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THE TRACT COMMISSION 
Under the Joint Auapica ol 

The Union ol American Hebrew Congregation• and the Central Conference of American Rabbq 

HYMAN G. ENELOW, N•w YORK, CHAIRMAN 

GEORGE ZEPIN, CINCINNATI. S•cR•TARY 

MORRIS M. FEUERLICHT, INDIANA~OLIS SAMUEL HIRSHBERG. MILWAUK•• 

LEO. M . FRANKLIN, DUROIT JACOB H. KAPLAN, CINCINNATI 

SAMUEL H. GOLDENSON, PITTSBURGH GERSON 8. LEVI, CHICAGO 

FELIX A. LEVY, CHICAGO 

62 DUTTENHOFER BUILDING 

ISAAC 8. MOSES, N&W YOl'K 

ALP'RED S&LLIGMAN, LOUl ■VILL• 

NATHAN STERN, N•w YORK 

CINCINNATI, November 23, 1921. 

Rabbi A. H. Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

We have now distributed two tracts. #1, •What do 
Jews Believe•, by Dr. H, G. Ene l ow; tract #2, "The Jew in 
America•, by Dr. David Philipson. We have distributed on 
November let, tract #3, •Jew and Non-Jew", by Dr. Martin A. 
Jleyeri and for February 1st, 1922, "Jewish Ethics", by Dr. 
Sa.mue Schulman. 

Members of the Tract Commission have suggested 
that the area of distribution might be enlarged in two ways: 
(a) Since our mailing list consists of non-Jewish recipients, 
it might be well to publish the t ,·acts in t ne Union Bulletin 
in order to reach our Jewish ma1ling li rt . (b) It hae been 
suggested that copies of these tracts be furnished to the 
congregations at a nominql fee of ls{ apiece for d1stribution 
at the services or by special committees, etc. 

I am writing to secure your opinion with reference 
to the feasibility of distributing these tracts in your con
gregation. 

Under separa t e cover I am sending you a bundle of 
ten tracts for this purpose. '!'here wi 11 be no charge fol' this 
bundle. We will be glad to furnish bundles of twenty- five each 
at 26¢ per bundle. Thia price includes postage. 

You will confer a great favor upon us by advising 
whether this method of distribution ~ould be ac~ceptable to your 
congregation, and by advisin~ u~ further, whether this task 
of purchasing and distrihuttng tho.se sho11ld be undertaken by 
the congregation or by the Sisterhood under ~- grant from the 
congregation. 

Awa.ittng your response, and thanking you in advance, 
I beg to remain 

GZ:H 



i .:'.1 • 1921 

bbl Geo Zepin• 
62 tte r uil n, 
Cin iru t . 

dear bbi Zc,pin • 

I belieTe t t our i e or atr1btt1n 

op1ea ot y r traot n, u s • 
0 t •• i& l 00 e. n I l t an re a-

11 t a l .. appor-tiona uld br, la to 

tunity or urc ain • at a p nny apteee. • 

ery aino 



/ 

C HAR LE S S H O H I. 

FI R ST NATI O A L BANI< BL ~ O . 

C 1. Cl N A TI 

February 
Tventy-seventh, 
1 9 2 2 . 

abbi Abba :r. :-311 ver, 
E. 55th & c~ntral Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

ome time ago . rahler wrote to us 
stating that on account of adv need age he 
would 1 ke to hav e us. ccept b s resignation 
as a r 1er.1ber of our :Cxecuti ve Board . 1r . 
•ahler, as you know, has also been chairman 
of the Union ' s caMpaign in Cleveland. 

I vrrote to :r . :ah le1 ... , aslring him if 
he could recommend someone to take his place . 
}~e replied at the end of recernber stat ng thr:. t 
1e was referr ng my le t ter to fur . Loewenstein, 
the President . I have not hear d f rther re
garding the matter .from e ither ,r. t ah ler or 
.~r . Loewenstein . 

Before taling any furth er s teps with 
l'egord to t h is matter, I ould lik to hear 
from Ju concernin - it. If you hav anyone 
in mind ·1h om you v1ould like to suggest , please 
let rr.e know . eedle s to say, I am writing 
th s letter to you n confid nee and · ill 
accept your reply in~ e sa~e spirit . 

Loping to hear from you and with kindest 
regard , I beg to renain 

yours, 
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THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
JEWISH BUREAU OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

SYNAGOG AND SCHOOL EXTENSION 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

CINCINNATI 

Dr . A• ;· . Silver , 
E . both &nct. Cen1;ral Ave . , 
C 1 e e l a..1 d ' On l O • 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

_'ia rch 
' :ven1.1eih 
1 'J 22 . 

I na,:e acted upon yo 11r su..:ges1.ion 
a a nave wr 1·t. '-- en to J." r . Lo,,; ens Lein . or.ca 
days nave pas~ed :vi i:ilout rece1 ving a reply . 

II yo 1 vtill oe so kind as t o taKe 
tn1s mal-t.er up w1tn h1.m I will be under great 
ooligaLions to you . 

'."1itn K1n a.e t greJi::1 gs I be g to 
r err.am 

CS : ~LK 



THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
JEWISH BUREAU OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

SYNAGOG ANO SCHOOL EXTENSION 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

OFfl'ICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Rabbi A. H. Silv~r, Jember, 
Board of elegates . 
Cleve lE:.r d, Oh o . 

Dear abb1 Eilver : 

CINCINNATI April 14 , 1922 . 

I enclose for your perusal a very impo tant letter. 
The same has been printed because I am prep'l.red t send out quite 
a number of copies and the printed form ma.l{es it easier to read . 

Some months a o Dr. Stephen S. ise announced the 
fact that he was going to establish a new seminary for the training 
of men for the Liberal Jewish ministry. Under ordinary circumstances 
this announce nt would not be an occasion for any action on the 
part of the Union . Ho ever, Dr. \ ise .,rote and a ·ked us for our 
cooperation. You will see from Mr. Hays' 1 .tter, ~h1ch I have 
enclosed, th .ta Cowmittee wa appointed las~ May to conf r ith 
Dr. ise and to endeavor to di.ssuade him '"'1·om his project. The ef
forts of the Committee were unsuccessful. Dr. Wise definitely 
decided to open his college and forwarded to the Comn,ittee a 
proposal which the Committee submitted to a Con erence of members 
of the Board of Gov-ernors and of the Executivt:! Boc..i.rd o.i:' the Union 
living in Cincinnati. Our answer s -ell as the proposal are given 
at length in Mr. Hays' letter. 

As far as e can see the College is ~ully able to 
supply all the rabbis needed for t e R•:form ministry. We hav 
about eignty studen~s no a:nd h ·e ac.,ommojation fo two hundred. 
ne are just on the point o~ building a dormitory to accommodate 
one hundred and t renty-five students. I am or the opinion that 
Dr. Wise's trip tl1roup:h the /est, if successful., is apt to be 
fraught with danger for our on ins itution. 

I am sendjng thjs ~etter to you b cause you are a 
member of the Board of Delegates. I wish you ould read it care
'"'ully and let me have a state ent 0 .1' yo r opinion for m guidance. 
I trust that you~ ill appro e he ~tand taken by the Conference 
held in Cincinnati. 

A1aiting your response 1 and iith kindest regards 
I am 

Faithfully yours, 

Llev-1!..u 
CS:RH President . 



Dr. Stephen S. Wise 

. Makes a Proposal 

to the Union 

The Committee's Reply 
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The Committee's Reply 

Dr. Lee K. Frankel, Chairman, 
Free Synagogue Committee, 
1 Madison Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Frankel : 

New York, 
April 
Sixth, 
1922. 

In accordance with my last letter to you, dated March 29th, Mr. Ludwig Vogelstein 
and I, representing our Committee, went to Cincinnati for the purpose of consulting the 
governing bodies of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and the Hebrew Union 
College, regarding your plan of opening a Rabbinical College in New York City, and your 
proposal for co-operation. 

We met with a group of fifteen gentlemen, consisting of members of the Executive 
Board of the Union and members of the Board of Governors of the Hebrew Union College, 
as many as could be summoned upon such short notice. We went over the whole situation. 
We reviewed the ground covered at the several joint meetings of our two Committees. 

WHAT THE COMMITTEE TRIED TO ACCOMPLISH 

We explained to the gentlemen with whom we conferred in Cincinnati that our Com
mittee had met with the Committee of the Free Synagogue of which you are the Chairman, 
and that our Committee had endeavored to dissuade you from establishing such an Institute 
of Religion. We repeated to them the grounds upon which we made this request of you. 

First, that the Hebrew Union College fulfills all the needs of the aituation, its training 
being adequate, its faculty distinguished, its location ideal. 

Secondly, the Hebrew Union College is now an historical institution; its graduates num
ber over two hundred occupying the vast majority of the leading Jewish pulpits of America; 
its claim to the gratitude of American Israel is based on achievements not to be set aside 
easily nor to be disposed of lightly; the institution founded by Dr. Isaac M. Wise has an ina
lienable claim not only upon the allegiance of every alumnus of the College, but upon every 
congregation belonging to the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and upon every 
man in the Liberal Jewish ministry; in short, that it is absolutely necessary to unite all efforts 
in the support of the Hebrew Union College. 

Further, we made clear to them that we had pointed out to your Committee that the Col
lege represents a large financial investment in excellently equipped college buildings, an 
unequalled library, and that it would soon have a dormitory. All of these are necessary 
features of a college, and are the results of many years of painstaking effort and immeasur
able sacrifice. 



We stated to the meeting that seemingly all of our arguments had failed to influence 

your Committee from proceeding with its plans, but that you had expressed the hope and 

desire that the situation still permitted some form of co-operation and as a basis of such co
operation, you submitted the following proposal: 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE'S PROPOSAL 

"1.-The Jewish Institute of Religion, a school for training 
for the Jewish ministry, established by the Free Synagogue, is to 
become an activity of the Union of American Hebrew Congre
gation co-ordinate with the Hebrew Union College of Cincinnati. 

