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Ten Volumes-To Appear 1931-32 

CYCLOPEDIA JUDAICA, Inc. 

71 WEST 4 7th STREET 

NEW YORK 

February eighteenth 
1932 

Dear Abba: 

Do me a favor. Go back to a letter 
o mine dated December twenty-eighth, which 
your secretary is robably hiding from you. 
I asked about the articles ABALAFFIA, HEZEKIAL 
DAVID and ANCESTOR yroRSHIP. 

I am eager that you make some disposi­
tion of the matter and let me know because we 
are pushing very hard to get in all the articles 
in "A", contemplating, as we are, to go to ress. 

With cordial greetings, 

Sinc~r y yours, 

a.~ 
aac Landman 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver , 
The Tem le, 
Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
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CYCLOPEDIA JUDAICA, Inc. 
71 WEST 47th STREET 

NEW YORK 

I 
March the seventh 

l.932 
Dear Abba: 

Pushing along with our urgent need to conclude letter 
"A" for the printer so that we can go to press by May 
1st, I find in our correspondence that you have been 
requested to do the articles ANTI-CHRIST; ANTI-MESSIAH; 
P..?;LLON, SOLOMON BEN JACOB; ABALAFFIA, HEZEKIAL DAVID 
and ANCESTOR WORSHIP. Sometime ago I wrote you that if 
you had not begun to do the article ANCESTOR WORSHIP 
and do not desire to do it~ we would take care of it 
through the Department of ~ible. 

Si Cohen has written an ,rticle ANTI-MESSIAH, which I 
am enclosing for your scrutiny, correction, or rewriting 
if you wish. As regards ANTI-CHRIST, we are making this 
distinction: The anti-Messiah is the idea of the 
Messiah's opponent in the final battle, such as Gog and 
Magog, Armillus, and the like. The Anti-~hrist refers 
to the ordinary conception of the opponents of Jesus, 
particularly from the point of view that the Jews are 
the opponents of Christ, e.g., Sabbatai Zevi ~as accused 
by the Christians as being anti-Christ. It is suggested 
also that the following be utilized: Bousset, Der 
Anti-Christ. 

As regards AYLLON, SOLOMON BEN JACOB: It is suggested 
that the following be consulted and cited at the 
conclusion of the article: Jewish Encyclopedia, vol. 2, 
pp. 359-360; Klatzkin, Encyclopedia Judaica, vol. 3, 
pp. 796-99; Graetz index; Margolis-Marx, pp. 272-73. 

I lmow well enough how busy you are. And just because 
you are busy, you will snatch the necessary time to 
give us cooperation now when we need it so much. Do 
let me hear that you propose to a_.P9.uiesce in our re­
quests and that we may have the ~atious manuscripts 
within a very short time. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
c•eveland, Ohio. 

C 



Hubl J;aaao Lud!MII, 
'!'be . Amerloan Be~r•, 
71 Wnl 4 tlh dt., 
lew York, lf. Y. 

'7 dear tandman1-

t am encloal~ her .. 1\h & rnl•ecl 
nr\lole on the Antl '•••lab. I will - • , I oan 
do t the other artlolea which yr,o. h •• ND\ \o 
me. I tenlflca11¥ bae7 and a\ work on .ffl'II 
thi • of r,q own. 

If 7ou are inc to Mild • othe• 
\lol••• I wol1lcl ~ • ••' that you ea\aolllh a 

depart , on " tl im". I uld then adelaka 
to edi, all ,ha ar\1ol•• for Oil in t , , group prOT1de4 
you ould glTe ample,,._. 

1th at • 1 h •• Ir 1 



Rabbl Ieaao Lan,W,W.1111..,, 
The Amel-loan Ileor •• 
- Tork, • Y. 

Marah 28 the 1932 

leaenli~ t l tter which I an, 
7ou noentq contain1Jlg tl1e n..-1 -4 IU"t1cle on tl-
•••lah. ! nmil • • at t : ~ r.•1 '!. dl 1<> ~ artiole 

oa A.n,1c ial 1c : r ~bt; ittd u t · ~t n.rticl• 
la lread,.v 11 t~ . , ,ter on tn• au\J•ot of 

tlohrlet. 

I .th 11 tr., to 
A,llon in .,ho ver-.: . J ,. fut 

ce11er 01· lp. 

S/IB 

~1- . l'r.1 t 1 tt.cle ~ 
• ~ cs well !.II ,ha one n 

ry ince l:, y· a, 
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Dear Abba: 

March twenty-ninth 
1932 

I shall take up your suggestion for a 
Department on Mysticism at the Conference 
which we shall hold next week. You may be 
sure that we shall consider the subject 
mighty carefully. I shall write to you 
then without delay. 

Thanks for the article on ANTI-MESSIAH 
and the speed with which yourreturned it. 

Will you, in the meantime, look into the 
several other matters regarding which I have 
written you lately. Believe me that I do not 
underestimate the amount of work you have to 
do. 

With best wishes and regards, 

Isaac 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

P. s. Be good enough to return the material 
sent to you in connection with Anti-Kessiah 
and Anti-Christ. 



ab 1 tuao LtuldMD, 
71 •• , 7\h t., 
?f .. York, • Y. 

