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A Letter to Mr. Truman 

AJJress delivered by 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
at The T ,emple 

DECEMBER 17, 1950 • CLEVELAND, OHIO 



W ERE I I L ED TO WRITE LETTER TO PR ID -T TR - f 

at thi tim ~ h n I tt r-writin° m t he: b m a 
rather xplo i a o ation I '" uld d, ll n l\ m tt r : 

Fir t, th mann r in, hi h hi hol ric J t r-,Hiting and m ti nal 
outbur t of r nt month r affi ctino- hi , n t tu and th, t 
of th m ri an p pl in th , orld a tim , ·h n, t u hi , n 
word , ' we ar the l ad r of th fr w rid and th f th 

orld ar upon u ; and ondl , ab ut th impli ation f th 
national merg n , ·hich h ha pr ]aim d n t o mu h (. f r 
a the Am rican p opl ar on rn d, but a far a h him ,}f and 
hi admini tration are con rn d. E r citiz 1 i cc: II d up n t 
put a ide hi p r onal int re t for the good of our un lr, . \Yh t 
doe thi pell out for th Pr ident him If and for tho in who 
hand are the li and fortun of 150 million of m ri an itiz n ? 

The fir t matter, that of the l tter- ritin i th I rm nnp r-
tance b far, x ept a it ha re al d an o er- harg d and un n­
troll d pirit , hich ha gr atly troubled th m ri an p opl . Long 
ago amu I John on rot : "In a man I tt r h" ul li nak d. ' 
The oul expo din fr. Truman I tt r fr nt d t gi r 
little e id enc of that i dom and almn , hi h h Ii it d f th 
Am rican peopl in hi addr the oth r 
many American to ond r appr h n i I " h th r major d i ion 
of the Chi f E cuti in far mor ri u r Im f national and 
int rnational affair ar imil rl d t rmin db t mp r, piqu and 
r ntm nt, and ar lik , i m d in a h dlong and imp tuou 
fa hion. 

Everyone realize , I am ur , th t rribl train and burd ns 
of the office of th Pr id nt f th nit d tat , p ciall in th 
dreadful time . o one n i Mr. Truman th h a and ni h 
overwh ]ming re pon ibiliti whi h ar hi . Th Am ri an p ople 
is inclined to ov rlook an occa ional outbur t of irritabilit on the 
part of a gr atly hara d publi offi ial. Hm r, , h n thi 
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irritability app ar to b by wa of b coming chronic and expre ses 
it If in language which i not p rmis ibl n to a private citizen, 
th re i prop r cau f r di quiet and critici m. Th Pre id nt of the 

nit d tate , for a long a he hold that exalt d office-and it is 
th mo l xalted and illu triou office in th rorld-i n r a 
pri at itiz n. H n r an di o iat him If from hi office. 
\ bat r h ays or writ or do , ha to a gr at r or le er d gr e 
public ignifi an e and r p rcu ion . ,vhat a mu ic critic , rit 
about 1argaret, good or had, i oflittle importance, of little impor­
tance ind d, but what th Pr id nt of the nit d tate writ 
to a mu i riti or to an one I , and the mann r of hi writing 
can bring a n of ham and di may to the entire nation and mak 
th office of the Pr id nt of th nit d tate the laughing stock 
of the world. 

Th r i much ound oun I to be found in our Bible to which 
I hould lik to dra, th tt ntion of th Pr id nt. Th Bihl 
coun l m n not to giv ;va to gu t of ang r, t mp r and pa sion. 
If these admonition ar applicabl to ordinar citiz,ens, how much 
mor o ar the to m • n who occupy high po ition, who e every 
word i fr igbt d with con qu nc . Thus,, , e r ad in the Bible, 
"It i th di r tion of a man to be low to anger and it i his glory 
to pa o r a grievou wrong.,' 

On who was him elf a ruler of men, Kohel th, write in his 
book, "B not ha ,ty to get angry, for anger re t in the ho om of 
fools." Th wi e Hill I, likewise a leader of m n, frequently cau­
tioned hi fell ow men,, "Guard your temper." And the rabbis 
d clared, "The pe ch of the wi i always a clean and decent 
peech.'' 

,v ere I in lined to ;nit a I tt r to Mr. Truro an, I would in all 
good will and arn tn bring th matt r to hi att ntion and 
ugge t that he do not write letter -v h n h i angry, and that all 

of hi I tt r , like all of hi sp ch , hould be ch eked by a cond 
party b for th y are mail d, and abo all not to mak public 
tat m nt "off th uff.' Hi lat t ad lib about the u of the 

atomic bomb fell upon the v orld almo t with th d tructi e effect 
of an atomic bomb and nt Mini ter chumann hurr ing to London 
and Prime Mini ter Attl flying to\ a hington. 

Our Pr id nt o" e it to him lf and to our ountr in th e 
d p rat tim to a oid an thing that might cau unn c sary 
irritation and re entm nt among our p opl , or that might low r 
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the dignity of the high office which h ught and to whi h the 
citizens of the United tate l ct d him. ,vhat ha happ n d ha 
not b en good for the moral of our p opl and cann t r e a an 
in piring xampl for the emulation of our outh. 

I pa s on to th cond and mor riou mat L r about "hi h 
I hould lik to writ to Pre ident Truman. In hi , addr , to th 
countr the oth r ning h ummon d m ,ri an peopl to 
unit and ]f- a rific b cau of th gra dang ,r in \\ hi h our 
countr find i If. "Tho of u who nork in th ,Po <'rnm nt,' h 
stated, '\ ill d our b t, but th outc mr d p nd , a it hl , ah, 
d pend d, on th pirit and n r of our p . pl . ' 

In m humble judgm nt th r ha b n r lit tJ w r n~ \\ i th 
the pirit and n rg of th Am ri n p pl . Th did not fail 
either in unit or in th pirit of crific , ith r in th fir t " 'orld 
,var or in th cond \ orld \Var. \Vhat er, a ked of th m the 
performed, competently and patrioticall . Th ga e th ir on to 
the war, and their daughter - a man a th go rnm nt d -
manded. On th battlefi Id our fighting m n ga an ll nt 
account of them elves, and withdr w from no a rifi in lif or 
blood. Our shops, our mine , our mill r ad qu t I mann d. 
,vhatever taxes our government impo d upon our p opl th paid. 
Whatever re trictions and rationings w l'e impo d upon th m w r 
compli d with. Th re ne er wa and there i not no, an r a 01 

to doubt the lo alt , the patrioti m and he r adine to crifi 
on the part of the Am rican p opl in d f n of th ir 
their freedom. I doubt wheth r the proclamation of f 
national emergenc ~ as really r quir d to mak th Am rican 
people aware of how seriou the pr ent ituation i . 

The American people i not illit rate. Th y r ad th ir n \ -
paper , they listen to th ir radio, th knm "'hat i going on in 
Korea; they know what is going on in th Unit d ations. Th ir 
sons are even at this mom nt fighting and ome of them dying 
in Korea. 

But they, the American peopl , do not make our for ign ·policy. 
They did not send our armie unprepared into l orea. They were not 
consulted as to wheth r w should go into Korea. According to our 
Constitution, Congress, and Congr alon , ha the power to 
declare war and make peace. The Congress of th nit d tate was 
not consulted about sending our troops into Kor a. Presid nt 
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Truman alone decided this grave i sue by the simple device of 
calling this intervention not a war, but a police action. This police 
action has already cost our people 40,000 casualties. 

Our allies likewise were not consulted. In his speech last Friday 
evening, the President said that we must work with a ense of real 
partnership and common purpos with the other free nations who 
need our help as we need their . These partners were ignored when 
President Truman ordered our troops into Korea. The question 
• h a IS, W y. 

The nited Nations, too, were not consulted. It is the prime 
re ponsibilit of the United Nations, not of the United States, to 
resist aggression in the world. It was only afler President Truman 
launched our military effort in Korea that the United States asked 
for the approval of the United Nations. This is not the procedure 
outlined in the Charter of the United ations. 

\Vhy did not our governm nt wait for clear directives from the 
United ations in the matter of Korea? Why did not our govern­
ment a certain before we moved in who else was going along and 
to what extent and with how many troops? Wby did we not learn 
of the wide pread reluctance of the other free nations of the world 
to become involved in Korea, as was later evidenced by the rather 
slim and purely token participation on the part of only a few of these 
nations? Why did we not learn about this widespread reluctance 
before we committed ourselves to what has proved to be one of the 
mo t costly and disastrous enterprises in all the military history 
of the nited States? \Vhy? 

The strong suspicion entertained by many Americans that the 
Korean move was inspired by domestic political considerations 
connected with an approaching fall election has not been satis­
factorily resolved. The administration had for some time, prior to 
last June, been attacked and badgered, especially by the Republican 
opposition, with charges of Communist sympathies, with respon­
sibility for the victory of the Communi ts in China and the defeat 
of Chiang-Kai-Shek, and with widespread infiltration of Com­
munists in the State Department and other government depart­
ments. For weeks on end, before the Tydings Committee of the 
Senate, wild charges were made by irresponsible political gentry and 
by publicity seekers of the type of Senator McCarthy. The adminis­
tration found itself on the def en ive, with an important Congres-
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sional election approaching. Th inva ion of outh Kor a by th 
North Korean la t June oft r d at mpting pportunit to d mon­
strate to the countr that th admini tration wa all-out anti­
Communist, and that it ,va r ad to trik at ommuni m, h r r 
it raised its ugly head. It mu t ha b n a um d that th und r­
taking would be in th natur of a mall- al p li a ti n, that 
it would be brief and not too co tly, and th t th orth Kor c n 
would take to th ir h 1 a on a th a, th i an oldi r 
coming. Pr id nt Truman al o di pat h d th nt • t to 
patrol the trait of Formo a to to it th t th mmu-
nists did not take o er Formo a, th r b int r in not alon in 
Korea, where a clear ca of aggr ion ould b tabli in t 
the orth Koreans, but al o in th Chin i ii war, wh r th 
victorious Chine e regime had alr ad b n r ogniz d b Gr at 
Britain, India and oth r countrie . Along ith th int r ntion in 
China, we al o promis d to nd aid to th Fr n h in Indo-China 
where they w re fighting to pre r Fr n h imp rial i in 
that country. The admini tration r r d it form r lin nd p r­
mitt d itself to be swayed b dome ti political on id ration and 
to be intimidated by the ranting of x-C mmuni t , -i olationi t , 
pro-Fa cists, and crank of all kind , and man u r d it If and th 
American people into the di a trou Kor m adv nture. 

\Vas it the American people that fail d in ore ? \Vhy , a our 
military intelligence o faulty? Why did it undere timat o ata­
strophically the fighting numbers and the fighting quality of the 

orth Korean armie , to the point wh re w were almo t driv n 
into the sea at Pu an? And wh did th am thing happ n a ond 
time, and more di a trou ly, a our oldi r , r ad an ing o on­
fidently toward the Manchurian bord r, ha ing h n a ur d of an 
easy victory and the pro p ct of returning horn h Chri tm a ? 
Was our intelligence aware of th iz of th Chin armi 
Manchurian bord r -v aiting to trik at u ? If al ar , wh w re our 
men, who , r o a tly outnumh r d, ord red to mo on to th 
Manchurian bord r? If unawar , wh ar th militar command r 
who are responsible for this hocking hlund r continu d in th ir 
posts to this day? 

Did our State D partment know that China , ould nt r th 
war? If it did, what preparation did it make to me t it? Wh wa 
the American p ople lulled into a fal n of urity h in pir d 
spoke men who in o many word a ur d th m that China would 
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not fight? If our tate Departm nt did not knm whether China 
, ould nt r th war, , h did it tak th dan rou gamhl to 
mo our for b ond th 38th Parall I. \Vb did it choo to 
ignore th I ar d laration of th bin For ign ini t r and 
of hru of India, , ho , rn d th Am ri an p opl that if w 
ro d th 38th Parall I hina ~ould m into th war? \Vh did 

b 01 d th 38th Par II l \Vh ar w a kin for a a e 
fir no, h n th hin and orth or an armi ar ad an ing 
a ro th 38th Pare ll ,l~ \ h did w not a k for it , h n w had 
r a h d th 38th Parall I? \\h did w r j t th propo al of a 
n utral z n b tw n K r and 1an huria whi h ·a fa or d 
h our alli . 

Th • tak th th failur militar and 
p lili ot m ri an p opl , althou h th 

m ri an p pl , of our , ·ill in th final an I i , pa th ntir 
and f ilur of th go rum nt 

and of th admini trati n and of tho out id th o rnm nt and 
in th oppo ition part ~·ho pro ok d th o rnm nt to ha t 
a ti n, and of tho in o rnm nt , ho u umh d to th provoca­
tion , ho fondl h Ii v d that an a -going i tor again t th 

ommuni t in Korea .vould h a trong politi al apon in th ir 
hand again t the oppo itiou in an approachlng l ction. 

Th m rican p opl i no b ing ked to gi man mor 
billions of dollar to our militar tabli hm nt to build up th 

tr n th of our untr . Th Hou of R pr ntati ha 
ot d an additional 1,.. billion, 800 million dollar em rg nc 

hill. Thi will brin" our total d f n hudg t for th ar 
to almo t 42 billion dollar . I uppo that ondition h in , hat 
th ar , , ·ith th Pr id nt of th nit d tat , arning u that 
our horn , our nation all th thing w h Ii e in are in great 
danger, the appro al of u h militar p nditur is a for gone 
con lu ion, and no patrioti Am rican , ould wi h to tand in the 
wa . But th m rican p opl ha a right to a k, h w r c i ed 
o little in t rm of fighting a ti n for th many billion of 

dollar , hich th ga to th military tabli hment during the 
pa t f , ear . Th m rican p opl ha nev r h n niggardly with 
it arm d fore . \ hat h cam of th 50 thou and million dollar 
whi h wa g1 n to th armed for during the pa t four y ar ? 
, h wer w o unpr par din Jun , 1950? 
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Before the second \Vorld \Var, in 1939, w pent on our arm d 
forces a billion, four hundred million dollar . In the la t thr ar 
-peace year , mind you-, e p nt on th a rag of 13 billion 
dollars annuaHy. Y t ,ve w re unpr par d. 

The Pre ident said th oth r ning that on Jun 25th of thi 
year -v e had les than l½ million m n and w m n in our arm , 
navy and air fore . Thirte n billion dollar i a pow rful lot of 
money to p nd on uch a mall fighting for . In 1941 , ·b n our 
army and nav numb r d a miJlion and thr e-quart r m n, , e 
pent seven billion dollar . In 1950 ~ , r p nding lwi th t 

amount on a smaller arm and nav and ir for . I th unpr -
paredne of our armed for es so glaringl d mon tral d in the 
Korean affair due to the failur of the Am rican pcop1 to pro id 
adequately for them, or is it the failur of th m n at th top to g t 
a dollar' worth of d f ns for e ery dollar paid b th Am ri an 
taxpayer~ Have tho e who~ ork in the gov rnment realJ don th ir 
best, as the President promi es th y, ill do in the futur ? 

I cannot escape the fi eling that th glaring, tragic failur s 
have been at th top-lack of consistency, courage and tat man­
ship on the part of our political I • ad · r -, and blunder , l a t , and 
poor management on the part of our military command r and 
administrators. Theirs is the major re pon ibility for th plight in 
which the American people find its If today. 

There is always the tendency on the part of our political and 
military leaders, when their policies or their actions result in failur , 
to shift responsibility from their m n shoulders to tho of the 
American people. Somehow it is alwa the American p ople who 
are responsible for all that goes wrong. 

It is proper to alert the American p opl toda to the grav 
dangers in which they find themselve , a the Pre ident ha done, 
but more is needed to meet the dir em rgency-much more. In th 
first place, there must be self-examination at th top l el. A n 
of omniscience is not conducive to sound go ernm nt, nor is im­
patience and irritability with sugge tions and critici m, and narrow 
partisanship and a de ire to make political capital out of gra e 
international situations. 

There is in my judgment need for a r -examination of our entire 
foreign policy which has been going from had to wor r inc 
President Truman, on hi own re ponsibilit , announc d th · o­
called Truman Doctrine and pledged our country to r i t Commu-
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nism all over the world, a commitment on which we are simply not 
able to make good and one which our allies are unwilling to back up. 
A re-examination of our entire for ign policy is called for. It is no 
lo of fac for a gov rnment which has pursued a policy which has 
b en found anting or inadequate or dangerous to reconsider and 
r -examin and adopt a n , polic . It is far better to change to a 
ound r polic than to b unchanging in cata trophic wrong­

h ad dn . Finall , th r i ne d for a reorganization of our military 
tabli hm nt with an to gr at r economy and fficienc . 

\\ ithout I ad r hip a p ople p ri he . It i to I ad rship that , e 
mu t I ok for our al ation, a 1 ader hip which , ill match word 
, ith a ti n and , hich will treat th Am rican p ople a mature 
p opl , ho know the core. 

