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2101 Lenox Road 
Cleveland Heights, o. 

November 1, 1934 

Dr. A.H. Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I was very sorry that I disturbed you this 
morning, and I am sure that you were aware or the subject 
matter concernin~ which I wanted to speak. -r regret ex­
ceedin~ly that I shall be unable to meet with you on 
Friday afternoon, but you will recall that I spend the 
week ends in Lima or Sandusky, Ohio. 

This morning the Plain Dealer announced 
the election of Rabbi Feuer to Toledo, Ohio. I have no idea 
of your plans ror the future but beg to remind you of the 
fact that I am in Cleveland fron Monday through Thursday of 
each week, and if you would care to call upon me, I should 
be more than delighted to serve you in any way possible. It 
goes without saying that I should be more than delighted, if 
you consider me capable, to rece i ve your consideration for a 
permanent appointment. 

Will you be so kind as to grant Me an 
interview any day next week. 

Respectfully yours, 
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~ bi lver, 
c/o he e ple , 

1 eve 1 n ~ , O' i o . 

- )t:, 1 ve r , 

~ABBI ALEXANDER SEGEL 
7'3 SOUTH PERSHING AVENUE 

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA 

ove ber 4, 1 34. 

T h ve ·tst learne tn t Rabbi 
e er , the assistant-ra of he Te ple" as 

acce_ te the _o e o pulp t, an ·shing to be 
con idere for the vac ncy, c to Jrc ent the 
fol ::>win· ta to a· your co . t ..,ee .... n 
ecis_on. 

1. h e ple Be h _sr .e of ___ , n 
the decade previo 0 c , a ne ra 
el ost every e r . ccep the _o 
p lpi t, t u h 1 t r t· a· 1 e 
at t e t.:. e , o t st- rad ate 
studies .. l ~ .., ro o le e of 

ognat s a so at the v. 
an a. _ t er I c p 1 et 

c)urses • t f. e en an 
..... ,lLtc t • o. s ell as i istra t 

yself to ss.tme respons·b 1 
.uc tion. 
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RABBI ALEXANDER SEGEL 

713 SOUTH PERSHING AVENUE 

YORK, PE N N S YLVANIA 
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' RABBI CARL I. MILLER 

HELENA, ARKANSAS 

Nov, 5, 1934. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I have been informed that Rabbi Feuer 
has received and accepted a call fro~ ConprePation 
Shomer Emunim in Toledo, Ohio. Doubtlessly you re p 1 an­
ning to fill his position in the ne~r future and v0u 
are considerinp possible successors to Feuer. 

ay I sub · it ~y na~e to you for conslner­
ation in this matter. t is ne dless to state ta vour 
careful attention to hhis application w11 1 he rreatly 
appreciated by me. 

itt kindest personal rerards, I am 

inc ere ly :,ours, 



RABBI DAVID MAX EICHHORN 

_ ·=tbbi Abb .iillel ~ilver 
Cleveln , 0 io 

01 .uOC'..lSt ut e 

ol 

I 1 ve j t bee informed th::i.t L bbi ~ e e ·1ill ter­
~ inate , in t.1e ne. f J.t .tre, his co ectior vitl ,/o ·.1r con­
g e n. ior . I •,Ti Sri , t erefo e, to ke application for 
t e 1)0sition 11ich ·,ill be left v c .. n t b Iabbi ie er's 

departure . 

Ins ea of .)resenting n ,, 1tobiogra 1 .cco·i1t 
of lalific~.tions for the ....... osi tion, I ending 
he evith t,o statements conce ni ~B mysel r·tten 
by Dr . J orgenstern and the other an e cer the 
opring ield ( ass . ) 11 ..... ep ·\)lice n." I ·n y dd that · I ·ae.s 
selected for the position for 1hich .Dr . ·:or e s ter rec ­
o ended me , b t 1as forced to rlecli e beca se o~ t~e 

ina eq.1acy of the salary offered. 

I s1all gl .dly f rnish any f rther info mation or 
co e c,, iors t11. t M y be esire • Yo· r co --s i e .tio 

n.n ssist0..nce in t ..... is nat er -.·10!.lld be g. e tly ap preci -

ted. 

incerely yo rs , 

David .:"l.x .J; ich .. orn 



(:~xtr ct fro le e ··;r it ten b .. • ·orge1s er , October 17 , 1934) 

II I lso reco r1end i b. .... a .. 1 l v i ...... X ,ic·1· or 
' 

a te 0 the 
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Il l S e s y e e . 

D1ring t J.e yea follovi if-" g-- d C ti 0 ,le C l d on te Rt 

dies re , nc in c or j ·:1nc ti on there-rri t rle did uOCi 1 ervice v1or • 

lf ·1e as ini stere to t e ue or 

c0ngre· tio i i e l d , 1 s s . , an ·1ere di E xcel::..e t -,or 1n 
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1 1o~ c i le or t· t con reg t ~o. to co1ti lle . t • as 01 ly • r1,. 

t · e la f e 1 vie e.'s , ollo r;i 1 c:; t le clo e of t ... e r e ceLt -i £,: .''oly l rs , 

to close its doo s . .... 0 th.:.s re so c lO e d. 1 t c:. t rl bee".') se 

o: l,..c • of nbility , ::J bbi , i c 1horn is t present ·1i t ho·.lt p.1lp i t 
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1 t 1e efore sta•ri n ·vi th 
. 

1S '"',,.e1 ts . 1other C 11 . 

e i ~ L :,""O '..l. g 0 fi 1e erso lit~ 
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... i[.;h i e'1.. s , e ... r1 t , 
" 

Cr, '-'ble .r:c .. con sci enti o 1s in 11 1 .. 0 
, 

00 C" p e Ker , esn on-
• ' 

sib e t~ oro g1 t 1in er , 1 • exce le. t .,i ni st (;; tor . C 

1ot co en l to yo~l too i ·111"' • 240 l -'ic : 0 ~. i r'1 "'ie II 
• 
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THE TEMPLE 
CONGREGATION AN&HE HESED 

ERIE, PA . 

November 6, 1954. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Silver: 

Rabbi Gotthelf whom you met, quite casually, when 

you were here the other day, tells me he would like the posi­

tion of assistant rabbi in your congregation in place or 

Rabbi Peuer. He also asks me to write you a word to learn 

whether you will be good enough to give him a personal inter­

vie. I am reluctant to do so becau~e I know you rlll be 

pestered to death with similar requests. Hov,ever, I do not 

like to refuse a favor to a young man, especially one who ie 

so unfavorably pll!ced as he is. 

He is a graduate of the J.I.R. and for over a year 

hae been principal or the Talmm Torah and rabbi of the B'rith 

Sholom Congregation, an orthodox congregation. So far as I 
have heard, they are quite satisfied with his work and have 

recently re-elected him at a slight incr ase in salary. 

I know he will be grateful. for the interview. How­

ever, if you do not wish to have him come to see you I shBll 

quite understand it and not in the least resent your refusal. 

Your address at the Community Chest banquet made ·a 

splendid impression an greatly stimul~ted the workers. The 

campaign went over the top for the first time in eleven years. 

ith warm greetings to you and the family from both 

of us, 



c. Curricle. 
le. 

• \10 I eh ed., 

Gottl l!. _ 
1 tir ly out of 

to dis 1 \he 
I 

t of bbl 
ant t la 
• not el @I 

cc aor for Ra: bi eu r and 
m1.nd t th type of 
e t i being 

1 1 o d 1 • to you 
I r 1n 

V ry cordi lly yau. 1 

Al Sz K 



Co GREGATION BETH EL 

DETROIT 

Rai~i Ab,a Hillel SilTer 
Tm Temple 
CleTeland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

NoTember 7th, 1934 

You must be at this time thinkiq ot a 
successor tor Leon Feuer. I am tak:in& the liberty ot 
me.kin& a sUgcestion which you may be glad to haTe. I 
want to sugest to you the naae of Rab i DaTid Ce4arbawa1 
now Of Temple Beth El, :ensine, Kiahlg • I Jiaye an iaea 
that you would tind in ~Dbiedariaua a coneenial spirit. 
Be is a pupil of Dr. Benderly, and spent several years 

v 1f1 th the Bureau ot 1 wish Educati_o~ of New York. He is 
the author of w at was at that tiae a widely d1scusae4 
paper on "The Costs ot Jewish Education". Be is a tirst­
rate educator both in the fields ot school work and ot 
club work. Be is in addition an interesting a eaker. He 
is trequently called in :rroa Lansina o a reaa rce 
groups in Detroit. At lensinc he is heroically maintaininc 
a Tery small congregation. Hie talents aa an educator 
baye little opportunity tor exercise there. 

Baibi Cedarbawa baa been ooaiD£ in eTery 
Monday night to teach classes at our Beth El Colle1e ot 
Jewish Studiea. lie teaches the class in "Methods of 
TeachiD& in the Jewish Religious School", as well as the 
class in "The Sociology ot Jewish Lite", which ia a 
seminar on Kaplan' a "Judaiaa as a Civilization•, lluppin' a 
"The J'ew ill the Modern orld" 1 and sillilar work•• Be haa 
the M.A. de&ree. 

