
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
          60           21          1445 
 
 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1942-1943. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CC.AR February, 1942 - Je 1sh AJtrq 

Atlantlo Olt7 June, 1942 

D ller make• ettort to prevent m et1ng. :r1tea letter 
ootober ,oth. otti r• peo1al aesa1on ot Conr ronoe. 
The,. deollne. 

ller oalla apeoial me ting in Pittebursh y 11, 1942 
1th Pre hot, Ooldenaon and 'ol ey. ke propoaal 

th t it they would oall ott . eetlns, he dllld o 11 
a cl 1 tHl on or Conterence to h • 1- en 
Neutrality on Z1on1am made p rt ot the oonat1tut1on 
ot CCAR, h1ma 1r ravor d such by-ln • 

Pollo 1 g 1 ting, th oppo 1t1on group r ject 
Heller• propo• la. 

I write a 1 
Mm 

1942, c ut1on1ng 
1. 

Heller k nother t pt ot1 tions on 
January 15, 194, 1n t ore, ttended by 
tou.rt n bbia. ropo ls r jeot 4. 

etlng call d by Adolph Ro nb rs ot Zionist and 
ant1-Z1on1at Rabbi•· nd la,men in Ph1ladelph1. 

opt Philadelphia plattol'IJl, h1oh neither 
mention■ Baltour Deolf11'Bt1on nor Jewlah 

ational Bame. 

• eaut1•• C 1tt • ZOA d1aapprovea ot I 11 r'• aatlona 

ovember ;o, 194;, 1 endr th call me ting ot Rabbla 
1n C1no1nnat1. Adopt re olut1on to be 
pr I • nte4 to Exeoutlve of Union: •tJnion 
oamot a ocd.ate lt• lt wlth AgeneS.• oantrol 
or 1mn 1 p-ation and th Je 11ah Coav1unw altll 

• and 1noorpcr tee Phil delph1 • al.ution. 

1 en4rath atra1d. 
Exeout1 
Pl at1ne 

d ttempte4 1n ptember to et 
to ••J' that 1 t oannot oonaur 1n 

aolutlon ot Cont renoe~ 

eting with Dr. Oolden■on oalle4 ott, 
pl m et1ng ln Cleve n4 Deoernbor 0th 0t1lled ott. 

Rev1ae4 r aolut1on ausge•t 4 by oerta1n people 1n 
reply to r/17 proteat. 



he re■ olut1on is finally adopted. 

All along, the t1-Z1on1ats ma it olear that they 
will agz-e to nothing ahcrt ot a pl ttonn hloh 
1• non- t1ona11at1o, non-po.a.1t1cal. They h ve 
been oona1 tent. 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF. O. O. 

RODE,. SHALOM Ta:MP'LIE 

Fl,-TH AND MOREWOOD AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH. PA. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

October 12, 1942 

I know that you will recall our informal 
conversations about the possibility of your writing a 
commentary on the Book of Jeremiah for our aeries of 
Jewish commentaries. You know how eager I am !or you to 
accept this task. lly eagerness is due not only to the 
fact that you will produce a grand book and thus help 
establish the value of our commentary series, but also 
that I personally will be proud to have a commentary by 
you accompany my commentary on the Psalms. 

In addition, I am convinced that you will 
enjoy doing the work especially since writing a commentary 
is the eort of work a n can do ers by verse at odd 
:moments and even on tra ns. I know that I hesitated 
quite a long tim be!o accepting the task of writing 
the comment&ry on the Psalms. I ention that tact because 
I have a notion that it you hesit t bout accepting the 
taek it will be perhaps for the same reason. I feared it 
would be too much of a nuisance to write for the Union 
and have to argue with committees, but I found out there 
is very 11 ttle trouble involved. ill an author has to do 
is to submit part of the introduction and a sample chapter 
so that the author and the committee may be both assured 
that the work ie going in the right direction. Then when 
the manuscript is completed, it is given to readers' 
committee who 8ubmit their detailed suggestions which the 
author may or may not accept aa he pleases, but generally 
a good percentage of the suggestions are helpful. 

So I can assure you that it will not be much 
of a nuisance but on the contrary will be a great deal of 
pleasure. I would be happy to receive 30ur definite accept
ance of the task to write a commentary on Jeremiah. 

With best wishes, 

As ever, 

SBFiGK 
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RABBI LOUIS J. EGELSON 
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1942 

r. Abba Hillel Silver 
10311 Lake Shore Drive 
Cleveland, Ohio 

er r. Silver: 

December rz , 

Ra i :·~ lson we s in Chic~ eo his eek to 
rep re that coil'.lrr.un ty for the nnual a~ eal for sup-

port of th ~non. The ue~t on of o~erful per-
sonnlity thct coul influence a community like Chicago , as discussed b hin, with Dr. Louis ha . Dr. Mann 
sa hat the only r"'an who could do the job is Dr. Silver of Cleveland t 

As you 1-:no, , v:e are passing through an 1 or
tent riod ln he develo , ent o the Union. ·.'e have 
made progres~, end th t ro -ress has een made poscivle by the con~ist nt End persi tent pres ure wh ch we have maintained u.on our co r gations to r ecognize their responsi ility to the nat onal institution. 

I have been very much encouraeed y the affirmativ attitude and the coo er tive -~irit of he nen ~,ho _ ve been k d to help us. Among t es r.1 n ho.ve 
been the Pres_dent of the CCAR, . .ell er, the ice
Pres dent, Dr. Freehof, Dr. :r'olsc~ end Dr. Jonah ~1se. 

I have previousl refrainec from a kine ou to Lelp us until t e opportun..L ty arr ved wl~Pr·e the fl ld 
~ould e lar6e enough an prom~sing enough to warrant uch a requ t. I think that Chicago has large 
potential re ourca3for financial support of he Un on. I believe you w 11 agree w·th th s ju .ent. 

Therefore, I ar;i a.~king ou to lend us your support and set aside for the Un on in Chica o a 
Tue day or ~e esde.y in Januar. Ple 1 t me have 
a few tentative dates, and I till try to make the arr ngements accordingl . 

1th kin est 

I 
A :R 

ersonal regards, I am 

Cor all ours, 

~Rosen 
C a rman of the 
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34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO PHONE P Arkway 7345 

December 11 , 1942 

Dr. A.bba -- llel Silver 
Tl e Te1n ... >le 
~ast 105th 
Cleveland, 

St. ~t Ansel Ro~d 
Chio 

Dear Dr . .i.lver : 

I am very t' ... an_ ful to ou or ~o 
lettrr of ~ ecember 7 l'."nd for our willin

0
ne. s 

to cooperate ·::: tr1 the Unlon • n our e.tfort n 
C lceuO• 

I 1 re o to.u, n accor 1ance ~1th 
e clo copy of t~e tele~ram . 

Rabbi 
T .. ur SL a:y for 

an ... s ents of 
.-. t ,., iich t.:. .e t e 
for the mr. t nu. 

o ·s to e in Chicago 
e tine w .i. th t:.1e rab s 

conL,re .... , ti ons l.n (t1lc,.. o, 
nite d te rill be chosen 

••. at e },_ave i lli nd s even n__, 
d nner mPeting t the St ndard c1, b , to ··;h • ch 
the ra 'is and re sidents o: cong e ations , 
mem ers of the ....,o r .. s of the Congree;a t · ons , 
Siter 00 s ~n 3roL erhoo s , and a fe ot er 
le ers in t· e communi t ·1oul e nvit ec . 
_ n announcel'"'lent will e ma e th t those ·vho do 
not iish to com to th nner can com fte r 
the nncr . 

