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iy 26 MARCH ;5
36 TH PLTN HQS DUCTH NEW GUINEA
997TH:SI6 SVC BN
APO 565 % PM FRISCO
DEAR RABBI SILVER,
JUST RECEIVED YOUR ANSWER TODAY, THE THINGS
YOU HAVE TO SAY MEAN A LOT TO ME, NOT NECESSARILY BECAUSE OF

YOUR POSITICN, BUT MORE BECAUSE THEY MAKE SENSE,

YOU MENTION SENDING ME SOME LITERATURE===-THIS
WOULD BE MOST APPRECIATED, THE THINGS | WOULD LIKE BEST WOULD
BE ODD | FEAR, FOR THEY WOULD BE COPIES OF THE TALMUD, KORAN,
WRITINGS OF CONFUCIOUS, AND THE BOOK OF THE MORMBNS, DEAR
SIR, | FEEL THAT BE READING ALL THESE AND PICKING THE VERY BEST
FROM EACH, ONE WOULD BE BETTER ABLE 7O -GUADE HIMSELF AND
HELP OTHERS, EACH PARTICULAR BOOK HAS A GREAT DEAL TO OFFER,
AND EACH COVERS THE SAME POINTS BUT FROM DIFFERENT WAMS OF
LOOKING AT THE SUBJECT.,

IN
- | AM PRESUMING MUCH/#F WRITING LIKE THIS, |

AM HOPING FOR PATIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE FROM A MAN THAT HAS SEEN
MUCH KM AND KNOWS THE IMPORTANCE OF A BROADENED POINT OF VIEW/
TO BE ABLE TO SEE HOW OTHERS LOCK AT THINGS=~-THAT{S TRULY

A WONDERFUL THING, AND TO ACHIEVE THIS 1| BELIEVE THAT ONE

MUST UNDERSTAND WHAT THE OTHER BELIEVES IN, AND/&Q} THEY BELIEVE

IN AT,

| HAVE CHANGED JOBS AND THOUGH STILL PRESENTED
WITH THE SAME PROBLEMS, AHV A FEW NEW ONES THROWN IN. THIS
IS AN OPERATIONS CENTER, A SORTOF GIANT SWITCHING CENTRAL AND
RELAY POINT FOR ALL MESSAGE TRAFFIC ENTERING NEW GUINEA, THE

PROBLEMS ARE MORE TE&CHNICAL THAN THOSE FOUND IN A SIGNAL CENTER.



IT IS MOST EXCITING, ESPECIALLY WHEN LINES GO OUT AND ELECTRICAL
STORMS RAISE HARRY WITH THE RAD10S. NO GRAY HAIRS YET, IN

FACT 1'M HAPPIER THAN EVER BEFORE, BECAUSE WHEN | HIT THE
SACK AT NIGHT NO ONE HAS TO ROCK ME %0 SLEEP=-=--THERE ARE

NO MORBID AND UNCALLED FOR THOUGHTS OF THINGS THAT | AM

MISSING, MY PARTICULAR JOB 1S ASSISTENT OPERATIONS OFF ICER,

BUT THERE IS SO VERY MUCH TO LEARN THAT | FILL THE CAPACITY IN
NAME ONLY ROGHT NOW,

| HOPE THAT THIS LETTER FINDS YOU IN THE BEST
OF HEALTH. PLEASE GIRE MY REGARDS TO YOUR FAMILY 7¢ AND TO
THE FEW TEACHERS ON YOUR FACULTY THAT MIGHT POSSIBLY REMEMBER
ME,
WON'T FORGET WHAT YOU HAVE WRITTEN, BUT

PLEASE WRIT7E MORE,

PERHBPS YOU HAVE BETTER SUGGESTIONS IN THE WAY OF LITERATURE ,

LEAD ON, IT'S TINE | LISTENEDYS
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§6TH PLTV HQS
997TH SIG SVC BN
APO 565 % PM FRISCO

VIA AIRMAIL

DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER

%" THE TEMPLE
ANSEL ROAD
CLEVELAND
OH10
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AN ODE TO INDIA

It seemg like years since that eventful day,
When you were fore 4 to hear me say,
Goodbye, my Darling, don't be ' lue,

For I will soon ¢ >me home to you,

You took it bravely, you were gre=t,
You left our ha pilness to fate,
You'd hesvd from God and He wae true,
He c21d he'éd send me back to yow

Then came the brat ride, it was hell,
We tossed our cookies 2s 1% rose and fell,
It was hot and stuffy and not much spzace,
We anxiously waited to reach our base,

After an eternity our faces were lighted,
Someone called out that land was slghted,

