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I 

Dr. Salo • ron, 
Colum,ia Univer~it, 
R .Y. 

M de r Dr. B· rona 

June 7,197 

Fir t l t m than ou for the r ·t pl u • 
which ur new book ha I ·e been r ding 
the volumes wtth tre endoue int r st and r tttic tion. ou 
have made a monumental contri ution in he fi ld r Jewish 
Hi tor ph. 

You ma · rec 11 th" t ra go ., ou 
conducted a emin r t m Temple. pr~ ion till 
line with our people. The n nxiou to h ve 
you conduc a si il'r minar th com n son, in 
Februa ore rly i rch of 1 ~8, on . ur book, on so e 
phase of Je ish histocy or on some p ri of Jew.eh 
history on hich we c n agree on 1 ter hould ou in it 
possible to come. Ou plan i to old an nin ting 
tollo ed b. a lune on t n t y or, i t ia mo e 
convenient to tau, luncheon nd n evenin tin on 
the am d • An week-d woul b re 

I m ·ting to :>U tis d C U e ! am 
anxious to h·ve you com to us. Th . 

e, WO 
be open to th e ti re co.::.muni t ' nd p to rJn 
educator, rel gi us c ool ch r , m n oh Je a 
and non-J , our mem r hp l re 0 in • e sh 11, of cur ,•et 11 • veil e,_en 
111 e ple ed to add an honor· 1 or 150. a t I h r 

from OU t .. u rl_ op?ortun·t ·? 

With all good 1 h , pe, i remf. in 

V r co d 11 , 

AH aBK 

I9l 
ld 
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<!ohmtbia filtt i\1rrsitJ,l 
in tf}r t itp of 11 rtu llork . --

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver, 

East 105th treet at Ansel Road, 

Cleve and, Ohio. 

Detir Dr. Silver, 

October 5, 19~7 

I feel ver·y much honorea by your intention to arrange 

a luncheon for me on April 4th. I shall be pleased to rrive in Cleveland 

in the course of Sunday April 5rd and hold the two seminar session on 

Sunday and onday evenings, provided tl at I s 'iall be able to leave on a 

onday night train whic would bring me to J: ew York Tues ay morning, before 

10 A. • I assume that sue an arrangement can easily be mad. 

✓ As to the subject of the Seminar I snould be glad to accept 

your suggestion and call it 11 Sociel and Religious }-lroblems of ewish Life" 

(being mainly a discussion of ry own book) . Alternative sugge tions may be 

"The odern State and the Jew, 11 "Capitalism and the J e 11 or "The Position 

of the Jew in the odern World." 

Tis being a Seminar I would appreciate if a number of 

ti, 
participants would be prepar d ~ take part in a discussion rather than myself 

delivering a monologue . 

