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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 30, 1942, at 12 o'clock meridian. 

House of Representatives 
/ ~ 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
Rabbi Israel Goldstein, of the Congre­

gation B'nai Jeshurun, of New York, and 
president of the Synagogue Council of 
America, offered the following prayer: 

Lord, who art our refuge in all genera­
tions and art near to all who call upon 
Thee in truth, we pray that the delibera­
tions of the Rel)l"esentatives of the Amer­
ican people here assembled may be 
informed with the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, counsel and strength, 
knowledge and fear of the Lord. Grant 
us understanding great enough to pierce 
the confusion which our foes are striving 
to bring into.our midst by fomenting sus­
picion and 111 will between group and 
group. Grant us strength equal to the 
burdens of battle. Grant us faith com­
mensurate with the desperate need for a 
better world. • 

We lift our hearts with thanksgiving 
that a people of diverse strands, we are 
indiVilible in the bond of allegiance; that 
a people of several creeds, we are of one 
faith touching our destiny as sponsor and 
auarantor of the concepts of human 
freedom. 

May Thy protection be vouchsafed 
unto the Chief Executive of our Nation 
and unto all who with him are entrusted 
with the safeguarding of our rights and 
our liberties, our lives, our security, and 
our honor, our commonweal of body and 
spirit-be their places in the halls of gov­
ernment, on the fields and lanes of battle, 
in the farms, factories, and offices, or in 
the homes, schools, and churches. 

May victory crown our hopes, our la­
bors, and our sacriftces and bring nearer 
the day when all men shall dwell in 
safety, everyone under his vine and un­
der his fig tree, with none to make him 
afraid. Amen. 

~ 
TIIB JOURNAL 

The Journal of the proceedinls of yes­
terday was read and approved. 

tllllOI .... 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 1942 
MESSAGE 1'1ROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. 
Frazier, its legislative clerk, announced 
that the Senate had passed, with an 
amendment in which the concurrence of 
the House is requested, a b111 of the 
House of the following title: 

H. R. 6328. An act tor the relief of certain 
dlaburalng omcere of the Anny ut tile un1tea 
States and for the settlement of indiv~dual 
claims approved by the War Department. 

LT. COMDR. EDWARD H. O'HARE 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the House 
for 1 minute. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
There was no obj2ction. 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Speaker, be­

cause I had the honor in 1933 to appoint 
Edward H. O'Hare, of St. Louis, to the 
Naval Academy, the President this 
morning invited me to be present at the 
White House at wh!ch time he not only 
presented Lieutenant O'Hare with the 
Congressional Medal of Honor but also 
promoted him to the rank of lieutenant 
commander. The President in his cita­
tion praised Lieutenant Commander 
O'Hare, Amerira's outstanding naval 
ace, for destroyfng six Japanese p!a:ies 
which attacked the carrier to which 
Lieutenant Commander O'Hare was as­
signed in the Far East. 

The Secretary of the NavY, Mr. Knox, 
who was also present announced he had 
awarded to the city of St. Louts the Navy 
E-excellency-because it was the first 
city in the Nation to fill its quota in the 
Navy relief drive. St. Louis is the first 
city to be so recogniY.ed. 

Lieutenant Commander O'Hare was 
designated by the secretary of the Navy 
to present the NavY E pennant to the 
city of St. Louis next Saturday. Natu­
rally I waa happy and proud, as are the 
people of my congressional district and 
the cit, of st. Loma. 

Just prior to presenting the medal tba 
President said: 

The President of the United Statea taus 
pleasure in presenting the COngreaaional 
Medal ct Honor to Lt. Edward B. o ·Hate, 
United States Navy, tor service aa aet forth 
in the following citation: 

"For conspicuo\18 gallantry and lntrepidltJ 
1n aerial combat. at grave rlak of hla llf• 
above and beyond the call of duty, u eectlon 
leader and pllot of tl.ghtlng aquadron a, 
when on February 20, 1942, having loet the 
assistance of hla teammates, he lnterpoeecl 
his plane between hla ship and an adnnclng 
enemy formation of nine attackin1 twin• 
engin£d heavy bombera. Without hesita­
tion, alone and unaided, he repeatedly at­
tacked this enemy formation at cloae ranp 
1n the face of their Intense combined ma­
chine gun and cannon flre, and deaplte th1a 
concentrated opposition, he, by hla gallant 
and courageous actlcn, his extremely akwtul 
marksmansh'p, making the moat Of every 
shot of his llmited amount of ammunition, 
shot down flve enemy bombers and severely 
damaged a sixth before they reached the 
bomb-release point. 

"As a result of his gallant action, one of 
the most daring, 1f not the most daring alngle 
action in the hlatory of combat aviation, be 
undoubtedly saved h1a carrier from 181'1oua 
damage." 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
PERMISSION TO ADDRBSS TRB BOtnm 

Mr. OTOOLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that on Thursday, 
April 23, after the completion of the res­
ular legislative business and any other 
special orders. I may address the Bouse 
for 10 minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there obJectton? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan­

imous consent that on Thursday, follow­
ing the disposition of business on the 
Speaker's table and any other apecl&l 
orders, I may be permitted to addreu the 
House for 20 minutes. 

The SPEAKER Is there obJectlODt 
There was no obJectlon. 

•• I. IIYlll■HT HIITl■I .,,._, INI 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U. _S. 
OPENING PRAYER 

BY 

THE CHAPLAIN 

Rev. James Shera Montgomery, D. D. 
IN THE HOUSE OF RMPRESENTATIVES 

1'hur:sday, July 23, 191,2 / 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
The Chaplain, Rev. James Shera 

Montgomery, D. D., offered the following 
prayer: 

Almighty GOd, whose goodness faileth 
never, we thank Thee that when dangers 
and perils, oppress, we are defended by 
Thy merciful providence. Dedicating 
ourselves to the service of man, keep us 
free from guile and immoderation. We 
praise Thee that Thy sway is not over a 
broken and bruised humanity, but the 
subjects of Thy Kingdom are free and 
loving hearts, strong in action and fear­
less in faith. 

We would not allow the garden of the 
Israel . of God to die out of our grateful 
memory; her flowers are of perpetual 
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bloom. We would hear again the voice 
of Moses and feel the warm, brotherly 
spirit of Jonathan and David, calling, 
pleading for tolerance, and shaming 
man's inhumanity toward his brother 
man. Our Father of us all, amid the 
grim, ghastly cruelties of the dictator 
lands let Thy righteous judgment fall 
and condemn eternally the wreckers of 
the world's glory, whose dust no epitaph 
will flatter and no sacred monument will 
call back their deeds of darkness and 
death. Do Thou hover above the syna­
gogues of our country as Thy children 
breathe again the spirit that once in­
spired old Judea as they view the far­
flung lands of a righteous God. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

8 . I . iOV[RNNENT PRINT ING OFFICE , 1141 
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Jewish Victims of Nazi Mass Murders 

SPEECH 
OF 

HON. SAMUEL DICKSTEIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE BOUSE 01" REPRESENTATIVD-

Thursday, July 23, 1942 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
The Chaplain, Rev. James Shera 

Mor..tgomery, D. D., offered the following 
prayer: 

Almighty God, whose goodness faileth 
never, we thank Thee that when dangers 
and perils, oppress, we are defended by 
Thy merciful providence. Dedicating 
ourselves to the service of man, keep us 
free from guile and immoderation. We 
praise Thee that Thy sway is not over a 
broken and brui~ed humanity, but the 
subjects of Thy Kingdom are free and 
loving hearts, strong in action and fear­
less ir.. faith. 

We would not allow the garden of the 
Israel of God to die out of our grateful 
memory; her flowers are of perpetual 
bloom. We would hear again the voice 
of Moses and feel the warm, brotherly 
spirit of Jonathan and David, calling, 
pleading for tolerance, and shaming 
man's inhumanity toward his brother 
man. Our Father of us all. amid the 
grim, ghastly cruelties of the dictator 
lands let Thy righteous judgment fall 
and condemn eternally the wreckers of 
the ~orld's glory, whose dust no epitaph 
will flatter and no sacred monument will 
call back their deeds of darkness and 
death. Do Thou hover above the syna­
sosuea of our country as Thy children 
breathe again the spirit that once in­
spired old Judea as they view the far­
flung lands of a righteous God. Tluough 
Jesus Christ our Lard. Amen. 

Monday, July 20, 1942 
Mr. DICKSTEIN. Mr. Speaker, next 

Thursday, July 23, which is a traditional 
day of mourning in the Jewish calendar, 
commemorating the ancient destruction 
of Jerusalem, synagogues throughout the 
land will add the note of contemporary 
mourning and indignation over the mass 
murders by Nazi executioners of nearly 
1,000,000 Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe. 

In tragedy-laden Europe the Jewish 
tragedy is most horrible beyond compare. 
The Jewish people count its "Lidices" in 
the hundreds. 

The Synagogue Council of America, 
which embraces the orthodox, reform, 
and conservative wings in American ju­
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daism, has called upon its 1,300 rabbis 
and congregations throughout the land 
to conduct special services next Thursday 
of mourning for the victims of the mass 
murders. In many communities Chris­
tians will join in expressions of condem­
nation of the murderers and of sympathy 
toward the afflicted. 

Christian statesmen and clergy in 
European countries, even in the face of 
Nazi conquerors. have lifted their voices 
in condemnation. Even if such outcries 
cannot avail to stay the executioner's 
hand, they have a moral worth as an ex­
pression of human decency, sympathy, 
and fellowship. American public opin­
ion apparently has not as yet become 
aroused to the same ex~ent. 

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE SYNAGOGUE 
COUNCIL OF A.MERICA 

Since 1933 the world has been living 
through a crescendo of violence. The 
Jews of Germany were the shock troops 
who bore the first impact. Since then, 
as country after country has been en­
gulfed by the flood of terror and blood­
shed, among the most hapless of the vie­
time have been the J ews everywhere. 
Their synagogues and institutions of 
religion, education, and benevolence have 
been destroyed. They have been sub­
jected to unceasing pogroms, deprived of 
the right of earning their livelihood, their 
homes and possessions seized, themselves 
rounded up into concentration camps, 
and under conditions of inconceivable 
suffering and cruelty expelled into prison 
ghettos where privation, hunger, and 
disease have decimated them. The mis­
erable survivors see themselves marked 
down for imminent death. 

But the ruthless oppressor has become 
impatient with even these measures of 
inhuman ferocity, and he is determined 
to obliterate the very name and memory 
of the Jew from the ~urope of the new 
order. With unparalleled outrage he 
has mown down by the firing squad well 
nigh a million of defenseless Jewish 
children and women as well as men in 
the fields of death of what were once 
Poland and the free countries of central 
and eastern Europe. 

The blood of innocent men and women 
and children whose only crime was that 
they worshipped the God of the Bible 
cries aloud from the earth that will not 
cover it and will not silence it. This 
cry penetrates into the ears and into the 
heart of the world that still pays homage 
to biblical teachings of religion, and 
throughout the United Nations men ask, 
"How long, O Lord, how long?" 

The Fast of Ab, day of saddest memo­
ries, recalling the blackest chapters in 

the long epic of Israel-the destruction 
of the Holy City of Jerusalem and its 
temple more than 25 centuries ago, their 
second destruction and the scattering of 
Israel to the four corners of the earth 
18¾ centuries ago, the expulsion and 
exile of Jews from Spain exactly 4½ 
centuries ago--has summoned the Jew 
once more to his synagogues to take up 
again the dirges of Jeremiah of old, and 
the threnody born of Israel's centuried 
suffering. 

This year of all years the Fast of Ab 
stirs American Israel to the depths. We 
mourn with lamentation as of old. We 
look out upon the scene of unparalleled 
horror in Europe where our own blood­
kin and brothers in spirit live in afflic­
tion and die as martyrs. 

In the midst of our mourning, how­
ever, we are sustained by consolation and 
hope. 

We find comfort in the undefeated 
spirit of our brothers and sisters in the 
lands of atll:ction, many of whom are 
resisting the tyrant at the risk of their 
lives and the lives of their kin. M!lY 
they find comfort in the knowledge that 
American Israel has not forgotten them, 
sorrows in their sorrow. hopes for their 
redemption, and will do whatever may 
be humanly possible to ease their bur­
dens. 

We find comfort in the record of the 
sons and daughters of our people in the 
lands of the United Nations who have 
thrown themselves into the struggle for 
freedom with unsurpassed valor. 

We are heartened by the dignity and 
the fortitude of the Jews of Palestine 
in the face of the peril which is nigh to 
them, and trust that they may be given 
necessary means to defend their lives 
and their homes. 

We find comfort in the expressions of 
sympathy, and understanding which 
have come from leaders of other religious 
faiths, both here and abroad; and we 
look to our American Government and 
to the governments of all the United Na­
tions to take cognizance of the tragic 
plight of the Jewish people among the 
company of the martyred victims of the 
executioner's hand. 