Happy smiles were slyly passed,
or we were in sight of land at last,

We got off the beat and on a train,

And he-ded through Indias' vast terrain,

Afber days of riding and our bodies full of eramp,

We were dum-ed at the doorsteps of our overseas cemp,

That was the beginning of 1ife in the raw,

The worst Xind of living that I ever saw,

shere sickness prev- ils =2nd ilnsects galore,

you kill half a dozen 2nd there's two dozen more,

We're no longer rookles, we're learning the ropnes,
But get us in town and e're nothing but dopes,
we're eager to buy and e=sily taken,

By the indian merchants in this land God-Porsazken,

There's nothing to do tor the averege G,I.,

But to sit and write letters, reminlsce snd =igh,
He dresms of his femily and remembers his dates,
And thinke of the tun he had back in the states,

Oh, Yes; we have movies th.y're all up-to-dste,

They were relessed seven years sgo, they Just got here late.
Shirley Temple's still a baby and Clark Gables still pEmmEEgs-»» 4
Mickey Rooney is still playing,"Strike up the Band".

We're anxiously walting to get the he
11 out
And when that day comes yougll hear us all ;hout.

Goodbye dear old India, I'd
much ~
Than ever return to th; C.B, 1. TR N
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1934 General KHospnital
APO 513, ¥ PM, NY, NY
June 20, 1945

You're Telling Us

The Temple

Ee 108 Street and Ansel Road

Cleveland

Chio

Dear [riends:

It was with a great deal of joy and reminscing that I received
your first issue of YOU'RE TELLING US. I'm all for it! YOU'RE TELL=-
ING US 1s an excellent medium between friends. I'm sure that all of
us are eager to know "where he 18", "what he's doing", "what his fut-
ure is", and far from least "just how he 1is",

In answer to the above 1I'll add my two cents worth for anyone
who might be iInterested. The 1934 has been in Verdun, France, since
New Year's Eve, We left the States on Halloween, after spending two
wonderful weeks at lNyles Standish., PRoston and New York were swell,
not to mention Wellesley. MNade the crossing on the AMERICA, rechrist-
ened for the Army WEST POINT, in good time and unaccording to schedule
we spent one month in Glasgow. The Scottish people are most hospitable
and I made some lasting friends. A trip.that would take one-half day
in peacetime took us a week - crossing the Channel., It was our land-
ing at Le Havre that brought the war direct to the heart, Comnlete
devastion was the only thing in sight, as we were the first to arrive
at said port. Another Jump to Etretat, whéere we were greeted by booby
traps, Cerman propagandal, etc. ' MNanaged to survive the ordeal, only to
find Verdun the land of "RBed-check Charlies" (enemy aircraft). We're
sited in a French hospltal and have what is cormonly known as a "per-
fect set-up". If only it would lasti! The censored letter shows you
what I mean.

Tonite I'm off to Paris for a three-day pass. Will spend my time
with Bill Iipton and Bill MNoss.

Been wondering how I'm earning my two stripes? Kept me busy in
Vedical Supply for a while, but now I'm stuck in Information and Educat-
ion. The training s chedules we're drafting up now will be the "last
straw", By the time I get home I'll have to move to Cedar Avenue.

It'll be your fault if I miss that train! The best of luck to

vou all and may God bless you and keep you. My best regards to Rabbis
Silver end Kramer and my friends of The Temple.

A bientot,

“Beb o
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August 3, 1945,
UNITED STATES NAVY

Rabbi Abba ilillel Silver,
The Temple,

Ansel Road & E, 105th St.,
Clevelana, Chio.

My Dear Rabbi;

After = proionged perioa or absence, I am again
happy to write you or my appreciation in receiving the Temple's
regular idoliday Gitts and to have a trriendly chat with you.

I enjoyed reaaing the new Temple brain child "Your Teliing Us"
nda frounda it extremely interesting, and know it will please all
the Temple service men.

This cariier has been with the Fast Carrier Task
Force, or wilch admiral Halsey is the Commander, for some months
now and we nave seen much action. NOthing is more stirring ana
conriaent-giving as when stepping onto the flight deck and seelng
the numerous types of warships cruising along mightily, and when
their cuns begin roaring;) despite the dearening sound, one feels
greatly comtorted. One redaliy ileels proua or peins a part 01
this vast navy.

We nave been through the entire Okinawa caiipaign,
and have hit surrounding islands (these names are censored for
the time being)/ but you have no doubt been reading about that
in the dally newspaper. Strangely enough, we have to await for
the news from elsewhere as to what we have been doing. That is,

in receiving a more eclaborate account or the navy's action.

Sometimes it seems incredible,when sitting on the
I'light deck and viewing the brillient golaen sunrises ana sunsets
or in the still peacetull darkness of night, that L am so very,
Veryiar away Irom home. ilowever, L have attempted to maintain
my bright mental outlook ami have derived joyous compensation by
doing so. In these thougntrul moments one usually reminisces on
the many pleasant experiences ot one's home, und knowing that his
family, relatives and friends haven't been subjected to what so
liany people in other countries have is another encouraging una
uplifting thoueht.

