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AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
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Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

August 6 , 1943 

As Pr e s i dent of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations , I am making a request 
which I hope Will meet with your approval and 
receive your hearty cooperation. 

In pr epar at i on fo r the American J ewi s h 
Conf e renc e , the un ·on has issued a DecJara tion 
of Principl es formulated by the l eade rs of va 
r i ous d i vergen t p oints of view in J ewish life 
t oday. In dealing with t he practical problems 
t h a t may aris e qt the Confe r ence, i t will be 
h e lpful f or us t o know h ow many of he dele 
gates fav or our De cla rat ion. I am enclosing 
a set of the Pripciples and will appreciate 
deeply i f :YOU will te ll me whether you approve, 
or i f you disapprove. wherein your disagree -
ment lies. • 

We are most anxious that the Conference 
find a p:r>ogram that wi11 unify American Jevish 
opinion becaus we feel , as most Jews feel 
that in unity rests the strength which is need
ed to cope with the colossal problems which 
confront us. 

Hoping to hear from you by return mail , 
I am 

AR:rk 
Encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Adolph Rosenberg 
President 
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THE UN IO N OF 
AME RI CAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

THE ATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SI TERHOODS 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATIO OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET CI CIN ATI, OHIO PHO E PArkway 7345 

September 7, 1943 

Dr. Abba Hi llel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am calling a meeting of the Executive Board 
of the Union for Sunday, October 3, at 10: 00 A. M. at 
the Hebrew Union College, Clifton ftvenue, Cincin
nati. 

The main purpose of the meeting will be to 
consider our attitude toward the resolutions 
adopted by the American Jewish Conference at its 
sessions in Ne York last week. 

Wpe. t he Union decided to adhere to the Amer
ican J ewish Assembly (as it was thep called) it 
did so in accordance with the folloving resolution 
adopted by the Executive Board at its meeti~g in 
New York on April 1, 1943: 

~ "RESOLVED, That we adhere to the merican 
Jewish Assembly with the reservation that 
the Un~~OJl of ,American Hebrew Congregations 
shall not be bound by the conclusions of 
the Ame ican Jewish Assembly without rati
fication by the Executive Board of the 
Union. A special meeting of the Executive 
Board for such purpose shall be called as 
soon as possible after the adJournment of 
the American Jewish Assembly.' 

In accordance with this resolution of the Union, 
I called a meeting of the Executive Board for Fri
da.y, September 3, right after the close of the Con
ference . However, I was obliged to call off this 
meeting because I received messages from several mem
bers of the Executive Board indicating that they 
could not come on such short notice. 



2. 

I have asked you to convene at the later date - Octo
ber 3. This will give us an opportunity to be more delib
erate in our judgment. Furthermore i will enable us to 
provide you ~1th copies of the important resolutions 
adopted by the American Jewish Conference, so that you 
may study the material in advance of the meeting. 

We are faced with one of the gravest issues that has 
confronted the Union in its long history. We need cool 
heads and all the wisdom and understanding that we can 
bring to bear on the issue before us. 

I urge you to make every effort to attend. Please 
let me have your reply on the enclosed postal card. 

AR:GS 
Encl. 

With kind greetings, I am 

Si nc e rely yours, 

~ 7 
Adolph Rosenberg 

Pres ident 



RABBI SAMUEL WOHL 

CINCINNATI, □ HIO 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
E. 105th & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. SilTer: 

Septe~her 10,1943 

The letter which I enclose, was written to Mr. Adolph Rosenberg 
in appreciation of the excellent contribution made by the Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations at the American Jewish Conference. 

I need not tell you that this was a great achievement for Reform 
Judaism. It will win for us many friends in places where there has 

been a great deal of criticism. It required courage on the part of 

Mr. Rosenberg and the members of the delegation to rall.y to the 
cause of Palestine in the manner in which it was done. 

There will be many so called influential people who will criticise 

the Union, who will threaten to withdraw their support. The "Bour
bons" have not learned anything. There will he those of the Council 

for Judaism who will attack the Union. 

It is my hope that we shall all support the Union now more strongly 
than ever. Let us give encouragement to Mr. Rosenberg and his asso
ciates. Let us tell them that we stand by them. That assurance is 

important to keep the Union on its course of effective service and 

to establish for it the rocogni tion to which it is entitled. 

I would appreciate it very much if you will do these two things imme

diately: 1. Write a personal letter to Mr. Adolph Rosenberg, Presi
dent of the Union of 4rlerican Hebrew Congregations, telling him that 

you approve and endorse the action of the Union delegation to the 

American Jewish Conference, 2. Ask a few of the outstanding lay
leaders in your Congregation to do likewise. I am sure that this will 

be of tremendous help and will also aid Refonn Judaism to win many new 

friends throughout the country. 

May I add my warmest greetings and all good wishes to you for a Happy 

New Year. 

You faithfully, 

C 

P.S: Please send me a copy of your letter. I 
l 



RABBI SAMUEL WOHL 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

September 10, 1945 

C 0 p y 

Mr.Adolph Rosenberg, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
Merchants Bldg., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Dear Mr. Rosenberg: 

I am writing this word to you and to the members of 
the Union Delegation to the American Jmrl.sh Confer
ence, in appreciation of your splendid contribution 
made at a very critical hour in the life of our peo
ple. 

It was my privilege, as a delegate to the Conference, 
to hear words of praise from many outstanding communal 
leaders for the fine statesmanship and excellent record 
of the Union delegation. It is my conviction that the 
Union has won for itself, understanding and friend~hip 
which will mean much to the cause of Reform Judaism. 

I pledge you to keep the Union in the forefront of my 
activities and win for it new friends and support. 

Yours faithfully, 

I, ·,.?) A,, · 
I •/ I " • / 

&:.-.,,,--------- ,.! , 

....J I 

Sar:1uel W~hl,Rabbi 
'-



OFFICERS 

ADOLPH ROSENBERG 
President 

HARRY . GOTTLIEB 
FREDERICK F. GREENMA 
JACOB W. MACK 
EUGE E B. STRASSBURGER 

Vice-Presidents 

HERBERT C. OETIINGER 
Treasurer 

RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATll 
Director 

{r 

EXECUTI E BOARD 
llonorary Members 

Marcus Aaron, Pittsburgh 
Isaac W. Bernheim, Denver 
Simeon M. Johnson, Cincinnati 
Henry Morgenthau, New l'ork 
Henry Oppenheimer, Baltimore 
Maurice D. Rosenberg, Washinglon 
A. L. Salt:atein, Milwaukee 
Isidore Wise, Hartford 

- Lester D. Alexander, Toledo 
Jacob Aronson, New 2'ork 
Jesse Cohen, Brooklyn 
Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel, San Francisco 
Gustave A. Efroymson, Indianapolis 
S. Mason Ehrman, Portland 
Mark Eisner, New 2'ork 
Solomon Elsner, Hartford 
Irvin Fane, KansaJ Cit:, 
Fred F. Florence, DallaJ 
Irving S. Flonheim, Chica10 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Pi1tsbur1h 
Julius W. Freiberg, Cincinnati 
Harry Freund, St. Louis 
Lee M. Friedman, Doslo11 
Rabbi Samuel II. Goldenson, New 1"ork 
Robert P. Goldman, Cincinnati 
Harry N. Gottlieb, Chicago 
Joseph J. Greenberg, Philadelphia 
Edgar . Gre nebaum, Chica10 
Frederi k F. Greenman, ltew l'ork 
Harry C. Grossman, Detroit 
Rabbi Samuel M. Gup, Columbus 
Mn. Hugo Hartmann, Winntll.a 
Rabbi James G. Heller, Cinci11nati 
Dr. •. S. Hollender, Chicago 
Lester A. Jaffe, Cincinnati 
David F. Kahn, Cincinnati 
Louis L. Kaufman, Cincinnati 
Eldon S. Lazarus, 'ew Orleans 
Irving Lebm n, cw Tork 
Jacob W. fack, Cincinnati 
Irving S. Metzler, Los Ang les 
Melvin S. {eyers, Louiwille 
PhiHp Meyers, Cincinnati 
James H. Jiller, Cleveland 
Rabbi Julian .Morgenstern, Cinci>1nati 
Herbert C. Oettinger, Cincinnati 
Theodore D. Peyser, Wa1hington, D. C. 
Adolph Ro enberg, Cincinnati 
Gilbert Sanders, Trinidad, Colo. 
Bernard G. Sang, Chicago 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil,·er, Cleveland 
Archibald Silverman, Providence 
Horace Stl'rn, Philadelphia 
Eugene B. Stra burger, Piusbur1h 
Aaron Straus, Baltimore 
Roger W. Straus, New York 
Lew· L. Strau , ., tw Tork 
1\rthur Hays Sulzberger, cw 1'ork 
H. Hiram Wei berg, S,-racuse 
Sidney N. Wl'itz, Cleveland 
Melville S. \ cit, Detroit 
Herman Will', Duff alo 
Rabbi Jonah 8. Wise, ew Yori. 
Abe Wurzburg, Memphis 

RABBI LO I I. EGEL 0 
Administrative Secretary 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPI 
Honorar1 Seer tar1 

THE UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

THE ATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

THE NATIO AL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO PHONE PArkway 7345 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

September 13, 1943 

I can well imagine how exhausted you must be 
after the strenuous session of the American Jewish 
Conference and the additional meet ngs of the Zion
ist Congress. I know, however, that you must be 
profoundly pleased 1th the results obtained, which 
were so largely due to our own incomparable leader
ship. You surely must ha e sensed the feeling of 

' the great gather ng in e ·York in response to your 
magnificent message, both in the earlier part of the 
Conference, as well as int inspiring concluding 
moments. It was a rare joy to me to have served on 
the important Pal stine Committee, \bich you so ably 
chart ed through exceedingly rough waters. I trust 
that you may get some opportunity to rest b~tween now 
and the strain of the Holy Days. 

I had a number of matters to take care of in 
Toronto immedlately follo ing the Conference, and havA 
just now returned to Cincinnati. You can well imagine 
how tense the situation is here following the many con
flicting reports growin out of the Conference. It 
will surely require the utmost statesmanship to guide 
the Union in these very diff~cult circumstances. I 
feel that nothing is so important to me at the present 
moment than to sit down wit you for an lour or so to 
discuss the situ tion as it now presents itself to me, 
as one who is charged with the responsibilityJat least 
at the present crucial hour. 

I have to be in Fort •ayne Thursday evening, 
September 16, and could ~q~e back via Cleveland. 
Could I see you as early~AFriday morning as possible, 
as I believe I shall arrive by eight o'clock, and would 
like to leave by plane around noon? 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 2. September 13, 1943 

I would appreciate an Airmail reply or telegram 
from you at your very earliest convenience so that I may 
plan my trip accordingly. 

I do hope that you can arrange to see me Friday 
morning, as it really ls most imperative that above all 
else I talk the matter over with you. 

I am, 
With warmest personal greetings to you and yours, 

Yours faith.fully, 

MNE:SG 
Maurice N. Eisendrath 
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Sidney S. Tedesch,e 

COMMISSION ON 

INFORMATION ABOUT JUDAISM 

Unthr the Joint Auspius of 

THE U ION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

and the CENTRAL co FERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

* 
ftferchants Building, CINCI ATI 2, OHIO 

Dr. Abba tlillel Silver 
-'-he Tern le 

. 105th t . at n s el oad 
01eveland , Ohio 

lJear Dr. Silver : 

September 23 , 19-3 

our lette r of ' e p tember 22 reached me 

today . 

I have a once r. tte to r . Zober , 

accor ar "' '-1 . th o y of letter enclosed . 

n 

Cord ally rec·procating your ood wishes 

fo r the 8' ear and looking forward to seeing 

you on October 3 , I am 

yours , 

, 9:.< 
.:>ecret r y . / 



Pfc. obert A. Zober 
78th B.T.G. Hdq. 
AAPBS 
Big Spring, Texas 

Der Kr. Zober: 

• 0 
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mon. 

the re 

September 23. 1943 

Abba Hil Silv r, 
ing holid s ervldea, 

___ ,,_let or holiday ser-
ul to yo . 

q~ 

ou lao plan to c nduot 
h retore, i am sending you 
eral ermona which may 

an7 time dealre ddl tlonal a er
e ai tate to rite to me. 

1th theprayer that the w Y ar ma7 bring ua 
the vie r7 which we ao ardently desire, and 1th beat wlahea ~pr a happy ew Year to you and to all t e oya t th tdvanoed Plying School, I am 

:RJI 

Sincerely your1, 

Rabbi Loul1 I. Bgelaon 
S oretar7 

P.S. I am lao aending you under separate cov r 11x 
pamphlet■ th t we h Ye thus tar publl he4. p rticularl7 tor the men in the arm d torcea. I should like to 
h ve your reaction to them. 

L. • 
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Septemoer 24, 1943 

Dr. Abba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 
East 105th at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

I am returning to yo today your topco t 
which I assure you I need very badly during my 
recent trip ast. I am most grateful to you for 
your thoughtfulness nd generosity in suggesting 
that I take it . 

I want to hank yo li{e~ise for the time 
and careful thought hie y devoted to the rob-
lem that 1s b fore u, a.n rn hopeful that without 
jeo ardiz the gains made at the American Jewish 
Conferen e , pri rily for Palestine, and likewis 
for the l ion itself, we may be able to arr ve at a 
resolution which 111 be satisfactory both to the 
Confer nee and to our Union constituency. 

Ever since talk ng t o you, I have been grap. ling 
with this problem, and I am h opef 1 that on Octob r 3 
we will be able to sta e our position in a manner 
that will safe uard the Union and at the same tlm 
advance the cause that we re seeKing to carry out . 

I would lik very much to know just wh n you 
re to arrive in Cincinnati, as I b lieve that it 

wo 1 be most im ortant for me to talk 1th you gain 
before the meet ng . If you a e arriv ing early in the 
morning , I will arrange to have breakfast ith you 

nd possibly wi h Sol Freehof . I am to be in Toronto 
all next week , nd would a preciate having jus t a 
word f r om you as to ihen you expect to arr i v e i n 
Cincinn ti . You may writ~ to me in care of Holy 
Blossom Temple, Bat h urst stree t at Ava Road . 

1th warm st New Year's r eetin s to your good 
if, and yours lf, and 1th my mos t fe rven t praye rs 

that the many g r eat cau es to which you are giving 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver September 24, 1943 

such inspir ng leadership will find blessing and fulfillment 
during the forthcoming yearJ I am, 

E:SG 
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I 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend: 

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

I am most reluctant to intrude upon you on the eve of 
the Holy Season when I know just how preoccupied you are with 
the tasks of the Holy Days, as well as the many other respon
sibilities which are yours. However, as you can well imag•int, 
I have thought of very little else than the action which the 
Executive Board of the Union might take this coming Sunday, 
and I feel that I should like to bring you up to date on the 
various things that have been taking place since I saw you last. 

There is a strong movement in the East led, I believe, 
by Judge Stern, to have the Union vigorously and categorically 
dissent from the Palestine resolution ot the American Jewish 
Conference, and there are forces likewise that are desirous 
of having us dissociate ourselves completely from the Conference 
itself. As the Executive Board is now constituted (and I as
sure you that one of rp.y first tasks would be to change the com
plexion of this Board) such a resolution as Judge Stern suggests 
might have a fair chance or passing, if a very definite com
promise resolution is not presented. 

On the other hand, as a result of personal contacts 
with a nwnber ot the individuals comprising our Board, both in 
New York and in Cincinnati, I do not believe that there would 
be more than ten persons out of some thirty who will be present 
on October 3rd, ~ho would be in favour of an unqualified rati
fication ot the Conterence resolution. A number of those whom 
you and I had placed in the column of "neutrals'' would be opposed 
to such ratification. For example. Bob Goldman, Lester Jaffe, 
Mr. Rosenberg himself, Jesse Cohen as President of the BrotLer
hood, while by no manner of means unsympathetic to Zionism, are 
of the opinion that such ratification would be fatal for the 
Union. A couple of others, such as Ephroymson Sr. of Indiana
polis and ~urzburg of Memphis, whom we had likewise placed in 
the "neutral" column, I have since discovered are definitely 
anti-Zionist. I have also learned that Frederick Greenman, to 
whom iae dictated a very strong letter in my presence, is one 
of those who believes that the Union as a religious organization 
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should not join such a political institution as the American 
Jewish Conference. 

All this, in my judgment, means that any attempt to 
pass a resolution ratifying the position that the con:rerence 
took on Palestine would bring outright repudiation. This, of 
course, is the very thing which we want least because it would 
bring drama.tic attention to the divergence of opinion in 
American Jewry on the Palestine question. It was to avoid 
thus hurting or opposing the cause of Palestine that prompted 
us in New York to refrain from open opposition, because I do 
believe that the Union, even if it is not ready to accept the 
whole of the Palestine resolution, will want to do nothing to 
injure the cause of Palestine am of the Jewish people today. 
Even if it were possible to ratify the Palestine resolution 
with a slight majority -- and this I believe to be absolutely 
impossible -- it would lead to such a split in the Union as 
once again to draw dramatic attention to such disagreement. 

Hor is the policy of silence or of deferring any ac
tion until the Biennial Council meets feasible now. Had an 
announcement been made at the Conference specifically men
tioning the fact that the Union had deferred action on the 
resolution, we could well afford to wait for a considerable 
period of time before reviewing the findings of the Conference. 
However, due to the faot that the Union was not mentioned 
specifically, and due likewise to the fact that so much pub
licity was given to the mere four negative votes against the 
resolution, the impression has gone out that the Union, by its 
silence, did consent. Therefore, the Union must give voice 
to its Judgment now. 

After the most careful deliberation and following 
lengthy conversations with i.ndividua1s on both sides, Freehof 
and I drew up a resolution in Pittsburgh which I feel should 
be the policy of the Union at the present moment. I have 
phrased and re-phrased this resolution and I expect that many 
more amendations will be made before it is wholly satisfactory. 
However, I think that in spirit it expresses the only possible 
way that the Union can go at this present juncture. I do not 
feel that the Zionist cause will in any wise be hurt by this 
resolution, and as a matter of fact, it is expressive of such 
marked progress on the part of the Union and bespeaks so eager 
a desire to co-operate with K'lal Yisroel in the attainment of 
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its immediate objectives that it should be helpful. On the 
other hand, a number of Zionists with whom I have spoken 
ooncur that any attempt to oarry the full resolution would 
so weaken the Union and strengthen the American Council for 
Judaism that the Zionist cause itself might be harmed. 

