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September 30, 1957 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

On October 23, 1957, an exhibition of paintings done by 
a group of artists residing in Ein Hod, Israel, will open at 
the Riverside Museum, 310 Riverside Drive, New York City. 

Ein Hod is a colony rebuilt by painters, sculptors and 
other artists, and is devoted entirely to the practice and 
teaching of the arts. It is the site of a Ceramics School 
which is now graduating craftsmen who, it is hoped, will cre­
ate a new industry in Israel. 

C<n1nsel 
.1bdito, 
T111stee 
Tr11stee 
Tr11stee 
Tnut,, 

Ein Hod has recently been. recogni zed by the U.S. Govern­
ment by the receipt of an allocation of American counterpart 
Funds. 

The paintings now being shown in the United States for 
the first time, are by a number of the leading painters of Is­
rael, headed by Marcel Yancu, the Chairman of Ein Hod, who will 
be present at the opening. The exhibition is being sponsored 
jointly by Bnai Zion and the Riverside Museum. 

May we ask you to join with us in this effort, and to 
serve as an Honorary Sponsor. This will, of course, entail no 
obligation on your part. 

Will you be good enough to sign and return the enclose ~ 
acceptance. 

nsr:elg 

,, Nathaniel S. Rothenber 
Nassi - Grandmaster 



October 2, 19S7 

• thaniel ~. otbenberg., 
es1-r--ndma11ter, 

Bnai Zion, 
_..,.,_,_._2.::::.2S eet 57th Street, 

ew York 19, York. 

• Rothenberg, 

I was in r ste in your e<XDDPmication announcing that an exhibition 
ot paintings by artiata of' in od, Israel will be held at the 
Riverside UN on ctober 23rd. I will, of cour e, be happy to 
serve•• an Hollorar;r Sponscr. 

I will apJreciate !£ ) ·ou 
will be held at the 1,..,,-
1 t 18. 

kn lon this xhibit 
b01r c ot an exhibit 

s yo proba y kn , e "'ve, t be T ple, a use, here e 
diapla7, frm to ti , loan exhibits. e v in our seUJD 
worka ot Yancu, 1,.uben and other I raeli artiata. f the exhibit 
is not too lar The le -• 11

• ail! be inte s d in pre nting 
it to the Clewland coamn·ity. 

1th all good isbee, 

cordial ur■, 

ABBA HILi.BL SIL\'Dl 



CAILE ADOIESS , 

ZIONISTS, N. Y. 

JN I U .L· 

I OA IEL FRI H . T, TEL-A IV 

Cab/~ Addrtu ; 70AOlJSE, TELA.VIV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET NEW YORK 16, N.Y. MURRAY HILL 3-9201 

Dr. Abba I illel Silver 
The T mple 
fast 1(5 StrP.et at Ansel Road 
ClPVP.land, ')hio 

Dar Dr. Silver: 

Y u had asked me to advise you concerning thP Ein Hod exhibition. 

I still can't give you a personal review, sincP t havPn't gotten to 
see it yet. fbwever, the attached criticism appPared in the Times 
of Thurs ay, ~tober 24. It is most favorable --which does not 
displease m, as it tends to confirm that my artistic judgment i not 
related to certain monumPntal lapses in evaluating The Artist ~r Artiste) 
As A fltman Being. foreov r, critical confirmation of thP skill of 
the painter of the "~arsaw Gh tto" in y:>ur .useum may alst> be of inter st 
to you. 

As for the general charact~r of thP. exhibition -- since it was T who 
a few years ago provided th initial impPtus here for thP Ein Hod 
project, I can feel free tor pPat the reservations I expressed then 
about a gr, up show involving all or nst of thP artists of the village .. 
Since only a few of them are first-ratP, a group ex ihi tion is hound to 
reflect that fact. I havP a fP.eling that this is still the case, and 
that the Times reviewer concentrated on the good ones and kindly with-
h Id an over-all appraisal. 

When and if I manage to g~t to th ex~ibit I'll drop you an thPr note. 

1 'f: ha 
ncl. 



• DAY, OCTOBER 24, 19:'7. 

Art: Painters' Village 
Work of Community 

in Israel Shown 

By DORE A HTON A celebrated Israeli painter, 
Marcel Janco, some time 

ago persuaded the Israeli Gov­
ernment to turn over an 
abandoned village in the Car­
mel hills to a group of artists. 
The result was the Ein Hod 
Artists' Village, a self-gov­
ernincr community of some 
eventy artists, many of whom 

are exhibiting paintings now 
at the Riverside Museum, 310 
Riverside Drive. 