Looking forward with great 1 sure to spendin to deys in 

your and your associates ' company, I am, with kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours , 

~~~ 
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MINISTR."5 

OSC AR THOMAS OLSO', 

CH AR LES H, IIOLD JACK 

• 

m~, i:pwnrt~-Eudth attlµt~ist £pt.11tnpal Ql~urt~ 
l!ll!J £aat <Int Jluurn &,o,ntlJ &tr,rt 

C!Itn,lanb 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Doctor SilTer: 

November 26, 1957 

I have your announcement "Religion Spea s". a I sincerely 
con6ratulate you on the scope and power of your projected 
program. You are making a real contribution to the city and 
I hope a great number of our Cleveland people will respond. 

I cannot begin to tell you how sorry I am that I have made a 
committment of my time to one of our colleges in Michigan 
which will take me out of the city for the period of these 
programs. I am announcing the series to my people and I hope 
a great many of them will find it possibl to attend. 

~'ith all good eetings and hoping that t he meeting will pro
duce all that you desire, I am 

Yours 

oro : ER 

EXECUTIVE Sl!Clll:TAIIY 

CLARIENCI'. IE. HALL 

CEACONCS 

CTHCL M . CRA'vES 



"~ o I u 1J Io ii 9 om" 

'moronto ~ehreftt <rrongregation 
MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, RABBI 

OFFICE OF THE RABBI 

TORONTO 2, ONT. 
R µy Ot- . f , D 

IA 

Dr. Abba H. Silver. 
The Temple, 
105th and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

' November 30. 1937 

I have read with deepest interest the prospectus 
of your symposium on RELIGIOl SPEAKS I, which 
appears to me to be a most comprehensive effort 
in this direction that I have yet seen. 

I ould be indeed moat interested to hear from 
you as to its outcome. likewise regarding the 
questi ~n as to how you have financed what appears 
to be so huge an undertak i ng. 

Wishing you every success in this important 
pro j e c t ~ I am 

Yours moat sincerely, ~ 

~~-~ 

MNE/S. 
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LH. RETT R. 1, 11\'C IH", P11 . D. 
Director 
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fld1to,-ial Secretary 

Ui. ·.ox Y. LANurs, l'u. D. 
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D c er 9, 19 ... 7 

Dr. Eve stt R. Clinch, Director, 
The tion l Conr ·ence ot Jewa and Chrt tiana, 
SOC> ourth venue, 

ew -Ork, B.Y. 

My de r Dr. Clinchya 

I can now writ , u in res. onse to ur 
l tter or Dec mber 6. Our Sj posium olo e 1st veninc. 
It .. one of the mo:r .. succesatul rotrama with which 
The T•pln w a eTer identified. The reaction of the 
c011111unity has been moat r tityin. Th SJmpoeium hna 
been on eTery one's lipa, eo to sp • Then a pera 
wer Tery generous in announcin it n in reporting 
the meetings u well ae in warmed tori 1 co ent. 
Our openin luncheon, at w ich iebuhr and •1 e s.> ke, 
• s attended by aore than a thousund people, J • nd 
non...Jewa. A re t number or Chr"sti n min1stere rrom 
CleTeland and the vicinity ae "ell as t e chere, educ tore, and 
aooi 1 workera attended the luncheon. Th ddr ea re 
au erb. 

The two evenin meting dre attendances bich 
averaged clo eon to twelve hundred, in spit of very incl nt 
weather and the nigh impaaaability of the treet1. Dr. Holt, 
Dr. Fine hriber and Dr. Claueen made impreeaive d th 111 ttul 
contr1but1on1 to the aubJecta which were discuseed. The rational 
Conference for Jews and Christiana CG in tor eneroua ?r•l•• 
lat evenin both at the hand• of Dr. Clau en and y~elf. 

I am pe suaded t t the a mpoaium idea should be 
copied in other cOIUIWliti s. I shouln like to see the next 