"2.-The Jewish Institute of Religion shall be an independent 
and autonomous institution and no arrangement or agreement of 
any kind shall qualify its independence or limit its autonomy. 

"3.-The Board of Trustees (in number from five to twenty
five) of the Jewish Institute of Religion which, being created by 
the Free Synagogue, shall thereafter remain a self-perpetuating 
body; shall include representation of not more than 20 o/c of its 
number to be appointed or elected by the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. 

"4.-There shall be such interchange of Professors, Students 
and arrangements of student credits as may be deemed desirable 
by the governing bodies of the Jewish Institute of Religion and 
the Hebrew Union College, or the faculties thereof if so em
powered . 

.. .5-The Union of American Hebrew Congregations shall 
make necessary budgetary provision for the Jewish Institute of 
Religion for the first three years of this agreement, the budget 
shall be the minimum sum of $45,000.00 per annum. At the 
expiration of three years there shall be a re-appraisal of the bud
getary needs of the Institute. 

"6.-The officers of the Institute, including its President, Dr. 
Wise, shall, upon the acceptance of the plan herein proposed, 
place themselves at the disposal of the officers of the Union for 
the purpose of securing funds for the maintenance of the Hebrew 
Union College and the Jewish Institute of Religion, all funds by 
them secured to be credited to a joint College and Institute Fund.•• 

This proposal for co-operation as well as its underlying principles were fully and care

fully considered. The opinion of the conference is summed up in the following declaration 

which was unanimously adopted as the sense of those present: 



CONFERENCE ADOPTS DECLARATION 

"The best interest of American Judaism will be conserved not 
by founding a new institution, but by strengthening the present 
support of the Hebrew Union College. 

"Should it become necessary at any time in the future to 
establish another institution for the training of Rabbis, such insti
tution in order to become 'an activity of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, co-ordinate with the Hebrew Union Col
lege· ( these are the words of the proposal of the Free Synagogue 
Committee), could under no circumstances be under the self-per
petuating control of a single congregation, but, as is the Hebrew 
Union College, would necessarily be controlled by the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, composed of more than two 
hundred congregations representing and speaking for Liberal 
Judaism in America." 

Our Committee will make this declaration of the conference the basis of its report 
to the Executive Board at its next regular meeting in June. As you know, our Committee 
was appointed by the Executive Board of the Union last May when that body received a 
communication from the Executive Council of the Free Synagogue, containing the informa
tion that the Free Synagogue contemplated the establishment of a Jewish Institute of Reli
gion for the trafning of men for the Liberal Jewish ministry. 

With the consent of the other members of our Committee I am transmitting this expres
sion of our opinion to you, at this time, so that there may be no misunderstanding on the 
part of your Committee, bearing in mind your apprisal to me in your letters of March 28th 
and 30th, that Dr. Stephen S. Wise contemplated making a tour of the country during April 
and May for the purpose of raising funds for the proposed College in New York City. 

With assurances of my highest esteem I beg to remain 

Very sincerely yours, 

DANIEL P. HAYS, 
Chairman. 

ALFRED M. COHEN and LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN were present at the conference and 
concur in the above. 

We, the undersigned, members of the Committee, who were unable to attend the Con
ference in Cincinnati, have read the foregoing and fully concur therein. 

DA YID LEVENTRITT 
BEN AL THEIMER 



THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
JEWISH BUREAU OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

SYNAGOG AND SCHOOL EXTENSION 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CINCINNATI 
April 14 1 1922 

Supplementary to my letter of April 10th in which 

I asked for a list of attorneys in your city, I want to let 

you know that I have also written to the President of your con

gregation in connection with this matter. 

As I wish to avoid putting both of you to the trouble 

of securing the same information, may I suggest that you get in 

touch with the Presideat? In my letter to the President, I en

closed a blank form to be filled out, giving in addition to the 

names of the attorneys, the firm name, so that we may prevent 

duplication in writing to the firms subsequently. 

Again assuring you of my hearty appreciation of your 

kindness in assisting us to secure the list, and with kindest 

regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

cs,n President. 



THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

CHARLES SHOHL 
Pltll:■1011:NT 

SIGMUND RHEINSTROM 

JULIUS ROSENWALD 

ISAAC W. BERNHEIM 

LUDWIG VOGELSTl:IN 

YICll•Pltll:■1011:NT■ 

BEN ALTHEI.ER. IIIW TOH. • · T. 

N. HENRY BECKMAN, CIIICIRNATI. o. 

IIAAC W. BERNHEIM , LOUISYILLI. KY 
FRID E. BRU■ L, CUYIELAND, o. 
EDGAR M. CAHN, IIIW OIUANI, LA. 

ALFRED M. COHEN, CIRCIIINATI, o. 
JOSIAH COHEN, l'ITTl ■UHH, l'A. 

DAVID W. EDELMAN, LOI ANHUI, CAL 

GUSTAVE A. EFROY■SON, IRDIAIIAl'OLII. IRD. 

MORYi.ER fLIIIHHACKER, IAII PIANCIICO. CA&. 

JULIUS w. FRElalRG. CIRCIRRATI , 0, 

IIAAC GOLDBERG, DETIOIT, RICN, 

DANIEL P. HAYS, IIIW TOH, 11. T. 

SIMEON M. JOHNSON , CINCIRRATI, O. 

ADOLF KRAUS, CHICAGO, ILL 

ALalRT L. LEVI, HOOKLTII, 11 , Y, 

JAco• w. IIACK. CIIICIRRATI, o. 
EDWIN B, IIEISSNER, ST. LOUIi, RO, 
HENRY MORGENTHAU , IIIW YOH, R. T, 

ADOLPH S. OCHS, IIIW TOH, • • T. 

HERBERT C, 0ETTINGER, CINCINNATI, O, 

HENRY OPPENHEI.ER, ■ALTIIIOIE . MD. 
WILLIA■ ORNSTEIN . CINCINNATI, O, 

A. C. RATSHESKT, IOSTON, NASS, 

MARCUS RAUH, l'ITTSIUIGH, l'A. 

SIGMUND RHEINSTRO., CIIICINRATI, O. 

MAURICE D, ROSENBERG, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

S1•0N w. ROSENDALE, ALIAIIY, •. T, 

JULIUS ROSENWALD, CHICAGO, ILL. 

MORRIS H. ROTHSCHILD, NEW TOH, 11 . T. 

A. L. SALnSTEIN, MILWAUKU , WIS , 

LOUIS SCHLESINGER, NEWAH , 11 . J . 

JACOB SCHNAOIG. CHICAGO, ILL. 

ISAAC SCHOEN, ATLANTA, GA, 

CHARLES SHOHL, CINCIIIRATI. O. 

HORACE STERN, l'HILADELl'HIA, l'A. 

SA.UEL STRAUS, CINCIRNATI, O. 

I. NEWTON TRAGER, CIRCINNATI, o. 
ISAAC M, ULLMAN , NEW HAVEN, CONN, 

LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN, NEW YOH, II . T. 

AARON WALDHEIM, ST. LOUIi, MO. 

A. LEO WEIL, l'ITTSIUIGH , l'A . 

JOSEPH WIESEN FELD, ■ALTIIIOH , 11D. 

HERMAN WILE, IUHALO, 11 . Y. 

ALBERT WOLF, l'HILADt:Ll'NIA, l'A. 

ADOLPHE WOLFE, l'O■TLAND. OH. 

WILLIA• B. WOOLNER, l'EO■IA0 ILL 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN 
■11:CllllTAIIT 

RABBI JACOB D, SCHWARZ 
A■■l■TANT ■11:CllllTAIIY 

SYNAGOG 8c SCHOOL EXTENSION 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

CINCINNATI 

Rabbi A.H. 
E. 55th &- Ce 
Clevela d, 0 i • 

er, 
1 A e . , 

ear Rabbi Silver: 

BUREAU OF RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 

April 
Seventee th 

9 2 

Foll ing Jour sugges io of e 
eel~ "" a.g , Mr. Shohl wrote to Mr. Benjamin 

Loewenstein, a king him to accept a place on 
the Exec t ve Board. He ha.s ot yet head 
from .r . Loe enstei . I kno, you at him 
to accept. 

Will b i Cl v 1 
am ondering if you coul 

for the p pose of callt on Mr . Loewenste n 
and for the discussion of other matter c n-
cerning he Un • We are in a peculi ar f-'S • 
i io not aving a C a.i n C .. J.rman or l:.,t...ther 
a Collectio s Chairman in you city. I am 

r ting a line to Rabbi WoJsoy, f ho 
can devote a t time to tho 

h .rs ay. If mi ht mee w h you 
~01 e e a rly :.1 thv day , think e co· 
ac all ou bu ine s wi h n .oey. 

0 
Habbi 
d rans-

int i 
ings, I 

Tru ing tc, 
and 

rem.a.in 

receive your co a~a ion 
h :indest per ona greet-

GZ:MK 
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, C a rles Sh ohl. Pres't, 

c/o Unio n of .. . nerica.!1 Hebre\7 Con :,re i~ations , 

Ci n c i n na t i , 01 i o . 

... :y deur - r. chohl: 

Your letters, · s ~in 5 e t o take 

t : e position on t h e ·J orr d of the Hebr ew UniOil Col lege 

:t succeed - r ........ :.w.hler, .rere recei .. e d , a 1d s '1ould 

have h d earlier attention, but could not quit e 

1a , e u 1 ~ mind to acce_t t h is position, as y tie 

is so completel taken up. Howe er, at t h e desire 

of Rabi Sil er I ha e decide to cce pt the position 

unl es,.. you ha e in ""' e mea n h ile oi nted so, eo . e else. 

Thanking you for your con iderat·on , ard 

o.ss t: ring OU o f a ·~ r ec i ,,..tion of t h e h a1or s .. o rn . e 
~ ... ., 

I rer:ia i n , 

~ 0 ·1rs ver .. truly, 

h ..... :JB ( d) Benj . Lo ·1ensteL , 
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FREE SYNAGOGUE 

NEW YORK 

.. r . low 

STEPHEN S. WISE 

23 WEST 90TH STREET 

t .. 
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LEE K . FRANKEL 
ONE MAD I SON AVE.NUE 

NEW YORK 
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THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

CHARLES SHOHL 
P'Rll•IDIINT 

SIGMUND RHEINSTROM 

.JULIUS ROSENWALD 

ISAAC W. BERNHEIM 

LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN 

VICll•P'IH•IDIINT• 

BEN ALTHEIMER , NEW YOU, II, Y. 

