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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 7 7‘5 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

No. 78

Senate

The Benate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 30, 1942, at 12 o'clock meridian.

House of Representatives

4 N\

The House met at 12 o'clock noon.

Rabbi Israel Goldstein, of the Congre-
gation B'nai Jeshurun, of New York, and
president of the Synagogue Council of
America, offered the following prayer:

Lord, who art our refuge in all genera-
tions and art near to all who call upon
Thee in truth, we pray that the delibera-
tions of the esentatives of the Amer-
lcan people assembled may be
informed with the spirit of wisdom and

. counsel and strength,
knowledge and fear of the Lord. Grant
us understanding great enough to pierce
the confusion which our foes are striving
to bring into our midst by fomenting sus-
piclon and i1l will between group and
group. Grant us strength equal to the
burdens of battle. Grant us faith com-
mensurate with the desperate need for a
better world.

‘We lift our hearts with thanksgiving
that a people of diverse strands, we are
indivisible in the bond of allegiance: that
& people of several creeds, we are of one
faith touching our destiny as sponsor and
guarantor of the concepts of human
freedom.

May Thy protection be wvouchsafed
unto the Chief Executive of our Nation
and unto all who with him are entrusted
with the safeguarding of our rights and
our liberties, our lives, our security, and
our honor, our commonweal of body and
spirit—be their places in the halls of gov-
ernment, on the fields and lanes of battle,
in the farms, factories, and offices, or in
the homes, schools, and churches.

May victory crown our hopes, our la-
bors, and our sacrifices and bring nearer
the day when all men shall dwell in
safetly, everyone under his vine and un-
der his fig tree, with none to make him

e

The Journal of the proceedings of yes-
terday was read and approved.
458500 —29088
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MESSAGE FROM THE BENATE

A message from the Senate, by Mr.
Frazler, its legislative clerk, announced
that the Benate had passed, with an
amendment in which the concurrence of
the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R 68328. An act for the rellef of certain
dishuraing officers of the Army of the United
States and for the settlement of individual

claims approved by the War Department.
LT. COMDR. EDWARD H. O'HARE

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask
unanimous consent to address the House
for 1 minute,

The SPEAEER. Is there objection?

There was no objzction.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr, Bpeaker, be-
cause I had the honor in 1933 to appoint
Edward H. O'Hare, of Bt. Louls, to the
Naval Academy, the President this
morning invited me to be present at the
White House at which time he not only
presented Lieutenant OHare with the
Congressional Medal of Honor but also
promoted him to the rank of leutenant
commander. The President in his cita-
tion praised Lieutenant Commander
O'Hare, America's outstanding naval
ace, for destroying six Japanese planes
which attacked the carrier to which
Lieutenant Commander O'Hare was as-
signed In the Far East.

The Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Enox,
who was also present announced he had
awarded to the city of St. Louls the Navy
E—excellency—because it was the first
city in the Nation to fill its quota in the
Navy relief drive. Bt. Louis is the first
city to be s0 recognized.

Lieutenant Commander O'Hare was
designated by the Secretary of the Navy
to present the Navy E pennant to the
city of Bt. Louis next Saturday. Natu-
rally I was happy and proud, as are the
people of my congressional district and
the city of Bt. Louis,

Just prior to presenting the medal the
President said:

The President of the United States takes
pleasure in presenting the Congressional
Medal of Honor to Lt. Edward H. O'Hare,
United States Navy, for service as set forth
in the following cltation:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepldity
in aerial combat, at grave risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty, as section
leader and pilot of fightilng squadron 8,
when on February 20, 1043, having lost the
assistance of his teammates, he Interposed
his plane between his ship and an advancing
enemy formation of nine attacking twin-
engined heavy bombers. Without heslta-
tion, alone and unaided, he repeatedly at-
tacked this enemy formation at close range
in the face of thelr Intense combined ma-
chine gun and cannon fire, and despite this
concentrated opposition, he, by his gallant
and courngeous acticn, his extremely skillfal
marksmanzh'p, making the most of every
ghot of his limited amount of ammunition,
shot down fve enemy bombers and severely
demaged a sixth before they reached the
bomb-release point.

“As a result of his gallant mction, one of
the most daring, if not the most daring single
action in the history of combat aviation, he
undoubtedly saved his carrier from serious
damage.”

[Here the gavel fell.]
PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE

Mr. OQ'TOOLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that on Thursday,
April 23, after the completion of the reg-
ular legislative business and any other
special orders, I may address the House
for 10 minutes,

The SFEAKER. Isthere objection?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr, Speaker, I ask unan-
fmous consent that on Thursday, follow-
ing the disposition of business on the
Speaker's table and any other special
orders, I may be permitted to address the
House for 20 minutes,

The BPEAKER 1Is there objection?

There was no objection.

W 5. SOVEANNENT FRINTING SFFIEE: b040
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U. S.
OPENING PRAYER
BY
THE CHAPLAIN
Rev. James Shera Montgomery, D. D.
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 23, 1042 J\/

The House met at 12 o'clock noon.

| bloom. We would hear again the volce

The Chaplain, Rev. James Shera | of Moses and feel the warm, brotherly

Montgomery, D. D., offered the following
prayer:

Almighty God, whose goodness faileth
never, we thank Thee that when dangers
and perils, oppress, we are defended by
Thy merciful providence. Dedicating
ourselves to the service of man, keep us

free from guile and immoderation. We |

praise Thee that Thy sway is not over a
broken and bruised humanity, but the
subjects of Thy Kingdom are free and
loving hearts, strong in action and fear-
less in faith.

We would not allow the garden of the
Israel of God to die out of our grateful

memory; her flowers are of perpetual
474484—32470

spirit of Jonathan and David, calling,
pleading for tolerance, and shaming
man's inhumanity toward his brother
man. Our Father of us all, amid the
grim, ghastly cruelties of the dictator
lands let Thy righteous judgment fall
and condemn eternally the wreckers of
the world’s glory, whose dust no epitaph
will flatter and no sacred monument will
call back their deeds of darkness and
death. Do Thou hover above the syna-
gogues of our country as Thy children
breathe again the spirit that once in-
spired old Judea as they view the far-
flung lands of a righteous God. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

W 5. BOVERRMEINT PRIKTING BFFICE 1hiR
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Jewish Victims of Nazi Mass Murders

SPEECH

HON. SAMUEL DICKSTEIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES-—

Thursday, July 23, 1942
The House met at 12 o'clock noon.

daism, has called upon its 1,300 rabbis
and congregations throughout the land
to conduct special services next Thursday
of mourning for the victims of the mass
murders. In many communities Chris-
tians will join In expressions of condem-
nation of the murderers and of sympathy
toward the afflicted.

— Christian statesmen and clergy in
European countries, even in the face of
Nazi eonquerors, have lifted their voices

The Chaplain, Rev. James BShera | Ii condemnation. Even if such outcries

Montgomery, D. D., offered the following
prayer:;

Almighty God, whose goodness faileth
never, we thank Thee that when dangers
and perils, oppress, we are defended by
Thy merciful providence. Dedicating
ourselves to the service of man, keep us
free from guile and iminoderation. We
praise Thee that Thy sway is not over a
broken and bruised humanity, but the
subjects of Thy Kingdom are free and
loving hearts, strong in action and fear-
less ir. faith,

We would not allow the garden of the
Israel of God to die out of our grateful
memory; her flowers are of perpetual
bloom. We would hear again the voice
of Moses and feel the warm, brotherly
spirit of Jonathan and Dawvid, calling,
pleading f{or tolerance, and shaming
man’s inhumanity toward his brother
man. Our Father of us all, amid the
grim, ghastly cruelties of the dictator
lands let Thy righteous judgment fall
and condemn eternally the wreckers of
the world's glory, whose dust no epitaph
will flatter and no sacred monument will
call back their deeds of darkness and
death. Do Thou hover above the syna-
svgues of our couniry as Thy children
breathe again the spirit that once in-
spired old Judea as they view the far-
flung lands of a righteous God. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

——

Monday, July 20, 1942

Mr. DICESTEIN. Mr. Speaker, next
Thursday, July 23, which Is a traditional
day of mourning in the Jewish calendar,
commemorating the ancient destruction
of Jerusalem, synagogues throughout the
land will add the note of contemporary
mourning and indignation over the mass
murders by Nazl executioners of nearly
1,000,000 Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe,

In tragedy-laden Europe the Jewish
tragedy is most horrible beyond compare,
The Jewish people count its “Lidices” in
the hundreds,

The Synagogue Council of America,
which embraces the orthodox, reform,
and conservative wings in American ju-

4T47T02—22481

| cannot availl to stay the executioner's
hand, they have a moral worth as an ex-
pression of human decency, sympathy,
and fellowship. American public opin-
lon apparently has not as yet become
aroused to the same ex.ent.

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE SYNAGOGUE
COUNCIL OF AMEAICA

Since 1933 the world has been living
through a creseendo of violence., The
Jews of Germany were the shock troops
who bore the first impact. Since then,
as country after country has been en-
gulfed by the flood of terror and blood-
ghed, among the most hapless of the vie-
time have been the Jews everywhere.
Their synagogues and institutions of
religion, education, and benevolence have
been desiroyed. They have been sub-
jected to unceasing pogroms, deprived of
the right of earning their livelihood, their
homes and possessions seized, themselves
rounded up into concentration camps,
and under conditions of inconceivable
suffering and cruelty expelled into prison
ghettos where privation, hunger, and
disease have decimated them. The mis-
erable survivors see themselves marked
down for imminent death.

But the ruthless oppressor has become
impatient with even these measures of
inhuman ferocity, and he is determined
to obliterate the very name and memory
of the Jew from the Kurope of the new
order. With unparalleled outrage he
has mown down by the firing squad well
nigh a milllon of defenseless Jewish
children and women as well as men in
the fields of death of what were once
Poland and the free countries of central
and eastern Europe.

The blood of innocent men and women
and children whose only crime was that
they worshipped the God of the Bible
cries aloud from the earth that will not
cover it and will not silence it. This
ery penetrates into the ears and into the
heart of the world that still pays homage
to biblical teachings of religion, and
throughout the United Nations men ask,
“How long, O Lord, how long?"

The Fast of Ab, day of saddest memo-
ries, recalling the blackest chapters in

the long epic of Israel—the destruction
of the Holy City of Jerusalem and its
temple more than 25 centurles ago, their
second destruction and the scattering of
Israel to the four corners of the earth
183, centuries ago, the expulsion and
exile of Jews from Spain exactly 4'%
centuries ago—has summoned the Jew
once more to his synagogues to take up
again the dirges of Jeremiah of old, and
the threnody born of Israel's centuried
suffering.

This year of all years the Fast of Ab
stirs American Israel to the depths. We
mourn with lamentation es of old. We
look out upon the scene of unparalleled
horror in Europe where our own blood-
kin and brothers in spirit live in afflic-
tion and die as martyrs.

In the midst of our mourning, how-
ever, we are sustained by consolation and
hope.

We find comfort in the undefeated
spirit of our brothers and sisters in the
lands of afliction, many of whom are
resisting the tyrant at the risk of their
lives and the lives of their kin. May
they find comfort in the knowledge that
American Israel has not forgoiten them,
sorrows in their sorrow, hopes for their
redemption, and will do whatever may
be humanly possible to ease their bur-
dens.