In .etting the ,1olea an Allloa. 
oeetor 

1cie 110V0 1 

:Ye al~ 
f .rtrarcl t 

AHS/D 

. s. 

OJ'8t'"c1 1 •'°• 4o 7 u exp , • to wrl\e 'h• 
or do •l • to rnl .. ar,1ole1 •hich 

n fil"l\\• In the la.\\el' caae ple­
a I holl reviae '11am. 

eG.alor. 
wbiob 7eu .-., •. 

l • •.on. ~1-·e .. lah 
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Dear Abba: 

NEW YORK 

I 
April fourteenth 

1932 

I am enclosing co 
I have just written to Mr . 
your president . 

of a letter 
Eugene E. olf., 

I do wish you would urge our 
Trustees to act favorably on tnis re uest 
at this time. 

With kind regards, 

Si 

Isaac 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver , 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

ours, 



• 

Dear Mr. Wolta 

April fourteenth 
19 32 

I have waited to iDTite The t•ple a1ain to be 
among ~• Patrons of The Standard ~ewieh &loyclopedia 
until•• were actually ready to 10 to preas with the 
tirat 'tOlume. EYentu1Jl7 the ••t muat find ita WA)' into 
your Rel.11ioua Sebool. It 1 edited tor the aTerac• 
p•raon, keepizll 1n mind the adoleacent boy or 11rl who 
wUl raquue the infonaation conUined 1D 1 t. 

Since this is true (and Dr. Silver will bear me 
out), ia 1 t not the wiah of your Board of Tru.•t••• 
and your own peraonal dea1re that The temple be in• 
olwled 1n '11• Boater ot Patrona? .. 

Patron• are requ••ted to pq tor their aubscr1pt1ona 
in advance ot publioat1__on, because the Patrons make 
.po11ible the preparation of the manuacript. !he Patronat 
~tion will be printed on bet\er paper, · the boou will 
be apeo1ally bound, and will atand \he rougher aernce 
of a librar,. • . 

I hope a1ncerel7 that you will pl.aoe this ma\ter 
a1a1n bltore your !ruatee1 and that !he !•pl• will 
enroll itaelt uona \he Patrana. All4, •• lhould appre­
Oiate reoe1Y1n& 7our . oheok ·tor 1100 at your Yer, 
earlleat OODYenianoe. • 

I am oontident that it you conault Dr. SilTer he, 
too, will ur1e . th1a aouon upon your truat•••• 

I 

With appreoiat1on of your cooperation, 

Sincerely youra, 

Iaaac Landmaa 
F41tol' 

llr. •111•• E. Wolt, Pr aidct, 
~• l•ple, • 
lleTelmd, Ohio. • 

• 

I 
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Dear Abba: 

May the eleventh 
1932 

Just to let you know that The 
Temple has subscribed to the Patrons' 
Edition of the Encyclopedia and that we 
have received the check in payment. 

I am most grateful to you for 
your cooperation. 

Isaac Landman 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 



Telephone BRyant 9-7050 

THE STANDARD JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Americana 
MAX J. KOHLER 

Vlct-Prtwk•I, AIMmo• J--"" Htl• 
&c,r«,-al Socfel,,. 

AnRlo•Judalca 
PAUL GOODMAN 

Butorl4• aad atdAor 

Bible 
JULIAN MORGENSTERN 

P,..ndeal, Gtld p~-,. Qf BIIIH au 
&•Ute LoflPO(IU, al Ill• Jl-'1,._ U.• 
fo# Collt(1fl, 

Biosraphy 
GEORGE ALEXANDER KOHUT 

mll04'or', Alltbr, Jffblfoc,NJ)Mr-

Ethica 
LOUIS L MANN 

BobW qf re111pfe 8'11Gt, Cllcogo; Pr<Jle,. 
,a,- Qf Oriental LoJt(1U(JIIU al tllfl U•f• 
o.r-'t11 qf Clltcauo. 

Hi1tory 
SALO BARON 

Pro/UM>r qf Je111bla Hf,to,-,, Ultra'1&N 
a11d It11tu.tww, al O>l11111bta Uttt1•1r,t-
1,; Pro/1ur,r Qf Hlalor11 al Ill• Je1t1u,. 
111,tthdt n/ R,ftc,""9 . 

Jewi1b Literature 
JOSHUA BLOCH 

ClaW ,,J Ila, JeioM~ Dfoflfo11, tile New 
York l'ublto Ub, ·aru. 

Literary Editor 
WALTER HART BLUMENTHAL 

R1111f1l,m Editor (If Ill, U•lver,al Jt,tr11• 
olr,pedio; AS3'>Cfat1 &Illar qf tu "A• 
taerlca• Btb'f'CW", 

Llturav 
SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 

&lbbf u/ Cmlr,reaatiOII Kellillath Aflllt 
ltaartr,, Chtcauo;fonrur!_11, Prtjfe,,r,r n/ 
Ulllf'fll/, Hebrew Uaiotl w,~. 

Modun Problem, 
MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 

PrlaciJ)Ol l.f/ Teaclaflr, I111Utut1 Qf J.,.. 
ult Tlenlo(lical 8tJMl11arw; p,.qr_,., 
Jnnt,. Tknwgical Seaft1orr. 