RaD~i Cedariawa•s address is Batel Downey, 
Lansin&, Miohican. Be is thirty years ot e and unmei:ried. 

Aa you 111.ght imacine, troa his association 
with Benderly be is thoroU&hly at hoaeJJ,l H,~r~w and in 
the entire ti~ld ot aodem Jen sh oiiliure. 1'e is a craduate 
of the Be rew UnioR Col.leae c la as ot 1933. 

1th kindest personal greetiD1 ■, I aa 

Sincerely your a 1 

Ba'bbi Leon lraa 
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OFFICERS .. DIRECTORS DIRECTORS 
0 . H , KIRWAN , PRESIOEhT 
F . G. KAHLE , VICE PRESIDENT 
H. L. LEILICH , VICE PRESIDENT 
H 0 . BENTLEY , VICE PRES .. ATT"T 
H l. SOLOMON , TREA S. &. GEN MGR 
J F . SOLOMON , SECRETARY 

AUTHORIZED CAPITAL FIVE MILLION DOLLARS 

Dr. A.H. Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 

ADDRESS REPLY TO 

Lima, Ohio, 
Nov. 16, 1934. 

Ansel Rd. & E. 105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am taking the liberty to address you con­
cerning our mutual friend, Rabbi Bernard . Dorfman. 
It has been our good fortune to have Rabbi Dorfman con­
duct services every other week for the past three years. 
I believe the Jewish community will unanimously agree 
that Rabbi Dorfman has conducted the most interesting 
services that it has been our pleasure to attend, and 
if an accurate attendance tally could have been kept it 
would be found that he has commanded the best attendance 
ever had at our Temple. This evidence would be con­
clusive. If I could praise Rabbi Dorfman for his 
interesting services, I could not find words to commend 
his work with our children at Sabbath School. Truly 

E R, CURT IN, J R 
J A HARLfY 
M HOFEL LER 
L F JENSEN 
M J MOONEY 
W J RENZ 
J W SPURLOC K 

he is accomplished. The children not only love him but 
respect him, and give him the maximum amount of attention. 
Both of our children were confirmed by Rabbi Dorfman. 
I envy them their training in religion and Je,ish 
history. It would be a loss to this Jewish coIIlinunity 
should Rabbi Dorfman be ass i gned to another pulpit. 
However, it is too bad that a man with his ability is 
forced to continue at the low compensation which is all 
we can afford. He should not be held back in t he work 
for hich in my opinion he is so well fitted. If there 
is anything that you can do to assist Rabbi Dorfman to 
better his situation, you would not only be doing some­
thing for him but something for our wonderful cause. I 
hope you will not think it was presumptuous of me to 
write you concerning Rabbi Dorfman, but I do want you 
to know just how I feel about him. 

·1th my personal regards, in which I am joined 
by my dear ·ife, whom you may remember as Jessie Simon 
of Cincinnati, I am, 

Sincerely, 

JFS/WS 



A. WEIXELBAUM 
1009 STATE STREET 

LIMA,OHIO 

November 19 1934 

Rabbi A.H.SilTer, 
Cleveland o. 

Dear Rabbi Silver;-

I have been informed that Rabbi Bernard Dorfman has made application for the position aa your assistant. 

Mr. Dorfman is now serving his third 7ear aa our bi-monthly Rabbi,and as much as we would dislike to dispense with his services, we do not wish to stand in hie way to advancement, and can heartily recommend him for the position he seeks. 

In our thirty years of Temple Activities we have never had anyone occupy our pulpit more satisfactory than he, Bspecially has he been very efficient in our Sabbath School, which is in better condition than it has ever been. 

Trusting that .r. Dorfman will be 8uccessful in securing the very desirable position he seeks_ I am, 

Sincerely yours 

BHJJ/ AW. 

Adolph Weihibaum, 
Pres. Temple Beth Israe. 



OFFICERS 

ADOLPH WEIXELBAUM, 
P r <.>Sident 

1006 State St. Temple Beth Israel 
BENJAMIN ACKERMAN, 

Vice P resident 
421 S. Jamison Ave. 

DONALD S. WISE, 
F inancial Secretary 

216 Opera H ouse Bldg. 

ARTHUR WOHLGEMUTH, 
Treasu rer 

1066 W . Spr ing St. 

Dr . A. H. Silver, 
c/o The Temple 

M. E. WEIXELBAUM, Corresponding Secretary 
115 South Collett Street 

LI A, OHIO 

November 19, 1934 

Ansel Road & Ea.st 105th St ., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

TR STEES 

BENJAMIN ACKE RMAN, 
Chairman 

HA RRY L. SOLOMON 

SI MON . FISHEL 

JONAS WOHLGEMUTH 

GUS HOL T INE 

MR . YLVAN HOLSTINE 

MR . HARRY L. SOLOMON 

I am writing in behalf of Rabbi Berna.rd 1. Dor £ma.n, who has 
been our abbi for the pa.st four yea.rs . I understand there 
is a vacancy for an nssi ta.nt in your Temple and I earnestly 
uree you and your Board of Directors to give Rabbi Dorfman 
an opportunity to prove his value in th s position. 

I have 1 ved here in Lima eighteen years and have been a 
member of the Temple Board of Directors continuously during 
the tin:e I have been in Lima . I iish to say, never in all 
this 18 ears have we had a abbi v,ho could anywhere near 
compare to rlabbi Dorfman to serve us ; not only in his Tenple 
services but in tak nr complete chaJ.~ e of our Sunday School 
which he found in rather a. deplorable condition •rhen he c . e 
here . He has bu lt up probably as enthusiastic and loyal 
a Sunday School as tbere is to be found anywhere . The children 
all love him and are anxious to be at Sunday School when he 
is there . 

While we ould exceedin y regret losing abbi orfman, yet 
we feel it would not be fair for us to stand in his way if 
there was any possibility for him to take some position wlere 
he cold probably make better use of the talent and ability 
that he undoubtedly has . 

e are a very small con egatJon here and it is always a battle 
for us to keep gong at all . It has been easier though since 
Rabbi Dorfman has been here because of the interest he has aroused 
by the splendid service he has ~iven us . 

If there is anything further you would like to know, or anything 
I could tell you vith reference to bbi Dorfman, please do not 
hesitate to call on me . 

Thanking you in advance for any consideration you n.ay . ive to 
th s applicant , I remain 

Ver y truly yours , 

Lf~/ 
T 1PL.b BET ISRAEL 

B. Ackerman/Ds . 



DILWORTH LUPTON 

Ta•CT Puu.auw 
Ministers 

THE FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH 
(Univeruli•t-Unitarian) 

EU CLID AVE. AT EAST 82ND STREET 

CLEVELAND 

l overnber d0th, 1934 

Rabbi Abb H4 llel i lver 
e 'f emple 

East 107th Stree - Ansel oad 
level nd, Oh:.o 

Deu.r A':.)ba: 

Seve ral months o, Ra bi Richman and \.i 
wife, of Steubenville, a tt nded our da. morn ' nG 
service . ·~rs . L pton a. d I Livi te them 1 ome to 
di:::m r .1i th u . W i; e r e d ighted with them ar .. d 
foun the. in ere st in"' r...d harm· n~ people . 

R b~i and rs. icr.ma.n calle at t~e stu~r 
two or three "s -o. I n tle cours of o·:r conver­
s tin he spo1 e of the vacancy ca 1 se b Rabbi Feuer 
at t e Templ e . 

Ra bi Richma.n did not as~ e to write t1is 
letter ut I t ol im I v10· ... l d o so and he consented, 
rather reluctant l y . 

T'1is is rel to g i ve OU!. i:,v,res~ion of 
tJ-p man in ca se y·ou are coneidering im &:3 a cand ' date . 

Silver . 



OFFICE OF THE RABBI 

ASHLAND AVE 

NIAGARA FALLS. N . Y 

708 - 8th St., 
Fovember 21, ]934. 

Dr. Abba Rlllel Silver, 
The Temple, 

E. 105th St. and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, 0. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I have been given to understand that Rabbi 
Feuer has been c~lled to the Teffiple at T0_edo, Ohio, 
and tha there may be a vacancy in your Tern le on 
that aCCOU!i. 

This 1s my 
F. lJs. Original ly 
senior year at the 
graduation I b~cam 

sixth y ar ae Rabbi in Niagara 
I came ho:& bi-weekly during my 
P.ebr3 • Tnion College, and upon 

the Rabbi here. 

As I am anxious for a lar er field of service, 
I would appreciate hearing from you as to whether a 
vacancy exists,tha.t I may write you further. 

Very sincerely your , 

au-~-~-



RABBI PIZER W . JACOBS 
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THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

OFFICE OP THE PRESIDENT 
November 27, 1934. 

(Di C t . NOV • 2 6 ) 

Rev. Dr. Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St. at nsel Road, 
Clevelend, Ohio. 

My dear Abba: 

I was pleased to receive your ood telegram of the 
22nd inst. and to learn from it tha t you will be happy to receive 
recommendations from me with regard to the po s ition made vacant 
by the promotion of Rebbi Feuer. You will understand, I am sure, 
that some of the recommendations which I make herewith I present 
upon request. Others are spontaneous wit h me. All of them are 
offered in absolutely good faith an~ull sense of responsibility. 
You will, I a m sure, know how to evaluate correctly what I say 
about each particular man. I follow my usual procedure of 
beginning with the older men and working down sys t ematically 
to the younger. 