We find comfort in the record of the
sons and daughters of our people in the
lands of the United Natlons who have
thrown themselves into the struggle for
freedom with unsurpassed valor,

We are heartened by the dignity and
the fortitude of the Jews of Palestine
in the face of the peril which is nigh to
them, and trust that they may be given
necessary means to defend their lives
and their homes, "

We find comfort in the expressions of
sympathy, and understanding which
have come from leaders of other religious
faiths, both here and abroad; and we
lock to our American Government and
to the governments of all the United Na-
tions to take cognizance of the tragic
plight of the Jewish people among the
company of the martyred vietims of the
executioner's hand.

We acknowledge with humble thanks-
glving that our lot as American Israel
has fallen in this blessed land of free-
dom, to which we are pledged with our
hearts, with our souls, with our sub-
stance, and with our lives.

As the fast of Ab is followed by the
Sabbath of comfort, so we pray that this
episode of tragedy may be [ollowed by a
dispensation of comfort for all mankind,
achieved through victory for the cause of




2

freedom and light followed by enduring
peace.

Thus may we rise up from the day of
mourning, strengthened by our pravers.
“Turn us again unto Thee, O Lord, that
wle may return; renew our days as of
u d-l'

RECENT MASS MASSACRES OF JEWS IN NAZI-HELD
EUROFE

8Scores of reports which have been ar-
riving almost daily from reliable eircles

abroad testify to the fact that the Nazis |

have embarked upon a systematic ecam-
peign to exterminate the Jewish masses
in the countries under their conirol.
Eath in the number of civilians exier-
minsated in such a short peried of time
and in the ruthless methods used to ac-
_complish this extermination, the cam-
calgn appears to have no paralle] in
history.

Most alarming of these reports was the
one relzased by the Polish Government-
In-exile but a few weeks ago telling of
the murder in Poland and Lithuania of
more than 700,000 Jews during the past
year, This report was based upon de-
tailed information smuegled out of the
occupied territory by underground chan-
nels and later broadcast by the British
EBroadcasting Co. in all European lan-
guages.

The physical extermination of Jews,
according to this report, was begun last
summer {1 eastern Galicla where Jewish
males between the ages of 14 and 60 were
herded into public squares and ceme-
teries, forced to dig their own graves, and
then machine-gunned or hand-grenaded.
Orphans, poor and infirm Jews from old-
age asylums, the sick in hospltals, women
and children, were among the victims.
In many places, Jews were herded into
trucks and deported to unrevealed desti-
nations or massacred In nearby woods.
At Lwow (Lemberg), 35,000 were slain;
at Stanislawow, 15,000; 5,000 at Tarno-
pol; at Zloczow, 2,000; at Brzezany, anly
1,700 were left alive of 18,000 and thou-
sands of others in Przemysl and Brody
met a similar fate. Mgass massacres clso
tock place in the Slonim district of east-
ern Poland, 9,000 having been extermi-
nated in Slonim proper and 6.000 in Ba-
ranowicze, In Volhynla, the killings, be-
gun in November, continued without let-
up for 3 days and nights, during which
time the number of victims reached the
staggering total of 15000 in the vicinity
of Rovno alone,

Thoutands were also said to have been
killed in a “less painful” fashion—in mo-
bile gas chambers. Lodz, in the annexed
territory, provided 35,000 such victims;
Kolo, Bugaij, and Isbitza, 5.000.

In February, the murder wave reached
central Poland, affecting particularly the
areas of Radom and Lublin. The latter
city saw the number of executed reach
2,006, while 25000 other Jews were
herded into sealed trains and shipped to
an unknown destination. In the War-
saw ghetto, where half a million Jews
stare death in the face dally, the Gestapo
personally supervised a series of raids
during which many Jews were killed and
their bodies left lving in the streets.

In the Wilno district of Lithuania, in
Latvia, and Estonia, the Jewish popula-

474702—22401
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tion faces virtual extinction, as seen from | Jewish cemeteries, defile synagogues, and

these and other reliable reporis. For,
by November, 50,000 of a previous total of
62,000 Jews in Wilno alone were mur-
dered in a systematic campalign.

All of these reports do not take into
aceount the trall of blood and terror left
behind by the Nazi armies in ecoupying
Soviet territories since June 22, 1941,
According to a report by the Anti-Fascist

Jewish Committee in Kuibyshev, over 25,- |
000 Jews in Brest-Litovsk, Pinsk, Wladi- |
mir-Wolynsk, and Vitebsk have already |
siffered execution at the hands of the |

invaders. On October 23, 25000 Jews
in Odessa were herded into military bar-
racks and shot by machine gunners. In
Minsk, Gomel, Berdichev, Zhitomir, Mo-
hilev, all densely Jewish-populated areas,
Jews were evicted from their homes to
make room for German soldiers. MAlolo-
tov, Soviet Commissar of Foreign Af-
fairs, in his offizial note to the govern-
ments of the United Natlons, also re-
ported the execution of 52.000 Jewish
and non-Jewish persons in the key
Ukranian city, Kicv.

Slovakia, Nazi-dominated country in
Central Eurcpe, is apparently destined by
the Nazis to beccme the first European
country cleared completely of Jews, for
Minister of Interior Sano Mach recently
ordered the expulsion of all 90,000 Jews
to Eastern Europe by Szptember 1. By
the end of May the number of deportees
was already reporied to have reached
45,?00, half of the former Jewish popu-
lation.

Those whose lives have been spared by

the Nazis are not more fortunate. They
live under the most horrifving condi-

tions imag:inable. In Poland, the herd-
ing of over one and a half milllon Jews
in more than 11 gheitos has resulted
in typhus and spotted fever epldemics,
widespread starvation, and misery,
is said to have brought about the death
of 165.000 in 1941. Thousands of other
Jews shipped from Bz2ssarabia and Buko-
vina have also died of the same causes
in the Saviet territory occupied near the
Bug River by Rumanian soldiers. Hard-
labor camps are another feature of the
Nazl occupational system. Over 200,000
able-bodied Jews were recently rounded
up for slave labor in Poland following an
order by Hans Frank, head of the Gov-
ernment General.

The facts and figures cited above are
but a small portion of the mass of in-
formation received from abroad relating
to the bestial campaign of annihilation
undertaken by the Nazis against the
Jewish population. This barbarous
treatment of the civilian population s
against all rules of modern warfare and
cannot be justified by any exigencies of
wartime necessities. That all the atroci-
ties taking place are not accidental or
isolated events but part of a system of
exterminating the Jewish population is
evidenced by the fact that the Nazl lead-
ers threaten to continue these brutalities
until no Jews will be left in Europe,

RELIGIOUS FERSECUTION

Even before Hitler came into power a
favorite occupation of his Brown Shirt |

| desecrate Torah scroils.

which |

Afterward, the
burning of Jewish schools and synagogues
became commonplace in Garmany. The
most barbarcus outhbreak was during the
pozrom days in November 1938. The toll
of arson before the war was, in Germany,
239 synagogues; in Austria, 107; in Czech-
oslovakla, 42; and in Danz'g, 3. Alto-
gether, the known total is 435 synagogues,
In the occupation of Poland, hundreds of
synagogues were destroyved., A similar
procedure was followed In every occupled
country, as well as in cvery country which
became vassal to Hitler. Scores of syna-
gogues were burned in Rumania, Yuezo-
slavia, Slovakia, and Lithuania. Fre-

| quently, the Germans transformed syna-

gogues into stables, latrines, or Nazi club-
rooms.

Jewish ritual slaughter is forb'dden in
all Nazi-controlled countries. According
to recent information, almost all places
of worship have been closed in Polish,
Rumanlan, and Slovakian cities, and Jews
are forbidden to hold public prayers.
Except in the ghettos, Jews are compelled

| to work on the Sabbath. Their reiigious

communities have been forced to act as
administrative offices to parform Nagzi
commands.

CONDEMNATIONE OF NAZI PERSECUTION YOICED
BY CHRIETIANS IN EUROPEC

Througheout the entire econtinent of
Eurcpe the sufferings of the Jewish peo-
ple has called forth from many Chris-
tian spokesmen the emphatic condemna-
tion of what the Mazi authorities openly
concede to be a deliberate campalgn to
ex'irpate the Jews.

Leading churchmen, political figures
and statesmen, have expressed their hor-
ror over the bestiality of a policy that
has already been sealed in Poland by the
murders of 700.000 innocent Jews.

As recently as last July 8, over the
British Broadeasting Co.’s network, Eng-
land’s leading Roman Catholic prelate,
His Eminence Cardinal Hinsley, Arch-
bishop of Westminster, appealed to his
fellow Christians to resist the *“black
deeds of shame" which the Nazi are com-
mitting. Basing his protest on authen-
tic documents that “proved beyond ques-
tion the utter bestiality of the German
method in conquered Poland,” the Car-
dinal declared that “innocent blocd eries
out to heaven for vengeance." “Every-
thing religious, be it Jewish, Catholic,
or Orthodox,” he exclaimed, “is the tar-
get of the pagan hatred of the Nazl
agents."

Writing in the Jewish Bulletin of Lon-
don last March, the British prelate in a
statement, subsequently given wide-
spread prominence in Catholic news-
papers in England, asserted that the
cruel treatment of the Jews at any time
and in any land called for the strongest
condemnation.

“Whoever believes in God, our loving
Father," he conlinued, “revolts against
the tyranny of gnvernments which op-
press His children of any race. To the
Christian and Catholic, Jews and Gentiles
are alike sons of the Eternal Father. In

followers was to destroy headstones in | every human heart the decent senti-




ments of justice and equity proclaim that
a Jew is a fellowman and entitled to be
treated as such. All these motives of re-
ligion and natural humanity have been
discarded by the Jew-baiters in past
times and in many lands. But never and
nowhere has the savagery of prejudice
been so fiercely let loose as in Nazi Ger-
many and in the Nazi-dominated coun-
tries during these last yvears of unex-
ampled brutality. The whole world
knows the frantic hatred with which the
Hitler gang has pursued the Jews. As
we hope for good will and fair play for
ourselves, so must we Insist on justice
and compassion for all our fellow men,
“We Catholics with other Christians,”
the cardinal concluded, “have had our
share of parsecution and of calumny; we
are enjoying martyrdom now as we did
centuries ago before this violent age of
systematic lying—and so we can well
understand the Jewish reaction to simi-
lar treatment by whomsoever it is in-
flicted.

When the Polish Government, in exile,
in a German-language broadcast, offici-
ally confirmed the report that 700,000
Jews had been massacred by the Nazis in
Poland since the summer of 1941, a group
of 23 members of the British Parliament,
impressed by what was termed “probably
the greatest mass slaughter in history,”
sitbmitted a resolution to the House of
Commons expressing “indignation and
horror over the German atrocities” and
assuring that “retribution will unfail-
ingly be exacted.”

Following other recent protests by
British statesmen, among them Lord
Laborite peer, and Oliver

Strabolgi,
Locker-Lampson, Conservative Member
of Parliament, the British Minister of
Information, speaking on behall of the
Government, asserted that retribution
would be exacted from the Nazis after the
war for their crimes against civilians in

occupled territories. Throughout the
week heginning July 13, it was an-
nounced, details of the Nazl massacres
would be broadcast over the British air
waves in all languages daily.

At a gathering in London, Dr. Benes,
exiled Czechoslovak President, told his
hearers:

Unless we make clear that aggressive war
will always Involve punishment of the nation
which provoked it and that civilized men
simply will not accept any crude racial
theories or other Nagzl theorles about the
“herrenvolk,” I can see no hope for Eurcpe or
bumanity.