1\ t t ct t n:e I ho ...)e tl at you •·• 11 e 
-ood enou to ad ess the r.rou on t~e ne d to 
stren ·then relir;ion in the resent emer ,_,enc r rnd 
to su ~ or t our na tlonal re l i o ns ti tut. on . 
It i not planned to have an sollc t ton th t 

venin ~. 

Rab 
I ho,e to r ite to vou furt er after 

~ elson returns from C, lcaBO next w k . 

·:, t kind re 
once more for ~our e l 

rs an 
fulness , 

thank ng y ou 
I am 

Cor ial l " 0 r s 

A : RT. 

~ ~ J 

Crm-ir~e£ of the Boar 



CHICK HIIVICE OESIIIElt OTHl:IIWtH CHARGE 

MESSAGE WILL 8E $ENT AT FU\.L IIAff ACCOUMT 

DOMISTIC FOAE:ION 
NUMeER 

FULL RATE FULL RAT£ 

DIIV LETTER COE RATE 

c .. SH NO I TOCLS 

NIGHT LETTER URGEtlT 
CIIEC>< 

SERIAL OEf"ERREO 

RESERVATION NIGHT I.ETTER TIME FILED (>TANO-.RO Tta..1£:1 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 
· -

, ,~ .! 

Se11d tl,e following message. sublect to the Company• s rules. regr,lations and rates set fortl, in it., tariffs ar,d on file with regulator)' authorities 

• 

• • 



STANDARD TIME INDICATED 

~ 

J101 34 DL(EIGHT)=CINCINNATI OHIO 

TMIS IS " f'UU. Mff TIUDIIAM. CA8l£ 

GIIAM OR RADIOGRAM UNI.ISS OT'HEIIWISI: 

OR IN THC A.DOR£SS OF THE M£SSAGE. 

SYMBOLS DESIGNATING SEffVla;: sn.£CTED 

ARit OUTLINED IN TH£ CO,. IY'S TARtf'f'S 

fr H~ AT EACH Of"P'ICE ANO ON FIU: WITH 

~OIIY~RITIIS 

=DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER=. • 

THE =TE AP L E E ·• 1 0 5 TH ST A T A NS EL RD= ( CLEVE LA ND OH I O ) : 

=A M VERY HAPPY THAT YOU ARE ILLI f OTO CHICAGO. PLEASE 

HOLD JA ~UAR Y FIFTH AND SI TH OPEN FOR A FEV DA YS, AS E ARE 

NEGOT IATI G JITH CHICAGO FOR A DEFI NITE DATE . LETTER FOLLO S 

=ADOLPH ROSENBERG~ 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

December 18, 1942 

This morning Rabbi Egelson returned from 
Chicago where he met with the Presidents and Rab
bis to arrange for a public meeting in Chicago 
which you were to address. It was felt at this 
meeting that the time for preparation was too 
short to hold a oeting on January 5 or 6. It was 
therefore decided that it would be much better to 
hold this meeting in February. Would you be good 
enough to fix a date - a Tuesday or Wednesday in 
February - that will be agreeable to you. I have 
a feeling that your willingness to go to Chicago 
was influential in making the meeting of yesterday 
an enthusiastic one. Rabbi Egelson reports that 
there was a very fine feeling at the meeting. It 
was attended by representatives of every congrega
tion in Chicago, and there was an enthusiasm which 
strikes a very happy note for us. They are looking 
forward eagerly to your coming. 

I hope to see you at the meeting of the 
Institute in Cincinnati next week. 

AR:SG 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Cordially yours 1 

Adol~nberg~==~-
Chairman or the Board 
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Leo M. Fraillin, fetroil 
Chairmall \ 
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Editorial 
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Under the Joint Auspices of 
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~ 

Israel Bettan, Cill~.?JOli 
Edward N. Calisch, Richmo11tl 
Sidney S. Tedesche, Brooklyn 
Jacob J. Weinstein, Chica10 MERCHA TS BUILDING 

Cincinnati 
Louis I. Egelson, Cinci1111ali 

Secr.,ar1 

December 28 1 1942 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

Holiday Press Notices 
Edward N. Calucb 

It was good to see you last week in Cincinnati. 

Gussie told me of your telling her of your experience 
at Fort Bragg where you did not find one piece of Jewish lit
erature for distrirution among t e Je ish men. I looked up 
our records and found that there is an Orthodox Jewish chaplain 
at Fort Bragg. He probably did not know of our Popular stud es. 
Had you visited other camps here we have chaplains that are 
graduates of the n.u.c. and J.I.R. you ould have found many 
of our Popular Studies displ yed for free distribution. These 
chaplains asked for them, and they received them. We have 
distributed the Popular Studies actually in tens of thousands, 
and we hear from the chaplains that they are very popular with 
the inen. 

The Union is now preparing a receptacle to hold these 
pamphlets. We shall send a receptacle to every camp where 
there is a Jewish chaplain, and shall also send him a supply 
of Popular Studies. Thus, Fort Bragg will likewise be included. 
Whether that Orthodox Jewish chaplain will wish to display our 
material is, of course, something that we cannot control. 

~1th kindest regards and best wishes for the New Year 
to you and yours, in which Gussie joins me, I am 

~----lY yours, 
-9 

~---'- r 

LE:SG 

P. s. I hope you will let us know t~e date that you receive 
from the University of Chicago as soon as you get it, because 
we do want o make adequate preparation in Chicago for a goodly 
audience to hear you when you speak for the Union. 

L.E. 



r 29 2 
' 

• lb i l na 

th 11 , I 

0 • co l r ur 
., ' 

I 



.. 

Leo M. Franklin, Detroit 
Chairman 

Harry W. Ettelson, Memphis 
Vice-Chairman 

Israel Bettan, Cincinnati 
Edward N. Calisch, Richmond 
Sidney S. Tedesche, Brooklyn 
Jacob J. Weinstein, Chu:a10 

Lows I. Egelson, Cincinnati 
Se&retar, 

Under the Joint Auspices of 

THE UNION OF AMERICA HEBREW CO GREGATIONS 
AND THE CE TRAL CONFERE CE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHA TS BUILDING 

Cincinnati 

January 4, 1943 

Committee Chairmen 

Editorial 
Harry W. Ettelson 

Holiday Sermon Pamphlet 
Ja ob J. Weinstein 

Holiday Press Notices 
Edward N. Calisch 

Dr. Abba Hillel 
The r.ienple 

ilver 

E. 105t St. at 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Ansel Road 

1. I ·;ant to acknowledee your letter of December 29 . 
. e shall certainly follow through on plac nB our pamphlets 
in the hands of the Jewish men in the service. 

2. 'e recently decided to s s new set of pam hle ts 
for tne Jewish men in U_e ari ed forces . hese ,ill be much 
shorter than our regular Popular Studies (tracts). They are 
to be more popul rl ritten an re to a eal particularly 
to the averave n. 

··1e are just now seek g al thors to write these 
pamphlets. 1 ·e ant perhap ten • n e ser es. Each 
pamphlet is to be about 2000 wor in len th. Of cour e, 
it s to be distinctly Jewish in character. ould you 
consent to let us have a short essay on "Judaism in a ,orld 
at ~ a.r" or "Jewish I deal s and ar Aims 'i" 

I ould a ryp reciate very much receivi your ac
ceptance and hortly thereafter the essay itself. 