We acknowledge with humble thanks­
giving that our lot as American Israel 
has fallen in this blessed land of free­
dom, to which we are pledged with our 
hearts, with our souls, with our sub­
stance, and with our lives. 

As the fast of Ab is followed by the 
Sabbath of comfort, so we pray that this 
episode of tragedy may be followed by a 
dispensation of comfort for all mankind, 
achieved through victory for the cau.se of 
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freedom and light followed by enduring 
peace. 

Thus may we rise up from the day of 
mourning, strengthened by our prayers. 
"Turn us again unto Thee, 0 Lord, that 
we may return; renew our days as of 
old." 
RECENT MASS MASSACilES OF JEWS IN NAZI-HELD 

EUROPE 

Scores of reports which have been ar­
riving almost daily from reliable circles 
abroad testify to the fact that the Nazis 
have embarked upon a systematic cam­
paign to exterminate the Jewish masses 
in the countries under their control. 
E::>th in the number of civilians exter­
minated in such a short period of time 
and in the ruthless methods used to ac­
c,Jmplish this extermination, the cam­
i:aign appears to have no parallel in 
history. 

Mo.st alarming of these reports was the 
one rel2ascd by the Polish G~vernment­
in-exile but a few weeks ago telling of 
the murder in Poland and Lithuania of 
more than 700,000 Jews during the past 
year. This report was bJ.sed upon de­
tailed information smuggled out of the 
occupied territory by underground chan­
nels and later broadcast by the British 
Broadcasting Co. in all European lan­
guages. 

The physical extermination of J ews, 
according to this report, was begun last 
summer i1. eastern Galic:a where Jewish 
males between the ages of 14 and 60 were 
herded into public squares and r.eme­
teries, forced to dig their own graves, and 
then machine-gunned or hand-grenaded. 
Orphans, poor and infirm Jews from old­
age asylums, the sick in hospitals, women 
and children, were among the victims. 
In many places, J ews were herded into 
trucks and deported to unrevealed desti­
nations or massacred in nearby woods. 
At Lwow (Lemberg), 35,000 were slain; 
at Stanislawow, 15,000; 5,000 at Tarno­
pol; at Zloczow, 2,000; at Brzezany, 'lnly 
1,700 were left alive of 18,000 and thou­
sands of others in Przemysl and Brody 
met a similar fate. Mass massacres dso 
took place in the Slonim district of east­
ern Poland, 9,000 having been extermi­
nated in Slonim proper and 6,000 in Ba­
ranowtcze. In Volhyn1a, the killings, be­
gun _in November, continued without let­
up for 3 days and nights, during which 
time the number of victims reached the 
staggering total of 15,000 in the vicinity 
of Rovno alone. 

Thom.ands were also said to have been 
killed in a "less painful" fashion-in mo­
bile gas chambers. Lodz, in the annexed 
territory, provided 35,000 such victims; 
Kolo, Bugaij, and Isbitza, 5,000. 

In February, the murder wave reached 
central Poland, affecting particularly the 
areas of Radom and Lublin. The latter 
city saw the number of executed reach 
2,000, while 25,000 other Jews were 
herded into sealed trains and shipped to 
an unknown destination. In the War­
saw ghetto, where half a million Jews 
stare death in the face daily, the Gestapo 
personally supervised a series of raids 
during which many Jews were killed and 
their bodies left lying in the streets. 

In the Wilna district of Lithuania, in 
Latvia, and Estonia, the Jewish popula-
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tion faces virtual extinction, as seen from 
these and other reliable reports. For, 
by November, 50,000 of a previous total of 
62,000 Jews in Wilno alone were mur­
dered in a systematic campaign. 

All of these reports do not take into 
account the trail of blood and terror left 
behind by the Nazi armies in occupying 
Soviet territories since June 22, 1941. 
According to a report by the Anti-Fascist 
Jewish Committee in Kuibyshev, over 25,-
000 J ews in Brest-Litovsk, Pinsk, Wladi­
mir-Wolynsk, and Vitebsk have already 
suffered execution at the hands of the 
invaders. On October 23, 25,000 Jews 
in Odessa were herded into military bar­
racks and shot by machine gunners. In 
M•nsk, Gome!, Bzrdichev, Zhitomir, Mo­
hilev, all densely J ewish-populated areas, 
Jews were evicted from their homes to 
make room for German soldiers. Molo­
tov, Soviet Commissar of Foreign Af­
fairs, in bis offi::ial note to the govern­
ments of the United Nations, also re­
ported the execution of 52,000 J ewish 
and non-Jewish persons in the key 
Ukranian city, Kiev. 

Slovakia, Nazi-dominated country in 
Central Europe, is apparently destined by 
the Nazis to beccme the first European 
country cleared completely of Jews, for 
Minister of Interior Sano Mach recently 
ordered the expulsion of all 90 ,000 Jews 
to Eastern Europe by S~ptember 1. By 
the end of May the number of deportees 
was already reported to have reached 
45,000, half of the former J ewish popu­
lation. 

Those whose lives have been spared by 
the Nazis are not more fortunate. They 
live under the most horrifying condi­
tions imaginable. In Poland, the herd­
ing of over one and a half million Jews 
in more than 11 ghettos has resulted 
in typhus and spotted fever epidemics, 
widespread starvation, and misery, which 
is said to have brought about the death 
of 165,000 in 1941. Thousand~ of other 
Jews sh:pped from B~ssarabia and Buko­
vina have also died of the same causes 
in the Soviet territory occupied near the 
Bug River by Rumanian soldiers. Hard­
labor camps are another feature of lhe 
Nazi occupational system. Over 200,000 
able-bodied Jews were recently rounded 
up for slave labor in Poland following an 
order by Hans Frank, head of the Gov­
ernment General. 

The facts and figures cited above are 
but a small portion of the mass of in­
formation received from abroad relating 
to the bestial campaign of annihilation 
undertaken by the Nazis against the 
Jewish population. Th1s barbarous 
treatment of the civilian population is 
against all rules of modern warfare and 
cannot be justified by any exigencies of 
wartime necessities. That all the atroci­
ties taking place are not accidental or 
isolated events but part of a system of 
exterminating the Jewish population Is 
evidenced by the fact that the Nazi lead­
ers threaten to continue these brutalities 
until no Jews will be left in Europe. 

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 

Even before Hitler came into power a 
favorite occupation of his Brown Shirt 
followers was to destroy headston~ in 

Jewish cemeteries, defile synagogues, and 
desecrate Torah scrolls. Afterward, the 
burning of Jewish schools and synagogues 
became commonplace in G~rmany. The 
most barbarous outbreak was during the 
pogrom days in November 1938. The toll 
of arson before the war was, in Germany, 
239 synagogues; in Austria, 107; in Czech­
oslovakia, 42; and in Danz·g, 3. Alto­
gether, the known total is 435 synagogues. 
In the occupation of Poland, hundreds of 
synagogues were destroyed. A similar 
procedure was followed in every occupied 
country, as well as in every co.untry which 
became vassal to Hitler. Scores of syna­
gogues were burned in Rumania, Yugo­
slav.ia, Slovakia, and Lithuania. Fre­
quently, the Germans transformed syna­
gogues into stables, latrines, or Nazi club­
rooms. 

Jewish 1•itual slaughter is forb:.dden in 
all Nazi-controlled countries. According 
to recent information, almost all places 
of worship have been closed in Polish 
Rumanian, and Slovakian cities, and J ew~ 
are forbidden to hold public prayers. 
Except in the ghettos, Jews are compelled 
to work on the Sabbath. Their religiOus 
communities have b~en forced to act as 
administrative offices to p2rform Nazi 
commands. 
CONDEMNATIONS OF NAZI PERSECUTION VOICED 

BY CHRI~TIANS IN EUROPE 

Throughout the entire continent of 
Europe the sufferings of the J ewish peo­
ple has called forth from many Chris­
tian spokesmen the emphatic condemna­
tion of what the Nazi authorities openly 
concede to be a deliberate campaign to 
ex' irpate the J ews. 

Leading churchmen, political figures 
and statesmen, have expressed their hor­
ror over the bestiality of a policy that 
has already been sealed in Poland by the 
murders of 700,000 innocent Jews. 

As recently as last July 8, over the 
British Broadcasting Co.'s network, Eng­
land's leading Roman Catholic prelate, 
His Eminence Cardinal Hinsley, Arch­
bishop of Westminster, appealed to his 
fellow Christians to resist the "black 
deeds of shame" which the Nazi are com­
mitting. Basing his protest on authen­
tic documents that "proved beyond ques­
tion the utter bestiality of the German 
method in conquered Poland," the Car­
dinal declared that ''innocent blood cries 
out to heaven for vengeance." "Every­
thing religious, be it Jewish, Catholic, 
or Orthodox," he exclaimed, "is the tar­
get of the pagan hatred of the Nazi 
agents." 

Writing in the Jewish Bulletin of Lon­
don last March, the British prelate in a 
statement, subsequently given wide­
spread prominence in Catholic news­
papers in England, asserted that the 
cruel treatment of the Jews at any time 
and in any land called for the strongest 
condemnation. 

"Whoever believes in God, our loving 
Father," he continued, "revolts against 
the tyranny of governments which op­
press His children of any race. To the 
Christian and Catholic, Jews and Gentiles 
are alike sons of the Eternal Father. In 
every human heart the decent senti-



ments of justice and equity proclaim that 
a Jew is a fellowman and entitled to be 
treated as such. All these motives of re­
ligion and natural humanity have been 
discarded by the Jew-baiters in past 
times and in many lands. But never and 
nowhere has the savagery of prejudice 
been so fiercely let loose as in Nazi Ger­
many and in the Nazi-dominated coun­
tries during these last years of unex­
ampled brutality. The whole world 
knows the frantic hatred with which the 
Hitler gang has pursued the Jews. As 
we hope for good will and fair play for 
ourselves, so must we insist on justice 
and compassion for all our fellow men. 
"We Catholics with other Christians," 
the cardinal concluded, "have had our 
share of persecution and of calumny; we 
are enjoying martyrdom now as we did 
centuries ago before this violent age of 
systematic lying-and so ~e can ~e_ll 
understand the Jewish reaction to simi­
lar treatment by whomsoever it is in-
flicted. . . 

When the Polish Government, m exlle, 
in a Garman-language broadcast, offici­
ally confirmed the report that 700,000 
Jews had been massacred by the Nazis in 
Poland since the summer of 1941, a group 
of 23 members of the British Parliament, 
impressed by what was termed "probably 
the greatest mass slaughter in history," 
submitted a resolution to the House of 
Commons expressing "indignation and 
horror over the German atrocities" a~d 
assuring that "retribution will unfail­
ingly be exacted." 

Following other recent protests by 
British statesmen, among them 1'.<>rd 
Strabolgi Laborite peer, and Ohver 
Locker-~mpson, Conservative Member 
of Parliament, the British Minister of 
Information, speaking on behalf. of ~he 
Government asserted that retribution 
would be exa~ted from the Nazis after the 
war for their crimes against civilians in 
occupied territories. Throughout the 
week beginning July 13, it was an­
nounced details of the Nazi massacres 
would b~ broadcast over the British air 
waves in all languages daily. 

At a gathering in London, Dr. Benes, 
exiled Czechoslovak President, told his 
hearers: 

Unlesa we make clear that aggressive war 
will always involve punishment of the nation 
which provoked it and that civilized men 
simply wlll not accept any crude racial 
theories or other Nazi theories about the 
"herrenvolk," I can see no hope for Europe or 
humanity. 

Nazis are continuing to exert pressure 
upon the Czech clergy ln an attempt to 
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alter their pro-Jewish attitude. The 
pro-Nazi Prague daily, Cezko Slovo, bit­
terly criticized the church, stating that-

It .Is serious that the clergy keeps silent on 
the Jews. 

A Protestant newspaper, denounced 
last September by Sano Mach, Slovakian 
Minister of the Interior. declared: 

What is being done to the Jews in Slovakia 
is not in accord with the principles of hu­
manity and even less with the principles of 
true Christianity. 

The resignation of Bishop Berggrav, 
the head of the Lutheran State Church 
of Norway, and of the other Norwegia_n 
bishops, has followed the stout opposi­
tion that Norwegian Christians have of­
fered to the Nazis and their Quisling 
supportf'rs Recently the bishops issued 
a pastoral letter denouncing the persecu­
tion of Jews as a crime against the teach­
ings of Christianity. 

Throughout France there is implacable 
opposition on the part of many ~rote~­
tants and Catholics toward Nazi anti­
Semitism Recent expression of this 
sentiment was given by the Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Toulouse, the 
Most Reverend M. G. Saliege, in a letter 
to a Toulouse rabbi condemning Marshal 
Petain's anti-Semitic laws. The arch­
bishop, recalling the statemen~ ~Y Po~ 
Pius XI that "we are Semites spmtually, 
is reported to have said that for that 
reason Catholics are "deeply affected by 
the tragedy which has befallen the peo­
ple of Israel." In his letter Archbishop 
Saliege asked the Almighty to relieve the 
sufferings of the Jewish people. A re­
cent report from the Netherlands an­
nounced that a pastoral letter denounc­
ing the "unmerciful and unjust treat­
ment that is being meted out to the J ews 
by those in power in our country•~ had 
been issued by the Catholic archbishop 
and all the bishops of the Netherlands. 
Many Dutch Christians have taken many 
risks to comfort and to help their Jewish 
compatriots. This is substantiated by a 
report which came through Stockholm 
recently that Dutch workers have been 
slipping into the Jewish ghettos in Am­
sterdam at night in order to protect Jews 
from anticipated anti-Jewish attacks. 

