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THE TRACT COMMISSION

Under the Joint Auspices of
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations and the Central Conference of American Rabbis

HYMAN G. ENELOW, NEW YORK, CHAIRMAN
GEORGE ZEPIN, CINCINNATI, SECRETARY

MORRIS M. FEUERLICHT, INDIANAPOLIS SAMUEL HIRSHBERG, MILWAUKEE ISAAC 8. MOSES, New YORK

LEO. M. FRANKLIN, DETROIT JACOB H. KAPLAN, CINCINNATI ALFRED SELLIGMAN, LOUISVILLE

SAMUEL H. GOLDENSON, PITTSBURGH GERSON B. LEVI, CHIcAGO NATHAN STERN, NEW YORK
FELIX A. LEVY, CHicAGOo

62 DUTTENHOFER BUILDING

CINCINNATI, November 23, 1921.

Rebbi A, H. Silver,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Rabbi Silver,

We have now distributed two tracts. #l1, "What do
Jews Believe", by Dr. H, G. Enelow; tract #2, "The Jew in
America®, by Dr., David Philipson. We have distributed on
November 1st, tract #3, "Jew and Non-Jew", by Dr. Martin A,
Meyer, and for February lst, 1922, "Jewish Ethics", by Dr.
Samuel Schulman.

Members of the Tract Commission have suggested
that the area of distribution might be enlarged in two ways:
(a) Since our wailing list consists of non-Jewish recipients,
it might be well to publish the tracts in the Union Bulletin
in order to reach our Jewish mailing list, (b) It has been
suggested that copies of these tracts be furnished to the
congregaticns at a nominal ree of 1¢ apiece for distribution
at the services or by special committees, etc.

I am writing to secure your opinion with reference
to the feasibility of distributing these tracts in your con-
gregation.

Under separate cover I am sending you a bundle of
ten tracts for this purpose. There will be no charge for this
bundle. We will be glad to furnish bundles of twenty-five each
at 26¢ per bundle. This price includes postage.

You will confer a great favor upon us by advising
whether this method of distribution would be acceptable to your
congregation, and by advising us further, whether this task
of purchasing and distributing these shonld be undertaken by
the congregation or by the Sisterhood under = grant from the
congregation,

Awaiting your response, and thanking you in advance,
I beg to remain




Yovember thirtisth, 1921

Rabbi George Zepin,
62 Duttenhofer Building,
Cineinnati, Ohio.

ly dear Rabbi Zepin,
I believe that your idea of distributing

copies of your tracts ameng the Congregations of this
country is a good one, and I feel that many Congrega-
tions would be :zlad to avail themgelves of the eppor-

tunity of purchasing them at a penny aplewe,

With kindest regards, I beg teo reva’in

Very sincerely yours,




CHARLES SHOHL
FIRST NaTioNnAL Bank BLDG.

CINCINNATI

February
Twenty-seventh,
1928,

Rabbi Abba . Silver,
E. 55th & Central Ave.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Rabbi Silver:

Some time ago lir. Mahler wrote to us
stating that on account of advanced age he
would like to have us accept his resignation
as a member of our LExecutive Board. MNr.
Mahler, as you know, has also been chairman
of the Union's campaign in Cleveland.

I wrote to Mr. Mahler, asking him 1if
he could recommend someone to take his place.
He replied at the end of December stating that
he was referring my letter to lMr. Loewenstein,
the President. I have not heard further re-
garding the matter from either Mr. Nahler or
Mr. Loewenstein.

Before taklng any further steps with
regard to this matter, I would like to hear
from you concerning it. If you have anyone
in mind whom you would like to suggest, please
let me know. Needless to say, 1 am writing
this letter to you in confidence and will
accept your reply in the same spirit.

Hoping to hear from you and with kindest
regards, I beg to remain

esident.




March third, 1922

Mr. Charles Sholi},
First llational Bank Building,
Cinoinnati, Ohlo,

lly dear lir. Shehl,

Permmit me %o acknovledge receipt of
your letlor of February 27th. If lir. liahler has
definitely decided to retire from the Executive
Board of the Union, I would sugpest as his successor
lir. Penjanin Lowonstein.

Mr. Lowenstein is President of my Templee
a man d eply interested in religious affirs, and one,
I believe, who is in rather close contact with the
work of the mion, Ille participated in your last cam-
paign by addressing some of the nearby cammunities,
I think that he is amply qualified for the office,

Vith kindest regards, I an

Vory sincerely yours,




THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE
JEWISH BUREAU OF CIVIL. RIGHTS
SYNAGOG AND SCHOOL EXTENSION
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

CINCINNATI INa rch
Twentiietin
1 928,

Dre Aeile Silver,
Ee« Doth and Central Ave.,
Cleveland, Onio.

Dear Dre.Silver:

I nave acted upon your suggestion
ana nave wriiv.en to Mr. Lowensiein. Some
days nave passed without receiving a reply.

IT you will be so kind as to take
tnis mavier up witn him I will be under great
onligaitions to you.

Wiitn kindest greetings 1 beg to
remain
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THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE
JEWISH BUREAU OF CIVIL RIGHTS
SYNAGOG AND SCHOOL EXTENSION
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

CINCINNATI April 14. 1922.

Rabbl A, H. Silver, Member,
Board of Delegates.
Clevelarnd, Ohio.

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I enclose for your perusal a very important letter.
The same has been printed because I am prepared to send out quite
a number of copies and the printed form makes it easier to read.

Some months ago Dr. Stephen S. Wise announced the
fact that he was going to establish & new seminary for the training
of men for the Liberal Jewish ministry. Under ordinary circumstances
this announcement would not be an occasion for any action on the
part of the Union. However, Dr. Wise wrote and asked us for our
cooperation. You will see from Mr, Hays' letter, which I have
enclosed, that a Committee was appointed last May to confer with
Dr. Wise and to endeavor to digssvuade him from his project. The ef-
forts of the Committee were unsuccessful. Dr. Wise definitely
decided to open his college and forwarded to the Committee &
proposal which the Committee submitted to a Conference of members
of the Board of Governors and of the Executive Board of the Union
living in Cincinnati. Our answer as well as the proposal are given
at length in Mr. Hays' letter.

As far as we can see the College is fully &able to
supply 211 the rabbis needed for the Reform ministry. We have
about eighty students now and have accommodations for two hundred.
We are just on the point of building a dormitory to accommodate
one hundrasd and twenty-five students. 1 am of the opinion that
Dr, Wise's trip through the West, if successful, is apt to be
fraught with danger for our own institution.

I am sending this letter to you because you are &
member of the Board of Delegates. I wish you would read it care-
fully and let me have a statement of your opinion for my guidance.
I trust that you will approve the stand teken by the Conference
held in Cincinnati.

Awaiting your response, and with kindest regards
Faithfully yours,

President.




f Dr. Stephen S. Wise
Makes a Proposal

to the Union

The Committee’s Reply




The Committee’s Reply

New York,
April
Sixth,
1922.

Dr. Lee K. Frankel, Chairman,
Free Synagogue Committee,

| Madison Ave.,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Frankel:

In accordance with my last letter to you, dated March 29th, Mr. Ludwig Vogelstein
and I, representing our Committee, went to Cincinnati for the purpose of consulting the
governing bodies of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and the Hebrew Union
College, regarding your plan of opening a Rabbinical College in New York City, and your

proposal for co-operation.

We met with a group of fifteen gentlemen, consisting of members of the Executive
Board of the Union and members of the Board of Governors of the Hebrew Union College,
as many as could be summoned upon such short notice. We went over the whole situation.
We reviewed the ground covered at the several joint meetings of our two Committees.

WHAT THE COMMITTEE TRIED TO ACCOMPLISH

We explained to the gentlemen with whom we conferred in Cincinnati that our Com-
mittee had met with the Committee of the Free Synagogue of which you are the Chairman,
and that our Committee had endeavored to dissuade you from establishing such an Institute
of Religion. We repeated to them the grounds upon which we made this request of you.