3. lave you heard from the Universi of Ch cago 
as to the date of your address there? Ve want to prepare 
the 1ay in Chica o as far in advance of your comin as 
possible. If the date for your visit to Ch cago has 
already been set, ploa e be ood enou~ to wire it to me. 
Soon after I et that vord from Tou, I , all· ant to run 
up to Chic o for a mectin 71th the presidents of the 
coneregat ons in order tom ke tie nece sary arran ements. 

''•ith cordial re ards and best wishes to you nd 
~ours for the ne year, I am 

u ncerel ours, 

LE:R ... 



J uary •• 1943 

r. Adolph Bosen berg 
Union r1can Hebrew Con~-~-tlona 
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7 dear r . I 

4ate with 1Tera 1 o •1 ba• 
dettn1 tel7 ti r ---•nl • Janu-

31 at. I t er tree to c • 
t the et1 h :,ou pl an to ._&.,,.._ S.n 
Chiea«O, i f t of t et1n be••' 
tor 'o , y let. • would • ~e 

• ec1 t . 

1\h 11 good wlahea, 

l ' at cordi 117 7 ure, 

S1DD 
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January 6, 1943 

Dr . . bba Hillel ~11ver 
Tre Temple 
E . 105th St . at Ansel Road 
Chica o , Ill. 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

I just rece1 ved your 1 
4, in v,hic h you ere kin< enou 
dat o.f .:onday, ebru'"r 1, for 
meeting . 

tter 
to 

t ....... e 

of Jan ar:r 
("l'ive us th 

ic go 

Rabbi ~e son re nded me that when h 
:vas n C ca o recently he wa.s told that l\.onr,ay 
night s a , ad lg t or Chica. o, because t is 
dedic ted to op n forum. I asked Rabbi Ery lson 
to ca.11 up Dr. Louis .. e.nn to con irm at . Dr . 
Lann a.id that ,.onday nleht is the open forum 
of n i Congregat on, nd on t very even ne 
w.1ich you su .r..,e ste , ner .. ely, February 1 1 Dr . 

ree. of will e in 6hica o to speak t t e for 

I do not thin .. < it roul 
that compet tion on th t nicht . 

be ·:i ,.. e to ha e 

Could you ("l' ive us anot er date a week 
or so later, and pre_er bly a Tuesday or a 
•• edne sday'l 

I oul 
me collect. 

appreciate 1 t if JOU rould -r.; re 

iith Kin est re arcs , I am 

' inc rely yours , 

Rosenber 
of th oa.rd 

AR:RI 

• 
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Dr. Abba Iill el Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th & nsel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 25, 1943 

I did not want to intrude with other matters 
on your celebration last week. Therefore I postponed 
writing this lette1• to you. 

e are ail de~ighted to know that you will 
speak for the Union on Tuesday evening, February 9, 
at a Dinner Meeting. We are anticipating concrete 
results following your address. 

As you Knoi, Chicago is a wealt}Vcommunity 
tha~ should support the Union in a substantial way. 
In our estimation $50 ,000. a year ,ould not be too 
much for so important a group. And we must get it 
from individuals rather than from congregations; we 
have felt for a long time that the support of the 
Union and the College can only come in that way. 

As a member of the Board of Governors of 
the College, it is frequently called to my atten
tion that within five or six years the funds of 
the College will be exh.austed. A base of support 
must nov, be built up which will enable the College 
to continue its activities at least upon its present 
level. The College has taken on responsibility to 
its faculty with reference to pensions - an obli
gation that must be met with the help of the Jewish 
community in America. 

The Union also requires more funds on a 
much larger scale. If e are to publish a Reform 
~agazine worthy of us; if we are to continue to 
expand the fine educational work which we have been 
doing; if we are to continue to reach the non-Jew 
with proper information about Judaism and the Jew; 
if we are to meet the needs of the men in tho armed 
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forces through pamphlets that we are publishing and 
plan to publish, we must have more funds at our dis
posal. Certainly the Bureau of Synagogue Activities 
is developing to a point where it is not only serving 
our affiliated congregations but it is also making 
a genuine contribution t its Committee on Ceremonies. ~~-·j Our Youth ork is also progressing, though it is some- -~7\ 
what limited by the fact that many of our young men 
have gone into the service of our country. our program 
of regional activities would naturally be expanded if 
the chaplaincy were not taking all our younger men. 

One reason why I am taking this line of thought 
is because the Committee on Arrangements in Chicago 
particularly asked for more information about the insti
tutions they are reque ted to support. It is definitely 
a problem of education on what e are doing. 

Rabbi ppelbaum will be in C icago to look after 
the details in c nnection with the rneeting. \le are very 
hopeful that our succ ss there will be commensurate with 
the effort. 

AR:SG 

li th kind regards and best ii shes, I am 

Cordially yours, 

M~ lL~l..i 

Adolph Ros nberg 
Chairman of the Board 
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TELEPHONE ANDOVER 1188 

February 2, 1943 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
C/o The Temple, 
Ansel Road and East 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver:--

I feel that I may be regarded as in a dual 

capacity in addressing you as a Chicago Jew, and as 

an officer and director of the Union Board. In both I 

am happy to know that you will come to Chicago and attord 

us the privilege of hearing you at our meeting on Tuesday 

evening, February 9; tor Chicago needs your message and 

the Union will be the beneficiary. We shall look tor-

ward to your coming and a warm welcome awaits you. I 

understand that arrangements are being made to have you 

stay at The Standard Club, which 1s also the place of 

the meeting. I shall call upon you there in due time 

for the meeting, and trust that we shall be able to make 

your v1s1t a comfortable and pleasant one -- in addition 

to the great value and inspiration we know it will bestow 

on us. 

With kindest personal regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours 

HNG/R 



• Gottlieb, 

._,,_ you tor your 1 d l tter ot 
cond. 

1 
1a1t to 

nio a. 
·-•• you tor wai~1K 

r~ t 8 IR-UY~ ®• 

1th 11 ood 1 he, Ir in 

oat co 1 our 



OFFICERS 
ADOLPH ROSENBERG 
Chairman of the Board 

ROBERT P. GOLDMAN 
President 

HARRY N. GOTTLIEB 
FREDERICK F. GREENMAN 

JACOB W. MACK 
EUGENE B. STRASSBURGER 

Vice-Presidents 

HERBERT C. OETTINGER 
Treasurer 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN 
Honorar:, Secretar:, 

{r 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Honorar:, Members 

Isaac W. Bernheim, Denver 
Simeon M. Johnson, Ci11ci1111ati 
Henry Morgenthau, New 1' ork 
Henry Oppenheimer, Baltimor• 
Maurice D. Rosenberg, Washin1ton 
Louis Schlesinger, Newark 