In hi addr th oth r ening th Pre ident announced four 
thing whi h th m rican p opl mu t do and will do in thi cri i . 
I am in p rf ct gr ment , ith all the four thing . Fir t, he said, 
, will ontinu to uphold and, if n ce ary, to defi nd with arm , 
th prin ipl of th nit d ation , the principl of fre dom and 
ju ti e. Fin I But plea e, 1 t the United IVaiions decide when the 
principl of fr dom and justice ar endang red, and what should 
be don about itf That i iis bu in . L t the d liberation and 
d ci ion nd actions be coll ctive- not unilateral! Let u not act 
fir t and th n g t th appro al of the nit d ation for our action . 
Th nit d ation ha a um d th r pon ibilit of k ping law 
and ord r in the world. Please, let u not have a private Truman 
Do trin of our own. L t us not do our own privat policing. L t us 
not jump into Formo a or Indo-China or Kor a or 1 ewh re--and 
th r are a hundr d pot ntial danger spot in th v orld-until the 

nited ation dir ct u , along , ith all oth r nations, to act. \Ve 
mu t a oid not onl aggr ion, hich, are not likely to indulge 
in, but aggre i ene as, ell. Let u trengthen the nited ation . 
L t u chann 1 whate er h Ip , can giv to the world through the 
Lnit d ation . L t u tr ngth n this international organization, 
, hich i th ol hop of a table world to come. 

econdly, the Pre ident aid he would continue to work with 
th oth r nation to tr ngthen our combined defenses. Excellent! 
But let u be practical about it! Let u make sure how far the other 
nation ar prepar d to go along, and how much they are prepared 
to pa out of th ir m n r ource to strengthen their own defenses. 
Of cour , th y , ill permit us to h Ip finance their military estab-
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li hm nts, but they may not b willing lo u th m ry tim w 
think they hould. L t u not drain our wn r our too far to 
equip oth r nation militaril . L t u think fir t nd f r mo t and 
alway of our own deC n . Again, in our c g rn to organiz the 
world against the o i t nion and lin up th fr nati n of th 
world again t Communi ti di tat r hip, I t u n t und rmin ur 
moral po ition in th world b all ing our 1 , ilh Franco and 
Fasci t and Tito and azi in Eur p and r a ti nari in ia. 
It makes the Voic of Am rica ound h llm in th f th , • rid. 
In the long run that will undo r thing th t ~ ar tr ing to do. 

The Pr sid nt urg d u f urth r to build up ur arm n and 
air force and to mak mor w ap n f r our I and our aJli . 
By all m an , l t u build up to full tr nglh, but I t u not bank­
rupt our elve by trying to arm half th world again t th oth r 
half. Our r source are not limitl . Our o rnm n t i air ad 257 
billion dollar ind ht. It i th hop of th o i t ni n that w will 
d stroy our el through bankrupt and ink our militar tr ngth 
into th great rbonian bog of A ia. 

The Pre id nt finally urged that , e pand our onom and 
keep it on an en keel. othing i more important than that. 'V e 
must guard against inflation through gr at r produ lion, high r 
taxe and through price and wage ontrol. In thi onn tion, an 
Am rican has the right to a k ;vhy th Pr id nt of th nit d 

tates did not use up till now th power whi h w r cl arl hi to 
control price and wages, and wh h p rmitt d our ountry to 
move into the dangerous inflation piral in which ;v alread find 
ourselves. 

These are om of th thin about whi h I hould lik to writ 
to Mr. Truman. I hould al o like to draw hi att ntion to ome 
words which h himself utter d th oth r e nin , and ugg t that 
in tho , ord , li th right dir ction of tate man hip in th dir 
day . He said, "Th re is no confli t b tw n th I gitimat int r t 
of the fr e world and tho of th o i t nion that annot b 
s ttled by p ac ful m an , and w wi1l ontinu to tak r 
honorable tep w can to avoid g n ral war." Thi i quit dift r nt 
from the dogmati m, th ranting and th war-mong ring of o 
many oth r , which ar o frequ ntl h ard th da . 

Stalin, too, ha d clar d more than on that the ommuni t 
world and th capitali t world ould Ii id b id in on , orld. 
Truman doe not tru t talin. talin do not tru t Truman. H n 
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the impasse. But it is clear that only in the direction of courageous 
and continuou xploration of v ry a nue for reaching und r­
standings, if only piec -meal, only in the dir ction of n gotiation, 
earne tly ought and w lcom d, li the hop of the world. gotia­
tion is not app a ement. L t not th American p ople b p r uad d 
into clo ing th ir mind at the ound of the ~ord app a m nt. 
It i today a tabu d vi e to paralyze thought and wis diplomatic 
action. Th r hould b urg nt and continuous ploration of e ry 
opportunit for coming to an und r tanding with th o iet, a 
nation, hi h, cannot d f at in, ar any more than it can d £ at u . 

Our d £ at in Kor a i not a f tal d C at. Bataan and Dunkirk 
did not d t rmin the outcom of the cond \ orld , ar. V ar a 
strong and po't rful nation. \V can b com strong rand n mor 
powerful. \Ve are faced with mo t gra e and menacing problem , and 
while w hould do all that is practical and n ces ary to build up 
our military tr ngth, we hould b ar in mind alway that the basi 
solution lies not on th battlefi ld. It will have to be found at th 
cont r n table. 

Our appeal to our national l ad rship in \V ashington, which we 
make in all good will, for wear aU invol din on common de tiny, 
i to be courag ous and unafraid, not to be swayed b parti an 
political considerations and not to allow it elf to be stampeded by 
war-mongers, fanatics and cranks, and b tho e who would push u 
into war for reasons which have nothing to do with love of country. 
There ar those in our countr ho do not want an under tanding 
with Rus ia. There ar tho e even in high government po ts who 
are ardentl ad ocating a pre enti e war with Ru ia. Th re ar 
tho e who will try to abotage any pos ibility of agreem nt. Th 
are our real n mi . \Vhen our Pre id nt will gi e the American 
peopl th kind of lead r hip th y n ed and era e for, the Am rican 
p ople , ill back him up 100 per c nt. The Am rican p ople ha e 
ah ay rallied to the d f n of their country wh ne er it found 
it If hall ng d and ndang r d . 
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Rabbi A.H. S lver 
An°el Ro9d Teap2..e 
C2..eve2..'"'nr:, 0:110 

December l?, :!.0 SO 

I neard t th in~ere.t rour E rre s of Sun 
Dece□ er 2.. t_1, en t2..ed "A Let er To Pres c1.e'1t Trun n". m,1e 
'rno·vledce t: at t 1e President of t·1e U _ tsc Stn4-e 'l . t'1n of 
u,1co'1t~o2..2..ed enot ons _s d _ctur½ nf r'1c _scu ct n , to s , .:/ t'1e 
, C .... J • i • ; t' . B .... .... , _ __, o 1.,. o 01e ._fe reea ,,_ .!.1 . ou ... n r __ s. . u u vO ro on n 
~'1at t .:.s t1e 2..e2rers o:' t>.e p o_,:.e, ot : e :_; -0::1:. 0 ~ .e...,...,e_ves 

.10 :,_2ve fr 12..cd ~S 1ot eYF cJ·lv correct. T'1e eo"12..e • o:' t:1_r­
countr r l--ne \ hF.t t.1e./ re:1e voti 1[" for hen t.1ey re-elect ed 
.. r. run r1. He prorisec1.. t:1e. everyt· ·:-ir• .:.:1clu n ron ,...e t: et 
11 B..:!.2.. t·12.s and aven too" 1roulcl. :iot coct t: en n ,thin• in o.1e , 
:v::ir0.s·1_:J or .... _ve . • , tr· to ne-:>cre e the :.ea er of t ... e 
peo )2..e :'ror:i t e nso~)le ~:1r,:1selves? Do • ou r8nt to nE::e t' 
lea 1 ers of t:1e :_1eon~e rcR"1e ro;-t :'or ne entire nation? 

You snoke ebnut eitt_nr don Pt a conference 
t2ble 11th Russia 8nd t 1-- n e so2..ution out of the conference. 

·_.1. t is there to tPlk eb0ut? Sph res of influence? I 01. to 
ivide t 1e v orld into a Cor.: unistic ... Plf 2!1d a Free at on h2lf? 

If not, w_at else is there to co~fer uoon? , ou_dn 1 t 1 he fr 
.. ore cour geous to te2.2.. l.e co"Jle, not th t 1. e crn et el one: 

i th Connunist Russia, but t,1c t it i8 a question of survival, 
eit:1er CoMnunist RusPia, or F ee A eric~. 

Che:uv in 1s11 i 
Patriotisn is one, "- y Country, 
You nay say t_et it is rood t . Pt 
other better enot on?l inf2..uence 
t1ere en en~ty void in the ... eart 

rone, Jin oism is None, 
rirlt or ,ronr", in is rone. 
t~ey .re rone, but has .n 
ta~en t:e r ry~ace? Or, is 
of the A er cPn neoryle ? ... ... 

l1 r--- t is t ere le:'t in the sn r tu 2. 2.ife of ... 
the ryeo J2.e of t' is rreEt n"t_on to ~u- e t e. n t 1e future, to 
preve 11 t t' e. fron ,:-0 nr; t e 1- P of E2..2. ot 1er n2tion .-?: o 
, rors:tii ped am on? 

er trul ~·ou r ... 

~~I!~~ 
Zoltrn Roserian 

2 Erot :!.52.. S • 
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Rabbi Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th and Ansel Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 2, 1951 

It 1s several years since I have seen you, but I read with great 

interest your statement published in the Cleveland Press when I 

was there on the 19th and 2oth of last month. More power to you. 

Lawrence Meyerson says that he would like your advice on the last 

meeting of the Men's Club which he wants to make 

so that I am sending a copy of my letter to him. 

CHG:f'w 
Encls. 
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CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN 

I 1209 EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND 6, OHIO 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 2, 1951 

I have just read the copy of 
A Letter to Mr . Truman. Please accept my 
congratulations on an address splendidly 
conceived and executed. I only hope it comes to 
the attention of Mr . Truman, as it should, and 
that he heeds the sound advice contained therein. 

Please accept my very good wishes 
for the ew Year. 

HBT/JBH 

Rabbi Abba Hiller Silver, D.D. 
The Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Sincerely yours , 

~:~ 



BARUCH BRAUNSTEIN , PH. 0. , RABBI 

~eform Cl!ongregntion ~etlt ~srntl 
906 PACIFIC AVENUE 

ATLANTIC CITY , N . J . 

c!lU'"lry 4, 1951 

r . Abb2 illel Silver 
Tle Tern:p e 
10_:'th. treet & 
Cle el" d, o·:1.0 

se Rond 

Der Do tor Silver: 

I u t to t • e tl i~ o :9ortuni t;y of e~~te1 d.i.n.,. to 

ou deen and rm tele"'·r C..) on t e 

occ sion of, Int llption. You ,il receive ore fo "'l 

c o ·le ~,nent, but I c 0 n.'1.o .:. t· ol e feel 

• • 1e I ,:, • .L. . 
\-lr11,l. you, .rou it be possible for 

your Li br~rJ to send r,e cou.. of ,_.o :- sermon, 11A et tor to 

Ar. II 

I r~ e noted i th rept eel of int rest t e 

grouth of "\T') 
< 

. 'emple i,;u em .. 'l. '·.-nere 0 .~ou quire t_ e 

nificent th · n ·s t1 ~t :-to h :ve recently ~ 'decl e.nd ·' 0 nicks 

the 01t f .. 0 ? 

Glad s joins me in ·! 'IIl -oo ·is e. to ;~ou d 

ir ·:.ni . We hope bot:~ of ·ou d .. ~o 1r son ,:,re in ood 

, er> th r d ti at t. e ~r till brin_ :ou bu.nd nt h~uui-

nes . 
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Jawary ll• l 

Dr. Daruoh Bl'aunatein 
Congregation h Israel 
906 Paci.fie nae 
'Um tie City• l Jer887 

'lbank you far your letter o-t Jan.J.817 4th. t that you • 
bad a haPPT installation in )'"Ollr new post. r aaparate covar 
I had a copy 0£ tter to r. 'l'rman• ____ ........ , ed to you. 

As Ear as our 11,2.:u .. ~lliw • conoerDBd• coutact th doa.1-ara 
in the ~ast. tch r~· auction Q of J • s ritual objoota 

ch are oocas.i.o ~ announced by "',.,......,,......,:; • d are in contact 
nth the c atoi·a both or the Jewish Theolocical Sam1nar7 and of 
tbl at:w union College -...-lllB• ·10 guide in acquiaition 
of Wie objects. • are ateedi:1~ build~ up an ~ve and 
WrJ" nrpruentative, albeit mode8t collaction of Jmrim ritual ob­
ject.• and Jewish noorded JllWdD here at T T la. our people 
ha e taken to it ry etttm18'•..t.1ca~ • 

t.b all good shes to you am Gl&dya• an in hope or aaeing 
you both aoon• I ranain 

t cord:lal~ yo tra • 

ABBI. l!ILI.EL S E 
'Saer 







RICHARD SCHUCKMAN 

5530 NETHERLAND AVENUE 

RIVERDALE 63, NEW YORK 

b ba ri J . e 1 ,... • 1 v 
e ple 

Cl ~vel "' , 1-,j 

Dea _ ,abbi ~i lve. , 

m u q y 1 , 1951 

L ,c,-"' od 1 r e i c n cit. z en R.nd as a, mn b 
' ivPrd~le Mem_lP in re 1 or , mar con 

• ou on exce ts f yop• a ticle wh ~c I 
t e . ... ,. • ·unday "C ~pass" . 

f 

•i you 1 ')
_., 
'.) . I e yo to ri ve 

rides ead read; n 
ue d oi n 0 everyt1 n g 
and te ible wold 
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TRIANGLE 5-7300 .iupx-tntt Qfourt ttf llrt .i>htlt .af )rtur f .ttdt 

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

BOROUGH HALL 

MEIER STEINBRINK 
OFFICIAL REFEREE BROOKLYN 2 , N . Y. 

Lr. Abba Hillel i~ver 
Telli1le on th heights 
~leveland 6, Ohio 

I. ar Lr. Silver: 

a.nu o ry 1!1, 
l~j51 

'I'ha.c .. k. you so ucr: for the copy of "P Letter to 

iur . .i.rurric=.n" I read every ~ord of it and find 

ruy elf in hearty a ccord with it. 

It is curious tt.ctt I never find rr.yself in dis­

agreewEnt vith anything th t you say an do. 

That's why I res ;ect you ruore highly . 

Tnanks ever so lliuch for having sent this to me, 

and I am taking the liberty of passing it around. 

~ith all good wishes, 

~your, 

"tfv;._/j,1J 

~ 



_, ...... -
AMERICAN UNIT ARIAN ASSOCIATION 

CHRISTIANISME SOCIAL ( de Paris) 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, o. 

Dear Doctor Silver, 

DR. PIERRE VAN PAASSEN, MINISTER 

19 East 75 th Street 

New York 21, N. Y. 

Janu .ry 16,1951 

Permit me to thank J OU for the article 
--a reprint of an address you elivered before your 
congregation- - which appeared in The Compass here 
1° t S1-mday. 1':o other word of any other leader on 
the subject of our present national policy has so 
profoundly stirred me and,I am sure,tens of thousands 
of others, as h as your penetrating and simple anal sis . 
In this case simplicita.s was undeniably sigillum veri . 
The beauty of it "las that your 1ords , obviously., ·1elled 
up f rom a deep conviction and from a ve ry brave be art 
bri nr; over vii th love for erica. You have given 
many of us neVJ ray of hope , and, as the saying goes , 
"a shot in the arm" to intensify our efforts in the 
cause of peace and reason in internc;.tional affairs . 
I am very grateful to ou. 

1ith ~inc wishes and my respects to 
.~r s . Silver, 

Yours sincerely, 



January 17 1951 

Hon. Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland 
Ohio 

y Dear Babbi: 

It 1s with a great deal of gratitude that I rite to say thank 
you for your most magnificent contribution to the cause of peace. 

I refer to your recent address to your congregation, in nich 
you ask certain specific "whys" in regard to our Foreign Policy, 
amd offer concrete suggestions to be followed by the administration. 

Today there is a great need in Americn and the rest of the viorld 
as ell, for men of vision, and for men of courage to state the 
truth; of the former, there are many; of the latter, far to re . 
When a man speaks out for human dignity and peace as you did, in 
the face of an hysterical madnes that seeks to make the .ord 
"peace" offen~ive, bla phemous and downright dangerous, then I 
believe that ~11 men no desire eace are thankful. 

I live in the Coney Island Brighton area where 80% of the 63,000 
people are Jewish, making this on of the l~rg st Jev·i h 
communities in the ~orld. Tody th great majority of thes people 
are silent 1th regard to the plan to h~ve their sons mnrch along 
side nazi murderers in a holy crusade against communism. 

I am the chairman of the American Labor Party in this CArea. v:e 
h ve dedicated ourselve to ard ~orking for ,e~ce ~long th lines 
indicted in your speech. 