My time here as yeoman ot this fighting sguadron
has been unusually busy and interesting. Even on this carrier
there are many things for which to be thankful. For example,

I am constantly thankriul that we are able to get three sub-
stantial meals a day, drink clean, cool water as orten as I wish,
live 1n a clean environment, do interesting work, listen to the
radio daily as well as record players to favorite records, read
O00Ks and magazines, the opportunity to visit with various men

(Phil Greenstein, ¥le, VF-47, c¢/o F.P.0., San Francisco, Cal.)
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UNITED STATES NAVY

and excihange ideas, and even to enjoy free moments ol being alone
just to meditate and reflect. Also, L am thankful for not having
been on the FRANKLIN or BUNKER HILL carriers when they were bombed,
because we were right near botn on those two tragic instances. And
finally, L am extremely thankful for several narrow misses wiich
this ship was tortunate in avoiaing. One suiclaer missea us Dy

a rew yards, while another whizzed ovel us without doing anything,
for some unexplainsble reason. Yes, Rabbi, tor all the above things
i shall be extremely thankrul this coming Thanksgiving.

Now that I have related some or my experiences, which
have carried me away tor the moment, 1 want to say a Tew words
that belongs right at the beginning of this letter. I want to
express my humble tribute to you on celebrating your 25th anni-
versary with tne Temple. The April 8th issue or the Temple Bull-
etin, which I have before me, bristles with praises ana worthy
tributes in your behall, and I felt.so*keenly huppy in r-ading
them, just as it you were a pal of ine or very Jlong stanaing ana
have trinally come into his own.

May I otrter you in naval terminology -

TEARTY WELL DONE AND SINCEREST WISHES FOR MANY LLANY LIORE
\RS OF COM/UNITY, STATE, NATIONAL AND INTERNATION UPBUILDING X

-
4
-

A
YE

I feel that I know you very well, and yet I stiil
am looking rorwara to my rirst genuine meeting with you; that 1is,
a personal chatty coaversation with you, and the next time I come
home tor a leave, which will give me more time than I have ever
haa, 1 will surely phone you. 1 trust that this st anding appoint-
ment will hold, whenever that may be.

Ylease pass my sincerest wishes to «rs. Silver, ana
may all your wishes ror the next 25 years be completely fulrilled.

Sincerely yours,

(Phil Greenstein, Yle, VF-47, ¢/o F.P.0., San Francisco, Cal,)




Chaplain Herschel Lymon

Okinawa
16 August 1945

Dear Rabbi Silver,

This is just a short persomal note from the other side
of the world. I have seen much and experienced more
during my stay on this island. Naturally, all of us
aere tremendously relieved to know that now it's all
over, afd we look forward to getting back home.

1 cannot rightly call myself the Okinavischer Rav, be-
cause there are other Jewish chaplains who could contend
for the honore. However, allowing me liberties in the
text, the mame and title: the Gaon of Shuri might proper-
ly be applied to me, since our outTit is located only a
short distance of famed Shuri Castle.

During the High Holidays I shall conduct services in the
town of Neha == which scholars might assert is an apocop-
ated form of Nehardeas I don't know. However, there is
no equivalent for Pumpeditha, so I shall bring to an end
my scholarly investigationsi

At all events, I welcome this chance to greet you and Mrse.
Silver, and even though this is a letter from afar, I

want it to convey my best wishes for your continued happ-
iness and success in this coming year and the years to comee.

I hope to have the opportunity of seeing you soon. 1In the
meantime,

Yisash sud BIME
/'?/j 2L 4'6/)6/

ARMY AND NAVY DEPARTMENT OF THE JEWISH WELFARE BOARD
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th and Ansel Rd.
AIR MAIL AIRMAIL AIR MAIL Cleveland, Ohio
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Thye Buitrersity of Chicago

October 19, 1945

Dear Rabbi and Mrs, Silver,

I have received your kind invitation
to attend a reception a2t the Temple
in honor of returned servicemen. I am
sorry to inform you that I shall not
be able to be pregsent, as I am going
to college in Chicagos

Very since: elv ]
ol 4 Hondel

Gerald S, Handel




PFC HOWARD J CHESSIN, 35848984

HQS, DETACHMENT '27,

4G25TH S1GNOL SERVIGE GROUP

APO 503, C/O PM, SAN FRAN,,CAL, 0

RABB| ABBA HILLEL SILVER
C/0C° THE TEMPLE

ANSEL \ROAD & EAST 105STH STREET -

CLEVELAND Pﬁ, OHIO :
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Gerald S, Handel

c/0 J,Pe Barden >~
5515 Woodlawn K@éﬁﬁé“ﬁ‘
Chicago 37, Illingis “)
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Rabbi and Mre. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

East 105 Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio
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