*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series |: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated.
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated.

Reel Box Folder
60 21 1438

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1935-1936.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



A. L. SALTZSTEIN, Milwaukee, Chairman
JACOB W. MACK, Cincinnati, Vice-Chairman
T H E MARCUS AARON, Pittsburgh HAROLD HIRSCH, Atlanta

MILTON M. ALEXANDER, Detroit ABRAHAM LEWENTHAL, Cleveland
RABBI BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland RoscoE C. NELSON, Portland
DAvVID A. BROWN, New York DR. MORRIS NEWFIELD, Birmingham

ALFRED M. COHEN, Cincinnati Dr. DAvVID PHILIPSON, Cincinmati
NATHAN ECKSTEIN, Scattle DR. SAMUEL SCHULMAN, New York
SAMUEL B. FINKEL, Boston DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Cleveland

JurLius W. FREIBERG, Cincinnati MRS. MAURICE STEINFELD, St. Louis
DRr. SAMUEL H. GOLDENSON, Pittsburgh JunGe HORACE STERN, Philadelphia
HARRY W. GOTTLIEB, Chicago LupwiG VOGELSTEIN, New York

FOR THE LARGER PROGRAM OF Rass Guosor Zovo, Bumsar
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

MERCHANTS BUILDING - CINCINNATI, O.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
September 16, 1935

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
10311 Lake Shore Blvde.
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

I was not able to attend the Washington Convention but I re-
ceived word that a resolution had been passed, urging the Planning
Commission to hand in a report "before the next Council meeting.”

The only reason that the Planning Commission has not handed
in a definite report is because the several departments of the
Union to whom inquiries were addressed have not presented individu-
al reports. I am now writing again to the head of each department,
asking them to submit a report in which they will tell us briefly
the individual projects in which they are engaged, and their plans
for the immedlate or remote future. When the members of the Plan-
ning Commission have these before them, they will have a basis for
preparing a round-out plan for presentation to the Union.

The purpose of the Commission, I take it, is to evolve a
plan for united action in the csuse to which the Union is dedicat-
ed, namely, the advancement of Judaism in this country. I believe
that the letters I have written to the heads of each department
will be effective, and I hope to have in the hands of the Planning
Commission a series of reports which may become the basis of their
future action.

I am always open to suggestions, and if you have any will
be very glad to hear from you.

With kindest regards,
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CuarrLes Swout, Cincinnati, Honorary President

Lupwic VoceusteiN, New York, Chairman, Executive Board
jacos W. Mack, Cincinnati, Vice-President

Marcus Ravn, Pittsburgh, Vice-President

Maurice D. Rosenserc, Washington, Vice-President

N. Henry Beckman, Cincinnati, Treasurer
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JOE EMERSON

‘“HYMNS OF ALL CHURCHES "

ROOM 4511, CAREW TOWER
CINCINNATI, OHIO

Sep tember 16, 19385

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Silver:

Perhaps you have heard of the program of "Hymns of All Churches", broad-
cast at 9AJ.. over Station WLW, Cincinnati.

This is not a religious service, but a program of inspirational music.
It also unobtrusively promotes tolerance and good feeling by acquainting
listeners with the beauty of the hymns of other creeds than their own.
Every known religious faith is included.

We have been singing these hymns every week-day morning over VLW,
Cincinnati, for more than a year. Our program has been warmly endorsed
by many religious leaders of all faiths, and because of its tremendous
popularity was recently expanded so that it is now welcomed in several
million American homes from coast to coast.

We believe a very pleasant added touch would be given to the program if
we could include the favorite hymns of some of the most distinguished
figures in Americen public life; and it is for this reason I am teaking
the liberty of writing to you.

Would you be willing to tell me the name of your own favorite hymn, with
a brief letter with which I might introduce it; possibly telling of same
special association the hymn has for you. If you would like to have it
sung on same particular occasion, it would be a pleasure to comply.

Our program, I should explain to make the situation entirely clear, is
sponsored by General Mills, Inc., but the hymn program is kept completely
distinct from any preceding commercial announcements, and your name would
be in no way associated with the sponsorship.

Perhaps you will be interested to know the names of & few of the people
who have already been kind enough to comply with my request. I have re-
ceived very gracious letters from Vice-President Gerner, J. Ldgear Hoover,
Lorado Taft, iluth Bryan Owen, Governor Hoffman of llew Jersey, Judge John
C. Knox of the New York Federal Court, Dr. John Haynes lolmes, Lowell
Thomas, Rabbi Stephen S. VWise, Walter Demrosch, James Truslow .dams,
Helen Keller, Daniel C. Roper, and meny others.