At a time Nazi anti-Jewish measures 
cascaded upon their victims, the Protes­
tant minister of Holland addressed to Dr. 
Arthur Seyss-Inquart, Reich commis­
sioner for the Netherlands, a spirited pro­
test in which it was stated "these meas­
ures violate the spiritual dignity of man­
kind; are contrary to the principle of 
Christian mercy." 

3 
When the Nazi radio in Holland at­

tacked the churches for their "protection 
of Jews," answer was not long delayed. 
It came at a joint meeting in Amsterdam 
of two of the largest Dutch protestant 
parties, when Dr. Slotemaker de Bruine, 
former cabinet minister and leader of 
the Christian Historical Society, de­
clared: 

Do not expect of us that we shall, for the 
sake of national unity, drive out of public 
life that which is most sacred to use . Spir­
itual freedom is in our blood-freedom of 
religion, education, and opinion. 

It was shortly after this that the lead­
ers of the six protestant church groups 
in Holland, including several hundr~d 
clergymen, publicly denounced the _.lr:t1-
Jewish laws as "contrary to Chnstian 
ideals" and demanded their repeal. 

Many Dutch gentiles appear on tJ:ie 
streets wi',;h the prescribed Star of Dav1d 
on their coats and the word "Dutchman" 
written across the emblem in large let­
ters. In the south Limburh distric~ no­
tices "Verboden voor Joden" (forbidden 
to Jews> were torn down in several towns. 
Elsewhere Dutch Christians continue to 
show their feelings by greeting Jews with 
obvious ostentation, or by giving up t~eir 
seats in trolley cars and buses to standing 
Jewish compatriots. 

In one recent case the entire Christian 
population of the Belgian capita~ ~onned 
the Star of David and so made ridiculous 
and ineffective a Nazi decree aimed at 
their Jewish fellow-citizens. 

From Berne, Switzerland. last Decem­
ber came a report that 300 ministers 
of the Protestant Church in Switzer­
land had condemned the deportations 
of J ews from Nazi-held territory and 
also demanded that the church take 
a stand against anti-Semitism. At a 
meeting of the Swiss Society for Aid to 
the German <Bekennende) Church in 
Switzerland, the assembled clergymen 
attacked the Jewish deportations as "es­
pecially horrible in number and manner," 
and asked for the proclamation of the 
fallowing program: 

1. The church, to which the gospel has been 
entrusted through God's mercy, calls upon 
its members to pray for suffering Jewry and 
to do everything possible to relieve their 
sufferings. 

2. The church condemns the mockery and 
persecution of the J ewish people as a revolt 
against the creative will of God. 

3. The church feels itself especially bound 
together with the fate of the J ewish people, 
according to the New Testament. Anti-Sem­
itism is irreconcilable with membership in 
the Christian community. 

U.S . GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, 190 



Fr: .c.1 Syn EiGO€_~uc -:olJ.~c~ - :)f ;.:1:e-:. i ce 
1181 Broedway, :ew York Clty 

~c oe re le.:-.s e- d 
u:pon rs ceipt 

SY1•:AGvGVE c c·_-:·c:i:1 CF .A:-~i:F.ICA DEALS \'i!~n 
FRC3L~~•i 01 1 3~AcT.-:c:;i:;s I o~ • S.A33~Tr: 

Ccunoil of A~ericr ~nd t~e Offi ce of Civili£n Dcfcnre 

was ~n~c public by Dr. 

tt.e SynE.go;ue C~unci l cf _.;c .__ r ice . 

T~e c ~rresry~ndence follows :-

"Mr. J~ mes U. LRnf is, Dire c~or 
Off_ce of Civili~n Dcfe~so 
Kas:1ing ton, t.C. 

My dear Mr. L8~dis: 

?res i C:.cnt of 

There are communi .ie s with large Jewish uo9ulations where 
sevcr~l blackout rehears&ls rec er-tly have taken ~lace on Fri­
day evenings , Friday eveii1~g , as you know, is a ~art of the 
Jewish Sabbath . In relislous J ~w ish homes Sabbath candles 
are lighted . 

Rabbi~ical authoritie s have a~vlsed ~~eir ueoule thatln 
the event of black~ut r eheo r sRls on a Frii ay ev~ni;g, Sabbath 
cendles should be placed ~n a ro~m whe r e the light would not 
be visib le fro::i the stree t 

1 or thvt blac£'Jut shac:es sr..ou::!..d be 
provided. 

Our people bave Leen urged. to give every cooperation in 
order to make the blackout re~enrsals as succesoful as pos si­
ble . At t.t.e SR□e tine we r 8snectful ..,_y sur::,:, est that unl es ~: 
there are special r easons ~or conducting the trial-blackouts 
on Friday evenings, ar. effort oc m3 c e t8 ti~e th~m on varying 
~ays of the week. 

There are probaoly otht r phases of this activity which 
might inconvenience the religi ~us sensibi ~ities of other de-
no:ninatio . s. We are coLI.fic.ent that your :,ffice will endeavor 
t o show every consic..er2ti o~~ to e.11 r0ligi0us groups, consis­
tent, of course, with t~e es sential r equirements of your off iee. 

Sincerely your& , 
DR. I&RAEL GOLDSTEIN, President 

OFFICE CF CIV:LIAN DE?SHSE 
H i... · t D C ~as~1ing on , .. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein , President 
Syncgogue Council of Amerio& 
1181 Broadway 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Goldqtcin : 

August 25 , 1942 

I have your letter of August 13, relnt!ve to t ~e h~ldi~g of black­
out rehe arsals, or, as we ~r efer t ~ t 8rm t hem , air rai& tests, on 
Friday evenings. 

Your statement that 11 Rc'l.bb~·.!_j cal c?ut :18ri .., ies hpve advised their oeo­
ple that i ~ the event of blGck~ut rJhearsals ~n A Frid~ y evening. 
Sabbath candles Rtould be pl" cc~ in a r o~m where the light would 
not be vlsible from the st:r,:: et , 0r t!1, ol ackout shades should be 
prov1.ded 11 

1 s~ows a f1r.e ser:sG o-f: coo_;eratior. . 

Blac~out tests c.re primar_ly estcblisr:.e a~" locnl HUthorities , af ter 
due ryormis eion h&s been r eceived fr om the Ar~y Air Forces . 

The probleo whict you ~re sent will 0c g iven careful conslderatior, 
and. will be br:)u6ht t o t~J.e at tent ior. of o'J.r Regi .)nEll Directors, who 
will be better eble t o hane..le tte queeti ::;r1 wl t il :i.occ>l authorities 
in cocmunities affected . 

Fe.ithfully :rours , 
Jemes M. La:.C:ls 

Directo-r 



August 30 , 1°42 

)r. James M. LenfiA , Director 
Office of Civili[u Jefense 
, ,.; r S ~ .! l,....,.. t--r D ~ ~~ C" • .1 ...:.. • lb .J • ' • '-' • 

My deer Mr . Lan :is : 

T~&nks for your le~ter Jf 
August 25~h in reply ta Jurs of the l~th . 
We 8p9reciate your r-snonse to OLlr 
su~ge ... tiJn . 

Looki ng o the forthc,.:,ming 
Jewi~~ Hich Ho~y ~ays, i~ w:uld be gre~tly 
P p) re c i.: t I., c"l. i f f' v e r J 1 • e p s or! 2 bl e e f f o rt v11 e re 
ms~e, consistsn with the 0es~~t~il 
civilian ~Efense re uiremcnts , to avo id 
scncd.ulinf air-1•3 id. tests c·n those <lrtes , 
particularly ~n th0 Day or At ~nEment . 

IG :E3 

The dates rre th~ following : 

Resh Eas~Ena~ ( · e). Ye Pr )-­
Septe~ber 12th, commencing 
the ,rccedi~~ ev~ning 
Ft s~1 Co~n . Crt~0~ox 
c~d Oo~rervative Jews 
also Jorerve Se~tember l~th. 

Yorn Klppur (Day of Atonement)-­
September 2~st, co~mencing 
tt.e :_'J rcc. ·d.i r· evc:r.ing c't 
Aun d.,.Ywr: . 

Sincerely yours , 

DR . .:S~L GOLJS'IEI~· 
?re 0 ic1. !i . 



Adolph Held 
Chairman 

David Dubinsky 
Treasurer 

J. Baskin 
Secretary 

Jacob Pat 
Executive SecrPtary 

JEWISH LABOR CO!.1MIT TEE 
175 East Broa<i.\1ay 

New York, H. Y. 

Dr. Israel Goldst ein , President 
Synaroguc Council of America 
1181 Broadway 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Goldstein: 

We are glad to convey your Labor Day greetine;s to the 
Jewish workers representod by the Jewish Labor Committee and 
to their fellow-worl .. ers ln the American Labor mov0ment . On 
their behalf we wish to expr9ss ou1· sinc<n·e thanks to the 
Synagogue Council of Am0rica f'or its kind sentiments. 

The work of the Jewish Labor Committeo is inspired by 
the iden.ls of ;'Jnerican Democracy, political freedom, social 
equality, and international brotherhood. It is the historic 
mission of the free labor movereent to fiGht for a few and just 
social order, and we aro therefore happy to take note of the 
Synn.gogue Council's friendly atti tnde toward orr;a -1ized labor 
and its sincere desire to contribute to the cause of social 
advancement. 

At the present time we are all engaged in a life and 
death struggle against Ne.zis~n which dest1•oys all moral values, 
whether based upon religious convictious or sprin0 ing out of 
social aspir~tions. Only in a democratic country can we look 
forward to tlw survival of freedom of conscience, of which 
freedom of religious worship is an expression. 

On Labor Day we must all rededicate ourselves to the 
cause of a better world. 

Respectfully yours, 

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 

Adolph Held 
Chairman 



Synagogue Council of America 
1181 Broadway 

New York Clty 

August 26, 1942 

To Rabbis and Presidents: 

Enclosed please find a number of Synagogue Council items which 
we believe will be of interest to you . ~e shou ld appreciate your 
reaction to this material . 

An item of special intorc.st o.t this time is the Labor Day mes ­
sage of the Synagogue Council, and the response to it by the Jewish 
Labor Committee. It is the first time that there has been such an 
exchange of greetings of goodwill between the American Synagogue as 
a whole and Jewish Labor. This precedent des erves wide recognition 
and will , we trust, serve as an initial step in helping to establish 
in the public mind an impression which will be helpful both to the 
Synagogue and to Labor. 

The Rosh Hashn.nah messages from the Governors and particularly 
the one from the Governor of your State will no doubt be of interest 
to your people. If you wish to have your Governor's message in full, 
it will be sent to you. If your Governor is among those who have not 
yet responded, we shall be grateful to you if you would ende8.vor to 
receive his response and forward it to us. 

May we invite your cooperation in publicizing the Synagogue 
Council Rosh Hashanah message, the Governors' Greetings and the 
Labor Day material through tho pul1Ji t, tho Congregational bulletin 
and the local press. Clippings t~oroof will be appreciated . 

May we submit two othor matt nrs for your consideration. 
. 

1. For your confidential information, a numbGr of American Jo\'1ish 
loaders, Rabbis and lasmon, have expres3od concern over reports com­
ing from England , that Anti -S emitism there has r3contly taken the 
form of charging J0ws with ' black market' activities . We know tho 
technique of Anti -Semites well enough to understand th8.t tho miscon­
duct of a few has been blown up out of all proportion . Fortunately 
there have boon no repercussions of it thus far on the American scone. 
No doubt tho High Holy Day se11mons this year will strengthen patriot ­
ism welded together in self-discipline and self-sacrifice for the 
winning of the war. We trust that your Congregation will keep tho 
the Jewish \11/elfaro Board apprised of the names , records and distinc­
tions of its men in thG armed forces of the United States . 

2. October 2, 1942, will mark the 450th anni varsary of the discovery 
of America. It ~s a milestone which should not go unnoticed . Thore 
may be community-wide obs ervances of this anniversary in which your 
Congregation will participate. To the Jewish community it \vill 
serve as an occasion for dv1olling upon tho Jewish part , economic , 
cultural , spiritual and military, in the discovery, building and 
defense of America . It is an opportunity to teach Congregations, 
adults as well as children, important chapters of American Jewish 
history. 

