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February 25, 1949

Mr, Sidney N. Weitz, President
Tifereth Israel Congregation
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Mr. Weitz:

According to our records your congregation will be 100 years

n 1950, No doubt you will celebrate this significant occasion
erhaps you are already making plans. The reason for my

ng you about this in advance is as follows.

An official of one of the large congregations suggested to me
that it might add something to the individual centenary celebra-
tions if the group of our congregations that were planning such
celebrations in any one year would get together on it in some way.
It might be something just to know that In 1950 six of our ﬂrnfré-

cations will celebrate their 100th anniversary. For your
tion the five others are: Norfolk, Va., Ohef Sholom Congr.
Francisco, Calif., Sherith Israel and Emanu-Ll; Detroit, M
Temple Beth-El; New Urleans, La,.,, Gates of Prayer.,

A supgpestion that occurs to me is something that was done here
recently by Rockdale Avenue Temple on the occasion of their 125th
anniversary. The congregation invited to their celebration the
presidents of all the congregations that were as old as itself or
older. You might want to do likewlise, You might also want to
establish a special fund in honor of the occasion. Perhaps you
are already thinking of something of that kind. 1t occurs to me
that if you are planning such a fund and if we could get all of the
1950 birthday congregations to do the same, the fact that the whole
group has undertaken such a plan would help to put it over., Have
you thought of the possibility of a radio broadcast over a local
station which might be extended to a larger territory?

I should appreciate hearing from you regarding the above and
if you have any: suggestions along the same lines I am sure they
will prove valuable to all of us.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours

Y

or of Synagogue Activi@iAes




Ur, Sidney N, VWeita
leader Building
C].M]m' Ohio

My dear Sidneys:

I have been thinking of a General Chairman for our Centen-

nial, Among the names which have come to mind are those

of llerman loss and Eugene L, Ceimmer, You might perhaps
to

mMom.Iﬁndﬂntinﬂmntmry
ve appointed quite a number of comuittees

Mmong the committees which we should .ppoi.nt. besides the
general committee of 8 or 10, are:

1, Amiversary Volume Committee
2, Program Committee

3. Banquet Committee

e Centennial Endowment Committee
Se Publicity Committee

It would not be amiss to put some 20 to members on each
committee, selecting them so as to reach all age groups mad
a camplete croso-section of the congregation, Should am
historical pageant be decided upon, another comittee should
be appointed to arrange for it.

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA IILLEL SILVER




¥r, Sidney N. Veits
19201 South Moreland
Cleveland 22, Ohio

ly dear Sidneys

The following three members of the Board were not included in
the list of comxittees for the centennial celebration: Harry
Gellin, Bert Krolmgold and Joseph H, (Orosa, I suggest that
their names be added to the Centermial Endowment Committee,

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordial ly yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




Dr, Nelson Clueck, President
Hebrew Union Colle ge
Cincinnati, Ohio

My dear Dr, Clueck:

The Temple is celebrating this year its centennial, We are
plamning a mumber of activities in connection with this event
which will dramatize the message of Judaism and of The Temple

in our community, One of the projects which the Centennial
Committee has in mind is an exhibit of Jewish ceremonial objects.
Last year The Temple presented a very successful exhibition of
the paintings of the noted Jewish artist, Isidor Kaufmamn, This
made a deep impression upon our community, and thousands of
visitors - both Jews and non-Jews - viewed the exhibition,

I am wondering whether the Hebrew Union College luseum would

put on display at The Temple a loan collection of Jewish cere-
monlal objects, Any month between November and April would be
satisfactory., The Temple would undertake to pay all costs of
transportation, insurance, printing, etcs The Hebrew Union
College and the luseum would, of course, be given fullest pub-
licity in connection with this exhibit, and I believe that it
would be an excellent opportunity to popularize these institutions
in ouwr commmity.

Hoping that I may receive a favorable reply fram you at your
earliest convenience, I remain

Very cordially yours,

SIDNEY N, WEITZ
President




Cantor Emil Rosen
709 Chalfonte Place
Cincinnati, Ohio

Ky dear Cantor Rosen:

I was very happy to have had a conversation with you,
and T am delighted that you will be with us for our
opening Sunday morning service on October 23rd, It

is our intention to have during our centennial year
visiting guest cantors from time to time to

our worshipers with some of the more traditional litur—
gical music,

Our services are from 10:30 to 12:;00, About LS5 min=
utas is devoted to the prayer service and the rest, to
the lecture, We, of course, use the Union Prayer Book
with which you are undoubtedly acquainted, It is my
thought that you might wish to solos and the
one which you suggested with the choir, One of the
solos might well be the "Ayn Kay-ld-hay-mu" at the
close of the service, If you would send on the "uvmucho
yomar® to Mre Ae Re Willard, our organist here at The
Temple a few weeks ahead of time, he could get to work
with the choir on it so that when you come, they will

be ready for you,

We shall reserve hotel space for you at the Wade Park
Mmor which is an excellent hotel very near to The
Temple, If there is any further information that you
would like, please write to me, I would also appreci-
ate receiving fram you some bilographical sketch and a

photograph,
With all good wishes for a lappy New Year, I remain

Very cordially yours,
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Cantor Emil Rosen
709 Chalfont.e Place
Cincimnati 29, Ohio

My dear Cantor Roseng

Thank you for your kind letter, I can readily understand the
reasons which prompt you to ask for a postponement of the date
of your coming here, Would Sunday morning, October 30th be

acceptable to you? If not, would the following Sunday morning,
November 6th, be acceptable,

With all good wishes for a very happy New Year, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




. Bugene Oolsmer
Fatiomal City Pank Rldg,.
Cleveland, Ohio

Iy dear Tugenes

T an enclosing herewith a list of Amniversary comittees which
Mre Weita, the President of The Temple, has @ pointeds I am
also enclosing the list of tentative activities which was dig-
cussed last June and which I sented to the Doard at its

meeting last Twesday, I get in touch with you and Abe
Iants in @ day or two about gltting down for a meeting of the
feneral Committee with perhaps the chairmen of the other com-
mittoes.

With all pgood wishesy, I remain

Very cordially yours,

APBA HILLEL SIIVER
AllSser
ccy Ae Mo Lunts

Fnes,




GEMERAL CENTENNIAL COMIITTEE

v Bugene Ceismer, Chairman

v A, H. Luntz, Co=~Chairman

¥ Alfred A, Renssch

' Ne L Dauby
Mrs, Bertran J, Krohngold
Herman Moss
lec We Neumark
Jack J. Schachter

% ¥rss Trwin Yoelson
Rabbi Abba MHillel Silver, ex-officio
Sidney N. Weits, ex-officio




ANNIVERSARY VOLUME COMMITTEE
Irving Hexter, Co-Chairman
leo Veldenthal, Co=Chairman
Milton P, Altschul
Se Se Aub
Dre Se Se Berger
Julius Bloomberg

Howard I, Bloomfield
Laurence Broh-Kahn
Ae Eo Feder
Willian Fertel
Alan S, Celismer
George Goulder
Merrill Cross
Irvin: K, Heller
Mrs, Carol levison
45 W MOrgenE T
Merrill Sands
David Schonberg
Joseph S, Silber
Se Be Tilles

leon 0. Weil




CENTENNIAL PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

Stanley S, Mriedman, Chairman
Norris N. Schaeffer, Co=Chairman
Oscar A. Bergman

Stanley Diener

Clarence Fishel

Barney Coldstein

Stuart Halle

Dre Se Hollander

Howard Klivans

Adam Koblits

irs, Hermau lelfert

Lawrence F. Levenberg

Mrs., leon E., Neumn

Jack Rosenthal

Roy Unger

David Warshawsky

Edwin loodle




CENTENNIAL FROCRAM COMMITTEE

Eugene Freedheim, Chaim an
Charles Auerbach
Joseph M. Bermne
Jerome Curtis
Raymond Deutach

Ae B, Efroymson
Lloyd Feder

Dr, Harold S, Feil
Mrs, Julius Fryer
Harry Gellen
Robert H. (ries
#sador Orossman
Marc Orossman
Judge Mary Crosmsman
Ilouis C, Haas
Iouis Herman
Ralph Joseph
Irving Kane

Ben F, Klein
Henry Xe. Kutash
Everett lLoeb
Alexander Mints
Aaron Pomeranta
Philip Steinberg
Mrs, David Unger




CENTENNIAI, BANQUET COMMITTEE

Mrs. Helen Bing, Chairman

leo M, Ascherman
irse Leonard Bislosky
Mrs, Herry Biel

Mrs, Leonard H, Biskind
Leonard Broida

Jack Cohen

Me Mo Dworken

Harry Fpstein

Mrs, Jessie Furth

Ee Je Garson

Mrs, Se Gelvin

Mrs, Walter Gold smith

lirs, Joseph H, Cross

Mrs, Le Js Crosmman
Joseph Guggenheim
Leon Henry

Dan Fe Klein

Mrs, Se Korach
Charles Kramer

Mrs, Benjamin Lowenstein

Harold Thorma , Co=Chairman

lirs. Louis Iux

Bert Marks

Sol M. Marx

Mrs. Max Meisel
Eugene Meister

Mrs, A, Fo Mellman
Mrs, 1eo W. Neumark
Ie0 Ko Oppenheimer
Mrs. L. Oppenheirer
Miss Flora Rolrheimer
Mrs, J. Pe Roth

Mark L. Sampliner
Dr. He Charles Schock
Herbert Schmith

irs, Hemry Steusr
irse Sidney Sycle
Andre Ulmo

irs, Clarence Weidenthal

Mrs, Victor Wise
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October 11, 1949

Cantor Mmil Rosen
709 Chalfonte Place
Cincinnati 29, Ohio

Dear Cantor Rosens

A reservation has been made for you at the Wade Park M~nor
for Saturday night, November 5th, The hotel is located a
very short block from The Temple and I am sure that you will
find it very convenient and comfortable,

Sincerely yours,

Secretary to Rabbi Silver
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November 19, 1943
November 20. 1919

December

(Chanukah)

Temple Women's Association Fall Festival

Temple Men's Club Amniversary Banquet
Special gervice for the Men's Club in The Temple

Jewish art exhibit along with the dedication of
The Temple luseum

Service of re-dedication of all the past confirmants
of Tha Temple.

Temple Women's Association Centennial Sunday morning
service

Centennial Pageant in Severance Hall or Public Music
Hall

Principal centennial religious service Sunday morning
Centennial Banquet at the Carter Hotel

Souvenir Volume containing the history of the con-
gregation to be ready for the Armual Meeting and
Dinner

Special soloists in comnection with the Sunday morn-
ing services; one each month, to present outstanding
Jewish liturgical music in connection with our gere
vices.

Four or five eminent guest preachers to occupy owr
pulpit during the year,

Special publicity in connection with the celebration,
such as featured articles in the local press, a radio
period on "The Ohio Story", special articles in the
magazine, "Liberal Judaism", in other magagines, and
in the Anglo-Jewish press,




5 o w "¢ ITiedman
3275 ‘remmy “oad
Cleveland, Ohio

Deoar e riodnan:

A meeting of the Cencral Contenndsl Committee is being called
for Sunday, “ctober 30th, at 0370 pee in the Parlor of The
Teple, Plans will be made ftv the yeoar's progran, and in
order that we may prepare owr budget fiur the Centenndsl sotie-
vities, wo s'vuld wvory much appreciate your presence and that

of your co=chalmmen, Mrs, Ioonm Tabowitoh and I, Norris
Shaeffer, 0o that you may give us a report of your plang and
an egtinate of your needs,

Iocking forward to seeing you on Sunday everning, we ae

Sincorely youray

-~y v
. :m e “’JA&

Fres dont

EUCEIT: GEINII Ry Chalrman
Oencral Cemternndal ‘cenitiee
ccy Mrs, Tabowitch
e “cClmefler




October 2L, L9

Mrs, Helen Bing
Wade Park Manor
01“1m1d 6’ Ohio

Dear Mrse Ding:

A meeting of the Ceneral Centennial Committee 1s being called
for Sunday, October 30th, at 0300 puaue in the Parlor of The
Taple, Plans will be nade for the year ‘s program, and in
order that we may prepare owr budget for the Centennial acti-
vities, we should very much gprreclate yowr presence and that
of your co-chairman, lir, !arcld Thorman, so that you may Zive
us a report of your plans and an estimate of youwr needs,

We hope that you will be able to attend.