Marcus Aaron, Piusbur1h 
Jacob Aronson, New 1' ork 
David M. Breuler, New Tork 
Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel, San Fra11cisco 
Gmtave A. Efroymson, Indianapolis 
S. Muon Ehrman, Portla11d 
Mark Eisner, New 1'ork 
Solomon Elsner, Hartford 
Fred F. Florence, Dallas 
Irving S. Flonheim, Chica10 
Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, Pillsbur1li 
Julius W. Freiberg, Ci11cinnoti 
Harry F~und, St. Lotiis 
Lee M. Friedman, Bosto11 
Dr. Samuel H. Goldeoson, New 1"ork 
Robert P. Goldman, Cincinnati 
Harry N. Gottlieb, Chica10 
J01eph J. Greenberg, Philadelphia 
Frederick F. Greenman, New rork 
Harry C. Grossman, Detroit 
Mn. Hugo Hartmann, Winnetka 
Dr. James G. Heller, Ci"cinnati 
Lester A. JaHe, Cincinnoli 
David F. Kahn, Cincinnati 
Louis L. Kaufman, Cincinnati 
Charles P. Kramer, New rork 
Eldon S. Lazarus, New Orlea11s 
Simon Lazarus, Columbus 
Irving Lehman, New r ork 
Jacob W. Mack, Ci11cinnali 
Ralph W. Mack, Cinci11nati 
Dr. Edward E. Mayer, Pi1tsbur1h 
Irving S. Metzler, Los An1eles 
Melvin S. Meyen, Louisville 
Philip Meyen, Cincinnati 
Dr. Julian Morgenstern, Ci11cinnati 
Herbert C. Oettinger, Cinci11nati 
Col. Julim I. Peyser, Washin1ton, D. C. 
Matthew Porosity, Doslo11 
Dr. Victor E. Reichert, Cincinnati 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cincinnati 
A. L. Salt.zstein, Milwaukee 
Gilbert Sanden, Trinulcul, Colo. 
Bernard G. Sang, Clait:1110 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Cl1v1unul 
Archibald Silverman, Provul111c, 
David G. Skall, Cl,v,11111,l 
Horace Stern, Philadelph;. 
Eugene B. Strasaburger, PiUshr1A 
Aaron Straua, Baltimo,, 
Roger W. Straua, N ,,. Tori& 
Lewil L. StraUII, N ,,,, Tori 
Arthur Hays Subberger, N,w ror/c 
Sidney N. Weitz, Clev,l1111d 
Melville S. Welt, Ddroil 
Herman Wile, B•6• 
.uidore Wile, H.,lfortl 
Dr. Jonah B. Wile, N•w Tork 

{r 

RABBI LOUIS I. EOELSON 
Admi11ist,a1iv, S•cr,ter1 

THE UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
THE DEPARTMENT OF SYNAGOGUE AND SCHOOL EXTENSION 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO PHONE P Ark.way 7.345 

Dr . Ab..)a Hillel Silver 
Tho Temp:!.e 
E . 105th e, 
Clevolanc , 

nsel Road 
Ohio 

Dea1l Dr . Silver : 

Febr~ary ll , 1943 

Rabi l!:gelson told e of the 1agnif cent 
address th t you de • muesday night at the 
meeting in Chi a 0 0. f of the Union I 
want to exp ess to yo ors cere thanks . You 
stated in yo1r a'dress ht that vas the first 
time tl t yo ha s oken fo1 he Union. I cer
tainly hoe hat we tuy b u le to ca~l on you 
soon a ain to present our cause in another ci y . 

\'e kno that the educatioral proc ss 
requires more than one stimulating meeting . 
Rabbi Hollers oke in C · cago las yAar , and 
yo spoke t is year . fter a s t1ilar neeti1 B 
next year I hope that te till have gotten 
Ch cago into the hab·t of considerin the Union 

nd t e Hebrew Union ColleGe as institutions on 
the "must" list for s pport . 

regards 

R : SG 

r.iha king ou a uln and w th kindest 
I am 
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TORONTO 

THE RAes,·s sTuov March 8, 1943. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend: 

I cannot tell you how deeply I appreciate your 
warm-hearted and fine-spirited word of felicitation upon 
my decision to assume, for the time being, the position 
of Director of the Union of .American Hebre1 Congregations . 

Nothi has been more gratifying to me than the 
friendship that you have manifested toward me, and the 
confidence that you have frequently indicated you have in 
me . I only hope that in the difficult tasks that lie ahead 
I may in no wise disappoint you. uch words of commenda
tion, coming from one whom I i.esteem ..a highly as I do 
youitaelf. cannot but give me great courage at a time when 
I desperately need such confidence. It wi11 be almost 
impossible for me to achieve even the smallest measure of 
suooess which you have been gracious enough to anticipate, 
without the fullest co-operation of such distinguished 
leaders of American Israe1 as yourself. 

I know how many years of outstanding service you 
have given not only to .American Israel in general , but 
to the Union in particular, and I was particularly pleased 
to hear of the fine piece of work whioh you did in Chicago . 
I do pray that I may feel free to call upon you to be of 
similar helpfulness in the future for, I repeat, that 
without the tangible assistance of such men of far-reaching 
influence as yourself, I will be unable to do the things 
which we all ~eel must be accomplished in this crucial hour. 

Once more thanking you so very much for your words, 
which I shall always prize and which will ever prove moat 
heartening to me, and with warmest personal greetings, I am 

Yours most cordially, 

MNE:TG 
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l arch 9, 194-3 

Dr . Abba iillel Silver 
c/o rhe Temple 
E . 105th St . at Ansel oad 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

PHONE P Arkway 7345 

I have been v,ai ting this lone; to hear from you 
ecau e I anticipated receiving from yo the bill for 

yo r expenses in con ection ith your visit to Chicago 
for the Union, which we greatly appreciated . on ' t 
you please be 0 ood enough to let me have the state
ment of yo r expenses. 

I am enclosin - t wo amphlets that are just off 
the press. rhese are intenaed par t icular l y for the 
Jewi h men in the armed fo ces. 1

-l. ey are part of a 
ne1 se ie8 bout 1hich I rote to vou on ,January • 

At that time I asked if you ,ould care to ~rite 
one in that series, and I sug 1eated one or two sub
jects, " J uda i s m i n a 'orl d a t ··ar" or 1 Je ish Ideals 
and a r 1ms ." 

rou know , we ave been anxious for some time t o 
nave you wr ite a pamphl e t fo r us in our r e ular serie · 
of Popular Stu ies . Another one ha3 just appeared on 
' Judaism and a " by rofessor Cohon , a copy of which 
ill be ent to yot shortly with other material . 

If you ,on ' t write one n the lon ger series , 
will ou do the one in the s.orter ser ies , as sug
gested above? 

ith kin regards and t r ustin 
ou , I run 

to hear f r om 

1 innerel y yours , 

dmini strat ive Secre t a ry 
L 1 : H 
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.arch 12, 1q43 

r . bba rtillel Silver 
'J. he 'ler1ple 
nst 1or:th 

Cleveland, 
St. at Ansel Hoad 
Ohio 

ear r. Silver : 

..Ln accordance with our lotter of larch 
, am enclosing., torether with our rep ated 

thanks for your f~ne cooperation., a check for 
~15.00 to reimburse your exp nses in connection 
witn your v sit to C cago for the Union. 

conunent 
I sent 

a precia t 'ii ry 
gardin~ the two b 

rou. value yotr o 

ch or favorable 
ief pamphlets that 
inion v~ry hi hly . 

re distr b ing thee pamphlets widely . 
bout r· ty o ~~ cha lains have lready ord red 

the pamphlets wh ch, of cours , 1e nre sendinG · ~ 
t}em gratis . ~ e ne rac t t e prepared/t~ 
place th ,se and our r gul~r Popul·r tudy series 
is also in demand . b ore long e expect to have 
our pamphlets in everyone of the a y chap ls . 

I do hope that yo 1 11 ;ive your elf the 
co1pulsion to write a brief pampll t for us in 
this ser os ., even tho ch you do not ave v r 
l ch fr e ti e. 

ith kindest r egards and look ng forward 
to se :ng you at th Union Conrentio1 in ew ~ark , 
I am 

Cor~d:ally yours , 

LE : R 1 
Administr t · ve 'ecreta.ry 
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March 16, 194 3 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, o. 
Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am calling a meeting of the Executive 
Board o the Union for Thursday, April 1, at 
two P.M., at the Hotel New Yorker, New York 
City. The Convention will begin on Friday, 
April 2. 