The artist in thi. commu­
nity va1·y considerably in style, 
background and age, and it is 
probably thanks to Mr. Jan­
co's skillful guidance that 
these variations have been 
sustained. In spite of their 
daily contact, most of the Ein 
Hod artists have maintained 
personal approaches. They are 
illustrated in thi show by 
works ranging from classica 1 
cubism to outright experi­
mentalism. 

Michael Gross, for example, 
takes his pl:tce in an inter­
national movement , ·ith his 
i:,old compositions in few 
colors and greatly simplified 
forms. There are several e.·­
pressionists in the group, no­
tably Galya Tarmu-Pillin, 
whose painting recalls Jaw­
lensky, and Arie Fain, who 
offers moody landscape~. 

Several artist in the e. ·­
hibition are already known in 
the United States. They in­
clude Moshe Mokady, whose 
fine draftsmanship distin­
guishes hi ink drawings here; 
Zahara Schatz, and, of cour ·e, 
Ein Hod's distinguished 
Iayor, Mr. Janco, whose in­

terpretive landscapes have 
frequently bee: praised he/ 

~red Leslie is a confirmed 
exponent of a school of paint-

"Portrait of a. Girl,'' by 
Galya Tarmu-Pillin, at 
tho River ide Mu eum. 

to develop, painting concerned 
only with the heave and tur­
moil of paint on a canva 
sunace quickly pall . 

• 
Joseph Winter at the Ar­

tists' Gallery, :il Ll'xingtbn 
venue, i frankly concerned 

with neurosis. His p:1intings 
are rcpr"scntation of com­
mon symbols that haunt dis­
turbed minds. Thcr are, for 

·ample, several variations on 
the idea of death, the mo t 
compelling being a pale, 
bearded visage painted in 
thick, rh ·thmic stroke .. 

Other compositions are fur­
ni hed with spiral and 
doodles in bright colors that 
vividly recall the painting of 
mental patients; but, with the 
differencr that Winter is a 
di ciplined, apparently healthy 
artist who knows hgw to com-

AC 
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- Ja 
and 
i t 
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initi 
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shO\ 



..i. • A • L T .... TZ 
HANNA BU LOING 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

ov nber 6 , 1957 

ii2.ltl ...,il ver 
lv 

_hio 

.u • r cb .i. : 

~ am nclo~in pl c·rd c 
to _or ~o-·citation i r th 
scent 2o ·tal of ClEv 1 

o t n r o mE: at 
ur 

i (' r" T 
I 

I,,, 

j 
T• L n z • .i • 

... L : 1 



Hewrend verett R. lincby 
!l in tor rot. erhood 

43 est 57th treet 
ew York , ew ork 

o/ dear : 

t . c-ugh i • h 11 e to . th., t ... eet,i or U. 
, ortheri Ohio e onal Chapter ot t t ... onal Co11ren1nce 
of Chri tians n , 1d here on , ber )rd• 
a on ot th best tings or its kin - ell attend b;y 

perbape twice the n r of r o a been .. r . nt at 
previous tin • 

Rabbi Abba llel Silwr or The T ple in Cle land deli Nd 
an inapirin • P• •• did • John • illis, Pr # i ent of 
estem Reeerve niT reity and • uis ltzer, itor o~ 

'l'be Clenland Pres • 

u h your re t viei t • th u • 

Sincerely yo 

A. • LU1ft'Z 



• 
THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO RAILWAY COMPANY 

TEAM I NAL TOWER - CLEVE LANO I, OH 10 

CYRUS S. EATON 
CHAIIIMAII 0~ THE 90AIIO 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 12, 1957 

Warm thanks for your fine letter of the 11th. 

I am delighted to know that you share my views on the 

desirability of better understanding between nations of 

opposing philosophies. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

The Temple 
East 105th Street At Ansel Road 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 

CE:rmb 



OFFICE OF 

THE DI RECTOR 

MOUNT SINAI 

~a bi Abb Hi el s ·1ver 
The 'l1emole 
Ansel at 105th. rA t 
Cl eland 6 Ohio 

Dear Rahb . Silier: 

HOSPITAL 

1800 EAST ONE HUNDRED FIFTH STREET 

o~~ be 20 1957 

behalf of our Poar l of Trustees, . nt to th?.n. - o 1 

for havinry made avai able to the hospital the very beautif, 
,..,d • nspiri.n" menorah from The Temn e ; sewn. T•"e are o e­

sentl displa:,rin > it in the main lob'. o~ the hospital _.,.; th 
a placard that rel tes soJ'l".e o~ its interestj_n back ::,round. 

