland Transit System 

ROBERT J. KELLY 
Commissioner, Troffic Eng. & Parking 
City of Cleveland 

CAPT. R. C. KLINKER, USN. 
Inspector, Navy Material 

CAPT. P. R. LALLEY, USN. 
Navy Finance Center 

MORT LEAVIT 
Pres., Cleveland Chapter RONS 

JOHN LOCUOCO 
Dir. of Public Properties 
City of Cleveland 

JOHN N. McCORMICK 
Dir. of Safety 
City of Cleveland 

JOHN NAGY 
Comm. of Recreation 
City of Cleveland 

MRS. LUCY ANN PIERCE 
United Services Organization 

WILLIAM J. ROGERS 
Dir., Port Control 
City of Cleveland 

LT. COL. CARL L. SITTER, USMC. 

CARL E. ST AH LEY 
Cleveland Chamber of Commerce 

FRANK UNIACK 
Cleveland Diesel Div. 
General Motors Corp. 

• ' 



July 2. 1959 

.. ,,.. dear ~r . ::;mi th: 

Tha."'lk you f'or yo1n• ldnd letter of ,1itly 1st nnc f or your 
invitati~n to ~ttend the luncheon on Friday, July 17th 1n 
r c0gn: .. :t.,,n of the TJ. ". ~la~, Fleet. p~t:~.c1pe.t3.n -7 in "Opera­
tion Tnla d , eaa". I sh<'-11 oo vorv himn t,o attcoo • ., . 

lli "·h ;.tll .fMd wishes, I reMa:in 

·'r. Curtis Lee Smith 
Cheirman, ~toering CQ'llrrdttee 

Very cordially yours, 

Cor.inittee f or Visit or t • s. Havy Fleet 
1901 ,aet 13th street 
Cleveland 1~, nhio 



Committee for 'll;sit of U. S ~ava 'J!eet 

to Cfevef anJ Worf J Port 

Honorary Chairman 

MAYOR ANTHONY J. CELEBREZZE 

Chairman, Steering Committee 

CURTIS LEE SMITH 

• 
R. Q . ARMINGTON 

Gen. Mgr., Euclid Division 
General Motors Corp. 

J. N. BAUMAN 
Pres., The White Motor Company 

JAMES L. BAXTER 
Gen. Plant Mgr., The Oliver Corp. 

VIRL BERRY 
Commander of Greater Cleve. Boating Ass'n. 

ROBERT E. BINGHAM 
Thompson, Hine and Flory 

JOHN H. BRIGGS 
Pres., The Gabriel Company 

WRIGHT BRYAN 
Editor, Cleveland Plain Dealer 

HARRY f. BURMESTER 
Pres., Union Bank of Commerce 

EUGENE CALDWELL 
Gen. Mgr., Baker Industrial Trucks 
Div. of Otis Elevator Company 

GEORGE S. CASE, Jr. 
Pres., The Lamson and Sessions Co. 

THOMAS f. COAKLEY 
Pres., The Cleveland Stevedore Company 

SIDNEY 8. CONGDON 
Chairman, The National City Bank 

LEWIS J. COX 
Pres., Iron Fireman Manufacturing Co. 

HONORABLE JOHN M. COYNE 
Mayor, City of Brooklyn 

FREDERICK C. CRAWFORD 
Chairman, Youngstown Steel Door Co. 

WILLIAM R. DALEY 
Chairman, Cleveland Baseball Co. 

GORDON DAVIS 
Gen. Mgr., KYW Radio Station 

PAUL S. DICKEY 
Pres., Bailey Meter Company 

GEORGE S. DIVELY 
Chairman and Pres., Harris-lntertype Corp. 

THOS. F. DOLAN 
Pres., Dobeckmun Company 
Div., Dow Chemical Company 

IRVIN S. DOW 
Works Mgr., ALCOA 

IAN R. DOWIE 
Pres., Carling Brewing Company 

HOWARD P. EellS, JR. 
Pres., Basic Incorporated 

R. F. EVANS 
Chairman, Diamond Alkali Co. 

ROBERT FELLER 
Pres., Cleveland Council Navy league of the U.S. 

DR. EUGENE FERRERI 
Pres., Cleveland Academy of Medicine 

MERVIN 8. FRANCE 
Pres., Society National Bank 

CARL E. GEORGE 
Vice-Pres.-Gen. Mgr., WGAR Radio Station 

(Continued other side} 

Project Officer 

CAPTAIN LAWRENCE SMITH, SC, USN. 
Commanding Officer Navy Finance Center 

1901 East 13th Street Cleveland 15, Ohio 

14 Jul 1959 

Dear Member: 

You and a guest are cordially invited to 
attend the amphibious landing to take place at 
Edgewater Beach at 12:30 Saturday, 18 July 1959 

Special seating arrangements have been made 
for indi vi.do.ls possessing the enclosed card. 

Sincerely yours, 

L.~/'n.., 
L. SMITH 
Captain, SC, USN 



OPERATION INLAND SEAS 

CLEVELAND OFFICE TEL. MAIN t-7700 
EXT. 148 U.S. NAVY FINANCE CENTER 

1901 E, 13 STREET 

CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 17 July 1959 

Dear Member: 

You and your guest are cordially invited to attend a 
cocktail party given in honor of the visit of the Operation 
Inland Seas fleet to Cleveland. 

Time: 

Place: 
7:00 P.M. 22 July 1959 
Coast Guard Moorings -
Foot of East Ninth Street 

Sincerely yours, 

/4~/~/~ 
L. SMITH 
Captain, SC, USN 
Project Officer 



COMMANDING OFFICER 
U. S. NAVY FINANCE CE NTE R 

CL EVELAND 1ij, OH IO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
F,aat 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

11 Aug 1959 

As Port Project Officer tor Operation Inland Seas, I wish 
to take this opportunity to thank you for serving as a member 
of' the COlllllittee for the Welcome of' the Navy Fleet to 
Cleveland. The events sponsored by the cOlllld. ttee helped 
to make the Navy and Marine Corps stay in Cleveland a 
most memorable one. 

The success of' the operation both f'rom the Bavy and civic 
viewpoint is a tribute to all of' those participating. Over 
350,000 Clevelanders visited the Navy ships and an esti­
mated 4oo,ooo watched the amphibious exercise at F,dge-
water Beach, thereby indicating the interest tbat the people 
of Cleveland have in our Armed Forces. The social events 
for tbe otf'icers, midshipnen and enlisted personnel were 
highly successf'ul and brought many words of' praise. 

For mysel:r and on behalf' of' the 7,000 Navy and Marine 
Corps personnel wo participated in the operation, please 
accept our thanks :for your interest and support in this 
worthVbile project. 

Sincerely yours, 

L~,4 
L. SMITH 
Captain, sc, um 
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