First, that the Hebrew Union College fulfills all the needs of the situation, its training
being adequate, its faculty distinguished, its location ideal.

Secondly, the Hebrew Union College is now an historical institution; its graduates num-
ber over two hundred occupying the vast majority of the leading Jewish pulpits of America;
its claim to the gratitude of American Israel is based on achievements not to be set aside
easily nor to be disposed of lightly; the institution founded by Dr. Isaac M. Wise has an ina-
lienable claim not only upon the allegiance of every alumnus of the College, but upon every
congregation belonging to the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and upon every
man in the Liberal Jewish ministry; in short, that it is absolutely necessary to unite all efforts
in the support of the Hebrew Union College.

Further, we made clear to them that we had pointed out to your Committee that the Col-
lege represents a large financial investment in excellently equipped college buildings, an
unequalled library, and that it would soon have a dormitory. All of these are necessary
features of a college, and are the results of many years of painstaking effort and immeasur-
able sacrifice.




We stated to the meeting that seemingly all of our arguments had failed to influence
your Committee from proceeding with its plans, but that you had expressed the hope and
desire that the situation still permitted some form of co-operation and as a basis of such co-
operation, you submitted the following proposal:

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE’'S PROPOSAL

“1.—The Jewish Institute of Religion, a school for training
for the Jewish ministry, established by the Free Synagogue, is to
become an activity of the Union of American Hebrew Congre-
gation co-ordinate with the Hebrew Union College of Cincinnati.

*“2.—The Jewish Institute of Religion shall be an independent
and autonomous institution and no arrangement or agreement of
any kind shall qualify its independence or limit its autonomy.

““3,—The Board of Trustees (in number from five to twenty-
five) of the Jewish Institute of Religion which, being created by
the Free Synagogue, shall thereafter remain a self-perpetuating
body; shall include representation of not more than 20% of its
number to be appointed or elected by the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations.

“4.—There shall be such interchange of Professors, Students
and arrangements of student credits as may be deemed desirable
by the governing bodies of the Jewish Institute of Religion and
the Hebrew Union College, or the faculties thereof if so em-
powered.

“5—The Union of American Hebrew Congregations shall
make necessary budgetary provision for the Jewish Institute of
Religion for the first three years of this agreement, the budget
shall be the minimum sum of $45,000.00 per annum. At the
expiration of three years there shall be a re-appraisal of the bud-
getary needs of the Institute.

“6.—The officers of the Institute, including its President, Dr.
Wise, shall, upon the acceptance of the plan herein proposed,
place themselves at the disposal of the officers of the Union for
the purpose of securing funds for the maintenance of the Hebrew
Union College and the Jewish Institute of Religion, all funds by
them secured to be credited to a joint College and Institute Fund.”

This proposal for co-operation as well as its underlying principles were fully and care-
fully considered. The opinion of the conference is summed up in the following declaration
which was unanimously adopted as the sense of those present:




CONFERENCE ADOPTS DECLARATION

“The best interest of American Judaism will be conserved not
by founding a new institution, but by strengthening the present
support of the Hebrew Union College.

“Should it become necessary at any time in the future to
establish another institution for the training of Rabbis, such insti-
tution in order to become ‘an activity of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, co-ordinate with the Hebrew Union Col-
lege’ (these are the words of the proposal of the Free Synagogue
Committee), could under no circumstances be under the self-per-
petuating control of a single congregation, but, as is the Hebrew
Union College, would necessarily be controlled by the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations, composed of more than two
hundred congregations representing and speaking for Liberal
Judaism in America.”

Our Committee will make this declaration of the conference the basis of its report
to the Executive Board at its next regular meeting in June. As you know, our Committee
was appointed by the Executive Board of the Union last May when that body received a
communication from the Executive Council of the Free Synagogue, containing the informa-
tion that the Free Synagogue contemplated the establishment of a Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion for the training of men for the Liberal Jewish ministry.

With the consent of the other members of our Committee | am transmitting this expres-
sion of our opinion to you, at this time, so that there may be no misunderstanding on the
part of your Committee, bearing in mind your apprisal to me in your letters of March 28th
and 30th, that Dr. Stephen S. Wise contemplated making a tour of the country during April
and May for the purpose of raising funds for the proposed College in New York City.

With assurances of my highest esteem | beg to remain

Very sincerely yours,

DANIEL P. HAYS,

Chairman.

ALFRED M. COHEN and LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN were present at the conference and

concur in the above.

We, the undersigned, members of the Committee, who were unable to attend the Con-
ference in Cincinnati, have read the foregoing and fully concur therein.

DAVID LEVENTRITT
BEN ALTHEIMER




THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE
JEWISH BUREAU OF CIVIL RIGHTS
SYNAGOG AND SCHOOL EXTENSION
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

CINCINNATI
April 14, 1922

Rabri A. He. Silver,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Rabbi Silver:

Supplementary to my letter of April 10th in which
I asked for a list of attorneys in your city, I want to let
you know that I have also written to the President of your con-
gregation in connection with this matter.

As I wish to avoid putting both of you to the trouble
of securing the same information, may I suggest that you get in
touch with the President? In my letter to the President, I en-
closed a blank form to be filled out, giving in addition to the
names of the attorneys, the firm name, so that we may prevent
duplication in writing to the firms subsequently.

Again assuring you of my hearty appreciation of your
kindness in assisting us to secure the list, and with kindest
regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

President.




THE UNION OF

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE

EXECUTIVE BOARD

CHARLES SHOHL
PRESIDENT
SIGMUND RHEINSTROM
JULIUS ROSENWALD
ISAAC W. BERNHEIM
LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN
VICE-PRESIDENTS

BEN ALTHEIMER, NEW YORK, N. V.

N. HENRY BECKMAN, CINCINNATI, O.
ISAAC W. BERNHEIM, LOUISVILLE, KY
FRED E. BRUML, CLEVELAND, O.

EDGAR M. CAHN, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
ALFRED M. COHEN, CINCINNATI, O.
JOSIAH COHEN, PITTSBURGH, PA.

DAVID W. EDELMAN, LOS ANGELES, CAL
GUSTAVE A. EFROYMSON, INDIANAPOLIS, IND,
MORTIMER FLEISHHACKER, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
JuLIUS W. FREIBERG, CINCINNATI, O.
ISAAC GOLDBERG, DETROIT, MICH.
DANIEL P. HAYS, NEW YORK, N. Y.
SIMEON M. JOHNSON, CINCINNATI, O.
ADOLF KRAUS, CHICAGO, ILL.

ALBERT L. LEVI, BROOKLYN, N. Y.
JACOB W. MACK. cINCINNATI, O.

EDWIN B. MEISSNER, sT. Louls, MO.
HENRY MORGENTHAU, NEW YORK, N. Y.
ADOLPH S. OCHS, NEW YORK, N. Y.
HERBERT C. OETTINGER, CINCINNATI, O.
HENRY OPPENHEIMER, BALTIMORE., MD.
WILLIAM ORNSTEIN, CINCINNATI, O.

A. C. RATSHESKY, BOSTON, MASS,
MARCUS RAUH, PITTSBURGH, PA.
SIGMUND RHEINSTROM, CINCINNATI, O.
MAURICE D. ROSENBERG, WASHINGTON, D. C.
SIMON W. ROSENDALE, ALBANY, N. Y.
JULIUS ROSENWALD, CHICAGO, ILL.
MORRIS H. ROTHSCHILD, NEW YORK, N. Y.
A. L. SALTZSTEIN, MILWAUKEE, WIS,
LOUIS SCHLESINGER, NEWARK, N, J.
JACOB SCHNADIG, CHICAGO, ILL,

ISAAC SCHOEN, ATLANTA, GA.

CHARLES SHOHL, CINCINNATI, O.
HORACE STERN, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
SAMUEL STRAUS, CINCINNATI, 0.