There are two main item 
our schedule: 

of business on 

1. The adoption of the budget for 
1943-44. 

2~ Our answer to the invitation to 
join the American Jewish Assembly. 

It is needless for me to say that the de
cision that might be arrived at 1s of the ut
most importance. Therefore, your presence is 
highly essential . 

AR:GS 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Adolph Rosenberg 
Chairman of the Board 



TENTATIVE PROGRAM - 38TH COUNCIL, U.A.H.C. 
New York, April 2-4, 1943 

THE.ME OF CONVENTION: MAN'S FAITH AND THIS CRISIS 

Frid~y Mo~E.!pg - April 2, 1943 

FORMAL OPENING OF COV CIL 

1. OPENING REMARKS - Mr. Robert P. Goldman, President, 
Union of American Hebrew Congre
gations 

2 . Invocation --

3 . Aprointment of Committees 
a) On Credentials 
b) On I ermanent Organization 

4. ADDRESS OF CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD -
Mr. Adolph Rosenberg 

5. Reports of Committees 
a) On Credentials 
b) On Permanent Organization 

6. PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT OF 38TH COU CIL 

7. Appointment of Council Committees al On Resolutions 
b On Nominations 
c On Time and Place of Next Council 
d On Thanks 

Fr.2:.~ay_Noon - Brief Religious Servlce 

Friday Af ~ernp_o~ 

2 : 00 P. M. ·· THE PILLARS OF OUR FAITH - A Symposium 
AL yman Presiding 

1 . Prayer -

2 . Study -

3 . Charity -

4:00 P, M. - Round Tt ble of Presidents and Rabbis on Rabbin
ical )ensions - Mr. Jacob Aronson, ew York, 
presiding. 



Friday Evening Ser~~ce -

Opening Prayer 

2 . 

Sermon - Rabbi James G. Heller, Cincinnati 

Benediction 

Invocation -

Sermon - Rabbi Louis Binstock, Chicago 

Benediction 

s ~turday Aftern~?P -

4 :00 P . M. - The Chaplain's Service 
A Layman Presiding 

Army Chaplain -

Navy Chaplain -

Saturday Evening -

THE HEALING OF RUMA ITY - A Symposium 
A Layman Presiding 

1. The C tholic -

2 . The Protestant -

3 . The Jew -

Discussion 

Sunday MornJ.-.~ - April 4, 1943 

J0:30 A.M . - Invocation 

ISRAEL'S PRESENT AND FUTURE - P Symposium 
A Layman Presidin 

1. A Sociolo 1st-Historian -

2 . A Rabbi -

Dlscussion 

Sunday Noon - Brief Re liglous Service 
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pr 1 13, 1943 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
7he emple 
East 105th 
Cleveland, 

st. at 
Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

nsel Road 

It wa3 so g ood to have seen you in ew 
York and to have had a fe'I minutes here and 
there with you self nd y ur ood wife. I was 
especiall thrilled to have 1·stened to our 
very stirring and conv • ci1 co1iunents before 
the Exec tie Board of the Union which I am cer
tain had a profound effec in the decision finally 
reached. 

I am ver•y eager to talk 11th you about a 
number of i . ortant matters and I am r-rondering 
whether it would be convenient for you to have 
me drop by Cleveland on m way back to c·nc nnati 
after being in Toronto for the first day of Pass
over . I could be _n Cleveland on 1ednes ay , 
April 21 . 

'Jould ou mind dropp nr; me a note to Holy 
Blosso Temple, Toronto, ihere I 'I 11 be the end 
of t1is week, letting me now w ether it will be 
conven ent for ou to see r.ie and ·ust ,hat tie 
will be best for ou . 

Hopi1g to ear fro1 you soon and again 
with arIJ est pers onal ereotin s, .,.. am 

Yours nost cordially , m~ 
Rabi Maurice N. •isendrath 

rector 
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THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHANTS BUILDING, CINCINNATI, 0. 

Anr 1 19, 194:-Z 

Dr . Abba. H. 
The Temple 
East 105th 
Cleveland, 

ilver 

St . at Ansel hd . 
Oho . 

Dear Friend: 

Under sepnr te cover, I run sendin 
you a marked cop of the last ssue of THE 
JEvISH ACHER hich contains a rev ew by 
myself of your n 1orld Crisis an Jewish Sur
vival." I trust you will f n<l 1 t of 1 t r st. 

With est wishes from house to house , 
I am 

Very sincerely your~, 

F.duca io~al Director 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

April 22, 1943 

I want to thank you so much for the very 
helpful conversation of yesterday and to assure 
you that I appreciate deeply your fine spirit of 
cooperation. I have thought considerably about 
your own vie1point in the matter, and I want to 
repeat ,hat I said yesterday regarding the validity 
of your arguments. I was especially impressed by 
your feeling that it would be more helpful to pro
ceed along more constructive lines than to spend 
any considerable time in meeting with any particu
lar group. Ho ever, in reflecting upon the matter 
further, an idea came to e hich I would like to 
place before you, for what it may be worth. I hope 
that you will not consider it in any wise a subter
fuge, for I am most sincere in advancing this some
what different point of view than occurred to me 
yesterday. 

In view of the fact that the Union is going 
into the American Jewish Conference, I feel that 
it would be imperative for us to formulate quite 
clearly our own position with regard to post-war 
Jewish reconstruction and especially with regard to 
Palestine. I believe that this positive approach to 
the problem is a sound one and ought to elicit your 
indispensable cooperation. I cannot conceivl_;the 
Union foroulating a policy with regard to such vital 
problems without your personal assistance. Please 
think this over from this point of view and let me 
know whether there is any way in which you could 
actively cooperate. 

I might add that Mr. Rosenberg saw Judge 
Horace Stern when he was East last weekend for 
the Executive meeting of the American Jewish Con
ference. He procured Judge Stern's assent to serve 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 2. April 22, 1943 

on our proposed Conm1ission, and likewise the acquiescence 
of Judge Irving Lehman. In view of the cooperation of 
such laymen who are in no way connected with the Council 
of American Judaism, our Commission will not be in reality 
a meeting with the Council but rather an endeavor to find 
a formula for the guidance of the Union in its participa
tion with the whole of American Jewry. 

I hope that this present proposal appeals to you 
more than the somewhat more negative approach which I 
first placed before you. I would appreciate it deeply 
if you would let me hear from you at your earliest oppor
tunity. 

I am looking forward eagerly to being with you on 
Sunday morning, the 23rd, and I do hope that you have been 
able to arrange a Board meeting for luncheon the following 
day. 

