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ALDANDU fPDNSILV£R, IEan9II 

AUX D. eooDE, .,.,NUS MANANII 

:Tfte HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ..Af.ontft/y 
CINCINNATI 

Bitto 

September 20, 1937 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th st. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

The Hebrew Union College Monthly is marking its 25th 
anniversary this year. To commemorate it we are asking several 
past editors of the magazine for articles either on general 
interest or on the magzine itself. As the first editor of 
The Monthly, we would like to have an article from you to 
head our Editors' Issue. Would you be good enough to submit 
something, therefore? I leave the choice of a title to you. 

Please let me hear from you as soon as possible. With 
warmest regards, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

Samuel M. Silver, Ed. 



SAMUEL M . SILVER , E0IT0lt 

MORTON M . AP'PLllBAUM , BUSINll:SS MANAGll:lt 

'The HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 8vlonthly 
CINCINNATI 

Ohio 

November 30, 1937 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
Cleveland 
Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

I wish it weren·t necessary to trouble you .... 

I wish you had never founded The Hebrew Union 
College Monthly .... 

I wish this weren·t the 25th year since its 
founding .... 

because getting a reply from you requires the 
services of a particularly tenacious orthodontist. 
We want a few paragraphs from you as the first editor 
of The Monthly in a special issue celebratin 7 our 
25th year. I have written. Your friend Ir•tng Hous­
man has written. But you apparently want to treat 
the magazine which you founded like the United States 
treats the League of Nations which it founded. 

Remember: all we want 1s a very, very brief 
article as a sort of guest editorial. It needn ' t be 
about The Monthly; it needn t be about anything. It 
need only be a few words from the first editor. If 
you were not the first editor -- and I have been 
nagging you unnecessarily -- please let me know. 'I'ha.t 
wouln ma~e me very happy. 

Also, please remember: when you have something 
you'd like your colleagues to hear, the columns of 
The Monthly are always ooen to you. For example, 
should you want to get in on the Feuerlicht-Newr.tan 
scrao, come right ahead -- our presses are wide open. 

With best regards a.nd humble apolo51es for 
disturbing you, I am 

Hopefully yours, 

~am Silver 



».caber 2, 1987 

Ir. Suuel • 811 ver, &11 tor, 
The Hebrew Union College onthly, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

l(y dear llr. SilT rs 

It your narae was not Sil•er I could not 
account tor your irreYerent l etter to••• You exprea1 
-•ement at ay tailure to a.newer your 1everal c01111DUDic ~t1ona. 
1 Silnr ahould know better. Letters have a••~ ot anewering 
theueln•[!t let alone. I have neTer aubeoribed t.o the 
dictua 22> ), fr 7>/;P' f o.P!H • Why ehould a 811Ter 
ha•• to anawer eYerybod)T •••• 

So JOU re 101.ng to celebrate the tftftt7-tifth 
anniYer1ary ot the Hebrew Dcion College Monthly. lh)t 
An JOU acquainted With all the literary horror• hiob 
the onthl)r baa perpetrated U?()ll ita readere, fortunately 
tew and aoatly illpounded, since ite tiret i1aue? Peraonally, 
I have long eince done ;,enance tor the eina which I ~a •1 tted 
during the tiret (and aoat notable) year ot 1ta publication. 
Are za auf't1oiently repentant! And the long line ()f 
editor,, froa Silver to Silver, who, nah in hia da7, 
labored and brought tonh - a llontblyf Should we not 
rather •bow down our head••• a bull-rueb• (what aa 
appropriate ten tor an editor) •and epread eackclotb 
and aehe1 under ua• (what a 1plmdid ,uggefl tion tor an 
editor'• chair). 