·e feel that the peoj>le of our community 1,irould \'elcome the 
opportunity to greet and supJort you. Your ~resence at a meeting 
in our area ,,111 orovide the le&dershio and insniration e s ntial 
to the success of your orog am. We are extremeiy uixious to di cus 
the possibility of your coming to our are& in the iI!l!llediate future. 
I sincerely hope that I may have the pleasure of greeting you. 

Very truly yours 

I 
~ 

I aul Rude 
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lNSTIT TE FOR MEDI AL RESEARCH 

CEDAR oF LEBA o Ho PJTAL 

4751 FOUNTAIN AVENUE 

Lo GELES 27, (ALIFOR i IA 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

NORMANDY 2-9111 

January 18, 1951 

I have just rend Hith ereat interest :·our article 
entitled "J .i lea ror 11. People's Policy" v, ich ,,as published 
in "'lne Compass", on Jan"t.Aary ll~, 1951, and I am writ nc to 
con ratulate you upon the writinJ of this tiMely and coura eous 
plea. Those of us who, like yourself, lrive children thqt arc 
now ready for cannon fod'er feel t~e effect of recent world 
eve!"'.ts and \'torld trends more t .nn tl osc ·.1hose only cost for 
past Rnd future ventures of our nilitarJ orcanization ·vill be 
a few paltry dollars . ~ oy who are not faced with the pro­
bability of losinc a son, or of Getting one back who is either 
paralyzed or crippled in soMe other fashion, cannot bo 0 in to 
understand the real meantng of your plea. I write to you as 
a frien and admirer of many years to ur 0 e you please to write 
many more art cles of this kind and to publish them, not only 
in "Cor.ipass", but, if possible, in every newspaper and ma azine 
the country over . It may seem like crying in the rilderness , 
it is true, because of the commitments that have already been 
made by us, and because of the almost uncontrolled hysteric 1 
attitude about the impossibility of settling matters in any other 
way than by sheddinB blood, but I honestly beljeve that a voice 
like yours, heard often and everyv,here, must eventually prove effec­
tive. You are one of the few to whom both sides in government 
and society are likely to listen . You are certainly one of the 
few whom all the people will trust and follow. It is not yet 
too late, I hope , to settle our differences with those whose 
way of life we do not like, or desire, but who should be per-
mitted to live in their way, provided tney do not try to impose 
their way upon us . Please, Rabbi S lver, continue to speak 
out and to wr te on this mportant subject . You will - you 
must - be heard . 

·c continue to miss our dear friends in Cleveland 
very much . trs . Goldblatt has never learned to like Los ngeles 
and, indeed, I must say that she detests it, but s ... 10 is doing 



INSTITUTE FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH 

C E DA RS OF LEBANO HOSPI TAL 
4 751 FOUNTA I N A V EN U E 

Los ANGELES 27, CALIFORNIA 
NOR M AN DY 2· 9 111 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver- 2 January 18 , 1951 

her best to stick it out for the period of my commitment . I 
have an excellent Institute in which to work , and all is well 
on that scor e , but , of course , my wife ' s unhapp i ness about 
having to l i ve in this city does not help to make me very 
happy . My ol der boy , avid , is finishing college , this year , 
and my younger boy , Peter , is finishing Senior High School . 
He will be eightee:i in June , just ready , if those who are 
forcing the issue will have thei r way , to be pushed into the 
Army i nstead of being perLiitted to get a college education. 
Your boys , as I remember them , are of about the same age as 
mine , so they are probably in the srune relative positions 
with regard to thei r future . I hope most sincerely that it 
is still time to save them from destruction and to spare them 
for the life which t ... ey desire to live and well deserve . 

If you ever come to Los Angeles , please be sur e to 
get in touch wit~ me . '//ith warr.iest regards t o Mrs . Silver 
and you and bes t wishes to you and yours for the Hew Year , 

Cordially , 

HG: M 



CA■LI: ADDRESS "CELCOMB " N E W YORK Tl:Ll:PHONI: WAT~IN• ••7272 

H. GOODMAN & SONS 
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Makers of (,()CJ Products 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

200 VARICK STREET 

NEWYORK 14, N.Y. 
January 18, 1951 

I have been so preoccupied lately with business affairs and business 
problems due to the international situation that I have had no time to 
aclmo-wledge receipt of the copy of your recent address entitled "A Letter 
To Mr. Truman" . However, I do not want to leave same permanently 
unacknowledged, and am therefore taking away a few moments of my time 
just for this purpose. 

For the longest time I have been disturbed by the sickening picture of 
our so-c3lled Jewish leaders crowding each other to get themselves 
featured in the public press in the mah yophith act of presenting to 
the Poritz in Washington a replica of our holy scroll or some plaque 
with hypocritical words of praise. Aside from the intellectual dishonesty 
involved in such acts, it also sho s a reckless lack of foresight in 
putting all our eggs in one basket and in totally disregarding the large 
sector of the American people represented in the opposition, which opposition, 
according to all indications, is destined to take over in the near future. 

It was therefore refreshing to me to find at least one Jewish leader 
who has the courage of his convictions and is willing to speak out boldly 
in accordance with the dictates of his patriotic duty. 

In saying this I do not want to imply that I am in thorough agreement 
with everything you said in your address. This is really of no importance. 
But I do hope that many persons have, like myself, written to you in 
this vein expressing their appreciation purely on the basis of courage 
and intellectual integrity. 

Mollie and I have been in New York now for quite a long time, so wear 
quite happy to take off for Miami Friday morning this week for a stay 
over there of about two or three weeks. I do hope to see you upon my 
return to New York. 

With kindest regards to you and Virginia from Mollie and myself , 

Sincerely, 

Abrah 

AG/ebh 
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A. L. KROHN, RABBI 

( 

'rEMPLE BE'rH 1SKA2C. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Rd. & E. 105th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

10th AVENUE AT FLOWER 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

TELEPHONE 5-1311 

January 19, 1951 

I noticed in the recent issue of the Temple 
bulletin that a copy of an address by you 
titled 'A Letter to I:r. Truman" is avail­
able. I should appreciate it very much if 
you would ask the office to send me a copy. 

At the present time I am substitut n for 
our colleague, R~bbl A.L. Krohn, who is 111. 
I look forward to issues of the Temple 
bulletin. It is a good feeling to read the 
news of my old Alma Mater . 

My warmest regards and best wishes to you, 
rs. Silver, and the boys. 

VMK 
bf 

Fondly, 

-4/dkv,,..1~ 
RABB I • • KRA ,IBR 
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Janiar.Y 19, 51 

Dr. P1enw Van Pas n 
19 East. 7St.h :--.~~ 

York 211 

ar • van RU:seena 

I ntceiwd yoo.r gracio a note of 16th am I wry pl.~-u 
at, your react.ion to the ad a hi recentq on 
the attit or our otnMr1~ to the pr1■ent 
critical _ntermtio ,.,._.._,nr iiO blumering-
~ aggra ted. I ve heard .,,._,,_ • Evi.dently 
t l°e ia & deep dis -- UDll&JJr;)1J't"'8111ta ~ WUl .. ftP aeo-
tiona of our ople 

I at that you 11. It is to a time 
nae I h 'V9 n you• and I hope t t t t 11 not 

long bo t rntd. 

th wnrt1est regards• I reaain 

t cordi~ 

ABBA HIL vm 
aer 
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• Abe Aaronson 
227 ~lar Street 
~iladelpbia- Pa. 

ar r • Aaroll80nt 

Jawary 23, l9Sl. 

Rabbi Silver ie at naent out or the city, and I , there­
tore , ta1d. t liberty of acknowledging your kind letter 
or Jama17 18th. In order to e<mt:.· the cost or printing• 
there is a charge of .2S per copy fer the reprint oE Rabbi 
Silwr• s ael"IIIOn. e flbal 1 be g to mnd you as ·ID&IV u 
you wish as eoon as re hear tram you ~--n• 

Sincerely ours• 

. cretary to bi . l r 



EMANUEL KLINE 
1980 W SPARKS STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 41, PA. 

.ev . Abba illel ilver 
The Pmple 
Cleve R.nd, hio 

Dear Reverend Si v0 r: 

Jan ary 25 , 1951 

l . ead the extract of your speech in th i e,., 
'Tork aily Compass eo-arding he illy attit de 
of our fed ral ~overnment as re Ads the Ghinese 
and Korean situ~tion . 

I agree heR tily with your cont~ntions And sen 
11 CO)Y of ye 11.,.. soe ,ch to Reve end : ,.. ell . . b 
who is thP chie~ Rabi in 01r TeLiole, mplp 
Frranu- el in Phila~elJhia . I en a Zion· t 
for many Ye rs; in fact , before J z;:d died. I 
naturally h 0 ve bP n fol o•n_nCY ., our ver'T fin 
·10. ~ thnt vou hav~ accomplished f0r our Zionist 

r ,aniz tlon . To rond~r you h?VP b~~n dubbPd 
the silver ton~ue orator . > 

I heart' ly a~.,..CP with yoJ.r re, ar1-:: , Rnd I 1 hat 
we ou~ht to see China , as th most OJ lous c~ 1nt~ 
in the ,,1orld , to F.\ seat in the United Jations . 
'11,urthermori::., ,e ou ht 1n get th8 heck out of li'orrno a . 
It does not belong t~ and by ,,,hat right can e , 
a demo r.ti count y ,.,.._ -0ize another co ntry ' s lAncl., 
without r'ri· e or r ason . ,ondPr the rhin se 
are ertnrbed , and nerturbed is out ting it .1ildly . 
Jlrnt '.rould WP do if an}r o<ly tread on o t c0rn s 

are doing to rhina . 0 coirse I a not a 
c mmunist , but I 1 a lib al citiv:)n , and I noticed 
from th rnss that you are a Reµubljc~n . 

Kee-, u o ~ Pood 1.rork , nd I am ,a that -::>rime -
.. inistP.r Nehru of India ho is a Soci list as 
demand d j U8t con sir er tion of r,hina ' ri..,ht to 
be h ard . --
lith 11 ood lish s . 



Dr. Harry l<io tt 
Im '1.tute ur • • c 1 ua11U111~h 
47!>1 rountain ,•-""~ ...... 
1>JS 11{,'EJle 27, C illornia 

tt, 

Thank o t~. 
very uch ~..... ur . ac 
Jiverad o llcy o 

I ve 
countr-J~ 

t.here i ad <'Pini 
cour O or 0 
i us abyss 
to speak non ~ this 
Temple. 

It 1~ a long ti1 nee you left Cl~ 
fol.lolled your o k th the btenest o ; 
I h~ th t ths will crooa 
Angeles or h • in Cle'V9lanl . 

t re • to you and 
to David and ter, I raa1n 

I 
• I 

people 
that 

nst a 
dri ... 

t t 

• ~ courae, 
d --~ tio • 
ther in 8 

Tdth all 

ost oo all¥ yours, 

aer 



January 25, 1951 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I he.c heard a great eal about your presentatio of the 
Korean ~ituation, and was mot gratified to find that 
the articl had en printed in a e York new paper, 
thu affordilJ.€ m~ an o portuni ty to read 1 t. I beli ve 
tnat your sp ech is one of the important contributions 
of our present p riod. 

I ender 1~ it is av ilable in pamphle 1 orm. If o, I 
would ap reciate receivin& about a dozen copie s~ that 
I could s~nd it to peo le I think merit haviog it brout; t 
to their attenti n. One of the people with whom I spok 
recently who was deeply impressed ~1th it 1. Stri fellow 
tarr. Director oft Foundation for World Government. 
H is gciDE; to visit Israel in the course of a trip he 
i makin&, and ,11 be here for three e ks durill6 
February. He, too, ie concerned 1th the problems ou 
diacuseed, and ha• recentl~ writ en a pamphlet hich I 
am enclosin&. I think you mq find it interesting. 

~. 13e.rr mentioned the fact th thew ld be in Cleveland 
on or about ~,ay 10th and would like to eet /OU at that 
t me. 

Wi t.u. ·•arme t regard • 

Dr. A.H. 11 ver 
The Templ 
Ansel Road 
Cl vel· • Ohio 

Sincerel • 

"N s of I ra l - Dir ct from I ra l" 
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• DaVid 
Israel Speak8 

2SO st S7th s 
l8lf York 19• 

dear Fri • 

JaJJllU')" 29, 1951 

• 

Thank you tor your tter o~ J,cu™:a.r.Y I --·- request-ed 
tt. oftice to forward to you CIOlml COa.A.L.tsa or •A Letter to 

• -•"" wtdch pleased to knolr NOeiwd such 
.tawrable omi119nt 1n ~ part,a ot t countr.,. 

Thank you for semi me the P8Jlll)hl.tlt of n...-which I 
shall rud 1th a t 1 ~ pro1'1t, I _.,.__ Pleaae 
aak } to come 1n to n he viai. ts Cl lam. 

th all good 

st cord1all1' , 

1IS1er 

P.S. In order to ~ the cost ~ print.1ng• the 1a a 
char&e ot .2s per copy tor the print.a. 
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Bgrl A. Whitneg 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver , 
The Temple ., 
Ansel Road and E. 105th St . , 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

My dear F.abbi: 

1229 MANOR PARK AVENUE 

LAKEWOOD, OHIO 

~71 

January 29, 1951. 

It was my great privilege to hear a portion of your inspiring 
sermon of yesterday, over the radio . 

In the name of peace and all humanity , I would ur~e you to see 
to it that the United States Department of State is furnished with a manu­
script of your sermon. If one is available , I would be delishted to have a 
copy also . 

Last Friday night , I heard the Honorable Francis Russell , of the 
Department of State, speak on the subject "The People And The Government -­
The Government And The People. 11 !r . Russell gave us to understand that his 
Department welcomed the views of the people . .ihen he also made the assertion 
that the great and good tr ehru rega r ded both Russian communism and American 
capitalism as tvw equal evils, I .g-ot the feeling that the State Departr1 ent 
may need a messa~e such as your sermon of yesterday . I cannot believe that 
Nehru has anything in his heart but a burning desire for peace and, to say the 
least, it is discoura f;ing to find him standing in poor grace with some power­
ful interests in our country . ·de are fast approaching the sta~e in this 
country where the spirit of McCarthyism (Senator i.:cGarthy of 1.lisconsin) is 
reigning supreme , even to the extent of destroying the meaning of the EnJ lish 
langua~e . For instance , the word 11 appeasement 11 no longer means what it once 
meant . Appeasement now seems to mean the willingness of anyone to a ree to 
anything with which an opponent aisai;rees. The words 11 isolationist 11 and 
"80.mmunist" have de nerated into a mere label to he pinned upon those who 
disa gree with you. 

'.fith men, women and children dying in Korea, the Voice of America 
could think of no greater issue l ast week than the grades Stalin' s son received 
in school several years ago. The smear technique is gradually destroying our 
moral standards and certainly the Voice of America is not representing the 
voices of America when it indulges in such smear tactics 

Recently in a private group discussion , I made the point that 
whether it be in labor-management relations or in foreign affairs , it is not 
morally ri ght or just for one party to attempt to dictate who shall represent 
another party . y bringing up the question, I learned that several of those 
present favored the admission of Red China to the United Nations: that they 
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abbi Abba Hillel Silver. January 29 1951. 

felt Red Jhina co do us far more harm outside the than in it. ith all 
respects to the Union League Club, e must not attempt to make such a club out 
of the illf. ~hy do we insist on drivin~ all of China into Russia's arms by 
upholdin the bloody, shameful hand of hiang rai-shek? 

.fter all of or ri tful condemnation of Russia for u~in the veto 
and ~alkin • out of tne I ; 4-r .. c...r~ ·.re t ., ...,e ho now say we st ould \Ja ou he 
UN if ve do not 5et our 1ay on Red China. .lnere is there he spirit o emocracy 
in that . If, after many times alking around the United l ations, e now alk out 
of the United ~ations, reat and good America Nill again ave to assume responsi­
bility for destroyin the only machinery there is for the peaceful settle et of 
·o_ c. disputes. ·e must make these truths vocal, at least, s vocal as those O: 

by admitting the inevitability of war: are doID all they c n to make th ir 
damnably inhuman prediction core true. That is 'lhy I am truly ateful or , our 
sermon of yesterday. 

Our representatives shoul 4 kno1J that those ho fo low Senator 
cCarthy' s approach to 1· fe are by far the most vocal. Thou h they may constitute 

only one ercent of the people, their effect, in the hi h councils of overnment , 
appears to be as reat as though they constituted a persuasive major·ty. nd so 
it seems to me that it is our triotic ttmerican ty to beco e more vocal in our 
opposition to the J., c rthyism th t n • fests itself even in places Jhere, I m 
confident, the spirit of .. c Jarthyism is detested as much as you or I detest it. 