Sincerely yours,

SIDNIY 3., WEITZ
President

Pugene Ceisaer, Chalrman
Ceneral Centennial Cormittee

CCs




e Irving llexter
2995 Irighton Road
Clmland, Ohio

Dear lr, 'lexters

A meeling of the General Centenndal Comittee is being called
for Sunday, October 3JOth, at 0300 peie in the Parlor of The
Temple, Plans will be made for the year's programy, and in
order that we may prepare owr bulget for the Centermial acti-
vities, we shiou'd very much @ preciate your presence and that
of your co=chaiman, ¥r, Veldenthal, so that you may sulmit
to us a report of your plans and an estimate of your needs
for the Anniversary Volume Committec,

Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday evening, we are

Sincerely yours,

SIMEY N, WEITZ
"regident

EUCEIE GEISMTR, Chairman
GCeneral Centenndsl Cosmdlttee




October 24, 1949

rse, Irwin Yoelson
16728 Holbrook
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Mrs., Yoelson:

A meeting of the Ceneral Centemial Comuit tee is being called
for Sunda}" October mt. at G300 pelie in the Parlor of The
Templse Plans will be made for the year's programy and re-
ports of Sub~Committes Chairmen will be submitted in order
that we may estimate our budgetary needs far the Centenndal -
activities,

Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday evening, I am

oincerely yours,

EUGENE CEISMTR Chairman
General Centennial Committee
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MEMORANDUM

October 28, 1949

Tos Rabbi A, He Silver

From: Rabbi J. J. Nodel

T received a letter from Rev. Render of San Francisco regard-
ing the Milhaud sacred service, He writes that the arrange-
ment under copyright with the publishers is not completed, and
it will be necessary to communicate directly with Mr. Milhaud
regarding the right to a performance of his work, Milhaud is
at present in Paris,

He speaks very highly of the service and explains in detail
how it may best be worked out. An orchestra of 35 or LO with
at least the chorus of 25 voices - they used 150 singers,

Shall T communicate with Mr, Milhaud in Paris?
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Davin Purrermay, Cantor
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50 EAST 87th STREET » NEW YORK 28, N. Y.
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October 28, 1949

Rabbi Julius J. Nodel

The Temple

East 105th Street and Ansel Road
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Rabbi Nodel :

Thank you for your letter of the 27th. In view of
the circumstances described there-in it is with
extreme genuine regret that I cannot, under these
ciroumstances, avail myself of the privilege of
being with youe

With repeated expressions of regret, I am,

Sincerely yours,

%f{l{qué4( \;, fZX“ZZZ;vnuiv
v ~.

CantorDavid Je Putterman




Mr, Eugene Mreedheim
National City Puilding
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear M, Freedheims

A meeting of the Cencral Certemmial Commlttee is being called
for sundzy, October 30th, at 8300 peme in the Parlor of The
Tenxple, Plans willbe made for the year's program, and in ore

der that we may prepare our budget for the Centennlal activie
ties, we sh uld very much appreciate your presence so that you
may submit to us a report of your plans and an estimate of
your needs for the Program Comaltlee,

Looking forward to seeing you on Sunddy evening, we are

Sincerely yours,

SIDNEY N, WEITZ
President

EUCGENE OEISMER, Chairman
General Centennial Commit tee
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1, Stanley S, Friedman
Leader Building
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Stanley:

Thank you so much for sending me a copy of the "Voice of
Reserve" which contains your article, I read it with a
great deal of pleasure,

Before long now you ought to call your Centennial Publi-

city Committee to a meeting for a general discussion on
the publicity in connection with our Centernial celebra-
tion,

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,




November 9, 1949

Mr. Fmil Rosen
709 Chalfonte Place
Cineinnati, chio

My dear Mr, Rosens

May I tell you apain how profoundly grateful we all are for
the superb contribution which vou made to the musicel part
of our service last Sunday morning, The congregation was
deeply moved by your singing, I am sure that you must have
felt the reaction of the congregation yourself, I do hope
that we shall have the pleasure of havins you return to us
in the near future again.

I am enclosing herewith a check as a slight tokon of our
appreciation for your services,

With all good wishes, I remain

Very c ordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




Mrs, David Unger
13800 Fairhill
Cleveland 20, Ohio

My dear Mrs, Ungers

A meeting of the Centernnial Program Committee of The Temple
will be held on lionday ewvering, November 2)st, at 8 ofclock
in the Parlor of The Temple, Hany important activities are
being considered in connection with the 100th amniversary of
our Temple, and we should like to have the cooperation of
the members of the Program Committee to which you hzve been
appointed to assist in the plannming ani the developing of
these projects, I trust that you will be able to attend
this meeting,

With all good wishes, T remain

Very cordially vours,

EUGENE H, FREEDHEIM, Chairman
Centennial Program Committee




Temple Centennial
Minutes of meeting, Nov.21,49 -Temple Board-room.
Purpose: Discussion of and voting upon various aspects of
celebrations honoring Centennial.
Chairman-- Mr.mugeneﬁ@reedheim
Present: Rabbl Silver
Judge Mary Grossman
Mrs, Winifred Fryer
Mrs, David Unger
Messrs: FPomerantz
Herman
Haas
Steinberg
Feder
Efroymson
Gellin
Auverbach
Kabbi Silver outlined the events scheduled throughout the coming

year to commemorate the Centennial. Asked for action on certeain

phases as followslpertaining to (I) Dedication of 3ﬁew Museum Room

(2) Pageant , (3 ) Anniversary Services, (4 ) Banquet.




In connection with the opening of the Museum Koom will be two
loan exhibits,from the Hebrew Union Cé@llege and from the N.Y. Theolog-

ical Seminary. Date was set for Jan., 23, a representative from either

school)or Mrfxﬁorimer scurator of The Cloisters,to be asked to interpret

these collections ; printed catalogues to be used; String music to be
procured from the Cleveland Institute of Music(or other classical - typ
source) to play Jewlsh music by Lkrnest Eloch, eﬁt,_

Motion made and accepted that entire Temple membership be invited by
mail to this opening night of exhibit requesting response so that place
of dedication ( Temple proper or lahler Hall) may be determined upon
by weight of response., Date,Jan.23 to be subject to change by discret-

ion of chairman of c¢vent. Question of refreshments discussed and vetoec

rageant.

The question of a charge for admission tickets to the rageant to be
presented in Public Music hall on March 755. discussed lengthily.
Motion was made,seconded and passed(rith two dissenters)to charge the
nominal sum of one dollar per ticket),seats to be allotted in the true
order of reservation by mail by a committee to be set up for this
purpose . Members of Temple are to be offered tickets before general
sale to public. This committee to include some members of Pageant

Administrative committee.




Gz}i_mejLThe following listsof speakers and artists in this order of

preference to be asked to perform at the Banquet and Annual Meeting
at Hotel Carter,lay 18. In sddition to the guest soloist, local strinc

music to be procured for the dinner hour,

Mr. Baruch Marian Anderson

kr. Frankfurter Koussevitzky (Cantor)

Gen.Eisenhower Tucker
Mr. Lilienthal Regina Resnick
Sen. Lehman Warren

Justice Roberts

The choice of a guest speaker to share the pulpit with our Rabbl
at the Anniversary Service on May 14 shall be left to the decision
of Rabbi Silver.
Having disposed of all matters pertaining directly to this committe
ee,and having assured ourselves that all phases of the Centennial
pertaining to Food were in the hands of Cordon Bleu experts ,the

meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 'E{&

( See. Fro tem, )




November 22, 1949

lir. Mendel Fisher
Jewish lNational Fund
L1l East li2nd Street
New York 17, New York

My dear Mendelp

I know that yowr acquaintance with musical talent in the

East 1s encyclopedic, and so I tun to you for some in-
formation, Would Cantor Moses Koussevitsky fit in in a progran
here at The Temple to ging both classical and Jewish selec-
tions? Has he done this in other places? Within what range
does his honorarium fluctuate, and who is his manager?

I shall be in New York next week, stopping at the Waldorf,
and T hope to have the pluun’of seeing you,

With all good wishes, I remain
Most cordially yours,

ABBA MILLEL SILVER




» s J »
Moonev, Hahn, lLoeser, Keough & Freedheim
% M. P.MOONEY 19201936
EDGAR A.HAHN
Attorneys -at-Law Nﬁ”m‘” LgEESSg:
IRW N.L
National City E. 6th Building ;"L;Lc"é:."; = '}iggg:zm
= ! : RAY L.ALEXANDER
Cleveland 14, Ohio JOHN LADD DEAN
DANIEL W. LOESER
SAMUEL G.WELLMAN
GEORGE M.AUSTIN
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To Frank Stewart, Cleveland Xmwx Press
Mr., Dimwoodie, Cleveland Pruxx News

ir, Iouis Gale, Church Editor
Cleveland Plain Dealer
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Mr, Gales

I am very pleased to enclose herewith an outline of the his-
tory of the congregation which you may feel helpful in the
preparation of your story, as well as in covering events of
The Temple during the Centennial Year,

I gave you the names of two members of the Class of 1869,
The actual date is 1870, The namee are lirs, lLouis Iittman
and lirs, Adolph Borne Also in attendance will be a repre-
sentative of the Class of 187k, Y¥r, Isadore Bloom,

I enjoyed meeting with you very much this morning, With all
good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

LS ser
Enc,
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RE-DEDICATION

Sabbath Eve Service Rabbi Sidney Akselrad

Union Prayer Book-pages 38-43; 87-91

Liturgical Music by Temple Quartette and Religious School Choir

Re-Dedication Praver Dr. B. Benedict Glazer and Confirmands

Kindling of Chanukah Lights

Abraham B. Heavenrich, Confirmand of Class of 1885.

Susan G. Klein, Confirmand of Class of 1949,

Chanukah Blessings and Songs........................ Religious School Choir

Rock of Ages (Union Praver Bk, page 92)....Congregation and Choirs

Greetings:
Nate S. Shapero, President of Temple Beth El.

Justice Henry M. Butzel, Confirmand of Class of
1884 and past President of the Temple.

Melville S. Welt, Confirmand of Class of 1895 and
past President of the Temple.

Joseph M. Welt, Confirmand of Class of 1899 and
past President of the Temple.

Mrs, Irving L. Hirschman (Irma Sloman), Con-
firmand of Class of 1903.

Lawrence J. Michelson, Confirmand of Class of 1916
and Treasurer of the Temple.

Mrs, Stanley Fleischaker (Margaret Franklin), Con-
firmand of Class of 1923.

Arthur L. Goulson, Confirmand of Class of 1923 and
past President of the Men’s Club.

Albert M. Colman, Confirmand of Class of 1938 and
President of the Young People’s Club.

Mrs. Morris Brown (Lois Hopp), Confirmand of
Class of 1942.

PROGRAM

CBBDUEAR SOBER ... . mmnimons ik Religious School Choir

Re-Dedication Charge . Glazer

Re-Dedication Congregation

Song—"Beth EI” Congregation

Anthem Religious School Choir
10.  Adoration and Kaddish-—Union Prayer Book. pages 71-77.

11. Benediction,

So¢ jrl/ I/tl//
Soctal Hall

HISTORICAL NOTE

The first Confirmation at Temple Beth El was held on Wednesday.
June 4, 1862 (Shevuos, 5622) at the Rivard Street Synagogue. Detroit’s
first Jewish house of worship, during the ministry of Rabbi Abraham Laser.

Over 5,000 boys and girls were confirmed from the Temple since that
vear.

The oldest living Temple Confirmand is Mrs. Jacob F. Teichner
(Class of 1877), now residing in Atlantic City. The oldest living Temple
Confirmand in Detroit is William A. Stearns (Class of 1880). Both are
members of the Temple.