I would be very proud to sing your best-loved hymn for you in this pro-
gram and T em sure our huge audience would welcome this cordial gesture
from you.

Sincerely,

&
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Adult and University Education
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Teacher Training
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GEORGE ZEPIN
Director
Synagogue and School Extension

Lours I. Ecerson
Assistant Director
Synagogue and School Extension

EMANUEL GAMORAN
Educational Director

. Harry L. Comins
Director, Youth Activities

JOINT AUSPICES

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

MERCHANTS BUILDING, CINCINNATI, O.

November 5, 1935

Dr., Abba H, Silver
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr.Silver:

I am herewith calling a special meeting of the
Commission on Jewish Education for Tuesday, November
19th at 10 A.M., at the Cincinnati Club, Cincinnati,
Ohio.

The principal subject for presentation to the
Commission and the first order of business will be
the report of a joint committee of our Commission and
of the Department of Pedagogy of the Hebrew Union Col-
lege. The appointment of this joint committee was
authorized at the meeting of our Commission held 1in
Chicago in June. There is a serious difference of
opinion between Dr. Abraham N. Franzblau of the Hebrew
Union College, on the one hand, and the Board of
Managers of the Synagogue and School Extension, on
the other hand.

It is imperative that the Commission deliberate
on the critical situation which has arisen. As the
situation now stands, it 1s bound to result in con-
fusion and in contradiction of aims and purposes. In
the opinion of the officers of your Commission, there
is hardly room for two bureaus of Jewish Education in
our small field.

Our meeting i1s scheduled to take place on the
day preceeding the meeting of the Board of Managers
of Synagogue and School Extension, whose officers have
requested us for ar expression of opinion on this
important matter.

As stated above, a number of other matters of
business will be presented,

This meeting is of the utmost importance, and I°
am urgently requesting you to be present.

With kindest regards, Sincerely
s

Chairman
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a
all good wishes from house to house, I

Very sincerely yours,

B il neiians




Novarber 18, 1930

r

I regret that it will not be possidle
for me 4o attend the sessione of the Commission on
Jewigh Tducation on Yovember 13, 1 must remain in
Clev:eland ou that day ila couasection with the Commanity
Chest Campaiga which is aow golag on,

With all good wishes, 1 remain

Very cordially yours,

AHS$ BK
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JOINT AUSPICES

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

MERCHANTS BUILDING, CINCINNATI, O.

December
Seventeenth
> 9 8 B

Dr, Abba H. Silver,
The Temple,
E. 105th St. at Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio,
Dear Dr. Silver:

I take pleasure in sending you
under separate cover the minutes of
the Commission on Jewish Education.

We all regretted your sbsence
from the meeting,

With kindest personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

Secretary




g > W
3 LMot i(fl SArtD

S | > ? y g -
Columbus g Shio

Dr. Abba H. Silver, March 2, 1936
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Dr. Silver:

Your Executive Board recently passed several important forward
looking measures which in its judgment will be of material benefit to
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It was unanimously decided
to entrust the financing of the Union to a Finance Committee, to create
a Department of Finance and to secure a Director of Finance.

As the newly appointed chairman of the Finance Committee, and in
accordance with the unanimous action of the Executive Board, I take
great pleasure in announcing the selection of Elkan C. Voorsanger of
Chicago, Illinois as Director of Finance.

Educated in San Francisco, and Cincinnati, Mr, Voorsanger holds
degrees from the University of Cincinnati and the Hebrew Union College.
Resigning his pulpit in St., Louis he joined the American Expeditionary
Forces, and was among the first American soldiers to arrive in France.
He rose from private to captain and served as Senior Chaplain of the
77th Division and as first Assistant to Bishop Brent, Senior Chaplain
of the forces. For distinguished services he received the Croix de
Guerre from France and was decorated by our Government,

At the close of the war he remained in France as Overseas Director
of the Jewish Welfare Board. After liquidating the affairs of the
Jewish Welfare Board he returned to the United States and was immediately
requested to go to Poland as co-director of the work for the Joint
Distribution Committee. He organized, outfitted, trained and took to
Poland the first and second relief units and served as co-director in
charge of field, personnel and general organization and executive work.
Upon his return to the United States he was active in the organization
of Relief Drives throughout the United States.

