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July 10, 1952 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Please accept the President's thanks for 
your mesaa e comnending his action in vetoing the 
McCarran-Walters Bill. In his message returning 
the Immigration and Nationality Act to the House ot 
Representatives without his approval, he stated his 
conviction that the bill was a step backward in the 
inmigration and naturalization policy of our country. 
Unfortunately this action by the President fai l ed by 
two votes of being sustained i n the Senate. 

With the thought that you mi ~ht like to 
have a copy of the President' veto message for your 
ready reference, I am taking the liberty of sending 
you a copy herewith. 

Very sincerely yours, 

c, , .o~ 
w.ILLIAM D. HASSETT 

Secretary to the President 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Chairman, 
American Zionist Emergency Council, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Enclosure. 
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PRESS RELEASE 
[rom: AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR THE 

WEIZMANN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE 

250 West 57th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 

J Udson 6--4500 Deo•b•f 3, 1953 

Speech by former President B&rrJ S. !NIILn 

to be delivered before the Decennial Dlnner 
of the 

.American Committee for the Weismann Institute of science 
at the 

Waldorf Astoria Hotel, Bew Tork CitT 
December 3, 1953 

Hold for release up0n delivery. lfo portion of thia text ahould be uaed or 

quoted before delivery. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - -

Thie is an occasion dedicated to the memory of Cbaill VeisNDP. , 

I knew and respected him as a atateaman and aa a person. Bew.a one 

of the great men of hie time. 

Be waa a pre-eminent 1cienti1t, and a leader in th• field of 

organic chemistry. Throughout his acienttftc career, ho~r. he 

worked tireleaslr to realise the national aap1rat1ona of the Jev1ah 

people. 

Throuch science, he aerved the cauae of mankind, and the cau•e 

of Great Britain, hie adopted country. Bia brilliant re•e&rch in th• 

field of explosives helped the Allies to w1n \he Yir■, World War. Vhen 

the British Government wiahed to honor hia for thia diatinguiahed 

service, he asked nothinc for himaelf. Instead, he aeked tor recopition 

for the claims of his people. And fro■ this re4ueat came the Balfour 

Declaration. 

There ia much in the atory of Dr. ~eimenn to remind ua of the 

earlier atory of Nehemiah, who roae to the position of cup-bearer to 

the Persian king, and then aaked and obtained the pr1Tilec• of rebuildinc 

the city of his fathers, Jerusalem. ... 

(more) 
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The life ot Dr . .,e1 ann ia one we have seen outselvm,in our 

o time, d the life of Nehemiah is almost hidden from us in the ~&Bt, 

but both were ins~ired by the same faith, and the same loyalty to a p.;reat 

ide . This is the faith that is bein~ celebrated by the Jewish community 

tbroU8hout the world in t his t ime of the Feast of Lights--commemorating 

the great vic tory of the Maccabees in their struggle for religious f reedom. 

I am glad that you have asked me to ~artici~ate tonie,ht in honoring 

the memory of President Weizmann. And I am glad to encoura~e you i n the 

work you are doing to surJT)Ort the 1!eizmann Institute, a center of science 

that mean• so much to the fut\Ue of t he new state of I srael and to the 

whole i-iiddle East. 

The future of Israel is an issue of great concern to many of ua 

here tonight. Whatever our relip;ious faith may be, it is an imiiortant 

matter to all ~mericans . .lilld I want to talk about it as it converne 

the interests of the United States. 

As .Americana, we look at Israel not only as a newborn and friendly 

democracy, but also as -,art of the whole ll iddle East. Our country has had 

a long and &1Jl!:)athetic interest in the ,eo~les of that area. Our interest 

there antedates the creation of Israel. 

not only as a government, but as a :oeo"1le, we have lonf shown our 

■ ympathy for and our desire to help the ...,eonles of the Uid<lle ?,as t. :Ref ore 

the Ottoman Em~ire fell, American missionaries and American educators had 

established colleges and universities in those countries -- in ~gynt, in 

Lebanon, in Syria, in Turkey. These institutions of learnin« helped to 

revitalize Arab culture. i.fany of the leaders in the movement toward '1-ab 

nationalism were educated by .&nericane. 