Recently, I heard quite a heated private ·scussion on universal 
military trainin and on ~ar. lady in the roup ·was very vehement in her 
denunciation of anyone who opposed militarism in this country or ho opposed 
universal military service. he believed in the inevitability of ar~ hers ,as the 
kind of talk that would make Jar inevitable. nen someone voiced a protest a ainst 
draftin ei hteen-year-olds, this lady a ain became vehement and declared her 
husband had served in for le. Ha ' II, he should not serve in this war and therefore. 
they should take the ei hteen-year-olds . This made me realize ho~ much easier it 
must be to favor ,1ar when. at the same time, one has in mind. th· t somebody else 
ill do the fj hting and dyin . If I were as stro for war as this young lady was 

I would et into a uniform in the quickest possible way . 

I .mi ht state that I am not one to make criticism of persons without 
~ivin them, at least, the benefit of their knowing it . I am, therefore sending 
a copy of this letter to the onorable Francis Russell, whom it was my rood 
pleasure to meet on the occasion of his visit to levelan • last week . 

:ith my ver best 1ishes, I am 

Sincerely 

C. to: 
onorable Fr ncis .ussell . 
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i ... lel ~ilver: 

A I list ned to •ro ·r t ermon 
o cnndy~ etho htoccur dtom 
tha it ,. ould h ve been so hi hly 

or priate or .10 o have ur ed wrld 
overnment and law t il the rrcsent 
reat void in t tes an<Jh' J. I am t kinP' 
he liberty of nc osin ere i h co 

of m testimon•r l "ore he S b-Co m.t ee 
of e ate Jo unittee o r i Rela ions, 
on r'e}:I uarv 17. 1950. which mi ht e of . 
so oss'ble in erest to you. if in our 
very usv life ·ou could ind t· e o 

1 nee a., it. 

·rl . :t"litney 
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"li America is to be crippled 
every generation by a mur­
derous war then those who 
strive within the limits of reason 
and political philosophy, to off­
set such a scourge by the 
advocacy of a sound moral and 
geo-politic cure are but mani­
festing the noblest aspirations 
of a patriot." 

From the impressive sermon 
favoring World Federation by 
the late Most Reverend lames 
A. Griffin D.D., Catholic Bishop 
of Springfield in Illinois. 
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TESTIMONY OF 
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BEFORE 

SUB - COMMITTEE OF SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

IN FAVOR OF A 

WORLD FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, 

February 17, 1950. 

My name is Byrl A. Whitney. I am the 
director of the Educational and Research Bureau 
of the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, with 
offices at 1528 Standard Building, Cleveland 
13, Ohio. The Brotherhood of Railroad Train­
men has members in the United States and 
Canada, and represents conductors, brakemen, 
baggagemen, flagmen, yard conductors, yard 
brakemen, switchtenders, car retarder opera­
tors, yardmasters, dining car stewards and 
inter-city bus operators. I have been asked by 
Mr. W. P. Kennedy, President of the Brother­
hood, to appear before you and present this 
testimony in support of Senate Concurrent Reso­
olution 56. 

At the outset, let me state that the subject 
we are dealing with today is not a passing 
fancy or fad, nor is it a new proposition. Four 
hundred years before Christ, Socrates was 
thinking in terms of world government when 
he said: "When you are asked your country, 
never reply, 'I am an Athenian,' or 'I am a 
Corinthian'-but 'I am a citizen of the world.'" 
I should also point out that a system of govern­
ment and law in the relationships between men 
is the earliest form of stable, social organization. 
The civilized world has existed to this day 
without government at the international level, 
but, on the testimony of the world's most 
eminent scientists, mankind is now confronted 
with a serious threat to continued existence on 
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this planet. For almost thirty years, I have 
firmly believed that world federal government 
is the only feasible and realistic solution to the 
problem of maintaining world peace and 
stability. 

I want to emphasize that when I speak of 
world government, I mean a government of 
laws which reach down to the individual 
and commands him to obey what the collec­
tive wisdom of organized society, expressed 
through its tribunals of legislative, executive 
and judicial departments, have found to be 
necessary to the common good. In fact, these 
are the basic essentials of government. Let 
me also emphasize that we are not talking 
about a government that would regulate the 
price of eggs on Main Street, America, but 
rather a world federal government with limited 
powers, but with power adequate to maintain 
peace. 

In considering any proposition, it is always 
wise to consider the alternatives, those which 
have been tried and succeeded or failed, and 
those which have never been tried. Frankly, 
I know of no practical alternatives to world 
government which have not been tried, but I 
know of many which have been tried and 
failed. I wish to address you on the latter. 
In general there are three types, (1) efforts to 
maintain peace by alliances, treaties or cove­
nants between the high contracting parties, (2) 
leagues of sovereign states and (3) force. The 
civilized history of mankind gives us many 
examples of the failure of all three of these 
methods. In fact these methods have been so 
notorious in their failure that war rather than 
peace has been the normal order of human 
existence. In 4,000 years of recorded history 
there have been only 268 years of total peace. 

Treaties and Covenants Have Failed. 

In a UNITED PRESS dispatch dated at Tokyo, 
January 25, 1950, General Douglas MacArthur 
is represented as being of the firm belief that 
war must be outlawed, so great is the threat 
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' I to mankind of a third world war. One wonders 
where the General was in 1928, when war 
was outlawed by treaty, the Kellogg-Briand 
Pact. That Pact, signed by the major powers 
of the world, solemnly declared that war as an 
instrument of national policy should be forever 
outlawed. Not being supported by anything 
more than the agreement of the contracting 
parties, it failed, as have all such treaties. Even 
those treaties which are calculated to "hu­
manize" war, and I suggest that such a project 
is self-contradictory, have been successful only 
because of the fear that if the prohibited 
practices of war were indulged in by one side 
the other side might do likewise. I should loath 
to live in a community where the only protec­
tion to my person and property was the feeling, 
in myself and among my neighbors, that the 
only restraint to assault upon me or my property 
is the fear that I might make an equal or worse 
assault on someone else or his property. 

Alliances Have Failed. 

Unequivocal as the text of a pact or an alli­
ance between nations may be, the fact remains 
that each signatory retains its sovereign power 
to interpret the terms of the pact in accordance 
with its own interests. This is inherent in the 
nature of such pacts. Let me point out with 
emphasis that it evidences the great distinction 
between such methods of keeping the peace 
and a federated union under a written 
constitution. 

Your colleague, the Honorable Estes Kefauver 
of Tennessee, well stated the basic short-com­
ings of alliances when he said: 

"It encourages the adversary to hope that 
he can contrive to split the allies apart, and 
it makes each ally continually fear that he 
will be left in the lurch by the others just 
when he is most in need of aid." 
In 1789, Alexander Hamilton, in No. 15 of 

the Federalist, pointed out the basic weakness 
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and futility of alliances as a means of keeping 
the peace. He stated: 

". . . . triple and quadruple alliances were 
formed; but they were scarcely formed before 
they were broken, giving an instructive but 
afflicting lesson to mankind how little depen­
dence is to be placed on treaties which have 
no other sanction than the obligations of good 
faith." 

I need not further elaborate the point that 
peace and world stability by treaty covenant 
or alliance have failed during the thousands of 
years of recorded history. 

Leagues of Sovereign States Have Failed. 

We come now to the concept of leagues of 
sovereign states. The most recent example 
is the United Nations and preceding it was the 
League of Nations. Certainly, in view of World 
War II, no one will claim that the League of 
Nations prevented war. As to the United 
Nations, it has accomplished as much good as 
any league of sovereign states can accomplish. 
Let me say here and now that, in my support 
of world government, I do not conceive that I am 
in any respect opposing the United Nations. On 
the contrary, I strongly support it, to the extent 
that I hope it may be strengthened and given 
the powers of government and law which will 
enable it more effectively to achieve its high 
purposes. 

Force Has Failed. 

The third general device that has been used 
in the past is force, supported by gigantic mili­
tary expenditures. Force seeks to utilize the 
dynamics of fear to keep the peace. One need 
not be a psychologist to know that a man living 
in fear does not have peace in his heart. Rather 
he has a feeling of desperation and never will 
he achieve peaceful existence until he elim­
inates that which he fears, to which elimination 
he dedicates his life and his energies. The 
force concept of maintaining peace has as one 
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of its most ugly phases what is now called the 
"cold war." Cold wars can never be a long­
run successful device for obtaining or main­
taining stable, peaceful and constructive human 
relationships. Cold wars produce cold sweats 
and hot tempers that are generated when large 
groups of human beings are motivated by fear 
and feel insecure. These uncontrollable pas­
sions sooner or later consume those who have 
them. Need I give a more impressive example 
than Adolph Hitler, who created the most fear­
some and the most gigantic military machine 
that, up to his time, was ever known? But it 
brought him neither peace nor stability. 

Napoleon has persuasively testified to the 
failure of force as a means of keeping the peace 
and providing a stable and constructive order 
of human relationships. After drenching with 
blood the soil on which the Almighty intended 
that men should live in peace, Na poleon sor­
rowfully lamented: 

"Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and 
myself, founded empires. But on what did 
we rest our creations of our genius? ... Upon 
force! Christ alone founded His empire upon 
love; and, at this hour, millions of men would 
die for Him." 

If history has proven anything, it has proven 
that treaties, covenants, military alliances, 
leagues of nation states and force have con­
tinually failed to keep the peace. In view of 
the lessons of history one wonders if we shall 
continue in the spirit of the truth expressed by 
Disraeli, when he said: 

"A practical man is a man who practices the 
errors of his forefathers." 

Government and Law Have Proved 
Successful. 

We do have examples, on a smaller scale, 
in history to support the general proposition of 
world government. It really should not be 
necessary to argue with civilized people that 
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government under law that reaches down to 
the individual and commands him to obey is 

necessary and desirable. The entire history 
of organized society testifies to the success of 

government and law that reach down to the 

individual. It seems strange that that which 
has succeeded on the national level has not 

been earlier tried on the world level. 

Blackstone taught us that the end of all laws 
is to make it easier for people to be good and 
more difficult for them to be evil. But in order 
for laws to accomplish such purposes, they 
must be made effective against individuals and 
not against nation-states. A law which is 
enforceable only against a nation-state can be 
enforced only by war. This fact encourages 
international gangsters, such as Hitler and 
Mussolini, to carry on their depredations by 
force of the state which they head, with a feel­
ing of complete irresponsibility because there 
is no law to which they, as chiefs of state, are 
answerable. It is true that the Nuremberg 
Trials represented an effort to establish an ex 
post facto judicial procedure by which the 
accountability of individuals was sought and, 
in a measure, was achieved. It is difficult for 
me to understand how anyone could support 
the principle of the Nuremberg Trials and not 
accept and support the principle of world gov­
ernment. Certainly there is justification for 
criticism of ex post facto procedure, and we who 
believe in world government would establish 
the legislative, executive and judicial tribunals 
now, and not wait until international gangsters 
again break loose and then resort to ex post 
factor procedure to obtain belated and inade­
quade justice after the carnage of war. 

Our Federal Union An Example. 

A study of the history of our own great 
Federal Union is an inspiration to anyone seek­
ing a peaceful, stable, progressive way of life. 
We should never forget that the basic principles 
by which we were made a strong federal union, 
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were many times in great peril in our Consti­
tutional Convention because of the fears of the 
colonists which are quite like the fears of those 
today who criticize world federal government. 
The principle of keeping the federated govern­
ment weak and ineffective by giving it no 
power to enforce its own laws, by requiring 
every federal enforcement to be accomplished 
only by state action against the citizens of the 
respective individual states, almost became a 
part of our federal Constitution. I need not 
argue the proposition that had our federal 
government been left to the mercy of the several 
states for the enforcement of its laws and de­
crees, we would not be the great and powerful 
nation we are today with close to two centuries 
of existence with but one civil war in the entire 
history of our Union. 

If one makes a study of the conditions pre­
vailing at the time our Constitution was formed, 
the impression is obtained that antagonisms, 
animosities and suspicions were at least as 
prevalent among the several colonies as they 
are today on the world level. Some states were 
free and others permitted slavery, a diversion 
of views that probably stirred deeper emotions 
than the prevailing controversy between free 
enterprise and socialist economies. Each of 
the thirteen states had its own currency, its own 
treasury and most of the states then were 
bankrupt, their currencies worthless and their 
trade reduced to barter. Depression was rife. 

The Dean of Gloucester, Josiah Tucker, 
reflected gloomily on the outlook of 1786 when 
he wrote in England that it was "one of the 
idlest and most visionary notions that ever was 
conceived even by writers of romance," to 
assume that America could rise "under one 
head, whether republican or monarchical." He 
declared that "The mutual antipathies and 
clashing interests of the Americans, their dif­
ferences of government" proved that they had 
"no common interest." He concluded that 
America was doomed to be "a disunited people, 
till the end of time, suspicious and distrustful 
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of each other, they will be divided and sub­
divided into little commonwealths or princi­
palities, according to natural boundaries, by 
great bays of the sea, and by vast rivers, lakes, 
and ridges of mountains." 

The Dean of Gloucester clearly described 
what America would have been had it not 
been for the courage of our forefathers in 
establishing a positive federated union with 
delegated powers to the federal government 
and reserved powers to the people, imple­
mented in a written constitution to which almost 
two centuries of peaceful existence attest to 
its excellence as a means of governing the 
interrelationships of man. Had the Articles of 
Confederation, a mere alliance, continued, no 
doubt today each state would continue to have 
its own army, currency and tariff barriers and 
citizens of one state might have open season 
turned upon them if they entered into another 
state as was the case in the pre-federal days 
of the separate nation-states of our Union. 

I recall reading only a year or so ago where, 
I believe it was the Governor of Connecticut, 
wired the Governor of Rhode Island, and told 
him that Connecticut had just repealed a law 
of colonial times, which provided that any 
resident of Rhode Island found in Connecticut 
would be shot on sight. The Governor of 
Connecticut told the Governor of Rhode Island, 
now that this colonial law had been repealed, 
it would be safe for him and the citizens of his 
State to come into Connecticut. We can laugh 
at these things now, but if our forefathers had 
not had the courage to give us a federal form 
of government we would not be the laughing, 
light-hearted and free people we are today. 

With Carl Van Doren, we might well realize 
that: 

"History is now choosing the Founding 
Fathers of the world federation. The man 
who could be one of that group, and does 
not seek to be, has lost the noblest oppor­
tunity of his lifetime." 
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Without Government, Atomic Energy 
Threatens Disaster. 

The atomic bomb is a most fearsome weapon, 
but it appears now that it may be succeeded 
by the hydrogen bomb. The testimony of all 
the eminent scientists of the world have sol­
emnly warned us that science has now 
developed the means to destroy all animal and 
vegetable life on this planet. With such fear­
some testimony before us, we must not, as 
Disraeli said, continue to "practice the errors" 
of the past. 

Fearsome as atomic bombs are, they are 
manufactured in but a few of the 48 states 
of this Union. Those states in which the atomic 
bomb is not manufactured, are not concerned 
because atomic bomb plants are located in 
their sister states in our federal union. Why? 
Certainly the answer is obvious. We are 
protected by a federated system of govern­
ment, with laws that reach down to the 
individual. We are safe although we live in 
states where there is no atomic bomb manu­
facturing. However, when it was learned that 
these bombs were being manufactured in a 
state not a part of our federated Union, we then 
became justifiably gravely concerned. I submit 
that were it not for our federated Union, the 
people of my State of Ohio would probably be 
as fearful of the State of Tennessee, location 
of an atomic bomb plant, as it is of Russia with 
its atomic bomb plant. That is in the nature of 
things. When social groups of equal sov­
ereignty come into contact. in the absence of 
law and government that reaches over those 
groups and down among the people in the 
groups, conflict is always potential and peri­
odically inevitable. These basic truths, gentle­
men of this Committee, are the things that 
are involved in the subject we are here 
considering. 
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Hatred and Suspicion of Foreigners 
Condemned. 

Someone has said that the only trouble with 
the world today is that it has too many foreign­
ers in it. If for no other reason than selfishness, 
I have never liked to encourage the concept 
of suspicion and hatred of foreigners, for I 
know that with respect to all the world, except 
as one of a mere 150 million out of over 2 
billion people in the world, I, as an American, 
am a foreigner and I do not like to encourage 
hatred toward myself. I believe that Socrates, 
in urging people to think of themselves as 
citizens of the world, may have had this thought 
in mind. 

All People Hate War, Love Freedom. 
It is easy for us to feel, particularly we Ameri­

cans who have so long enjoyed a heritage of 
freedom, that we, more than any other people, 
want peace and freedom. I believe that the 
masses of the people the world over love peace 
and yearn for freedom. You may ask why I, 
as a representative of labor, appear before you. 
Let me emphasize that it has been well said 
that revolution has never been caused by men 
in overalls. Working people of all nations 
take pride in the products of their toil. They 
loathe war which destroys not only human 
lives but also those things which the workers 
produce and which make for more comfortable 
human existence. 