Phlloaophy 
ISAAC HUSIK 

Prqftuor qf P1'flnlc,pA11 ot l,\t U11lv•r• 
1ft, Ill ht111111lc0Jtto. 

Rabblnlca 
LOUIS FINKELSTEIN 

hetrl4nt, n/ tlu Ral»l11lcal AIHMbl11 
Ill tll, Jttll{al& Tllenloqlcal Snaf11ar.r qf 
AMtrl<-a; .Aa,octote Prnf_eu,>r of Tlat• 
ologf, J-"11 Tlalolo(lfc:Gl 8tMft1art 1~ 

AM#rlca. 

TheolOff 
SAMUEL S. COHON 

Prr,ltunr uf Jnoul& Tlf,alo(lf/ at t,\1 B,­
b,... Utliolt Q>lllc,I. 

Editor•ln•Chlef 
JSAAC LANDMAN 

Edttor <f/ "TIie A111erlca11 Htbrt1t1"; 
f11icndtr l.f/ the Ptl'IIIClfttNI Cu"'•"'""' 
on Better UNdtr1tartdi11(1. 

PUBLISHED BY 

CYCLOPEDIA JUDAICA, Inc. 

71 Wl!ST 47th STREET 

NEW YORK 

I 

Dear Abba: 

Kay twenty-seventh 
1932 

Here is the article ARllILUS which 
falls in your Department. Will you 
be good enough to scrutinize, correct 
and initial it. 

And when may we have the article 
ANTI-CHRIST? ~ 

With kind regards, 

Si~ yours, 

Isaac Lanflman 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 



I • 

Bu-l I- 1,m.,., 
l1andari J•llh bo,clope4la. 
n ton_ H. Y. 

. 
"7 clear labl t mda•t• 

laM l)Ul,1932 

I• noloaing hensllb a u-,lole OD 

•An111u• • ch 1• a rmatoa ot the arttol• whlch 1• .. , -· 

ABi/tl 
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Dear Abba: 

June twenty-fourth 
1932 

I am sorry that again I did not see 
you. I must confess that I missed the notices 
announcing your presence in New York, or I would 
have looked you up. 

Thanks tor the ARIIILUS article, which 
stands up much better than the German. 

I wish you would get at that ANTI-CHRIST 
article before you leave tor your vacation. That 
is the last or the •A•s in your sub-division. 

With kind regards, 

Cor 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

P.S. .And when may we have the article 
DCESTOR WORSHIP? 
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

July the sixth 
1932 

Before leaving for his vacation, 
Rabbi Landman asked me to write you urging 
the return of the articles ANTI-CHRIST and 
ANCESTOR WORSHIP. 

The Rabbi asked me to say, too, 
that the manuscript of Volume I is virtually 
completed and he would deem it a personal 
favor if you would send on the two articles 

without delay. 

With appreciation, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

your , 

~ 
Secretary 



Jul7 121h.19)2 

'-r. LcMla ti lhmMIS, 
Tm 1osn eonar, 
• Tork. • t. 

1 .w ~ r. n1,, •• ._,. 

I tho ht t t you wou.14 • taten11e4 Sa •••lnl the enolo••4 cop1 of the Liberal Jewllb on&hl, 
ot Lond.oA 1r .... lch J-'llt t.1 aD ar\lcl• ~a the .Jffllh World 
c rea .. 

u loaki ove u~ -:V old p pen 
I u • c ro th:, eno o d ic • by llermtm Bena •ill on 
tba Zurich Cont•renoe o: i·1ve 7oa.ra llflO bero tha ~ 1n, 
en,aruac ••dp • aw 4- tor tM "'or d Jowtah Co~••• 
You will f ind tra:: •. l r\ t••n the r~1~1n~tlon• 
o. 19~7 .:uid 19)2. 
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Dear Dr . Si-ver: 

I k row y u wil b .... glad to hear that we are resuming 
work on the encyclopedia . e are ra i aly pushing 
the Iirst volume so that it may be ready : or publica­
tion soon ; and thus we re gatherin pall the mater ial 
un~er the letter "A." 

Our rec or s sho ,, th· t yc.u still have in yl.,ur possession 
the rticle ANTI-CHRI ST. Ye should very much a:pprecia'te 
ycur rr:aking any editorial chanbe 3 you desire on this 
article anu ret rn ing tt to us as ~ro. ptly as ~ossible. 

V ith thanks nd best wishes , 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tem-ole . 
Eucl i d Avenue 
Cleveland., Ohio 

Cordially y._ urs, 
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Dear Dr. SilTers 

S•etia• 910 we wrot• 7011 witll nt•r•no• to t. he ariiol• Alft'I-OHllIST. 

Sino• then• baTe not had the pleaaure or bearing tn■ 1•11• la 
thie i• one or t,be ariiol•• to appear ia th• tir•t. Tolae aad •• are 
aaxioaa to hne all t,be material ready for th• printer u ao•• u 
poaaibl• •• should appreciate 70v droppiq ua a line to let ua tan 
how yeu are,.tting on and, it poaaible, when the anial• will•• 
in ollr band•• 

Do, pleue, aid ue in thi•• We aurel7 want your nu• in Yol11a• 
ou u a oontri~utor. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Sil••r 
The T•Pl• 
Suolicl A••• 
OleYele.nd 9 Obioe 

Cordially your•• 

I 



11r. ,alter Bari £l•11itbal, Lilera17 r.41\e, 
U. St,;.Ddi,r4 Jmah Jaan'.ope41a, 
au ftt\h A ..... 
In Y• t B.t. 