Nazis are continuing to exert pressure
upon the Czech clergy in an attempt to
4747T02—22401
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| alter their pro-Jewish attitude. The
pro-Nazi Prague daily, Cezko Slovo, bit-
terly criticized the church, stating that—

It is serious that the clergy keeps silent on
the Jews,

A Protestant newspaper, denounced
last September by Sano Mach, Slovakian
Minister of the Interior, declared:

What Is belng done to the Jews in Slovakia
is not In accord with the principles of hu-

manity and even less with the principles of
true Christinnity.

The resignation of Bishop Berggrav,
the head of the Lutheran State Church

bishops, has followed the stout opposi-
tion that Norwegian Christians have of-
fered to the Nezls and thelr Quisling
supporters Recently the bishops issued
a pastoral letter denouncing the persecu-
tion of Jews as a crime against the teach-
ings of Christianity.

Throughout Prance there is implacable
opposition on the part of many Protes-
tants and Catholics toward Nazi anti-
Semitism Recent eXpression of this
gentiment was given by the Roman
Catholic archbishop of Toulouse, the
Most Reverend M. G. Saliege, in & letter
to a Toulouse rabbi condemning Marshal
Petain's anti-Semitic laws. The arch-
bishop, recalling the statement by Pope
Pius XI that “we are Semites spiritually,"
is reported to have said that for that
reason Catholics are “deeply affected by
the tragedy which has befallen the peo-
ple of Israel.” In his letter Archbishop
| Saliege asked the Almighty to relieve the
sufferings of the Jewish people. A re-
cent report from the Netherlands an-
nounced that a pastoral letter denounc-
ing the “unmerciful and unjust treat-
ment that is being meted out to the Jews
by those in power in our country” had
been fssued by the Catholic archbishop
and all the bishops of the Netherlands,
Many Dutch Christians have taken many
risks to comfort and to help their Jewish
compatiiots. This is substantiated by a
report which came through Stockholm
recently that Dutch workers have been
slipping into the Jewish ghettos in Am-
sterdam at night in order to protect Jews
from anticipated anti-Jewish attacks.

At a time Nazi anti-Jewish measures
cascaded upon their victims, the Protes-
tant minister of Holland addressed to Dr,
Arthur Sey=s-Inquart, Reich commis-
sioner for the Netherlands, a spirited pro-
test in which it was stated “these meas-
ures violate the spiritual dignity of man-
kind; are contrary to the principle of
| Christian mercy."

of Norwey, and of the other Norwegian |
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When the Mazl radio in Holland at-
tacked the churches for their “protection
of Jews," answer was not long delaved.
It came at a joint meeting in Amsterdam
of two of the largest Dutch protestant
parties, when Dr. Slotemaker de Bruine,
former cabinet minister and leader of
the Christian Historical Society, de-
clared:

Do not expect of us that we shall, for the
sake of natlonal unity, drive cut of pubiic
life that which is most spcred to use. Bpir-
itual freedom I8 In our blood—{reedom of
religlon, edueation, and opinlon.

It was shortly after this that the lead-
ers of the six protestant church groups
in Holland, including several hundred

| elergymen, publicly denounced the anti-

Jewish laws as “contrary to Christian
ideals" and demanded their repeal.

Many Dutch gentiles appear on the
sireets wilh the preseribed Star of David
on their coats and the word “Dutchiman™
written across the emblem in large let-
ters. In the south Limburh district no-
tices “Verboden voor Joden” (forbidden
to Jews) were torn down in several towns.
Elsewhere Duteh Christians continue to
show their feelings by greeting Jews with
obvious ostentation, or by giving up their
seats in trolley cars and buses to standing
Jewish compatriots.

In one recent case the entire Christian
population of the Belgian capital donned
the Star of David and &0 made ridiculous
and ineffective a Nazi decree aimed at
their Jewish fellow-citizens.

From Berne, Switzerland. last Decem-
ber came a repotrt that 300 ministers
of the Protestant Church in Switzer-
land had condemned the deportations
of Jews from Nazi-held territory and
also demanded that the church take
a stand against anti-Semitism. At a
meeting of the Swiss Society for Aid to
the German (Bzkennende) Church in
Switzerland, the assembled clergvmen
attacked the Jewish deportations as “es-
pecially horrible in number and manner,”
and asked for the proclamation of the
following program:

1. The church, to which the gospel has been
entrusted through God's mercy, calls upon
its members to pray for suffering Jewry and
to do evervihing possible to relieve their
sulferings.

2. The church condemns the mockery and
persecution of the Jewish people as o revolt
against the creative will of God.

8, The church feels itself especially bound
together with the {ate of the Jewlsh pecple,
nccording to the New Testament. Anti-Sem-
itlsm s irreconcilable with membership In
the Christlan community.

. Y. SCVEENMLRT FRINTING CFFICE: ¥94}




Frcom Bynagegue Souncll of Amerlce Tc Ye releseed
1181 Broadway, New Yori Clty upon rescelpt
SYNAGUGUE CCOULCIL CF AMEEICA DEALS WITH
FAC3LEM OF '3LACECUTS!' ON SABBATE

Ar excngnge of correancnéence between the Syragague

Ccuncll of Americs snéd the Office of Civilien Defense

¥r, Jemes M, Landis, Director
Cffice of Civilian Dcfense
Washington, D.C,

My dear Mr, Landl

There are communities with large Jewish nonulations where
severasl blackout rehearsals revtrtlj have taken nlace on Fri-
day evenings, Friday evening, as you know, 1s a part of the
Jewish Babbath, In religious Jewish homes 'Sabbath candles
are lighted.

Rabblinical authoritles have advised thelr neople thatin
the event of blackout renecarsals on a Friday evening, Sabbath
cendles should be placed in g rocm where the light would not
be visible from the street, or thet blacizout shades should be
provided.

Qur people have been urged to gzive every cooperation in
order to makXe the blackout rencarsals as successful as possi-
ble. At the same time we resnmectfully sug.est that unless
there are speclal reasons for conducting the trial-blackouts
on Friday evenings, an effort bec made to time them on varying
days of the week,

There are jruueﬁla other phases o is gctivity which
mlght inconvenience the religious sensibilities of other de-
nominations, We are confident that your sffice will endeavor
to show every considerstion to g£ll religicus groupe, consls-
tent, of course, with thé essential requirements Of your offlee.

Slncerely yours,
Dﬁ ISRASL uUTDcT IN, President
OFrICE CF GLVILI N DH_HhSE
Washington, D, C,

Dr. Israel Goldsteln, President
Synagogue Council of America
1181 Broadway

New York City

Deer Dr, Goldsteln:

I have your letter of August 13, relative to thae holding of black-
out rEPEaPSPIE or, as we nrefer t2 ternm tnhem, alr rald tests, on
Friday funing

Your statecment that "Rabbiilcal suthorities heve advised their neo-
ple that in the event of bleckout rzhearsals on a Fridsy evening.
Sabbath candles should be placed in a room where the light would
not be visible from the striet, or that dlackout sanades should be
provided" 6 shows a fine senge of coojreratlon,

Blackout tests gre primarily established by local authorities, after
aue pnermiselon has been recelved from the Army Air Forces.

The problem whlch you present will be given careful conglderation,
and will be brought to the attention of our Regisnal Directors, who
will be better sble tc handle the queestisn witﬂ local authorities
in communitlies affected,

Faithfully yrours,
James M, Lanéls
Director




Mr, James M, Landls, Director
Office of Civilign Defense
We S.'E'_."LE'.__t # 51

My desr Mr, Lancdis:

Thenks for your 1
August 25th in revly to ours 3
We aporeciate your resovonse to
sahibct¢Jn_

Looklng to the fortheoming
Jewish High Holy Days, it would be grestly
epareclicsted 1f every ressorable effort were
made, conelstent with the eesent
civilian Gefense requirsments. to avoid
scheduling air-raid tests on those detes,
particularly on the Day or Atonement,

The dates sre the following:

—celm  TT . L. o Y"
I:-‘ Bl nABOE ar (;*'.'—'- galt ) ——

September 12th, commencing
LLu receding evaning

v suncown, Ortaiocdex
erid Coneervative Jews
aleo sbeerve September 13th.
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)-
Septenber 2lst c;:r9qn;ng
trhe preceding evening ot
sSuUngowrn.,
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Sincerely yours,
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JEWISH LABOR COLMITTEE
175 East Broadway
New York, N. Y.

Ad Glph Held
Chalrman
David Dubinsky
Treasurer
J« Baskin
Secretary
Jacob Pat fugust 17, 1942
Executive Secretary

Dr. Israel Goldstein, President
Synagogue Councll of America
1181 Broadway

New York Clty

Dear Dr. Goldstein:

Ve are glad to convey your Labor Day greetings to the
Jewlsh workers representcd by the Jewish Labor Committee and
to their fellow-workers in the American Labor movement. On
their behalf we wish to express our sincere thanks to the
Synagogue Council of America for its kKind sentiments.

The work of the Jewish Labor Committec is inspired by
the ideals of /merican Democracy, political frecedom, social
equality, and international brotherhood. It is the historiec
mission of the frec labor movement to fight for a few and just
soclal order, and we are therefore happy to take note of the
Synagogue Council's friendly attitude toward organized labor
and its sincere desire to contribute to the cause of social
advancemnent.

At the present time we are all engaged in a 1life and
death struggle against Nazism which destiroys all moral values,
whether based upon religiocus convictions or springing out of
soclal aspirations. Only in a demoeratic country cen we look
forward to the survival of freedom of conscicnce, of which
frecedom of religlous worship is an expression.

On Labor Day we must all rededicate ourselves to the
cause of a better world.
Respectfully yours,

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE

Adolph Held
Chalrman




Synagogue Councll of America
1181 Broadway
New York City

August 26, 1942
To Rabbis and Presidents:

Enclosed please find a number of Synagogue Council items which
we believe will be of Interest to you. We should appreéeciate your
reaction to this material.

An 1tem of special interest at this time is the Labor Day mes-
sage of the Synagogue Council, and the response to it by the Jewish
Labor Committee. It is the first time that there has been such an
exchange of greetings of goodwill between the American Synagogue as
a whole and Jewish Labor. Thls precedent descrves wide recognition
and will, we trust, serve as an initial step in helping to establish
in the public mind an impression which will be helpful both to the
Synagogue and to Labor.

The Rosh Hashanah messages from the Governors and particularly
the one from the Governor of your State will no doubt be of interest
to your people. If you wish to have your Governor's message in full,
it will be sent to you. If your Governor 1s among those who have not
yet responded, we shall be grateful to you if you would endeavor to
receive his response and forward it to us.

May we invite your cooperation in publicizing the Synagogue
Council Rosh Hashanah message, the Governors' Grectings and 'the
Labor Day material through the pulpit, the Congregational bulletin
and the local press. Clippings thereof will be appreciated.

May we submit two other mattors for your consideration.

1. For your confidential informatlion, a number of American Jowish
leaders, Rabbis and laymen, have expresscd concern over reports com-
ing from England, that Anti-Semitism there has rscently taken the
form of charging Jows with 'black market' activities. We know the
technique of Anti-Semites well enough to understand that the miscon-
duct of a few has been blown up out of all proportion. Fortunately
there have been no repercussions of it thus far on the Amcrican scene.
No doubt the High Holy Day sermons this year will strengthen patriot-
lsm welded together in self-discipline and self-sacrifice for the
winning of the war. We trust that your Congrecgation will keop the
the Jewish Welfare Board apprised of the names, records and distine-
tions of its men in the armed forces of the United States.