Rev. Dr. Samuel H. Markowitz, (HUC 1922 ) would, I have reason 
to believe, be interested in the posi tion of Director of 
Religious Education with full charge of and responsibility for 
the work done in this particular field. He would not be interested 
in a position as Assistant Rabbi. As you know,he has done a 
great deal of work in the field of Religious Eduation and has his 
Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. I regard him as an able 
man and believe that he is exceedingly well qualified to take com­
plete char e of. the entire educational program of your congregation. 
lf you plan to distinguish at all between the s ervices o an Assist­
ant Rabbi and those of an Educational Director, I believe tha t 
Markowitz would be an excellent man for you. He !~married and 
has two children. 

Rabbi Julius Kerman (HUC 1928) was Principal of a Hebre School 
in St. Louis before coming to the College, and did excellent work 
there. He was a capable student and, of course, more mature than 
his fellow-students. He served for a number of years after gradu­
ation as Rabbi in Sunbury, Pa. and for the last tew years in a small 
congregation at st. Albans, L.I., which he organized himself. He 
1s studiously inclined and thinks matters through clearly and re­
sponsibly. How he has developed as a preacher and in other aspects 
of Rabbinical work since his graduation I cannot say, since I have 
had no contac~ with him that would give me this infonnation. But 
I have a very high regard for him and his general ability and his 
integrity of character. He is married and has two children. r Rab bi Melbourne Harris (HUC 1929) served for tilree years following 
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his graduation as Assistant to Dr. Louis I. ewman at Temple 
Emanu-El in ~9n Francisco. Since then he has filled the pulpit 
at Peoria, Ill. I understand that he did excellent work as 
Assistant Rabbi and Director of Religious Education in San 
Francisco and he is highly regarded by both the congregation 
and Dr. Newman. I understand too that he is doing excellent 
work in his present pulpit. He is possessed of an unusually 
pleasing personality. I regard him as an able man, and thoroughly 
sincere in all his undertakings. He is married and has one child. 

Rabbi Abba 1 . Fineberg (HUC 1930) has officir ted as Rabbi 
in Niagara Falls, .Y. since his graduation. He has oone work 
in Education at Niagara University and has an M.A. from that 
institution. He is earnest and sincere, painstaking in all his 
activities and , I understand, has done very ood work in his 
present pulpit. He is married, but bes no children. 

Re bbi Phineas Smeller (HOC 1930) has officiated as Rabbi in his 
present pulpit, Springfield, Ohio, sinc e his graduation. He was 
an able student an::l a fine spirit and influence here at the College 
in every way. He has grown in every direction since he left here. 
I have had occasion to watch his work during these years and am tre­
mendously impressed by what he has done and the manner in which he 
has done it. He is earnest, high-minded and capable. He is stu­
diously inclined and .ould, I feel certain, combine in a mirable 
manner the duties of Assistant Rabbi with those of ducational Director. 
He 1s also modest and loyal in every way. I have an exceedingly 
high regard for him and commend him to your consideration unquali­
fiedly. He is unmarried. 

Rabbi Saul B. Appelbaum (ffiJC 1931) a native Clevelander has 
served as Rabbi in Bradford, Pa. since his graduation. I under­
stand that he has done good ork there, although I myself have had 
little opportunity to form an independent judgment thereon. He, 
too, is unmarried. 

Rabbi Carl I. Miller (HUC 1931) has occupied his present pulpit 
in Helena, Ark. since his graduation. He, too, is a native 
Clevelander. He was a capable student here at the College and 
is possessed of a very inning personality. He has done excellent 
·,ork in his present pulpit. I believe he 1 s likewise married to 
a Cleveland girl. They have no children at present. 

Rabbi Arthur Zuckerman (HUC 1931) presents a most interesting 
case indeed. He was one of the ablest students of his class and 
for the three years follo ,·ing his graduation held the Morgenthau 
Traveling Scholarship. He carried on v.ork at the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem and likewise at the University of Vienna. He distin ulshed 
himself at both institutions and 1s scheduled to receive the degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy from the Hebrew University this year. '!he 
quality of his work added greatly to the prestige of the Hebrew Union 

' 
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both in Jerusalem and in Vienna. He is an unusually capable man 
in every way. As a student he di d a great deal of work with 
Young Judea organizations. He is, of course, an ardent Zionist, 
although I gather from his letters that his life and work in 
Palestine have sobered and matured his earlier over-exuberant 
enthusiasm for the cause. I feel that Zuckerman might someday 
become a great scholar if the opportunity is presented to him. 
But equally I believe that he has the potentialities of becoming 
an unusually capable Rabbi. He will soon be r eady to return 
to this country and take a position. He married about a year 
ago a young lady, an Ameriren girl, who was also working for a 
degree at the university of Vienna. 

Rabbi Elmer Berger (HUC 1932) is also a native Clevelander. 
He was a capable student here at the college and a fine influence 
among his fellow-students. He is earnest, high-minded and sincere, 
modest and gentle in his life and methods of work. He has done 
very good work in Pontiac, Michigan, during the two years that he 
has been there. He is married to a Cleveland girl. They have no 
children. 

Rabbi Joseph Gitin (HUC 1932) has held a Conservative pulpit 
in Buffalo since his graduation and I understand has done -very gooo 
work th ere. He has come to the conclusion, however, that he does 
not fit into a Conservative pulpit, and is eager to make a change. 
He is unmarried. 

Rabbi David I. Cedarbaum (HUC 1933) is an unusua l ly capable man, 
and perhaps he is the best prospect for you. Before coming to the 
College he had done quite a good bit of work in the field of Jewish 
Education and has completed all his requirements for the Ph.D. in 
Education at Teachers College, Columbia university, except the com­
pletion of his thesis. He is an unusually capable man, has a fine 
Jewish knowledge and background, was an excellent student, a clear 
thinker, an effective preacher, and a teacher of unusual ability. 
He is excell Ell tly qualified to serve either as Educational Director 
for your congregation or to combine the duties of this or f ice with 
those of Assistant Rabbi. He has a pleasing personality and his 
character is of the very finest. He 1 s unmarried. 

Rabbi David J. Seligson (HUC 1933) has held a Conservative pulpit 
in Ventnor, N. J. si~ce his ~aduation. I myself had the oppor­
tunity to see his work close at he nd during the two months I was 
in Ventnor last summer. He has really achieved marvelous things 
there. He hes built up his congregation fran a very insignificant 
handful of people to one of dignified size and considerable influ-
ence in the en t 1 r e Atlantic c 1 ty community and throughout the south­
eastern part o~ the State of New Jersey. He has one of the most lov­
able and '.vinning personalities of any man we have ever had in the Col­
lege, 1s earnest, high-minded and loyal, capable and painstaking in 
all he does. He was an excellent student and a pleasin preacher. 
I have a very profound admiration for him. He is unmarried. 
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Rabbi David Sherman (HUC 1934) was one of the most promisin_ 
members of his class. That he has not succeeded thus far in secur­
ing a pulpit is due to no fault o~ his, but only to circumstances 
over which he had no control. I regard him as the ablest student 
in his class and as the most promising preacher of that group. 1 hat 
he would be capable of in educational work I do no t know, since he has 
had little or no opportunity in tht direction. He too is unmarried. 

This will give you a list of the men who either are 
definitely interested in the opportunity which your present pulpit 
situation offers, or who might easily be attracted thereto. All 
of these men, I think, merit your consideration, some, of course, 
more than others. Many of them you know yourself and will have 
your own opinion of their fitness for the position. I hope that 
this will be of some service t,o you, If I can aid you in any way 
in solving your difficult and responsible problem, please do not 
hesitate to call upon me. It maybe that I can furnish you 1.n­
forma tion about some of tile men whom you may have under consider­
ation, which you could otherwise not obtain. 

With cordial greetings for yourself and Virginia and 
all good wishes, I am ever 

Faithfully, 
;? 

~ ~ 1~:/4-/-

PRESI/DENT . 
J1vl/s / 



Rev. Dr. Abba H. Silver 
Euclid Avenue Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 30, 1934 

At the suggestion of Dr. Morgenstern, I 
am taking the liberty of writing to you. 

I am a graduate of the Hebrew Union College 
of the May, 1933 class. Since my graduation, I have been 
officiating a.a Rabbi in Ventnor, N. J, a suburb of Atlantic 
City. My work here has been an inspiration. Yet, the oppor­
tunities for real growth are very limited. As you know, At­
lantic City has a small Je ish population the year round. 
There are already four well-established congregations which 
have been in existence many years. Naturally, personal senti­
ments and family traditions make it difficult for us to so­
licit membership in a Jewish population that, at best, remains 
static and for the most part is continually decreasing. 

About myself, the following may be of interest. 
I am a graduate of the Bes Medrash Lemorim of the Yeshiva and 
received my undergraduate degree from Colwnbia. special 
field of interest at the University was in the department of 
Religious Education Wlder Prof. Case. 