I,; 'WI 1, re.. S" I ,rt/oh 
You will note that I have based the Union's inability 

to concur in the Pc:1lestine~ resolution upon the fact that "the 
only official action thus far taken by the Union" was its 
resolution at the New Orleans Convention in 1937. By indica
ting that our Philadelphia Declaration and our present position 
are baaed "on the only official action thus 1:ar taken," I be
lieve any misinterpretation of the Union as being at the pre
sent time anti-Zionistic or in open opposition to Zionist as
pirations can be avoided, as this formulation of the Union 
resolution indicates that the Union has gone as far as it 
constitutionally can go at the present time, in view of the 
:fact that our Biennial Council is supreme insofar as the 
matter of policy and program are cono0rned. 

I should like you also to take note of the fact that 
the resolution which I presented to the New York Conference 
stated our position much leas ambiguously than did the Phila
delphia Declaration and indicates clearly our affirmation 
for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration, not as pre
sently defined by Great Britain, but as in consonance with 
our own Jewish aspirations. 

I would like very much to have your frank reaction 
to this resolution, knowing, of course, that you cannot per
sonally agree with it. but hoping that you might convur in my 
conviction that considering all the circumstances involved 
and the present status of the Union, you will be prepared to 
accept something along this line as a final oompromise, not 
for the American Jewish Conterenoe or the Zionist cause, but 
for the Union which, if I am to assume its leadership, I shall 
pledge myself to bring ever closer to the heart and hopes ot 
the Jewish people. as wel1 as of the Jewish faith. 

To achieve this latter end, I will,... o~our~ have to 
have a tree hand in the refashioning of the Union. Thia has, 
of course, been offered me but I think that because of your 
intense interest in reaching the same objective, it might be 
just as well, when the question of m,y election comes up for 
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consideration on Sunday, that someone such as yourself 
should raise this question, so that the answer be written 
into the records. 

Hoping that despite the overwhelming duties that 
must at the moment confront you, I may hear from you at 

~ the above address at your very earliest convenience, and 
again with warmest New Year greetings to you and yours, 
I am 

MNE:TG 
Enclosure. 

As .i!,Ver, 

Yours most faithfully, 

11/~ 
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THE RABBI'S STUDY 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th and Anse1 Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

TORONTO 

October 1, 1943. 

I was not altogether surprised at the contents of your 
letter just received. I cannot tell you how much I disliked 
sending it to you, because I appreciate profoundly your own 
deep-rooted vonvictiona on the subject at issue. I likewise 
admire you for your uncomproai.si.ng attitude with regard to 
the principles that you believe to be involved and I would 
much prefer to be in your own position on this subject than 
in mine. 

However, I do feel that you do not completely grasp the 
position that the Union inds itself in today. I have a 
strong conviction that it will not find itself in a similar 
position a year or so hence, after I am given the opportunity 
of cha ing some of the unhappy features of our organization 
which, as I pointed out to you when I saw you last, no one 
has really been interested in doing heretofore. 

I thoroughly agree with you that the happiest solution 
to the problem would have been to "insist that no action 
be taken at present by the ➔ xecutive Hoard on this sharply 
controversial subject." You will recall that this was my 
on idea of the best solution. However, the thing that 
makes this so impossible at the present is the fact that it 
has been almost universally accepted th.at the Union co~le~ely 
concurred in the Conference resolution. ow, there are In
divi uals and congregations within the Union that cannot 
conscientiously concur in this resolution, even though I 
believe that -- had this not been the general impression --
we could have avoided any declaration of dissent. Such 
deferment of any action would have been easily possible if 
only 1r. Rosenberg's desire to have the announcement re
garding the fact that the Union had refrained from voting 
had been carried out. It ls the present situation which 
has led so many to believe that we are in thorough agree-
ment with the Con:terenoe resolution that gives so muoh 
aogenoy to the demand on the part of so many of our Executive 

\ l 
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Board that we make our position unequivocally clear. I 
cannot tell you how much I wish that this announcement had 
been made at the Conference, so that we could defer action 
indefinitely. 

I am wondering whether there may not be some phrase 
which will soften the "cannot concur" as found in my resolu-
tion and which will indicate that our resolution is not the 
"bald repudiation" as you interpret it. What I really want 
to state is that in view of the declaration of the Biennial 
Council in 1937, we cannot go farther now, or until such time 
as the Biennial Council meets. Perhapswe can put this in 
plainer language so that our position will not be interpreted 
in the light of your letter. 

/ 

I assure you that as lo as I have anything to do with 
the Union, it shall be the farthest thing that I desire "to 
put the Union squarely in the Proskauer camp and against the 
overwhelming majority of American Jewry." The fact that be
cause of our Union constituency we oannot go as far as the 
Palestine resolution,does not mean that we will be in oppo
sition to it. I assure you that I wi11 do everything in my 
power to prevent any such misinterpretation. 

I likewise am inclined to agree with you that "the _J~ 
Executive Board does not now represent the sentiments and 
convictions of the rank and file of Reform Jewry on the 
subject of Palestine." Unf'o rtunately, however, this happens 
to be at the present time our Executive Board, and I do no 
believe that it would be possible to have them, at this 

juncture, defer action in view of the general belief that we 
have assented to the Palestine resolution. 

As far as some such compromise resolution as I suggest 
being a repudiation of the action taken by the Union spokes
men at the Conference, I really do not think that this is 
the case, as you will recall that I sought to indicate to 
you the impossibility of having that resolution pass our 
Executive Board. That is precisely why I wanted it amended 
still further. I understood, of course, how impossible it 
was for a minority such as OlWSelves to insist upon these 
further amendments, and in the interests of unity I did not 
want the Union to be placed in a position of openly opposing 
the majority resolution. Had our position been made explicitly 

f 



TORONTO 

THE RABBI'S STUDY 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER - 3 

olear, the present dilemma could have been avoided. 

I am convinced that given a reasonable period or time, the Union will come around to a point where it is no longer frightened by certain words and phrases, but I do not think that such a re,volution can be accomplished in a day and the only result, I repeat, of failing to make clear now that the entire Union constituency is not committed,without any qualification,to the Palestine resolution would be to split the Union, to strengthen the American Council for Judaism, and even more dramatically to call attention to the "clear repudiation or the idea of the Jewish commonwealth" by a large portion of the Union constituency. 

I am stil1 hopeful that we will find a formula which will save the Union, retain the ground that we have gained, so that there wil1 be no danger whatsoever of our becoming "an isolated sect within the stream of American Jewish life" and at the same time dissipate your fears that we will do "irreparable injury to the cause of the Jewish commonwealth" which, I assure you, is farthest from my heart and 
mind. 

I hope that we may still meet at breakfast Sunday morning togeth'er with Freehof and try to work out some more satisfactory position. 

Once more with warmest greetings for the New Year to you and yours, I am 

As ..tWer, 

Yours most faithfully. 

MNE:TG 
1r;~ 
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October 6, 1943 

I want to share with you the res 
important meeting of the Executive Bo 

1 s of our most 
cl of the Union 

the historic 
Cincinnati . 
fie nt meet

which wes held last Sund .y , 
halls of the Hebrew Union__.-.. 
This was undoubtedly 
ings of our Board in--~--., Thirty o t of fifty

onrd were n attend
asons fr their ina-

seven members of o 
ance. All others g 
bility to be pr sent. 
of the seriousness of 
certain th -~~~- 1 
taken. 

11 deeply conscious 
e obl m b~~ re us, d I am 

·nterested in the action 

nion ntered the American Jew
il because we felt a strong 

As 
ish Conf 
moral im 

kno, t 
ce last 

ive t on with our fellow-Jews in seek
m of rescue and rehabilitation 

hren in this most tragic hour for 
ognizing, however, that we would 

represe t but a small minority in this conference f 
all Am an Jewry , the Executive Board reserved the 
right eview all resolutions of the Conference be-

itting the Union to any decisions at which 
...,,.,_,_erence mi ht arrive . 

The meeting held last Sunday was for the purpose 
of reviewing the f ndings of the American Jewish Con
ference . With mot of the resolutions, we found our
selves in heartiest a reement . With re ard to the 
resolution on Organization, our Board resolved to ap
point a special committee to study this matter further 
and report back its findings to the Board . 

The resolution on Palestine, as wast have been 
xpectcd, evoktd a log and vigorous debate . Strong 

arguments were advanced on both sides . On the one 
hand, thero were those who wished to have us ratify 
the Palestine re elution of the Conference; on the 
other side, were those who desired to have our Board 
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dissent from this resolution and to reaffirm instead our Union 
position as stA.ted in the Declaration of Princj_ples drawn up 
in Philad0J.phia by representatives of the various opposing view
points. This Declaration of Principles expressed in essence the 
spirit of the resolution passed by our Biennial Council in iJew
Orlcans in 1937, and in brief declared : "The time has now come 
for Jews, irrespective of ideological differences, to unite in 
the activities leading to the cstablj_shment of a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine, and we urge our constituency to give their finan
cial and moral support to the work of rebuilding Palestine 11 

As the debate proceeded, it became clear that our Executive 
1 Board was ~-J.most evenly divided on this contentious question. 

One or two votes either way would have carried a motion either 
to ratify the Palestine resolution of the American Jewish Con
ference or to express the Union ' s dissent therefrom . Not more 
than a majority of one or two could have been procured for 
either side . In such an impasse , and with so grave matter be
fore it , the Executive Board conscious of its greet responsib 1-
ity and of the far-reaching signific~nco of this issue, decided 
that it could not take definitive action and that there wGs but 
one body that could determ e wha.t the Union's policy should be 
on such an issue that might involve the fu ure of our Union and 
th~t might well aff ct one w y or another he welfcre of Ameri
can Jewry as well. That one body is, of course , the supreme 
governin:, ·body of our Union, tho Council itself . It was decided 
therefore, bra vote in rat_o oft ree to one, to refer this 
question on the Pal stine resolution of the American Jewish Con-
~erence to the next Council meeting of the Union. 

This will give each congresat~on the opportunity of dis
cussing this vital issue on what we hope will be the Q me hi h 
plane of appreciation for opposing viewpoints as was evident in 
our Executiv Board meeting . To this end , the Executive Board 
resolved tat a special committee be appointed to plan edu
cational progrRm on this subject, wh:lch should pro ·e 11:':'st help
ful to our indivldual congrcgati_ons ana their• momberL, so that 
as a ~onsequenc0, this effort would acquaint our people with all 
issues involved, so that by the time we convene at our nex 
Council meetin we will be able to dcterminn - as our Bo rd was 

n no pos tion at this time to determ_ne - just ;bat E1.r the 
thought and feeling of our constituency on this controversi .1 
subject . 

I hope t~a you concur in the judgment of your Executive 
Board, which ·_n due appr ci tion of the auto .omy of c1 h of the 
congregations rhich comprise our Union, felt impelled tor fer 
this questlon to you nd your congret:;ation . 

I should like .. o re ei ve from "{·ou t your earliest con
ven ence your personal re3.ction to the above. 



Another important matter whj_ch our Exe cu ti Ve Board acted 
upon on unday was the resi -nation of Dr . elson Glueck, the 
Director of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations Dr. 
Glueck found it necessary to resign his position due to his 

·inability to assume the duties of his office at this time. 
The Board was compelled to accept his resignation with deep
est regrc+ . I am sure that you will be interested to learn 
that Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, who has been serving as 
Interim Director, was unanimously elected to succeed Dr . 
Glueck as Director of the Union. I know that Rabbi Eisen
drath is eage1" to serve you and that he would l\pfreciate 
bearing from you whenever you feel that there is c-ome service 
that my be rendered to your congregation. 

W th warmest season's greetings, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

AR: GS 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 
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Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear bba: 

PHI EAS SMOLLER, Joplin, :lfo, 
HARR Y J . STER • 'lt nh,.il. Cnnn•la 
SIDNEY S . T EOESCHE. .,, klyn, . ', Y. 

Octob r 11, 19h3 

Th Food For Fr e o ro is 
apparently a 1 organizatio of sem'-official 
status. I may ha rea infl n 'th r ard 
to feeding urope and, therefore, ·s of interest 
to us. ·oul you ind eno ~h to a tend its 
conv ntion in Clevel nd for a short time on 
October 27th 8nd 28th representing the Centra 
Conferenc of Amer'can Rabbis? 

'Ii th best wishes , 

As ever, 

s~ 
SBF: 

Enclosure 

P. S . If you can at nd, pl ase wr·te to them 
nd tell them that you are our r presenta ive. 
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October 20 , 1943 

Dr. Abba _ illel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th 
Cl e veland , 

St . at 
Ohio 

nsel Road 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

I presume that you will be ttending 
the Executive Board of the CCAR next Tuesday . I 
belleve that there is a late sleeper out of Cin
c innati w} ich would get y u into Cleveland ear ly 
the followi g morning . It us t that you wil l be 
able to stay o e unt i l t h t t ime , as ~r. Rosenberg 
and I w uld very much like to ave you take dinner 
1Vith us and d scuss some of our pressing mutua l 
pr oblems . 

Please let 
us at that time . 

e know if vou can be wi t h ., 

~ith k indes t personal regards , I am 

Yours os t f a thfully , 

Iv 1~E : SG 
1;;~ 

aur i ce • isendra t h 
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Dr. Abba H. Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

November 5, 1943 

I shall write toda to Marcus on to send you a 
com lete copy of the progr mas it was passed and then you will 
be Bble to invite the various partici an . 

I a coming to Cleveland fro Chic go wher I am 
going to address the Triennial of the Go ncil of Jewish lomen in 
an effort to keep them from following he 1 ad of the American 
Jewish Committee nd leaving the Confer nee. I do not think that 
I shall be able to stand o e or night on the sle pr and so I 
shall leave soon after my afternoon address. Can't we lunch 
together? e have a great deal to talk over. 

i th best wishes, 

As ev r, 

SBF:GK 

P. S. ith r gard to your resolution on Morgenstern's statement, 
the committee adopted another resolution of the same purport but 
less denunciatory. You ·11 find its skeleton in the r port of 
the Execu iv Board which you very 1 kel h ve receiv d by now. 

annr1n 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The TeEple 
E. 105th st. at Ansel rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Lear Dr. Silver: 

November 6, 1943 

Unfortunately, we were unable to be present at the Executive Board 
meeting of the Union held on Sunday, October 3rd. We are, how
ever, deeply concerned at the action taken because of our many 
years of interest in the Union. We very much doubt that the 
action taken at the Board meeting represents the opinion of the 
majority of the Board members. For that reason e re writing 
everyone of our colleagues on the Board of the Union, to ask the 
following questions: 

1. Do you approve the Palestine resolution passed by the 
American Jewish Conference? 

2. Do you ap rove the delay until the next Biennial? 

3. Do you approve the suggestion to make this subject a 
matter of congregational debate, rith the possible 
danger of dissension within the congregation? 

4. What do you think should be the stand of the Union 
in the matter of continued association with the 
American Jewish Conference? 

5. What steps do you think the Executive Board should 
take at the present time? 

We neod hardly assure you of our profound interest in the welfare 
of this organization reprosento.tive of liberal Judaism in the 
United States. We are prompted to write this letter because of 
our deep concern at the direction which affairs in American Jewish 
life are taking. 

Cordially yours, 

,, 
I /_, 

7 /! ~~ 
••••••••••••••• .. -·-······· 

Members of the Executive Board 

Pleaso address reply to #1 S. Howard Street, Baltimore, Md. 



RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN 
WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE 

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD AT HOBART 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

C O P Y 

November 8, 1943 

Mr. Adolph Rosenberg 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Merchants Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Rosenbe~g: 

I am home again after my trip to Cincinnati, and have given 
much thought to our conversation. I am terribly worried about 
the status of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and the 
Hebrew Union College, and my loyalty to and iI'lterest in both of 
these great religious institutions prompts my sending you this 
letter. 

The College and the Union were founded to propagate and 
perpetuate Liberal Judaism. As such, they are religious insti
tutions solely, and have rendered a great service to American 
Jewry. They should under no circumstances be drawn into an un
fortunate battle on the subject of Zionism. This is especially 
so since the rabbis of the congregations, as well as the member
ships of those congregations who comprise the Union, are of all 
shades of opinion on the subject. Some are ardent Zionists; 
some are lukewarm Zionists; others are non-Zionists and still 
others are anti-Zionists. 

~ In such a situation, the Union is in no position to take 
' an affirmative stand on the subject of Zionism or anti-Zionism. 

' To do so would be to split the organization into two, and prob
ably to destroy both the Union and the College. No true and 
sincere lover of either one of these great institutions or of 
Liberal Judaism itself would want to see such a situation exist, 
much less help to create it. 

I do hope and pray that in these tense and strenuous days, 
when people's nerves are keyed up to the pitch of hysteria, 
that our religious and lay leaders may have the good judgment 
to preserve our religious institutions, however strong their 
convictions may be, either for or against Zionism. 

With best wishes, believe me, I am 

Sincerely and cordially, 

(Signed) EDGAR F. MAGNIN 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 2. November 12, 1943 

P. S. Since dictating the above,your letter has just been received. I have no explanation to offer as to wh Sulz
berger was invited to address the accabean Rally. All I 
can tell you is this: that in subsequent conversation 1th Jonah Vise he drnitted that in view of the reaction th t 
had been evoked, it was undoubtedl a mistake, and that he 
would seek some means of rectifying it. A meeting of the 
Program Committee was called for th s week, but I have not 
as yet heard just what happened. I trust th t they my 
have been able to undo whatever harm m ght hav been done. 

I have ritten to Houston sking to ome don there, but as yet have had ro reply. I am hoping ta I ma: hav 
a aver ble re~ onse soon, as I m most er to go to bat 
ith them on this deplorable situation. I too have beon 

tryin to urg Freehof to accomp ny me to Houston, but as 
yet I har no beens cc ssful. Perhaps you can add the 
necessary push. I will keep you constantly nformed. 

1'J • • • 
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\ ' 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, D.D. 
The Ruskin Apartments 
120 Ruskin Avenue 
Pittsburgh , Pa. 

Mr. Adolph Rosenberg 
Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
Merchants Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Dear Adolph: 

November 13, 1943 

The dispute between our anti-Zionists and our Zionists 
has seriously disturbed the peace of the U.A.H.C. and is now 
beginning to endanger its existence . It seems difficult to 
understand why this should be. The same dispute is raging in 
the ranks of American Orthodoxy. The Orthodox dispute on 
Zionism does not seem to be doing any harm to anybody nd cer
tainly it is not creating any stir. Yet the Orthodox are sup
posed to be absolutists and intolerant! But we, the liberals, 
who are presumed to be tolerant, do not seem to know how to get 
along with each other when we differ on this question . 