We are pleased to announce that tho Synagogue Council will 
broadcast a Rosh Hashanah program over the Red Network of the Nation­
al Broadcast ing Company on Thursday evening , September 10th at 11:30 
Eastern \Var Time, in which will bo included a broadcast from London 
by Chief Rabbi Hertz, and a Yorn Kippur program over the same network 
on Sunday aft ernoon, September 20th ~t 4 :30. It would be helpful if 
you would urge your local station to arrange to join this hook-up, and 
do what you can to publicize the broadcasts. 

Wo shall endeavor to continue to servo you. If you can secure a 
contribution from your Congrega.tion for tho work of the Synagogue 
Council, it would help us to render additional service for the benefit 
of American Judaism. 

Our Rosh Hashnnah greetings are extended to you and your communi­
ty. 

Cord~ally yoy.rs , . k 
~VI t. , L It , i '-'V1 Ir 7Lf.'-A. ' ·u,.. ff ·1-

Ben J '11111 n Koenigsberg 
Secretary 



August 27, 1942 

Mr. Donald M. Nelson 
War Production Board 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. ·Nelson: 

It is our duty to call your attention to the Jewish Hif;h Holy 
Days which include the following dates: 

Rosh Hashana.h (New Year)-Septembor 12th (comr11encing the preceding 
evening at svnd0wn) 

Orthodox and Conservative Jews also observe Sept. 13th . 

Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) -Sor)t01nher 21st ( connnencj ng the 
preceding evening at ::undor1n) 

Many Jews working in defense industries will ~e co'1fronted witr. 
the problem of observing the holieat days of their Faith. Needless 
to say, theywould not.wish in the slightest <legr00 to halt our nation 1 s 
defense effort, or to be accorded pri vi lo6es v!hi ch would not under 
similar circumstances be granted to other religious denominations. 

It may, however, bo possible for· some provision to be made which 
would enable them in considoration for time of'f for their religious 
observances, to make up the lost time, so that their contribution t~ 
the defense e.fi'ort will in no wise be diminished. 

Knowing your deep respect for r Gligious sensibilities, we ar, con­
fident that you will give this matter your most earnest considorstion. 

Sincerely yc,urs, 
DR. J[~RAEL GOLDSTEIN, Presidonj 

-- ---------- -----·---
WAR PRODUC':I.'2:0II BOARD 

Washington, D. C. 
Office of Donald r,r . Nelson, Cht1.irman September 5, 194£ 

Dear Dr. Goldstein: 

I have your letter callin13 my attontion to tho Jowish holidays 
of Rosh Hashanah, September 12th and l.3th, a.no Yorn K1.ppur, September 
21, and inquiring about arr·angcments for members of t:10 Jewish fai t;i 
who are working in war industries to obs (: rv0 those days with pl',o_)or 
devotion. 

Rosh Hashana.h and Yom Kippur are days of crcat religious sig."li­
ficance to members of the Jewish faj th, arid 1 recognize, of course, 
that many Jewish workers in our war plants will wish to spend a pa.rt 
or all of those days away from thei r jobs. I think it is e:1tir0:.y 
proper that they should do so, and tho Viar Production Bon.rJ is not 
asking any of them to forego their observance of the se rites anJ cere­
monites. If possible, Jewish workers ~1ose conscience leJds them to 
spend these days in religious devotion should seek some !7J3thod by 
which they can l~ter make up the production time lost. 

Sinccr oJ.y yours, 
Donald M. Nclso:i - - - .. - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _, ,,. 

Mr. Donald M. Nelson 
War Production Board 
Washington, D. C. 
My dcn.r r\ir. Nelson: 

Septombor 7, 1942 

This is to acknowlod[;o your lctt or of So:.) t ombcr 5th. 

.. - - - -

V'/0 appreciate de eply your fine undc,rstn.nding statement. It is 
bound to have a v.rholesonc offoct upon tho rnoralo of Jcwi sh workers 
to have this additional ovidunco of respect for roliGious conscienc0 
which is a cornerstone of our bless ed democracy. 

We trust t!'le.t yow, stn.t on ont will be brought to tho attention of 
those who arc ii1 charG0 of wnr industr J i1lants throughout the country 
so that they may kno1 your attitude in ca3os whero Jo·ish workors 
may desire to take tho tim0 oi'f for r uliglou s observance. 

Sincerely yours, 
DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

Prvs:J.dont 



Dear nabbi: 

Syna.go~e Counci 1 of lw er i co. 
1101 Broadway 
Nov; York City 

Scpto11bor 8, 1942 

Many inquiries must have come to ·you from Jo1,;rs in war industries in connection with the posnibillty of tholr obs , rvinG the fort:1coming Hi6h Holy Days. We a.re pleased to infor:n :/ou that wo have boon in touch with the Viar Pr•oductic.,n :Jonrd on thi.s matt< :r. The attached correspondence speaks for it s elf . You arc at liberty to convoy the information to whom it m'ly concorn, including v,ar iiidustrios \"11ich may be locat 3d in your city . 

You will also be intorcst0d in the enclosed correspondence with Ur. Landis of tho Office of C:tvilian Defense rognrdj_llG tho problem of air-raid tests on tho Sa½bo.th. 

You may ho.ve noticed thn.t the S~/TIO.Gogvo Covncil' s Labor Do.y ,1cs sago and the rosp onso of tho Jewish Labor Co~nitto0 ho.vo roc0ivod wide attention in the g0ncral nnd Juwis~ proso. 1ay we SUG~0st th~t you bring this matLrial to tho attention of your local labor groups, Jew­ish and Christian. 

It has come to our notice that in Cincinnati re] i[;ious loador·s have orgo.ni zed a nspiri tun.l .. 1oralc Cammi ttoo 11 rcpr0scnto.ti vo of all denouinations, to strcn0 thon tho ·11O1•a.lo of man onturin.c; rnili tnr·y s0rvice. Their pror:ram calls for public coing-awo.y receptions for dr1.ftoes and for recognition sorvicos for tho rr.on ' s parents and to thoir r0latives. If an int0rdonominational conunittoo is not roas i ble in your connnunity, perhaps a committo0 for your own congrogation can bo formed. 

Finally, may wo urge you again to stros~ the purc~aso of war bonds on all appropriate occasions when lo.rgo ConcrJgations will be prosent. 

Vith 11 1 1 shanah tovn.hil greotinBs, I f"}m 

Si11corol: yours, 
~;~~-(.tfil /

1
;, 1 ,l ,ltt. < __ 

I3RAEL GOLDST-"IN 
President 

P.S. You will receive shortly under ~opara.tc covl.,r mat erial from the Office of Civilian Dofonso whi.cl it woulc1 be \forth nhilo brinc­ing to the attention of your Congricgation . It is sugr;cs ted that you sti1:1ulc.to tho organiz'lti on of you1,, Con3ro[; tion as a. un:tt for the pui,,poso of carryinG out tho proGrn.m of tho Ci tiz0ns Service Corps as well as the Citizens Defense Corps, in cooperation with the local Dofons o Council. 



! . 

Synagogue Council of America 
1181 Broadwa:r, New York City 

September 17, 1942 

Dear Ro.bbi : 

Jewish civilian workers attached to Naval stations and shor8 
establishments in various p~rts of the country have enc0untcred diffi ­
culties in securing permission fror.1 tl1.eir ' local authori tics for tho 
observance of Yorn Yippur without beiDg Gubj~cted to di □ cipllnary pen­
alties and blemishes "'J.pon their roccrd'J . . V'ihen all othor of forts 
failed , they and a nllinh0r of Rabbis in their behalf turned to us re ­
questing our intercession with tho Navy Department in Jashincton. 

no arc pleased to rop0rt t~1c succossfu~ conclusion of our of­
fo r ts o.nd to convey t0 you hnr-e~'ll'.i. t,h thn folJ.ov,ing instructions i0sued 
by RalJh C. Bcrd , Assistant Secretary of tho Navy , to those !n charge 
of naval stations and shor0 ostablishmonts, and also our response. 
Ma:,- we bespeak your cooperation in convoying the purport of 0ur re­
sponse to whom it may concor·n. 

Sincerely J'?urs , • 
;~)::ui.-fl -t:_ .. C ,?.:,.. ... (__J 1.{t. t- tL 
Dr . Is1·acl Goldstein , President 

" The department dosiras that G.S ~.1any or.iploycos of the Jewish Faith as 
c 'ln be spared without interfor·enc0 with prosocution of urgent work be 
cxcus od from dut~r on Da:,r of A tonor.1c:r.t , Sund!J.J , 20th Sopt ur.1tur at sun­
dov,:n to Monday , 21st Septembor, at sundown . Emplo-:,·eos excused fr or.i 
duty shall make up tho time lost if p0sniblo in order th~t there be no 
loss to productivo hours . Absence shall b0 charged to annual lc~vo 
if due, otherwise to lenvo without pay. Religious tolornnco is Ameri ­
can doct r ine. D0pr..rtmont oxvccts both ompl0yccs and 0fficials wlll 
UJG utmost tact , discretion , and toler'lnco in carr:,~ing out those in­
structions . 11 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Lr . Ralph C. Bard, Assistant Secretary of tho 
Washincton, D. C. 

"Dooply appreciate your eminently fair ruling re Jc·wish D'.ly c. f . .\ tono ­
mont . It is in bast Arnuric~n tradition of resp ect for r eligious con­
science which is one of the vital fr ood0ms wo a.re fiGhting to protect . 
Should similar situation in future oblige Christian worke,rs be o.bs..,nt 
on Christian Holy Days, their Jew:i.sh f 0lJow- workors as h'.J.p:ponod in 
other govor1mcnt dcpartcent last Christr:as will gladly do all possi ­
ble to boar extra burden. We arc El:PPGO.ling to Jews covurcd by Jour 
ruling for whole - hearted reciprocal c0opor!).tion in spirit of your 
stntcr:iont. 11 

Rabbi Isro.ol Goldst~in , Preside~ 
Synagoguu Council of A~0ric~ 



5 ptember 29, 1942 

Rabbi Icr el Gold tein, President 
S)rnagogue Council or erio 
1181 Droa.d a, 
New York, N.Y. 

y dear Rabbi Goldsteina 

You may wi8h to anewer thie 
letter. 

AHSaBK 

1th kindest re rds, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

' 

r 



,,, , , > .. 

From: Federal Council of Churches 
297 ?ourth Avenue, 1;ew York, li. Y. 

S:'AT~lv~E .. ;T 01 AliTI-SiMI TI SM 
(Adopted by the ?ederal Council of Churches in 

Biennial Session December 11, 1942) 

The reports which are reaching us concerning the incredible cruelties 

toward the Je,· s in 1'Iazi-occupied countries, particularly Poland, stir the Christian 

people of America to the deepest sympathy and indign~tion. It is ~mpossible to 

avoid a conclusion thet somethin0 like a policy of deliberate extermination of the 

Je\i-1s in .c.,urope is being carried out. The violence and inhumanity which Nazi 

leaders have publicly avowed toloJerd all Jews are apparently now coming to a climax 

in a virtual massacre. 1;e are resolved to do our full part in establishin_:; con­

ditions in which such treatment of the Jev·s shall end. 

The feelings of the Jewish community th:.roughoat the world have recently 

been expressed in a period. of mourning, fasting and prayer. We associate our­

selves v:ith our Je,·:ish fellow-citizens in their hour of tragic sorrow, and unite 

our prayers with theirs. 

~:e confess our o~n ineffectiveness in combatin~ the influences vhich 

be6et Anti-Semitism in our ovm country, and ur_;e our constituencies to intensify 

their efforts in behalf of friendly relations ~ith the Je~s. 

\!e urge thc?t all -clans for reconstruction in ~urope shall include 

measures desi gned to secure full justice for the Jews and a safe and respected 

place for them in western civilization. For those ,.,,ho, after the war, will have 

to emi 6rate from the \o:ar-ridden lands of ~urope, immigration opportunities should 

be created in this and other lands. 

\'ie recommend that the officers of the Federal Council transmit this 

action to the Je\o:ish leaders in person. 
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T O paraphrase a colloquialism, it 
might be said of organized religion 

generally that its contribution in war­
time is like its contribution in peacetime, 
only more so. 

In our democracy, the Church, to 
use a generic term for organized re­
ligion, while constitutionally it cannot 
have any official relationship with the 
State, has in effect profoundly influenced 
the course and character of American 
life. It has been the foster-mother of 
education, having nurtured both ele­
mentary and higher schools of learning. 
It has been the natural mother of 
philanthrophy, having given birth to pro­
grams and institutions of social welfare. 
It has molded public opinion not only 
upon moral issues, but upon political 
issues in which moral considerations 
were involved. It has given countless 
national leaders their moral philosophy 
and their spiritual outlook. 