If you will think back some years, you will 
probably recall my father as the leader of a group of young 
men who inaugurated a program of Jewish cultural work in 
Harlem. I think the name was the Adas Bnei Yisroel. You were 
a frequent visitor. 

If I may say so, your work and accomplishment 
has been held up before me as the ideal of Rabbinical leader~ 
ship ever since I Jas a youngster. I would deem it a privilege 
and a sacred trust to serve you in the Rabbinate. 

Sincerely yours, 



Phone Badger 5888 Rabbi Loui J. Ca hd~ 

Beth Jacob Congregation 

OFFICERS 
S. B. SCHEIN, Honorary Pre idenr 
JACOB Ml TZ, Pre id~nt 
EMANUEL SIMO , V. Pre ident 
MAX COHN, Secretary 
HERMAN MACK, Trca urcr 

TRUSTEE 
DR. A. J. BONER 
EZRA FRANK 
OLFRANK 

IRVI G ROSEN 
J. J. TOBIAS 
CHAS. WOLDE BERG 

ATHA, ZUCKER 

Board of Trustees 
The Temple 
Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Gentlemen: 

604 Stockton ourt 

Madison, Wi on in 

December 3, 1934. 

I am desirous of being considered for the v cancy 
that will occur when Rabbi Leon Feuer assumes his ne r duties. 
Mr. Alfred Benesch, one of your board members, indicated that 
such consideration is obtainable throu~h aprlication . I am 
therefore submitting my a ..-11cation. I am twenty-nine ye rs 
old and a gradu te of the class of 19 7 3 of the Hebre~r U nion 
College. This is my second year at the Beth Jacob Tern le. 
Upo reouest I shall be glad to finish references nd any fur­
ther information you may desire. 

R~s ectfull yours, 
-r"""'~ 

OU,<-" 'L,£ 

Rabbi ouis J. Cashdan. 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, O. 0. 

ROD IE,- SHALOM TIEMPL IE 

,-,,-TH AND MOR E WOOD AV E NUES 

P ITT S B U RGH , PA. 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver• 
The Temple , 
105th St . at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear Abba: 

December 7, 1934. 

Rabbi Uorman Gerstenfeld asked me to 
write to you suggesting his name as a possible 
successor to Leon Feuer . I am glad to do so . 
lTor:nan Gerstenfeld gr aduated frorJ the Hebrew 
Union College with honors and Professor Larcus 
speaks to me enthusiastically of his I'lental at­
ta;nments . I have had the pleasure of neeting 
him two or t ee times and I find him to be a 
very interesting and attractive yount; man. I 
heartily comr,.end him to your attention. At 
present his address is 95 Chestnut treet , 
Boston, I.ass . 

Ni th best wishes , 

Sincer ely yours • 

. 13 



Rey.Dr.Abba rtil t el Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland. 

' y dear Dr.Silver, 

66 ~ues"nut. .:>"re ,n, 
Bost on, :.Ea.as. 
De ce:nbar lOt} • 34. 

I do not know ~hather you remember me. had 
t ' ,e pleasure of !!leot. t ng you at the home of .u1rs Julius khn in 
Youngstown about t . o years ago. 

~ince that time I have graduated from the 
Hebrew Union College ' '33 with the honors in preaching and 
t r_eology) and as 1.nv1.1.ed by t He raculty to become t'el.iow 1.n 
J ,3w1sn ljnl..lvsopuy. 1 1118.lT.1.eu Lu ... .a.sc, Munune.1.m .Las 1, 1ear and went 
abroael t.o ~"aleatine anct "tu e res 1. vt r. .• e HE:,ar ..!.RS~. 1 re1,u.rnea 
a ou.1. 11 o mum.us n. 0 0 anct am 1.1.T1ng 111 tsoaton, cont.a.nu.a.u~ my 
i·eseo.rcu .1.u ... t,u ... tna.1 .t' .a.J. ... sopuy t vr lD.)' a vc1,or' a aegree anct 
wa11.J.ng tor a ~us.a.~.a.~n. 

I 

A few days ago I heard thru my wifes grand-
mother, Mre Betty ·aurmann of Pittsbureh, the.t t here would be 
a p osit ion open as your assistant. I immediately got in touch with 
Dr.lreehof T:ho verified the news and said j our a.~ ~i. ihrt 1a.s 

0 j in~ t o ·;olado ~ w:: l"e (ireehof, 1#/0uld ?trite to you himself present inJ 
:'.TIY ne. e . 

I do not ~nov• ~:o·.•: to .,> t t i. t exactly but t or 
the l ast ten years you have been my ideal of what. I woul.ct 11~e 
t. o oe a1e1 v,rn'- ' •t; wou.J. '"' make 1:1 8 ua 1ry1ar "tnan the p r.J.V.1J.8~e 01 wul· .L t g 
with you. I would like an assistantship where I could preach about 
once e. mo!"t 11 ?.t t 1

~,, b ~ir., i r.6 in addition to tho usual duties or an 
assistant in education. ay I add that altho married I am in & 

positior1 for a, hile to 1a<~ al .,_ ,:uestion o! snl !'/ secondary.It is 
the opp ortunity of a fruitful a pprer.t-i.ce h 0 p t.:t .L ' br E..t ~~~ .., i t 1 .t 
I E n1 ceeking in pre!'erence to going tr.ru the chorea or being Rabbi 
for ten amoratzim in the Styx. It would be hell for my , ·ife to go 
to small ton and the idea or being an a s eia-ait to you seems too 
good to be possible. 

J beg you to give this application your consideration. 

Sinlrely, 

1 '-~ o'M~/,---
Nor an Jelstentald 



TlliIJE JI§.AAC Fio"'WJI§JE TJE~JLJE 
K.K.Bnoi Yeshurun 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

OFFICE - READING ROAD AND NORTH CRESCENT AVENUE 

TELEPHONES -AVON 0334 -AVON 0335 

RABB IS 

JaYnes G .Heller Samuel Wohl 

December 11, 1934 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, hio 

Dear r. ilver: 

I think you have probably received many applications from 
men who desire to !111 Feuer' s position. :.Sy 1 recommend 
to you Rabbi Paul Richman of teubenville, hio. 

Rabbi Richman was with me for several years in the Religious 
chool and he has had camp experience for many years. He 1a 

a very likable fellow and makes a very fine impression. It 

you will consider him, he can be reached at 608 • 5th St., 
Steubenville, Ohio, Temple Beth ~l. 

Do see him again and I am sure that you will be well impressed 
w1 th him. 

1th best wishes and wannest regards to you, Virginia, and 
your sons in which Belle joins me, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

:RIC 

• 
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ee681 47 NL .. 
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REV IR ABBA H SILVER 

THE TEMPLE EAST 10; ST AT ANSEL RD CLVD 

RABBI SHERMAN PLANS TO LEAVE HERE TH IS FRIDAY MCRN ING DECEMBER 

FOURTEENTH MRIVING CLEVELAND THAT AFTERNOCJ4 STOP HE WILL 

COMMUNICATE WITH YOU UP~ ARRIVAL STOP HE WILL REMAIN OVER WEEKEND 

CR AS L04G AS NEEDED STOP IF SOME ARRANGEMENT OTHER THAN TH IS MCRE 

IES IRED f!i YOU WIRE I MMED I AT ELY 

JUL I AN MORGENSTERN. 

.·O 
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CARE THE TE ..1PLE EAST 1 05 AMD A.1 SELL RD=---L---.......1 

WILL ARRIVE I M CLEVELA.!D FRIDAY •J10 Rf!lr!G AT SEVEM THIRTY= 

·RABBI DAV ID SHERr.1AM-. 
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WESTERN U ION ME E GERS ARE AVAILABLE FvR THE DELIVERY OF OTE A D PACKAGE 



RICHARD E. GUTSTAOT 

Mr. Max E. Meisel 
The Leader Bldg. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Jlax: 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

December 17, 1934 

Just returned from a strenuous .5-dny trip and 
hasten to answer yours of the 11th. 

Rabbi Melbourne Harris of Peoria is very well 
known to me. I hold him in the very highest 
esteem. 

Firstly, he is one of the dignified, refined type 
of young Jew; conducts himself as a gentleman at 
all times. 

He is not a pulpi teer, though he makes a vary 
pleasin~and sound talk. The children are espeo­
W.ly f ~d of him. I think he has a vory good mind. 
He is a studious type and oan aoocmrnodate himself' 
very beautifully to various situations. 

I know how well he was regarded in San Franoisoo, 
the oause of his leaving there being a psyohologioal 
diff'erenoe between himself and Rabbi Newman, in whioh 
Harris had the sympathy of the conmnmi ty throughout. 

His reoord in Peoria has been good. He is highly re­
garded by Jewa and non-Jews alike. His position there 
has constantly improved and he now holds a really im­
portant plaoe in the esteem of the whole oommuni V• 

In 1t/// judgment, he would be a very wortey suooessor 
to Rabbi Feuer. 

With warm personal regards• and assuring you th.at 
your good wishes are more than reciprocated• I am. 

Very cordially yours, 

REG:rs 



TEMPLE BETH ZION 

OFFICE OF THE 

RABBI 

JOSEPH L . FINK, PH.D . 