Of course, the Orthodox Jews of America do not possess 
one all-inclusive Orthodox ion of congregations. Therefore 
the dispute is fragmentized into small neighborhood arguments . 
But with us, precisely bee u e we have an all-inclusive nation
al organization of congregations, our dispute on this question 
assumes national dimensions. Each of the two parties wishes to 
conquer the entire Union. Each threatens either to secede or 
to neglect the Union if the other side wins. 

In this dangerous situation, we will need to call upon our 
whole reserves of patience and mutual tolerance. Why must the 
Union come to a choice between the two philosophies? Is such a 
choice essential to the performance of its specific tasks? Sure
ly not. There are, of course, extremists among Zionists who will 
say that unless Judaism is nationalistic, it is not true Judaism. 
And there are extremists among the anti-Zionists who say that 
unless Reform is anti-Zionistic, it is not Reform. I am strongly 
of the opinion that the overwhelming majority of the rabbis will 
not hold with either extreme. The majority of our Zionists will 
agree that an anti-Zionist can be a good religious Jew and the 
majority of our anti-Zionists will agree that a Zionist can be a 
loyal adherent of Reform Judaism. 

Then why must we permit these extremists to wreck the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations? There are really only a few 
of them on either side. Let us find some way of eliciting the 
opinion of the majority of the rabbis and of the congre ations 
and I am sure we will find that the overwhelmin majority will 
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agree that we can continue our r e ligious work, successfully 
and progressively, without being driven to take one extreme 
view or the other. Let us once and for all ge t a strong 
majority statement expressing the disgust of the American Re
form Jew with those who would capture the Union for a specific 
party view . 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 



CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 
55th Street and Lexington Avenue 

RABBI JONAH B. WISE 
35 East 62nd Street 

New York 21, N. Y. 

C O P Y 

November 17, 1943 

Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
34 west Sixth Street 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

Dear Colleague: 

I consider it of great importance that the Union of Amer
ican Hebrew Congregations should not allow its program to be 
impaired because of the clashes in our American Jewish scene. 
I don't think any of them are really inside the Synagogue. If 
they do get in, it will be because they are tracked in by zeal
ots on one side or the other. 

I have plenty of zeal myself in this matter, I feel as 
deeply about the Zionist program and propaganda as any man in 
our ministry. However, I do not preach on this subject in my 
own Synagogue, although I do not know that there is a single 
Zionist in my congregation, and I do not wish it to become a 
part of the agenda of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions~ 

It is the business of the Union to build up Reform Juda
ism. With the obvious decay of all other forms of Judaism in 
the United States and the hundred year development of the Re
form Movement, it seems that its responsibility is pretty well 
established. If there is anything which a liberal religious 
program involves, it certainly must be freedom of opinion. It 
must stand for that freedom in every area, and for it to legis
late on matters of opinion seems to me to be contrary to its 
fundamental program. 

l 
I trust the Union will not make any effort to find a solu

tion for this matter, either in resolutions for or against the 
Palestine program, but will give perfect freedom to its indi-
vidual members to express themselves as they choose in the 
matter. 

I hope such a stand can be taken and maintained . . 
Very sincerely yours, 

Enc: (Signed) JONAH B. WISE 
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nr . Abba T illel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland , C1hio 

Dear .. riend: 

194 
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MINUTES 

MEETING OF ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF UAHC 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
November 30, 1943 

Pursuant to the call of the President, Mr. Adolph Rosenberg, 
a meeting of the Administrative Committee of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations was held at the Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cin
cinnati, Tuesday, November 30, at 3:00 P.M. 

The following members of the Committee were present: Adolph 
Rosenberg, President, Jesse Cohen, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, 
Solomon Elsner, Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Robert P. Goldman, Mrs. 
Hugo Hartmann, Lester A. Jaffe, David F. Kahn, Jacob w. Mack, 
Melvin s. Meyers, Philip Meyers, Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, and 
Melville s. Welt. 

Regrets for non-attendance were received from Rabbi Jonah B. 
Wise. 

Messrs. Louis L. Kaufman, Herbert c. Oettinger, and Dr. Hiram 
B. Weiss, members of the Executive Board living in Cincinnati, were 
present on invitation of the President. 

Rabbis Samuel M. Gup and George Zepin were present at the 
meeting, at the invitation of the President, to present the report 
from the Committee on Rabbinical Pensions. 

The following rabbis, who were in Cincinnati for another meet
ing, were present on invitation: Rabbis Max c. Currick, Abraham 
J. Feldman, B. Benedict Glazer, Morriss. Lazaron, Jacob R. Mar
cus, Harry s. Margolis, and Hyman J. Schachtel. 

Mr. Rosenberg presided, and Rabbi LQuis I. Egelson, Adminis
trative Secretary, recorded the Minutes. Mr. Hyman Kanter, Ac
countant of the UAHC, was also present. 

Committee on Rabbinical Pensions 

In the absence of Mr. Jacob Aronson, Chairman of the Commit
tee on Rabbinical Pensions, Rabbi Samuel M. Gup presented the re
port of the Joint Committee (Appendix A), and explained the dif
ference between the old plan and the new plan. 

Judge Elsner pointed out that because this is a joint effort 
of the Union and the Conference,he looked with disfavor upon the 
creation of a separate entity. He would like to see the pension 
plan operated by a joint board, the Union members of which shall 
be members of the Executive Board of the Union, and report to the 
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Executive Board of the Union. 

After a lengthy discussion by members of the Administrative 
Committee, Rabbi Zepin presented the following resolution which 
was adopted. 

Resolution Regarding Pension Plan 

RESOLVED, That the Report of the Joint Committee on Rabbini
cal Pensions be accepted and approved, and' 

Furthermore, That the following specific action requested 
in the report be authorized: 

1. That the President of the Union be authorized to appoint 
six members who should be members of the Executive Board of the 
Union on the Rabbinical Pension Board for terms of three years, 
as outlined in the Report and that this Board submit annual re
ports to both of the parent bodies. 

2. That the officers of the Union, be authorized to execute 
a formal agreement between the Union a.nd the Conference providing: 

(a) for the payment of each organization of $5,000.00 an
nually, the first such annual payment to be made on the execu-
tion of the Trust Agreement to be submitted with the formal agree
ment (the contract) and succeeding contributions to be made an
nually thereafter, subject to the terms and conditions of same. 

(b) an annual appropriation of $1,500 by each of the two 
contracting organizations, the said fwids to be available for 
office and. administration expense of the Pension Board; any un
expended balances at the end of any year to be returned to the 
contributing organizations; 

(c) the transfer by the Union to the Rabbinical Pension Board 
or to duly constituted Trustees, as may be found appropriate, of 
that portion of the Schiff Pension Fund which has already been al
located to the Reform Group, together with the total of the Schon
thal Pension Fund; and contemporaneous transfer by the Central 
Conference of $150,000 of its existing Pension Fund. 

(d) the inclusion of appropriate provisions in respect of 
Trust Agreement and administration, as may be found desirable. 

3. That authorization be given to the Rabblni.cal Pension 
Board to take all appropriate steps for the consummation and suc
cessful administration of the pension program. 

4. That the Pension Board be authorized not only to adminis
ter the pension plan but to take over any unfinished business of 
the Joint Committee on Rabbinical Pensions, and 

5. That the Joint Committee on Rabbinical Pensiombe dis
charged with the thanks and appreciation of the Union. 
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American Jewish Conference 

Mr. Rosenberg stated that at the last meeting of the Execu
tive Board, it was decided that consideration of the Palestine 
Resolution of the American Jewish Conference be left to the next 
Council of the Union. Immediately after that decision was an
nounced, communications were received from various sources ques
tioning the advisability of this long delay. Rabbis Freehof, 
Magnin and Jonah Wise wrote and urged us to take action which 
would lift the Union out of this controversial area and prevent 
a possible split. These rabbis urged us to devote ourselves com
pletely to the religious purposes of the Union. Mr. Rosenberg 
then called on Rabbi Eisendrath to continue the presentation of 
the problem • 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that there was a considerable opin
ion from rabbis and laymen indicating that the action of the Exe
cutive Board at its October 3 meeting was not satisfactory, that 
the Union must clarify its position on this controversial issue. 
Unless the Union frees itsalf from this controversy, it is appar
ent that the Union would become the principal battle-gFound tor 
this issue. Other organizations seem to escape it, but because 
the leadersh$,p on both sides of the question is found in the ranks 
of the Union, the Union faces a grave danger. 

With the letters from three leading rabbis in the country 
before us, from the President of the CCAR, from a leading Zionist 
on the West Coast, and a leading non-Zionist from the East Coast, 
Rabbi Eisendrath stated that he wrote to twenty-six rabbis asking 
them to meet in Cincinnati the morning before the Administrative 
Committee meeting, to try to resolve the difficulty. Eighteen 
rabbis came to this meeting and grappled with the problem the en
tire day. As a result, we reached a compromise which ought to 
be acceptable to practically our entire rabbinical leadership and 
to a great majority or the laymen in the Union. 

In addition to sending the letters from the three rabbis to 
those that were invited for the meeting in Cincinnati, Rabbi 
Eisendrath reported that he had sent a similar letter to all the 
rabbis of the Union, asking for their reaction. He received 
between fifty and sixty replies, and these, with one or two ex
ceptions, urged that the Union take a neutral position with re
gard to Zionism. 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported further that we are in receipt of 
an official communication from the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods, urging us to declare our neutrality now, and not to 
wait until the next Council of the Union. 

The resolution prepared by the rabbis is simply a recommen
dation for action by the Executive Board of the Union. Should 
the Executive Board of the Union approve the resolution, it will 
do much to bring about unity in our organization. 
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Rabbi Eisendrath asked Rabbi Freehof to read the resolution 
recommended by the committee of rabbis that had met earlier in 
the day. 

Before reading the resolution Rabbi Freehof stated that Rab
bi Eisendrath had acted in such a way as to greatly enhearten 
everyone with regard to his future service for the Union. Rabbi 
Eisendrath would not let the rabbis adjourn until they had reached 
a definite agreement. The anti-Zionist group objected to our re
maining in the Amer lean Jewish Conference because they fe 1 t that 
this was an acceptance of the vhole program of political Zionism, 
inasmuch as the Palestine Resolution was not repudiated. The con
clusion that we reached was to stay in the Conference, to evidence 
our association with and our determination to stand by our fellow 
Jews in the present crisis, but that we very specifically state 
our dissociation from the Palestine Resolution. Rabbi Freehof 
added that the vote on the resolution presented by the rabbis was 
unanimous. He submitted the resolution to the Administrative Com
mittee and hoped for its acceptance. 

The resolution ls as follows: 

"The Union declares that 1 ts function is to inter
pret, maintain and promote Reform Judaism and reaffirms 
its loyalty to its spiritual purposes. 

"The Union declares 1 ts sense of fellowship wl th 
all Israel and will associate itself with all worthy 
and practical efforts designed to ameliorate the tragic 
plight of world Jewry and, therefore, continues to be 
a member of the American Jewish Conference, upon the 
conditions mentioned below. 

"Because in the congregations of the Union there 
are divergent opinions on the question of Zionism, the 
Union recognlees the right ~reach individual to deter
mine his own attitude on this controversial question. 

"Therefore, the Union as an organization, is un-
able to as~~c1ate itself with those parts of the Palestine 
Resolu~tne American Jewish Conference which call 
for exclusive Jewish control of immigration into Pales
tine and the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth. 

"The Union's position on Palestine has been stated, 
and we herewith reaffirm the Resolution passed st the 
Committee meeting on May 30, 1943, whose recommendations 
were subsequently ratified by the Executive Board of the 
Union, as follows: 

"l. Provision shall be made for large-scale immigra
tion into Palestine regulated in cooperation with 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine by such a concert 
of nations as shall be established after the war. 
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"2. Palestine shall remain under the stewardship of 
this concert of nations until it shall become pos
sible to establish self-government without jeopard
izing the rights or status of any group in Pales
tine. 

,,'!3. Such a government shall be democratic and non
sectarian, modelled upon the governments of the 
democratic nations. There shall be complete sepa
ration of Church and State. The inviolability of 
the Holy Places of the various ·religions shall be 
guaranteed. 

''We call upon our congregations and their members 
to rally loyally to the support of the Union. 

"We further resolve that a copy of this resolution 
be forwarded to the American Jewish Conference with the 
request that they communicate it to the constituent mem
bers of the American Jewish Conference and make it known 
through their publications." 

Judge Elsner moved that the resolution be accepted by the 
Administrative Committee, and that the recommendation be made to 
the Executive Board of the Union to reconsider its action on Octo
ber 3 and approve this resolution. 

Mr. Mack called attention to the fact that the resolution 
from the rabbis ignored the resolution with regard to Palestine 
that was passed by the Council of the Union in New Orleans. 

Both Rabbis Freehof and Eisendrath pointed out that the com
mittee that met in Philadelphia in May based its Declaration of 
Principles on the resolution that was adopted in New Orleans and 
quoted the New Orleans resolution in the Declaration of Principles. 
The resolution of the rabbis specifically mentions the Declaration 
of Principles. Therefore, the New Orleans resolution is not die• 
regarded. 

Mr. Rosenberg pointed out that the resolution from the rab
bis represents a program that was adopted after considerable dis
cussion and weighing of words and shifting or paragraphs, that 
this resolution was agreeable to all groups attending the rabbini
cal meeting. He urged its adoption in the form presented, because 
if we were to change the resolution, that might release those men 
who committed themselves to it by voting for it. 

Mrs. Hartmann suggested that in sending the resolution from 
the rabbis to the members of the Executive Board, in advance of 
the next meeting, we include a copy of the Declaration of Prin
ciples. 

Mr. Jaffe suggested that there be a preamble to the resolu
tion from the rabbis indicating that a group of rabbis gathered 
in Cincinnati, and after long deliberation unanimously agreed that 
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the resolution they recommend is the best possible solution. He 
also suggested that the names of the rabbis attending the meeting 
might be mentioned in the preamble. 

The motion to approve the ·rabbinical resolution for transmis
sion to the Executive Board of the Union was passed unanimously. 

The Palestine Commission 

Mr. Rosenberg read a letter from the American Jewish Confer
ence asking the Union to designate a member for the Palestine Com
mission. Mr. Rosenberg asked the advice of the Administrative 
Committee. The consensus was that this be referred to the me e ting 
of the Executive Board. 

Interim Committee and Presidium 

Mr. Rosenberg stated that he and Mrs. Hartmann ha.d been co
opted by the Interim Committee of the American Jewish Conference, 
and he asked whether the invitation shall be accepted. The con
sensus was that they should accept the appointment. 

Mr. Rosenberg stated that he had been informed indirectly 
that it 1s the intention of the Interim Committee to nominate him 
as a co-chairman of the Interim Committee. It was the consensus 
that the invitation be accepted. 

Mr. Rosenberg suggested that before accepting this appoint
ment, he would await the action of the Executive Board of the 
Union. 

Next Meeting of the Executive Board 

Ml'. Rosenberg asked whether the vote of the Executive Board 
should be secured by mail. It was the consensus that a meeting 
of the Executive Board be called in Chicago on Tuesday, January 
18. 

Educational Project 

Mr. Rosenberg called attention to the fact that at the last 
meeting of the Executive Board, we were asked to prepare an edu
cational project on Zionism in advance of action to be taken at 
the next Council. In the light of the decision of the Adminis
trative Committee to present the resolution to the next meeting 
of the Executive Board and recommend the reconsideration of its 
former action, Mr. Rosenberg inquired whether the educational 
program should be inaugurated now. 

It was recommended that consideration of the 1naugurst1on of 
the educational project be deferred until after the next meeting 
of the Executive Board. 

The Houston Congregation 

Mr. Rosenberg called attention to the fact that Congregation 



Beth Israel of Houston had adopted a set of requirements for ad
mission to membership in the congregation, and had passed reso
lutions condemning the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
the Hebrew Union College · and the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. He asked Rabbi Eisendrath to state the case in more de
tail. 

Rabbi Eisendrath indicated that the matter had not as yet 
come betore us officially, that we had not yet received the reso
lution condemning the Union. We do know, however, that the reso
lution was passed, and that a membership form was adopted contain
ing a set of principles, the acceptance of which alone entitles 
a member to full membership rights in that congregation. 

This matter was brought to our attention by members of the 
Houston congregation who sought to defeat the adoption of the 
membership form and tbe resolutions condemning the Union, the Col
lege and the CCAR. 

The Union's help was solicited by this group. Rabbi Eisen
drath stated that he wrote to the president of the cong~egation 
and expressed a desire to come to Houston to discuss the matter 
with the congregation. The president of the congregation wrote 
in reply that it would serve no purpose for Rabbi Eisendrath to 
come to Houston on that mission. 

The question is what action, if any, the Administrative Com
mittee might take or might recommend to the Executive Board to 
take under the circwnstances. 

The members of the Committee called attention to the fact 
that the Union had not received any resolutions from Houston as 
yet. It was, therefore, suggested that when the resolutions do 
reach us, they should be acknowledged and the congregation be told 
that they will be referred to the Executive Board of the Union. 
In the meantime, if we learn that these resolutions have been cir
culated among our constituent congregations by Houston, the Di
rector of the Union is authorized to write to those congregations 
and reply to any misstatements of fact made in the resolutions. 
However, the policy to be pursued by the Union with reference to 
the Houston congregation should be referred to the Executive Board. 

The meeting recessed for dinner and resumed its session at 
eight o'clock. 

Chicago Federation of Reform Synagogues 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported that at the meeting of the Adminis
trative Committee last June, he called attention to the aituatlon 
in Chicago, with particular reference to the problem of the large 
number of unaffiliated in the West Side of Chicago, that thousands 
of Jewish children are without religious or Jewish instruction of 
any kind. 

At that time the Administrative Committee authorized the Di
rector to look into the entire Chicago situation. Rabbi Eisen-
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drath did so, and in the middle of October he had a meeting with 
the presidents of all the Chicago congregations, looking to the 
establishment of a Chicago Federation of Reform Congregations 
similar to that which we have in New York. 