For the last fifteen years Mr. Voorsanger has been aoctively engaged
in business in the city of Chicago and has in addition been Commissioner
of Compensation of the City of Chicago, which appointment he is now
resigning to undertake his new duties.

Because of his many years of professional, business and congrega-
tional experience, his widespread knowledge of national and community
affairs, Mr. Voorsanger possesses unusual qualifications which make him
admirably fitted for this important new post. The Union of American
Hebrew Congregations feels most fortunate in securing his services and I
bespeak for our new Director your most hearty cooperation and aid.

Very sincerely yours,

k PN
)S,Lt/Lt‘ ~~ AL g AT n

Chairman, Finance Committee
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April 3, 196

Raoui Jacob . Schwarz,
Merchants Building,
Cinecinati, Ohio.

Hy dear Rabbi Schwarzs

In reply to your letter of idarch 20, permit
me o say that the urticle on Synagogue Ceanter which

3

you probably had in mind anneared ia the Amsrican
Heorew of June 28, 1929, I am sure that you will be

able tc vrocure & popy of it 2t the Lisrury of the
Hebrew Unioa College,

#ith b<et wich s, I remain

Vary sincerely yours,
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THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE » DEPARTMENT OF SYNAGOGUE
AND SCHOOL EXTENSION » NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE
SISTERHOODS » NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS

TELEPHONE: PARKWAY 7345 « MERCHANTS BUILDING » CINCINNATI

May 1, 1936

Dr, A, H, Silver,

The Temple,

E. 105th St. & Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Dr, Silver:

I am planning the publicity schedule for
graduation at the Hebrew Union College and will be
very grateful if you can send me the title of your
Baccalaureate address, In order to release this
story to the press at the proper time I should have
a copy of your speech in its entirety or any per-
tinent excerpts you care to give me no later than
Wednesday, May 20, This information, of course,
will be kept confidential and will not be released
to the press until after the speech is delivered,

I shall appreciate it very much if you
will advise me at your first convenience just what
material you will be able to s end me,

Very sincerely yours,

Director of Publicity




¥ies Louis W, Antick, Director of Fubliecity,
Union of Americ-n Hebrew Concreg tions,
Merchants "lig,,

Cineirnnti, Ohio,

s - ] i )}
¥y dear Mics Antick

I am sorry that 1 haven'$ mr Bacealaureate
aldrecs written, 1 2:'all probably not et to it until
the latter part of next week, 1 have been traveling
a'l ove: the counirv in conrection with various
forelen relief esmraipns, 1 have nlso been i-mersed
in the Clevelanrd Jewish %elf-re Fund Carmraipn of which
I an Genernl Chairman, You will have to let the
publictty of my address go urtil after I have delivered
it at the Hehrow Union Collere.

With best wishes, I remain

Yerr cordislly wyours,
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THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE » DEPARTMENT OF SYNAGOGUE
AND SCHOOL EXTENSION » NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE
SISTERHOODS » NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS

TELEPHONE: PARKWAY 7345 « MERCHANTS BUILDING » CINCINNATI

May 12, 1936

Dr. Abba H, Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Dr, Silver:

On May lst I wrote you asking for information
regarding the speech you will deliver at the Hebrew
Union College graduation, So far I have not heard
from you in regard to this matter, and I shall appre=-
ciate it very much if you will advise me when that
material will be ready, It will not be released
until after the speech is given but I must have it
no later t han Wednesday, May 20th, in order to pre-
pare my story.

I assure you I shall be deeply appreciative
of your prompt attention to this,

Very truly yours,

Tuice Y Antiek

IWA :BG Director of Publicity
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TELEPHONE: PARKWAY 7345 « MERCHANTS BUILDING » CINCINNATI

May 28, 1936

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver,
The Tetaple,
Cleveland, Chio,

Dear Dr, Sil&ers

I am nerewlth enclosing copy of the
Baccalaureate addreéss you gave at the Hebrew Union
College last Saturda” which was turned over to me
for publicity purposes by Mr, Schmidt of the Every
Friday.

I had hoped to send you in this letter
the snapshots which were taken of you and your
brother, but the young man who took the pictures has
already left for his home in Philadelphia., However,
I am writing to him for them and if he sends them to
me I shall forward a set to you,

Ve;y sincerely yours,
'iW

Director of Publ