2. October 2, 1942, wlll mark the 450th anniversary of the discovery
of America. It is a milestone which should not go unnotieced. There
may be community-wide obscrvances of this anniversary in which your
Congregatlion will participate. To the Jewlish community it will
serve as an occasion for dwelling upon the Jowish part, cconomic,
cultural, spiritual and military, in the discovery, building and
defense of America. It 1s an opportunity to teach Congregations,
adults as well as children, important chapters of American Jewish
history.

We are plecasced to announce that the Synagogue Council will
broadcast a Rosh Hashanah progranm over the Red Network of the Nation-
al Broadcasting Company on Thursday evening, September 10th at 11:30
Eastern War Time, in which will be includcd a broadeast from London
by Chief Rabbi Hertz, and a Yom Kippur program over the same network
on Sunday afternoon, September 20th at 4:30. It would be helpful if
you would urge your local station to arrange te join this hook-up, and
do what you can to publicize the broadcasts.

We shall endeavor to continue to serve you. If you can securec a
econtribution from your Congregation for the work of the Synagogue
Council, it would help us to reondcecr additional service for the benefit
of American Judalsm.

Our Rosh Hashanah grectings are extended to you and your communi-
ty.

Cordially yours,
{3..“;. s Sealldl - 9”1“101?-
Benjamin Koenlgsberg
Secretary




August 27, 1942

Mr. Donald M. Nelson
War Production Board
Washington, D.C.

Dear lMr. Nelson:

It is our duty to call your attention to the Jewish High Holy
Days which include the foliowlng dates:

Rosh Hashanah (lew Year)-September 12th (comuencing the preceding

evening at sundown)
Orthodox and Conservative Jews also observe Sept. 13th.

Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)-Septomber 21lst (commencing the
preceding evening at zundown)

Many Jews working in defense industries will be confronted witk
the problem of observing the holiest days of their Faith. Needless
to say, theywould not wish in the slighiest degree to halt our nation's
defense effort, or tc be accorded privileges which would not under
similar circumstances be granted to other rcligious denominations.

It may, however, be possible for some provision to be made whlch
would enable them in condidoration for time off for thelr religious
observances, to make up the lost time, so that their contribution W
the defense effort will in no wise be diminished.

Knowing your decp respcct for religious sensibilities, we ars con-
fident that you will give this matter your most earncst considerstion.

Sincerely yours,
DR. IOEALL GCLDETEIN, Presiden?
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VAR PRODUCTION BOARD
Washington, D. C,
Office of Donald . Nelson, Chairman Septcmber 5, 1942

Dear Dr. Goldstein:

I have your lettor calling my attontion to the Jewish holidays
of Rosh Hashanah, Scptember 12th and 13th, and Yom Kippur, September
2l, and inquiring about arrangements for membors of the Jewish faith
gho aia working in war Industries to obscrve these days with prooder

evotion,

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are days of great religlous sigi-
ficance to members of the Jewish faith, and [ recognize, of course,
that many Jewish workers in our war plants will wish to spend a part
or all of these days away from their jobs. I think it is entiroely
proper that they should do so, and the War Production Boord is not
asking any of them to forego their observance of these rites and cere-
monites. If possible, Jewish workors whose conscience lesds them to
spend these days in religious devotion should seek some method by
which they can later make up the production time lost.

Sincercly yours,
Donald }. Nelson

- Em e e S R ws  Em ks e e mE ee sl e e R AR EE W e e

Iﬂri Donﬂld Iﬂ- IquEan
War Production Board
Washington, D. C.

My dear lir. Nelson:
This 1s to acknowledge your lettor of Scptember Sth.

Vie appreciate deeply your fine understanding statement. It 1is
bound to have a wholesome offect upon the morale of Jewlsh workers
to have this additional evidenco of respect for religious consclence
which 1s a cornerstonc of our blessed democracy.

We trust that your statencent will be brought to the attention of
those who are in charge of war industry plants throughout the country
so that they may know your attitude in casocs wherce Jewish workors
may desire to take the time off for rcliglous observance.

Sinececrely yours,
DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN

Prosident




Synagogue Council of America
1181 Broadway
Now York Clty
Soptonber 8, 1942
Dear Rabbi:

Many inquiries must have come to you from Jews in war industries
in connection with the possibllity of their obscrving the fortheoming
High Holy Days. We are pleased to inform Jou that we have beon in
touch with the War Production Board on this mattcr. The attached
corrcspondence speaks for itsclf. You are at liberty to convoy the
information to whom it may concern, lncluding war industrics which
may be locatad in your city.

You will also be interested in the cnclosed correspondence with
Mr. Landis of the Offico of Civilian Defonse rogarding thoe problem of
alr-raid tests on the Sabhbath.

You may have noticed that the Synagogue Council's Labor Day Mes -
sage and the responsce of the Jewish Labor Comaittoo have received wide
attention in the goncral and Jowish press. May we suggest that you
bring this material to the attontion of your local labor groups, Jow-
ish and Christian.

It has comc to our noticc that in Cincinnati religious lcaders
have organized a "Spiritual Moralc Committoo" representative of all
denoninations, to strengthen the morale of mon cntering military
scrvice. Thelr propram calls for public going-away recoptions for
draftces and for recognition services for the men's parents and to
tholr reletives. If an interdenominational committee is not feasible
in your community, perhaps a committee for your own congregation
can be formed.

Finally, may we urge you again to stress the purchasc of war
bonds on all appropriatec occasions when large Congrogations will be
prosent.

With "1'shanah tovah™ greetings, I =m

Sineeroly yours,

Ty ( .-"{.r"l"“'! / [' "‘!.‘q._-

1IS5RAEL GOLDSTLIN
Presidont

b

il e

P.S. You will rcceoive shortly under soparatc cover matcrial from
the Office of Civilian Defonse which it would be worth while bring-
ing to the attention of your Congregation. It 1a suggcsted that

Jou stlumlete the organization of your Congrogation as a unit for
he purpose of carrying out the program of the Citizens Scrvice
Corps as well as the Citizens Defenseo Corps, in cooperation with the
local Dofense Council.




Synagogue Council of America
1181 Broadway, New York City

September 17, 1942
Dear Rabbi:

Jewish civilian workers attached to Naval stations and shore
establishments in various parts of the country have encountered diffi-
cultics in sucurﬁqg permission from their local authorities for th
observance ol Yom fippur without bhelng subjected to dlsciplinary pen-
alties and blemishes upon thelr reocerda. . When alli other efforts
failed, they and a nwabc¢r of Rabbis in their behalf turnod to us re-
questing our intercession with the FNavy Department in Vashington.

Vie are pleased to report the quﬂcﬂ:sful conclusion of our of-
forts and t- convey to you herewith the following instructions lasued
by Ralph C. Baerd, Assistant Secr u,wr; of the Navy, to those in charge
of naval stations and shore c¢stablishments, and also our responso.
May we bespeak your coopcration in conveying the purport of our re-
sponse to whom it nmay concern.

531c3rn;; ;1urs,

4!" P & frti‘l—-

Dr. GlﬂSuPiﬂ, President
"The department desires that as many employecs of the Jewlsh Faith as
can be spared without interference with proscecution of urgent work be
excused from duty on Day of Atonement, Sunday, 20th S *gtaﬁ ¢r at sun-
down to Monday, hlat uﬁptumbur, at sundown. ]
duty shall make up the time iost 1f peossible in urder that thfPu bc no
loss to productive hours. Abscence shall bs charged to annual leave
if due, otherwise to leave without pay. Religlous tolorance is Ameri-
can doctrine Department expects both employces and nfficials wlill
use utmost cagt discretion, and telerance in carrying out these in-
structions."
« Ralph C. Bard, Assistant Secrcectary of the Navy
Washington, D. C.

"
L
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"Decply appreciate your eminently fair ruling roc Jewish Day of Atone-
ment. It is in best American tradition of respccet for religious con-
scicnce which is onc of the vital freedoms we are fighting to protect.
Should similar situation in futurc oblige Christian worlkcrs bc ahscnt
on Christian Holy Days, their Jewish feilow=-workers as happened in
other government dqurth“ last Christrnas will gladly do all possi-
ble to bear extra burden. We arc appenlinb to Jews covercd by your
ruling for whole-heartcd reciprocal cooperation in spirit of your
statenent."

Rabbi Isracl Goldsteoin, Prcsidont

Synagoguc Council of Anmerica




September 29, 1942

Rabbi Icruel Goldstein, President
Synagogue Council of America
1181 Droadway

New Eﬂrk' N.Y,

My dear Rabbi Goldstein:

You may wish to answer this
letter.

With kindest regards, I remain

Very cordially yours,




Fromt: rederal Council of Churches
297 Fourth Avenue, liew York, ii. Y.

STATZMENT OF AUTI-SEMITISM
(Adopted by the Federal Council of Churches in
Biennial Session December 11, 1942)

The reports which are reaching us concerninz the incredible cruelties
toward the Jevs in Nazi-occupied countries, particularly Poland, stir the Christian
people of aAmerica to the deepest sympathy and indignation., It is impossible to
avoid a conclusion that somethin_ like a policy of deliberate extermination of the

Jews in surope is being carried out. The violence end inhumanity which Nazi

leaders have publicly avowed towerd all Jews are spparently now coming to & climex

in & virtual massacre. Ye are resolved to do our full pert in establishin; con-
ditions in which such treatment of the Jevs shall end.

The feelings of the Jewish community throughout the world have recently
been expressed in a perioa of mourning, fasting and prayer. Ve associate our-
selves with our Jevish fellow-citizens in their hour of tragic sorrow, and unite
our prayers with theirs.

e confess our own ineffectiveness in combatingz the influences vhich
beget Anti-Semitism in our own country, end urze our constituencies to intensify
their efforts in behalf of friendly relations with the Jevs.

Ve urge thet all plans for reconstruction in Zurope shall include

measures desizned to secure full justice for the Jews and a safe and respected

place for them in western civilization. For those vho, after the war, will have
to emigrate from the wer-ridden lands of zZurope, immigration opportunities should
be created in this and other lands.

Yie recommend thet the officers of the Federszl Council transmit this

action to the Jewish leaders in person.
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raphrase a colloquialism, it
be said of organized religion
gencra!f* that its contribution in war-
time is like its contribution in peacetime,
only more so.

0
might

In our democracy, the Church, to
use a generic term for organized re-
ligion, while constitutionally it cannot
have any official relationship with the
State, has in effect profoundly influenced
the course and character of American
life. It has been the foster-mother of
education, having nurtured both ele-
mentary and higher schools of learning.
It has been the natural mother of
philanthrophy, having given birth to Fm-
grams and institutions of social welfare.
It has molded public opinion not only
upon moral issues, but upon political
issues in which moral considerations
were involved. It has given countless
national leaders their moral philosophy
and their spiritual outlook.