When the Ottoman 3m-,ire broke u:,, after World 1'/ar I. President 

Wilaon•• Fourteen Points o~ened the way to the Arab leaders to create new 

and independent nations in the area. President Wilson even sent a fact

finding mission to the Middle East, which hel~ed to lay the ground.work 

for the future inde~endence of the Arab nations. Our friendly intere■t 

did not cea•• during ,11e ~r1od between the two vara, and after Vorl4 War II, 

we u■ed our influence to achieve com,,.,lete 1nd81'endence for Syria and 

Lebanon. Through the United Nations, ,-,e su-,,...,orted the creation of the 

newe■ t Arab atate, that of Libya. 

(more) 
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Our interest in the creation of an inde~endent state for the 

Jewish :people in the i-iiddle ~ast was consistent with the olicie we 

had been following with respect to the other ~eonles in the area. It 

was not an act of favoritism. Th 'ni ed States, by a resolution of 

Congress in 1922, sun~orted the establishment of an inde~endent Jewish 

homeland. Twenty-five years later, \·re s~onsored the recommendations 

of the United Nations Commission which led to the establishment of the 

State of Israel. We hoped for a r:> eaceful launchinf! of the new state 

under the "')rotection of the United :rations. We did not antici"'.>ate the 

outbreak of hostilities in Palestine. And we are proud of the great 

services rendered in bringing abont an armistice by one of our moat 

distinguished Americans, Dr. Ral1h ~unche. 

It is im·,ortant to recall all these facts at the T)resent 

time. In the heat of :?resent controversies 1 t is eas:,r to lo~e lip.ht 

of the larger ners~ective -- of the whole of which Israel is a .,,art. 

It is eae7 to for~et that our country has consistently encouraged the 

right of the neor:>les of the i•liddl e Elis t to national inde"iendence and 

self-Povernment. It is easy o overlook the fact that we have helped 

and continue to help these coun ries with education and technical 

assistance. 

Eut these are the fact~. And ns 'lf!e have an interest in thi@ 

area of the world -- an interest in seeine, these ~eonle achieve 

self-government and inde.,,en~ence and economic and social proerese -

so we also have a res~onsibility. 

We have the ree~onslbility of ~romoting neace between these new 

nations. 

The fact !a that we cannot enect new nations to be built 

without trouble or difficulty or, sometimes, to find their places 

beside one another without friction and controversy. But since we 

took part in the creation, we must continue to take ,art in solving 

the difficulties. The situation in the Middle East holds out so much 

for the benefit of the ~eo~les there and for our whole democratic 

civilization that we must do all we can to hel.,.,. 

It is also imnortant to recall another thing about the hietory 

of our nolitcies in the Middle East. Our nolicies there have never been 

partisan ones. Our interest in the Arab States has not been a Democratic 

( more) 



polic7 or a Republican polic7. Our intere1t in Israel, our triandahip 

for Iara.el, 1• the product of a bi-partisan foreign polic7. I belieYe 

that the first American ~resident to approve the idea ot an independent 

Jewi1h atate in Palestine was John Adams. 

American diplomata, including Secretary of State John Ha.¥. 

encouraged the earl1 Jewi ■h aettlera in Palestine in the late 19th 

century. Th• first bill for aid to Israel bad bi-partisan 1ponaor1hip, 

includinc the late Senator Taft. American support for Israel's 

independence today 11 the eupport of our whole people, and not the 

aupport of one o• the other of our great political pa.rtiee. 

On this nrm foundation of the past, I am sure we can follow a 

united national polic7 that will bring about a happ7 tuture. 

Por it la clear that we must have a united polic7 and work 

for a 1ettlement of the preaent international difficultiea in the 

Middle last. The present ten1ion between Israel and ita neighbor■ 

11 undermininc the whole life of the area, and blocking every path 

to progreaa. Unleaa the parties will sit down and negotiate their 

d1fference1, the present condition of amolderinc violence will lead 

,o grayer dancer■ and new diaaatertt. 

We 1hould, therefore, do all we can to get the pa.rtiea to 

bargain. And we 1hould make it clear that we are concerned to aee 

that Justice ie done. The people who chose Dr. Weizmann for their 

leader will not, I am aure, ask for anything beyond the bounds of 

Justice. 

It 11 no ••r•ice to an7one to tolerate the delusion that the 

achieTementa of the laet ■even years can be wiped out. We ■hould alao 

•ke it clear that Israel 11 here to at&7. 
. 