In general it may be said that or­
ganized religion is an invaluable force 
for generating and maintaining the 
civic morale which is essential to the 
stability and character of the State. 
Law guarantees the minimum. Religion 
exhorts the maximum of justice in hu­
man relations. Even within the realm 
of law and order, the most effective 
guarantee of law and order in a com­
munity is not the fear of the penalty 
attaching to violation of laws, but the 
sense of ·moral responsibility prevalent 
among its citizens. To induce a sense of 
moral responsibility is the business of ~e­
ligion. Church and Synagogue, pnme 
builders of morale, make for a better and 
more wholesome state. 
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The peacetime functions of organized 
religion continue in wartime, only more­
so. War, even in its civilian aspect in­
tensifies, speeds up, and arranges in 
priorities the processes of national life. 
To the extent that law and order, social 
consciousness and civic morale, are in 
wartime more necessary than ever for the 
effective functioning of the community, 
the influence of Religion is correspond­
ingly more necessary. 

In this particular war, moreover, Re­
ligion has a special place both ideolog­
ically and practically. To the extent that 
this war has an ideological basis, and it 
has such a basis to a very large extent, 
religious values and the life of religion 
are at stake. It is not only that the 
Atlantic Charter specifies the freedom of 
religious worship as one of the issues 
of the war, but that underlying the spirit 
of the Atlantic Charter as a whole, is the 
Sinai Charter whose preamble is, "I am 
the Lord Thy God who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage." 

There is, of course, in every war an 
important personal service for Churches 
and Synagogues to render. They help 
the people bear their trials and burdens. 
They are the ministers of consolation to 
families visited by the inevitable sad news 
of kin wounded and dead. They are 
the sanctuaries of refuge from the nerve­
tearing turmoil and excitement of a 
nation at war, sanctuaries where inner 
peace and strength can be replenished. 

In modern war, however, this prac­
tical need of Religion becomes immeas­
urably heightened. In modern total war, 
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civilian life of ten becomes a battlefront 
as much as military life, witness the 
battle-scarred cities of England. The 
developments of this war in particular 
have demonstrated that the morale of 
a people is as important as its arma­
ments. Religion, which nourishes ideal­
ism, induces the people to make sacri­
fices for the ideal and strengthens re­
sistance against the enemy's attack, thus 
holds a place of priority in the life of 
a nation at war. From every patriotic 
consideration this is a time to keep the 
institutions of Religion strong and vital. 

Religion's contribution to the nation 
at war has been discussed in general 
terms without reference to the Syna­
gogue specifically, but to the Synagogue 
as the Jewish phase of organized re­
ligion in general. One might properly 
point out that the Synagogue is some­
thing more than the Jewish counterpart 
of the Christian Church, that historically 
it is much more than a departmental­
ized function, but rather the complete 
repository of Jewish values and the 
sanctified arena of Jewish life. One 
might point out that the very term 'Re­
ligion' in the Jewish context connotes 
not a segment of a total sphere of life 
but a comprehensive model of living. 

Such points, while valid in them­
selves, should not divert attention from 
the main consideration, namely, that the 
Synagogue is expected to do for the 
~merican Jew during this wartime pe­
nod at least as much as the Christian 
Church is expected to do for the Ameri­
can Christian, in the wartime intensifi­
cation of normal peacetime functions 
and in the fulfillment of the special 
responsibilities which this war in particu­
lar imposes. It is at least as much, 
seeing that the Jew has more at stake in 
this war than any other people, and that 
while among some Christian denomina­
tions there is still found a measure of 
"Hamletic" indecision on the moral eval­
uation of this war, to the Jew this is a 

"milhemeth mitzvah," an imperative ob­
ligation to fight Amalek. 

What kind of wartime program beck­
ons to the Synagogue? 

1. The need for Jewish chaplains is 
urgent. Scores of Rabbis are called for 
to minister to the religious needs of the 
Jewish boys in the fighting forces. Many 
of the Rabbis are making great per­
sonal sacrifices in entering the service 
of the nation. For the Synagogue it is 
an extraordinary opportunity to bring 
its message and influence into the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
men under circumstances in which they 
are receptive, nay eager. For the Ameri­
can nation, it is a major contribution that 
the Synagogue makes to the morale of 
its def enders. 

2. Congregations throughout the coun­
try, with their manifold organization 
units, offer the government an excellent 
medium for conveying its various ap­
peals requesting voluntary responses, such 
as defense bond purchases, and civilian 
defense programs. 

3. Because this war is a global war 
and it is apparent that no nation alone 
can either win the war or win the 
peace, a special opportunity is afforded 
the Synagogue, through pulpit and class­
room, to broaden the outlook and the 
sympathies of the Congregations, culti­
vating a traditional Jewish characteristic 
of international-mindedness. 

There is a larger community of which 
this war has made us conscious, the 
community of the United Nations. The 
campaigns for British War Relief, China 
War Relief and Russian War Relief, 
pre~nt the Synagogue with an oppor­
tunity to broaden the Congregation's 
emotional and intellectual horizon and 
educate it to think in terms of a world 
community. 

4. Because war challenges considera­
tion of the pattern of the post-war 
world, the Synagogue pulpit has an es-
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pecially favorable opportunity to en­
lighten the Congregation upon the Jew­
ish concepts of intranational and inter­
national justice, brotherhood and peace. 
These concepts of the Jewish Prophetic 
tradition which ordinarily have been re­
spected as utopian and messianic appear 
now in the light of current events, as 
priorities of realistic statesmanship in 
the envisagement of tomorrow. 

5. It is also an opportunity to edu­
cate the public mind to recognize that 
just as in the Jewish Prophetic envisage­
ment of a good world, the rehabilita­
tion of Israel was posited as an in­
tegral part of the world's rehabilitation, 
so in our day the blueprints for to­
morrow must provide for the rehabili­
tation of the Jewish people. It is be­
ginning to be discerned that the Jewish 
problem is not only a factor in national 
and international equilibrium, but that 
the kind of justice which is meted out 
to the Jew is a touchstone of the genu­
ineness of justice in its international 
complexion. 

This theme will have to be brought 
into the councils where peace aims and 
the pattern of the reconstructed world 
are being deliberated. Serious discussions 
are being conducted by Christian re­
ligious bodies in their recognized fed­
eral associations. The voice of the Syna­
gogue, through its federal rnunterpart, 
the Synagogue Council of America, will 
have to register in the formulation of 
religious public opinion in America 
touching the post-war world. 

6. Because war intensifies patriotic na­
tional consciousness, the religious school 
and the pulpit have an especially favor­
able opportunity to make the Jewish 
adult as well as the child, conscious of 
the Jewish part in the making of 
America, economically, militarily, cul­
turally, and spiritually. It is a noble, 
stirring story, too little known. This is 
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the time to popularize it among young 
and old. 

7. Because war knits a closer sense 
of local community fellowship, Syna­
gogue auxiliaries, the Sisterhood, Men· s 
Club, and young peoples' groups, have 
an especially favorable opportunity to 
help make the energies of every man 
and woman count in the building of a 
better community. Needless to say, 
American Synagogues will be found 
eager to make every possible provision for 
the comfort and recreation of men in the 
fighting forces, both by their contribu­
tions to the United Service Organizations 
and their own hospitality to men in the 
.fighting forces. Beyond this dramatic and 
therefore appealing form of service, how­
ever, are the routine, day by day social, 
civic, philanthropic needs which must be 
taken care of, if the community is to re­
tain its strength and power. These will be 
in danger of neglect, as the more imme­
diate and more dramatic appeals press 
forward. The Synagogue has the responsi­
bility of keeping people mindful of all the 
needs, routine as well as special. War­
time offers the opportunity to educate 
the public mind on what factors go 
to make and keep a community strong. 

8. There is one other opportunity 
which confronts and challenges the Syna­
gogue in wartime, the oft-invoked and 
little practised slogan of Jewish unity. 
War is of necessity a unifier in the life 
of the American people. Will it also 
prove to be a unifier in the life of Ameri­
can Jewry? Alas, the evidence so far does 
not indicate that the war crisis has brought 
the main segments of American Jewry 
closer together than they have been be­
fore. Perhaps it is because the American 
war is still young and its compulsions 
have not yet registered in the mind and 
soul of our people. 

Let it be said, however, for the Ameri­
can Synagogue, that already prior to the 
war the religious groups within the Syna-



gogue have demonstrated a greater dispa­
sition to unity than has been apparent 
among the lay groups. The Synagogue 
Council of America is the symbol of that 
disposition. Weak, frail vessel though it 
be, it yet does contain the Orthodox, Con­
servative and Reform elements, lay and 
Rabbinical, and does occasionally speak 
in their name touching their joint inter­
ests, which means, touching Judaism as 
a whole. It is the more noteworthy be­
cause religious differences are usually con­
sidered as being the most irreconcilable 
differences and because there is quite a 
history of controversialism in the Ameri­
can Synagogue. Even if it be only as a 
symbol, the Synagogue Council of Ameri­
ca is a unique phenomenon. In no other 
country where there are such large, well­
organized differentiated groupings, is 
there an overall Synagogue organization 
within which the leaders of the several 
groups take counsel together , and oc­
casionally declare common objectives. 
This symbol can and should be endowed 
with strength. As we strengthen it, it will 
strengthen us. 

The war period should consolidate and 
increase the existing unity with the Ameri­
can Synagogue and make it a potent in­
strument, so that the Synagogue can, in 
turn, serve the nation the better. 

In the trying period which lies ahead, 
American Jews individually and Ameri­
can Israel as part of the general American 
community, will need all the ,spiritual re­
sources which the Synagogue can make 
available. In order, however, to fulfill 
their maximum capacity to serve, Syna­
gogues must have the financial support 
and the active affiliation of the preponder­
ant number of American Jews. It remains 
to be seen whether Synagogue affiliation 
and support may not become one of the 
first war casualties. Will membership dues 
and other forms of Synagogue support 
withstand the increasingly burdensome 
government tax program? It remains to 

be seen whether new members will flock 
to the Synagogue under the stress of war 
when more than ever Religion is a vital 
need in the life of the individual, the 
community and the state. Will American 
Jewry take cognizance of the fact that 
every Synagogue is a spiritual fortress? 

Too many Jews in our generation have 
given the Synagogue "the absent treat­
ment." Against those who have been im­
partially indifferent to all community en­
terprises, the "know-nothings and the do­
nothings" in Jewish life, a broader con­
demnation is called for, than the province 
of this charge permits. It is to those Jews 
who have given a good account of them­
selves in other phases of communal life 
but who have eschewed the Synagogue, 
that this criticism and appeal are address­
ed. They should come back to the "alma 
mater," the Synagogue from which every 
noble Jewish activity has stemmed. 

Perhaps it is something more than an 
argument "pro domo" to assert that the 
Synagogue is not getting "a square deal" 
at the hands of large and influential sec­
tions of American Jewry. 

That many areas of Jewish activity 
which had been mothered by the Syna­
gogue should have grown away from it, 
is not to be wondered at. The develop­
ment of independent status by Fed­
erations of Jewish Philanthrophies, Jew­
ish Welfare Funds, Jewish cultural 
movements, Zionist organizations, fra­
ternal bodies, and Jewish "defense 
organizations", was necessitated by the 
rapid growth of these needs and by 
the general tendency toward specializa­
tion. But the Synagogue could and should 
have remained the fountainhead, recog­
nized, respected, espoused and supported 
as such by the specialists, except for the 
small fringe of anti-religionists who on 
principle would have nothing to do with 
organized religion. And the Synagogue, 
through its spokesmen and representa­
tives, should have been accorded a place 
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and a voice in the conduct of Jewish af­
fairs in the community on the theory that 
nothing Jewish is alien to its scope. 

In actual practice, however, the special­
ists, in all too many instances have either 
ignored the Synagogue or disdained it, 
except when they needed its help to soli­
cit funds. If a rabbi has been summoned 
to leadership in one or another of the so 
called secular organizations, it has been 
usually not because he was a Rabbi but 
in spite of it. 

To what extent are the heads and the 
executives of the great network of Ameri­
can Jewish organizations, local as well as 
national, affiliated with the Synagogue, 
helping to strengthen it in their com­
munities, urging that its voice be heard 
in their councils? 

The question may be left open. Surely 
there is enough reason to raise a reason­
able doubt as to whether too much of 
the leadership of American Jewish life, 
locally as well as nationally, has not been 
entrusted into the hands of men who 
"have forgotten the rock out of which 
they have been hewn." There is reason 
to challenge the credentials of Jewish 
leaders whose attitude toward Judaism 
is indifferent and whose attitude toward 
the Synagogue is aloof. On the other 
hand, it should be said that the Syna­
gogue, on its side, must be free of blame, 
that it must be so alive to the needs of 
the time, so democratic in its constituency, 
so accessible financially, and so inclusive 
in its platform that men can find within 
its walls the stimulation for a full Jewish 
life, a fountainhead for the main stream 
of Jewish living, a tree of life for those 
who would cling to it. 

It is indeed a strange anomaly that 
when confronted with the challenge to 
define the term Jew, some of the Syna­
gogue-abstainers violently insist that the 
term is a religious designation. Why don't 
they, even if only by nominal affiliation 
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with a Synagogue, demonstrate that the 
term Jew is a religious commitment? 
Where are their religious credentials? Is 
it possible that they are living on "un­
earned capital?" 