DELA WA RE AVENUE 

BUFFALO , N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
E. 105th Street and Pnsel Poad , 
Clevel Jd , Ohio. 

My deqr Friend: 

December 17, 1 c4 

Your probably hc1.ve received many letters 

on the same subj 8ct, but I have made a promise and here­

by keep it. 

Yay I suggest the ncme of Rabbi Jo3eph 

Gitin, gradu~te of the Hebrew Union Col ~ege, Class of 
~~~~ 

1932?' He is now rabbi of Temple Emanuel of Buffalo -
~ 

a Conservative congregation. He is an e rne st , 

conscientious and capable young man and ould deeply 

appreciate the opportunity of talking ,:ith you • bout the 

position in your congregation. If I can as~ist you in 

any other v,ay, please let me kno ~. 

'1th kind greetings, I am 

Cordially your s , 

i t,JJ. 



SPECIALISTS IN EDUCATIONAL SCENIC A.NO SCIENTIF"IC SUBJECTS 

TIEL. PIENNSYLVANIA 6-7~00 CAaLI: AODRCSS I "1E DP'ILMCOAP
00 

BRANCHES IN ALL THE 

PRINCIPAL CITfES OF THE 1S01 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 

camber 21s, 1 ... 

Rabbi .bba Silver, 
The Temple, 
105th & Ansil ad, 
jleveland, Ohio 

ar Abba: 

I er that you are considering n assi tant, nd I ant to recommend 
a very, very fine boy. He is lmer Be er and is now located in 
Pontiac, Licbiga. 

have kno n hi since he has been a you ster, and if yo~ 
hold it against him, I aught him in Sunday school. He is 
fine type, havin a splen id mind, and a lovely entle an. 
you ould do ell to consider h' • 

ill not 
rally a 
I think 

Haven 't seen you in so long that I have almost forgotten hat you 
look like. ery once in a hile I read in the papers that you ar 
in . ew York but never hear a o d. 

arast re ards to Vir inia, the children, and your elf, as ever, 

Faithfully your, 

J :PL u:J. 



~tmplt ~sratl 
~amt ~nutll 

FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN. RA9BI 

OP'FICE OP' THE RABBI 
KINGSHIGHWAY AND WA■HINQTON 

BAINT LOUIS 
December 26, 1934. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver, 
The 1'emple, 
E. l 5th St. and ~nsel Road, 
Clevelan, Ohio. 

JJear Ab a: 

l note in your bulletin that you have not 
as yet selected a successor to Leon Feuer, and that 
Rabbi herm~n has just come to be with you temp rarily. 

I have been in a ~osit1on for the past six 
years to obs~rve the work of Rabbi Herman E. Snyder of 
Springfield, Illinois. He has be n in that community 
tor seven years and has done construe ive Je ish work. 

n evidence of that is the tact that his temple dedicated 
a new temple center a fe weeks ago, hich they were 
compelled to tr ct during the deprts ion because of the 
splendid organization of work amongst the young people 

hich Rabbi Snyder had effected. 

If interested in him and~ir 
tin, I sh 11 be very happy to post you. 

further i nforma-

"1th kindest personal greeti?gs and best wishes 
to you nd y ~ur family, I am 

Sincertly yours, 

FMI:B 
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Babbi or Gere\ nf ld, 
6 Oh \nu\ Str \ 1 
Bo ton, •• 

t>1 0 r t,en lds 

~ t 7ou. tor 1 l t t r of 
Dec r 10. \ yaa 
&ppli~ tion t i \ • bl 
ea.er • n t a t~ w 

\emporurll.)' : ~~•S\,I. sen1ce 

1th all 

T ry inc rel y !J.!' , 

AHSrBI: 



r. J.B. Skirball, 
cmc ti nal 11- Corpor tion, 

1601 Broad~, 
Tor. , • T. 

d J a cka 

Glad \ o have ard. fr you. 

• 

I huv• reterncl •4Jl-r r er•• nan• t o the 
corrml\lee. Be db en recom: nd d by 1ome other, too. 
A aucceseor ,o wer ha1 not be n ael ct d alt:bouol Babbi 
Sherman h.- .. a b en ••~i.Y.9ru t orarily. 

I v 1n\ b n in • ?or ai1ce S\Vlner. 
7ou • b n to CleYelaD4 nnd ven•t c lled \o 1ee 
B ev r, od \ure4 and b r no O'U,d •• 
1 • your tolka few daT• \h y r e 11 well. 

I ahall • in • Tork on 
eball top t the C~ odor. Give 

our, ner, 

AHSI 

• 
I 



TlHIIB JI§AAC ~o~§JE TIE:»\WJLJE 
K.K.Bnai Yeshurun 

r. ~bba Hillel ilver 
he emple 

Cleveland, L. io 

e r r. .., i 1 ver : 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
<'-

OFFlC E - READING RO"-D AND NORTH CRESCENT AVENUE 

TELE.PHO, ES -AVON 0334 -AVON 0335 

RABB IS 

James G.Heller Samuel Wohl 

anw.1ry 2 , 1934 

'is Cora Kahn of ~inci nati retur ed this 1 orning from lev land 
and told me that ucces or to ~euer a ot yet be n named. If 
I see to be over-enthusiastic 1 my reco endation of Rabbi aul 
Richman, you ill understand that it i due to my association. ith 
him for ix years. e ha been in our chool end he as an xcellent 
teacher. The children lik d him i ens l • He as alway cooper -
tive and he has the knack of g tti along with colleatues and 
teachers. 

ven the student o the Gollege, and you know it is uite difficult 
to be liked by fello students, re pected an appreci ted hi uali­
ties. }or many ears he was Associate ~irector of the timson Lake 
Camps in .ew p ire and he kno how to handle situ tions and i 
familiar ith the psychologic and modern approach ·&M edagogy. 
I am sure that our teachers 1111 get along ~ith him very ell, 
because his p rsonality is ttractive. d it you as his guide 
and couns llor, the emple chool ould benefit and ould be capably 
a.cl.ministered. 

I kno that there are certain aliti s which a man ought to have to 
be associ ted with you. And as I revie in my mind ossible pro ect 
for the position, find that Richman, given th op ortunity, 111 
make good, that he will have fine contacts 1th parents and children 
and 111 have the fri ndship of teachers and your policies and lane 
ill be carried out by a ma who ill be co gen·a1 and .illi to 

learn. 

ith armest regards and bet 1 he to you and our dear ones, 

Yojncc_e_r_e_l_y_, ___ __ 

/ 

am 



~he HEBREW CENTER OF WEST KINGSBRIDGE 
5636 BROADWAY • NEW YORK CITY 

• 
MAX KAUFMAN, Rabbi 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 

R bbi f The Tem le, 

E. l05t t. nd Aneel Roa, 

Clevel nd, o io . 

er Dr . Sile : 

• Phone HAiifax 5-0472 

January 10. 1935. 

225 eet 232nd St., 

I noticed i t d y'e Je ieh D ily Bulletin 

that your aaeiet nt r bbi ts now with the Tole o congregati n. 

I do not know he ther you have already eng ge d another m n, 

but if you h ve not and are loo ing for n aeeietant, I ehould 

dee it a priviie e to or under you. 

I fi d it rather kward to enumerate for~ 

my qu lific tione . Ho ever, to st t theee bri .fl , I rit 

th t beeide~ my B.A. from the Univereity of Cincinnati and 

yr bbinical diploma from t F .u.c. I 1av n M.A. from 

Colwnbi. My exper·e e inter bbin te h· m· e met oro ghl 

famili r 1th e ery phaee of the religioue chool , from th 

curriculum don to the det 11 of dminietr tion, nd i h .11 

eorte of junior nd adult e uo tion l 

int e real of the eyn ,ogue . 

cultur l cti tiee 

Above 11 I can offer you utte1 dep n ability 

nd, I beli ve • a. unue 1 re dinee for e rvic • tev 1 the 

t ek yo req ire of el cold not help b t t ckle them 

holehe rt~dly and wit deep gene e to pl a e n 0 



~he HEBREW CENTER OF WEST KINGSBRIDGE 
5636 BROADWAY • NEW YORK CITY • Phone HAiifax 5 - 0472 

MAX KAUFMAN, Rabbi 

2 

who 1 ,e .uin nd re ir t n. 

P . S. Pleaee rt to my hoe add eee: 

225 teet 232nd St., e Y r • 

Cordially• 

M 
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R.t.\BRI fELBOURNE llt\RRL 
Rabbi 

I.1r. Eugene olf 
Engineers Building 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

, y dear r. 'lolf: 

0 GREGATIO IIAI £METIi 
MONROE ND HANCOCK TREETS 

PEORI.\, ILLI OJ 

Jan. 21, 1935. 

It may interest you to know that I have made formal announcement 