RABBIS OF TEMPLE BETH EL

Rabbi Samuel Marcus 1850-1854 Rabbi Emannel Gerechter 1871-1874
Dr. Liebman Adler 1854-1861 Dr. Leopold Wintner ISTS3-INTG
Rabbi Abraham Laser ISGT-1864 Dr. Henry Zirndorf ISTG-1884
Dr,  Isidor Kalisch ISGA-186G6 Dr. Louis Grossmann ISSE-1898
Rabbi Elias Eppstein IS6GG-186G9 Dr. Leo M. Franklin 1SOO-1941
Dr. Kaufmann Kohler ISGH-1871 Rabbi Emeritus  1941-1948
Rabbi M. Greenblatt ISTO-1S71

Dr. B. Benedict Glazer 1941.-




PRAYER OF RE-DEDICATION
(Composed by Dr. Glazer)

Rock of Ages, Father of Mankind. To Thee we tuin in gratitude
during this Chanukah season which reminds us of the heroism and
sacrifices of our Maccabean forebears. We revive sacred memories of men
and women who put their trust in Thee in the face of persecution and
tyranny. We recall their victory over the forces of darkness and evil and
their return to Jerusalem to cleanse and re-dedicate Thy Holy Temple.

In this historic spirit of re-dedication we have entered Thy house on
this Sabbath of Chanukah. We too are challenged to renew our loyalty
to our faith, to our people, and to this Temple. Many precious memories
stir in our hearts as we relive the inspiring hours of our confirmation into
the faith of Israel at Temple Beth El. We see again our classmates, our
dear ones, our teachers. our Rabbis, who helped make this experience
unique and unforgettable,

We thank Thee, O God, for these bonds with the past which have
deepened the meaning of our lives. We are grateful that our families
have been enriched and sustained by the traditions and contributions of
Temple Beth El. Help us to perpetuate this precious heritage with dignity
and honor. Renew in us the zeal to practice Judaism in our homes and
to serve this Congregation as laymen and leaders. May we recognize that

it is from our spiritual home we receive the inspiration to support all
worthy Jewish causes and to give of our best as citizens to this blessed land.

In these exalted moments of re-union and re-dedication, and as we
pledge our abiding loyalty to Temple Beth El and the faith it proclaims,
may the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be ac-
ceptable in Thy sight. Amen.

A X

»  w—

RE-DEDICATION PLEDGE

“In this solemn hour I hallow my life, in the name of the Eternal
God. to the religion of Israel. Whatever be my lot and wherever I may
be, 1 promise to support the truths revealed by Judaism. Now, as ever,
it shall be my aim ‘to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
before God’, and thus to harmonize my life with Israel’s proclamation,
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one’.”




December 20, 1949

iir, Iouis Cale
Cleveland Plain Dealer
Cle“hnd, Ohio

My dear lir, Gales

May I tell you how much I appreciusted the very fine stories
on The Temple Centenrdal and the Reconsecration Service which
you wrote for the Cleveland Plain Dealer on Saturday and Sun-
dgy s December 10th and 1lth, as well as on Saturday, December
17th, and londay, December 19th, The lovely display and the

illuminating articles invoked many favorable comments from
members of The Temple, I want to thank you for your coopera-
tion, .

I wish also to send you the compliments of the season and all
my good wishes for the coming year,

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




December 20, 1949

Cleveland Press
Cleveland, Ohio

iy dear Mr, Stewaris

May I tell you how much I appreciated the very fine stories

on The Temple Centennial and the Reconsecration Service which
you wrote for the Cleveland Press on Saturday, December 10th,
and Saturday, December 17the The lovely display and the 11-

luminating articles invoked many favorable comments from mem-
bers of The Temple, I want to thank you for your cooperation,

T wish also to send you the compliments of the season and all
my good wishes for the coming year,

Most cordially yours,

AEBA HILLEL SILVER




¥r, William Dirwoodie
Cleveland lews
Cleveland, Ohio

Ky dear lMr, Dimwoodies

May I tell you how much I appreciated the very fine stories
on The Temple Centennial and the Reconsecration Service which
you wrote for the Cleveland News on Saturday, December 10th,
and Saturday, December 17the The lovely display and the il-
luminating articles invoked many favorable comments from mem=
bers of The Temple.

I want to thank you for your cooperation and also to send you
the compliments of the season ard all my good wishes for the
coming year,

Most cordially yours,

APBA HILLEL SILVER




Mr, A, ¥, Lunts
Hanna Building
Clevoland, Ohio

My dear Friends

This is Just a brief note to remind you of our conversation
last evening about contacting Mr, May in netroit to learn
whether Mr, Fdsel Ford could come to a meeting here at The
Temple during our Centennial Year, Any evening st any time
in the spring would be agreeable to us here, I have already

spoken to Mr. May when I was last in Detroit about the pos-
sibility of a visit from Mr. Ford to The Temple, and he
thought that that might be arranged,

#ith all good wishes, I remain

Yost cordially yours,

ADBA HILLEL SILVER
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DR. ISRAEL MOWSHOWITZ LOUIS NEUMAN

RABBI PRESIDENT
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Mr, Fhilip Blackman
Hillcrest Jewish Center
80=15 Kent Street
Jamaica, New York

Wy dear lr, Blaclkmans

I should like to express to you in the name of The Temple
and in my own name our profound appreclation for youwr beau~
tiful singing on the morning of Depamiwrfth in commection

with the Service in The Temple, You greatly emriched and
beautified ouwr Service, From all sides T have heard ex-
pressions of the highest praise and satisfaction with your
beautiful renditin of the traditional music of the syna=
goguees I trust that it will be our pleasure to have you
with us soon again, Please be assured of owr deep grati=-
tude,

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILIFL SILVER




Mr, Sidney N, Weits

Leader Building
Cleveland, Ohio

¥y dear Sidney:

It has occurred to me that we ought to have a meeting of
the Centennial Endowment Committee and utilise the remaine
ing few months of the Centennial year far increasing our
endowment funds I notice that you appointed leo W, Neumark
as Chairman of the Copmittee and Clarles Ascherman and Phil-

ip J. Haber as Co~Chiiirmen, I am under the impression that
Mr. Neumark has indicated that he does not wish to serve,
In that case, do you wish to appoint someore else in his
place, or have Mr, Ascherman and Mr, Haber send out the in-
vitation to a meeting? Perhaps we should meet with the Co=
Chairmen a'd ome or two other people before the meeting is
called,

With all good wishes, I remain
Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
AHSser




Industrial Rayon Corpomation
Union Commerce Building
Mlm’ OMO

My dear Hirams

I trust that this letter finds you in good health awd that you are enjoying your
rest, Judging by the kind of weather we have been having here, it seems that Cal=
ifornia and Florida have moved to Cleveland - balmy spring weather, I wanted to
talk to you about the purpose of this letter before you lefty, but I did rot get
around to it, and not knowing when you plan to retwrn, T am putting down my thoughts
in ﬁﬁng.

As you know, The Temple is celebrating this year ite 100th anniversary, We are haw-
ing some very fine events scheduled in comnection with this Centennial which will be

climaxed with a banquet on May 18th at which Mr, Bernard M. Baruch, we trust, will be
our guest and speaker, Next month we are dedicating a beautiful Museum for Religious
Art and Music which a few frienis of The Temple have made possiblee In March at the
Public Music Hall we are presenting a Pageant telling the story of The Temple and of
Cleveland during the last 100 years. Ve are also publishing an attractive volume,
telling in words and pictures the history of the congregation which will be distrib~
uted to all of our members and to libtraries throughout the country.

I am personally eager to have the Centennial year result in some "tachliss" « some
material benefit to The Temples We must look aheads Our Temple structure, one of
the most beautiful religious edifices in Mmerica, is now more than a quarter of a
century old, It will be in meed fiom time to time of major repair and renovation for
which our current income does not provide, We sho.ld like to protect our institu~
tion as far as possible fram the sort of experience which we had in 1929=3L, when
because of the economic depressiony, The Temple was compelled drastically to curh{l
its cultural and educational program because of a radical reduction in income, With
these and other contingencies in mind, The Tample, a few years ago, established an
Endowment Fund which amounts at thia{hato a little over $100,000, We want to use
the fine sentiment created among our members in this Centenndal year to raise this
amount to a quarter of a million dollars, All outstanding religious organizations in
our country, including the leading churches of Cleveland, have such endowment funds,

We are making a2 quiet canvass among some of our people for gifts so that we could an-
nounce at the Centennial Banquet in May the completion of This Fund, Would you like
to help me, Hira, and The Temple by making a birthday gift to the Endomment Fund?

We would be deeply grateful to yous, It is many jears since The Temple has turned to




its fellowship for contributions beyond the rather modest annual dues which members
are paying.

I send you my warmest greetings and all good wishes,

Most cordial 1y yours,

ABBA HILIILL SILVER
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Drs Reinhold Miebuhr
606 West 122nd Street
New York, New York

Ky dear Dr, Mebulr;

My Temple here in Cleveland is celebrating this year its 100th
amniversary, It was the first refam congregation in the
Middle-West and is today, I believe, numerically the largest
in the country., We are planning a mmber of functions in
connection with the Centennlal Celebration, One, a very im-
pressive one, already took place on December 10th when 2,000
past confimants of The Teuple met in a reconsecration ser-
vice which was very inspiring,

The Centennial Committee has planned for the month of April

a dinner meeting with the Jewish and Christian clergy of Cleve=
land as its guests for a re-affirmation of our common brother-
hood in the ethical and spiritual tasks which confront them,

It is the thought of the Committee to have an outstanding re-
presentative of Christianity and one of Judaiam present their
views on the general theme, "Religion Looks to the Future®,

The Committee was unanimous in its invitation to you to be

our guest and spokesman, It is our hope to invite Dr, Ieo
Buoﬂk, whom you undoubtedly know, to spesk for Judaism,

I would be delighted if you could come, We are thinking of
Monday evening, April 10th, or lMonday evening, April 17th,

If these dates are not convenient for you, would you indicate
sy other evening in April when you would be free to come? I
beliove that the event would mean much to owr entire community
and would attract national attention,

Hoping that you will be able to fit this meeting into your
crowded schedule, and with all good wishes, I remain

liost cordially yours,

ABBA HILLFL SILVER




UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

BROADWAY AT 120TH STREET

NEW YORK 27, N. Y.




THE R1vERSIDE CHURCH
RIVERSIDE DRIVE at 122ND STREET

NEW YORK 27, N.Y.

rebruary 9, 1950.
Ministers
ROBERT J. McCRACKEN

C. IVAR HELLSTROM
NORRIS L. TIBBETTS

Ministar Emeritus
HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK

; a ‘L,; ":‘l llib b-'.g. lii»L 1 C ..L Jl._i_ ver > 1— - L L)
ihe 1 ‘:iu_!_'LL 3
vleveliand 6, Ohio.

Dear Lr. Silver:

Your letter of invitation to Dr. Fosdick

has cowe to uwe in his absence. I am

to be disapypointing, but 1 know that Lr.

Fosdick would not finda it possible to

accept your gracious invitation. He is

in Arizona at present, and plans not

return to New York until near the end of
warch. Early in April he is leaving for

Europe. before he left for Arizona

sent negative answers to several invitations
for speaking appointments during that in-
terval in April before he sails, saying

that he was going to be much too pre-
occupied at the time.

1 am forwarding your letter to nim so

he may know of your invitation. I am

e will appreciate your wanting him.
oincerely yours,

;br&bll&7 ,)OTVML.(YWN‘)

Secretary to Dr. Fosdick.
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KHORN RANCH

SASABE STAR ROUTE

TUCSON, ARIZONA

SUMMER RANCH: BOZEMAN, MONTANA




FisueL J. GoLpFeper, Rabbi
812 Mann Place, WOodburn 7231

Emiu. Rosen, Cantor
709 Chalfonte Place

Max NewwmaN, Educational Director

H. M. RusBiN, Sexton
3574 Van Antwerp Pl., AVon 6251

OFFICERS:

SAMUEL GLass, Honorary President

WM. HIRSCHFELD, President
3650 Washington Ave.