Once more thanking you so very much for your gen
erous cooperation, and with warmest Passover greetings, 
I am, as ever, 

MNE:SG 

Yours most faithfully, 

Rabbi M~~sendrath 
Director 



OFFICERS 

ADOLPH ROSENBERG 
President 

HARRY N. GOTTLIEB 
FREDERICK F. GREENMAN 
JACOB W. MACK 
EUGENE B. STRASSBURGER 

Vice-Presidents 

HERBERT C. OETTINGER 
Treasurer 

RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 
Director 

{r 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Honorary Members 

Marcus Aaron, Pillsbur1h 
Isaac W. Bernheim, Denver 
Simeon M. Johnson, Cincinnati 
Henry Morgenthau, New Tork 
Henry Oppenheimer, Baltimore 
Maurice D. Rosenberg, W ashin1ton 
A. L. Saltzstein, Milwaukee 
Isidore Wise, Hartford 

Lester D. Alexander, Toledo 
Jacob Aronson, New Tork 
Jesse Cohen, Brooklyn 
Lloyd W. D:nkelspiel, San Francisco 
Gustave A. Efroymson, Indianapolis 
S. Mason Ehrman, Portland 
Mark Eisner, New Tork 
Solomon Elsner, Hartford 
Irvin Fane, Kansas City 
Fred F. Florence, Dallas 
Irving S. Flonbeim, Chica10 
Rabbi Solomon B. Frcehof, Pillsbur1li 
Julius W. Freiberg, Cincinnati 
Harry Freund, St. Louis 
Lee M. Friedman, Boston 
Rabbi Samuel H. Goldenson, New Tork 
Robert P. Goldman, Cincinnati 
Harry N. Gottlieb, Chicaio 
Joseph J. Greenberg, Philadelphia 
Edgar . Greenebaum, Chica10 
Frederick F. Greenman, New Tork 
Harry C. Grossman, Detroit 
Rabbi Samuel M. Gup, Columbus 
:Mn. Hugo Hartmann, Winnetka 
Rabbi James G. Heller, Cincin,iali 
Dr. S. S. Hollender, Cliica10 
Lester A. Jaffe, Cincinnati 
David F. Kahn, Cincinnati 
Louis L. Kaufman, Cincinn4'i 
Eldon S. Lazarus, New Orleans 
Irving Lehman, New Tork 
Jacob W. Ma k, Cincinnati 
Irving S. Metzler, Los Angeles 
Melvin S. Meyers, Louisville 
PhiHp Meyers, Cincinnati 
James II. Miller, Cleveland 
Rabbi Julian Morgen tern, Cincin11ati 
Herbert C. Oettinger, Cincinnati 
Theodore D. Peyser, Washin1ton, D. C. 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cincinnati 
Gilbert Sanden, Trinidad, Colo. 
Bernard G . Sang, Chica10 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Cleveland 
Archibald Silverman, Providence 
Horace Stern, Philadelphia 
Eugene B. Stra burger, Pittsbur1h 
Aaron Straus, Baltimore 
Roger W. Straus, New Tork 
Lewis L. Strauss, New Tork 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, New Tork 
H . Hiram Weisberg, Syracuse 

idney N. Weitz, Cleveland 
Melville S. Welt, Detroit 
Herman Wile, Di,ff alo 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, New Tork 
Abe Wurzburg, Memphis 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSO 
Administrative Secretary 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPJ 
Honorary SecretarJ 

1t 

THE UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO PHONE P Ark, ay 7345 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
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Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

April 23, 1943 

I hope that you will not consider me too 
importunate in writing you this additional letter 
regarding the matter which you may well know has 
given me considerable concern. However, in think
ing further about this problem, I have this added 
hope regarding the possible consequence of the 
Commission, which ie discussed together. Is it 
not likely that if we are successful in formulating 
a program - not for the Zionist Organization of 
America, of course - but for the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations and for Liberal Judaism in 
America, that this would render superfluous any 
further discussion at the c.c.A.R., which is the 
thing which you wish so very much to avoid? I am 
of the opinion that in the event that we reach some 
common ground at the Commission meeting, that we 
could well postpone any further discussion at least 
until after the American Jewish Conference. 

I do not like to contemplate the idea of 
attempting to fashion a program for the Union on 
the problem of post-war reconstruction and particu
larly on the question of our Liberal Jewish attitude 
toward Palestine without your influence. I do not 
wish to press you, but I do feel that at this parti
cular juncture it is most imperative for,,the Union 
to have a positive,(rather than a neutra~, policy, 
and a constructive ~~o~ram. It was with this in 
mind that I took th1i;po;ition, and I believe that 
the proposed Cot.mission would help to create such a 
policy and program. 

I do covet your presence at such a meeting, 
and I pray that you may find some way of altering 
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your opinion in view of these add:t1onal facts that I 
have placed before you. 

Once more with warmest personal greetings, I 
am, as ever, 

MNE:SG 

Yours most faithfully, 

Rabbi M~~endrath 
Director 
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R. c, G 
• • ,J 

Encl . 

v1 · th cor al regards I , 
Si~cercly yours , 

~)
11 rtoi.onberg 

res dent 



MINUTES OF 

COMMISSION OF RABBIS AND LAYMEN 

The Commission of Rabbis and Laymen authorized by the 38th 
Council of the Union met at the Hotel New Yorker on Sunday, 
May 2, 1943, at 10:30 A.M. 

Present were: Rabbis Barnett R. Brickner, Max C. Currick, 
William H. Fineshriber, James G. Heller, Morris S. Lazaron, Emil 
¥• Leipziger, Felix H. Levy, Julian Morgenstern; Messrs, Robert 
P. Goldman, Adolph Rosenberg, Joseph Proskauer, Meier Steinbrink, 
Horace Stern, a.nd Rabbis Maurice N. Eisendrath and Louis I. 
Egelson. 

Regrets at their inability to be present were received from 
Jacob Aronson, Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Irving Lehman, Charles 
s. Simons, Rabbi Stephens. Wise, and Rabbi Louis Wolsey. 

Mr. Adolph Rosenberg presided and Rabbi Louis I. Egelson 
acted as Secretary. 

At the request of Mr. Rosenberg, the meeting opened with 
prayer by Rabbi Max C. Currick. 

Mr. Rosenberg stated the purpose of the meeting. He re
viewed the events leading to his recommendation for the appoint
ment of the Commission. This Commission was to be a consultative 
body. The laymen are looking to the Union to take a stand on the 
vital issues of Jewish life. The Union leadership feels that it 
cannot approach the complex problems by dogmatically asserting 
any specific philosophy of Jewish life. It prefers to affirm its 
adherence to a program of concrete action for the expansion and 
intensification of the influence of Reform Judaism in America, 
and also a program of concrete action with reference to the Jews 
in the United States, in Europe, and in Palestine. 

He pointed out that a number of programs had been presented 
from_time to time. Judge Charles C. Simons had written a letter 
suggesting a basis for arriving at a united program. Judge 
Horace Stern had developed a plan. The American Jewish Committee 
had announced its program, and Rabbi Eisendrath had also prepared 
a statement of objectives. 

Mr. Rosenberg called on Rabbi Eisendrath to read Judge 
Simons• letter, and then proposed that there be an informal dis
cussion. 

Judge Proskauer said that all programs had a common factor, 
and that out of the American Jewish Conference there might emerge 
the desired program. He was impressed with the needs of the Union 
and the College. There is something vital in Judaism and the Jew
ish tradition. Judaism will continue as a world force as long as 
it 1s a great contributing factor in the development of civiliza-
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tion. Therefore, it is a question of preserving for the world 
what is necessary for civilization. The great compromises of 
history have been made on conduct and not on principles. The 
forum where the decision will be made for good or ill, will be 
the American Jewish Conference. Extremists on both sides will 
never steer the ship through the troubled waters. 