ICr 4ear • JlutQenlhaJ.t 

hl np4' lo ~av klnd la\ler ot 
.Jaae lei, perml\ • lo -, lbat, 1\ Will •t M 
po w1'le for lo \o lie \be artlele OD 
AD\1•Cbr1al. 

Wllh all pod wl ... , I Nnllln 

fe:ey 1luv•~ your,, 



,.ILUS, in later Jewish eschatology or le end, a king who will !rise 

at the end of time against the ... essi and w o will be conquered by im 

only ·ter e had bro 5 t ch distress pon Israel . The irst referen e to 

the term is in the _ar to Isa,Wtl 11. 4, where it is said tna.t the :,.essiah 

ilus here, as \\e 1 s 1 
\\ ,, .& ~ 

will slay Armil s, tne wicked; Ju\ mention of 

Armalgos in '!'argum~ Jerus . to Deut . , 34.31 is probauly a later interpolation. 

_ e Armilus~, 29" dates from the~c- Arabic ueriod. 'l1' _he 3ook of 

Elijah, an apocalypse ,:nose final red.Fction dates rom the eighth century
1 

declares that the .:essiah will come in the reign o tl1e last king of ersia . 

The name of this l ".st king is de ated by the ~abbis . One suggests that 

his name ill be Arrnil s . Saadia (t.92-942)
1 

in his .lli1• ot we- leot VIII , 6 .
1 

spe s of ;; 11.r.,ilus wno is ti; king of C.om It: (Rome\ .'df will arise and 
~ /;,;;I-- ~·Ji~~ ~ ~~ ~-ih ~'t>L. ~ j)~·1, 

defeat the .' essiah en _. .. ·~. :hib is also t,1 opinion o Hai Gaon ( died 1038) 

who states that the 

tLe hosts of Gog. 

ars with Armil~s will prec d~ tne final struggle with 
~ ,?~(/\. i ... 

In the .~idrash VaJosha, Annil ~ J.3 represented as,::Gog1/i 

w2ooeas ... 4e is described as a monstrosity , ald- headed, ith one large and 

one small e' e , deaf in the r· ht ear and 1.aimed in the right arm, but with 

nn abnormally long left arm. A similar description is found in the "Secrets 

of Si1 eon oen Yohai , " the latest redaction of whi h can not antedate the 

first crusade (1096 . Still ot er accounts represent ilus as eing 

engendered from the ble statue of a beautiful girl which is set pin 

.ome . In all these proohecies Ar ail s severely persecutes the Jews and 

slays the Ephraimite .'.essiah, but s ccum·os to the J essinb of the house of 

David. Armilus is freq.iently er=xplo ed s a synonym for ome , the enemy of 

Israel . 

The erivation of the ac1e Armilus is uncertain . It ma be a corr~ption 



f ' ~~ - • ( • . • \,) ) o .uu- 11 an ,;ro- .,.a iny:t , t ··---

0 Q.. , h ~~ ~·tb d~ r . f ZCl , t .. e ~Q.Qa Ci as ·"( or . o l~s , tr. f o er and representative 

e-,·.,.e . 
ersian i:0 6 eu w o wages v:ar ·pon 

o:t· ~ome . ;:,ee also Anti- ~.essiah . 

Lit.: o sset , _. e ti hrist ege d, L ondon , 1896 , pp . 

105- 8, 111 ; Zunz, .,v , p. 282; Ha.'!Jb ger, vol . 2, p . 72 et seq. ::iilver, 

Lessianic ~pe ..ilation in Israel , p. 43- lt and 49. 



ABO ISA IUA!Wf (Iaaac ben Jacob Obad.lah) paeudo- meaalanlc m111tar, leader 

lived 1n Perala during the •to~ period of the~ - bbaald atrucgle for 

d.fnaatlo aupnmao, 1n the adddle ot the eighth centur7. me author1t1•• plaice hill 

a, the cloN ot the anenth centU17. b illiterate and a plain tailor DJ true, he 

waa, neTerthel••• able to pin a large followtn& amcmg ,be J- of Per11a when hi 

announce4 him .. lf u \ba fifth and laat meaMOBIJ' of the uaiah ••nt to clel1wr 

Iara.el from the yoke of the gatllea. Abu Iu.. tim., did not claim to be tu actual 

aaiah, bu.t poaaibJ.¥ the eu1ah bin Joaeph. the fore-runner of the real .-1ah 

ben David. 

1raculou teat•••• reported ot him. & cure4 h1maelf ~ leproa7 over nipll 

and, although unable to read. or write, nnerthel•••• compoM4 boob without the ald 

of arq haazi belng. 

Abu Iaa tel t hla .. lf •vane enough to rebel aplDat the Caliph aunr. Be 1• 

aaid to haw led a farce of 10,000 men. Be waa a.fea\ed and alain ln a battle d Bai 

(poaaibl.7 bape, not tar from Tehenn) in tl» year 755-6 and hi• tollOlrera wen 

acattere4. 