LOUIS WEILAND, 15¢ Vice-President
DR. J. E. LEVIN, 2nd Vice-President

SAUL KIRSCHNER, Recording Secretary
3512 Burnet Ave., AVon 1546

1saac siMmoN, Financial Secretary
LEON PASTOR, Treasurer

WM. MISRACH, Warden
327 W. Fourth St., PA. 5500

LOUIS I. NEMAN, Asst. Warden
3667 Alter Place, AVon 6136

TRUSTEES:

MAX ABRAMS
MAURICE P. BECK
M. J. BERGMAN
ABE BERMAN

JACK BOGDAN

SAM BURGIN

I. CLAYTON

ABE DENNIS

ELI FOGFL

CHAS. FRAID
ALBERT GOLDMAN
JOSEPH GOOTMAN
ROBERT GREENFIELD
J. DAVID JACOBS

J. JACOBSON

I. JARSON

SHEPPARD I, KLEIN
JOSEPH LAPINSKY
JOSEPH LiPP
JULIUS LIPSKY

DR. LOUIS A, LURIE
MORRIS MANDELL
DR. MORRIS MARK
MAX MIDDLEMAN
DAVID MONNES
HYMAN PHILLIPS
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April 27, 1950

Rebbi Abba H, Silver

The Temple, Tiferth Israel
Ansel Rd, & E, 105th St,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabki Silver:

I would greatly appreciate it if
you would send me information concerning
the celebration of your Congregation's
100th Anniversary, i,e., your programs,
pamphlets or brochures pertaining te
the celebration,

We are planning to celebrate our
100th Anniversary in the coming year and
would, therefore, like to benefidh by your
experience,

Thank you for your cooperation,

Sincerely yours,

/

— g/ /
A v A :(/:(/‘ )'/

o~

Rabbi F, Geldfeder

TRUSTEES MEETING THE LAST WEDNESDAY

OF EACH MONTH
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CLEVELAND 14, 0HIO

May 22, 1950

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Cleveland
Ohio

My dear Rabbi:

Bertha and I were privileged to attend the One-
Hundredth Anniversary Celebration of Congregation Tifereth
Israel. When I say '"privileged"” I mean Jjust that. As a
meeting it was a model of adequacy and timing. As a banquet
it must have satisfied the most fastidious as well as the
hungriest. The reports were brilliantly presented and inspir-
ing.

As for Rabbi "Kalisch" Silver he was perfection in-
carnate, We have heard you on many occasions, but never more
pleasing, more eloquent and convincing.

May you and yours (including the Congregation) be
blessed with many years (and in the case of the Congregation,
centuries) of continued and superbly useful and soul-satisfying
endeavor and achievement,

With sincerest personal greetings to you and Virginia,
and also to my old and very dear friend Sid Weitz, I am proud
to be,

Very appreciatively and cordially
your/friend (tho' in the other Camp)




Stewart, Cleveland Press
5 Galey, Cleveland Plain nealer

Mr, William Dinwoodie
Cleveland News
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Mr, Dimwoodiep

Now that the celebration of the 100th anniversary of The Temple
has been concluded, I should like to extend to you my deepest
thanks for all of your cooperation in giving such complete news-
paper coverage to all of the events which made of this, our
Centennial year, such a memorable cceasion, All of us exe

deeply grateful for your ready cooperation, and T want you to
know how much I personally appreciate all of your efforts,

With best wishes for a very plessant summer, T remain

Nost cordially yours,

ABBA HILLFI, STIVER




re Irwin Ne Loeser
800 mational City Bldge
Cleveland 1, Ohio

My dear Irwing

I appreciate youwr thoughtfulness in writing to me and all
the nice things which you say about the Centennial celebra-
tion last Thuwrsday, I am happy that you and Bertha could
be with us and join in the festivities, I, too, was very
mich pleased with the tone and quality of the meeting which
rounds out a very satisfying Centennial year at The Temple,

I send you and Bertha my best wishes in which Virginia joins
UG e

Net cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




May 31, 1950

Rabbi 7, Boldfeder

Iouis Feinberg Synagog
Lexington Ave, & Reading Rde
Cincimati 29, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Goldfeder:

Rabbi Silver has turned over to me your letter of April 27th with reference
to our 100th Anniversary celebration, I am enclosing several copies of our
weekly Bulletin which describe some of the Centennial events,

On December 18th a Reconsecration program for all past confirmants of The
Terple was held, followed by a buffet luncheon, Over 2,000 were present and
a most impressive Service was held in The Temple,

On March 1lst a beautiful Museum for Religious Art and Music was dedicated,
darch 29th a Papgeant was presented in the !Municipal Public Music Hall with
a cast of over 150,

a symposium for all the clergy of Cleveland was presented in lahler
The Temple. On May 1llth the Centennial Religious Service was pre-
in The Temple, The Bloch Sacred Service was rendored by an augmented
ir and symphony orchestra, and on May 18th the 100th Anmual leeting and
Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of our Centen-

The new Temple Museum was made possible through the generosity of a nmber of
our members, and The Temple Endowment Fund, established a mmber of years ago,
has been considerably increased by members who wished to see the fine spirit

engendered in this Centennial year maintained in some concrete form.

The closing event of the year will be held next Sunday morming at the Religious
School Rally when the honor pupils of the year will present an original cantata
giving the history of the 100 years in the life of our Temple.

If you wish any additional information, I shall be glad to hear from you,

Sincerely yours,

Secretary to Rabbi Silver




OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE TEMPLE
1850 = 1950
Cleveland, Ohio
INTRODUCTION
One day in the winter of 1816, into the Ohio Valley came a young English Jew named
Joseph Jonas, While still in England he had heard a great deal of the Ohio Xmt land
west of the Alleghenies and he made up his mind that there hs would go to seek his fore-

tune, His friends argued with him day and night, What business had he, a Jew, to go

into "the wilds of America, and entirely among Centiles"? But Jonas was stubborn, He

left his friends and his home, and came to Cincinnati, where he set himself up as a watch-
maker,

Soon word spread that a man of the Israelite nation was here in the West, and from
all parts of the country around came people to see him, and tdlk to him, One old Quakere
ess, who had come from afar to see hinm, saids "Art thou a Jew? Thou art one of God's
chosen people, Wilt thou let me examine thee? And examine, him she did, turning him
round and round, and then exclaimed: "Well, thou art no different from other people |

The constant prayer of Joseph Jonas was "that he might be a nucleus around which the
first congregation might be formed to worship the God of Israel in the great Western ter-
ritory".

His prayers were soon answered, for dwring the High Holydays in the autumn of 1819,
the first Jewish service in the Western part of the United States was held in Cincinnmati,
In 1836, the first temple West of the Allegheny was constructed in Cincinnati,

From this time on Jews kept drifting into the Ohio Valley, In 1837 Simson Thorman,
a Bavarian, was the first Jew to settle in Cleveland, He was soon joined by a fellow=Jew,
Aaron Lowentritt. By 1839 there were already 20 Jews in Cleveland cut of a total popula=-
tion of 7,648, and an Israelite Society was orgamized, In 1842, the Society split over
some dissension on matters of ritual, function of the spiritual leader and lesser adminise
trative problems, The seceding group formed the "Anshe Chesed Society" (now the BEuclid
Avenue Temple),.

Mn 1848 as a result of the revolutions in Burope and restrictive legislation against
Jews in Germany, many more Jews of distinct reform and liberal learnings settled in Cleve-
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land, and soon there developed a clash between the more conservative elgments in the
"Anshe Chesed Society" and the more liberal elememts, In 1850, L7 members, led by Asher
lehman, seceded from the older congregation, and on May 26th, orgmiszed "Tifereth Israel®
which means "Clory of Israel®,

Almost from the very begimning of its history, "Tifereth Israel", which later camg
to be known as "The Temple®, has been in the forefront of American Jewish consregations,

Isaac M, Wise, the founder of Reform Judalsm in America, writing in the "Chicago Imrael-
ite" in 1894, spesks of Tifereth Israel Congregation as the first reform congregation in
the Vest because reforms in his congregation in Cincimmati came later than they came to
Cleveland, Today The Temple has grown to a membership of 1950 families, the largest lib-
eral Jewish congregation in the United States, to become a spiritual and culturd power-
house, attracting national and intermational attemtion, It has been a leader and pioneer
in the development of Jewish religious life in this country,

Upon the cornerstone of its present magnificent structure are inscribed these wordss
"Dedicated to the service of the One God, the fellowship of all His children and the Pro-
phetic mission of His people Israel."

This year the custodians of that high tradition are celebrating the 100th Armiversary
of The Temple's founding. They guard its tradition with the same ardent geal as &id those
who first announced it a centwry ago. From this milestone they reflect with solemn pride
monthmdthoymﬁthirfmmhavemm,andthqgofonm'du:lthmd
hope and faith into the years that stretch ahead,

IN THE BEGINNING

"I, Mr. E. Pincus, Secretary, respectfully sulmit the first minutes of .= meeting
held May 26, 1850, The meeting was called by Nr. A. Sclorab at the hane of S, Loeb to draw
up rules for the new congregation under the name of 'Tifereth Israel!., Dr. Isadore Kalisch,
the liberal and scholarly Rabbi who left the old congregation with owr seceding group, in-
formed us that in case he was chosen, he would accept the position of Spiritual leader,
preacher and teacher only on condition that the members assure him that they will attend
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Services every Friday evening and Saturday morming. The congregation agreed, and Dr,

Kalisch became the first Rabbi of Tifereth Israel, His salary was $400 ammally, Con=
tributions were accepted, the largest amount was £50 by Mr. David Hexter, and Dr. Kalisch
himself contributed §5. The meeting adjowrned and the members dispersed in peace and har-
mony "
THE EARLY YEARS

Impelled by great energy, devotional and zeal, many organizational meetings were
held in rapid succession. On June 9, 1950, a committee was elected to secure a charter
from the state of M3km Ohio and to prepare a constitution, Services were held in the
homes of Dr. Kalisch and members, A children's choir sang during the services and they
received musical instruction from the Cleveland "Gesangverein® until a short time later
when a music teacher, Mr, Wagner, was engaged to train the singers at a salary of $18.00
per monthj the congregation paying $L.00 and each participating child, 25 cents, Appar-
ently the new order of worship was satisfactory, and the small group was moving ahead,
for we read in the minute books of June 9, 1850s "We separated as brothers should separ-
ate, with a heart full of peace and harmony.,"

June 23, 1850, Tifereth Israel received its Charter, and on July 7, July 1 and July
28, conmittees were elected 1o proceed with the many details of organization, In Septem-
ber, a place of worship in a remodeled hall on Seneca Streel was consecrated as soon as
a Torah (the Scroll containing the Five Books of lMoses) was installed in the Holy Ark,
The hall had room f{or 7L seatss A private home on Lakes Street was remted for a school
house, where members sent their children for instruction in Hebrew and religiom in the
afternoon of weekdays and on Sunday morning, In 1851 the congregation began to worship
in a hall on Kelley's Block on Main Street, now Superior Ave, Here it met until 1855,

Gradually the congregation grew as new members were voted into its felleship. Dues
ranged from $60 to $18, The members, like most of the immigrants who came to this part
of the world, were in general poor people = tradesmen, peddlers, bakers and butchers; and
in 1853 financial difficulties faced the congregation, The membership dues were lowered,
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" the tultion fee in the Religious School of 37 cents per momths far members and 50 conts
for nou-menbers was reduced B8, and the Ralbi's salary was cut to $300 with the underw
standing that if a better position was offered himy, he should feel free to leave,

New hope came to the struggling, small group in March 2, 1854, when Juduh Touro,
nationally known Jewish philantlaroplst of New Orleans, le{t, among his many other bequests
to Jewish, Christian and eivic institutions, the sum of $3,000 to Tifereth Israel.

Finally, it could look forward to the day when it could build its own house of worshipe

THE FIRST BEMPIE
On the north wall of the present Temple is a plaque with the following words en=
graved: "JUDAH TOURO, generous philanthropist and faithful Jew, who bequeathed £3,000
to the Tifereth Israel Congregation, with which money thé original Temple site on IMuron

Stireet was purchased, In honor to his memory this tablet is erected. 'By rightecusncas
and integrity he gathered his wealthj in charity and for salvation he gave it.'»