ia?ortant ympoliWR put on under th auepic •of~ Church 
inst or a T le, but car ing out the e general de• 
and the same ind or et-up. 

11th 11 good wishes, remain 

V ~ cordially youre, 

HS1Blt 



Rabbi urice •• Ei ndr th, 
21 Dund s S~u re, 
1 oronto, Canada. 

y de r isendratha 

I nelayed answering y~~r letter until a ter 
our S mpo ium. I c n no ite ·0·1 e out it. It ,roved 
tre endousl • eucce ful. 0·1r on- a: no n luncheon etine 
was att nd b .. over a thousand peoµle, -Je nd n-Je a, 
cler .. :men, ~ducator , ocitl orkere, al or le , etc. 
1h a dr see ot Dr. 1 buhr nd Dr. is nding 
an the gr ~t a1dience & eepl ·mpress.d. m• t n a 
Tuesday night and e nesdsy ni ht, in oitA oft ver 
inclement weath r, (We n~~day• ~ ath r s cl~s on to 
~ero) drew clos on tot· elve hundr d ople ch. Tb 
addr s sa of Holt, Fin shrib,.,. r d 1 usen e • on a vacy 
high level. Each•- aA r took gre t pains t~ _re::>4re 
at~ htful and etimul t ng addre~s. 

The mpoaium as be t t l· o th ton. 
The ne sp p rs h ve be n ve " g nero s 1n _ ortin 1 t 
and in commenting on it editorial~y. The f-6.nancing ot 
the S~ ?O•iwa, bout taoo, w s don. b: a gr u_ f :,on ors 
so that the congreg .tion 1 dg t e not loaded with the 
ex ense. 

y pur;,oae in launchint: th ., m osium w a 
two-fold one. Lay oont , ences or all kind r being 
held in our communitie, euch as the Foreign r 1 a 
Council, to., whe~e the gre 4t robl me of our d: a rliacu~aed -
al •l• from a aecul·r .oint of vie. I anted t dr tize 
the fact th t Religion has e t crd to sa about theee 
ue tion and a vast amount of wisdom to bring to bet r upon thea. 

· eec nd objective ae to bring Jo•• and 
n n..Jewe togeth r to discues th e gr at rohleme an to 
make them re lihe t t these probleme r co~.mon to 11 



Dec r 10, 1 7 

religiona. furthermore, th t in sci to 
de ree lao n Sorlet Communia, the Judaeo-Chr eti 

tr di tion ae hol ie bein r ttac ed, an t t ck 
u on the Jew ie only . art ot' this world- ide pon 
th sic t aohin • ot 11 ion. 

It ie difficult, or course to ti te the 
Talu• and ttect of uch a~ oeium but I th·n th t • 
e irred co eiderable thinKin ng the eople in our 
c01111unit lon th•• lines. 

it 11 good 1. he, .erm t to m n 

C rd 11 • · , r , 

AH a 



<!tohtntbia filn i\1trsit,, . 
in tilt ~itp of nrtu ))ork 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
E. 105th Street & Amsel lioad, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

December 15, 19D7 

~ 
I wonder whether a slight chan e in date of my arrival 

in Cleveland would cause any s rious inconvenience~to your group? 

I have been invited to address the C licago Rabbinical "Kall81' at t 1e 

end of March an should like to avoid, if at all possible, two su~ces ive 

trips to the MiddleWest. 

T.ae intend to .oave their meE;ting on Sunday, rch ~7th. 

Would it be possible to arl'ange my seminar for tho evenings o~.rch 

28th and 29th witll the lune eon taki 1 lace on tl.1.e 29th ? As an 

ternative I s1..ould imagine that the "K~la" ma¥ take place on 'Sunday 

April 5rd with my seminar postponed onl 7>ne day to ~onaay and Tu say, 

April 4tu an 5th. However, the first ~rrantement seems mo e agree ble 

to the group in Chicago. May I ask you to wire to my office at your 

earliest convetience your decision in ~i.is matter, so that I .1Ilc1Y inform 

Rabbi Blumenfeld of the College of Jewish Studies in Chicat.o wit .. out 

undue delay 'l 

Thank you for your kind c1ttention to t is mater. 

Co roially yours, 



"~olv ~lossam" 

'Cfioronto ~ebrefu Qlongregation 
MAURICE N . EISENDRATH. RABBI 

OFFICE OF THE RABBI 

p 
TORONTO 2, ONT. 

S UA E 

December 14, 193 7 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