of my resignation from t ne Peoria Congregation. I am enclosing newspaper 
clippings of same, which contain my letter to the Board and their reply 
to me. 

Inasmuch as the news of my election to your Temple is now 
current, I was wondering it you are now ready to make public the 
announcement in the general Jewish press. And if so, I will be happy 
to assume responsibility for sam. I believe, however, that this 
matter depends upon your wishes.I think an announcement hould go 
into the Jewish Daily Bulle t in and some of the other natio. al ma azines. 
As for the Cleveland Jewish press, I would prater to have you take 
care of same. I am herewith enclosi 1g a copy of biographical sketch 
ot myself for this use. 

My Board of Directors here accepted my resignation with 
sorrowful regrets . and yet their emotions are mixe4 with Joy, in view 
of the wonderful opportunity that is open for me. I believe their 
letter to me exnresse• this note. 

I have Just written • ' eitz to mail me a copy of the 
curriculuci of the eligious Scnool and a detailed summary of the 
activities of the Temple, so that in the ensuing months I many 
familiarize myself with the system now in operation at the Temple . 
I shall attempt to keep in close touch with all that goes on, so that 
when I come to Cleve land. I shall be au courant with the methods and 
programs of the Temple. 

Trusting I may hear from you regardi ng yo r wishes in the 
matter of publicity, and with kindest personal greetings to your wife 
and selt, in wnt~b rs. Harris joins, I am 
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RABBI HARRIS 
CALLEO TO OHIO 
TEMPLE POST 

To Work With Noted 
Rabbi Silber in 

Cleveland 

Rabbi Melbourne Harris of Tem­
ple Anshai Emeth will leave Peoria. 
July 31 to become assistant to the 
noted Rabbi Abba Millel Silver a.t 
the Cleveland temple, it was an­
nounced to temple directors a.t 
their meeting Tuesday night. 

Formal acceptance of the resig­
nation has been made by the tem­
ple board. 

The Peoria rabbi returned last 

To Leave Peoria 

week from Cleveland, where he RABBI MELBOURNE HARRIS 
had been called by Rabbi Silver 
and a committee of the Temple, Virgi n i a Man Is 
Tifereth Israel congregation. He 
spoke in the morning services there 
on sa:urday and Sunday, Jan. 5 
and 6. 

Rabbi Harri will complete 
Jewish year here, beginning 
duties in Cleveland, August 1. 

To Famous Church 
The Cleveland Temple is known 

as one of the outstanding J~wi~h 
liberal Jewish churches in this 
country. Its congregation of i.600 
members is the largest >f that 
faith in the United States. 

Rabbi Harris will have charge of 
religious educaUion and cultu.al 
groups at the Cleveland Tempie 
and will also assist in the preach­
ing. 

Rabbi Silver, a comparnti•1ely 
young man, is considered a leader 
in r.ational and religious activic•ies. 
He is closely identified ·i·1th a 
number o! progressive and u the 
a.uthor of several well known books. 
He was a member of I·residcnt. 
Hoover's Unemployment Relief 
commission in 1931. 

In September 1931 Rabbi Harris 
came here from San Francisco, 
where he had been assistant to 
Dr. Louis I. Newman. He has t:1.ken 
an active part in civic affairs a.nd 
has spoken before many school, 
club and church groups. He is 
known as a liberal thinker and has 
become a. leading intellectual. 

Has Been Leader 
He is a member of the local 

Rotary club, in which he is chair­
man of the intema.tfonai commit­
tee; of the board of directors of 
the Y. M. C. A., of the Associated 
Charities board, the Creve Coeur 
club, the Salvation Army boa.rd and 
the National Research forum. He 1s 
also chairman of the Y. M. C. A.- 'i'. 
W. C. A. leisure time institute and 
vice-president or the Jewish Wel­
fare Fund of Peoria. 

In 1932 he spoke for the Jewish 
religion in a large public symp06-
ium in which Clarence Darro:v, 
famous criminal lawyer and expon­
ent of n: ::han1stJc theories, too~ 
pa.rt. In 1933 he was on the Wash­
ington birthday banquet program of 5 

the Creve Coeur club with Senator 
Wllllam Dieterich. 

He is married and has one child. 
Accept Reslgna.tion 

In accepting the resignation, of­
ficers and trustees of the local tem­
ple wrote to Ra.bbl Harris: 

"We re1rret your contemplated departure 
lrom our midst, aa we feel that you have 
been an Invaluable asset to our congrega.­
tlon and to our community. Your putlcl­
patlon ln the manifold activities of the 
Temple and community at lar1re has been 
a source ot irreat Inspiration to us. We 
are conscious of the tact that your p~ce 
will be hard to !Ill. 

''However, we feel that we cannot atand 
In the way of your greater opportunity 
and advancement We are happy, that 
of a. l&r1re number of rabbis considered, 
hat you have been selected for this '1e­
ervmg honor and reco1tn1tlon. to serve 

one of the lar1re t and one of the most 
•l'ldely known coniregatlons ln the coun-
ry. we wish the Cleveland Temple to 

know that we 1ustaln a heavy loss, with 
t.he recompense of your merited eleva­
tion." 

The following paragraph was in­
eluded In the message ot resigna­
tion !rom the rabbi: 

"My assoc la tlon with this congregation 
and its member.ship have been rlch &nd 
fruitful. We h&Ve labored together these 
four years ln unbroken harmony. We have, 
l believe, strengthened our group loyalty 
and bull the Temple on a firmer !ounda-
1on. In my mlnlstry In your midst, I 

have endeavored to preach wha.t I be­
lieved to be the truth, in consonence wl h 
the high traditions or our faith. I have 
,ought to Intensity the religious educa­
lon of our children In the religious school. 
I have co-operated with every Je11.•lsh or-
1ranlzatlon tn the city, In the hope of 
vitalizing Jewish activity In the commun­
ity. I have attempted to repruent the 
Jewish people of Peoria in the communlrr 
at large, In an effort to bring re pect and 
recognition or the nobler Ideals for which 
the Jewish people stand or these actlv­
lties, I am duly proud; and I trust that 
my succes or, whoever he may be. will 
continue the traditions of this program. 
It ht.s been, in truth, a labor o! love." 



.JULIUS BLOOMBERG 

EUGENE E . WOLF" 

BLOOMBERG ANO WOLF' 
ATTORNEYS ANO COUNSELORS 

E~~GINEERS BUILDING 

CLEVELAND 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
East 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: -

January 
·1enty- S ec ond 

1 9 3 5. 

I am enclosing herewith letter just 
received from Rabbi Harris , together Tith biographical 
sketch. pparently he neglected to enclose in ~is 
com...~unication the newspaper elippings to which his 
letter refers. Undoubtedly. he will discover that he 
omitted to enclose the same and will send them on to us. 

I shall delay making a reply to his letter 
until I hear from you as to your rlshes in the matter. 

EEYr:LR 



To Leave Peoria 

• !it if ;::;r···· • ·., '':'' :::d?t\i!ij 
:: 

Rabbi Melbourne Harris, spir­
itual leader of Anshai Emeth 
temple, will resign at the end of 
the present Jewish year. 
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RAnm MELBOUR ·i,: BARRI: 
Rabbi 

abbi Abba H. ~ilver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

.y dear bbi Silver: 

0 GREGATIO HAI EMETII 

MO 'ROE A D HA co K STRr-.Ers 

PbORIA, ILLI 01 • 

January 25, 1935. 

I was delighted to receive your cordial and acious letter, 
welcoming me to be your associate. I regard this privilege as a rare 