H it were left to the workers of the various 
nations of the world to decide the issues of 
peace and war there would be no war. It has 
always been discouraging to me that good 
people on the community level can become 
deeply concerned with a slum clearance project 
or the building of a public librmy or school, or 
hospital, but they are too often inclined to feel 
that it is not of their concern to take an interest 
in deciding the principles and policies that 
might determine whether the works of their 
hands and brains be wiped out in one fleeting 
moment. 
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Democracy Needed In Foreign Affairs. 

One of the finest things that could come from 
a world federal government would be the 
taking of the destiny of mankind from the hands 
and control of the diplomats, admirals and 
generals, and placing it in the hands and 
control of the people. We have had many 
wars in history because the people have never 
had an effective voice in the foreign relation 
policies that determine the issues of war and 
peace. Democratic as our great country is, 
there is too little democracy in the formulation 
of our foreign policies. There are those who 
even question why labor should be interested 
in foreign policies. Diplomats, admirals and 
generals who have so much influence in the 
formulation of foreign policies are not elected 
by the people. They work largely in an atmo­
sphere of secrecy, and so costly have been the 
living standards o,f diplomats that only very 
wealthy men have been able to accept such 
appointments. Too often, even the hearings 
on foreign policy in our country are secret, 
and when the truth does come out, if at all, it 
is only after a devastating war has been 
fought. Because of the explosive character of 
international relationships, the totalitarian con­
cep of no criticism is encouraged in the field of 
foreign policy. 

These undemocratic conditions prevail, not 
because the people will it, but because of the 
inherent psychology of fear that prevails where 
no law and no government controls the inter­
relationships of men at the international level. 
To me, the very essence of democracy is ma­
jority rule, with the right of the minority ever 
to be free by persuasion to become the majority. 
A federated world government will promote that 
ideal and it will make the business of peace 
and war the business of the people, something 
that has never existed and can never exist in 
the absence of government and law at the 
international level in the affairs of mankind. 
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SOULS, NOT SOVEREIGNTIES, HA VE 
PRESERVED DEATHLESS PRINCIPLES. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said: 

"Magna Carta, the Declaration of Inde­
pendence, the Constitution of the United 
States, The Emancipation Proclamation and 
every other milestone in human progress­
all were ideals which seemed impossible 
of attainment-yet they were attained." 

Yes, they were attained. But down through 
history the principles of these great documents 
of human freedom have lived in the souls of 
men, not in the sovereignty of nations which 
have frequently threatened to destroy them by 
wars. We can no more attain these ideals on 
a permanent world basis by gentlemen's agree­
ments between sovereignties or by leagues of 
sovereignties which never reach down to indi­
vidual persons, than we could hope to regulate 
interstate commerce in the United States by 
state enactments or by treaties or gentlemen's 
agreements between the states of our Federal 
Union. We must cease confusing the equality 
of states with the equality of men. We must 
understand the simple truth that laws can be 
enforced only upon individual persons; when 
they are enforced upon governments, as Alex­
ander Hamilton said, it is an act of war. 

You will recall that World War I so weakened 
France that she never recovered until she was 
engulfed in World War II, and was conquered 
by the enemy although she had the world's 
largest standing army and the Maginot Line. 
Great Britain has suffered mortal wounds from 
World War II. No right-thinking man can 
believe that our great country, however vic­
torious it might be in a World War Ill, will 
escape the final destruction of our free economy 
if not the final destruction of mankind itseH, 
a threat that has been expressed by every 
important atomic scientist in the world. 

The issues involved are too grave for right­
thinking men to be persuaded by those who 
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will always contend that something that has 
.., never been tried can never work. and who will 

always point out to you every conceivable 
weakness of such a proposition as world gov­
ernment while remaining blind to the awful 
alternatives that await the failure to establish 
government and law on the world level. 

We must cease refusing to look at the new 
moon out of respect for the old one. We must 
cease drinking poison to quench our thirst. 
As we listen to the counsels of doubt and fear, 
the assurances that world government cannot 
succeed because it has never been tried or that 
it will take a thousand years to bring it about, 
let us realize that beaten paths are for beaten 
men and that mankind cannot advance with­
out entering upon new paths. 
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"Modem imperialism - is essentially 
MEGALOMANIAC NATIONALISM-It 
will only come to an end when the inter­
course of nations and peoples through 
embassies and foreign offices is re­
placed by an assembly of Elected Repre­
sentatives in direct touch with their Peo-
ples.'' H. G. WELLS. 

-The Outline ol History 

If this pamphlet has interested you, 
won't you please pass it on to a friend? 

-
INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED 

FROM 

United World Federalists 
of Missouri 

1037 BIG BEND BOULEY ARD 
ST. LOUIS 17, MO. 

F. R. VON WINDEGGER, 

CHAIRMAN ADVISORY COUNCD., 

71 

There can he no Peace wtthottt ]usttce 
No Justice without Law., 

No Law without Government to Make 
Interpret, and Enforce that Law. 
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LAW OFFICES 

GUSTAVE L.COLDSTEJN 
CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

453 SOUTH SPRING STREET 

LOS A GELES 13,CALIFORNIA 

MADISON 9-2649 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 
Cleveland 
Ohio 

Dear Rabbi: 

January 29, 1951 

ir ail -

First, my heartiest greet ngs to you. I hope th~s 
letter finds you enjoying good health. 

The other day someon handed me a co_µy of the 
Janu· ry 14, 1951 issue of "The Compass" w1ich carri d 
an article over your "by line" entitled: "A Plea for 
a People's Policy." 

Frankly, I was very much surprised at the contents 
thereof and some,·. h ,.. t disappointed in the fact th&t you 
chose to express the vie~s therein set forth. 

I am not one of those who take the position that a 
Rabbi has no right to express hims lf on matters of public 
concern or that a Rabbi has to be a "second class" citizen 
and refrain from doi g so. 

However, judging from the contents of your article, 
you assume the position of a milit·ry exp rt, a political 
expert, etc. 

The article, locally, has caused much unfavorable 
comment. 

Maybe I am unduly concerned about your vie~ws and I 
hope you will pardon me for differing it 1 you. 

As you know, I have been a loyal "Silver" man in 
all controversies involving your vie~points and I hope 
you will therefore understand why this matter has been 
brought to my attention by a number of persons. 

I am sure you v, 111 gather from the foregoi11 thg,t 
I do not agree witn your vies, either in hole or in part. 

Viith kindest personal regards, 

GLG:f 
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January Jl, 1951 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 

My ear Rabbis 

I listened wi tn great interest to your sen:ion of 
last Sunday and it was, as always, excellent. Last Monday's 
Plain Dealer carried a column by Raymond Moley in vbich he 
said substantially what you did from the pulpit on Sunday. 
However, he added something to the e £feet that it has now 
been determined that General ,TacArthur was in no v,ay at 
fault; that UacArtnur had advised a gs.inst going into Korea 
but that he was ordered to do so. Of course as a good 
General he had no alternative but to obey orders. I in­
tended to cut the article out and send it to you but it 
was mislaid. If you n.aven' t read it I will be glad to 
pick it up for you. I know that you keep abreast of the 
times and will be interested. 

Hoping this finds you and your family well, I arn. 
with very best wishes. 

Yours cordis 1 ly and sincerely, 

Joseph J. Klein 

JJKaDH 
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• Jose. h J . Klein 
ll56 UD:i.on Caixrnerce Building 
Cle'V81and 11~ h1o 

!!¥ dear Friend: 

Than you oo much for your tho~ss in writing to 
me. There have been various ve io ut ti» rola which 
Oanaral .Arthur bas played in ho Tr----n ai".fair and 
opinions are sharp~ diTided. I suppose onl3 tbl .tut~ 
will 1-11 the whole story and ...ic~n then• ~ in the caaa 
of Pearl bor• whole star-y may na~ r be told. 

'ith all goo ·ahas and tbankin o or 
I remain 

tin t 

oat~ yours, 

ABBA HILIEL SIL 
Al aer 
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ROBERT A. TAFT 

OHIO 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Februa_ 

Dr . bba Hill 1 Silver 
J..fiE .LE Lf 

'H st lO"t: ~treet ;1 t Ans .1 1 o·:d 
Clevland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr . cilver : 

10 , 51 

I am enclosing r itn th 1 ~c es of 
the Congressional hecord ½h~cn CJntaln your 
speech . I thought yo 1 . ig!lt v.ant it r'or your 
files . 

·it~ kindest r gr , 

Sincer 1 yuur ... , 

COMMITTEES: 

l.ABOR AND PuBLIC WELFARE 

FINANCE 

I. JACK MARTIN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

~~ 
✓ 
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mobiles are swapped for coffee and bananas. 
Society is the organization of people who do 
business with one another. 

The law of ac;sociatlon-the supreme law 
of society-ls self-operating; it needs no en­
forcement agency. Its motor force is in the 
nature of man. His Insatiable appetite for 
material, cultural, and spiritual desires 
drives him to join up. The compulsion Is 
so strong that be makes an automobile out 
of an oxcart, a telephone system out of a 
drum, so as to overcome the handicaps of 
time and space; contact is of the essence in 
the market place technique. Society grows 
because the seed of it is in the human 

• being; It ls made of man, but not by men. 
The only condi ion necessary for the 

gro th of ociety into one worldism is the 
absence of force in the market place: hich 
ls ano her way of saying that politics ls a 
hindrance to, and not an aid of, peace. Any 
intervention is the phere of voluntary ex­
changes stunts the growth of society and 
tends to its disorganization. It is significant 
that in war, which is the ultimate of politics, 
every s rateglc move i aimed at the disorgan­
ization o! the enemy's means of production 
and exchange-the disruption of his market 
place. Likewise, when the State inter­
venes in the business of society, which ts 
production and exchange, a condition of war 
exists, even though open conflict ls prevented 
by the superior physical force the State ls 
able to employ. Politics in the market place 
ls like a bull in the China shop. 

POLITICS IS FIUCTION 

The es ential characteristic of the State 
is force; it originates in force and exists by 
it. The rationale of the State Is that con­
flict ls Inherent In the nature of man and 
he must be coerced into behaving, for bis 
own good. That ts a debatable doctrine, 
but even if we accept It the fact remains that 
the coercion must be exerci d by ~n who 
are, by definition, as bad as those upon whom 
the coercion ls exercl d. The State ls men. 
To cover up that disturbing fact, the doctrine 
of the superpersonal State ls invented; It ls 
more than human, it ext ts distinct from the 
people who staff it. That fiction ts given 
plausibllJty by clothing it with constitutions, 
la and litanies, Jlke "m country right or 
wrong." A reUgton of authoritarianl m ls 
built up around an idol. 

But, ritual does not give divinity to a 
golden calf. The hard fact remains that 
the priesthood of the State are just men, and 
the coercion they employ reflects their 
human capacities and frailties. They can• 
not get away from those limitations. What• 
ever badness Is in them will how up in 
their use of force. They are not made good 
by the power to Impose their will on other 
men. 

Getting down to the facts of experience, 
political power has n ver been used for the 
general good, as advertised, but has always 
been used to further the Interests of those 
In power or those who can support them in 
this purpose. To do so It must Intervene In 
the market place. The advanta es that po­
litical power confers upon its priesthood and 
their cohorts con lsts of what it skims from 
the abundance created by society. Since it 
cannot make a single good, It lives and 
thrivea by what it takes. What It takes de­
prl es producers of the fruits of their labors, 
impoverishes them, and this cau es a. feeling 
of hurt. Intervention in the market place 
can do nothing else, then, than to create 
friction. Friction Is incipient war. 

Now, If the buslneaa of the state ls to 
cause friction within any given segment of 
society, any one country, by what logic can 
tt be sho n that a orld-atate will prevent 
friction? If a amall state ls an evll, aa the 
one-worlden inalst, why ahoUld a big atate 
be a good? Can an Institution that ls essen­
tially antisocial be made pr060Cial, by en­
largement? No matter bow high the totem 
pole it is not God. 

Reason and fact are at great dJsadvan-
/ tage In confronting blind faith, and those 

who worship at the shrine of authoritari­
anism wm not be shaken by argument. Yet, 
one cannot help asking how the superstate 
wm employ It army; the worshipers admit 
that an army is necessary to its proper func­
tioning. The army wtll certainly be used 
to suppress something, to stop some people 
from doing something that to them seems 
good. For instance, there are many people 
1n the world who practice polygamy, some 
who practice polyandry and a few who go 
in for monogamy. Will the omniscient 
priesthood of the superstate use its army to 
enforce a uniform conjugal practice? In that 
case, of course, friction will result. 

Or, if It is decided that the world has 
too much oil-the over-production theory­
wlll the army by sent to Texas or to Iran 
to shut down the excess wells? When. 
such frictional situations are brought up, 
the devotees of authoritarianism answer that 
everything will be resolved by the demo­
cratic process-a. process that bas never 
stopped war. 

ONE WOBLD--ONE MAJlKET PLACE 

One worldism is not an impossible ideal; 
but, it is not attainable through the medium 
of political power. On the contrary, the 
organization of the world Into a single society 
- which is what the one-worlders really 
want--can be acomplished only if p ople 
can rid themselves of the fetish of authori­
tarlani.:m. 11 men could come to a belief in 
themselves, 1f they could lose faith In the 
golden cal! of politics, if they could once 
reach the maturity o! manhood, the law of 
association would do the rest. It is not 
necessary to plan or build a. world society; 
it is only necessary to remove the obstruc­
tions to its growth, all of which are political 
and all of which stem from faith In authori­
tarianism. 

Our own country furnishes an Illustration. 
In the beginning, before Americans had been 
completely converted to this political p gan­
lsm. it was stipulated that their market 
place shall be as large as the country; the 
erection of trade barriers between the com­
ponent commonwealths was prohibited. A!J 
the frontiers of the country were extended 
the market place grew apace, and, in time, 
goods, men, and ideas moved ithout hin• 
ctrance from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from 
Mexico to Canada. Therefore, an American 
society grew up. It was not planned; it 
grew. Several times the little separate poli­
tical establishments set up blocks to trade 
at their respective borders, causing friction, 
but on the whole their efforts have been 
frustrated by the spirit of free trade. (It 
might be well to mention, in passing, that 
the prime cause of the Civil War was protec­
tionism, which ls a dogma of authoritarian­
ism.) 

Let us look ate contrary example. Europe, 
which, outside of Russia, compares In size 
with the Unit d States, is cross-checked with 
tariff barriers, and Europe has been a battle­
field for centuries. Political particularism 
has prevented the flowering of an European 
society. It is impossible for such a thing 
to get going in an area darkenecl by p ss­
ports and customs regulations. Time and 
again the doctors of political science have 
prescribed some sort of political union for 
the ills o! Europe, on the assumption that 
such a union will be followed by a customs 
union. Quite the contrary; the borders be• 
tween countries lose all meaning 1f the peo­
pl can do business with one another; which 
is another way of saying, 1f the states get 
out of the way of society. No political 
union can set up a society in Europe; that 
can only come from uninhibited hlggllng 
and haggling in a COD\DlOn market place. 

If their eenae were not dulled by their 
Idolatry, the One Worlders could draw a 
sound conclua.ion from these two examples; 
namely, that the only way to a world society 

ls through free trade. This do not mean 
that free rade alone would guarantee world 
peace, for there are other politic I institu­
tions that make for friction, but, it would go 
a. long way. After all, if the cu tomcr is al­
ways right, how could he be an enemy? 

A Letter to Mr. Truman 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
I' 

HON. ROBERT A. TAFT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE SE ATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Monday, February 5 <legislative day of 
Monday, January 29>, 1951 

Mr. TAFT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consnn1, to have printed in 
the Apper_Cix of the RECORD, an address 
entitled "A Letter to Mr. Truman," de­
livered by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, at 
the Temple, Cleveland, Ohio, on De­
cember 17, 1950. 

There being no objection, the address 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 

as follows: 
A LETTDl TO MR. TRUMAN 

(By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver) 
Were I inclined to write a l tter to Presi• 

dent Truman at this time, when lett::r writ­
ing seems to have become a rather plosive 
avocation, I would dwell on two matters: 
Flrst, the manner in which his choleric let­
ter writing and emotional outbursts of re­
cent months are affecting his own status and 
that of the American people in the world at 
a time when, to use his own words, we are 
the leaders of the fr e world, and the eyes 
of the world are upon us; and secondly, 
about the implications o.f the nat.iona.1 emer­
gency which he has proclaimed, not so much 
as far as the American people are concerned, 
but as far as be himself and his administra­
tion are concerned. Every cltl.zen is called 
upon to put aside bis personal interests for 
the good of our country. What d s this 
spell out for the President himself and for 
those in whose hands are the lives and for­
tunes of 150,000,000 of American citizens? 

The first matter, that of the letter writing, 
ts the lesser in Importance bY far, except as 
it has revealed an overcharged and uncon­
troll d spirit which has greatly troubled the 
American people. Long ago Samuel Johnson 
wrote: "In a man's letters his .souI lies na­
ked." The soul exposed in Mr. Truman a 
letters of recent date gives very llttle evi­
dence of that wisdom and calmness which he 
solicited of the American people in his ad­
dress the other evening. This has caused 
many Americans to wonder apprehensively 
whether major decisions of the Chief Execu­
tive In far more serious realms o! national 
and International affairs are similarly deter­
min d by temper, pique, and re entment, 
and are likewise made in a headlong and im• 
petuous fashion. 