I. NEWTON TRAGER, CINCINNATI, O.
ISAAC M, ULLMAN, NEW HAVEN, CONN.
LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN, NEW YORK, N. Y.
AARON WALDHEIM, sT. LOUIS, MO.

A. LEO WEIL, PITTSBURGH, PA.

JOSEPH WIESENFELD, BALTIMORE, MD,
HERMAN WILE, BUFFALO, N. Y.

ALBERT WOLF, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
ADOLPHE WOLFE, PORTLAND, ORE.
WILLIAM B. WOOLNER, PEORIA, ILL.

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN
SECRETARY

RABBI JACOB D, SCHWARZ
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

SYNAGOG & SCHOOL EXTENSION

3

MERCHANTS BUILDING

CINCINNATI April

Seventeenth
1 9 =

Rabbi A, H, Silver,
E. 55th & Central Ave.,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Rabbi Silver:

Following your suggestion of some
weeks ago, Mr, Shohl wrote to Mr, Benjamin
Loewenstein, asking him to accept a place on
the Executive Board, He has not yet heard
from Mr, Loewenstein. I know you want him
to accept,

Will be in Clevelandg-Thunodeay, <=
I am wondering if you could give me an hou
for the purpose of calling on Mr, Loewenstein
and for the di scussion of other matters con-
cerning the Union. We are in a peculiar ros-
ition not having a Campaign Chairman or Pcther
a Collections Chairman in your city., I am
writing a line to Rabbl Wolsey, asking if he
can devote a little time to the subjecet on
Thursday. If I might meet with you and kabbi
Wolsey early in the day, I think we could trans-
act all our business within an hour,

Trusting to receive your coopsration
in this mgtter, and with kindest personal greet-
ings, I beg to remain

Very singerely yours,

BUREAU OF RELIGIOUS RIGHTS



April Nentyefirst, 1922

iir, Charles Shohl,
President, Union of Anerican
llebrew Congregations,
Cineinnati, Ohio.

Wy dear lir. Shohl,

Pernlt me Lo acknowledge recsipt of your letter,
ag well as a copy of the Camiites's reply to the proposel
of Dr, Vise.

I am in general sympathy with the epirit of the
Committee's reply that leys stress upon the fact ‘that what
we need today is & strengthening of 'he Hebrew Union College,
rmther than the creation of a new institution.

I do not agree with you, however, tha' the
Collage is fully able to supply all the Fabbis necded for
the Reform !inistry, It hae no' done so in the past, It
may have the faciliiies, but it may Mil to atiract the
students,

I furthernore rwgm'dgyour statement, that
"Dr.ise's trip through the Test, if suceessful, is apt to
be fraught with danger for our owm institu ion”, as taotless
and panicky. Had the officers of the College and the Union
been as anxious to wslcanme the cowgperation and 'he counsel
of Dr."ise, and of others, as they are now anxious to thwart
his project, I feel quite sure tha! the situatior which now
confronts you would never have arisen, [No exclusive movee
uent can hope Lo remain monopolistic for very long,

Vith kindest regards, I beg teo remain

Very sincerely yours,




Woun At dros
W N RO W ;&47 L
Wmc&mxm/ww?m B B /da/&/
Vliss Zocidd alh riswer },se@/f/“mnw%v/%a

The Landesman, Hirscheiner Co,

Cleveland, O.

s

April 22, 1922.

Charles Shohl, Pres't,

c¢/o Union of American Hebrew Congregations,

Cincinnati, Ohio.
My dear lir, Schohl:
Your letters, asking me to take
the position on the Board of the Hebrew Union College
to succeed lr. B, llahler, were received, and should
have had earlier attention, but I could not quite
make up my mind to accept this position, as my time
is so completely taken up. However, at the desire
of Rabbi Silver I have decided to accept the position
unless you have in the meanwhile appointed someone else.
Thanking you for your consideration, and

assuring you of my appreciation of the h mor shown me

Yours very truly,

(8d) Benj. Lowenstein,
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LEE K. FRANKEL
ONE MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK

0O

April 26, 1

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
East 55th Street,

Cleveland, Ohio.
‘ly dear Rabbi Silver:

Let me take this opportunity
to tell you how much I appreciate the letter which
you sent to Cincinnati regarding %he position taken
by the representutives of the Union of American He-
brew Congregations with respect to the propecsition
made by the Free Synagogue, undar which the proposed
institute of religion should become an integral part
of the work of the Union.

As the Chairman of the Com=-
mittee of the Free Synagogue, I am in a position
to state that our proffer was made in the bast of
faith and with every desire to effect the clcsest
co=cperaticn tetween the Union and the Synagogue.
To my mind, it is to be deplored that the Union
took the action wahich it did and the manner in which
it did. The manly stand which you have tuken in
your letter to the President of the Union wiil, &
hope, have the desired effect.

Very ‘ruly yours,

/{\%Q; béf%ﬁt(d(/
/




THE UNION OF

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE

EXECUTIVE BOARD

CHARLES SHOHL "'
PRESIDENT
SIGMUND RHEINSTROM
JULIUS ROSENWALD
ISAAC W. BERNHEIM
LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN
VICE-PRESIDENTS

e e

BEN ALTHEIMER, NEW YORK, N. V.

N. HENRY BECKMAN, cincinnaTL, 0. %

ISAAC W. BERNHEIM, LOUISVILLE, KY

FRED E. BRUML, CLEVELAND, O.

EDGAR M. CAHN, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

ALFRED M. COHEN, CINCINNATL, 0./

JOSIAH COHEN, PITTSBURGH, PA,

DAVID W. EDELMAN, LOS ANGELES, CAL
GUSTAVE A. EFROYMSON, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
MORTIMER FLEISHHACKER, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL,

JuLIUS W. FREIBERG, cincINNATL, 0.V
ISAAC GOLDBERG, DETROIT, MICH,

DANIEL P. HAYS, NEW YORK. N. Y.

SIMEON M. JOHNSON, CIRCINNATL, 0.
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ADOLPH S. OCHS, NEW YORK, N. Y.
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HENRY OPPENHEIMER, BALTIMORE, MD,
WILLIAM ORNSTEIN, CINCINNATI, O, /

A. C. RATSHESKY, BOSTON, MASS.

MARCUS RAUH, PITTSBURGH, PA.

SIGMUND RHEINSTROM, CINCINNATI, o./
MAURICE D. ROSENBERG, WASHINGTON, D. C.
SIMON W. ROSENDALE, ALBANY, N. Y.

! JULIUS ROSENWALD, CHICAGO, ILL.

MORR!IS H. ROTHSCHILD, NEW YORK, N. Y.
A. L. SALTZSTEIN, MILWAUKEE, WIS.

LOUIS SCHLESINGER, NEWARK, N. J.

i/ JACOB SCHNADIG, CHICAGO, ILL.

ISAAC SCHOEN, ATLANTA, GA.
CHARLES SHOHL, CINCINNATI, O, /
HORACE STERN, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
SAMUEL STRAUS, CINCINNATI, 0. %/

I. NEWTON TRAGER, CINCINNATI, 0.
ISAAC M. ULLMAN, NEW HAVEN, CONN.
LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN, NEW YORK, N. Y.
AARON WALDHEIM, sT. LOUts, MO,

A. LEO WEIL, PITTSBURGH, PA.
JOSEPH WIESENFELD, BALTIMORE, MD,
HERMAN WILE, BUFFALO, N. Y.
ALBERT WOLF, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
ADOLPHE WOLFE, PORTLAND, ORE,
WILLIAM B, WOOLNER, PEORIA, ILL.