·'e are very a n~eciative o: yo·r thou htfulness in this 
matter . :itr. best ~nshes for ha~ny Chan kah, I remain 

IIBG/db 

.• E. .1 ss, Presi 'ent 
Board o T stees 



llr. Charle• Feinberg 
872 at, Bo.ton Bow.eftl'd 
Detl'oit 2• icbipn 

dear Prienla 

J&m11&17 17 • 19S8 

It wu a great, pleasure tor • to talk to y th1a 110rnlna• 

I - protountq gatetul to JOU tor your otter of certain it.• 
fNII your tine oollaction at .1e1r1ab NNIIC'Di•l object. u a loan 
aJdblt to The T9ap1e ----- It 1lill add amdl to what I aa alll'e 
w1ll. be an outatanding ubibition. 

Thi Bebalr lJn1on (:(,]Je111 11111•• aad t.ha --• of the Tbeologioal 
8ell1.nar;y in lew York are cooperating in neq 97 with u ud 
eclMd to 11bat • haw in ov own collection• the total aboulcl be 
wry illpNNiw. 

I - partinlarl7 grateflal to 'JOll tor JOV 811181 tian of aJdn1 
nailabla to u ... ot your ftllllble •nucript,a• pra,-r booa• 
Biminga, etc. One or two of your older Torah Point.en and O..r 
Celenlar and JliaDnill wollld be 11>at wlcaa. 

111th w.neat Ngarda anl all good wiabe•• I n•in 

IINt, cordially 'JOUN• 

JJISaal AIN BII.tBJ, SIJna 
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e Rabi : 

CHARLES E. FEINBERG 
972 W. BOSTON BOULEVARD 

DETROIT 2 • MICHIGAN 

V 

nm 
, k 

J.. 
I., 

the 



1fftleam vl/.m<aecai ~me,t 

~oaak f!lalle· 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

!fem,ltk J;JLael o/ ~ w«xl 

7.1 (}(} .Y'Clt,(Q<)oa f!Ao«leva"d 

.Y'Clt,~ $6', <t'a6j,1tma 

g>JMU ~ .9-72.ff 

Jan. 21, 1958 

I am preparing a booklet on ushering in 

the Temple . I would appreciate a word from you 

on the importance in which you hold it and the 

method in which ushering is ofrered in your con ­

gregation . 

May I thank you for your help in this matter . 

Vi 1K : sg 

Dr . Abba llel Silver 
The Temple 
1855 Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio . 

,os t cordially, 



Jam1«'7 23, 19S8 

• Charles • Feinberg 
872 est oston oulevard 

troit 2, ' .chi n 

d a.r Friendt 

Thank OU O ~hr,.. YO?" 1 tter 

In anarer t.o r question 1 plan n o exhibit on Sunday• 
February 23rd. e ould appreciate bavin all xhibi t t rial 
in our ha <is by the of t. . r c ne i n 01~er ,:r 
they may be arran d, card d nd re ;1.fl'Wl!!in. ~he . hibit will run 
through S a7, rch 23rd. 

e are plannin to publish a catalo ot this exhibit an 
appreciate a descript:f.ve lis ot t.he ... ,... ..·· • .... 1 ,J nd. 

7 I thank 7011 a in for your courtesy in this . tter an.4 tell 
you ~ much I appreciate 70ur kindness. 

i th w.raeet re ds, I remain 

Cordially your,, 

A aal ABB& BII.J.EI, SILVER 



(.., Oh" 

CHARLES E. FEINBERG 

872 W. BOSTON BOULEVARD 

DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 

Ii 



Fi bruary l)• 19S8 

1r. Charles E. einberg 
f72 est o~ton oulevard 

troit 2, Michigan 

dear 'r. Feinberg: 

So of our publici t of 'fhe 'e ple us dis lay on the adult 
ndnar i n complete. I thought you might be interested iD 

it. 

e haYe a beautiful collec·tion of om o ndred n.ne Sephardic 
art object ot tine quality &nd caliber. I know that youra will 
be a ost el addition to this display. 

It would be a great pleasure to 11s it yo,1 could either be wi\b 
ua at tba opening or attend one of our Friday night eetinga. 

W1tb all p>d wishes• I remain 

D.JSsel 
encl. 

oat cordiall "" yours• 

SILVl1l 



• Cyrus • aton 
Chairun ot the .... -·-d 

l'ebruar;y 2h, 19S8 

The Cheaapealat o bray C0111pat1y 
Terminal T01ter Building 
CleYeland 1, Ohio 

117 dear • tons 

I 111.•h to thank you n tor the oontrlbution which you •de to 
the panel diacuaaion of the Temple en•e Club last wec:maaday 
enn1ng. 