The presidents of the Chicago congregations agreed to the 
program, and a subcommittee was appointed to consider plans of or
ganization. Further meetings were held in Chicago on November 15-
16. We have now reached the stage where we may launch a Chicago 
Federation of Reform Congregations. We will need an office in 
Chicago, a director simi1ar to the one we have in New York, to 
serve the thirteen congregations in Chicago at the beginning and 
later on to take in the communities adjacent to Chicago. 

Rabbi Eisendrath recommended that the Union subsidize the 
formation of the Chicago Federation and authorize him to proceed 
along the lines suggested. He estimated that the entire cost would 
be in the neighborhood of $7,500.00, and that it would include the 
salary of a director, a stenographer, office rental, and incidental 
expenses. 

Mr. Roseaberg pointed out that our experience with the New 
York Federation of Reform Synagogues has been exceedingly good, 
that the New York Federation has taken the responsibility of rais
ing funds for the Union in New York. He felt that the Chicago 
Federation would not turn out to be a burden on us. We ar0 hope
ful that Chicago will raise about $50,000 for the Union annually. 

It was moved and duly carried that Rabbi Eisendrath•s recom
mendation be approved, that a Chicago Federation of Reform Syna
gogues be established, and that authorization be given for the 
expenditure of $7,500 for the first year. 

Philadelphia Federation of Reform Synagogues 

Rabbi Eisendrath informed the Administrative Committee that 
the three Reform congregations in Philadelphia have formed a fed
eration. They wish to organize a new congregation in the Wynne
field section, and they asked for a grant from the Union for one 
year in order to supplement the salary of Rabbi Samuel Glasner, 
who would have charge of the new congregation. The Philadelphia 
congregations believe that after one year, the new congregation 
would b~come self-sustaining. 

J~dge Elsner called attention to the fact that the Philadel
phia federation should become a subsidiary of the Union, just as 
the New York Federation, that it should be organized under our 
auspices with a constitution like that of the New York Federation, 
and that it should comprise an area adjacent to Philadelphia, in 
addition to the three Philadelphia congregations. 

Dr. Weiss pointed out that if we want Reform Judaism to grow, 
the sooner we take more daring steps in the organization and per
haps subsidizing of new congregations, the sooner will we achieve 
our goal. 
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It was moved and duly carried that Rabbi Eisendrath should 
go to Philadelphia, confer with the leaders of the federation, in
vestigate procedures, and if everything is satisfactory, he be 
authorized to subs14ize the new congregation to the extent of 
$1,000 for one year. 

Report of Committee on Nominations 

Mr. Goldman read the report ot the Committee on Nominations. 
(Appendix B) 

It was moved and duly carried that the nominations be con
firmed. 

Resolution to Open Account with Peoples Bank 

The following resolution was adopted: 

"RESOLVED, That the Peoples Bank and Savings Company 
of Cincinnati, Ohio be designated as a depository 
of funds of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions, and 

"That funds of this corporation deposited in said 
bank be subject to withdrawal by checks, drafts, or 
other instruments for the withdrawal of funds when 
signed, made, drawn, accepted or endorsed on behalf 
of this organization by the Director of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations or the Administrative 

• Secr•e tary or the Dirac tor of the Bureau of Synagogue 
Activities, together with any one of the persons 
then holding any one of the following offices: 
President, Chairman of the Board, any Vice-President, 
Treasurer or Chairman of the Committee on Endowment 
and Trust Funds." 

Report on Jonesboro, Ark. 

Mr. Herbert c. Oettinger read the report on the status of 
the situation at Jonesboro. (Appendix C) 

It was moved and duly carried that the report be accepted and 
placed in the records. 

Mr. Rosenberg pointed out that the project is turning out sat
isfactorily; that the committee has done a very fine job; particu
larly Mr. Kanter, our Chief Accountant, who made several trips 
to Jonesboro. 

Financial Campaign 

Mr. Philip Meyers reported that plans are now being prepared 
for a national campaign in every city where we have a congregation, 
that national sponsors are being enrolled, as well as members of 
an executive and of a campaign committee. 
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Rabbi Freehof called attention to the fact that in Pittsburgh 
the people were devoted to the churches and indicated their devo
tion in concrete form through bequests. Two years ago he spoke 
to his congregation and told them that when a man is interested 
in any particular project, he shows it in his will, in his last 
statement. Since then some people have willed money to the con
gregation. The lawyers in Pittsburgh receive a list of fifteen 
activities in the congregation, so that the members of the congre
gation may remember these projects in their wills. He suggested 
that the Union draw up an attractive booklet listing and describ
ing the activities of the Union and the College, with a few pages 
left blank for listing local congregational activities, and that 
this booklet be sent to the Union congregations to be given to 
the Jewish lawyers in their conunwiities. 

Dr. Morgenstern suggested that the list of bequests to the 
College and the Union be published, that such publicity would 
stimulate bequests. He moved that Rabbi Freehof's suggestion, 
together with other methods and procedures, be referred to the 
campaign committee. 

This was carried, 

ADJOURNED 

- - -

ADOLPH ROSENBERG, 
President 

RABBI LOUIS I• EGELSON, 
Secretary 
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APPENDIX A 

To Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, President 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Mr. Adolph Rosenberg, President 

November 23, 1943 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Dear Sirs: 

The Joint Committee on Rabbinical Pensions begs to submit 
this report to the Administrative Committee of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations and to the Executive Conunittee 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

Pursuant to authority extended by the governing bodies of 
both parent organizations, the Joint Committee has progressed 
its work in the direction of formulating and perfecting the 
amended pension plan. It will be recalled that this amended 
plan ·provides for the issuance of individual life insurance pol
icies with retirement annuities for those who are under sixty 
years of age and who are insurable, and for retirement annuity 
contracts for other eligible rabbis who, with the cooperatj_on 
of their employing congregations, avail themselves of the op
portunity afforded by our program. In all cases, the amount 
recoverable by the beneficiaries of the insured rabbi upon oc
casion of death is never less than the aggregate of all premium 
payments theretofore made to the insurance company (including 
not only the share of such premiums paid by the rabbi but, as 
well, those shares of the premiums contributed by employing con
gregations and the Union and Conference). In the case of those 
who are insurable and under sixty years of age at the time of 
entrance into the plan, the life insurance coverage from the 
date of issuance of the policy is substantial. 

The plan contemplates that annual premiums shall be made 
up, generally speaking, of contributions of not less than 7 per 
cent of annual salary by the employing congregation, of 3 per 
cent of salary by the individual rabbi, and of primary $rants 
by the Union and Conference of 1 per cent of the first $3,000.00 
of each participating rabbi's salary plus supplementary grants 
by the Conference and Union out of its pension capital funds in 
increasing percentages related to the age of the participating 
rabbis at the time of entrance into the plan. The purpose of 
these supplementary grants is to offset, 1n part at least, the 
fact that allexcept the youngest individuals do now have not 
before them the opportunity of accumulating in future years a 
sufficient reservoir for the payment of adequate annuities. In 
a sense, these supplementary grants by the Union-Conference out 
of pension capital funds will serve to compensate in part for 
years of prior service. 

We have made arrangements for the issuance of policies by 
the Northwestern Life Insurance Company and have designated 
Mr. Ralph w. Mack as insurance underwriter. We are now about 
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to circularize eligible rabbis and constituent congregattons 
in an effort to secure applications for the issuance of poli
cies and annuity contracts. The details of the plan will be 
set forth in our printed literature, and we are hopeful 
that general, and even enthusiastic, approval will be forth
coming, 

The Conference having already taken action, it becomes ap
propriate at this time to ask for formal action at the hands of 
the Administrative Committee of the Union to the end that we 
may proceed and advance step by step toward the ultimate gotil 
of actual and complete consummation of this salutary and whol e 
some accomplishment. Formal action at the hands of the Admin
istrative Committee which is now appropriate a.nd wh:tch is now 
sought is, as follows: 

1. The appointment of six members of the Rabbinical Pension 
Board (the other six members to be appointed by the Central Con
ference), to serve for the term of three years, such cppoint
ments to be made initially for periods of one, two and three 
years. It is suggested that not less than two of these designees 
of the Union be residents of Cincinnati or nearby communities, 
who have investment and financial experience, to the end that 
they may be available for service in connection with the invest
ment of capital funds and other financial matters. In addition 
to twelve members, constituted as above set forth, the President 
of the Union and the President of the Conference shall be ex
officio members of the Board. 

2. Authorization to appropriate officers of the Union to 
execute formal agreement between the Union a.nd the Conference 
which will embody the understanding heretofore approved by the 
governing bodies of both organizations, to wit: 

(a) Annual appropriation by each of the two contracting 
organizations of the sum of $5,000.00, the first such annual 
contributions to be made at the time or the execution of a trust 
agreement, and succeeding contributions to be made annually 
thereafter. 

(b) An annual appropriation of $1,500.00 by each of the 
two contracting organizations, the said funds to be availabJe 
for office and administrative expense of the Pension Board; any 
unexpended balances at the end of any year to be returned to the 
contributing organizations. 

(c) Transfer by the Union to the Rabbinical Pension 
Board or to duly constituted Trustees, as may be found appr•opri
ate, of that portion of the Schiff Pension Fund which has been 
allocated to the Reform Group, together with the total of the 
Schonthal Pension Fund; and contemporaneous transfer by the 
Central Conference of $150,000.00 of its existing Pension Fund. 
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(d) The inclusion of appropriate provisions in respect 
of Trust Agreement a.nd administration, as may be found desirable. 

3. Authorization to the Rabbin1.cal Pension Board to take 
all appropriate steps for the consummation and successful ad
ministration of the pension program. 

In addition to its primary function of administering the 
pension plan, the Rabbinical Pension Board will take over any 
unfinished business of the existing Joint Committee on Rabbin
ical Pensions, and as of that time this Joint Committee, havlng 
completed its work, asks that it be discharged . 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

Joint Committee on Rabbinic~l 
Pensions by its Executive 
Committee 

JACOB ARONSON, Chairman 

SAMUEL M. GUP 

GEORGE ZEPIN, Secretary 
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APPENDIX B 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

October 26, 1943 

I. NOMINATIONS FOR JOINT UAHC AND CCAR 
COMMITTEES AND COMMISS.IONS 

The Joint Nominating Committee representing the Conference 
and the Union met at the Sinton Hotel on Tuesday, October 26, 
1943 . 

Those present were: Rabbis James G. Heller, Abba Hillel 
Silver a.nd Phineas Smoller, representing the c.c.A.R.; Messrs. 
Robert P. Goldman, Jacob w. Mack, Adolph Rosenberg and Rabbi 
Maurice N. Eisendrath representing the U.A.H.C. 

Rabbi Heller presided, and Rabbi Egelson acted as Secretary. 

A. Commission on Jewish Education 

Rabbi Louis L. Mann, whose term expires December 31, 1943 
is renominated for a three year term. 

Rabbi Julius Gordon of St, Louis, and Rabbi Isaac Landman 
of Brooklyn are nominated for a three year term beginning 
January 1, 1944. 

B. Commission on Information about Judaism 

The following members whose terms expire December 31, 1943 
are renominated for a three year term: Rabbis Harry W.Ettelson, 
Memphis, Jacob J. Weinstein, Chicago. 

C. Commission on Synagogue Activities 

Rabbi Samuel Wohl of Cincinnati whose term expires Docember 
31, 1943 is renominated for a three year term beginning January 
1, 1944 . 

D. The Joint Committee on Ceremonies 

The following members whose terms L,Xpire December 31, 194 3 
are renominated for a three year term: Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman, 
Hartford, Rabbi James G. Heller, Cincinnati, Rabbi David Polish, 
Waterbury, Conn. 

Rabbi Phineas Smeller of Joplin, Mo. is nominated for a 
three year term beginning January 1, 1944. 

All the above nominations are to be confirmed also by the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis. 
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II. NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP ON COOPERATING ORGANIZATIONS 

The following nominations are made by the Union representa
tives. The Conference nominates its own members to these or
ganizations. 

A. World Union for Progressive Judaism 

The following are renominated for one year term beginning 
January 1, 1944: Mrs. J. Walter Freiberg, Cincinnati; H rry N, 
Gottlieb, Chica.go; Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Chicago; Adolph Rosenberg, 
Cincinnati; Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Cincinnati. 

The following are nominated for one year term beginning 
January 1, 1944: Jesse Cohen, Brooklyn; Eugene B. Strassburgcr, 
Pittsburgh. 

B. Synagogue Council of America 

The following are renominated for a throe year term begin
ning January 1, 1944: Robert P. Goldman, Cincinnati; Charle s P. 
Kramer, New York; Maximilian Moss, New York; Roger W. Str•nus, 
New York. 

Judge Meier Steinbrink is nominated for a three year term 
beginning January 1, 1944. 

C. Commission on Synagogue Activities 

The following members whose terms expire December 31, 1943 
are renominated for a three year term: Alex Frieder, Cincinnati; 
Philip Meyers, Cincinnati; James H. Miller, Cleveland; Mrs. Edgar 
Warner, Erie. 

Mr. Mortimer May of Nashville is nominated for a three year 
term beginning January 1, 1944. 

D. Commission on Information about Judaism 

The Survey Committee recommended that a number of laymen 
be added to the Commission on Information about Judaism. It is 
suggested that the number of laymen shall equal the number of 
Rabbis on the Commission, namely, seven • 

At this time we are prepared to nominate for membership on 
the Commission for a period of three years beginning January 1, 
1944: Gilbert Ades, Louisville; Haskell Kram r, Los Angelos; 
and Gilbert Sanders of Trinidad, Colo. 

We recommend that the President of the Union be authorized 
to appoint additional lay members on this Commission. 

Respectfully submitted 
For the Nominating Cormnittee 

ROBERT P. GOLDMAN 

Chairman 
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APPENDIX C 

REPORT ON JONESBORO ARKANSAS PROPERTY 

Beginning November 1, 1942, the Committee on Endowment and 
Trust Funds assumed full charge of the Union property in Jonc3 -
boro. Mr. Meyer, the donor and agent agreed to accept an annuity 
of $2,000 a year and gave the Union the right to appoint an agent 
to handle and sell any of the property in J vnesboro excepting __ [ 
nine houses in North Jonesboro which are to be turned over to Mrs. 
May Meyer upon the death of Mr. Meyer. 

Mr. Meyer sued the Union on a breach of cont11act, but jun t 
recently, I am happy to announce, Mr. Meyer dropp0d this suit and 
is now accepting his monthly annuity. Mr. Kanter, chief ac~o, .... :-4 ~

ant of the Union, has made several trips to Jonesboro for tho pur
pose of inspecting and selling the property. 

The Union's original investment in Jonesboro, Arkansas a.mount
ed to 

During the period 11/1/42-10/31/1~ 3 we 
realized from the sale of properties $15,390.54 

Less: Commissions and Cost of 
Abstracts 980 .39 

Net Investment 10/31/43 

$36,364.11 

14, 41' . l:.; 

$~1,953.96 

At present we have two prospective customers for two pieces 
of property for which we have asked $8,250.00 

For the twelve month period ended October 31, 1943: 

Total Gross Rent Receipts 

Expenses: 
Repairs, Replacements 
Insurance Premiums 
Commissions 
Taxes and Street 

Assessments 
Miscellaneous 

Net Rent Receipts 

$421.26 
47'7 .98 
634.02 

1,279.50 
17.36 

Less: Annuity Paid to 
Mr. Meyer $2,000.00 

Delinquent Taxes & 

$ 7,028 .61 

2,830.12 

$ 4,198.49 

Street Assessments _8_4_0_._6_8 ___ 2_,_8_4_0_._6_8 

Net Receipts for 
period ending 
October 31, 1943 $1,357.81 

At present we still own 11 houses and 4 pieces of unimproved 
property. A conservative estimate of the value of these remaining 
pieces of property would be about $38,000.00. 

HERBERT C. OETTINGER, 
Chairman 

Committee on Endowment and Trust Funds 
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MINUTES OF 

INFORMAL MEETING OF RABBIS 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
November 30, 1943 

An informal meeting of rabbis was held at the Netherland 
Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, on Tuesday, November 30, 1943, at 9:00 
A.M. 

Present were: Rabbis Abraham J. Feldman, Joseph L. Fink, 
James G. Heller, Felix A. Levy, Joshua L. Liebman, Jacob R. 
Marcus, Harry s. Margolis; Louis Binstock, Norman Gerstenfeld, 
B. Benedict Glazer, Morriss. La.zaron, Victor E. Reichert, Hyman 
J. Schachtel; Bernard J. Bamberger, Max c. Curr1ck, Solomon B. 
Freehof, Julian Morgenstern, Abraham Shusterman, and Rabbis 
Maurice N. Eisendrath and Louis I. Egelson, the latter acting as 
Secretary. 

The following rabbis who had been invited regretted their in
ability to be present: Edgar F. Magnin, Abba Hillel Silver, Jacob 
J. Weinstein, Samuel Wohl; William H. Fineshriber, Samuel H. Gold
enson, Samuels. Mayerberg, Jonah B. Wise, Louis Wolsey; Louis L. 
Mann. 

Rabbi Samuel M. Gup, who was in Cincinnati to attend the 
meeting of the Administrative Committee of the Union, was invited 
to be present. 

The following members of the Administrative Committee of the 
Union attended the meeting: Jesse Cohen, Solomon Elsner, Mrs. 
Hugo Hartmann, Lester A. Jaffe, Adolph Rosenberg, and Melville s. 
Welt. 

Rabbi Eisendrath called the meeting to order, and asked Rabbi 
Currick to invoke God's blessing upon the deliberations. 

Purpose of the Meeting 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated the purpose of the meeting; a divi
eiveness was rising 1n our ranks that might lead to serious con
sequences. The breach has become far more grave than we imagine, 
and threatens to disrupt our Reform Jewish ranks. The Union felt 
impelled to call together some of our rabbis representing both 
sides of the controversy, as well as a number of neutral rabbis. 
In some quarters opinions were expressed as to the futility of 
this meeting. If we do not succeed today 1n arriving at a formula, 
Reform Judaism will be split into two bitterly opposing factions. 
They will be fighting each other instead of fighting together for 
Reform Judaism. Rabbi Eisendrath suggested that within the Union 
we can agree to disagree on Zionism, but we ca.n work together on 
a definite program for the strengthening and expansion of Reform 
Judaism. 



• 

• 

2. 

Rabbi Eisendrath presented the following statement as the 
terms of reference for this meeting: 

"To consider and to recommend to the Administrative 
Committee of the Union a policy and a program that 
will rally the divergent groups within the Union 
to its constructive religious program and will re
move from its own ranks the . present controversy 
that is dividing and threatens to disrupt our Re
form Jewish movement. Anything beyond this specif
ic task as it relates to the policy and program to 
be adopted by the Union shall be considered outside 
the purview of this gathering. The meeting shall 
have no authority except that of recommendation to 
the Administrative Committee of the Union. This 
common program, in theory and action, shall be 
sought by consensus rather than by vote." 