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN
SECRETARY

RABBI JACOB D, SCHWARZ
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
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ABRAM |. ELKUS
FHree Synagogue Rases
CHARLES E. BLOCH NEW YORK STEPHEN S. WISE

VI E— A RELIGIOUS CENTER FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN
SAMUEL SAMUEL Silss
TREASURER OFFICE OF J. MAX WEIS

WALTER S. HILBORN FREDERICK L. GUGGENHEIMER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY MAXWELL SILVER

HON. SECRETARY FREE SYNAGOGUE Housg, 36 WEST 68T1H STREET JACOB A. GOLDBERG

3873

TEL. CoLumMBUS % 3874

Apzil 28, 1933

Deexr and Raverend Sir:

Ve send you herswith an opsn letter addressed to the Pressident
Qf the Union of American Hebrew Congregations by a Sp
Commitiee of the Fiece Synagogue on ths Jawish Iastitui
Rsligion. 7This letter ic a reply to an open letier address
to the Rakbis of the Congregations of the Union by Mr., Bhbh
zts Fresident, and deals fully with the negoiiations of ihe
Free Synagogue through its special Committee with a2 Commitiee
of the Union.,
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We shall be very glad to have your commant on the matvers
outlined in the papers ws submite.

Faithfully Yocurs,

Abram 1I.Elkus )
Charles E.Bloch ) for the Committee
Lee K.Frankel )
Jatlan W.Mack )
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Open Letter to the President of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations from a
Committee of Free Synagogue.

New York, April 20, 1922.

CuARrRLES SHoHL, Esq., President,

Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Sir: On April 11, 1922, as President of the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations, you addressed
an Open Letter to the Rabbis of the congregations
in the Union. Enclosed in this letter was a copy
of a letter (*1) written by Mr. Daniel P. Hays, as
Chairman of a committee appointed by the Execu-
tive Committee of the Union to confer with a com-
mittee of the Free Synagogue of New York. This
letter was addressed to Dr. Lee K. Frankel, Chair-
man of the latter committee. On the outer page
of this letter the following title, not contained in
the original, was added: “Dr. Stephen S. Wise
Makes a Proposal to the Union and the Commit-
tee’s Reply.”

We refrain at this time from commenting upon
the lack of courtesy and taste on your part in
publishing Mr. Hays’ letter before official action
had been taken by the Executive Committee of the
Union. Regarding the letter which you addressed

(*1) Published under heading, Appendix A.
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to the Rabbis of the Union (*2), in view of its
malicious and calumnious attack on the Rabbi of
the Free Synagogue, we demand, as representa-
tives of a Congregation affiliated with the Union.
that you call an early meeting of the Executive
Committee of the Union in order that we may per-
sonally present the facts in the matter for such
action in reference thereto as the Executive Com-
mittee may deem proper to take.

Not with the thought that any explanation is
due you, but rather that the Jewish ministry and
laity alike may be informed of the true situation
we append herewith the facts in the case.

In May, 1921, the Free Synagogue addressed a
communication to your Executive Board, setting
forth the considerations which had induced the
Synagogue to undertake the establishment in New
York City of an Institute for the training of men
for the Jewish ministry. In this letter the Syna-
gogue invited the Union’s approval of its plans and
its co-operation in their working out (*3). The
wholly friendly character of this communication
prompted the Executive Board of the Union, at its
meeting held in Buffalo, May 23, 1921, to appoint
a special committee of the Union to confer with
the Free Synagogue. This conference was post-
poned because of the illness of Dr. Wise in June
and July, later because of the illness of Judge
Elkus in the Fall, and again because of the illness

of some of the Cincinnati members of your special
committee.

Subsequently, conferences of the members of
your special committee, including Messrs. D. P.
Hays, Chairman; Ludwig Vogelstein, Ben Alt-
heimer and Rabbi Pollak, and upon one occasion

(*2) Published under heading, Appendix B.
(*3) Published under heading, Appendix C.
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Acting President Julian Morgenstern, were held
with the committee of the Free Synagogue. These
conferences were characterized, as you must have
been informed by your representatives, by entire
cordiality and good-will.

At the first conference, December 22, 1921, your
representatives sought to dissuade the Free Syna-
gogue from its purpose, setting forth that, from
the viewpoint of the Hebrew Union College, an-
other institute for the training of Rabbis was un-
necessary. We, on the other hand, set forth as
frankly our own deep conviction why such an in-
stitution should be founded in New York City. It
is unnecessary to restate all of these grounds, for
they have been outlined with some fullness in our

communication of May, 1921, addressed to your
body.

We cited these facts: The Jewish population of
America has grown ten times as large as it was in
1874, when the Hebrew Union College was
founded; the Jewish population of New York City,
the largest Jewish centre in history, is five times
as large as the Jewish population of America in
1874. New York offers opportunities for work in
universities of the highest academic standards.
New York contains two Jewish libraries of the
first order, that of the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary and the Schiff collection of the New York
Public Library. By reason of its vast Jewish pop-
ulation, an institute in New York City would
afford opportunities for practical acquaintance with
the enormously important questions of Jewish re-
ligious education and Jewish social service which
could not be afforded elsewhere.

We stated that the purpose of the founders of
the Institute was to appeal solely to graduates of
American colleges and universities, who, havin
completed their secular education, would be free to
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devote themselves for a period of years altogether
to their rabbinical studies. We stated that your
underlying assumption that the establishment of
another school for the training of Rabbis must
necessarily be harmful to the Hebrew Union Col-
lege was wholly out of keeping with the spirit that
has governed Jewish affairs during the past cen
tury, indeed for many centuries; that within sev:
enty-five years at least four rabbinical institutions
had been founded in Germany and Austro-
Hungary ; namely, in Breslau, Berlin, Vienna and
Budapest, and that at no time and by no one of
these institutions had it been sought to avert the
creation or the rise of another. We furthermore
stated that many Jewish congregations throughout
the country had empty pulpits because of the in-
sufficient number of men prepared to serve as
Rabbis. In the course of the negotiations it was
also mentioned that approximately fifteen men—
the number is now twenty-—had applied for admis-
sion to the institute, even though practically no
literature concerning its plans and courses had
been published. It was further stated that under
the Honorary Presidency of Dr. Emil G. Hirsch,
Rabbi of Temple Sinai, Chicago, and the Presi-
dency of Dr. Wise, it was planned to begin the
work of the Institute in October, 1922.

At the second conference, March & 1922, the sug-
gestion was made to us in what seemed, and we have
no doubt was, a wholly amicable spirit that we
outline possible plans of co-operation with the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. Act-
ing President Morgenstern, in response to the
query of Dr. Frankel as to whether a method of
co-operation would be considered by the Union
stated that the participation of his associates and
himself in the conference was indicative of the
willingness of the Executive Committee to receive
such a plan.




At the final meeting, held March 17, 1922, we,
and not as you say Dr. Wise, submitted to your
representatives a “Basis of Discussion” (*4).
Your New York representatives, we are sure, will
agree that in the course of the discussion of the
memorandum, submitted by us, as was expressly
stated, tentatively and only as a basis of discus-
sion, they received our suggestions as in the main
acceptable and even admirable. Naturally they
stated that the final decision must rest with the
Executive Committee.

At the final meeting one of your committee
stated that our plan to make the Jewish Institute
of Religion an integral part of the Union made
the day of meeting one of the happiest of his life.
Another member declared that the “Basis of Dis-
cussion” gave him great joy. The third member
stated that, though he had had no formal discus-
sion with his colleagues, he was prepared to
recommend the adoption of the plan with some
slight changes. He suggested to his colleagues
that Rabbi Pollak be sent to Cincinnati in order
to urge adoption. Another of your committee
thereupon added that, inasmuch as they wished
the plan to be adopted, it would be better if twec
of them were to go to Cincinnati in order that
they might urge it themselves. ;

There was not the slightest intimation in the
course of our last conference that the plan in its
entirety or in any of its details was unfriendly or
antagonistic either to the Hebrew Union College
or to the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions. Throughout the conferences Dr. Wise and
others of us gave personal expression to our deep
and unfeigned interest in the Union to which the
Free Synagogue belongs, and in the College, the

(*4) Published under heading, Appendix D.
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chief institution under its care, three of whose
graduates are Dr. Wise’s associates in the ministry
of the Free Synagogue.