You •de a tremendou illpreaaion upcn rnryone pre nt. Your 
aODnd logic, 7fAlr worda of ripened w1ad and your broad toi.nnc. 
won the heart. of t.be audience. 

I 111.ah to thank yoo penonally tor the U.. and effort whl.ch you 
apent in cOld.ng to •• 

With waraeat regarde and all good w1•••• I remain 

Cordiall.7 youn• 

AR.'Stel .&BSA HILLEL SIIna 



THE CHESAPEAKE AND OH.IO RAILWAY COMPANY 

TERMINAL TOWER - CLEVELAND l , OHIO 

CYRUS S . EATON 
CMA.1911 ,.AN Or THt: ■OAftO 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

F eb ruary 2 6 , 195 

Your warm le tter of the 24th made me 

extremely happy. I was honored to participate 1n 

the Temple Men's Club panel discussion, and am 

delighted t o receive your treasured stamp of approval 

on my appearance. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver L - $ 
The Temple 'V 7 7 
East 105th Street At Ansel Road 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 

CE:rmb 



ARGO OIL GoRPORATI0 
14015 HAMILTON AVENUE 

DETROIT 3 , MICHIGAN 

OFF I CE OF THE PRES I DENT 

pril 1 , 1958 

-~abbi Danie l Jerem~ Silver 
The T mple 
~~ast 10.St 1 Street t Ans l oad 
Cl veland f, hio 

ear ahbi Silver : 

I 1 so pleased t :1.t the ex ; it was a ucc ss an<l 
t at m 1,10 e t i te, were en· oyed . 

Yo1 have no i eq ha 
cooperation in havi 
I realized it ·as an 
la y was so sweet in 
I s le., ested . 

muc h I pprecia te your 
the ite , re rn, to 100 . 

i pooition and 01r oun~ 
takina the tro,l le to do as 

re n ou are next in Detro · t, I -ro lrl litre to have 
-:rou see other items in collection "•lhich yo ay 

e a le to e on sore o-F-~. 

,, ~ :AK 

72 U. >OS ton Blvd. 
etroit 2, I· ichizan 

Ch rles r; . :r♦'einher 



CYRUS S. EATON 

CHAIRMAN Of THE BOARD 

'J:"lEI • <CIEDE lP'lE lE !ID <ID lilI II<ID 

TERMINAL TOWER • CLEVELAND l,OHIO 

July 21, 19 5 8 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

([l) P. w 

You will be interested in the enclosed report that 

Mr. James Muir prepared for publication after his recent 

visit to China. 

Mr. Muir is chief execu tive officer of The Royal 

Bank of Canada, the British Commonwealth's largest bank, 

with assets of $3,760,000,000. Mr. Muir also serves as a 

director of Canadian Pacific Railway, Metropolitan Life In­

surance Company of New York, and other influential business 

institutions. 

Mr. Muir writes of the n ew China from the view­

point of an objective and realistic businessman. His impres -

s ions deserve to be careful! y pondered b y American states -

men, editors, and business leaders. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Roa d 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 

CE: rjs 
Enclosure 

Sincere! y yours, 



... 

Impress ions of China 
by 

Mr . James Muir 
Chairman and President 
The Royal Bank of Canada 

This is an attempt to report information on life and conditions in China as 

I saw them on a short visit . It is not meant to prove or disprove anything . If anyone is 

interested enough to read it, I ask that he read it all through before drawing any conclu • 

sions -- and particularly I ask that he refrain from lifting any passage from context 

which, with an elaboration built thereon, might create quite a wrong impression of the 

whole . 

The first question you would probably ask is, "Why did you go to China, 

what was the purpose of your visit?" Quest of knowledge - - the desire to see how other 

people live and have their being -- the desire to see how business, and more particularly 

how banking operations , are conducted - - were the main urges that prompted me to go, 

plus of course a fairly healthy measure of natural curiosity 

I went of my own accord, at my own expense, and received invaluable 

physical assistance from Bank of China officials in arranging such things as accommo­

dations and travel facilities . From first to last their courtesy, assistance, kindness 

and general good humour under all circumstances were of infinite help. Their explana­

tions of their system were naturally of the highest interest, and they showed not the 

slightest reluctance to answer questions, and plied me with queries in return I have 

read that in visits to China one is put in the hands of 11lntourist", a Government Agency, 

which in effect leads one around by the nose . I was not under such auspices Actually, 

I saw but one ''Intourist" official and that was in Canton . In many respects I would com-



.. 
2 . 

pare 11Jntourist11
, as I saw glimpses of it functioning, as a sort of Chinese Thomas Cook 

& Son or American Express operating under Government auspices. 