N. HENRY BECKMAN, CIIICIIINATI, o.J 
ISAAC W. BERNHEIM , LOUISVILLa, Ill 

FRED E. BRUML, CLEVELAND, O, 

EDGAR M. CAHN , NEW our.Alls , LA. 

ALFRED M. COHEN, CINCINNATI, o.y' 

JOSIAH COHEN , PITTHURGH, PA. 

DAVID W. EDELMAN, LOS ANGEUS, CAL 

GUSTAVE A. EFROYMSON , INDIANUOLII, IND, 

MORTIMER fLEISHHACKER , SAN P'UIICIICO, CAL, 

JULIUS W. fREIHRG, CIIICINNATI. o.✓ 
ISAAC GOLDBERG , DEUOIT, MICH, 

DANIEL P. HAYS, NEW YOH, 11 . Y, 

SIMEON M, JOHNSON , CINCINNATI, O. ✓ 
✓ ADOLF KRAUS, CHICAGO, ILL, 

ALBERT L. LEVI, UOOXLYII, N, Y. 

JACOB W. MACK, CIIICIIIIIATI, O.✓ 
EDWIN B. MEISSNER, IT. LOUIi, NO. 

HENRY MORGENTHAU , NEW YOIIII , N, 'f. 

ADOLPH S . OCHS , NEW YOU, N. Y. 

HERBERT C. OETTINGER. CINCINNATI, 0, i,,/ 
HENRY OPPENHEIMER, BALTIMORE, MD 
WILLIAM ORNSTEIN, CIIICIIIIIATI, O, ;/ 

A. C. RATSHESKY , 80STOII, MASS. 

MARCUS RAUH, PITTSIUHH , PA. ✓ 
SIGMUND RHEINSTROM, CINCIIINATI, 0, 

MAURICE D. ROSENBERG, WASHINGTON, D, C. 

SIMON W. ROSENDALE, ALBANY. N. Y. J JULIUS ROSENWALD, CHICAGO, 1\.L. 

MORRIS H. ROTHSCHILD, NEW YOU, 11 . y , 

A. L. SALTISTEIN, MILWAUKEE, WIS, 

LOUIS SCHLESINGER, NEWAU , 11 . J . 

JACOB 5CHNADIG , CHICAGO, ILL . 

ISAAC SCHOEN, ATLANTA, GA, 

CHARLES SHOHL, CINCIIIHATI , 0 . ✓ 
HORACE STERN, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

SAMUEL STRAUS, CINCINNATI, o . V 
I. NEWTON TRAGER, CIIICIIIIIATI, o . V 
ISAAC M. ULLMAN , NrW HAVEN. c:01111 . 

LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN , NEW YORK, 11. Y, 

It.ARON WALDHEIM , IT, LOUIS, MO. 

A . LEO WEIL, PITTs ■URCiH, PA. 

JOSEPH WIESEN FELD , BALTIMORE, 11D, 

HERMAN WILE. au,,uo, " · Y. 

ALBERT WOLF, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

#t.OOLPHE WOLFE, PORlLAIID, OU. 

WILLIAM 8 , WOOLNER, PEORIA. ILL 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN 
SECIIIITAIIIY 

RABBI .JACOB D, SCHWARZ 
A•SISTANT •IICIIETAIIY 

I 

SYNAGOG & SCHOOL EXTENSION 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

CINCINNATI 

A ril 

BUREAU OF RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 

':: ·,enty - seve_ th, 
1 9 2 2 . 

Rabbi .. bba 
,ast 55th 

Cleveland, 

_. Silver, 
t . & Cent1.,al, 
hio . 

Dear. abbi Silver: 

Ir the absence of . Shohl 
from the city, I beg to acknowledge 
r .,ceipt of your· kind avor of pril 17th 
vii th reference to the proposal of Dr . 
Ste hens . . ise . 

I have 
to -.. r . Shohl . 

orua.rded your letter 

Rabbi 
y;ould 

.. it _ cordial _•eeards 
Zepin, who is also out o~ 
.. ish to join rue, I a. 

in ~, 
the 

Ve y since1~e1y ours, 

(~ :; ,</,l' ~ 
Assist nt Secret 0 r 

ich 
city 

• 



ABRAM I. ELKUS 
PRESIDENT Jrree 8,yuagngur RABBIS 

CHARLES E. BLOCH 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

NEW YORK 
A RELIGIOUS CENTER FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE 

ST E P H E N S . W I S E 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 

SAMUEL SAMUEL 
TREASURER 

WALTERS. HILBORN 
HON . SECRETARY 

OFFICE OF 

P'REDERICK L. GUGGENHEIMER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

FR&:E SYNAGOGUE HOUSE, 36 WEST 68TH STREET 

S 3873 
TEL. COLUMBUS ) 3874 

Dear and Roverend Six: 

J. MAX WEIS 

MAXWELL SILVER 

JACOB A . GOLDBERG 

We send you hera~ith an open letter addressed to the P~esident 
of tha un:tcn of A!!Leric?.n Hebrew Cong:reg?.tions by e .. Spdcial 
Coiurt.ittee of' the J.':i:0e Synagogue on the J"2wish ... ::.1s·~itui~a of 
R~ligion. ~his letter i~ a reply to an open letter add~assed 
to tha Rabb:;. s of the Congregations of the Uni0n b:;,· fr .. ~Bbb-~J., 
its F·:resid.cnt_. an<l dea:.s fully with tha negoti3.ti.on0 0:c the 
Free Synago~1e tlrough its special Committee with a CJm~ittee 
of the ·(inion$ 

Wa shall be very glad to have your comP.",ant on the matters 
outlined in the papars we subffiit. 

Faithfully Yours, 

Abraffi I.Eikus ) 
Cha~les E~Bloch) for the Committee 
Lee K,Frankel ) 
cJu1ian W. iack ) 
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Open Letter to the President of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations from a 

Committee of Free Synagogue. 

Tew York, April 20, 1922. 

CHARLES HOHL, EsQ., President, 
nion of American Hebrew Congregations, 
incinnati, Ohio. 

ir: On pril 11, 1922, as Pre ident of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregation , you addressed 
an pen Lett r to the Rabbi of the congregation 
in the ni n. Encl :cd in this letter wa~ a copy 
of a Jett r (*l written by Mr. Daniel P. Hays, a 
Chairman of a committ appointed by the Execu
tive ommittc of the nion to con£ r with a com-
mittee of th Fre ynagogue of ~ T w ork. Thi 
lett r wa addrc . d to Dr. Le K. Frankel, Chair
man of th latter committe . On the outer pag 
of thi letter th following title, not contained in 
th original, , a added: "Dr. tephen S. v i e 
Makes a Propo. al to the nion and the Commit
tee' Reply." 

\\ e refrain at thi. time from c mmenting upon 
the lack of courtesy and ta. te on ) our part in 
pub Ii hing Mr. Hay.' I tter before fficial action 
had been taken by the Executive Committee of the 

nion. Re arding the letter which you addressed 

(*l) Published under heading, ppendix A. 
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Acting President Julian Morgenstern, were held 
with the committee of the Free Synagogue. These 
conference were characterized, as you must have 
been informed by your representatives, by entire 
cordiality and good-will. 

At the fir t conference, December 22, 1921, your 
representati e ought to di suade the Free Syna
gogue from it purpose, etting forth that, from 
the viewpoint of the Hebrew Union College, an
other in titute for the training of Rabbis was un
nece ary. \Ve, on the other hand, set forth a 
frankly our own deep conviction why such an in
- titution should be founded in New York City. It 
i unneces ary to restate all of these grounds, for 
they have b en outlined with some fullness in our 
ommunication of fay, 1921, addres ed to your 

body. 

\ e cited the e fact : The J ewi h population of 
merica ha grown ten time as large as it was in 

1874, ·when the Hebrew Union College wa 
founded ; the Jewish population of r ew York City, 
the large t J wi h centre in history, i five times 
as large a the J ewi h population of merica in 
1874. ew York offers opportunities for work in 
univer itie of the highest academic standards. 

ew York contains two Jewish libraries of the 
first order, that of the Jewish Theological Semi
nary and the Schiff collection of the New York 
Public Library. By reason of its vast Jewish pop
ulation, an institute in New York City would 
afford opportunities for practical acquaintance with 
the epprmou ly important questions of Jewish re
ligiou edu ation and J ewi h social ervice which 
could not be afforded elsewhere. 