There are many who do not find it 
possible to subscribe to pigeonhole defi­
nitions. Who, however, will gainsay that 
whatever else the Jew may be, his primary 
distinction is his religion, his original con­
cepts of "Kedoshim tih'yoo", "Kiddush 
Ha-Shem", "Kadshenoo b' mitzvoseho", 
and the "Kingdom of God on earth?" 
Who can gainsay that Zionism would 
mean more to the Jew and would be 
better understood by the Christian, if 
infused with the spirit of the Synagogue, 
that fraternalism, culture, philanthropy, 
would mean more to the Jew and be bet­
ter understood by the Christian, if in­
fused with the spirit of the Synagogue, 
nay, that the Jew altogether would mean 
more to himself and would be better un­
derstood by the Christian, if infused with 
the spirit of "the Synagogue? 

Let us beware against the temptation 
to sublimate the solid necessity of self­
criticism, however, unpleasant, into a va­
poring wrath against unmannerly, self 
anointed critics. 

If we must be engaged in fighting anti­
Semitism, let us fight it with the best 
weapon we have, namely, loyalty to the 
religious heritage of the Jew, with its 
ethical code and its cautions against fall­
ing prey to the abominations of our 
neighbors at their worst, as we are 
warned in our Seri pture, "Ye shalt not 
be contaminated by the things by which 
the peoples have been polluted whom I 
have driven forth before you." 

Let the American Christian who is in 
largest part, Church-minded, know that 
the Jew is in largest part, Synagogue­
minded. 

Most of all, of course, we need the Syn-



agogue not so much for any ulterior mo­
tives but "lishmah", for its own inherent 
value in making Jewish life worth living, 
yet the other considerations provide an 
inescapable urgency. 

The primacy of the Synagogue must 
become reestablished in American Jewish 
life to a point where a Jew cannot be 
considered as being "in good standing" if 

• 

he is not affiliated with a Congregation. 
Religion has been the first and still is the 
best credential of our people. 

In short, American Jewry needs the 
Synagogue for its inherent spiritual en­
richment, for its good' name, and not least, 
for the power it can derive from the Syna­
gogue to make its best contribution to our 
nation at war . 



J y Group of Representa.tives of Jewish Religious Or;~anizations 
~ ~ .... Constituting the Synegogue Council of America 

Made to the Leadership of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
January 6, 1943 at Federal Council Offices 

Jews are not the only victims of the Hazi blight. The Jewish people feels 
the tragedy of all the other victimized peoples of Europe. If comparisons in suffer­
ing may be dra~m, it is, however, fair to say that no people has suffered as much as 
the Jewish people. Hitler has already destroyed 40i of the Jews under his domain, 
and has marked the remainder for extermination. 

One must distinguish between the long range program and the immediate 
program of alleviation. Concerning the long ran6e program involving the position 
of Jews in post\'!ar Europe, immigration opportunities in various lands, and the 
special dispensation with regard to Pe.lestine, there should be a full conference 
between these two groups at some other time in the near future. 

At the present moment it is the immedia.te objectives which should receive 
our consideration. 

Immediate help can be extended in three possible directions: 1. Food 
for Jews in Poland. 

The instance of Greece offers an analogy. Food is being brought into 
Greece under an arrangement supervised by the International Red Cross which sees to 
it that the food reaches the starving Greeks and is not confiscated by the Germans. 
Cenpdian grain is shipued to Greece in Swedish bottoms. Jews in Poland at present 
receive a fraction of the meager food rations which are available to the general 
population. Hun ~er deaths are common. It is a problem in which the cooperetion of 
our State Dep~rt :nent end the International Red Cross are indispensable. Once their 
cooperation is secured the cooperation of the Joint Distribution Committee ·and other 
J E: \' 1ish bodies \•1ould no doubt be forthcoming. In all probability the relief would 
:::E administered on a non-sec tP-rian basis. 

The Federel Council of Churches can use its moral influence toward this 
end, with the State Department and the International Red Cross. 2. ~vacuation of 
children and possibly adult s from Nazi lands. 

~ven the bare possibility that Germany itself may be persuaded to release 
numbers of Jewish children ought to be explored. Toward that end the intercession 
of neutral countries and of the International Red Cross might be of some avail. It 
is not unlikely that requests to Germany from Sweden, Turkey, Sv·itzerland, Spain 
and Portugal, may not go altogether unheeded. 

The likelihood of the evacuation of children and possibly adults is greater 
in the case of such countries as Rumania, Hungary and Bulgaria which still have a 
fr~ment of self-government. There is a rePson to believe that such possibilities 
in these countries exist. There are e,lso at present in France, thousands of 
children who just before the German occupation were about to receive immigration 
opportunities to Caneda and the United States. In order that these possibilities 
may be realized, it is necessary that neutral countries such as those above mentioned 
be willing to do two things: 

a) offer temporary refuge to the evacuees. 
b) fa.cilitate the transit of those ~:ho have visas for permanent destina­

tions. There are at present 8500 certificates for children and several thousand for 
adults to go to Palestine, as well as thousands of certificates for children to come 
to the United States. 

The Federal Council of Churches can use its moral influence with some of 
t hese neutrel countries, especially those where the Protestant Faith is predominant. 
l i kewise the ~ood office of the Internetional Red Cross need to be enlisted. 

3. Permanent settlement opportunities for refugees end evacuees. 

a) United States ) England, being the closest to the continents of 
) .l!IUrope, would be the most accessible at the present 

b) Canad.a ) time. lievertheless, Canada and the United States 
) should make the offer of asylum in larger measure 

c) 1ngland ) than heretofore. 

The Federal Council of Churches can use its moral influence first, with 
our own governm6nt, and secondly with Canada, and with England, where its contacts 
are excellent, especially with the clergy. 

c) Palestine. 

Palestine ia a chapter in itself because of the special part it has played 
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as chief refugee and home for the reflJ€8es since 1933. Because of the character 
of the Jewish communit7 in Palestine and because of the nature of its agricultural 
cooperatives making possible the absorption of large numbers without straining the 
social economy, Palestine presents the most hopeful opportunities for the permanent 
settlement of refugees and evacuees, both children and adults. Hadassah, which in 
its Youth Aliyah program, has developed an outstandingly effective administration 
of this problem, the United Palestine Appeal, and to an extent, the Joint Distribu­
tion Committee, are cooperating now and would be ready to cooperate in larger 
measure, in dealing with increased possibilities. 

Two difficulties, however, need to be overcome. First, is the unreadiness 
of neutral countries to facilitate transit. For example, Turkey permits transit 
for only fifty children at one time. Second, is the unreadiness of England, the 
Mandatory over Palestine, to sanction the immigration of large numbers of children 
and adults, - witness the tragedies of the S. S. Patria and the S. S. Struma. Even 
under the restrictive White Paper policy, larger Jewish immigration into Palestine 
can be allowed, provided the numbers are chargeable against the total for which 
the White Paper provides. Economically the immigrants would be very useful for 
the United Nations war effort in Palestine todey, where there is a shortage of 
manpower in agriculture and industry. 

The Federal Council of Churches can use its moral influence toward this 
end, both with the United States Government which is becoming increasingly interested 
in the Near East, and with British circles. 

4. Efforts to Curb Nazi Program of Extermination of Jews. 

In the belief that no effort should be spared, however remote its change 
of success may be, to curb the Nazi program of extermination, it is · suggested that 
the announced policy of the United Nations to hold the guilty to account, be im­
plemented without delay by the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry. It is 
suggested that such a commission invite the cooperation of a Jewish Advisory Body. 

Toward this end the Federal Council of Churches can help by sending a 
delegation of its representatives to the State Department and if possible to the 
President. Such a delegation would convey the solicitude of Protestant America 
for the plight of the Jewish people, and would at the same time propose any of the 
above mentioned suggestions which it might deem appropriate. 

Similarly the Federal Council might seek a conference with Ambassador 
Winant who is here now, in order to convey the above, to him and through him, to 
the United Nations whose seat is in London. 

5. Consultation with Herbert Lehman to urge that his organization do 
whatever may be possible, in connection with any of the above proposals, which ma_y 
fall within the scope of his organization. 

6. Educating Protestant public opinion to an appreciation of t~e Jewish 
tragedy and of available measures of alleviation. 

The facts themselves are not as widely known as they should be; and even 
where the reports have been read they are not accepted as reliable, being regarded 
by many as "atrocity stories.'' Therefore the recent memorandum submitted to the 
President by the leading .American Jewish organizations and having the authentica,.. 
tipn of the State Department, needs to be brought to the attention of the Protestant 
clergy and congregations through.out the land. This the Federal Council of Churches 
can do, accompanying the statement of the facts with a statement of its resolutions 
adopted in Cleveland amplified by a summary of its program in implementation of 
those resolutions. 

A special Sund~ set aside in Protestant Churches tor the discussion of 
this theme, and special pr9¥ers on that occacion, would enlighten the Protestant 
constituency on the facts of the tragedy as well as on possible means of alleviat­
ing it, would secure the attention of the local press, and would indicate to 
government circles that there is a substantial public opinion backing such steps 
as it might contemplate taking toward the alleviation of the problem. 
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A RABBINICAL CONVOCATION OF PRAYER AND J,.IOUHUING ON BEHJJJF OF 
THE VICTIMS OF RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS PERSECTTION IN E. ROPE 

CONDUCTED BY THE NEW YORK BOIJiD OF JEYJISH MINISTERS, 
in compliance with the Proclamation of the 

' 1. 

2, 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

s. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

synagogue Council of ~unerica 

Time 

Place 
--
--

Monday, May 24th, at 10:30 

Congregation Shenrith 
Israel, 99 Centrnl Park 
West, New York City 

'p ROG RAM . 

Tiku Shofar (chant) Rabbi Israel Goldfarb 
Followed by sounding of Shofar 
Invocation .. Rabbi David De Sola Pool 

Address - Rabbi Joseph H. Lookste i. 

Responsive Reading - Rabbi J. x. Cohen 

Unison Reading - Rabbi Elias Solomon 
Psalm 20 
Address - Rabbi Israel Goldstein 

Shomar Yisroel (chant) - Rnbbi Joseph Gerstein 

Responsive Reading - Rabbi Joseph Sara.chek 

Address - Rabbi Stephen SQ Wise 

Unison Reading - Rabbi Louis r. Newman 
Psalm 23 
El Molay Raohamin - Rabbi David De Sola Pool 
(chant) 
Kaddish - Rabbi Bernard Drnchman 

Benediction - Rabbi Max Raisin 

• * 

NOTE: 
"Siman Avelue" buttons prepared by the Synagogue 

Council will be distributed~ They may be obtained in 
quantity :from the offi~e of the Ccrumi ttee fo1· Emergency 
Intercession, 607 w~st 161 Street, New York (price 5t) 
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Rabbi Ahraa Opher, Seoretar;y 
_ ",-ttee tar Emer ency Intercesaion 
Synagogue Oo•.moil or Aaenca 
607 est 161st St. 
New ark, N.Y. 

ll dear Ra b1 Ophera 

Thank you for ot.ar kind letter ot 1 7. 

• 

Bocauaa of - absence from the c1 ty, ard :'/ otber 
dut1ea, I· ve delayed sending the manuscript ot 
tha address which I had broadc"st on p 7. I am 
enoloeing a copy or the adt rus here ith. 

1th 11 good •. ishee, I r81M1n 

Ver cordial~ yoilrB, 

AHSallt 
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t The 6llilc ume lbown In tbe date line OD telesrama ud clay lettaw. STANDARD TUIB-at paia of oripa. Time o1 ncelpt la STANDARD TUOa paiat of~ 

HW22 NL =NEWYORK NY OCT 9 5 
RABB I ABBA HI LL EL SIL VER ,THE TEMPLE= 

:£AST 105 ST AND ANSE L RD= 

URGE YOU AS S IGNER OF JO INT STATEMEN T TO TELEGRAPH 
YOUR SENATOR PO INT ING OU T THAT ·CONNALLY RESO LUTION 

OW BEFORE THE SErlATE AVOID PROV I S I ONS Dl~ECTED IN 
PO INTS 2 AND 5 OF THE CATHO LIC JEW ISH AND PROiES TAN T 
DECLARA TION O.l WORLD PEACE , NAME LY INTERNA TI ONA L 
GUARAN TEE RIGH TS ALL RACES AND CREEDS , ESTABLISH~EN T 
INTERNAT IONAL LAW , GUARANTEE FULFIL LMEN T IN TERNAT IONA L 
OBLfGA TI OMS , INSURE COLLECT I VE SECUR IT Y Y Ll ,! JT ING AND 
PER AANEN T CON TRO L OF ARMAMENTS , COMPULSORY ARB IT RA TI ON OF 

CON TROVERS IES WITH USE OF ADEQUATE SA CTIONS , WHICH 
WE CONS I DER THE Ml 1 f rlUM ESSEN TI ALS FOR ENDURING PEACE . 

