
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         56           20          1368 
 
 

The Temple, servicemen's letters, 1945. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



36TH , PL N HQS 
997TH SIG SVC BN 
APO 565 ~ PU FRISCO 

DEAR RABBI SILVER, 

26 MARCH 1~5 
DUCTH NE~ GUI EA 

JUST RECEIVED YOUR ANSWER TODAY. THE THINGS 

YOU HAVE TO SAY EAN A LO TO E, NOT NECESSARILY BECAUSE OF 

YOUR POSITION, BUT MORE BECAUSE T~EY MAKE SEJSE. 

YOU MENTION SENDING ~1E SOv1E LITERATURE----THIS 

VOULD BE MOST APPRECIATED• THE TH I f\GS I ~OULD LI KE BEST ~OULO 

BE ODD I FEAR, FOR T~EY WOULD BE COPIES OF THE TAL1UD, KORA J, 

WRITI GS OF CO~FUCIOUS, AND THE BOOK OF THE RiGNS. DEAR 

SIR, I FEEL THAT BE READING ALL THESE AND PIC I G THE VERY BE& 
. 

FROM EACH, ONE WOULD BE BETTER ABLE TO GU DE l~SELF AND 

HELP OTHERS. EACH PARTICULAR BOOK GREAT DEAL TO OFFER, 

AND EACH COVERS THE SAME PO NTS BUT FR01 DIFFERENT WA~S OF 

LOOKl~G AT THE SUBJECT. 

IN 
- I AM PRESU I G 1UCH/§Y WRITI G LIKE THIS. I 

AM HOPI G FOR PATIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE FROM A MA THAT HAS SEEN 

MUCH><¢ AND K o~s THE I PORTANCE OF A BROADE ED POINT OF VIE~, 

TO BE ABLE TO SEE HOW OTHERS LOOK AT THI GS---THAT(S TRULY 

A ~OJDERFUL THI I G. AD TO ACHIEVE THIS BELIEVE THAT ONE 
1 /HY 

MUST UNDERSTAND ~HAT THE OTHER BELIEVES , A D/'/.'Jff THEY BELIEVE 

.IT• 

I HAVE CHANGED JOBS AND THOUGH STILL PRESEJTED 

WITH THE SAME PROBLEMS, AHV A FEW NE~ ONSS THROWN IN. THIS 

IS AN OPERATIONS CENTER, A SORTCF GIANT SWITCHI G CENTRAL AND 

RELAY POI T FOR ALL MESSAGE TRAFFIC ENTERING NEW GUINEA. THE 

PROBLEMS ARE MORE T~HNICAL THAN THOSE FOUND IN A SIGNAL CENTER. 



IT IS MOST EXCITI 'G, ESPECIALLY HEN LI ES GO OUT AND ELECTRICAL 
STOR~S RAISE HARRY VITH THE RADIOS. 0 GRAY HAIRS YET, I 
FACT 11 M HAPPIER THA EVER BEFORE, BECAUSE VHEN I HIT THE 
SACK AT I GHT O ONE HAS TO ROCK ME $0 SLEEP.----THERE ARE 
NO MORBID AD UNCALLED FOR THOUGHTS OF THINGS THAT I AM 
MISSI lG. MY PARTICULAR JOB IS ASSISTEJT OPERATIONS OFFICER, 
BUT THERE IS SO VERY MUCH TO LEARN THAT I FILL THE CAPACITY IN 
NA~E ONLY RIGHT NOW. 

I HOPE THAT TH IS LETTER FI NOS YOU I I HE BEST 
OF HEALTH. PLEASE GIV.E MY REGARDS TO YOUR FA ILY 7¢ AND TO 
THE FEi TEAC IERS ON YOUR FACULTY THAT IGHT POSSIBLY RE vE BER 
1E • 

I JON'T FORGET ~HA YOU H VE RITTEN, BUT 
PLEASE riR I TE EMORE 

PERH£PS YOU HAVE BETTER SUGGESTIONS 

L8AO ON, IT'S TIWE I LISTENED11 

THE tAY OF LITERATURE• 
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ODE TO I 'DIA 

I seems like years slnoe that ventful d y, 
When you were fore d t · her me a y, 
Goodbye, my D r11ng, on•t b • lue, 
For I will soon 0 1 e home to you. 