\Ve tat d that the purpose of the founders of 
the In. titute wa. to appeal olely to graduates of 
American college and univer itie , who, having 
completed their . ecular education, would be free to 
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deYotc them eke for a period of year. altog thcr 
to their rabbinical studie . \ • ' t->tatccl that your 
underlying a umption that the c"tabli hm nt of 
another ~chool f >r the training of Rabbi mu. t 
nccc: ·arily be harmful to the I1 brew nion ol
lcge wa v ·holly out of kc ping with the spirit that 
ha governed J cwish affairs during th· pa t ·en 
tury, indeed for many centuri • · ; that within s '\ 
enty-fiye y ar • at l a ·t four rabbinical institution.., 
had been found d in Germany and 1\u. tro
H ungary; namely, in Bre lau, Derlin, Yienna and 
Budape. t, and that at no time and by no n of 
the e in titution • had it been . ought t a\" ·rt th • 
creation r th '-· ri: of another. \\'e furth rmore 
. tated that many Jewi h congregati n through ut 
th country had mpty pulpit becau. c of the in
sufficient number of men prepared to en· a. 
Rabbis. In the cour. c of the n gotiation it " a. 
al o mentioned that approximately fiftc n men
the number i now twenty-had applied for admi -
sion to the in:titute, even th ugh practically n 
literature concerninr-- it. plan and c<ntr. c had 
he!·n pub Ii . h d. It wa forth r t->tatcd that under 
the 11 nnorary Pre ·id ncy of Dr. .._,mil :1. IJir. ch. 
'bhLi of T m1 le inai, hicago, and the Pr ..,i-
< 'ency of Dr. \ \"isc, it was plann d to be<Tin the 
\' ork of tht: In:titute in ctober, 1922. 

t the . econd conferenc , March 8, 1922, the ug
ge.-tion " ·as made to u in what . cem d, and we ha\" 
no doubL wa. , a wholl_ amicable pirit that we 
outlin po. sible plan of co-operation with the 
l P.ion of m rican Hebrew Congrcgati n . . t
inrr Pre. iclent 1 iorg-en:-tern in re. pon..,c to th • 
query of Dr. Frankel a. to whether a m ' th d of 
co-opcrati n would be con idered by th nion 
. tate<l that the participation of hi. a. sociate. and 
him~ If in the confcrenc wa indicative f the 
willingness of the Executive ommitte to r ceiv 
. uch a plan. 
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At the final meeting, held March 17, 1922, we, 
and not a you ay Dr. \Vise, submitted to your 
repre entativ a "Basi of Discu ion" (*4). 
Y ur cw Y rk representative , we are sure, will 
agree that in th ourse of the di cus ion of the 
m ·morandum, .-ubmitted by u , as wa expres ly 
stated, tentatiYely and only a a ba is of di cu -
:-.ion, they rec iY d our ugge tions a in the main 
acceptable and ,·en admirable. aturally they 
~tated that the final deci 10n must re t with the 
ExccutiYe ommittee. 

t the final meeting one of your committee 
-.,tated that our plan to make the Jewi h In titutc 

f Religion an integral part of the nion made 
the day f meeting one of the happie t of his life . 
. \n th r member declared that the "Basi of Di -
cu ion" gaye him great joy. The third member 
tated that, though he had had no formal di cu -

.;;ion with hi colleague , he wa prepared to 
r commend the adoption of the plan with some 
slight change.. He ugge t d to his colleague 
that Rabbi Pollal' be ent to Cincinnati in order 
to urge adopti n. Another f your committee 
ther upon add d that, ina much a. they wi -hed 
the plan to be ad pted, it would be better if twc 
of them were to go to Cincinnati in order that 
the~ might urge it them. elve_. 

There was n t the lighte t intimation in the 
cour. e of our la. t conference that the plan in it. 
entirety or in an) of it detail - wa. unfriendly or 
antagoni tic ither to the Hebrew nion College 
or to the ni n f merican Hebrew ongrega
tion_. Thr urrhout the c nf r nc . Dr. \\ i e and 
other of u gay per. onal e pre . ion to our deep 
and unfeigned intere t in the nion to which the 
Free ynagogue belong. , and in the College, the 

(*4) Published under headin~, Appendix D. 



chief in titution under its care, three of wh e 
graduates are Dr. \ i e' a ociate in the mini try 
of the Free Synagogue. 

In the cour e of the la t conference, 1arch 17, 
1922, it wa suggested by everal of u that if po -
sible an early deci ion be arri \·ed at, though n date 
, a named. It wa one of y ur repr ntativ 
who stated that it wa - only fair that w . hould 
have a reply h . pril 15. Thi ugg tion wa • 
made in part, b cau e Dr. \ ise had planned to 
leave for Europe early in June to ecure additional 
member for the Facult)~ of the in titute. If th 
Executive Committee of the nion de. ired to util
ize Dr. \ i e's ervice to secure funds for the 

nion, a provided in the "Ba i f Di cu ion," 
it \.Vould be ncce : ary for him to hape hi plan 
and engagement accordingly. If the propo ed 
plan of co-operation sh uld pro,·e unacceptable to 
the Executive ommitt e, it wa under tood by 
your committee it would be nee sary for Dr. \Vi. 
to vi it <-everal J ewi. h centre , b fore leaving for 
Europe, to . ecure funds for the maintenance of th 
in titute during it first year . This wa the mor 
ne e . . ary, becau. e the committee had refrained 
from attempting to ecure fund for the in titute 
pending the negotiation with th mon 111c 
. fay, 1921. 

It i almo t incredible that you hould di tort 
the above fact into the following, , hich i quoted 
from your communication of April 11, 1922: 

"Dr. \Vi e or the Chairman of hi committ e in
si . ts upon an an wer in fifteen day or Dr. \ ise 
will immediately set out upon a tour of the \ e t 
to rai. e m ney for the upport of the propo ed 
ollcgc in w York." Just a little is it fair to 

imply as you do that the "Basi of Di cu. ion" 
ubmitted by u , a gr up of men deeply int re tecl 
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in the "C nion and per uaded of the importance of 
it · . crvice to Am rican I rael, v a in ubstance an 
ultimatum. Your committee definitely under tood 
that our memorandum, bearing the title, "A Basi:-
of Di _cu:--~ion," v.a~ nothing more than what it 
purported to be. 

Our committee were prepared to go to incin
nati to meet with vour Executive ommittee. \\ e 
\\ ere advi. cd that~ no me ting would take place in 
the near future, but that an informal conferenc 
could be a1Tangecl with the President and ice
Pr sident of th Union. \Ve concluded it would 
he b<.tter for y ur committe to m ct with these 
officers inf rm ally. \ \ e expre ed the hope that if 
nee'::- . ary we mio-ht later me t with your E.·ecu
tive ommitt 

ontrary to our under tandin f your commit-
tee' _ tatcm nt, the con£ rencc wa. neither . mall 
nor informal, but wa. participat d in by "a o-roup 
of fifteen gcntl m n, con. i. ting of member of the 
E. ·ecutivc Boar l of th nion and m mb r of th 
l~oard of ovcrnor of the Hebrew Cnion College, 
a. many a could b . ummoncd upon such hort 
notice." Thi conference adopt d a "d ·clarati n," 
which, 1fr. Hay. in his communication of ,\pril 
, 1922, to Dr. Frankel . tatc~, wa. to be the ba i.., 

of hi: committc ' r port to the E. ·ecutive om
mittee. ~ Totwithstanding thi and without au 
thorization of the E.· cuti, e ommitte you cut 
off ev ry opportunity for a pr . entati n f ur ca_e 
and d liberat ly publi. hcd Mr. Hays' I tter. 
.\gain without authority you . uppl mcnted thi, 
I tt r by one over your wn :ignature a. Pre. ident 
of the nion of . \ m ri an TT brew Congregation: 
in ·which our suggc tion. arc rejected in term~ 
couch d in th m st unfriendly . pirit. In thi let 
ter you advi cl the Rabbi . of th ongre~ation . 
, f the Union that there can he no "Ba. i. of Di. -



i· u .·.., ion'' hl't\H' ·n th<.' l"ni,>11 and th Frc' yna 
gogm·. You had no authority to mak • such a 
•,tatl'mcnt. You and your a. ociatcs were of 
, Purse f re<.' to disappn;v • our ·ugg tion. You 
l~ad no right in common dee ·ncy to puhli. h th(' 
.·ic,, . of ) our collca,ru<'. and yours lf in a form 
, ·hich make-; them app ·.~r as an official l' ision of 
the L~nion of .\m ·rican TT br w ongr gati ns. 

,\' c 1,rotcst alik • again:t the . pirit (*5) an<l the 
fo;-m of vour communication. \\' off ·r n de
fe nse of Dr. \\ ' ise again~t your wilfully mi leading 
,tnd ralumniou. atta ·k upon him. I l need: n 
def ens· at our hand-.; h ·for . \ mcrican I ra l. But 
as member:-. of a committee oi th Fr c yna
,roguc, , ·h irh ha: sought to deal with th Union in 
a spirit of utter fairne:-. . and fri ndlinc , we pro 
tc. t aga· nst your attitud toward a body which 
·.n· ha,·e the honor tn reprc ·ent. \Ve d mand that 
,,ith the ka. t pr,s. ihl d la) you call a m eting of 
the Executin· Hoard of the nion of American 
TT chrc, • ngrcg-ations in ord ·r that it may con-
idcr ,, hat action to tal·c in refer nee to a public 
tatcmcnt of its Pre. icknt which traduc s th 

honor of th rcpr ·sen ta ti,.'. of a con titu nt ·na 
,,., ~~uc who ·ought in th . pirit of unity which 
befits J cws to conf r with a com mitt c f th 
Executive Boar<l. 

\\' accept as final the "d claration" which you 
a 1d the tifteen n-entl men pr sent at your confer
c>nce made in re p ct to the po sible relation. 0f 
the nion of : merican Hebrew ongregation and 
th J ewi ·h In. titu c of Religion It i. n t our pur 
po: to appeal thcr from to th' ExccutiY Board. 
\Y c demand, how·,· ·r, in ju:-.tic • to the Fre • 
. ~·nag-ogue, ither that you publicly r •tract the 

(*5) Publi. hcd under heading, App ·uJi , E. 
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calumniou and £al e inuendoes in your public 
. tatement of pril 11, and recite the facts as you 
ha e not th r in tated them, or that the Free 

ynagoguc, through it representatives, be given 
the opportunity promptly to present the entire 
matter to the Executive Board of the Union of 

mencan H ebrew Congregation . 

ery truly your , 

ABRAM I. ELKUS, 
President_. 

LEE K. FRA KEL, 
Chairman of Committee 

JULI \ . MACK, 

CHARLES E. BLOCH, 

H. M. KAUF 1A , 

WALTER . HILBOR 

J. . T IIURMA , 

F. L. GuGGE HEIMER, 
Co,mnittee. 
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APPENDIX A 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise Makes a Proposal 
to the Union 

The Committee's Reply 

Kew York, April , 1922. 