Rabbi Eisendrath then asked Rabbi Freehof to serve as pre
siding officer. 

Discussion 

Rabbi Freehof accepted because he said he felt a sense of 
obligation to Rabbi Eisendrath and to the Union, and expressed 
the hope that we could arrive at a modus vivendi. 

A number of the rabbis expressed themselves as desirous of 
achieving unity within the ranks of the Union. 

Rabbi La.zaron said that while it is true that we are repre
senting different points of view, they are subsidiary to our ob
ject 1n coming together. We are here as men who have received 
our education from an institution that we love, and we are here 
to see if we can preserve that institution. We are facing a 
crisis in the Union and must take steps to preserve the Union. 

Rabbis Marcus, Currick, Levy and Fink indicated that there 
is no difference of opinion regarding the main purpose of the 
meeting, namely, to save the Union and the College, and that 
this is implied in the presence of the rabbis at the meeting. 

Rabbi Liebman pointed out that we ought to get to the heart 
of the question at issue and he asked, does anyone object to the 
stand of the Union and why. 

Rabbi Heller pointed out that anyone 1s entitled to take 
issue with the opinions of an organization 'LJLA_AJ:r..__ J 

Rabbis Binstock and Morgenstern inquired whether Rabbi 
Eisendrath had a plan to present. 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that in addition to writing to the 
group present, he also wrote to all the other rabbis and sent 
them copies of the letters that had been received from Rabbis 
Freehof, Magnin and Wise. 
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In reply to this communication, fifty rabbis responded, 
and forty-eight of them stated that the Union must take steps 
to keep the congregations from inner disruption, that Zionism 
should not be permitted to disrupt the Union. 

He indicated that it would be simple to get an agreement 
in theory, both from congregations and rabbis, but practical ap
plication would be difficult. He then read a statement that he 
had prepared on the Union's position on Palestine. (Appendix A) 

Rabbi Bamberger stated that the statement represents sub
stantially what we have in mind. 

Rabbi Heller declared that he believed in the neutrality of 
the Conference 8Jld the Union on this whole subject. He spoke of 
the action taken by the Houston congregation and.the reported in
tention of the San Francisco congregation toward the Union. He 
added that we have to appeal to the rabbinate and to the members 
of our congregations to concentrate on certain things on which 
there can be unity 1n spite of differences of opinion. He 
pleaded for an agreement to abandon disruptive strife in the 
Union and within our congregations. 

Rabbi La.zaron expressed agreement with Rabbi Heller's state
ment. He pointed out that there is discontent and dissatisfac
tion because of the continued association of the Union with the 
American Jewish Conference. This discontent is not limited to a 
small group. It is not rabbis alone but laymen also who are dis
contented. The issue has been forced by the Zionists to put the 
Union on record. If there is real intent to be neutral, then the 

l 
Union should withdraw from the American Jewish Conference, reaf
firm the Philadelphia Declaration, and leave it to our membership 
to be Zionists or non-Zionists. 

Dr. Freehof declared that if we pass the resolution which 
Rabbi Eisendrath read, we must implement it, otherwise it is a 
mere empty statement. 

I Rabbi Gerstenfeld pointed out that forces are moving ahead 
toward committing the Union to a Zionist program. He thought 
that there ought to be first an agreement on the platform read 
by Rabbi Eisendrath. He expressed himself as shocked at the sit
uation 1n Houston. 

Rabbi Binstock stated that we are agreed as to the general 
thought in the platform read by Rabbi Eisendrath, but we might 
disagree as to the verbiage. 

Rabbi Freehof said that we ought to declare the Union neutral, 
even though it may not altogether eolve our problem. 

Rabbi Lazaron thought that the Union should discontinue as
sociation with the American Jewish Conference and reaffirm the 
New Orleans Resolution, as well as the Philadelphia Declaration 
of Principles. 
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Dr. Morgenstern pointed out that the situation now is dif
ferent than it was in Philadelphia when the Declaration or Prin
ciples was prepared. At that time we thought that they offered 
a realistic basis for real unity 1n American Jewish life. Our 
Declaration or Principles did not come before the plenary session 
or the American Jewish Conference. The American Jewish Confer
ence adopted a maximal Zionist program and said - take it as a 
whole or reject it. The Union is compelled to take a stand. The 
matter was referred to the next Council of the Union, but this 
has not satisf constituency of the Union, some of whom - -asked hat we approve t e Palestine resolution 1n its entirety, 

I 

and others that we repudiate it and withdraw from the American 
Jewish Conference. Rabbi Eisendrath has offered a platform of 
neutrality. There is one type of neutrality that is negative, 
that is, to say nothing. On the other hand, there is a positlve 
attitu eutrality as expressed in Rabbi Eisendrath's plat-

orm, namely, tat while the Union is unwilling to commit itself 
to the Palestine resolution, it does not want to be silent but 
reaffirms its Declaration of Principles. The effect of this 
would be that we declare ourselves as willing to do everything 
in our power that seems reasonable toward helping our coreligion
ists 1n Europe and elsewhere. 

Rabbi Eisendrath asked: Can we remain 1n the American Jewish 
Conference and still be neutral? He suggested that we first pass 
the resolution and then discuss the question of our staying in 
the American Jewish Conference and its implications. 

' 

Rabbi Schachtel stated that in his opinion the New Orleans 
resolution passed by the Union Council is Zionism. 

Rabbi Eisendrath pointed out that both Rabbis Fineshriber 
and Wolsey signed the Declaration of Principles prepared in Phil
adelphia which reiterated the New Orleans resolution. 

Dr. Morgenstern moved that a committee be appointed to edit 
the platform which Rabbi Eisendrath read. This was carried. 
Rabbis Heller, Lazaron, Liebman and Schachtel abstained from 
voting. - ---- -

Rabbi Bamberger stated that what has happened 1n the last 
year was a combination of irritation and counter-irritation, 
denial and affirmation. The degree of inflammation among the 

, \ laymen is a reflection of the heat of the rabbis. He stated that 
the laymen of his congregation are not at all excited about the 

• whole matter. To him and to them the cause of Judaism is greater 
than Zionism or anti-Zionism. He had wished that the Union's 
Declaration of Principles had been adopted by the American Jewish 
Conference. He declared himself shocked and horrified by the ac
tions of men on both sides of the Zionist issue, and declared 
that we cannot ask the Union to withdraw from the American Jewish 
Conference, nor can we ask it to pass the Palestine resolution. 
The Union has many problems before it, to strengthen religion, to 
overcome irreligion. We should pledge ourselves to cooperate 1n 
the relig~ous work of the Union and refrain from disrupting it. 
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Rabbi Glazer spoke of the attitude of his congregation, 

I 
and said that m(Dst of his members do not occupy an intransigent 
position, but they are hopelessly confused on this whole issue. 
He agreed with Rabbi Bamberger that the laity can be stirred up 
on almost any problem., but that when the rabbi takes a moderate 

. approach., his congregation will be moderate. He stated that we 
are doing a distinct disservice to the Jews of Europe in our 
present fight among ourselves. We are not helping the people 
abroad, but are more interested in winning a point. 

Rabbi Heller stated that it would be a tragedy to dissoci
ate ourselves from the American Jewish Conference. We ou&Dt to 
stay 1n until we are forced out. Perhaps the Union has to serve 
in the role of a leader of the minority. There is great danger 
for Reform Judaism if the Union withdraws from the Conference. 
It would mean that Reform Judaism would be forced into the posi
tion of a separatist Jewish sect. The Union can lead in con
structive Jewish life, but we must participate in Jewish life 
actively. 

Rabbi Margolis expressed agreement with Rabbis Bamberger 
and Glazer, and stressed the point that there is too much con
fusion now 1n Reform Jewish ranks. He thought that we should 
definitely remain in the American Jewish Conference. 

Rabbi Schachtel stated that there is a powerful layman's 

) 

revolt against the position of the Union. He would be glad to 
promise to remain silent on this question if the Zionists prom
ised to be silent also. Ve are witnessing a definite uprising 

• 1n Amer1c8Jl Jewish life. The laity will not be silent because 
they are becoming disturbed by the controversy that is taking 
place. 

/ Rabbi Heller declared that he had always been in favor of 
a moderate program., that at the American Jewish Conference he 
worked to make the Palestine resolution more mode _te. The Union 
has great influence which it can exerc se by staying in the Amer
ican Jewish Conference. There are other ideals expressed by the 
American Jewish Conference which are apart from Zionism., and we 
cannot divorce ourselves from these ideals. 

Rabbi La.zaron stated that he is just as anxious to have Jew
ish unity as anyone. "You are asking us to go along with the 
political program of the American Jewish Conference. You are ask
ing us to take a position that is completely witenable to us. 
There are many organizations with which the Union ca.n cooperate 
to achieve rescue and rehabilitation. You a.re asking us to stul
tify ourselves for a peace that is no peace. The chief aim of the 
Union should be the enrichment of American Jewish life." 

Rabbi Liebman spoke of the Houston affair and of his visit 
to Houston. He expressed the fear that it is the beginning of a 
movement that might prove exceedingly harmful. 
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Rabbi Shusterman indicated that he stands with Rabbis 
Bamberger and Glazer ideologically. Reform Judaism has a pro
gram larger than Zionism or anti-Zionism. He would like to be 
able to return to Baltimore and join with his fellov rabbis 
there 1n a pro-Union campaign. He declared himself definitely 
for the College and for the Union and vould back any reasonable 
compromise. 

Rabbi Feldman spoke of the Houston situation and mentioned 
what had happened recently in Hartford when a number of hoodlums 
came into the Temple to disrupt the service. The tragic aspect 
of our problem is that we fiddle here while a flame is rising 
and groving. He asked - how can ve stay away from K'lal Yisroel? 
To speak of getting out of the American Jewish Conference is 
ludicrous. 

Rabbi Freehof stated his belief that the American Jewish 
Conference involves much more than Zionism. It has a great value 
in itself. He also pointed out that we need not force the Union 
to commit itself on the issue. The Union might reiterate its 
stand on Palestine as contained in its Philadelphia platform. He 
proposed the following resolution as the sense of this meeting: 

"The UAHC reiterates its stand on Palestine as 
drawn up by its committee in Philadelphia and ac
cepted by its Executive Board. Although this at
titude of the Union differs in certain significant 
particulars from the Palestine resolution passed 
by the American Jewish Conference, nevertreless 
since the American Jewish Conference is the only 
available instrument for united Jewish action in 
this time of world tragedy, we continue to partic
ipate as members in the work of the Conference." 

Rabbi Fink said that many of us have been appalled by what 
has happened 1n the last year or so. "I have the friendliest 
feeling toward both sides. I am heartily for the Union and the 
College. What bothers some of us is this: We might pass a res
olution here by a majority vote tr,·, support the College and the 
Union, and then the minority will still act a.nd agitate disrup
tively. Will you seek to secede from the Union nd continue 
the disruptive work? Will you ffO back to your homes from here 
and continue to plan secession? 

Addressing Rabbi Scha.chtel, Rabbi Fink said: "We have laymen 
vho disagree with us rabbis, but we try to guide them toward 
right thinking. You should try to guide your laymen in the right 
spirit." 

Rabbi Lazaron stated: "I cannot say what my community will 
do. My urging the Union's withdrawal from the American Jewish 
Conference is not on the basis of anti-Palestine, but from the 
point of view of the Union." 



Rabbi Schachtel stated that the people in Houston had been 
greatly disturbed in the last three years, since the Detroit 
Convention of the Union. A group in Houston then organized 
themselves and met a.nd discussed Jewish problems. When the Amer
ican Jewish Conference met, then the group 1n Houston saw that 
the Union delegates did not win out at the American Jewish Con
ference, and the Houston people were greatly upset and decided 
on steps to preserve Reform Judaism as they understood it. 

Houston says to an applicant for membership: "You want to 
join a Reform congregation. Here are the principles of Reform 
Judaism." Rabbi Schachtel added: "I came here to see that the 
Union and the College are preserved, that the Union focus its 
attention on Jewish religious life, and that we have no connec-
tion with the political point of view on Palestine." 

Mr. Rosenberg pointed out that the action of the Union del
egates to the American Jewish Conference had been misrepresented. 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that much could be said about the 
Houston situation, but that we should deal with one thing at a 
time, It is true that many laymen desire our withdrawal from 
the American Jewish Conference. Those on the Zionist side are 
prepared that the Union shall dissociate itse from the Zionist 
program, but that we should not divorce ourselves from K'lal 
Yisroel. Once the laymen see the complex character of the pic
ture they are prepared for compromise. Rabbi Eisendrath read 
the s~stMEe of letters that he had received from Rabbis Silver, 
Wolsey, Fineshriber, Landman and Goldenson. Some formula along 
the line of Rabbi Goldenson's letter ought to be possible. With
drawal from the Conference would alienate many rabbis and laymen. 

Rabbi Levy asked: "What good is it to pass any resolution 
here if the anti-Zionists present will continue to act as they 
Will?" 

Rabbi Heller stated that he was not 1n favor of unilateral 
action. 

Rabbi Lazaron pointed out that since the Union has represen
tation on the Interim Committee, the Union will be asked to work 
with the American Jewish Conference on Palestine. 

Dr. Morgenstern stated that on that particular question the 
Union and its representatives must be guided by the resolutions 
that ve adopt. 

Rabbis Binstock and Gerstenfeld stated that no matter what 
the Union would do as an organization, both the College and the 
Union would continue to have the support of their congregations. 

It was suggested that Rabbi Freehof appoint a cormnittee to 
meet during the lwich hour to draw up a resolution expressing 
the sense of the meeting. Rabbi Freehof appointed Rabbis Bam
berger, CllI'rick, Eisendrath, Glazer and Lazaron. 
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The meeting adjourned for lwich. 

On reconvening after lwich, Rabbi Egelson, who had sat in 
with the committee, read the resolution approved by the sub
committee. (Appendix B) 

Rabbi Lazaron stated: "We reached a compromise which does 
not satisfy me, but I would agree to it solely from the point 
or view of the Union. I reserve the right to take issue with 
the Jewish national forces in American Jewish life." 

After much discussion, in which most of those present par
ticipated, the resolution as drafted by the subcommittee was 
unanimously carried. It was voted to transmit the resolution 
to the Administrative Committee of the Union, which was to meet 
that afternoon, with the recommendation that the Administrative 
Committee approve it. 

ADJOURNED 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Chairman 

LOUIS I. EGELSON, Secretary 



The Union declares that its fw1ction is to interpret, 
maintain and promote Reform Judaism and reaffirms its loyalty 
to its spiritual purposes. 

The Union declares its sense of fellowship with all Is
rael and will associate itself with all worthy and practical 
efforts designed to ameliorate the tragic plight of world Jew
ry and, therefore, continues to be a. member of the American 
Jewish Conference, upon the conditions mentioned below. 

Because in the congregations of the Union there are di
vergent opinions on the question of Zionism, the Union recog
nizes the right of each individual to determine his own atti
tude on this controversial question. 

Therefore, the Union as an organization, is unable to as
~ociate itself with those parts of the Ptlestine Resolution of 
t e American Jewish Conference which call for exclusive Jewish 
control of innnigration into Palestine and the establishment of 
a Jewish Commonwealth. 

The Union's position on Palestine has been stated, and we 
herewith reaffirm the Resolution passed at the Committee meeting 
on May 30, 1943, whose recommendations were subsequently rati
fied by the Executive Board of t he Union, as follows: 

1. Provision shall be made for large-scale immigration 
into Palestine regulated in cooperation with the Jew
ish Agency for Palestine by such a concert of nations 
as shall be established after the war. 

2. Palestine shall remain under the stewardship of this 
concert of nations until it shall become possible to 
establish self-government without jeopardizing the 
rights or status of any group in Palestine. 

3. Such a government shall be democratic and non-sectarian, 
modelled upon the governments of the democratic nations. 
There shall be complete separation of Church and State. 
The inviolability of the Holy Places of the various re
ligions shall be guaranteed. 

We call upon our congregations and their members to rally 
loyally to the support of the Union. 

We further resolve that a copy of this resolution be for
warded to the American Jewish Conference with the request that 
they communicate it to the constituent members of the American 
Jewish Conference and make it known through their publications. 
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INTERIM REPORT 

1943-44 COMBINED CAMPAIGN OF UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AND THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

CAMPAIGN RESULTS 

COMMUNITY 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1943 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 1943 

1942-43 PAID QUOTED ACCEPTED 

San Antonio, Texas 
Savannah Georgia 
Augusta, Georgia 
Columbus, Georgia 
Austin, Texas 
Ft 11 Worth., Texas 
Galveston, Texas 
Waco, Texas 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Chicago, Ill. 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Oma.ha, Nebraska 
Washington, D. c. 
Hazleton, Pa. 

TOTALS 

$1,623.00 
216.00 
50.00 
00.00 
10.00 

375.00 
175.00 
100.00 

· 300.00 
12,093.00 

9,695.00 

8,400.00 

375.00 

800.00 
450.00 

5,977.00 
1,000.00 
2,021.00 

200.00 

$43,860.00 
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Campaign to open 
February 
Campaign to open 
January 

,, 
" 
If 

" 
fl 

II 

fl 

Rabbi MNE to open 
Dec. 7 

Changed to Annual 
Basis 

Opens December 1 
Opens March 15 
Opens January 
April-May 
Opens Jan. 15 

5,000.00 
750.00 
500.00 
500.00 
750.00 

1,000.00 
1,000.00 

750.00 
1,200.00 

50,000.00 

15,000.00 

17,500.00 

450.00 

2,000.00 
1,250.00 

12,500.00 
1,500.00 
5,000.00 

565.00 

$117,215.00 

1. New York - Most congregations are holding their campaigns now. 
Five of the smaller congregations which have completed 
their fund raising have increased 58 per cent from 
$1,499.00 to $2,548.oo. 

2. Receipts as of November 30, 1943 $69,642.31 compared with November 
30, 1942, $70,143.33. 

3. IMPORTANT COMMUNITIES TO BE VISITED BEFORE JUNE 30, 1944. 

Boston 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Memphis 
Atlanta 
Milwaukee 

Philadelphia 
Providence 
Saint Louis 
Miami 
Buffa.lo 
Rochester 

Syracuse 
Hartford 
Tampa 
New Haven 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 

Portland 
Seattle 
Denver 
Birmingham 
Nashville 
AND MANY OTHERS 
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INTERIM REPORT 

1943-44 COMBINED CAMPAIGN OF UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AND THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN PERSONNEL SECURED SEPTEMBER 1, TO NOVEMBER 30, 1943. 