The Temple. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

I wish to thank you so very much for your detailed 
report on your Symposium on Religion, in which I 
was very deeply interested. 

I am mo st gratified that it turned out to be so 
preeminently successful. I think that you have 
started something that will find its repercussi ons 
in many another community. 

I hope that when our new building is completed next 
year I may be able to undertake something. even if 
not as elaborate, at least along the same lines. 

Once again thanking you both for your kind letter 
and for the leadership which you are manifesting 
in the direction ot a reform re-awakening. I am 

Yours most 

MNE/S. 



UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

BROADWAY AT 120TH STREET 

NEW YORK 

December 15, 1937 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you very much for your kind 
letter and the check. 

I am sorry to say that I spoke mere
ly from notes and do not have a manuscript of my 
address. I have had several previous requests for 
it but wrote in every case that there was nothing 
that I could do about it. I am glad that the 
Symposium was such a success. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Cordially yours, 

~~ 
Reinhold Niebuhr 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland~ Ohio 
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(!olumbia filn i\1rrsit,, 
in t~r~itpofl~ttu}Jork 

DEPAATMENT OF HISTORY 

Dr. Abba tlillel ilver, 
Cleveland, lJhio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Uecember 17, 19D7 

Many thanks for your telegram and for your 

kindness in chan ing the date of my Seminar. 

Looking forward to seein6 you in re , I am, 

incer el yours, 



1 . 1: . .. HILO 

RABBI 

THE TEMPLE 
CONGREGATION RODEF SHOLEM 

YOUNGSTOWN , OHIO 

Dece, ber 21 , 1937 . 
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December 28, 1 S7 

Dr. I.E. Philo, 
The Temple, 
Congreg tion Roder holem, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

K de r Dr • .?hiloa 

Let me thank ou for our letter ot 
December 21. I note that ;} ou are planning to present 
to our com .unity the ay■poaium on •Religion Spe ks". 
I hope th·t ou ■ay aucceed in getting together the 
same out tandin talent which 1r had here. 

It may be pos ible tor • to articipate in the 
e mpoei\111 it it ia h ld on a conveni nt te. program 
for Pebrua and roh is pretty well crowded with out
of-town engage ente. I am tree on Tue.d y and edne day, 
February 15 and 16, on Tu "'d y and edne day, arch 1 
and 2, and on ednead ., rch 9. My customary 
honor rium is t2so. B caus t e le as posiwn - it 

ou.ld be 150. 

AHSaBK 

With all good wishes, I main 

Very cordially y ur, 



u. ALBERT LOWELL 
ROGER A ZUCKER 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LOWELL AND ZUCKER 

UNION TRUST BUILDING 

CLEVELAND. 0. 

t.Tanuary 11, 1938. 

Rabbi A. li. Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 
Ansel Road and E. 105th St., 
Cleveland, o. 

Dear Rabbi: 

I am enclosi~g you~ oheek for 50.00 
f'rom the Temple Men's Club, as our share of the 
Symposium. 

Y oJtra very truly, 

JAL-EV 
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lohunbia ~tti\1rrsit,1 
in thr<Citvofllrtullork 

• --
0EPAATMENT OF H I STORY 

March 2, 1958 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am not quite sure that I understand your in uiry 
concerning the topic which I am to discuss at the luncheon session. 
I thought that the Seminar is to take place on two evenings to 
be attended by a more or less selected group of people,w o had done 