If the international ten■ ion can be lessened, and if acreement■ 

can be reached, then the way ia opened for the developnent of the area, 

for an inorea1e in ita pro1perity and for the raising of the etandarda 

of 11 nnc for &11 1 \1 people. I • particularly intereatecl in the 

4-Telopaent of the water reaource■ of the area.· I even daN to think 

,bat the Jordan Valle7 •7 have the beneti t1 of that kind ot cleTelopaen, 

vhioh, in 1••• than twenty year■, has changed our own Tenneaaee Valley 

from an economic headache to a pro1perour1 region. 

(■ore) 
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When I ,.,as President. the lea4era of Israel ta_lked with me 

about their ~lan1 for the develo,ment of their country. Some of their 

proJecta, ■uch aa the 'l')I'O~o•al for 1ncreas1n« the flow and the pcwer 

potential ot the lower Jordan, are breathtaking. lN.t I am conYinced 

that the po1aibilitie1 are there. and that determination and hard work 

and the techniques of modern acience can bring forth new rich•• from 

the aoil of Israel. In all this, the Weizmann Institute. which baa 

already blazed the way in research, will have a great :,,art. 

The poa11b111ties of this kind of develo~ent extend all 

acroea the l-i1ddle East. The Arab countr iea are turning to the develo-, .. 

ment of their age-old river resources, and to the restoration ot their 

aoil. Through our Point IV ~rograma_ we have been helping and encouraging 

thia work wherever we can. Our eroerte have had their casualtiea in 

this war against poverty just as our fighting men have had their battle 

losses. You know that Dr. Rennett, the man I •~~ointed to run Point IV, , 
and his etaff were killed in a ~lane accident on their way to Iran. 

Theee Point IV ::,ro ,"Tams in the l!iddle ~at are new. Their 

results will be felt increasingly as time ~es on . I horye ve will 

continue them and eX":>end them. They are the ~r esent day ~es■ion 

of the interest and fr1endsh1--, .,,e have had for ao many years for the 

Arab countries. 3ut when real ~eace comes between the Arab oountrie• and 

l ■rael, this work will na turelly increase by leaps and bounds. Llke ~o4 

neighbors, these countries can then hel~ each other to hel~ themaelvea. 

It 1s our duty, therefore, to do what we can to bring about 

a just and lastin 1 peace in the troubled area of the Middle Eaet. ~ 

permanent settlement of the issues t here cannot be accomnl&shed by 

toroe or coercion. I t must be accom~lished through the use &f the 

instruments whi ch t he Un i t ed i!a t i ons ,~ives us -- the nower of world 

o~inion, the moral obl i ~ations of t he Charter, the tools of debate, 

negotiation and reconciliati on . 

We in this fortunate and ~r osryerous count ry of the United 

States can never be indiffer en t to the fate of Israel. Thia 11 not 

a matt er th~ can be weie)led on ma t erial scales alone . It is not 

a matter of strate 

and more imnortant. 

or defense. Our sym. athla for I srael i s dee~er 

Our Ylf1':) thy for Israel ,rings first from our consciou1ne1a ot 

our own national id al . Ever inc our own struR l for independence 

more 
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i n 1776, we have aided and supported other peoples in their efforts 

to achieve independence and self-government. We coul d not be true to 

ourselves and t o our own history if we did not assi s t Israel and the 

other countries i n the Middle East t o achi eve a nd mai nt a i n their 

independence. 

Furthermore , we know tha t I s rae l , a s a democracy, wi ll stand 

with the other free nations of t he worl d aga i nst communism. 

Our sympathy for Israel ha s another source. All Americans 

were horrified by the terrible crimes agains t t he Jews committed by 

Hitler. All Americans today condemn the persecutions inflicted on 

the Jews behind the Iron curtain. Israel has given the survivors of 

these atrocities a new life. Israel today is welcoming Jewish refugee• 

from all over the world. This is a work in which we, as a Nation, have 

participated. It is a work which pulls at our heartstrings. For 

Israel, therefore, we have a great sense of admiration and gratitude. 

But beyond these things -- beyond the claims of our political 

belief•, and beyond our humanitarian principles - there is another and 

stroncer tie which binds us to Israel. Our religious thought and our 

religious faith have been molded by the great thinkers of ancient Israel. 