The cost of living is unbelievably low, probably about 1/4 to 1/3 of ours 

1n many directions . In the main cities we had good and immaculately kept hotel ac -

commodation; laundry was done and returned the same day and looked less war worn 

than is the case on our continent; clothes pressing was often and prompt - - dry cleaning 

in a matter of hours 1n case of need . 

I was told rats have been exterminated so bubonic plague has gone. I 

saw one fly and one mosquito and no sparrows in the cities . National campaigns were 

organized to get rid of these pests, and I believe we re used as a test to see how suc­

cessful or otherwise the authorities could be in organizing the populace to singleness 

of effort. From their point of view the results must have been astonishingly gratifying . 

The growth in industry, the change in living standards, the moderniza­

tion of everything and anything, the feats of human effort and the colossal impact of 

human labour are not within our power to describe and still give a worthwhile picture 

of the scene . All I can say is that it must be seen to be believed. It's truly stupen ~ 

dous . The effect is almost to bewilder one when he sees what has been accomplished 

in less than 10 years but, if he is a thinking person, to appal him and dumbfound him 

when he realizes what had not been done in the previous 4000 years or even 100 years . 

There are 600,000, 000 people in the land - - the net population is increasing 20,000, 000 

per annum or 38 per minute. Take deaths into consideration, and births must be at 

something resembling machine gun speed and we were freely told there is already a 

labor shortage . Twenty-five per cent of the population of the world 1i ves in China and 

in a score of years or less it will be nearer half the world's population How one can 

fail to "recognize" this colossal scene is over my head 



3 . 

I shall give but one example, an exceptional one perhaps, of the inexorable 

effect of human effort in terms of human labour. I saw the new irrigation and flood con­

trol dam in the Ming Tombs Valley It was practically finished and had taken only 140 

days to complete . It is over 2000 feet long, about 9 5 feet high, 555 feet wide at the base 

and about 25 feet wide at the top . It has a concrete core, the upstream side is clay and 

the other is earth, gravel, and stone . 100,000 people were working in 3 shifts around 

the clock . All work was described as "voluntary" - certainly it was unpaid . About 

half of the work force was provided by the army, the rest by citizens from every walk 

of life who go and live and work at the site for days or weeks as circumstances, age, 

health, and physique permit . With little else than their bare hands, picks, and shovels, 

this colossal task has been accomplished I stood on high ground and looked down upon 

this vast human ant hill . I took photographs of the scene, a shift of 30,000 toiling peo­

ple, and hope when developed these pictures will have caught something of the atmos -

phere of the drama . 

The almost fanatical drive towards hygiene and physical culture by the 

people is a study in itself. At 10 A M and 4 P . M . all work must stop and physical 

exercise be indulged in • young and old, over and under weight alike. I saw few in the 

former category . Many people wear gauze masks as a protection against dirt and fumes . 

En route from Shanghai to Canton by air we stopped at an airstop for lunch . We were 

met at the plane by a girl wearing a white gauze mask, in white skirt and long white 

smock, spotless . She conducted us to the dining room and it was she who served our 

lunch Part of the table dishes was a porcelain spoon, resting upon a piece of paper . 

As I was about to pick up the spoon, she nudged my elbow, pointed to the paper and made 

motions to show I should first thoroughly rub the spoon with it . 



4. 

In many ways Peking is a beautiful city and in and around it are vast his -

torical buildings and relics. They have been maintained and repaired with the prepon -

derance of Chinese red paint and offer a startling and pleasing appearance . To mention 

just a few, the Imperial Palace within the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace , the Ming 

Tombs in the Ming Valley and, of course, the Great Wall itself, all go to fulfil a sight­

seer ' s and photographer ' s dream . 

I have been asked about the standard of living in China It's difficult to 

give an understandable answer because for vast millions there is not such a thing as we 

know it. Man, woman and child have not risen much beyond the beast-of-burden stage. 