You took it br vely, you wee gre t, 
You left ur h plneas torte, 
You'd he Vd from God nd He s true, 

e 1d he' send me ck to yo-,,_. 

hen cm t e Jat 1d, 1t 1ae hell, 

e tossed our oook1ea e 1, rose nd fell, 
It was hot nd s turry and not much e oe, 

e xi u ly waited to re oh our b e. 

After an eternity our f 
Some~ne c lled ~ut th t 

PPY e llee wee slyly 
}~r e e r e 1n s1ght f 

W• got orr the beat d 
And he~ded throu h Ind1 
After days of dlng 

e ere dum e t the 

ces were l1gJted, 
l nd W= S s ighted, 
p seed, 
l nd t st. 

, 
1 . 

s f'ull of or .p. 

ur ov r c• 

ht s th b 1 n n of 11r n the r w, 
hew rst X1nd or 11v1ng th t I ev· rs w. 
he e s 1ckn sa r v 11 n n cc 1i;j galore, 

you kill h lf a dozen nd there'• two dozen more. 

e're no long r ~ ok1 , we're l min the ro a, 

But get us 1n town d e're nothing ut do s . 

e're e ger to uy and e s1ly t kn, 

y the 1nd1an merch ta 1n th1s 1 nd od-Sor ken. 

he e's notht to do ror the ver e .I., 

But to alt n r 1 te lett rs, re 1n1sc - nd 1 h, 

e dre ot hist mily nd re embers h1s d tes, 

And thinks of the run heh db ok 1n th t tes . 

Oh, Yea; we h v movtee th y're 11 up-to-d te, 

• 

lh ere rele aed a ven ye r s go , thy Jut got her• lat . 

Shirley Temple' a still a b by and Cl rk Gabl etlll J & r; ... ~ ... 

Mickey ooney le s till pl y1ng,•str1ke up th Bant". 

•'re anx1oualy w 1t1ng to et the he 1 out, 
And when th t d y comes you 11 hear ue 11 shout, 

Good ye de r old lnd1a, I'd muob r th~ r 
Than ever return to the O die, 

• B. I. 
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193d General :osu tal 
0 513, % g , 1 • , FY 

June 20, 1945 
You' re Tellin Us 
The Temple 
z. Ju5 Stree and Ansel Road 
Clevela d 
Cho 

Dear Fr e ds: 

It as with a great deal of joy .. d remi scing t .. _at I received 
._tour first issue of ·YOU RE TELI,I G lJS . I'm all for t 1 0 Tt .E ... ~LL-
I ro rs s an excell nt medium between -"riends. I'm sure that all of 
us are ea ·er to kr,ow "there e s", " .at h •s doi g ", "what his f'lt
ure is", and far from least "j 1 st how he is". 

In ansv.er to the above I'll acd my two cents 1orth for a yone 
rnieht be interested. The 1V3d has been rdun, Franc, since 

eVJ Year s Eve . ·~ e left the States on :Iallowe n, after· s end ng t o 
onderful weel-:s a r. "les Standish. Eos ton and Tew .. ork er s ell, 

not o mention • ellesl y. ..·,!ad the cross in on the ~ERICA, rechr .... st
en d for the Army 1ES'1 POIYT, in g-ood time and unaccordin to schedule 

e s . ent one month in Glas o i. The Scottish pee_ le e most :t.os. 1 tabl 
and I ma.de some lasting frie ds. tri tu t ould take one-hfllf da 
i eac time took us a week - cross n h Channel. rt sour land-
1.,.,g at Le Havre that broup:.,ht the war t the heart. Comnl te 
devastion was the onl thin n si ht, ere the first o a1r:ve 
a said ort. other · ump to tre at, 'e were r.,eted y booby 
traps, German ro aeanda, etc • . an ed ·o surv v the ord al, onlJ to 
find er un ·he land of 'Bed-check har is" (enrny a re aft). e're 
sited a 1•ench hos 1 tal and have what is cor:rrnonly known as a "~ er-
fee e -u "• If only t would lastlJ The censor d let r shows you 
1hat I rn an. 

Tonite I'm of to aris for a three-nay ass. , ill spend rn t me 
,1th Di l Ii ton and B 11 .oss. 

Been ~onderir hov, I •m earn· n m:r v10 s r ,...es? Y .; t rn usy in 
... f\d cal Sup ~ f"or a v;h le, but now I'm . tuck r I for□o.tion o.nd Educat-

on. The trai .. 1 g s chedules 'le 're drafti up now ill be the "last 
straw". E the t rre I get home I 1 11 have to move to Cedar Avenue. 