The first great dream of Tifereth Israel was truly realized when on December 1, 1855,
the NMuron Street Temple was dedicated, This edifice was the first of three homes occupied
by Tifereth Israel in its century=long history. It was a simple building, constructed
along severe lines, with only a rose-window in front, above the winding steps leading to
the main entrance to breads the symmetry of its architecture, The pride and joy of the
congregation in its new Temple is evidenced by the generous purchase of seats by the mem=
bers, It remained the home of Tifereth Israel untill 1894, undergoing three periods of
remodeling and enlargement in 1861, 1867 and 187k,

THE SPIRITUAL LEADERS
The first Rabbi engaged by the congregation was Dre Isadore Kalisch, a scholar of
note, who had been educated in the Universities of Perlin and Breslau, and who, beacmuse
of his liberal views, had to flee Cermany, MHe was among the earliest advocates of reform
and a close friend of Dr, Isaac M, Wise. He assisted Dr. Wise in the preparation of the
new prayer book, "ifinhag America", and was a prolific writer in Cerman and liebrew, His
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duties were to serve as Rabbi, Cantor, reader and preacher, When the congregation found
it necessary to let him go in 1855 because of financial burdens, the following commnis-
cation was sent to himg "Finding it impossible to bear the expense of a Cantor and Rabbi,
the Tifereth Israel Congregation hereby informs you that they shall not require your
services after the expiration of the present terms, On parting, we beg leave to asswre
you that none but the kindliest feelings dictate our moxkk motives and that the bast
wishes for your future welfare and happiness accompany you in whatever new occupaticn

you may be engaged, Wi th sentiments of esteem and respect for your eminent scholastic
abilities,"

For 12 years following the departure of Rabbi Kalisch, the congregation had no Rabbi
but was served by cantors, teachers and readers, selected, for the most part, from among
its laymen, Wolf Fassbender was cantor and teacher until 1857, Jacob Cohen, secretary
of the Board and a gentleman of exceptiomal Jewish learning, served as reader and teacher
from 1857 i1l the end of the Civil War, For the Migh Holydays members who were capable

assisted in the conduct of the Services. An attempt was made in 1860 to secure a Rabbi,
and Rev, Dr. Banks was invited to preach on a Sabbath before the congregation for a hear-
ing, Before such a comparatively learned laity, the selection of a Spiritual leader was
not to be taken lightly, and a conmittee of three was empowered to select a text from the
Bible upon which the aspirant to the pulpit was to preach, The conmitiee also was empowered
"to ask Reve Dre Banks for his testimonials and to converse with him about his abilitles
as a teacher, and to propound him with questions concerning the fundamental principles of
Judaism", Perhaps Dr, Banks did not pass the testj most likely the congregation felt that
it still could not afford a Rabbi, for the records show that at this same time another at-
tempt (one of several) was made to wiite with the Anshe Chesed Congregation from which
Tifereth Israel separsted itself 10 years ago. In any event, Jacob Cohen was retained,
Mr, Cohen was, no doubt, deeply appreciated for his services because in 1862 he was pre-
sented with a gift: the privilege of choosing for himself any burial lot in the cemetery
as yet unsold,
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The dream of having a Rabbi never abandoned the congregation, In 1B65 the reasons
for securing a Rabbi were recorddd in the mimites of the Boards "A preacher whose ser-
vices would awaken a healthful interest for religlon amongst us, and arouse us from that
spiritual indifference which has crept amongst us, and threatens to spread more anl more
on the observance of our holy laws, by which further a greater attendance at divine wors
ship would bg secured, the neglect of which has already tooclong and too badly been felt,"

In 1866 the congregation accepted the services of Rev. G. Y. Cohen who came from
Anshe Chesed with a bloec of 3L members who resigned fram the oldar congregatior. because
of their desire for new reforms in Judalsm, Rev. Cohen perfarmed ihe services of Canlor,
ingtructoar and leader of the choir and teacher of the Sabbath and Sunday Schoole, But he
gtayed less than a year and went back to Anshe Chesed,

In 1867 Tifereth Israel finally succeeded in engaging a Rabbi and preacher, Dr,
Jacob Mayer, who came from the Bnai Jeshwrun Congregation in Cincimnati, The seven years
of his ministry were marked by great progress in the direction of reforme In 1874 nr.
Mayer resigned to go to Baltimore, Maryland, andi he was succeeded by Dr. Aaron Hahn, who
served the congregation with distinction and devotion for 18 years, He was born in Bo-

hemia and was educated in Prague and Winrtzberg., He received his Doctorate at the Univer-
sity of Leipzig, He had been Rabbi of Rodeph Shalom Congregation in New York before he
came to Cleveland, He was a fine Jewish scholar, particularly in the field of theology.

He helped Ir's, Wise found the Hebrew Union College and was m'ospondingminﬂn_nc-
partment of Philosophy in that seminary, After his retirement from the pulpit in 1092, he
studied law and became an honorable member of the Cleveland legal mrofession,

Upon the resignation of I, Hahn, Rabbi loses J. Ories was elected Rabbi of The Temple
in 1893, having served previously in Chattanooga, Tennessee, He was the first graduate of
the Hebrew Union Collepge to occup the pulpit of Tifereth Israsl. lie came as a young man
full of energy and remarkable organizing ability, and his spirit infused new life into The
Temple, DBefore a year was out, the cornerstone of a new building was laid at the corner
of 55th and Central, Rabbi Ories retired in 1917 because of his health while still a re-
latively young man. He died soon thereafter and was universally mourned.
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Tn 1917, Rabbi sbba Hillel Silver was called from the pulpit of Wheeling, West
Virginia, to succeed Rabbi Gries, Rabbi Silver, a graduate of the "niversity of Cin-
cinnati and Hebrew Union College, was only 2l years of age when he assumed the leadership
of The Temple which, by this time, had becore one of the most importmt as well as larg-
est Jewish congregations in America, with a membership of 725 families, Within two years
the membership had grown to 916 families, and The Temple was making plans for the building
of a new home. Rabbi sSilver's umique and umrivalled gifts of oratory which set a standard
for Jewish nulpit utterances, evoked such large attendances at The Temple worship services
that mmy were he times when those who found no stand ng room were turned away, Iis
leadership and participation in all worthy civiec, philanthropic and religious endeavors
focused national and international attention upon The Temple and Cleveland. In 1925 Rabbi
gilver received his D. D. degree from Hebrew Union College; 1928, Honorary Degree from
Western Reserve University, Litt. D., and 1941, Honorary DeH.L. from Hebrew Union College.
During the First World War he was sent to France by the United States Govermment, at the
invitation of the French Covermment which later decorated him, He reached the height of
his national and international labers on behalf of the Zionist cause when he ptrosanf.cd the
case for the establishment of the State of Israel before the United Nations in 1947, During
the years of his ministry at The Temple, Dr. Silver has written "Messianic Speculations in
Ancient Israel", "The Democratic Impulse in Jewish History", "Religion in a Changing World",
ntWorld Crisis and Jewish Survival® and "Vision and Victory".

Thus, in the period of 75 years, from 187l on, The Temple has had only three Senior

Rabbis, To intensify the work &f the congregation, in 1927 an Assistant Rabbi was engaged,

Leon Feuer, 1927-1936, followed by Rabbi Melbourne Harris, 1936-19LLj Rabbi William Kramer,
19LL=19163 Rabbi Julius J, Nodel, 1946 = 3 Rabbi Earl S. Stone, 1948 - .

THE WILLSON AVENUE TEMPIE
The Huron Street Temple building, although enlarged three times, had become too small
for the growing congregation, Land was purchased on the corner of Willson and Central
Averme (now 55th and Central) and on July 16, 1893, the cornerstone was laid, with ad-

dresses delivered by Dr. Isaac M, Wise. Dr. Machol of the Anshe fhesed Pempie, and Rabbi
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Moses J, Gries. On April 29, 189k, the last worship service was held in the Huron St.

Temple, For a period of five months Tifereth Israel worshipped with Anshe Chesed, and
finally on September 21, 1894, the new Temple was dedicated, with Dr, Isaac M, Wise, Dr,
Max ILilienthal, Ir, Machol and 10 Christian ministers of Cleveland participating. The

new building was described in the press as "probably the finest chwrch building in Cleve-
land, and ranks high among the finest Jewish temples in the country. It is a structure
that must be seen to be appreciated, Its canopied eceiling, supported at the sides by
massive pillars finished in white stucco work can be described but not with full effect,.
Alonz the arches which form the ceiling and which are finished in white upon a green back-
ground are hundreds of incandescent electric lamps backed by white shades, and the effect
is besutiful, In the dome which is made of quartered oak and glass are clustered lights
which greatly add to the beauty of the building, The gallery is finished in paneled oak,
and the sanctuary and choir loft are of the same material, The orgun is a magnificent in=-
strument, larger than any other in the city, and of beautiful tone. The pipes are finished
in silver and golde The carpete are of uodest coloring and tasteful design, and are of
velvet material, The building was tastefully decorated for the opening exercises."

The seating capacity of the new Temple was 1200 and Dr. Wise, describing the tuilding
in "The Chicago Israelite", said: "Everything in The Temple is simple, substantial and
elegant,"

To meet the needs of an expanded progran of activities, the Willson Ave. Temple had
a library, trustee rooms, assembly hall and large and airy school rooms,

Rabbl Ories, in his dedicatory sermon, saids "This shall be a temple consecrated to
Jewish worship and Jewish instruction. Here shall we be brought rearer to owr God, Here
shall our faith in Judaism be strengthened and deepened. Fran this place shall we go forth
to teach our doctiine and proclaim our truth and to live life as Jews ought to live,"

This building used by Tifereth Israel for 30 years still stands, and is now a Baptist
Church,
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THE ANSEL ROAD TEMPIE

As a result of Nr. Abba Hillel Silver'!s vigorous leadership beginning in 1917, new
activity stirred in the congregation, and the shift in the population threatened to iso-
late the Willson Ave, Temple, In 1919 immediate steps were taken for the acquisition of
a new site. A triangle of land at the junction of Fast 105th St., and Ansel Road was pur-
chased, and the model of the new Temple, placed on exhibition in the City Auditorium, was
awarded first »rize and was conceded to be the finest architectwral achievement in Cleve-
land, The work of excavating for the new Temple was started December L, 1922, and by May
13, 1923, the cornerstone was laid, Among those participating in the presence of 2,000
members and friends were Rabbi Iouis Wolsey and Rabbi Jack Skirball of the Buclid Avenue
Temple, Dr., Julian Morgenstern, President of the Hebrew Union College, former Rabbi Aaron

Hahn, and Rabbi Silver, The Temple choir rendered appropriate music,

On Septenber 19th, 20th, and 21st of 192 The Temple, completed at a cost of almost

cne and a half million dollars md designed by Charles R, (reco, was dedicated, It is
generally regarded as one of the most beautiful religious structures in the country, The
main Temple avditorium is 90 feet in diameter and 85 feet high to the top of the dome,
The new Temple seats 2,000 worshippers and has a Chapel for 175 persons; a library, of=-
fices, thirty classrooms, and an auditorium, "The mountain of the height of Israel:
that is the best phrase tec describe the new Temple," said the Director of the Cleveland
School of Art,

Prominent nationsl and local religious and eivic leaders participated in the ceremony
of dedication,

During the closing ceremonies in the old Temple, the congregation was profoundly
moved as the Serolls were lifted and in procession carried from the Temple., DIr'e Silver
sald: "It is true that we are passing from the old to the new, and yet, in amother sense,
we are not. The Temple which is built not of brick and stone, but of living hearts and
living faith, remains always the same., Physically we shall have a new edifice; spiritually,
it will be the same agemold, memory-laden, life-sanctified Symagogue whose beginnings were
the first dreamer in Ur of Chaldees and whose end will be with the last dreamer on the last
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shore in the siddmmcax ultimate cycle of tine,"

In dedicating the new Temple, Dr. Silver summoned the members of Tifereth Israel
to build the spiritual temple now that the physical one was completed, He hoped that
The Tenmple would contimue to spedk to the rich and poor alike, and especially to the
poor and for ths poor. Ile rededicated the Synapogue to the ideal of peace first visioned
by the seers of Israzel.