Everyone realizes, I am sure, the terrible 
strains and burdens of the omce of the 
President of the United States, especially in 
these dread!ul times. No one envies Mr. 
Truman the heavy and nigh overwhelming 
responsibilities which are his. The Ameri• 
can people 1s inclined to overlook an occa­
sional outburst of Irritability on the part of 
a greatly hara sed public official. However, 
when th1a irritabllity appears to be by way 
of becoming chronic and expr aes ltael! 1n 
language which 1.s not permissible even to a 
private cltlun, there is proper cauae for di.­
quiet and criticism, The President of the 
United Sta es, for aa long aa h holds that 
exalted office-and it l.s the most exalted ancl 
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tllu t'"ious office tn the world-is never a 
private citizen. He never can dissociate 
himself from his office. Whatever he says or 
writ es or does has to a greater or lesser degree 
public significance and repercussions. What 
a mu~lc critic writes about Margaret, good 
or bad, is of little importance, of little im­
portance, indeed, but what the President of 
the United Stat"s writes to a music critic, 
or to anyone else, and the manner or his 
writing, can brine, a sense of shame and dis-

, may to the entire Nation and make the office 
of tl·e President of the United States the 
laughing stock of the world. 

There ls much sound counsel to be found 
tn our Bible to which I should like to draw 
the attention of the President. The Bible 
counsels men not to give way to gusts of 
anger, temper, and passion . I! these ad­
monit1ons are applicable to ordinary citizens, 
how much more so are they to men who 
occuoy high position, whose every word is 
frei~hted with conseC1 uence. Thus, we read 
in the Bible: "It is the discretion of a man 
to be slow to anger and it is his glory to pass 
over a grievous wrong." 

One who was himself a ruler of men, 
Kohelcth, writes in his book: "Be not hasty 
to get angry, for anger rests in the bosom 
of tools." The wise Hillel , likewise a leader 
of men, frequently cautioned his fellow men: 
"Guard your temper." And the rabbis de­
clared: "The speech of the wise is always a 
clean and decent speech." 

Were I inclined to write a letter to Mr. 
Truman, I would In all good wm and earnest­
ness bring these matters to his attention and 
auggest that he do not write letters w!len 
be is angry, and that all of his letters, like 
all of his speeches, should be checked by a. 
second party before they are mailed, and, 
above all, not to make public statements 
"otr the cuff." His latest ad lib about the 
use of the atomic bomb fell upon the world 
almost with the destructive effect of an 
atomic bomb and sent Minister Schumann 
hurrying to London and Prime Minister 
Attlee flying to Washington. 

Our President owes it to himself and to 
our country in these desperate times to 
avoid anything that might cause unnecessary 
Irritation and resentment among our peo­
ple, or that might lower the dignity of the 
high office which he sought and to which 
the citizens of tl'\e United Stntes elected him. 
What has happened has not been good for 
the morale of our peoole and cannot serve 
as an inspiring example for the emulation 
of our youth. 

I pass on to the second and more serious 
matter about wh ich I should Ji '·e to write to 
President Truman. In his adress to the 
count,.y the other evening, he summoned the 
American people to unity and self-sacrifice 
because of the grave danger in which our 
country finds itself. "Those of us who work 
1n the Government," he stated, "will do our 
best, but the outcome depends, as it has 
always depended, on the spirit and energy 
of our people." 

In my humble judgment there has been 
very little wrong with the spirit and enerr,y 
of tbe American people. They did not fail, 
either In unity or in the pirlt of sacrifice, 
either in the First World War or In the Sec­
ond World War. Whatever was a ked of 
them they performed, competently and pat­
riotically. They gave their sons to the war, 
and their daughters-as many as the Gov­
ernment demanded. On the battleftelds our 
fighting men gave an excellent account of 
themselves, and withdrew from no sacrifice 
ln life or blood. Our shops, our mines, our 
mills were adequately manned. Whatever 
taxes our Government imposed upon our 
people they paid. Whatever restrictions and 
rationlngs were imposed upon them were 
complied with. There never was and there 
1 not now any reason to doubt the loyalty, 
the :catr!otism and the readiness to sacrifi ce 
on the part of the American people in de-

fense of their country or their freedom. I 
doubt whether the proclamation of a state 
of national emergency was really required 
to make the American people aware o! how 
serious the present situation is. 

The American people is not Uliterate. 
They read their newspapers, they listen to 
their radio, they know what is going on in 
Korea; they know what is going on in the 
United Nations. Their sons are even at this 
moment fighting and some of them dying in 
Korea. 

But they, the American people, do not 
make our foreign policy. They did not send 
our armies unprepared into Korea. They 
were not consulted as to whether we should 
go into Korea. According to our Constitu­
tion, Congress, and Congress alone, has the 
power to declare war and make peace. The 
Congress of the United States was not con­
sulted about sending our troops into Korea. 
President Truman alone decided this grave 
issue by the simple device of calling this In­
tervention not a war, but a police action. 
This police action has already cost our people 
40,000 casualties. 

Our allies likewise were not consulted. In 
bis speech last Friday evening the President 
said that we must work with a sense of real 
partnership and common purpose with the 
other free nations who need our help as we 
need theirs. These partners were ignored 
when President Truman ordered our troops 
Into Korea. The question is, Why? 

The United Nations, too, were not con­
sulted. It 1s the prime responsib!Hty of the 
United Nations, not of the United States, to 
resist aggression in the world. It was only 
after President Truman launched our mU!­
tary effort in Korea that the United States 
asked for the approval o! the United Nations. 
This is not the procedure outlined in the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

Why did not our Government wait for clear 
directives from the United Nations in the 
matter of Korea? Why did not our Govern­
ment ascertain before we moved in who else 
was going along and to what extent and with 
how many troops? Why did we not learn of 
the widespread reluctance of the other free 
nations of the world to become involved in 
Korea, as was later evidenced by the rather 
slim and purely token participation on the 
part of only a. few or these nations? Why 
did we not learn about this widespread re­
luctance before we committed ourselves to 
wbat has proved to be one of the most costly 
and disastrous enterprises in all the m1litary 
history of the United States? Why? 

The strong suspicion entertained by many 
Americans that the Korean move was In­
spired by domestic political considerations 
connected with an approaching fall election 
has not been satisfactorily resolved. The 
administration had for some time, prior to 
last .>une, been attacked and badgered, 
especially qy the Republican opposition, with 
charges of tommun!st sympathies, with re­
spons!b!l!ty for the victory of the Commu­
nists in China and the defeat of Ch!ang­
Kai-shek, and with widespread intlltratlon of 
Communists in the State Department and 
other Government departments. For w eks 
on end, before the Tydings cQmmlttee of the 
Senate, wild charges were made by irrespon i­
ble political gentry and by publicity seekers 
of the type of Senator McCARTHY, The ad­
ministration found itself on the defensive, 
with an important congr s!onal election ap­
proaching. The Invasion of South Korea by 
the North Koreans last June offered a tempt­
ing opportunity to demonstrate to the coun­
try that the administration was all-out anti• 
Communist, and that it was ready to strike 
at communism wherever it raised its ugly 
bead. It must have been a swned that the 
undertaking would be 1n the nature of e. 
smo.11- oole police action, that it would be 
brief and not too co tly, and that the North 
Koreans would take to their heels as soon a 
tbey saw the American soldiers coming. 

President Truman al o dispatched the 
S .. venth Fleet to patrol the Strait of Formosa 
to ee to it that the Chinese Communist. ct ·a 
not take over Formosa, thereby Intervening 
not alone in Korea, where a clear ca e or 
aggrc slon could be es t ablished ai;a!nst t he 
North Keoreans, but also ln the Chinese civil 
war, where the victorious Chine. e regime had 
already been recognized by Great Britain, 
India, and other countries. Alo ,1g with the 
Intervention in China, we al o promised to 
send aid to the French In Indochina where 
they were fighting to preserve French impe­
rial Interests in that country. The adminis­
tration reversed !ts former line and per­
mitted Itself to be swayed by domestic pollt~ 
cal considerations and to be intimidated by 
the rantings of ex Communists, ex Isolation­
ists, pro-Fascists, and cranks of all kinds, and 
maneuvered itself and the Am rlcan people 
into the disastrous Korean adventure. 

Was it the American people that failed in 
Korea? Why was our m!l!tary intelligence so 
faulty? Why did it underestimate so cata­
strophically the ftghting numbers and the 
fighting quality or the North Korean Arml . 
to the point where we were almost driven 
into the sea at Pu an? And why did the 
same thing happen a second time, and more 
disastrously, as our soldiers were advancing 
so confidently toward the Manchurian bor­
der, having been assured or an easy victory 
and the prospect of returning home by 
Christmas? Was our intell!gence aware of 
the s!2.e o! the Chinese Armies on the Man­
churian border waiting to strike at us? If 
a.ware, why were our men, who were so vastly 
outnumbered, ordered to move on to the 
Manchurian border? If unaware, why are 
the military commanders wbo are responsible 
for this shocking blunder continued in their 
posts to this day? 

Did our State Department know that China 
would enter the war? If It did, what prepa­
rations did it make to meet it? Why was the 
American people lulled into a false sense of 
security by inspired spokesmen who in so 
many words assured them that China would 
not fight? If our State Departm nt did not 
know whether China would enter the war, 
why did it take the dangerous gamble to 
move our forces beyond the thirty-eighth 
parallel? Why did it choose to ignore the 
clear declaration of the Chinese Foreign Min­
ister a:1d of Nehru of India, who warned the 
American people that 1I we crossed the thir­
ty-eighth parallel , China would come into 
the war? Why did we move beyond the 
thirty-eighth parallel? Why are we asking 
!or a cease fire now when the Chinese and 
North Korean armies are advancing across 
the thirty-eighth parallel? Why did we not 
ask for it when we had reached the thirty­
e!gb th parallel? Why did we reject the pro­
posal of a neutral zone between Korea and 
Manchuria, which was favored by our allles? 

These mistakes, these blunders, these fail­
ures, military and political , are not to be 
charged to the American people, although the 
American people, of course, will in the final 
analysis, pay the entire cost. These are the 
responslb!lltles and failure or the Govern­
ment and of the administration and of those 
outside the Government and In the opposi­
tion party who provoked the Government to 
hasty action, and of those in Gover,ment 
who succumbed to the provocPtion, who 
fondly believed that a.n easy-going victory 
against the Communists in Korea would be 
a stror>g poli tical wenpon In their hands 
against the opposition lo an approaching 
election. 

The American people ls now being asked to 
give many more billions of dollars to our 
M!l!tary Establishment, to build up the mil­
itary strength of our country. The House of 
Repr sentatlves has already voted an addi­
tional e17,800,000,000 emergency defcn e bill. 
This will bring our t ot I d fc.:1se bu:Jrr;: fe r 
the year to almost t 4~.C00,000,000. I U:" P"• ~ 
that conditions being w 1at they arc, ,t.a 

I 
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the Pre:.ldent of the United States warning 
us that our homes, our Nation, all the things 
we believe in are in great danger, the ap­
proval of such milltary expenditures ls a 
foregone conclusion, and no patriotic Amer­
ican would wish to stand in the way. But 
the American people has a right to ask why 
we received so little in terms of fighting ef­
fectiveness for the many billions of dollars 
which they gave to the Military Establish­
ment during the past few years. The Amer­
ican people has never been niggardly with its 
Armed Forces. What became of the $50,000,-
000,000 which was given to the Armed 
Forces during the past 4 years? Why were we 
so unprepared in June 1950? 

Before the Second World War, ln 1939, ·e 
spent on our Armed Forces a billion four 
hundred million dollars. In the last 3 
years-peace years, mind you-we spent on 
the average of $13,000,000,000 annually. Yet 
we were unprepared. 

The President said the other evening that 
on June 25 of this year we had less than 
1,500,000 men and women in our Army, avy, 
and Air Force. Thirteen billion dollars is 
a powerful lot of money to spend on such a 
small fighting force. In 1941, when our 
Army and Navy numbered a million and 
three-quarter men, we spent 7,000,000,000. 
In 1950 we were spending twice th:>t amount 
on a smaller Army and Navy and Air Force. 
Is the unpreparedness of our Armed Forces 
so glaringly demonstrated in the Korean 
affair due to the failure of the American 
people to provide adequately for them, or 
ls it the failure of the men at the top to get 
a dollar's worth of defense for every dollar 
paid by the American taxpayer? Have those 
who work in the Government really done 
their be t, as the President promises they will 
do in the future? 

I cannot escape the feeling that these 
glaring, tragic failures have been at the top­
lack of consistency, courage, and statesman­
ship on the part of our political leaders, and 
blunders, waste, and poor management on 
the part of our m1Iltary commanders and 
administrators. Theirs is the major respon­
sibility for the plight in which the American 
people finds itself today. 

There is always the tendency on the part 
of our political and ml11tary leaders, when 
their policies or their actions result in 
failure, to shift responsibility from their own 
shoulders to those of the American people. 
Somehow it is always the American people 
who are responsible for all that goes wrong. 

It is proper to alert the American people 
today to the grave dangers in which they 
find themselves, as the President has done, 
but more is needed to meet the dire emer­
gency-much more. In the first place, there 
must be self-examination at the top level. 
A sense of omniscience is not conductive to 
sound government, nor is impatience and ir­
ritability with suggestions and criticism, and 
narrow partisanship and a de:;ire to make 
political capital out of grave international 
situations. 

There is in my judgment need for a re­
examination of our entire foreign policy 
which has been going from bad to worse 
ever since President Truman, on his own 
1esponsibility announced the so-ci.lled Tru­
man doctrine and pledged our country to 
resist communism all over the world, a. 
C(.mmitment on which we are simply not 
able to make good and one which our allies 
rue unwilling to back up. A reexamination 
of our entire foreign policy is called for. It 
is no loss of face for a government which 
has pursued a policy which has been found 
wanting or inadequate or dangerous to re­
consider and reexamine and adopt a new 
policy. It i far better to change to a sounder 
policy than to be unchanging in catastrophic 
wrong-headedness. Finally, there is need 
for a reorganization of our Milttary Estab­
liEhment with an eye to greater economy and 
e c ency. 

Without leadership a people perishes. It 
ts to leadership that we must look for our 
salvation, a leadership which will match 
words with action and which will treat the 
American people as mature people who know 
the score. 

In his address the other evening the Presi­
dent announced four things which the 
American people must do and will do in this 
crisis. I am in perfect agreement with all 
these four things. First, he said, we will 
continue to uphold and, it necessary, to de­
fend with arms, the principles of the United 
Nations, the principles of freedom and jus­
tice. Fine. But please, let the United Na­
tions decide when the principles of free­
dom and justice are endangered, and what 
should be done about it. That is its busi­
ness. Let the del berations and decisions and 
actions be collective-not unilateral. Let 
us not act first and then get the approval of 
the United Nations for our actions. The 
United Nations has assumed the responsi­
bility of keeping law and order in the world. 
Please, let us not have a private Truman 
doctrine of our own. Let us not do our own 
private policing. Let us not jump into 
Formosa or Indochina or Korea or else­
where-and there are a hundred potential 
danger spots in the world-until the United 
Nations directs us, along with all other 
nations, to act. We must avoid not only 
aggression, which we are not likely to in­
dulge in, but aggressiveness as well. Let us 
strengthen the United Nations. Let us chan­
nel whatever help we can give to the world 
through the United Nations. Let us 
strengthen this international organization, 
which is the sole hope of a stable world to 
come. 

Secondly, the President said he would con­
tinue to work with the other nations to 
strengthen our combined defenses. Excel­
lent. But let us be practical about it. Let 
us make sure how far the other nations are 
prepared to go along and how much they 
a.re prepared to pay out of their own re­
sources to strengthen their own def nses, 
Of course, they will permit us to help fi• 
nance their military establishments, but 
tht!y may not be willing to use them every 
time we think they should. Let us not drain 
our own reeources too far to equip other 
nations militarily. Let us think first and 
foremost and always of our own defenses. 
Again, in our eagerness to organize the world 
against the Soviet Union and line up the 
free nations of the world against Com­
munistic dictatorship, let us not undermine 
our moral position in the world by allying 
ourselves with Frances and Fascists and 
Titos and Nazis in Europe and reactionaries 
in Asia. It makes the Voice of America 
sound hollow in the ears of the world. In 
the long run that will undo everything that 
we are trying to do. 

The President urged us further to build up 
our Army, Navy, and Air Force and to make 
more weapons for ourselves and our allies. 
By all means, let us build up to full strength, 
but let us not bankrupt ourselves by trying 
to arm half the world against the other half. 
Our resources are not limitless. Our Gov­
ernment is already $257,000,000,000 in 
debt. It is the hope of the Soviet Union 
that we will d troy ourselves through bank­
ruptcy and sink our mi11tary strength into 
the great Serbonian bog of Asia. 