In the course of the last conference, March 17,
1922, it was suggested by several of us that if pos-
sible an early decision be arrived at, though no date
was named. It was one of your representatives
who stated that it was only fair that we should
have a reply by April 15. This suggestion was
made in part, because Dr. Wise had planned to
leave for Europe early in June to secure additional
members for the Faculty of the institute. If the
Executive Committee of the Union desired to util-
ize Dr. Wise’s services to secure funds for the
Union, as provided in the “Basis of Discussion,”
it would be necessary for him to shape his plans
and engagements accordingly. If the proposed
plan of co-operation should prove unacceptable to
the Executive Committee, it was understood by
your committee it would be necessary for Dr. Wise
to visit several Jewish centres, before leaving for
[Lurope, to secure funds for the maintenance of the
institute during its first years. This was the more
necessary, because the committee had refrained
from attempting to secure funds for the institute
pending the negotiations with the Union since
May, 1921.

It is almost incredible that you should distort
the above facts into the following, which is quoted
from your communication of April 11, 1922:

“Dr. Wise or the Chairman of his committee in-
sists upon an answer in fifteen days or Dr. Wise
will immediately set out upon a tour of the West
to raise money for the support of the proposed
college in New York.” Just as little is it fair to
imply as you do that the “Basis of Discussion”
submitted by us, a group of men deeply interested
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in the Union and persuaded of the importance of
its service to American Israel, was in substance an
ultimatum. Your committee definitely understood
that our memorandum, bearing the title, “A Basis
of Discussion,” was nothing more than what it
purported to be.

Our committee were prepared to go to Cincin-
nati to meet with vour Executive Committee. We
were advised that no meeting would take place in
the near future, but that an informal conference
could be arranged with the President and Vice-
President of the Union. We concluded it would
be better for your committee to meet with these
officers informally. We expressed the hope that if
necessary we might later meet with your Execu-
tive Committee.

Contrary to our understanding of your commit-
tee’s statement, the conference was neither small
nor informal, but was participated in by “a group
of fifteen gentlemen, consisting of members of the
Ii’xecutive Board of the Union and members of the
Board of Governors of the Hebrew Union College,
as many as could be summoned upon such short
notice.” This conference adopted a “declaration,”
which, Mr. Hays in his communication of April
6, 1922, to Dr. Frankel states, was to be the basis
of his committee’s report to the Executive Com-
mittee. Notwithstanding this, and without au-
thorization of the Executive Committee, you cut
off every opportunity for a presentation of our case
and deliberately published Mr. Hays’ letter.
Again without authority you supplemented this
letter by one over your own signature as President
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations
in which our suggestions are rejected in terms
couched in the most unfriendly spirit. In this let-
ter you advised the Rabbis of the Congregations
of the Union that there can be no “Basis of Dis-
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cussion’” between the Union and the Free Syna-
gogue. You had no authority to make such a
statement.  You and your associates were of
course free to disapprove our suggestion. You
had no right in common decency to publish the
views of your colleagues and yourself in a form
which makes them appear as an official decision of
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

We protest alike against the spirit (*5) and the
form of your communication. We offer no de-
fense of Dr. Wise against your wilfully misleading
and calumnious attack upon him. He needs no
defense at our hands before American Israel. But
as members of a committee of the Free Syna-
gogue, which has sought to deal with the Union in
a spirit of utter fairness and friendliness, we pro-
test against your attitude toward a body which
we have the honor to represent. We demand that
with the least possible delay you call a meeting of
the Ixecutive Board of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations in order that it may con-
sider what action to take in reference to a public
statement of its President which traduces the
honor of the representatives of a constituent Syna-
gogue who sought in the spirit of unity which
befits Jews to confer with a committee of the
Executive Board.

We accept as final the “declaration” which you
and the fifteen gentlemen present at your confer-
ence made in respect to the possible relations of
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and
the Jewish Institute of Religion. It is not our pur-
pose to appeal therefrom to the Executive Board.
We demand, however, in justice to the Free
Synagogue, either that you publicly retract the

(*5) Published under heading, Appendix E.
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calumnious and false inuendoes in your public
statement of April 11, and recite the facts as you
have not therein stated them, or that the Free
Synagogue, through its representatives, be given
the opportunity promptly to present the entire
matter to the IExecutive Board of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations.

Very truly yours,

ABraM 1. ELKuUS,
President .

Lee K. FRANKEL,
Chairman of Committee
JuLian W. MAcK,
Cuarres E. BrocH,
H. M. KAuFrMmAN,
WALTER S. HILBORN,
I. N. THURMAN,

F. L. GUGGENHEIMER,
Committee.



APPENDIX A

Dr. Stephen S. Wise Makes a Proposal
to the Union

The Committee’s Reply

New York, April 6, 1922

Dr. LEe K. FrRANKEL, Chairman,
Free Synagogue Committee,
1 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Frankel:

In accordance with my last letter to you, dated
March 29th, Mr. Ludwig Vogelstein and I, repre-
senting our committee, went to Cincinnati for the
purpose of consulting the governing bodies of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations and
the Hebrew Union College, regarding your plan
of opening a Rabbinical College in New York City,
and vour proposal for co-operation.

We met with a group of fifteen gentlemen, con-
sisting of members of the Executive Board of the
Union and members of the Board of Governors of
the Hebrew Union College, as many as could be
summoned upon such short notice. We went over
the whole situation. We reviewed the ground
covered at the several joint meetings of our two
committees.

What the Committee Tried to Accomplish

We explained to the gentlemen with whom we
conferred in Cincinnati that our committee had
met with the Committee of the Free Synagogue,
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of which you are the Chairman, and that our com-
mittee had endeavored to dissuade you from estab-
lishing such an Institute of Religion. We repeated
to them the grounds upon which we made this
request of you.

First, that the Hebrew Union College fulfills all
the needs of the situation, its training being ade-
quate, its faculty distinguished, its location ideal.

Secondly, the Hebrew Union College is now an
historical institution; its graduates number over
two hundred, occupying the vast majority of the
leading Jewish pulpits of America; its claims to
the gratitude of American Israel is based on
achievements not to be set aside easily nor to be
disposed of lightly ; the institution founded by Dr.
Isaac M. Wise has an inalienable claim not only
upon the allegiance of every alumnus of the col-
lege, but upon every congregation belonging to the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and
upon every man in the Liberal Jewish ministry;
in short, that it is absolutely necessary to unite
all efforts in the support of the Hebrew Union
College.

Further, we made clear to them that we had
pointed out to your committee that the college
represents a large financial investment in excel-
lently equipped college buildings, an unequalled
library; and that it would soon have a dormitory.
All of these are necessary features of a college, and
are the results of many years of pamnstaking effort
and immeasurable sacrifice.

We stated to the meeting that seemingly all of
our arguments had failed to influence your com-
mittee from proceeding with its plans, but that you
had expressed the hope and desire that the situ-
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ation still permitted some form of co-operation,
and as a basis of such co-operation you submitted
the following proposal:

Dr. Stephen S. Wise’s Proposal

“l. The Jewish Institute of Religion, a
school for training for the Jewish ministry,
established by the Free Synagogue, is to be-
come an activity of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, co-ordinate with the
Hebrew Union College of Cincinnati.

“2. The Jewish Institute of Religion shall
be an independent and autonomous institution
and no arrangement or agreement of any kind
shall qualify its independence or limit its
autonomy.

“3. The Board of Trustees (in number from
five to twenty-five) of the Jewish Institute of
Religion which, being created by the Free
Synagogue, shall thereafter remain a self-
perpetuating body; shall include representa-
tion of not more than 20% of its number to
be appointed or elected by the Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations.

“4. There shall be such interchange of pro-
fessors, students and arrangements of student
credits as may be deemed desirable by the
governing bodies of the Jewish Institute of
Religion and the Hebrew Union College, or
the faculties thereof, if so empowered.