The sights one sees of the stresses, the strains, the unbelievable extent to which a human 

frame can be abused , leave one almost physically ill. And yet the lot of these people is 

better than it was, and improving. For millions more one sees contentment, happiness, 

and one would believe more freedom from oppression and civil strife than their previous 

generations ha ve known . Corruption and graft we \vere told - and confirmed by people 

living outside the area - have disappeared . Petty theft is rare; one does not bother to 

lock his home. We did not bother to lock our hotel room doors . As an example of their 

apparently fanatical honesty, when leav ing the hotel in Canton I failed to pick up some $2 

or less in change . They followed me to the station and found me after I was seated on 

the train in order that they might deliver this change to me. 

It cannot be that the present way of life is pleasing to everyone; there 

are many refugees constantly arriving in Hong Kong, for example, but they can be but 

a flea-bite compared with the country's population of 600,000,000 people, and we should 

think they are mostly small farmers who are still individualistic enough to resist being 

brought into the co operative farm movement. Those in authority freely state that the 

aim is to add slowly and patiently, yet without interruption, to the standard of living, 



• 
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that to try too much too quickly would be fatal • lead to inflation and endanger their 

whole program. 

Unless the whole scene is a dream or one's senses of observation and 

appraisement are less than useless, then we think the vast majority of the people of 

China have a government they want, a government which is improving their lot, a 

government in which they have confidence, a government which stands no chance what­

ever of being supplanted. All this quite obviously indicates a political problem that will 

sear the very souls of some Western powers, and which at some stage is going to pose 

an overwhelming facesaving problem in more directions than one . It's difficult to be -

lieve that anything resembling war is desired in China if for no reason other than that 

such a development would have a disastrous effect upon the plans for improvement they 

a re trying to bring about . 

While in personal contacts we found individuals courteous ; friendly, 

goodnatured and prepared to go through a generous dose of goodnatured ribbing, they 

are as a people exceedingly sensitive and touchy at the slightest implication of lack of 

confidence in their business undertakings or at sharp or belittling criticism of them as 

a nation or at the thought that there is or ever can be a divided China . We would cau­

tion those businessmen and men in public life who would have dealings with China to 

bear the foregoing ever in mind. Only undesirable results can ensue and nothing what­

ever can we hope to gain by ignoring these sensitive areas in the Chinese characte;r . 

The so -called strategic list of prohibited exports adopted by some na -

tions has become in Chinese eyes almost ridiculous . So far as we can see (always with 

the exception of really strategic materials) about all that is happening so far as China 

is concerned is that annoyance is created, the goods are forthcoming from some other 

source, progress is not being seriously retarded, and ironically, a great long-run bene­

fit may be conferred upon the Chinese by forcing them to make things for themselves. 
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One highly placed person, not resident in China but thoroughly familiar 

with Chinese people, made the statement to me that the capacity of the Chinese to learn 

and perform is governed entirely by the teaching capacity of others who would undertake 

to instruct them . Their thirst for knowledge is now great, and a visit to the University 

of Peking shows a lot of eager and enthusiastic students. A similar attitude, we were 

told, prevails in other seats of learning As far as education of the masses is concerned, 

they have a long, long way to go . Steps are now afoot to change the Chinese characters 

to the Roman alphabet which is in general use in the Western world, and it is believed 

this will be a tremendous help in the educational process. There seem to be many pro­

fessors of political economy around - and many students. We twitted one professor 

with the gibe that no doubt he found Adam Smith and John Stuart Mill among his mentors . 

Laughingly he replied, "Well, their theories are not exactly popular with us at present. 11 

One innovation in economic organi zation has resulted from the liquidation 

of the Kuomintang . Businessmen who were "clean" or free from entanglement with this 

organization have been allowed to maintain their financial interest in the business and 

receive 5 per cent on their capital, even though the enterprise may be managed by 

state -appointed personnel. If the owner of the business is appointed manager he will, of 

course, receive the regular state salary for his type of managerial service plus the 5 

per cent return on his investment . Here we have joint private - state enterprise which 

should be of interest to all students of comparative economic organization . How long this 

hybrid will persist, one cannot say. But I understand that the private rights involved may 

be bequeathed or transferred; and, if this is true, the joint private -state type of enter -

prise may last for generations to come 

The all-important matter of Trade was constantly coming up, and listening 

to the Chinese side of the story and to the outside phase of it, none of which incidentally 
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came from traders, we are frankly a little confused. 

One thing is certain · - China needs a multitude of things and is most 

desirous of trading . It would be a waste of time for us to try to cover this field in a 

report of this kind. Any Canadian exporter who wants to trade with China and if he 

is conscious of his own interests and is farsighted enough to realize his responsibili -

ties to our Canadian economy • can readily obtain from our Department of Trade and 

Commerce in Ottawa a good idea of what is wanted. The Trade Commissioners of our 

Government who cover that area are fully conversant with the picture, and we feel we 

should assume they keep Ottawa headquarters fully advised . 

