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The Neighborhood Thanksgiving Service
1952
N
TIME + 8:15) Wednesday Evening, November 26, 1952
PLACE -~ The Temple - Rabbi Silver - 105 and Ansel Road

Suggestions for the assisting Choirs.

No less than nine Religzious Groups are joining in this service, and it
is plain that if all sent their full choirs, there would not be roon

in The Temmle Choir gallery to hold so many singers. So it is suzgested
that those wishing to co-operate, scend but six to eight singers, each.
And also that there should be some attempt at a balance between the

hizh and the low voices. Do not send all soprano's or all dasses, bub
one or two of each voice. The Combined Choirs will be expected to lead
the hymn sinzing and to sing one Choir number, This will be Kremserls -
"A Prayer of Thanksziving" - Netherlands Folk Song, Schermer Zdition, This
is in unison, except for a line of harmony at the ending climax. Zach
group should bring their own copies, and it is sugzested that each group
have some one nerson to mive out and return its own music.

IMPORT.LIT —~ Short, but necessary rehearsal Wednesday evening before the
service at_7:45, Sinazers are asked to come in by the Ansel Road side door

of The Termle, and to 20 straizht down the hall to the chapel. 4s the
Tecmnle choir sings behind a screen at all times, no choir robes will be
necessary, and strecet clothee will be alrizht,

A reosresentative and balanced turn—-out of sinzers is hoped for,

A, R. Willard

Orzarist and Choir-master
The Temple




- Community Thanksaibing Serbice --

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1952, 8:00 O’'cLock P. M.

Organ Prelude

The Reading of the Thanksgiving Proclamation
of the President of the United States
The Rev. Walter F. MacGowan

The Call to Worship and Invocation  The Rev. Jesse L. Cavileer
Hymn 263 “God of Our Fathers Whose Almighty Hand”

Responsive Reading - Page 500 Union Hymnal
Rabbi Earl S. Stone

Anthem—A Prayer of Thanksgiving (Kremser) Combined Choirs
Reading from the Scripture, Psalm 16 The Rev. William H. Dudley
Prayer of Thanksgiving The Rev. John B. Olds
Thanksgiving Offering The Rev. Robert C. Newell
Offertory—“From Thee, O Lord” (Haydn) Trio

Address: “The Sources of America’s Greatness”
The Rev. Harry B. Taylor

Hymn 262 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

Benediction Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Organ Postlude

NOTES

Statement about the offering: The proceeds of the offering will be

shared by The Cleveland Community Chest and The National
Conference of Christians and Jews.

Committee of Laymen: Aaron Mercer, Church of the Covenant;
A. M. Luntz, The Temple; Clyde B. Aldridge, Wade Park Methodist
Church; John Howland, Unitarian Society of Cleveland; Charles
Auerbach, The Temple.

Organist and Choir Director: A. R. Willard, The Temple.

Sponsoring Institutions: Church of the Covenant, Church of the
Master, Euclid Avenue Christian Church, Euclid Avenue Congrega-
tional Church, Fidelity Baptist Church, The Temple, Unitarian
Society of Cleveland, Wade Park Methodist Church.
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I17 GIBBS STREET

Rochester 5, N. Y.

THE RABBU'S STUDY

July 3, 1953

Dear Colleague

Heinrich Schalit as you know is an outstanding composer of
Jewish religious musice His compositions arc being sung in
congregations throughout the country and are in the repertoire
of a number of reknowned concert soloists. Mr, Schalit conducted
tho musie at the recent CCAR sessions at Estes Park, and made a

profound impression.

when I talked with him at the Conforence, Mr. Schalit suggested
a plan in which I think you might be interested. He is prepared to
visit a few congregations for a Friday eeruice devoted largely to
Jewish music, with some special emphasis on Schalit's compositions,
He would arrive for example in your congregation on Wednesday
or Thursday, meet with your choir for rehearsals and then at the
service he would play the organ and conduct the choir if necessary.
He will be glad to advise your choir director about available
Jewish music.

Such a program could be arranged during Jewish Music Month or
earlier in the season if desired. Mr, Schalit's fee would be
$100 plus shared expenses, The latter would include his hotel
expenses while in your eity, and the railroad fare from the preceding
place where he will have performed, Considering Mr. Schalit's
international reknown, the beauty and meaning of the program he will
present, this strikes me as a modest arrangement indeed, Herbert
Friedman brought him to Milwaukeee especially for such a program which
deeply moved that community, I am enclosing Herbert's comments,

If you are interested in such a program, write directly tos
Heinrich Schalit

1067 Steoele Street

Denver, Colorado

With best wishes for a pleasant summer,

Cordially yours

£?€é>é;d}<;ifzkgﬁth s

Rabbi /Philip S, Bernstein




REMARKS MADE BY RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMdN
Teisple Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun
249 Bast Konwood Blvda.
Milwaukeo 11, Wisconein

Schalit came to our congregation in Milwaukee for a great concerti on
Friday evening, November 21, 1952. There was a huge congregation to greet
him and everyone had an air of expactancy. Schalit himsdlf came to the
pulpit to explain in a few words the background of the organ fantasy
"The Eternal Light" which he had written and dedicated to our congregation,

%he people caught the flavor of his personality and then waited while he
ascended to the organ loft to play this piece, The local morning mewspa.or
The Milwaukee Sentinel", had quite a review of the concert and offered ©!is
line about "The Eternal Light": "The fantasy is a lovely composition wlich
combines much delicacy with deep religious feeling."

Schalit played this same program at a Friday evening service at the Temrlns
in Danver a few months later, on February 20, 1953, and the Denver Post hai h 2
to say about the organ fantasyt "A work of more spiritual qualities than
descriptive notes in the program suggested, this meditative work reaches
a stirring climax, yet never loses its serenity."

In addition to the organ fantasy, the program at both the Milwaukee.
and Denver concerts included a rendition of Seven Sacred Songs which
Schalit had written, These songs were sung by various members of the choir
and the Cantor, with Schalit himself accompanying at the organ,

The Kedusha, which completed the program, was, in my judgment, the
most outstanding selection of the evening, It was moving, soul stirring,
exciting, and caught the flavor of the tremendous conecept of holiness
wich Isaiah was trying to express,

All in all, it was a tremendously valuable experience for the
entire congregation, for everyone realized that he was listening to
one of the great composers of the day and all had the feeling that Schalit's
music was destined to become most widely accepted in American synagogue
usage. Some found the music rather difficult to understand, but they
appreciated the fact that there was geniiine creativity based upon traditional
Jevish motif, The Sisterhood and the Men's Club, which had undertaken
the project jointly, were thrilled at the excellent reception and felt
that they had made a very valuable contribution to the cultural life of
the congregation and the community as a whole,