“5. The Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations shall make necessary budgetary
provision for the Jewish Institute of Religion
for the first three years of this agreement, the
budget shall be the minimum sum of $45,000
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per annum. At the expiration of three years
there shall be a re-appraisal of the budgetary
needs of the institute.

“6. The officers of the institute, including
its President, Dr. Wise, shall, upon the ac-
ceptance of the plan herein proposed, place
themselves at the disposal of the officers of
the Union for the purpose of securing funds
for the maintenance of the Hebrew Union Col-
lege and the Jewish Institute of Religion, all
funds by them secured to be credited to a joint
College and Institute Fund.”

This proposal for co-operation as well as its un-
derlying principles were fully and carefully con-
sidered. The opinion of the conference is summed
up in the following declaration, which was unan-
imously adopted as the sense of those present:

Conference Adopts Declaration

“The best interest of American Judaism will
be conserved not by founding a new institu-
tion, but by strengthening the present support
of the Hebrew Union College.

“Should it become necessary at any time in
the future to establish another institution for
the training of Rabbis, such institution in
order to become ‘an activity of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations, co-ordinate
with the Hebrew Union College’ (these are the
words of the proposal of the Free Synagogue
Committee), could under no circumstances be
under the self-perpetuating control of a single
congregation, but, as is the Hebrew Union
College, would necessarily be controlled by the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
composed of more than two hundred congre-
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gations representing and speaking for Liberal
Judaism in America.”

Our committee will make this declaration of the
conference the basis of its report to the Executive
Board at its next regular meeting in June. As
you know, our committee was appointed by the
Executive Board of the Union last May, when
that body received a communication from the
Executive Council of the Free Synagogue con-
taining the information that the Free Synagogue
contemplated the establishment of a Jewish In-
stitute of Religion for the training of men for the
Liberal Jewish ministry.

With the consent of the other members of our
committee I am transmitting this expression of our
opinion to you, at this time, so that there may be
no misunderstanding on the part of your commit-
tee, bearing in mind your apprisal to me in your
letters of March 28th and 30th, that Dr. Stephen
S. Wise contemplated making a tour of the coun-
try during April and May for the purpose of rais-
ing funds for the proposed college in New York
City.

With assurances of my highest esteem, I beg to
remain

Very sincerely yours,

DAnNIEL P. Hays,
Chairman.

ALFRED M. CoHEN and Lupwic VOGELSTEIN were
present at the conference and concur in the above.

We, the undersigned, members of the committee,
who were unable to attend the conference in Cin-
cinnati, have read the foregoing and fully concur
therein.

DAvip LEVENTRITT,
BEN ALTHEIMER.




APPENDIX B

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW
CONGREGATIONS
HeBrEw UNi1oN COLLEGE
JEwisu Bureau or CiviL RiGHTS
SYNAGOGUE AND ScHooL EXTENSION
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT.
Cincinnati, April 11, 1922.

Dear Rabbi: I enclose an important communi-
cation.

Dr. Stephen S. Wise has long contemplated
founding a rabbinical academy. He has frequently
found fault with the Hebrew Union College. He
has expressed discontent with the Union of Ameri-
can Hebrew Congregations. Dr. Wise’s latest
utterance in the Bene DBrith Monthly is an in-
stance. [Ie criticises the Union because of the
utterances of one man who made a speech at the
last Convention.

The lack of generosity in the charge lies in the
following fact. Dr. Wise asked for a Year Book of
the Union containing Mr. Bernheim’s speech, say-
ing he wanted to refer to it in an address. He was
informed that the speech would not appear in the
Union’s Year Book. This repudiation he ignores
in making the charge.

Dr. Wise’s newest step consists of a proposal
that his long contemplated rabbinical college be

taken under the wing of the Union, that it be
given a “minimum of $45,000 a year,” that it be
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altogether independent of the Union, and that Dr.
\Wise be its President. In turn he agrees to give
the union 20% representation on the Board, which,
however, after its organization shall immediately
become self-perpetuating. He also promises to
raise money. And he (or the Chairman of his
committee) insists upon an answer in fifteen days,
or Dr. Wise will immediately set out upon a tour
of the West to raise money for the support of the
nroposed college in New York.

As far as we are concerned, we are content to
have Dr. Wise set out immediately for all the
money he can get. We realize that the field is
limited and that Dr. Wise’s success may mean a
diminished revenue for the Hebrew Union College
but we refuse to be thrown into a panic.

We have resources which cannot be minimized
or overlooked. We have two hundred graduates
who will not suffer the institution founded by Dr.
Isaac M. Wise of sainted memory to fail. We
have the support of every man in the Liberal
Jewish ministry. We have 241 congregations be-
longing to the Union who will not lend themselves
to our undoing. We face the issue with equanim-
ity, awaiting the judgment of our rabbis and con-
gregations.

I am writing this letter to you and sending you
the enclosed report, because I want your advice
for meeting the present situation. What would
vou do if you were in my place? I want to thank
vou for the many instances of your cordial co-
operation in the past, and T await your reply.

With kindest greetings,
Faithfully yours,

(Signed) CHARLES SHOHL,
President.
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APPENDIX C

“As members of the U. A. H. C,, it becomes a
source of satisfaction to be able to apprise you of
the fact that the Free Synagogue, after a year of
deliberation, is moving forward to the consumma-
tion of plans first broached by its Rabbis, Dr.
Wise and Dr. Goldstein. The plans of the Free
Synagogue aim at the establishment in New York
of the Jewish Institute of Religion for the training
of men for the Liberal Jewish ministry.

“Many considerations have prevailed with the
Executive of the Free Synagogue in reaching this
decision, and as a matter of record it may be well
to name and briefly discuss some of these more
important considerations.

“The Jewish population of the United States
has increased ten-fold in the nearly fifty years that
have passed since the founding of the Hebrew
Union College, and, pari passu, there has been a
growth of the adherents, more or less attached, of
Liberal Judaism. The Jewish population of New
York City is five times as numerous as were the
members of American Israel when Isaac M. Wise
founded the Hebrew Union College. That one in-
stitution is inadequate to train the large number of
Rabbis needed by the Liberal Synagogues and
Temples of America is borne out by the circum-
stances that a very considerable number of fair-
sized congregations cannot find men to serve them
as Rabbis, and that a still larger number of con-
gregations in smaller communities face the need
of permanently doing without the service of

Rabbis.
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“But other and equally important considerations
press—over and above the fact that one institu-
tion cannot, even if it would, train all the men
required in the ministry for the ever-growing num-
ber of American Jews of the liberal mood or per-
suasion.

“New York City to-day contains, broadly speak
ing, one-tenth of the numbers of world Jewry, and
it has for some time seemed that this community
ought on several grounds to be the seat of a
Liberal Jewish Seminary, a view point which, we
believe, was considered, though not found decisive,
some years ago upon the death of Isaac M. Wise.
Some of the great number of Jewish youth in New
York it should be possible to move to choose the
Jewish ministry as their life-task, and for them it
i1s needful to provide a school which shall offer
certain opportunities. \We believe that this can be
done in New York.

“Training in New York for the Liberal Jewish
ministry would be not only in the midst of the
largest Jewish community in history, but would
offer to students, to borrow from science a some-
what unsuitable term, such opportunities of study
and laboratory practice as could not be duplicated
outside of the Jewish cosmos of New York. But
this is not as important as the fact that men, fitting
themselves for the ministry, whether Jewish or
non-Jewish, ought to be near schools and uni-
versities and libraries of the highest standards.
New York, especially through its post-graduate
schools, offers to voung men that which smaller
cities without great and outstanding universitie:
cannot offer.

“And this reference leads us to the consider-
ation of an aspect of the problem which, we take
it, is of paramount importance. Whatever may
have been the practice or necessity of an earlier
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generation in American Israel, we are become
deeply persuaded that students of Jewish Semi-
naries ought, generally speaking, to be college and
university graduates—that is, that the student
bodies of Jewish seminaries ought wholly to be
drawn from among young men of college and uni-
versity training rather than from groups of high
school and elementary school lads to whom
stipends must frequently be given. Such men,
older and in some degree educated, would then be
able to devote themselves exclusively to their spe-
cial studies and cognate university work without
being compelled to divide their time and energies
between so-called secular and sacred studies, in
keeping with the practice of post-graduate pro-
fessional schools and modern theological schools
of other faiths.