The President finally urged that we ex­
pand our economy and keep it on an even 
keel. Nothing is more important than that. 
We must guard against inflation through 
greater production, higher taxes, and through 
price and wage control. In this connection, 
an American has the right to a k why the 
President of the United States did not use 
up tlll now the powers which were clearly 
his to control prices and wagei;, and why he 
permitted our country to move into the 
dangerous inflation spiral 1n which we al­
ready find ourselves. 

These are some of the things about hich 
I should like to write to Mr. Truman. I 
should also like to draw his attention to 
some words which he himself uttered the 
other evening and suggest that In those 
words lies the right direction of statesman­
ship in these dire days. He aid, "There is 
no conflict between the legitimate interest 
of the free world and those or the S:n·iet 
Union that cannot be settled by pe~ce:u1 
means, and we will continue to tal·e every 
honorable step we can to avoid general war." 
This is quite ditr ·. rent from the dogmat m, 
the rantings, and the wnr-mongermg of so 
many others which are so frequently heard 
these days. 

Stalin, too, has declared more than once 
that the Communist world and the capitalist 
world could live side by side in one wor.d. 
Truman does not trust Stalin. Sta in does 
not trust Truman. Hence the impasse. But 
it is clear that only in the direction of cou­
rageous and continuous explorat10n of every 
av nue for reaching understandings if only 
piecemeal, only in the direction of negotia­
tion, earnestly sought and welcomed, Iles 
the hl .1e of the world. Negotiation ts not 
appeasement. Let not the American people 
be persuaded into closing their minds at the 
sound of the word "appeasement." It is to­
d ay a tabu device to paralyze thought and 
wise diplomatic action. There should be 
urgent and continuous xploration of e,·ery 
opportunity for coming to an understanding 
with the Soviet, a nation which we cannot 
defeat in war any more than it can defeat 
us. 

Our defeat in Korea is not a fatal defeat. 
Bataan and Dunkerque did not determine 
the outcome of the Second World War. We 
are a strong and powerful Nation. We can 
become stronger and even more powerful. 
We are faced with most grave and menacing 
problems, and while we should do all that is 
practical and necessary to build up our mili­
tary strength, we should bear in mind always 
that the basic solution lies not on the battle­
field. It will have to be found at the confer­
ence table. 

Our appeal to our national leadership in 
Washington, which we make in all good will, 
for we are all involved in one common des­
tiny, is to be courageous and unafraid , not 
to be swayed by partisan political consid­
eration and not to allow itself to be stam­
peded by warmongers, fanatics and cranks, 
and by those who would push us into war for 
reasons which have nothing to do with love 
of country. There are those in our country 
who do not want an understanding with 
Russia. There are those even in high Gov­
ernment posts who are ardently advocating 
a preventive war 1th Russia. There are 
those who will try to sabotage any pos ibility 
of agreement. The e are our real enemies. 
When our President will give the American 
people the kind ot-.leadership they ne d and 
crave for, the American people will back him 
up 100 percent. The American people have 
always rallied to the defense of their country 
whenever it found itself challeng d and en­
dangered. 

Senate Bill 349 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
01' 

HON. HOMER D. ANGELL 
OF ORI:GON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 5, 1951 

Mr. ANGELL. Mr. Speaker, I am just 
in receipt of a letter under date of Jan­
uary 29, 1951, from t e Honorable Doug­
las McKay, Governor of Oregon, advis-
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ing me that at a meeting of the Natural 
Resources Advisory Committee of the 
State held on January 24, 1951, the pro­
visions of this bill were discussed. This 
committee is deeply concerned over the 
provisions of title 2, section 215, para­
graph C of the bill which would seem to 
authorize the bypassing of State, munic­
ipal, and other local laws and believes 
that for that reason the bill should be 
modified to obviate this undesirable fea­
ture. The following is a copy of the let­
ter: 

STATE OF OREGON, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Salem, January 29, 1951. 
Congressman HOJ\,IER D. ANGELL, 

House Office Building, 
Washington , D. C. 

DEAR Ho11rna: At the meeting of my natu­
ral resources advisory committee on Janu­
ary 24, 1951, certain sections of Senate bill 
34.9, which related to the construction and 
operation of community facilities and com­
munity services for defense housing proj­
ect..~. were discussed. The committee, which 
consists of the executive heads of State de­
partments concerned with the development 
and conservation of natural resources, was 
particularly concerned with the provisions 
of title 2, section 205, in which the Housin 
and Home Finance Administrator ts author­
ized, without regard to any Federal, State, 
or municipal laws, ordinances, rules, or regu­
lations, to do all things which he determines 
necessary or desirable In the public Interests 
for and in the planning, acquisition, con­
struction, and maintenance of housing or 
community facilities. 

"Community taclllties," as defined in title 
2, section 215, paragraph C, include water­
works, sewers, sewage, garbage and refuse dis­
posal facilities, police and fire protection fa­
cilities, public sanitary facilities works for 
treatment and purification of water, schools, 
hospitals and other plac s for the care ot 
the sick, recreational faclllties, streets and 
roads, and day-care centers. 

The committee, by unanimous vote, ob. 
Jected to the provisions granted to the Hous­
ing and Home Finance Administrator in re­
gard to public water supplies, public water 
supply systems, sewers, sewage treatment 
works, public sanitary facllltles, and water 
treatment or purification. The State of Ore­
gon has been endeavoring for a number ot 
years to remedy sanitary conditions in our 
streams and for public places. It has been 
conscious of the necessity for the conserva­
tion of its natural reso11rces and tor the pro­
tection of public health and, as stated above, 
planned programs for the improvement ot 
water supplies and abatement of stream 
pollution are now under way, and for the 
Government to step 1n and ignore these 
things will not only disn•~t the State's pro­
gram but we will lose much valuable educa­
tion on that subject that we now have. 

The committee feels that it is very much 
against the public policy for the Federal Gov­
ernment to disregard State or municipal laws. 
Also, the committee feels that if public hous­
ing ls constructed along this Une it might 
be some time before we wm be able to make 
a clearance and thus we will continue to have 
a disregard of sanitary authorities. 

It ls the belief of the committee that pub­
lic policy, as expressed by paragraph 8 of sec~ 
tion 2, is sound. It reads as follows: 

"Any department or agency performing 
functions hereunder hall, in carrying out 
such functions, consult with the appropriate 
State and local agencies having responsi• 
bllitles in connection with the planning, pro• 
vision, construction, or operation of com. 
munity facilities or services, so that, In of 
as practicable, community facllltles a lsted 
or provided pursuant to this act may be inte­
grated with State and local programs tor such 
faclllties and services." 

It ts my earnest request that everything 
possible be done to change thla act before it 
becomes a law. 

Sincerely, 
DoUGLAS McKAY, 

Governor. 

FEPC 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. HENRY D. LARCADE, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 8, 1951 

Mr. LARCADE. Mr. Speaker, under 
leave to extend my remarks in the CoN­
cRESSIONAL RECORD, I wish to include the 
following editorial from the January 31, 
1951, issue of the Southwest Citizen pub­
lished at Lake Charles, La.: 

WHY ROCK THE SHIP OF STATE? 

For a number of years now, the New Dcal's 
Fair Employment Practices Commission has 
been a hot political potato. The greatest 
opposition to it has come from the South 
and passnge o! the bill has been effectively 
prevented in Congress. 

The ostensible purpose o! the FEPC Is to 
protect minorities in competition for jobs 
and to assure them a square deal. What the 
bill actually does, however, is to give bu­
reaucrats virtual control o! the hiring and 
firing in pri\'ate Industry. 

For Instance, if the member of a minority 
group-and there are hundreds of these 
groups for they consist not only of persons 
of certain races but also those of various 
political and religious complexions-applles 
for a Job as a bookkeeper and Is not hired, 
he may, if he thinks he did not get the job 
because of his minority status, take his case 
to the bureaucrats who could force the em• 
ployer to give specific reasons why the com­
plainant didn't get the Job. And if these 
reasons are not satisfactory, the employer 
can be forced to hire the man he rejected if, 
in the opinion of the Government, he is 
qualified to hold the job. 

Our own feeling Is that the proprietor of 
a business is entitled to hire or fire his 
workers as he sees fit and that It 1s not the 
Government"s business what his reason Is. 
It a businessman doesn't want to employ a 
Negro, an Indian, a Republican, or a member 
of any other minority group, he should not 
be forced to do it or even to be required to 
give his reasons therefor. 

The South has borne the brunt of the 
fight against the FEPC and has thus been 
saddled with the publlc opprobrium gen­
erated by the professional tub-thumpers who 

_ get paid In money or In votes for their noise. 
Yet there ls no real southerner who bears 
any 111 will toward the Negro or who wlll not 
do more than his share to educate him, to 
give him work for which he ls quallfled, t o 
help him get started in his own business. 
.And we note on every side that the Negroes 
who are making the greatest progress eco­
nomically are those who are getting the help 
of the southern white. Precious few or 
them are helped by the righteous orators 
who would exploit their minority status for 
political profit. 

We believe it can be said truthfully that, 
on the whole, the white and colored elements 
of our southern population get along to­
gether very well. Our Negroes have always 
participated enthusiastically in every local 
civic drive and program to improve our com­
munity. The white population has volun­
tarily instituted, and is largely paying for, a 
program tor better educational and sanlta• 
tion facllitlcs for our Negro frl~nds. The 

end e!Ject wlll be that colored men and 
women wm continually improve their quali­
fications tor better jobs. The white people 
know this and encourage it. And tllls effort 
wJll be continued. 

The pas age o! an FEPC bill thus is an 
extremely controversial matter and temp rs 
wm boil 1! such an attempt would be made 
now. It would seem unwise to push such 
proposed legislation through Congress when 
our entire energies should be voted to the 
tar more serious problems of organizing our 
national defenses and guiding the ship or 
state through the shoals or foreign threats. 
It would seem prudent to avoid int nse 
wrangllng over what are essentially peace­
time side issues. It should be the lo"icnl 
purpose of everyone from President Truman 
down, to do all possible to promote a national 
unity of purpose. 

Yet it ls now reported that the President, 
who has failed to get an FEPC through Con­
gress, will create it by executive flat. Under 
the cloak of the war emergency, he 1s pre­
paring to order FEPC in o effect as a wartime 
necessity solely by means of a White House 
order. This may or may not be polltlcally 
astute but the effect will be dama!!'lng to the 
Nation 's efl'ort tor It would breed grave sentt:. 
ments of distrust in his leadership. 

We hope that the President will reconsider 
the matter or that those advisers around him 
wlll succeed in persuading him that now is 
no time to rock the ship of state. 

An Irresponsible Budget 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. ZALES N. ECTON 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATF.8 

Monday, February 5 <legislative day of 
Monday, January 29), 1951 

Mr. ECTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed in 
the Appendix of the RECORD an editorial 
entitled ''An Irresponsible Budget," 
written by Henry Hazlitt, and published 
in Newsweek for January 29, 1951. 

There being no objection, the editorial 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 

AN IRRESPONSIBLE BUDGET 
(By Henry Hazlitt) 

Senator BYRD was using the language of 
restraint when he declared that President 
Truman's budget of 71,000,000,000 for the 
next fiscal year wa:; "the very height of 
fiscal irresponsibility." Mr. Truman no 
longer seems to attach any meaning to fig­
ures, or even to pledges. He has repeatedly 
promised "rigid economy In nondefense ac­
tivities." And he solemnly continues his 
Hp-service to "strict conomy" in the very 
budget in which, as Senator BYRD points out, 
proposed nondefense pending Is increa ed 
"to the highest level In the history of the 
Nation." 

Mr. Truman threw In practically the whole 
Fair Deal spending program-compulsory 
health insurance, bigger unemployment ben­
efits, Federal subsidies to education, includ­
ing nursery schools, more public power proj­
ects, including the St. Lawrence seaway, 
more Go\'ernment housing, more handouts 
to foreign countries for "economic recov­
ery," and on top of all this, the Brannan 
!arm plan, the year-to-year cost of which 

lndetermina ble. 
It may be doubt d he her Mr. Truman 

seriously Intended this as a budget or meant 
it only as n campnl~n documf'nt.-so that, 1n 
1952, he can tell the preswre groups that 

' 
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President Harry s. Trwnan, 
Office of The Whitehouse, 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear President Truman: 

1840 Marloes Avenue, 
East Cleveland 12, Ohio 
December JO, 1950 

Today a very small fraction ot our people have the opportunity to speak so their 
voices may be heard by a:ny large number of our American people and by other peoples 
of the world. Those who have the power to get their views expressed through com­
mentators and the like by way of radio, television, newspapers, magazines and 
moving pictures have an opportunity to influence millions of minds. Those "Wfho do 
not have this power do not have this opportunity. Through this inequality in our 
democratic land, perhaps the finest ideas by some of our best, most fully informed, 
most able and intelligent people are heard only by a very few or not at all. Some 
of these may try to do their democratic duty by writing to the people who represent 
them in government. 

Many people are very much concerned over the way we are being led or taken by those 
whose voices are heard and by many of our political leaders who, by the position 
the people have entrusted to them, also have a voice that is heard. We are con­
cerned that we are being told that we are in great danger; that we may be attacked 
and that we ·must spend billions of the wealth of our land for preparations for 
another war now. 

Since it is the people who pay for war with their life and substance, we have the 
right to have our questions answered fully and convincingly as to why these things 
should be and the people themselves should make final decisions. 

Is it Russia and China or who that we think of fighting? I think it is known far 
and wide that those who have a large voice on radio, pictures and in the press 
would answer this question, yes, Russia and now, perhaps, they would include China. 
But why is this statement made? It is time we examine such statements with great­
est care. Put away false fears and blind prejudices and look honestly with clear 
vision at what is before us. 

There is very convincing evidence for anyone who wishes to consider with open mind 
that neither Russia nor China want war at all either ~ow or in the future. Two 
basic reasons can be stated. First, their systems do not require war to keep them 
running prosperously and progressively toward better conditions. In fact, war 
impoverishes and affects their systems adversely and is therefore not wanted and 
is looked upon as an evil. The German invasion retarded their progress and threats 
against them now are causing them to put much into arms that could go toward im­
provement of their living conditions of their people. 

Second, the development of vast projects in their homelands designed to lift the 
standards of living higher and higher for all the people, such as redirecting the 
course of a river so as to create great new fertile areas that may produce food 
and other materials for better living for tens of millions of people. War would 
retard and may even stop such projects and would make it difficult to carry out 
their planned program. 



• From listening to your speeches and reading your statements, it seems you think 
some of our freedoms are about to be lost or to be taken from us. If so, who is 
going to take them from us? Who is endangering us? And how so? 

Are the new laws making new freedoms in China endangering us? Such laws as Pearl 
Buck recently reports. namely the freedom of men and women to choose their own 
marriage mates, doing away with parent-made matches, the ending of child marriages, 
the abolition of concubinage and the establishment of equality of the sexes? 

Or the report of the New York Times correspondent in Moscow, Mr. Harrison E. Salis­
bury, writing in New York Times, October 10th through October 14th, 1950, wherein 
he stated that Moscow is in full swing of intensified construction work, building 
new apartment houses, new highways and hospitals and that similar reports come from 
other cities in the land of Russia. He says there are no ques in front of food 
stores and speaks of lower prices of commodities and improved quality. He says 
further that there is no panic buying of foods or consumer goods, as might be ex­
pected if the general public felt that war was nea~ or likely ••.• He goes on to say 
that, 11there has been a steady increase in the quality of pots and pans, copper and 
brass Samovars, lighting fixtures, etc •.•• If the Soviet Government is making avail~ 
able to ordinary citizens increasing quantities of items made from cotton. wool. 
leather,brass, aluminum and steel, it would appear that the Kremlin does not anti­
cipat~ requiring these basic materials for war prod\lction at an early date." 

Or the building of a hundred new cities in Russia as related some time ago in the 
United ations orld. 

e ask again - Are such developments as these thre&tening to take away any freedoms 
cherished by the great American people? 

The methods they are reported to have used to obtain their ends 
able to us at all, but do these methods need to be used by us? 
in our way threatened by the methods they use among themselves? 

may not be accept­
Are any good things 

In the Non-Denominational, Non-Partisan Newsletter, "Between the Lines", of December 
4th, 1950, is the following statement: "There have been no factual or concrete 
evidences produced by anyone any place that the Russians are preparing to strike 
against the Democratic West now, soon or in the forseeable future. The substantial 
documentary evidence points far more certainly toward the Russian intention to avoid 
war with the U.S. while they continue the traditional Communist revolutionary tactic 
of conquering by internal subversive methods •.. But such methods make no inroads in 
countries with a fair and just democratic society. Even Sweden, Finland, Denmark, 
Norway, all close to Russia, are free and prosperous - with Communism no serious 
threat. Only under decadent social and economic conditions does Communism make 
substantial gains." 