It 11 be. our f ult if Im ss 
~ou all ad ma~ God less ~ou and ke 

that trai l e best of luck o 

S ver and Yram rand my fri nds o" Th 
~ou . J best re ards to Rabb s 

'I1ern le. 





VI.A AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA 

.c ust j , 194.? . 
UNITED STATES NAVY 

abb i ~ bba 1 illeJ. ilver , 
The Te1:ip l t: , 

nse.L ~o· d ~ L . 1u;tn st ., 
Clevelanu , Ohio . 

fter a pro.Lonwed perioa or aosenue , I c:Hl ga in 
happy to trite .)'OU or my appreciation in receivin • t e 'l'e pJ.e' s 
re~ular ioli ay Girts and to nave~ rrienaly chat ·t rou . 
I e • o ect re'1a.i . ..r- tn.e ne v el] le br· in cn1.la " our r1e1.1inc Us" 

nct rouno it, extre '.e.ly i terestinf, at d knv v it '.JJ.l JJ.easc u l 
the 1e le servi~e 1 en . 

T r • s oeen • itJ. ti st '·· rier 1 nk 
1orcl- , o • • J ic j_r J. T a J.se • ls aer , 1°01· s01J.e .. 0 1 t.t1s 
ow t..r u ·7e _...a ve see uc 1 a ction. 1 otning is ore stirrin,. anu 

com•iuent - zivin as , hen stepping onto the ·11 ~ 1t dee ana seeing 
t1.e n erous t·pes 01 : r .s er isin.c a o i ti y , an ·,ten 
tut:. ir ;-..>uns be in roariuu , i te the ee.1·enino sauna. , one ree.Ls 

r ~tlr cor rorted. e l'G ee.L~ ,o or oe1n6 ~ ptlrt oi 
tis v s-c nc1.vy . 

:Te ... e t I' 60- e ..inc1.. ·a cu ... ign , 
an have it surr· ; s a d.S se SOl !'or 
t_1e ti __ e ein b 0 ve 0 OU lL. t 
in t 1e l s r UI B e a i ·or 
t e le' VS i'l'O e s re as to t ave been doin I I 1ut is , • in recei l or ..... t.e ccou t 01" t.ae n·\V 1 c.c tion . 

00Leti1. es 1 t seems inc ea.i le, 1he11 si t t • ng o tJ._e 
'J. • t ctec 1.-o. ct vie , • ng L, 1;; bril.J.i nt golae1 ris · c nu sun~ets 

or • ti l peace .1·uJ.J. ar nes s 01' _ i • t , tho t ari so ve1 y , 
v r1 o o e . ::o • eveJ. .. , .1. c:1 tt . ted. to 1 • int in 

i ~ r taJ. out loo - ve o r Ls COLpen s· tion b 
so . In t_1e se t 10 u.L . one o e usu .L.l re 1n1 sees o 
n.1 l s • n; e r s o • one ' or e , li no • ng t • t 1i s 

lv , r ~l iv· s an ~ s have1 ' been su 'ecte to wha~ so 
n _c le t er coun r1es ave is notler e co r gin, ~na 

upli •ti t t . 

e 1ere as ye a.n or t 'i ht .Ln .c, sou ctron 
UC'. ~nct intere 0 tin.cr . n this ca rrier h's been u 

t ere e; 0 f • c t o be t.r 1 . 10r e~ e , 
c nk ~e a.r able to et t e 

ti ct. lean , cooJ. 1ater as orte is , 
i nviroru , • st· ~, l.i.s t t e 

recor _1 to e rec s , reu 
pportu o , VQ ous r on 

ee r tcin , le , Cl- 47 , c/ -L
1

e .u., r nc ·00 , CaJ. . ) 



'I.A AIR VI.A AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA AIR VIA 

UNITED STATES NAVY 

a a exc .. 1ar e;e • ects, J.l even to enjoy free do111en-cs or inP: a one 

just to mectitate a.1.C1 re!'lect .... lso, w. ta kJ.· 1 ·or rot h· vin 
een n i:; e LI~. or ..... -Li.. c-:-rriers 1nen t 1ey re bo!.!J.0ed, 

use .1e ;;ere r .i.5~1 near Dot ')Il t ose t· ✓ 0 tra c i st nces . n 

f • r td.l:· , a. extre~nely t .. 1an rtul for several narro\J i ses 1ich 

t .is s1...::.~ ., s rol'tun te in avoiain--; . une suiciuer missed us oy 
ct re'N . aro.s , ~hi le anot er AJHiz,:. ed. ove1 us \ it, out ctoi O an ·thing , 
1'or so e unv.1~_:l 1n--ole reason . .. cs, bbi , tor all tie above thing s 