some reading on the subject under discussion. I visualize-. the 
luncheon to be a social affair during which I may say a few words 
on one or another subject of contemporary interest, as the situation 
might require. In fact, I have thought of consul.tin you,after 
my arrival in ~eveland as tow ich phases of contemporary life 

tt ' h • would appeat~or special interest to the group attending t e lune eon. 

If you agree with this interpretation, I s~ould like to 
submit the following subtitles for the two eveningsi On the first 
evening I might discuss "J,ewish Attitudes to Social Problems." 
I have in mind, especia+].y, the pol1t1ctt! ·ana 6cio-eco oiiiic 
doctrines of rabbinical Judaism in their application to con
temporary social questions. On the second evening I shall speak 
on "The Historic Problems of the Jewish Communities." 

In accordance with Rabbi liarris 1 s wish, I am enclosing 
one glossy picture for use in your publicity department. The 
biogra hical data may easily be compiled out of Who's Who in 
America with the addition of my recently published Social and 
Religious H18tory of the Jews. 

With kindest re ards, I am., 

Sincerely yours, 

JtvfA!J~ 
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Jewish Institute of Religion 

announces 

Six LECTURES 

by 

DR. GERHARD GERSHOM SCHOLEM 

of 
HEBREW UNIVERSITY 

PALESTINE 

HILDA STICH STROOCK LECTURER 

FOR 1938 

Oil 

Jewish Mysticism: 
Major Trends 

EVENINGS OF 

February 28, March 1, 2, 7, 8, 9 

AT EIGHT-FIFTEEN 

aJ Jh~ 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

West 68th Street near Central Park 
New York 

0 



Mo""4y 
Feb. 28 

Tuesday 
Marth 1 

1. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF ~1¥Sfl• 
,et8M'.'::t.i'"1 JEWISH MYSTICISM 
~E. 

Purpose of these lectures: What is Mysticism? 
The paradoxical nature of mystical experience. 
Mysticism as an historical phenomenon. Mythos, 
Religion and Mysticism. Mystical interpretation of 
religious values. Jewish Mysticism influenced by the 
positive contents of Judaism. The Kabbalist theory 
of the Divine attributes. The doctrine of Senroth. 
The Torah-a living organism. Mystical interpreta
tion of language. 

Mysticism and the historical world. Cosmogony 
and eschatology in relation to Mysticism. Tradition
alist outlook of Jewish mystics. Jewish philosophy 
and Kabbalism. Allegorization and symbolism. 
Philosophical and mystical interpretation of Halacha 
and Agada. Mythical elements in Kabbalist thought. 
The resurrection of Mythos. The success of Kabbal
ism and its price. 

2. ABRAHAM ABULAFIA AND THE DOCTRINE 
OF PROPHETIC KABBALISM. 

Kabbalist reticence and censorship. Vision and 
ecstasy. Debhekuth, wisdom and inspiration. Life 
and work of Abulafia. His doctrine of ecstatical 
knowledge. The "science of combination." The 
music of pure thought. Prophetic Kabbalism. Mys
tical transfiguration as the essence of ecstasy. Prac
tical Kabbalism and the Magic of Inwardness. 

3. THE ZOHAR AND THEOSOPHICAL KAB
BALISM. 

Wednesday 
March 2 

Literary character and composition of the Zahar. 
Its authorship. A genius of homiletics. The Zohar 
and Abulafia. Jewish Theosophy. The process of 
hidden life in God. The doctrine of God and the 
Realm of Divinity. The Sefuoth. Some instances of 
mystical symbolism. Mythical imagery in mystical 
thought. The problem of sexual symbolism. The 
nature of evil. Unity of theosophy, cosmology and 
psychology. 

ity. A religion of paradox. Influence of Marranic 
psychology on Sabbatianism. Mystical Nihilism and 
the Holiness of Sin. The new conception of God: 
The first cause, or the God of Reason, and the first 
effect, or the God of Revelation. Sabbatianism and 