A war with either Russia, China or both could easily prepare the soil and atmosphere 
in which not only Communism would flourish but other "isms" even less desirable. 

We learn through church representatives who have recently returned from the near 
East and Africa that because of Communism some ind~strialists in these areas have 
felt they must improve the conditions of their employee~ and give them better pay. 
This appears to be curtailing the freedom to exploit others. Is this a freedom 
that you fear may be taken from us? 

Just by whom and how and where are our freedoms be'ng threatened1 and what certain 
freedoms are being endangered? 

For years, we have been concerned about your attitude and your policy. Our State 



J Department and Executive Offices have been sending out so many statements of fear 
and hate and threatenings toward others that it gives us grave concern. There is a 
great law that what one sends out that is what he receives in return. "Be not de­
ceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

There is a growing and deepening conviction that we are being led down a negative 
road toward absolutely unnecessary loss and destruction. 

What do we want the Russians to do? Why are our present leaders of the Nation and 
interests who have a voice that is heard, so bitterly opposed to Russia? 

One answer to the first question that I have heard given is that ''We want Russia to 

let us alone." This brings the question - Are they not letting us alone? If not, 
how are they interfering with us? And where are they bothering or interfering with 

us? Some answers may be in Korea, in Greece, in Tibet, in Indo China, etc ••• Just 
where is Korea? Where are Greece and Tibet and where is Indo China? And what are 
the historical facts leading up to the present conditions and action that is now 
taking place in these countries? 

Let's be re•sonably fair and ask ourselves some honest questions. If Russia or any 
other European or Asiatic nation was acting on the American continent in riations 
bordering on our country like we are acting in Asia and Europe, who would we be sure 

was bothering and interfering with whom? Would we be as patient as they? What 
about our worldwide bases and our large Navy? Have they the same? 

When did we become the whole world? Once the Monroe Doctrine was stated regarding 
the Americas in the Western Hemisphere. ow it appears some Americans want to take 
in the whole earth. If any other wishes to proclaim and use the same kind of a 
doctrine in their sphere or area these seem to think it our duty to deny them the 
right - the same right as we proclaim as our right in our area. 

Just who is threatening and bothering who"fn~If some person would stretch himself 
out on your doorstep and say, "Don't step on me or I'll hurt you", what would you 
think? It is possible for us to extend ourselves around and about another to such 
an extent that the other can hardly move without touching us and appear to bother 
or interfere with us. Nations ro,J.y do likewise. It seems that those who are direct­
ing the policy of our people are now doing just such a thing. It will be wise for 
us to come to a realization of this truth and change our course. The patience of 
others may not last long enough. 

Just what do the people mean who make such sta.tements as, "We want Russia or China 
to let us alone." Do they mean that those countries should change their social 
and e~onomic systems so that their further success may not disturb those in our land 

who wish to keep the "Status Quo" whether good or evil? 

The point is - i~ there any real and justifiable cause for a quarrel at all? Can 

each way not be given full freedom to develop and operate, freed of war and arma­
ment burdens, and then give due recognition to the way that succeeds in giving the 

greatest number of people the best and most abundant way of life? This is the way 
of competition. Do we believe in it? 

It has been said that we as a country have a conscience and when we see a people 
oppressed or attacked we go to aid or liberate them, Vhy then are we found some­
times on the side of the oppressor as well as of the liberator? Examples - Dutch 
East Indies, French Indo China and African areas •. And just when did we have this 
awakening of conscience? Consider the past history of Great Britain and India and 
our past dealings with China and the like, as well as our attack on Russia after 
World · ar I, 
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If there i.s any inclination toward war against us in China and Russia, your attitude, 
your spirit and action toward them could surely be a chief cause for such an inclin­
ation. As a Veteran and Father of three Veterans the writer has a deep love and a 
great faith in democracy. He believes it should be great, good, friendly and co­
operative, always sponsoring and leading in a great positive program for our Nation 
end for all peoples. He further believes in democracy among nations - that is, 
that they may have the right to choose their own way without interference and that 
they have the right equally with all others to express their convictions and tell of 
their way the same as we like to do and have done for many years. 

We can see no good future for a negative program of attempts at restriction, fear 
and hate. Therefore, the writer cannot support your program of fear, hate and war 
for it leads to the blind alleys of poverty and destruction. 

Just what is your ultimate goal? Let's take a long honest look in proper perspect­
ive. Vlhere will the present policy eventually take us? What's at the end of the 
road of fear, hate, distrust, destruction and war? Is it anything the great 
American people want? Let us consider our course. If we have taken the wrong road, 
is it logical or sane that we continue just because we have started on that way? 
This attitude is perhaps one of the greatest mistakes made over and over again as 
history's record of past wars does show. The prestige and honor of our Nation would 
be greatly enhanced should we have the courage to admit a wrong course and change 
that course. It may be unusual and establish a precedent. Today we need to estab­
lish just such a precedent. 

Is it your objective to make all nations like our nation and controlled by our lead­
ers? There is a way to this objective but it is not by guns and bombs nor by fear 
and hate, but by superior unselfish service to all humanity. 

An economy dependent upon war, while filling the pockets of a few with the golden 
tinsel of purchasing power, creates a false sense of prosperity and impoverishes the 
whole land. It is sheer economic ·:aste of the great wealth it has taken Nature eons 
of time to prepare. 

The Historian, Arnold J. Toynbee, says in his preface to "War and Civilization" -
''War has proved to have been the proximate cause of the breakdown of every civili­
zation which is known for certaintto have broken down, insofar as it has been 
possible to analyze the nature of these breakdowns and to account for their occur­
rence"•••••"War proves himself a Moloch by devouring an ever larger share of the 
increasing fruits of Man's industry and intelligence in the process of taking an 
ever larger toll of life and happiness; •••. War reveals itself as being a cancer 
which is bound to prove fatal to its victim unless he can cut it out and cast it 
from him, since its malignant tissues have now learnt to grow faster than the 
healthy tissues on which they feed." 

Today all we need do to realize that this is actually coming true in our America is 
to look at present and future military plans for expenditure as compared to plans 
for consumer living expenditure and constructive development. 

Again Toynbee says: "There is nothing to prevent our Western Civilization from fol­
lowing historical precedent if it chooses, by committing suicide." But he adds, 
"It is open to us through our own efforts to give history, in our case, some new and 
unprecedented turn ••.• It is up to us." Paramhansa Yogananda writes, "This new 

tomic Age will see men's minds sobered and broadened by the now scientifically in­
disputable truth that matter is in reality a concentrate of energy. Finer forces 
of the human mind can and must liberate energies greater than those within stones 
and metals, lest the material atomic giant newly unleashed turn on the world in 
mindless destruction." 

-4-



1re Americans have everything to make a great and ~lorious civilization: intelli­
gence, skill, wonderful machines, marvelous ways of communication. All we need is 
the Good Will to put it all together and make a wonderful life here and now for us 
all. le need nothing else. No other country is to blame if we fail. We ourselves 
have the power and the responsibility. Other ways need not be a hindrance but they 
may be a stimulant to a positive program. Yes, these ways may be mads a real 
blessing, causing our economy to leave its old ruts and to provide better things for 
our people than they have ever known. Is it our way to want to destroy our compet­
itor or to plan to win in a constructive way1 

Let us face this squarelyS Just why are you afraid? What is it that you fear? 
Could it be that you fear the idea they are promoting may become attractive to too 
many people? If so, why1 Is this something to quarrel about even to murdering 
each other? 

If this be true, about the only really good thing we can do about it which will be 
effective is to honestly and completely examine our way and corret and overcome its 
faults and fallacies and improve it so as to make it so good and to work so well for 
all our people that we become a glorious example to all peoples of the earth. Those 
who would draw our attention away from such an examination and real improvement of 
our way, even to the extent of taking us into another war, are possibly the best 
allies to any real enemies we may have, Not only allies to our enemies but they 
may be allies to the enemies of all humanity. 

Charles A. Lindberg wisely said: "The improvement of our way of life is more im­
portant than the spreading of it. If we make it satisfactory enough, it will spread 
automatically. If we do not, no strength of arms can permanently impose it." 

Vera Dean has written: "If our ideas cannot stand up against Russian ideas, we had 
better revamp our ideas." 

If our way is to be worthy of being called "The way of the liberator" or the "Way of 
a Savior", some basic things in it must be changed. The control of finance and 
credit must be taken from the few and given to all the people to whom it rightfully 
belongs. The unsound and unfair division of income must be corrected and the people 
must have their real voice in all the affairs of their country, especially on the 
question of war and peace. 

The following are some suggestions concerning our foreign and domestic policies that 
a number of intelligent American people think good, 

1. The United States should exert every effort to make the United Nations universal. 
The prevailing new government of China should be recognized. This action is late 
now. This would remove a barrier that now divides the United ations and that has 
caused trouble. 

2. We, the United States, should transfer our self assumed illegal policing of the 
world to the legally established United Nations in reality and not only in form. 

3• In Korea, the United Nations should stop military action and initiate negotia­
tions for the mediation of differences. 

4. The three great nations, China, United States and Russia should find ways to 
work and trade together for their mutual benefit. Great power for good is being 
wasted and lost through the present attitude and action. Regardless of anything, we 
should if necessary be the first to go all out to cause this to become a fact. We 
should take every action and make every move to establish confidence in our sincer­
ity so to do. Especially since we profess to be the enlightened Christian Nation. 

-5-



5• The McMahon and Tydings proposals should be made a part of our program~• 

Part four is especially important for the establishment of s9\,lnd conditions for real 
Peace. The three great nations, China, Russia and the United States, should f i nd a 
way to work and trade together for their ~utual benefit and for the great benefit 
of the living standards of their peoples as well as the other peoples of the earth. 

Our way suffers most because of the present attitude and policy, for our way demands 
expanding markets and increasing tra~e for its well being an~ progress. We $t pres­
ent are shutting ourselves from tremendOUli opportunities for constructive expansion 
and development of our trade and influence• Today hundreds of millions Qf awaken­
ing people stand ready to become our prospective customers for the things that will 
make their lives and our lives better. 

We are now attempting to stimulate our trade by use of fear, hate and the trade in 
the instruments of death and destruction, and by war it$elf; and also by subsidies, 
hoarding and the destruction of surpluses. These we are trying to substitute for 
the constructive trade opportunities that are being wasted and lost. 

It has been held and advocateq that the way of these other nations is faulty and can 
not possibly succeed. If this be true, we need not fea~ results if we trade freely 
with them in a friendly manner since this trade will strengthen and develop our way 
greatly ap.d will also hasten the development of their program toward its consumma­
tion. tt$ in~vitable collapse. If it can exist and spread only in the soil and at­
mosphere of ~isery and want, better conditions will cause it to pass away. 

If these assumptioI).s shoqld prove not to be true, and should the other nations pros­
perpe~ and succeed in giving their people a life as abundant and free or even more 
abundant and free than our way, should not all of us be happier and be willing to 
give them honor and credit? 

Such a course freely and whole heartedly followed can be and is a solution to the 
present problem. One part of our world should and ca~ c9mplement the other part for 
the greater gooQ and glory of poth. 

As the writer understandij it, the task of the United Nations is not to overpower and 
punish nations or peoples, but to cause or assist in causing the creation of the 
conditi~ns that bring real la.sting peace, 

You have had and now have great power. tt is not se1risq power but the right use 
of power tnat bringe the real glory to you and to our lancl. Charles A. Beard ob• 
served that one of the lessons he learned from history was, "Whom the Gods would 
destroy they first make mad with power." You have power but it need not make yoti 
"mad", You can use tpis power to bestow the most marvelou3 blessings on this nation 
and the world'~ people. 

On the first Christmas, the angels said tp the shepherds, "Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, whioh shall be to all p~ople. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ toe Lord •••• And sudden­
ly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." 

When this Savior grew to manhood, he showed clearly the way of life including treat­
ment of our enemies. He said, "Ye have heard it said that it hath been said, •Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy' But I say unto you, •Love your enem­
ies, bless them that curse you, and do good to them that hate you, and p:r-ay for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye ~y be the children ofyour 
Father which is in heaven• • " 
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He also said, "With what measure you mete, it shall be measures to you again." 

There is a story of one who sought peace and happiness and life's highest satis­
factions. He sought in wealth, in worldly pleasure, in lust, in politics and in 
power. In all of these he found nothing but emptiness. Then he found unselfish 
love. This is the one thing that never faileth. 

We can make enemies or friends by what we say and do. Strange it is that it now 
appears to be more patriotic to make enemies than to make friends. If a normal 
friendly attitude is shown, the handy little word appeasement is apt to be heard. 
It is one of those measley little expressions used as 'scarecrows' now placed at the 
gateways to the paths to peace. It seems that such expressions are made to frighten 
us from the fruits of real and lasting peace. 

The way to peace and understanding among nations is just the same as the way to 
peace and understanding among neighbors. Love God and love your neighbor as your­
self, and use the Golden Rule in your dealings with all others. 

Paul Brunton once said, "The pith of the world problem is too plain for this complex 
age to comprehend." 

Ruth Cranston closes her fine Book, "World Faith", with these words: "Peace and good 
life will come when our life as a world, as nations~ as individuals is built upon 
the unity and interdependence of men, and the worth of individual man that all our 
great Prophets taught: that is the Law and the Truth for us." •••• All the intelli­
gence is there at our hand - the technical skills, the marvelous machinery, the 
streamlined modern communications: everything to build a superb and satisfying 
civilization. The way is just the same as it always has been. The question is are 
we, even at this eleventh and three-quarters hour, going to take it? There they 
stand, those eternal Figures with their clear seeing eyes, telling it to~• us across 
the ages." 

"The unity of all life ... the interdependence of all men. Love God. Serve your 
neighbor. Cease fighting and exploiting and destroying. Give up the life of the 
old savage man of the jungle. Join hands together as one family. Become the gods, 
the free souls, you were meant to be. Build the kingdom of heaven here on earth." 

"This is the way. r alk ye in it." 

It is time all Americans unite i n a positive constructive program. A program made 
in accord with the hi ghest ideas, moral, spiritual and ethical~ of the founders of 
the religion we profess to have and follow. It is time we make a complete examina­
tion of our ways, correct the faults and make real democracy work in our whole life, 
political, economic and social. Our democratic, spiritual and ethical standards 
must not only be the dominant, controlling power in our individual lives but they 
must al$O be the dominant controlling power in the social, economic and political 
life of which each individual is a part. 

Respectfully yours, 
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1840 1oN J: 1118 

Clewland 12• Ohio 

dear 

Thank you 1'ar your nd latter ot I re t, 1ibat 

l'9 ana m repr'1Dta ot ,q radio Attt1IW'all•• 

yours• 
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Te&.phone CE ntral 6-0825 
SALK, WARD & SALK, INC. 

Ans el Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Mortgage Bankers 
11 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS 

April 9, 1951 

Attention: Secretary to Rabbi Silver 

Gentlemen: 

I have misplaced your letter replying to mine of April 2nd, 
making it necessary to address this letter as I did. 

I am enclosing 25¢ in stamps to cover costs of mailing 
two pamphlets - "Letter to Truman" and "Rearming of Germany". 

At the same time, I should like to order 10 each of the 
above t-wo pamphlets. Will you please advise me as to 
charges for saIDe. 

S~rely youras, f n 

~ ~ , 
Erwin A. Salk 

EAS:es 
Enc. 

• 

MEMBEII CHICAGO MORTQAGE ■ANKER• AaaOCIATION • MORTGAGE ■ANKl:lla AaaOC:IATION 01' AMIERICA 

CHICAGO RIIAL EaTATll ■OAIID • NATIONAL Aa90CIATION 01" REAL ESTATE BOARDS 
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llr. lrwila •• Salk 
11 South La 8&lle St.net 
Chicago s, IllJJaoia 

Dear llr. Sal.kt 

April ll, 1951 

la reply to 7cur 1 tter ot .&pril 9th, the t.U obarp a not tor 
•U1Jll bot tor prating coete tor eaoh i,aa11,1hlet. •ec0Jd1.Dll.7, 
there dll ••charge ot ts.oo tor the 20 puaphl.eta hich yo 
r9'lue1t. u aooa aa I he troa 011, I twad tel7 to ar4 
tha to 7011. 

Slnoe •1¥ oura• 

to la 1 Silwr 
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MEMORANDUM FROM 

LOUIS BROMFIELD 

My Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I appreciate mor8 than I 
can say you send 1n3 me your "let~Pr to Mr . Truman". 
It 1e aec1dedlv one of the eounae~t 9nd most ., 
br1ll19~t summations of the s1tu3t1on that I have 
co:Tle across. You are to be cCY.Pp11mented for 
conce1v1ne, telling and d1str1but1n~ 1t. 

~1th the beet of w1shee, 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 

( LUCAS, OHIO 

} PCNN., MANSF"IELD. OHIO 

==- , N . Y. CENTRAL. GALION. O. 

~A~ 
Lovie Bro1Jf1eld. 

MALABAR FARM 

LUOAB.ODIO 
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