Rabbi Heller expressed agreement with Judge Proskauer•s 
opinion. He declared that some rabbis felt that the difference 
among the rabbis should be settled by the rabbis. However, the 
Union has considerable interest in the matter. He reviewed the 
events that led up to the present situation: the Army resolution 
at the c.c.A.R. meeting in February, 1941; the creation of the 
American Council of Juda.ism; the attempts for peace at Pittsburgh 
and Baltimore. He stated that many members of the c.c.A.R. felt 
that the American Council of Judaism was creating another body 
to parallel the work of the c .. C.A.R. - that it was a definite 
Chilul Ha Shem" to divide the Jews at this time. He has been 

ur~ing the Zionists to eschew arguments for a "Jewish State" or 
a 'Jewish Commonwealth," but the American Council of Juda.ism has 

i---crea.ted an atmosphere that will make moderation on the part of 
L-the Zionists very difficult. All that the c.c.A.R. asks is that 

the American Council of Judaism discuss the issue within the 
Central Conference and not outside of it. 

Rabbi Lazaron declared himself earnestly in favor of trying 
to find a common platform. He said the Jewish Army resolution 
was only the last straw, that the non-Zionist rabbis were under 
constant pressure. He had been accused of throwing a monkey 
wrench in Zionist plans, but the fact is that when he was in Eng
land he had asked Anthony Eden to reaffirm the Balfour Declara
tion. The American Council of Juda.ism was organized because it 
was realized that there was truth in the Zionist pronouncements 
that there was an endeavor to capture American Jewish life for 
Zionism. At present there is no instrument that will present 
the point of view of the non-Zionists. The American Council is 

[
not a rabbinic organization. Its dissolution is out of the 
picture, but a definite program of unity is in the picture. He 
declared his opposition to a program that is based on the concept 
of the Jew as a national entity, but he was willing to assist in 
working out a program that would help our Jewish people. 

Judge Stern pointed out that the Commission could choose one 
of three attitudes: 

1. We can pass a resolution that the Union should remain 
neutral; that every rabbi and every group may have 
and stress its own opinion; 

2. We can do nothing; 

3. We can try to arrive at an agreement on a working plan 
on the Palestine question, a plan to which all groups 
can give assent. 
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If we can reach such an agreement, the American Council of Juda
ism may lose its raison d'etre. He pleaded for an attempt to 
achieve unanimity. 

Judge Steinbrink cited the example of the 38th Council of 
the Union, which managed to steer its way through harmonious 
paths. 

President Morgenstern stated that this meeting was not a pre
view for the American Jewish Conference. We are here because we 
are confronted with a vital issue. There are two aspects to our 
problem. First, there is the condition of our coreligionists in 
Europe, for whom Palestine offers a great haven. Secondly, there 
is the religious destiny of the Jewish people. The responsibil
ity for the continued interpretation of Judaism as a religion has 
shifted to America. We are concerned with the underlying philos
ophy of our movement - Judaism as a religion with a definite task 
to perform in the world. We are concerned with what is going to 
happen with our Judaism in America. The American Jewish Confer
ence will deal with political and economic problems. Our task 
here is to deal with religious principles for which we stand. We 
need a will to unity, and that ought to be affirmed. 

Rabbi Brickner said that he came to the meeting in the hope 
that we would explore each other's minds to find the basis where 
we meet, and to determine whether we could go on together. He 
declared his great interest in the future of the Union, the Col
lege and the c.c.A.R., and asked: "Is ther e a basis on which we 
can all stand?" 

Adjournment was taken for lunch. 

Rabbi Fineshriber declared that the Central Conference could 
not decide as to the program of the American Council of Judaism. 
It is a lay-rabbinical organization and is officered by laymen. 
There is no desire on the part of the rabbis in the Council to 
secede from the C.C.A.R. Our purpose here is to achieve unity. 
We can compose our differences here. If we can arrive here at 
unity, the American Council will endorse our decision. The Amer
ican Council will be a tower of strength to the Union. As the 
Council gains strength, it will give strength to the Union. Let 

c us try to find the principles on which we all can agree. 

Rabbi Levy called attention to the fact that the Union and 
the Central Conference stand for the religious interpretation of 
life. Why, then, an American Council of Judaism? 

Judge Proskauer said: "Let's try to settle this schism," and 
stated he would like to clear away some underbrush. He thought 
that mistakes were made by both sides. The c.c.A.R. was wrong to 
pass the Army resolution. As to the American Council of Judaism, 
wisdom would have dictated that that organization should not have 
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come from the members of the c.c.A.R. The name of the Council 
seems to impugn the Judaism or Americanism of the Conference of 
Rabbis. You can't ask the Council to commit hari-kari. When 
the American Jewish Conference meets, it will decide whether 
there will be unity or not. If the American Jewish Conference 
agrees on a moderate program, the American Council of Judaism 
will have achieved its purpose. 

What should be the attitude of the American Council of Ju
daism in the meantime? 

L , 

1. The American Council of ludaism should seek a name 
descriptive of its real purpose. 

2. The American Council of Judaism under its new name, 
retaining its full right of expression, should en
deavor as far as possible to confine its publicity 
to a statement of its own principles and to recruit
ing its own membership 

3. We are all to do our best in the election of delegates 
to the American---:fewish Conference to have the voice of 
non-Z nists recognized. 

4. That the c.c.A.R. accept this modus vivendi. 

Judge Proskauer moved the adoption of the above four points 
as the sense of this meeting. Judge Stern seconded the motion. 

Rabbi Fineshriber stated that he personally had no objection 
to a change of name, but that it would have to be decided by the 
Council; that he will recommend to the Council that no publicity 

v be given out till the American Jewish Conference meets. He asked 
1 for agreement on a statement here, that if the c.c.A.R. would ac-
L cept it at its meet gin june, it would be very helpful for unity. 

Rabbi Heller said the c.c.A.R. does not intend to have public 
squabbles. The discussion on Zionism at the c.c.A.R. will be in 
executive session. If the American Council of Judaism would ac
cept Judge Proskauer's suggestions, it would tend to allay the 
feeling among many rabbis and laymen. It would be a gesture 
toward American Jewish unity. He expressed the thought that all 
groups should refrain from statements that may muddy the waters. 

Judge Stern asked that the American Council of Judaism issue 
a statement that they are a lay organization. 

Mr. Goldman seconded Judge Proskauer's suggestion for a 
change of name for the American Council. He asked: "Isn't the 
U.A.H.C. 1n reality the American Council for Reform Judaism? If 
another group comes out and says it is the representative of Re
form Judaism, it is confusing to the lay mind." He suggested 
that if the Council had taken a new name, it would have gotten 
more adherents. He added that he had been working with many 
people in the American Jewish Conference and found them willing 
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to work for unity. We must often compromise in our plans for 
action, not in our ideologies. 

Rabbi Lazaron informed the Commission that the suggestion 
for a change of name will be brought to the American Council 
group. The Council intends to set its position before the Jews 
of the country, to build up an organization; and to cooperate 
with the American Jewish Conference. 

Rabbi Fineshriber reiterated that the American Council is 
not a rabbinical body; that it is a lay-rabbinical group and not 
in conflict with the C.C.A.R. One of the recently elected of
ficers is a layman, a member of an Orthodox congregation. The 
Council is preparing a new statement of principles. The Union 
has now need to fear. 

Rabbi Brickner pointed out that fundamentally there is a 
--Z difference in ideology between the two rabbinic groups. Wherein 

• do we differ; where do we agree? he asked. 

Rabbi Heller said that the purpose of this meeting is to 
allay the difficulties that have arisen. The members of the 
American Jewish Council can't say they are part of an organiza
tion with no religious approach. They regard Zionism as secular 
and not religious. When they set forth their reasons for exist
ence, they are setting up an organization for the interpretation 
of Reform Judaism. Finally, he said, he will be obliged to sub
mit the recommendations of the Commission to his own organization, 
the C.C.~.R. 