distinction. I trust that I snall merit the honor hich has been 
accorded me. I look forward with genuine anxiety to the time of the 
assumption of my duties in the Temple. The suspense of the next fev 
months. no tioubt, will prove most trying. 

AlthouLh it means cancelling two local engagements, I shal l 
be happy to accept your invitation to appear before the Fathers- ons 
~inner on Feb. 17th. It will afford as lendid prelimin y contact 
with those with whom it ill be my privilege to work later on. 

As for the formal announcement of my affiliation with e 
Temple, I accede to your wishes in the matter. I have done not1 ing 
except to make newspaper announcement in the Peoria papers, which 
have been so persistent in printing same. I am glad to know th~t 
you vill handle the publicity from your end. Enclosed find copy of 
biographical sketch of myself, together with the local press clipping. 
I am mailing gloss- rints under separate cover. These prints are a 
few years old; but I hope to have some new ones taken within the 
very near future. 

Looking forward to the pleasure of renewing our association, 
if for but one brief day, on Feb. 17th, and with warm greetings from 
house to house, I am 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH Jan. 21, 1935. 

BABBI MELBOOrlNE HAkRIS 

Rabbi ,ielbourne Harris - born: December 24, 1903, Oakland, California, son of oses 

and Libby Harris. 

Graduate of University of Cincinnati, Degree A.B. 1925 

Graduate of Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati - 1929 

From 1929 - 1931, he was Director of ~eligious Education and Activities at Temple Emanu-El 

San Francisco, associated with Rabbi Louis I. Newman, and Babbi Irving F. eichert. 

Accepted position of Rabbi of ongregation Anshai Emeth, Peoria, Illinois in 1931. and 

has servied this congregation during the past four yeara. 

Identified with Jewish and Civic activities in Peoria: 

Vice-president and Director of 1924 campaign of Jewish elfare Fund ef Peoria. 
Or~anizer of Jewish elfare Fund of Peoria. 

2utM Immediate past-president of Central Illinois Jewish Religious School Teachers 
Association. 

Co-chairman of Ahti-Defamation League committee in Peoria. 

Active in Benai Brith - also district council of B'nai Brith. 

~ember of Board of Directors ot Peoria Y.M.C •. 
(As far as in known, first rabbi in U.S. to be elected to the Board of a Y. r. .c.A. 
Rabbi Heller of Cincinnati, elected atter Rabbi Harris) 

w,ember of Boa.rd of Directors of Peoria Associated Chari ties. 
" • " " n Peoria Sunday Evening Forum 
• Speakers Co ... mi ttee of Peoria Community Fund -

Speaker at many worker's meetings, radio, etc. for ~ommunity Fund. 

I· ember of otary Club of Peoria - Chairman of Intennational CoUllilittee of J:\ota.ry. 

Chairman of "Leisure Time Institute" under auspices of Y .M. and Y. w.c .A. 
Chairman of Educatioaal. Cocmittee of Y.w.C.A. 

1- ember of Creve Couer Club - and Association of Commerce • 

• ember of Board ot Directors of Salvation Army. 

One of main speakers at Creve Couer Club Washington Day Banquet 1933 
Speaker in syaposium with Clarence Darrow - Peoria 1932. 

Addressed almost every luncheon Club, woman I s group, and Church group in Peoria 
and vicinity. 

imaat••uax- Assistant Rabbi- elect - The Temple, Tifereth Israel ~ongregation, Cleveland, 
Ohio - Assistant to Rabbi Abba Hillel Sillrer. 

: arried: Leora c. Davis, of Toledo, Ohio. 1929 - Have one son - Ronald "llen Harris -2 yra. 
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• r, 3, l 36. 

Ba 1 el ourne Han11, 
Co eg, \1 n ehai \h, 
onroe Haacook Ste., 

Peoria, Ill. 

I naloe berwith • oft e all ing• 
•Al.oh ap re4 in \he local pN • 10Wl01 7auz 
eleo\1aa. the newa • 'be n ., r f Tor bq rec 1ftel 
\hltO\lpO\l, our com 117. 

l am happ , you will l)e wi \h u• tor our 
\her-Son \ on ~uu~, bru.ar, 17. An ad r••• 

ot \w nt7 \o \wen\ -f1'fe 1.nut•• 1n 11 ter 'feiA which 
would p l both lo the bo7a o wi 11 be lb r d lo 
\heir 4a wow.d b Ju t \ 1 • If' y would eend. 

• J o\ of e a we could u it in om-
publ1c1v. 

1 all co wi ~•• in 

Cordi 1~ 7ava, 
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Rabbi Harris Resigns to Join 
Largest U.S. Congregation 

Rabbi Melbourne Harris, 
ltual I adc-r of Anshai Emeth 
temple since 1931, made known his 
appointment a.s assistant to RalJ­
bi Abba Silver of Cleveland 11.t I 

a m ling of the temple board 01 

directors le,-,t night. 
Rabbi Harris came to Peoria 

from an Francisco where he wss 
assistant leader of a large 
gregation there. oon after his ar­
rival here his ability as a pubhc 
speaker was revealed and with 
Senator William Di tcrich, was 
the speakfr at the Wa,shington / 
day banquet of the Creve Coeur 
club two years ago. 

During the hort lime he served 
Peoria he has b come one of llf>r 
most widely known cit1zcm1 and 
prov<'d active in h r civic affairs. 
Rabbi Harris' v1cw!5 ha"e b en lib­
eral and highly inlellectual. He 
haR been in constant demon<l l:>}' 

schools, churches and club.<i as :, 
guest speaker. At the rcligio~.is 
forum held ir. Peoria a few years 
Ago when Clarence Darrow spok 
here, Rabbi Harris rC'presented thl' 
Hebrew religion. 

He has bef"n active in Peoria'~ 
1uncheon club., served as chair­
man of the leisure time school vf 
the Y. M . C. A. last spring, a 
member of the board of directors t 
of the Salvation Army, a _membn 1 
c,f the Y. M. C. A. board and of• I 
ficer of the .Jewish Charity Fund 
as:o;ociation, and an active m<'mbn 
of the National ResC'arch Forum. 

Hi11 service:,; have b en d -
manc1P,1 by or~aniza tions int<'r­
~ted in young p<'oplc'i; work. Th<' 
rabbi's duties at Anshai Emcth 
will end .July 31. 

The Rabbi's letter of 
tion of followers: 

11 11 " ti1 nth d f e-1111 11 r,f I i-ofound 
rtJ:.!f'l llnd ll!tlklpntln,- JOJ 
1'.lth tPndPr Ill>' n li;ttatlon II,. Hnl,hl ,,r 

nni;rf'jlallon . \n•hRI ~;11 l'th, A" lnllllY o 
)011 hR\(' Rln·adv hP>IJd, I ha,P n••~j\·prl 

& •·all In he 0'.111!-i~t~nt 1.thbi t,, I ,r ... l,ha 
Hlllf'I .' 1IY<•t of ' I'if Prelh lrrAl'I ('11n,;rei;11.­
tl<•n. l'IP\',.IA1,d, n1t;,,, I tiH•111 1hl" 11wl­
t1tlnn 1n h, n•snl'inlNI \\Ith T:ahhl l'-11,·cr I' 
ag & .-1 nat honor a11d :ar,• i•ril llf'i;e. 1 
llkf'\\l•f' '<>t1>1d1·t II a II "rk ,,r til~tln,·tlon 
I& he 11f(ilu11 .. ,1 "lilt ti ,,.,.J:'.t ,·on r·•·iO 
1aJin11 In the .-011,Hrv. 

'?'hill r_ .. 1: 111·e•ent,; ~ll ·h n lll.t •11111, ( tlt 
01'J!Ort11mt>· tcr onP ~o >OUII,- ~- m>?<Plt, 
th&1, r!1>~1111~ Ill• pl'r•on:-il ,1,-~11• to rl' 
m11111 anti to ,-0111lm•e our 11111tuall~· pl!'a•- 1 

ant a•,nd111lo11• 111 f'PtX"IR. 1 r•~I I ra•t I 
hardl>· rf' !st th~ oppc•tlUnih lh:\t I~ ex- ll 
lf'ndrd IO Ill~ It i nnl\' I 1th lh thnu,:ht 
In n Ind ,.t th,• la1 ~,., • rt, I,' hnd t.1<' 111 

UAI Ill 01,r,ort11n.1., thn1 r 'nunl fl\111'1' thl• 
ch n;:r ot 1,n. itlon~. 

?II) 11•.nciallon, "1ll1 lhi~ ,·oni;1, .. •11 tlon 
11n!l 1111 ll!Pll!hrrsl1I;, l1111,• ht'! n ri, h lln!l 
rr11itfnl. \\'-, 1t11, 0 lnhorNI l•>~t•lh<'r ~•1r -• 
four ) t-1\r •11 •tnh•olif'n ha.1111011). "'e ha,·,•, 
f helfp, ,._ !-1tl"l ll)..:tht•!1f"fl (Hit 1.,;r1·ll I ln~·nlty. 
11111! htlllt ,t,,. TPllll•I•· on flrmrr f'°l1111d11-
llo11•. In 111y r11i111~1 ry In ) our 111lrl t. l , 
1a1·,, e 01dP1t\t•r!'d tn prP:..ch l\hAt I h•· 
IIP,rtl In hP th lrulh, In ·r11-1111"nrr with 
thi, hi h 1rnd!lio11 or mir ra,rh I h11.,·r I 
ou11ht lo intPII lh th" ,,.li.:101111 f'ri11 •,1. 