Go through the til•• and ... the rioh treanrea 
ot ,old.en eaeroda and gold.en mice with which the under­
graduate•, who auttered tram great diecoatiture by reaaon 
or their• eltechHr•"• tilled the coluan• or the onthly. 
Ia there an, oontributor who ••er ottered hie literary 
tirat truit1 to th11 •&•line who did not, ten yeara later, 
bite hia lmuckl•• and luent th• fact th the had not 
carried out the Biblical la• concerning the otterin1 ot 
tirat truit,a - •Thou ehalt put it into a l iCet•'••• 

And epeaking ot Ull er raduate1 - what about 
the laoultyt Did t ey not drop into the helpl••• am 
deaol&te ho;,per or the onthl7 what,enr wa1 not gri1t tor 



ltr. SilYer December 2, 1937. 

the rdll or real PUbl1oat1onT And the Alumni - how 
ott~ did they al1p over a •nef'el tamun• s rmon on us in 
the guise ot an eaaay. And the molea and the b· te of the 
editorials which we :rote. And the poeae an the eonge 
which we 9Ubl1ehed - hat tinkling they aade with 
their fiat teetl And all the other literary tilleta and 
creecenta and pendants of the eon• of the daughter ot 
Zion 1n their Monthl1e1. And the ~ortrait which were 
publiahed &a.oh ;,·ear ot the radusteal •• it only the 
Lord who looked down fr Heaven upon them and sailed? •• ,. 

And you wiah to be congrc. tu.lated on twenty-ti ve 
yea~• or thiaT .lnd you a Silv rl I founded the onthly 
in order to h 'Ve a place wherein to publish a re · rticle1 
or aine ,.hich othar magaa1nea had thoughttully rejected. 
Cunnin&l.7, I allo ed. a few other students to print their 
rejected material aleo, 10 •• to give th impreaaion ot 
broadaindedne •• In ay day, reae■ber, there were many 
men in the College ·ho •could not diec m between heir 
right hand and their left, and aleo 11Uch c ttle • - eo 
that I could put over m~ acheme without auch difficulty. 
I never intended the ma asine to outlin me a• editor. 
I felt cruelly betrayed when, ye rafter year, the 
Monthly ~ept on appeurin' under editors who had ken 
the cue fro me and had outplayed me at• own game. 

ewh.o ao keepeth ~e fig tree 1hall eat t he fruit 
the eot.• You•v• got the fig tree no, Brother 51l"f'erl 
Ont t I congr tu.l.£t• you - with •Yasherke • - ae one 
SilYer to another. 

Yours in jocoser1a, 

AHS1BX 



SA~: M . ~ .l , i:'.OITOR 

rRTON '1-( A .. PLl[BAUM. BUSINESS MANAGltll 

,/ 
,/ _,,.-

The HEBREW UNION COLLEGE fA1onthly 
CINCINNATI 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
C eveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabi S _7er, 

Ohio 

DecGmbe ~ 2, 1937 

It wilJ. be dif icu t to ansv,er your lette ,,i hout 
ecominp do··1n l"i6' -i t ad hominem. I've suffer-ed fro!"l you be ­

fore. Bein0 d rk , oi 7 in height and hi ht Siver, I h e 
again nd again bee mistaken or (1) a Clevelander (2 
your son (~) your nephe-1 (4) you. That is 2 ot so ir r jta in ; . 
It is only v hen he ~is taken identifier gushes, 'Do you 
t~ink t at you ' 1 be a great rabbi some da~r like t 1e :a bi 

.ve , tha I grit J ,y teet and s!;.u. _.{ r..J ~ w..n0. 7Jorf' than 
once I ave considered askinB my fa~i . y to change ts 1u e 
bac,. to the ori[;i::ia Zil e man . Of ourse , I would ex.pe ct 
C eve anders to dot e on y ou -- but before I came to HFC~ 
I nevc~ was under th:s Silver cloud. I had m or. dol 
(the at e Ra • ! .. ischki d) whose memory I krep c os~ to my 
bosom like the ittle boys in Ste Pnson ' s e ~ay fondled 
their ans . So at hoMe (' "f i min ton, Del . ) I rarely en ­
countered Si veratry . 