SPONSORS (IN FORMATION) 

Marcus Aaron - Pittsburgh 

Paul Baerwald - New York 

Fred Florence - Dallas 

Major Frederick F. Greenman - New York 

Alfred Shemanski - Seattle 

Paul Uhlma.nn - Kansas City 

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN CHAIRMAN 

(To be filled) 

VICE-CHAIRMEN (IN FORMATION) 

Day J. Apte - Tampa, Florida - Southeast Region (North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia and Florida) 

Jacob Aronson - New York - New York and New England 

Eugene Strassburger - Pittsburgh - Western Pennsylvania 



,l 

t 

TREASURER 

(To be fil~ed) 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (IN FORMATION) 

Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner 
Louis Caplan 
Alfred M. Cohen 
Jesse Cohen 
Rabbi Louis I. Egelson 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Irvin Fane 
Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 
Joseph J. Greenberg 
Mrs. Hugo Hartmann 
Dr. James G. Heller 
Dr. s. s. Hollender 
Lester A. Jaffe 
David F. Kahn 
Louis L. Kaufman 
Eldon s. Lazarus 
Simon Lazarus 

Leon Lederer 
Dr. Joshua L. Liebman 
Ralph Mack 
Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin 
Dr. Louis L. Mann 
Rabbi Harry Margolis 
Philip Meyers 
James H. Miller 
Dr. Julian Morgenstern 
Carl Pritz 
Louis A. Rosett 
Louis F. Rothschild 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
H. Hiram Weisberg 
Dr. H.B. Weiss 
Sidney N. Weitz 
Louis Wellhouse, Jr. 
Dr. Jonah B. Wise 

GENERAL COMMITTEE (IN FORMATION) 

Thirty-seven men whose names have been submitted by their respec
tive congregations. Many more are expected shortly. 

VOLUNTEER CAMPAIGN WORKERS 

Rabbi Daniel L. Davis - Lancaster, Pa. 

Rabbi Allan Tarshish - Hazleton, Pa. 

Rabbi Alfred Wolf - Dothan, Ala. 

Rabbi David L. Zielonka - Tampa, Fla. 

All these men are now traveling for the campaign or will be doing so 
shortly. 



OFFICERS 

ADOLPH ROSE BERG 
President 

HARRY N. GOTTLIEB 
FREDERICK F. GREENMAN 
JACOB W. MACK 
EUGE E B. STRASSBURGER 

Vice-Presidents 

HERBERT C. OETIJNGER 
Treasurer 

RABBI MAURICE . EJSENDRATH 
Dirutor 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Honorary Memben 

Marcus Aaron, Pittsburgh 
Isaac W. Bernheim, Denver 
Simeon M. Johnson, Cincinnati 
Henry Morgenthau, New T ark 
Henry Oppenheimer, Baltimore 
Maurice D. Rosenberg, Washington 
A. L. Saltz.'ilein, Milwaukee 
I idore Wise, Hartford 

Lester D. Alexander, Toledo 
Jacob Aronson, New Tork 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Clevela11d 
Jeae Cohen, Brooil:,a 
Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel, San Francisco 
Gustave A. Efroymson, Indianapol is 
S. Mason Ehrman, Portland 
Mark Eisner, ew Tork 
Solomon El ner, Hartford 
Irvin Fane, Kansas Ci11 
Fred F. Florence, Dallas 
Irving S. Florsheim, Chicago 
Rabbi Solomon B. Frcehof, Pittsburgh 
Julius W. Freiberg, Cincinnati 
Harry Freund, St . Louis 
Lee M. Friedman, Boston 
Rabbi Samuel H. Goldenson, New Tork 
Robert P. Goldman, Cincinnati 
Harry . Gottlieb, Chicago 
Joseph J. Greenberg, Philadelphia 
Edgar . Greenebaum, Chicaio 
Frederick F. Greenman, New 1·0,k 
Harry . Grossman, Detroit 
Rabbi Samuel M. Cup, Colvmbws 
Mn. Hugo Hartmann, WinnetJ.a 
Dr. S. S. Hollender, Chicago 
Lester A. Jaffe, Cincinnati 
David F. Kahn, Cincinnati 
Louis L. Kaufman, Cincin,wti 
Eldon S. Lazarus, ew Orleans 
Irving Lehman, i:w York 
Jacob W. 1ack, Cincinnati 
Irving S. Metzler, Los Angeles 
Melvin S. teyen, Louisville 
Philip Meyen, Cincinnati 
James H. Miller, Clevelantl 
Rabbi Julian Morgemtern, Cinci11nati 
Herbert C. Dettinger, Cincinnati 
Theodore D. Peyier, Washington, D . C. 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cincinnati 
Gilbert Sanden, Trinidad, Colo. 
Bernard G. Sang, Chicago 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silvl"r, Cleveland 
Archibald Silverman, Providence 
Horace Stern, Philadelplaia 
Eugene B. Str burger, Pittsburgh 
Aaron Straus, Baltimore 
Roger W. Straus, ew r ark 
Lewis L. Strauu, ; ew r ork 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, New Tori. 
H. Hiram Weisberg, Syracuse 
Dr. Hiram B. Weiss, Cincinnati 
Sidney N. Weitz, Cleveland 
Melville S. Welt, Detroit 
Herman Wile, Buffalo 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wile, New Tork 
Abe Wunburg, Memphis 
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RABBI LO IS I . EGELSO~ 
.Administrative Secreto,, 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPJN 
Jlonorar1 Secretary 
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THE UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO PHO E P Ark way 7345 

December 1, 1943 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

I cannot tell you how deeply I regret that you 
were unable to be present at the informal meeting which 
I called for yesterday. Most of those whom I had in
vited were present, and we had a thorough discussion of 
the problem involved from the viewpoint of the Union 
and our Reform Movement. Before telling you of the 
final result, I would like to deal specifically with 
some of the questions raised in your letter. 

In the first place, I will admit that the meet
ing had no authority whatsoever except that of informal 
counsel. Surely it is proper, in the midst of what 
anyone can discern as a sharp controversy, to call the 
leaders of the divergent viewpoints together, in the 
hope of arriving at some formula t~~~ mi&ht be satis
factory to both groups; in the hop~~"t1itt~~uch a recom
mendation might be considered favorably by the official 
body of which such individuals are members. 

I had invited the leaders of every possible 
viewpoint on the controversial issue of Zionism to 
this meeting, and it was unfortunate that some did 
not attend, as those who were absent would undoubtedly 
have contributed much to the discussion and might have 
affected one way or another the result obtained. How
ever, I repeat that the gathering was purely consulta
tive and has no official authority what~o~~er. The 
Administrative Committee likewise has rio'fa\t~ority, as 
you suggest, but it may also recommend to the Executive 
Board a certain line of action which in its judgment 
is feasible. 

You state that there is a group seeking to 
"railroad through a declaration which they hope will 
be hostile to Zionism." I feel that I can definitelJ 
assure you that the Union will not take a position 
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"hostile to Zionism," but that the farthest that it will go 
will be a position of neutrality - a position that will 
frankly recognize that the Union, because of its mixed con
stituency, cannot commit itself as an organization either for 
or against a Zionist program, leaving to the individual the 
democratic right to determine for himself whether he is a 
Zionist or a non-Zionist. 

You have always minimized what I regard as a grave 
threat to the Union and to our Reform Movement. I do not 
think that one can exaggerate the danger involved in an 
actual schism within our ranks. We are not a strong enough 
movement to permit this to come about if it can possibly be 
avoided. That there is danger of such a schism no one who 
has been in touch with all our constituent congregations can 
possibly deny. I know whereof I speak when I say that there 
are those laymen and rabbis, as well as entire congregations, 
that are prepared to break with the Union, particularly if 
they feel that any action on the part of the Union commits 
them to the Zionist philosophy and the whole Zionist program. ' 
I admit that we do not know 0 just how the constituency of the 
Union really feels about Zionism, the Jewish commonwealth, 
etc." I do know, however, that there is at least a fairly 
substantial minority that is bitterly opposed to both, and 
I do not think that the Union, as an organization, has a right 
to contnit these persons to that which violates their conscien
tious principles. They feel that in view of the fact that the 
Union was silent at the American Jewish Conference that our 
remaining in the Conference is indicative of our assent to 
the full Palestine resolution. This could have been avoided 
had Mr. Rosenberg been permitted, as he desired,to indicate 
publicly at the Conference that the Union had not assented to 
the Palestine resolution. Since this was not done, this group -
and it is not inconsiderable - has been insisting that the 
Union withdraw from the Conference. It is not merely a ques
tion of securing the financial support of these congregations 
during this period when they are adamant in their insistence 
that the Union cease to be identified with the American Jewish 
Conference, but there is the far more serious consideration 
that during this interim period, until the next meeting of 
the Biennial Council, they will gather strength on the basis 
of our alleged assent to the Palestine resolution and that 
by virtue or such strength the Union will be split. 

I do not think that the assent or non-assent of the 
Union to the Palestine resolution will in any way affect 
the program of Zionism itself, especially now that the dis-
unity of American Jewry on this subject has been so dramatically 
and vividly demonstrated by the withdrawal of the American 
Jewish Committee from the American Jewish Conference. For that 
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reason I feel that it is more important to keep the Union in 
the Conference and to have it wholeheartedly cooperate in 
those areas to which we can commit the Union. Thus the Union 
will play precisely the role that you yourself designated as 
proper for such a group as could not accept the compl,te program 
of the Conference. It will become, in your own wordr,•"loyal 
opposition" with regard to those few aspects of the Co~ference•s 
program to which the Union cannot conscientiously commit its 
entire constituency. Unless we were able to satisfy those who 
had been insisting upon our withdrawal, I fear that the Union 
would not have been able to have held itself together or to 
cooperate with the American Jewish Conference in a manner that 
both you and I desire. For this reason, I feel that it is far 
better to clear the atmosphere and define the Union's position. 
It is really the only alternative for an organization with as 
mixed a constituency as our own. If the American Jewish Confer
ence were com osed exclusively of individual representatives, 
then those individuals would of course have to yield to the 
majority decision. However, comprised as the Conference is of 
organizations as well, it is impossible to bind such an organ
ization, as an organization, to a program with which even a 
small measure of its membership may violently disagree. Conse
quently, since October 3rd it has become increasingly clear that 
if the Union were to remain in the Conference and at the same 
time to avoid a definite cleavage in its ranks, it would have 
to make its position unambiguous with regard to the controversial 
questions involved in the Palestine resolution. 

This situation was recognized by all those - Zionists, 
non-Zionis1Band neutrals - who met here in Cincinnati yesterday, 
and as a result the attached resolution was recommended to the 
Administrative Committee. I know that you will be profoundly 
concerned by its character. However, I feel that it must be 
recognized that something of this nature is the only way in 
which we can at one and the same time preserve the Union and 
remain in the American Jewish Conference. Of course, all of 
this is absolutely unofficial, and will have to be considered by 
the Executive Board_.-..,,Jt,•c.>i w,-1, ~e«.t ,'i? C.Ac·c.~ro {)n J~>tv t-7 Jy-t\ 

I would like very much to have your reactions to this 
letter and I look forward to discussing this tangled problem 
with you at greater length when I am in Cleveland next week. 

MNE:SG 

With warmest personal greetings, I am, 

Yours most cordially, 

Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Director 
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P.s. I wish to underscore the fact that this resolution is 
absolutely unofficial and that it is for your private and 
confidential information only, and consequently is not to be 
given any further circulation or publicity • 

. M.N.E. 
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Rabbi Abb Hillel ilver 
E . 105t St . & nsel Rd . 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Der Colle gue : 

S IDNEY s. TEOESCHE' , i:rouklyn, •. Y. 

I nm in receipt of a l etter from Dr. reehof in 
hich he quotes a aragra h from yo r letter as follows · 

nr have not received t l e list o Coni'erence members o 
are to be invite to t·cip te • the ro ram of the 
next Conferenc e, nd t~e subject ic are to iscuss . 

e ou.gr..t not to el y and·n out e inv·t tions much 
longer.' 

I a afra:d om one di no read t he minutes , a 
copy of Nhic as sent to yo • It g ve the progra in 
full toget er 1ith the subjects and t h e Conference members 
who are to part icipate therein. In case you have misla·d 
the minutes , I ~1 enclos ng copy of the program in full . 

yours , 

Is· ac E . .a.re son 
ec et r 



-

PROGRAM: Rabbi ilver reported for the Program Committee for the 

, ext convention. It 1as moved and adopted that t t ere shall be a 

panel discussion on Practical Problems of the inistry lead by 

Rabbis Silver, Abraha1 Feinstein , Fram, George B. Lieberman, Alfred 

olf . A paper on t he Right s of the Individual~ d t h e Rights of 

L1·).., State to be prepared b Bernar d J. Bamberger and a ~ aper on 

..:· 1aism a Property and Profits, John J. Tepfer. That on Se°!i.lr 

r~-. ternoon there shal l be a program of ...,y"lagog Musi c. Rabb· raude 

to prepare the program of mu3ic. 

That t h ere \ ras to be no Conference Leet re but the Pre. ident 1 ~ 

10ssage was to be presented in lace t erof at t Le Sabb . t v ..,ning 

oer ice . 

7einstein . 

at t he Co f rence Sermon e elivered by Jacob J . 

It was decided that t h e Convention shall begin on Frid~y 

11orning , J .ne 23rd and end Ionda noon . 

r.:_ I .IB PL CE OF CO lVE TIO : Rabbi Margolis reported for Com • .'., 

...,n Time an Place of the Convention. He stated t na t h e h· d 

of nrny resorts but was unable to get hotel accom o~ations . I t , 

r.ioven an adonted that the Co ittee shall try v1het' ler a ccomno.:ia • ., .• 

~an be ecure at Atlanti c City ad if not that e meet in Cinci~ 

ti , it being the 60th anniversa of the Alumnal Association of 1 • 

.. :ebrew Union Col lege. 



TELEGRAM 

DECEMBER 14, 1943 

A.H. SILVER 

JUST RECEIVED CONFIRM.A.TION FOR APPOINBfENT ITH GOLDENSON 

3:00 O'CLOCK THURSDAY .A.J"I'DiNOON AT HIS STUDY. HOPE YOU 

IILL LET NOTHING INTERFERE WITH THIS ATTEMPT 'ro REACH 

SOME MORE SATISFACTORY FORMULA FOR UNION. :BELIEVE EVERYTHING 

DEPENDS UPON OUT-COME OJ' THIS PARTICULAR INroRMAL MEETING. 

WIRE REPLY COLLECT. 

AURIC!!. • EIS 1DRATH 

lmw 

, 
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D cember 17, 194~ 

Dr. Felix . Levy 
Co reg tion E uel 
45S Bri r Place 
Chicugo, Ill. 

y de Felix• 

I un rs nd t t ou tt ed t c nterence c lled 
Rabbi Eis endr t in Cine inn ti, d th. t u • . roved or the 
resolution c dopted th r u. of . bis ir. ttendance. 
The h • rt of t resolutio Zi nism • s con .... erned 1 tl t 
t e Union doe r.ot c 1 1 t id or t. Je iah 
Common eu.l t nd J e o ion , - hich r the 
he rt of t.e Pal t i ion udo t t onf r nee. I 
unable to 8 h you r ch luti -..iw'& t t ,YOU . 
did, and I would pr o ell t took 
place. 

It is on thl r e x tt t sn t on 
the controverai 1 re ol ion it c n t ke 
no position until tl. n b al conv ntion a 
declared it elt on or ot er. This s c ly t the 
Executive Committee or t.e Union decided tits last t , 
wisely d cided. It 1 uite not r in to rocla no that 
the Union 1 .•\Ull.&.ble to soci te itself rith tho e rta or th• 
Palestine Resolution ich c ll tor the excl.uaive Jewish control 
of i r. i tl into 1 tine the e tabliahment of J e iah 
Cocmon a th,• hicb le v s the clear and istakable implic tion 
t t the Union is op~ to t .em, t er by, b interence, co ta 
the Union to an anti-Zionist o ition. The propoeed resolution 
to which ou have r s bly a nt , d a not ven include a 
reference to th• ltour Declar ti.on hioh the r a lution introduo 
by the Reform Rell ioua Group at the eric J 1 h Co4f rence 
did include. 

The proµoeed r solution ia by no 1treto ot inati011 
a •neutr 1 • re lution. In a ci.t'ic lly c 11 t ten ti on to thoe 

rts or the lea tine Resolution i th hiah it r fu a to soci te 
itaelt - t~e tially Zionist p rte - the Union t es not a 
neutral, .aa,a...__...z..-. position. 

The Co cil or J wiah o en oon ronted b a lar sit tion. 
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since its bership is aleo sh rply divided on t e issue ot Zi nie 
adopted tits recent convention a much iser resolution. It neither 
ratified the P lestine Resolution, nor retu. ,ed to r tity it. It 
did not dissoci te itselt :from any speeif'ied rts of it. It imply 
substituted a resolution fits own -- one .hich, ho~ever, did not 
present a new solution tor Palestine or a ne· definition or ht the 
future status or Palestine s.all be. After ex ressing ita op)os1t1on 
to the fuite P per, and in favor of unr ·stricted 1 :m r • tion into 
Palestine, it ec ~red itselt "in ... uvor of the uninterrupted 
cont nued upbuilding Palestine in the :Jirit or the · lfour 
Deolara ion". 

The ric Council for .J nd ll ant1-Zion1sta, 
will not tail to inte r oluti s a repudi tion 
or Zionis • Thia i x ctl t e a or Zionism ve been 
an Ung f r. Y u kno , o ae t t o i.o 1 t ~1e 1 at E outive 
meeti er of the Union, t ionis s of the Executive f'rom 
. altimore circulb.rized t~ Ex outive 1n t e hope 
or getting a r consid en th ~x cutive to 
refer ction on the s n Resol t on o th n xt . ti o the 
Bienniul. Rabbi Fins ri o ' con re rit.tion. 1n dalph1, 
recently p ssed a resolution c ll u;on t e xaoutive to roe vene 
in order tl . it ht dis rove o the 1 otine Rosolution opted 
b~ the Conference, ard ubstitu•e for it tho rs lut1on of June, 194~, 
which is now incor .. orated in the .,ro sad r solution dopted b the 
Rabbis. 