REFORM AND FROGRESS

Despite the fact that they adhered to many of the basic practices of Orthodox and
Conservative Judaism, such as the dietary laws, worshipping with covered heads, separa-
tion of men and women in the symagogue, strict observance of the Sabbath, and services
mainly in Hebrew, the first members of Tifereth Israel were inclined towar ds refomm, and
they were cousidered from the beginning as liberals, opposed to the conservative group
fron which they had separated. In fact, there were may ettempts at reconciliation with

the original Congregation Anshe Chesed, but they were without success, for despite finan-

clal pressure on both congregaticns, their theological differences and rituslistic dif-

ferences were irreconcilable,

The first prayer book used was the ritual of Frankfort-au-dain, Cemany, which fol-
lowed the general Crthodox pattern, but the Orthodox practice of calling up members from
the congregation at random to read from the Torah (Serdiptures) was abolished in favor of
a more modern and orderly practice of assigning portions each week. In 1859 the attitude
of the congregation was evident when an attempt was made to secure a preacher or lecturer
fof reform principles competent to discourse in the English and German language".

There must have been some vagueness on this point, because an amendment was incore
porated into the minutes that the term "reform principles® be substituted by "liberal
principle s which shall not cver-reach the Iaw of loses". Traditional mr ayers were changed
or eliminated because of a new theclogical outlook as early as 18¢9, A prayer for Jewish
scholars and the heads of academies in DBabylon which, of course, no longer existed, was

eliminated as well as a pmsage which gave the formula for compoundl ng the incense in the
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templs in Jerusalem which no longer existed., An attempt to abolish the blessing recited
on the Holydays by members of the con regation descended from the priestly family was

voted down, but in 1866, with the adoption of a new reform prayer book, this prayer-custom,

too, fell by the wayside,

Tn 1861 when the uron Street Temple was enlarged and rededicated the (then) extreme
imovation of an organ and regular choir was established, and the readsr of the Service
was instructed to face the congregation during all prayers instead of toward the Ark, as
was the Orthodox custom. In this same year, the second day of the Jewish Holidays, ob=
served by Orthodox Jews, was abolished,

However, they were wwavering in thelr loyalty to their faith and in thelr desire
to maintain their Jewish identity, Thelr faithful adherence to the tradition of the Jew-
ish Sabbath was expressly stated by the following resolution which was unanimously car-
ried: "We, the undersigned members of Tifereth Israel Congregation, lnowing and without
hegitation admitting our violation of the losaic law, in koeping owr places of business
open on the Sabbath day, whereby not only ourselves,; but also our children become estranged
from Judaism, and trusting that our leavenly Father who ordained the 7th day as ome of rest
and meditationy, will bless us with prosperity during the weele-daya, it our duty, and
hereby promise if all agree to keep our business places closed on Saturdy , and to attend
regularly on that day of divine worship,"” What finer example can we find to prove that
their reform was born out of conviction and not convenience |

The progress and strengthening of the congregation's refom tendencies occurred in
1866 when the 3l members of the Anshe Chesed congregation applied as a group for membership
in Tifereth Israel, In their petition for wembersidp the candidates salds "We, the wndes
signed, one and ally sendour petition to your honoreble body for admissicn as menbers in
your congregation, This petition comes from a body of men who camne not merely because we
have no shelter to lay owr heads down, neither is it for our aggrandizement, it is solely
because wesee that owr hands are Lound and we are stopped in the way of progresse Ve have
outlived the darik and superstitious gzesy we are determined one ad all of us %o help to
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raise the Congregation Tifereth Israel to the standard, and to such beauty as will mele
it a joy amd glory, not only to ourselves, but also to our sons and daughters. We widh
to have a good Sabbath and holidgy serviecs as well as a good and wholesoms moral and re-
ligious instructoresses™

with the additio: of this large reform group into the membership, further action was
taken to liberalize the Service, "Minhag Amerdca", the prayer book prepared by Dre. Isaae
M, Wise with the assistance of other reform rabbis in the country, was introduced to the

con regationes Iven in this reform prayer book, the members made certain improvements

which ae now accepted by all Reform con gegations in the presemt~day Union Prayer Dooks

Anything referring to the bodily resurrection, the bodj.ly Messiah, rebuilding or the
Temple in Jerusalem, and the sacrifices was eliminated,

In 1867 with thegdection of I, Jacob Mayer, many new reforms in ritusl were itro-
duceds The term "cantor® was eliminated from the parlarce of the wurship service, and
the Spiritual leaders were referred to elther ar Rabbis, preachers, readers or teachers,
Likewise, the practice of laymen from tha congregation called wp to the readng from the
Torah was changed to have the Rabbi only read the Scriptural lessorie

In 1868 the service of Confirmation on tho Festival of Shevuoth (Feast of Weeks),

a service which originated with Reform Judaism in Cemmany, was held in Tifereth I=rael,
Eight boys and eight girls were confirmgd, Since that time Tifereth Israel has confimed
over L,000 children attending its Religious School and services. This first Confimation
service impressed the members so mightily that they drew up a resolution thanking Dre

Mayer for nwthe great joy and gratification® that was theirs in hearing "with unspeakable
delight the true principles of Judaisn expounded by these confirmants, inculeated into
their hearts pure and unallowedt®, The following year, again gulded by ™, Mayer?s libe
eral spirit, the Shofar (ram's horn) blowm on the ich Holydays, was accompeanied by a cornet

One of the most radical departures from treditlional Jewlsh practice came in 1869 when
the motion was made to worship with uncovered heads, but this resolution was not to in-
terfere with members who wished to lmep their heads covered during sorvicese So Ingrained

was the Jewish practice of keeping heads covered during Worship that the elimimatinon e thie
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custon was more difficult to accomplish than changing theologic doctrine, This meant the
final brea with Orthodoxye. Already most of the old customs had been stripped away,
Farily pews, a mixed choir with organ accompaniment, prayers recited and gsermons delivered
in English (or CGerman) were now the accepted order, along with the new Americanized orayer
book, (General acceptarce of this rew rule regarding hats was not immediate, In 1871 the
matter again was raised, and the decision arrived at was that only those who agreed to
worship without hate could be accepted for membership, Fven visitors were requested teo
remove their hats, Finally in 1875 a resolution was passed that all worshippers must re-
move thair hatsy, and that was passed by a very close margin of wvotes,

Already in 1870 it is recorded that non-Jews began to attend the lectures given by
Or, Mayer, and a fine relationship was established Letween the Jewish and Gentile come
mnity, Through the efforts of Dre layer, Jewish children were parmitted to absent thems
selves from publiec school on the High liolydays, without detriment to their school recordse
Dre Mayer began to participate in the civic and political affairs of Cleveland to such an
extent that the Board had to request him to limit his activities,

The congregation was not interested in its own development alone, but corsidered it
important to aid in furthering the reform movemant throughout the country. In this work
it wag a great influences At considerable expense the Board sent Ir, Mayer in 1870 to a
Synagogue conference in New York for the express purpose of assisting in revising the "i{ine
hag America%, In 1871 Dr. Mayer was sent2s a delegate from the congregation to a confer—
ence in Cincinnati "and that he be politely requested to use his best efforts in promot~
ing all such matters that would contribute to establish a unifomity among the congrega-
tions, and not to participate in the transactions on any project which could tend to cre-
ate or propagate disunion®, In 1873 Tifereth Icrael affiliated with the Union of American
Hebrew Corngregations which was organized in that year,

As a well=established congregation, the Board voted to contribute sums of money for
the aid of fellaw-Jews in lorocco and Persia as well as contribute to the material aid of

new congregations being started in Buffale, Hartford, Charleston and other commmities,

In 1873 delegates were sent to Cimcinnati for the purpose of assisting in establishine a
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.wmimry for the training of Rabbis, and in 187L, =t considerable expense coupled with

generous hospitality, the conpregeticn entertained the delegates to the meeting of the
Tnion of American Hebrew Congregaticns held in Cleveland,

Tth the resicnation of Dr. Meyer in 1874 and the election of Dr, Aaron Hahn as
Rabbi, further reforms were introduced, revisions were made in the prayer book, and the
practice of reading the names of the departed from the Temple lMemorial Book was begun &
services, The Teuple bepan to expand its activities along culh ural interests, A Titere
ary Society met in The Temple to study "the literature and language of ocur country®, In
1886 nrr, Hahn instituted the Mrst Sundsy lectures, and his scmons flled with sibstance
and thought raised the standard of preaching in The Temple pulpit, which has been main-
tained in ever preater deprees to this day, Rabbi Hahn served for 18 years and was suc-
ceeded Yy Rabbi Yoses J, Tries,

puring the 2=year ministry of Rabbi Ories new changes and new activities which have
influanced the prosrans of Reform congregations throughout the country were instituted,
In 1893 Rabbi Cries changed the main service of the week from Mriday evening to Sunday
morrming., In 189k, when the Umion Prayer Book was adopted, a resolution also was passed
that the weeldly portion be read from the English Bible and not from the Hebrew scrolls,
Rabbi nries wanted to remove the Torah Scrolls entirely firom The Temple, but in defer=
ence to majority opinion, the Scrolls remained in the Ark, though rever used, The ser-
vice on Sabbath and Sunday, on Festival sand Holydays, was read almost enmtirely in English,
The Hebrew responses were chanted by the choire The first Union Thanksgiving service
with a christian church was held in November of 189), and Christian ministers were in-
vited for the first time to preach from The Temple pulpite

Detwean 1893 and 1917 Rabbi Ories advocated the Open Temple idea, where non-members
could send thelir children to the Religious School and participate in all Temple activie-
ties, He made The Temple the first institutional synmagogue in the United States with
clubs, athletics, formms, extension courses and a lilrary, an offshoot of which is as-
sociated with the Cleveland Public Iibrary and located in the approximate are of the Wille
son Ave, Temple building, It is still called "Temple Iitrary", In 109l The Temple Society
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'wég formed which conducted extension courses and popular lectures which, in 1896, de-
veloped into the well~known "Temple Couvrse" which for more than 12 years was a unique and
highly successful institution in the culnral life of Cleveland, A Junior Temple Society
was also formed, In 1896 Rabbi Ories organized The Temple Women's Associaticny 1098, The
Temple Sabbath School Sunshine Club, and in the same year, the first Temple Annual was
published, In 1902 the Temple Alumni Association was organized. The Sabbath School be=-
came the largest in the United States, and the study of Hebrew in the Sabbath School was
abandoned in 1895,

Rebbi Cries represented what might be called the extreme radical wing of Reform Juda=-
jem, and most of his ministry was spent In the years before the First World War, It was
the "Colden Age" of pgreat optimism among the Jewish people, and the ideal of universalism
ran high,

Then Dr. Abba Hillel Silver came to The Temple in 1917, Reform Judaism had reached
the furthermost boundaries of radicalism, and after the horrible anguish of the War which
disrupted the lives and destoyred the hopes of man for a peaceful and idedl world, a great
deal. of soul=searching took place among the leaders of Reform Judaism, The work of Refom
was practically accomplished, and Judeism had been modernized and adjusted, and the aware-
ness of the new tasks necessary to conserve Juda sm was realized by Rabbi Cries's successor,

Against much oppostion, which he eventudl 1y overcame, Dr, Silver brought back into
The Temple the more positive and meaningful rituwals and practices of Judsism. Hebrew was

re-ntroduced in the worship services and in the Religious School curriculum, The Torah

was taken out of seclusion and the reading of it became once again, as always in Jewish

worship, an integral and central feature of the Service, Friday Evening Vesper Services

were re=instituted with the lighting of the Sabbath candles and blessing cver the wine,
The beautiful. ceremonies of Jewish holiday observances such as the Succah (Tabernacle) on
the Feast of Tabernacles were re-introduced, and the preaching placed more emphasis on the
affirmative values of Jewish faith and the broad problems of Jewish life, such as Zionism,
When the new Temple was built on Ansel Road, the subject of the "institutional syna=

gogue® was carefully studied, and the extra=pulpit activitkes which Dre Silver said had ne
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. direect relation tothe synagogue aml religious services, were abolished. On May 26, 1929,
The Temple adopted a policy that in the future it should devote itself exclusively to the
role which it alone can perform in the community; namely, as a "House of Prayer" and a
wliouse of Religious Study®, The Religious School with its High School and Colliege Depar i~
ments set out to develop a full program of educatiocnal opportunities for young men and wo=
mens The Women's Association, Men's Club, and Alumni carried on their manifold activities
only insofar as they are more vitally related to the religlous ideals for which a Temple
ought to stand, "The Temple camnnot be all things to all men," said the statement of new
policy, "but it can be and should be a place of inspiring worship, of religio s educationy
of ethical guidance and of Jewish sanctities for all men,”