But I v1as natu~ally in cre s ted in you. nd ror.1 
the conversa ion of those who lmo~ you fro~ the distance T 
gathered that you were a grim, e um, and grumpy man . ' at 
was my del ghtful surprise then to read your letter and f nd 
you on such in imate terr"s ·~,i ~:1 the com c Muse . ~ ut; .,as 
a peasant reve at · nn nd t added another admirer to the 
h ost of othr rs . Whiol-- means you ' ll have another hand to 

ump if, as, and hen I get to C evcla~d . 

You want to 1:"'1ov1 ·1hy ~e are celebrat ng our 25t::1 
anniversary'? ';e might re·"' lY that 'Jith so many mapalahs 
round about us, • t i j l st i iable to invsnt a s i mcha. And 
invented t is one was . For it is not 25 yrs. but 23 yrs . 
since your fir-st issue saw the light o sc olar y eyes. 
But some editors, \J i th superb disregard for figur-es, los 
count and lo anrt behc_d th s year ' s volune is no . 25 . And 
since we need mone~ badly, ve a c e~nloit · ng th s a~c · rtent 
by .akl· m c fuss a out the 25t .niveraary an n i ing 
all & ui-1 

.. dr to congr& ate us on reaching our Ji a tur t ty . 
·.:e are strictl--:r a ering to the term Silver nn ve sary so 
that · -r any deMurrer is rai 0 ed, ·e can rejoin that it is 
a Silver Anniversary in onor of the first and l atest edit o1-- s. 
To others who may protest, ~e sha l point out good ~ 3 ori-
ca_ ana ogies for observinc the 25 u year vhen the~e are 
on 23 . nfte a 1 t ere werent real~ ./ :twelve tribes of 



SAMUEL M. SILVER . EDITO" 

MORTON M . APPLEBAUM , B USI NK SS MANAGK" 

The HEBREW UNION COLLEGE fJvlonthly 
CINCINNATI 

Ohio Rabbi Silver -2-

Israel, or ten comrandments of !,1oses, or a t ousand wives 
of Solomon. 

It ' s rocisely because ,. e are so anxious to exT)loit 
and advertise this event (or deficit i s plOOO . OO -- a tri­
bute to literary profligacy) that we need the suprort of 
your name. h.fter a you d.:.d start the . ac · zi..18 and if it 
was a gr i evo s sin why shou dn ' t it be visiteJ unon you ra­
ther than u on others? .ie want but a fe paragra})hs on any 
topic fron J e ss to birth control ( uotu ion fro n-i recent 
speech here by Rabbi GoldMan) . • sub "ect I 1ould like to 
have you ~ri eon is: 

Compromises I lou d Be~ ling to ua~e for the 
Sa.,. of Je •;ish Unity 

Other sug~cstions : 

Refor~ Reformed (the back-to-cermonies movement) 
::hat Every J er ish Ch i ld Should Y..no J 

Seminaries vs. t e Rabbinica Profession 
Ghetto Ben ches and Ghetto Ben chen: bat Can ·.e Do 

for the Polish Jew? 
ome of ~1y Be st Je \l s are Friends 
1e Parturition of • _e stine 

I know I haven ' t ans·~1ered your question, " ,'hy The 
Ionthly?" One good raison d ' et1 .. e is t"'rie r el ief it g ives some 
st de~ ts frori the ennui o cl sses. The ".onthly i s , fu1 .. t er­
nore, the only magazine '"Jherein Reform Rabbis car. r:iing e 
1ithout ru b "ng sb'"'ulders against a J evii s Conmitt ce - man or 

G0ngress-raan or, 1 1:t 'bdil, a profcs ional 5ournalist. 1
. a t 

this country real 1 y needs is a bi ge r and be ter i,1onthli . ii e 
co.n ' t promise you a Je ·1 sh Centurx overn G t, but the magazine 

s today a far cry (whi ch sonet i mes sounds i xc a shr ek to 
be sure) from the academic repos_tory o s · g t l used theses, 
sermons, and biblio ra:1 i es tha t it was :i ye drs gone by . 