DR. LEEK. FRANKEL, Chairman, 
Free ynagogu ~ommittc , 
1 Madi on vc., ~ ew ork, 

Dear Dr. Frank I: 

In accordance with my la. t l ttcr to you, dat cl 
l\Iarch 29th, Mr. Ludwig o 1st in and I, repr -
scnting our committ e, went to in innati for the 
purpo,· c of ron. ulting th gov rning bodies of the 
C nion of Am ri an II brew ongrcgati n. and 
the Hebrew nion College, regarding our plan 
of opening a Rabbinical ollcg in ew ork ity, 
and your propo al for co-operation. 

\ e met with a group of fifteen gentl m n, con
i ting of member of the Executive Board of th 
nion and members of the Board of Governor of 

the Hebrew nion College, a many a. could be 
ummoned upon uch hort notice. \\ e went over 

the whole . ituation. \\ e reviewed· the ground 
coyered at th . e,·eral joint meeting. of our two 
committee . . 

What the Committee Tried to Accomplish 

\\ e explain d to the gent! 'm n with whom we 
·on£ rr cl in incinnati that our committee had 
met with the Committee f th Fr ynagogue, 
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of which you are th hairman, and that our com
mittee had endeavored to di _ uade you from e tab
Ii hing uch an In titute of Religion. vVe repeated 
to them the ground upon which we made this 
r que t of you. 

Fir t, that the Hebrew nion College fulfill all 
the need~ of the ituation, it training being ade
quate, it faculty distingui hed, it location ideal. 

ec ndly, the Hebrew nion ollege i now an 
hi torical in titution; its graduate number over 
two hundred, occupying the va t majority of the 
I ading J ewi h pulpit of America; its claims to 
th gratitu<l of American I rael i based on 
achic,·emcnts not t be set aside ea ily nor to be 
di ·pos ·d of li ghtly; th im,tituti n founded by Dr. 
I:aac I. \ i!,,e ha an inalienable claim not only 
upon the alleg-iance f cv ry alumnu: of the col
Icrr , but upon ev ry congregation belonging to thr 
Union of merican 1 l br ·w ongrcgation , an,: 
upon •yery man in the Librral Jewish mini ·try; 
in . hort, that it i. ab:olutcly n •cessary to unite 
all efforts in the ·upport of the H brew mon 
'oll ge. 

Further, w made clear to them that we had 
pointed out to your committee that the college 
r present· a large financial inve tment in excel
lently equipp d college building , an unequalled 
librar , and that it would soon have a dormitory . 
. \ ti of these are nece~sary feature of a college, and 
arc th re ·ult of many year of pamstaking effort 
an<l immeasurabl acrifice. 

\ \ . • tatcd to the m cting that eemingly all of 
our argum ·nts had failed to influcnc • your com
mittc from proc cding ""·ith it · plan. , but that you 
had exprc. sc<l the hope and de ire that the itu-

12 



ation till permitted . omc form of co-operati n, 
and as a basi of uch co-op ·ration you ·ubmitte I 
th following proposal : 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise's Proposal 

"1. Th Jewi h In titut of Religion, a 
. chool for training for the J ewi h mini try, 
e tabli hed by the Free ynagogue, i to be
come an activity of the nion of m ncan 
Hebre"•· ongregations, co-ordinate with the 
Hebrew nion College of incinnati. 

"2. The J ewi. h In · ti tut of Religion shall 
be an independent and autonomous institution 
and no arrangement or aP-rcement of any kind 
shall qualify it ind p n<l ·n c or limit iL 
autonomy. 

"3. The Board of Tru tee-; (in numb r from 
five to tw nty-fiy ) of h J wish In. titute of 
Religion which, b ing created by th Fr e 
Synago :ru , . hall th rcaft r remain a ·elf
perpetuating body; shall inclu<l' reprc ·enta
tion of not mor than 20% of its number to 
be appointed or elected by the nion of mer
ican Hebrew Con regation .. 

"4. There shall be uch interchange of pro
fes or , tudents and arrang ment • of . tudent 
credit as may be deemed de irablc by th 
governing bodie of the J ewi h In titute of 
Religion and the Hebrew nion College, or 
the facultie. thereof, if • mpower d. 

"5. The Tni n of m ri an Hebrew C n-
gr gation. . hall make n ·c s ary budg tar) 
provi ion for the J \\ ish In ·titut of Religion 
for the fir~t three y ·ar. of ti i agreement, th, 
budget ~hall be the minimum um of "'45,000 
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per annum. t the expiration of three years 
there ·hall be a re-appraisal of the budgetary 
need of the in titutc. 

" . Th • officers of the in, titute, including 
it Pre ident, Dr. \ i. e, hall, upon the ac
ceptance of the plan herein propo ed, place 
them eke at the di posal of the officer of 
the nion for the purpose of securing funds 
for the maintenance of the Hebrew nion Col
lege and the J ewi h In titute of Religion, all 
fund, by them ecured to be credited to a joint 

olleg' and I n.-titute Fund." 

Thi · propo al for c -operation a well a its un
derlying principl s ,vere fully and carefully con
. idered. Th opinion of the conference is ummed 
u1 in the following declaration, which was unan
imou, ly adopted a th sen, e of tho. e pre. ent: 

Conference Adopts Declaration 

"The be t intere t f American Judaism will 
be con erved not by founding a new in titu
tion, but by strengthening the pre ent upport 
of the Hebrew Union College. 

"Should it become nece sary at any time in 
the future to e tabli h another institution for 
the training of Rabbi , uch institution in 
order to become 'an activity of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, co-ordinate 
with the Hebrew Union College' (these are the 
word· of the proposal of the Free Synagogue 

ommitt e), could under no circumstance b 
under th elf-perpetuating contr 1 of a ingle 
congregation, but, a · i. the Hebrew nion 

ollege, w uld necc:sarily be controlled by the 
ni n of American Hebrew Congregations, 

compos d of more than t\vo hundred congre-
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gations representing and speaking for Liberal 
Judaism in America." 
Our committee will make this declaration of the 

conference the basis of its report to the Executive 
Board at it· next regular meeting in June. A 
you know, our committee was appointed by the 
Executive Board of the Union la t May, when 
that body received a communication from the 
Executive Council of the Free ynagogue con
taining the information that the Free Synagogue 
contemplated the establishment of a Jewish In
stitute of Religion for the training of men for the 
Liberal Jewish ministry. 

\Vith the consent of the other members of our 
committee I am transmitting this expression of our 
opinion to you, at this time, so that there may be 
no misunderstanding on the part of your commit
tee, bearing in mind your apprisal to me in your 
letters of March 28th and 30th, that Dr. Stephen 
S. Wise contemplated making a tour of the coun
try during April and May for the purpo e of rais
ing funds for the proposed college in ew York 
City. 

vVith assurances of my highest esteem, I beg to 
remam 

Very sincerely yours, 

DANIEL P. HAYS, 
Chainnan. 

ALFRED M. COHEN and LUDWIG VoGELSTEIN we-re 
present at the conference and concur in the above. 

\Ve, the undersigned, member of the committee, 
who were unable to attend the conference in Cin
cinnati, have read the foregoing and fully concur 
therein. 
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T ·10 r OF .\11ERIC 1 
o,. TGREG_ TIO T. 

HEBREW .·wr-. COLLEGE 
JEwrsn BuRE u OF CIVIL Rr ,HT 
v AGOG E ·o HOOL E.'TE ·sw • 

TLIPLE ·1 TERIIOOD 

OFFICE OF THE PRE !DE T. 

incinnati, pril 11, 1922. 

Dear Rabbi: I enclos an important communi
cation. 

Dr. tephen \\ i e ha · long contemplated 
founding a rabbinical acad my. He ha frequently 
found fault with the l lcbrcw "Cnion ollege. He 
has expre d di content with the nion of Ameri
can Ilcbrew ono-regations. Dr. \ i e' late t 
utteran in the B ne Drith lonthly i an m 
stanc . lI criticise th mon becau e of the 
utteranc of on man who mad a speech at the 
la. t onvention. 

The lack of genero ity in the charge lie in the 
follm-vin er fact. Dr. \ Vi e a ked for a Year Book of 
the "C nion containing Ir. Bernheim' peech, say
ing he wanted to refer to it in an addre s. He wa~ 
informed that th pe ch would not appear in th· 
C nion': Year Book. Thi . r pudiation he ignores 
in making the charge. 

Dr. \ \ i:c ~ newest ~tcp con. i ts of a prop ~al 
that his long contemplated rahhinical college be 
taken under th win•r f tlie mon, that it be 
criven a ''minimum of $45,000 a year," that it be 
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,.ltog thcr ind pendent of the Cni n, and that Dr. 
\ \ i::-,e b it. Pre. idcnt. In turn h agr e t g"· • 
the uniun 20% rt'prc. cntation on th l oard, which. 
howe, r, after it organization hall imm diat ly 
become s If pcrp tuating. IT al. o promi 
r~li.c money. And he (or th· hairman 
committee) in. ist. upon an an ,n.·r in fifteen day~, 
)r Dr. \\'i c will immecliat ·ly set out up m a tour 

nf the \\. ·st to rai.._ rnon y for th "'UPI ort of th1..· 
:Jrop . cd col1 g in . T \\' Y rk . 

. \ - far a.., we arc on -crned, "' are cont ~nt t<, 
La,· Dr. \\ i, set ont imm diately for all the 
money he ·a 1 PTt. \Ye realiz that th· fi Id i, 
limit1..~d and t ~at Dr. \ \'i c' .• u c •. ~ may m ·an a 
diminished n·,· ·n·1 • for th Tcbr w Tnion ll g(· 
hut , r fu<:c to be thrown into a pani . 

\Ve ha, c re· urce~ whi h cannot be minimized 
or m· •rlookecl. \\' ha,· two lrnndr d graduate. 
who \\ ill not uffer th· in ·tituti n found d bv Dr. 
I. aa . T. \Yi of aint <l m morv to fail.· \\'<' 
haYe the . up1 rt of cYery man ·in th Lib ral 
Jcwi . h mini.try. \\'c have 241 ongr gation b· 
long-ing- to th T nion who will not I nd th m Ive. 
to our undoing-. \: fac the i.., . u with quanim
ity, awaiting th judgment of our rabbi. an<l c-011 -

rrrc•g-ation . . 