Thus, Tifereth Israel once agein demonstrated its piomeering spirit, being the first
congregation in the United States to attempt a definite formulation of the function and
place of the synagogue in modern America life,

CITY, NMATION AND HUMANITY

In its 100 years The Temple has kept pace with the farward surge and remarkable pro=
gress of America, Tts lay and rabbinical Jmders have supported every social purpose and
high-minded activity in Cleveland, Its felliowship extended beyond its own environs, to
the non=-Jewish citizens of this community, and frequently from its pulpit were heard the
voices of leading Jews amd Christians pronouncing the great truths to which we all are
the rightful heirs,

The Temple served patriotically and loyally during all the wars - Civil War, Spanish-

American Wary First World yWar, Second World War, and its sons fought in all of theme In

the First World War 165 Temple boys were soldiers, and in the Second, 775 served. lany

of them won great distinctiony 22 of them died in the service of their country,

Many hands have worked under the roof of The Temple to clothe and feed the naked and
hungry of all lands who were caught up in the maelstrom of persecution and war, lany
purses have been opened in response to the calls from its pulpit for the salvation of the
disinherited ani the lost, Kany dreams originating in the souls of its leaders have come

to blessed reality for the salvatlon of the haieless wanderers among our brebthren, iany




happy voices echoed within its walls, and many tears were shed Ly anguished hearts scoke

ihg solace at its services, And many hearts were kiniled with renewed faith in Cod ard
man before the ever-burning lamp of the Holy Ark,

"And my glory shall not depart from thee, nor from thy children, nor from thy chile
dren's children forever,!

This is the story of Tifereth Israel - Glory of Israel,




ACCOUNT

Oct.'49 Public Hall
Nov,'L9 Emil Rosen

Jan,'50

Wade Park Manor

City Blue Printing Co.
Millcraft Paper Co,
Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co,

Edgar Mills

Wade Park Manor
Mrs,V,L.Wise
Mrs.l.Hurwitz
Hough Baking Co.
Ben Silverberg
Wade Park Manor
Phillips Candle Co,
Lyon & Healy
Phillips Candle Co,
Saunders Novelty Co.
Schonberg Prtg.
Walnut Prtg.

Philip Blackman
Perry Briggs
Jos,Hepner
Mrs,J,Weiskopf
Bloch Publishing Co,
Burrows Co.
Diamond Flowers
Howard Gene
Lyons % Healy
Millcraft Paper
Mimeopgraph Co.
Union Towel

Feb,.'50Postage

Bohme % Blinkmann
Heights Baking Co.
Howard Gene
Millcraft Paper
Railway Exp.
Schonberg Prtg.

Mar.'50Dr,.Freehof

Pub,Auditorium
Henry J.Kurth
Robt.Ellenstein
Robt .Ellenstein
Railway Exp.
Wade Park Manor
Postage

Rita Ganger

[ 4
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CENTENNIAL EXPENSES ——3/0nise—

EXPLANATTON

Pageant

Cantor ~

Cantor

Music (Willard)
Pageant

Candles

Cantor

Cantor

Decorations Rededic,
n "

Rededication

Music Reded,

Cantor

Candles

Pageant

Candles

Tags. Reded.

Program thed.

Pageant Posteards

Cantor -

Microphone Reded.
Add,Janitor "
Pageant

Music Cantor Mills
Pageant (Paper)
Rededication

Pageant
Pageant
Pageant
Reded.

Museum Ded,
History Book
Pageant Mtg,
Pictures Hist,Bk.
Pageant

Museum

Museunm

Guest Preacher
Pageant Rehearsals
Pageant

Pageant

Pageant

Museum

Freehof Exp,
Pageant Letter
Pageant c¢lerical




CENTENNIAL EXPENSES
CONT'D

ACCOUNT ANOUNT EXPLANATION

EAL, FWD. § 5101.04

MAR!SOMrs., Alex. Mintz 9.86 Pageant
Jos. Gingold 150,00 Museun
Stephen S. Kayser 220,96 "
E. & L. Cartage Co. 142 "
Bishop G, B. (inam 100,00 Guest Preacher
Railway Express 1.79 Pageant
Bohme & Blinkmann Ll History Book
Gurklis Signs .00 Pageant
Industrial Motion Pictures 30,00 "
Lyon & Healy 13.L46
Mimeograph % Co. 3.15
Olympic Sport Goods 1.50
Root & Mc Bride 3.30
Schonberg Printing 101.50
Standard EnV. CO. 111033
Wolf Env, Co. 6.73

Acme Chair Rental 12,00
Henrietta Bloomfield 33.57
Bloomfield Co. 18,00
City Blue Prig. 1.25
City Expreas Del. 1}4036
Diamond Flowers 6,00
Dramaturgy Inc. 66,00
Mrs. Mort Epstein 15,00
Jack Rosenthal 53.20
Eaves Costume 950,00
Robt. Ellenstein 250,00
B. A. Garson 25.00
Saul Henkin 315.50
Henry J. Kurth 568 400
Luck's Music Lib, 7.65
Rand Manning 200400
Helen Murciak 20,00
Minnehaha Water Co. 11.15
Robt. Nelson 10,00
Norris Cartage 332,09
Rappaport Studios 84,07
Elizabeth Rice 50,00
Ritmor Sportswear 7.50
Schonberg Prtg. 355400
Martin Sperber 55.00
Theatrical Equip. L5.82
Theatrical Shopping Serv. 95600
Walnut Prtg. 56,00
Jessie Weiskopf 24.00




ACCOUNT

Choir

Potter Mellon Inc.
Theodore Bloomfield
Ben Silverberg
Florence Shapero
Clev. Pub. Auditorium
HelenSanta

W' Meat Co.

Dr. Louis Mann

Dr. Ralph Sockman
Root & Mc Bride

G. R. Evans

City Ice &Fuel

Mrs., N. R, Combs

8. ¥eadows

Hungarian Strudel Shop
G. R. Eyans

Marion Newmark
Railway Exp.

City Hardware & Supply
Gurklis Signs

Howard Gene Studios
Jewigh Review & Obs,
Lo & lo FOOd CO.

The May Co.

National Ticket Co,
Schonberg Prtg.
Serlin Prtg.

Wade Park Manor
Weideman Co.

Jack Adams & Co., (E. Podis)

Cleveland Press
May Co.

Wal., Prtg.

Railway Express
Ben 8ilwerberg
Choir

Fuller Cleaning
Rabbi L. J, Feuer
Bing & Haas

C. C. Birchard &Co.
Cleveland News
Diamond Flowers
Heights Baking Co,
Hinde & Dauch Paper Co.

Jewish Review & Observer

Dr. Chas.lgesser
Lily Flowr Shop
PlainDealer

Ross Prtg.Co.
Serlin Prtg.
Unger Prtg.
UnionTowel Supply

TOTAL TO JUNE 1,1950

CENTENNIAL EXPESNSES

CONT'D

AMOUNT

$130,00
3.00
375.00
816.50
7.L0
563.34L
50,66
55.20
100,00
100,00
49.88
L.30
2.28
2.00
6.29
10,80
11.55
23.00
3.05
10,17
1,50
39,00
15.00
19.L5
115.13
55.53
52,50
34.00
8.93
8.56

100,00
12,62
53429
14.25
27.68

74%0.90

L60,00

6.50
32,00
1003.10
L40.81
11.20
1,00
.50
93.02
4.00
30,00
30,00
11,76
21,00
4.00
1.789.20
5.38

& 6369.L6

4199,21

16653,.12

EXPLANATION

Pageant
Myseun
Pageant
n
n
n
Clergymen's Dinner
"
"

L
Pageant
”n

Clergymen's Dinner

Pageant

Clergymen's Dinner
L

Pageant
Museum

"
Annl Mtg.
History Bk.
Pageant
Clergymen's Dinner
Pageant

Anniv., S_rv,.
n W

Clergymen's Dinner
L

Clergymen's Dinner
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BALANCE FORWARD $16,653,12

UNPAID BILLS AMOUNT EPLANATION

Diamonds Flowers $9.12 Ann, Serv,
Industrial Publ. 253.34 Hist.Bk,
Mueller Art Cover & Binding 1292,75 " .

Railway Express 80,85 1,636,06 Museum
$18,289.18

PAGEANT RECEIPTS

MARCH $501,25
APRIL 2034.53
MAY 22,25

TOTAL EXPENSES TO JUNE 13,1950




Powerhouse of Spirit

In ink now faded. on paper vel-
lowed by age. one reads the first of-
ficial record of century-old Congro-
gation Tifereth Israel of Cleveland.
now nationally known as The Temple.

“I, Mr. E. Pincus, Secretary.” says
the record, “respectfully submit the
first minutes of the meeting held May

26. 1850,

“The meeting was called . . . to
draw up rules for the new congre-
gation under the name of “Tifereth
Israel.’

“Dr. Isadore Kalisch, the Liberal
and scholarly rabbi who left the old
congregation with our seceding group
informed us that in case he was
chosen he would accept the position
of Spiritual Leader, preacher and
teacher only on condition that the
members assure him that they will
attend services every Friday evening
and Saturday morning. The congre-
gation agreed.”

Thus.

many a modern rabbi would yearn

under conditions  which
to see accepted and applied. The
Temple came into existence just one
hundred vears ago.

Hailed by Isaac Wise

Isaac M. Wise, master builder of
American Reform Judaism. often de-
scribed Tifereth Israel as the “first
Reform congregation in the West”
because he noted that reforms that
came to his congregation in Cincin-
nati had been anticipated in Cleve-
land.

Today. under the leadership of
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver (nue “15)
one of the most eloquent spokesmen
of modern Judaism, the congregation
has grown to a membership of 1,950
families. a powerhouse of Liberal
spirit, thought and action. perhaps
the largest group of its kind in the
United States.

A whole series of centennial events,
which began last fall and will reach
a climax in May, pay tribute to the
efforts undertaken and the achieve-
ments recorded since the day when,
after a first service in June. 1850.
the minute books reported: “We sep-

Historic Synagogue
The Temple, Cleveland

arated as brothers should separate,
with a heart full of peace and har-
mony.”

Poor peddlers and tradesmen made
up the temple’s first members, and
lht') were beset ||) the most acute
financial difficulties. By 1853 the rab-
bi's salary had been cut to $300 and

he had been regretfully advised 1o

accept another post if one were of-
fered.

New hope came in 1851 when
Judah Touro of New Orleans. the
famous philanthropist. remembered
Tifereth Israel with a $3,000 bequest
in his will. With this gift. the first
dream of the founders
tion of their own temple
ized. but financial troubles recurred
and there were twelve years when the

construc-

was real-

congregation, too poor to afford a
rabbi, was served by cantors, teachers
and readers, most of them selected
from among its laymen.

The difhiculties prompted several
efforts to reunite with Anshe Chesed
Congregation (now the Euclid Ave-
nue Temple), from which the strug-
gling group had seceded at the outset.
These efforts were without success.

Tifereth lIsrael. though it still ad-
hered to many of the basic practices
of Orthodox and Conservative Juda-
ism, had already taken the path to-
ward Reform, and the theological and
ritualistic differences between the two
congregations., today both Reform.
were at that time irreconcilable.

Progress toward Reform was
steady in Tifereth lIsracl. As early as
1859, traditional prayers were modi-
ﬁ('(l or ('“lllilli"l‘ll because of a new
theological outlook. The first confirm-
ation took place in 1868, and the six-
teen boys and girls in the class were
1.000

confirmed since. A motion to worship

the forerunners of more than

with uncovered heads. first made in
1869, was adopted on a permissive
basis first: made mandatory eight
vears later. Modifications proposed
by other Reform groups were incorp-
orated in some instances: in others
Tifereth lsrael was the pioneer. By
1873, when the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations was formed.
the Cleveland congregation was one
of the first affiliates.