1.n.o.te ver a ilve r is he cannot be a o g those desc:ri ed 
by Isc..i ( 12 . 7) as those "who do not pay at t ent on to a 
fe l ow- Silver . ' I appeal to you t~erefore, in the na1e of 
the name ~es are not fail me , bu- to let ne ave i n a eN 
wee a brief guested toria. ~ you don ' , ' reprint 
on e of tho e articl es 1hich ou SL,ffi to regard as liter ry 
indiscretions of you outh (fo1 I've got vol. in our 
morgue) . 

1Vith many thanks and cor dia regards, I am 
Faith ful y yours 

4tvM. ~ 



Dec . ber 14, 1937 

Mr. Samuel Y. Silver, Editor, 
The Rebr~w Unton College onthl, 
Cincinnotl, Oh!o. 

My de~r tr. 5tlvera 

Let me thank you tor your kind letter 
ot DeceJ:1ber 12. I refid tt t lth a great de~l or 
pleasure. The et ~r. hlch I sent :},OU ;.r. in re,.Jly 
to your requPst f:,r gre ?tings t :, tJ1e JroC •.fonthly. 
I s11ggest h t you :,rint 1 t. I thin!c that your 
re~dere ;dll be intere ted in it, ?~rhaps more than in 
a hackneyed dit rt~l of mine • 

. 1th 11 good -i;r t~be:?, I ra-:-.._1tn 

Very cordially )oars, 

AHSaBK 



SAMUl:L M . SILVER , EDITOII 

MORTON M . APPLl:■AUM, ■USIIUSS MANAGEII 

'T'he HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 8',,1onthly 

Rabbi Ab~a Hi llel Silver 
E . 105 & Ansel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

CINCINNATI 

Ohio 

December 15, 193? 

'11:ianv.s very much for oermis 3i on to reprint your 

letter. It's just what The Monthly needs . 

Latest developments of the Silver Anniversary Issue: 

1 . Connected with it will be n sunplement in honor 

of the N.F.T . S., whic~ is also celebrating its 25th~ rthda r . 

2. The Issue, with suppleMent, will be peddled 

at Palmer House on the 0ey of the Conventi •)n, Jan . 13. 

From the instde we have learned th&t you are 

the n~,d .. n speaker at the convention . If you would sa.y a word 

about The Monthly, it will be deeuly apnreciated . 

With warmest regards, I am 

Cordially your s, 
< ~ • 
.)~ ~£,,~ 

Sam Silver 



THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE MONTHL y 
SAMUEL M. SIL VER, Editor MORTON M. APPLEBAUM, But. Manager 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Dr. b~a Hillel Silver 
Cleveland 
Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

august 30, 1939 

If you ignore this letter , it will not be the first 
time I have withstood such treatment from you. -gr will I 
be surprised, considering how :nultitudinous are your tasks 
these days. However, I am only a poor editor who has to 
satisfy his constituents who constantly wa..it to know 11 why 
don't you get a 11 article from SILV1H some time?" 

anticipating the rejectio • of one request, I would very 
hu.1nbly like to make three, ho ping that at least one of them 
will be granted: 

0 : ~ reply to Ra~bi Lazaron's blast at Zionism in 
The Christian Century . 

T!iO: A brief explanation for efor:n Je-us, who reud 'he 
::onthly , of the significance of the recent(l)9 Congr(;ss. 

T11 E: copy of your high nolyday sermon that you liked 
best for inclusion in a batch of excerpts in our first is ~ue. 
• e want to know what the leading rabbis of the country told 
their congregations in these parlous times . (This one should 
be easy) . 

• ith profuse apologies for intruding u.t'on you, Vlith 
kindest regards, and best wishes for a .happy 1 ew Year, I 
am 

espectfully yours, 

Sam Silver 
hebrew Union College 

A COMMENTARY TO REFORM JUDAISM 
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