Hl• follower• howner, continual. to bell••• 1n hia meaalanlc mlaaion and 

maintained that hi wu all ve, hlcldan 1n a caw, aoon to reappear to complete \he work 

of redemption. A aect of Iaant••• belleYer1 1n A.bJ, laa an4 pract,lcizlc the rellgi• 

r1tea which he pneor1be4. p•r•l•MCJ. tor a long tt.ma. '?raoea of 1\ belDC tolDUl 1n 

IapahaD and Damaecua u late aa the tntb OGtUl'J'. Aw Iaa ba4 a dlaclple an4 

meeelanic follower 1n YutJchan of Ramadan who llknlN fCNnded a MC\. 

Abu Iaa waa amonc t.be ts.ra, 1zl \be perlod of the Oeonlm to reYolt ap,1na, 

certain Rab inlo doc\li.Ma and praotlua. althngh he waa not hoat.11• to \he Ba'bb1• 

nor a thorwgb going opporum, of 'l'almw11•• The age wu ou of NTOl t apma, 

TahNdlc au.tborit,7 and more or leaa antl-Rabblnlc eect• ••n apringlng up 1n Jflf¢7, 

cu1m1na,1nc 1D tbl great lara1\e mOY enl of the •f.chUI and ninth centurl••• 

.ln Iaa. followiAg Saddwan and Cbriatlan tra4lt.1cm. forlMMSa divorce na m 

caaea ot adult-,. aleo f orl>au meat and wine, probul7 aa uta of moaniJlc tv 



tm deelraatlon ot the !emple. He ordained •nen daily perloda o~ prayer 1na,ea4 

ot three, baaing M••lt on Pa. 119-1641 "Sevan time• a dq do I prai•e Thee.• 

Be did not, bowner, clmlge the order of pr~er. tor doe• be • to have 

deTiated from the calendar of the Rab ia 1n fixing the da.t" of teati'Yala. 

Abu. Iaa entertain 4 a wide tolerance both for Cbrlatlsnlt7 and Isla. 

llrkieani report• of that he "aclmowledgecl the propha~ of Jeaua, the aon 

of , end the prophecy of the aatff of the t'olvmmedana, contendlng that 

eaoh of the•• two we.a eent to hie om people. He ad.~ated tba at~ of the 

Ooepele and the Koran. aa well a.a a kn01rledp ~ their interpretation, and he 

malDtalned that tm .. ohamneclan• and the Chrietlana wen bO th pided in thelr 

ra1,h b7 what the7 po••ue4 Juat aa the J•• nre guided 1n their faith bJ •ha' 

Llt: Graeta. Tol.5.p.173 e\. •eq . . and note 15. Hartav, note to Graets. Heb. trau. 
Tol. 3. PP• 50L-2; Poaanaki, R ... _, Tol.l. pp.209-213: Silver, ·••lanlo 
Speculatlone, PP•~ 



ALRot. DAVI]) (&lao calle4 na>wn bin Solomon lbn Al.ruhl) •aa the moal 

9P"tacular paeudo - eaa1ah ot tbl period of the Cruaadel (11-12 c.) Ba 

• aa amonc the f• mlllta17 meaaianlo ·leaden of J•iah hlator7. He appeaN4 

abou 1147 4urmg the wond Crusade. The d1atwba4 poll\ioal con41tlou •1'1wl 

the Caliphale al tha, time aa •ell u ~ unfoorable poaltlon ot th• J•• of 

Peraia were propltioua tor a eaalanio moTtment. Alro7 1aaued a proc1ama,1on '° 
tbe J•• ot Pent.a, SIIJl'IN)Dlnc them lo rebel acatn•t thllr oba@INan ruler• and 

to Join h1m in the aouqgaa, ot Jenaal1m. Be won a larp follftlng amo11g the 

maa .... though m&IQ'1 eapec1all7 among tbe nalthier claa•• and thOM 1n poaltlona 

of reaponalbllt.t,.. were euapicioua of h1m from the outMt • 

.A. contemporary, :BenJamin ~ ~el.a. t hua ama up ~ro1•• atoryl "He took it into 

hie head to rnolt ap.inat the l:lng ot Penia. and to tbar around him the Jn• 

who 11Ye4 in the mountain• of Cbattan, 1n order to war apJ.nat the Gentile• and to 

capture Jeruaalem. He ehowed miraculoua •~ to the J••• and declared. that Go4 

aent h1m to a.pture J enaalem and to lead th forth fr smo~ the natlou, and 

the people belieffd 1n him and procla.lmed him. the ••1ah. 1 

The flrat move 1n .A.lro1•• csmpalp waa to attempt to capture tba cltaul of ht.a 

natlYe town Amad1a in Iurdeetala. Thi• waa to be the elpal for a pneral upr1•lnc• IA 

thl• be waa thwartecl. Thi Caliph of l3agda4. •bo had been made anre of the ptherlnc 

rebellion ot . the J-. admonlahecl ti. ~llarch to d1aau4e Alro7 from h1• warlllm 

lntentlou and tnrea,ena4 a wholesale a.e,rwn1cm of the J-. The ilarch, a.a 
of the 

well aa the Ga.on of Bagda4 and the lea.dare Bl more faporlal co,w;w,ltl .. of Ruala 

danan.ct Alro_,, aw \brea, of U1?ammanica,1on, to de•l•t from hl• aotlntl•• 

which endanpN4 the 11Tea of all the Jen. declaring tbd tm t1ma of reclanp\loa 

bad not 1•t come and tM 11gna bad not 7et appeare4. 