T am writing thi • letter to you and . nding 11 

tlic enrlo, •d r port, bcrau ' I want your ad,·i e 
for meeting- th pr :--cnt ituation. \\'hat w ut,: 
~ ou do if yo 1 were in my plac ? I want to thanl· 
\'Ol1 fnr th matw in tanr s of ur rdial o
;ll rr:itir.n in th· 1-a t. ·mcl I a Yait your r ply. 

\Vith kin<lc t gr ting-. , 

Faithfully your , 

( igncd) Cn RLE. 

17 
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APPENDIX C 

"As member of the U. A. H. C., it becomes a 
source of ati faction to be able to apprise you of 
the fact that the Fr e ynagogue, after a year of 
deliberation, i moving forward to the consumma
tion of plan fir t broached by its Rabbis, Dr. 
\ i e and Dr. Goldstein. The plans of the Free 

ynagogue aim at the e tabli hment in ew York 
of the J ewi h In titute of Religion for the training 
of men for the Liberal J ewi h mini try. 

" fany on ideration have prevailed with the 
Executive of the Free ynagogue in reaching thi 
deci ion, and as a matter of record it may be well 
to name and briefly di cuss . ome of these more 
important con ideration . 

"The J ewi h population of the United State 
ha increa ·ed ten-fold in the nearly fifty years that 
have pa ed _ ince the founding of the Hebre,Y 

., nion oll ge, and, pari pa · u, there has been a 
growth of the adherent , more or le s attached, of 
Liberal J udai . m. The Jewish population of ew 
York City i five times a numerou a were the 
member of merican I. rael when Isaac M. \;Vi. 
founded the Hebrew l rnion College. That one in
!-,titution i inadequate to train the large number 0 1• 

Rabbis needed by the Liberal Synagogues and 
T mple f merica i: b rne ut by th circum
stance that a very con iderable number of fair
. iz d congr gation cannot find men to _ erve them 
ns Rabbi and that a still larger number of con 
g-rcgation. in smaller communiti fa e the need 
of permanently doino- without the service of 
Rabbis. 
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"But oth r and equally important con ideration 
pre -oYer and aboY the fact that one in titu
tion cannot, eYen if it w uld, train all the men 
required in the mini try for the ever-growing num 
her of ... merican Jew. of th liberal mood or per 
'-,Ua. 1011. 

"X cw Y rk ity to-day contains, broadly . peak 
ing, on -tenth of th numbers f \\ orld Jewry, and 
it ha for me time s cm <l that thi . c mmunity 
uught on ev ral ground: to be the . at of a 
Lib ral J ewi h eminary, a vi w point which, w 
b Ii ve, ,vas con:idered, though not found deci ive, 
~omc year ago upon the death of I ·aa 1f. \Yi c-. 
:ome of the great number of J wish youth in ... rew 
York it hou Id b po .. ible to mo\'e to choo e the 
J ewi. h mini .,try as th ·ir life-ta. k, an<l for them it 
i:-- nC'cclful to provide a s hool which hall offer 
certain opportunitie . \Ye b Ii " that thi can be 
done in New ork. 

"Training in T cw York f r the Liberal J wi h 
mini ·try woul<l 1 e not only in th midst of the 
Jarge. t J ewi ·h ommunity in hi tory, but w uld 
offer to tud nts, to borrow from . cience a omc
what un uitable term, uch pportunitie of stud) 
and laboratt)ry practic a could not b duplicated 
outside of the J wi ·h co. mo. of r \: York. But 
thi i. not a. important as the fact that men, fitting
themselve. for the mini . try, wh ther Jewi. h or 
non-J wi h, ought to be near chool and uni 
vcr. ities and librarie. of th highe. t ·tandards. 

Tew York, e. pecially through it. po ·t-graduate 
:chooL, offers to young men that which maller 
citie without gr at and out tanding univer iti, .. 
cann t offer. 

" nd thi refer nee lead u • to the con ider
ation of an aspect of the problem which, we take 
it, i of paramount importanc \ hatever may 
haYc been th practic r nee ity of an earlier 
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generation in merican I rael, we are become 
deeply per uaded that tudents of Jewish Semi
naries ought, generally peaking, to be college and 
university graduate ·-that is, that the tudent 
bodies of J ewi h eminarie ought wholly to be 
drawn from among young men of college and uni
ver ity training rather than from groups of high 
·chool and clementarv ~chool lad to whom 
.;;tipend mu ·t frequ ntly be given. uch men, 
older and in some degree educated, would then be 
able to devote themse]ye · e.·clu i ely to their spe
cial . tudie and cognate uniYer ity work without 
being c mpelled to diYide their time and energies 
between ·o-called . ecular and sacred studie , in 
keeping with the practice of post-graduate pro
f ·i nal ::-chool and modern theological chool 
of other faith . . 

' \ Jewi h eminary, a1mm to train young col
lccre graduate. for the rabbinate, might, under 
rirrhtful leader hip and inspiration, gain acces to 
a con iderabl number f Ider and maturer men. 
~:ccu. tamed by uni\' rsity training to methods of 
:-.tudy and research, whom un<l r pre. ent circum
~tance. it ha. proYen rather difficult to win to the 
nur. uit f the rabbinic c~lling. It min-ht be nece. -
. ary to arrange for . ome preliminary training for 
men whil a1 their various college. , but the im
portant thing i. that three r four undiYided year~ 
can be giYen by men ·with their secular education 
behind th m to studie~ ssential to the calling the~· 
will ha\·e cho n. 

" ome further con ideration c; r main to b 
pointed out. \Ye belie\·e it to be of primary im
portance that men trained for the J wi~h mini try 
c._hould be help cl to !--, ,me mc t1sur • of expertne~. in 
th field . of religiou p dagogy and :ocial . n ·ice. 
The rabbi perform. onl) a 1 art, \'en th l a t part, 
of hi: sen·ice in the pulpit. .\ ma. tery of the 
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problems of religiou pedagogy is indi pensable to 
one who aims to be adequately equipped for th 
Jewish ministry in our time. The importance of 
giving the rabbi a real acquaintance with the prob
lem of social service through being in touch with 
the schools of social work which obtain in Jew 
York, to the end that he may have a directive and 
even inspiring part in the ocial mini try of our 
age can hardly be over tated. 

"The foregoing are ome of the rea on which 
have moved us to undertake the heavy task of 
establishing in ew York and in part maintaining 
the Jewish Institute of Religion for the training of 
men for the Liberal Jewish mini try. Our aim 
will be to prepare men for mini try to Liberal 
Jewi h congregations and in doing thi it i hardly 
necessary to add that we hall be governed by 
the principle of academic freedom. 

"It lies not within our purp e to compete with 
other institutions. It i our hope in a pirit 
worthy of the cause we would rve to co-operate 
with the e. Vv e look forward to your approval of 
our plans and most earne tly invite your co-opera
tion in their working out." 
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APPENDIX D 

Basis of Discussion Submitted to a Committee of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
by a Committee of the Free Synagogue of 
New York March 17, 1922. 

1. The J e, i h In titute of Religion a school 
i r the trainin f r th J "i h mini tr , tabli hed 
b the Fre ynag u , i t b ome an activity 0£ 
the mon f rican H br w ngregation 
c rdinat with th H br , mon College f 

incinnati. 

2. Th J wi h In titute , f R Ii, ion hall be an 
ind p nd nt and aut n mou in titution and no 
arran m nt or agr ment f an kin hall qualify 
it ind p nd nee r imi it aut nom . 

3. Th Board f Tru t in number from fi 
to twent -fi ) of th J wi h In titut f Religion 
whi h, being creat d b ... th r na ogue, hall 
thereafter r main a elf-p r etuating body; hall 
include repre entation of n t mor than 20 per 
cent. of it number to b appointed or elected b 
the nion of merican Hebre Congregation . 

4. Ther hall be uch interchange of profe -
r tud nt and arrang m nt of tud nt er dit 

a ma) b d m 1 d ir bl by he go .. rnmg 
b di of th J '"i h In titut R Ii i n and th 
H hr , n ol I ,r th f ul ti th r of if 
o emp \J red. 
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5. The r mon of American Hebrew Congrega
tions shall make neces ary budgetary provision for 
the Jewish Institute of Religion; for the first three 
years of this agreement, the budget shall be the 
minimum sum of 45,000 per annum. At the ex
piration of the three years there shall be a re
appraisal of the budgetary need of the Institute. 

6. The officers of the Institute, including its 
President, Dr. \Vi e, shall, upon the acceptance of 
the plan herein proposed, place them elves at the 
disposal of the officers of the Union for the pur
pose of securing funds for the maintenance of the 
Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Institute 
of Religion, all funds by them secured to be 
credited to a joint College and Institute Fund. 



APPENDIX E 

In your letter, you charge Dr. Wise with lack of 
generosity in relation to l\fr. Bernheim's Buffalo 
address before the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. What are the facts? Dr. Wise in 
the preparation of his address, in order to be cer
tain that he might quote Mr. Bernheim with ac
curacy, asked your Cincinnati office for a copy of 
the Year Book of the Union containing the ad
dress. Your office replied telegraphically that at 
Mr. Bernheim's request the address would not 
appear in the Proceedings of the Union. You now 
tate: "Dr. Wise wa informed that the speech 

would not appear in the Union's Year Book, but 
this repudiation he ignores in making the charge." 
If there has been any repudiation, neither Dr. Wise 
nor any of us has ever heard or read of it. As to 
the possibly implied repudiation, you ignore the 
footnote to Dr. Wise's address as published in The 
Free Synagogue Pulpit, reading: "At the author's 
request the paper will be omitted from the Year 
Book containing the proceedings of the con
vention." 