J. sh l be extrer. el.1 than1--ru1 t : is coL1in0 'i': anks (" • vlng . 

o 1 that ve re1-9. teu so .. e or r1y e rperiences, L.ich 

1ave c-r ·ied r.1e a:1ay 1·or t.n.e I' o .. 1ent , I ~ant to say a r e 'J JOrus 

th~1 t bel 0.112' s riuht at t 1e beGinninc of this let t.,er . , nt to 
express m.J hw. ble tri ;Ute to ., ou on celeoratin..._; .fOUl 25th an i-

versary vi th tn~ Te· pJ.e. 1he ... r .i.l t 1 iss e or t ...... e l.' p .L ul .... -
etin, ·t ich I have berore 1e , bristles with praises una. ,orthy 
trib tes 1n rour bt- -~ .11·, ct.no 'elt s ly hc1 py in 1 acting 

t"" e~, just cts ir .{Ou v ere ct pct.l e ry .1.ong st na. ing c:1.nu 

ave tinally co.c.i.e into is ow • 

arr r ou 11 n va.1. t • nology 

TY 
o ... 

I feel t1at k ow ou very well, ~no. yet still 
.Loo.King ror" 10. to ro.y 'irst 6 enu1.1e .J.eet1ng ~it you; t ... 1at is , 

a personal Chet.tty co versation iith you , and the next t e Coffie 
ho ... e 1·or a .l. 1 a ve, vL.icn w i l ive me .ore ti!le tl an have ever 

aa , l ill sure J p onu ou. tr st that this stsn i oint-
1ent i 1 nold., ·1henever t hat y be . 

.)lease pc2.sn .r sincerest; 1isl es to --•rs . ilver, ana 

DldY .1.1. your Jl es ror tne nex-c 2; years be coin.pl tel r 1·u1ri.J.led . 

bi cerely ours, 

( hil Greenstein , le , V - 47 , c/o ... , an 11ancisco , Cal.) 



Chaplain Hersch I Lymon 

Okim.wa. 
16 Auguat 1945 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

Thie is juet a short pereom.1 note from the other side 
of the world. I have seen much am experienced more 
during 116" stay on this ialand. Naturally, all of ue 
are tremendouel7 relined to know that now it' a all 
oTer, aid we look forward to getting back home. 

I cannot rightly oall JQ"Sel:r the OkimTischer PAT, be
cause there are other Jewish chaplains who couTcr content 
for the honor. Howeyer, allowing me liberties in the 
text. the Ill?De ard title: the CJ&on ot Shuri might proper
ly be applied to me, since our outfit ls located only a 
ehort distance of ~ed. Shuri Castle. 

During the High Holidays I shall cor:duct services in the 
town of Na.ha - which scholars might assert is an apocop
ated form ot fehardee.. I don 1t kno • However, there is 
no equivalent f'or Pumpeditha• ao I hall bri to an em 
my aoholarly inTeatige.tionel 

At all events, I welcom this chance to greet you am .u-a. 
Silver, am even though this is a letter 1'r01ll afar, I 
want it to convey rJJ'.f best wishes for your continued happ
iness and success in this coming year and the years to come. 

I hope to have the opportunity of seeing you soon. In the 
meantime, . / 

/ I ;:>JJ_;:, .J> ~ , J o ./ t1 

AR f A D 'A y V.El'ARTJ\lE 'T Or HIE JE\ I ·u \\'ELF RE ll ;\f{IJ 



Ollc:e f the Chaplain 

I• erachel Lymon 
, ,th Replacement Depot 
p 10, 

i,, PM San P'ranoiaco, Calif. 

- --= C 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th am Anael Rd. 