The te r d vociferous anti-Zionists, mostl r bbinicul, 
are ·not s~ti fied ·t the f ct ti- t tne re ident of th Onion, 
following t e 1st .;.;.ixecutive meetin, wrote to call the ooncro t1one 
notif'y1n them tho.t the Union wa;.a not c tted t tle P 1 tine 
Reeolution and th t "the xeoutive B rd, conscious of lta great 
responsibility, and ot the fur-reaching 1gn1r10 nee of ibi1 isaue, 
decided thu.t it could not t&l d finitiv ction and hut the e a.a 
but one body th t could et,.r ine ht the Union polic could b on 
such an isau t mi ht involve e futur of the Union that 
mi· ht affect one w or nother tle welt· re ot erican Je'fl'cy ae 
ell. tone bod is of cours t e supreme overning body ot 

our Oni n, th parent itaelt." 

There ar two thi s ich unt1-Z1oo1ets, hether in the 

• 
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American Je lah Committee or t.e erican Council or J isa, ar 
fi~htin tod - the J iah C one 1th m Je h c trol ot 
immi r"dtion .h ch ould e po sible ~ Je iah C one ltl. I am 

raid t ' t th Zionist bbi ho t ten ed th Cincinn ti eting 
v b .en euv red into ove nt to rin pre sure on t e Union 

to declare 1 tselt in imtledi te op o 1 t1on· t s t o eio Zionist 
>rincipla • 

r 11 e t Union nd he o le e. Zionists 
r not desirous of g r the Colle ·a for into 

the r ks or Zi n t r· ·ssi le s •aM11:1•mb 

tho.t tie form Rell o£ the 
P l tine e olu can J h Conference. 
Conca s ona r e t ioni ta 

t t.he Con eren P tine mi ht 
• er e. Ra bi d olph Ro... nber 
ha hand 1n d n e terms ot the 
basic r e nt .or th 100 other 
or an1z tion is bo or 
r aoluti o ted b . e t to 
aa l o by e i ci al esolution 
n t e floor or t e Con rence. lo the t 

m- tin or e Executiv B rd.. ~ . 
cammunic tion to the con r tions, C in. The 
Union, uch; ia not • t to l tion unl a 
the Bienni l Co cU tit o c 8 tor tity it. 

The count owa er•r 11 t U 1cm ds. e 
11 t not endt d t rmined ru • nti-Zioniat m nority 
int e Uni to exploit our lo t t nion d e Colle• 

o to inYo us 1n decl r o tine hie a Zi nists 
e cannot consistently n:i hich ft b Zion ~r 
xploited b ' th roro t confound contu e our Zioni t 

ranks. 

I rs ct101'l or th Ex c iv ich 
ken t 1 ta l st aa ise nd in t at e ocr tic tradition. 

It, h ev r, action recon 1der ia forced then e only oaition 
t t the Ex cuti c t ke hich will not do viol noe t ntiment 
or Zionist emb or con re tion a.tfil1 ted it t e Union, ot 

hom thor rel i , and lch ill not o en to an miainter-
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·>r tion, i t s e s t e 1ird . r 0 ra h o t . ro .. o 
r solution does t tea "B c use in t · e con r Q t 
t re are iv r , nt o iniona on t. tion or t 
reco niz_s er Qht of e ch individ t dete e his o 
attitu:ie on t' 1a controversial uestion." To this sh uld be ,·aed 
s a logical uitur briet te nta • e Union t refore tak 

no cti n on t .e P 1 tine Res .. lution udo• ted b • the rican J ish 
Cont r nee." thi mor i n eded. Te Un •sop os ion to 
.e it P s lr en ide • blicized. Its friendly 

he upb 11 in of P l s tine lr d.,· x res ed 
Council of Union sf r ck s 1937. 

If, rt r r our8elf ... n ent 
it , I t -el th 1 1 0 

your senti en s 0 ~ r· 
t tter ut 0 id 

1th 11 co _ , I r 

t 0 11 o·rs, 

Pl e dre r repl to Dr. ilver to 
The T ple 

Clevel nd 6, Ohio 

~~t 

~- ~-' • ':{ ~ 
Q.i.. ~ ~ 
~ ~~ 

~ hl\~,L.. 
\~ ~ 
~. 
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December 17 , 1945 

R· bi James u . · e ller 
I . "' , S... C u1 • . , 1 Se .l em .. .J.9 

Cinc inn~ti, Ohio 

y ear • t· Heller : 

I unders t, • t: t yot atte ded e confe ence ci: lled y 
.'4 bi .i...isendr th in Ci ncinn· ti , and that you • proved of the 

r so t i on hie us ~dopted b~ the roup o Rabbis in atterrla ce . 
Tne he-rt of the resolu ion as r us Zionism i s concerned is ht 
the Union do.snot associ te itself with the irlea of the Je,0 ish 
Corr.mom· 1 t and J e,.ish control o immi >re.. tion , -- ,·:h • ch • ere the 
heart of the a.lest· ne •esolt.tio r dopted , t tne Co erence . I t..m 
unu. le to s e e ho ou voted f or such .:.. resol tion • s i tn- t ;1 ou. 
did , • nd I v oul • .>r eci • e it if you , oulc. tell me just h· t took 
pl·ce . 

It is one t.11ing fo 
t e ccntrov si 1 fe~tures 
no position until the ent 
decl rd itself o e r no ner . 
xecutive Committee o e U1ion c 
·is l deci ed . It i!1 Qth r 

U ion is 11un· ble to its 1 

Co m1ittee o s y tha t o 
esolu ion it can ·ke 

• 1 conv nt·on h·s 
1 what he 
st eting nd 

rocl·im no1 h· t the 
• rts of the 

alestine Iesolutio for e • h co~ rol 
of i i r· ti into a s nd t 1 e b ·~ n o • Jevis' 
COJ on·:e· 1th , " ich l, v .s th cle r • nd nmi. t k&b e im li a ion 

h· tLe Un· on s o osed them , • nd h reb. , b in r nee cori nits 
e Ur.ion to [.m nti- lionist osi tj on . T e )ropos d resolution 

to hicn you ve pres • 1 • se t d s not e • cl de a 
nee to the ·lfour Dec ·r·tion the re olu io. introduc d 

he e .. ..\eligiou"' rou. • t t e ., c n J e 1 • h Co er nee 
include . 

Th ro ,os d r elution is no stretch of the . • g i . ion . "neu r· 1 11 re olu ion . In pecific· 1 ca 1 · n t e ti to ose 
• rt of t e c...lestine ~ solu io • th nich it refuses to ssoci· e 

i s f the essen vic·~ll Zio . t p· rt -- t .. e nion i,~ ~es . 0 
neu·r· 

' 
t .. ositi n. 

The Counci of Je ish ,o e , c nfro ed b as il·r i 4 u tion , 
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. 
since its r . ber.:,hi is • lso shar 1.,- di'\:· ded on t c issue of Zionis , 
adopt d ·tits recen, o ver:·ion • much viser resolution . It neither 
r·~tified the .t'c lest· ne esolu ion, nor refused o r tif it . It 
did not di. soci·teitself 'rom • ~ specified .rrts o it . It simpl 
substituted r~solution of its ovm -- one -d • ch , ho•,·ever id not 
present • ne solution for P· es tine or • n v definition of •. • t the 
future st·tus of .al stinG shall be . After expre. i g is op os·tton 
to the nite P· ~er, and in. ,vor of unrestr·cte i i r~tion into 
Pa e-s.l. ne , • t dech .. red i self "in f· or of he uninterrupted • nd 
contirued U)huilding of Pc...lesti e in he s .. iri of the ·our 

eclL ra ion" • 

The 1 eric Council for J ais , n • l ~nti-Zionists , 
, ·11 not f· il to interpret ~.e ro.osed resolution ·s • re diation 

of Zionism . Thi~ is ex: ctl/ 1h· t the foes of Zionism nav~ been 
~nglin6 or . You kno ,, o-<' urse, th· t ollo inc: 'h lc.1.st ,, utl•1e 
d~e n o he Union, t.o ·nti-Zi n·st .ember~ ,he ~xe u~ive 
from 1 timore circularized 1 t e mem e s of t e , ocu ti ve in the . 
nope of et tin f t ct .en bJ the ~.xecuti ve to 
refer a c+ion on the esolution tot next meeting of the 
Biennial . Rabi i •• 's conDre tin in h'l·1del1 hia , recently 
passed a resolttion Jon the ive to reconvene 
in order th t it pr v 0 of .. ~l s ine it sol ion o.d opt d 

the Conferen ·e i ute or it the r elution of J e , 1943 , 
ich i no.1 incor or ted in the ro os d resol tion • do te b • t:1e 

.. • bbi • 

The e i,nd voci ~rous • r ti-L,i nists , mos 1, r· bb" ni • 1 , 
a re ot s· tisfied ,i th tne f· ct t the .t'resident of the nion , 
ollo in t. e l· s .,•e utive meeting , • rote to 1 t e on re • tions 

notifyin th m th·t t e Uni n ·t..s not co . ·tted tot c alestine 
Re elution ·n th·t xecutive B rd , concious o its g eat 
res)onsibility, and f ur-re·chin signific·nce oft io issue , 
ec:ded t 1 t it could not t·~ke efini tive • ction an ' • t there , • s 

but one bod,r th· t could determine h t the Union ,olic • co ld be on 
s 1ch an issue th· t mi ,ht involve the future O- t. e Un· o. • ~ t t t 
m· h f~ ct one or arother the e f' · re o • meric·n J 
·ell . Tna t o e bod • • s of c urse the su rer e overni of 

our U .. • on , t e it elf ." 

Tnere u.re t·· o thi s h • c • t.:.- ioni t , het er i the 
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meric.:.n Jewish Goi mittee or th, r.erienn Council for Ju- • i~r • re 
fi:;t.ting tod~y -- the J e ·•ish Comrr1on E;' 1th t..nd J euri.s control of 
inmigr tion v.' • ch 'v:oulc~ :rr:ake possible a Je'.Vish Cor ron1 e: 1th . I m 
c..frLid that the ~ ivnist Rabb.:.~ ·~ho attended t·_e vinci ati meetino-
h· ve been r.u:,.ne v red into a 11oven ent to bring pressure on th& Union 
to c1echre itself-in i1unedi::...te opposition to these t\·,o basic Zionist 
) rinci.les . 

~e 'r 11 e·ger to ~erre the ULio and the Col ege . ~io ists 
• re not des.irous of d r~ggi g t e Un ior_ or t:ie Collvge forci1 l ;y into 
1 e r· nks of uionism c.1. d thus emb· rr ~sir he, . Please re e. b r 

that tne . eforn eligious roup sh· red in t e drL ftin6 of the 
Pel st-ine e ol1tion "hich w s ··doted b the neric'n Jev ~sh Conre ence . 
Gonce:::: -ion3 . re n ade to the e orm eligio Group by the '7.io ist"' 

the Con crence in order t .• t • s ·r...,le resolu ion on J.). l estir .. e mi ht 
eircrge . ... bb • • is ~ndr ,. bbi Freehof • nd ,1r . b. ol h Rose·n erg 

• d • hb.n~. in dr[...fti fi al resolution. B. the ter s 01 e 
ba ic r c ,i e .L of the e, e:. the1· ,he U ion nor • ny other 
org niz ..... :.ion is boun~ estine o nor b an other 
resolu ion b.opted b renc ent o t h is effec 
v: s t..lso mt.de by me 1 i th s ec·· • 1 re _..1. e o the u esti e : solution 
on the floor of the on r It . • s m· e doubl clear • t the l· 
r..,0e ting of e Exec ti e oo. d . .r. !.dol_ph Rose berg , b~ his 
co rmr.ic: tion to the eon regations, rei er· ted th· s f• ct • g· in . The 
U. ion , us such , is n0t cor itted to t e ~ 1 st ·ne esolution unless 
t he Bienni·l Council at ·ts forthcom· g session chooses or tify it . 

The country kno ;s ver 'ell here t he Union stands . .le 
must not permit ' de cri ined • nd ruthless • 1ti-;' ion • s r.inori t 
in th Union t o explo· our lo lt~ to the un·o the oll ge 
so as to invol re us in decl~r· tions on t.lest.Lr e 1.,io .istn 
.e ··nnot consiwtent if m·de b are 
exploited by the s· e o confou.Yid • l con u~e our Zi ionist 
r& s . 

I 'ID ersu· ded th· the b.Ction O tn xec t ·ve ;}- ic • Wi;; S 

token at its l'st meeting w ~ vise ind in th bes de ocr utic trL~'tion . 
If , hovever , ~ction t o reconsiaer is 'orced len the y position 

h. t the • ec tive can t r e .hich il not do violenc e o e ,:.)er ti nen s 
of '"' ioni t r.1 . ers of congre u ions • •'fili· t •. • th the Un· o of 
v horn· there · .r e le ion, an ! id· Jill not • e o n to • w miuinter-



, 

Dr . eller -4- Dece oer 17 , 1943 

r ttion, is to st~te as the t· ir~ p·r .... gr·ph o~ t1e .reposed 
resolu ion does s t te : "Bee~ m~e. in he congregL ion o_ he Union 
there are divergent opinions on the ues ion of ~i~nis , the Ur.ion 
recognizes t e right of e chi d · vidu~l to deter i e hi on 
attitude on this controvers·ttl uest · on . 11 To this sou· be dded 
as ... logic 1 s~qui tu.r brief st'" te erit : 11The Union there_ ore t· kes 
no c c.1.. ion o the Pa.les inc Resolution huopt...,d b.r the .americ~n Je ish 
Con:'erence ." Jothin more is needed . The Un i on ' s o osition to 
the ,hi te aper has l..lre"'d, been .idely .. blici:;:;ed . Its fr · endly 

t ti tu e to·: urd the up bui1 • ing of c1.l s t.:..r:e v , s t..lre:-.dy ex ,r . • s d 
·t tre Bi e.n.:..~1 Council of t.e U.ion as ·r b· c ~s 1c 7 . 

If , fter ·ue con.;,idert tion you r'ind . oursel in .... gree .e t 
it 11 r: e , - feel th& t it \' ould b ver~ helpful if you • ould rn· ke 

your seritimen s Knovm to • b i isendr· h .i th om I h v- discussed 
tie m tter, consider~ e ngth . 

,1ith 11 good .i"'b s, I r .. b.in 

,o·t u s , 

1. :BK 
( e ) b . lel Silver 



RABBI LEON !=RAIi\ 

OFFICES • b10 BOULEVARD BUILDING 

PMONE TRINITY 1-.5110 

DHROIT 

December 20, 1943 

abbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. ·nd hnsel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear riend: 

I have your letter inviting ne to participate 

int e panel on ractical Proble s of the inistry, to 
be eld ·t the cominb Convention of the Centr~l Conference 

of hmerican bis. 

I am ritin, first of ' t ccept the invi-

tation. 

You ask also or su •e tins s to the prac tical 

proble st at I believe should e discussed. I s all irite 
t ese to you in a su sequent l etter in the near future • 

. eantime, I call to your attention that while 
in your letter you give the date of the net onvention, 
namely, June 23rd, you do not give the place. 

Perhaps th th s al eady een announced in the 
bulletin from the onference and I ave over-loo edit. 
If it h snot yet .een announced nd ou • ea le to tell 

e , Is all be 
0
lad to ear f r om y u as to the place of 

the ·onvention . 

incerely yours, 

--~ 
LF/ek abbi eon Fr m 



OFFICER 

ADOLPH ROSE BERG 
PreJident 

HARRY . GOTTLIEB 
FREDERICK F . GREE MA 
JACOB W. MACK 
EUGE E B. STRASSBU RGER 

Vice-Presidents 

HERBERT C . OETTl GER 
Treasurer 

RABBI MAURICE . EISE DRATH 
Director 

-tr 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Honorary M embers 

Afarcus Aaron , Pittsburgh 
Isaac W. Bernheim, Denver 
Simeon M. John on, Cincinnati 
Henry Morgenthau, New Tork 
Henry Oppenheimer, Baltimore 
Maurice D. Rosenberg, II' ash in gt on 
A. L. Saltzstein, Milwaukee 
Isidore Wise, Ha rtfo rd 

Lester D . Alexander, Toledo 
Jacob Aronson, N ew Tork 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Cleveland 
Jesse Cohen, Brooil,n 
Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel, San Francisco 
Gustave A. Efroymson, Indianapolis 
S. Mason Ehrman, Portland 
Mark Eisner, N w Y ork 
Solomon El ner, Hart fo rd 
lrvin Fane, /, ansas City 
Fred F. Florence, Dallas 
Irving S. Flo heim, Chicago 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Pittsburgh 
Julius W. Freiberg, Cincinnati 
Harry Freund, St. Louis 
Lee M . Friedma n, Boston 
Rabbi Samuel H . Goldenson, /\' w Tork 
Robert P. Goldman, Cin cinnati 
Harry •. Gottlieb, Ch icago 
Joseph J. Greeuberg, Philadelphia 
Edgar . Greenebaum, Chica o 
Frederick F. Greenman, New 2'ork 
Harry C . Gr man , Detroit 
Rabbi Samuel M . Gup, Coh1mbus 
Mrs. Hugo Hartmaun, Winn etl.a 
Dr. S. S. Hollender, Chicago 
Lester A. Jaffe, Cincinnati 
David F . Kahn , Cincinnati 
Louis L . Kaufman, Cin ci11 11ati 
Eldon S. Lazaru , 'ew Orleans 
Irving Lehman, Nt:w York 
Jacob W. Mack, Cincinnati 
Irving S. Metzler, Los Angeles 
Melvin S. Meyers, Louisville 
Philip Meyers, Cincinnati 
James H . Miller, Cleveland 
Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, Cincinnati 
Herbert C. Dettinger, Cin cinnati 
Theodore D . Peyser, Wash ington, D. C. 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cincin11ati 
Gilbert Sanden, Trinidad, Colo. 
Bernard G. ang, Cli i,;ago 
Rabbi Abba llillcl ilvcr, Cleveland 
Archibald Silverman, Providence 
Horace tern, Ph iladelph ia 
Eugene B. tra burger, Pittsburill 
Aaron Strau , Baltimore 
Roger W. trau , ew Tork 
Lewi! L . traus , .V w r ork 
Arthur Hay Sulzberger, 'ew Y ori. 
H . Hiram Wei berg, SJ raruse 
Dr. Hiram B. Weiss, Cinciunoli 

idney N. Weitz, Clevda11d 
Melville S. Welt, Detroit 
Herman Wile, Buffalo 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wile, N ew Tork 
Abe Wurzburg, Mempltis 

RABBI L t I I. EGEL 0 , 
Administrative Secrtlar:, 

R BBi GEORGE ZEPJ. 
/lonorary Secrelar1 

" 

THE UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIO AL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO PHO E P Arkway 7345 

December 20 , 1943 

Dr . bba Hillel Si l ver 
The Temple 
East 105th 
Cleveland , 

Street at Ansel Road 
Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

I run hastening to reply to your letter just 
received because 1onday, January 3rd, is just 
about the only January dat~ on ·hich I cannot pos
sibly be n ew York. I have a ,ery important com
mitmen here in Cincin.a i the previous day and 
evening. A.,_ t hot. h I T; igbt be !l.ble to fly to New 
York that Uonday r.tornin•~ , ould not v,a.nt to ga ble 
on it,~ ti too im o tant for me to be present 
~ i th you nd Golctens on. 