eighteenth century rationalism. 

6. HASIDISM. 

Wednesday 
March 9 

The transformation of Kabbalism into a popular 
movement. The alternatives of Mystical development 
after the collapse of Sabbatianism. Return to esoteric 
forms of worship:~ ilaalem Sllu'abi 1oteosi6cabQO 
of its pepalar aspect&-: Hasidism. Kabbalism purged 
of its Messianic elements. Sabbatianism and Hasid
ism. What is novel in Hasidism? The essential 
originality of Hasidism not connected with mystical 
theosophy, but with mystical ethics. Zaddikism 
implied by the intrinsic nature of Hasidism. The 
personality of the Zaddik: the living Torah. The 
Hasidic story. 



HILDA STICH STROOCK LECTURESHIP 

A lectureship on the History and Philosophy of 
Religions, bearing the above name, was established at 
the Jewish Institute of Religion in 1927. It is designed 
to bring to the students of the Institute the fruits of 
the best scholarship of distinguished students and 
representatives of the world's religions. 

Thus far the following series of lectures have been 
delivered and published: 

rr Israel and the Tower of Babel" 
- Hugo Gressmann 

"! oseph11s- the Man and the Histot'ian" 
- H. St. John Thackeray. 

"The f ewish Foundation of Islam" 
- Charles Cutler Torrey. 

A 



1,. SALO W. BARON 

'in e L JO 'alo \\ ittmaycr Baron 

ha · been Profe.·~or of Jcwi.:·h ]-li:

tory Literature an i Institutions on 

the :\lilkr Foundation at Col 111hia 

l ni ,·er.·i ty. He has also .·e1-ved for a 
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In, titute of Rdigion an i of the 

Graduate hoo] for Jewi:h 'o ial 

\York':'Born in u tria where he re-, 
ei\·ed he Doctl r of Philo~ophy de-

n-rcc from the l nivcrsity of Y'icnna 

l)r. Baron came to the l nikd ' tat<.! · 

in l 9 ~ 6. From 1 9 _ 7 to 1 ( , o he ,va 

Profr .. or )f J e\vi . h Hi. tory an 

:\ctin > L ibrarian at the l ewi . h In. ti 

tu e of Religion and from J ..., tu 

r 9 J O \, a. l)i rector of a i van ed 

tudic . . He i: a Fe] low of the Amer

i an A ademy of Jewi h Re. earch 

and ·ince I 9- ha · l een one of th<.! 

editors f the 'ydopedia J udaita. 



~bt ~tmplt 
East 105th St. and Ansel Road 

takes pleasure in announcing 

TWO SEMINARS 

I 

DR. SALO W. BARON 
of Columbia University 

Monday Evening - March 28, 1938 
Tuesday Evening - March 29, 1938 

11bje,t: 

THE SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS 
OF JEWISH LIFE 

I I 

DR. GERHARD GERSHOM SCHOLEM 
of The Hebrew University, Palestine 

Wednesday Evenin - March 30, 1938 
Thursday Evening - March 31, 1938 

11bject: 

JEWISH MYSTICISM AND HASIDISM 

The meetings will be held in Mahler Hall at 8: 15 p. m. 

They are free and open to the public. 



DR. SALO W. BARON 

Since 1930 Salo Wittmayer Baron has been Professor 
of Jewish History, Literature, and Instituhons on the Miller 
Foundation at Columbia University. He has also served 
for a number of years at the head of the History Depart
ment of the Jewish Institute of Religion and of the Graduate 
School for Jewish Social Work. 

Born m Austria, he received the Doctor of Philosophy 
degree from the University of Vienna. From 1927 to 1930 
he was Professor of Jewish History and Acting Librarian at 
the Jewish lnshtu e of Religion, and from 1928 to 1930 was 
Director of advanced studies. He is a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Jewish Research and since 1929 
has been one of the editors of the ''Cyclopedia Judaica." 

In 1937, Professor Baron published his monumental 
work, "A Social and Religious History of the Jews", in 
three volumes. 



DR. GERHARD GERSHOM SCHOLEM 