AlrOJ ignored their denande. Hi• career, howeTer. aoon endN 1n aaaaaalna\loa 

&t the han4a of hi• fatber1nl• who - brlbe4 b7 the pernor ot .lmadla. 

u •~·- cont inue4 to bell••• 1n hl• meMlanlc role eftn atur hl• dea\h. A HCt 

of . Mlahemltee (Alroy•• other name) perelated for a long time among the ,_ of 

Aserba1Jan. 



,, 
BenJamla ffMll UMC1. Alrcq aa the central figure of hi• DOYel, ·Tm on4Nm 

Tale ot Alro71 • wltm.it, hoaner1 adhering atrlo\l.7 to the hiatorlcal tao\a. 

11,.: Oraela, Yol. 3. -. 43-33; Loeb, 1D eJ. vol. 16,p.216, 
Pot1UDalcl, Bab7l1 Gecmtm, B.rlJ.n. 1914, pp. 12,..14, Baicyc. Judaica. vol. 2.pp. 462-464. 
BenJamiA of Tudala. Mauaot. ed. anlc:turl a. . , 19()4. p. 72, •••1an1o Speculatlona 
pp. 7S-S0. 
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ANTI-MESSIAH of the Messiah and th~ der of the 

heathen forc es in th~e against the latter which will take place 

at the end of time. e gure of the Anti-Messiah first appears in 

the Jewish apocalypses1 (aJlfl is probably the result of a combination 

of Persian eschatological ideas and Ezekiel's prophecy of Gog, the 

prince of AMagog who was to attack and be defeated by Israel (Ezek. 
~-lu 

38 and 39). 1n tbes~ 1niting~ th~ tN.ti-K0ssiah is described as a 
-ti., ~ . J n - /tTA,1 ·ftvrt 

powerful tyrant.;rwith the cnara&teristic traits of Antiochus 

Epiphanes, Herod the Great, Caligula or Nero. Sometimes he is des-
lJt/\. ~-~~ 

cribed as a. false preph¢s, who establishe• his power by means of 

deceptive signs and miracles (Ascensio Mosis 8; IV Esdras 13:33 et seq.; 

Sibylline Oracles 3:46-92). In rabbinical sources the Anti-Messiah 

is called Armilus, which may be dfived from Ahriman, the Persian 
./' ~ ~~ '!'-Ji~ ~ &M..~ C, ' q r,,,1.., 

god of evil" or from Romulus, the epres~ntairve of Rome (see Armilus). 

The doctrine of the appearance of an Anti-Kessiah passed ove]:::} 

from Judaism to Christianity, where he was called Antichrist. 

Revelation, which is the Christian reworking of two Jewish apocalypses, 

both the Antichrist and the false prophet are introduced. The features 

of the former are those of a Nero or a Domitian, and the seat of his 

kingdom is to be Rome, thinly disguised under the name of Babylon. 

~n II Thess. 2:1-12, the so-called "little apocalypse," there is an 

obscure reference t o the "man of sin ..•• the son of perdition," who 

must be revealed before the end of day;:;/:;t k said- the:t he will ma!!;e 
/ ✓-"' • 

his seat in Jerusalem and be worshiped th~re-a a godA bu:_t Whethor 

h~ ls a Jewish Messiah or a Roman e-mperor ,isun~- ~l"e~r)- Later Christian '°"' ~ ~o.,,i,,,J W .... _~( ,) ~.--w"'-.~ · .. ') ~ ~flAN'~ t,, l'ft Ml'loll,...,....-

sources often ~den~ify Antichrist with th Jewish Kess~~-
,, ~ tl ~ "1.1.. .. __...... ~ ;;u -, t,iM-t ~ , 4d e ~~-, 

"' t f~ r ~ ~~t'' (~.u,4.). TM--S~ ~ 
\\) ~ ~ /V,T': __...__ ~ ~e-~~ • 
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2. 

first appearance of Antichrist in European literature is in the 

9th cent. German poem Muspilli, in which there is a conflict between 

Elijah and Antichrist. 1fventually Antichrist came to designate a 
j\ 

personification of evil and was used as an opprobrious epithet for 

the head of another denomination or faith. Thus Luther and the 

Hussites called the pope Antichrist, and the Greek Catholic 

Church applied the epithet, in turn, to Mohammed, the Turke, and 

Pope Innocent III. See also Abaddon. 

c J, v,{ l-,/f· qo~- q1Dj 

Lit.: Hastings, ERE, vol. 1, pp. 578-slJJE, vol. 1, pp. 625-27; 

Bousset, The Antichrist Legend; London, 1896; Strack-Billerbeck, vol. 

3, pp. 637-40 J\ S' itN,t.. 7 ~-~ ~ _.,.,.,~,.,.,....- ~ 9-v, ~ I fa ,{, 3, 

I vtiJ 

1 

s.c. 