24 
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CUHOFlffllCI SY■IOL w TelNram 
Day letter Blue 

CUIS OF IEIIY1CI IT■IOL 

Telearam 
Day letter Blue 

Nlaht ■easaae Nlfe Night Message Ntw 

Nlaht Letter IL 11 laht Letter NL 

If none of th• thrN symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) thia 11 • teleoram. Other· 

If none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) this Is a telegram. Other• 

•lselt1 character Is Indicated by die 
armbol appearing after the chect. NEWCOMB CA RLTON, PRESIDENT GEORGE W, E. ATKINS, FIRST VJCS•l'RsalDDff 

•iseits character is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check. 

RECEIVED AT 2040 EAST 9th ST., CLEVELAND. ALWAYS OPEN 

A6oNY 73 t L c,n • pqs 

C NEWYORK NY 30 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

CARE THE T[MPLE 5') AND CE TAAL AVE CLE\/ELAND OH 10 

MR BEN LOWf N STE 11 N WR I ff S f 0 1 MR SHOBE L ( Q.UOT AT 'I ON S) I COULD NOT' ~LJ t TE / 

MAKE UP MV MI ND TO ACCEPT 'T HIS POSIT'ION AS MY T 'IME IS SO COMPLETLY 

·T)\KEN UP HOWEVER AT ' DESIRE OF' 1 BAR R I SILVER HAVE DFC IDE TJ TO AC C'EPT 

POStT 1ION UNLESS YOU HAVE IN THE MFANWH ILE AP ' O•INTED SOMf O E' 1LSE
1 

(~UOTATION CLOSED> WHAT ANSWER SHALL WE MAKE PLfASE WIRf COLLE CT 

ROOM 810 AT' 24 EAST ' 21 STREfT l NEWYORK REGARDS 

GEORGE Zf p IN- I 

7 



May 3rd• 1922 

Paid Message to 

Rabbi George Zepin 

810 Dl.at 21st Street 

New York City. 

Hold off answer until you hear fra1 me. 

-
A. H. SilTer 



CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL 

Telegram WEST 
Day Letter Blue 
Night Message NIie 
Night Letter NL 

If none ot these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) this is a telegnm. Other• 
wise its character la Indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check, NEWCOMB CARL TON, PRESIDENT 

RECEIVED AT 5516 EUCLID AVENUE, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
bSH RF 32 NL 

Pora 1204 

UN Jo N 
1
_c_u_T:--' .. =-o-:_sE-Rvt_c_E+-sv_M_ao_L

1 

GEORGE W . E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

Day I.ell• Blue 
Night Message Nlte 

Night Leiter N L 
If none ot these three aymbols 
IPPNII after the check (number of 
words) this is a telegram, Other
wise Its character is Indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check. 

C NEW 'r'ORK NY MAY 2 1922 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

5fj CARE THE T Et/PL E 55 & CE 1TRAL AVE CLEVELAND OH I 0 

CA' I HELP STRAIGHTEN OUT TAN LE REGARD IN LOWENSTEI A 10 HART ,AN BY 

STCPPI JG OVER FRIDAY IM CLEVELA {) 0 ,1 ~y W Y TO CINC INt 'AT I PLEASE A 
1
SWER 

COLLECT I CARE OF COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL BOSTO REGAROt> 

GEORGE Z EP I l 

1040A 

} A Y 3 19 22 



TH&: UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
HtBREW UNION COLLEGE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

CHARLES SHOHL 
P'IIK■IDKNT 

SIGMUND RHEINSTROM 

JULIUS ROSENWALD 

ISAAC W. BERNHEIM 

LUDWIG VOGELSTIIIN 

VICK•P'IIK■IDKNT■ 

8[N ALTH[IM[R, IIIW TOH. 11 . T. 

N. H[NRY BECKMAN , CIIICIIIIIATI. o. 

ISAAC W. BERNHEIM, LOUIIVILLI. KY 
fl[D E. BRUML, CLIVILAIID. o. 
EDGAR M. CAHN, IIIW OUEAIII, LA. 

ALP'R[D M. COHEN . CIIICIIIIIATI, O. 

JOSIAH COHEN , PITTHUHN. PA. 

DAVID W . EDELMAN . LOS AIIGILU , CAL 

GUSTAV[ A. EP'ROYMSON, IIIDIANAPOLII. 111D. 
MORTIMER FLEISHHACK[R, SAIi ,uNCIICO. c:A&. 

JULIUI W. flll ■IIG. CIIICIUATI, o. 
IIAAC GOLDBERG , D[UOIT. IIICN . 

DANl[L P. HAYS, IIIW TOU , 11 . Y. 

SIMEON M. JOHNSON, CIIICIIIIIATI. O. 

ADOLP' KRAUS, CHICAGO. ILL. 

AL■ERT L. LEVI . HOOltLYII . 11 . Y. 

JACO■ W. MACK. CIIICIIIIIATI, O. 

EDWIN B. MEISSNER, IT. LOUIi. 110. 
HENRY MORGENTHAU , IIEW Yon.11. Y. 
ADOLPH S . OCHS , IIIW YOU . 11 . Y. 

HERBERT C. OETTING[R , CI IICIIIIIATI, 0 , 

HINRY OPPENHEIMER. ULTINOU , ND. 
WILLIAM ORNSTEIN , CIIIC INNATI . o . 

A. C. RATSH[SKY, ■OSTOII. IIASI, 

MARCUS RAUH, PITTSIURGH . PA. 

SIGMUND RHEINSTROM . CINCI IIIIATI , o . 
MAURICE D. ROSENBERG, WAS NINGTOII . D. C. 

SIMON W, ROSENDALE, AL■ANY, 11 , Y. 

JULIUS ROSENWALD, CHICAGO , ILL. 

MORRISH. ROTHSCHILD, IIIW YOU. 11 . Y. 
A. L. SALTZSTEIN . IIILWAUUI, WIS. 

LOUIS SCHLESINGER, IIEWAU, 11 . J . 

JACOI SCHNADIG. CHICAGO, ILL. 

ISAAC SCHOEN . ATLANTA. GA. 

CHARLES SHOHL, CIIICIIIIIATI , o . 

HORACE STERN , PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

SAMUEL STRAUS , CIIICIIIIIATI, O. 

I. t,; EWTON TRAGER, CIIICIIINATI . O. 

ISAAC M, ULLMAN . IIIW HAVU , COIIII . 

LUDWIG VOGELSTEIN , NEW YOU. 11 . Y. 

AARON WALDHEIM . ST. LOUIS, 110 . 

A. L[O WEIL, PITTSIURGH , PA. 

JOSEPH WIES[Nf'ELD, ■ALTIIIOU . 11D. 

HERMAN WILE, ■UHALO , 11 . Y. 

ALIERT WOLP', PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

ADOLPHE WOLP'E. PORTLAND. OH. 

WILLIAM B. WOOLNER , PEORIA. ILL. 

RABBI Gl!:ORGE Zl!:P'IN 
■ KCIIKTAIIY 

IIA■■ I JACO■ D. SCHWARZ 
A■■l■TANT ■KCIIKTAIIY 

I' 

I 

I 

5YNAGOG 6 SCHOOL EXTENSION 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

CINCINNATI 

Rabbi A.H. 
Cleveland, 

Silver, 
Ohio. 

Dear rrrr. ilver: 

BUREAU OF RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 

May 
Third 
1 9 2 2 

I am happy to 
t ha t Mr. Sam Hartman has 

inform you 
consented to 

succe@d Mr. B. ~ah l e r a s our represen
t ative in Clev lan. We a r e now sending 
out the bills and mem randa of subscrip
tions to f r i ends an suppor ters of our 
institutions. e face a year in which 
many important t a sks ill have to be 
undertaken and trust that your response 
will be speedy and generous. 

Thanking you for past favors, 
I beg to remain 

Faithfully yours, 

CS:MLK President. 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
JEWISH BUREAU OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

SYNAGOG AND SCHOOL EXTENSION 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

CINCINNATI 

Rabbi A. H. ilver, 
11he Temple, 55th St . & 'entral, 
Clevela-~d , Uhio . 

1:ly dear lab bi Si 1 ve r: 

May 
.i.: ifteenth 
1 9 2 G e 

I have been out f thv city, anu for ths t 
rvason your lljtter of n[)ril 21st hes remained unans.,ered 
until today. 

I have read your l~tter with great interast 
~nd am happy to le .rn that you nre in ~eneral symp thy ~ith 
th- spirit of the Committee' .eply, laying stress upon the 
fact that what we need is a stren~thening of the Hebrew Union 
College rather than the creation of a new institution . 

I ha e carefully noted ·.vh t yo 1 s y about tre 
ability of • ne College to at tTact new a tu.dents, to ..,upply 
all of the .3form pulpits . ·~ hy not solve the problem 
as you yourself suL·ges t , by chanc'·ir-g th~ colleee c as to 
attract the e students o.nd thus brir_g about "the strengthening 
of the Hebrew Union College, rather than the cre ~t ion of 
a new i st i tut ion"? 

There is ver:y little thct a layman cando 
without the assistance of the gifted sons of the Hebrew Union 
College . We face a situation tat really re uires the as -
sistance of every m n whom we can mu~ter in this cause . 

Tr_e situ&tion is a probable deficit of .""100 , 000 for the current 
ye r . he cotton situation in t ue .:3outh nd the expansion 
of the liebrew Union Gollege are the causes of this difficulty . 
It was my original intention to call upon men like yo· rself 
to raise your voice in our cause, not only in your a·m pulpit 
but in ~ number of cities _utside of Cleveland . If I hnve 
felt anxious about ~he results of dividing t~e field my 
anxiety has been ba ed upon causes thst ill undoubtedly rnnke 
yo feel tl"e same way nav that ou lmow them . There is no desi e 
upon our part to thwart JJr . ''/ise ' s efforts . I don't think th;.1 t 
any action of ours ought to be considered in that mnnr:e r . 



Rabbi • H. Silver , - Pae 2 . 

,'le will be glad to receive your assurance 
that we c£.n c __ unt upon you m the 1vDrk of making good our deficit . 

/ith kindest regards I beg to remain 

y ours ,~ 

~ CS: K President . 



THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE SYNAGOG 8: SCHOOL EXTENSION BUREAU OF RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 

THE CLEVELAND COMMITTEE OF THE UNION 
NATIONAL OFFICERS 

~RKSI DKN T : 

THE CLEVELAND 

COMMITTEE OF THE UNION 

P'RED ABEL 
/l , A . BENE■H 
J , M . BERN• 
HARRY BIALO■KY 
MAURICE W . ■RUML 
B•N CARL 
HOWARD P . COHN 
P'RED DE■BERG 
WM . DETTELBACH 
■OL EDGERT 
TOBIU■ P'E LBER 
■ . P'ORCHHEIMER 
CHA.a. P'R,.NKEL 
JAY GOODMAN 
MARK GRO■■MAN 
JO■EPH A . GUGGENHEIM 
■AM GUR■a 

HERMAN HAAS 
B•N HABER 
EUGENE HABERMAN 
■AM H,.RTMAN 

CHAIRMAN 
CLAR.NCE HAYS 
WM . Hl■■HMAN 
ADOLPH KELLER 
WILL K•LLER 
ADOLPH KLEIN 
LAWRENCE KO■LITZ 
MORT KOBLITZ 
JO■•PH KRALL 
ALEX KRAU■ 
MYRON LAZARU■ 
MEL Ll•BENTHAL 
ARTHUR MARKS 
LESTIIR MILLllR 
LOUI■ MILL ER, JR. 
ADOLPH NIIWMAN 
LAMBIIRT OPPENHEIMER 
HARRY RESNICK 
■IDNa:Y RICHARD■ON 

HERMAN ■ELMAN 
ROBERT ■ILL 
PH I LLIP L . STEINBERG 
ARTHUR ■TONE 
M , TRIIUHAP'T 
MONROll ULLMAN 
■ IDNa:Y L . WEIL 
aUGENll WOLi' 
P'RANK WUL I GER 

S A M H ARTMAN , CHAIRM AN 

1323 WEST N INTH STR EET 

CLEVELAND 1-Ly 
T ~rnnty- Se cond. 
1 9 2 2 . 

Rabbi .a • I~ . Si 1 ve r , 
T he Te mp 1 e , ~ • 5 5th St • & Cent ra 1 ! ve . , 
Cleveland , O. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

C HARLES &HOHL 
CINCINNATI 

v1c • -~11•■ 1 0aN TS : 

S IGM UND RHSI N STROM 
CI N CINN ATI 

JUL IUS ROS ENWALD 
C H IC A G O 

IS AAC W . BERNHEIM 
LOUl■V I LLII 

L UDWIG VOG EL STEIN 
NKW YORK 

RAB■ I GEORGE ZEPIN 

SK C RKT AR Y 

MKltCHANT■ BLDG, 

CINCI N N AT I 

You ·will see fr 1 ir:1 this stati onery 
that I:lr . Hartman has taken charge o things vigor
ously . Permit me to thank yo,1 a-a.in for your kind
ness in selecting Mr ■ Hartman for the position . 

I shall pass through Cleveland on 
Thurs day , the 25th and am plannin 5 to stop ove r 
from mornin2: until evening. ·;.'ill call y .u up just 
to have a final word with re f erence to the appointment 
of Mr . Lowenstein or r. Har~an on the ~xecutive 
Board. If you have the timeAcan run up to ·meet you 
for a f ew mo~ents . 

Vith kindest personal greet - ng; 
I beg to re ain 

Very si · _cerely ours , 

GZ: • LK 



ABBA HILLEL SILVER, RABBI 

THE TEMPLE 

r Fri 

tltbt tlttmple, Clebelanb 

V r 

EAST 55TH STREET AND CENTRAL 
OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 TO 5:00 

TEL. RANDOLPH 1330 

corr 

kin > I 

n 1 Y !lr I 

BENJ . LOWENSTEIN. PRESIDENT 
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CINCINNATI 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

J"uly 
Twenty-first, 

1 9 2 2. 

During the Summer when you are not 
busy~ I want to get your advice with reference to 
a new activity for which there seems to be a per
sistant call - the federation of the groups of 
older young men of tne Synagog who have banded 
together under names like "Temple Clubs", "Temple 
Brotherhoods", "Junior Synagog" etc. etc. 

First: Have you such an organization 
in your Congregation? 

Second: Has this organization assumed 
any congregational burden? Are the members held 
responsible for the performance of any set of 
duties in connection with the Synagog? 

Third: In a general ay what do they do? 

The object of a federation of this kind 
would be both to stimulate the organization of such 
societies where they do not exist as well as to ex
change ideas and plans, ~aking for a standardiza
tion and improvement of the work . lith reference 
to the value of such clubs in themselves, I need 
not touch upon. 

An expression of opinion from you on 
this subject .ould be very much appreciated. 

Trusting that you are spending the 
summer pleasantly, I am 

Frate nally, 

GZ:RH 



Department 
of SynaAoA and School 

Extension 

INFORMATION SOLICITED 

Regarding "Temple Clubs", "Temple Brotherhoods" 
or "Junior Congregations", etc., etc. 

preliminary 
To issuing call for federation of such societies. 

City and State _________________________________ _ 

Congregation ___________________________________ _ 

Name of Temple Club, Brotherhood, etc., etc. ______________________ _ 

________________________ Membership __________ _ 

Does society assume responsibility for any congregational activities? Please explain 1n some detail 



------------------------------- ----------- -

--------- - ----------

--- - -·------------------- -

What are the usual activities of your Society? 

-------- - - --- --

-------------- ---------------

---------
Remarks 

-----

Information furnished by 

Rabbi _________________ _ 
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llB. ABRAHAK LBl'BNTHAL~ CLBVBLAND, OHIO. 

Cleveland, Ohio. 
August 29,1922. 

The bienniel convention of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations to be held in New York next January will 
mark the Golden Jubilee year of the Union. To your Committee 
has been assigned an important part of the Convention program, 
and I venture to write you because of my interest in and con
nection with the Board of Uanagers of Synagog and School Exten
sion. I seek a broader co-operation through a better understand
ing of this department of the Union's activity. 

Synagog and School Extension ordinarily i.mplies 
the establishment of new congregations; but our Board is also 
concerned with congrAgations already established and with their 
activities. I attempt a classification of these acti ities to 
make clear the precise purpose of this letter. 

Some activities aim specifically to strengthen and 
prosper the organization, while others seek results beyond con
gregational lines. It is the latter class to which I call your 
special attention. 

However, it cannot be amiss to mention h re the 
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods and the impetus its 
advent has given to congregational activity. The organization 
of our women into ongregational units has stimulated .heir 
interest in congregational affairs 8nd their opportunity for 
usefulness has deepened their allegiancQ to the common cause. 
The remarkable success of the T mp1e Sisterhoods has arranted 
a kindred orgAnizat i on for the m~n, which movement will likely 
be launched at the coming convention. It is unquestionably 
true that congregational success in its broadest aspects wil. 
enjoy a more uniform prosperity if in its maintenance, th • 
rank and file of membership ~re given a definite task. 

With such helpful gencies it should be easy to 
extend activities beyond congregational ti nes in the effort 
to reach the unaffiliated. We Jews are constantly beset by 
urgent problems and h 0 ve been somewh. t inattentive to the 
undermining process which is carrying so many from our ranks. 
It is a weak spot in our cause and the occasional cr·ticism 
of non-Jews has not added to our comfort. Figures are need
less, the situation cannot right itself nor wi 1 it. be righted 
by the unaffiliat d. Their number is not decreasing, their 
children are growing up in ignorance of their aith, and only 
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those who desire to conserve the cause can feel the impulse 
for action. Those enlisted in behalf of Temple and Synagog 
must recognize the necessity for a definite systematic recl~
mation program. The forces of or ganized :rewry must unite to 
combat influences so humiliating and destructive. 

Our Boar · has no t e n 'dle; its accomplishments 
a.re truly credita ble bu t un f' or tunat l y th . resuits reveal a 
giant task and a mi ~get p ~rse. Hence this letter. 

A more un i form congregational cooperation is 
also i nvoked. Congregations owe thi s d ty to the cause they 
represent and open ~cknoN1edgment should be made thereof in 
budget an eneral ·po.lie. . Th y must a r sume som e> m asure of 
r sponsibil i ty for rel ' gi1us conctiti ons in th~ir respec t ive 
communities. They are hard ly f re ~ from btame i f their activ
ity is conftned within th ir wal ls; if they pay no regard to 
__. hildren unable to obtain re igious instruc · on, i f they .holly 
ignore the problem of the unaffiliated. Every congregation 
should be concerned in the J ewish problems of tne community. 
The unaf f i liated an o ,~ woman, the untauf?'ht eh1ld, the Jewish 
student attend.ing college, the Jewish wayw -trd with power to 
defame the Jewish name, the J 1-. wish groupti living in soat r ered 
haml ts--all these illustrate th t=: pro lems a1·fecting the 
truly Jewish cause, the cause of Templ e and Synagog. These 
also illustrate the task assign d to the Department o Syna
gog and School Extension. 

~ed I t e l l you that it requires money? If 
you are planni g to vL:>U lize vhis grea 1•• Jewish pro olem for 
the b Lne f i t 0 1 thos e t end i ng t e Gold ~n J ubj lee Co t; nc i l 
l n New York, please do not f • i l t o call t o t r a.~ ~1ntion o 
your Commi ~tee ~ at ~h is vast u1dertaking requires sums so 
large that I wil l no t attempt ~n est ·mate thereof. 

Let me, ho~ever. ca 1 your at ntion to the 
fact that evers non-Jewish denomination in Americ:- deems it 
its duty to conduct su ha de a r t rnent under the titl or 
"rl o1.0e issions." A r~J. igio J.s com•nun on numberin0 no mo.re 
than the Jew;J in Am~.r 1. ca d .1ot es m 1 • i ons ach ye· r fo1~ wh· 1 t 
we call Synagog and Bcho l ~t~nsion. Plfase remind your 
committee that the entire funn at our command is $65,000.00 
a year. 

I trust that the motive and purpose of this 
1etter will excuse the liberty taken. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) A. LBIBNTHAL 
ALtBT 
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