“A Jewish Seminary, aiming to train young col-
lege graduates for the rabbinate, might, under
rightful leadership and inspiration, gain access to
a considerable number of older and maturer men,
accustomed by university training to methods of
study and research, whom under present circum-
stances it has proven rather difficult to win to the
pursuit of the rabbinic calling. It might be neces-
sary to arrange for some preliminary training for
men while at their various colleges, but the im-
portant thing is that three or four undivided years
can be given by men with their secular education
behind them to studies essential to the calling they
will have chosen.

“Some further considerations remain to be
pointed out. We believe it to be of primary im-
portance that men trained for the Jewish ministry
should be helped to some measure of expertness in
the fields of religious pedagogy and social service.
The rabbi performs only a part, even the least part,
of his service in the pulpit. A mastery of the
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problems of religious pedagogy is indispensable to
one who aims to be adequately equipped for the
Jewish ministry in our time. The importance of
giving the rabbi a real acquaintance with the prob-
lems of social service through being in touch with
the schools of social work which obtain in New
York, to the end that he may have a directive and
even inspiring part in the social ministry of our
age can hardly be overstated.

“The foregoing are some of the reasons which
have moved us to undertake the heavy task of
establishing in New York and in part maintaining
the Jewish Institute of Religion for the training of
men for the Liberal Jewish ministry. Our aim
will be to prepare men for ministry to Liberal
Jewish congregations and in doing this it is hardly
necessary to add that we shall be governed by
the principle of academic freedom.

“It lies not within our purpose to compete with
other institutions. It is our hope in a spirit
worthy of the cause we would serve to co-operate
with these. We look forward to your approval of
our plans and most earnestly invite your co-opera-
tion in their working out.”
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APPENDIX D

Basis of Discussion Submitted to a Committee of
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations
by a Committee of the Free Synagogue of
New York, March 17, 1922.

1. The Jewish Institute of Religion, a school
for the training for the Jewish ministry, established
by the Free Synagogue, is to become an activity of
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations
coordinate with the Hebrew Union College of
Cincinnati.

2. The Jewish Institute of Religion shall be an
independent and autonomous institution and no
arrangement or agreement of any kind shall qualify
its independence or limit its autonomy.

3. The Board of Trustees (in number from five
to twenty-five) of the Jewish Institute of Religion
which, being created by the Free Synagogue, shall
thereafter remain a self-perpetuating body; shall
include representation of not more than 20 per
cent. of its number to be appointed or elected by
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

4. There shall be such interchange of profes-
sors, students and arrangement of student credits
as may be deemed desirable by the governing
bodies of the Jewish Institute of Religion and the
Hebrew Union College, or the faculties thereof if
so empowered.
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5. The Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions shall make necessary budgetary provision for
the Jewish Institute of Religion; for the first three
years of this agreement, the budget shall be the
minimum sum of $45,000 per annum. At the ex-
piration of the three years there shall be a re-
appraisal of the budgetary needs of the Institute.

6. The officers of the Institute, including its
President, Dr. Wise, shall, upon the acceptance of
the plan herein proposed, place themselves at the
disposal of the officers of the Union for the pur-
pose of securing funds for the maintenance of the
Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Institute
of Religion, all funds by them secured to be
credited to a joint College and Institute Fund.




APPENDIX E

In your letter, you charge Dr. Wise with lack of
generosity in relation to Mr. Bernheim’s Buffalo
address before the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations. What are the facts? Dr. Wise in
the preparation of his address, in order to be cer-
tain that he might quote Mr. Bernheim with ac-
curacy, asked your Cincinnati office for a copy of
the Year Book of the Union containing the ad-
dress. Your office replied telegraphically that at
Mr. Bernheim’s request the address would not
appear in the Proceedings of the Union. You now
state: “Dr. Wise was informed that the speech
would not appear in the Union’s Year Book, but
this repudiation he ignores in making the charge.”
If there has been any repudiation, neither Dr. Wise
nor any of us has ever heard or read of it. As to
the possibly implied repudiation, you ignore the
footnote to Dr. Wise’s address as published in The
Free Synagogue Pulpit, reading: “At the author’s
request the paper will be omitted from the Year
Book containing the proceedings of the con-
vention.”
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER T S ‘

CARE THE' TEMPLE' 55 AND CENTRAL AVE' CLEVELAND OHIOQ - Oy ) ’
MR BEN LOWFNSTE'IN WRITES TO'MR SHOBEL(QUOTATIONS) | COULD NOT'QUITE
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(QUOTATI1ON CLOSED) WHAT' ANSWER SHALL WE' MAKE PLEASE WIRE COLLECT'
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GEORGE ZEPINe'




Vay 3rd, 1922

Paid Message to

Rabbi George Zepin
)1 810 Bast 21st Street

- New York City.

Hold off answer until you hear from me,

A. H, Silver
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RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN
SECRETARY

RABBI JACOB D, SCHWARZ
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

SYNAGOG & SCHOOL EXTENSION BUREAU OF RELIGIOUS RIGHTS

32

MERCHANTS BUILDING
CINCINNATI

Rabbi A, H, Silver,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Mr, “ilver:

I am happy to inform you \
that Mr. Sam Hartman has consented to \
succeed Mr. B. Mahler as our represen-
tative in Cleveland. We are now sending
out the bills and memoranda of subscrip-
tions to friends and supporters of our
institutions. We face a year in which
many important tasks will have to be
undertaken and trust that your response
will be speedy and generous.

Thanking you for past favors,
I beg to remain

Faithfully yours,

-

J Ul
¥\

President.
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE
JEWISH BUREAU OF CIVIL RIGHTS
SYNAGOG AND SCHOOL EXTENSION
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

CINCINNATI

Rabbi A, H. Silver,
Ihe Temple, 55th St. & Central,
Cleveland, Uhio.

My dear Rabbi Silver:

I have been out of the city, and for that
reason your letter of April 21st hes remained unanswered
until today.

I have read your letter with great interzst
and am happy to le:rm that you are in general sympethy with
the spirit of the Committee's Reply, laying stress upon the
fact that what we need is a strengthening of the Hebrew Union
College rather than the creation of 2 new institution.

I have carefully noted what you say about the
ability of the College to attract new students, to supply
gll of the Reform pulpits. Why not solve the problem
a8 you yourself suggest, by changing the college sc as to
attract these students and thus bring abomt "the strengthening
of the Hebrew Union College, rather than the ecrestion of
a new institution"?

There is very little that a layman cando

without the assistance of the gifted sons of the Hebrew Union
College. e face a situation thet really requires the as-
sistance of every man whom we can muster in this cause.
The situation is a probable deficit of $100,000 for the current
vear. The cotton situation in the South and the expansion

of the Hebrew Union College are the causesof this difficulty.
It was my original intention to call upon men like yourself

to raise your voice in our cause, not only in your owm pulpit
but in a2 number of cities cutside of Cleveland. If I have

felt anxious about the results of dividing the field my
anxiety has been based upon causes that will undoubtedly meke
you feel the same way nov that you know them. There is no desire
upon our part to thwart Dr. Wise's efforts. I don't think that
any action of ours ought to be considered in that manner.




Rabbi 4+ H, Silver, - Psge 2,

de will be glad toc receive your assurance
that we cen count upon you in the work of making good our
deficit.

With kindest regards I beg to remain

CS:MLK : President.
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SAM HARTMAN, CHAIRMAN
1323 WEST NINTH STREET

May
Twenty-Second
T ¥ 2R

CLEVELAND

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN
SECRETARY
MERCHANTS BLDG,
CINCINNATI

Rabbi &. H, Silver,
The Temple, B+ 55th Ste & Central Ave.,
Cleveland, O.