In general it may be said that or-
ganized religion is an invaluable force
for generating and maintaining the
civic morale which is essential to the
stability and character of the State.
Law guarantees the minimum. Religion
exhorts the maximum of justice in hu-
man relations. Even within the realm
of law and order, the most effective
guarantee of law and order in a com-
munity is not the fear of the penalty
attaching to violation of laws, but the
sense of ‘moral responsibility prevalent
among its citizens. To induce a sense of
moral responsibility is the business of Re-
ligion. Church and Synagogue, prime
builders of morale, make for a better and
more wholesome state.

3

The peacetime functions of organizcd
religion continue in wartime, only more-
so. War, even in its civilian aspect in-
tensifies, speeds up, and arranges in
Priﬂrities the processes of national life.
I'o the extent that law and order, social
consciousness and civic morale, are in
wartime more necessary than ever for the
effective functioning of the community,
the influence of Religion is correspond-
ingly more necessary.

In this particular war, moreover, Re-
ligion has a special place both ideolog-
ically and practically. To the extent that
this war has an ideological basis, and it
has such a basis to a very large extent,
religious values and the life of religion
are at stake. It is not only that the
Atlantic Charter specifies the freedom of
religious worship as one of the issues
of the war, but that underlying the spirit
of the Atlantic Charter as a whole, is the
Sinai Charter whose preamble is, "I am
the Lord Thy God who brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage.”

There is, of course, in every war an
Emgortant personal service for Churches
and Synagogues to render, They help
the people bear their trials and burdens.
They are the ministers of consolation to
families visited by the inevitable sad news
of kin wounded and dead. They are
the sanctuaries of refuge from the nerve-
tearing turmoil and excitement of a
nation at war, sanctuaries where inner
peace and strength can be replenished.

In modern war, however, this prac-
tical need of Religion becomes immeas-
urably heightened. In modern total war,

(Reprinted from the Symagogue Center, June 1942)




civilian life often becomes a battlefront
as much as military life, witness the
battle-scarred cities of England. The
developments of this war in particular
have demonstrated that the morale of
a people is as important as its arma-
ments. Religion, which nourishes ideal-
ism, induces the people to make sacri-
fices for the ideal and strengthens re-
sistance against the enemy's attack, thus
holds a place of priority in the life of
a nation at war. From every patriotic
consideration this is a time to keep the
institutions of Religion strong and vital.

Religion's contribution to the nation
at war has been discussed in general
terms without reference to the Syna-
gogue specifically, but to the Synagogue
as the Jewish phase of organized re-
ligion in general. One might properly
point out that the Synmagogue is some-
thing more than the Jewish counterpart
of the Christian Church, that historically
it is much more than a departmental-
ized function, but rather the complete
repository of Jewish values and the
sanctified arena of Jewish life. One
might point out that the very term 'Re-
ligion" in the Jewish context connotes
not a segment of a total sphere of life
but a comprehensive model of living.

Such points, while valid in them-
selves, should not divert attention from
the main consideration, namely, that the
Synagogue is expected to do for the
American Jew during this wartime pe-
riod at least as much as the Christian
Church is expected to do for the Ameri-
can Christian, in the wartime intensifi-
cation of normal peacetime functions
and in the fulfillment of the special
responsibilities which this war in particu-
lar imposes. It is at least as much,
seeing that the Jew has more at stake in
this war than any other people, and that
while among some Christian denomina-
tions there is still found a measure of
"Hamletic” indecision on the moral eval-
uation of this war, to the Jew this is a

“milhemeth mitzvah,” an imperative ob-
ligation to fight Amalek.

What kind of wartime program beck-
ons to the Synagogue?

1. The need for Jewish chaplains is
urgent. Scores of Rabbis are called for
to minister to the religious needs of the
Jewish boys in the fighting forces. Many
of the Rabbis are making great per-
sonal sacrifices in entering the service
of the nation. For the Synagogue it is
an extraordinary opportunity to bring
its message and influence into the lives
of hundreds of thousands of Jewish
men under circumstances in which they
are receptive, nay eager. For the Ameri-
can nation, it is a major contribution that
the Synagogue makes to the morale of
its defenders.

2, Congregations throughout the coun-
try, with their manifold organization
units, offer the government an excellent
medium for conveying its various ap-

Is requesting voluntary responses, such
]a)smdefsgse b-nr%d purchases, ﬁd civilian
defense programs.

3. Because this war is a global war
and it is apparent that no nation alone
can either win the war or win the
peace, a special opportunity is afforded
the Synagogue, through pulpit and class-
room, to broaden the outlook and the
sympathies of the Congregations, culti-
vating a traditional Jewish characteristic
of international-mindedness.

There is a larger community of which
this war has made us conscious, the
community of the United Nations. The
campaigns for British War Relief, China
War Relief and Russian War Relief,
present the Synagogue with an oppor-
tunity to broaden the Congregation’s
emotional and intellectual horizon and
educate it to think in terms of a world
community.

4. Because war challenges considera-
tion of the pattern of the post-war
world, the Synagogue pulpit has an es-
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ially favorable opportunity to en-
ighten the Congregation upon the Jew-
ish concepts of intranational and inter-
national justice, brotherhood and peace.
These concepts of the Jewish Prophetic
tradition which ordinarily have been re-
spected as utopian and messianic appear
now in the light of current events, as
priorities of realistic statesmanship in
the envisagement of tomorrow,

5. It is also an opportunity to edu-
cate the public mind to recognize that
just as in the Jewish Prophetic envisage-
ment of a good world, the rehabilita-
tion of Israel was posited as an in-
tegral part of the world's rehabilitation,
so in our day the blueprints for to-
morrow must provide for the rehabili-
tation of the Jewish egeop!e. It is be-
ginning to be discerned that the Jewish
problem is not only a factor in national
and international equilibrium, but that
the kind of justice which is meted out
to the Jew is a touchstone of the genu-
ineness of justice in its international
complexion.

This theme will have to be brought
into the councils where peace aims and
the pattern of the reconstructed world
are being deliberated. Serious discussions
are being conducted by Christian re-
ligious bodies in their recognized fed-
eral associations. The voice of the Syna-
gogue, through its federal counterpart,
the Synagogue Council of America, will
have to register in the formulation of
religious public opinion in America
touching the post-war world.

6. Because war intensifies patriotic na-
tional consciousness, the religious school
and the pulpit have an especially favor-
able opportunity to make the Jewish
adult as well as the child, conscious of
the Jewish part in the making of
America, economically, militarily, cul-
turally, and spiritually. It is a noble,
stirring story, too little known. This is

the time to popularize it among young
and old.

7. Because war knits a closer sense
of local community fellowship, Syna-
gogue auxiliaries, the Sisterhood, Men's
Club, and young peoples’ groups, have
an especially favorable opportunity to
he‘l:la make the energies of every man
and woman count in the building of a
better community. Necdless to say,
American Synagogues will be found
eager to make every possible Frm-isi-::m for
the comfort and recreation of men in the
fighting forces, both by their contribu-
tions to the United Service Organizations
and their own hospitality to men in the
fighting forces. Beyond this dramatic and
therefore appealing form of service, how-
ever, are the routine, day by day social,
civic, phil;lnthrutpic needs which must be
taken care of, if the community is to re-
tain its strength and power. These will be
in danger of neglect, as the more imme-
diate and more dramatic appeals press
forward. The Synagogue has the responsi-
bility of keeping people mindful of all the
needs, routine as well as special. War-
time offers the opportunity to educate
the public mind on what factors go
to make and keep a community strong.

8. There is one other opportunity
which confronts and challenges the Syna-
gogue in wartime, the oft-invoked and
little practised slogan of Jewish unity.
War is of necessity a unifier in the life
of the American ple. Will it also
prove to be a unifier in the life of Ameri-
can Jewry? Alas, the evidence so far does
not indicate that the war crisis has brought
the main segments of American Jewry
closer together than they have been be-
fore. Perhaps it is because the American
war is still young and its compulsions
have not yet registered in the mind and
soul of our people.

Let it be said, however, for the Ameri-
can Synagogue, that already prior to the
war the religious groups within the Syna-




gogue have demonstrated a greater dispo-
sition to unity than has been apparent
among the lay groups. The Synagogue
Council of America is the symbol of that
disposition. Weak, frail vessel though it
be, it yet does contain the Orthodox, Con-
servative and Reform elements, lay and
Rabbinical, and does occasionally speak
in their name touching their joint inter-
ests, which means, touching Judaism as
a whole. It is the more noteworthy be-
cause religious differences are usually con-
sidered as being the most irreconcilable
differences and because there is quite a
history of controversialism in the Ameri-
can Synagogue. Even if it be only as a
symbol, the Synagogue Council of Ameri-
ca is a unique phenomenon. In no other
country where there are such large, well-
organized differentiated groupings, is
there an overall Synagogue organization
within which the leaders of the several
groups take counsel together , and oc-
casionally declare common objectives.
This symbol can and should be endowed
with strength. As we strengthen it, it will
strengthen us.

The war period should consolidate and
increase the existing unity with the Ameri-
can Synagogue and make it a potent in-
strument, so that the Synagogue can, in
turn, serve the nation the better.

In the trying period which lies ahead,
American Jews individually and Ameri-
can Israel as part of the general American
community, will need all the spiritual re-
sources which the Synagogue can make
available. In order, however, to fulfill
their maximum capacity to serve, Syna-
gogues must have the financial support
and the active affiliation of the preponder-
ant number of American Jews. It remains
to be seen whether Synagogue affiliation
and support may not become one of the
first war casualties. Will membership dues
and other forms of Synagogue support
withstand the increasingly burdensome
government tax program? It remains to

be seen whether new members will flock
to the Synagogue under the stress of war
when more than ever Religion is a vital
need in the life of the individual, the
community and the state. Will American
Jewry take cognizance of the fact that
every Synagogue is a spiritual fortress?

Too many Jews in our generation have
given the Synagogue “the absent treat-
ment.” Against those who have been im-
partially indifferent to all community en-
terprises, the “know-nothings and the do-
nothings” in Jewish life, a broader con-
demnation is called for, than the province
of this charge permits. It is to those Jews
who have given a good account of them-
selves in other phases of communal life
but who have eschewed the Synagogue,
that this criticism and appeal are address-
ed. They should come back to the “alma
mater,” the Synagogue from which every
noble Jewish activity has stemmed.

Perhaps it is something more than an
argument "Pm domo” to assert that the
Synagogue is not getting “a square deal”
at the hands of large and influential sec-
tions of American Jewry.

That many areas of Jewish activity
which had been mothered by the Syna-
gogue should have grown away from it,
is not to be wondered at. The develop-
ment of independent status by Fed-
erations of Jewish Philanthrophies, Jew-
ish Welfare Funds, ]ewisE cultural
movements, Zionist organizations, fra-
ternal bodies, and Jewish "defense
organizations’’, was necessitated by the
rapid growth of these needs and by
the general tendency toward specializa-
tion. But the Synagogue could and should
have remained the fountainhead, recog-
nized, respected, espoused and supported
as such by the specialists, except for the
small fringe of anti-religionists who on
principle would have nothing to do with
organized religion. And the Synagogue,
through its spokesmen and representa-
tives, should have been a:cmrdccr a place




and a voice in the conduct of Jewish af-
fairs in the community on the theory that
nothing Jewish is alien to its scope.

In actual practice, however, the special-
ists, in all too many instances have either
ignored the Synagogue or disdained it,
except when they needed its help to soli-
cit funds. If a rabbi has been summoned
to leadership in one or another of the so
called secular organizations, it has been
usually not because he was a Rabbi but
in spite of it.