Judge Proskauer concluded the discussion with the statement 
that no one was a more devout Jew than Claude Montefiore, yet he 
was opposed to Zionism. If some people want to form a lay organ
ization, it would not put them 1n opposition to the Central Con
ference of American Rabbis. The Commission is to make its rec
ommendations to the two organizations -- the C.C.A.R. and the 
American Council of Judaism. There is wisdom in this group to 
make for peace. 

Mr. Rosenberg presented the recomm dations made Judge 
Proskauer as stated above and they were unanimously carrie. 

Rabbi Heller suggested that the President of the Union ap
point a committee to formulate the stand that its delegates 
should take at the American Jewish Conference. There is need 
to crystallize what the point of view of the Union should be. 

Mr. Rosenberg added that we need to develop our own point 
of view - a program which we may send to our own congregations. 

Rabbi Eisendrath read a statement of aims and purposes for 
the Union which he had prepared. He urged the formulation of a 
program because ma.ny of our laymen are asking where the Union 
stands. 

It was the consensus that Rabbi Eisendrath's paper be pre
sented to a committee that will be appointed to formulate the 
Union's program. 

Adjourned. 
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Dr. Abba H. Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th at ~nsel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

May 20, 194:3 

You undoubtedly remember my informal 
conversation with you during the sessions of the 
conv ntion of the Union conceming the po~s1b111ty 
of your undertaking to prepare a commentary on the 
Book of Jeremiah in our series of Bible commentaries. 

It now gives me great pleasure to extend 
to you, on behalf of the Committee on Pible Com
mentaries, a most cordial nvitation to undertake 
this work. I shall g reatly a preciate word from 
you acceptin this assignment. 

As you know, we are workin on a seri s 
of popular Bible commentaries fo r ou· lay people 
and for teachers in the Jewish reli ~ious schools. 
These com:nentaries are to be published to~ether 
with the text in English, following the version 
issued by the Jewish Publication Society. They 
are 1ntended•not so much as critical studies., but 
for edification and inspiration. hile based on 
the best results of modern research, the~ are to 
ut111ze our classical Jewish commentar es and some 
of our aggad1c M drashic material whenever 1 t is 
desirable to do so. 

~e like to think that our men 
time off to devote to Torah, and we a.re 
forward to having a complete series of 
mentaries written chiefly by members of 
Conference of American Rabbis. 

take some 
looking 
ible com
the Central 

I know full well how very busy you are, 
not o~l . with your congre ation, but with the 
splendid work whlch you are doing for the up
bu1ld1ng of ~alestine. Nevertheless, I feel that 
1 t is both ood and necessary for each one of us 
to be a ,) ..,;__. J ?/->. "6 -r 2 7 . Let this, then, 

I 
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be your Torah for two years. 

I am enclosing a copy of th statement 
which our Committee on ible CoI?l!!lent~ries prepared 
for the uidance of our commentators. 

e shall be pleased to hear from you as 
to whether you can undertake this work. 

Viith all ood wishes to Vir inia, to the 
children, and to you, in which amie joins me, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Educational Director 

EG:JM 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

May 25, 1943 

I want to thank you so very much for your 
many kindnesses to me during my recent visit to 
Cleveland: first of all, for your nost generous 
introduction to ttte congregation at the Sunday 
morning service, hich I did deeply appreciate; 
also for your own and your good ife's most graclous 
hospitality in your lovely home, and finally, for 
your making it possible for me to have what I thought 
was a most encouraging meeting with your Board of 
Trustees. I was especially grateful for the vigor
ous affirmation that you ma e regarding the needs 
of the Union, and the responsibility of your own 
congregation 1n meeting them. I shall certainly 
take full advantage of your most generous offer to 
be of assistance to the Union and to myself, as I 
know of no one who can render our cause greater ser
vice than yourself. 

I am taking the liberty of enclosing herewith 
a draft of a program which I am going to place be
fore a small committee, which I hope will formulate 
a satisfactory program for the Union. I would have 
liked to have you present at such a meeting, but 
knowing your disinclination to go into this sort of 
thing, I did not press you further. I would appre
ciate, however, your private and wholly confidential 
reaction to this tentative draft. There is no one 
whose judgment and whose statesmanship I value more 
than your own, and your recommendations will be 
carefully considered by myself. I know just how 
busy you are these days, but if you could just read 
through this memorandum and perhaps dictate your 
reaction to it, ~-kAo:w ti:w.t it will be of great 
profit to me. I shall be at the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
New York City, until I go to Philadelphia for this 
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meeting, and I would be most grateful if I could hear 
from you before next Sunday. 

Once more expressing to you and to your very 
charming wife my deepest appreciation of your many 
courtesies and kindnesses, I am, with warmest personal 
greetings, 

HE:SG 
Encl. 

Yours most cordially, 

~ 
,iauri c ~ ~ndr th - ~ Director 
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June 2, 194~ 

Dear Rebb! Silver: 

At our Council 1n New York on April 2nd, approval 
was given to my recommendation that a Commission of 
Rabbis and Laymen be appointed to consider the growing 
division in Reform Judaism and to find a modus vivendi, 

I appointed a Commission which met in New York on 
May 2nd. After much deliberation, certein objectives 
we~e outlined, and I was authorized to appoint a sub
Committee to prepare a set of principles. 

This sub-Committee met in Philadelphia on May 31st 
and unanimously agreed on the enclosed declaration re
garding post-war European ewry and Palestine. The 
Committee consisted of Rabbis Barnett R. Brickner, 
James o. Heller, Solomon B. Freehof, Julian Morgenstern, 
William H. Fineshriber, Louis Wol sey, Maurice N. 
Eisendrath, Louis I. Egelson, and Messrs. Horace Sten 
and Adolph Rosenberg. 

I am asking you to read the proposed Declaration of 
Principles very carefully and wire me your approval to 
the office of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
32 West 6th Street. Cincinnati, Ohio, as I wish to issue 
this without delay as a public statement expre sive of 
the pGint of view of the Union. 

Another sub-Committee is now prep~ring a statement 
with reference to the Union's position on the nature 
and character of Jewish life in America, which will be 
sent to you for your ap prova.l as soon as it is ready. 

Encl. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely you.rs, 

Adolph Rosenberg 
President, u.A.H.c . 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 7, 1943 

I should like you to serve on the 

Survey Committee of the Union which is cam-

prised of Rabbis and la~en. The Committee 

is to consider the future program of activities 

of our organization. It is a continuation 

of the Survey Committee which reported to the 

37th Council in Detroit in 1941. 

AR:RB 

May I have your early acceptance? 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~le?~ 
Adolph Rosenberg / 

President 
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Dr. Abba H. Silver 
'Ihe Temple 

July 1, 1943 

E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, 6, Ohio 

Dear i< ri nd: 

I take pleasure 1n sending you, under 
separate cover, the completed work on "Jewish Art" 
by Prof. Landsberger. You will recall, this is 
the book, sample material and the outline of which 
was approved two years ago. It ought to make good 
SUD1IlF r r ading. It ls, of course, a new subject 
that has hardly been treated in English. 

We are eager to get the book out, tf 
it is satisfactory. •111 you e good enough, 
therefore, to give it your kind attention as 
soon as you possibly can? I shall greatly ap
preciate your cooperation. 

With all 
greetings, I am 

EG:JM 

ood wishes and kind personal 

Faith.fully yours, 

Educational Director 
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