tlon n! ,,,, • ,·h11!1rPn. la lh• 1 P,l;;lnu" srhonl. 1 ' 
1 ha, .. 1·11•o p,.1·ated \\ilh .,,.,ry ,I~\\ l•h or·• 
6111li7.&•lnn 1n the l'il), In lllP hOpP nf \ iotl- t 
1,1ni,.: J1>"l~h 11<'t11it:· 111 ,11., ,·0111rr.unil)". 

1 h11,., 11t1rni1•tPti tn l'"f'rl' .. nt thP Jc"­
l•h 1•Popl~ of l'~nna 111 th• , orl1'11unlt1· r>t 
lar P, In An prfo, 1 In ht 111,w: 1 11.pecr and 
r •rOF nit Inn of 11,., nnhlH l<l•al fnr "hlrh 

• .Tf'l\l•h 1'f'11plp ,tnnd f th " :,rll• • 
ltlr .. I ,.,n dul_,. 1,1nt11l: 1111<1 l tr:i•t th>1t 
m,r llr<·P-c1ri~, ,,t,n,-\"I" t,,- ttlil.\ )I\. \ 1 11" 
rnnf!n11" 1i1e 1r1tdttfnns of ti 11 :,rn,:r11111 
lt hAA t.Hn, In truth , A !Ahr,r of Inn• 

To thf' m•·mhrr• , C I h11 hn1trti ll 1111 tn 
,i, .. tnP1111t .. , hip Al lr11 ~ ... I P~prPJ'~ 111)· 
df'Pll ll pprf'riR I Ion f"r ttw 11mny L'fJ•lrtf.'sfr 
tha.t h11, .. hf'rn "tPndPti 10 my rnmll)• anti 
,tit. Our. has h,.,n an 11tlm11cy 1111<1 cnn-

Pl'Jll'lllt, th111 I!! 111r,• h,.t,u•rn Otl!ffPl':R· 

1/,n And ra hi; All l111l11111r • I ra1111ol l1npP 
to .,,,,,.,., I 110 lariiP n dt)· 11• ,.,,,.1,,nr1. 

·,. 11h&II lnnk h11,-k 1111011 thP " ~ Pllr• In 
p,.n, 11. A• Jlt'l hnp~ th, hnppl1••t or our 
IIIP•. 

'T'h." tc mph• In t'lt•\I ln111! hn• • i,rev, <I 
It!! <If Ir~ 'f} h,.,.,. Ill "" 111111• rn)· 1lutlr 
'lhl'rf' "" non • I mli:ht COil\ Pill ntlr oh• 
t11ln a rPlt•ll frn111 thl rn11rrf' n Inn. In 
di r1111•l11s: 11, .. r11nttt>r \\Ith thP111, I lrn1e 
•'<l'r-t' , ti 111• <IP Ir" 11nt tfJ do nn> thl11 
thnt 1 ,ml<t <ll•11d1Rn Rl:f' l'rn1ta. nnd hnl 
lPA\[ni.: In 1hr 111icl<\IP or thf' >rRr \\OUld 
lnl.'111' mRn) <ll•n11,1I" " I hHn• l1rr,.ft11r 
Jl"r•m•dro tlwm In permit Ill Ill nmpl••lf' 
tho 1 "Ar ltt l'ron11, n t hAI I mh:;hl hr 
ah!•·,., l"n•1llt11 thl ,, r' rc,nf11111atl11t1 
t'lll •· •o I Pip 1h h•11ud ••ll'l"l I\ "ulln •Ir 
111,1 , • .,.~ nr, ,. n'1 tn f1nlch 111~ "ork tn 11ur 
11. ni1111n r rhRt It mh;ltt h turnNI n1 l'r to 
,.,,. """ 11th! 1 mtlm11al1 rti. 

ln "" \ of !Ill •·nn•l;l 11,11011. ti ,,. .. r !'I', 
I A•k thr hn:ud tn con•l<lf'r my rfP,::na­
tlnn l\. ft( .1111) :;1. n TPlrn•r !UP A• nf 
t1••1 !IAt•, tha• I n "'' 11 11111" my d11tit'" I 
Cl• ,-Jand \ 11::u t 1. 

l tr11•t 1hnl thP l•n11r,I ,dtl ttnrlr1 t11n<I 
th , I tiulll 1111d 1h lnlt'nt or thl Al'tio11 

on "'> 1,R.rt. 
Thr. board, in accepting Rab 

Harri~' l'C'!'lignation, rcpliC'cl 
lhf' following lett r : 

It I •ilh c\r,p 111111 ~lllrP?t• I 

tt•• or!k r anti IM Id nf 
.,n 11111 J-:,11 .. ,h lt 111111" 111'1,1 °' ;n 
len• , C .lnnunn 11, lnformlni.: u~ ,,, ti 
1·ondnful <'RII thnt 1111• hr,•11 •XI• tit>,! 
yntt le, he n~~o.- 111,-<1 \\Ith I: hhr \hi 
HIii ! ;:11,,r •>f Tlf,r,•lt I 1111•1 coni;,c-. 
lion 

\\'p r,,~r!'l ,o 1r c,1nlr1111 lntPcl 11(1. rll 
frnm our mlll•:. n "' ftr I thnt )'Ill 11 
h Pn u.n lnva.h1- hi(\ R. J( It\ our <"Oll~t 
1lnr1 11n,1 tn our rn1111111111tt,. ,, 11 1111111 

ration n th•• m nlfold nr1hltl~• of 

~m~:~,:"; r' •;;~;;m::,' p~n1'1~~t:•' nh~1•. :.~~no"r., o/h:h ot~~~t 1 _ '\\'.1;1; 
"r" rnn•Plnu , ( ,1," fRCI thnt ,our I' ,,.Ian~ 1,.mnJ,. ,,, knn, 

ill h~ h111rl o flll I •· tluit TI• 
he11,y n s, •,.ih h• re nmr ,.1 

Hn" I\"'. \\ P f P•I 11 Ir n Pl' r<I <'1• •&ti r, 

In th• '") of )c:>lll I • • A, r .. c- Al• ;,,~ I 
ann Rrl \1111fP111Pflt \\ " lAllk \nit for I 
& lari: numh•r ;,, r r f'r\"ICP : 011 ha,• 1 f'ntl•r,-11 rur cn1 
h "" h•Pll irrl•rrr Ir i: rlurin,:: h• four J •11 r• " 

r 11.nd r•cr::.,,rf e o! 11 nur ml<l•t, P f••' ro 
n.,, r >1 r i:a1tnn II 1 

CHAS. L. 
CRAWFORD 

nd hl-hh r, ,R rrl , n 
Go<!'• cnuntPnar.c• 1111 

)O I Anti ,nur fam[I, n 
·n r fu Ure h11 rnlnPi<s 
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I RABBI TALKS TO 
IMPLEMENT MEN 

"We are just beginning to real­
ize that it is not necessary for 
all to have the same set of ideals, 
that truth is a universal highway 
with millions of approaches,' 
said Rab~i Harris. 

"True civilization," said Rabb 
Harris, "is one able to unite di 

D I I d • J' versified elements of humanit 
ea ers H 0 , FI n a I into VO 1 u n tar i 1 y co-operatin 

Sessl
.OilS groups and the recognition by 

each group of the fundamental - l needs common to all!' 
Three hundred persons atlend- The convention was to be 

ing the Implement Dealers asso- brought to a close this morning 
ciation banquet last night at the v-·ith a business session. Richard 
Jefferson hotel were told by B. Bradley was on the program 

I Rabbi Melbourne Harris that a f•>r the final address. 
new code seeking the elimination 
of prejudice in the relationships 

I between men should be added to 
those now in operation. He de­
clared that there is a growing tol-
erance among the religious groups 

, in America. 
I ''The first Americans came to 
this country to escape European 
oppressions but they were the 
very ones to institute persecutions 
of-minorities in this country," said 
Rabbi Harris. "I believe that 
these prejudices can be controlled 
and conditioned if we are open 
minded enough to look at the pro­
gram aright." 
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CONGREGATION ANSHAI EMETH 
MONROE AND HANCOCK STREETS 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

RABBI M E L BOURNE HARRIS 
R ABBI 

Feb. 13, 1935 

r. bbi bb .~il lel i 1 ver 
!'.K"' st 1 5tn Street at Anse 1 L o· d 

11:::vel nd, Ohio 

Dear ab1 i ~ilver: 

on ebru~ry 17tn. 
ard ill o direct 
stay. If ossible 
morning. 

m lookin6 for,ard to my visit in Cleve nd 
I • ~11 arrive there sometime Sunday mor in 
to tne Park Lane Villa ~here 4 r sume I am to 

will try to attend t ' e service on ~unday 

I fail to send you a to ic of my addre s be ­
cause I have not been able to deter1 ine ~hat title to ive to it . 

a1 sure tl e title woul 1,a e no i f rence. 

I plAn to remain evel nd over on ay i 
order to acquaint 1.yself , jtr! as raucn of ti1e sy tem e., i. nossible 
in one day. Peruaps we c n send some time to etrer on that . on a . 

,ith kindest greetin s to '1:cs . -,ilver and your-
self, I am 

Cordially, 

1 .. .,. : r 
<---



CONGREGATION ANSHAI EMETH 
MONROE AND HANCOCK STREETS 

PEORIA. ILLINOIS 

RABBI ELBOURNE HARRIS 
RABBI 

av. Ralph Jalker 
he .... uclid Avenue Baptist C.nurch 

t 18tn ~treet at ~ucl~d Avenue 
hio 

Dear rteverend ' l:er: 

Feb . 13, 1935 

I p reciate beyond or ds your cordial letter of 

welcome on t e occnsion of my election to the !eMple in Cleve and . 

I am elated over t.e ionor ich has been bestowed n I e to be 

associatt::d wi tl bbi Silver. I look forward to a stimulatin 

ministry in leveland . 

Althou h I donot begin my duties with tne Tempe 

until Au6ust 1st,, it shall be a . leasure to eke your fr· nds ip as 

soon after arrival as poss ble. 

Tlankin you once ag in or your ,arm mes a e, 

T am 
incerely, 

• ris / 



THE EUCLID AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Dear a i Silver: 

Ea I Eight nth Street of Euclid A nu 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

•• 
REV . RALPH WALKER O. O. 

PASTOR 

e ruary 19, 1935. 

Just a line of cordi 1 re 
Rabbi Harris' lett r 1hich nleases 

ith t 
tly. 

enclosure -

It ,as a ol asurP. to see you rt t bri r monent 

t r. ie: 's ecvure . I t ou t loo· d buo•rant nd vi .orous . . . 
y God bl ss .'Oil and 'rs . i ver end . ur assistants ·n ~ ur 

li e and tor • 

R bi bba illel ~il er 
The Temple , 
nsel d. nd ~. 105th t., 

C 1 v 1 nd , 0 i o. 

He rtil,r nd sinc 0 rely, urs, 
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