AIR MAIL AIRMAIL AIR MAIL Cleveland, Ohio 

-



.P-J.'J-YS 

::t .:...., ....w:i. ~ a --lo ~ r ft, or ~ G--t_ 

. 

~~~ 
"""'-l'AAI"\ L0--¥1' • ~ ~ 

,,.. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,~ 

~ • 

~ ~ ~ .J)i"~,-'~ 

~ ~ -d,· ~-4~1~-

if .;__,,, .c • .J. ~ - tu.,T &1AL 7-tu--l ~ .-LC,w..f 

Oo..../.) ~ • "--" ~ e-.. ~ ---....i;.&..IC_ eJ" ~ 

w-e.u,/ ..:..,,.. -r-<u. ~ I ~ ...;...._ • fo -hJ Fu. 

~~ -~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i-o . 

l~ ,1----- ~ O ~ ~ /1M. ~ d ~ ~ 

. . ._J-~ , .,._;;t-~ ~-

. ~ rl....v- (1/(.C ~ 

~~, 71? ~ ,.;l'1.t<#4 "1 ~ - ~ ~ 



• 
~ 

~-. 9A ~-~ . 

. )a 1-U -~~ ~ ~ ., 

-1-w, ~ ~ ~ ~, h I rtL ~ 

A.JI..~ 1~- :, 'MM-~~~~~ 
u>tJu (S) -(.I,~ ~ ~ ,,_______,_L_I (to ~. 

~ 

.. 
~ • 

bJl. o....-'-h 

~ ~ ~ 10,..I.>-- ~ a.-fk,-

~ . 



esday - tel th of Le temb 
, Ja n 

e R i:-

I· a~e bePn ...ean·n~ to vrite you a lett ~ r the pa~t th, 
but h - bee u·te to us for c 
I don ' t h veto teil yo· hat . ve 

tional cit tion hat it no s Eve 
ne~ s i work tryin0 t arva for 
as workin Fero recor s of ea h 
i i ti_ir total i s or dis O etc. 
or 1,000. en, but ice 'n incl d- , I' goi 
et th_a doe ri h a, y . 

e rea i spir tion 
just i ish observi 
i·11 bs rv _ip o 

is 

to 
~ eni O ervices on th- 7th, 
Church i o o ~.a, J ~ . 

in a 

the 
i 

as 

f 

I' sure 
the I nter 

C 

t 
1-i 

0 0 

s ell 
re-
r e t s 
b-st to 

t t 'le 

re 
e 

ent·re 
t 
ed 

b t ucti?n, alth ·1 i s ere d 
t b t 

cc t -
the , it 

OS 

T e 
Reli,,. s 

i c the ' 
r four 
e is .uite s 

tri d to 
. inute. Hi 
o h, it 

in all our h
o the F..., 

ri7e o 
to the U it d 

y 1st 
a .,re 

V _r t t na ed • b 
o vices a y 

tr of tl 

I t r ... C i 
our I' ·te 
n e t 

Jae n 
nd 
at 

.ext s 
l nd, 

be .az d 
be 
is 

• .,it· ze s, 
by 
d, s. C 

ro 
0 

t nut , 
ut • S01t 

r. 

, ·ven 
s 

Ohio 

quotati n m 

i y 
..>n C 

e f v 

r .erri 
l h e 
fort 

C s I 
th f ·rst 
h 

·n3 
V t 

a y 

n 



H 
I 

"or 
'ln 

ext nd y 111ishPs 

be n rec ... i 
arri 

r-::. cl 
I .. 13 fr 

-2-

to V r 
... 7,..... , t 
lly. 

I 



~ 
• 

Octo er 19 , 1945 

Der "b i n rs . ilver , 

I h ve 
to a nd a 
in onor of 
orry to in 

ecei ed au ind invit tion 
r c ·on t th e nle 

service ~en . I am 
l not 

1 to b oin 
to colle in C 

~ 
r 1 S . H n e l 



HO~ A 
D TA 

TH I 
5 3, 

CHESSI , 5 48 84 
T • 2 ' , 
SEiV E OUP 

P ,, S F A • , CA L • 

RABBI A 
THE 

EL R 
CLEV LA 

L L 
E 

& EAST 1 
8 , OH 0 

ILVE 

T STREE 



Geralds . l andel 
c/o J·. P . rd 
5515 Woodlawn 
Cb icago 3?, I 

• b a Hillel 

St et t 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 

n el 

ilv r 

o d 


	ms4787.056.020.1368a.pdf
	ms4787.056.020.1368b.pdf
	ms4787.056.020.1368c.pdf
	ms4787.056.020.1368d.pdf