Rabbi Silver. who came to the con-
gregation at twenty-four. its third sen-
ior rabbi in seventyv-five vears, has
occupied the pulpit since 1917, As-
sisting him in the farflung activities
of this influential temple are Rabbi
Julius J. Nodel (nuve 43) and Rabbi
Farl Stanley Stone (g "39).

The

close May 14 with an anniversary re-

centennial  observance  will
ligious service, and May 18 with an

anniversary banquet.

Reconsecration Service

One of the most dramatic events in
the celebration thus far was a recon-
secration service December 18 for all
those who had been confirmed at The
Temple. Two thousand men and wo-
men, representing sixly confirmation
classes, dating all the way back to
1870, joined in repeating the Confes-
sion of Faith. From the class of 1896
onward, there was an unbroken repre-
sentation up to and including this
year's confirmands.

Other important highlights of the
celebration have included a series of
five lectures by Rabbi Silver on “A
Bird’s Eve View of a Critical Cen-
tury”: ‘A Temple Cen-
tury.” with over 130 members of the

a pageantl.

congregation in the cast: and a din-
ner at which the Rev. Dr. Ralph Sock-
man, pastor of Christ Church, New

9




Leo Gartenberg

Rabbi Martin M. Weitz

Temple Beth Israel President and Rabbi

Rabbi Louis L. Mann
of Temple Sinai, Chi-
principal speakers.

ZHI(‘
'14)

were

York,
| HUC
cago,

Another important event that
marked the centennial was the formal
dedication March 1 of The Temple's
new Museum of Religions Art and
Musiec, third of its kind to be estab-
lished in the United States. Dr. Franz
Landsberger, curator of the nuc-Jir
Museum, was among the guest speak-
ers at the dedication.

First Quarters
A Rented Room

In Arkansas.

DeSoto  first
discovered the “magic wells of health™
in the unusual mineral water springs,
Jewish settlers have been contribut-
ing to the cultural, professional, com-
mercial and agricultural life of the
Although
Jews constitute less than three per
cent of the state’s population. fourteen
Arkansas towns bear the names of

where

‘

state for many decades.

Jewish planters and builders honored
by the communities in which they
lived and worked.

'\1'1'1)1‘(h|):_' to some records. the first
Jewish settler of Hot Springs was
Jacob Kempner, an immigrant from
who operated the stage-
Little Rock to Hot

Springs furnishing those towns with

Cracow.

coach from

their only organized line of communi-
cations,
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In this setting the diamond jubilee
of Temple Beth Israel of Hot Springs
which will be observed with a whaole
series of special events in May. takes
on wide significance.

Temple Beth Israel, one of the first
Jewish congregations in the state, de-
veloped from the efforts of a handful
of devout Jews who met in a rented
room for prayer as far back as 1672.
In 1875, founders formally organized
under the two names, Beth [srael and
the House of lIsrael.

For thirty-nine years the congrega-
tion was served by Rabbi Abraham
B. Rhine (nuc '02),
Graetz” History of the lews. The
spiritual leader today is Rabbi
Martin M. Weitz (nve "34), and un-
der his guidance a membership which

translater of

has recently doubled in size and ex-
tended iis activities prepares for an
observance of the anniversary which
will chart new paths for the future
while paying tribute to the past.

Among anniversary events sched-
uled is an institute for clergymen
a luncheon in
well as a special evening service on
May 26. Rabbi Louis Binstock (nuc
'23) of Temple Sholom. Chicago. will
speak at both luncheon and service.

and their honor as

An anniversary banquet and program
will be held at the Arlington Hotel
on Sunday night. May 28. Rabbi Ira
E. Sanders (1ve '19) of Temple B'nai
Israel. Little Rock, will be the main
speaker.

Dissertations Put
On National List

The high caliber of graduvate work
at the College has gained recognition
from the Association of Research Li-
braries.

With the recent plllolis'.‘lliun of Vol-
ume 16 (1948-49). the College is
listed in the compilation of Doctoral
lecepted by
Universities, which is prepared an-
nually by Dr. Arnold H. Trotier of
the University of Illinois Library.

Dissertations Imerican

In addition to listing the disserta-
tions submitted last vear. the current
volume includes those dissertations
which have been accepted by the Col-

lege in the past.

Propose CCAR
Ceremonial Guide

An Institute on Reform Theology
sponsored by the Central Conference
of American Rabbis was held March
20, 21 and 22 at the Cincinnati cam-
pus with seventy-four ccar members
participating in inspirational round-
table meetings and plenary sessions.

A recommendation that the ccar
formulate a guide for ceremonial
Reform

Under the proposal. the

practice in Judaism was
iulnph'd.
guide would “provide information
concerning prevailing customs. offer
standards and ecriteria for the evalua-
tion of ritual observances and suggest
their creative development.”

Rabbi Ferdinand M. Isserman (1t
22) of Temple lsrael. St

chairman of the Institute. announced

L.ouis.

that it will be resumed at the Cinein-
nati campus during the December,
1950, midwinter recess.

The annual conference of the cear
will take place in Cincinnati June
7to 11. Among speakers will be Rabbi
Abba Hillel Silver t1ive'15) of Cleve-
land: Dr. Abram L. Sachar. Rabbi
Abraham J. Feldman (nve “18) of
Hartford and Dr. Nelson Glueck.
Rabbi Harry Kaplan (g "27) of Co-
lumbus. O.. will deliver the confer-
ence lecture and Rabbi Solomon B.
Freehof (nuc ’15) of Pittsburgh will
deliver the conference sermon.




Open Letter to Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

Dear Rabbi Silver:

According to the local press, The Temple, of which you
are the spiritual leader, will celebrate its 100th anniver-
sary on May 18. This is an event of rejoicing not only for
your congregation and the Jewish people, but a time of
exaltation for all progressive citizens.

The manifold activities of The Temple have been a force
for the elevation of our community life; from The Temple
came powerful support in the common struggle against
bestial fascism, and in the post war years The Temple
has been a center from which flowed that warm brother-
hood for healing the wounds of the Jews of Europe and
contributing to the foundation of a new nation, Israel

I feel that I have a personal share in your rejoicing
on this occasion.

L have not only abhorred the evil of anti-Semitism, but
through the years in concert with many other non-Jews
have spoken and acted against this cancer. For this stand
we Communists in particular were termed ‘“premature
anti-fascists,” a brand \:e wear with pride.

IN THE OFFENSIVE against Hitler, I served in Europe
as an infantryman for the duration of the war. In the
long horror of that conflict, one of the major forces sus-
taining my conviction that this was a just war was the
knowledge that we were dealing a death blow to the butch-
ers of six million Jews whose only desire was to live in
peace.

It was not Hitler alone who was the enemy; it was the
predatory German industrialist who raised the Nazi to
power, financed the murder of Communist, Jew and union-
i1st to prepare Germany for ahe *path of world conquest.

%*

WITH this in mind, it comes as a profound shock to
read the names of the individuals you have invited to
speak at the 100th anniversary of The Temple—United
States Senator Robert A. Taft and John Foster Dulles.

Are they friends of the Jewish people? What is the
record ?

It is well known that prior to our country’s entrance into
the war against the Axis that Taft repeatedly expressed
his willingness to appease German fascism. He was with
that group of “isolationists” whose program was expressed
through the America First Committee, a center of open
and concealed anti-Semites.

Not even the war brought a change in opinion on the
part of Taft. A

IN A SPEECH at Kenyon College at Gambier, Ohio,
on Oct. 5, 1946, Taft declared that the recently concluded
war crimes trials in Germany and those in progress in
Japan “violated fundamental American law.”

He also said:

“The hanging of the eleven former Nazi leaders will
be a blot on the American record we shall long regret.”

And of recent date, Senator Taft has called for the recog-
nition of Spain, that unhappy country whose democratic
government was overthrown by the fascist general, Franco,
with the assistance of the armies of his partner, Hitler.

What would be the cry of the dead of the Warsaw ghetto
if they could witness Taft stepping across the threshhold
of The Temple? reEvage

BUT TAFT is not only the enemy of the Jewish people.

He is the mortal enemy of the trade union movement.

Perhaps it is unknown to you that anti-Semitism has
made gains in high places in the labor movement. The
once proud CIO now publishes anti-Semitic cartoons; the
secretary of the CIO has announced his willingness to
accept fascism as an ally in a future war.

The presence of Taft in The Temple only serves to pro-
vide these mis-leaders of unions with a weapon to divide
labor from the Jewish people in the same manner that
Hitler achieved that divit:ion‘.

B

OR CALCULATE the impact of Taft’s presence in The
Temple upon the Negro people, who with the Jewish
people have energetically fought for fair employment
practices legislation.

It was Taft who asserted a short time ago that he would
not vote for compulsory FEPC and was condemned by

the I}‘ational Association for the Advancement of Colored
People.

Taft’s coming to The Temple will be welcomed by those
sinister forces who seek to drive a wedge between the
Negro and Jewish peoples.

® % %

THEN your other guest, John Foster Dulles.

This associate of Truman in the promotion of the cold
war has been charged in a federal lawsuit against the
International Nickel Corporation with helping Nazi Ger-
many stockpile war materials before Pearl Harbor. One
of Dulles’s war time clients, Rudolph Lenz, was convicted
on a charge of having eriminal relations with the inter-
national German monopoly, 1. G. Farben.

Dulles’ bank, the J. Henry Schroder bank, was described
by Time Magazine as “an economic booster” for the Rome-
Berlin Axis.

Dulles was the reorganizer of the finances of Poland in
1926 just after Pilsudski, the anti-Semite, set up his
fascist regime.

Dulles and his wife contributed a total of $1,000 to the
anti-Jewish America First Committee.

Dulles has sued the government of the United States
in behalf of Franco banking interests in Spain.
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AND WHAT was it but a reference to the Jewish people
when Dulles in a senatorial campaign speech in upper
New York said: “. . . if you could see the kind of people
in New York City making up this block that is voting
for my opponent (Lehman), if you could see them with
your own eyes . ..”

The list of hatreds shared by Taft and Dulles.against
decency and progress is too long to be deseribed here.
The record is available.

Topping this list of hatreds are the Soviet Union and
those countries of eastern Europe who have made anti-
Semitism a criminal offense.
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WOULD ANYONE weigh the records of Taft and Dulles
against the blood of millions of Soviet citizens who died
in the war against Hitlerism?

Or could deceit dare to draw comparisons between the
actions of Taft and Dulles on nationhood for Israel as
compared with the firm stand of the Soviet Union whose
destruction is sought by your two guests?

When the people of Israel eried out for arms to defend
their homes and their families where were Taft and Dul-
les? Were they not engaged in denouncing the govern-
ment of Czechoslovakia whose factories were providing
weapons for the defense of Israel?

* * #

TODAY in the United States a plan is being unfolded
whose same design was used by the monopolies and car-
telists of Germany through their spokesman, Hitler. As-
sisting in this scheme of thought control, jailing of Com-
munists headed by Eugene Dennis, deportation of the for-
eign born, destruction of the trade union movement, en-
couragement of hatred against minorities and unprece-
dented redbaiting coupled with a clamor for war are
Robert A. Taft and John Foster Dulles.

Will the Jewish people go unspared from the holacus?
that is being prepared?

History teaches us that they will be among the early
victims.

* £ B

I WOULD not be so presumptuous to make suggestions
for the conduct of your 100th anniversary celebration at
The Temple.

But I feel that I have earned the right as a firm friend
and ally of the Jewish people to ery out against Taft
and Dulles.

Better to revive the voices of the ancient prophets.
Amor and Hosea.

“Let justice flow like water, and righteousness like a
perennial stream.”

Sincerely yours,

ELMER O. FEHLHABER
Editor, The Ohio Edition.
23 The Worker,
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The Temple, the oldest liberal Jewish congregation in the
Middle West, and the largest in the country, is celebrating
this year its 100th anniversary., Under God it has prospered
and has been privileged to serve the faith of Israel, the com-
munity, and our country. Our fervent prayer is that in the

coming years, as in the past, it will remain true to the pur-

poses which are inscribed upon the cornerstone of The Temple:

"Dedicated to the Service of the One God, the Fellowship of all

His children and the

- n

rophetic lission of His people Israel,"
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