I 

~ 

i 



c~~ JJ 
l~~.c;k 

~4-- N; .v; a ~~~✓ A-/,w., Z?'-t ~ ~, t 

wvlf c.-..v,. 1..-l. ~ ~ J '11./4.,:7 ~ i~"' ~ 
~I~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 7K' /1'. , tl.,t.t. 
~~ ~ ~ V) ~~ I 



AiTTI-MESSIJR, (.Antichrist), the opponent of the Messiah 

and the royal leader of the heathen forces in the battle against the 

latter which will take place at the end of time. The Anti-Messiah will • 

be overthrown and destroyed by the Messiah ben David. The term •.Anti-
,, 

Meaaiaht is not found in early Jewish sources. It first appear• in the 

N. T. Early Jewish eschatology held the belief that prior to the 

Measianic age a mighty heathen host (Assyria, Babyloni&, Gog-Magog) 

would be overthrown and its leader destroyed. Later ages substituted 

other peoples and the names of later rulers who were hostile to Israel.~ 

.IThe figure of the inti-Messiah first appears in the Jewish apocalypses, 

(J:■e• JI emd 39) u.4 ia ~robebl 1 tba reanJ t of a- cornbiaa,len of P8'?'11An 

eachatological ide11 and E;ek1el '• pPeJaue; of ~g. the Ji:1nce ef 1'86Gfl. 

Ne wao ,o ••,s• WI4 lN; aefeatee oy laid!, where he is described ae a 

powerful tyrant, the persecutor of the faithful,with the characteristic 

traits of Antiocbus Epiphanes, Herod the Great, Caligula or Nero. 

Sometimes he is described aa an arch-deceiver, who establishes his power 

by means of deceptive signs and miracle, (Ascensio Moais 8; IV Esdras 

13:33 et seq.; Sibylline Oracles 3:46-92). In rabbinical sources the 

Anti-Meaaiah is called Armilua, which~ be derived from Ahriman, the 

Persian god of evil, who wagea war against orm"-zd, the god of good, or 

from Ra:nulus, the representative of Rome (aee Armilus). 

'rhe doctrine of the appearance of an Anti-Meaaiah paaaed 

over from Judaism to Christianity, where he was called .Antichrist. J.,,._ 

I John 2. 22
1 

the Ant ichriat i1 &D10ne who deniea that Jesus is the ~hriat. 

11 He is Antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.• (Alao 4.3 and 

II John 7). The false prophet, who deceives the people, and turns them 

away from the true Christ, ia~led an .Antichrist. In Revelation, which 

" 
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AJ-ITI-. ESSIAH, (Antichriat), the opponent of the eaaiah 

and the ro1al leader of t4 o he·1then rorCt!• in the battle againat the 

latter which will take placo nt the end of time. The Anti- .eaalah will 

be overt, own and deatroyed by t l ~ '£aaiah beu :Yid. The te 

•••lab" ls not found in early J ·is sources. It tirat p eare in the 

1 Jewi h eachatology h let tne eliet th.3.t prior to the 

eaalanic age m • ~hty heathen host ( aayrla, Ba.b:,lonia, Gog- Agog) 

would be ove tlu-o ::1 ·1d. i ~s 1 ader destroy d. L ter • aubetitute4 

other peo.:~lau ·~ .... t ... o :1· •,s of l,· tcr '.tlora w o wer h stile to ta-Ml. 

where he is ·escr ed s . o·Mer!':11 tyr~t. the ner.aeci1tor of the 

fait~l. ,i tn t' e c1aracteriutic tr ita o ~ntiochus ~~irh~nea, erod 

the Great, C"l i gul"" or ~:ero. so~·etiwes he is described a . !!.rch-

miracles ( scen.3 ic 10 :' ; IV -.:, w- s 13 :33 ct ::e ; 'ibylline Or&elea 

3:46-')2~. I!! r b i. l •!"a ttou.rces th~ nti- '' .tasi nh is C" ed 1lua. 

which ·1•"' " oc eriv d fro t hr} r:i.nn, the n-er i"" od of vi , . n i,gea 

or :r -r. Po .. t1l • the re,reaentatiTe 

of : or..1e ( ee Art!.ilu.i..) . 

'!!he ~ oc rine () f the a e ':lee or t1- !ees1n.h pa•aed 

I John 2. 22, th~ . tic!rt~t ~~ o~e w10 denies t hat esus 1• the Chriat. 

•He 1° r t ~~,·~r·~.:~ , t t c· ietll t ~ ~ t~ r ~.~ the • " ~ -- . ~ • C J g ,. H- _ , ll. ·' • • 

II John 7). _he false Tl>> ~t, w o deceive• the e pl1t, 

( Al so 4. 3 and 

d t uru t i:l81D 

awn.: . from the rue Cru.~ ist, it» ~".. so called nn ntic rlat. Tn evelation, whicb 



1a the Cbriat inn reworking o! two Je iah apocalypses, bot the Anticbriat 

and the Ialae "rop· e aro i!lt odu.ctJl. ,.,he f' e" tur 01 the for" er are t hoae 

• ot a fer r ~ 

thinly diB Cl 3'.l tlJ O • 

Q O u ,O e, 

2:1- 12, the so-

~ lled "1.1 t tle p•>Ca .. p c ," t· er . • s ·~n ) b (;uro ref r :1 • to t ... o "man of 

aln... tl ' 0 _ .. r itlu • 1.o 

daya: 1e ... ord 1all ·on. ur•1 

. 
applies t·11 to i.. 11 , ~n th 

Chriatian urces o~te 'deitU 

tit o r.eve~ led ef ore t ~ a .. d of 

: t th . i! it of hia mouth, and 

llo ,a t· • , re di ~.1. n. ~ ter 

t.i.cLr i- t il ~r1 th ... J iah .'e~aiah. ID 

the &a!Ge '33 Je ish c:.1rcea s 1lilat • es l<lentif~· h 1 hri.ati.::n i'aaaiah with 

t\rmilua. e ~1rat app a c ot ntichri !-; 1~ ur n .. a:i '!. i r a t.n-e ia 

between lij'"' nn :'L"lt cl, 1st. 