Is there any likelihood that you wil1 be 
rema .. nlng in lew York that Tu sda:,r , the 4th , n 
wh ch event I will undertake to come es ec ally 
to rew York just to meet v,:_th both of you? If 
your remaining over is absolut ly out of questlo , 
I would of co rse gamble on flying to e' York 
. onday morning, but as I say , one can never be 
c~rtain of reaching his destination under such 
circumstances . 

I have one oth r alternative to suggest: I 
am o · ng to be n New York on the 28th and 29th 
of December. If there is any chance of yo r 
being there at that time , I am cert a nth t I can 
arra.n ·re a meet · ng w th Goldenson . 

Pl a 
as you l{no 
the r.latter 

P. let me hear from you by r turn ma 1 , 
hov, nxious I am to explore further 

between you and Gold nson . 

'ith war. est personal greet n s , I am, as 
ever , 

ost cordially ou s , 

J at,. ~ ~ r· t."l 
r-fc'~~ector 

• 
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Dr. Abba :_llel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear ~r. Silver: 

December 21, 1943 

ilver 

At the eeti g of our Executive Board, on 
October 3, we decided to refer to the nex Coun
cil of the Union, he consideration of t r.e Pales
tine Resolu t ion f the American Jewis h Confer
ence. 

Since that dec ision of our Execu t ive Board, 
we have r eceiv ed m ny remons t rances from both 
sides of tne c ontrove sy, i die t i g tl a t t he 
date of he next Council is to o fa, away. Con
gregational leaders t oughout the country are 
urging the Executive Boord to remove the entire 
ques on a a source of controversy in the Union . 

I am, therefore, calling a meeting of the 
Exec tive Board to consider the situation int e 
light of these developments. 

I will also present to the Executive Board 
the resolutions passed by Congregation Bett Is
rae of Houston, Texas. 

Tle meeting will be held in Chicago at the 
Standard Club, 320 s . Plymouth, on Tuesday, Jan -
ary 18, 1944, at 10:00 A • • 

Y .JU wi 11 rec o nize the great j_mpor tance of 
this meeting for the future of the Union . I am, 
therefore, urging you to make every effort to at
tend . Please let me have your reply on the en-
closed card. . 

AR:rk 

With kind greetings, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ~ /;J ~d / Vvrr. _,__.,,t.,"7---

Act o l p' Rosenbert' 
President 



JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
WEST SIXTY- EIGHTH STREET 

NEAR CENTRAL PARK 

NEW YORK 

December 22, 1943 

Dear Dr . Silver , 

Much as I am gratified and indeed honored by your 

invitation to prepare a paper on Property etc ., I am afraid 

it's a bit bevond my scope at th s momentJ and I haven•t the 

time to launch into serious research. Besides, I rather sus-

pect that the esults 11 not favour our preconceptions 

touching "Ste r ship of pro e ty" etc. and is it advis

able? - ~I lj, .11 , ., .JI l~f 

Yours very sincerely, 

- ,1..-rf 

P . S . I don't ant to burden you 1th explanations of my 

last statement , but I shall be glad to give them if ou 1d 

ant me to. 
J . T • 
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LEON .J. GOODMAN. P"E81DENT 
ARTHUR E . LOEB, SEC"ETA"Y 

wrmplr 1J11rarl 
B"YDEN ROAD AND 19TH ST. 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

TELEPHONE FAIR,.AX 7838 

December 23, 1943 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Teuple, 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Dear Abba:-

S AMUEL M . GUP, M . A ., R ABB I 

Replying to your letter of December 19, just at hand, I wish to 
inform you that I wasnot an integral part of the roup meeting 
called by Rabbi Eisendrath in Cincinnati. It so happened that 
I was present in Cincinnati on that day to attend the Adminis
trative Committee meeting of the Union, by Spclcial invitation, 
in order to bring this Committee up to date on the matter of 
pensions for the Conference. I was invited by Mr. Rosenberg, 
as an act of courtesy, I am sure, on his part, to attend the 
conference to which you refer. I received no invitation from 
Rabbi Eisendrath whatsoever to take part in it, I considered my
self merely as a spectator to the proceedint;s, I did not vote. 

Upon my return home, I wrote to Rabbi Eisendrath and told him 
that the group which he had called into session had exercised 
tremendous patience, that the attitud of the Zionists toward 
the non-Zionists was one of extre@e kindness and self-restraint; 
I added that I did not think that under any circumstances would 
the congre ations 1n the East (Philadelphia) withdraw from the 
Union, and that insofar as the congregation in Houston remain-
ing a member of the Union was concerned, I could offer no opinion. 

I felt that in reaff1nn1ng the Philadelphia resolution and the 
New Orleans resolution in the final draft of the total resolu-
tion adopted at this conference the Union was rep at1ng in spirit 
and in principle Just what the Union should do at the present mo
ment. These resolutions refer in essence to the 1 le al ri hts 
which the Balfour Declaration and A anda te have g1 ven to the Jews 
to establish a home land in Palestine." This is the interpreta
tion of the New Orleans resolution by the Reform Religious Group 
to the Palestine Committee of the American Jewish Conference con
tained in a resolution tentatively accepted by other groups. 
(I am practically quoting here froa the Report of this Group.) 
It advocated the aorogation of the White Paper, and supported 
•1arge scale iIDD1grat1on into Palestine without which a legally 
assured hooe in Palestine cannot be achieved• ••..• •in coopera
tion with the Jewish agency.• (See Appendix D, Report or the 
Union Executive Board, Cincinnati, Oh1o, October 3, 1943.) •This 
resolution still ox resses the official attitude of the Union on 
the question of Palestine.• 



ii b:pah, atnugregatinu 
Julius anb lbrtt,a @rt,s fllemorial memple 
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ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN , RABBI 
RES . 925 MCCALLIE AVE. 

TELEPHONE 7 -1 894 9ece nb er 23, 1943. 

abbi Abba Hitlel Silver, 
% The Tem le , 
~st 105 St. bn Ansel Roa d, 
C eve land, Chio. 

Dear r. Silver,-

I s 11 be ha.fJ 
t • c 1 Pr oblems 

to artici ate in the bne 
f the !inist ry" , at the nex 

a:scuss:cn on "Pr c
convent: n of the 

• •. \ • R • 

Iams· re ~tis not necess& y for 
lerr.s are. H wev ~r, I • ould like 
organiz~ti n of~ st , dy grou , i 

me to tell .. c \ 'h12t these rob
o be bssi Tned the to.tic of the 
& 1 .eJ: • 1 : z d co ng r e5 t iC' n. 

Cordi lly us, 

(Rabbi) br h m Feinste·n . 

.E' : 



LEON J. GOODMAN. PRl:SIDENT SAMUEL M . GUP, M, A ., RABBI 

ARTHUR E, LOEB, 81!:Cl'lll'.TARY 

Wemple 1J11rael 

Dr. Abba Hillel 811 ver, 
Page #2. 

BRYDEN ROAD AND 19TH ST. 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

TELl!: .. HONE FAIRl'AX 7838 

December 23, 1943 

I agree with you wholeheartedly in your subgestion concerning 
the third paragraph of the proposed resolution, namely, that 1t 
shall be stated, and concerning your suggestion to add as a 
brief sta:tement to the resolution "The Union, therefore, takes 
no action on the Palestine resolution adopted by the American 
Jewish Conference.M 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Rabbi Eisendrath. 

With heartfelt greetings, I am, 

Cordially, 

J~()//.~ 
I ~ 

v 

SMG:dr 



JACOB J. WEINSTEIN 

K. A. M. TEMPLE 

CHICAGO 

December 24. 194°? 

bbi Abba 
Th Temple 
'Rast 105th 
Cleveland, 

illel Silver 

treet and .Ansel 
hio 

o d 

Dear Collea ue: 

I 
invitation of th 

m indeed onored by th 
cutive o rd of the 

Central Conference o 
deliver t Conference 
morning, June 2 • I 
the in itat·on and hope 

11 prove ort llile. 

e c n bbis to 
rmon on Saturday 

h ppy to accept 
that my message 

ith most cordial Chanukah 
gr etings, Ir main 

RABBI'S STUDY 
920 E. 50TH ST. 

Sincerely. 

JJl :C 



RABBI LEON FRAA\ 

OFFICES • t,10 BOULEVARD BUILDING 

PMONE TRINITY 1-.5110 

DETROIT 

December 24, 1943 

abbi Abba illel Silver 
The Temple 
:ast 105th Street and 1u1sel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

In order that I might be helpful in 
suggesting the problems to be discussed by the 
symposium on ractical Problems of the. inistry 
in f ich I have been appointed to participate, 
I fi d th~t I need to knot what the Progra ·01 -

, ittee had in mind vhen they decided t. t sue a 
symposium was needed. 

Did they have in in the principal 
pro lems of the abbin te, the nee of Religious 

d cation, )rec· in and p~stor~1 wervice, or did 
they, vein nind e discussion of some of the 
s,eci 1 pro lems th t arise in the \ ork of the 
ab i, such as mixed marriages, Jewish 'omnunity 

activities, nd civic ctivities' . id t ey h ve 
in ind sue tings as promotin ttendance at 
eli ious services or romoting on0 r~ 6 tional 

participat ion int e service or 1rom tin Con re-
5at ional sin0 inw? 

I have in rnind a pro bl em vtth .,hi ch I 
ave een unic.1.uely associated, bot • i. Chica o and 

Detroit . It is th~ ~tter of ioneerin in behalf 
of efor JU· ism ; brin,inb efor Ju ais to the 
mass·s of the people, as I did in 'hicago, or creatin 
a new large Con r ation~r eform Judaism , such as I 
did 1 Detroit. If this latter is included amon - the 
things the com1ittee had in mind, I shall be ~lad to 
handle it . 

• 1th kindest reetin s, I a 

Sincere! 

LF/ek Rabbi Leon Fram 

-



STU0V OF" THE l'ilAIIBI 

LONGWODC AVE. AT PLYMOUTH ST. 

OR. JOSHUA LOTH LIESMAN 

TEMPLE ISRAEL 

BOSTON 15, MASS. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silva, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend: 

December 
24th 
1943 

I am up today for the first time after an eight day 
siege of acute laryngitis and bronchitis and I hasten to 
drop you this brief ote concerning the Union ma tter. 

I attended the meeting in Cincinnati but I had to leave 
to catch the afternoon trai and so ~snot present 
when the vote wa s taken and tne final r..esolution drafted. 
I was very happy indeed to rec eive som of the facts 
which you so ably presented i n you letter, and which I 
id not kno. I spoke to aurice Eisend ath on the phone , 

long distance, on the issues whi h you h ve raised and I 
told him how much im ress d I as 1th the cogency of 
your arguments. He told me that he wa s meeting you next 
week in Ne xork and suggested that I come to no d ·iCision 
until after the t o of you had h a d a further chance to 
discuss the matter. I am as you probably know, going to 
Cincinnati for tne Regional UP A Con ranee on January 9th 
ad Eisy has arranged for me to spend Saturday evening, 
January 8th, to talk over the whole matter with him. 

tiy the way, I will be in Cleveland for a fe hours on 
January 7th occu ying B rney Brickner•s pulpit that 
Shabbos evening. Could e have a hal -hour or an hour 
together some time Friday afternoon? 

Fan joins in warmest personal greetin~s to you and all of 
your dear ones. H is th "Erev Rav'? Ltive him my 
best. As al ays -

Cordially your friend, 

)-l 
JLL:brb 
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C . DAV I S TURNER, PRIHID ilN T 
J OE KRA S ELSK Y . V ICIE PRIESIOIENT 
MYER BLUMBERG , V IC E P Rl:SID E N T 

* TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
DOTHAN, ALABA MA 

1. RIMSON , TREA.UIUUI b 27 1943 HENRY M . cR tNE, ■ EcR llTARY Decen er , 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th st and nsel .d . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ear Rabbi Silver: 

A L F RED W OLF, R A II II I 

You and the ecut-ve oard of h Central Conferena e honored me indeed b~ including ,e among the p rticipants in the program of our next convention. I shall be very glad to take part in the panel discussion, provided, of course, that neither CANRA nor any othEr higher power interfere ith our plans . 
Most of tho pr~ctical problems o hicn as able tot ink after receiving your letter have robably been discussed at length in previous pro raas. ome of them miu t be r ne exposition: "Music in the ervice", "Lay articipation in the Synagogue'' ., "Attondance roblems", "dult Educati n throu reaching . " 

T ere is one problem, hmrever, about w .ch, I bel ve, re have not heard eno h & he Problem of the Smallest Congregation . It is , t the same time , a problem, about wh ch I thought much even during my College days and h ch I had to tackle during the fe years of my rabbinical pract·co . Vhile I o not know if I could say an thing on tho problems listed above tha has not occ ed to each and every on of us , I do believe hat I might express a new dea concerning the small- town community . I would, therefore , appret iate it f you could assign to my on the panel a subjef t connected th the small- town con regation , its organi zation or its administration . 

I hope to hear fro you aga n soon ands nd ou my mosts n cere reetings . 



. //4,o,I J), on ~~11f /4 
./&&~,;, i •o1, Yfr,,p1 

!//,,;,i &11/ 

\ 

HARRY S .MARGOLIS 

RABBI 

Dr . . illel ..... 

De 

reusons 

:rer""' 
nl 

i e ·• 

m 
,.. e 

t 

. . 
• 

not 
0 

r 
.L 

t 

f 

n , 
of t 

te 

hio 

I 

... . ... 

'it 

t: V 

th 
!1 

• .., 7, ) 943 

lctt~ 17th ·.n . 
h .... (' c . • - .. o .. t. o r 

A'. n Cincinnati 6 e s a o o. 
o..:: co L.,te pictt -cook place. 

:n i 0 by the 0.1.. ; r ... 
t of 1nit C . . 

"'6 th t V te p t of 
e in 

s "bl -
e , "c 

a 1ot the i -

on 
i i 

s i • poin of 

n· .... - r .. ou 
r sol t:on 

t oes not I it c 

one 
ov 
un·o 

I 1 n 

I 

t 

,.:.sh !; 1 I 

r 1 



I 

B. Fr 
enue 

, ?a. 

r la 

I 
rr 

I 
Eno. - 2 

oe 28, 94S 

ot 

l 
1 

, 



O FF I C ERS 19 4 3-1944 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Prt!,-,id nt 
Pitt ·bu rgh, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

EXEC UTIVE B OARD 

SOLOMON N . B A ZELL, Loui. vil11., Ky. 
A U RI CE J . BLOOM , . •cwburgh , . Y. 

ABBA HILLEL S I LVER, "ic1c-Pr~-idcnt F H I LIP D . BO0KST A B E R, Harri-burg, Pa. 
W I LLI A M G . 8RAUDE, Provid l\Cl', R. l. 
J A ME S G . H E LLER , Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS MAR K, ·a. hville, Tt·nn. 

levelnnd, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, l 1 •a. ti r 
t. Paul, 1inn. 

ALBE RT G . MINOA , .iinn,;.i1,1li , • tinn. 
ISAAC E . M A RCU SON , ,\~m:n: t,a;i\'e tCrt· n.:; 

.Macon, Ga. OFFI CE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH A V ENUE 

L AWRE,...CE W . S C H WARTZ , 
0 hit1.• I'Jr.in , • •. Y . 

A BRAH A M SHUSTE RMA N , 1; ,!timor , '.\[d. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, J Jilin, Mo. S IDNEY L . REG N ER, f·ina1,ci, 1 •ar, 

H ading, Pa. HA RRY J . STE RN , • i ntr , I, nnutl.1 
P ITTSBURGH , PA . SIDNEY S . T EDESCHI::, !',, klyn .. •. Y. 

Decemb r 29, 19h3 

Dr . Abb H. vi ver 
The Temple 

"' st 105th Str t 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dar Abba : 

ith r gard the cantorial progr m 
has been postpone for a year to the fact that this 
is th sixtieth nni v rs rJ o A n ssoclation and 
the Alumn • • 11 e Sat rday fternoon a·~ part of its 
celebration. Y nd I h;d. some ondence ahou this 
a month aP,O. P 1 8 ro de • t h s o be post-
poned on ye r. is air., for that fact . 

As or h .. an ke p or's 1 ce I 
have giv n the mat r some thou ht a~d I a~ un ble to find 

nybody of ho I am absolute y sure. I am tol th t 
Professor Sonne , of the Hebr Union Colleee, is a fine 
Talmu ist and n int lli~ent man . His art · cles ht have 
appe~red so fr are very promisin. It migh b. a fine 
th "ne to eive him h· s introduction to the Co nee 
t rou h the means of a paper . 

'ith be t i hes 

SB : ,.,K 
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y ear Dr . Silver : 
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I ·isl to tha 1 k you 1 or your kind 1 t uer of 

tne ninetee.ith . T1 e rou of ~- bbi s rnici .et at he r ece t 

U1 ion-- fJ eri an lJouncil conference in Cincin _ ti as, a~ you 

k o · , co .. 'Jose of olaer and t .ou tful en . y far the 

a.,iority of t· ose rese t as either active or 11 • enevolent" 

Zionists . They too the acti o. they di d only ~fter the 

1 ost careful refl ect ~o~ and d e iber ti on and it the best 

inter ts oft e U ion an t e Col 

ith kinde t pe 

ishes for t_ e co. i y r, I a.m 

e ind. 

d and all ! OOd 

i, .lly OU s, 

~~u<.., 
Gl. • ..... cus 

OA E 
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