Dr. G rhard Gershom Scheiern w s born m Berlm m 
1897. He was educ ted t Berhn, Jena, Bern and Mumch 

Umvers1h s. He was grdduated from the Mumch Um
v rs1ty m 1922, from which he rec 1ved th d re of 
Doctor of Philosophy. He wen to Paleshne in 1923, and 

vas head of the Juda1shc D parlrnent of the Jewish National 

Library 1923-1927. 

He was appointed lecturer at the H brew Umvers1ty m 

1925, and prof ssor of J wish Myshc l Lit ralur m 1933. 

He is the author of "Bibhograph1a Kabbahshca"; "Das 

Buch Bahir"; "Perak1rn Letoldoth S1fruth hakkabbalah"; 

and numerous ocher publicahons m th field of Mysticism. 



Monday 

March 2 

DR. BARON1S SEMINAR 

JEWISH ATTITUDES TO SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS 

The political, social and economic doctnnes 

of rabbinical Judaism in their application to 

contemporary social questions. 

T11esdaJ 

March 29 

THE HISTORIC PROBLEMS OF 
THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES 

DR. SCHOLEM1 S SEMINAR 

Wed11esdal' GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 
l1-farch 30 MYSTICISM AND JEWISH MYSTICISM 

ThursdaJ 

March 31 

What is Myshc1sm? Mysticism as an historical 

phenomenon. Mystical interpretation of religious 

values. The Kabbalist theory of the Divine 

attributes. The doctrine of Sefiroth. 

Mysticism and the historical world. Tradi

tionalist outlook of Jewish mystics. Jewish 

philosophy and Kabbalism. Allegorization and 

symbolism. 

HASIDISM 

The transformation of Kabbalism into a popular 

movement. The alternatives of Mystical develop

ment after the collapse of Sabbatianism. Return 

of esoteric forms of worship: Hasidism. Kabbalism 

purged of its Messianic elements. What is novel 

in Hasidism? 

' 
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IN THREE VOLUMES 
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By SALO W. BARON 
Professor of Jewish History, Literature, 

and Institutions, on the Miller Foundation, 

Columbia University 
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l 1 u 1 I 

T H}., pr a<l f anti-· ·miti min Ger
man) and thl' r • t of the world· the 

int<:rnational importan c of the Zioni t 
t·. periml'nt • tl1l' upbuildi1w of a n ·w 
J ewi h republi in the l\ iet n ion· the 
rdigiou ri. i- of J udai. m and it int r
rl'lation with the rcli (riou.· c1i i in hri -
tianit\ ha,·l' all awakened and in rca eel 
th ' intere t of J n and non-J cw alike 
in the hi tor) and pre nt n<lition . f 
the ]<: \vi h pe plc. 

. \1thmwh a curate knowl ·dg • of the ~ ~ 

re1i 1riou o ·ial ancl c onomi ha k-
ground f th • J ·wi. h peopl • i of para-
mount importance in undn tanding th ·. c 
pre.ent-cla) problem. fn attempt. ha,c 
been m:1tle ince Graetz to bring to(re thcr 
in a compreh ·n. i,e and dct;ti lnl form 
the m· 'l• .... ar) bod) of fa t.. 

or h:n • thl' fa ·t. of hi ton hl'rn uh
jL"cted to a riQ"orou and ohje ·ti, e anal) i 
which \\ould interpret for toda_ th · 
t·\ t·nt of the pa t and thu gain a propn 
p ·r j)l'CtiH· of the future. In , iew of th \'. 
problem and intcrl'. t of toda) uch a 
tud) combining hi...,tor) and inkrpreta

tion . hould he of real , aim:. 

A Complete Modern Study 

Dr. Baron three ,oluml· which at
tempt to fill thi long--frlt need for a 
omplc:te and modern tuch gre\\' out of 

a IHI lL·u of ten lll'rmerhorn Le ·tur 
ddi, ·r ·d at olumbia l ni, er it 111 

l 

I l 

I 931 under th· titl • J ·wi h o ·iet) 
and Religion in Their Hi tori al Intcrr ·
lation. \ hile broaden d in op ancl 
amplified in ontent . o ;1. to ju tify fulh 
it..., pre ent broader title- A ocial awl 
Rf'fi,riou. History of the fnv.-thc \Vork 
i . rill primarily onccrned with it ori!,!