Dear Rabbi Silver:

You will see from this stationery
thet Mr. Hartman has taken charge of things vigor-
ously. Permit me to thank you asain for your kind-

ness in selecting Mre. Hartman for the position.

I sh=ll pass through Cleveland on
Thursday, the 25th and am planning tostop over
from morning until evening. Will call you up just
to have a final word with reference to the appointment
of Mr. Lowenstein or Mr. Harfman on the Zxecutive
Board. If you have the time%can run up to 'meet you
for a few moments.

With kindest persmal greetings
I beg to remain

Very sincerely yours,




v
ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Raesi m m l @[ l h BENJ. LOWENSTEIN, PRESIDENT
he TWemple, Clevelan i
EAST 55TH STREET anp CENTRAL

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 TO 5:00
TEL. RANDOLPH 1330

COFY

May 23rd, 19224
Dear Friend,

¥r. Samuel Hartman,of our Temple has
recently been appointed representativs of the
Unicn of Americsn HebrewCongreogations in Cleveland,
Ha will represent the interssts of the Hebraw Union
College in our community,

In spite of his maniiold activities, 'r,
Hartm:n readily accepted the appointmsnt . To
carry on the work successiully, ¥r. Hartman needs
the co-operation of sowe of ths wembars of our
Tenple, =nd I am wost anxious that he shall have
all the suppord he needs, I am, therolore, taking
the liverty of a;pointing you a newber of the
Cleveland Committee of the Hebrew Union College,
of which Mr, Hartman is Chairman,

I trust that you will % in 2 position
to give ¥r, Hartman and ths csu:9, your active
support. Kinily inform mes at your ésarliest cone
venience of your acceptance,

¥ith kindest rogaris, I an

Vary sinceraly yours,
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MERCHANTS BUILDING

CINCINNATI July
Twenty-first,
1980

Rabbi A, H, Silver,
Cleveland, Ohilo,

Desr Rabbi Silver:

During the Summer when you are not
busy, I want to get your advice with reference to
a new activity for which there secems to be & per-
sistant call - the federation of the groups of
older young men of the Synagog who have banded
together under names like "Temple Clubs", "Temple
Brotherhoods", "Junior Synagog" etc. etec.

First: Have you such an organization
in your Congregation?

Second: Has this organization assumed
any congregational burden? Are the members held
responsible for the performance of any set of
duties in connection with the Synagog?

Third: In a general way what do they do?

The object of a federation of this kind
would be both to stimulate the organization of such
societies where they do not exist as well as to ex-
change ideas and plans, making for & standardiza-
tion and improvement of the work. With reference
to the value of such clubs in themselves, I need
not touch upon.

ISAAC SCHOEN, ATLANTA, GA.
CHARLES SHOHL, CINCINNATIL, O.
HORACE STERN, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
SAMUEL STRAUS, CINCINNATI, O.

I. NEWTON TRAGER, CINCINNATI, O.
ISAAC M. ULLMAN, NEW HAVEN, CONN.
LuDwIG VOGELSTEIN, NEW YORK, N. Y.
FELIX VORENBERG, BOSTON, MASS.
AARON WALDHEIM, ST. LOUIS, MO.

A. LEO WEIL, PITTSBURGH, PA.
JOSEPH WIESENFELD, BALTIMORE, MD.
HERMAN WILE, BUFFALO, N. Y.
ALBERT WOLF, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
ADOLPHE WOLFE, PORTLAND, ORE,

An expression of opinion from you on
this subject would be very much appreciated.

Trusting that you are spending the
summer pleasantly, I am

Fratqgnally,
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INFORMATION SOLICITED

Regarding “Temple Clubs”, ‘“Temple Brotherhoods”
or “Junior Congregations”, etc., etc.

Department

of Synagog and School preliminary

Extension p . 3 P
To issuing call for federation of such societies.

City and State

Congregation

Name of Temple Club, Brotherhood, etc., etc.

Membership

Does society assume responsibility for any congregational activities? Please explain in some detail




What are the usual activities of your Society ?_

Remarks

Information furnished by

Rabbi ____
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COPY OF LETTER FROM
MR. ABRAHAM LEWENTHAL, CLEVELAND, OHIO,

Cleveland, Ohio,
August 29,1922,

Dear Siri

The bienniel convention of the Union of Awmerican
Hebrew Congregations to be held in New York next Jenuary will
mark the Golden Jubilee year of the Union. To your Committee
has been assigned an important part of the Convention program,
and I venture to write you because of my interest in and con-
nection with the Board of Managers of Synagog and School Exten—
sion. I seek a broader co-operation through a better understand-
ing of this department of the Union’s activity.

Synagog and School Extension ordinarily implies
the establishment of new congregations; but our Board is also
concerned with congregations already established and with their
activities., I attempt a classification of these activities to
make clear the precise purpose of this letter.

Some activities aim specifically to strengthen and
prosper the orgenization, while others seek results beyond con-
gregational lines, It is the latter class to which I call your
special attention.

However, it cannot be amigs to mention here the
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods and the impetus its
advent has given to congregational activity. The organization
of our women into congregational units has stimulated their
interest in congregational affairs and their opportunity for
usefulness has deepened their allegiance to the common cause.
The remarkable success of the Temple Sisterhoods has warranted
& kindred orgsnization for the men, which movement will likely
be launched at the coming convention., It is unquestionably
true that congregational success in its broadest aspects will
enjoy a more uniform prosperity if in its maintenance, the °
rank and file of membership are given a definite task.

With such helpful agencies it should be easy to

extend activities beyond congregational lines in the effort

to reach the unaffiliated. We Jews are constantly beset by
urgent problems and have been somewhat inattentive to the
undermining process which is carrying so many from our ranks.
It is a weak spot in our cause and the occasional criticism
of non-Jews has not added to our comfort, Figures are need-
less, the situation cannot right itself nor will it be righted
by the unaffiliated. Their number is not decreasing, their
children are growing up in ignorance of their faith, and only
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those who desire to comnserve the cause can feel the impulse
for action. Those enlisted in behalf of Temple and Synagog
must recognize the necessity for a definite systematic recla-
mation program. The forces of organized Jewry must unite to
combat influences so humiliating and destructive.

Our Boar' has not been idlej its accomplishments
are truly creditable but unfortunately the resuits reveal a
giant task and a micget purse. Hence this letter,

A more uniform congregational cooperation is
also invoked. Congregations owe this duty to the cause they
represent and open acknowliedgment should be made thereof in
budget and seneral policy. They must assume some¢ measure of
responsibility for religiocus conditions in their respective
communities. They are hardiy free from biame if their asctiv-
ity is confined within their walls; if they pay no regard to
hildren unable to obtain religious instruction, ii they wholly
ignere the problem of the unaffiliated. Xvery congregation
should be concerned in the Jewish problems of the community.
The unaffiliated man or woman, the untaught chiid, the Jewish
student attending college, the Jewish wayward with power to
defame the Jewish name, the Jewish groups living in scattered
hamlets--all these illustrate the problems atfecting the
truly Jewish cause, the cause of Temple and 3ynagog. These
also illustrate the task assigned to the Department of Syna-
gog and School Extension.

Need I tell you that it requires money? If
you are planning to visualize this grea® Jewish provlem for
the benefit of those attending the Golde-n Jubilee Council «
in New York, please do not fail to call to the attention of
your Committee tnat =~his vast undertaking requires sums 8o
large that 1 will not attempt =an estimate thereof.

Let me, however, call your attention to the
fact that every non-Jewish denomination in America deems it
its duty to conduct such a department under the titls of
"Howe Missions." A religious commun on numbering no more
than the Jews in America d-votes m:l:ions each year for whot
wme call Synagog and School Hxtension. Please remind your
committee that the entire fund at our command is $65,000.0C
a8 year.

I trust that the motive and purpose of this
letter will excuse the liberty taken.

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) A. LEWENTHAL
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