If we have anything to suggest here it is that our exporting fraternity 

shake themselves loose, get busy and visit China either individually or as a group, 

probably in the latter form initially, but keep at it It was galling to meet and to 

talk with the selling forces of other Western powe rs, not only obviously getting busi­

ness, but enthusiastic about it while our people seem to sit back and wait for a silver 

platter deal. Our exporters have got t o learn to develop resourcefulness and to take 

reasonable business risks . Outside China we heard a good deal about the Chinese im -

porting movement endeavouring to make one · sided deals, about their reneging on con -

tracts and so on; but we were unable to uncover a substantiated case Our people should 

make clear the deal they want, make it reasonable and orthodox, and have a full and 

complete understanding of the transaction before they start -- documented, if neces • 

sary, throughout. If they do this, deliver on time, and do not deviate from the terms, 

we should be inclined to believe they VtKJ n 't experience undue difficulties This oppor-

tunity, coupled with our need for export markets, should sould a clarion call to our 

Government to see to it that, if any Canadian enterprise should be induced by outside 
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influence to deviate from its responsibility to the Canadian worker and to the Canadian 

economy by declining legitimate and clean business, drastic and immediate steps be 

taken to discipline any such Canadian corporation. Canada needs export trade, and it 

should be sought after everywhere with no interest other than the welfare of Canada in­

volved. 

We had some interesting discussions relative to the new Chinese Con ­

stitution which provides for freedom of speech, right of assembly and freedom in the 

practice of religion . Freedom of speech, we believe, can be followed in the criticism 

of how things are being done in a material way, or of the people who are charged with 

the responsibility of doing them -- but the Chinese can't be "a gin the Government" as 

we know it. Anything savouring of sedition would meet with the inevitable treatment: 

so perhaps freedom of speech could in our view be largely confined to the "suggestion 

box" principle. In this highly :-estricted sense it might even be welcomed by the authori -

ties. 

Right of assembly xists in the sense that crowds can immediately as -

semble and listen to a speaker. We saw such crowds at street corners and at country 

crossroads. When we asked what the spouter was dispensing, it was always a harangue 

on the virtues of hygiene, on the desirability of continuing to swat flies and kill mos -

quitoes, or on some such subject. Theoretically, we suppose one could assemble a 

crowd and talk a bout anything - but for how long we don't know . The re is no Chinese 

"Hyde Park". 

Regarding the freedom to practise religion, there could be a need for 

this - not perhaps out of regard for religion but because there is a political problem due 

to the large number of moslem followers in addition to the Buddhists . I found Christian 
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churches of many denominations - I also visited a Buddhist temple . On Sunday morning 

in Peking we heard what sounded like church bells . At first we could not believe our 

ears. Persistently we went down a side street from which the sound was coming, and 

certainly it was the sound of church bells We found the church, a large Roman Catholic 

edifice, within a walled enclosure . The front court was full of children playing, the 

front doors were closed and again children playing and squatting in front of them, but we 

proceeded to a side door and found a church which could accommodate a very large con­

gregation. Mass was in progress; the church was not full but there was a large congre -

gation of people, devout to all appearances, young and old - male and female ~ very 

small children crawling in the aisles older ones moving around from pew to pew The 

clergy were all Chinese . We stayed for part of the service. There are other authorities 

more competent than I am to dis cuss this phase, but so far as I could find out all clergy 

must be Chinese and , if this is so, then perhaps "freedom" is more apparent than real. 

This is only an observation . Someone else, I am sure, can give a positive answer. 

Unquestionably there is some subtle difference in life between China and 

other nations of Marxian persuasion One feels no sense of domination, no depression, 

no lack of freedom in moving around and so on Perhaps it is inspired by the courtesy, 

good nature and natural politeness of the people . One goes shopping as he would in 

Montreal ·• big stores, little stores, all sorts of goods. Food is rationed on a seasonal 

basis, we were told . In hotels and restaurants there are no restrictions . One can go 

sightseeing, rubbernecking and camera using at will - but must get an export permit 

for his undeveloped film which was a rather perfunctory procedure . 