IT IS VIT AL THAT YOUR SENA TORS VO TE FOR EVERY AMENDMEN T 
THA T STRENGTHS AND CLAR IFIES THESE PO INTS. THE TI ME 
IS SHOR T, IF WE WAN T JUS T PEACE , WE MUS T ACT NOJ= 

DR ISR AEL GOLDS TEIN 
SY AGOGUGE COUNC IL OF A.JER ICA . 

.,.. OOIIPAHT WILL APPWIAD auooanox• l'IIOII ft'II PATIIONI OONClllllffllG 1ft ..... 



LABOR DAY I.IBSSAGE OF TIIE SYUAGOGUE COUNCIL OF Af:IERICA 

The approach of Labor Day will al3ain foc11s public attention upon 
Labor's contribution to the weal of our society as Tiell as upon its 
rights and responsibilities in a just social order. Thi~ year parti­
cularly, when our nation is encaged in a crucial struggle for its 
life and its way of life, recognition of the place and value of Ameri­
can workers in the defense of our lives and our liberties will be 
especially keen. 

Like the Protestant Church and the Catholic Church, the Synagogue 
counts large nur.1bers of workors in lts ranks. 

The Synagogue Counci 1 of Ameri. ca, v,hi ch represents organized 
Judaism in America and enbraces national organizations of Rabbis and 
Congregations, Orthodox, Consorvatlve and Reform, takes this occasion 
to address a Labor Day message to the Jewish Labor Committee which 
represents organized Jewish Labor in America., and throuGh it, to the 
larger circles of American Labor. 

Rabbinical or6anizations in America, in coMmon with Protestant 
and Catholic bodies, have on numerous occasions declared view.., on the 
rights of labor which have reflected a social consciousness rooted in 
Biblical tradition and American democratic idoalisn. 

"A moral order in industry must achieve the betterment of socie­
ty as a 'Jvhole above all else" ... rt The wealth of the •1norld should be 
used socially. Nor has any i11dividnal the ric;}1t to own without social 
responsibility what all h3.ve created and v,hat all must use" .. "The 
same rights of organization which rest with employers rest also with 
those whom they employ" .. "Onl:r a cooperative econoiny which has for its 
objective the enrichrrient of all rath..,r thn.n profit for a few, -only 
such an economy can be rnora.l, can elevate man, and can function success­
fully." 

These are ch~racteristic expressions culled from a considerable 
record dealing with general principles and specific app lications which 
represent not merely the views of individual RR.bbis but the delibera­
ted resolutions of large representative Habbinical bodies in America, 
in convention assembled. In many instances these views have antici­
pated by decades the progressive laws and policies which have come to 
be established and integrated in the A.mcrican way of life. 

The Synagogue Council takes note of Labor Day this year as a 
milestone of progress in the developreent of industrial democracy as 
part of the Ar.1erican pattern which r8jects tho dictatorship of any 
class. 

The Nazi -Fasci st threat of world do~ination which menaces the 
rights of labor as well as the rights of religious v,orship according 
to the dictates of conscience, is our common peril. Tho concentration 
camp and the firing squad have martyred countless champions of the 
free spirit of man . To do all that is humanly possible to remove that 
menace, is our common challenge. 

The Synagogue Council would have Labor Day this year serve as an 
occasion for the American people in all walks of life to dedicate the 
work of hand and brain, and tho resources of talent, energy and sub­
stance to America 's part in the war bein0 wn.gcd to the end that civil­
ization's progress shn.11 not be destroyed. 

The Synagogue Council would have Labor Day invoke the forward 
vision of American leadership and stQtesmanship looking to a new 
world to be achieved throu gh the victory of the United Nations, in 
which men shal 1 enjoy t~1e fruit of their labor in peace, in human 
dignity and in fr eedom . 

The Synagogue Council c1lls upon its Rs.bbis and Congregations 
throughout the land to dwell upon the theme of Labor Day in their 
prayers and in their sermons. 

RABBI ISTIAEL GOLDSTEIN 
President 
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(Representing 1300 O~tl odnx, 

The advent of Rosh Hashan~:, the Jewish lew Year, bids the 

Jew turn to reflection and analysis touc~ing himself and the world in 

which he lives. The sound of the Shofar (ram's horn) calls him Godward. 

Repentance, Prayer, and Righteousness, is the threefold theme of this 

season of High Holy Days. 

Basic to the progress of civilization is conscience. In the 

light of conscience we examine ourselves nnd the world. The dignity of 

man, the sanctity of human life, honor, truth and justice, have been 

violated by the powerful hosts of god.lessness in our time. Yet we have 

all sinned in some measure. Our generation has uermltted the forces of 

evil to become exalted. Now at last, these destructive forces are being 

successfully challenged. 

Rosh Hashanah calls for Penitence. The cala~ity of war is not 

an accidental evil, but is an evidence and consequence of human failure 

to live up to the law of God. The present hour calls for humility and 

repentance, for an earnest inquiry into the evils that have generated 

this war. 

Rosh Hashanah exhorts to Prayer. Faced with the most powerful 

hosts of evil which have ever menaced religion and civilization, we need 

the strength which comes from earnest prayer. Let our prcyers be not 

only for the safety and well-being of ourselves ~nd of our country, but 

for humanity 1 s salvation. 

Rosh Hashanah calls for Righteousness. Personal righteousness, 

national righteousness, ~nd international righteousness, is the way of 

life in which salvation lies. Any state which denies to human beings J 

the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, violates the 

Law of God. "Swords can be beaten into ploughshares" only "when every 

man shall sit under his vine and. fig tree and none shall make him afraid". 

The safeguarding of the common interests of humanity are the foremost 

charge upon the international order. Mny our great Democracy, the 

United States of America, prove equal to the responsibilities of world­

wide magnitude which devolve upon it, both in the winning of the war and 

in the building of the peace to follow. 

In the Rosh Hashanah moo~ the Jew envisages his own present 
affliction in the light of the world's tragedy, and links his r.ope for 
ti~ 0wn future with the hope for mankind's future. 

~ay the New Year ~ring us closer to the inevitable victory of 
freetQm's cause, closer to lasting peace and closer to the realization 
~f Co~•s ?ingdom on earth. 

Rabbi Israel Goldstein, President 



Thirty Five Governors SPnd Rosh Hash~nab Greetings 
Throufsh the Synn.gogJ.e Cc t.1ncil uf J~~rr1e r -.i.ca 

The governors of Arka~sas, Ar~ zona, California, Colorado, Con­

necticut, Florida, Georgia, tdnho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, 

Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Misaouri, Montana, Nebraski 

Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New Yo ~k, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, Rhode Islnnd, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, and 

Washington have addressed Rosh Hashanah greetings to the Jewish citizens 

of their States respectively and to the Jews of the United States, 

according to an announcement by Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of the 

Synagogue Council of .At~arica. 

It is the first time that the Chief Executives of the States, 

as a group, have conveyed such greetings on the occasion of the Jewish: 

religious New Year through the Synagosue Council, which represents the 

organized Jewish religious groups in America, embracing more than 1300 

Orthodox, Reform and Conservative Rabbis and Congregations. 

The following are characteristic excerpts from the Governors' 

Homer M> Adkins - Arkansas 
11 I thoroughly agree with those who contend tb.at in these trying da.ys for 
huma~i ty, when the Un i tee~ Nat 10na are on the 1-. .ef ~ne i ve to naf eg·Jal"l human 
rights, 1 t 1s incumbe:1 t upon all of us, r eg, ... rdl~ss of r a ~e or cr-~ea., to 
stand together in our com.'.i.on defense n:i l I i1ant yo1..~r peoplr3 to know that 
they have my good will and. the f;OOd. will o:t' every true .American." 

S!dney Po Osborn - Ari1,ona 
"I sincerely truot that the NAw ~ear will be the beginning of a time of 
the settlement of world strife, that paace be resto~ed to all mankind 
through the sucoess of the allies ~ho today ~age war t~at all men may 
enjoy the liberties guaranteed under the cons ti tut ion of our nation. it 

Culbert L , Olson California 
11 I join you in hoping and praying that the .. ew Year will bring peace, a 
peace based on tolerance and universal brotherhood," 

Ralph L~ Carr - Colorado 
"The lessons of tolera.?1ce and true brotherhood which are being taught 
by the agl;ressive activities of the enemies of humankind should bring 
the ,Jewish people an<i al 1 others into a closer relationship of unc.er­
standing and cooperation.« 

Robert A. Hurley - Connecticut 
"On this holy season you will gather in your tei!1ples and address your 
prayers to the Universal Father to thank Him for His rtercy and ask His 
bles s ing on your labor. You will mourn at this time f~r your brethren 
in r.w .. ny lands whose perse0ut1ons have been t.?1 thout pa~alle.l in the tragic 
history of the Jewish people and you will, I know. p~ay no~ only for 
victu:'Y and peace, but f ')r the da"v\·n of a day of hunan ·uro·t;J.er.hoo:. Yet 
this 8olemn hour should not be without its moment 0f f.Aep ~r a~J. sul9 ~hatt 
great good has come out of great sorrow. ''.l1he 9:;.ffe:'ings yov.'!" bret~.1ren 
have end~red has stirred t~8 ·1 onscl8nce of mankind and has helpc~ ta 
mold men of de~ency and good 1:111 of every race and clime in t o a mighty 
sword of justice. We of every faith and cJ.i~e are today united as nev~r 
befo!'e defendir.g the sa0red righ t.s ~f man ~ ·Ihua may we stE,nd. and. grow, 
linke~ in ccra.~on purpose, firm and res0lved to cr~ate a wor·ld where, in 
the ·-·!.:imortal word3 of a prop.r.et of old, whose teachings u·ew and Chris­
tian alike sha1'e, ·•naoh may live under his own vine and fig 8ree and 
none shall be afraid." 
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Spessard :J~ Hol:1 a . .1.d - Fl c:rida 
11 Ae our Jewish ne J.ghbcrG anrj f:- lenc.s app~"'oaci1 artotl~er N0w "Je;::.r i ~ J 8 

appropriate that 2_1:;_ of 1Js rr~- ·d.ea.io.1.te 01.i:r•sel-:,-~s to ~h8 ~ : ·c:'\1° ,0:·lr,-:: n1.as 
which have welded us i:1to c:ia p2 •:ipla in ,t Uni t~.::a :a·~ :c·n ., T:.t., (~_~"; :,.: ,:-f 
another fruitful yenr in a lo:--,g proccss~on since tho ai1c~~t;r,.t ~,:ci~1.:1s •J f 
Jewish culture commands the admiration of the civilized world~h 

Eugene Ta lmage Georgia 
11 My very best wishes to the Jewish people for their happiness and pros­
perity during the co~1ng year . I join t11em in the hope that the ·ew 
Year will find our country at peace," 

Chase A,. CD.ark Id&.ho 
11 As a state, Idaho er.. Joyed or~.?. of your ~)ccple as its Governor -- the 
late and revered Moo es Al ex;-~r.<er, ru~d tvP. J· 2 .r.e1 b~r 11::..m 1 i th pride ar- our 
wartime ,Jovernor o:f Wo"!":::..d W~: .. ~ 1" M&y the da·Nn of your New Year bring 
hope to your people in oppr·essed countries c;: 

Dwight H. Green IJ.lin0is 
"It 1s my earnest hope tr.at the Jews of e,:er:·r land may ultimately share 
fully in the freedom, Justice and tolera11ce for which America has always 
stood ·and for which she now has dra~:n :1e:w s tJo rd., 11 

Henry F. Schric~er Indiana 
11 The fight that began a6ainst rainority pcc,plGa has finally proved to be 
the vanguard of a world--wide strug~le agu.:i.n .... t humanity~ The bloody rec­
ords of recent history now snow the p&r:::1etrato:-s in their true light -­
shameless, Godless and ruthless. Soun the line of their attack will 
find its end, and the vengeance of the Creator will be visited upon 
these hate-bearing transgressors. Liberty-loving people of all denomin­
ations, determined in a common purpose, will in ti~e destroy the subver­
sive forces that have been for so long gnawing at the vitals of a free 
and peaceful people. To the children of Israel, I em indeed happy to 
extend my official and personal greetings on this New Year. ~ay the 
happier days to come reveal the truth in the prophec1es of the ancient 
Jewish sages, and may their blessed predlc tlons, forged out of centur­
ies of cumulative sufferings and privations, be tho comfort and solace 
to endangered and trampled men everywhere. 11 

George A. Wilson - Iowa 
"Greetings from the people of the ftrst free State of the American union, 
with soil dedicated from the first to human freedoM, and a citizenship 
whose loyalty to free institutions lills never wavered . The great and 
common peril has strengthened the bonds of unity throughout the world 
and fortified the will of all peaceful people to defend all the culture 
that has stemmed from your 5,703 years of walking 1n the ways of right­
eousness. More power to the Synagocue Council, to the affiliated bodies, 
and to all who in every land and under whatever banner, strike at pagan 
barbarism and resist the lust for domination. Faith, and team-work will 
win for liberty and independence." 