To what extent are the heads and the
executives of the great network of Ameri-
can Jewish organizations, local as well as
national, affiliated with the Synagogue,
helping to strengthen it in their com-
munities, urging that its voice be heard
in their councils?

The question may be left open. Surely
there is enough reason to raise a reason-
able doubt as to whether too much of
the leadership of American Jewish life,
locally as well as nationally, has not been
entrusted into the hands of men who
"have forgotten the rock out of which
they have been hewn.” There is reason
to challenge the credentials of Jewish
leaders whose attitude toward Judaism
is indifferent and whose attitude toward
the Synagogue is aloof. On the other
hand, it should be said that the Syna-
gogue, on its side, must be free of blame,
that it must be so alive to the needs of
the time, so democratic in its constituency,
so accessible financially, and so inclusive
in its platform that men can find within
its walls the stimulation for a full Jewish
life, a fountainhead for the main stream
of Jewish living, a tree of life for those
who would cling to it.

It is indeed a strange anomaly that
when confronted with the challenge to
define the term Jew, some of the Syna-
gogue-abstainers violently insist that the
term is a religious designation. Why don’t
they, even i? only by nominal affiliation

with a Synagogue, demonstrate that the
term Jew is a religious commitment?
Where are their religious credentials? Is
it possible that they are living on "un-
earned capital?”

There are many who do not find it
possible to subscribe to pigeonhole defi-
nitions. Who, however, will gainsay that
whatever else the Jew may be, his primary
distinction is his religion, his original con-
cepts of "Kedoshim tih'yoo”, "Kiddush
Ha-Shem"”, "Kadshenoo b'mitzvoscho”,
and the "Kingdom of God on earth?"
Who can gainsay that Zionism would
mean more to the Jew and would be
better understood by the Christian, if
infused with the spirit of the Synagogue,
that fraternalism, culture, philanthropy,
would mean more to the Jew and be bet-
ter understood by the Christian, if in-
fused with the spirit of the Synagogue,
nay, that the Jew altogether would mean
more to himself and would be better un-
derstood by the Christian, if infused with
the spirit of the Synagogue?

Let us beware against the temptation
to sublimate the solid necessity of self-
criticism, however, unpleasant, into a va-
poring wrath against unmannerly, self
anointed critics,

If we must be engaged in fighting anti-
Semitism, let us fight it with the best
weapon we have, namely, loyalty to the
religious heritage of the Jew, with its
ethical code and its cautions against fall-
ing prey to the abominations of our
neighbors at their worst, as we are
warned in our Scripture, "Ye shalt not
be contaminated by the things by which
the peoples have been polluted whom I
have driven forth before you.”

Let the American Christian who is in
largest part, Church-minded, know that
the er is in largest part, Synagogue-
minded.

Most of all, of course, we need the Syn-




agogue not so much for any ulterior mo-
tives but "lishmah”, for its own inherent
value in making Jewish life worth living,
yet the other considerations provide an
inescapable urgency.

The primacy of the Synagogue must
become reestablished in American Jewish
life to a point where a Jew cannot be
considered as being “in good standing” if

he is not affiliated with a Congregation.
Religion has been the first and still is the
best credential of our people.

In short, American Jewry needs the
Synagogue for its inherent spiritual en-
richment, for its good'name, and not least,
for the power it can derive from the Syna-
gogue to make its best contribution to our
nation at war.

+




UMMARY OF PROPOSALS
3y Group of Representetives of Jewish Religious Orzanizations
. Ry Constituting the Synsgogue Council of America
rade to the Leadership of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
Jahuary 6, 1943 at Federal Council Offices

Jews are not the only victims of the Nezi blight. The Jewish people feels
the tragedy of all the other victimized peoples of Europe. If comparisons in suffer-
ing may be drawn, it is, however, fair to say thet no people has suffered as much as
the Jewish people. Hitler has already destroyed 40% of the Jews under his domain,
and has marked the remainder for extermination.

One must distinguish between the long range program and the immediate
program of alleviation. Concerning the long range program involving the position
of Jews in postwar Europe, immigretion opportunities in various lands, and the
special dispensetion with regard to Pelestine, there should be a full conference
between these two groups at some other time in the near future.

At the present moment it is the immediate objectives which should receive
our consideration.

Immediate help can be extended in three possible directions: 1. Food
for Jews in Poland.

The instence of Greece offers an anslogy. Food is being brought into
Greece under an arrengement supervised by the Internationel Red Cross which sees to
it that the food reaches the starving Greeks and is not confiscated by the Germans.
Censdian grein is shipned to Greece in Swedish bottoms. Jews in Poland at present
receive a fraction of the meager food rations which are avesilable to the general
population. Hunier deaths are common. It is a problem in which the cooperetion of
our State Depsrtnent #nd the Internetional Red Cross are indispensable. Once their
cooperation is secured the cooperation of the Joint Distribution Committee &nd other
Jewish bodies would no doubt be forthcoming. In all probsbility the relief would
2¢ administered on a non-secterian basis,

The Federel Council of Churches can use its moral influence toward this
end, with the State Department and the International Red Cross. 2. Evacustion of
children and possibly adults from Nazi lands.

Zven the bare possibility that Germany itself may be persuaded to release
numbers of Jewish children ought to be explored. Toward that end the intercession
of neutral countries and of the International Red Cross might be of some avail. It
is not unlikely that requests to Germany from Sweden, Turkey, Svitzerland, Spain
and Portugal, may not go altogether unheeded.

The likelihood of the evacuation of children and possibly adults is greater
in the case of such countries as Rumania, Hungary and Bulgaria which still have a
fragment of self-government. There is a resson to believe that such possibilities
in these countries exist. There are elso at present in France, thousands of
children who just before the German occupation were about to receive immigration
opportunities to Ceneda and the United States. In order that these possibilities
may be realized, it is necessary that neutral countries such as those above mentioned
be willing to do two things:

a) offer temporary refuge to the evacuees.

b) fecilitate the transit of those who have visas for permanent destina-
tions. There are at present 8500 certificates for children and seversl thousand for
adults to go to Palestine, as well as thousands of certificates for children to come
to the United States,

The Federal Council of Churches can use its moral influence with some of
these neutrel countries, especielly those where the Protestant Faith is predominant.
Likewise the _ood office of the Internetional Red Cross need to be enlisted.

3. Permenent settlement opportunities for refugees end evacueces.

a) United States ) England, being the closest to the continents of
) Zurope, would be the most accessible at the present
b) Canada ) time. Wevertheless, Canasde and the United States
) should make the offer of asylum in larger measure

c) England ) than heretofore.

The Federsl Council of Churches cen use its moral influence first, with
our own government, and secondly with Canada, and with England, where its contacts

are excellent, especially with the clergy.
c) Palestine.

Palestine is a chapter in itself because of the special part it has played
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as chief refugee and home for the refugees since 1933. DBecause of the character

of the Jewish community in Palestine and because of the nature of its agricultural
cooperatives making possible the absorption of large numbers without straining the
soclal economy, Palestine presents the most hopeful opportunities for the permanent
settlement of refugees and evacuees, both children and adults. Hadassah, which in
its Youth Aliyah program, has developed an ocutetandingly effective administration
of this problem, the United Palestine Appeal, and to an extent, the Joint Distribu~
tion Committee, are cooperating now and would be ready to cooperate in larger
measure, in dealing with increased possibilities,

Two difficulties, however, need to be overcome. First, is the unreadiness
of neutral countries to facilitate transit. For example, Turkey permits transit
for only fifty children at one time. Second, is the unreadiness of England, the
Mandatory over Palestine, to sanction the immigration of large numbers of children
and adults, - witness the tragedies of the S. S. Patria and the S. S. Struma, Even
under the restrictive White Paper policy, larger Jewish immigration into Palestine
can be allowed, provided the numbers are chargeable against the total for which
the White Paper provides. Economically the immigrants would be very useful for
the United Nations war effort in Palestine today, where there is a shortage of
manpower in agriculture and industry.

The Federal Council of Churches can use its moral influence toward this
end, both with the United States Government which is becoming increasingly interested
in the Near Zast, and with British circles.

4. Efforts to Curb Nazi Program of Extermination of Jews,

In the belief that no effort should be spared, however remote its change
of success may be, to curb the Nazi program of extermination, it is suggested that
the announced policy of the United Nations to hold the guilty to account, be im-
plemented without delay by the appointment of a Commission of Ingquiry. It is
suggested that such a commission invite the cooperation of a Jewish Advisory Body.

Toward this end the Federal Council of Churches can help by sending a
delegation of its representatives to the State Department and if possible to the
President. Such a delegation would convey the solicitude of Protestant America
for the plizht of the Jewish people, and would at the same time propose any of the
above mentioned suggestions which it might deem appropriate.

Similarly the Federal Council might seek a conference with Ambassador
Winant who is here now, in order to convey the above, to him and through him, to
the United Hations whose seat is in London,

©. Consultation with Herbert Lehman to urge that his orgamization de
whatever may be possible, in connection with any of the above proposals, which may
fall within the scope of his organization.

6. Educating Protestant public opinion to an appreciation of the Jewish
tragedy and of eavailable measures of alleviation.

The facts themselves are not as widely known as they should be; and even
where the reports have been read they are not accepted as reliable, being regarded
by many as "atrocity stories." Therefore the recent memorandum submitted to the
President by the leading American Jewish organizations and having the authentica~
tipn of the State Department, needs to be brought to the attention of the Protestant
clergy and congregations throughout the land. This the Federal Council of Churches
can do, accompanying the statement of the facts with a statement of its resolutions
adopted in Cleveland amplified by a summary of its program in implementation of
those resolutions.

A special Sunday set aside in Protestant Churches for the discussion of
this theme, and special prayers on that occasion, would enlighten the Protestant
constituency on the facts of the tragedy as well as on possible means of alleviat-
ing it, would secure the attention of the local press, and would indicate to
government circles that there is a substantial public opinion backing such steps
as it might contemplate taking toward the aslleviation of the problem.




SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
COMMITTEE FOR EMERGENCY INTERCESSION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
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A RABBINICAL COHNVOCATION OF PRAYER AND MOURINING ON EEHALF OF
THE VICTILS OF RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN EUROPE
CONDUCTED BY THE NEW YORK BO.ARD OF JEYISH MINISTERS,
in compliance with the Proclamation of the
Synagogue Council of /merica

Time - Monday, May 24th, at 10:30

Place - Congrezation Shearith =i
Israel, 99 Central Park
West, New York City

PROGRAM

Tiku Shofar (chant) Israel Goldfard
Followed by sounding of Shofar
Invocation - David De Sola Pool

Address - Joseph He Lookstei
Responsive Reading - Je Xe Tohen
Unison Reading Elias Solomon

Psalm 20
Address Israel Goldstein

Shomar Yisroel (chant) Joseph Gerstein

Responsive Reading Joseph Sarachek
Address Stephen S, Wise

Unison Reading Louis I. Newman
Psalm 23

El Molay Rachamin David De Sola Pool
(chant)

Kaddish Bernard Dranchman

Benediction Max Ralisin

NOTE:

"Siman Avelus" buttons prepared by the Synagogue
Counecil will be distributed-. They may be obtained in
quantity from the office of the Ccmmittee for Imergency
Intercession, 607 West 1ol Street, New York (price 5¢)




May 13, 1943

Rabbl Ahron Opher, Secretury
Comnittee for Emergency Intercession
Synagogue Council of America

607 West 16lst St.

Now Iﬂ"k' N.X.