Throughout our history the voice of the Heb rew prophets has spoken to us. 

It is a voice both stern and full of hope. I t has held before us a set 

of ethical principles. It is a voice which speaks of God and His nearne1e 

to man and of His demands upon the life of man both as an individual and 

a nation. 

The places in the Holy Land are names llhich have been ta~t to 

us in church and Sunday school for generations. But they are more than 

names - they are more than villages and hill towns in a land abused for 

centuries and now in the process of rebirth. They are, rather, milestones 

in the moral and ethical life of mankind. They have become• part of our 

deeper spiritual thought because they are enshrined in that Book which 11 

the way of life. 

SUch tie1 aa these are too great and too strong ever to be denied. 

We are confident that those who are now creatinc a new Iara.el in an 

ancient land, will be true to the vision of their forefathers and to 

the light which the Hebrew prophets, so long ago, ant before the face 

of all men. 
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TERMINAL TOWER · CLEVELAND l,OHIO 

CYRUS S. EATON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOAR::> 

Dear abbi Silver: 

April 21, 1955 

To presPrve the papers and records of the Honorable Harry 
S. Truman, thirty-second President of the United States, and make 
the~ avail ble to the people in a pla e suit ble for study and res re , 
the Harry S. Truman Library will be constructed in Independence, 
Missouri, suburb of Kansas City. Plans ar movinrr ahead ctively, 
in fact I h ve been informed that oround will be broken on May 8th, 
President Truman's 71st birthday. 

Funds for t½.e library are being' raised throu<Yh a uiet cam
paign th t has been :,oing forward across th nation. A lready close to 

1, 150, 000 has been contributed . About $600, 000 is still needed. A 
modest portion of this amount it is hoped an be obtained in Cleveland 
and in Ohio. 

In order to afford the peopl of this area an opportunity to 
participate in the project, a civic inner honorino our former pres i
dent is to be held in Cleveland early in June. A number of promi
nent Ohioans of both political parties have asked me to serve s 
chairman of a committ e to sponsor this dinner, and they are joining 
me in this effort . 

To assure the complete success of the undertakin , certainly 
all sections of the state and of our community life should b repre
sented. I should be deli<Yhted to have you join us on the sponsoring 
committee . No meetin°s of the committee are planned, but your 
association and rood interest will be warmly appreciated. Will you 
let me know, please, if we may have this pleasure. I shall look for
ward to hearing from you . 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Te ple 
Euclid Avenue 
Clev land , Ohio 

Sincer ly yours, 



,, 
, 

Apri 26 , l 55 

• Cyrus •• •a ton 
'£h Che a ak at Ohio 11 ay Co pany 

nuina o er 
Clev land 1 , Ohio 

de r ·r . • t n a 

Tl k •ou for o ld.nd l t r or pr·1 21 t . 

soring c ttee of the dinner hi.ch ou are plannin 

in behalf of the Jarry ' • ruman brary • 

. 1th all ood ahee , I re n 

Very co i 11 yours, 

BA HILLEL IL 

arms 



CYRUS S . EATON 
CHA IRMAN OF THE BOARD 

1l'lEllE IHIJE§ lPJEAJKJE TID ({]) lEI Ir ((J) IR. 

TERMINAL TOWER•CLEVELAND l,OHIO 

((J)MJP. 'Yr 

/, 
f I l 

April 28 , 1955 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

Thank you ever so much. I am delighted 
that you will join us on the sponsoring committee . 

The civic dinner honoring former P resi
dent Truman will be held on Friday, June 3rd, at 
the Cleveland Hotel. It is hoped you will be able 
to attend and that you will interest your friends 
and associates in being with us on this occasion. 
Invitations to the dinner are now being prepared 
and will be sent out in another week or so . 

A gain my sincere appreciation to you 
for your willingness to help extend a warm greeting 
to our former president. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 



HARRY . TRUMA1 

FEDERAL RE ERVE B K B ILDI G 

K N CITY 6, :MI O RI 

July 7, 1955 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I appreciated most highly your pa.rtici?,ltion 
in the recent Cleveland dinner for the library 
which will house my papers and which will te turned 
over eventually to the Government of the United 
tates. 

It was a zoost heartwarmi meeting and com
pletely gratifying. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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