;plo ·o • 0 beli · f in the t chri t aa a 

powertul leaf rt 

of he Cbri i · 

c<XDing was at 

,for 

Plesti c _ust come into~ posaeaaion 

:., .ting of ~hr1at. I .. uch • hia 

But Anti U-ibt IuUSt do ttle it t 1., :1,z·isti 

.... Bwii" tly &ecompliahed. 

in l 1aj.ost1no1 oeca.u.ae 

Christ cA.n -:, pear. "\nd i AnLil, "l.rist 'inda !·re o lJr s iana (juat 

at present when c· ~el· l dell vh re 1, .o on will bet.ere to 

oppoae , or h ho y rightly over ·o • tt 

·eventunlq Anticbriot ~a:. e to dealgnate a peraonlflc t1on 

of evil snd • uaed u an opprobr1 i t et for the head of another 

deno .lD tion or faith. ~ uther and the aite1 cal.led the pope 

An\1chriat, :md the Greek Catholic Church nppl1•4 the epltbe,, 1n tuna, 

to oh •4. the ~ka, and Pope Innocnt III. ~• alao A.ba4don. 

2 
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Lit.: H ti n, .. , vol. 1, p. 578-81: , vol 2,pp o6-910, 

JE, vol. l, pp. 625-27: oueaet, '!'he ntichriat Legend, Lond n, 1896: 

~tra.c - illerbec • ol . 3, p . 637-4'). Si v~r, · ·easl . !lie Snec~l ~ iona in 

Israel, p. 63. 



Am IUJS, 1D later Jew11h e10batology or l gend, a lc1n who will ar1•• at 

th end of time againat the e11iah snd who will be conquered b7 him only 

after he had brought wu.ch d1atreaa upon I1raal. The !ir•t reference to the 

term 11 in the Targwn to Iaa. 11.4, where it 1~ aaid that the eaaiah will 

•111¥ "Armilua, the wicked;" bllt the mention of · 1lua here, a• well a1 of 

Armalgoa in ~e.rgwn Jerua. to l>eut., 34.3, 11 probabl1 a later interpolation. 

The ilua legend date• from tile later Oeon1c-Arab1c period. 

The Book of nlJah. an apocalyp•• who•e fin~ redaction dat•• from tbe 

eighth century, declare• that the r e1aiah will come 1n the reign ot the 1 at 

king o Peraia. 1'he name of this 1 at king ia debated by the bbie. One 

augge1t1 that his name will be rmilus. Saadia (892-942), 1n hi• Emu.not we-Deot 

VIII, 6., apeaka of an Arr 1lue who 1a king o! dom (Rome) who will a.ri•• and 

defeat the e11ia.h ben Joaeph but will in turn be defeated b7 the e11i&h 

ben navid. This ia alao the opinion of i Oaon (died 1038) who 1tate1 that the 

wara with ilua will preo11de the 1nal struggle with th~ uosta of Got. In 

the . idraah V&¥o•ha., ilus is repreaented a• th.! a1.10ceaaor ot Oogs He 11 

deacribed aa a monatro ity, ald.-haaded, 1th ona l -ge and one all eye, deaf 

1n the right ear and UIQ,lo&,Ued 1n the right ai:rzi, bllt 1th an abnormall7 long left 

• A a1mllar de c•1pt1on la found 1 the "~oreta of "lmeon ben Yobai," the 

lateet redaction of wllich can not ntedate tho tlr1t cniaacle (1096). till 

other account• repreaent 1lu aa 'b31ng engendered from the m,~rbla statue of 

a · oeautitul girl which 1 aet up in ~.ome. In &11 the•• prophecie1 A.rmilua 

••~•rel7 peraecutea the Jew• and al~• .the braimite 'eaaiah, bo.t 1ucoumba to 

the •••lah ot the house of David. Armilua 1a frequently emplo7ed u a 

a,noD11D for 01ae, the en~ of Israel. 

• der1Tation of the name Armilua ia uncertain. It mq be 



I 

a corruption of Ahriman (Angro- ain,u), the Persian ••11 deity who agea 

e.r pon Ormascl. the ood aeit7 or of Romulua, the founder and repreaentatiT• 

or Rome. ~• alao Anti-.eaa1ah. 

Lit.: Bouaaet, The .Antichrist egend, London, 1896,pp. 

105-08,1111 Zuns, GV p. 282; Hamburger, vol. 2, p. 72 et aeq. Silver, 

'eaei&nic Specul -tion in Iarael, pp.43-4 and 4. 
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