My dear Ranbi Ophers

Thank you for your kind letter of May 7.
Because of my absence from the city, and many other
duties, I have delayed sending the manuseript of
the address which I had broadcust on May 7. I am
enclosing a copy of the adireas herewith.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,
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R B WHITE MEWCOME CARLTON
FRESIDENT
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER,THE TEMPLE=
'EAST 105 ST AND ANSEL RD=

URGE YOU AS SIGNER OF JOINT STATEMENT TO TELEGRAPH
YOUR SENATOR POINTING OUT THAT CONNALLY RESOLUTION
NOW BEFORE THE SENATE AVOID PROVISIONS DIRECTED [N

POINTS 2 AND 5 OF THE CATHOLIC JEWISH AND PROTESTANT

DECLARATION ON WORLD PEACE, NAMELY INTERNAT I ONAL

GUARANTEE RIGHTS ALL RACES AND CREEDS,
INTERNATIONAL LAW,

OBL |GATIONS,

ESTABL I SHMENT
GUARANTEE FULFILLMENT INTERNATIONAL
INSURE COLLECTIVE SECURITY BY LIMITING AND
PERMANENT CONTROL OF ARMAMENTS, COMPULSORY ARBITRATION OF
CONTROVERSIES WITH USE OF ADEQUATE SANCTIONS,
WE CONSIDER THE MINI#I

UM

WHICH

ESSENTIALS FOR ENDURING PEACE.

IT IS VITAL THAT YOUR SENATORS VOT

E FOR EVERY AMENDMENT
THAT STRENGTHS

AND CLARIFIES THESE POINTS. THE TIME
1S SHORT, IF WE WANT JUST PEACE,
DR ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN
SYNAGOGUGE COUNCIL

WE MUST ACT NOW=

OF AMERICA,

THE COMPANT WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS EERVICE
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LABOR DAY LIESSAGE OF TIE SYIIAGOGUE COUNCIL OF ANMERICA

The approach of Labor Day will again focus public attentlon upon
Labort!s contribution to the weal of our society as well as upon 1its
rights and responsibilities in a just social order. This year parti-
cularly, when our nation is engaged in a crucial struggle for its
life and its way of life, recognition of the place and value of Ameri-
can worlkers in the defense of our lives and our liberties will be
especially lkeen.

Like the Protestant Church and the Catholic Church, the Synagogue
counts large numbers of workers in 1lts ranks.

The Synagogue Council of America, which represents organized
Judaism in America and embraces naticnal organizations of Rabbis and
Congregations, Orthodox, Ccnservatlve and Reform, takes this occasion
to address a Labor Day messaze to the Jewish Labor Conmittee which
represents organized Jewish Labor in America, and through it, to the
larger circles of American Labor.

Rabbinical organizations in America, in common with Protestant
and Catholic bodies, have on nunerous occasions declared views on the
rights of labor which have reflected a social consclousness rooted in
Biblical tradition and American democratic idcalism.

"A moral order in industry must achleve the betterment of socie-
ty as a whole above all else'"..."The wealth of the world should be
used socially. Nor has any ladividnal the right to own without soclal
responsibility what all have created and what all must use".."The
same rights of organization which rest with employers rest also with
those whom they employ".."Only a cooperative economy which has for its
objective the enrichment of all rather than profit for a few,-only
such ag economy can be moral, can elevate man, and can function success-
fully. '

These are characteristic expressions culled from a considerable
record dealing with general principles and specific applications which
represent not merely the views of individual Kabbis but the delibera-
ted resolutions of large representative Habbinlcal bodies in Amerlca,
in convention assemovled. In many instances these views have antici-
pated by decades the progressive laws and policies which have come to
be established and integrated in the American way of life.

The Synagogue Counecil takes note of Labor Day thls year as a
milestone of progress in the development of industrial democracy as
part of the American pattern which rejescts the dictatorship of any
class.

The Nazi-Fascist threat of world domination which menaces the
rights of labor as well as the rights of religlious worship according
to the dictates of conscience, is our common peril. The concentration
camp and the firing squad have martyred countless champions of the
frec spirit of man. To de all that is humanly posasible to remove that
menace, is our common challenge.

The Synagogue Council would have Labor Day this year serve as an
occasion for the American people in all walks of life to dedicate the
work of hand and brain, and the resources of talent, energy and sub-
stance to America's part in the war belng waged to the end that civil-
ization's progress shall not be destroyed.

The Synagogue Council would have Labor Day invoke the forward
vision of American leadershlp and statesmenship looking to a new
world to be achieved througn the victory of the United Nations, in
which men shall enjoy the fruit of their labor in peacse, in human
dignity and in freedom.

The Synagogue Council e¢alls upon 1ts Rabbis and Congregations
throughout the land to dwell upon the theme of Labor Day in their
prayers and in thelr sermons.

RABDBI ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN
President




ROSH HASHANAH (JEWIER NEW YZAR] IHERBALCE FROM SURAZOGUE AQUEKITL OF
TR L
Fivs ol b
(Representing 1300 Orthodox, Conegsrvative and Reform Habbls and
Congregations)

The advent of Rosh Hashena:, the Jewlsgh New Year, bids the
Jew turn to reflection and analysis touching himself and the world in
which he 1lives. The sound of the Shofar (ram's horn) calls him Godward,
Repentance, Prayer, and Righteousness, 1s the threefold theme of thls
season of High Holy Days,

Baslc to the progress of clvilization is consclence, In the
light of consclence we examine ocurselves and the world, The dignity of
man, the sanctity of human 1life, honor, truth and Justice, have been
violated by the powerful hosts of godlessness in our time, Yet we have
all sinned in some measure, Our generation has vermitted the forces of
evll to become exalted, Now at last, tnese destructive forces are beling
successfully challenged,

Rosh Hashanah calls for Penltence, The calamity of war 1s not
an accldental evil, but is an evidence and consequence of human fallure
to live up to the law of God, The present hour calls for humility and
repentance, for an earnest lnquiry lnto the evils that have generated
this war,

Rosh Hashanah exhorts to Prayer, Faced with the most powerful
hosts of evil which have ever menaced religlon and civilization, we need
the strength which comes from earnest prayer. Let our prayers be not
only for the safety and well-being of ourselves gnd of our country, but
for humanity's salvation,

Rosh Hashanah calls for Rlghtecusness, Personal righteousness,
national righteousness, snd international righteousness, is the way of
1ife 1n which salvation lles, Any state which denies to human beings .
the right to 1life, lliberty and the pursuit of happiness, violates the
Law of God, "Swords can be beaten into ploughshares" only "when every
man shall sit under his vine gnd fig tree and none shall make him afraid",
The safeguarding of the common interests of humanity are the foremost
charge upon the international order. May our great Democracy, the
United States of America, prove equal to the responsibilities of world-
wide magnitude which devolve upon it, both in the winning of the war and
in the bullding of the peace to follow,

In the Rosh Hashanan mood the Jew envisages his own present
affliction in the light of the world's tragedy, and links his hope for
Lls own future with the hope for mankind's future,

ey the New Year bring us closer to the inevitable victory of
freecom's cause, closer to lastling peacec and closer to the reallzation

38 Cod's Kingdom on earth,
Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Presldent
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FROM SYNAGOGUE CCUNCIL OF AMIRICA 1182 Dreadway, New York City

Thirty Five Governors f£end Rosh Hashenah Greetings
Through the Synagozue Ccuncil of psmerica

The governors of Arkarsas, Arizona, California, Colorado, Con-
necticut, Florida, Georgia, Tdaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebrask:
Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon,
Pennsylvanla, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, and
Washington have addressed Rosh Hashanan greetings to the Jewish citizens
of their States respectively and to the Jews of the United Btates,
according to an announcement by Dr, Israel Goldstein, President of the

Synagogue Council of America,

It is the first time that the Chlef Executives of the States,
as a group, have conveyed such grcetings on the occasion of the Jewish
religious New Year through the Synagogue Council, which represents the
organlzed Jewish religious grcups in America, embracing more than 1300
Orthodox, Reform and Conservative Rabbis and Congregations,

The following are characteristic excerpts from the Governors!

Homer M, Adkins - Arkansas
"I thoroughly agree with those who contend that in these trying days for
humanity, when the United Watlona are on the defensive to safeguard human
rigats, 1t 1s lncumbent upon all of us, regardless of race or craed, to
stand together in our comion defense and I want your pecplz to know that
they have my good will and the good will of every true Amcrican,"

Sidney P, Osborn - Arizona
"I sincerely trust that the New Year will be the beginning of a time of
the settlement of world strife, thut peace te restored to all mankind
through the euccess of the allies who today wage war that all men may
enjoy the liberties guaranteed under the constitution of our nation,"

Culbert L. Olsnn =~ California
"I join you in hoping and praying that the New Year will bring peace, a
peace based on tolerance and universal brotherhood, "

Ralph L, Carr - Colorado
"The lessons of tolerance and true brotherhood which are being taught
by the aggressive activitiee of the enemies of humankind should bring
the Jewlish people and all others into a closer relationship of under-
standing and cooperation,'

Robert A, Hurley -~ Connecticut
"On this holy season you will gather in your temples and addrese your
prayers to the Unlversal Father to thank Him for His mercy and ask His
blegsing on your labor, You will mourn at this time for your brethren
in many lands whose persecutions have been without parallel in the tragle
history of the Jewish people and you will, I know, pray not only for
victory and peace, but for the dawn of a day of hunman drosaerhood, Yet
thle solemn hour should not be without 1ts moment of ‘feep grasituls thatt
great good has come cut of great sorrow, The sufierings your bretiiren
have endured has stirred the -onsclence of mankand and has helped to
mold men of decency and good will of every race and clime into a mighty
sword of Juetlce, We of every faiih and cliwme are today united as never
before defending the sacred rights of man. Thua may we stend and grow,
linkeé 1in ccnmon ourpose, firm and resclved to create a world where, in
the immortal words of a propnet of old, whose teachings Jew and Chris-
tian allke share, "Rach may live under his own vine and fig gree and
none shall be afraid."
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Spessard L,. Hollaad - PFlorida
"As our Jewlsh neizhbors and friends approacn arother Now Year it as
appropriate that gli of ns re-dedicate ocureelves to the erent rrirainies
which have welded us iato c¢n2 people in a United Naticn Tie clasn cof
another frultful year in a lorg procession since the anclernt uriglins of

Jewleh culture commands tne admiration of the civilized world ¥

Eugene Talmage - Georgila
"My very beet wishes to the Jewlsh people for their happiness and pros-
perity during the coming year I Join them in the hope that the New
Year will find our country at peacc.®

Chase A. Clark -  Ideho
"As a state, Idaho enloyed on: of your wecple as its Governor -- the
late and revered Mosces AleXander, and we rzrewber him with pride az our
wartime sovernor of Worid Wur 1, May the dawn of your New Year bring
hope to your people in oppressed countries,?