Sumner Sewall - MRine 
"Now we nre meeting the challenge to liberty not as Jew or Gentile, as 
races or creeds, but as men and women united in a world-wide crusade in 
which the brotherhood of free men is not merely talked about but is to­
being lived day after day by the peoples of the United Natione as they 
struggle a.nd sacrifice side by side. We should all work together in 
building the world of tomorrow; a world of increased opportunity for all 
men, a ~orld of peace in which friends shall say to friends many, many 
times, 'Happy New Year•." 

Herbert R. 0 1Conor - Maryland 
"Now, as never in America's history, must there be evidenced a spirit 
of true cooperation on the part of every person and every group of our 
people. The forces arrayed against us are so powerful and so ruthless 
that anything less than complete unity in evei-•y phase of the wnr effort 
might well prove dieastrous. For the people of Maryland I bespeak the 
fullest ~ppreciatio4 of the tribulations that have been suffered by Jew­
ish people th~,oughout the conquered countries of Europe. For the sake 
of our own millions, and to bring to an end this period of trial and 
so:--row through which these oppressed minor! ties have been passing, I 
vo:c ,~ 7ihe hope of all Marylanders that, by united patriotic action on 
all l:o·i~~ fronts to back up our gallant forces on the battle lines, we 
m~~r r·:- !.'1g to an end the reign of the misguided militarists who have 
sc.:,i~: ).,·. i Burope, and re-establish upon the earth the principles of free­
d.0·4 a.t/~ toleration whic!1. have been the archstones of American liberty 
and progress.," 
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Leverett Saltonstall - Massachu~etts 
"On this holiday of P..n sh tibS'!'lanc;;:1; we cannot forgE-'t the i deal fc:~~ .. 1.-l ... lc:1 

our forefathers h avA s ~~ugg.J.e<i a~d r.1a(ic ~-:a~:r~1. f:1_ccs , even of t::1=:.:-. .L-~9•:: ·:= ... 

No! We cannot forg et t .n.~t 1 c_3;-1.J_ if we 'l.!'." ~ t r-~ly .AT.e-r~_ cac ,i '.)!' t c.-.. ,;1; 1 o· -.-~-
present generation a r·e o-i•r ing ~t.3it· l"'tver. for th ... sa'.nc ~ al~S2., 

4 ;'-_!(- 1,~,v.:-1~~? 
shall 11 ve so long r::. s w~ be l.i t'Ve ir. t he dlgr. i -~y and div i :11 ty c,f. 2v ::--) .. Y 
man and so long as we l R~cr, i ~ free and spontnn9ous cooperation to 
make its blessings &v&ilable to all ~« 

Murray D. Van ~agoner - Michigan 
"The people of Mioh~f ~n r 8gar~less of r1ce or creed are united with you 
in the belief that aJ l ~en a ~e ~~d s~oulft be free and equal befor e Gode 
They a re proclaim j_:1g ·n-_ei:~ b 0J. ~.8f b:--' t 7.ei r· l nspl r ing wo r k in otlr gr eat 
war 1nc1.ustries, b y Jc h 3i.t• ,~ j 7J. l1an 8,ici ·i fi e: e s, ana. :,t1·0 1J.gh thai:c- son 8 1n 
unif-:>rmy We eztc.:!~l e_ i\;-,'lrm ha: ;.ci_clo.:~p t o t l~.e loy:tl 1ur.cr.t c~a.-~ s i :i t he ranks 
of J :;;wry who are uni t erl wl th :.. s j n wo!"·k a r~d prayer 2nd arJ:-tf idenc e that 
human fr ~edom and dig~ity will tri umph over t he elavemasters of Europe 
and Asia." 

Harold Eo Sta ssen - Minnesota · 
"I am sure that milJ. io~1s of yo u-r' • -=: llow .:\f:1€', r.Loa ~s . who are not of the 
Jewish faith, will join i 1lt.i:l J':) ·.~ Bj_ l sn~ _.Ly ln the i..1Payers of your hcly 
season, invoking C¾06. t8 t, ,.,i ng a --i c:H]. ~o uJ.1 -+:, 11•~.:r.J a~1d. oppr8 ss 1on and 
to hasten the day w:-:, en ~u s~1cA an( 1_)e<). oe r-rl.9_·1 l p re \',:tl l ,, It i n my fer­
vent hope that tha Jew Yer-,;" 1,~~-~l 1J1-·:.r:.c; ~o t r1e peop l b of I craE; l surcease 
from 1 ts trials an•~L ~.::,i l:t1.~H t1. Gn;;. ar,d t~iat all o't i..:.s w~_l l DP. ble s oe cl 
with courage and c0n 1' 1:-lnne e i o m3~ -:, ·t:1 e c.ha.l J.Gn~i i. g needs of our times 
and to labor with oth6i"' free r.1en and women everywhe1 .. e for the establish­
ment of a better world.;, 

Forrest C. Donnell - Missouri 
"The long history of pereecution whlch yout' people have endured and the 
noble patience and pers everance with which t hey have met mi sfortune 
through the centur~es entitle them to th8 a1~i r a tion an~ af f~c tionate 
regerd of the wo~lct. I hope the coming year will not only br l~g cheer 
and encourageQent to all who may read these lines but will r es ult in 
notable aa.vance toward pr•eservation and guaranty of humnn rights through-: 
out the nations." 

Sam C, Ford - Montana 
"From the foundations of this Republic the Jews have played an importantt 
part in the builc.ing of the country, a nd it has always meant much to 
ha~,e their g cod. wi ll and patriotic cco1, er at i on when the we:!.:t:'are of the 
Nation was ir..volvod. ., Bve1·y true Arneric2..;1 harbors the hope ~~h.1.t in time · 
the c~uel t ies t hat have been vi sited upor. them in other l ands may cease, 
ani that the unity which has characterized tl1eir participa~ i on in the 
American way of life may be a guide to countries that now oppress them. 11 

Dwight Griswold - Nebraska 
"This is certainly a tint: when all Ameri<!a tlS must be united and this 
involves a union of spirit as well as our material resources~ If we 
sacrifice sufficiently now, we will avoid many other sacrifices which 
might be forced upon us by a vietorious enemy," 

E.P. Carville - Nevada 
11 In Nevada we have many outstanding Jewish citizens and most of them are 
my gooQ personal frjends. I believe that at this time as never before 
a spirjt of unity shcula exist in our country and we can only hope thatr 
in time it will permeate through the entire world." 

Charles Edison - New J~rsey 
"The true s1gn1f1cane of this day should afford not only the members of 
your faith, bnt all of us, an oppor·tunl ty to fully appreciate the sign­
if i can~e of the contribution of Ju~aism to all the people of the world. 
Pres&n t d3.y e,·ents furnish a tangible example of the willingness and · 
the a.,:::te:-mination of the Jewish people to make the supreme s c1cr~f lee, 
if ncoesaary, in order that their way of life may be preserved from the 
forces of t yran~y and oppression. May the light of your faith continue 
to shine through the ages.« 

John E. Miles - New Mexico 
"In t hese crucial times there 1s more sadness than happiness among the 
J ew.:i.s~1 pccpJ. es of t he world, but we shall look forward hopefully to an­
oth~~ r ear t r i n~!ng better t idings not only for the Jewish people but 
f or a: 1

• r )E::cp~.es of t he wor ld , r.r:i.e celebration of the New Year is an 
ap:n··~Jc:~··.'.i l:.. La ce;cac :.on to re-pledg~ our efforts, our time and our money 
to t : .1.~ rurthei--ance of the fight for freedom and the hastening or that 
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day when the four freedoms as outlined by our great President will be 
restored to the conquer ad peopl e of the ear t i1. 1• 

Herbert H., L ehT:!lan - Jew York 
11 Since this Holy Day was l as t nel::b1·ated our 0ount ry has been plunged 
into the second world war, a war f ~~ t j 0 s u~v:val of civi liza~ion ~ We 
all see plainly now that the f ce8 of r elie;i J:1 u.re ~he f ces o:i."' :::.e :.•1oc·.:·acy .. 
America, dedicated to <}od and freed.om can n!ake no :)e~ce w3. t h r '-1lers w\.io 
deny physical and spiritual libe -r-ty to t hE":ir 01·.rn 01: 1-.) j cc t s c>:1d tc the 
freedom loving countries of the worl t ~ We r ealize t n~t t h~ 0au~ e of the 
enslaved and martyred peoples thro~gb out the wor l d; among whom ar e to 
be numbered millions of Jews, is in sober t .(':.lth OU::i."' cwn t: o::13s . N=tzlsJ!l 
and all its evils and their brutal f orceG m~st be utte~ly destroJ~d. 
Freedom, justice and security must o~ca more be r s s t or8d to the world. 
We must give ourselves to sacrificial conee~ret i on wi th all our de~er­
m1nat1on and enthusiasm to the war effor~, so t hat we !!lay have for .. ..; 1 tude 
and power for our task. We must turn to the inspiration of r eligi ous 
faith with ita message of truth and Justice and its vision of a brighter 
future 11 

• 
. rJohn Moses - North Dakota 

"Our America is the dream, the hope and the prayer of the world. May 
her perpetuation and her future welfare be uppermost in the hopes, the 
ambitions and the prayers of each one as the New Year is ushered in.u 

John w. Bricker - Ohio 
"United as we are to win the war, I am certain that with victory we will 
have a peace that will eliminate intolerance and persecution and will 
permit people of all religions and all creeds to live in harmony." 

Charles A. Sprague - Oregon 
"The whole world 1s indebted to the ancient Hebrews for their legacy of 
a purified religion and to modern Jews for their alert social conscience. 
Victims in some lands of cruelty and violence and in others of prejudice 
and discrimination, Jews naturally wonder what the future holds for 
them. ::. While I know that utter despair has at times driven Jews to self­
destruction the great majority are sustained by the same hope which has 
supported them in past centuries of trial. Now the security of minor­
ities is recognized as a prime objective of the foes of the axis powers. 
Though we gird the sword to put down the aggressor our final reliance 
must be on the spread of moral enlightenment. This is a task resting 
on leaders of all races, creeds and nations and is indispensable to 
avert social chaos." 

Arthur H. James - Pennsylvania 
"On the occasion of the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah . 5703, I am happy 
as Chief Executive of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to take this 
means of again extending greetings of the season to the Jewish citizens. 
Religious liberty and freedom of worship have always been a keystone of 
the Keystone State, and they wil!a~X~E=~ontlnue to be so. 0 

J. Howard McGrath - Rhode Island 
"On t~e threshold of a New Year millions of your co-religionists the 
world over look to America for reassurance and reaffirmation of binding 
promises and generous hopes born of a common liberty and a unity of 
destiny. True to our inheritance of opportunity which is dedicated to 
all races and all creeds, stronger because of the challenges that have 
been made against our way of life, we shall move steadfastly whatever 
the sacr1f1ce, firm in the belief that lasting victory must rest upon 
profession of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. 11 

R.M. Jefferies - South Carolina 
11 With every call that I have made for patriotic self-sacrificing service 
the Jewish people of this State have cooperated 100 percent. They be­
lieve in their country and they want to protect their freedom. I hope 
that before the date of another New Year for the Jewish people this 
dreadful ·war may have been concluded by a complete victory for the Dem­
ocracies, and in the peace that follows I know that the Jewish people 
will continue to render unlimited patriotic service to their State and 
Nation." 

Harlan J. Bushfield - South Dakota 
"May unity prevail in all creeds throughout this nation, so that the 
great peril which has been thrust upon us and the entire world will soon 
be over and peace can again be restored. 
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Prentice Cooper - Tennessee 
"It is with pleasure tllnt I send cr·eet:ings z.nd best wishes to thA Jewish 
people of the United States upon the occasion of the Jewish New Year(' ti 

Arthur B. Langlie - Washington 

"The humanitarian work which has been carried on to mn.intain the life 
and hope of large sections of the Jewsih people in many other pu~t~ 0f 
the world who were the fir st victims of the Axis assault upon fr0c<iom· 
will be our continuing concern. Whatever our so.:..,·al or racial orig1n 
our religious beliefs, all of us in these United States today are united 
to fight for that freedom which guarar1tces us llfb, liberty and the pur­
suit of happiness." 

In his resp~nse to the Governors• Rosh Hashanah greetings , 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, Presiu.ent of the Synugobu0 \j ounc11, said: 

"We accept your expression of gooc.will and friendship with 

more than formal acknowledgmen~. Your utterance is expressive of the 

spiritual bond which unites Chrirtian and J ew in the American fellow­

ship as fellow-builders and fellow-defenders of our democracy, pledged 

with our lives to safeguard it from all harm. As the sons and daugh­

ters of American Israel go to their Synagogues on Rosh Hashanah to 

utter their prayers and their hopes for the new year in their religious 

calendar, they will rededicate themselves to the principles an pur-
1 

poses which underlie both our American and our Jewish heritage ." 