For those who have read so far no doubt a variety of impressions of life 

in China has been formed . Some may be favourable, even too much so, some sceptical 

and unbelieving . Both are wrong. 
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As I said at the beginning, one has to see what is going on with his own 

eyes before he can realize what the picture unfolds. Nobody can do so for him. China 

is a socialist state, a managed economy adhering to the teachings of Karl Marx with 

some modifications to meet Chinese reality. The State is supreme, man an instrument 

therefore he can't be really free. There is none of the "Comrade" technique, there is 

no pretense that all are equal; on the contrary "the working class 1 1
, 

11 the peasants 11
, are 

freely referred to. One is rewarded in the material sense according to his talents and 

his responsibilities; but the plunder, the privilege and corruption are said to be gone. 

One wonders what China would be like today if over the last 150 years it had moved 

along the lines of democratic progress instead of exploitation and corruption . The wind 

was sown, the whirlwind is being reaped. 

As mentioned earlier, 25% of the world's population live in China; maybe 

1n 20 years they will be one-half of the world. Their present rate of progress is beyond 

description - but they have, as we have said, a million miles to go before the masses 

have a semblance of a decent standard of living. They are moving fast, however . If 

one can picture a future nation of one billion people - skilled, educated, industrialized, 

and with a capacity for work that beggars description - the high cost economy of the \Vest 

is eventually in for re ision. We of the West want no part of the political and economic 

philosophy that governs such states - but I wonder if we had a similar experience as a 

people how we would feel about it? The answer seems to be clear. 

Regarding the so-called 11 recognition11 of China in the political sense, one 

just does not see how six hundred million people, which may be a billion before too long, 

can be given myopic treatment. I am no prophet - but a "bonnie Prince Charlie" from 

across the sea from Taipan seems more than unlikely. Just how face is to be saved there 

presents a staggering problem. There is every indication that the people of China as a 
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whole are satisfied with their Government . It seems to meet their needs and it seems to 

be conscious of a great job to be done to lift the standard of living and the general way of 

life of the masses out of the black hopelessness that has prevailed in the past 

I believe there is good and legitimate trade to be done Other Western peo 

ple are getting it . Canada will be negligent and unfair to herself if she does not get her 

share . She won't get it, however, without aggressive action 



• Cyrua s. ton 
Chairman ot the Board 

July 23, 19S8 

The Chesapeake and Ohio ailway Cm ny 
Terminal Tow r Bu.il ing 
Clneland 1, Ohio 

y dear • tons 

I wish to thank you tor your thou ttulne in sending a copy 
or .. ii-. Ja s r•a report on h:1 s recent Yi t to China. 

I read it with extreme interest and protlt. 

th warmest regards and all " od wishes tor a Pleasant summer, 
I remain 

oat cordially youra, 

AHSsal ABBA HILLEL SI Lvnt 



August 4, 19S8 

Kr. CJru• s. &ton 
Pugwaeh, NOft Scotia 
C&nada 

dear • FAtona 

I called your o.ttice today and I was told that yoi were in ova 
Scotia. I hope that you re njoying yom- ftcation there, al­
though the ••ther here 1n CleYeland baa also been wry pl•aant. 

I ehould heai tate to intrude upon your at bit tor the fact 'that 
the women's orp.n1ution ot The Temple baa n pres 1ng • to 
write to you and to OOl'lftY to you their invitation to address 
their body at the important opening meeting ot the • Year on 
Wednesday attemoon, January 14, 19S9. 

This will be their tirst open eting in the new Temple Audi tori.um 
which ia rapidly nearing oompletion and they wish to make thia 
opening meeting a distinguished one• 

I am peraonal.ly •ger to haw you••• our new Temple Annex which 
I bell.en will be a nry beautiful and useful one and not an un­
important acl:lition to the religious and cultural lite ot our 
oanmuni\7. 

It your eohedule will pel'llit you, it would giw ua all a great 
deal of pleaeure it you would accept the inri.tation of The T•pla 
tellowahip, and more eapecd.ally its wcmen-tolk, to addn•• tb1a 
11Nting on &Jl7 subject ot your choosing. trter you ay ia 
alwaya weighty and n,warding. 

With • r•at regards and all good Wishes, I remain 

Very cord1alq your., 

Amaal ABBA HIW£L SILVDl 



August 14, 19S8 

111.•s Betty Rayon 
Seonta17 to • Cyrus s. Faton 
The Che•peaa and Ohio Rai.lr '7 CClllp&n7 
Terminal Tower Bllilding 
Cleftland 1 1 Ohio 

Dear Ilia• Royon1 

Rabbi Silwr baa asked that I forward to ;you the enoloaed oopy 
ot • letter addreaeed to • Cyrus • ::aton at PU.gwaah on August 
4th. 

/al 
enol. 

Sincere~ yours, 

ea Sophia I.nine 
Secretary- to • 1 lnr 
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