in,tl thenll': the interrelation of o ·ial 
and rcli(Tiou force a e ·cmplified in 
th lon o- hi tc ri c, ol ution of the J cwi. h 
people . 

The author ha . u • ·e • fu 11 attempt ·d 
to la • th • foundation for a o iologi ·al 
ap1 roach to J ewi"'h hi. tory to c ·1 lain the 
formation of th ' fundamental ~ocial 
tr ·ml in Jewi h life from the hihli al at!t: 
to the pre cnt and to de ·rib· their influ
t·nn· on tht· ancient I raclitic relit!ion 
and on mt·dil', al and modern J utl:ti...,m. 

Arrangement of the Volumes 

The arrangement of th<: three , ol
ume 1 not trictl) ·hronolo!?;i al . in ·e 
certain hi toric:tl pha • are treat ·d in 
their total dn 1:lopment within th ' con
fine of one cha1 ter. Thr<:e chapter· are 
dn oted to l"ach of the four major p ·ri(){L 
of Jcwi h hi...,tor. and th · e · hapter. om
pri l' the fir t two, ol umt'. the final ·hap
tcr bringing the . tudy ·omplctcly up-to
dat1:. 'f'h • third , ol um· ontain..., th· \'cry 
e.·ten i,t'. note and a larcre workinrr hib-

~ 

liograph) whi ·h be ·au e of thl ompre-
hen iH: nature of the \\'ork are n 'l' .a r ' 



to a full ernluation of th ntirc pro je t. 
. .\fter an intro luct ry haptcr ~h£ p

tcr II-I\ deal v,'ith the hi -tory of ancient 
I rad dov,n to the R e toration . hapter 
\ - \TII trl'at of the period brtwn:n ~-\ le ·
:mder and 1ohamm ., d whi] Chapter. 

VIII-..-' di..., tL . the medi \ al period from 

th ri c f I 1am to the \'cnteenth cen

tun. inally hapt r ... I II and the 
1'.,piloguc arl' dc\'oted to modern J ewi h 

hi t rr. 

\ 1 a rntaprcta t 1o n 

fiel d. 

ill the Jew Survive? 

the he•ri nning of hi. 1a t ch;tpter-

1.pilngutin which in the pace of one 
11drt·d pagl'. , i:-. hoth a succinct . ta te
nt of the prL·...,ent ~ituation and a kl'en 
1h i of thl' futttn:-D r. Baron wrik.: 

I~· _h-\\'i.h prnpll' arl' pa~ ing throu~h 
of thl' ~Tl'ate~t of th ·ir hi torical 

• L' .. .. One mu. t !!O ha ·k perhap. to 

I ir .... t Exile to find ~'1 . ituation equa 11 ~ 
tll:ttrni ng. The fact that J ·w • and 
1d. i. m ha , ·1: . o )on(! . uni, ·d a:!,ai 11. t 

r ll1L'tHlou. odd mar !1elp to rl'a,. un· the 
ll' t nt ~L·ncra ion.· Their , itali \ and 

per i.' trncc orer more than three mil ll'll
nia ha, e rootl'd them in the life of thi 
gl bc with l'\l'r dcepl'r permanrncl'. 

e, erthe]c " there ha bccn hl'ard f<lr 
dtcade: the uncl'a i1w quc tion: wil I thl' 
Je\\' uni, : 

In thi ,piloguc 1 I r. Baron undcr-
take to an'-Wl'r in. ofar a. it can he an-
wcred, thi important quc tion. H di -

cu .. -e. in rational tl'rm. and from an oh
je ti\' , i wp< int man) tim · l} ubjt.:ch 
under th followin ,r h ·a ling · : Biological 
D an o-er • C ri. i. • T h · :\ l rn-



Table of Contents Shows Scope of the Volumes 

\ o L ME I: J l'Wi. h 'o ·i<:ty and Religion; Thl' Origin. of I:ra ·l; King: 

and Proph ·t~; The Crucial Tl'. t • The E ·pan:ion of Judaism; The Great 

' hi~m • The \Vorld of the Talmud; Th Infidel. 

Vo L t 1 ME I I: The \ andcrer • \Vithin the Ghetto \Val I:; Emancipation· 

ationa]i m; ' pilo rue. 

Vo L ME I I I: ote. ; Bibli graphy; Index. 

~earl) 1 _ o page~ in all, hound in three hambome ,olume~ 

each >r4 b: 6 ¼ in ·he:. 

--------
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SUBJECT: 

SPEAKER: 

TIME: 

SEMINAR 

THE SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS PROBLF.MS OF JEWISH LIFE 

PROFESSOR SALO W. BARON - COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, 
DEPAR ENT OF HISTORY 

MONDAY EVENING - March 28th 
TUESDAY EVENING- March 29th 

LUNCHEON - Tuesday noon 

- Under auspices of The Temple Men's Club -
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