Dwight H, Green - I1linnis
"It is my earnest hope that the Jews of ecvery land may ultimately share
fully in the freedom, justice and tolerance Tor which America has always
stood ‘and for which she now has drawn her suord,"

Henry F. Schricker - Indlana
"The fight that began against minority pecplcs has finally proved to be
the vanguard of a world-wide struggle aguinct humanlity., The bloody rec-
ords of recent history now snow the perneirators in thelr true light -~
shameless, Godlese and ruthless, ©Soun the line of thelr attack will
find 1ts end, and the vengeance of the Creator will be visited upon
thege hate-bearing transgressors, Liberty-loving people of all denomin-
ations, determined in a common purpose, will in time destroy the subver-
sive forces that have been for so long gnawing at the vitals of a free
and peaceful people, To the children of Isracl, I em indeed happy to
extend my officlal and personal greetings on this New Year, NMay the
happier days to come reveal the truth in the proplhecies of the anclent
Jewleh sages, and may thelr blessed predlc tlone, forged out of centur-
les of cumulative sufferings and privations, be the comfort and solace
to endangered and trampled men everywhere,'

George A, Wilson - Iowa
"Greetings from the people of the first free State of the American union,
with soll dedlcated from the first to human freedom, and a citizenship
whose loyalty to free instlitutlions lisas never wavered, The great and
common peril has strengthened the bonds of unity throughout the world
and fortified the will of gll peaceful pecple to defend ell the culture
that has stemmed from your 5,703 years of walking in the ways of right-
eousness, More power to the Synagogue Councll, to the affiliated bodles,
and to all who 1ln every land and under whatever banner, strlke at pagan
barbarism and resist the lust for domination, Falth, and team-work will
win for liberty and independence,"

Sumner Sewall -~ Mailne
"Now we are meeting the challerge to liberty not as Jew or Gentile, as
races or creeds, but as men and women united in a world-wide crusade in
which the brotherhood of free men is not merely talked about but 1is te-
being lived day after day by the peoples of the United Natlione as they
struggle and secrifice slde by slde, We should all work together in
bullding the world of tomorrow; a world of increased opportunity for all
men, a world of peace 1ln which friends shall say to frlends many, many
times, 'Happy New Year',"

Herbert R, O'Conor - Maryland
"Now, as never in America's history, must there be evidenced a spirit
of true cooperaticn on the part of every person and every group of our
people, The forces arrayed against us are so powerful and so ruthless
that anything less than complete unity in every phase of the war effort
might well prove diecastrous, For the people of Maryland I bespeak the
fullest appreciation of the tribulations that have been suffered by Jew-
lsh people throughout the conquered countries of Europe, For the sake
of our own millions, and to bring to an end this perlod of trial and
sprirow through which these oppressed minorities have been passing, I
voice the hope of all Marylanders that, by united patriotic actlon on
all howe fronts to back up our gallant forces on the battle llnes, we
may triug to an end the reign of the misguided militarists who have
gconres i Europe, and re-establish upon the earth the principles of free-
dom ard toleration which have been the archstones of American liberty
and progress,”
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Leverett Baltonstall -~ Massachusetts
"On this holiday of anh Hcehunn; we cannot forget the ideal for which

our forefathers have slruggled an d made gacrifices, even of thei: L-Uw?ﬁ
No! We cannot forgs:t that 1éz24l Af we ars trily A“e“*ca Ior teday our
present generaticn are giviag thk2ir lives for ths same eausa, Luanuragy

shall live 80 long =g we believe ir the dl:*',y and divinity of every
man and so long ac we labor, in free and epontansous cooperation to
make 1ts blessings evallable to all,®

Murray D, Van Wagoner -~ Michigan

"The people of Michipan regaréless “of race or creed are united with you
in the belief that 4.l men are and should be free and equal hefore God,
They are prnclaimlng thei> ballef Dy thelr inspiriug work in our great
war induetrles, by tTheir elvllian sacrifices, and Lhirough their sconeg in
uniform, We extond a warm naidelesp to the loyal americens in the ranks
of Jewry who are united with us in work aré preyer znd confidence that
human fr:ﬁﬁom and dignity wlll triumph over the elavemastiers of Europe
and Asia,

Harold E, Stassen - Minnesnta
"I am sure that milliocas of your fellow Amevicsns, who are not of the
Jewish falth, will Jeoln wita yoo silentiy in the vrayera of your hely
season, invoking Go3 to bring an ond 10 ull Syranny and oppression and
to hasten the day when lustice anf neace shall prevall, Tt is my fer-
vent hope that the llew Zear wiil brine To toe p“D“lh off Icracl surcease
from its trials andi *ribuiaticns, and that all o7 us will be blesaed
with courage and car”*unhﬂﬂ 1o mest the chaliengling needs of our tlimes
and to labor with other f'ree men and women everywhere for the establish-—
ment of a better world,®

Forrest C, Ponnell - Missouri
"The long history of persecution which your people have endured and the
noble patlence and perseverance with which they have met misfortune
through the centuri.eeg entitle them to the admiration and affzctionate
regarﬁ of the worla, I hcge the coming year will not only bring cheer
and sncouragemert to all who may read these 1lines bubl will result in
notable advance toward preservation and guaranty of human rights through:
out the nations,"

Sam C, Ford -~ Montana

"From the foundatlons of thls Fepublle the Jews have played an important
part in the bullding of the country, and it has always meant much to
have their good willl and patrictic ccoperaticn when the welfare of the
Nation wae involvod., ILvery true American harbors the hope “hat in time’
the cruelties that have been vislted upon them in ofher lande may cease,
and that the unity which has characterized their participation in the
American way of 1life may be a guide to countries tbat now oppress them,"

ight Griswold - Nebraska
"This is certainly a tire when all Americans must be united and this
involves a unlon of splrit as well as our materlal resources, If we
sacriflice sufficlently now, we will avoid many other sacrifices which
might be forced upon us by a vietorious enemy,"

E.P, Carville - Nevada
"In Nevada we have many outstanding Jewlsh citizens and most of them are
my good personal friends, I believe that at this time as never before
a spirit of unity shculd exist in our country and we can only hope that
in time 1t will permeate through the entire world,"

Charles Edlson - New Jersey

"The true significane of this day should afford not only the members of
your falth, but all of us, an opportunity to fully appreclate the sign-
ificenze of the contribution of Judaism to all the people of the world,
Present day events furrish a tanglble example of the willlingness and
the determination of the Jewlsh people to make the supreme sacrlllice,
1T nezessary, in order that thelr way of life may be preserved from the
forces of tyranny and oppression, May the light of your falth continue
to shine through the ages,"

John E, Miles - New Mexico
"In these crucial times there 1s more sadness than happiness among the
Jewlish peocples of the world, but we shall look forward hopefully to an-
other year bringing beivter tidings not only for the Jewish people but
for al:. necples of the world, The celebration of the New Year 1is an
apprup=ilate ceceaclon to re#pledga our efforts, our time and our money
to ths rurtherance of the fight for freedom and the hastening of that
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day when the four freedoms as outlined by our great President will be
restored to the conquered people of the ecartn,"

Herbert H, Lenman - liew York
"Since this Holy Day was last celsbrated our nountry has been nlunged
into the second world war, a war for the survival of ecivilization, Ve
all see plainly now that the fces of relipgion aure the fces ol femnncracy.
America, dedicated to Ged and freedom can make no peace with rulers who
deny physical and spiritual liberty to their own sthjecte pnd tc the
freedom loving countries of the world. Wec realize tart the cause of the
enslaved and martyred peoples throughout the world, among whom are to
be numbered milllons of Jews, 1s in sober truth our cwn cause, Nazism
and all its evils and thelr brutal forces must be utterly destrovad,
Freedom, justice and securlty must once more be restored to the world,
We must glve ourselves to sacrificlal concecration with all our deter-
mination and enthuslasm to the war effort, so that we may have foriitude
and power for our task, We must turn to the ineplretion of religicus
falth w}th 1ts message of truth and Jjustice and i1ts vision of a brighter
future,

Wwohn Moses - North Dakota
"Our America is the dream, the hope and the prayer of the world, May
her perpetuatlion and her future welfare be uppermost in the hopes, the
ambitlons and the prayers of each one as the New Year 1s ushered in,%

John W, Bricker - Ohlo
"Unlted as we are to win the war, I am certain that with victory we will
have a peace that will eliminate intolerance and persecution asd will
permit people of all religions and all creeds to live in harmony,"

Charles A, Sprague - Oregon
"The whole world 1is indebted to the ancient Hebrews for thelr legacy of
a purified religlon and to modern Jews for their alert soclal consclence,
Victims in some lands of cruelty and violence and in others of prejudice
and dlscriminatlion, Jews naturally wonder what the future holds for
them,: While I know that utter despair has at times driven Jews to self-
destruction the great majority are sustained by the same hope which has
supported them ln past centuries of trilal, Now the security of minor-
ltles 1s recognized as a prime oblective of the foes of the axlis powers,
Though we gird the sword to put down the aggressor our final relliance
must be on the spread of moral enlightenment, This is a task resting
on leaders of all races, creeds and nations and 18 indispensable to
avert soclal chaos,"

Arthur H, James - Pennsylvania
"On the occasion of the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah 5703, I am happy
as Chlef Executive of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to take this
means of again extending greetings of the season to the Jewlsh cltlzens,

Relliglous liberty and freedom of worshi e W b
the %eystune State, and they “11;.EHE£:EQE%Enuglt%yge Eg?ﬂa keystone of

J, Howard McGrath - Rhode Island
"On the threshold of a New Year millions of your co-religlonlsts the
world over look to America for reassurance and reaffirmation of binding
promises and generous hopes born of a common liberty and a unity of
destiny, True to our inheritance of opportunity which is dedicated to
all races and all creeds, stronger because of the challenges that have
been made against our way of life, we shall move steadfastly whatever
the sacriflice, firm in the belief that lasting victory must rest upon
profession of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man,"

R,M, Jefferies - South Carolina
"With every call that I have made for patriotic self-sacrificing service
the Jewish people of this State have cooperated 100 percent, They be-
lieve in their country and they want to protect their freedom, I hope
that before the date of another New Year for the Jewlsh people this
dreadful war may have been concluded by a complete victory for the Dem-
ocracles, and in the peace that follows I know that the Jewish people
will co?tinue to render unlimited patriotic service to thelr State and
Nation,

Harlan J, Bushfleld =~ South Dakota
"May unity prevail in all creeds throughout this nation, so that the
great peril which has been thrust upon us and the entire world will soon
be over and peace can agaln be restored,
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Prentice Cooper - Tennessee
"It 1s with pleasure that I send greetings and best wilshes to the Jewish
people of the United States upon the occasion of the Jewish New Year "
Arthur B, Langlie - Washington
"The humanltarian work which has been carrlied on tc maintain the life
and hope of large sections of the Jewsih veople in many other parts of
the world who were the flrst victims of the Axis essault upon freedom
will be our continulng concern, Whatever our so.cal or racial origin,
our rellglous bellefs, all of us in these Unlted States today are united

to flpht for that freedom which guarantees us 11fe, liberty and the pur-
suilt of happiness,'

In his response to the Governors' Rosh Hashanah greetings,
Dr, Israel Goldstel n, President of the Synégcguu vounell, said: |

"We accept your expression of goodwill and friendship with
more than formal acknowledgment, Your utterance is expressive of the
splritual bond which unites Christian and Jew in the American fellow-
ship as fellow=bullders and fellow-defenders of our democracy, pledged
with our lives to safeguard it from all harm, As the sons and daugh-
ters of American Israel go to thelr Synagogues on Rosh Hashanah to

utter thelr prayers and their hopes for the new year in their religious

calendar, they will rededlicate themselves to the principles and pur-

|
poses whlch underlie both our American and our Jewish heritage






